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culars contain’d in the following hiftory, being fully 
convinced, that they are fuch as will afrord a pro- 
fitable entertainment to moft of our readers. 





ir is neceffary, however, that we fhould fay fomething of the 
order in which we have placed this hiftory,; and the reafon why 
we have varied in that particular from all the other editions of the 
works of this learned author, which have yet appear’d in print. 


Ir has hitherto been a cuftom to place the life of F. Joszpxus, 
(which was written by himfelf in the fifty fixth year of his age,) 
fometimes after his antiquities, and fometimes after his wars; for 
which we think no fufficient reafon can he aflign’d, becaufe ’tis 
contrary to modern cuftom to place the life of an author (though 
writ by himfelf) in the middle of his works; and therefore as 
critics cannot eafily determine whether his Wars of the Fews, or his 
Adntiquities, were writ firft, we think the moft natural method is to 
place the Life of the author before both. An account of the birth, 
education, and religion of an author (efpecially when penn’d by — 
himfelf) carefully read, ferves as a comment to the reft of his 
works, which it in fome fort illuftrates, by infenfibly conveying 
into the mind of the reader, a juft idea of his temper, genius, 
{tile, and way of thinking, and therefore, we think, defervedly 
claims precedency of order, that people thereby may be able to 

form 
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form fome judgment of his worth and abilities, before they pro- 
ceed to read his other works: this feemed to us moft natural, and 
confequently is the method we have followed. 


We have likewife in this edition placed the defence of the An- 
tiquities immediately after the Antiquities ; and the martyrdom of 
the Maccabees immediately after the Wars; and the fame argument 
will ferve for this tranfpofition, as was ufed for the former VIZ. 
That it appeared to us the moft confiftent; and thus much for the 


order of the work. 


Awnp now we will proceed to fhew fome of the reafons which 
induced us to publifh the works of this author. 


We affure the publick, that it is with no mercenary view to 
our own private intereft that we have attempted to publith this new 
edition, but only with a defign to render the works of that learned 
jew, Flavius Jofephus, of univerfal ufe to all degrees of men, by 
giving the world a fair and juft tranflation of the moft curious 
pieces of hiftory and antiquity, that ever were writ by any author, 
either ancient or modern. 


‘To which end, we have indeed taken a great deal of pains, to 
render it more compleat than any other tranflation yet extant, by 
adding a great many ufeful notes to explain the moft dithcult paf- 
fages throughout the whole book; and we have likewife been at a 
great expence, by engraving Maps and curious Sculptures for the 
better wluftration of the hiftory. 

A GREAT deal more might be urged in favour of this new tranf 
lation, but as it might feem impertinent in us to be too vain of 
our own performance; and as we have no defign to raife our 
reputation by undervaluing the labours of others, we leave the 
work to recommend itfelf; and as it is found to prove either good 
or bad, fo we expect to be incouraged or difcouraged, and no other- 
wife. 


Anp therefore we intreat, that every one of our fubfcribers 
would carefully examine the fubject of the following fheets, that 
they themfelves may be able to judge of the merit of the under- 
taking. 


SOME 
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SOME 
OBSERVATIONS 
Upon the WRITINGS of | 


FLAVIUS JOSEPHUS, 


IN TWO 


DISCOURSES 





DISCOURSE LI 


Wherein the Life and Religion of Jofephus zs briefly examined, and an 
Account given of that famous Paffage relating to our bleffed Lord and 
Saviour. . 


N this preliminary difcourfe I fhall chiefly enquire into the life and religion of Jofephus ; 
Sa right underftanding of which will explain fome obfcurities in him, and remove the objec- 
WY tions that have been made againft that memorable paffage concerning ou: Saviour. 

S He has given ns the hiftory of hic own life, writ by himielf at the'age of fifty fix; where- 
* in he tells us he was of the ftock and lineage of Aaron, and by his mother’s fide, a defcen= 

Maccabees, and of the courfe of Jojarib, the firft of the twenty four orders of the priefts. He 
faith that he was born in the firft year of Caligula’s rcign, A. D. 37. He miade trial of the three famous 
fécts that were then among the Jews; Pharifees, Sadduces, and Effencs: and leaving them at the age 
of fixteen, he fpent three years in the wildernefs of Judea, under the inftruGtions of a famous matter 
nam’d Bani. Serrarius took this Bani for an Effene, Drufius and the author of Juchafin for a Pharifee ; 
but they are all miftaken; fince Jofephus in that very place diftinguifheth him from the three feéts he had 
before made trial of. It is more likely, that he was oné of the difciples of St. John Baptift, or our Sa= 
viour. ‘The Talmud makes mention of one of Chrift’s difciples, by the name of Bani, or Buni. But 
whoever he was, at the end of three years Jofephus left him alfo; and being now nineteen years old, ré- 
turi’d to Jerufalem, where having fpent feven years, he went to Rome, being twenty fix years old; and 
there’ contraéted ‘an acquaintance with Nicanor, (who was afterwards a colonel in Vefpafian’s army) and 
with Alityrus, onc of Nero’s minions, and by his means with the etnprefs Poppea, from whom he receiv’d 
many favours. Aftcr two years abode at Rome, he revifited his own country, the war being now ready 
to break out; in which war Jofephus, being thirty years old, and a governor in Galilee, oppofed the 
Romans, till at laft being over-powcered, he yielded (or in the language of his cnemics, revolted) to them. 
At this time he told Vefpafian, that he fhould become emperor of the Romans; and when Jofephus faw 
his prophecy fulfill’d, and the whole nation of the Jews fubdued by him, he took him for the Mefliah and 


. king 
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king of the Jews, foretold by the prophets. Upon thefe accounts he was highly valued by Vefpafian and 


Titus, and from them took the name of Flavius. And becaufe this is fo remarkable a part of the life of 
? 


Jofephus, ic may not be amifs to quote it in his own words. ‘ Nothing fo much ftirr’d up the minds of the 
ic ma 


&¢ Jews to the prefent wars, asa doubtful prophecy found in their facred books; that about that time there 
« fhould arife in their country, one who fhould become ruler of the whole world. By this oracle the 


< empire of Vcfpafian was prediéted, which began in Judea.” Alfo chap. xiv. he faith, “ That God revealed 
& to him in a dream the deftruétion of the Jews, and their conquct by the Romans, and what fhould be- 
&¢ fal the Roman emperors.” For being a pricft, he knew how to explain the facred books of the pro- 
phets, and to intcrpret dreams. He often declared to the Jews, that God had left them, and was gone 
over to the Romans ; that the Jews in refifting, not only fought againit the Romans, but God alfo ; and. 
that the writings of the prophets manifeftly pointed out the deftruction of Jerufalem about that time; and 
that God had long fince ordained it. From the watcrs of Siloam being dried up, when in the powcr of 
the Jews, and flowing plentifully when in poffeffion of the Romans, he infer’d, that God had deferted the 
Jews, and was gone over to the Romans. When the war was ended, and all things had fallen out ace 
cording to Jofephus’s predictions, he derermin’d to publith the hiftory of it; which he did firit in his mo- 
ther tongue, the Hebrew, for the ufe of the eaftcrn nations (a book long fince loft,) and afterwards coming; 
to Rome with Titus, he there publifhed thefe books in Greek, which are now extant. But this was not 
done upon his very firft coming thither; for the triumph of Vefpafian and ‘Titus over the Jews was firft paft, 
which Jofephus defcribes in thofe books. ‘There werc alfo falfe accounts of that war publifh’d by many, 
before he publifh’d his; and it was after the fourth ycar of Vefpafian’s reign, which he makes exprefs 
mention of in his feventh book of the wars of the Jews; and after the building of the temple of Peace 
at Rome, which he alfo takes notice of, and which, as Dion informs us, was dedicated A.D, 75. that is, 
five years after the finifhing of the war; and yet it was before the death of Agrippa, who highly approw’d. 


of ic, and writ feveral letters in its commendation. Agrippa came to Rome, and had feveral new honours 


conferr’d upon him by Vefpafian, that very year that the temple of Peace was dedicated (as appears from 
Eufebius in his chronicle, and the author of 


Dion,) belides the concurrent tcftimony of feveral coins. Icle, 
the Pafchalion fay, That he reign’d twenty fix years, that is, till the feventh year of Velpafian 3 all which I 
the rather recount, becaufe two very learned men of the laft age have fixed his death in the third year of 
Vefpafian. From hence it is manifeft, that Jofephus publifl’d his book of the wars of the Jews betwixt 
the fifth year of Vetpafian, when the temple of Peace was dedicated, and the feventh year of Vefpa- 
fian, in which Agrippa dy’d. 

Tt was out of refpeét to the Romans, among whom he liv’d, that he wrote thefe books, and from whom 
he had receiv’d many honours; for he was made free of Rome by Vefpafian, lived in the palace, and had . 
a yearly penfion allow’d him by the emperor; and having prefented his books of the Jewith war to Vefpa- 
fian and Titus, the firft ordered a ftatue to be creétcd to him at Rome, the latter fign’d his approbation of 
them with his own hand, and gave orders for them to be kept in all the publick libraries. As the Ro- 
mans extoll’d him, fo he conftantly ‘magnifieth and flatters the Romans, and gives very indifferent cha- 
racters of the Jews; for which they generally condemn his writings. Abarbancl faith, that he falfi- 
fied the truth to magnify the Romans, whofe difplcafure he was afraid of, and wrote to pleafe them. 
And though thefe cenfures of the Jews are falfe and groundlefs, yet I cannot but remark, that he fo 
far complied with the rites and cuftoms of the Romans, that Minucius Felix in the very next age after 
zook him for a Roman; “ De Judzis {cripta eorum relege 5 vel, fi Romanis magis gaudes, Flavii Jofephi, 
«¢ vel Antonii Juliani de Judeis require, i.e. Concerning the Jews, cither read their own writers, or if 
<¢ you would rather read Romans, inquire for Tofephus or Antonius Julianus.’" ‘This lattcr was without 
doubt the fame Antonius Julianus that was procurator of Judea in the very time of the War, and is mcen= 
tioned by Jofephus. He was by birth a Spaniard, a man very eloquent and learned, and one who pub-~ 
lickly taught rhetorick at Rome. When Jofephus therefore wrote his books of the wars of the Jews, he 
was of opinion, that God had forfaken their nation, and was gone over to the Romans. He had fecn his 
country laid wafte by a war that had exhaufted above 1100000 people, the whole city levelled, and God’s 
temple fo utterly deftroyed, as that there was fcarcely onc ftone Ieft upon another; the facred books of Mo- 
fes, and the holy veflels of God’s houfe, firft made part of the Roman triumph, and afterwards prophan’d to 
furnifh the temples of Jupiter Capitolinus, and that of Peace; and the very fhekels which were formerly 
paid by the Jews ali the world over to the temple at Jerufalem, were now paid to Jupiter Capitolinus. 
By which and other circumftances, Jofephus was thoroughly confirm’d in his opinion, that God had for- 
faken the Jews, and was become the God and favourcr of the Romans, and that Vefpafian was the pro- 
mifed Meffiah. His opinion about government was, that no one could be promoted to a thronc, bur by 
God’s fpecial favour, and he makes king Agrippa thus addrefs the Jews: “ It’s plain that Ged is now 
“€ gone over to the Romans ; for it’s impoffible that fo grcat an empire fhould be cftablifhed without God.” 
For thefe reafons Jofephus conceived favourably of the religion of the Romans, and was pleafed that many 
of the Jewifk opinions agreed with theirs. The prodigics that he recountcth before the deftruction of 
Jerufalem, would better become Livy or Tacitus, than a Jewith hiftorian; and he could not tcil whether 
he fhould afcribe his great deliverance at Jotapata to chance or providence. And when Judas, an Effenc, 


foretold the death of Antigonus at Strato’s tower, the prophecy was not fulfll’d at the famous Cefarca, 
to 
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fo called by way of eminence, but at another obfcure place of that name; which feems copied from the 
fable of the death of Alexander king of Epirus at Pandofia, as it is recorded by Livy and others. And 
what he relates of the apples of Sodom and the Sabbatical river, is more like a romatice, invented to di- 
vert his reader, than with any regard to truth, and the ridiculous ftory of the root Baras feems borrow’d 
from the Moly of Homer, or Citcea of Diofcorides and Theophraftus. The four colours of the veil of 
rhe temple at Jerufalem, he makes to be an imitation of the four clements, and the feyen candIcfticks a Re- 
femblance of the feven planets. The flying open of the great brazen gate of the temple, is fuch alike cir- 
cumftance as happen’d at Thebes juft before the great battle of the Lacedemonians at Leuétra, when the 
great gates of Hercules’s temple open’d of themfelves without any one S touching of them. [Cic. de Di- 
vinat. | J omit many other things of the like nature; from whence it’s manifeft, that Jofephus endeavour’d 
to grecife, and fhape the hiftory of the Jews as like as he could to thofe of the Greeks and Romans. 

Anp thus I have given a fuccinét account of his fentiments when he wrote the wars of the Jews; but 
his books of antiquities were not writ til] the thirtcenth year of Domitian the emperor, after the death of 
his three great patrons, two emperors, and a king; and now he betook himfclf to the patronage of Epa- 
phroditus, to whom he dedicates his twenty books of antiquities, his own life, and two books againft 
Apion. He had now feen his fuppofed Meffiah die, without advancing the Jewith intereft, or anfwering 
the characters given him by the prophets; by which mcans he fecms to have altered his opinion, with re- 
fpcet to revealed religion, and to be grown very loofe in his fentiments about its myfterics; a great lati- 
‘rudinarian, and chiefly adhering to the general notions of the exccllency of virtue and goodnefs, and the 
agrecablenefs of moral religion to the nature of God, and fuch other like fentiments 5 wherein the wifett 
of the Jews, Heathens, and Chriitians were agreed, without any rcligious veneration to fuch things as had 
been reveal’d to the Jews by Moies and the Prophets ; and of this it may be proper to give fome inftances. 
Circumcifion was one of the mott facred rites of the Jews, which God gave Abraham, and by which they 
were known to be his feed ;, and yet when Jofephus is {peaking of the antiquity of it, he leaveth the mat- 
tcr undecided betwixt Herodotus and Mofes, whether the Egyptians learn’d it from the Jews, or the 
Jews from them. He does not feruple to fay, that one might worfhip God without circumcifion, fo that 
he refolv’d to obferve the Jewith laws: that this was far better than circumcifion, and that God would 
eafily pardon one that did omit it for fear of perfecution. And in this it is evident, that Jofephus com- 
plied with the bad circumftances the Jews were in under the emperor Domitian, by reafon of their circum 
cifion, of which Suctonius hath thefe wards: “ Judaicus filcus acerbiffimé actus eft. Interfuiile me memi- 
«¢ ni, cima procuratore frequentiflimo concilio infpicerctur nonagenarius fenex, an circumfeétus cfict, i.e. 
« The Jewith tribute was moft rigoroufly exacted. I remember that I was prefent when an old man of ninety 
“© years of age was ina great aflembly infpc¢tcd by the procurator, whether he was circumciled or not.” 
When Jofephus relates the miraculous paflage of the Ifraelites through the Red Sea, he adds with an air 
of difidence, That he tells every thing as it was in the holy books, and doubts whether the fea went 
back of its own accord, or by God’s {pecial command, and feems inclin’d to think it fuch a circumftance 
as happen’d to Alexandcr’s army at Pamphylia. In conclufion he adds, That every one might think of 
it as he pleafed. When he mentioneth God’s coming down to mount Sinai, he faith, Let every one be- 
lieve of it as he pleafeth, but he related no more than he found in the holy books. When he faith, That 
God was the author of the law of Mofes, he adds, But let every onc think of thefe things as he pleafeth. 
And the like reflections he makes upon Jonas’s being fwallowed by a great fifh, and Nebuchadnezzar 
living feven years in the wildernefs with the beafts. In his fecond book againft Apion, he faith, “ That 
«© Mofes from his juftice and piety might cafily think that he had God for his guide; and when he was 
“© once poflefied with fach norians himfelf, he did well to perfuade the people to think fo too; juit as 
“ the Greeks to gain a fanction to their laws, pretended thcy were given by Apollo, whether they really 
“¢ thought fo, or thought that the beit way to make them recciv’d of the people.” He faith, “ Thar the 
«Jews obferve their own law, and never cenfure others, and do not rally, or rail againft thofe that are 
“¢ thought Gods by others.” Of which place Grotius remarks, that he undoubtedly flatter’d the Romans ; 
and long before him Philoftorgius made the like obfervation, that Jofephus was afraid to offend the Gen 
tiles, and took great care in his books not to difpleafe them. . 

Now the difefteeming the rites and ceremonies of the law of Mofes, and paying fo great a regard to the 
precepts of morality, are two confiderable fteps that Jofephus made towards the doétrine of chriftianiry ; 
and whereas of all the fcéts of the Jews, Jofephus gives the beft charaéter of, and feems to have the high- 
eft value for the Effenes, fo it is obfervable, that of all the feéts of the Jews, they approach’d neareft to 
the chriftians. ‘The Efienes were forbidden to keep any changes of coats or fhoes, as Chrift alfo forbad 
his difciples, Matth. x. 10, The Effenes were forbidden to fwear, as Chrift alfo forbad the chriftians, 
‘The Effencs excommunicated perfons that liv’d unbecoming their profeffion; and of fach it was obferv’d 
by them, that they ufually came to fome untimely end : juft as St. Paul obferves of thofe who prophan’d 
the facrament of the Lord’s fupper, in thofe pureit times of chriftianiry, that ic often happen’d, that they 
were deliver’d to Satan. ‘The Effenes never troubled themfelves with facrifices, but fafted often, and 
readily became martyrs for their religion; all which things comport with the precepts of the gofpel. Of 
the Effenes, Jofephus particularly obferves, that they were endowed with the gift of prophecy, and could 
foretel things to come ; to which may be added of them, in the Jaft place, that though Chrift vehemently 

Cc ceniures 
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cenfures the pharifecs and fadduces, yet he never once invcighs againft the Efienes. : And when Jofephus, 
at the end of his fecond book againft Apion, makes the Jewifh religion £0 confitt in picty, juftice, concord, 
and obferving God and his providence, he comes very near the defcription of chriftianity. ; 

Awnp having thus far taken notice of Jofephus’s {entiments in rcligious matters, when he wrote his an- 
tiquities; Ict us fee in the laft place, whether there is any thing in that remarkable account he gives of our 
Saviour, that is not very agreeable to Jofephus, end the time when he wrote. The place is Antiq. B.XVI. 
chap. 4.“ There was about that time onc Jcfus a wife man, if yet it be lawful to call him a man: he 
“* was a worker of flrange miracles, a teacher of fuch men as would readily embrace the truth, and had 
“* many followers both of Hebrews and Helleniits, (i. e. Jews and profelytes.) This was the famous 
<° Chrift, who upon the accufation of the chicf men among the Jews was crucified by Pontius Pilate 5 and 
€¢ yet thofe who firft lov’d him, did not forfake him; for he appear’d to them the third day alive again. 
“¢ ‘Their holy writers have declar’d thefe and many thoufand other wonderful things of him. The feet of 
*¢ chriftians, which are fo call'd from him, remain to this day.” Yn all which E fee nothing but what 
may agree to a Jew, giving an hiftorical account of the affairs of his own nation to the heathens ; efpecially 
what may agree to Jofephus, who often tells his reader, that he did not aver the truth of every thing he 
related, but faithfully tranfcrib’d what he found in thcir books ; and fo indifferently rclated the opinions 
of the Pharifees, Sadduces, Effenes, and of the followers of Judas Galileus, and gives a particular acm 
count of St. John Baptift, and St. James the brother of Chrift ; fo that it would have been very firange if 
Jofephus fhould have pafs’d by Chrift and the chriftians in filence; cfpecially at the thirteenth year of Do- 
mitian, when they were grown fo very numcrous. At the end of Nero’s reign, Hermas, Clement, ‘Taci- 
tus, Lactantius, and Sulpitius Severus call them a great multitude; but at the end of Domitian’s reign, 
moit nations abounded with chriftians. Orofius calls the chriftian church at that time, Ccnfirmatiffimam 
toto Orbe Ecclefiam, a church firmly eftablifl’d in all the world. Pliny not long after fhews that Pontus 
and Bithynia were full of chriftians ; and even at Rome they were fo numcrous, that Domitian was jcalous 
of them, and their fetting up of Chrift’s kingdom and for that reafon rais’d a perfecution againft them. 
Bur becaufe fo many learned men have employ’d their pens in cenfuring the authenticknefs of this para- 
graph in Jofephus, I will cxamine it yet more particularly. ; 

‘Tuere was about that time one Jelus (Insts 7) This is the proper language of the Jews ufed by Try- 
phon in Juftin Martyr, (where Chritt is cali?d Jefus, tizds zs) and by Jofephus upon cther occafions, as in 
his wars of the Jews, lib. vii. cap. 11. and 12. Ines zis3 and cven of Zenodorus a’Tetrarch, Ant. lib. xv. 
Cap. 15+  ZaviSwgis a1. He calls Banus, tive Bert 3 alfo Hyrcanus, lib. xviil. cap. 8. Thendas, lib. xx. cap. 4. 

A wise man (segs dedg) the old appellation of a philofopher; and no more than what the fame Jofe- 
phus faith of St. fohn Baptitt, who is call’d by him a geod man (2ya33¢ dvie.) 

Ir he ought to be call’d a man who was a worker of miracles, (Gye ard oe dutty Alyeav x3.) Jofephus means 
that he feem’d fuperior to a commicn man. So when Pilate wrote to Tiberius, it was de Chrifto Deo. 
Tertullian and Pliny, that the chriftians fang Chrifto quafi Deo. i.e. concerning the God Chrift, i.e. to 
Chirit as a God. ‘That he did miracles, is what the Jews own’d, John xi. 47. They faid, what do we? 
for this man doth many miracles. In Juftin Martyr’s dialogue with Tryphon the Few, the Jews own that 
fuch miracles feem’d to have been done, but imputed them to magick; and both Celfus and Porphyry, 
though bitter enemics to the chriitiens, confefs’d that Chrift did miracles. Phicgon acknowledges that 
Chrift forcknew future things. Pilate gave the emperor Tiberius Nero an account of our Sayiour’s mira~ 
cles, as Tertullian and Eufebius aflure us. And from that account he underftood, that he was a wife man, 
and doer of miracles (a:aéccges A Satpare woe, 

A TEACHER of fuch men as Would with pleafure embrace the truth. (Mutviezencs dvSterey roy ody Kdayf 2? 
eAnsiis Pexousrey, Porphyry quotes many oracles in the praife of Chriit, that declarc him tu be religious 
and immortal. ‘To which Porphyry adds, that Chrift was good, and carried to Heaven, and yet -blames 
the chriftians. 

‘Trypuo, a Jew, extolled the holy lives of chriftians ; and Galen, an heathen, faith of the chriftians, 
*¢ ‘That they were chafte, much addiéted to prayer and fafting, abitain’d from injurics, &e.” Nor is it 
a lefs advantagious character that Pliny gives of them in his epiftle to Trajan; and Jofephus alfo in giving’ 
an account of the martyrdom of St. James highly commends him, and thofe that took his part, as men 
moft juft and exaét about the obfervance of the law. 

‘Tis was the famous Chrift, ((O xeets fre fvy) Viz. He that was the author of chriftianity 5; for Jo~ 
{ephus wrote thofe books to inform Epaphroditus and the heathens, who knew him bet by the name of 
Chrifts for fo he is call’d by Suctonius, Tacitus, and Pliny, and they fay exprefly that the chriftians 
werefodenominated from him. It’s beyond the fenfe and detign of Jofephus to expound thefe words of true 
and faving Faith in Chrift; for Jofephus was (ray daisov Teck os Xest) among thofe that did not belicve Jefus 
to be the true Meffias, as we are told by Origen: But Jofephus meant nomore than only to ler usknow, that 
this Jefus was the fame that was ufually call’d Chrift, and was the author of Chriftianity: Thus clfewhere 
he tells us that St. James was Brother o asyoyive Xas¥, of him that is call’d Chrift. 

He was crucify’d by Pontius Pilate. This isa plain hiftorical truth recorded alfo by Tacitus, and the 
Acts of Pilate : The truth is, that Tacitus’s account of Chrift agrecs pretty much with this of Jofephus: 
Auctor nominis cjus Chriftus, qui per Pontium Pilacum fupplicio alfeétus erat. i. c. Chritt who was crucify’d 


by 
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by Pontius Pilate was the author of the feét of chriftians. And fince it’s evident that Tacitus had read Ja- 
fephus, (for in his hiftory lib. v. he faith, Expanfe repenté delubri fores, & audita major humana vox ex- 
cedere Deos, i.e. “ ona fudden the doors of the temple flew open, and -a voice louder than human was 
heard to fay that the Gods were departing the place,’ which is taken from Jofephus, lib. i. cap. 6. peradives- 
pee tyrebSev, Bc.) it is more likely he had his account from Jofephus than from the gofpel; and fo he will 
be an early evidence of the authority and great antiquity of this paragraph in Jofephus. ; 

He appear’d to them the third day alive again. Jofephus here doth not relate his own but the chrif- 
tians faith; and this information he might get, not only from their gofpels, but even from the letter which 
Pilate {ent to Tiberius, and is in part extant in Juftin, Tertullian, and Orofius 5 in which we have an ex 
prefs narrative of Chrift’s rcfurreétion from the dead on the third day; befides Celfus teftifies, that Chritt 
appear’d to his followers after his death. . : 7 . 

Turre holy writers have declar’d thefe and many thoufand wonderful things of him (rév Sow mesqur ce 
sabra Te 2 dane uber cet éuTe Savudore edenxsror.) Thefe words having reference to them, i. c. the chriftians 
in the former fentence, ought properly to be underftood of the writings of the prophets. Thus Jofephus 
reckons the books of Maccabees among the Jewith prophets, and the holy books of the Effenes he calls 
Keqnrév daoStypara, i. c. the doétrine of their prophets ; and this fenfe is here much confirm d by the word 
elewbrav, Which hath no relation to the forctclling future things, but properly fignificth, hiftorically declaring: 
thus Euftathius upon Homer explains epa’ by eyyiaaw, from whence cometh the word evangelilt ; and fince 
the books of the gofpels were now generally recciv’d in the chriftian churches, it does not fecm at allim- 
probable, but that Jofephus might have feen fome of them. 'Tryphon, the Jew, tells Juttin Martyr, that 
he had read them; and fo the modern Jews do now. It is plain that he afeth the chriftian, and New 
Teftament language in other places, as when he calls St.John the Baptift, St. James the brother of 
Chrift. : : 

So that I fee nothing in all this account of Chrift but what may be allow d to come from Jofephus 3; and 
indeed it would be more ftrange, if fuch an accurate hiftorian, and one that {peaks fo fully of St.John 
Baptift and St. James, fhould not fay a word of Chrift himfelf; and when afterwards he calls James the 
brother of Chrift, it may very well be fuppofed, that he had given fome account of Chrift before. And, 
lattly, we may make this probable conjecture, that at the writing of his antiquities, he began to have a 
good opinion of the chriftians. He commends St. John Baptift and St. James as well as Chrift, whom in 
his wars of theJews he never mention’d ; and never fo muchas once {peaks of Vefpafian,whom he had before 
magnified as the Mcffiah, He thought formerly, that the murder of Ananus and Jefus were the real 
caule of God’s anger againft the Jews, and the deftruétion of Jerufalem. But in his antiquities he makes 
the murder of St. James the apoitle to have been the caufe of it ; if we may believe Origen and Eufebius. 
Tt cannot fecm ftrange, that Jofephus fhould fay fo of St. James, when Maimonides himfelf declares, that 
this Jefus who was put to death by the Sanbedrim, was the caufe of the deftruction of the nation of the 
Jews, and was propheficd of by Daniel. Now whereas Chrift is term’d by the chriftians, the ftone cut 
out without hands, from Dan. ii. 45. (a place which many Jews, and particularly Tryphon in Juftin Mar- 
tyr, confeis’d to relate to the Metliah) Jofephus, when he comes to give the meaning of it, exprefly owns, 
that it was fuch as he had no mind to publifh, and fo tacitly acknowledges Jefus to be the Meffiah, though 
he would not openly confefs it. But be this as it will, it is certain that though Jofcphus often condemins 
the Sadduces, taxcth Theudas, Judas, and others, that ict up for prophets to draw people after them, yet 
he never once accufeth Chrift or the chriftians. 

Upon the whole, there does not appear to me to be the leaft reafon to believe this paflage {purious or 
interpolated ; it is quoted in the very fame words by Eufebius, St. Jerome, Hfidorus Pelufiota, Sozomen, 
Rufinus, Sophronius, Cedrenus, Freculphus, Suidas, Joan. Sarisb. Hegefippus, Caffiodorus, Nicephorusy 
and many other antient writers ; it is cxtant in all copies and MSS. of Jofephus in the world, and in all 
tranflations; particularly that of St. Ambrofe, which goeth under the name of Hegefippus, hath it at large 
twice, viz. in the fecond book, and again in the Anaccphaleofis; fo that ‘Tanaquil Faber, the great Op- 


pofer of this paflage of Jofephus, fecms very affuming, when he fays of this Hegefippus, that “ Jofe.’ 


<¢ phum co accufat nomine quod -refurre€tionis Domini noftri Jefu Chrifti non mcminerit, i.e. Hegefippus 
«¢ accufeth Jofephus, for not mentioning the refurrcétion of Chrift,” which is not only weak, upon the ac- 
count that Hegclippus is nothing elfe but a corruption of the word Jofcphus, and that book a free tranfla. 
tion of it; but alfo that this paflage about our Saviour occurs in two different places at latge. Ludovi- 
cus Vives was the firft I met with who difcover’d Sagiaebrofe to have been the true author of the tranf- 
lation that gocs under the name of Hegefippus : his wérds'in his book De Tradenda Difciplina are thefe: 
“¢ Hegclippus Latinus faétus ab Ambrofio Mediolanenfi Antiftitc, i.e. The Latin Hegefippus was made by 
“¢ St. Ambrofe, bifhop of Milan.”? The old Latin verfion of his antiquities made by the care of Caffio- 
dorus recites this piace alfo. This verfion hath been falfly father’d upon Rufinus, and though the old 
copy at Milan hath been by fome learned men thought as old as Rufinus, if not the very fame copy; yet 
ic is plain from Caffiodorus, that it was not at all tranflated into Latin till one hundred and fifty years 
after Ruiinus, by Epiphanius Scholafticus. And, laftly, the Hebrew verfion of fome parts of Jofephus, 
commonly publifh’d under the name of Ben Gorion, hath this paflage of Jofephus about our Saviour; for 
though it be not in the imperfect edition of Munftcr, which is but part of that work, yet it is certain chat 
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$t was in the compleat copies of that book. P. FE agius in his edition of the Tisby of Elias Levira, at the 
word “jw, puts down the whole paragraph with this preface toit. Ego Paulus F agius interpres hujus li- 
“ belli, in honorem Chrifti & redemptoris noftri, huc referam que {cripta inveniuntur in libro Jofephi filii 
« Ganon cujus hec funt verba : fuic iifdem temporibus Jefus, &c. ice. I Paul Fagius, interpreter of this 
“ book, will relate here, for the honour of Chrift and our redeemer, what is found written in a book of 
“ Jofephus, the fon of Gorion, in thefe words; There was at thar time one Jefus, &c.? and there fets 
down this whole paflage as it is in the Greek Jofephus. Baronius mentions an old Hebrew copy of 
Jofephus, in which this paflage appear’d to have been inferted, but was erafed ; and even our old Englifh 
tranflation of that book by P. Morifyn hath this paragraph at large 5 and morcover Giraldus Cambrentfis tells 
us, that Robertus Canutus (the frier of St. Fridefwide, who lived about the year 1171. and was well 
skilled in Hebrew) declar’d that he found this teftimony concerning our Saviour in two Hebrew copies of 
Jofephus; and that it was erafed in others, as he made it appear to fome Jews then living in Ox- 


oa that in fhort, there feems as much evidence for the authority of this place in Jofephus, as of any other 
in all his works; and it would have been a far greatcr wonder, if in his circumftances, and at the time 
when he wrote, he fhould have faid nothing of Chrift, than that he faith what he doth 5 yet if any one 
defires fuller fatisfaétion in this particular, let him confult Andreas Bofius’s Exercitationcs Hiftor. Critic. 
Chr. Arnoldus’s colleétion of letters concerning the teftimony of Jofephus. : Voffius’s Chronologia Sacra, 
cap. xvii. Huetius’s Demonftratio Evangel. prop. 3. Bifhop Parker’s demonfration of the divine authority 
of the law of nature and the chriftian religion, p.222, &c. and Dr. Cave’s Hiftoria Literaria, Part IL 


p17, <tc, 








DISCOURSE Ui. 
By Way of Enquiry into the Chronology of Jofephus in his Antiquities. 


INCE the copies of Jofephus have been alter’d and corrupted, the beft method that I can propofe to 
difcover his chronology, is, to make an exact collcétion of fuch pailages of Jofephus, as were quoted 
from him within two or three hundred years after he wrotc, and in thofe books remain’d unalter’d ; toge- 
ther with a careful perufal of his other works, which, being written upon other fubjeéts, and not contain- 
ing the hiftory of the bible, are lefs likely to have undergone altcrations in favour of either verfion. In 
purfuance of this method, the firft place that I fhall pitch upon is that of Eufcbiusin his hiftory, lib. iii. 
cap 10. where he cites a large paragraph out of Jofephus’s firft book againft Apion, which afferts, that from 
the beginning of the world to the death of Mofes was almoft three thoufand years; his words are Gres & yef- 
vG darere reocxiatov sary ¥swr, i. c. This fpace of time falls but little fhort of three thoufand years. Thefe 
words, Valefius obferves, are in all his old MSS. of Eufebius. The fame words are alfo quoted by Nicepho= 
tus, Hitt. Eccl. lib. i, p. 162. and are at this dayto be read in all the verfions and manufcripts of Jofephus: 
ner was this alrer’d to comply with Greck and Hcbrew chronology; fince it manifeftly departs from both. 
Our prefent Latin Jofephus turns thefe words thus, Hoc tempus de tribus millibus annorum paululum minus 
eft, i, e. This fpace of time is fomething lefs than three thoufand years. In the tranilation ufed by Bede 
and Hermannus Contra¢tus, and which was probably the fame that Epiphanius made, they are tranflated 
thus; Qui paulo minus ad tria millia annoruam contincntiam gerunt, 1. ce. Which contains the {pace of near 
three thoufand years. The word continentia is ufed after the fame manner by Epiphanius in the Preface 
to the Antiquitics. Thefe fame words of Jofephus are twice quoted by Bede in his book de Ratione tempo- 
rum, and his Apologetick Epiftie, and alfo are in Hermannus Contraétus A. M. 2493. From all which we 
are well afcertain’d that this was the genuine text of Jofephus, and our belicf herein is farther confirmed 
from Jofephus himfelf in other parts of his works. In the preface to his Antiquities he faith, That the ho- 
ly books of the Jews contain’d the hiftory of five thoufand years; and that he would have this to be under= 
ftood from the beginning of the world to his time, is apparent, partly from tne conclufion of his Antiqui- 
ties, where he faith of his whole hiftory, that it was taken from the facred writings; and morc fully from 
the beginning of his firft book againft Apion, where he faith, That his books of Antiquities contain’d 
the hiftory of five thoufand years. And to take away all doubt, Jofephus in three diftine places, where 
all copies agree, computes two thoufand years from Mofes to his time, as Philo doth likewife. Now if 
thefe two thonfand years from Mofes to his time be added to the almoft three thoufand ycars from Adam 
to Mofes, it makes up the fum of near five thoufand years from Adam to the time of Jofephus. Origcn 
alfo faith, ‘That from Adam to the feventicth year of Chrift’s occonomy was four thoufand nine hundred 


years; and tho’ he doth not there quote Jofephus, yet it is plain that he had it from him. For Firft, | 


‘That number widely differs from the Hebrew and Septuagint, but agreeth with Jofephus. Secondly, In 
that 
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a mily he twice. quotesthe hiftory-of: the:Jews, and the wars of ‘the ‘Jews; by which he un 
eeepc chofe of Tofephas: “Thirdly; the feventicth year. of Chrift’s .o:conomy ‘is the exact time 
when Jofephus’s books end:  And:to fhew that chat number in Origen is right, che: adds in ne fame placc, 
that it was:four thoufand eight -hundred and ‘thirty years ‘from: Adam to Chritt ; from all which it-feems 
evident, that Jofephus computed‘ almoft three. thoufand years from Adam to the death of Motes, and: al- 

thoufand years from. Adam to his own time. Vea oa aa . 8 
Meee place ee falls under my confideration, is in the fame book of Origen, Hom. x. p25. where 
he cbferves, that it was as long from Adam to Noah, i.c. the flood, as from Mofes to Chrift. Now, if 
with Origen we affign four thoufand cight hundred and thirty years from Adam to Chrift; and if according 
to the Hebrew we reckon one thoufand fix hundréd and fifty fix years to the flood, we fhall find juft fo 
many ycars in Jofephus to Chrift. -And becanfe I would not-as-yet urge the authority of the prefent copics 
of Jofephus, we may take this period out of Clem. Alex. Strom. i.'p.250. where he quotes Jofephus from 
a yet elder author, who flonrifhed under Antoninus Pius, and fo near to Jofephus’s time, viz. that from 
Mofes, i.c. the coming out of Egypt, to David, was * five hundred and cighty five years, from David to the 
fecond of Vefpafian one thoufand one hundred and feventy nine years, both together one thoufand feven hun- 
dred and fixty four ycars. Now if from that-fum we-take the forty Yeats that Mofes was in the wilderncfs, 
and feventy years of Chrift’s economy, there -will remain one thoufand fix hundred and fifty feven ycars 
from Mofcs’s death to Chrift’s birth; which he thus takes from Jofephus, and which plainly fhews that 
in the time of Origen, Jofephus before the flood agreed with the Hebrew. And if we fubtract twice 
1656. i.c. 33%2:0ut of 48307 there will remain for the fpace betwixt the flood and the death of Mofes, 
1518, which comes very ncar'to what we now'read for that period; and it we put all this together, the 
chronology of Jofephus will ftand thus : . ; ae goes. 

- From Adam to the flood one ‘thoufand fix hundred and fifty fix years, to the death of Mofcs one thou- 
fand five hundred and cighteen ;' to the birth of Chrift one thoufand fix hundred and fifty fix, to the twelfth 
of Nero feventy years; in all four thoufand and ‘nine hundred years: or according to Jofephus, almott five 
thoufand ycars from Adanr to his own time,’ at the thirtcenth year of Domitian. ie ia ; 

Berore I proceed toa more diftinét confideration of particulars, it will be requifite to fhew’ what’ cvi-' 


dence may be ‘produced out of ‘the-prefent copics and manufcripts of Jofephus; “that he followed the He- 





brew before the flood, and the Greck after ir.’ ioe ote z 

Tue period before the flood agrecth with the Hebrew.. Firft, in the age of Lamech’s begetting Noah, 
the Hebrew is 182, and the Greck 188, the difference only in the laft figure. _ Now all copics, ‘verfions, 
and manufcripts of Jofephus-read two in the laft place, according ‘to the Hebrew, and not eight according 
to the Greek. Secondly, in the age that Enoch begat at, the Hebrew is fixty five, the Greck 165. ‘Now 
the copics and manufcripts of Jofcphus are herein alfo alike to the Hebrew, and contrary to the Greck, 
Thirdly, the: Hebrew computes to the flood 1656, the Greck 2242 ycars. Now there are no copies of 
Jofephus confonant to the Greck; but they have cither 2656, or clfe 1-56, the number of hundreds 
being omittcd; ‘and cither way there are plain marks of agrecment with the Hebrew. Laftly, Jofephus 
faith of this period, that he tranferib’d the ‘years from the holy books with even a religious’ exaéinefs, 
where by holy books he meant the Hebrew}; and fo in his preface to his antiquities, though ‘the LXX 
tranflated the books of Mofes, yet there are many more things in the holy writing, i.e. the Hebrew, 
which he intended to explain. And againft Apion, Book I. he faith, that he compiled his hiftory in Greek 
from the holy books, i. c. the Hebrew books ; and again he faith, that he tranflated his Antiquities from 
the holy books, as thereby meaning thofe Ictters, i.c. the Hebrew books and Ictters. 

Tue period next after the flood agreeth with the Greck. For firft, moft of the Greek extant here 
follow the LEX. Sccondly, the old Greek copy of Epiphanius here certainly followed the LXX ; for fo 
Freculphus about A. D. 800. in Chron. T.I. li. cap. 35. “© De numero annorum 4 diluvio ufque ad nativi-~ 
“ tatem Abrahe alicer Joiephus atque LXX interpretcs & Eufcbius fentiunt quam in Hebraica veritate con- 
* tinetur, i. c. Concerning the number of years from the flood to the birth of Abraham, Jofephus, the 
“ Septuagint, and Eufcbius diflent from the teftimony contained in the holy books of the Hebrews ;” and 
afterwards adds, that the Hebrew has two hundred and ninety two years, the LXX and Eufebius nine 
hundred and forty two years, ‘¢ A quibus Jofcphus non longe exorbitat, i. c. from whom Jofephus departs 
“¢ but a little. Thirdly, Jofephus faith that Phaleg was born about the time that the divifion of tongucs 
happened. But'thofe who follow the Hebrew fay, that wonderful event did not come to pafs till the 
death of Phaleg, finding a hundred years too few for the peoplirig of the world. Fourthly, they who 
follow the Hebrew, make Scm‘to be Melchifedech, as living inthe days of Abraham, according to their 
chronology : but Jofephus calls hirn a Chanaanitifh‘king, and gives us not the leaft hint of a thing fo flrange, 
as that Abraham’s great grandfather’s great grandfather’s grandfather Scm fhould be then alive to blefs 
him. Fifthly, fince Jocktan in Jofephus is elder brother of Phaleg, and had thirteen fons at the building 
of Babel, who gave names to ‘countries, it is‘impoffible that Phaleg fhould be born in the thirticth year - 
of Heber, but mutt, according to the LXX, be born at leaft in the hundred and thirty fourth year of his 

es. DD ‘father. 
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* In the firft fam is a fmall miftake of { for n’, five for cight, and then both will be 1-67, 
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father. And laftly, in this period of time Jofephus hath no where intimated that he took his years from 
the Hebrew, as he has of the period before the flood. From all which it is highly probable, that he fol~ 
lowed the Hebrew before the flood, and the LXX after ix. Yet he fcems to have departed both from 
the Hebrew and Greck in onc inftance before the flood, and one after it. d 

departs from the Hebrew in the age of Jared’s begetting Enoch, and adheres ‘to the Samaritan writing 
fixty two, initead of one hundred and fixty two; and thereby making that number more fuitable to the rett, 


as may be fecn by this table. 





In the period before the flood he 








Santatitan | Hebrew | Septaayine 
Adan 130 | 230 230 
Seth 105 | 105 205 
~~ Enos 90 «| 90 — 9S 
Kainan 70 70 170 
| Maleleel 65 | 65 165 
{Jared | 62 «| —162 dS SCO 
| Shock ogee |—=—- 365. 


Ix this table the Samaritan and Hebrew are alike in all but the age of Jared’s begetting Enoch; the 
Septuagine exceed the Hebrew by an hundred years, in every one but in that of Jared fo that in the 
Hebrew copics which they ufed, it was fixty two. Jofephus here made Jared’s begetting at fixty five, pro= 
portionable to that of his fon after him; his father’s at fixty five; his grandfather’s at feventy ; and his 
great grandfather's at ninety: and that this was really the meaning of Jofephus, will appear, Firft, from 
the adjufting the particulars to the general fums I have laid down, and making them to the death of Mofes 
to be almoft three thoufand years. Secondly, from Jof. Antiq. Book x. Chap. 11. where itis faid that 
the temple was deitroyed 1950 years after the flood, and 3513 years after Adam. Deduéting, therefore, 
the firft fum from the fecond, we fhall find 1556 years to remain betwixt Adam and the flood, that is, one 
hundred lef than the Hebrew. And in thefe numbers there is a wonderful harmony among the Greek 
and Latin copies; fo Zonaras read the Greek in his time, and fo Freculphus read the Latin in his time 3 
and the numbers, though wrong, yet are proportionable, and have juit five hundred wanting in each of 
them. Thirdly, all che Greek manufcripts of Jofephus, even thofe that follow the Septuagint, attribute 
but fixty five years to the age, at which Enoch begun to begat. They have left out one hundred years 
from Enoch, which thould have been taken from his fathcr Jared, as in the ages after the flood in almof 
all manufcripts of Jofephus; and the years of Ragau and Saruch are interchang’d, who are the fixth and 
feventh patriarchs after the flood, as Jared and Enoch are the fixth and feventh before the flood. 

In the period next after the flood, Jofephus no where departs from the LKX, unlefs only in the age 
of Nachor’s begetting "I'crah; and here is fo great a varicty and difagreement in the manufcripts and 


printed editions, that it is very difficult to tell what to truft to. 


Some editions of the LXX, as that of Complutum and Rome, have 179 


Other editions of the LXX have only 79 
Theophilus ad Autolycum 75 
The Hebrew 29 
The Samaritan 79 
‘The vulgar Latin, and fome copies of Jofephus have 28 
‘The ufual Greck copies of Jofephus 120 
As corrected by Voffius 129 
Freculphus Lexov. read in Jofephus fome number above 79 
Origen in the place above cited 109 


For fince Origen accounted fiftcen hundred and eighteen years from the flood to the death of Mofes, 
and exclufively of the year whercin Mofes died, fiftcen hundred and feventeen years, and the LXX leave 
ing out Chanaan II. (as Jofcphus did) account only fourteen hundred and eighty feven to that f{pace, it is 
evident that in Origen’s copy of Jofephus he read forty years more than the LXX, and inftead of feventy 
nine read tare % izarsstv, one hundred and nine. Amidft this great variety and uncertainty, if we ad- 
mit a {mall alteration, and inftcad of Origen’s fverey % feeresévy read in this one place, tyarey a etesiy, tWwene 
ty nine, which is confonant to the Hebrew, Jofephus will agree exactly with all the obfervations I have 
made; and from Adam to the death of Mofes will be two thoufand nine hundred and ninety three years, 


i.e. almoft three thoufand years. 
‘Tuese things being thus adjufted, the chronology of Jofephus before and after the flood will ftand 


thus : 


Adam 
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Adam 130; Sem .- 2 ,To the promife 3 75 
Seth 105 | Arphaxad 135 | made to Abraham, 
Enos 90 | Sala 130 | To the coming out g 490 
Kainan . 7° | Heber 134 of Egypt, 
Maleleel 65 | Phaleg 130 | To the death o t ifs 
Jared 62 | Ragau 132 Mofes, ; 
Enoch 65} Sarauch 130 oe 
Mathuifelah 187 | Nachor 29 545 
TLamech 182 | Terah 7° 
Noah 600 

: 892 

1552 


Axx three fums together 2993, and fo according to Jofephus, fos § xpéves dmcretrer Tesgtaiay éniqn erry 
j. ce ‘This period of time falls but a little fhort of three thoufand years. The fums of the four firft books 
‘ mmonly printed at the beginning of Jofephus) have 3093. Now if we caft away one hundred from 
se age of Jared, which feems to have crept into the text even before Origen’s time, we have this very 
{am of two thoufand nine hundred and ninety three years. ; 
Severa reafons may be aflign’d why Jofephus chofe to follow the Hebrew before the flood, and the 
LXX after it, (which though an affected way of writing chronology, has, however, been practifed by 
St. Auftin, De Civ. Dei, lib. xv. cap. 13. very probably in conformity to Jofephus’s method.) The principal 
oe ak he being well skill’d in Hebrew and Greek, and highly efteeming both editions of the 
Bible, did indifferently make ufe of both, fometimes following one, and fometimes the other. | 

Socaeply: Hebrew was his mother tongue: he firft wrote his hiftory of the Jewith wars in rhat lan- 
guage, and addrefled the Jews, his countrymen, in feveral eloquent Hebrew f{peeches, to perfuade them 
to farrenders and in many places (where ‘all copies agree) followcth the- Hebrew Bible, where it differs 
from the Scptuagint. As Firft, Jofephus and the Hebrew omit the fecond Chanaan, fon of Arphaxad, who 
is inthe LXX. Secondly, Gen. xlvi. 22. Jofephus and the Hebrew have fourteen, the LXX eighteen. 
Thirdly, Gen. xlvii. 27. Jofephus and the Hebrew have feventy, the LXX have feventy five, and fo are 
quoted by St. Luke, Acts vil. 14, 15. Fourthly, Gen. xxii. 2. Jofephus and. the Hebrew have the land 
of Moreah, the LXX have civ viv twat, i.e. the hill-country. Fifthly, Numb. iv. 3. Jofephus and the 
Hebrew haye thirty years old, the LXX twenty five years old. Sixthly, 2 Sam. xxiv. 13. Jofephus and 
the Hebrew have feven years famine, the LXX three years. Seventhly, 1 Sam. iv. 18. Jofephus and the 
Hebrew have Eli govern’d forty years, the LXX have twenty years, as obferv’d formerly by Syncellus, 
p.176. Eighthly, 1 Kings iv. 32. Jofephus and the Hebrew have one thoufand and five, the LXX five 
thoufand. Ninthly, 1 Kings xv. 2. Jofephus and the Hebrew have three years, the LXX fix years. ‘Tenth- 
ly, Efther i. 5. Jofephus and the Hebrew have feven days, the LXX fix days. Eleventhly, Efther ix. 16. 
Jofephus and the Hebrew have feventy fix thoufand, the LXX fifteen thoufand. 

Tuirvty, he underftood Greek alfo, had a great veneration for the verfion of the LXX, and relates 
its whole .hiftory from Arifteas, frequently making ufe of it in his Antiquities. As Fit, Gen. vii. 11. 
Jofephus and the LX%X have the twenty feventh day, the Hebrew and the Samaritan the feventeenth day. 
Secondly, Exod. xii. 40. Jofephus and the LXX have the Ifraelites in Chanaan and Egypt four bundred 
and thirty years, the Hebrew in Egypt’ four hundred and thirty years: Thirdly, 1 Sam. xi. 8. Jofephus 
and the LXX have Judah feventy thoufand, the Hebrew Judah thirry thoufand. Fourthly, 1 Sam. xv. 4. 
Jofephus and the LXX have Gilgal, the Hebicew Telaim. Fitthly, 1 Sam. xv. 4. Jofephus and the LXX 
have Ifracl four hundred thoufand, the Hebrew Hrael two hundred thoufand. Sixthly, 1 Sam. xv. 4. Jo- 
fephus and the LXX have Judah thirty thoufand, the Hebrew Judah ten thoufand. Seventhly, 1Sam.xxii. 
18. Jofephus and the LXX have three hundred and five pricits, the Hebrew eighty five priefts, obfery’d 
by St. Hierom, Tom. HI. p.7i. Eighthly, 2 Sam. viii. 13. Jofephus and the LXX have Idumeans, the 
Hebrew Syrians. Ninthly, 2 Sam. xxv. 15. Jofephus and the LXX have till dinner time, the Hebrew till 
the time appointed. Tenthly, Efther ix. 26. Jofephus and the LXX have osac', the Hebrew Purim. 
Eleventhly, Jofephus relates the contention of the Jews beiore Darius about what is the ftrongeéft, which 
is not at all inthe Hebrew, but Greek Efdras. 

Fourtuty, Jofcphus many times departed from them beth: As Arft, Gen. xiii. 18. the Hebrew hasthe 
plain of Mambre, the LXX the Cak of Mamre; but Jofephus the Oak of Ogyges. Secondly, Gen. xxxv. 
28. the Hebrew and. LX% fay Ifaac dy’d one hundred cighty years old; Jofephus, but Iaac dy’d one 
hundred eighty five years old. Thirdly, Numbers iii. 39. the Hebrew and the LXX have twenty two 
thoufand, Joféphus twenty two thoufand eight hundred and eighty. Fourthly, 1 Sam. xviii. 2 3. the Hebrew 
and the LXX have one hundred foreskins, Jofephus fix hundred, not foreskins, but heads, x:zeads. He thus 
alter’d itto make it more compliable tothe way of the Romans.. Fiithly, 2 Sam. iii. 14. the Hebrew and the 
LXX have one hundred, Jofephus fix hundred. Sixthly, 2 Sam. xv. 7- the Hebrew and the LXX have forty 
years, Fofephus four years. Seventhly, 1 Kings vi. 1.the Hebrew and the LXNX have fourhundred eighty, - 


OT 
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or four hundred forty, Jofephus five hundred nincty two. Eighthly, 1 Kings xii. 33. the Hebrew and the 
LXX the eighth month, Jofephus the feventh. WNinthly, 1 Chron. xxii. 1. the Hebrew and the LX X have 
one hundred thoufand talents of gold, Jofephus ten thoufand talents of gold. ‘Tenthly, 1 Chron. xxii. 14. the 
Hebrew andthe LXX have one million of talents in filver, Jofephus onc hundred thoufand talents of filver. 
Fleventhly, Neh. ii. 1. the Hebrew and the LXNX have the twentieth ef Artaxerxes, Jofephus the twenty 
fifth year of Xerxes. Twelfthly, Neh. xiii. 6. the Hebrew and LXxX have the thirty fecond year of Artax- 
erxes, Jofephus the thirty cighth year of Xerxes. Not to mention his making Solomon reign cighty ycars, 
and is therein follow’d by Theodorct on 1 Kings ix. 37. and Procopius on the fume place, &c. 

Firrsazy, To reconcile numbers that were dillerent, he took a middle proportion. As 2 Sam. viii. 4. the 
Hebrew has feven hundred horfemen, the LX™ feven thoufand horfemen, in Jofephus five thoufand horfe-= 
men. 2 Sam. xxiv. 9. the Hebrew and the LXX have Hracl eight hundred thoufand, but 1 Chron, xxi. 5. 
the Hebrew and the LX.X have one million one hundred thoufand, Jofephus hath Hracl nine hundred thou- 
OTe all which it is evident that in compiling of his hiftory, he made ufe of the original Hebrew, as 
well as Septuagint verfion of the old Teftament altcrnatcly, as oceafion offer’d: nor fcrupled, when he 
‘thought there was reafon, to recede from both. 

- Tue next confiderable period is, from the death of Mofes to the laying the foundation of Solomon’s 
temple in the fourth year of Solomon, five hundred fifty two years: To which add the forty years in the 
wildernefs, and it will be five hundred ninety two years from the coming out of Egypt: And fo Jofephus 
hath it exprefsly in B. vit. of his Antiquities, and Chap. 2. Again, from Jofhua to David’s taking Jerufalem 
“are five hundred fifteen years, Antiq. B. vii. Chap. 3. add thirty three of David and four of Solomon, and. 
we have five hundred fifty two years. Add the forty in the wildernefs, and they make five hundred ninety 
two, as before. Again Antiq. B. x. C. 11. Nebuchadnezzar burnt the temple in the year four hundred fee 
-venty after its building by Solomon, and in the year one thoufand fixty two after the coming out of Egypt, 
Take the firft number out of the fecond, and there will remain five hundred -nincty two from the coming 
out of Egypt to Solomon’s temple. Again, the fam of the fifth book is four hundred feventy fix, of the 
fixth book thirty two, of the feventh book forty, and four yearsof Solomon. All which make five hun- 
dred fifty two. So that if we add forty in the wildernefs, the whole will be five hundred and ninety 
tio.’ Clem. Alex. in Strom. i. p. 250. quotes Jofephus for faying that from Mofes, i. ¢. the coming out of 
Egypt, to David are five hundred cighty cight years. Add the four years of Solomon, and you have again 
five hundred ninety two years. Sulpicius Severus, omitting the four years, hath for that period only five 
hundred eighty cight ycars. 
Now to make all this more evident, I will infert the particulars thus: 








Mofes in the wildernefs 40 
Jofhua 26 : . 
Cthenicl 40 Servitudes under 
Ahod 80 
Deborah and Barach 40 “ 
Gideon 40 a . 38 
Abimelech 3 he Moabites 18 
Thala 23 | Jabin and Chanaanites 20 
fair 22 | Midianices = 
jee 6 | Ammonites 18 

an 7 PI “y-7° 
Elon 0 | hiliftincs 3 40 
Abdon —_— 
Sampion 20 {n all 111 
Eli 4o 
Samucl and Saul 32 | The fourth year of Solomon x 
David 4° |'To which add 480 
Solomen 3 

In all 480 | And the whole will be 592 


Tue Greck copics of Jofephus fay that Saul reign’d twenty two ycars after Samucl, and fo Zonaras 
read it; but Epiphanius and the Latin verfions have only two. Clemcns Alexandrinus, Strom. i. p. 238. 
faith, That Saul dy’d two years after Samucl ; and Theophilus ad Autol. giveth Samucl twelve, and Saul 
twenty, together thirty two years, according to Jofephus. ‘The Jews in Scder Olam and other books give 
Saul only two ycars, that is, after the Death of Samucl. ‘That Saul reign’d in all but twenty years is ex- 
prefs’d in Jofephus, Antig. B. x. C. 11. 

Soms few things may be objeéted againft this number of years for this period, which muft be confider’d. 

I. ’T'ss objected, thar after the death of Jofhua they were cightcen years without a prince. Jof. Antiq. 
B vi. C. 6. 

Ir may be anfwer’d, that it ought to be rcad only eight years; and is to be underftood of their fervitude 
under Cufhan. 


iI, ’T'rs 
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i 
i. T's objected, that according to Jofephus (Antiq. B. XX. chap: 8.) from the coming, out of Egype 
to Solomon’s temple are fix hundred and twelve. years; and juft fo it is read in Photius and Hegelippus, 
ee Jofephus here gives an account of the time from the coming out of Egypt to the dedication 
of the temple, and the firft priefts that ferv’d in it and left off the tabernacle. Now thar ‘was jaft rwenty 
years from the foundation of it laid by Solomon. (Compare I Kings ix. 10. and 2 Chron. Vill. 1. and the 
Septuagint 1 Kings viii. 1.) fo that if to the five hundred and nincty two years to the laying the founda- 
tion of Solomon’s temple we add twenty, we have this very fum of fix hundred and twelve years 5 fo 
alfo Sulpitius Severus, p- 187. “¢ Coeptum templi opus vigefimo anno explicuir, i. c. The temple was fi- 
<¢ nifked in the twentieth year after it was begun to be built.” 

Tur next period is from the foundation of the temple to its deftruction by Nebuchadnezzar, viz. four 
hundred feventy years, fix months, and ten days. Jofephus is exprefs as to this, Antiq. Bie ees ap 
which place alfo from the children of Ifrael’s going out of Egypt ‘to the _deftraction of the temple, are 
onc thoufand and fixty two years. Take out thence the fpace to the building of the temple, five hundred 
and niricty two years, and there will remain for the duration of the temple four hundred and feventy 
years; and the reading of that place is confirm’d by Zonaras and Freculphus. Again, Antiq. B. x. c. 11. 
the kings of the race of David reign’d five hundred fourrecn years, fix months, and ten days; from 
which number take away forty of David, and four of Solomon, and there will remain four hundred and 
feventy years, fix months, and ten days. Again, Antiq. B. xi. c. 4. the kings reign’d five hundred and 
thirty three years. Take away from Saul twenty, David forty, and Solomon four, there will remain 
from the foundation of the temple to the captivity, four hundred feventy years, fix months, and ten days. 
There is, I confefs, a finall difference in the Latin edition, and in that of Freculphus, and the Greek of 
“Zonaras, p. 126. who have but five hundred thirty two years, fix months, and ten days. 

Tue particulars of this fam we may catily colleét from feveral parts of Jofephus thus: 


From Solomon’s laying the foundation cf the? © 
temple to his death, Jof. B. viii. c.2, 3. 
From Rehoboam to the captivity of the ten 

tribes, B. ix. c. 14. 


yom | : ivi \ had- ea 
From thence to the captivicy by Nebuc 3 133 years, corrected fo by Voffius. 
nezzar, B.x. c. 11. 


77 years. 


R 260 ycars, as it fhould be read. 


» In all 470 Years. 


_ In moft of the prefent copies of Jofephus, B. ix. c. 14. there is two hundred and forty, inftead of two 
hundred. and fixty; and in B. x. «11. we have one-hundred and thirty, inftead of one hundred and thirty 
shrec. 
Again the fum of the eighth book 163 years ? pts 
of the ninth book 177 years ¢ So Voffius, 
‘of the tenth book 203 years 


—awe 


Ss the Greek 182, 
Q the Latin 230, 


In all 543 
‘Take away three ycars of Solomon, and 2 
feventy years of the'captivity, 73 
‘There remains from the building to as He ate : wo 
ruin of the temple, _ PO ERs Bi . 2 a eS i 


four hundred and fixty fix years. . a 

To which is anfwer’d, that the tranflation by Ambrofe had in this place of Jofephus four-hundred and 
fixty years, fix months, and teh days. It fhould:be four hundred and fifty years, fix months, ‘and ten 
days, and there are to be accounted from the dedication of the temple fix hundred and twelve years after 
the coming out of Egypt. : 

Ir is obfervable, that whenfoever Jofephus gives the time of the burning of the templé, whether from 
Solomon’s building it, from the flood, or from’ Adam, yet {till he adds to the fum fix months and ten days; 
whereas it is certain that the temple was burnt the tenth day of the month Ab, which is the fifth month, 
Jofephus therefore is to be underitood according to the order of the months among the Romans, for 
whole fake he wrote, and fo calls Adar March, Nifan April, Jiar May, Sivan June, Tamuz July, Ab 
Auguft, or Sextilis, the fixth month among the Romans; and therefore in his wars of the Jews, B. vii, 
¢. 9. he faith the temple was burnt Auguft 10. and in his wars with the Jews April is Nifan. 

In Jofephus, B.x. c. 11. the Greek and Latin. copies fay, that from David, twenty one kings reign’d 
to the captivity, five hundred and-fourtcen years, fix months, and ten days. ‘Take away forty four for 
David and Solomon, and there are four hundred and feventy years, fix months, and ten days. 


. Vosstus, 


Tr may be obje@ed, that Antiq. ‘Be xx. 8. we have from Solomon’s temple built, to its deftruétion, 
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Vosstus, p. 129. faith, that the old Paris manufcript of Jofephus, hath from Adam to the burning of 
the temple by Nebuchadnezzar, four thoufand ycars. According to my account it comes to four thou- 


fand and fifteen, and perhaps the odd fifteen may be in the manufcripr, though omitted by Voflius. 


From the burning of the temple, to the firlt of Cyrus, Jofephus hath feventy- years; for 
Piast, Antiq. B.xi. c. 1. The firft of Cyrus is the feventieth ycar from the beginning of the captivity, 


Now the captivity began at the burning of the temple ; for (B.x. c. 11.) the twenty third year of Ne- 


buchadnezzar is the fifth year of Ifracl’s captivity. ; 
Szconpty, Antiq..B. xi. c. 1. Seventy years after the burning of the temple they return’d from Ba- 


bylon, and that undoubtedly was the firft year of Cyrus. ; . 
Turroty, Antiq. B.x. c. 11. From Haiah to the burning of the temple by Nebuchadnezzar, one 


hundred and forty years. From Ifaiah to the firft of Cyrus, two hundred and ten years ; therefore trom the 


burning of the temple to the firft of Cyrus are feventy years. 
Fourtuty, B. xi. c.1. From the burning of the temple by Nebuchadnezzar to the firft of Cyrus, 





when the Jews return’d from captivity, are feventy years. 
Firrury, B. xi. c. 1. The temple lay defolate feventy years, and they ended the firft of Cyrus. 


Srtxrury, Jofephus (Antig. B.x. c. 12.) hath the particulars thus: 

NesucHADNEZZAR forty three years; Evilmerodoch cighteen years; Niricolaflar, or Egreffarius forty 
years; Labofadarchus nine months; Balthafar, or Nabonidus, feventeen years; Cyrus onc; in all one 
hundred and nineteen years and ninc months ; fo that if we take ont feventcen years of Nebuchadnezzar, 
there will be left for the captivity, onc hundred two years, and nine months, which is certainly wrong, 
and fhould be thus : Nebuchadnezzar torty three years; Evilmcrodoch twelve years; Niricolaflar fourteen 
‘years; Labofadarchus nine months ; Nabonidus feventeen years; Cyrus one year; in all eighty {even 
years and nine months. If we then take out feventeen ycars of Nebuchadnezzar, there will remain fe- 
venty years and nine months; fo that the firft year of Cyrus was the feventicth of the captivity; and this 
account, though falfe, yet agreeth with Jofephus, and was taken thence by that anonymous author whom 
Sulpicius Severus, B. ii, c. 31. hath tranfcrib’d thus: Nebuchadnezzar forty three; Evilmerodoch twelves 
Belthafar fourteen; Darius Medus eighteen; Cyrus one; in all cighty cight. 

From the firft year of Cyrus to the conqueft of Darius by Alexander (i.e. the whole {pace of the Per 
fian monarchy) Jofephus hath two hundred and forty fix years. So Antiq. B.x. c.12. from the prophecy 
of Danicl in the firft year of Darius, who with Cyrus took Babylon, to the deftruétion of the temple by 
Antiochus, are four hundred and eight years, as ’tis quoted by Cedrenus, p. 191. Now that prophanation 
by -\ntiochus was in the hundred and forty fifth year of Scleucus, (Antiq. B. xii. c.15.) which A®ra 
began the cighteenth year after Alexander’s conqueft of Darius. If we therefore take one hundred and 
forty four, and cightcen (i.c. onc hundred and fixty two,) from four hundred and eight, there will re- 
muin two hundred and forty fix years for the duration of the Perfian monarchy. 

Secenpry, Antiq. B.xx.c, 8 From the firft of Cyrus to Antiochus Eupator, are four hundred and 
fourteen years ; which words are cited from Jofephus by Photius and Hegcfippus. Now Jofephus faith of 
Antiochus Epiphanes, that he, dying in the hundred and forty ninth year of Scleucus, left the kingdom 
to Eupator, Antiq. B. xii. c. 14. and Eupator’s firft year was the one hundredth and fitticth of Seleucus, 
to which add cighteen from the conqueft of Alexander over Darius (i. c. in all one hundred and fixty 
cight) and fubftract that from four hundred and fourteen, there will remain for the Perfian monarchy, 
two hundred and forty fix years. 

‘Tuirpty, the fum of book xi. is two hundred and fifty three years, and contains the {pace from the 
firft of Cyrus to the death of Alexander. Now from Alexander’s conqucring Darius, and putting an end 
to the Perlian monarchy, were feven years; if therefore we take feven from two hundred and fifty three 
years, there will remain for the Perfian monarchy two hundred and forty fix years. 

Now it is certain that the duration of the Perfian monarchy was not fo longs but Jofephus, miftaking 
him for Xerxes, in whofe time Nehemiah came to Jerufalem, and built the. walls of it, (making Neche~ 
miah cup-bearer to Xerxes,) it was neceffary for him to affign to his reign above thirty two years; which 
we find mention’d Neh. xiii. 6. Jofephus {peaks of the ninth month of the thirty cighth ycar of his 
reign, and added twenty ycars to his reign, as he did forty to Solomon’s. ‘The chronology of Jofephus, 


as to thofe Perfian kings, {ecms to have been thus: 


_ Cyrus . 30 | Artaxerxes 46 
. Cambyfes 6 | Ochus ar 
Magi z | Arfes 2 
Darius 36 | Darius 4 
Xerxes 41 _—— 
Artaxerxes 41 In all 24% 
Darius 19 


Art thefe agree with the Canon Ptolemaicus, except one year Wanting to Cambyfes and the Magi, and 
twenty added to Xerxes; fo. that if we caft away the firft of Cyrus, which was accounted to the feventy 


years captivity, there were juft two hundred and forty fix years 
Some 
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Somer‘old authors make the empire of the Perfians to laft two hundred and forty eight years, including 
the firft of Cyrus; and fo Eufeb. Dem. Ey. p. 393. but they were to be underftood of the whole {pace, 


from the firft of Cyrus, to the firft of Seleucus, or the * Afra Seleirci, 
From Alexander’s conquering Darius to his own death, are feven years ; for if we dedu& two hundred 


and forty fix (che duration of the Perfian monarchy) out of two hundred and fifty three, (the number of 
years from Cyrus to‘the death of Alexander, as in the fum of book xi.) there ‘will remain feven for the 
number of years betwixt the end of the Perfian monarchy and the death of Alexander. 

From Alexander’s death, to the beginning of the Afra Scleuct, are eleven ycars, as is evident thus: 
Jofephus allows from the firft of Cyrus to Antiochus Eupator, four hundred and fourteen years, and his 
firft year was the hundredth and fiftieth year of Seleucus. Now if we take the one hundred and fifty, and 
two hundred and fifty three ‘(from the firft of Cyrus to the death of Alexander) out of four hundred and 
fourtcen, there will remain eleven ‘years betwixt the death of Alexander and the beginning of ‘the Azra 








Seleuci. a 
From the Afra Scleuci t6 the Maccabees, one hundred and forty fix years; for fo we read in Antig. 


B. xii. c.7, & 8. that Matthias and Judas Maccabeus began to prevail in the year of Scleucus, 146, 
From the AZra Maccab."in the year of Seleucus, 146. to the beginning of Herod, are one hundred and 
twenty fix years, as Antig. B. xiv. at’'the end; or if the Era of the Maccabees began. the year following, 
i.e. in'the ‘year of Seleuciis.147. ‘then Jofephus affigns’ hem. but one hundred and twenty. five years, as 
B. xviii. ‘ce. 8. Which therefore muft end in the year of Scleucus 272. for Hetod was made king at Rome 
in the year of Seleucus 253. and yet Jofephus makes thefé énd at the déath of Antigonus, in the year of 
Seleucus 276. and fo accouitts thice or four ycars thoit, as is evident to any one that fhall add the parti« 


culars.- Me <n oo 
Arisrosutus (Jofeph. ‘Ahtiq. B. xiii. ¢. 19.) began'to put on a regal diadém four hundred and feventy 


one ycars after the return from the captivity; fo likewifc in his wars of the Jews, lib. i. In Freculphus it is 
falfcly read four hundred and feventy five, in the prefent Greck and Latin copies four hundred and eighty. 


But the four hundred and feventy one years are thus made out, viz. 


a 


From the firft of Cyrus to the Afra Seleuci 264 years. 





Thence to Jonathan’s high-priefthood 160 years. 
‘To Simon’s high-priefthood iO years. 
Simon’s high-priefthood 7 years. 
Hyrcanus’s 29 years. 
In all 470 
Ariftobulus. began in the year 471 


From the beginning of Herod, after the death of Antigonus, to the deftruGtion of the temple, in the 
fecond year of Vefpafian, arc one hundfed and feven years, Jof. Antig., B. xx. c. 8. 


Thefe laft fums put together ftand ‘thus: 


From the firft of Cyrus to the Era Seleiaci “ 264 years. 
From the fra Seleuci to the Maccabces 146 years. 
The duration of the Maccabees - 126 years. 


The duration of the Herdds to the fecond of Vefpafian 107 years, 





In all 643 years, 


The fums of the ten laft books are thus: 





; y- m.d.| y- m.d. 
Book xi. 253 § ©| Book xvii. 14 
Book xii. 170 j Book xviii. 32 
Book xiii. 82 Book xix. 3 6 10 
Book xiv. 32 Book xx 22, 
Book xv. 18 ; 
Book xvi. 12 In all 638 11 10 
From the twelfth of Nero to the fecond of V, efpafian 4 complete years, 





‘The whole fum 642 11 10. 
Tue 


* An JEraisa reckoning’ of time from fome memorable event, as from the creation of 
: 7 the world, Noah’ d i 
oe ea Egypt, &c. The famous ZEra of Seleucus began in the reign of Seleucus, Get ender of ae Suan noe 
Seis na the expiration of the Grecian monarchy, eighteen years after the end of the Perfian monarchy, according to Jofe hus; 
and in the year of the world, 36 36. before the birth of J. C. 312, according to other chronologers, : ian 
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Te fums in the old Latin Jofephus are almoft the fame, and differ but in three years and five months. 





The whole chronology of Jofephus will be thus: - | 








From Adam to the death of Mofes, 299 3. a 
To the building of Solomon’s temple, 552 eA 
To its deftruétion by Nebuchanezzar,. -. A70 
The Babylonifh captivity, 70 
From the firft of Cyrus to the twelfth of Nero, ‘+s 639 
Sum total 4724 
- From the twelfth of Nero to the thirteenth of Domitian, - _ 28 
In all 4752 


Awp that fum Jofephus accounted numero rotundo to be five thoufand years. There are alfo in Jofee 
phus, many fums of years which arc certainly falfe, as Antiq. B. vii. cult. From David to Hyrcanus’s 
opening of his-fepulchre, when Antiochus beficg’d Jerufalem, arc thirtcen hundred years; and fo Frecul- 
phus alfo read it, T. I. L iii. c. 3. and yet this was but eight hundred and cighty four years. Jofephus, 
againft Apion, B.II. faith, that the Jews had been a free people, under the Maccabees, to Pompey’s ta~ 
king Jerufalem, for one hundred and twenty years. It is plain that it fhould be only one hundred and 
two years; for it was in the year of Selcucus 230. which was onc hundred and two years after Judas’s 


defeating of Antiochus, and purging the temple, in the year of Seleucus 148, 
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Two Preceding Difcourfes. 


ESTDES the reafon already adduced, many others may be alledged that make the chrono- 
“Ay logy of the Septuagint in the ages after the flood’ more probable than the Hebrew. 
Sy Frasr, It feems abfurd and prepoftcrous, that the feven firft patriarchs after the flood, 
Sime who liv’d three hundred, and four hundred years, fhould beget at thirty, or thereabouts, as 
OR the prefent Hebrew fays; and yet the fucceeding patriarchs, who did not live half fo long, 
‘fhould not beget their firft-born till they were twice as old; ‘T'erah at feventy, Abraham at ¢cighty feven, 
Tfaac at fixty, Jacob at eighty four, Levi, Chaath, and Amram, at about fixty each of them ; for from 
the birth of Levi, to the birth of Mofes, the fon of Amram, were about one hundred and eighty years. 

Srconoxy, It is not likely that Noah, who liv’d fix hundred years before the flood, fhould fee ten ge- 
merations fuccced cach other after the flood, and live till the fifty eighth year of Abraham; that Sem 
fhould fce nine generations after him fucceflively dic, and furvive Abraham many years, the ninth perfon 
lineally defcended from him; who yet died in a good old age, an old man, Gen. xxv. 8. That Sala 
fhould outlive Phaleg, Ragau, Lamech, Nachor, Terah, and Abraham, for fix generations, lineally de. 
{cended from him; and even the laft of them liv’d to be an old man; that Heber fhould outlive Phaleg, 
Ragau, Lamech, Nachor, Terah, Abraham, and Ifaac, feven fucceffive generations that defcended from 
him ; and yet Abraham and Ifaac fhould both live to be old men, Gen. xxv. 7. and xxxv. 29. 

Turrpry, It is not poffible that Jocktan fhould have thirteen fons when Phaleg was born, at the divi- 
fion of tongues, if Phaleg was born at the thirty fourth year of Heber, as it is in the Hebrew ; ‘and to 
fancy Phaleg firft call’d fo at the time of his death is ridiculous, and exprefly contrary to Jofephus. At 
the divifion of tongues we are told, that Mizraim, Chanaan, Sidon, Elam, Affur, Aram, &c. gave names 
to countries, and yet they died before Phaleg. Scm, Arphaxad, Salah, Heber, &c.. according to the 
Hebrew, were living when God infticuted circumcifion; and yet none of them order’d to be circumcis’d, 
which was then the fign of being in covenant with God. pee te 

Bur how cvidently fo ever preferable to the Hebrew in this period the LXX may feem in the judg- 
ment of moft, yct I forefce feveral things that may be objected, and which it may not be improper to 
confider. 

First, *Tis objected, that it is not probable that the ante-diluvian patriarchs, who lived to be nine hun- 
dred years old, fhould beget their firft-born at fixty or feventy years old, as is affirm’d in the Hebrew and 
Jofephus; and yet thofe after the flood, who did not live half fo long, fhould’not beget their firft-born 
till about one hundred and thirty years old. te em Rit es 

T’o which I anfwer, that could we be certain thefé mentioned after the flood were the firft-born, the 
objection would be very weighty and material. But itis much more probable that they were not; for 
Sem was younger than Japhet, Gen. x. 27. and therefore Japhet is placed firft in the genealogies,Gen. x. 
2. and 1 Chron.i. 5. Arphaxad younger than Elam or Affur, 1 Chron. i. 5, Gen. x. 2. vi. 21. -Phaleg 
younger than Jocktan, who at Phaleg’s birth had thirteen children, Gen. x. 25, 26, &c. Abraham 
FE younger 
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younger than Haran, Haran born at the feventh, and Abraham at the hundred and thirtieth year of ‘Te- 

rah, Gen. xi. 27, 28, 29, 32. Acts vii. 4. and Abraham marticd Haran’s daughter. 

. 2 . a . + 7 r . 7 x ei gi 
lr is very probable that it was fo alfo in the other patriarchs, (though we cannot prove it from {crip- 

ture, where the hiftory we have of them is very fhort,) becaufe God continued this mcthod afterwards. 

> ae > os ~ 

Tfaac was younger than Ifhmacl, Jacob than Efau, Judah than Reuben, of whom it is obf{crv’d, 1 Chron. 

vy. r. Now the fons of Reuben the firft-born of Iracl, (for he was the firft-born, but becaufe he defiled his 

father’s bed, his birchrighe was given to the fons of Jofepk, and the genealogy is Not to be reckon’d af- 

rer the birthright, &c.) St. Auttin de Civ. Dei, lib. xv. c. 15. obferves of the patriarchs aftcr the flood, 

that * Magis credibile eft non hic primogenitos commemoratos, fed cos per quos fucceflionis ordo duce- 

. 2 
< yerur, i.e. It fecms more probable to believe, that they who are here reckon’d up, were not the firft- 





«¢ born, but they by whom the order of fucccilion was to be derived.” ; + 

Seconpxiy, “Lis objcéted, that the Jews were fuch faithful cranferibers of the law, that if ever the He- 
brew had agreed with the Samaritan and Septuagint, they would not haye alter’ it. ; 

IT axswer, that the words of Philo (in Eufeb, Prep. Ev. lib. viii.) and of Tryphon (in Juftin Mart.) 
are certain}y to be underitood of the Sepruagint, and not of the Hebrew; and what Jofephus faith ro the 
fame purpofe, mutt cicher be underftood of the Septuagint, or clfe in fo large a fenfe, as thar according to 
him the LX™N tranflacors were prophets, and did not make any altcrations in any thing; and indeed 
wharerer is tv be met with in other books to this purpofe, is taken from Deut.iv. 2. and xii. 32. and mutt 
be underitood of their not adding to or diminifhing the precepts of the law of Mofes ; and it is manifeft, 
that the verfion of the Septuagint, the Targum of the Onkclos, the books of Ireneus, Eutebius’s chroni- 
cle, and Rufinus, had folemn adjurations added to them not to change or interpolate any thing; and yet 
itis certain, that they have been much corrupted. The Rabbies mention thirteen places alter’d by the 
LX interpreters, but not one of them that relates to the chronology of the patriarchs. The prefent He- 
brew bibles in twenty fix places leave a fpace to fhew that fomcthing is wanting, which is fupplicd by the 
LXX. The marginal readings vary from the text in cight hundred and forty cight places, and they are 
ssencrally reckoned the trucft. Ezra vii. wants one whole veife, which is in 4 Chron. vi though the 
genealogy, Neh. vii. is only a tranferipr of that we find in Ezra ii. yet it is very different from 
ir And in Pfal. cv. betwixt Ver. 13 and 14, is the omiffion of a whole verfc, as appears by 
the alphabet in that pfalm, which was in the texte when the LXX tranflated it; fo that it is 

glain that there are corruptions of the Hebrew text of the bible, and many of them fince the time 
that the LX™X tranflated it And fince it is evident, that in the time of * Origen, when he com. 
piled his Hexapla, the Hebrew text_was the fame as now, it is certain that the alccrations therein were 
made before that time; and as it feems moft probable, about the reign of Adrian and Antoninus Pius. 
The Hebrew of the bible was at, and after the time of our Saviour, a dead language, not underftood 
by any but fcholars; the common language of the Jews being at that time a mixture of Syriack and Chal- 
dee ; and the Jews wondered how Chrift underftood letters, having never Icarn’d, John vii. 15. And 
Luke x. 26. Chrift faid to one of the feribes, as being his peculiar skill, How readeft thou? And the 
reading of the law in Hebrew was not ufual in the fynagogues, without an explanation of it, which they 
tead alfo. Now their fcholars and bibles were generally deftroyed by the perfecutions they fuffered in 
the ages after the apoftles. Vefpafian deftroyed four hundred and fixty fynagogues; and Trajan forbad 
‘theJcws the reading of their law; and in his time R. Ananias was burnt, and the book of the Jaw with him. 
‘R..AKiba had two thoufand and four hundred fcholars kill’d by Adrian, in the rebellion of Cochab ; 
and R. Simeon, the fon of Gamaliel, had two hundred and Aiity thoufand fcholars fain, and not one left. 
And the very reading of the law had been utterly loft, had nor R. Judah, the fon of Baba, with the cx- 
pence of his own life, preferv’d five copies, by hiding them; for Adrian made a law, by which it was 
death to ordain doctors, and keep up their fchools; and learning was at the fame time brought to fo low 
an ebb at Babylon, that two of Juda’s fcholars were fent thither to inftruét them; and the very reafon 
why R. Judah collected the traditions into the book of the Mifna, was, that learning was likely to be 
abolithed, and the law made void. Moft of the Mofaick rites ended with the temple, and thereby 
the book of the law was lefs efteemed, and the Jewith learning was become little elfe than a multitude 
of idle traditions. R. Judah took great care, thatin all the citics of the land of Hrael there thould be 
fuch as taught traditions. Alting. tclls us, that “ Tanta fuit Mifne auctoritas, ctiam vivo auétore, ur 
*¢ fepofitis codicibus propheticis, in hoc uno explicando & interpretando omnem opcram collocayerint, 
“i, c. The authority of the Mifna became fo great, even in the author’s life time, that neglecting the 
“€ books of the prophets, they [the Jews] fpent all their pains in explaining and interpreting this only.” 
So that here was a very fair opportunity for thofe few {cholars that were left to alter the Hebrew text as 
they pleas’d, and for the few Hebrew copics that were then extant to fuffer corruption. The Jews in 
their difperfions for the moit part learn’d Greek, and in their fynagogues ufed Aquila’s verfion; fo that 


the Hebrew was in a great meafure neglected. And to make all this plain, I will give fome inftances of 
the 





* * Origen died in the 69th vear of his age, in the reign of Gallus and Volufianus, according to fome; or as others, of Valerian 
and Gallienus, A.D. 253. fo that his Hexapla moft heve been compiled berwixt the beginning and middle of the third century. 
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the Jews altcring the text and changing their opinions; as to the matters I am {peaking of, after the de- 
ftruétion of the temple, and before the compofing of the Mifna in the time of Antoninus Pius; or at lcaft 
before Origen publifh’d the Hebrew. , . 

Frrsv, Gen. ii. 24. the Samaritan and Septuagint have the word Two, and Mat. xix. 5, 6. our Saviour 
urgeth the Pharifecs with the force of that word; and they, though well skill’d in Hebrew, were unable 
to anfwer the force of the argument; whence it appears, it was then in the Hebrew, though not now ; 
and probably left out by R. Akiba, in the age I am {peaking of, who allow’d the Jews to marry any wo- 
man they faw fairer than their own wife. ; ; ; 

Seconpty, Pfal. xxii. 16. They picre’d my hands; fo the Septuagint, Syriack, Arabick, Ethiopick, and 
fome few manufcripts of the Hebrew. Aquila likewife read it fo 5 for he tranflates it by a verb; but the 
Rabbins, to evade fuch a plain prophecy of our Saviour’s crucifixion, alter the word of the text, and read, 
As a lion. 

Trrrb iy, Jofh. xv. 59, 8c. there arc two verfes in the LXX,which thew Bethlehem to be in the tribe of 
Judah, wanting in the Hebrew. St. Jcrom, on Micah v. thinks them erafed by the Jews, fince the time of 
our Saviour, that ic might not appear that Bethlehem was in the tribe of Judah. 

Fourtuty, After the deftruétion of Jcrufalem, and before the Seder Olam Rabbah was made by R. 
Jofe in the days of Adrian, the Jews fo curtail’d the Perfian monarchy, as to make Danicl’s wecks to be- 
gin with the Babylonifh captivity, and end at the deftruétion of the temple. Jofephus knew of no fuch 
chronology in his time, and it could not be chance, but a contrivance of the Jews after the fecond of Vef- 
pafian, that with the lofs of two hundred years made Daniel’s four hundred and ninety years exactly end 
at that time. 

Firrury, The great difagreement of the opinions of the Jews before and after the deftruétion of the 
temple. Before that time the verfion of the LXX was held in great cfteem by Philo and the Egyptians, 
(who kept a feait yearly in memory of it) and by the Jews in all the Greck difperfion, and at Nuzareth, 
Luke iv. 16, 17, 18, 19. and by thofe of Jerufalem, as appears by Jofephus, who magnificth it, and the 
account given by Arifteas. In Adrian’s time the LXX were rail’d at by the Jews, and the Jews kept a 
faft upon the day it was tranflared, viz. Tcbeth the cighth, and made another Greek verfion to oppofe ir, 
and deliver’d it as a tradition, that darknefs overfpread the world for three days after the verfion of the 
LXX was made, and thar it was as unlucky a day to the Jews, as when the golden calf was made. 

Srxtury, Phaleg was born at the divilfion of tongucs, faith Jofephus, according to the opinion of the 
Jews that then preyail’d; but the Rabbins who have lived fince tell us, that he died at that time. 

_ Sevenvury, Melchifedech was a Canaanitifh king, faith Jofephus, according to the opinion of the Jews 
inhis age, and ’tis agreeable to St. Paul; but the fucceeding Jews fuppofed him to be Sem. 

Ercurury, Danicl’s weeks, according to Jofephus, ended at the defolation of the temple by Antiochus, 
which was according to him four hundred and cight ycars, from the firft year of Darius; to which add 
the feventy years from the burning of the temple, and it comes very near to Daniel’s number; but the 
following Jews curtail the Perfian monarchy; and though they begin the wecks at the beginning of the 
Babylonith captivity, yer they end them at the fecond of Vefpafian. 

Some will objeét, what end or defign fhould the Jews have in fhortening the period betwixt the flood 
and che birth of Abraham. : 

Mrasx, Ic may be anfwer’d, that it might be for the eafier bringing down their pretended traditions from 
Adam, Noah, &c. for fo the Jews boalt, in Seder Olam Rabbah, thar feven men meafure the world, 
Adam, Methuiclah, Sem, Jacob, Amram, Ahaja Salonites, and Elias, who is ftill alive; when as, ac- 
cording to the chronology of the Samaritan Septuagint, and Jofcphus, there muft be added at leaft Heber, 
Saruch, and Abraham, betwixt Sem and Jacob ; and even fo Saruch would be burt eight years old at the 
death of Heber, and Jacob but fitteen years old at the death of Abraham; fo that there would be need 
of two morc perfons to be inferted for carrying on their traditions, and ‘fo ftom Sem to Jacob would be 
as many perfons as they made in all the world. Secondly, That it might be done to obviate the prophe~ 
cy of the houfe of Elias, that Chrift fhould come at the beginning of the fifth millenary. Now fince 
the fourth millenary, according to the prefent account of the Jews, cnded A. D. 242. it is evident that this 
curtailing-thcir chronology was long before that time, in which they expected the Mefliah. But when they 
found themfclves miftaken alfo in the account, they took up that faying, Curfed is he that numbereth the 
times. "Thirdly, that it might be done to baffle the argument that St. Paul pufhed the Hebrews with, 
that Melchifedech’s pricithood was above Aaron’s; which we find urged alfo.by Juftin Martyr againft 
Fryphon, by Tertullian, and other carly Chriftians. For if Melchifedech be Sem, then Aaron, who was 
lineally defcended from him, inherited his priefthood alfo; and fo the argument of St. Paul and the chriftians 
of a fuperior pricfthood to the Aaronitical, would be deftroy’d. And here it is probable, that as the old 
Rabbics talk’d much of the fchools of Sem and Heber, and that Jacob ftudied in them; fo at firft they 
dcfigned Feber to be Melchifedech, and cut off the years only of the patriarchs after him; for the 
orefent Hebrew faith, that he lived after he begat Phaleg four hundred and thirty years, where the Sa- 
naritan and Septuagint agree in the number of two hundred and feyenty years; and if after Heber we 
ollow the prefent Hebrew, Heber lived to the hundred and fifth year of Abraham; and to this agreeth 
vhat Epiphanius tells us in the herefy of the Melchifedechians, that fome Hebrew copics from the birth 

of 
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of Sem to the time that Melehifedech met Abraham in the eighth or ninth year of Abraham, have about 


fix hundred and twenty cight years, thus: 





Sem 102| Ragau 32 ; 
Arphaxad . 400} Saruch . - 30 
Sala 100} Nachor 2y 
Heber 150] Tcrah 70 
Phaleg 30! Abraham 85 


In all 628 


Bux this projeét not taking, they chofe rather yet to fhorten this period, and make Sem to be Melchi- 
fedech; for fince the Chaldec paraphrafe faith that Rebecca confultcd the {chools of Sem, and the Rabbies 
added that Jacob ftudied in the {chools of Sem, they the eaficr concluded that Sem was alive in the time of 
Jacob. Now that this was contrived after the deftruction of the fecond temple, appears from hence, that 
not only Jofephus tells us that he was a Canaanitifh king, but that it is impoffible for the Samaritan or Sep- 
tuagint, or fuch as ufed cither of thofe pentateuchs, to take him for Sem. Indeed all the early fathers 
who mention him (Ireneus, Hippolytus, Theophilus, Eufebius, Hieronymus, Thcodorer, &e.) affent to 
Jofephus, and make him a Canaanitifh king; and St. Paul, when he wrote to the Hebrews, feems an in- 
tire ftranger to any fuch extravagant fancy as that of making Melchifedech to be Sem, but all along takes 
it as a fettled confirm’d opinion, and a thing univerfally agreed on, that he was not concerned in the ge- 
nealogy of Aaron; and fo according to the laws of the Jews could have no right to the prictthood. 

Some others of the Jews endeavour’d to evade St. Paul’s argument, by making Melchifedech an angel; 
an opinion that Origen and Didymus borrow’d from them, and which St. Ambrofe, De Fide, lib. iii, cap. 5. 
calls Judaicum Ludibrium, i. e. a ridiculous Jewith notion. ms 

Bur the fubterfuge, which chiefly prevail’d among them, was the curtailing the Period of the poft-dilu- 
vian patriarchs, and making Sem to be Melchifedech, and then Aaron lineally defcending from him to in 
heric his pricithood alfo; and to make this probable, it may not be improper to obferve, how induftrious 
the Jews have been to pervert the hiftory of Melchifedech, and anfwer St. Paul’s argument taken from him. 

Ferst, They tell us that Melchifedech was abaftard; and becaufe his hame was not to be found in the 
gencalogies, therefore faid to be without father, &c. (See Epiphanius of the herefy of the Melchifede- 
chians, p. 7.) But how this will agrce with his being Sem, I cai. ot conccive. 

Seconpry, They denied Melchifedech’s priefthood, and tranflate. »m15 prince, contrary to the opinions 
of the feventy Jews that tranflated it izgs’s, to Eupolemus in Eufebius's Prep. Ev. lib. xix. c.17. to Philo 
the Jew in his book of Abraham, to Jofephus in Antiq. lib. i. c. 7. to feveral Jews in Epiphan. 'T. i. 
p. 473. and to St. Paul in his epiftle to them, c. 7. 

Turrpty, they make Sem elder than Japhet, and to inherit the pricfthood by right of primogeniture, 
contrary to the LXX, Gen. x. 21. and to Jofephus, Antiq. B.i. c.7. who calls Sem the third fon of 
Noah. 

Fourrutiy, They give a different expofition of the text, fo as to make Melchifedech pay tithes to 
Abraham, contrary to the Septuagint, to Jofephus, Antiq. B.i. c. tr. to Philo, and St. Paul, Heb. vii. 2. 

Firrury, They corrupted the text, Pfal. cx. 4. where by adding a jod, they apply it to David, con- 
trary to the Septuagint, to St. Paul, Heb. v.6. and vii. 17. and to the Scribes and Pharifces, who expound~ 
ed that pfalm of the Meffiah, Matth. xxii. 42, 43. 

Upon all which accounts it may not feem improbable, that as * Aquila made his verfion of the bible 
in the time of - Adrian, to oppofe chriftianity, and depreciate the verfion of the Septuagint, which was 
ufed by the Chriftians; fo the few learncd Jews that lived about that time, did agree to make fome alte- 
rations in the Hebrew alfo, in order to oppofe the Chriftians, and to magnify their traditions; and then 
the true chronology of the Hebrew will be that preferv’d by Jofephus in his Antiquities, which followeth 
the fhorter account before the flood, and the longer after it. 

ar 

* This Aquila was a man of unfettled principles; firft a judicial aftrologer, then a chriftian, and after that, upon fome difguft or 

other, he turn’d Jew, and was circumcifed, and became a birrer enemy to the chriftian religion. Whoever has a mind to know 


more of him, may confult Epiph. in I. de Menf & Ponderib. 
+ Adrian begun his reign A.D. 117. and died A.D. 138. 
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sb 27 2S different nations fet a value on 
Wy SYN dignity of birth and illuftrious ex- 
aes, A jae traction, according to their fevera] 

wit conceptions and notions of honour; 
wae/Se8 fo with us nothing more ennobles 
a family, than the difcharge of the facerdotal 
fanétion; upon which account I may look up- 
on myfelf by birth, fufficicntly diftinguifhed 
from the vulgar, as I am defccnded not only 
trom holy progenitors, who bore the facred of- 
fice, but from priefts of the firft courfe of the 
* Four and twenty, amongft which there are 
different degrees of diftinction. By my mo- 
ther’s fide I am related to royal blood ; for the 
Afamonezan family, from whom ihe derived 
her defcent, fucceflively bore the office of king 
and prieft in our nation for a great many ge- 
nerations. I fhall fet down the fucceffion in 
order. Simon, firnam’d Pfcllus, was my great 
grandtather’s grandfather, who lived when 
Hyrcanus, the fon of Simon che high-pricft, 
and firft of that name, held the pontificate. 
This Simon Pfellus had nine fons, Matthias 
for one, otherwife called Aphlias, who took 
to wife che daughter of Jonathan the high- 
prieft, by whom, in the firft year of the reign 
of Hyrcanus, he had a fon called Matthias 
Curtus; to whom, in the ninth year of the 
reign of Alexandra, was born Jofeph; and to 
him Matthias in the tenth year of king Arche- 
laus; and to Marchias in the firft year of the 
reign of + Caius Cefar, I myfelf, who have 


Jofephus had three fons alfo ; Hyrcanus, the eldeft, was born 


three tons, 
Hyrcanus, 
Juftus, and 
Agrippa. 


in the fourth year of the reign of Vefpafian 
Cefar, Juftus in the feventh, and Agrippa in 
the ninth; and this account of my family I 


have fet down as I find it upon record, little 


regarding the malice of my enemics, who may 
endeavour to traduce my family, and calum- 
niate my character. 

My father Matthias was highly refpected all 
over Jerufalem by perfons of all degrees and 
conditions, not only for his noble birth and 
extraction, but much more alo for his integri- 
ty and juftice. I had an own brother of my 
tather’s name, and he and I were educated at 
tchool together from children. Now being 
endued with a tolcrable good underftanding 
and memory, by the age of fourteen I had ac- 
quired fach a reputation for learning, that the 
chief priefts and rulers would frequently come 
to confult me about the more dificult and ab- 
ftrufe points of the law. After I had arrived 


He applies 


at fixteen, I determin’d to dip into the doc- himfelfte the 


trines of the principal fects among us, 
there are three, the Pharifees, the Sadduces, 
and the Effenes; concluding after I had tricd. 
them all, I fhould -be the better able to chufe 
that which I liked beft; fo I pafled through 
the requifite aufteritiecs of them all, with much 
labour and mortification; nor did I think fit 
to ftop here, but hearing of one Banus, who 
lived like an hermit in the wildernefs, I be- 
came a follower of him alfo. His cuftom was 
to ufe no other cloathing than the leaves of 
trees ; to cat no other food than what the earth 
naturally produced; to bath often in cold 
water, the better to reftrain the irregularities 
of his appetites, and preferve his chafticy. 
After I had ftaid with him three years under 
thefe difciplines, and fully gratified my inclina- 
tion herein, I returned into the city. And 





* The four and twenty were inftituted by king David in the Iaiter end of his reign, 
familics of prictts, fixteen of which were defcended from Eleazar, 


out of the four and twenty 
and eight from {chamar, the two fons of Aa- 


ron. By this appointment every family was to officiate in the temple eight days, or from fabbath to fabbath, and 


fo to do duty one after another, each in his.curn or courfe, 


upon roll. 


which was at that time determin’d by lot, and enter’d 


13 The firtt family, and fo the fecond, the third, &e. in order, according as it hapnened. 
. Seat = = oe 
ft Caius Cefar Caligula, the fourth Romen emperor. He begun his reign, A.D. 1 ee 


“now 


whereof fudy of the 


three fects. 


Becomes a 
difciple of 
one Banus, a 
man of great 
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Jofeph.in- 


clines to the neareit to the opinions of the Stoicks amongft 


way of 
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Pharifees. 


Fe 


Rome. 


Joeph. takes Rome, refolving to ufe my utmoft efforts, to 
a voyage to effect ‘their deliverance, efpecially when J 
relieve them heard they continued ftedfaft to their principles, 


The fhip is through innumerable dangers at fea; for our 
and Jo- fhip toundered in the middle of the Adriatick 
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Pappes, who T returned to my own country, difmifs’d not 
gets the pri- without confiderable prefents over and above. 
ryers teer At my arrival there, I found the minds of the 
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liz fends flight affront or other, fent prifoncrs to Rome, 
feveral priefts feveral priefts of unblameable chara¢tcrs, who 
prifoners © were my intimate acquaintance, in order to 
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cop. 


perare CO revole from the Romans; whereupon I en- 


AMS 


hem 


Manahem, 
S 






put 


i fome of his faction were cut off, I came out of the 
ringiead- temple, and convyerfed frequently with the 


to 
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rifecs, who were in great fear and perplexity; 
for we faw the people up in arms, and what 
to do we knew not. To appeafe the confpi- 
rators was beyond our skill, befides dangerous 
to attempt, wherefore we pretended to ap- 
prove their procecdings, but yet advifed them 
not to ke too rafh, but lee the enemy -P draw 
off a little, hoping that Geflius {| would come 
{peedily with a power fufficient to fupprefs the | 
tedition. Geffius came back indecd to his cofts. Geflius Flo- 
for his troops were intirely cut to picces in the ™s defeated. 
attempt, and himfclf flain; and this blow 
proved the utter ruin of our nation; for the 
fuccefs of this a€tion made the confpirators 
yain cnough to think they were able to con- 
quer the whole Roman power with the fame 
eafc. Juft at this time happened a very tragi- 
cal occurrence, which was as follows: 
Tue Syrians and Jews living promifcuoufly 
together in feveral great towns bordcring on 
Judea, the Syrian inhabitants took occation to 
murder all the Jews, mesi; women, and chil- A maitacre 
dren, who lived with’ them.in thote ciries, of the Jews. 
Without any provocation av all;“for they had 
neither fhewn any publick tokens of dilaffec. 
tion to the Romans, nor been guilty of doing 
any Wrong to them in their private circum- 
ftancecs, But above all, the barbarity of the 
Scythopolitans was moft cranfeendently wick- 
ed and inhuman; for being invaded by Jews, 
who did not live amongft them, chey not only 
forced the Jews of the place, their tcllow- 
citizens, to take up arms againit thoic of their 
own country, which is a thing forbidden by 
our laws; but after they had with their help 
difperfed the cnemy, and obtained a complete | 
victory, contrary to gratitude, to jutlice, and oe barbu~ 
common faith, they maflacred all of that na- (tae Oia 
tion amongtt them without diftinction, to the Scythopoli- 
number of several thoufand perfons. ‘The Jews tans. 
thac inhabited in Damafcus fared no better; 
but of this I thall fpeak more at large in my 
hiftery of the wars of the Jews, that the reader 
may fee we did not begin this war by choice, 
but were forced to it by extreme mere necef- A war of ne~ 
fity. ceffity. 
Arter the defeat of Geffius, the chief men 
amongit the Jews finding themfelves Ictt naked 
and detencelefs, and the mutineers well fur- 
nifhed with arms, apprehended, what after- 
wards proved true cnough, that they fhould 
be expofed to their infults; and underftanding 
that but one part of Galilee had revolted from 
the Romans, and that the other was peaceably 
inclined to them, they commiffioned me and Commiffon- 
two other pricfts, Joazar and Judas, men of ae 
good repute, to go thither, to intreat the dif- Sa AGH peo- 
aflected party to lay down thcir arms, and to ple. 
convince them that it was much better at pre- 
fent to furrender them up into the hands of 
the governors, who would be fure to let them 
have them again whenever there was an occa- 
fion to make ufe of them; and by all means ta 
forbear hoftilities at prefent, till they thould 
know more certainly the real intentions of the 
Romans. 


now being ninetecn years old, I betook myfelf 
to a fecular courfe of life, adhering to the fect 
of the Pharifees, whofe doétrincs approach 







































the Greeks. 

Wuen I was fix and twenty years old, there 
fell out a very particular occurrence, which 
occafioned. me a voyage to Rome; it was this: 
Felix being procurator of Judea, had for fome 


take their trial before Cefar. Upon the news 
of my fricnds misfortunes, 1 imbarked for 


though reduced to the utmott diftrefs, and ne- 
ceffitated to feed upon figs and nuts, to fup- 
port life. In my paflage thither I went 


* gulph, and out of a matter of fix hundred of 
“us,. who were in company, only I, and fome 
others, about cighty in all, who outfwam the 
rett, were by God’s fpecial providence pre- 
ferved, being taken up early next morning by 
a fhip of Cyrene, after we had been a whole 
night in the watcr. Atter this deliverance I 
contracted an acquaintance at Dicearchia, or 
Puteoli, as the Italians chufe rather to call it, 
with one Alityrus, a comedian and favourite 
of Nero, who was by nation a Jew, and b 

whofe interett I became known to Nero’s wife 
Poppea, of whom I quickly obtained, that 
thoie pricits fhould be fer at liberty; and fo 


¢ people difpofed for an infurrcétion, and ready 

deavour’d all I could to bring the mutincers 

to better reafon, by laying before them the 
rer of the enemy they had to do withal, 
a people much their fuperior in martial difci- 
pline, policy, and fortune; wherefore I ad- 
vited them not incontiderately and rafhly to 
hazard the ruin of their country, themfelves, 
their wives, and children, upon fuch unequal 
terms. At this rate I plicd them with all the 
arguments I could think of, to diffuade them 
from enterprizing on a war, which I plainly 
forefaw would involve them in the mott dif 
mal and deftructive confequences; yet all to 
no purpofe, their refolutions were defperate, 
and their madnefs incurable. Fearing thercfore 
leaft I had by a frequent and importunate re- 
petition of the fame counfels, incurr’d thcir 
difpleafure, and given them caufe to fufpeét I 
was a favourer of the enemy, to avoid the 
danger of being feized, and put to death, I 
withdrew into the temple, the faétion having 
already made themielves maftcrs of fort Anto- 
nia. After * Manahem and the ringleaders of 


chief priefts and principal men among the Pha- 


Pr a nt es 

* wes a : : bg site cog rao . 
. This Manahem was w ont to upbraid the Jews, for profeffing to worfhip oné God, and at the fame time own- 
ing the Romans for their matters: he was a perfon of mean extraction, of a very turbulent and feditjous temper, 
and the head of a faction againft the Romans. Setting himfelf up for a prince, he was put to death, together with 
the chief of his accomplices, by Eleazar the high-pricft’s fon the head of another faction, and the firft who excited 
the Jews to rebel againft rhe Romans. 

; A party of Roman foldiers, belieged by the murincers in Agrippa’s palace at Jerufalem. 

ii Gefhus Floras, the Roman governor of Judea, appointed to that office by the emperor Nero. 
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Written Originally by Himfelf. - 


Wrru thefe inftruétions I went into Galilce, 
where I found the Sepphorites ingaged in de- 
fence of their country, that was in great dan- 
ger of being overrun by the Galileans, who 
had invaded them becaufe they continucd firm 
in cthcir alliance to the Romans, and would not 
violate their faith with Senius Gallus then go- 
vernor of Syria. Bue I found an expedient to 
make the Sepphoritcs eafy, and to pacify the 
Galilcans, by procuring them a licence to fend 
as ottcn as they pleafed to Pora, a city of Phe- 
nicia, to their hoftages there, whom they had 
given to Geflius. . 

As for the men of Tiberias, I found them all 
in arms, and the quarre] was this: There were 
three parties in this cicy ; One contifting of 
well-atfected people, hcaded by Julius Capel- 
lus, who was joined by Herod the fon of Mi- 
rarus, Herod the fon of Gamalus, and Camp- 
dus the fon of Campfus ; but as for Crifpus his 
brother, who had been fome time governor of 
that city by the appointment of Herod the 
Great, he at this time lived at his own cftate 
beyond Jordan. ‘Thefe all of them abode by 
the king and the Roman people, and fo too 
did all the reft of the nobility to a man, fave 
Piftus, who in compliance with his fon Juftus 
ftood out. The fecond party confifting of icoun- 
drels and rabble, declared for a war. Atthe 
head of the third was Juftus the fon of Pittus, 
who though he did not give his opinion in ex- 
prefs words for a war, yet at the fame time 
trom the bottom of his heart wifhed for no- 
thing more than a revolution, in hopes thereby 
of gaining fome confiderable poft, and advance= 
ing his fortune ; to which end he made a fpcech 
to the people in a full affembly, endcavouring 
to perfuade them, “ That their city was al- 
“© ways reckoned to belong to Galilec, and 
“ that ic had once been the metropolis of that 
“¢ country in the time of Herod the Tetrarch, 
‘© who being the founder of it, made Sepphoris 
“ fubject to it; that it continued to enjoy this 
“© preheminece even under the government of 
*¢ Agrippa the Father, till Felix became go- 
“¢ vernor of Judea 3 and that ic but very late- 
“ ly loft its right of précedency, no longer ago 
“¢ than the time it was beftowed upon Agrippa 
“¢ the Younger by Nero; and that the Scppho- 
‘* rites were never favour’d with any privilege 
‘¢ above their neighbours, till their fubjecting 
“¢ themfelves to the Roman power, and the 
“¢ removal of the records and the king’s houf- 
*€ hold thither upon that revolution.” With 
thefe and many other the like invective expre{~ 
fions againit the king, when Juftus perceived 
he had excited a {pirit of rebellion in the minds. 
of the people, he faid, “‘ Since the Sepphorites 
“¢ obftinatcly refolved to continue their alliance 
‘¢ with the Romans, now was the only time to 
“¢ affert by force of arms their juft right of 
“* precedency over the whole; and in conjunc- 
““ tion with the reft of the citics of Galilee, 
“¢ who all bore them an antipathy, to fall upon 
“* them with their whole force, and do them 
“¢ what mifchief they could.” With this plau- 
fible and popular harangue, which feemed to 
carry the air of reafon in it, he gained over 
the multitude: betides he was fo well verfed 
in Grecian literature, as to be able to compile 
the hiftory of thofe times, whereby he diguifed 
the truth of things at pleafure, as he found it 
made moftly for his purpofe. But of this man’s 
wickednefs, and how near he and his brother 





ae 
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went to the total and irrecoverable deftruétion 
of their country, an account fhall be given: in 
the fequel of this difcourfe. When Juftus 
therefore had prevailed upon fome of the ci- 
tizens by fair means, and others by force to 
take up arms, he marched out with them all in 
a body, and laid in afhes the villages of the 
Hippencs and Gadarenes adjoining to the coun- 
try of Tiberias and Scythopolis. 

To pafs over from the ftate of affairs at Ti- 
berias to that of Gifchala: John the fon of 
Levi obferving feveral of his countrymen grown 
weary and impatient of bearing the Roman 
yoak any longer, did all he could co keep them 
in their allegiance and duty; bur all to no 
purpofe : for their. neighbours the Gadarenes, 
Gabaraganeans and Tyrians, gathering toge~ 
ther in a ftrong body, aflaulted and carried by 
ftorm Gifchala, which after they had burnt, Githala laid 
and laid level with the ground, they retired. in afhes. 
John was fo provoked at this outrage that he John the fon 
marched with all the Troops he could raife ¢* ete de- 
againft them, engaged, and vanquifhed them ; 3° Se" 
and after that rebuilt the city, and for fecurity 
environed it with a wall. 

Bur the people of Gamala all this while Gamala firm 
continued firmly attached to the Roman intc- to the Ro- 
reft, as may be feen by what follows. Philip Philip’s ais 
the fon of Jacimus Agrippa’s lieutenant, ha- gertil efcave 
ving unexpectedly got off whilft the encmy and delive- 
were ftorming the palace at Jerufalem, fell in- rence. 
to another danger every jot as bad, and had 
like to have had his throat cut by Manahem 
and his barbarous crew ; but was, however, 
happily faved at the interceffion of fome of his 
Babylonian relations, who were then ac Jeru- 
falem; and five days afterwards by difguiting 
himfelf in a cap of falfe hair, he made his ct~ 
cape to a certain village near the caftle of Ga- 
mala, fituate in his own dominions; where 
when he was arrived he fent for feveral of his 
fubjeéts to come to him. In this place he hap- 
pen’d to be feiz’d fuddenly with a fever, which 
by a wondertul providence proved the occafion 
of faving his lite ; for while he lay fick he 
wrote letters to Agrippa and Berenice by a 
certain freedman, with orders to deliver them 
to Varus, to whom at that time, by the king 
and qucen’s appointment, was committed the 
care of the palace, they being on their jour- 
ney to Berytus to mect Geffius. When Varus 
upon the receipt of the letters underftood that 
Philip was got fate off, he took it to heart ex~ 
cecdingly, fearing left the king and queen 
fhould difmifs him, as foon as Philip fhould re- 
turn in fafety. Whercfore Varus cxpofes the Varus puts « 
mefienger to the people as a cheat, and one meflenger to 
that had come to him with a lie in his mouth, aS ae 
fince to his certain knowledge (as he faid) Phi- ? 
lip was then in the Roman army at Jerufalem, 
fighting againit the Jews; and accordingly 
upon this accufation fentenced him to be-fe= 
verely punifhed. The former meflenger not 
returning Philip difpatches a fecond with ano~ 
ther packer, requiring him to bring him word 
what had befallen the firft that he did not come 
back ; Varus took occafion to deal by him al= pe puts a (e- 
fo as he did by the firft; for the Syrians of cone ancien 
Cefarea had puffed up Varus with an opinion ger to death 
that he fhould become a great man, perfuading "Pon the pee 
him that-the Romans would put Agrippa to P™“"™ 
death for this rebellion of the Jews, and that 
they would confer the crown upon him as a 
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well known he had royal blood in his veins, | colleagues ftill wich me, ifthey could be prevail- 
being defcended trom Sohemus the Tetrarch of |ed upon to ftay ; for having reccived fome conti~ 
Like. Elated with thefe hopes Varus there- derable fums of money that were in arrear for. 
a oe bol d to detain the letters, and took | the pricfts tithes, they had fome thoughts of 
ee 1 r care the king fhould never have them, | returning home again; but being intrcated to 
pe fear left any onc fhould cfcape privatc- ftay till we had citablifhed peace and quictnefs 
Ty, and inform the king of his proceedings, he | in the place, they readily esas fo we went 
fet ouards in all the pailes: moreover to ingra- | all together from Scpphoris to Bethmaus, a 
tiate himfelf wich the Syrians of Caefarca he | place about four furlongs diftanc from Tibcrias; 
put great numbers of the Jews to death, deter-| from whence J fent a mefienger to fummon the 
mining likewife with the afiiftance of the ‘Tra-| fenate of Tiberias, and fome ot the heads of the 
chonites of Batanea to fall upon the Jews of} people to come over to me. Upon their arrival, 
Fcbatana, who are called Babylonians. To| and Juftus among the reft, I told them I had a go PaceaRs 
which end calling to him twelve of the chict} commiffion from the council at Jerufalem, to- eens 
men among the Ceefarcan Jews, he ordered | gether with my aflociates, to confer with them erbae mane 
them to go immediately and tell their country- about the demolifhing the palace which Herod Tiberian 
men in his name, that he had received intclli-| the Tetrarch had built there, and adorned with Bout dene 
gence they were making preparations. of war feveral curious images and figures of living oat ilace 
acaintt che king, which he was not willing to | creatures, being a thing expreily forbidden by 
believe ; but notwithitanding, that he ftrictly | our laws ; preiling carneitly that ic might be, 
enjoincd them to lay down their arms, as the} done out of hand. Capella, and the people of 
moft convincing proof they could give of their { his faction, oppos’d it a long time ; bue at lait, 
innocence, and that the report was without | after a hard contcft, we carried the point; now. 
foundation ; adding farther, that he intifted | while this debate was a toot, Jetus the ton ot a rabble 
upon their fending feventy of their principal Saphia, at the head of a icandalous crew of oor aa oe 
men to clear them of the crime wherewith they ! tarpaulins, and other feoundrel fellows, with # ’ 
were charged. ‘The twelve deputies faichfully | the help of a band of icditious Galilaans, tet 
executed their orders ; but when they came to ' fire to the palace royal, in expectation of a 
Ecbatana they found their countrymen about no ; confiderable booty ; tor he had obierved the 
fuch defign ; however in conformity to their , roois of teveral of the rooms to be richly adorn- 
orders they prevailed with them to fend the: ed with gold: and in clicdt they {poiled and 
feventy perfons required along with them back } carried off'a great many things of value in de- 
to Celarea. Warus in the mean time, with ai ipite of all we could do to hinder it, So foon 
party of the king’s foldicrs, intercepted them j as this conference with Capells and the gover~ 
on their journey, fell upon them, and cut them nors of Tiberias was over, we betook ourtelves 
and the deputies likewife, all off to a man ; atter , trom Bethmaus into the Upper Galilee ; at which 
which, he advanced upon his detign againtt the j time the faction of Jcfus put all the Greeks in The fadion 
Jews at Ecbatana: but by a ftrange providence j Tiberias to the {word, and all cthers likewife puts all the 
one of the feventy efcaped the maifacre, and; that had been encmics to them before the war, oe 
had the good luck to get there before him with: Upon the news of this outrage, 1 went in a fword. 
the news of this moft treacherous and inhuman : great rage to Tiberias, to try what I could faye 
action : whereupon the inhabicants immediate-j of the king’s goods upon this pillage; for there 
ly armed themfelves, and with their wives and} were feveral “rich candlefticks of Corinthian 
children took refuge in the cattle of Gamala, ‘ work, precious tables, anda great deal ot filver 
leaving their effects and cattle to a confiderable; in the mafs; and, in fine, refolving all this while 
value, behind them. So foon as Philip heard : to depotite what goods foever J laid hold on, Jofephus de- 
of this adventure he went thither tothem,where: for the king’s uf¢: fo that fending for ten of pofites the, 
the people gave him an univerfal and hearty i the chicf fenators, and Capella the fon of An- pee eree 
welcome, intreating him that he would by all} tyllus, I delives’d: all the nich veficls and other hes 7 
means undertake the war, and be their com~j things of value into their cuitody, with an ex~ 
mander againft Varus and the Syrians of Czfa~j prets charge not to part with them to any body 
rea; for there was a current report abroad { but myfelf I went trom thence with my af- 
that they had killed the king. But Philip did; fociates to Gifchala, to inform myfelf what 
all that lay in his power to appeafe their fury,; Jolin intended to do; whom I found manifeat- 
by reminding them of the many and great fa-! ly engaged in the promoting of an inturreétion, 
vours the king had conferred upon them, and} and {etting up for himfelf ~The emperor had 
of what dangerous confequence it would be to} feveral ftorchoufes fll’d with corn in feveral 
rife in rebellion againft the vaft and formidable| parts of the Upper Galilee, and John would 
power of the Romans: infomuch that they | fain have had the exporting and vending of it, 
were brought, at laft, by his arguments to a| with an intent, he faid, to employ the profir 
better temper. Herod coming at lait to hear| in building walls’ and fortifications. 1 foon 
that Warus had a defign to have maffacred all! fmelt what he would be at, and told him plain- 
the Jews of Cefarea, with their wives and chil-! ly, that it was a thing I would by no means 
dren, to the number of feveral thoufand per-|confent to ; for being obliged by virtuc of my 
fons, he difcarded him, and fent Equus Modius | commiffion from Jerufalem to take care of all 
to fucceed him, as we fhall take notice of elf{e- things within that jurifdiction, I coald not dif- 
where, whilft Philip kept Gamala and the ad- | pofe of thofe ftorcs any other way than cither 
Jaccnt countries in obedience to the Romans. |to the fervice of the cmpzror, or the good of 
Ar my arrival in Galilee, having reccived | the province. When he found I was nor to be 
certain intelligence of thefe things, I wrote to | prevailed upon, he applied himfelt to my af- 
the council at Jerufalem for initructions what fociates, who, berwixt want of torelight and 
todo; and the anfwer I received was to con-| love of money, were brought over by bribes 
tinuc in Galilee, and provide for the fatery of j and fair words to comply with his demands ; 
the place as well as I could, aud to retain rniy bad being two to one, they mutt needs carry 
ig, 
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ohn had no fooner gained this point, but 
t himfelf of another ffratagem : 
‘The inhabitants of Czfarea Philippi had made 
complaints to him, he faid, that they wanted 
pure virgin oil, and defired him to fupply them, 
the Greek oil being forbidden them, and the 
king’s prohibition reftraining them from going 
out of town to fetch it. Now this was done 
by him not fo much out of a principle of gene- 
rofity, as felfintereft ; for he knew that this 
oil bore forty times the price at Cefarea that 
it did at Gifchala ; fo that he fent away all 
the oil from onc place to the other, under colour 
of my licence Certain it is, I did thus far li- 
cence the tranfporting of ic: I durft not pre- 
fame to hinder it, tor fear of being tore in 
pieces by the people ; and fo far only I yield- 
edtoit. ‘This, in fhort, was a wicked contri- 
vance that John turned greatly to his advantage. 
From this place I fent my aflociates back a- 
gain to Jerufalem; and after that, made ic my 
whole bufinefs to arm, fortify, and in fhort, to 

provide all that in me lay for the defence of 

my province. The F ree-Booters, I found, 

were not to be reduced by force; and fo I 

put the people upon trying what might be 

done by compofition ; whereupon we treatcd 

with feveral leading men among them to take 

them off by moncy ; being all convinced, that 

the expence of the penfion would not amount 

to near the fpoil oe make by rapine- and 

: ses Pillage. We came, in fhort, to an agreement 5 

A a? ee ae T took their oaths for performance of ar- 
snent withthe gicles, and fo we parted. The conditions were 
Pree-booters. rhefe, That they fhould not offer any violence, 


it. 


he bechough 


ane aes cither to Romans or Natives, nor ever {et foot 
treaty. in our country, unlefs when invited, or elfe to 
receive their pay. But above all other things, 
it was my peculiar care to keep Galiice quict 5 
and in order thereto, I made choice of ieven- 
Joteph. wkes ty of their moft reputable men to attend me, 


whom I made ufe of as companions, counfel- 
lors, and affiftants ; nay, I govern’d myfelfin 
a great meafure by their advice, faving an in- 
violable refpeét to integrity and juftice ; fo 
that under the appearance of friends, they 
ferved me likewife in the quality of hoftages. 

I was now in the thirtieth year of my life ; 
an age wherein all the virtue and precaution 
in nature is not able to fecure a man from the 
Jafh of envy and detraétion; efpecially in a 
pott of honour and power. _ But I can fay this 
for myfelf however, that I was never char- 
ged with any mifdemeanor, either in relation 
to incontinency, or corruption. I wanted no- 
thing, and I coveted nothing: nay, I was fo 
far from taking any thing I had no legal right 
to, that I refufed my very tenths, though pro- 
perly my dues asa prieit, even when they were 
offer’d me. As for the fpoils taken from the 
Syrians upon the defeat I gave them, it is very 
true that I fent pare of that booty to my kin- 
dred at Jerufalem; and fo, after two over- 
throws given to the Sepphorites ; tour to the 

cople of Tiberias ; one to the Gadarenes; and 
John himielf, after feveral treacherous prac- 
tices againft me, made my prifoncr, I paticd it 
all over without taking any. revenge, cither 
of the one or the other; and God who taw 
the innocence of my heart in this whole affair, 
was fo gracious as to deliver me {rom the inares 
of my perfidious enemies; and not upon that 
occation only, but divers times afterwards, as 
will be feen in its proper place. 
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Tue people of Galilee had all of them fach The Gali- 
a refpeét and veneration for me, that though be ae 
they faw their towais deftroy’d, and their wives fo, Talephus, 
and children hurried away into captivity, they 
and fufferings, than for their own. John was John’s mali- 
ready to burit all this while with envy at the cious envy. 
thought of my being fo popular; and under 
the pretext of a prefent indifpofition, he wrote 
to me for leave to go to the hot baths of 'Ti- 
berias for his health; which I not only grant- 
cd him at firit word, without fo much as 
dreaming of any trick in the bottom of it, but 
gave him recommendatory letters alfo to the 
cities then under my adminiftration to furnifh 
him and his train with meat, drink, lodging, 
and all other conveniencies, and to take care 
that they wanted nothing. I was at this time 
in a village of Galilee called Cana. John was John tampers 
no fooner come to Tiberias, but he fell pre- with the Peo- 
fently to work upon debauching the inhabitants Pl< ee 
into afedition, and inveigling them to break fiphos: J 
off with me, and come over to his party. There 
were a great many among them forward and 
faétious enough ro hearken to any thing that 
tended towards the promoting of a change, and 
overjoy’d too of fuch an occalion : as among 
others, Juftus, and his father Piftus, who im-~ Juftus and 
mediately clofed with the propofition, and oe join ins 
join’d interefts with John againft me. But by ‘Ps WS 
my coming there the plot was feafonably dil- 
appointed ; for Silas, my deputy-governor Of Silasgives Jo- 
Tibcrias, difpatched a mefienger to me with fephus notice 
an account of the whole ftory, from point to ener 
: : pon niin. 
point, and how the cafe ftood at that timc, 
and what they intended: adviling me by all 
means to make what hafte I could thither, and 
prevent the mifchief before it was too late, or 
elfe the government would quickly be in other 
hands. Upon reading this intelligence, I pofted Jofeph. pofts 
away for Tiberias with two hundred men, fent sway for Ti- 
a meflenger before to inform my friends I was berias. 
a-coming, and fo traveled the whole night. 
The pcoplc,carly in the morning came out of the 
town to mcct mc upon the way, and John him- 
felf among the reft; but fo out of countenance 
and confounded, thar he betray’d his guilt in 
his face. Being now confcious to himielf that 
his neck was at ftake, if he was difcovered, he 
made a hafty reverence, and that inftant with- 
drew to his lodging. In the mean time, I 
went direétly to the publick place of exercifes, 
where I difcharged all my own train, except 
one perfon of note, and ten foldiers that I kept 
about me. After this, I mounted a lofty pre- 
cipice, from whence I harangued the Tiberians Jofephus’ dit 
upon the fubject of good faith and allegiance ; courfe upon 
the honour of a generous conftancy ; and the the ae of 
actual bafenefs, as wcll as dangerous confe- 309° nh 
quences of violating their faith ; for one ery. 
treachery, I told them, would moft certainly 
be avenged upon the head of the traitor by 
another ; and that aiter one act of perfidy, 
their credit would be lott for ever. The words 
were hardly out of my mouth, but I heard 
jome body call vehemently and earneftly to me 
immediately to ccme down, and provide for 
my own jecurity, for my enemies were juft 
upon me; and that this was no time for {peeches. 
Now the truth of it was, that having me at 
an advantage in a place where I was little bet- 
ter than alone, John drew a feleét number of 
men out of the thoufand that he commanded, 
wich orders to kill me; and they were already 
advanced 


30 
advanced within a very li ‘ he 
: : ‘defign 3. which they had certainly done, if i 
Yofephis ef fad not leaped down that ‘very moment by the 
capes very help of one of my own guards, whofe name 
narrow'y- was Jacob, and one Herod of Tibcrias, who 
conducted me fafe to the lake; where, by di- 
vine providence, beyond all expectation, I 
We fhipshim- found a vetlel ready that carried me off toTa~ 


as for richeze, and out of the reach and power of my 
arichez, enemies. ‘The people of the place were fo in- 
The people cenfed ar the Tiberians upon this ftory of their 
enraged ac barbarous treachery, that they immediately 


thetreachery--aymed themfelves, and importunatcly begged 

of me in a body, to march at the head of them 

againft thofc perfidious traytors, that they might 

do me right upon them for fo horrid a villainy. 

‘The report of this outrage was quickly fpread 

all over Galilee, with an invitation to come In 

and join with them againtt Tiberias, and to 

fubmit themfelves to the direétion and conduct 

of their governor, to do whatever he Should 

think ft. The Galileans armed themfclves 

prefently in great numbers ; and with great 

earneftncefs entreated me to affault Tiberias, 

and upon the taking of it, utterly to demo- 

lish it; and to expofe the inhabitants with their 

whole families to fale for flaves at_a_publick 

outcry. Nor was this the fenfe of the Gali- 

leans only, but my very fricnds who came to 

me out of Tiberias, gave me the fame advice 

The modera- alfo: but 1 was fo tender of making myfelf 

oe Jo- the author and abettor of a civil war, that I 

als could by no means bring myfelt to refolye 

upon fuch defperate enterprizes; and there- 

fore urged it as their own intereft, not to fall 

to cutting one another’s throats for a {pectacle 

to the Romans, who were to ftand looking on. 

By this means I appeafed the rage of the Gah- 

leans in the conclufion ; though nor without 

much dificulry. When John found that all 

his deceirtul machinations againit me {till mii- 

carried, it was high time now, he thought, to 

leok to himfelf 5° fo that taking what arm- 

ed men he had about him, he Iett Tibcrias, 

soes to Gi. @d went to Gifchala, and from thence he 

chala. wrote me an apologizing letter, wherein he 

John excufes excufed himfelf of the tact; owning that it 

poe Je was indeed a very bafe action, but done with- 
ephus with ae . ; i 

diezisloarhs CUS his knowledge or approbation. He beg- 

and impreca- ged of me that I would belicve him, {wearing 

by all that was good and facred, that what he 

faid was every word of it true to a tittle. But 

this did not fatisty the Galileans arc all; for 

they knew him too well for a perjur’d wretch, 

to believe one fyllable he faid, ever the more 

for his {wearing ic: fo that they ftill impor- 

Heovile Toba tuned me to lead them on to the affault, that 

and Gifthala they might utterly deftroy, at once, both him 

both ar once. and Gitchala, the place of his nativiry. I 

gaye them a thoufand thanks for their demon- 

ftrations of refpeét and good-will, and affured 

them of all the beft offices I could do them in 

requital; but at the fame time I advifed them 

by all means to be temperate and compofed, 

and to give me leave totry alittle, if the quar- 

rel might not be decided without blood, and 

to their liking too, before any farther mif- 

Jofeph. paci- chicf enfued. The Galileans confented, and 

Pena we came foon after to Scpphoris. ‘The inha- 

bitants being refolved to continue their alle- 

Siance with the Romans, were not without 

tome apprehention _upon my advance, and fo, 

for their own fecurity, plotted how they might 

give me a diyerliom fome other way. Jcfus the 
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ttle of executing their | captain of the Bandicti, was at that time up- 


on the borders of Prolemais, with a body of Jefus the 
eight hundred men under his command ; and os 
they could not do better, they thought, than yapes war 
preiently to difpatch a mefienger to him with upon Joteph. 
the promife of a confiderable fum of money 

to make war upon us. The temptation pre- 

vailed; and the way he pitched upon, was, to 

take us at unawares, and unprovided ; and fo 

to do the work by furprize. Upon this, he 

fent word to me by a meilengér, that he fhould 

be glad if I would give him leave to make me 

avilit. I readily agreed to it; tor P had nor 

the lcaft fufpicion of any treachcrous dclign : fo 

thar he took a troop of his robbers, and haften- 

ed his journey with all expedition. But the Jefus fets a 
defign mifcatried; for upon his approach with- trap for Jo- 
in a little of the town, a deferter from him, ee ne 
who came over tome, gave me intelligence of pinyin 

the whole contrivance. Upon this mforma- 

tion, I went direétly into the market-place, as 

if I had known nothing of a plot againit mc, 

attended with a numerous train of Galilzans in 

arms, and feveral Viberians among them. | 

gave order then for the guard ol the patics, and 

to the porters of the gates to Ict in only jctus 

himfelf, wich fome few of his company, and 
then fhut the gates upon the reit ; and if they 
fhould offer to break in by violence, to repek 
them with blows. They punctually oblerved 
my orders, and admitted Jeius with a iimail 
number of his followers; and then fhuc the 
gates upon the reit. So foon as he was in, Y 
bad him furrender his arms, or expect immnc- 
diate death, which he did, finding himfelf fur- 
rounded with a guard of foldicrs. Upon this, 
thofe of his men that were fhut out, hearing 
how it was with cheir leader, betook themicl vcs 
immediately to flight : So calling Jetus apart, 
Taddrefléd him atter this manner: “ I have 
“ you now in my hands, you fee: I knew all 
your contrivances, your countcls, and your 
advifers; and yet ateer all thete provoca~ 
tions, if you will pafs your word now to 
be an hone man, and never cngage in any 
dclien againft me for the future, all chat 
you havc hitherto done [ will trecly forgive 
and forget.” He promifed he would; and 
fo I difmificd him, giving him the libcrry to 
rally his difperfed men again, whom bur jut 
before he had under his conduct. And tor the 
Sepphorites, I only charged them to be quict 
and peaceable for the future, at their peril. 

THERE came to me, at the fame time, two 
noblemen, and fubjects of the king of Tracho- 
nitis, with men, horfes, moncy, and arms. (ye so Jote- 
The Jews were abfolutely againtt the receiving phus with 
of them, unlefs they would confent to be cir- men, horfes, 
cumecis’d; but I rold them that every man was &c. 
to worfhip God according to the dictates of 
his own confcience, nor of another man’s 5 
and therefore J was utterly againit the giving 
of them any trouble upon that account; be- 
fides, that it would be an inhofpitable rigour, 
to make people that came to them for fanctua- 
ry in their diftrefs, repent the gcod opinion 
they had of their charity. Upon debating the 
matter, my arguments were convincing to the 
multitude; and fo I gave them an entertain- 
mient fuirable ro the circumftances and occalion. 

Kine Agrippa, in the mean time, fent Agrip. fends 
Equus Modius with a confidcrable power, to ee me 
take by force the caftle of Magdala. He was the cattle of 
notin a condition to befiege it in form, but Magdals. 
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all chat he could do, was to poft guards upon 
the avenues, and fo to block up Gamala. Ebu- 
tius, the Decadarch,* who had the command 
of the great plain, underftanding thar I was to 
come to Simonias, a village upon the confines 
of Galilee, and a matter of fixty furlongs off 
from the place where he was, drew out a 
hundred horfe that he had then about him, 
near two hundred foot, and fome auxiliary 
troops from Gaba, and marching them by 
night, came up to the village where I was; 
whereupon I fac’d him with a very {trong bo- 
dy of men, which ke obferving, would fain 
bave drawn me into the open field, relying 
upon the ftrength of his horfe; but my firength 
donfitiing chictly in foot, I found I fhould have 
much the worft of it, if I ventur’d myfelf up- 
on that odds of ground, and fo ftirr’d not a 
foot from my itation. Ebutius did all he could 
to force me from my poft; but when he faw 
his defign impracticable with horfce, he found- 
We quits his ed a retreat, and march’d off to Gaba, ha- 
defign, and ving loft only three men in the action. I fol- 
marches f0 Jow’d immediately clofe at his heels, with a 
gabe, body of two thoufand men; and when Icame 
to Bcfara, a town upon the confines of Prolc- 
mais, and about twenty furlongs from Gaba, 
where Ebutius at that time was, I poflefs’d 
myfelf of all the pafles about it, to fecure my 
quarters from any fudden attack of the enemy, 
and inthe mean time carried off the wheat and 
other grain, to a prodigious quantity, which 
had been taken from the adjacent villages be- 
fonging to queen Berenice, and was there laid 
up initore. This provifion I order’d to be 
carried to Galilee upon a great number of ca- 
mels and affes which I had brought thither for 
that purpofe. So foon as this work was over, 
T offer’d Ebutius battle; but when we faw hc 
durit not venture upon an engagement, being 
difhearten’d at our refolution, 1 bent mry courie 
toward Neapolitanus, who was then in garri- 
jon with a body of horfe at Scythopolis, and 
committing ravage in the country about Tibe- 
vias. By this means I deliver’d Tiberias from 
any farther vexation from thiscnemy; and my 
whole care, in the next place, was how to pro- 

vide for the fettling of Galilee. 
John en- Now John the fon of Levi, being, as I faid 
raged arthe before, at Gifchala, was gall’d to the very 
reputation fon] ro fee all my enterprizes attended with 
ich fuceefs, and to find how much I was refpected 
“by my people, and fear’d by my enemics ; 
and in the rancour of this envy, projecting 
with himfelf how he might turn the hearts of 
my fubjects againft me, he folicited the Tibe- 
rians and the Sepphorites to join in his de- 
fign, flattering himfelf that he might gain over 
to his fide the Gabarenes too ; thefe being the 
moft confidcrable people in galilec, reprefent- 
ing to them, how much eafier their condition 
would be under his. government than they 
found ic in mine; and reckoning upon it all 
the while, that jutt fo much advantage, or re- 
putation as I got, he himfelf lott. “The Scp- 
phorites were, in truth, neither for him, nor 
for me, but for the Romans. The Tibcrians 
would not be prevailed upon to revolr, but 
promifed however to maintain an amicable 
The Gaba- Correfpondence with him; only the Gabarencs 
renes fide  ef{pouicd his intereft, and came into his mea- 
with John. fures, at the inftigation of Simon an eminent 
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* A Decadarch, is the governor of a tenth part of a country. 
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citizen, and a particular friend and compa- 
nion of John’s; and they were not altogether 
barefac’d neither, in the new alliance, lor fear 
of the Galileans, of whofe friendfhip and rc- 
{pect to me, they had {cen fo many inftances ; 
but they never fail’d, however, of acting their 
part in any underhand practices againit mc; 
and it was very narrowly that 1 cicaped them 
upon one particular inftance. There was a 
party of Dabarittcnians, a parcel of bold 
young fellows, who upon intelligence that 
the wife of Ptolemy, the king’s intendant, 
was travelling with a pompous train of horfe Qe 
and. other equipage over the great plain, out Dabacittes 
of the king’s jurifdiction, into a province of nians. 
the Romans, way-laid, and fer upon the com~ 
pany, forced the lady to fhift for herfelf, and 
made prize of what fhe had. ‘This happened They carry 
while I was at Tarichee, and thither they Ne tg 

: . AYrlcucse 
brought four mules laden with rich cloaths, 
and other coftly furnicurce, a vaft number of fil- 
ver veficls, and five hundred pieces of gold. 
Now thefe being the goods of Prolemy, a 
man of my own tribe, (and our law not ad- 
mitting us fo much as to rob our cnemics,) EF 
told the people who brought them, that they 
were by all means to be carefully preferv’d, 
until they could be fold to the bett-advantage, 
and the moncy thereof to be then laid out up- 
on repairing the walls of Jerufalem. Thefe 
ruffians laid it fo to heart to be difappointed 
of a booty, they thoughr themfelves as good 
as furc-of, thar they currently reported it all 
about ‘Tiberias, that I had a defign in my head 
to betray the province to the Romans. -I pre- 
tended indeed, they faid, to employ the pro- 
fit of the purchafe upon rebuilding the walls 
of Jerufalem; but upon the whole matter, 
that my real intention was to reitore it to the 
former maitcr, and they were not much mif- 
taken in thcir opinion; for after the departure 
of the young men, I call’d two citizens to 
me of the firft quality; that isto fay, Daffion 
and Jannzus, the fon of Levi, both in great 
favour with the king, and order’d them to 
make refticution of the prize, and upon pain Jofeph.caufes 
of death not to divulge the fecret to any one the booty to 
living. ‘The rumour was by this time fpread be reftored. 
all over Galilee, that I had torm’d a defign to Jofephus 
deliver the country up to the Romans; and all charg’d with 
people were tamper’d with againft me to take a They: 
revenge. ‘The men of Tariches among others, 
gave fo much credit to the ftory, that they 
dealt with feveral of my guards, and other 
foldiers, to fteal away from me when afleep, 
and come into the Circus to confult there with 
other people concern’d, how to depofe me, and A plot to de- 
difpofe of the government. When they came'poteJotephus 
thither, they found a huge concourfe of people 
aflembled together beferchand, all with one 
voice calling out for juftice upon the traitor; 
but the ringleader of the tumult was Jefus, the Jefus the fon 
fon of Saphias, who -was at that timie the chief of Saphias, 
magiftrate of ‘Tiberias, and one of the falfest, head of the 
and moft feditious wretches in nature. He **tie™- 
prefented himfclf, with the two tables of Mo- 
{cs in his hand, and preffing into the middle 
of the crowd, addrefs’d them after this man- 
ner: “Tf fo be, fays he, that you are grown 
“« carclefs and forgetful of your own good and 
“ fatety, Ict it be recommended to you, how- 
“ ever, ftill to preferve a veneration for thefe 
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“ holy laws, which that fame Jofephus, your 

« governor, has made no {cruple to betray, 

& and confequently to render himfelf fo odious 

© to all good men, that no punifhment can be 
“ too cxemplary and fevere.” ‘Thefe words of 

his were entertain’d with acclamations and 

applaufes, whereupon taking: foldicrs along 

with him, he hurried away immediately to 

Joteph. befer my lodging, with a full determination oe 
in his houfé away my life; and there lay I, quite tired, 
with foldiers- and“ faft afleep, without fo much as the Icaft 
thought or apprehenfion of a tumult, But at 

laft, all on a fudden, Simon, one of my body 

guards, and the only man that ftaid with mc, 

upon the fight of a crowd of people prefling 

in upon me, rous’d me up, and awaken’d me, 

fhewed me the danger I was in, and advifed 

me in one word, rather, like a foldier and man 

of honour, bravely to fuffer death from my 

own hand, than to die fhamcfully and igno- 

minioufly under the infults, and at the will and 

pleafure of an infolent enemy. Upon this ad- 

vice I committed myfelf to providence, chang’d 

fofeph. flips my cloaths, difguis’d myfelf in black, and 
away ina di hanging my fword round my neck, out I went 
puis: by aby-way, where I was fure to mect none 
of my adverfarics, ftrait to the multicude in 

He goes to the Circus; where when I was come, I fell 
the Circus, proftrate on my face, weeping and wailing in 
and addrefles {4 moving a manner, that the generaliry of 
week the people themfelves could not but pity me. 
me peek” When I found the temper of the people in 
fome meafure wrought upon and foften’d, I 
did what { could to divide them in their opi- 
nions of mc, and of my condition, before the 
return of the foldiers trom my ledgings. I 
told them T did not pofitively deny but thar 
there was fomewhat indeed of truth in the 
matter, wherewith I was charged: I detir’d 
enly that they would firft rightly inform them- 
felves of the fads, and what ufe 1 intended to 
make of that booty; and then, if they thought 
me deferving of death, let them take my life 
and welcome. The multitude were for hear- 
ing me, and bad me procced, only the fol- 
M3 diers being juft now return’d, were for cutting 

the foldiers 2a, : ts oS 
for cutting me to picces iminediately, without any more 
him to pieces. ado; but upon the clamour of the common 
people to the contrary, they were prevail’d 

upon to ref{pite the execution, talking for grant- 

ed, that after the difcovery, and confeffion 

of the treafon, and that T did really intend to 

referve that money for the king, they fhenld 
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have a better excufe and pretence tor going 
thorough with the work at laft. Upon this 
they gave me the hearing, and filence being 
proclaim’d, that which I faid was fhort, and 
to this effect. 

“ Men and brethren, if it fhall be your 
opinion that I have deferved to dic, I free~ 

ly fubmit, provided I may but give you a 
truc flate of the cafe betore I jufier; I have 
ever look’d upon this city 2s a fanctuary to 
ftrangers; and indeed the comforts and con- 
venicnces it affords to mankind, are fo great 
and general, and the manners and conver- 
fation of the inhabitants fo taking and agrec- 
able, that multitudes of ftrangers have been 
tempted to furfake their native foil, and 
tranfplant themfelves hither, ‘refolving to 
take the common fortune of the place, gocd 
or bad. And what’s my crime now, but 
only a detign to devote a fum of money, cut 
cf a zeal to the publick good, toward the 
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“ repairing of your walls? This is, in fhort, 

“ the whole ground of your difplcafure.” 

The Taricheans and foreigners, with infinite 

thanks encouraged me to go on, and fear no- 

thing; but the Galileans and Tiberians, on 

the other hand, continued as untractable and 
outragious, fo that it came to a direct feud 

betwixt them; the one fide aflailing me with The multi- 
menaces and hard words, and the other en- tude are di- 
gaging for my fecurity and protection. But pee 
upon promifing the Tiberians to do as much apaingt oS 
for them too, and fo likewife for other towns, 

where the firuation would bear it, they drop- 

ped the conteft, took my word for the per-= 
formance, and every man withdrew to his own 

home, one aftcr another; after which unex- 

pected and wonderful deliverance, I return’d 

with fome iricnds, and a matter of twenty 

foldicrs, to my own quarters. The ruffians 

and heads of this {editious tumult, apprchend- 

ing themfelyes now in fome danger to be cal- 

led to an account for what they had done, 

gather’d together about fix hundred of them, 

and marched dircétly to the houfe where I 

lodged, with a refolution to fet fire to it. Another de- 
Being inform’d of their coming, and of their fign upon 
purpofe, I thought it would look cowardly to peeenye ae 
tly before them; fo that I rather chofe to thut YS “OCB™E - 
the doors againft them, and make the bef of 

a bad game. Upon this I call’d to them out 

of my upper chamber window, that if moncy 

was what they made a rout about, they had 

no more to do then but to appoint any body 

they thought fit to reccive it, and never give 
|themfelyves any farther trouble or uneatinefs 

about the matter. So thcy fent over a party 

to fetch the moncy; and upon their entring 

the houfe, finding one particular pcrfon to be 

more infolent and troublefome than the reit of 

his companions, I order’d him to be feiz’d, 

whipt, one hand cut off, and hang’d about his 

neck, and fo turn’d out again, to tell his tale 

to thofe that employ’d him upon this errand. 

The whole company was fo aftonith’d at this 
treatment, that taking for granted I had a 
{trong guard in my houfe, they all feour’d off 

as hard as they could drive, for fear of being 

ferv’d with the fame fauce; and by this étra~ Jofephus 


‘jtagem I brought myfelf off for this bout. Af brings him- 


felf off by z 


ter this difappointment, they had recourfe to 
ftratagem. 


another invention (as they would never be 
without fome pretext or other to ftir up the 
multitude.) They pick’d a quarrel with the 
two noblemen that apply’d themfelves in their 
diftrefs to me for fanctuary; alledging they 
were fpies and poifoners, in the intereft of the 
Romans, and not to bé proteéted in any place 
where they refus’d to conform to the faihions 

This popular way of hint and The levity of . 


of the country. 
- the common 


infinuation put the multitude in a ferment again; 
but upon hearing which way it wroughr, I PcoPle- 
told them plainly that it was not cither gene- Jofeph. re- 
rous or difcreet to feize and infult people who fons the mit 
cait themfclves upon us for fuccovr: for we ter withthen 
did not know how foon their cafe might come 
to be our own. And then to fancy their com= 
ing hither was with an intent to poifon us, no- 
thing could be more ridiculous; for what 
fhould the Romans be at the charge for, of 
Maintaining 19 many legions in arms, and in 
bay, if they thought they could fubdue their 
jencmics by ipells or poifon? This pacify’d 
them a little for the prefent ; but their choller 
‘was up again Immediately, infomach that away 


they : 


a 


+ The people 
of Tiberias 
offer their 
tervice to 
Agrippa. 


The inhahi- 
tants are rea- 
dy to revolt. 


they went with a band of defperate ruffians 
together to Tarichee, to befer the lodgings 
ot theic ttrangers, and take away their lives. 
in the very inttant of hearing what they were 
about, I gor what men [ could together, and 
do potted away with all poffible {pced to pre- 
vent the miichief; for the fufierance ot fo 
barbarous an inhumanity, would have made 
sme odious to mankind. In fhort, ‘I made a 
ihift to get up time enough to fecure the door, 
and make good the houfe, till I could run a 
rrench from the backfide into the lake there 
clofe by, where I took a boat, and fo crofs’d 
over to the borders of the Hippenians, with 
my two noble gucfts aboard, where I allow’d 
them the value of their horfes, which in fuch 
a hurry they could not bring off with them ; 
and ac parting carneftly befought them to bear 
their prefent lot with conftancy and honour ; 
for I abhorr’d from the bottom of my heart, 
the very thoughts of doing a thing fo like 
treachery, as to refign up any man to the mer- 
cy of an cnemy’s country, who had cait him- 
{cLf into my arms, in confidence of good faith 
and protection; but of the two, I rather chofe, 
how hazardous foever, to leave them to pro- 
‘idence and the mercy of the Romans one 
way, than expofe them to a certain deftruction 
by the perfidy of my own people, the other. 
But after all this, they were preferv’d at latt ; 
Agrippa pardon’d them 3 and this was the end 
of thefe broils. 


‘Eu Tibcrians entertaining fome thoughts of 


going over to king Agrippa, offer’d him their 
fervice by letter, provided he would furnifh 
them with troops fufficient to proteét them. 
Upon the firft notice of this overturc, I went 
to look after them, and upon my arrival, they 
put me in mind of my promife for the re“ 
building of: their walls, being inform’d, it 
feems, that I had been as good as my word at 
Tarichce already. I told them it fhould be 


donc, and gave orders for the providing of 


matcrials and worxmen to fet about it imme- 
diately. Atter three days ftay there, I took a 
journcy to Tarichee about thirty furlongs off ; 
in which time it fo fell out, that certain Ro- 
man troops being upon their march within 
fight of ‘Tiberias, the inhabitants taking them 
to be of Agrippa’s party, fell prefently into 
the higheft commendations imaginable of the 
king; and at the fame time reflected upon 
me.as bitterly and contemptuoufly as was pof- 
fible. Soon after news was brought me by a 
meilenger in great hafte, that the people were 
upon the very point of a revolt, which put me 
to my wits end what to do; for the fabbath 
being now at hand, I had difmifs’d the fol- 
dicrs from Tarichee, for the quieter celebra- 
tion of the feftival; befides that, I feldom kept 
any life-guards about me in that place, in con- 
fidence of the known loyalty and good affec- 
tion of the people; fo that having but feven 
foldicrs, and a few friends with me, I was in 
a great perplexity what courfe to rake. It 
would have been to no purpofe to recal my 
troops now in the evening, which I could 
have no ufe of at all the next day; fach a 
thing being forbid by our laws, though upon 
ever fo neceilary and emergent an occafion ;* 


and then for the people of Tari¢hea, itrangers’ 
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and all, in cafe I could have cngaged them to 

my aliittance, us perhaps I might, by the hope 

and promife of pillage and booty, yet their 
ftrength would have been too weak and in- 
fufficicnt to have done my bufinefs ; and there 

was no room for confideration or delay, for 

fear of the enemies prepofleffing themfelves of 

the city in the interim, and fhutting: me out; 

fo that I bethought myfelf of this politic in- 
vention; I gave ftri¢t orders to tome of my Jofephus's 
very particular and trufty friends, to keep a Se 
watchiul cye upon the gates, and not fufler beagle A 
any perfon to pafs cut of the town; I like thot wits 
wile appointed the heads of the chief fami- again. 
lics in the city, every man to mount his boat, 

and put out into the lake, with only one ma- 

riner to every boat, and fo to follow me, 

while I myfelf, with feven foldicrs, and fome 

few of my friends in another boat, ood away 
direétly for Tiberias, where the people were 

by this time informed of their miftake, and 

that there were no troops of the king’s at 

hand, as they imagin’d. “The inhabitants ob- 

ierving the lake, however, cover’d over with 

vefiels, and furmifing nothing lefs than an ar- 

my aboard, ready to break in upon the city, 

betook themfelves in this fright, upon fecond 
thoughts, to other meatures; for laying down 

their arms, they came out with their wives 

and children, and with all the fubmiffion in 


ithe world, welcom’d me at my arrival, with- 


ing me fuccefs in my undertakings, and invi- 
ting me into their city, not in the leaft fulpect- 
ing all this while that the plot was difcover’d. 
Upon drawing near the fhore, I gave order for 
all my followers to come to an anchor fo far 
from land, that the people might not difvern 
this formidable flect at {uch a diftance, to be 
only an amufement of empty boats. In the 


mean time I came up myfelf to the very kcy, 


and feverely rebuked them for the wickednefs 

and folly of their breach of faith. However, 

at laft, I faid, I was content freely to pardon 

their mifdemeanor, provided they would pro- 

mife to continue for the future more ftedfatt 

in their duty, and for {ecuricy fend me aboard 

ten of their firft quality; which they confent- 

ing to, I direétly thipp’d them off for 'Tari- Jofephus gets 
chee, with orders for them to be kept there a eee 
in cuftody; and by this trick I got the whole ey of Ti 
{enate into my hands, and by degrees a great berias for his 
part of their principal citizens too, one after fecurity. 
another. The remainder of the multitude re- 

fleéting upon the condition they now were in, 

laid the blame wholly upon one Clitus, a bold, Clitus the _ 
hot-headed, young fellow among them, as the Principal ine 
chief incendiary, and defir’d me that I would pees le 
command juftice to be done upon him. I gait fbr cat 
could not in confcience punifh with death a tice upon 
man of my own tribe, and yet lying under an him. 
abfoluce necefliry of making an example of him 

fome way or other, I commanded one Levi, a 

foldicr in my guards, to cut off one of his 

hands. he fellow was afraid to venture up- 

on it alone, for fear of the people; and I was 

as much afraid on the other fide, leaft the peo- 

ple fhould take notice of his boggling at the 

execution; fo that without any farther cere- 

mony, I called out to Clitus myfelfi “ Come, 

“ faid I; thou vileit of mifcreants, I do here 

** condemn thee to the lofs of both thy hands, 


fa jews were fo religioufly, not to fay fuperftitionfly, frict in the obfervance of their fabbath, that they fu 
cid Jerufalem to be taken twice, rather than fight on thar day. 
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for thy ingraticude and treachery, and as 
much as in thee lies, to be thine own cxc- 
“© cutioner, wherefore be quick and difpatch, 
© or it fthall be worfe for thee.” The man 
bege’d hard to be excus’d. for one of them, 
and after fome feeming difficulty having ob- 
tain’d it, he immediately with a fword cut off 
Jee Chas his left hand with his right, and this put an 
ju ges HETUS . od iS 
to cut off his end to the rumult: From hence I return 
left hand wich ‘Tarichee. ‘The'Tiberians coming afterwards to 
his right’ ~~ now the ftraragem I had made ufe of, were 
in great admiration at my putting 2 itop - 
fo furious an uproar, without blood-ihed. 
Marters being now quiet, I fent for the ae 
rian prifoners to cat with me, Juftus and hts 
father Pittus among the reft. I was faying in 
the freedom of table difcourfe, that I look’d 
upon the Romans as the moft powerful people 
under the fun; but yct in regard of the pre- 
fent faction I had to do withal, I reckon’d it 
good diferction to keep my thoughts to my- 
felt, and I told them I thought it would be 
well if they did fo too, till times fhould be 
better, adviling them in the mean while to 
live quict under my adminiftration, for they 
fhould never find any governor eafier to them 
than myfelf; fo I reminded Juftus of the Gali- 
leans cutting off the hands of his brother up- 
en a pretence of forgery, before my coming 
from Jerufalem; and likewife how the Ga- 
malitcs upon a difpute they had with the Ba- 
bvlonians atter Philip’s departure, put his near 
Kinfman Chares to death, whercas I had not 
treated his brother in law Jecfus, I told him, 
at that barbarous rate. This was the fub- 
fiance of what pafs’d at fupper, and the next 
Juitus and his morning early, I commanded Juftus and his 
dithered Companions to be all difcharg’d. 
ronan Iv was a little before this, that Philip the 
fon of Jacimus left Gamala upon this account. 
News being brought him of the revolt of Va~ 
rus from Agrippa, and that Modius Equus, his 
very geod tricnd, was put in his place, he in- 
forn’d Miodius by lcttcr, how it was with 
him, and of the prefene ftate of his affairs, 
with a packet alfo tor the king and queen, 
who were then at Berytus. Modius was over- 
Joyed to find him in health, and in fo good a 
condition, and ient away the other packer ac- 
cording to the addrefs. So foon as the king 


Jofeph. ad- 


Jofeph. in- 
vires Juftus 
and Piftus, 
and other pri- 
foners, to ear 
with him. 
Jofephus’s 
difcourfe at 
the table. 


underitoad by thefe letters, that the ftory of 


Philip’s putting himfelf at the head of ‘the 
Jews aguinit the Romans, was a falfe report, 
he fent for him to court, by a party of horfe; 
castor Phi- and taxing him into his arms upon his arrival 
Hp tocourty yich great honour and kindnefs, told the 
comimaaers about him, thet this was the per- 

fon they heard was gone off from the Ro- 

and giveshim mans. Soon after this he fent him with fome 
Ca troops of horfe to the fort of Gamala, with 
Smme’®* orders to bring away all his family, refettle 
the Babylonians in Batanga, and to take all 

poflible care to keep the people quiet. Philip 

had no fooner receiv’d his initru€tions, but 

away he went immediately upon his commif- 

fion. About this time upitarted a kind of a 

quack doctor, whofe name was Jofeph, with 

a crew of defperate young rogues at his heels, 

and not without fome conlidcrable citizens in 

the medley, for the better countenancing of 

One Jo&ph, the tumule. The bufincfs of this mountebank, 
a was to debauch the people trom their alle- 
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giance to the king, by encouraging them to! me fome other way. 
take up arms, and with Gvord in hand to af-! 





fert their antient rights and libertics. The 

faction grew quickly to fuch a head, that they The fadtion 
put to death all who durit oppofe them, or in a tumult, 
fpeak one word in contradiction to their a ees . 
proceedings; amongft the reft, they killed “scterem, 
Chares, and his kinfman Jefus, with the 

fitter of Juftus of Tibcrias, of whom we 

have fpoken already. They wrote to me af. 

ter this, to fend them troops for a garrifon, 

and workmen to encompafs the town with a 

wall, for its better fecurity; both which I 

agrecd to. 

Ar the fame time the country of the Gaue The Gauta- 

lanites revolted from Agrippa, as far as the nites fall off 
village Solyma. I wall’d in Sogannis and Se- mere Agrip- 
leucia, two places of very great ftrength by F ofeph. walls 
fituation; and I fortified feveral towns in the and fortifies’ 
Upper Galilee, as Jamnia, Amerytha, and feveral places, 
Charabe, all fituatce among the rocky moun- 
tains. In Galilee I very ftrongly fortificd the 
towns alfo of T'ariches, Tibcrias, and Sep- 
phoris, and the villages of the cave of Arbela, 
Berfobe, Selame, Jotapata, Capharath, Co- 
mofogana, Nepapha, and the mount Itabyr. 
In thefe places I had my magazines of corn 
and arms, 

Tur1s profperous courfe of my affairs was fo 
difpleafing to John, the fon of Levi, that it 
increafed his hatred towards me every day more 
and more; fo that he fully determin’d with 
himfelf to work my deftruétion, let the confe~ 
quence be ever fo fatal. To which end, after John deals 
the walling in of Gifchala, he difpatch’d his with Simon 
brother Simon with a hundred men, to Simon '? oe Jem. 
the fon of Gamaliel at Jerufalem, to try if ¢Po iimeyS 
he could get the council of the city to re= yernment, 
move me from my government of Galilee, and 
to fubftirure John in my place. Now this Si- simon, an 
mon was a citizen of the firft rank; by fect, a eminent citi- 
Pharifee, and confequently a more than ordi-+ ao oe 
nary ftrict obferver of the laws of his country; ¢.” 
a perfon of extraordinary prudence, than whom 
no man was better qualified for the rectifying 
and compofing any dangerous diforders in the 
ftate, by the wifdom of his councils; and be~ 
fides, that he had been known for a long time 
to be John’s particular friend, and at that junc~ 
ture, my inveterate enemy. He was, in jhort, 
fo far wrought upon by folicitation and intrea- 
ty, that he fuggefted it to Ananus the high Ananus the 
pricit, and Jeius the fon of Gamala, with high-priet, 
others of the party, to cut me off betimes, and Jefus the 
whilft they had it in their power, and to pre- oe oe Batis 
vent me from arriving at the higheft pitch of ceinte You 
glory, to which I was afpiring; belides, it fephus. ” 
would be highly conducive to thcir intereft, 
he faid, to have me turn’d out of the command 
of Galilee, and to fee it done without delay 
too, before the defign could take air; for fear 
of my preventing the execution of it, by fal- 
ling in upon them with a powerful ‘army. 

Ananus the high-pricft told him on the other 
hand, that I had fo many of the chief pricfts 
and heads of the people that could bear wit- 
nefs to the conduét and. juftice of my admini- 
ftration, that it would be a difficult matter to 
obtain a vote againft me; and to pafs a defi- 
nitive fentence upon any man, without being 
able to affign his crime, was an unjuft and 
wicked action. So Simon defir’d them to take 
no notice at all of what had pafs’d, but Icave 
it to him to lay a projeét for the difplacing of 
2 n Upon this he applied 
himfelt to the brother of John, and propofed 

the 





the diftribution of moncy and prefents among 
the friends of Ananus, as the moft likely 
courfe he could take for the obtaining his 
gimon gains, point. By this method, in fhort, Simon com~ 
his point with paffed his cnd 5 for Ananus and his compa~ 
money and njons, upon the recciving of thefe bribes, laid 
prelenty, their heads together immediately how they 
might depefe me fromi my government, and 
with fo much icerecy, as not ro make any man 
belide privy to the counfel. The way they. 
of the comri- Pitched upon was to employ four agents upon 
yance and the the commiffion 5 two of thera noble, and the 
agents eni- other two plebcians ; bac all tour equally qua- 
ployed. lify’d for their learning, and skill in the laws, 
fo there was Jonathan and Ananias, both pha- 
rifees, for two of them; Joazar, a man of a 
facerdotal family, and a pharafee alfo, for a 
third ; and then the fourth was Simon, of the 
pontifical line too, and the youngeft of the 
A plotagainft four. Thefe men had their inftruétions given 
Jofephus. them to argue the matter at the next mecting 
of the Galileans, with the members of the 
afflembly, .and to expoftulate why they fhould 
honour me with their choice before another. 
{f they fhould alledge, becanfe I am a native 
of Jerufalem ; ic might be anfwered, fo were 
they ; and if tor my knowledge of the laws, 
the fame thing might be faid for them too; 
or if they fhould fay they did it out of a re- 
fpeét to the pricfthood, they might make an- 
{wer that two of their number had the very 
fame pretence. With this leflon, and forty 
thoufund picces of filver, taken out of the pub- 
Jick trcafury, Jonathan and his companions 
went away about their bufinefs. 

Axsour this time onc Jefus a Galilean, came 
to Jcerufalem, with a band of fix hundred fol- 
dicrs 3 with him thefe commiffioners agreed for 
three months pay advance, to follow Jonathan 
and his coNcagucs, and to act in obedience to 
them, and their orders. ‘To thefe foldicrs they 
joined three hundred citizens, whom they fur- 
niflicd with moncy fuflicicnt to defray the ex- 
pence of thcir own journcy, and that of all 
the reft likewife. Thus equipped and provid- 
ed for a march, the deputics fer out, and the 
brother of John, with his company of an hun- 
dred men along with them. ‘Their order was 
this; in cafe I thould voluntarily lay down my 
arms, to take me prifoner, and fend me alive 
to Jerufalem ; but if I made any oppofition, 
they were to kill me out of hand; and their 
commiffion fhould be a fuficiene warrant for 
fo doing. From the fame hands there were 
letters difpatched away to John alfo to be-in 
readinefs to make war upon me. And the Sep- 
phorites, the Gabarencs, and the 'Tibcrians, 
were likewife engaged to fallin with the par- 
ty. Now Jefus the fon of Gamala, one who 
wifhed me well, and was privy to the whole 
contrivance, gave my father intelligence, from 
time to time, of every thing that pafled; and 
from him I received a particular account of 
of the whole matter. It very fenfibly affected 
me to confider the ingratitude and malicious 
practices of a faction in the city againft me ; 
and my affli€tion was as great to find the 
trouble my father was in for my fake, and with 
what carneftnefs he preffed me to come over to 
him, upon a fuggeftion that it was only to fee 
me once more before he died. In this unhap- 
py fituation of my affairs, 1 communicated my 
intentions to my tricnds, and told them, that I 


‘The manner 


Jofephus’ fa- 
ther fends 
him inrelli- 
gence of it. 


vas determined within the compats of threc ' ward Chabolo. 
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days, to lay down my command, and go back Jofephus 
again into my own country. Thcy all fell in- would have 
to tears and Jamentations upon the hearing one 
it; begging and intreating of me, not to Jeaye See weuld 
them upon any terms to the certainty of pC- nor part with 
rifhing when I was gone. But my life being him. 

at ftake on the one hand, againft their prayers 

aud importunities on the other, 1 {till perfitted 

in my purpofe. The Galilzans were poflefied 

with fuch a terrible apprchenfion of being ex- 

pofed to the infolence and oppreffion of thieves 

and out-laws after my departure, that they 
immediately fent notice up and down, through 

the whole province, that I was upon the point 

of leaving them. ‘This news brought a great 

multitude of people together, with their wives 

and children, into the great plain of Afoch, 

where I then was, to try if they could prevail 

with me to ftay; not fo much out of an aflec- 

tion to me, perhaps, as for fear of the danger 

they were in themfelves; for they reckoned all 

to be fafe fo long as I was among them. 

Ir was a wonderful dream I had that very a propheti-, 
night : as I was in my bed, my head and my cal dream of 
heart overwhelm’d with forrow, being extreme- Jof&phus’s- 
ly troubled upon the account of my father’s 
letters, I faw, methought, the vifion of a man 
at my bed fide, and_a voice {peaking to me af- 
ter this manner: ‘Ceafe to difquiet thy heart, 

‘© good man, and fear nothing; for all thefe ca- 

*¢ lamities will blow over, and only lead to 

“ thy greater advantage and fatisfaction ; not 

“* only for the prefent, but likewife for the 

“¢ time to come ; wherefore trouble not your- 

“¢ felf, but remember that you are to have a war 

*¢ with the Romans.” Upon waking out of 

this dream, I got up with an intent to go out 

into the plain, and I had no fooner fhew’d my- 

{clf, but a world of the Galilzans, men, wo- 

men, and children, caft themfelvces upon their 

faces at the very fight of me, and with tears 

and fupplications befought me not to leave 

them in this extremity, expofed to the infults 

of their enemies. When they found prayers 

and _importunities would do no good, they 

prefled me with adjurations not to forfake them, 

caiting many a_contumelious reproach upon the 

people of Jerufalem, who would never let them 

be quiet. ‘This to me was fo fad a hearing, 

and fo rucful a fpectacle, that it made my 

bowels yearn with compaflion to confider the 

diftrefs of fo many thoufands of miferable 

creatures, and brought me over, in the end, to 

a refolution of running any hazard whatfoever 

for the fervice of fo vafta multitude of forlorn 

harmlefs people: fo that in the conclufion I 

was over-perfwaded to flay. Upon this, I bad The Galil.c- 

them draw five thoufand men out of their ans prevail 

whole number, and furnifh them with arms UPC? Jo 
. . US NOT te 

and victuals for a march, the reft inftantly to ae them. 

depart, every man to his own home. So foon 

as this five thoufand was ready, I joined them 

with three thoufand more that Thad of my 

own, and eighty horfe; and fo advanced with 

them to Chabolo, a village upon the borders of 

Prolemais, whcre I took up my ftation, as if 

my defign had been to fall upon Placidus, whom 

Ccftius Gallus had fent into thofe parts with 2 

troop of horfe and two companies of foot, té 

fet fire to the villages of the Galileans thcre« 

abouts. Placidus intrenched himfelf not far 

from the walls of Ptolemais, while I lay at 

the fame time a matter of fixty furlongs to- 

We drew out our army gine 
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ral times on both fides, as if we were for join- 
ing battle immediately ; buc there pafled only 
fome tew skirmithes ; fur the more I prefled 
the bringing of ir to an engagement, the more 
the other declined ic 5 not daring to fhew his 
head out of the protection of the town. 

Waite matters were in this potture, Jona- 
than with his companions came into thofe parts; 
the tame perfons, who as [ told you before, 
were fent trom Jerufalem by the faction of Si- 
mon, and Ananus the high-pricit; and the plot 
was now how to compais their ends by trea- 
chery, which they durft not attempt by down- 
right force. To this purpofe they laid their 
heads together, and fent me this iollowing 
letter. 


Fouathan and his Deputy-Colleagues frou the 
council at Ferufalem to Fofephus, greeting + 


ce Hereas our principals at Jerufalem 
ec are given to underitand that John of 
“¢ Gitchala hath been engaged in feveral per- 
fidious practices againit your perfon, they 
have fent us in their name to give him a {fe 
vere reprimand for fo doing, and to require 
him for the future to pay all due refpect 
and obedience to your commands. And to 
the end thar we may agree upon fome bet- 
“‘ ter provifion for the regulation of things 
hereafter, we make ic our requeft that you 
will come hither to us wich all {peed : ‘the 
* village is but fmall; and therefore we de 
fire you will nct bring any great train of 
“ guards along with you, tor tear of being 
** Jeanted fer room.” 


Turs letter was contrived on purpofe to 
plunge me, as they thought, into a dange- 
rous and inextricable difficulery : for it I 
trutied mytelf without a ttrong’ guard, they 
could take me up, and ule me as they pleafed: 
and on the other hand, if I approached them 
with the formality of military troops, I might 
be liable to be profecuted asarebel. This ler 
ter was brought me by a horfeman; a bold 
young fellow, who had been formerly in the 
king’s fervice. Te was now about the fecond 
hour cf the night, when being at fupper with 
fame of my Gicnds, and fevcral Galileans of 
the firit quility, werd was brought me at the 
table by a fervane, of a certain Jew on horfe- 
back, who desired to {peak with me: Lorder- 
ed him to be called ins and accordingly he 
came, and without fhewing any manner of de- 
renee or reipect to the company, delivered 
3¢ the letter, which he broughe, he feid, trom 

e 


the Jerufalem deputies, requiring me to return 
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peedw aniwers; for that they had ftriétly cn- 
jJeincd him to make all imaginable hafle back. 
Yhe company were all emazed at the conf- 
dence of the foldicr ; but however, I invited 
him to fic dewn, and take part of a fupper 
with us, which he refufed: and fo Keeping the 
letter in my hand, without a1 ening it, I took 
oceation to pais away the time with my com- 
pany in difcourfes upon indiflerent fubjects, and 


* The Drachma (Attic.] was very 
farthing in cur money, feven of tem heing ma 
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near the fime as the Reman 


going now and then out of the der, as in ci~ 
vilicy to wait on fome of my gucits thar were 
going to bed, I took the opportuniry, when £ 
was out of fight, to open the letter, and glance 
it over with my cyc, fo as to perceive the cone 
tents cfit, and then inftantly folding it up a 
gain, 1 held it itll in my hand, as beiore ; 
without difcovering that I had read it. The 
company was now all gone but four intimate 
friends, and a fervant to fill the wine. I gave 
the foldier twenty drachmas® to bear his ex~ 
penees, and regale himfelf with, on his wav 
back ; for which he was fo very wonderfully 
thankful that I found the love of money was 
his weak fide, and fo I refolved to atrack him 
on that quarter. ‘* Come, faid I, if you will 
“¢ drink with us, and do as we do, you fhall 
“¢ have a drachma for cvery cup you drink.” 
The tellow readily accepted the terms, of the 
more wine the mere moncy, and caroufed fo 
immoderatecly, that he became too drunk to 
keep the feeret any longer ; fo he blabbed the The meflen- 
whole myttery of the villainy, without any coy 
pumping at all; telling me of his own accord, ‘ fe 
that there was a fnare laid for me, and a fen- 
tence of death pronounced againit me: Upon 
which difcovery, I gave him the tollowing an- 
{wer to his Ictter. 
Sofephus to Fonathan avd bis Fellow-Deputies, 
Greeting + 

T AM very glad to hear that you are in Jofphus. 

health, and that you are come into Ga- ees me 
lilee ; and the rather becaufe I am prepare 
“ ing myfelffor a journcy into my own coun- 
“try, which Ihave an carncft dclire to fee, 
“and have been thinking ofa long time; and 
“ this will be a fair opportunity tor my dc- 
‘¢ livcring up the care of the publick admini-+ 
“¢ {tration into your hands. I fhould be very 
“© willing to come, not only as far as Xallo 
‘“* to wait upon you, but a great deal farther, 
‘© even without any other motive to invite me 
“© to it; but hope you'll be fo good as to ex- 
“¢ cufe me at prefent, fince Iam not now at 
“liberty for fuch a journey, being forced to 
** flay at Chabolo to obferve the motions of 
“ Placidus, and keep him from breaking into 
“€ Galilee 5 and therefore I think it more ad- 
‘€ vifcable, upon the reccipt of this letter, for 


“you to come hither ; and fo I bid von farc- 
cc 7 
wel. 
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Turs letter I delivered to the foldier, and The meft 
appointed thirty perfons of the beit quality a- ger difini 
mong the Galileans to go along with Hime Shee 
giving them orders only to do their reverence Eas A 
to the deputies, wichout entering into any c- cis 
ther difeourfe. With them I fent a like num- Jofephus 
ber of my own foldicrs that I could bett con= makes one 
fide in, whom I {ct as fpics upon cach of other, i Ne 
to watch them narrowly if they cntcrraincd ee = 
any private converfation With Jonathan. After 
the departure of thefe people, the deputies 
finding that their plot did rot tuke, wrote a 
{econd letter to me to the following effeét. 

















Denier, which was abour cight-pence half penny 


made out of an ounce Troy weight in the time of Tiberias, as Celfirs 
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you, that there 


And we read of no higher value cither before or after that time, 

: aflan. 

of the ounce. which reauced them co feven-pence ha 
t 


see Plin. 33. 9) After this they weighed tof, eight 


C. Ce eats 
i-penny Of our money, for whereas their libra 


four now contained nincty-fix of them. In the lower empire they fearce weighed 


For In 





Fonathan and his Colleagues to Fofephus, erecting. 


A perempto~ oe HIS is to require you to appear with- 

vy fummons ¢¢ in three days trom the date hereof, be- 

to Jofephus ce fore us at Gabara, wichout any guard of fol- 

es ed af «¢ diers to attend you, there to make good the 

rears “ charge, which you have exhibited againft 
«¢ John of Gilchala. 


Arrcr they had wrote this letter, and in 
an honourable and reipectial manner difmified 
the Galilaans whom I had fent, they went to 
Japha, one of the largceit, ttrongctt, and moft 
populous villages of Galilee. ‘Fhey were no 
fooner entered the place, but the people were 
all up with open mouth, men, women, and 
children, crying out to them to be gone again, 
anid to let chem alone, while they were well; 

‘The people for Jofeph, they faid, was the beft governor they 

could have, and no other would they own. This 
was the voice of the whole multicude, one and 
all. So that the deputies finding that was nota 
place for their turn, went away to Sepphoris, 
the faircft city of all Galilee, and a people well 
afreéted to the Romans. Many of the citizens 
of the town went indecd to reccive them; but 
without one word fpeaking of me, either good 
or bad; and from thence they went to Aioch, 
where they met with full as bad entertainment 
as they had before at Japha. ‘Thefe contcmpts 
made them fo outragious, that they ordered the 
foldiers to quict them with clubs and cudgels: 
from thence they went forward to Gabara, 
where they were joined by John with a body of 
three thoufand men to fecond them. Now be- 
ing forwarned by Iectter, that they intended to 
practife open hoitilities againft me, I drew out 
three thoufand foldicrs, and took them along 
wich me to Jotapata, about forty furlongs from 
the place, to be within diftance of communi-~ 
cating upon any occafion with the reft, whom 
I lett behind me in the camp, under the com- 
mand of a trufty friend. And from thence I 
wrote the deputies the following Ictter. 


one and all, 


for Jofephus, 


and no ether 
governor. 


ce 


F you find it fo abfolutely neccflary for 

me to come to you, there are four hun- 
ared citics and villages in Galilec, name a- 
ny onc of the four hundred, and I will meet 
you there, faving only in Gabara and Gif- 
chala; the one of them is the place of John’s 
nativity ; and the other of his alliance. 


Jofephus to 
the deputies. 6¢ 


‘The deputies ‘THe deputies gave over writing, upon the 
plot the de- receipt of this letter, and calling a cabal of 
firuction of their fricnds, entered into a confultation, John 
Jetephus: himfelf being one of the council, how to do 
my bufincfs fome other way. John was for 
fending circulatory lettcrs to all the towns and 
villages of Galilee, upon a prefumption of find- 
ing out of all of them, fome onc or more dif- 
aftccted to my intercft, and that would be for- 
‘ward enough to do me any ill office, and ca- 
fily brought over, when appealed to, to give 
judgment againft mc as a publick enemy: now 
there would need no more toward the gaining 
of the citizens of Jerufalem over to the opi- 
nion of my being an encmy to the Galileans, 
than to fend them thefe atteftations well cer- 
tified, which would undoubtedly have ruined 
my credit with that people. The refolution 
Sacheus ine being taken, Sacheus, a deferter, about the 
forms Jofeph. third hour* of the night, brought me a par- 
oftheir plot. ticular account of the whole tranfaction. 
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by Himfelf: 

I rounp I had now no time to fpare; fo 
that I called for Jacob immediately (a brave 
man, and my cruc friend,) and fent him away 
with two hundred men upon the fcout, betwixt 
the roads of Gabra and Galilee, with initructions 
to take up all the patlengers he could Hght of, 
and fend them to me in cuftody; efpecially fuch 
as had any letters about chem: and at the fame 
time I difpatched Jeremy, (my very particular 
friend too,) with ix hundred foldiers into the 
confines of Galilee leading toJerufalem to watch 
the paffes: to him likewife I gave orders to {eize 
all couriers, and to fecure their perfons in chains 
upon the fpot, and to bring me their papers. 
tent abroad my mandates alfo through the 
whole province of Galilee, requiring all per- Jofepb. fam- 
fons to attend me at Gabra the next morning, monsthe peo- 
with their arms and three days provifions. “Uhe ple to attend 
foldicrs I had about me I divided into four bo- ae a i 
dics, the moft rrufty of which, for fecurity, 1 gems, 
referved near my perfon, with a ftriét order to 
the officers not fo much as to admit a ftrange 
face into their company. About eleven next 
day, coming to Gabara, I found the whole 
plain before the town, covered with armed 
troops out of Galilee, to my affiftance ; bclides 
a confufed multitude of country pecple. Jutt 
as I was going to addrefs them, my mouth was 
ftopped with fuch acclamations of Joy, that 
there was nothing to be heard but fhours, art 
the fight of their benefaétor and preferver, as 
they were pleafed to call me: And this was 
the unanimous voice of the whole company. I 
gave them my acknowledgmerts for this in- 
ftance of their good-will and refpceét, but dc 
fired them at the fame time to make an inno- 
cent and temperate ufe of thcir power, with- 
out Wronging any creature, either in their 
perfons, or their eftates. They had provilion 
cnough, I told them, for the prefent occasion; 
and there was nothing my heart was fo much 
fet upon, as to put an end to the tumult with- 
out blood. 

‘Tue people I had employ’d to way-lay the Jofephus way 
roads, had the good fortune, the very firft day lays the roads 
they went out, to intercept Jonathan’s meffen- Ole ce 
gers in their way toward Jerufalem; together i 
with their packets. They fecured the men, The men fe- 
according to my ordcr, and brought me the cured, and 
letters ; which I found upon the perufal to be th? ee 

~ : . * . : carried to 
ftuffed with opprobrious and fcurrilous inyec- Jofephus. 
tives againft myfelf I took no notice at all of 
the matter, but kept on march direétly againft 
them, as if nothing had becn done. So foon 
as ever they underftood I was marching that 
way, they retired every man of them, John 
and all, into the houfe of Jefus; a large and 
a ftrong place and built much after the man- 
ner of a citadel. They kept a party of foldiers 
privately in the houfe, all the gates fhut but 
one, and the guards ordered, that upon my 
coming thither, (as they expected a vifit from 
me,) to take mc In alone, and not to fuffer a- 
ny one man of my train to follow me: by 
which means they made no doubt of getting 
me abfolutely into their power with cafe; but 
their expectations were fruftrated ; for having 4 deglin a~ 
fome jealoufy and miftruft of their defigns, poe Gee 
went immediately upon my arrival, toa lodg- gepcined. 
ing over-againft the houfe, as if to refrefh my- 
felf, pretending to be weary and flecpy wich 
the fatigues of the march. The deputics taking 
ic for granted that I was faft afleep, went out 
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into the plain, to try if they could alienate the 
aficéHions of the multitude, and poflefs them 
with 2 hatred and abhorrence both of me and 
my adminiftration. But their endeavours met 
with fuccefs quite different to what they cx- 
pected; for the Galilzans had no fooner fixed 
their eyes upon them, but they {ell to extolling 
me and my conduct up to the skics, and at the 
fame time to reviling them with clamours and 
reproaches for difturbing their publick peace 
and tranquillity, without any offence given or 
wrong done on their fide, to provoke fuch u- 
fage ; bidding them to be gone about their bu- 
finefs, and meddle with their own affairs ; for 
as for their governor, a very good onc, they faid, 
they had already, and him and him only were 
they refolved to accept. Being informed how 
matters went, I thought this a proper juncture 
to go down among them to hear what Jona- 
than and his companions had to fay. The mul- 
titude had no fooner fet eye on me, but they 
came thronging about me with all the demon- 
ftrations of Joy, fatisfaction, and acknowledg~ 
ments in their looks, words, and actions ima-~ 
ginable; enlarging upon the obligations I had 
laid upon them during my government, to fuch 
a degree, that Jonathan and his confederates 
could not think themfelves fafe under fo vio~ 
lent a piudice: They would gladly have 
gone off, I perceived; but upon my entreaty 
they ftay’d, (that is to fay, in truth, there was 
no getting off) fo there they ftood in an a+ 
mazement, without fenfe or reafon, and almoft 
frighted out of their wits. Upon this I quict- 
ed the noife, fet guards of the moft trufty men 
{had upon all the avenues, for fear of any in- 
curfion or furprize from John and his party ; 
and fo with my people about me in arms, I ad- 
drefled myfelf to the deputies. I reminded 
them in the firft place of a letter they had fent 
me, pretending a commiffion from. {erafalem 
to hear and determine upon certain. matters in 
controverfy betwixt John and myfelf, pro- 
ducing the letter at the fame time in proof of 
my aflertion. Now put the cafe, faid I to Jo- 
nathan, that you and your companions had any 
authority to call me to an account for the ma- 
nagement of my government, upon John’s in- 
formation or complaint, would not you your- 
felves pronounce me innocent, upon the clear 
tefitimony of two or three witnelles of unquef- 
tionable probity, in my juftification ? but what 
will you fay now if I appeal, not only to two 
or three competent vouchers, bur to every foul 
that is here prefent, whether my behaviour in 
the exercife of my funétion has not been fuch 
as became a perfon of honour and jufticc ? “As 
Jofephus sp- “ for you, good people of Galilee, {peak the 
- pealsfromthe < rrarh and the whole trach, I adjure you 
deputies to 6, v3 merge 3) you, as 
the people, if you were {worn evidences in the cavfe, 
: “* and thefe men the judges. Pray tell them and 
“ fpare not, the worlt you know of me.” The 
words were fearce out of my mouth ; but the 
Whole multitude with one voice and confent 


The people 
fend up for 
their gover- 
nor. 

Jofeph. goes 
out to them. 


He addreffes 
himtelf to the 
deputies. 


who with | made a frank and open declaration of the come 
Care him a. f0FtS and benefits they had enjoyed under my 
nocent, care and protcction, as their benefactor and de- 


fender; and that they were fo well fatishied 
with me for what was paft, that they wifh- 
ed no more than the continuance of the fame 
goodhefs tor the time to come : affirming alfo 
with caths, that I had becn as tender of 
either ofering any violence to, or fuficring any 
to be committed upon the perfons of their 
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The LIFE of Fravius JosSEPHUS, 


wives and daughters, as I had been of invading 
the common trecdom and property of the tub- 
ject. After this, 1 pulled out and read, in rhe a 
‘hearing of a great many Galilwans, the two inns teo 
intercepted letters of Jonathan, that WCIC fiandalous 
brought me by my fcouts. They were ftuffed letters. 
with {eandalous and impudent calumnics, tra- 
ducing me to the higheit degree, and giving 
me the character of a tyrant rather than a go- 
Yernor, with a great deal of fhamelefs ribal- 
dry over and above. I was not willing to ct 
my ¢enemics know that I had their meflengers 
in cuftody, for fear it fhould difcourage them 
from fending for the time to come ; fo I pre 
tended they were brought to me voluntarily | 
by the mefiengers themiclves. ‘The infolence ‘The people 
and villainy of thefe two letters put the peo- Sa 
ple into fuch a violent outrage againft Jonathan nes 
and his companions, that they were going to’ 
tear them to pieces; and had undoubtedly done 
exccution upon them, if I had not in’the very 
height of their rage prevented it; fo I Gave Jofephus af- 
the deputies their pardon, and difmiffed them, eee 
upon condition they would repent and mend, foe 
and fpeak no otherwife of me and MY Fovern= pices. 
ment when they came home, than as they found 
it, which they promifed to do. Hereupon I 
gave them their difcharge, and difmitled them ; 
but taking ic for granted before-hand, that they 
would never do us they faid. The people were 
ftill fo implacably bent upon the ruin of thete 
men, that all the skill and intcreit I had was 
little enough to prevent it. How did they 
beg of me, only to be turned loofe upon them! 
but when ‘a {edition is once begun, no body 
knows where it will ftop, nor what mifchief 
it may do to the commonwealth; fo that I did 
what I could to divert them: but in the rage 
of this impatience, they took up a joint reio~ 
lution, one and all, to fall upon Jonathan in 
his quarters, 
Wuen I faw there was no reftraining them 
Y took horfe immediately, and bad them fol~ 
low me to Sogane, a village of Arabia, at a~ 
bout forty furlongs diftance ; and by this artifice 
I took care to avoid the fcandal ‘and imputa~ 
tion of having made myfelf the author of a 
civil war, When we were advanced within a 
little of the place, I commanded my troops to 
make an halt; and after a few words of ne~ 
ceflary precaution to them, not to be inteme 
perate and vindictive, I made choice of an hun- 
dred of the beft men for quality and underftand- 
ing that I could pick out of the whole num- 
ber, and bad them prepare themfelves for a 
Journey to Jerufalem, with a complaint againit 
the feditious heads and ring-leaders of thefe 
broils. I gave them morcover in charge, thar 
if they found the people well inclined and ea~ 
fy to me, they fhould endeavour to procure me 
a new commiflion tor my continuance in the 
command of Galilee, and to get John recalled. 
With thefe orders I difpatched them away on Jofephus 
the third day after this mecting, allowing them fends com- 
five hundred foldiers for their convoy. ] wrote miffioners to 
alfo to my fricnds at Samaria to ufe their enw Jerealem 
deav z : = with a com- 
avours to procure my commiflioners a fafe and plainr again 
free paflage through their country; for the cix the riozers. 
fy Was at that time under the power of the Roe 
mans; and this was the fhortcft cut to make a 
three days journey of it tro Jerufalem. I con- 
ducted them myfelf to the frontiers of Ga» 
lidee, and fet fuich diligent watches upon the 
way, that there was fcaree any body knew 
of 
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of this expedition: after which I made a fhort weuld have come to a 


ftay at Japha. ; : ; 

Jonathan Jonaruan and his companions finding 
fends John to themiclvcs wholly difappointed, fent back John 
Gifchila, and ro Gifchala, and they themfelves went in che 
goes bimfel€ mean time to Tiberias, in hopes of making 
ro Fibers shomfelves matters of that place; for Jefus 
being head magiltrate there, had undertaken 
by Ictters to bring the people over to efpoufe 
their intereft. In confidence of having this 
made good to them, they undertook the jour- 
ney; but Silas, my lieutenant there, fent me 
a full account of all their proceedings by a 
meflenger, and prefs’d me by all means to re~ 
turn with what {peed I could. I fcllow’d his 
counfel, and by fo doing, fell into a ftrairc 
that had like to have coft me my life. 

Jomwaruan and his companions having made 
makes large @ dangerous faction againfi{ me in Tiberias, 
profeflions were not a little ftartled upon my coming thi- 
to Jofephus, her, but gave me, however, the compliment 


Jonathan 


bur with @ of a vifit immediately, wifhing me joy over 
tray him. and over of the reputation I had gotten in the 


world by the jaft conduct of my adminiftra- 
tion in Galilee; and not without afluming to 
themfelves fome fhare in the honour of it, both 
as their fellow-citizcn, and in fome fore their 
difciple ; profefling all along that they enter- 
tained a much greater kindneis for me than for 
John, advifing me without any more ado, to 
go back again, and depend upon them for the 
delivering up of Johninto my hands very {pce- 
dily; and to convince me of the reality of 
their intentions, they bound themfelyes with 
the moft folemn and facred oaths and protefta- 
tions for the performance of all this; fo that 
I muft have been the greareft villain in the 
world not to have believed them. After 
which, they defir’d me by all means > with- 
draw to fome other place, fuggefting for the 
better countenance of the matter, that the 
morrow being the fabbath; they fhould be very 
forry to occafion any difturbance among the 
people on that day. Upon this pretence I 
Jofeph. goes went my way to Varichce, not fufpedting any 
to ‘Tarichex, ching; but yet for better fecurity fake, I 
paces planted my {pics and informers up and down 
fpies abroad 1n the town, to obferve and hearken out what 
for intelli- was faid and done concerning me; and I had 
gence. too fo difpos’d my agents ail along the road 
from Taritchee to Tiberias, as to be able to 

hand _ from one to another, with the greateft 
expedition, the intelligence fent me. On the 

day following, the people mct together in the 

A meeting in oratory, 2 placc_of publick worfhip, and large 
the oratoryto enough to hold a vaft number of perfons 3 and 
pepe J thither came Jonathan among the reft. “ Ir 
aed “* was a thoufand pitics, he faid, that this ci- 
** ty had not better governors,” and there he 
ftopp’d; for he durft not encourage them to 
a downright rebellion at once; but Jefus, 
the chief magiftrate, urg’d the point a little 
clofer home, and told them without farther 
ceremony, that it was infinitely better for them 
to put themfelycs under the obedience of four 
rulers than one, cfpecially if they were men, 
ot honourable extraction and known prudence, 
as thofe perfons were, pointing to Jonathan 
and his companions that ttood by. Juftus con- 
curr’d in the fame opinion too with Jefus, and 
brought over a great many more to be of the 
fame mind; but the common people fhew’d a 
great diflike and difapprobation of their no- 
tions ; fo that wirhour all doubt, their diflent 
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f defperate tumulc, iff 
the hour of the day had not parted them; for 
It was now twelve at noon, which on fabbath 
days is the hour for all our people to go to 
dinner; fo the deputics adjourn’d the debate The debate 
till the day following, without coming to any deferr'd ull 
prefent iffue. Upon the firft notice of this the ne 
proceeding, which was as carly as hands could pare 
bring it, Limmediately refolv’d to fet out the J one 
next morning by break of day for Tiberias. this, fers cut 
As foon as I came there, I found all the peo~ Rext morning 
ple aflembled together in the forcfaid oratory, 4! pera, 
without {0 much as underftanding the true rca- ao ms 
fon or intent of their meeting. The deputics The pecple 
did fo little expeét to fee me there at that inthe orato- 
time, that the furprize put them to a ftand eee ee 
1. r : ; . 1¢ de puries 
what to do next, cill at laft it came into their ironed ote 
heads to raife a fham ftory of a body of Roe the fight of 
man horfe, that were feen near Homonea, a- Jofphus. 
bout thirty furlongs from the city. This ru- ge illert pert 
mour was fo indutirioufly improv’d, that Jo- you aoe 
nathan and his adherents, who were the ‘in- man floras 
ventors of it themfelves, prefently fell to bawl- advancing to- 
ing and clamouring what an intolerable feane W2td the city. 
dal it was to have their country burnt and de~ é¢ ae 
ftroyed under their nofes, and they to ftand mour in. 
ftill all the while looking on. Now the true prov’d into 
Intent of this ftratagem was to draw me out of *” Uprour. 
the town to engage the enemy, and in the 
mcan time get poifeffion of it thetucaves, by 
turning the hearts of the citizens againft me. 
I perceived well enough what it was they 
aim’d at, and yet for fear of appearing lefs fo- 
licitous for the good of the 'Tibcrians than I 
ought to be, in cafe I fhould have declin’d 
the undertaking, I found myfelf under fome 
kind of neceflity to comply with the very de- 
fign of my enemies; fo that I pofted away im- Jofephus 
mediately to look after thefe troops according ™tcnes cx: 
to the intelligence. But difcovering upon the ee a 
place, that there was no fuch body to be feen fieh teone 
or heard of, I made all the hafte back again to be heard 
that was poffible ; and there did I find the fe- of 
nate and the people affembled in council, and Sophie, 
the deputics virulently inveighing againft me, iota i 
as a man that minded my pleafure more than and finds the 
bufinefs, and one who took no care at all for deputies in 
the defence of the publick. Upon this occa- ae etre 
fion they produced four letters, writ to them oe mune 
as they pretended, from four of the moft re- Four coun- 
mote parts of Galilee, fetting forth the -dan- terfeit letters 
ger they were in, and the neceffity of a pre- a pep bo 
fent and {peedy fuccour; for that the Romans Sar ce 
with a ftrong body of horfe and foot, had places, and 
form’d a defign to enter and lay wafte their of as many 
country in three days time at the fartheft, incurfions. 
The credulous Tiberians fwallow’d the whole 
ftory for current, and broke out unanimoufly 
into exclamations, that it was high time now 
to look about them, and to fend a feafonable 
relief to their countrymen. Upon this out- 
cry (underftanding the myftery of the cheat) gro Ris re 
1 told them that I was ready to make one vice,and pr 
C 5 pro- 
which way foever the neceffity of the war pofes a divi- 
fhould call me; but in regard, faid I, that fion of the 
your advice comes from four feveral places, {my inte 
and makes.mention-of four feveral incurfions, and mere 
I am of opinion your army fhould be jivided deputy to 
into fo many bodies; and the four deputies, command 
to command every man his party; for it is the °° 
duty of good patriots and valiant men,to ferve 
their country with their fwords, and in their 
perfons, as well as with their conduét and 
counfel 5 and it is not for me to undertake up- 
on 
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on this diftribution, the command of any more 
than one part of the army. The people were 
all abundantly futisied with the reafon of what 
I faid, and order’d the matter fo, that the de- 
putics were obliged to take upon them the ol- 
fice of command in the expedition, but were 
enraged at the fame time beyond meature to 
find all their underhand perfidious practices by 
me defeated and countermin’d. One of thefe 
four deputiés, whofe name was Ananias, a 
man of a perfidious and mifchicvous temper, 
propounded the proclaiming of a pblick faft 
for the next day, with a command, that we 
fhould all mect at the fame hour, and at the 
fame place, without arms, to humble our- 
felves before the Almighty, to acknowledge 
our own weaknefs, and implore his affiftancc, 
without whofe aid the ftrength of man, and the 
utmoit efforts of human force were impotent 
and ineffectual. Now the real defign and 
main drift of this propofal, was under this pre- 
text of piery, to difarm me and my foldicrs ; 
and I was fain to comply again with this pro- 
pofal, that I might not feem to difregard or 
flight 10 religious a motion. 

ImmMrpraTELY upon the breaking up of the 
affembly, Jonathan and his colleagues wrote 
in alf hafte to John, to be fure to be carly with 
them next morning, with all the force he 
could make; for if they could but get me in- 
to their bands once, the bufinefs was done. 
The letter came fafe, and John made no dif- 
ficulty at all of complying with the orders. 
On the day following, I cail’d out two of the 
truftieftand ftoutcit {lows I had inthe guards; 
accoutred myiclf with a coriler and a good 
fword, as fecretly as I could, and bad the fol- 
diers take each of them a fhort fword, pri- 
vately too, and follow me. This I did that 
we might be in a condition to defend our- 
felves, in cafe of an affault; and fo to the 
oratory we went together, where I myfelf and 
my friends were admitted 5 but Jefus having a 
guard at the door, would not faffer fo much 
as any one of the reft of my people to enter 
with me.  Juft as we were upon the point of 
beginning our devotions, after our manner of 
worfhip, Jefus ftood up, and ask’d me what 
Was become of the rich furniture, and the mafs 
of filver, that was taken away upon the firing 
of the royal palace? where it was to be found? 
and who had it in keeping? Now thefe were 
only words to prolong time, till John came up 
with his army: T aniwer’d him, that ict was 
ail depofited in the hands of Capella, and ten 
of the principal citizens of Tiberias; fo that 
it was but asking them whether I fpoke truth 
ernot; whereupon Capella and the reft ac- 
knowledged the having of it all in their cuf- 
tody. They put it to me then, what I had 
done with the twenty picces of gold that I re- 
ceiv’d for the like value in filver bullion, that 
f difpos’d of. Itold them that I had given 
them to my envoys, whom I had fent to Jo- 
rufalem, to defray the expence of their jour- 
acy. Jonathan ‘and his colleagues replied, 
that it was very ill done, to pay my particular 
agents out of the publick treafure. The com- 
mon people perceiving them wholly aétuated 
by malice and a fpirit of contradiction, were 
tranfported to fach a degree of impatience and 
fury, that ic fell lietle thort of a violent f{edi- 
tion; and finding how it wrought, I could not 
do better, I thought, than help it forward. 






















was the multitude upon it, when they tound 
the whole ftory from end to end, to have no- 
thing more in it than fpite and calumny. This 
fell out fo contrary to expectation, that Jefus 
commanded the place to be clear’d of all but 
the fenators ; for the bufinefs they were about 
was not to be done, he faid, in fuch a hurry 
and confufion; the people crying out on the 


other fide, that they were refolv’d, whatever 


came of it, not to Ilcave Jofeph atone with 
them. While they were in the heat of this 
clamour, in came a meffenger, and whifper’d 
Jonathan in the car, that John would be with 
him immediately with his party; fo that Jo- 
nathan, upon this encouragement, breaking out 
into a moft providential impatience, (for I 
had certainly been loft clfc.) 
“ Tiberias, fays he, let all debates concerning 
the bufinefs of the gold drop; for I would 
not have you imagine, that I adjudge Jo- 
feph worthy of death on that account, but 
for oppreffing and impoting upon the com- 
mon people of Galilee, in the tyranical af- 
fectation and exercife of an arbitrary power.” 
At that word, certain ruffians that were of the 
plot ict upon me, and had without doubt de~ 
itroyed me, if my friends thcre upon the place 
had not immediately drawn their fwords, and 

ept them off, by threatening to cut them to 
picces if they attempted any manner of vio~ 
lence. The common pcople at the fame time 
alfo offering to ftone Jonathan; fo that be- 
twixt them both, I was refcucd for that bout 
out of the hands of my encmies. Upon my 
withdrawing to make my efcape, whom fhould 
I meet upon the way, but John with his troops, 
upon their march to the affiftance of Jonathan. 
‘The furprize ftartled me, but I made a fhift, 
however, to decline them, by taking a by- 
way, and fo got to the lake, where taking 
boat, I prefently arriv’d at Tarichee. 
wonderful deliverance, and beyond all expec- 
tation. 

Tue firft thing I did after my arrival, was 
to call a council of the chief men of the pro- 
vince, and give them a narrative of the barba- 
rous treatment I had receiv’d from Jonathan 
and the Tiberians, and how narrowly I had 
efcaped being aflaffinated by them, contrary to 
common faith, humanity, and Juftice. This 
put the whole multitude of the Galileans into 
fuch a fury, that nothing would ferve them, 
but immediatcly to declare war againft John, 
Jonathan, and their companions, ‘and utterly 
to confound them; which they themfelves, 
they faid, would undertake, if they might 
but have leave from me to enter upon the 
work. I did what I could by fair means, to- 
wards the compoling of this impetuous hu- 
mour; advifing them for the prefent, rather 
to refpite the matter a-while, rill we might 
fee what our deputics had done at Jerufalem; 
for there was no refolution to be taken without 
their approbation. | With thefe words they 
were pacified, and John, after another baffle, 


‘return’d back again to Gifchala. 
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“ Good men of 


And fo T went on, telling him, that if ir. truth 
ic was ill done, ashe was plea(ced to fay it was, 
to gratify my meflengers out of the publick 
ftock, I bad him never give himfelf or me 
any farther trouble or uncafinefs on that fcore, 
for I myfelf would take care to fee thofe 
twenty picces of gold repaid. ‘The fairer mar- 
ters appear’d on my fide, the more outragious 
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Some few days after this, oe 
brought us an account from Jcrufalem, ae 
lem thurereat the government there was mightily See 
oflence is ta. with Ananus, and Simon the fon of Gamalicl, 
ken at the in- for prefuming, without any publick authority, 
folencesof tq fend their agents to remove me from my 
Apanus and government of Galilee ; and that the common 
oe people were fo incenfed at this proceeding, that 
they had like to have fet fire to their houfes. 
They brought letters alfo, by which the head 
men of Jerufalem, with the authority and con- 
fent of the people, confirmed me in my govern- 
ment, and commanded John and his affoctates 
inftantly upon the notice of that order, to de- 
part the place. Upon the receipt .ofthefe let- 
ters, I went to Arbela, where I had appointed 
an aflembly of the Galileans; at which mect- 
ing my deputics made a report of what paffed 
at Jeiufalem; how heinouily the people refent- 
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report tot’ ed the infolences of Jonathan; and thereupon 
uch fent mé a commiflion ratified for the govern- 


ment of that province, with a command.to Jo- 
nathan and his people immediately to relign 
their,pretences, and depart the place. ‘This or- 
der was fent them accordingly, with an cxprefs 
charge to the bearer, to obferve their ‘counte- 
nanccs upon the delivery of it. ‘The furprize 
of this letter put them to fuch a plunge, that 
they prefently called a cabinet to advife what 
was.tobe donc, John himfelf and the chief men 
of Tiberias and Gabara being of the council. 
The Tiberians-advifed them to continue the 
power ftill in their own hands, at all adventurcs, 
and not to abandon a people who had refigned 
themfelves up to thcir protection : efpecially 
againft an enemy that threaten’d them with an 
invafion, as they falfely and malicioufly pre- 
tended I had donc. - John was of the fame o- 
pinion, with this addition, that..it..would be 
proper to fend two of their deputies to Je- 
rufalem, with a charge of male-adminittra- 
tion againit me:, which, betwixt the credit of 
the accufcrs, and the variable humour of the 
men they had to do withal, could not fail, he 
faid, of making’ an impreflion upon the com- 
mon people, and working the effeét they de- 
fired. “The thing, in fhort, was agreed upon; 
Jonathan and and {9 they fent Jonathan and Ananias foon af- 
Ananias fent ter to Jcrufalem,. upon the commiffion,.with a 
commiffio- guard of a hundred foldiers for their fafe paf- 
DM i fage 5 the other two ftaying behind at ‘Tibe- 
complaint a~ Tas. ‘The ‘Vibcrians {cll to work immediately 
gainit Jofeph. upon repairing their walls, armed all the men 
they had in the town, and fent to John, who 
was then at Gifchala, for a confidcrable body 
of troops, to be in a readinefs, if there fhould 

be any occafion, -to aflift them againft me. 
JanaruAan and his people being now upon 
heir march, and advanced as far as Dabaritta, 
(a village fituate on a large plain upon the ut 
mott borders of Galilee,) tell about midnight 
into a party of my out-guards, who took away 
their arms, and kept them prifoners: upon the 
place, according to my. order. Levi,:;who com- 
manded the party, gave me information of the 
encounter, which for about two days I made 
no words of; but fent meflengers to Tiberias, 
to advife the people-to lay down their. arms, 
who fent me only ribbaldry and foul language 
back for- anfwer,:in confidence that Jonathan 
was by this time got to Jerufalem. ‘This un- 
handfome ufage did not ‘at all -difcourage me 
from making any farther attempt upon them by 
are and ftratagem ; for I would not for the 
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civil war. It came into my head to try if I 
could inveigle them out of the town:- and fo 
I took to the number of about ten thoufand 
choice men, and divided them into thiee bo-= 
dies; part of them I planted privately in Dora; 
a thoufand of them in another village upon the 
mountains ; and fome about four furlongs from 
Tiberias, with orders to be ready upon’the firft 
fignal to make a fally. Upon this, I thewed 
myfelf out of the village within fight of the 
Tiberians, who prefently made toward me with 
all the fcoffs and reproaches imaginable: nay, 
to fuch an extravagant’pitch did their infolence 
and vanity carry them, that they had provided 
a mock-fancral for me, and with a phantaftical 
pomp. of folemnity, expofed my: body in the 
ficld, with my mourners about me, by way of 
derifion: but it was my bulinefs to fee and fay 
nothing, and to leave them to the fate of their 
own folly. I had a great defire all this while 
to get Simon and. Joazar into my hands; and 
the propereft method I could think of, for the 
gaining my point, was to try if I could decoy 
them and their friends out of town, with what 
troops they themfelves thought fit for their 
own fecurity, under the pretence of an expe- 
dicnt I had thought of for the adjufting of all 
differences, by fharing the adminiftration among 
us. Joazar, who was crafty and fufpicious, kept 
himfelf at a diftance for fear of a trick; but 
Simon being weak and covetous, fwallowed the Jofeplius gets 
bait, and came over to me at firft word, with his Simon out of 
friends and his guards abouthim. I recciv’d him pel bya 
with all becoming refpeét and acknowledgment “"” 
forthe honour he had done me;.and upon walk- 
ing and difcourfing together a pretty while, I con- 
trived to draw him off a little farther from his 
company, as if it had been only to confer with 
him about fomething that required a little 
more privacy ; when all on a fudden I. caught 
him up by the middle, .and fent him away by 
fafe hands to the next village. I gave the 
fignal at the fame time for. my men to come 
out to me, and fo marched away. with them 
direétly for Tiberias. We had a very fharp 
encounter by the way, and the enemy main-= 
tained the fight with fo much refolution, that 
they obliged my men at firft to give: ground ; 
till animated by my encouragment they renew~ 
ed the fight, afflailed the Tiberians with frefh 
ardour, and at laft, though with much diffi- Jofeph. beats 
culty and hazard, forced them within the walls the Tiberians 
of the town. I. had now fent another party back into the 
by the way of the lakc, with orders to fet the Sime nal 
firft houfe on fire they could come at, which je," 
being done juft in the nick of time, the ‘Tibe- 
rians giving it for granted that the city was ‘Tiberias ta- 
taken by force, threw down their arms, and ken by ftra- 
with their wives and children caft themfelves tagem. 
at my feet for mercy, as a conquer’d people. 
Upon this fubmiffion, I put a ftop to the fury 
of the foldicrs, caufed a retreat to be founded, 
and it being toward evening, I withdrew to 
refrefh myfelf, and fent for Simon to fup with J: 1 
me ;’with this comfortable affurance, that I oe 
would take care to fend him fafe back again toe wade: 
Jerufalem with all neceflaries and conveniencies nour. 
tor his journey. ° 
‘On the day 
tias with ten thoufand men, 
the town together into the publick place, 
amined the bufinefs of the revolt, -and com- head of it pri 
. a : it pri- 
manded them to produce the ring-leaders of it, ners to ‘Jo- 
whom tapata. 
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whom I immediately ordered into cuftody, and 
fent them all prifoners to Jotapata, faving on- 
ly Jonathan and Ananias, whom I fet at a 
berty, and ordered to be conduéted to Jeru a 
lem, together with Simon and Joazar their a 
fociates, under a convoy of five hundred fol- 
dicrs, and a competent allowance for the ¢x- 
pence of the journey. . The people of Tiberias 
came to me now a fecond time to beg my pat 
don, with the moft folemn affurances that they 
would make me amends by their future fidelity 
and fervices, for what they had hitherto done 
amifs; intreating me withal, that the pillage, 
which the foldiers had taken, might be refto- 
red to the right owners. Hereupon I gave or 
der for the whole booty to be forthwith brought 
in, and laid before me. The foldicrs, I per- 
ccived, were not fo forward in it as I could 
have withed; infomuch, that obferving one of 
them in a finer drefs than ufual, I put ic to him 
how he came by that habit? The man acknow- 
Icdged it to be part of the plunder, and fo I 
caufed him to be fevercly whipt for detaining 
it, with the menace of a greater feverity upon 
any man who fhould afterward dare to with- 
hold any part of what he had taken. Upon 
this the whole booty was brought in, and cve- 
ry man claiming his own, had it reftored to 
him again. : . 

I musr not pafs over this fubjeét and occa- 
fion without taking notice of Juftus and fome 
other writers, who have undertaken to give the 
world an hiftory of that war, and have made 
no fcruple, out of a partial affeétion to fome, 
and prejudice to others, to depart from the 
truth, and grofly to mifreprefent perfons and 
things, thereby tranfmitting to pofterity noto- 
rious falfities, wherein the quality of thcir crime 
equals, not to fay exceeds, theirs who are guil- 
ty of forging writings, and deeds of land, and 
differs only in this, that it can be committed 
with impunicy, and within the fubterfuge of 
the law. 

Now Juftus taking upon him to deliver an 
hiftorical account of that war, hath launch’d 
out into a great many extravagant falfities, not 
only to difhonour me, but he has not {pared 
his own country neither, and yet he values 
himfelf upon thofe inventions, as the ornaments 
of his ftory. So that I am now obliged in my 
own defence, to lay him open, by a difcovery 
of certain privacies to the world, which I had 
hitherto forbore making mention of. And let 
ic not be thought a wonder, after all, that I 
have defered it fo long; for though I look up- 
onic to be the peculiar province and indifpen- 
Gible duty of an hiftorian to tell nothing but the 
truth, yet there may be fome bitter truths, 
which a grave and a modeft author will make 
fome difficulty to relate, even in the cafe of the 
worft of men ; not for their fakes, but for the 
dignity of his profeflion and office : but to 
come now to my point. ‘* Say, Juftus, you 
“who are the greateft pretender of all 
<¢ men living, to the good faith of a candid 
“ author ; how was it poffible for me and the 
“* Galileans to be the caufe of the revolt of 
“© your countrymen from their prince, and from 
“ the Roman empire, when you yourtfely, Juf- 
tus, and your Tibcrians, had already made 
war upon the Decapolitans in Syria, and 
burnt their villages? By the token that one 
of your own fervants fell in the a€tion; and 
all this before ever i received my commil- 
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fion from Jerufalem for the government of 
Galilee? nor do I deliver this barely upon 
my own credit, but retcr the reader for his 
better fatisfaétion, to che memorials and re- 
cords of the empcror Vefpalian ; wherein it 

will appear, that while the emperor was at 

Prolemais, the people of Decapolis were ftill 

preffing him wich reftleis importunitics to do 
them Juftice upon you, as the principal pro- 
moter of all their troubles; which he had. 

undoubtedly done, if king Agrippa, to whom 

the care of the execution was committed, had. 

not given you your life upon the mediation 

of his fifter Berenice ; and this pardon did 

not yet acquit you, but that you were ftill 

kept in prifon a long time after. RBefide, 

that the whole courfe of your life was all of 
a piece, as may be feen in your following 

practices; for I fhall make it evident to de+ 

monitration, that it was at your inftigation, 

and by your perfuafion, that your people 

broke out into a rebeJjlion againft the Ro- 

mans. I muft now give the reader to un- 

derftand, that neither you yourfelf, nor the 

reft of the Tiberians were ever faichful, 

either to Agrippa, or to the emperor. 

“ Tue two faireft cities in all Galilee, are 

Sepphoris and Tiberias; the latter the place 

of your nativity, Juitus; the former icated 

in the middle of the province, with feveral 

villages depending upon it; and the people 

fo true'to their matters, that they did not 

only refufe me entrance into the place, but 

by a publick edict prohibited all their citi~ 

zens from bearing arms for the Jews. And 

for their better fecurity, they trick’d me in- 

to a promife to wall in their town for them 3 

which I had no fooner done, but they turn’d: 
me off with contempt for my pains; fub- 

mitting alfo at the fame time without any 

difficulty, to aRoman garrifon under Ceftius 

Gallus, who was then governor of Syria; 

and this too at a time when my power was 

formidable, and I had the whole neigh~ 

bourhood in awe. Nay, fo cautious were 

they of giving the Romans the leaft colour 

for a fufpicion of their breaking faith with 

them, that when the temple of Jerufalem 

was befieg’d, and the common caufe and 

intereft of our nation at ftake upon that ac- 
tion, they would not fo much as contribute 

in any fort to their relicf. But for your 

country, Juftus, confidering the fituation of 
it, as it ftands upon the border of the lake 

of Genezareth, about thirty furlongs from 

Hippos, fixty from Gadara, and a hundred 

and twenty from Scythopolis; places under 

the king’s jurifdiétion, and none of the Jews 

garrifons thereabouts, (over and above that 

you wanted neither men nor arms,) you 

might, one would have thought, under all 

thefe advantages, if you had had a mind to 

it, have continued loyal, and difcharged 

your duty to the Romans. But even ad- 
mitting the matter to be as you fay, and 

that in realiry I was at that time in fome 

meafure the caufe of the war, who was to 

blame afterward, I befeech you? for you: 
know very well chat the Romans had got 

me into their power before the fiege was laid 

to Jerufalem; that Jorapata, and divers 

other caftles, were taken by affault, and great 

numbers of the Galileans deftroyed in teve- 

ral engagements. Now if it be true, as: 
“¢ you 
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you faggeft, that the war was undertaken 
altogether againtt your will, and that you 
were compelled to it by force, how came it 
to pafs that you did not lay down your 
arms, and make your fubmiffion to your 
prince and the Romans, when that pretended 
necefficy was over? for you were now out 
of danger of any hurt that I could do you. 
But you were ftill obftinately refolv’d to 
ftand it ont, till Vefpafian was advanced 
with his whole army up to your very walls ; 
and it was then high time for you to call 
for quarter, and lay down your arms for 
fear of worfe confequences ; and that fub- 
miffion would not have ferved ‘ your turn 
neither, or faved your city from being plun- 
dered and levelled with the ground, had 
not the king made interceflion to Vefpafian, 
on your behalf, and by his intcreft obtain’d 
the emperor’s pardon for your madnefs and 
folly; fo that your enmity to the Romans 
was purcly out of the malice of your own 
heart, ‘without any fault of mince. How 
many times have I got the better of you, 
and had you at my mercy, without fpilling 
fo much as one drop of your blood? where- 
as it is notorioufly known, that in the rage 
of your inteftine broils, not in the king’s 
caufe, nor in the Romans, but out of a {pi- 
rit of animofity and rancour one againft an- 
other, you put to death no lefs than a hun- 
dred and cighty five citizens at atime, when I 
was block’d up in Jotapata. Well! and 
were there not two thoufand Tiberians kil- 


‘ led and taken at Jerufalom? were you no 


enemy, do you think, becaufe you had at 
that time fled to the King? not out of love 
or duty, but becaufe I frighted you thither. 
If you will needs have me to be an ill man, 
pray what was Juftus then? a wretch that 
Vefpafian pronounced a fentence of death 
upon, though the exccution of it was after- 
wards remitted by king Agrippa; twice a 
prifoner, as often an exile; once fav’d from 
the very gibbct, upon the mediation of Be- 
renice, his fifter; and finally, after all this, 
fo falfe to the ‘truft of a fecretary, which 
he had the honour to have conferr’d upon 
him, chat his mafter banifh’d him his pre 
fence forever. But Juftus, without raking 
any further into your mifdemeanors, I can- 
not fufficiently admire the impudence of 
your fetting up for the moft perfect and ex- 
act hiftorian of this war, in contradiction to 
all others; when effectually you are but a 
mere ftranger to the whole matter, even t 
what has pafs’d i in Galilee itfelf; for in he 
time of that action, you were with the king 
at Berytus; and {o for the fiege of Jota- 
pata, hoiv was it poffible for you’ to make 
any report of my conduét in that adventure, 
when there was not one man left alive but 


* myfelf to tell you the ftory; or you will 


fay, perhaps, that the relation you have 
given of what pafs’d at _Jerufalem, may be 


“more correét, But it is a thing hardly tol 


be imagin’d, that you, who were neither 
perfonally i in the action, nor ever fo much as 
read Vefpafian’s commentaries upon that part ; ‘ 
of the war, fhould be fo well informed in 
the ftory. Now I take for granted that you 
never did read them, becaufe there are feve- 
ral cafes wherein you do point-blank con- 


tradict them ; but if you are really poffeffed | 


with fo vain and over-weening an opinion of 
your own performances, as to fancy to your- 
iclf that you have in this relation’ out-done 
all mankind, how happened it that the world. 
was not obliged with the fight of this ad- 
mirable picce, while Vefpafian or ‘Titus, the 
gencrals themfelves, under whofe conduét 
the war was waged, were yet living? or in 
the days of Agrippa and his relations, who 
were all great mafters and criticks in the 
Greek tongue? Why was the publication 
of this hiftory of yours fo long fupprefled, 
(for it had been now finifh’d a matter of 
twenty years,) when you might have had 
fo many living and e¢ye-witnefles of the 
faét, te vouch for the good faith and erc- 
dit of the work? What reafon, I fay, can 
we affign for fuch proceedings as thefe ? 
but that you durft not ftand che teft and 
cenfure of the world, while fo many people 
were yet alive that were able to difprove 
you. Now I followed quite another me- 
thod with my papers, and not fearing who 
tead them, I put them into the hands of the 
emperors themfelves, who had the govern- 
ment of the war; and this, while all the 
particulars of it were ftill freth in every 
body’s memory; my_confcience, in fine, 
acquitting me, that I deliver’d the truth 
without adding or diminifhing ; upon which 
account my writings have received as fa- 
vourable an acceptance in the world as ¥ 
could defire. Thefe memorials I communi- 
cated to feveral perfons.one after another, who 
had born a partin the war; as king Agrippa 
for one, and fome certain relations of his = 
Nay Titus himfelf gave fuch a teftimony in 
approbation of this hiftory of mine, that he 
recommended it to the world as an authen- 
tical record; and by an order under his 
own hand, affign’d it a place in his library. 
King Agrippa was fo pleafed with the inte- 
grity and candour of it, that he wrote me 
fixty two letters in confirmation of the cre= 
dit of it; two of them I have here fubjoin’d, 
to the end, Juftus, that the matter may be 
allow’d to ” (peak for itfelf.”’ 
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King Agrippa to his deaveft friend Fofeph, greeting. 


aon 


ce 
.t9 
ce 
“ 
« 


H AVE read your book with very great 

delight, and look upon it to be the moft 
exact account of any I have yet feen. Pray 
fend me the remainder, and fo, my dear 
friend, I bid you farewel.” 


King Agrippa to Sofeph, his deareft friend, health. 


“e 

£6 u I perceive you have little need of 

“¢ thing further thac I can tell you; only 

“‘ when we meet next, I may, perhaps, fug- 
geft-fome certain pailages to your confidera= 


ce 
| ¢ tion that ot ¢ e{caped your knowledge.” 


en 
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“’'Turs was the teftimony.that king Agrippa 
gave to the truth of my hiftory ; not out of 
¢ Hattery, for that was below him; nor in a 


ce 
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r<9 
“e 
ce 
ee 


of too much honour and candour, to be guil- 
ty of fo ill-natur’d a levity; but purely out 
of a defire to recommend the authority: of 
my writings to pofteri ty, upon the eredic of 
fo’ antheutick a certificate, 

Turis 


Agrippa’s 
teitimonial 
in favour of 


Jofephus. 


PON the perufal of your writings, Agrippa to 
any. Jofephus. 


‘ way of mockery or banter, for he was a man - 


The Lire of Fiavius JOSEPHUS, 


44 
Turis is all I have to fay to Juftus, and it 
is no more than what I found abfolutely ne- 
ceflary in my own defence ; fo that I thal now 
refume my difcourfe, and purfue the fubject 
‘again where I broke off 
Arrer the quicting of ‘Tiberias, I called a 
council of my friends, to confult upon the bu- 
finefs of John, and to refolve what courfe was 
to be taken with him. ‘They were all of opi- 
nion for drawing the whole ftrength of Gali- 
lee into a body, and falling upon him, as the 
principal head and author of the whole broil 
_and confufion. But my judgment was utterly 
againft all fanguinary prdcecdings ; and rather 
to make trial of fome other way for_compo- 
fing the tumult without fhedding of blood. 
Upon bethinking myfelf, this expedient came 
into my head: 1 gave orders for an exact lift to 
be procur’d of John’s faction; and having 
gotten the names of the whole party, I pub- 
lifh’d an aét of grace to all who fhould come 
in within twenty days, and laying down their 
arms, return to their duty; with an aflurance 
of indemnity for what was pait, upon their 
compliance with this edict, but for thofe who 
fhould -obftinarely continue in arms beyond 
that time, they were to expect all the extre- 
mities of fire, fword, and pillage. ‘This in- 
vitation and menace together, wrought fo cf- 
feétually upon John’s followers, as well by 
Four thou. far, as otherwiic, that four thoufand of them 
find of John’s threw down their arms immediately, and came 
followers 


by an ack of 
oblivion. 


try. 
Sua wokes was a well-wall’d town, ftrong- 
ftrong place, ly fortified, and the inhabitants a bold refo- 
aniabold lute fort of people; fo that betwixt their con- 
refolute Pec” Fdence in the ftrength of the place, and the 


Sepphoris a 


ple. thought of my having my hands full elfewhere, 

they laid hold of this opportunity to take up 
The Seppho- arms, fending to Ceftius Gallus, who was then 
rites fendto governor of Syria, cither to come prefently, 
Ceftius Gal- and take poffeffion of the city himfelf, or to 
eee put in a garrifon fufficient to proteét them. 


Gallus fent them word back again, that he 
would come, but did not fay when. Upon the 
intelligence of what had pafs’d betwixt them, 
ZL march’d directly up tothe place, attack’d, 
and carried it, ‘The Galileans were willing to 
improve this advantage, and adjudging the 
time was now come jor the taking of a tho- 
trough revenge upon the Sepphorites, whom 
they mortally hated, they took up an outra- 
gious refolution of deftroying both men and 
city, in one common ruin. ‘The people had 
quitted their habitations, and withdrawn into 
the cattle for protection, while the foldicrs fet 
fire. to‘the empty houfes, plundering and ri- 
fling whatever they could lay hand on, with- 
out any regard or diftinétion, whether friends, 
kindred, or ftrangers. It wounded me to the 
very heart to fee thefe barbarous violences ; in- 
fomuch that I call’d out to the foldiers to give 
over for fhame, that inhuman and unnatural 
way of procceding againft men of thcir own 
tribe and profeffion. At this rate I went on, 
doing all I could, both by intreaty, and by 
authority, to reftrain them; but when I found 
their fury fo implacable, that neither the onc 


protection. 


Jofeph. upon 
this, tukes the 
place by af- 
faule. 


The Galile- 
ans burn, kill, 
and pillage 
without mer- 
cy. 


nor the other had any effect upon them, I be- 


over to me; only his fellow citizens of Gif- 
brought over chala abode by him, and fifteen hundred mer- 
cenarics of Tyre. ‘This way of proceeding 
kept John under fuch an awe, that he durft not 
fhew his head after it out of his own coun- 

















took myfelf to this firatagem. I gave.ic in Joteph. di- 
charge to fome of my particular friends, to he ee 

get a report fpread about, as if the Romans oan: a 
had enter’d another quarter of the town with 

a mighty army, which I did with an intent 

that fuch a rumour might turn the thoughts of 

the Galileans another way, and fo preferve the 

city. This firatagem fuccceded to my with; 

for the alarm of an affaule immediately 

frighted the Galileans from their plunder, to 

fhitt for themfelves; and their apprchenfion 

was fo much the greater, when they faw that 

I myfelf ran away too for company. 

By this means the people of Sepphoris were Tiberias 
deliver’d contrary to their hopes and expcéta~ efcapes as 
tions ; and’ Tibcrias afterward cfcaped, being merey ly as 
plundered every jot as narrowly as the other. °Pphers- 
Some of the chief fenators and citizens of the 
place applied themfelves by letter to the king, 
that he would do them the honour to come 
thither in perfon, and take them and the city 
into his royal protection ; who fent them word 
in writing, that he would be wich them out of 
hand, and fo difpatch’d away one Crifpus, a 
Jew by extraction, and a gentleman of his 
bed-chamber, to the Tiberians, with his an- 
fwer. ‘The Galileans having the good luck 
to meet Crifpus upon the way, and knowing; 
the perfon of the man, took him into cuftody, 
and brought him over to me to be cxamin’d. 
So foon as ever they came to underftand the 
contents of his letters, and the butinefs he was 
going about, the whole multitude immediatc- 
ly betook themfelves to their arms. I was at 
that time at Afoch, where the day following 
a prodigious multitude of people affembled 
from all quarters, were, with clamours and 
outcries, exclaiming againft the Tibcrians for 
being traitors, and of the king’s faction. They 
were, in fhort, fo furious, that nothing lefs 
than the demolithing of the city, and my gi- 
ving way to it, would quiet them. The Ti- 
berians, they faid, were as bad, if not worfe 
than the very Sepphorites, and full asdeferving 
of their chaftifement. ‘The rage of the people 
I found was raifed to an extravagant pitch ; 
and as there was no good to be done upon 
them by reafon, fo they were too many to be 
dealt withal by force, therefore how to fave 
the city from their fury, I could not devife. 
As for the letters, and the fubjeét-matter of 
them, there was no denying, or palliating of 
any thing; for the king’s anfwer gave demon- 
ftrative proof of the truth of in ~ After I had 
been a good while turning my thoughts from 
one thing to another, and contriving which 
way the people might be fairly appceafed, and 
the place preferv’d, it came into my head at 
laft to take a middle courfe betwixt ‘oppofing 
and complying with them; and fo I reafon’d 
the cafe with them after this manner: ‘ The 
“¢ 'Tibcrians, faid I, are highly guiley, and 
<¢ you fhall have my confent with all my heart, 
*¢ to plunder and deftroy their city; but then 
“you ought to go about thefe ‘things with 
<¢ judgment and diferction; for upon a fur~ 
“¢ ther fcrutiny we fhall find a faction among 
a ; : é 

the nobility of the Galileans as deep in this 
<¢ plot upon our liberties, as the ‘Fiberians 
“¢ themfelves; and therefore I am clearly for 
zs a little patience, till I can get a thorough 
oi difcovery of our enemies 3 and then, when 

we have them all in the toil together, we 


i may deal with them according to their de- 


<¢ ferts.”” 


Tino Seer erage ieee 





- fhe Seppho- 
rites fend a 
fecond invita- 
tion to Ceftius 
Gallus; who 

. putsa body of 

- horfe and 

foot into the 

town by 
night. 


Jofeph. takes 
Sepphoris, 
and quits it 
#gain. 
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& fers. ‘The multitude was fo well: fatisfied 
with the fairnefs of the propofal, that they dif- 
pers’d upon it, without any further difturbance, 
and went their way in peace. : 
Crispus, the king’s meflenget, being all 
this while in prifon, [ made a pretence, fome 
few days after, of a little bufinefs that call’d 
me out of town; and in the mean while, I 
fent privately for him, and fuggefted to him to 
“faddle His keeper, and to try if he could give 
him the flip, and make his ef{cape away to the 
king. This was the fecond time that ‘Tibe- 
rias was fav’d from utter ruin by my policy. 
Wuutsr affairs were in this pofture, Juftus, 
the fon of Piftus, ftole away to the king un- 
known to me; and the true reafon of his go- 
ing was this? Upon the breaking out of the 
Jewith war, the Tiberians had determin’d with 
themfelves to ftand firm to the king and the 
Romans. Juftus, on the other hand, de- 
bauch’d them into a revolt, in the hope and 
profpeét in the hurry of thofe confufions, of 
making himfelf mafter of the government. 
But his project was fruftrated ; for the Gali- 
leans had contraéted fuch an averfion to the 
'Tiberians, for the injuries they had fuffer’d from 
them before the war, that they would not by 
any means Jer Juftus citablifh himfelf in his 
pretenfions ; and truly I myfelf, when the peo- 
ple of Jerufalem had conftituted me in the go- 
vernment of Galilee, was many times pro- 
vok’d ‘to fuch a degree, by the wicked. prac- 
tices of this turbulent man, that I had very 
much ado to forbcar putting him to extremities. 
Juftus was fo well aware of the danger he was 
in, that for fear Of the worft, and not know- 
ing how far paffion and affronts might tranf- 
port a man under my circumftances, he thought 
it his beft and fafcit courfe to withdraw, and 
betake himfelf to the king. 
. Tug late deliverance of the Sepphorites 
was very extraordinary,-and even beyond their 
expectations; and yet the danger was no foon- 
er over, but-they again folicit Ceftius Gallus, 
either to come immediately. in perfon, and take 
poffeffion of the town, or elfe to furnifh-them 
with a force fufficient to fecure it againit the 
inroads of the enemy. Upon their importu- 
nities, Gallus fent them:a confiderable body of 
horfe and foot, which they received into the 
city by night. The Roman horfe made fuch 
havock in the ra country, thatI was fain 
to incamp near Garizim, about twenty furlongs 
from. Sepphoris. _In the dead of the night I 
gave an affault tothe walls of the town, which 
a good many of my men mounted, and:took 
poifeffion of them; fo that we were for a 
while mafters of a confiderable part of the ci- 
ty; but for want of knowing the ftreets ‘and 
paflages, we were fore’d to quit what we had 
got,’ without purfuing the advantage any 
farther than the killing of twelve of the Ro- 
man foot, two of their horfe, and fome few 
of the Sepphorites, with the lofs only of one 
man-on our fide. Soon after this, we’ had a 
fharp encounter with the Roman horfe in an 
epen plain, and fought ic very bravely for a 
Jong time, till coming in the end to be over- 
power’d with numbers, my guards furrounded 







| pafling the lake from Tariché# to Julias, found- 


Mucu about the fame time there came a bo- 
dy of the king’s horfe and foot, under the 
command of Silas, the captain of his guards, 
who ‘encamped within a-matter of five fur- 
longs-of Julias, having’ pofted ftrong parties at 
al] the avenues that led to Cana, and the caftle 
of Gamala, to cut off all relief from the in- 
habitants of thofe places. Upon this I fent out 
Jeremiah at the head of two thoufand men to 
the bank of the river Jordan, about a furlong 
from Julias, where they pafs’d only fome flight 
skirmifhes, till I join’d them with three thou- 
fand more myfelf. On the day following, af- 
ter planting a ftrong ambufh in a bottom, at 
a convenient diftance from the enemy, I prof- 
fer’d the king’s troops battle, with orders to 
my men to turn their backs upon the firft 
charge, and foto fly before the enemy till 
they had drawn them within reach of the am- 
bufcade. ‘This was done accordingly; and Si- Jofeptius 
las taking ic for a rout in earneft, followed us draws Silas 
fo far, that the ambush fell upon his rear, and Pane a a 
put the king’s troops info great a diforder, oiyeching an 
that upon my facing about, and charging them abjolute rout. 
in the front, they were fo abfolutely broken, 
that if ic had not been for‘one fpiteful unlucky 
accident, I had got the cleareft victory un- 
der the fun; but my horfe coming over with Jofephus’s 
me ina bog, the fall put my writt out of joint; horfe falling 
fo that I was forced to be carried off to Ce- with ae - 
pharnome, a village near at hand, for re- ie pastatte 
lief. Upon this difafter my people, fearing the 
matter might be worfe with me than in truth 
‘It was, gave over the purfuit, and applied 
themfelves wholly to provide furgeons to take 
care of my hand. After oné day’s ftay there, 
and falling into a fever too, J was removed 
at night by-the dodtor’s advice to Taricheer. 
Upon the intelligence of this misfortune, Si- 
las and the king’s friends took heart again, 
and hearing that our out«guards were loofe 
and carelefs, they fent away a troop of horfe 
by night beyond Jordan, to lie in wait there 
for the opportunity of a furprize, daring us 
early the next morning to come to a battle, 
My people accepted the challenge; but upon 
coming into the plain ro fight them, they fell 


into the enemy’s ambutfh, by. whom they WEFE Jofeph’s peo- 
‘charged, vanquifh’d, and pur to flight, with ple fall into 
-the lofs only of fix of our men; for the ene- 2 ambuhh of 


the enemy’s 


my, upon information that fome troops. were 1 ¢” 


ed a retreat, without daring to purfue the vic- 
tory any farther, a 

_ Soon after this Vefpafian, accompanied with voc .gan 
king Agrippa, came to Tyre, where he was eaeore 
faluted with the violent exclamations of Tyre with 
the people againft their king. They faid, he Agrippa. 
was an enemy: and a traitor, both. to the Ty- 1h¢ people 

. sa a a . charge A- 
rians and the Romans, and that ic was by his rippa with 
command that his general, Philip, betray’d treachery, in . 
both the Roman garifon, and the royal palace Philip’s gi- 
at Jerufalem. Vefpafian. gave the T'yrians a VIS 4p the 
Tourn een Ak eta ass royal palace 
evere reprimand, for prefuming to calumniate ar “Jerufalem 
one who was- both a king and a friend to the and the Ro- 
Romans; but advifed Agrippa, however, to man garrifon 
fend Philip to Rome, to account for his con- arate § 
duét before tlicemperor: he was fentaccording= 46 P25" 
I ? i ° : i : ” chides them 
ly upon that defign ; but finding Nero mifera- for their in- 


by the enemy, and myfelf in the middle ‘of | bly harrafs’d by reafon' of his civil wars, he folence, and 


them, my foldiers, frighted and difcouraged 
at the danger I was in, retreated in confufion. 
In this aétion I loft Juftus, one of my guards, 


and formerly one of the king’s. 


return’d without fecing the face of the emperor. advifes 
Agrippa to 


Nort long:after this, upon Vefpafian’s coming 7.84 Philip 
to Prolemais, the principals of Decapolis came 9 the empe-~ 
thronging to him with grievous complaints rortoclear 

é ae M againft himfelf. 





4.6 


Complaints 
are brought 
to Vefpafian 





for burning their country, who; 
to Agrippa to Dae ee 
2 Yercely punifhed for the injuries done his 1ub- 
sean ates cea Fhe king upon suis made him prifo- 
ner, without confulting the emperor, as has 
been already.obferv’d. : 
Tuer Scpphorites went likewife to pay their 
Vefpafianap- compliments to Vefpafian, who at their requeft 
pointsthe appointed them a garifon under the command 
Sepphorites 8 of Placidus, who was the man I had to deal 
een with, till the emperor himfelf came into Gali- 
lee; of whofc arrival, the manner of his com- 
ing, my retreat to Jotapata, after the firft en- 
gagement I had at Taricheez; what I did in 
defence of the place, how I came after a long 
fiege to be taken prifoner; how afterwards to 
be fet at liberty; and how Tbehaved, in fhort, 
through the whole courfe of the Jewith war. 
Thefe, I fay, are points I have handled fo ve- 
ry particularly in their proper places, that there 
remains nothing more to be faid on this fubject, 
than to relate a few privacies of my own life. 
Jofeph. made Upow the Romans reducing Jotapata, Twas 
a pritoner by taken prifoner, and kept under a ftriGt guard ; 
the Romans. norwithftanding which, 1 was treated very ho- 
nourably by Vefpafian,; upon whole perfuation 
{ married a virgin of Ce@farea, who was at that 
tech. Hits Me MY fellow prifoner: but we were foon fe- 
Joey S-parated ; for aftcr I was fet at liberty, I lifted 
Vefpafian. myfelf in the train of Vefpatian, who was then 
going to Alexandria, and fhe retired another 
way. After this I married again at Alexan- 
dria, from whence I was fent with Titus to 
Jerufalem, where my life was often in danger, 
both from the malice of my countrymen, who 
labour’d to deftroy mc; and the violence of 
the Romans, who charged all their mifcar- 
riages to my treafonable praétices, and were 
continually foliciting the emperor to put me to 
death as a traitor; but Titus, who was then 
declared emperor, was too well acquainted 
with the humours of men, and the inttabilicry 
of fortune, to give ear to the clamourous im- 
portunitics of an impetuous multitude; and 
otbapcarece: fuch was his benevolence towards me, that af- 
ly favomred, ter the deftruétion of Jerufalem, he order’d 
by Titus. me to take whatever { thought worthy my 
acceptance, out of the general ruins of the ci- 
ty; butalas! in the calamity of that inconfo- 
lable lofs and defolation, T could find norhing 
worth asking for, but the liberty of my friends, 
and the pofleffion of the holy bible, which the 
emperor immediately granted; my brother and 
above fifty of my neareft relations being foon 
after fet at liberty... After this, by the empe- | 
ror’s permiffion, I enter’d the temple, where I 
found a vaft multitude of women and chil- 
dren; and among the reft, to the number of 
one hundred and ninety of my own friends and 
familiars, who at my requeft were all abfo- 
lutely fet free, and reftor’d to their former con- 
dition, without any manner of ranfom, — 
lwas then fent by Titus with Cerealis and 
a thoufand horfe to a village call’d Thecea, 
to take a view of the fituation and difpofition 
of the place for the forming of a camp there. 
‘At my coming back I faw a great many prifo- 
‘ ners crucified upon the.way, and among others, 
three of my cld intimate acquaintance. I was 
fo affected with this piercing {peGtacle, that I 
went prefently with tears in my eyes to Titus, 
and told him the ftory. Upon which he im- 
mediately order’d the bodies to be taken down, 
and all pollible means ufed for their recovery ; 
bat two of them died under the furgeon’s’ 


againft Juftus, 
deliver’d him up 


Titus fends 
Jofephus to 
*Fhecoa with 
Cevealis. 
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hand, and the third. recover’d, and furviv’d the 
miferies he had undergone in the crucifixion. 
WHEN ‘Titus had fettled the affaiss of Ju- 
dea, in a ftate of order and peace, he appoint- 
ed. me a portion of lands at a diftance, 1n ex- 
change for others I had in the neighbourhood 
of Jerufalem., ‘This he did out of kindnefs 
and refpeét ; for he knew it would be very in- 
convenient for me ‘to.haye my habitation in 
the middle of the Roman troops, that were of 
neceflity to, be quartcr’d about Jerufalem,: for 
the fecurity of the province. The emperor 
Vefpafian did me the honour alfo upon his re~ 
turn to Rome, to take, me into the fame veficl 
with him for a companion, and upon our arri~ 
val there, he was gracioufly pleafed to treat 
me after the moft favourable and friendly 
manner. 


was emperor, He fettled upon me a yearly 
penfion, and continued his bounty and good- 
nefs tome, without diminution or abatement, 
fo long as he liv’d, which expofed me to no 
fmall danger, by drawing upon me the mortal 
envy dnd hatred of fome of my own nation 5 
for there was a certain Jew, Jonathan by 
name, who raifed a fedition, and got roge- 
ther a body of two thoufand men of the in-+ 
habitants of Cyrene; but they were all cutoff, 
This Jonathan being taken, and fent to the 
emperor in chains, by the governor of the _pro- 
vince, pofitively affirmed that I had affifted 
him towards this tumult, with money and arms; 
but Vefpafian, without giving any credit to 
the calumny, order’d him to be put to death, 
for the treafon of which he was juftly con- 
demned. After this, there were feveral other 
falfe practices, and envious fubornations ‘ad- 
vanced againtt me; but by God’s providence I 
efcap’d them all and had a fair cftablifhment 
allotted me in Juda, by the bounty of Vef- 
pafian. About this time, my wife and I could 
not agree. I didnot like her ways, and fo 
I put her away, having had three children by 
her, two of them dead, and only Hyrcanus 
living. After this divoree, I took another 
wife, by. birth a Candian, but by defcent a 
Jew, a woman of the moft noble parentage of 
any in that country, and one whofe exemplary 
honour and virtue, as I found by cchabiting 
with her, exceeded the generality of her fex. 
By her I had two fons; Juftus the elder, and 
Simonides, firnamed Agrippa, the othér. Thus 
it ftood with me and my family; befide that 
I was fo happy~as-to be continually in favour 
with the Ceefars. - For after the death of Veli. 
pafian, Ticus his fuccefior fhew’d the -fame 
kindnefs and re{peét to mc as his father, and 
never gave car to any accufation that my enc- 
mies brought againft me.’ Domitian’ conferr’d 
upon me fill greater honours.. He put to 
death feveral Jews who were my -accufers, 
and order’d an cunuch flave, whom ['employ’d 
for my fon’s tutor, to be feverely punifi’G tor 
a falfe information againft me. And, which is 
yet a more honourable ‘mark of his fingular 
goodnefs toward me, hc hath been pleafed co 
grant. me the privilege of an exemption from 
all taxes and duties for the cflate chat ¥ am 
poficfs’d. of in Judega. Neither have my ob- 
ligations. been lefs in’ proportion to Domiitia, 
the wife. of Cefar, than to the emperor him- 
felf. This, in fhort, is the hiftory of mv-life ; 
and the world by this may judge of my abilitics. 

FLAVIUS 
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2 _ In the firft place, he made me frce gome inftan- 
of the city, and. then lodg’d me in the fame ces of ‘Titus’s 
palace that he himfelf had liv’d in before he generofity to 
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Containing the Hiflory of 1230 Years from the Creation. 








CHAP L 


The Inrropuction: fhewing the Nature and Defign of the Work. 


HOSE pcople who take upon 
them the office:of hiftorians, do 
not‘all write, I obferve, with 
Wg one and the fame. thought and 
defign; but feveral authors have 
a2 theirfeveral reafons for the fame 
g; and all-thofe motives, at laft, 
widely differing one fromanother. : ‘There! are 
fome indeed, who write outof an affeétation 
of vain-glory and popular. applaufe, and an 
itch of. vanity to difplay their eloquence and 
thew their parts; ‘and there are fome again, 





the aétors in'the ftory they treat: of, as they 
havea mind to oblige, and fpare forno ftudy and 
pains to do them honour, and diiplay their me- 
rit: buttherc are others now,who having been.ac- 


that ‘make ic their chief aim to exalt fuch 


tually engaged inthe management of the tran{f- 
actions they relate,’ look :upon themfelves .ob- 
liged, from the very nature of the thing itfelf, 
to communicate whatthcy know of the matter 
before them; and there are yet others, in fhort, 
who enter upon this province out-of a generous 
impatience to fee great and glorious atchieve- 
ments buried in filence,.whichfo well deferve 
to be made publick for the common bénefit of 
mankind. Re 
Iv is upon the two laft of thefe four confi- 
‘derations thatI have now put .pen to paper; 
for having been a party mytelf in the war be- 


twixt us and the Romans, a witnefs tomy coft 
of what paffed on both ‘fides init, and confe- 
quently privy to the, main iffue of that con- 
teft, I looked upon it as.my duty to fer forth 
the juft matter of fact, and vindicate the truch 
from the. falfities and corruptions which had 
crept into the ftory. And-I had yet-a farther 
encouragement to this undertaking, froma con- ~ 
fident affurance that it would prove afi accep- 
table work to the Greeks: themfelves, : when 
they fhould find the antiquities of our nation, 
and.the form of our governinent tranflated out 
of Hebrew intotheir ownlanguage. | * 
. At my: firft.entrance upon the hiftory ofthe 
war, I propofed to fpéak.of the original of the: 
Jews, their various fortunes, and their excel-. 
lent'law-giver, who trained them up to the 
love‘and practice of fo much piety and virtue ; 
te give an account of their wars for fo many. 
ages, and efpecially ‘that ‘of the laft, which 
they, were compelled, -how unwillingly foever, 
to maintain againft the Romans. . But: upon 
fecond thoughts, finding the fubjeét'too large 
and copious for my prefent purpofe, I chofé ra- 
ther to make another difpotition of the matter, 
and to divide it. ee 
“Arrer fome fhort time fpent upon the effay, 
it fared with me in rhis,:as it does commonly 
with other people who have itarmed. great de=- 


figns intheir heads ; the profpe& of fo — 
7 anc 
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and voluminous a tract of hiftory, 3 
a foreign language too, made me fo heavy an 
dead-hearted, that italmoftrepented me of my 
purpofe: but betwixt the importunitics of men, 
(curious to know the particulars of that fa- 
mous revolution ) who prefied me to go for- 
ward with what I had begun, and the ene 
Hpaphrodi- ragements of Epaphroditus above the reft, x : 
tus, a gene- was-a paffionate lover of all forts of polit 
Yous encoula- Jearning and of hiftory particularly, being a 
pa once perfon who had exccuted feveral eminent com- 
a miffions, and ftood all fortunes with an ex- 
traordinary conduét, and animmoveable Ma 
nefs and dignity of mind, and without the lea 
blemifh to his virtue : betwixt the one and the 
other I was prevailed upon, partly out ot obe- 
dience and ref{peét to the advice and _authority 
offo illuftrious a patron and benefactor to all 
- well-wifhers to the publick, and partly out 
of mere fhame rather to lie at my eafe, indo- 


and that in| giverfaysof the divine nature; the agreement 


ofall his works one- with another; and how 

clear and exempt his whole narrationis from 

the levity of thofe fictions which we meet with 

in other relations, Not but that, confidering 

the circumftances of time and antiquity, hemight 

haveimpofed upon us what he would, without 

danger of contradiction; for our ftory begins 

above two thoufand years before the fables of The Antiqui- 

the poets were ever heard of; and the Pa- ty of the ftory, 

gans themfelves never had the confidence to 

look fo far backward, either for the date of 

their Gods, the a€tions of their heroes, or the 

ordinances of their lawgivers. I fhall fpcalk 

of this in what follows,. and ( according to my 

promife ) of every thing in its proper place, 

without adding or diminifhing. oS 
Bur in regard, however, that the credic of 

the whole ftory depends in a great meafure up- 

on the authority of what Motes in his great 


lent and unaétive, than undergo the pains of | wifdomthought fit to deliver, fomewhat ought 


perfecting fo g 
ftances, 1 fay, 
my firft project, a 


lorious a work: Thefe circum-|to be faid previoufly of Mofes himfelf, to pre- 
prevailed unpon me to profecute | vent exceptions and cavils; for people will be 
nd I fet about it more chear- {apt to wonder at the fight of 2 book; which 


fully, when I confider’d how freely our ancef- | pretends only to fact and hiftory in the title, 
tors imparted fuch matters to ftrangers, andjand yer launches out into.fo many digreffions 


h ffectionately inquifirive feveral of the/upon natural philofopky in the text. 
Greeks Boraiclvceued aie of our affairs. We|knowntherefore, that this excellence and extra- 
read of king Prolemy the fecond (a prince that |ordinary perfon laid it down as a thing abfo- 


Be it Arule for 
magiltrates 
and lawgivers 


purchas’d books and encourag’d arts and {cience jlutely neceflary for any. man who would live 
at any rate, ) how folicitous he was to get our|vircuoufly himfelf, or perfcribe laws to others, 
Jaws, cuftoms, and ways of living, cranflated jto apply his mind in the firft placc to the know~ 
into Greck: and Eleazar the high-prieft, (a!ledge of God ; and then upon a due confide~ 
perfon not inferior to any other of the holy | ration of his works, fo far as in. him lies, to 


order ) did not think fit to deny him that fa- 
tisfaction ; which,undoubtedly he would have 
done, if we had not been taughtand warrant- 
ed by the example of our forefathers, not to 
referve or conceal any thing that may be of 
publick and univerfal advantage. Now I 
thought ic might very well become me tocon- 
form to the practice and precedent of our high- 
prieft; not doubting but chat the fame vir- 
tuous inclinations to the love of learning, which 
were then fo remarkable in Prolemy, might 
at this time be found alfo in others. Letit not 
be underftood that this great king had all the 


follow and imitate that perfeét model. With- 

out this care and intention, ’tis impoffible fora 

lawgiver to anfwer the character of his profef- 

fion, neither can he make other people the bet~ 

ter forhis writings, without inftructing them 

in the firft place, that God isthe Father and Mofes's way 
Lord of all things, that nothing is hid from of training up 
his fight, that he confers hisbleffing on thofe bis reople- 
who ferve him, and infli€teth the greateft mi- 

ferieson thofe who wander from the paths of 

virtue and righteoufnefs. This was Mofes’s 

method of training up his people.- He did not 

begin after the manner of other rulers, with 


copies giving him entire; but only fuch of} provifion for liberty and property, ftipulations, 


them as re{peét ourlaws, and were delivered 
to him at Alexandria by the interpreters who 
were fent with them thither to that purpofe. 
For thefe facred writings muft of necefflity 
contain an infinite variety of things, being an 
Ahiftory of entire hiftory of five thoufand ycars, full of 
go20 years. furprizing accidents, various chances of war, 
mighty atchievements of famous commanders, 
ftrange turns of ftate, and an abundance of 
publick and extraordinary revolutions. 

Bur upon the main, there is one thing that 
the reader will take notice ofin a more parti- 
cular manner upon the perufal of this hiftory; 
whichis, that all things fucceed happily, even 
beyond belief, to thofe who refign themfelves 
to the good pleafure of Almighty God, and 
ftrictly obferve his commandments, befides 
tran{cendant bleffings promifed them for a re- 
ward: whereas, onthe other hand, the difo- 
bedient, inftead of profpering in their ways, 
how fair and plaufible foever, fall into allforts 
of mifery and diftrefs, and without end or re- 
medy. Wherefore I earneftly exhort and ad- 
vife the reader of thefe volumes to icad hislife 
inconformity tothe will ofGod, and carefully 
to obferve and attend to what Mofes our law- 


contracts, and the like; -but with a lecture 
upon the power of Godin the creation of the 
world, and theexcellency of man above other 
earthly creatures. And. when ‘he had once 
poffefied them with areverence for piety, they 
became the more eafily fufceptible of all other 
laudable impreffions.. ‘As for thofe lawgivers 
who have only fabulous traditions for their 
pattern and guide, they take a trecdom to im- 
pute totheir Gods the lewdnefs of the moft 
infamous of men, and fo to authorize and en- 
courage others in all manner of wickednefs af- 
ter their example. Burourlegiflator, having 
firftfet forth that God.is virtue and purity it~ 
felf, ie tells us afterwards that men fhould do 
all they can to make themfelves partakers of 
the holinefs, in fome degree at lcaft, of that 
divine original; concluding the caution with a 
fevere fentence upon thofe who will neither 

believe nor underftand thefe truths. 
Wuoever examinesthis work according to 
thefe.meafures (as I wifh every reader may ) 
will find nothing init unreafonable, nor, I hope, 
derogatory to God’s majefty and goodnefs. He 
will fee every thing proportioned to the mat- 
ters thatare there handled by our MTEL SE 
ome 
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Gen. i, 3. 
Ver. z. 


Ver. 3. 


Ver. 5. 


(or the time of reft) evening ; 





fome things only touch’d upon, or iene y 
hinted, others illuftrated by proper alleg " 
rics; and for thote patlages that we are ie 
concern’d to have a perfect underftanding . > 
they are as plain and clear as words can aa c 
chem. Ir would, indeed, require deep {pe 
culation to enter into the particular reafons of 
thefe different ways of writing; but if God. 
gives me life and health to complete what I 
am now upon, J determine to make that my 
next bufinefs ; 1c p . 

ceed to my hiftory, beginning with what Mo- 
fes tells us concerning the creation of the world, 
as we find it in holy writ. 


ate eT ae oe Pe 
oo 


CHAP. IL 


The Creation of the World in fix Days. The fe- 
wenth a Sabbath, or a Day of Refi. Paradife 
planted, and Adam aud Eve pat into it. The 
forbidden Fruit. The Serpent tempts the Wo- 
aan. The Fall of Adam ard Eve, and the 
Curfe pronounced againft thei for their Difobe- 
ditnte. 


N the beginning God created the heaven 

and the earth; but the earth was not as 
yet vilible, by rcafon of a thick darknefs that 
cover’d ir. After this the f{pirit of God mo- 
ving over it, God commanded that there fhould 
be light; which no fooner appear’d, but upon 
the view of the mafs, he feparated the light 
from the darknefs ; and the darknefs he called 
night, and the light day. The beginning of 
the day he called morning, and the.end of it 
and thefe two 
terms completed the firft day. _Mofes calls 
it one day, ora day, and not the firft day; for 


but for the prefent, L fhall pro-} 


the Antiquities of the JEws. 


do no work upon that day; but give ic the 
name of fabbath, which word in the Hebrew 
language. betokens reft. ; 
Moses, alter the feventh day, employ’d his 
thoughts in explaining the works and offices 
of nature; beginning with the creation of man, 


aiter this manner; “¢ God, fays he, formed Ver. 7: 


‘© man of the duit of the ground, and breathed 
“¢ into him the breath of lite; fo that he be- 
“© came a living foul.” He fays further, that 
this man was call’d Adam, which in Hebrew 
fignifies * red, becaufe the earth which he was 
made of, in the virginal perfeétion of it, ts of 
that colour. 

Arter this, 
creaturcs, male and female, to appear before 
Adam, who called them all by dittinct names; 
and the names he gave them at that time they 
bear to this day. 


God commanded all living Ver. rg. 


Apam was all this while alone, and uncafy Ver 21. 


in that condition, for want of a fuitable com- 
panion; there being none as yet provided for 
him, when all the reft of the creatures cn- 
joyed themfelves in pairs; fo that cafting him 
‘Into a deep fleep, God took a rib out of him, 
and made a woman of it, which he no fooner 
faw afterward, but he knew, and acknowledg= 
cd ‘her to be part of himiclf. Now in the 
Hebrew they call a woman Iffa, but this wo- 


man was called Eva, that is to fay, the mother Chap. iii. 20, 


of all living. 


-Mosss fays further alfo, that God planted The planting 


to the caftward a moft delicious garden, abound- 
ing with all forts of fruit-trees; and among 
the reft, the tree of life, and the tree of know~ 
ledge of good and evil. 

.. Iw this garden he placed Adam and Eve, 
and committed the keeping and dreffing of it 
to their care. Tt was watered and cncompaf- 


of paradite, 


Ver. $. 


Adam put 


into it, ibid. 


which I could give a fufficient reafon, but ha- 
ving promifed an explanation of thefe niceties 
ina feparate tract, I lie under fome fort of ne- 


fed by ‘a large river that divided itfelf into [he four ri- 
four ftreams or channels, ‘The name of the firft vers of para- 
is Pifon, (which fignifies fulnefs or inunda- dife, Ver. 19- 


Ver. 


ceffity to refer thofe notes to their proper time 
and place. 

On the fecond day God created the heaven 
or the firmament, gave it the higheft place of 


the univerfe, divided it from the reft, encom- 


pafled it, as it werc, with chryftal, and tem- 
per’d the air with fo genvle a mixture of hu- 


_ midity, as might naturally diffolve into fhowers, 


. 9, &e. 


Ver. 


for the watcring and retrefhing of the carth, 
to make it fruirful. 

On the third day God fettled the earth, fur- 
rounding it with the fea; and the fame day it 
brought forth plants with their feeds, atter 
their refpective kinds. 

On the fourth day he placed the fun, the 
moon, and the other ftars for an ornament in 
the heavens; regulating their motions, and 
their courfes, .in fuch a manner, as to mark out 
times and fcafons. 

On the fifth day he created the fifh that 
{wim in the watcr, and the birds that fly in 
the air, and fent them forth in couples, thar 
they might increafe and multiply, every crea- 
ture according to its kind. . 

On _ the fixth day God created all forts of 
four-footed beaits, male and temale; and the 
fame day alfo he made man; {0 that according 
to Mofes, in fix days God made the world, 
and all that therein is. : 
"Gop reited on the feventh day, and ccafed 
from his labours. This is the reafon that we 


* See this confured by Voflius in his Erymotog. y. Homo. 


tion;) the Greeks call ic Ganges, and it takes 
its courfe into India, and fo empties itfelf into 
the fea. ‘The fecond and the third are Eu- 
phrates and Tigris; the former in our tonguc 
is Phora, (that is to fay, difperfion, or a flower,) 
the other we call Diglath, (which fignifies as 
much as narrow and rapid,) and thefe two 
difcharge themfelves into the Red-fea. ‘The 
name of the fourth is Gihon, which divides 
Egypt. ‘The Greeks call it Nile, and it fig- 
nifics in our language, coming from the eaft. 


Now Adam and Eve had liberty to eat of The forbid- 
all the fruits of the garden, fave only that of den fruit, 
the tree of knowledge, which God command- Ver: 17: 


ed them not to tafte of, upon pain of death. 
There was, as yet, a perfect harmony among 
all the creatures; and the ferpent liv’d in a 
kind of familiarity with Adam and Eve; but 
out of an envy to the bledfled ftate of their 
condition, in cafe of their continuing obedient 
to God’s command, and knowing full well 
on the other hand the mifery which would be- 
fal them in cafe of their difobedience, he 
tempted the woman to a tafte of the forbidden 
fruit; and to enflame her curiofity, told her 
that ic had a fectet inherent virtue, to endue 
her, upon the eating of it, with the knowledge 
of good and evil, and to make her as.happy 
as God himfclf. T'hus the ferpent feduced the 
woman into a violation of God’s command ; 
and the woman was fo well pleafed with the 





delicious 


The ferpent 
tempts the 
woman to 


difobedience, 


Gen. iii. 5. 
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The fall of delicious tafte of the fruit, that fhe did not 
Adam and only eat of it hevfelf, but recommended it to 
Hive, Gen-ili. bor husband too, who yiclded to her perfua- 
By this time they perceived that they 
the virtue of this troic ha- 
derftanding, and fecking 


So 


fion. 
were both naked, 
ving open’d their un 


Ver. 7. for a covering, they wove fig-leaves together, 
to hide their nakednefs, accounting themfelves 
happier than before, by this new difcovery of 
what they wanted. ‘ 

Adam hides = Arrrr this, God enter’d into the garden, 


himfel6ver-8. when Adam, who had free acccls to him before 

his tranfgreflion, out of a confcioutnefs of his fin, 

withdrew, and hid himfelf. So God call’d to- 
God expoftu- Adam, and asked him, ‘¢ How it came to pafs, 
Jares the mat- ¢ that he, who had taken fo much delight but 
ter with him, ¢¢ lately. *to prefent himfelt before his maker, 
ver. 9,8. thonid now run away and hide himfelf from 

“ him in fuch a confufion?”  Adam’s guilt 
left him not one word to fay for himfelf, and 
fo God went on fpeaking to him after this 
manner; ‘¢ There was not any thing that your 
& heart could defire, to make your life tree, 
eafy, pleafant, and happy, that I had nor 
provided for you ready to your hand, both 
for ufe and delight, and without any’ care 
or labour on your part, or the inconvenien- 
* cies of old age to interrupt your enjoyments. 
But fince you have flighted my commands, 
and that your confcience leaves you nothing 
to fay for yourfelf, your days fhall be_ cut 
“¢ fhort, and old age fhall come upon you fpec- 


Ver. 12. “ dily.” Adam palliated the matter as well 
as he could, begg’d pardon, and laid the blame 
upon his wife, alledging it was fhe that mifled 

Ver. 13. him: and the woman caft it upon the ferpent. 
Whcreupon, as a punifhment for Adam’s fuffer- 

The curfé ing his wife to impofe upon him, God curfed 

againft man, the ground, declaring, that from that time 


ver.17,&¢. forward, it fhould never bring forth fruit more, 
but what men fhould extort trom it by labour, 
and the {weat of their brows, and that it 
fhould not always anfwertheir expectations nei- 
ther. As for Eve’s being firft deluded by the 
ferpent, and afterwards drawing Adam into 
the fame fnare, her fentence was, “ In‘forrow 
“¢ to bring torth children ;” and for the punifh- 
Ver. 16. ment of the ferpent’s malice, God took from 
Againtthe him the benefit of fpeech, put venom under 
ferpent, ver. his congue, condemn’d him to the lofs of his 
on fect, to crawl upon his belly, and declared 
Ver. 15. him the enemy of mankind; and commanded 

Eve alfo to tread upon his head, both as the 

fountain of all our woes, and as the part where 

he moft eafily receives a mortal wound. Aiter 

the pronouncing of thefe penaltics, God re- 
Adam turn’d Mov’d Adam and Eve out of the garden into 


out of para~ another place. 
Gife, ver. 23. 


Again wo- 
man, 








CHAP. Hl. 


Tite Hiftory of Cain and Abel. God calls Cain 
to aa accouat for the Murder of bis Brother, fets 
a& Mark upon hin, and pronounces a Curfe 
againft bin for it. Cain the Inventor of Weights 
and Meafures. Enos the firft City built. Ju- 
bal the Inventor of Miufick. 
Brafs and Tron-Work. Adam lived nine bui- 
dred and thirty Years. Seth and his Sous give 
theufelces to Affronsmy. Seth’s Pillars. 


Of Cain and DAM and Eve had two fons; the name 
Abel, Gen. iv.. 



























Tubalcain, of 


; of the clder was Cain, which word by 
i interpretation fignifies poficiiion or acquificion. 





a . ‘ i 
SEPHUS ot Book },. 
The fecond was Abcl, which fignifics affliction Ver. 2. 
or mourning. They had daughters alio: ‘The 
two brothers were of quite diffcrent humours; 
for Abel was a rightcous man, and a keeper of 
fheep, who led a virtuous life, and in all his 
actions and intentions had God in his cye. 

But Cain, on the contrary, was a wicked and 
profligate man, the firft who applied himtelf to 
tillage and agriculture 5 and was, in fhort, fo full 
of avarice and malice, that upen the tollowing 


a nntig, 


account he murder’d his ownbrother. ‘The two 


brethren having agreed upon a facrifice to the 
Lord, Cain brought an offering of the fruits of Yer. 3, 
the ground; but Abcl’s offering was of the milk 

and firitlings of his flock: ‘The lattcr, as it Ver. 4, 
confifted of the pure bounty and voluntary pro- 
duction of nature, was moft acceptable to God, 
becaufe it feem’d to procced from a natural 
fincerity and unfcigned obedience to his divine 

will; whereas the other, being forced by art 

and induftry, carried with it the appearance of 

a mercenary oblation, rather than a homage of 
good-will. Whereupon Cain, being highly 
provoked at the preference which the divine 
creator had given to his younger brother’s of- 
tering, fell upon him, and flew him, and bue The murder: 
tied the body, in hopes of concealing the mur- of Abel, vez, 
der; but God, from whom nothing can be hid, ®& 
came upon this to Cain, inquired after his bro- Ver. 9. 
ther, where he was, and why for feveral days 

paft they had not been feen together, fince it 

was ufual for them conftantly to be converfant 

with one another. This ftruck Cain with con- 
fufion and. amazement, infomuch that at firft he 

did not know what to fay, but recolleéting him- 

felf, he anfwer’d, that his brother, indeed, had 

been a ftranger to him for fome time, and that 


[he was at a lofs how to account for rhe reafon 


of his abfence, Upon this God urged the mat- 
ter ftill clofer to him; to which he had the 
infolence to reply, that he was neither his bro Ibid. 
ther’s keeper, nor of his council. Upon this 
expoftulation and affront, God was pleafed to | 
charge him downright with his brother’s mur- Ver. to. 
der, tclling him how wondertula thing it was, 
that he fhould not be able to give any account 
of the perfon whom he had inhumanly mur- 
dered, The fact was no longer to be denied, 
but yet upon Cain’s facrifice and fubmiffion, 
God was io far pacified, as to remit the im-= 
mediate juftice of blood for blood; but he 
was pleaicd, however, to pronounce him and 
his pofterity accurfed to the feventh genera- Cain ac- 
tion, end to banifh him and his wife out of curfed, ver. 
their native land into the wide world. Cain '* 
was not a little terrified at this fentence, for 
fear of the mifchiefs which might befal him in 
his wanderings; but to fecure him from all 
danger, both from man or beaft, God fet a Ver. 15. 
mark upon him to know him by, and fo com- 
manded him to be gone. 

Cain and his wife departed accordingly, 
and after a tedious travel through feveral coun- 
tries, they at length arrived at Nais, where Ver. 16. 
they fettled their abode, and had divers chil- 
dren ; but fo far was this chaftifement from re- 
forming Cain,that he rather grew more and more 
wicked, abandoning himfclf to his lufts, and 
all manner of villainy, without any regard to 
common juitice. He enriched himfelf by ra- 
pine and violence, and made choice of the vileft 
and mott profligate monfters of mankind for his 
companions, of whom he became ring-leader, 
lowe pee them in the very myftery of their 


own proteffion. He corrupted the fimplicity 
and 





Chap. IIT. 


and plain-dealing of former times with a no- 
Cain the in- vel favention of weights and mcafures, and cx- 
changed the innocence of that primitive genc- 
rofity and candour for the new tricks of poli- 
cy and craft. He was the firft that invaded 
the common liberties of mankind by bounds 
and inclofures; the firft that built a city, for- 
tified and peopled it, with his dometticks and 
dependants, whom he confined to live together 
in a body, which city was called Enoch, after 
the name of his eldeft fon. 

Now Enoch begot Irad, Irad begot Mchu- 
jacl, Mehujael begot Mcthufacl, and Mcthu- 
fael begot Lemech, who had feventy {even 
children by two wives, Zillah and Adah. By 
Adah he had Jabal, the firft who dwelt in 
tents, and pleafed ae: ee a oe life 

al, v.21. and employment. Jubal, his brother, gave up 
een: his find 2 mufick J infomuch that the Pfal- 
tery and Harp werc of his invention. By his 
wife Zillah, he had 'Tubalcain, a valiant cap- 


ventor of 
weights and 
meafures, an 
the firft en- 
clofer. 


Gen. iv. 13. 


Tubalcain, L J Cc 
ver. 22. tain, and a great warrior, who by his milita- 
ry reputation was enabled to live both in plea- 
fure and plenty. He was the firft that wrought 
in brafs, and had a daughter whofe name was 
Ver, 23. Naamah. As for Lemech, who faw as far as 


any man into the courfe and methods of di- 
we juttice, he could not but find himfelf 
concerned in the profpeét of that dreadful 
judgment which threaten’d the whole family 
for the murder of Abel, and under that appre- 
henfion, he difclofed his fentiments to his two 
wives. ; 

Wrurzre Adam was yet living the curfed race 
of Cain grew every day morc and more wicked, 
and made it their glory, not only to imitate 
the fouleft examples of paft ages, but alfo to 
outdo them. Their delight was in war and 
{poil, or where any of them happen’d not to 
be polluted with the guilt of human blood, 
they excelled in pride, avaricc, or fome other 
vice of as black a nature. 

Bur to return to the fubjeét in hand: After 
the murder of Abel and the banifhment of Cain, 
Adam, who was now two hundred and thirty 
years of age, out of an earneft defire of iflue, 
applicd himfelf to the peopling of the world. 
He lived {even hundred years aiter this, and fo 
died, leaving many children behind him, and 
one among the reft whom he called Seth. It 
would be too tedious to go through all the fa- 
mily, befides foreign to my purpofe, fo that 
I fhall only have occafion to mention Scth. 


Ver. 24. 


Ver. 25. 


‘This Seth was brought up under the tuition. 


of his father, and fo foon as ever he was able 
to diftinguifh betwixt good and cvil, he deli- 
vered himfelf up wholly to the ftudy of virtue. 
Seth and his Fie proved a wonderful man, and his children 
fons, Gen.v.6. were the lively images of fo excellent a father. 
They were all. of them well bred, and well 
difpofed. They lived happily and peaceably 
with refpcét to the publick, and in perfect 
harmony one with another. Thefe were the 
firft who. made their obfervations upon the mo- 
tions of the heavens, the courfes and influences 
of the ftars, and having been foretold by Adam 
of an univerfal deluge and conflagration to 
Seth's pillars. come, they erected two pillars, one of brick 
and the other of ftone, which they were fure 
would be a proof, one or the other of them, 
againft either fire or water. Upon thefe pil- 
lars they engraved the memorials of their ditt 


* Lactantius favours this opinion, but Se. Auftin and others 


the Antiquities of the JEws. 
























-him of this terrible 





coverics und inventions, there to remain for 
the bencht of ages to come; and Ieft the trae 
dition of the fcience itfelf fhould be loft for 
want of a record, this they did, and their 
forefight was not in vain; for it is reported 
that the ftone pillar is yet to be feen in Syria 
to this very day. 
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CHAP. Iv. 


Lhe Wickedue/s of the World, ad God's Fudze 
aient upon it. INoah’s Ark. The ten Genra- 
tions fro Adan to the Flood. The Beginning 
aad Progrefs of the Flocd. Berofas, Damia~ 
fcen, &c. write of the Ark. and Deluge. Noah's 
Prayer. God's Covenant with Noah. The 


Rainbow a Token of it. 
Wy OR feven generations men lived in the Gen. vy, & yi, 
| exercife of virtuc, and in the love and 

fear of one God the Lord of all things ; but from 
thence forward they degenerated from the ways 
of their fore-fathers, leading their lives without 
any reverence or regard either to religious du- 
ties, or human juftice, and taking more pains 
to tranfcend one another in wickednefs, than 
they had formerly done to make themfelvcs c~ 
minent for goodnefs. ‘This abominable impic- 
ty drew down the wrath of heaven upon them, 
and the angels* of God mixing with the women : 
begot an infolent race, not much unlike that 
of the Giants in the Greek fables, contemicrs 
of all good, and overbearing right with power. 
Noah took thofe impious extravagancics fo to 
heart, that after feveral trials, both by his 
counfel and authority, to bring them to 2 re- 
formation of their lives, and an amendment of 
their manncrs, and no good to be done at 
laft upon a generation fo incorrigibly obtfti- 
nate, and abandon’d to their Iufts, and 
finding himfelf and family in manifet danger 
of fome mortal violence for his good-will, he 
departed out of the land himfelf and all his 
people, ‘This good man was highly in the fa- 
vour of the Lord for his righteoufniefs; but the 
corruption and iniquity of the age cried out 
fo loud to Heaven for vengeance, that God dc«= 
termined within himfelf, utterly to deftroy that 
generation of mankind, and to fupply another 
and a better race of men in their itead 3 but fo 
as to fhorten the term of man’s life from what 
it was before, and to bring it within the com 
pafs of one hundred and twenty years. ‘The 
earth after this was covered with Water, and 
the dry land turned effe€tually into a {ca,which 
{wallowed up all flefh living ; Noah alone ex 
cepted, who efcaped the univerfal deluge by 
making ufe of the means whichGod had exprefly 
directed and appointed him for his preferva- 
tion; that isto fay, God having precautioncd 
i judgment to come, order’d 
him to build an ark of four ftories, the length Noah's Ark, 
of it three hundred cubits, the breadth fitty, Gen. vi. x5. 
and the height of it thirty; which he did ace 

cordingly, and fo went into it with his wife 

and children, and their Wives ; taking alone 

with him of all living creatures by two and 

two, in pairs, male, and female, and of fome 

{even couples for the confervation of the kind, 

having firft laid in all provifions neceflary for 

the fubfiftence of himfelf and them. His or- 





Gen. vi. &, 


reject ir, See Selden’s Proleg. de Diis Syris, Cap. iti. 
der 
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Noah’s gene~ 
alogy, Gen.vi. 
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The time of 
the deluge. 


Gan. vill. 6. 


‘The line of 
the parriarchs 
Gen. v. 
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der was to take care that the roof, and the fides 
of ic thould pe madc ftrong cnough to refitt 
the violence of the approaching tempeft; which 
was alfo done: and by this contrivance he and 
his family were faved. JNow Noah was the 
tenth in fucecilion by a direét linc from Adam, 
being the fon of Lamech, Lamech of Methu- 
felah, Methufelah of Enoch, Enoch of Jared, 

ared of Maleleel, (who had divers brothers, ) 
Malclecl of Cainan,.Cainan of Enos, Enos of 
Seth, and Scth the fon of Adam. 4 

Tuis deluge happened in the fecond month, 
which the Macedonians call Dius, the Hebrews 
Marfonane, according to the Egyptian divilion 
ofthe ycar. Mofes in his computation makes 
Nitan, which is Xanthicus, the firft month, 
becaufe it was in this that he brought the H- 
raclites out of Egypt, and he obfervcs the fame 
account in the dating of all things which con~ 
cern the worlhip of God. But tor the matter 
of fairs and markets, trade, and civil butinefs, 
he lett the account as he found it, withour ma- 
king any alteration. Noah was fix hundred 
years of age at the time of this inundation. 
Mofes reckons that the firft f€Ul of rain toward 
the drowning of the world, ‘began on the 
27th day of the month beforefaid, and in the 
year of the world 1656. This is according to 
the calculation of holy writ, which gives a 
very exact account of the birth and death of 
the illuttrious men of thofe times. 

Apsm was nine hundred and thirty years 
old when he died, and one hundred and thir- 
ty when he begot Scth. Serh was one hundred 
and five when he begot Enos, who departed 
this lite at the age of nine hundred and twelve, 
leaving all to the care of his fon Cainan, whom 
he had begotten in the ninticth year of his 
age, and he lived to the age of nine hundred 
and ten, and was fuceceded by his fon Malc- 
lee] whom he begor at the age of feventy : 
this Maleleel died at cight hundred and nine- 
ty five, and he left his fon Jared to fucceed 
him, whom he begot at the age of fixty five, 
and at ninc hundred and fixty nine he depart- 
ed this life. He was fuceceded by his fon 
Enoch, who was bern when his father was one 
hundred and fixty two years old, and after 
three hundred and fisty five years he went to 
God, and was no more feen, Which is the reafen 
that there is no record extant of what became 
of him, Mcthufalah was born to Enoch in the 
fixty fifth year of his age, and at the age of onc 
hundred and feven he had a fon bern, which 
he called Lamech, to whom he delivered up 
the government, which he had held for nine 
hundred and fixty nine years. But when Lae 
mech had been feven hundred and feven years 


wi 


cc 


in 
ce 


ce 


given, God commanded the clouds to pour 
forth their waters, which they did in a violent 
rain of forty days continuance; till they were 
fittcen cubits deep above the higheft parts of 
the earth, and no place left for any poffibiley 
of 
gan by little and little to abate, and in one 4 &c. 
hundred and fifty days more, on the 2th da 

of the feventh month, the ark was left aground Ver. t4- 
upon the top of a certain mountain in Armenia. 

Nouh percciving this, open’d a window and 
percciving the appearance of land in feveral 
places round about him, found his heart a little 

more at cafe, in hopes that the worft was now 

paft, The water fill decreafing more and 

more, Noah fenr out 
after, 
places, whether or no he mi 
himfelf upon the 
ing all in a flood’ dill, 
Whereupon Noah refpited his enquiry for fe- 
ven days 
what condition things were i 
foon after returned to him again all dirty, and 


underftand that the danger was now 
that at the end of feven days more he turn 
out all the creatures, went forth himfelf with Ver. 18. 
his wife and children, and after facrificing to 

the Lord, made merry and rejoiced with his 

family. ‘The Armenians called this place A-~ 

pobaterion, or the place of defcent. 
of this deluge and the ark, in all the writers 
of Barbarian hiftories, as in Berofus the Chal- 
dzan for one, who, 
writes to this effcé& : 


- — 
Book I. 
SS 

Tue time being now come, and the fignal The begin. 
< 3 ning and pro- 


grets of che 
flood, Gen.vii. 
12, &c. 


fafery or retreat. ‘he waters after this be- Gen. viii. ys 


a raven fome few days Noah fends 
to learn the ftate of the deluge in other veo 
ght fafely venture “S ™ 

3 but the raven find- 

returned to the ari. 


ground 


» and then fent out a dove to difeover and a dove, 
n abroad, which Ve" 8- 


th an olive-branch in her mouth, giving to 


over. So Noah goes 
ed outofthe ark. 


We read 


{peaking of this flood, 

“They fay that there see Berofiis, 
are fome remainders of this veflel to be feen Nicolaus Di- 
upon the mountains of the Cordyeans-in mafvenus, &c. 
Armenia to this very day, and that feveral sae 
people living upon the place fcrape the pitch ‘ cael 
off from the planks as a rarity, and carry it 
about them tor an amulet.” Hicronymus 


the Egyptian, in his Phoenician Antiquities, Ma~ 
nafeas, and a great many others fay fomewhat 
of this matter too: But Nicolaus of Damafcus, 


v. 96. of his hiftory, fpcaks to this purpofe : 
In the province of Minyas in Armenia, there 
is a high mountain, called Baris, to which 
place there fled a great many people, as the 
ttory goes, in the time of a deluge for fance 
tuary. ‘There is a tradition alfo of a certain 
man ina veficl that ftruck upon the top of 
this mountain, and that fevcral pieces of 
the timber were to be feen there a long time 
after.” This perhaps might be the man that 


Mofes makes mention of. 


Now Noah in a perfuafion that God had 


jn the exercife of that power, he transferred 
his commiffion to his fon Noah, who was born 
to Lamech at the age of one hundred and cigh- 
ty two, and was nine hundred and fifty years 
in thé adminittration. So that putting all thefe 
together, computing upon Noah’s age of fix 
huadred years at the time of the deluge, ir a- 
mounts to the juf number of one thoufand 
fix hundred and fifty fix.* Bue we are nor 
fo much to copnhder the end of thefe men, as 
the birth of than; for they lived to fee many 
generations out of their own Loins. ; 





Sis a greet confufien and incorrectnefs in the 
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Mabaing of whe 


} f@ chronological numbers in 
oceahioned by the various readings of the copies; which we have here endeavoured to adjuft, 
rona. gv So far as it wis agreeable to the original Hebrew; but in the age that 
years ta make tt correfpond 
ard fendered years to mal eff 

thy fee our fecond difcourfe prenxed ta this work, 


doomed mankind to deftruction, lay under a 
dreadful apprehenfion, for icar of the fame 
Judgment over again; and that it would aco 
tually end in an anniverfary inundation : fo 
that he prefented himfelf before the Lord with 
facrifices and prayers: ¢ Humbly befeeching Noah's pray- 
‘* God in Mercy to preferve the order of the cr. 
*¢ world in its firft frame; to punith the guil- 
‘ty, and fpare the lives of the innocent, and 
“not to proceed with rigour for the wic- 

“ kednefs of fome particular perfons to the 

“* deftruction of the Whole; tor otherwife, the 





all the cranflations that have yet 
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Chap. iV. 


Goad’s cove- 
nant with 

Noah, Gen. 
will, and ix. 


The rainbow 
a token of it, 
©. 1x, 13. 





the Antiquiti 


“ furvivors of this calamity would be more | 
“ wretched than thofe who were wathed away 
“ in a common ruin; if after having fuffer’d 
“ horror of thought, and the terror of fo dif- 
« mal a fpeétacle, they fhould only be deli- 
“ yered from one calamiry to be confounded 
“ by another. Whercforc he carncftly befought 
“ God to reccive his prayers, and his facrifice 5 
“ to turn away his wrath from the carth, and 
“ the inhabitants thereof, that they might 
till ic, and reap the fruits of his bounty as 
“ formerly; build cities, and entertain them- 
“ {elves with all the comforts and convenicn- 
“ cics they cnjoycd before the flood.” He 
pray’d alfo for length of days to himfelf and 
his pofterity ; and that the children to come 
might live up to the Age of their anceftors. 
Tue picty and_rightcoufnefs of this good 
man prevail’d fo far with Almighty God, that 
he hearkened to his requeft, and told him, tnat 
it was the wickecdnefs of the world which 
drew that judgment upon their own heads, 
and that he himfelf was not in reality the au- 
thor of it; forhe would never have giventhem 
life at firft, with a defign or dcfire to take it 
away again; and it were much better not to 
give it at all, than to give only to take again. 
But, fays he, ey have forced me upon a ven~ 
geance by a violation of all the holy duties 


they owe me; and yet to fhew you that I am | 
not inexorable, efpectally upon your mediation, 


a 








I promife you that I will never deal with fin- 
ners fo fevercly again for the future; and 
therefore what ftorms and tempefts foever may 
be raifed, fet your heart at reft, for you are 
out of danger of another deluge. One thing 
I pofitively require and command, keep your 
hands clear of human blood, and punith mur- 
der with the utmoft feverity, wherever you 
findit. As for other creatures, whether they 
live upon the earth, or fwim in the water, or 
fly in the air, you are the lords and mafters of 
them, and may difpofe of them as you think 
fit, faving only as to the blood, for in the 
blood is the lite of the creature; and for your 
fecurity now, that the arrows of my difplca~ 
fure thall never ftrike mankind again in the like 
dreadful manner, I will fet my bow in the 
air for a token of my covenant. Now the 
rainbow with them is taken for God’s bow. 
After thefe commands ancl promifes God de- 
parted. 

Noan liv’d in happinefs and at cafe three 
hundred and fifty years after the flood, fo that 
he was nine hundred and fifty when he died. 
Let not the vait difference betwixt the ordina- 
ry term of a man’s life before the deluge, and 
the narrow fcantling we find it reduced to at 
this day, be made ufe of as an argument to 
bring the credit of the tradition in quettion, 
as if becaufe we ourfelves are fhort-liv’d, our 
tore-fathers muft of neceflaty have been fo too. 
fn the infancy of the world, when men liv’d 
in obedience to their maker, it pleafed Almigh- 
ty God to beitow the bleifing of * long lite 
upon the work of his own hands; belidcs that, 
the wholfomencts of their food, and their 
moderation in eating and drinking, did very 
much cenduce to that end; and, moreover, 
providence found it neceflary for the ttudy and 
advancement of virtue, and for the improve- 





* See Galleus’s comment on the Sibviline Oracles, p. 7 
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mene of gcometry and aftronomy, which re- 
quired at leatt fix hundred ycars, (according to 
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the compuration of the great year,) for the The grew 


making and perteéting of obfervations. 
for my jultification, the concurrent teftimonics 
of all the great antiquarics that ever meddlcd 
in hiftory, cither Greek or Barbarian, as Ma- 
netho in his Egyptian chronicle, Berofus in the 
hiftory of Chaldea, + Mochus, Heftivus, Hic 
ronymus the Egyptian, that have givcn us the 
ftory of Phoenicia; and fu for Hetiod, Heca~ 
teus, Hclanicus, Acufilaus, Ephorus, and Ni- 
colaus, they do all agrec, that in the primi- 
tive ftate of the world fome men liv’d to the 
age cven of athoufand years. But cvery man 
is at liberty to think of this mattcr as he 
pleafes. 








CHAP. V. 


Noah’s three Sous, Shem, Japheth, avd Ham, 
plant in Sennaar. Defigu to build a Tower, 
which was ruined by a Confifion of Tongues. 


LT have year. 


TOAH had three fons, Shem, Japheth, Noah’s three 
and Ham, who were born about an hun- fons, Gen.x.1. 


dred years before the flood. Thefe were the 
firft who had courage enough to venture from 
the mountains to inhabit the plains, and brought 
their offspring along with them, who, till 
they were animated by the cxample of their 
fathers, durft not quit the hills, for fear of a 


fecond deluge. They gave the name of Sennaar They plantin 
to the firft place they planted in: but God in Sennair, x). >. 


his wifdom ordered them to fpread and divide 
themfelyes into colonies, as the moft proper 
method both for peopling the world, and pre 
ferving men in peace one with another; and to 
the end likewife that they might take their 
poffeffions at large, and cnjoy more abundant- 
ly the fruits of tne earth. Now thefe people 
being an ignorant and a ftubborn generation, 
difregarded the divine appointment, and con- 
tinued ftill in the fame ‘place, till they were 
overtaken by a judgment from Heaven, that 
made them fufficiently fenfible of their error 
by their punifhment. ‘They came in procefs of 
time to be numerous and ftrong, and God once 
again admonifhed and directed them as before, 
to difperfe themfelves into feveral plantations ; 
but they perfevered neverthelefs in their dif- 
obedience, not only forgetting the author of 
all the bleffings and good things they were 
madc partakers of, but afluming to themfelves 
the glory of their fuccefics in all the great 
nefs they had acquired; and which was worft 
of all, interpreting the advice of feparating 
themfelves to be rather a fnare than a favour, 
and a mere trick ot common policy, firft to 
difunite and weaken them, and then to bring 
them under the yoke of an oppreffion. 


‘Tne chief incendiary that animated the peo- Nimred their 
ple to this proud and infolent contempt of God, head and 
was Nimrod, the grandfon of Ham, who was "ngleader. 


the fon of Noah, a man fierce and valiant, but 
of fo extravagant a vanity, that he would be 
often boatling, that he lay under no obligation 
at all to the gocdnefs of God for the cignity 
of his prefent {tate and reputation, but to the 
power of his own courage and virtuc. This 
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was bis way of ininuating hinvielt 
ranny, not in che Icatk doubting but the Pepe 
might be eafily brought to apoltatize trom God, 
if they could bur firit be prevailed upon to 
chufe him for their governor. And lett che 
dread of another inundation fhould deter chen 
from it, he had an expedient in his h 
faid, thac would fecure them trom any damage 
of that nature. His project was the ereciing a 
tower to fuch a height, that ie fhoukl be un y 
Oollible for the waters ever to reach the tep oft 





cad, he 


it: befide the revenge be meditated over and 
abore, jorthe lofs of thole who perithed in the 
flood. 


Tux multitude came fo unanimoufly into this 


{eheme of Nimrod, that they began to Jook 
upon it asa thing below the dignity ol men, 
£0 live in fubjection to God; and upon this they 
immediately apply’d themiclves to work, and 

rofecuted their defign with the utmott vigour 
and refolution. "The height of it was to be 
prodigious, and the infinite number of Jabou~ 
vers advanced it, even beyond imagination. 
The breadth and thicknefs of it, -elng wen- 
derfully firm and ftrong, appeared of tach pro- 
digious bulk, that ic made the height ef it 
feem lefs. The materials were burne brick, 
cemented in the joints with a pitchy macter to 
make it proof againft the waters. The mad- 
nefs of thefe people was highly provoking, ¢cf- 
pecially confidering the warning they had had 
in the cxample of their forefathers, who were 
all fwallowed up inan univerfal flood tor their 
wickednefs. Bur God was gracioufly pleafed. 
however, not to proceed to the extremity of 
extinguifhing mankind any more, tor their con- 
temptuous trangreflions, but chofe rather to pu- 
nifh them with fuch a confulion of tongues, 
that they fhould not be able to underftand one 
another. The place where this tower was crect~ 
ed, is at this day called Babylon, trom the 
confulion of tongues, as aforefaid; Babel in 
Hebrew fignifying as much us confufien. Now 
asto thistower, and this confufion of tongues, 
the Sibyl fpeaks in the fellowing manner. 
“ # Ar a cerrain time, fays the, when the 
“ whole world fpake the fame language, the 
“ people of thofe days gathered together, 
“C and raifed a mighty tower, which they car- 
“ yied upto fo extravagant a height, thar ic 


, © looked as if they had propofed the fealing 


“ of heaven from the top of ic: bur the Gods 
‘© Jet ahurricane of winds loofe upon it, which 
“ with a violent dlait beac ir down to the 
“ ground; the builders being alfo judicially 
“ firack with an utter forgetiulneis of their 
““ native tongue, and a new unknown lan 
© euage fubitituted iniicad of it, wherein not 
* one man of them underitecd his fellow.” 
As to Sennaar icfelt, Heftieus gives this hint; 
“ "the pricits who iurvived the general deto- 


* fotion, preferved the holy things and orna- | 5 


*f ments that were dedicated to the worfhip 
* and fervice of Jupiter the Conqueror, and 


*€ carricd them off to Sennaar or Babylon.” 








CHAP. VI. 


Tre Sous of Neab difperle thehiives 
Pace 6f the Earth. 
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] + :. i Le os saat: >» 
into a ty- | ishabit, fome apon the fea-coutis, others in the 
ie feontinent 5 fame in one place, jome in another, 


according to the lor which Gow in his wifdean 

and providence had aliigned them; for the 

whole world, in ihort, was to be more or lefs 

peopled. Mien afterwards came by degrees to 

the ufe and knowledge of navigation, fo far 

at Ieatt as to make bouts, and tranfport cheni- 

{elves into ands: they gave uppellations to 

the places where they dvd, many of thei re- 

taining to this very day che names of their tirit Several places 

planters. Some, ’tis trae, are alter’d, others bear the | 
eed aa at ea Ae maumes Of the 

only difguifed under Greck derivations, to guy pluiter. 

make them more familiar and intelligible to | , 

the people thereabours; tor the Giecks being 

poflefs’d of thote countrics, drew ro them- 

{elves in fuceecding ages, as the firit founders 

and proprictors, the honour of that primitive 

greatne{s, lmpoling upon them, as they thought 

fit, not only names but laws alfo, and cuttoms, 

and manners to their own liking. 





CHAP. VIL 
Several Nations tock their Names fiow their fim 
avral Foundrs. The Race of Noah devece re 
Jacob, aad the Places they inbalited. 


OW the fons of Nouh had children, ‘The fons of 
who, for the honour of their memory, No«h, Gen, x. 
call’d the people, wherever they got potléffion, JPphet- 
by their own names; as Japheth the fon of 
Noah had feven fons, who planted themfelvcs 
in Afia, from the mountains cf Vaurus and 
Amanus, to the river Tanais; in Furope, to 
Gades: and the places being not as yet poo 
pled, wherever they got footing, as aturcfaid, 
they called the countrics alter their own names. 
Gomar was the founder of thofe that were Go-= 
marites, called by the Greeks at this day +Seethe Dis 
7 Galatians, or Gauls. Magog was the head cl triba de Noz 
the Magogians, by the Grecks Scythians; Ja- in Itliam ad- 
van and Madeus were two other fons of Ja- Yet, by 
; J 2, Dickinfon, 
pheth ; from the latter came the Madzans, or 
the Medes; irom the other the Ionians, and 
the whole race of Grecks. "Thobel was the 
founder of the Thobelians, (at this day the 
Tbcrians or Spaniards;) from Mefches the 
Mefchinians, called atterwards Cappadocians, 
buc not without fome fooriteps yet of their 
original in the town of Mazaca, which comes 
near the anticnt name. Thires was the head 
and governor of the Thireans, fo called from 
his own name, which the Grecks chanyed af 
terwards for Thracians. Thefe are the na- 
tions that were firft planted by the teyen fons 
of Japheth. 
Gomar again had three fons : Afchanaxes, Gen. x 3. 
trom whom came the Afchanaxians, (by the 
Greeks now called Rheginians:) Riphates, 
the head of the Riphateans, (now Paphligo- 
i and Thygrammes, from whoin came 
the Thygrammecans, (whom the Greeks cali 
Phreci 
i Awan alfo, the fon of Japheth, had #three 2 phe # 
tons + Alifas the Artt, from whom the Aliftans ture i 
(now called Lolians) derive both their namic and ment 
tinal. Soin dike manner from Thartus the foe ve! + 
TPhartians, (afterwards called Cilicizns,) as ap- 
peurs by the eclebrating of the city Varfus with 
murk of pretcrence above all others, only 
= the firtt Ictter @ intoaT. The ifland 
catthis day call Ceprus, was ac firtt 
od Chethimua, from Cherhtmus the firf pof= 
{flor 


















Chap. VII. 





Gen. x. 6. 


Ver. 7. 


fetlor of i. From hence it is that not only all | 
iflands, but all places bordering upon the Heay) 
arc by the Hebrews called Chethim ; and there 

is 2 town in the ifle of Cyprus, which at this 

day is called Citium by thofe thac for the found 

fake will make Greck of every thing 5 and it 

feenis to have fome affinity with Chethim; all 

thefe nations had the defcendants of Japhcth for | 
their heads. But I have one thing yet to fay} 
before 1 proceed any further, which perhaps | 
the Grecks take no notice of ; that is to fas] 
they have got a way of changing names to 

pleafe the ear, and make the word found with 
a Icfs harfh and more agrecable cadence 5 but 
for our people they neither allow nor practice 
any fuch thing. ‘The Grecks have turned Noe 
into Nochos; but we kcep iteddy to the fame 
form and fyllables, without fo much as vary- 
ing the very termination. . 

“Tur fons of Ham fettled themfelves in Sy- 
ria, and the country adjoining to the moun~ 
tains of Amanus and Libanus; ftretching the 
bounds of their jurifdi¢tion as far as the fca- 
coaft, and calling all the placcs under their 
dominions by what names they pleafed 5 but 
a great many of them arc to us utterly lott 
and forgot, and others fo corrupted and trani- 
formed, that they arc no longer to be known; 
only the Ethiopians have ftocd theftrefs of time 
and accidents, without any altcration. Chus, 
one of the four fons of Ham was their foun- 
der and governor, and they bear the name of 
Chufians to this day, not only among theni- 
felves, but all Afia over. ‘The Mefreans alfo 
yet keep their old name ; for Egypt, quite 
through the country, is called Mefrim iill, | 
and the Egyptians, Mefreans. Phutces govern- 
ed in Libya, and gave the whole nation the 
name of Phutians. And divers Greck hifto- 
rians give us an account of a river in Mauri- 
tania of this name, and of a country border- 
ing upon it which is called Phute; but the 
mame has been fince changed by Libys, one of 
the fons of Mcfraim. How it came to be cal- 
led Atrica we fhall fhew hereafter. Chanaan, 
the fourth fon of Ham, gave his name to the 
country of the Chanaanites, fince called by 
the name of Judea. : 

Tue had all children; but Chus, the eldeft 
fon of Ham, had tix fons: Sabas the head of 
the Sabeans. Evilas, of the Evileans now cal- 
led Gctulians. Sabbathes of the Sabbathenians, 
with the Grecks Aftabarrians. Sabactas, of the 
Sabactenians. Romus was prince of the Ro- 
means, and had two fons, Judadas and Sabas. 
‘The former gave the name and original to the 
Judadcans in the Weitern part of Ethiopia, the 
other tranfmittcd his name to the Sabeans. As 
for Nimrod, the fixth fon of Chus, he continued | 
nzniong the Babylonians, feiz’d the government | 
by force, and moft tyrannically opprefled the 
people, as is already tet forth. 

Mesrarm was the father of cight fons, who 
made themfelves matters of the whole traét of | 


——. 





land betwixt Gaza and Egypt. Philiftim was 
one of the cight, and Icft his name to his coun- 
ery, that pare of it at leatt which the Greeks 
call Paleftine. Labim coniticuted a colony, 
and gave ic the name of Libya: bur for the 
other fix, that is to fay, Ludim, Anamim, Ne- 
dem, Phetrolim, Cheflem, and Chepthorim, we 
know little more of them than their names, 
their cities and plantations having been deftroy- 
ed in the Ethiopick war, of which in its pro- 
per place. 
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of the JEws 

Canaan was the father of eleven fons. Si- 
don built a city in Phoenicia, which rhe Greeks 
call Sidon, alter his name. Amath was th 
founder of Amathe, a place yet in being, and 
by the iuhabtcants called Amathine ; though 
the Macedonians ha 
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o 
changed ic for Epipha-~ 
nia, from one of their kings. Arudcus tock 
poficffion of the ifland Aradus. Aruaceus had 
the town of Arce upon mount Libanus. As for 
the other feven, Huseus, Cheteus, Tebufeus, 
[ Eudes, | Sinzus, Samareus, and Gergefeus, 
we have nothing more of them in the holy 
{criptures than their names; the Hebrews ha- 
ving razed all their cities for the reafons fol- 
lowing : 

So foon as the carth began to return to irs 
former condition again aftcr the flood, Nosi. 


“fo 
c 


‘fell to cultivating the ground, planting « ~ .:, 


and gathering and preiiing his grapes in tucir 
due feafon 3 whereby he became the firft in- 
ventor of the ufe of wine: but one day after 
an oblatinn to God of the firft-iruits of his 
vineyard, he drank fo liberally of the juice, 
that he laid himiclf down quite fenfelefs, and 
fell afleep, with his nakcdnefs in a very inde- 
cent manner uncovercd. His youngett fon fee- 
ing his father thus fhamcfully cxpoied, called 
his brothers in derifion to make {port with che 
fpectacle ; but they, out of a pious reverence 
to a pareht, caft a covering over him. Noah 
came foon alter to be fenlible of what had 
paffed, and bieficd his other children for the 
good office they had done him; but with a 
bitter imprecation upon the pofterity of Ham ; 
and this malediction was followed upcn them 
with a divine vengeance ; but of this hereaf- 
ter, only I muft obterve, that Ham in his own 
perfon efcaped the curfe out of Noah’s render- 
nefs and refpeét to the neernefs of his blood. 

Suem, another of the three fons of Noah, 
had five fons, and the whole tra¢t of Afia was 
theirs, from Euphrates to the Indian fea. From 
Elam came the Elamites, and from them the 
Perfians derive their original, Aflur was 
the founder of Ninive, and thence came the 
Aflyrians, a rich and a powerful people. From 
Arphaxcd came the Arphaxadeans, or our Chal~ 
deans. Fiom Aram came the Arameans, whom 
the Greeks call Syrians. And from Lud came 
the Luddians, or our Lydians. 

Aram had four fons; Uz was the founder 
of 'Trachonitis, and Damafeus, which lics be- 
twixt Palcftine and Coele-Syria: Hull had Ar- 
menia : Gether was prince of the Baétrians ; 
and Mefas of the Mefoneans, whofe whole 
country at prefent bears the name of the camp 
of Pafinus. 

Sates the fon of Arphaxad was the fathcr 
ofHebcr, according to whoie name the Jews 
were antiently called Hebrews. Heber begot 
Juéta and Phalec: The latter was born at the 
time of dividing the land, (Phalec in Hebrew 
fignifying Partition.) Jucta the fon of Heber 
had children ; Elmodad, Saleph, Azermoth, 
Eiracs, Edoram, Uzal, Declas, Ebal, Abia- 
mel, Saheus, Ophir, Euilath, Jobab. The cx- 
tent of their bounds, reacheth from the river 
Cophene in India, to the neighbouring part of 
Syria. 

Havine fpoken already of the fons of Shem 
I thall carry my difcourfe forward to treat of 
the Hebrews. Phalee was the fon of Hebe 3 
and Ragaus the fon of Phalec. Reacaus begat 
Serag, Serug begat Nachor, and Nachor be- 
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Work plants 
.yard, 
Mach. 1X. 20, 


is drunk with 
the wine of ir, 
Ver, 24. 

bis nakednefs 
expofed, ver. 
22. 


The noferi- 
Ty Of FUP uce 
curicd, ver. 
25. 


The pofteri- 
iv of Shem, 
Gen. x, 22. 


Aram, ver. 


Sales, ver. 4.2: 


The genealo~ 
gy of Abra- 
ham, Gen. xb 


A 


Nachor and 
Aran, Abra- 
ham’s bro- 
thers, ver. 27- 


Thares the 
farher of A- 
Dbraham, 
ver, 32. 


The children 
of Nachor. 


Abraham 
goes into Ca- 
° 
naan, Gen. 
xi 5. 

his piety, re- 
folution and 
wifdom. 


FLAVIUS JOSEPHUS of 


oat Thares the father of Abraham, the tenth 
o a 
eencration from Noah. 


He was born about 
ci i y {ter the flood. 
two hundred ninety two years alte 


hares was in the feventicth ycar of his age 
when he begat Abraham, Nachor one handred 
and twenty when he begat Thares, Scrug a- 
bout a hundred thirty two when he begat Na- 
chor, Ragaus one hundred and thirty when 
he begat Serug, and Phalec about the fame age 
when he begat Ragaus, Heber one hundred 
thirty four when he begat Phalec, Sales onc 
hundred and thirty when he begat Heber, Ar- 
haxad one hundred thirty five: when he had. 
Sales. And this Arphaxad the fon of Shem, 
and the grandion of Noah, wus born # two 
years after the food. 
* Apranam had two brothers, Nachor and 
Haran, the latter died at Ur in Chaldva, where 
there is to be feen at this day a fepulchral mo- 
nument ercéted in honour of his memory. He 
lett behind him his fon Let, and two daugh- 
ters, Sarah and Melcha: Nachor took the lat- 
ter to wife, and Abraham took Sarzh. 

Tuanes the father of Abraham had con- 
traéted fuch an averlion to Chaldea, for the lofs 
of his fon Haran, that he went away and all 
his family wich him to Charran in Mefopota- 
mia, where Thares died, and was buried al- 
ter he had lived twohundred and fifty years f. 
The life of man was now dhortened, and God 
foon after reduced it to the feantling of a hun- 
dred and twenty years, which was the precife 
age of Mofes himfelf- . 

Nacuor had by his wife Mclcha cight fons, 
Uz, Baux, Camuel, Chazad, Azaus, Phcldas, 
Jadelphas, and Bethuel. ‘Thefe were all the 
legitimate fons of Nachor ; but 'Tabzeus and 
Gaham, Tavaus and Machas, he had by Ru- 
ma his concubine. Bathuel had a daughter 
and a fon, Rebecca and Laban. 








CHAP. VIIl. 


Abrvahain having no Childven of his ow, adopts 
his Nephew Lot, quits Chaid.ca, aud takes up 


his Abode in Chanaan. 

fe Brauam having no legitimate iflae of 
if \ his own, adopted Lor, the fon of his 
brother Aram, and the brother of his wife Sa- 
yah. In the feventy fifth year of his age he 

uit Chaldza, and removed with his tumily 
and all chat appertained unto him, intothe lund 
of Chanaan, as God had commanded him, 
where he took up his habitation, and in God’s 
good time Ieftitto his pofteriry. He was a man 
equally wife and cloquent, of a picrcing judg- 
ment, and an univerfal knowledge. He had 
the reputation ofan underftanding beyond orher 
men; and as he wanted no skill, fo he had the 
courage alfo to attack the moft daring ini- 
quitics of che times, and by dint of his autho- 
sitv, as wellas cf his rcafon, to tear up talf 
opinions in religion by the roots, and to terri- 
fy wicked men into the love and icar of that 
God whom they had defpifed. Abraham was 
the firft who adventured to preach up the doc- 
trine of One God, the Almighty Creator of 
all things in heaven and carth; and that it is 
to his infinite goodnefs, not to any power in 
ourfelyes, that we ftand indebted tor 2!) the 
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comforts and conveniencics we enjoy in this 
world. This he argued from the orderly courte 
of things both ac fea and land in their times 
and feaions, and from his obfervation upon the 
motions and influences of the fun, moon, and 
ftars; infomuch that without an over-ruling 
and an adminiitring providence to preferve and 
keep up the order of things, the whole frame 
of the univerfe muit drop into contufion 5 and 
contequently that all we have to truit to, for 
matters cither of pleafure, profit, or neceffity, 
depends fingly upon the good-will and bounty 
of the firit mover: fo that it is to him alone 
that we are to render all honour and thank{f- 
giving, without atluming any thing to our- 
ielves. 

THe people of Chaldza and Mefopotamia 
were highly enraged at him for this doctrine 5 
fo that by God’s order and affiftance, he con- 
vey'’d himfelf out of Chaldea into Chanaan, 
where fettling his abode, he ercéted an altar 
to God, worthipped and offered facrifice. Be- 
rofus hath a patlage concerning our father A- 
braham, though without naming him: ‘¢In the 
“ tenth generation (fays he) after the flood 
‘¢ there was among the Chaldeans a certain 
“* great and juft man, and one who was fa~ 
‘* mous for his celeftial obfervations.”” Heca- 
teus hath gone further yct, in an hiftorical dif- 
courfe writ exprefly upon his affairs. Nicolaus 
of Damafcus in the fourth book of his hiftory 
docs alfo make mention of him: “ Abraham 
** (ays he) though a ftranger commanded in 
Damafcus, to which place he came with a 
numerous train from 2 country beyond Ba- 
bylon, called Chaldza; from whence he re= 
mov’d after a fhort time with all his people, 
and went to Chananea, now called Judea, 
where he fettled himiclf, and had a very 
numerous offspring, of whom I fhall fpcak 
further in another book.”? Bur at Damafcus 
the very name of Abraham is to this day had 
in great veneration; and there is a village too 
that yet bears the name of Abraham’s habita- 
tion. 








CHAP. IX. 


Upon a Famine in Chanaan, Abrabai reimoves into 
~ ? : . 
Egypt; audtakes Sarah along with hint, where 
he flays a while, aud then returis. 


1H ERE happen’d in thofe days a mife- 

f rable famine in Chanaan; and Abraham 
underftanding that at the fame time there was 
a great plenty in Egypt, refolved upon a jour- 
ney thither, partly to gct a fhare in their abun- 
dance, and partly to inform himfelf in the 
opinions and fentiments of their priefts, about 
divine matters 5; with an impartial defire and 
difpofition to find out the truth, and cither to 
give or to reccive fatisfaction, according to the 
right and reafon of the fubjeét in queftion. 
Abraham taking Sarah along with him, who 
was a very beautiful woman, and being in- 
formed of the unbridled lufts of the Egyptians, 
fell into an apprchenfion that the king might 
probably put him to death upon the account of 
his wife, wherelore he bethought himfelf of 
an evafion, in cafe of any difficulty, and to fay 
fhe was his fifter. Upon concerting the point 


A 


* In the original ’tis twelve years by a miftake. 
two hundred and five years. 


This diners from the feriprare, which favs he lived Lut 


Betwixt 


Mentioned 


by Berofus, 


Hecatens, 
and Nicolaus 
of Damafcus. 


A famine in 
Chanaan, 
Gen. xii. to. 
Abraham 
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betwixt themfclves, and the pre 
confidered, they concluded to agree ™ & 
fame tale. At his coming into Egypt, 1t fell 
out as he foreboded ; for the fame of his hand- 
fome wife was prefently fpread about, till ir 
came to the ear of Pharaoh, the king of Egypt, 
who was immediately inflamed with an impa- 
ticnce to fee and to cnjoy this miracle of a 
woman that he had heard fuch wonders of, 
never queftioning but he fhould be able to gain 
his foul ends uponher. But in the mean while 
God put a check to the progrefs of his leud 
appetite, by vilicing this lafcivious prince with 
a plague and a fedition both at once. In this 
diltreis Pharaoh had recourfe to his pricfts for 
counfel and dircétion, and to know what 
might be the fin that brought this judgment 
upon him, and what the remedy. ‘The prictts 
‘upon facrificing returned him anfwer, that 
Uecaven was difpleafed with him for the vio- 
lence and abufe he defigned upon the wife of a 
flranger. ‘This fentence and refolution put the 
king into fuch a fright, that he immediately 
difcours’d Sarah upon it with all franknefs and 
refpeét, what ihe herfclf was, and what the 
man was who brought her thither. She told. 
him in fhort the whole and the plain truth of 
the ftory; whereupon Pharaoh excufed him- 
felf to Abraham, that he took her for his fift- 
tcr, not for his wife, and only dcfired a fair 
alliance, without the lcaft thought of any 
f{candalous indignity to her perfon. He made 
Abraham a prefent after this of a confidcrable 
fum of moncy, and gave him a liberty of af- 
fociating and conferring with the moft famous 
and learned men in his dominions, by which 
means he became better known, and confe- 
quently more cftecmed for his excclicnt quali- 
tics and virtue. By the allowance of this 
freedom of conference and communication, 
Abraham had the mcans of obferving all their 
divilions about rites, cercmonies, and opinions, 
their factions and animofitics, and their reci- 
procal contempt and hatred one of another, 
and their difagrecement about religion; fo that 
upon the whole mattcr, he made no difficulty 
to demonftrate by dint of reafon and argument, 
that their religion was vain and crroncous, a 
contradiction to itfelf, and without any foun- 
dation of truth to bottom upon. By thefe dif- 
courfes he gained himfclf infinite credit, not 
only for the folidity of his judgment, and an 
admirable felicity of clocution, but for this 
inttructive talent alfo of informing and convin- 
cing his auditory both at once. He likewifc 
inftruéted them in aftronomy and arithmetick, 
which fciences the Egyptians underftood no- 
thing of till Abraham brought them from Chal- 
dea into Egypt, and from thence they pafled 
to the Grecks. 
Abrahanand ApBrauam at his return to Chanaan, came to 
ae, a divifion oflands with Lot, the fhepherds ha- 
chem Vern, Se had fome quarrel about the bounds of their 
10, Lh pafture. Abraham gave Lot the choice, con- 
tenting himfelf with what the other Ieft, and 
took up his habitation in the city of Hebron, 
which was feven years older than Tanis in 
Egypt. Lot planted himfclf in the fields and 
plains that bordered upon the river Jordan, 
not far from Sodom; which Sodom was at 
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cd, that the very memory of it is deftroyed 
from off the carth. But of this we fhall give 
the reafons in their proper place. 














CHAP. X. 
Lhe Sodomites defeated by the Affrians, aud 


Lot taken Lrifouer. 
V V hands of the Affyrians, and Sodom in 


a condition fo rich and’ populous, that five 
kings, viz. Ballas, Barfas, Senabar, Symebar, 
and the king of the Ballinians, had the admi- 
nitration of the government, and every king ab- 
folute in his own territory ; in thofe days, I fay, 
the Affyrians took the ficld with a mighty ar- 
my, and marched againft Sodom in four ftrong 
bodics,welldifciplin’d, and commanded bybrave 
and expericnc’d officers, who after a bloody fight 
utterly defeated them; hereupon they impofed a 
tribute upon the kings of Sodom, which they 
paid for twelve years; but the year following 
they fail’d, and forfeited. ‘The Affyrians up- 
on this advanced againft them a fecond time 
with another army as before, under the com- 
mand of Amraphel, Arioch, Chodollogomor,* 
and Thabal ; ravaged all Syria, fubdued the 
race of the giants, and fo enter’d the land of 
Sodom, encamping in the valley among the 
brimftone-pits, which in thofe days were very 
common thercabouts; but fince the deftruction 
of Sodom, that valley is turned into a lake 
called Afphaltites, of which hereafter. This 
battle betwixt the Affyrians and the Sodo- 
mites was a terrible engagement; for the 
Sodomites were all cither kill’d, or taken pri- 
foners, of which latter number was Lot, who 
came to the relief of the place. 








CHAP. XI. 


Abvahan routs and purfues the Affyrians, veftues 
Lot and the veft of the Prifoners. Melchife~ 
dech treats Abraham, and Abraham prefeuts 
Melchifedech with a tenth of the Spoil. " God 
promifes Abraham a Son. Abraham facrifices. 
Sarah brings Hagar to Abrahaw’s Bed, which 
creates an Envy. Hagar flies, and is coinforte 
ed by an Angel. VYburael born. Tfaac pro- 
aifed. The Inftitution of Circunzcifion. 


Braunam had no fooner heard the news 
i & of the Sodomites defeat, fo many of his 
neighbours and friends killed and taken, and 
his kinfman Lot made a prifoner, but he potted 
away immediately after the Affyrians, and the 
fifth night after his fetting out, furprized them 
in their quarters ncar Dan, one of the heads 
of the river Jordan, where he found them in 
all the confufion imaginable, fome without 
their arms, others in bed, without the leaft 
thought of anenemy; fome drunk, fome afleep 
and moft of them in fuch a condition, that 
they could neither fight nor fy. In this dif. 
order, Abraham put as many to the fword as 
he could, and the next day purfued the reit as 
far as Soba of Damafcus. This therefore may 


that time 2 glorious city, bur fince laid in| ferve for an inftance, that it is not fo much 


afhes by..divine vengeance, and fo totally ruin- 
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the number and multitude, as the valour of 
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rhe combatants that gains the victory; tor 
Abraham had but barely three hundred and 
eighteen of his own dometticks, and three aux~ 
iliary friends, when_he routed this ee 
army; and thofe few of the encmy that efcap’d, 
were fain to fly home with fhame and son 
Abraham re- fion. ‘Thus Abraham return’d to his peop . 
jeues Lorand geaia with victory and peace, having reicuec, 
hisfellon-pri- 0g fee Lot and the reft of the prifoners at li- 
ae berty again. : 

As Abraham was upon his return home, the 
king of Sodom met him at a place called the 
Royal Plain, to congratulate - his fucecfs, and 
there he was reccived by Melchifedech the 
kine of Solyma, now called Jerutalem. Mel- 
chifedech is as much as to fay, a rightcous 
king, which certainly this prince was, having 
been accounted worthy by common confent to 
ferye at the altar asa pricit of the moft high 
God. ‘This Melchifedech treated Abraham's 
followers and toldicrs with great bounty, hof- 
pitalicy, and all forts of retrcihments ; invi- 
ting Abraham himfclf to his, table, and cxtol- 
ling hi he skics for fo noble an at- 


him up to t 
chievement, and 


loners, 
xiv. 16. 


Melchife- 
dech treaes 
Abraham, 


Ver, 18. 


glorifying God’s holy name 
for the blefling of fo fignal a victory, in a way 
of thankfgiving worthy of his facred charac- 
Abraham ter. Abraham alfo on the other hand prefent- 
a enec him Cd Melchifedech with the tenth of the {poils 
with theterth he had taken, which he accepted off — Abra- 
of the fpoil, ham made an oficr of part of the booty to 
Ver. 22, the king of Sodom alfo, whofe anfwer was, 
that he only defired to have his own people 
again, who had been taken prifoners by the 
Aliyrians, and were now refcucd out of their 
hands ; and for the reft, Abraham might do 
with it as he pleafed. But Abraham cx- 
cuted hin.Jeif from dealing upon thofe condi- 
tions, declaring that he was abfolutely_refol- 
ved to accept no fhare of the booty himfelf, 
sore than was fufficient to fupply his men 
wich provifions, and to reward Efchol, Enner, 
and Mambres, his three friends, who had 

ftocd the hock of the battle. 
God promifs _ Gop was fo well pleafed with the generous 
Abrahama fincerity of Abraham, that he affured him thefe 
fon, Gen. xv. good deeds of his fhould never pafs unreward~- 
> ed. “ And what, good Lord, fays this holy 
<¢ man then, will all thy bountics and rewards 
“© rq come avail a perion who hath never a 
«© child to leave them to, oran heir to fucceed 
“ him.” (Abraham being as yet childicfs.) 
Wohercupon God not only promifed him a fon, 
but che bleffing alo of a pofterity, which fhould 
be, ** As the dtars of the Heaven tor number.” 
Upon the hearing of thefe words, Abraham 
overjoy’d, offer’d up a facrifice according to 
the expreis command and direction of Almigh- 
ty God. He took a heifer, a goat, and a ram, 
of three years old each, a turtle-dove, and a 
pigeon; the birds he kept whole, dividing the 
reit into halves, according to his order. While 
the altar was making ready, and birds of prey 
hoyering up and down over the place, waiting 
for the blood of the carcafies, a voice was 
heard from Heaven, foretrelling the bondage 
that the pottericy of Abraham iuould fuffer in 
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33. tour hundred years, at the end of which term 


they fhould over-run the whole territory of 
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of 
of all their cities and dominions, trom Egypt 
as far as Sidon. 

Asrauam at this time dwelt near the oak Gen. mi. 
of Ogyec, as they called it, a place nor far 
from Hebron, where he pailed his days very 
uncomfortably in the thought of his wifc’s bar~ 
rennefs, and the want of iffue; but fill con~ 
tinuing to folicic Almighty God with daily 
prayers and fupplications for a male child. Up- 
on thefe importunities, God not only continucd 
his former promife to him of a child, but gave 
him repeated affurances, that he fhould receive: 
all che other good things alfo which he pro= 
mifed him upon his quitting Mctopotamia. 

Wutte things were at this pafs, Sarah by Sarah brings 
a particular direction from Heaven brought Hagar ro 
Hagar, an Egyptian fervant in the family, to Abraham’s 
bed to her husband, in hopes he might have Dect Wicks as 
children by her. This maid proving with Hagar’s con- 
child, behaved herfelf infolently to her mif- tempt of Sa- 
trefs upon a vain prefumption, that the child th, Ver. 5. 
fhe had in her belly would in courfe be next 
heir to the government. Abraham was no 
fooner aware of this ingratitude, but he im- 
mediately delivered her up into Sarah’s hand, 
to chaftite her as the thought fit, which to the 
maid was fo infupportable a mortification, that 
fhe refolved to fly the place upon it, calling Hagar flies, 
upon God ftill to pity her in that miferable con- and is com- 
dition. As fhe was upon the way in her flight, pee oe pi 
and pafling through a defart, an Angel from S°8%% ' 
Heaven met her, and ordered her back again ° 
to the place from whence fhe came; adding, 
that this affiiétion had befallen her, only as a 
punifhment for her arrogance and unthankful- 
nefs ; denouncing at the fame time prefent de- 
ftruction upon her, if the continued obftinate, 
and contemn’d the commandments of God 5 
but in café fhe obey’d the admonition, an 
returned back again, fhe fhould live to be the 
mother of a child, that in time thould come 
to have the dominion of that country. She 
obeyed the voice of the Angel, went back to 
her miftrefs, begged her pardon, and obtain’d 
it; and fome time after this, fhe was deliver 
ed of Ifhmael, (which fignifics prevail’d upon,) rmael born, 
God having heard and granted the prayers of Wer. 15. 
the mother. 

ABRAHAM Was cighty fix when he begot Gen. xvii. 1. 
Ithmacl, and at the age of ninety nine, God 
appeared to him, and told him that his wife 
Sarah fhould bear him a fon, with a command 
to call him Ifaac, forctelling alfo that mighty Ifaac_promi- 
kings and nations fhould come out of him, and fed, Ver. 16. 
make themfclyes mafters by force of arms of 
the whole land of Chanaan, from Sidon to 
Egypt. And God commanded farther for dif- 
tinction fake, betwixt the race of Abraham and 
other nations, with whom there was to be no 
intcrmixture, that all his pofteriry fhould be 
circumciied on their privitics at eight days old, The inftitu- 
not only for the diftin¢tion aforefaid, but for tion of cir- 
fome other reafons alfo hereafter to be declared. cumcifion, 
Abraham then confulted God about the life of ¥&* ** 
Ifhmacl, and received anfwer that he tfhould 
live long, and be the father of many great 
and iamous nations ; whercupon Abraham gave 
God thanks, and was immediately circumcifed. 
with his whole family, and likewife Ifhmael, 
who was now thirtcen years of age, and Abra- 
hem about ninety nine. 
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CHAP. XII. 
Lhe Defiruttion of Sodom by the juft Judgment of 
God, for the execrable Wickeduefs of the People. 

\ BOUT this time the people of Sodom 
A were fo puffed up with pride in the con- 
templation of their prodigious wealch and 
plenty, that they behaved with unparallel’d 
infolence towards men, and irreverence to- 
wards God. They were ungratcful for benefits 
received to the higheft degree, inhofpitable 
to ftrangers, and burnt in unnatural lutts one 
towards another. By thefe provoking and a- 
bominable fins, the wrath of God was fo high- 
Ty.incerifed againft them, that he took up a de- 
termination to avenge himfelf upon them for 
their arrogance and pride, and to deftroy their 
citics, and lay their whole country wafte, that 
for the time to come, the ground there fhould 
produce no more grafs, nor any plant or fruit 
tor the ufe of man. 

Tuts refolution being taken, and the fen- 
tence paficd upon the Sodomites,as Abraham was 
fitting one day at his tent door under the oak of 
Mambre, he faw three angels coming towards 
him, who to him fecmed ftrangers or travellers. 
He rofe up to meet them, and fo after the firft 
falutation and embrace, he gave them a fair in- 
vitation to the beft entertainment his roof could 
afford. ‘They accepted of his civility, and fo 
his fervants were prefently appointed to bake 
him_a cake, and a calf was alfo killed and 
drefled ; which being made ready, the treat 
was fet before the angels under the oak where 
they lay. They gave him thanks, and in ap- 
pearance fed upon it. But while the meat was 
yet before them, they enquired of Abraham 
where his wife Sarah was, who made anfwer, 
that fhe was within there in the tent. Upon 
this they ftood up as to go their way, telling 
Abraham that it would not be long before they 
fhould come that way again, and that by that 
time thcy fhould find Sarah a mother. “Upon 
thefe words Sarah was called in, and could 
not forbear fmiling to hear them fpeak of her 
having a child at that time of the day, forthe 
herfelf was ninety years of age, and her hus- 
band a hundred. “When they had proceeded 
thus far, the angels caft off their difguife, 
owned who they were, and gave up an ac- 
count of their commiffion. One of them, they 
faid, was fent to bring Abraham the tidings 
of a fon that was to be born, and the other 
two were employ’d for the deftruction of So- 
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h ~ 7 3 
ee dom. The latter ftruck Abraham with gricf 
dom,Ver.17, 2nd concern, for the fake of the Sodomites ; 
&e, infomuch, that he got up and begged of God 


that he would be pleated not to deftroy the 
innocent together with the guilty. God gave 
him for aniwer, that they were all alike, and 
that if there were bur ten righteous men in 
the whole city, he would {pare all the reft for 
that ten’s fake. After this declaration, Abra- 
wer not one word more in their be- 
nal? 


Two of the ‘Tus two Angels departed, and went into. 


ee s, sodom, and Lot obferving them, invited them 
en.xix.g, t© a lodging in his houfe. Now Lot was na- 


turally humane, and courteous to ftrangers, and 


* Sze Colomefius’s Obfervat. Sacr. p.111. & Huctius’s 
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diabolical impudence and infolencc, 
them upon the very place with fo judicial a 
blindnefs, that they could not find the way in- nefs, Ver. 12. 
to the houfe, the whole people of Sodom be- 
ing at the fame time doomed to an cxemplary 


perdition. 


judgment, in order to fave themfelves, fled in- 


ar an ert ener : 


59 





the very counterpart of Abraham for piety-and 
good-nature, Bur fo it fell out, chat the in- 
habitants of the town taking notice that two 
beautitul graccful perfons entered into Lor’s Lot's hou 
houfe, preiléd hard upon Lot to force their belet, Ver. a 
way into his lodgings, with a defign of at~ 
tempting fome violent aét of brutality upon 
their perfons. Lor faid all that was poffible 
upon the fubject cf continence and hofpirality, 
to divert them from fuch an outrageous aét of 
lewdnefs; nay, and rather than tail, offered 
them his two daughters in exchange for the 
two ftrangers; but this would not fatisfy 


them neither. God being provok’d at their . 
firuck The Sode- 


mites flrucl: 
with blind- 


Now Lot who had been forewarned of this Lot with- 


approaching calamity, withdrew out of the draws out of 
city, with his wife and two maidens, her .con- 


he cit 
Ver, a 

tracted daughters. ‘The perfons to whom they 

were cfpouted, were alfo carneftly invited to 

accompany them out, but they turned all his 

admonitions into ridicule, looking upon them 

as the effects of a diftemper’d brain, and fo 


ftaid behind, and fhared the common fate in 


the general conflagration. 
God difcharged the fierce arrows of his wrath 


Then it was that 


and vengeance upon this impious generation, 
confuming not only the city itfelf, and every Sodom con- 


living foul in it, but deftroying alfo the whole fumed with 


country thereabouts with the dame irreparable fire,Ver. 24. 

defolation, as may alfo be feen in my .com- 

mentariecs upon the wars of the Jews. The 

wife of Lot who went out with her husband, 

whether out of curiofity or tendernefs, could 

not forbear looking behind her, to furvey the 

deftruction of the city, though direétly con~ 

trary to the command of God, and was turned 

into a pillar of falt.* T have view’d it myfelf, Lot's wife 

and it remains to this day. ae te 

: ‘ ‘ r ; 

Lor and his daughters after this terrible Ver. are 

n Lot and his 

to a little corner of the country call’d Zoar, family Ay to 

(in Hebrew, Small,) the only place which this Zoar, 

devouring fire had fpar’d. In this retreat.they V° 23: 

led a folitary uneafy life, for want both of 

converfation and provifion. The daughters 

logked upon themfelves in that folitude, as in 

cficét the only furvivors of mankind, and 

therefore fo far confulted common convenience 

in this extremity, as to reckon any thing war- 

rantable that they found neceffary, efpecially 

where the confervation of the whole race of 

mankind was the queftion. On this confide= 

ration they contrived the putting of a trick 

upon their father, by itealing to bed to him at Lot's incefts 

a time when he knew not what he did; upon V& 33s &c. 

which they both proved with child of boys. 

The fon of the elder was call’d Moab, (in Moab and 

Eicbrew, of my father,) that of the younger eo es. 

was Ammon, (or of my race.) The one was ° 3773" 

the father of the Moabites, a mighty people 

yet in being; the other of the Ammonites, 

and they both inhabit Cocle-Syria. Thus it 

was that Lot made his efcape from the nre of 

Sodom. : 


Almer. Quel. 1b ii, p 93. 
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CHAP. XII. 


Of Akimelech, and likewife of Ijemael the Son of 
Abrakam, and the drabiaus bis Pofierity. 


“, S for Abraham, he withdrew himfelf to 
A Gerar in Palcitine, and took Sarah along 
with him, {till under colour of his fitter, as 
before, for tear of Abimelech the king of the 
place. Now this Abimelech did attcrwards tall 
in love with her, and would have corrupted 
her, or attempted it at lealt, if the hand ol 


Abraham 
withdraws 
wirh Sarah to 
Gerar, Gen. 
xx. 1. 
Abimelech 
falls in love 
wich Sarah, 


Ver. 2. 
God had nor, in the heat of .his appetite and 
defign, prevented him by a deiperate fit of 
ficknets. So ill he was, that the phylicians 
defpaired of his life; and in the height of his 
Cautioned = diftempcer he had a caution given him in a 


again icin’ dream, not to oer any violence to Sarah, tor 
eek the was the iiranger’s wife, not his fifter. Abi- 
eae melech fome fhorre time after, finding himiclt 
in a hopetul way of recovery, called his iriends 

about him, and told them otf his patlion, and 

‘of his drcam, and cvery thing that had patied, 

with this inference upon the whole, that his 

prefent ficknels was a judgment upon him for 

ary inordinate love. Upon this, by the advice 

of the pecple about him, he fent tor Abraham, 

and gave him all afiurance that his wife’s ho- 

nour was fate, for God had ijupported and pro- 

tected her, and he did now reftore her to him 

Abimelech 2S unfpotted as he found her, appealing to 
excutes him- God and her own confcience for the truth o1 
felf, Ver. 9. what he faid, and protefting that if he had 
but known her to have been his wile, he would 
never have attempted her, defiring him likewife 
to pafs it all over, and to remember him in his 
prayers to Almighty God to forgive him. He 
told him farther, that it he had a mind to ftay, 
he fhould be welcome, and fufficiently provi- 
ded for; or it he had rather depart, he thould 
have guides and carriages to attend him, and 
all manner of conveniences along with him, 
which he might have any occafion for when he 
came into that country. Abraham, in return 
to what Abimelech had faid, did in tome fort 
johify the calling of Sarah his iifter, being the 
daughter of his brother, and jo of the kindred; 
and that he had made ute of this pretence as a 
fecurity to him in his travels. Neicher could 
he charge himfclt, he faid, as the caufe of 
Abimelech’s ficknefs; but in conclufion he 
withed him well with all his heart, and-fhould 
be glad to continue with him. Matters being 
thus reconciled, the king very gencroufly 
gave Abraham a porticn both of tands and 
money, contracted alliance with him upon 
condition of a fair corre{pondence betwixt 
them, without fraud or guile, and the leawuc 
was ftruck and ratiticd at a certain well calied 
Berfube, (or the well of the oath,) which is 

the oath, the name it beareth to this very day. 

Gen. xxi. 31. ‘Some little time after this, Sarah brought 
The birth of Abraham afon, (as God had forctold,) and 
Tfaac, Ver. 2, they named him [faac, (in Hebrew, laughtcr,) 
3 alluding to Sarah’s fmiling at the improbabili- 
ty ot her having a child at thoie ycars, as the 

angel had foretold; fhe hericlf being nincry 


a 
a 


Berfube, or 
the well of 





years of age, and her husband a hundred when 
flaze was born. Upon the cietth day he was 
circumeifcd, and the Jews obierve the fame: 
time and folemniry of circumcition unto this 
day. The Arabians indeed are not circumciied 
till the thirtcenth year, as Whmacl was, the fon 
of Abraham by his concubine, and the perfon 
trom whom they derive their original. But 
of him more particularly in what 1 am about 
to fay. 

Saran had at firft as tender an affection for 
{fhmael the fon of her handmaid Hegar, as if 
he had been her own ficih and blood; bee 
fides, that he was alfo trained up and educated 
wich infinite care and refpect, as the prefump- 
tive heir of the government. But when Haac 
came to be born, Sarah did nor think it fecure 
or reaionable to have the two children brought 
up together, for Ifhmael was fo much the cl- 
der, that in cafe of Abraham’s death, he might 
find himiclf under fome temptation, perhaps, 
to fupplant the other; fo that Sarah tor fear sarah flicits 
of this, employed all the power the had with Abraham ro 


Abraham, to have both mother and child fent feuct as yy 
dagar an 

fhinael, 

Ver 1s. 


away and difpofed of in fome remote country. 1 
Abraham at the firfl motion was utrerly againft 
it, as a barbarous cruelty to expote an innocent 
helplefs child, and a necetflitous mother to the 
wide world at that inhuman rate; but Abraham 
at length being over-ruled by God’s command, 
hearken’d to the voice of his wite, and deli- 
vered the boy, who was not yct big cnough to 
ihitt for himiclt, into the arms of his mother; 
gave her a proportion of water and bread jor 
a ubfiftence, and fo turned them loote to feck pagar and 
theirtfortunes. "They had not travelled far be= Ifimuael tent 
iore their provifions tailed them, the water 2way,Ver i+ 
was all fpent, the child ready to pceriih for 

want of drink, and the woman in fhort at her 

witsend. Jn this diitrefs the laid the boy 

down at the toot of a fir-tree, and went off 

herfelf to fome diitance, that fhe might not 

{ee fo ditmai a fpcétacle as that would have 

been, of her poor child in his laft agonics., 

While Hagar was in this anxicty and defpair, Hagar in de- ' 
there came an angel to her, which fhewed her fpair, and an 
a fountain hard by, and bad her be fure to age! com- 
look carciully to her charge, for it was a yon oe 
matter of great moment, and her own happi- |” 
nefs depended in a great meafure upon the 

fatety of that child. ‘This confolation put the 

woman fomewhat in heart again, fo that fhe 

continued wandcring on fill, till by providence 

ihe {cll into the company of thepherds, who 
contributed very much to her relief, 

Wuen Iihmacl was grown up to man’s ypymael’s 
eftate, his mother married him to one of her twelve Jon 
own country, an Egyptian woman,who brought 
him twelve fons, * Nabaioth, Cedar, Abdecl, 
Mabiamas, Maimaus, Idumus, Matiaus, Cho- 
dad, Theman, Jctur, Naphaith, Cadmas; who 
had in their poffetfion all the lands from Eu- 
phratcs to the Red-Sea. The country is cal- 
lcd Nabathea; and thefe were they that gave 
coth reputation and names to the nation and 
tribes of the Arabians, by their own valour and 
tne dignity of Abraham. 


SSS ee 


eho £. 
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* Thefe are writ ate llowmg manner in Ger 
ma, Dumah, Maia, Hadar, Tema, Jetur, Naphith, 





cv, 


13,i4, 15. Nebajoth, Kedar, Abdeel, Mibfam, Mith- 


KRedjemah. 
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God demands 
Yinac for a fa- 
crifice, Ver. 2. 


Abraham’s 
faith and obe- 


dience, Ver 3. 


Abraham's 
difcourfe to 
Tfuc before 
the altar, 
Ver. S. 
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CHAP. NIV. 


God commands Abraham to facrifice his beloved 
Son Iaac. Wfaac’s Faith end Obedience, and 
the Blefing that attended it. 


SAAC was the only. begotten fon of Abra- 
S$ ham, fent*him by God as the bleffing of his 
age, and infinicely dear to him upon that ac- 
count. But in the mean time, this tender af- 
fection of the parents was both anfwered and 
jultified by the carly picty, virtuc, and reve- 
‘yence (towards God and man) of a child that 
deferved it. When Abraham found himiclf 
fecured in the profpect of fo excellent a fuc- 
ccfior, he was no longer folicitous for his own 
life, or the things of this world, but placed 
his whole truft upon the hope of his next heir, 
with a chearful difpofition to refign his autho- 
rity and pofiéffions to his beloved fon, and his 
very being to God and his good pleatfure. But 
it pleated the Lord fill after all this, to make 
a further trial of his integricy, and fo cnumc- 
rating to him the great things he had already 
done for him, the victorics, the wealth, the 
happincfs, and the child, all which he had re- 
ceived from his bounty, he demanded, in fine, 
his dear and only fon Haac for a facrifice, and 
to be offered on a mountain of Moriah, upon 
an altar there, as the utmotft proof of his faith 
and obedience. Now Abraham, who lov’d 
and honour’d God without any conditions or 
referve, made no difficulty of refolving with- 
out the leaft {cruple to deliver up the life of 
his fon to the will of his maker, and the au- 
thor of life itfelf; fo that without ene word 
{peaking to his wife, or any of his people, eci- 
ther of the command, or of his purpofe, lctft 
peradventure they might oppoic him in it, he 
took his fon Maac with two of his fervants, and 
an afs laden with neccilarics for the facrifice, 
and with them fer forward two days journey 
towards the mountain. But approaching on 
the third day within fight of the mountain, 
where David afterwards built a temple, he took 
Ifaac alone with him up into it, and left his 
fervants below in the field. . Waac was now 
twenty five years of age, and taking noticc 
as he was preparing ior the altar, that all 
things were ready for the facrificc, but no fa- 
crifice to be fecen, he asked his father what 
offering he intended, for he faw none? © Abra~ 
ham made anfwer, that God would provide 
onc, in whofe power it was to give to thoic 
that want, and to take away from thofe that 
have abundance, and all for the beft to them 
who put their tratt in God; wherefore he 
might take it for granted, that God would find 
the facrifice, if he fhould vouchfate to accept 
of an oblation. , 

So foon as the wood was laid, and every 
thing made ready, “ My dear fon, fays he, 
*¢ chou hait been the child of many prayers to 

me, and fince thy coming into the world, I 
have {pared for nothing in thy nurture and 
education. ‘There is not any happincfs I 
have more wilhed for, than to fce thee tet- 
tled in a confummated ttate of age and rea- 
-fen,-and whenever-God-fhail take me to 


ce 
“ 
ee 
ic 
fs 
oe 
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to 


& himiclt, to leave thee in poticition of nry 
authoriy and dominions; bur fince ic hath 
plealed God, firit to beflow thee upon me, 
and now to call thee back again, my dear 
fon, acquit thyfelf generoufly under fo 
pious a necethity. Itis to God chat thou art 
dedicated and delivered up cn this occalion, 
and it is the fame Ged who now requircs 
thee of me in return for all the bleflings and 
favours he had fhower’d down upon us both 
‘-in war and peace. It is bur according to 
the law of nature forall that arc born, to dic; 
and a more gloricus end thou can’t never 
have than to fall by the hand of thine own 
father, a facrifice to the God and father of 
the univerfe, who hath rather chofen to re- 
ceive thy foul into a blefied cterniry upon 
the wing of prayers and ardent cjaculations, 
than fuficr thee to be taken away by fick- 
nefs, war, paffion, or any other of the com- 
mon chances of mankind. Confider it well, 
and thou wilt find, that in chat heavenly 
ftation to which thou art now called, thou 
may dt make thyfelf the truc fupport of thy 
aged father, and that initead of my fon 
Haac, J fhall have God himfelf for my guar- 
dian.” ' 
Isaac attended to all that had been faid, 
with a conitancy.and refignation becoming the 
fon of fo great a father; declaring, that if he 
fhould not. frankly deliver up that lie to 
God and-his father, which they themfelves had 
given him, he had better never have been bern 5 
nay, that it was at the devotion even of his 
father alone, if he fhould require it. With 
thefe words aac advanced up to the altar, 
and prefented himfelf to the flaughter; bur 
‘upon the very point of doing the exccution, 
God Almighty called aloud to Abraham, and 
prevented it. 
ec 
require it of you out of any delight I take 
in human blood, or that I would make a 
father the aflaffin of that very child which 
I myfelt had given him, but to fee how far 
you would fubmit to your God, ina felf 
denial to your inclination and nature. But 
now fince I find your piety to be proof 
againft all-temptations, £ do here confirm 
over again to you all my former promifes. 
I do accept of your facrifice, and tor your- 
felf and your pofterity, my providence fhalk 
never forfake you. 1 will blefs your fon 
Taac with long life, and make his offspring 
illuftrious, by a numerous fucceffion of great 
and virtuous men. His poiteriry fhall give 
laws to many nations ; they fhall fubduc 
the land of Chanaan by the fword, and their 
wealth and renown fhall make them the en- 
vy of the reft of the world.” 
So foon as God had made an end of fpeak- 
ing, there appeared moit unexpectedly a ram 
for a facrifice. Upon this furprize the father 
and the fon, in a traniport of joy, exchanged 
all forts of endcarments; blefiing God for 
his gracious promifes and infinite goodnels, 
and thereupon cfiering a up their facrifice. 
That duty being over, they returned to Sarah, 
and lived happily after it; for God’s bleffing 
went along with them in whateverthey did. 
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“ He bad him hold his hand, a yoice froin 


and {pare his fon; for, fays he, 1 did not Heaven bids 
Abraham 


hold his 
hand, Yer.12, 


A ram for 2 
facrifice, fup- 
plies the 
place of Haac, 
Ver. 13. 
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CHAP. XV. 
Lhe age and death of Sarab. 


62. 





OT long after this Sarah died, being a 

hundred twenty and fevén years of age. 
She was buried in Hebron, and the Chanaanites 
would have given her the folemnity of an in- 
terment, but Abraham chofe rather to buy a 
burying-place for himfelf and his family, which 
he did of one Ephraim, an inhabitant of Hebron, 
at the price of four hundred thekels*, where 
the monuments of himfelf and divers of his 
pofterity are yet to be feen. 


The age and 
death of Sa- 
rah, Gen. 
Mxili, 1, 2- 











CHAP. XVI: 


Of Abraham and his wife Chetura, aud their 
pofterity the Troglodytes. Lfaac marvies Rebecca. 
Abraham's FTER the death of Sarah, Abraham 
children By a took to wife Cherura, by whom he had 
Seer fix fons, men of induttry and wifdom ; their 
fpring. names were $+Zcmbran, Jazar, Madan, Ma- 
dian, Jozubac, and Suus. 

Suus had two Sons, Sabathan and Dadan, 
who had Latulim, Affur, and Luom. Madian 
had five fons, Epha, Opher, Enoch, Ebidas, 
and Eldas. 

‘Tuese people, upon Abraham’s advice, dif- 

erfed themfelves into colonies; and took 
pofleffion of the country of the 'Troglodytes, 
and that part of Arabia Felix which lies to- 
wards the Red-Sea, There is a report that it 
was this fame Opher who entered Libya with 
a powerful army, and over-ran the country. 
His fucceffors held it after him, and gave it 
the name of Aphrica. Alexander Polyhiftor 
is of this opinion, when he fays that Cleode- 
mus the prophet, otherwife called Malchus, in 
a hiftory of the Jews, which he has written 
atter the manner of Mofes their Law-giver, 
makes mention of feveral children that Abra- 
ham had by Chetura, and three by name, i. c. 
Apheran, Surim, and Japhran ; the Syrians 
taking their names from Surim, and the city 
of Aphra and Aphrica theirs from Japhran 
and Apheran. Thefe are the people who are 
faid to have fought againft Libya and Anteus 
under the command of Hercules. And the fto- 
The fable of ry goes, that this Hercules married the daugh- 


Hercules. rer of Aphra, and had by her Dedor the fa- 
ther of Sophon, from whence the barbarous 
Sophaces derived their name. 

Abraham Isaac was at this time about forty years of 

propounds@ age, when his father had fome thoughts of 


2atch for his : : 
fon fae with Marrying him to Rebecca the grand-daughter 


Rebecca the Of his brother Nachor. The refolution being 
grand-daugh- taken to attempt that match, he fends the moit 
a toNachor, approved and trufty fervant he had on the er- 
on OF rand 5 but firit gives him his oath in form, to 
be true to his truft, which was performed by 

The Forma- putting his hand under his thigh, according to 
lity of an = the cuftom of the country. This being done, 
oath; ver.2- he gives him his commiffion and initruction, 
with full power and authcrity to treat and 

conclude ; and having furnifhed him wich 

choice and rich prefents, fuch as were feldom 





* The fhekel here meant was 
in our money 
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here ne common fhekel of filver, in value about two fhillings, 
; fo that four hundred ofthem muft amount to 401. §s. 3 
Jeckthan, Medan, Midian, Ithbak, and 
Afhurim, and Letufhim, 
, and Eldash: all thets were the children of Keturah. 
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or never feen in that country, and avcomme- 
dated him’ with neccflarics’ fuitable for his 
journey, he fends him forward. His way lay 
thorough Mefopotamia, which, betwixt dirt in 
the winter, want of water in the fummer, and 
the inevitable danger of robbers, if people be 
not very cautious, is a very troublefome and 
incommodious patiage for travellers. Bue yer 
aftcr all thefe difficulties, he came at lait to 
Charran, where, upon entering the iuburbs, 
he faw a great many young maiden women 
going to the wells for water: Upon which 
fight, he put up a mental prayer to God Al. 
mighty, defiring, that if heaven approved of 
the match he came about, he might find Re- 
becca in that company; and further, that he 
might know which which was ihe, by her gi- 
ving him water upon his defiring it, and the 
reft refufing. This thought ran in his head 
till he came to the well, where the virgins 
being gotten together, he begged of them one 
by one to beftow the charity of a draught of 
water upon him. One faid, fhe had raken a 
great deal of pains to get it, and could not 
part with it fo eafily ; another, that fhe drew 
water for herfelf and not for other people ; 
fome made one excufe, fome anather, but all 
upon the negative, rill at laft, one fingle vir- 
gin chid her companions for want of good na~- 
ture and civility to a flranger, and asking 
them whether they had been educated among 
reafonable creatures or brutes, that could deny 
a flranger the common rights of hofpitality 
for fo fimall a matter : whereupon fhe herielt, The civility 
with great courtefy and freenefs gave the ftran- and good m- 
gertodrink. ‘This was as aufpicious an en- ba ieee 
‘i a ecca, ver.18, 
trance upon his bufinefs as he could have with- 19, &e. 
ed: bute yet for furenefs fake, after the pro- ”’ 
logue of a decent refpeét to the perfon of the 
virgin, and a declaration how much he was 
obliged to her for her civilities to a ftranger, 
he came by degrees to the more neceflary point 
of enquiring into her family and extrattion, 
bleffing the happy parents of fo gracicus a 
daughter, with a thoufand prayers that they 
might live to beftow her where the would en- 
joy all the comforts of a married ftate, in the 
love of a kind and virtuous husband, and a nu- 
merous {tock of obedient children. Rebecca, 
without any ceremony at all, courteoufly an- 
{wer’d his queftion ; “¢ My father’s name (fays 
“¢ fhe) was Bathuel ; but he died a long time 
** fince, and left my mother and myfelf, with 
“¢ the whole family and fortune, under the 
“* care of a brother of mine yet living, whofe 
** name is Laban, and mine is Rebecca.”?? The 
Man was overjoy’d at what he had heard and 
feen, being.now fully affured that God would 
proiper his journey. Upon this he teok out a 
chain, and fome other ornamental curiofities, 
that women of Rebecca’s age are commonly 
well enough pleafed with, and made the vir- 
gin a preicnt of them; both as an inftance 
of his eftecm for her fingular goodnefs, and 
as an acknowledgment of the particular 
obligation fhe had laid upon him. He made 
it his requeft then, that for that night he might 
be permitted to lodge with the tamily of her 
relations ; for it was grown late, and would 


What paffed 
betwixtAbra- 
ham’s fervant 
and Rebecca, 
ver, 23. 


one penny, and three Sths 
1cd. or thereabouts, 

Shuah. And Jokfhan begst Sheba and 
and Leummim. And the fons of Midian Ephah, 


be 








Chap. XVI. 


be dangerous and incommodious travelling 
farther 5; belide, that he had a charge of rich 
jewels and coftly womens apparel with him, 
which he could not think any where faicr than 
in the hands of perfons of fo approved an in- 
tegrity ; for he prefumed to make a judgment 
of the honour and integrity of the mother and 
fon, by the goodnefs that he had cxperiment~ 
ced in herfelt'; adding further, that he hoped 
there would be no {cruple made of entertain- 


‘ing a ftranger, who would bear his own cx- 


pences, without the leaft charge or burden to 
the family. ‘The maid reply’d, that he was 
much in the right to think well of the huma- 


nity of her relations 5 but fhe defired him - 


however to have a better opinion of their ge- 
nerofiry, for it fhould coft him nothing : but 
fhe would neverthelefs, fhe faid, ask her bro- 
ther’s leave to introduce him. Which was 
Laban enter- foon granted, and done accordingly. He was 
tains Abra~ no fooner brought in, but Laban’s fervants were 
ham's fervant ordered to look to his camels, and himfelf in- 
Ver. 3%  vired into fupper with the mafter of the houfe. 
When fupper was over, the gueft addrefled 
himfelf to the fon,.and the mother of the fa- 
Ilecommu- mily after this manner: ‘I am come hither 
nigares his in~ ¢¢ from Abraham, the fon of Thares,*and your 


(amie: 5, ¢ kinfman ; for Nachor (addrefling himfelf 
po 34 392 tq Rebecca’s mother) the grandfather of 


« 


your children, was Abraham’s brother by the 
«ce 


fame father and mother. ‘This Abraham 
is my maftcr, and from him I now come 
with a commiffion to propofe a marriage 
betwixt this virgin here, and his only legi- 
timate fon and heir. He could have had 
his choice of the moft contidcrable matches 
in his own country, but out of a preference 
to thofe of his own blood, he has rather 
made this eleétion.. Pray do not oppofe it, 
for God himfelf hath appeared in favour of 
it; and it was a ftrange dircction from hea~- 
ven that brought me both to this virgin and 
to your houfe, over and above feveral pro- 
pitious circumftances that happened to me in 
my journey. As I was coming into this 
town, I faw a great many maidens going to 
fetch water, when I pray’d in my heart that 
I might find this very virgin; and provi- 
dence dircéted me to’her: fo that this mar- 
riage is as good as madc in heaven already, 
and wants only your authority to confirm 
Thematch ‘6 it.” This propofal was fo advantageous and 
concluded, defirable in itfelf, and fo maniteftly confenta- 
and Rebecca neous to the will of God, that Rebecca was 
veo "P> delivered up to the fervant upon the conditions 
of the treaty, who carry’d her home with him 
to Ifaac, being now the lord and maftcr of 
Abraham’s pofleffions ; for the children that 
Abraham had by Chetura were gone to plant in 
other provinces. 








CHAP. XVI. 
Lhe death of Abrahaiit. 


Braxam lived but a fhort time after the 
marriage of Ifaac: A man confpicuous 
’ * for his piety and virtuc, and beloved both of 

ham,Gen. xxv. : i ? 

Ver. 5, &, 9. Godand man. His age was one hundred and 

feventy five years when he dicd. Hc was bu- 

tied at Hebron, and Maid by his witc Sarah ; 
aac and Ithmacl taking upon them the care 
of his burial. 


The death, 
age, and bu- 
matof Abra- 
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* The Scripture has it Rehoboth, E@:k, and Sitnah, Gen. xxvi, 20, 24, 22. 7 


CHAP. XVIII 


Lhe bieth of Efaw and Jacch. Efaws Wires. 
Vfaac fends Efau a hunting ; but being in years, 
Gad dim-fighted, Jacob perfoxates and fupplauts 
him ; and the father bleffes one for the other. 


OON after the deccafe of Abraham, Ifaac’s 
wife was found to be with child: and her 
bignefs fo extraordinary, that Taac under a 
great concern, beloughe God to reveal unto 
him the meaning of it. He received for an- 


| {wer that fhe fhould bring forth twins ; ancl Jacoband E- 


that from thofe two twins, two nations fhould on LS. 

~ ~ . : 2 JER. EV. 2g 
deicend of their own name , and that in pro- 5° 
cefs of time, the younger fhould be the grca~ 
ter of the two. . ‘This icll out accordingly not 
long after 5 for. Rebecca had twins, the elder 
of them all hairy from head to foor, and the 
other catching him by the heel as he was co- 
ming into the world. The elder was the fa- 
ther’s darling, and his name Efau or Seir, 
(which word in Hebrew fignifies Hair,) and 
the younger, whofe name was Jacob, the mo- 
ther’s. : 

Tere happencd in 

rible famine in the land of Chanaan, 
the fame time great plenty of every thing in 
Egypt, whither [faac fully purpofed'to have 
gone 5 but God diverted him, and io he went Jyase oes to 
to Gerar. King Abimelech treated him there Gerar, ibid. 
with all the appearance of: refpect imaginable, bimelech 
at firft, upon the account of that antient league Kins §° ane 
of friendihip and alliance which‘ had formerly en cals 
patled betwixt himfelf and Abraham 3 but with him, 
this was not likely ta continue:long in a maty Ver.31 9 16 
who facrificed all other confiderations to his 
enyy- He found that Haac was‘more in God’s 
favour than himfelf, and fo turned him off. 
Haac perceived that this change of humour pro- 
ccecded only from envy, and io withdrew to a 
place called the valley, not far-from Gerar. 
And as he was there digging for water, Abi- 
melech’s fhepherds affaulted him in a‘violent 
and outrageous manner, and ftopt his proceed= 
ing. He had no mind to contend, fo that the 
fhepherds feemed to have the better of him. 
Upon this he went a little further, and digged 
a iccond timc, and was again interrupted by 
Abimelech’s fhepherds, as before : whercupon 
he thought it good difcretion to leave off there 
too, and wait the providence of a more fa- 
vourable occalion. Aftcr this he made a third 
attcmpt, and the king then gave him Icave to 
dig, and he gave the place the name of * Roo- 
bath, (as much as to fay, Large or Spacious.) 
And tor the other places before-mentioned, the 
former he called Eicon (or Contention;) and 
the other Sitenna, which fignifies Enmity. 

Isaac’s power, intereft, and reputation en= 
creating daily, Abimelech had an cye upon him, 
as a growing adverfary ; for he was confcious 
of his own infincerity, and not without fome 
apprehenfion that the countenance he fhewed 
at firtt, compared with his unfriendly dealing 
attcrward, might provoke him to a revenge 5 
befide that he would not willingly have fuch 
amanhis enemy. ‘Thete things premifed and 
confidered, Abintelech went direétly to Haac, . 
with a motion to renew an alliance with bim; Abimelech 
taking one of his great officers and friends a- fenews his al- 
jong with him fora party to the treaty. Haac’s liance with 
ifaac, ver. 35. 


thofe days to be a tcr- A famine in 
and atc Chanaan, 
Gen. xxvic 2. 








good~ 


Of 


ffau"s wives, 
Gen. xXVILL 9. 


Ifaac tends 
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good-nature was cafily prevailed upon to lay 
alide all former animolitics, out of a reverence 
tothe memory of the former fricndthips and 
good offices, which had pafled betwixt Abi- 
melech and his father; and fo all things were 
brought to an amicable accommodation. 

Esau, the beloved fon of his father Haac, at 
forty ycars of age married two wives, Adah 
the daughter of Elon, and * Alibama the daugh- 
ter of +Esbion, perfons of quality and dif- 
tinétion among the Chanaanites. Now this he 
did upon his own head and fancy, without 
ever confulting bis father; or if he had, he 
would hardly have given his confent; having 
taken up a firm refolution never to enter into 
any fort of alliance with that people. But, 


however, the thing being done, could not be. 
undone, and -Ifaac thought it his beft courte. 


rather to pafs it over in filence, without noife, 


than to put ir to the extremity of making him’ 


turn the women away. 

Isaac was now grown old, and very dim- 
fighted, if not quite blind. In this condition 
he call’d his fon Efau to him; and prefacing 
what he had to fay with fomewhat of reflec- 
tion upon his age and infirmity, he fell to la- 
menting’ his condition, that he was not able to 
ferve God with that vigour of devotion now, 
as he had done formerly; and after this, he 
order’d his fon Efau to go out a hunting, and 


Eiunahunt- provide him fome good thing for his fupper, 


jng, Gen. 


SXVIL 
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3: 


faying, that he would afterwards give him his 
prayers and his bleffing, and befeech God to 
be his comforter and protector to his life’s 
end. “ My diffolution, fays he, I am very 
“ fenfible is not far off; the time uncertain, 
“ and I cannot {pend the remainder of my life 
“¢ better, than in prayers to God for thy wel- 
“ fare.’ Efau went prefently out to fee what 
he could catch, and in the mean while Rebcc- 
ca bethought herfelf of a way to transfer the 
bleffing to Jacob that was intended for Efan, 
out of a partiality of affection to the one, ra- 
ther than the other; fo fhe bad Jacob (but 
without the priviry, and againft the very de- 
fign of Ifaac) go out and kill a kid, and have 
it dreffed ready for fupper. Jacob very punc- 
tually put his mother’s commands in execution, 
without delay; and when fupper was ready, 


Jacob_perfo- having put kids skins over his arms and hands, 


a 
tra 
Wer. 


Ver. 


nates Etau, 


ig 


b 


ta 


that he might feem hairy, (the twins being in 
every other particular fo alike that there was 
no diftinguifhing betwixt them,) he fet it be- 
gore his father; but with a thoufand difficul- 
ties in his head, for fear of being detected in 
tne impofture, and drawing a curfe upon him- 
{elf inttead of ableffing. Tfaac, it feems, ta- 
king notice of fomewhat very particular in his 
fon’s voice, bad him come to him; and upon 
finding his hands all hairy, paffed this reflec- 
tion upon it, “ The'voice, fays he, is Jacob’s 
*© voice, but the hands are the hands of Efau.” 
And fo without any further fufpicion, he went 
to fupper; and after that offered up a prayer 
fuirable to the occafion, in words to this ef& 
teét. “ Erernal God, the creator of all 
“¢ things that are made, thou that haft been fo 
gracious and bountiful to my father, to my- 
iclf, and to our offspring ; not only promi- 
fing, but alfo bettowing on us ail good 
things, and giving us aflurances of greater 
bleilings ftill to come 5 Lord, make thy words 


a 
ce 
oc 
CC 
C 


e 





“ good to us by effcéts, and do not defpife thy 
S¢ jervant for his prefent infirmities,which make 
© him the more fenfible of his need of thy 


n 
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‘€ fupport; preferve this child from all evil, Jacob de- 
‘in thy mercy and infinite goodnefs; give friuds Efe 


“ him a long and a happy life; i 
“¢ with all worldly enjoyments that may be for 
his good; make him a terror to his enemies, 
“ and an honour and a comfort to his friends.” 

Isaac had no jooner ended his prayer for 


blefs him of his blei= 


fing, Ver, 27, 
&e. 


Efau, as he thought, and intended it, but Efau* 


himielf recurued trom the.chace, which gave 
Ifaac to underftand his mittake; but he did 
not think fir to make any words of it. When 
Efau came to be informed of what had patled, 
he befought his father only to beftow the fame 
bleffing upon himfelf over again, which he 
had pronounced upon his brother. Bur Haac 
excufed himfelf, that he could not either tranf- 
fer, or take away the benediction he had al- 
ready conferred. 


This difappointment drew pays difap. 


tears from Tefau, and his forrow fo far wrought pointment, 
upon the tcendernefs of his father, that all the Ver. 34,&e. 


bleffings he had Icft, he gave him; that is to 
fay, he. declared to him, that he thould be a 
famous hunter, and a grcat man at arms; and 
that he himfelf and his pofteriry fhould gain 
immortal honour by their exploits thar way; 
‘but in the clofe, that he muft be fubject to 
his younger brother. 


Jacos was exceedingly afraid, left his bro- Jacob wirh- 
ther fhould revenge the injury, and Rebecca draws for fear 


no lefs confcious of the provoking affront the 
was put upon him; fo that fhe bethought her- 
felf of this way to divert the danger of it. 
She prevail’d with Ifaac to difparch Jacob 
away into Mefopotamia, to take a wife out of 
her alliance there. Efau finding how he had 
difobliged his father and relations, by match- 
ing with the Chanaanites, (whom they utterly 


t of his bro- 
ther, Ver. 43. 


abhorred,) had now taken to wife Baflemath, Eau marcies 
the daughter of Ifhmaecl, whom he lov’d the an Ifhmseli- 


beft of all his wives. 








CHAP. XIX. 


Facob feat into Adcfopotamia to treat about a match 
with Rachel, Labaws daughter. His viftons 
upon the way. He treats with Laban, who int- 
pofes upon biti 


tifh womun, 
Gen. xxviii 


Y the advice of Rebecca, and at her in= Jacob treats 
ftigation, and with the confent of Ifaac abouta match 


too, Jacob was fent away into Mefopotamia, 
to treat about a match there with the daughter 
of Rebecca’s brother Laban. 
fitics being at that time fo fierce and violent 
betwixt his family and the Chanaanites, and 
Jacob’s way lying through the land of Cha- 
naan, he durft not venture himfelf in any 
of their houfes upon his journey, but took up 
his lodging in the open air, and made ufe of 
an heap of {tones to lay his head upon, inftead 
of a pillow. As he lay thus at reft, he had 
one night in his flecp this vifion; he dreamt 
that he faw a ladder ftanding upon the earth 
and the upper cnd of it reaching the Heavens 
with certain glorious figures, that to his view 
feemed more than human, defcending by the 
rounds of it ; and from the top, God himfelf 
manifeitly appearing, and fpeaking to Jacob 


a ee en ee 


se 


ae tis ; 
Ser. Aholibamah, the daughter of Anah, the daughter of Z.ibeon. 


+ Or Sibeon. 
by 


Jacob's vifion 
ofthe ladder 
> Gen. xxviii. 
912. 


with the 
daughter of 
2 Laban, Gan 
But the animo- xxix. 18. 








Chap. XIX. 


God fpeaks by name in thefe words; ‘¢ It ds not for you, 
to Jacob, & Jacob, that have in your veins the blood of 
Ver. 138° ce Your father and grandfather aac and Abra- 
« ham, men remarkable for their faich and 
“¢ virtue, to defpond under any diffidence of 
“ my care for you in your prefent troubles, 
“¢ but rather cro fupport your{elf in hopes of 
“ berter things. Depend upon me for your 
“ protector, and afiure yourfelf, that your 
“ beft days are yet to come. It was I that 
“¢ brought Abraham out of Mefopotamia hi- 
“ ther, when he was fore’d away by his re- 
“ Jations; ic was I that crown’d your father | 
“¢ with bleffings, and it is I again that refolve | 
“© to do as much for you; wherefore take cou- | 
“ rage, and purfue your Journcy under my con- 
“¢ duct and direction. he marriage you are 
“© now going about fhall fucceed to your with; 
you thall be the father of dutiful children, 
and your iffue fhall increafe without num- 
ber. This land will I give to them and 
their pofterity; and they fhall people the 
whole earth, and the iflands as far as the 
fun fhines; wherefore Ict no labour or dan- 
ger difcourage you, but commit yourfelf 
to my care, not only at this prefent, but al- 
ways.” , . 
Jacoz was tranfported with joy at this vi-~ 
fion and prediction, and anointed the ftone in 
honour of that bleffled revelation; making a 
" Jacob makes yow at the fame time, to ercét an altar there, | 
avow, Ver. and offer facrifice upon it, if ever it fhould j 
a pleafe God to bring him home again in fafety j 
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3. for Abraham, Aran, and Nachor,were 
the fons of Thares; and Bathuel, your 
grandfather, was Nachor’s fon; Ifaac ismy 
father, begotten by Abraham upon Sarah the 
daughter of Aran; and we arc nearer yet 
fill; for Rebecca my mother is the fitter 
of your father Laban, by the fame father 
and mother; fo that in the degrees of affix 
nity, you and J are firft coufins; and I am 
now come to greet you with all the offices 
of a friend and a kinfman toward the re~ 
newing of that kind agreement of ancient 
date.” ‘This brought into the mind of the 
virgin, what fhe had often heard her father 
fay of Rebecca; and taking for granted how 
glad her parents would be to hear any tidings 
of that excellent perfon, the paffion fhe had for 
the pleafing of her father, tranfported her to fuch 
a degree, that fhe burft our into tears, took 
Jacob about the neck, and kiffed him, and then 
holding him in her arms, fpake to him after 
this manner; * You are, fays fhe, rhe bearer 
** of the moft agreeable news to my father 
“¢ and the whole family, that ever came under 
“¢ our roof. Good man! he was hardly ever 
“¢ well but when he was {peaking of your mo- 
“* ther; and I dare fay, he would not exchange 
the felicity you have now brought him for 
any other happinefs ander the fun; where~ 
fore, fays the, not to deprive him any longer 
of the joy you ate to carry him, follow me 
immediately.” With the{é words fhe intro~ 
duced him to Laban, wheré he was made 


Rachel’s tea- 
dernefs to- 
ward Jacob. | 


ce 


and profperity; which vow he performed at| known to his uncle, fafe in the hands of his 
his coming back, prefenting to God the tenths | friends, and thofe friends of his overjoy’d at 
of all his goods for an oblation. And fur-|the providence of fo unexpeéted & furprize. 
ther, for a memorial in reverence to the place, | They had not been many days together, when 


and what befcl him there, he gave it the name 
Pe eran of Bethel, or the houfe of God. 
Vez. Ubon this he purfued his journey to Mcfo- 
Jacob comes potamia, and after a tedious paflage, he came 
io Charran, to Charran, where he found feveral fhepherds, 
Gen. xxix. 4- young men and maidens, about a well, and 
drawing of water; he join’d the company, de- 
fired a little drink of them, and fo by little 
and. little fell to difcourfe with them, whether 
they knew one Laban thereabouts, or no; and 
if he were yet living. They all faid they 
knew him, and fo muft every body, for he 
was a perfon of confiderable note ; his daugh- 
ter and they fed their fheep together; and it 
avas a wonder fhe was not come yet; that 
when fhe came, fhe could refolve him in what- 
ever he wanted toknow. ‘The words were no 
fooner out of their mouths, but the daughter 
He findsRa- herfelf approached them, accompanied with 
aie the her fhepherds. They told Jacob, that was the, 
aughter of : ~ 3 
Laban,Ver.9.2nd then acquainted the virgin how that 
ftranger there had been inquiring about her 
father. The maiden upon the fight of Jacob, 
with the gaiety of an innocent young creature, 


Bethel, or the 


x 








Their di began to ask him queftions,who he was,whence 
ee * he came, and what was his bufinefs, demand- 
Pla ing of him ina very obliging way, if there 

was any thing they could ferve himin. Ja- 

cob was fo mightily taken, both with the kinf- 

woman and the gracefulnefs of her deport- 
Rachel's n- Ment, efpecially with the charms of her in- 
comparable comparable beauty, thar ac firft fight he fell 
beauty, Ver. direétly in love with her, and thus accofted 
tye her; ‘“¢ There hath been, fays he, a great 
pe al “¢ friendfhip betwixt our two families, at leatt 


« (if you are indeed the daughter of Laban) 


count of the > 7 
“ of a date long before cither you or 1 were! 


two families, 
Ver, 12. 


Laban made an open profeffidn of the farif- 

faction he had in his converfation, and that it 

was fo great, he wanted words ‘to exprefs it. 

After this declaration, his curiofity made him 

a little inquifitive how he came to leave his 

father and mother in their extreme age, and 

when they could worft fpare him; bur affuring 

him withal, that whatever he could do in the 

world for him was at his fervice. Jacob, up- 

on this, to fatisfy his enquiry, gave him in 

fhort the whole hiftory of their family. “‘ My 

“¢ mother Rebecca, fays he, had two twin Jacob's dif- 

*¢ fons, Efau and myfelf. Efau being difap- courte with 

“ pointed of our father’s bleffing by an arti- b*b*". 

“¢ fice of my mother’s, to put me in my bro- 

“¢ ther’s place to reccive it, he looks upon me 

‘¢ for this as a fupplanter of him in his right, 

“* as well to his father’s vows and prayers, as 

*¢ toa kingdom and an inheritance which God 

“< had affign’d him; and for this circumven- 

“¢ tion he refolved to take away my life. Now 

. to avoid this danger, and in obedience to ‘The caute of 
my mother’s command, I am come hither Jacob’s wit: - 

“¢ for fanétuary, as to the neareft relation fhe d@wing him- 

“ hath in the world ; and next under God, I * 

<¢ depend upon yourfelf for my fecurity.” La= 

ban promifed him all forts of affiftance and 

refpects; not only for his own fake, but as 

the fon hkewife of his dear fifter, whom he 

lov’d tenderly, at what diftance foever. Laban 

told him further, that he would at prefent fer 

him over his flocks, and give him authority 

over all the keepers of his theep; and that iz 

any time hereafter he fhould have a mind to 

return, he might affure himfelf of a confidera- 

tion and reward aniwerable to the merit of 

fuch a kinlman. Jacob was well enough con- 

Bent 
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tent to undergo the Jabour, provided he might 
continue in the family ; and he told Laban as 
much, upon condition he might have Rachel 
in marriage for his fervicc 5; a perfon that he 
loved not only for her fingular worth and _vir- 
tuc, but as the providential inftrument of in- 
troducing him into the family; profeiling that 
ic was only his excefs of love that made him 
{peak what he did. Upon this proler, Laban 
immediately concluded the match, with all 
imaginable chearfulnefs ; folemnly prorefting, 
that there was not a man in the world whom 
he would chufe for a fon-in-law fo foon as 
himfelf ; only he muit have patience to ftay a 
while ; for he fhould be loth to fend his 
daughter fo far as Chanaan ; and truly he had 
almott repented fomerimes of fending his fifter 
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this, made ufe of her fifter’s ftraragem, and put 
in Zelphah to Jacob, by whom he had two 
fons; the firft Gad, (or by chance,) and after- 
wards Afer, (which fignifies Beautifying) be- 
caufe they got honour by it. 

One time, when the two fifters were got Rachel lonze 
together,Rubcel, the eldcit fon of Leah, brought for Leal’s 
his mother fome Mandrake-apples, which Ra- Maat 
chel woald tain have had a part of; but the 
other told her with fome paflion, that ic was 
too much to have her husband and her apples 
too; but Rachel, to pacify her, made her an 
offer of having Jacob to herfelf that night. 

Leah accepted it, and they lay together accord- 
ingly. Jacob after this had more children by 
Leah; as Iflachar, (i. e. born for hire,) Za- 
bulon, (that is, a pledge of love,) and a daugh- 


facoh frves thither roo. Jacob fubmitted to wait, and fo | ter named Dinah. Rachel ftay’d a long time, 
feven years bound himfelF to his father-in-law for feven] and at laft brought forth a fon, whole name 
forRachcl, years, to fhew that he had no other views in} was Jofeph, (or an addition.) 
Gen ssix. 22° hor he did, than that of love, gencrofity, and} -Ir was alrcady fuil twenty years that Ja- 

juttice. cob had ferved his father-in-law, in the quali- 

Av the cnd of the term, and upon the pre- | ty of an overfecr of his fhepherds and herdf+ 

cife day, Laban prepares the wedding~teaft, | men; fo that it was now high time, he thought, 

and late at night, unperceived by Jacob, pri- | to think of returning homeward again, and to Jacob fteals 
Leah put up- yately convey’d the elder fitter to his bed in- | take his wiyes along with him. But this was way trom 
on Jacob for 44 of the younger ; and fo thcy lay together, | to be privately managed, fince his fathcr-in- Laban, Gen. 


Lhe original 


ae wince and darknefs contributing to complete eS SARS 
the miftake. When Jaeob came to awake in 
the morning, and find how he was impofcd up- 

on, he fell to cxpoftulating the matter with 
’ Laban, asa violation of common faith and juf- 
tice: Laban only cxcufing himfclf under the 
pretence of a neceflity, without any malice at 
all, it being the cuftom of the country, he faid, 
not to marry the younger fitter before the ¢l- 
der: but this, fays he, fhall be no obftacle to 
your marrying of Rachel ; for aftcr feven years 
more, you fhall have her barc-faced, and by 
day-light, when you may fee and know what 
you do. Jacob, who was under the influcnce 
of a very ftrong and violent paffion, could not 
but comply with his propofals, and fo bound 
himfelf for the other feven years; after the 
expiration of which he had Rachel given him 
to wite. 

Turse two fifters had two maidens allow’d 
them by Laban: *Zclphah was with Leah, and 
; Bala with Rachel; not in the quality of fer- 
vants, but yet In fubjection to them. Leah un- 
derwent great affliction of mind to fee that her 
ffter had a greater fhare in Jacob’s affection 
than herfelf; but lived in hope #ill that the 
bringing of him children, which was her daily 
prayer, might gain her a greater fhare in his 
Jove. And in the end it didfo; for being de- 
livered cf a fon, whem ike called j/Rubcl, (or 
divine mcrey, tor fo the word fignifies,) it 
wrought upon her husband's aficctions ; and 
altcr this the had three other fons ; Simcon, 
(i. c. God is favourable,) Levi, (i. ¢. the fup- 
port of focicty,) and Judah, (that is to fay, 
*Phankfgiving.) Rachel was mightily in pain 
left the fruittulncis of her fifter might take of 
fomewhat of Jaceb’s hincinefs to hericlf; and 
thercfore conzrived the putting of her woman 
Bals in her place,w hich the did xccordingly, and 
Jacob had a fon by her, called Dan, (i.e. the 
Judgment ci God.) And a while atter this, 
fhe brought him Nephthalim, (which fignifics 
artificial 5) alluding to Rachcel’s contending 


with her fifter tor children by craft. Lezh after | 


Jaw had abfolutcly refufed to give him leave. 
Hie was not willing to come to any refolution, 
however, without confalting his wives firlt, to 
fee how they ftood affcéted to the journcy. 
But finding them willing, they fet out altoge- 
ther without any delay: the two fifters and 
their women, and all their children, and all 
that belonged to them, and Jacob alfo, with 
one half of the flocks, without ever making 
Laban in the leaft acquainted with his inten 
tions. Rachel took away with her the images 
of the Gods of the country, not out of any re-= 
verence fhe had for the idols; for her husband 
had taught her better things, and to contemn 
them ; but fhe fancied to herfelf, that in cafe 
they thould be purfued by her father and over- 
taken, by their help matters might be brought 
to a more eafy compofition. 

Tue day following, when Laban came to 
be informed of Jacob’s departure by ftcalth, 
with his daughters, he called his people toge- 
ther in a fury, and with a ftrong body of men 
immediately purfued them. Upon the fe- 
venth day in the evening, they overtook them Laban over- 
refting them{clves upon a little hill; but being takes him, 
lJatc, Laban and his people betook themfelves Ver: 25- 
quictly to their repofc, without attempting 
any violence againft them. That very night 
God appeared to Laban in his flcep, and bad God wams 
him haye a care not to offer any violence or Laban in his 
indignity to his fugitive fon-in-law and daugh- !leep not to 
ters, but rather difpofe himfelf to make an a~ DUTt h™ 
micable agreement, and cultivate a better un= 
derftanding with them: And do not you de+ 
“ fpife them, fays the vifion, for the fmallnefs 
“of their number; for if you do, I myfelf 
‘© will fight their battles.”’ 

Lanan carly next day fent for Jacob, (who 
ventured to come to him in confidence,) and 
told him of the dream he had had ; afterwards 
turning his difcourfe to reproaching and up= 
braiding him. “ You cannot forget ({ays he) 

“ that I took you into my houfe a beggar, Laban re- 
“© and a wretch indigent to the laft degree ; proaches Ja- 


¢ 5 7. 72 f al 
“* how gencrouily I relieved and entertained oe & 
3°. 


* The Seriprare cally her Zilpah. 7 Scrip. Bilan. I] Scrip. Reuben. 
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you, married you to my daughters as the. 

higheft obligation to an inviolable fricnd- 

fhip and refpcect that I could lay upon you; 

And pray how comes it now,-that without 

any regard to your mother and my fiftcr, or 

to the alliance of blood betwixt us, the. 

wives you have married out of my family, 

and the children of thofe wives who call 

me grandfather ? How comes it, I fay, af- 

ter all this, that you fhould treat me ar laft 

at the rate of a profeft enemy, fcize my 

goods, force-my daughters away from their 

parents, carry off the Gods of my country, 

which my forefathers have ever had fo great 

a veneration for, as things moft facred ? for 

you have laid your facrilegious hands even 

upon them too 5 a violence which any ho- 

nourable enemy would have forborn: And 

who is it that has done all this now, but 

my kinfman, my nephew, my {fon-in-law, 

my gueft, and the man that I have fed at. 
my own table !” . ‘ 

pelears Jacos made anfwer, that he was not the 

If, Ver. only man who had a natural affection for his 

¢. native country; and that after fo long an ab-, 

fence, it was but reafonable to think of re- 

turning home again. .As to the robbery or in-]. 

juftice, he was willing to appeal to any other 

judge than himfelf “* Now, fayshe, I cx- 

“¢ pected rather that you fhould have given me 

“ thanks for managing and improving your cf= 

«< tate, than think much. of the {mall piteance 

“¢ T have taken out of it. And pray do not 

“ call it a violence neither upon your daugh- 

“ ters; for as there is no evil intention in the 

“ cafe, fo that which you miftake for a force 

“¢ is only a conjugal duty, both in my taking 

*¢ them away, and in accompanying their hui- 

“¢ band and their children.” ‘This he faid in 

his own defence, and tor the refit, only turned 

DLaban’s reproaches upon himfelf: wondering 

and complaining, that an uncle and a father- 

in-law, after the hardfhip of rwenry. years fer=. 

vice, befide what he willingly futfercd for 

the fake of Rachel, and more afterwards, fhould 

at latt treat his fon-in-law and kinfman at the 

rate of the worft of enemies. Jacob had great 

reafon undoubtedly to complain of Laban’s ill 

ufage; who obferving that God: blefied Jacob 

in all he did, would be cajolling him with 

fine words, promifing one while to give him 

‘ all the white cattle that fhould be produced, 

another while all the black; and {till as thofe 

defigned for Jacob’s part came to be the grea- 

ter, he went from his word, and put it off to 

another year, in hopes to find it Icfs then ; but 

in cafe it fhould prove otherwifc, with a re- 

folution before-hand to depart from his pro~ 

mife. : ek / : 

Rachel con- 88 to the images, Laban having free liber-. 

veys away the ty. to fearch, Rachel convecy’d them away into 

idols, Ver. 34. the ftufing of the camcl’s faddle, which fhe 

rode upon, and pretended'to have the woman’s 

fickne{s at that time upon her; Laban pafled 

her over unfearched, upon a prefarmption, that 

in juch a condition fhe would not come fo near 

any thing that was facred. Upon this, Laban 

A league be- entered into a league with Jacob, granted an 

twixt Laban aét of oblivion to his daughters for all chat 

Jacob, was paft, promifing that.for the future they 

*F 44 &- fhould be as d hi er they were, and 

NOU b¢ as dear to him as ever t acy were, an 

all this was confirmed with an oath. The to- 

lemnity pafled upon a certain mountain, where 

a pillar was erected in the form of an altar, 
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as the hil) of *Ser. Galeed. 
Galad, or the 
hill of wir- 

nefs, Ver. 47- 


and they’ called it *# Galad, 
witnefs, which name was likewife given to the 
whole country thereabouts. After the ccremo- 
ny of the league, they. feefted together, and 
upon parting Ikaban returned to his own home. 








CHAP. XX.: 
The grecting of Ffacob and.Efau. 
Jacob’s vi- 


lions, Gen. 
XNXLL. Ty 2 


ACOB went forward on his way towards 
J Chanadn, and had feveral propitious vi- 
fhons in his paffage, which gave him great hope 
of future fuccefs, calling the place where he 
faw them the Field of God. But the ‘old 
grudge that Efau bore him was not-yet out of 
Jacob’s head, which made him fend every 
where up and down to learn how his brother 
itood afieéted to him; befide feveral exprefs 
meffengers to find him our, with a comniflion 
in his name to addrefs him to this effect. 
“ ‘That Jacob finding himfclf under his bro- Jacob com-_ 
¢ ther’s difpleafure, voluntarily abandoned his ema es 
‘¢ country, and in confidence, that after fo long PS SOR) 
“ an abfence, all paft unkindnefles are buried ace 
** and forgotten, he is now returning with his 
“¢ wives, children, goods, and fubftances, to 
¢ Jay himfelf and all he has at his brothers 
“ feet; propofing to himfelf no greater hap- 
pinefs than to enjoy all the bounties which 
God in his goodnefs hath been pleafed 
to beftow upon him, in comnion wich his 
brother.” | “ 

Upon the delivery of this meflage, Efau in 
a tranfport of joy advanced prefently with a 
band of four hundred men to mect his brother. 
Jacob was not a little ftartled at the number ; 
but put himfelfin a pofture however, with God’s 
affiftance, to defend himfelf and his people in. 
cafe of the worft. He difpofed his body into 
two divifions ; the one to,advance, and the o- 
ther to follow,. within diftance of cither re~ 
ceiving or feconding the van, if it fhould 
come to an attack. When he had ordered his 
people aftcr this manner, he fent his fore-run- 
ners to his brother with prefents : fome for 
ufc, others for curiofity, as creatures of bur- 
den, and feveral forts of ftrange beafts that 
might be acceptable for their rarity fake. 
Thefe were to march in loofe order at fome 
convenient diftance, one after another, to make 
them appear morc than they were ; the meflen- 
gers having this cfpecially in charge, to behave 
themielves towards Efau with all poffible 
{moothnefs and refpect ; not -doubting but by 
this gentlenefs of proceeding to reétify all mif- 
underftandings, if they were not already coni- 
pofed. It'was a whole day?’s work to put Ja~ 
cob’stroops in order, and at night they march- 
ed. When they were got.over the torrent. of 
Jabac, Jacob being a little behind, a {peétre 
engaged with him, and Jacob ‘wreltling with Jacob wref- 
this apparition had the better of him; where~ wes with an 


TREO ME : : ngel, Gen. 
upon a voice called out to him, and faid, Poe Be. 
24, &¢. 


“¢ ic is not 2 common adverfary chat thou hait 


foiled, bur an angel of the Lord. Take ic 
for a prefage,, thac your pofterity fhall con- 
tinue for ever, and that you fhall never be 
overcome.”? Upon this, he gave him the 
name of Hrael, which in Hebrew fignifies ftrug~ Jacob calicd 
gling with an angel of God. ‘This was reveal- rae], or 
ed to Jacob at his own requeft, and when he {ussling» 
S foun ae 


ce 


ah te nS 
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of- them had not a word to fay, being at their 
wits end what to advife; only Simeon and 
Levi, the brothers of Dinah by the fame mo- 
ther, laid their hcads together, and agreed 
upon a defign becwixt themfelves, withoue 
ipeaking one word to their father of it, which 
they executed as follows: Upon the next fefti- 
val at Sichem, late in the night they fell upon 
the guards, and ‘eafily mafter’d them, finding 
them drowfy and fecure im their drunken re- 
vels. They took poffeflion of the city, kill’d The mafiacre 
all the males they could mect with, the king ofthe Siche- 
and his fon being in the nurmber, fparing only 
the women; and upon the finifhing of this cx- 
ploit, brought home thcir tifter again to thcir 
father. Jacob was ftruck with horror at the 
barbarity of fo bloody an attion, and highly 
incenfed againft his fons for what they had 
done ; but God comforted him ina vifion, bad 


found it was an angel fpake to him, he be- 
fought them to reveal fome other future events 
that were to befal him, which the fpectre did, 
and fo difappear’d. Jacob was fo tranfported 
with what he had heard, that*he gave this 

Paanuel, or place the name of Phanucl,* (or the face of 

the face of — God.) He had a finew of his thigh ftrain’d in 

God, Ver. 3° the chcounter, for which reafon he would ne- 
ver afterward eat that part of any creature; 
and upon that account we do forbear it alfo 
to this day. 

Uvon the news of Efau’s being advanced, 
and drawing near to his brother, Jacob or- 
déred his wives to go before with their wo- 
men, and to march apart from one anothcr, 
fo as to fee the action at a diftance, it Efau 
fhould think fir to put it to a battle. But 

THe greeting when Jacob faw that Efau came towards him 


oP lacey and with peace and cheartulnefs in his countenance, } dc 
Bian, Gen. he went and threw himfelf at the fect of his] him have a good heart, amd purge his tents, 


&a «brother. Efau in the mean while embracing | and not forget the facrifice he promiled after 

him, ask’d him feveral queftions about the wo-| his dream in his Mefopotami#aa progrefs. While 

men and the children, and gave him afterwards | Jacob was exccuting this command, he hap- 

an earncft invitation to his father’s houfe. Ja-| pened to find Laban’s Gods, which Rachel 

cob excufed himfelf, that his horfes and cattle | had ftolen and buricd under a certain oak, 

were very much tired, and not in a travelling| without informing him any thing about it. 

condition; and then Efau departed to his ha-} From thence he went and facrificed at, Bethel, 

bitation at Scir, fo called from the hairinefs of} where he had that divine revelation upon his 

Efau. going into Mefopotamia. He went next to 
Ephrata, where Rachel dicd in labour, and Rachel dies 
there he buried her, the only perfon of his in labour ae 

. : i : > Ephrara, 

relations who died and was not interr’d at GPS 
Hebron. This lofs very fenfibly affeéted him, 7 "7" 
but the child liv’d, and he gave it the name 
of Benjamin, || from the great gricf it brought 
to the mother. 

Now the children of Facob were twelve The children 
fons, and one daughter, cight of them legiti- of Jacob, 
mate, fix by Leah, and two by Rachel; jour Ver 22. 
more by Zilphah and Bala, two by each: their 
namcs we have given alreacly. 


























Jmites, Vera, 








CHAP, XXL 
The rape of Dinah. The children of Facob. 


Jacob goesto WA COB for his part went to the place cal- 
the taberna~ J led the tabernacles, which name it bears 
ee to this day, and fo to # Sichem, -a city be- 
is. longing to the Chanaanites. There happened 
to be a great feftival there, and Dinah, the 
only daughter of Jacob, went thither to fec 
the city, and the drefs and fafhions of the 
women of the place. Sichem, the fon of king 
# Emmor fell in love with her, took her away, 
The rape of and ravifhed her, and liked her fo well, that 
Dinah, Gen. he begged his father’s leave to marry her; 
RBAIN Ss who not only gave his confent, but went him- 
{elf to Jacob with the fame requeft on his 
fon’s behalf. Jacob was under afore dilemma 
what an{wer to give; for he could not in con- 
{cience marry his daughter to a ftranger; nei- 
ther could he refufe any thing decently to the 
quality of a royal advocate. But upon fecond 
thoughts, he came -to a refolution to defire 
time to confider of ir; fo the king went away, 
little doubting of his compliance with the pro- 
pofals he had made. Upon this junéturc, Ja- 
cob having conferr’d with his fons about the 
indignity that had been put upon their fifter, 
and the requeft of Emmor, the greateft part 








CHAP. XXXII. 


Tfaac died at the age of one hundred and exghty 
five sears, and was buried in Hebron, 


ROM thence he went to Hebron in Cha- The death, 

naan, where Ifaac dwelt; but they two ager and bi 
did not live long together. Rebecca dicd be- Tl of Mus 
fore the arrival of Jacob, and Ifaac follow’a *° 7%?” 
her not long after. “Efauand Jacob buried him, 
and laid him by his wife in Hebron, in the 
burying-place of the family. Ifaac was a per- 
fon acceptable in the fight of God, and at- 
tended by fpecial provideraces in the courfe of 
his life, next to Abraham. He lived to the 
age of 2 hundred eighty five years, in a fted- 
dy and eminent courfe of piety and virtue. 





* Scr. Pentel. Scr. Shechem. Scr. Hamor. | This is falfe. See Gen. xxxv. 18. in th L ius” 
notes to the fecond volume of his Ecclef Gr. Monumenta, p. 548. Soe Voffius’s Callganornum Ana’ Greene 
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Efau, or 
Adom, Gen. 
xxxvi. 6, 7, 8. 


Efau fells his 
birthrighr, 
Gen. xxy. 335 
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Efau and Facob divide their poffeffions. Idumea falls to the former, and Chanaan to the other. 


FTER. the death of Ifaac, 
the two brothers kept no longer 
to their paternal eftates, but di- 
vided their poffeffions; where- 
upon Efau yielded up the city 
ot Hebron to-his brother, and 


ere FERS 

SPsOCsew 
went and fettled himfelf ‘at Scir. “ He was 
lord and mafter of Idumea, and gave it his 
own naine; that is to fay, Adom *, which was 
a kind of a by-name given him upon this fol- 





lowing occafion: One day when he was a 
youth, he had been out a hunting, and coming 
home very much tired and hungry, he found 
his brother making a foup of lentils for his din- 
ner: they looked red, and the very colour of 
them fet him a longing, and a begging with 
grcat importunity for a mefs of this pottage; 
out Jacob abfoiutely refufed fo much as one 
drop of them to his brother, unlefs he would 
condefcend to make over his birthright to him, 
which Efau, compelled then by hunger, fubmir- 
ted to, formally renouncing all the privileges 
of his feniority with a folemn oath. His youth- 


ful companions made fport with him for what 

he had done, and nick-nam’d him Adom, ftom 

the colour of the foup; for Adom in Hebrew From Adom 
fignifiesred. ‘Thisname went alfo to the coun. carne Idumea. 
try under his jurifdiction, though the Greeks 

have difguifed and foftened it a little, by cal- 

ling ic Idumea. 

Esau_had five children by three wives; The race of 
three of them by his wife} Alibama; that ig Ef@u, Gen. 
to fay, + Jaus, Jalom, and Core; || Aliphaz by gor’ 7% 
Adah, and ** Raguel-by * Baflemath. And 1 Chron 

Axtpnaz had five fons lawfully begotten ; i. 35336, &¢. 
Theman, Omar, * +# Saphus, Gotham, and 
Canaz; for Amalek was a baftard that he had ; 
by * {| Thamna his concubine. Thefe inhabi- 
ted that part of Idumea which was called Go= 
bolitis, and the country of the Amalckites, 
call’d fo: from Amalek. It was formerly a 
huge traét of ground that went under the 
name of Idumea; but the whole, as well as 
the parts of it, retain the name fill of their 
firft planters and foundcrs. 
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* Scr. Edom. 


+ Scr. Aholibamah. 
*} Scr. Bafhemath. 


*+ Scr. Zepho, Gatam, Kenaz. 


-# Scr. Jeufh, Jaalam, Korah 


j Scr. Eliphaz, ** Scr. Reuel. 


* fl Scr. Timna. 
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Jacob happy 
im himfelt 
and family. 


Jofeph his 
father’s fa- 
vourite, Gen. 
XNXVIL 3+ 


The envy of 
his brethren, 
Ver. 4. 


Toteph’s 
dream of the 
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CHAP. IL 


Fofeph’s dreams. Fis brothers envy bitty aud 
; confpire against his life. ‘ 


ACOB was.one of the happieft men upon 
J the face of the earth, and not another in 
the whole country to compare with him, cither 
for wealth and command, or for well accom- 
plifh’d arid virtuous children; who wanted 
nothing to make them great men, as-well for 
action as for counfel; for they were indefati- 
gably induftrious, valiant even to the itr idteft 
punctilio’s of generofiry and honour; ancl, to. 
perfect the charaéter, cndued with a talent of 
underftanding that crowned all the reft; nay, 
and fo wonderful a providence continually 
attended them in all the chances and encoun- 
ters of their lives, that their very fuffexings 
and afflictions turn’d to their advantagé, im be- 
ing made the inftraments of Almighty Gocl to- 
ward the bringing of our forcfathers out-of the 
bondage ot Egypt. The itory is this: . : 

Josrru, the fon of Jacob by his wife Ra- 
chel, was much the deareft child to his fa- 
ther of all the offspring, in regard of the ex- 
ccllencies both of his body and of his mind, 
for, over and above the graccfulnefs of his per- 
fon, he was no lefs cminént and cxtraordimary 
for uncommon fenfe and underftanding. “Dhis 
exceeding tenderncfs of the father drew upon 
the fon the envy and ill-will of the reft of the 
brothers, and this factious malevolence was 
much embitter’d by certain dreams Jofeph had, 
that look’d like prefages of his future felicity 
and greatnefs. ‘This he communicated to his 
father and brethren, and no wonder if it ftirr’d 
up a dangerous emulation againtt him. “fhe 
vilions were thefe : ; 

Hrs father fent him out one day into the 
field with his brothers, in harveit time, to reap 
corn, Where he had a dream quite of anorher 
nature than thofe phantaftical images of things 
that appear to us commonly in our fleep. Fic 
told this to his brothers upon waking, and put 
it to them to expound it. Now the drcam 
was this; ‘ Methought, fays he, I faw this 
* Jaft night my own theaf of wheat ftand ing 


was. highly delighted with the dream, as a 


Jofeph ; and’ that the time by God’s provi- 
dence would come, when both fath¢r and bro- 
thers fhould do him reverence and honour. By 
the fun and moon he underftood the father and 
mother,. under this analogy, that the office of 
one was to increafe and nourifh, and that. of 
the other to give form and force. By the ele- 
ven ftars were meant the eleven brothers who 
had their light and virtue from the fun’ and 
moon alfo. 

Tuxs was no idle interpretation of Jacob’s 5. 
but it gall’d to the very heart the brothers of. 
Jofeph, quite contrary to the reafon and duty 
of the matter in queftion; for they fhould have 
joy’d.in their brother’s good as in their own, 
without envying thofe graces and benefits to fo 
near a relation, that they would have been Icfs 
troubled at in-a ftranger. But their impious 
malice was fiow come to that height, that 
without any more ado, they fully intended to 
deitroy him, and after this manner they xre- 
folved to put their projeét in execution. 


flocks to Sichem, (an excellent feeding ground,) 
but without ever {peaking one word to their # 
father of the place they were going to. When 
they had been gone a pretty while, and no 
news or certainty of what was become of them, 
Jacob fell into a terrible apprehenfion, Icit 
tome mifchief might have-befallen. them, and. 
fo fent Jofeph with orders to inform himfelf 
punctually upon the whole matter, and to bring 
him word back what was become of his bro- 
thers, and how they did. . 








CHAP. UL 
Fofeph fold by his brethren into Egypt, where he 
is. highly advane'd. 


his arrival, not as a brother or ‘a meflenger. 
come from their father, but as an enemy whom 
God. had delivered into their hands; and 


Book II. 


prefage of happy and glorious days to his fon Prefages of 
power aud 
grearnets, 
Veo. Lo. 


So A plot upon 


foon as harveft was over, they went with their Joleph’s hie. 
The brothers 
val away to 
Sichem 


OSEPH fet forward upon his journey, Jofeph. finds 
according to his command and commiffion, out his bre- 
and ‘great joy there was among the brethren at thren,Ver.17. 


wheat~ therefore they were for difpatching him im- Who pref | 
mediately, without flipping the prefent oppor- the killing 
tunity. Rubel, the eldeit of the brothers, as ee 
found the confpiracy fo ftrong and defperate, Rubeline | 
that he employ’d ail his are and intereft to pre- cedes for him, 
vent, or at leaft to divert it, fetting betore Ver. 21. 
them the heinoufnefs of. the fin, and the inde- 

lible feandal and odium-that they would draw 


ireares View - upright, and all my brothers fheaves come. 
7 running towards it, and falling down before 
‘ “it, as fo many fervants would do to tkeir 
“¢ mafter.” There went no grcat myftery to 
the unriddling of this dream; for they faw 
manifeftly thac‘it pointed at the power and 
authority which Jofeph in time to come was to 
have over them, even to the degree of their 
becoming fubjects to him. But to their bro- | upon themfclves by an aétion fo hateful in the 
ther.they pretended ignoranec, and could make | fight of God and man. “ Ie were an abomi- | 
nothing of it, they faid; praying, however, |‘* nable wickcdnefs, fays he, to take away the 
within themiclyes ftill, that God would avert |‘ lite even of a itranger; but to deftroy a kinf-. 
the omen, their hatred increafing all this |‘* man, anda brother, and in that brorher a 
While to Jofeph yet more and more. Soon [“ father anda mother too, with grief for the’ 
iter this he had another vifion, much more re- |‘ lofs of fo good and fo hopeful a fon. 
markable then the former, which was fent |‘¢ Bethink yourfelves, fays he, if any thing . 
ae Gort ior me confounding of their malice. |“* can be more diabolical ; confider that there 
uw in His flee e thought, “ T an, }‘* is an all-feci ; j vite 
- Ae ' a . i Bet ees : oe fan, : ee = eens God, who will be both w ite 
i Moon, an V s coming down |** nefs and avenger of this horrid murder: Be- 
“ from the heavens to the earth, and doing think yourielves, 1 fay, and repent of your 
“ himrreverence.” — fofeph communicated this |“ barbarous détfign, and confult the méafures 
vifion alfo to his father, in the hearing of his of humanizy and moderation ; for you muft 
brothers, (mittrufting no mifchief from them never think to confummate this Hagicicus 
all this while,) telling him that he fhould be |‘ villany, and divine vengeance not overtake 
cery glod to underftand what it meant. Jacob jee you; tor God’s providence is every where, 
eet in 








And of the 
flan, moon, 
and eleven 
Kars, Ver. 9. 


o 








> thren incxo- 
| xable,Ver.22- peremptory ientence was pronounc’d, he be- 


well, Ver. 24. 


> Taken out 
. and fold to by 


Chap. III. 


¢¢ in the wildernefs as well asin the city, and 
¢< whercfoever there isa man there is a God; 
é¢ befide the horror of a guilty conicience to 
«© purfue you wherever you go, and, whether 
<€ it be good or bad, to bear you company for 
€¢ ever. Or put the cafe your brother had done 
<< you wrong now, would you take away his 
<¢ jife for it? when it is our part to pafs over the 
“¢ flips of our friends, even though they may 
< have fail’d inthcir duty. But what, in fine, 
« has Jofeph done again{ft you? or if he had, 
“ the fimplicity of his youth might plead his 


“ excufe; and his brothers, of all men living, | ( 


*¢ fhould be his friends and guardians rather 
“‘ than his murderers: And then the very 
“¢ ground of your cruelty will be a fevere ag- 
*¢ gravation, even of the fin itfelf. His life ts 
“ to be taken away at prefent, for fear he 
“¢ fhould be greatand happy hereafter; nay, and 
“© to be taken away by them too. who are to 
“© go fharers with him. But the wrath of God 
“¢ will fall heavier upon you ftill, if you pro- 
“ ceed to execute fo barbarous a piece of cru- 
“ elty; for you will thereby difappoint your- 
“ {elves of enjoying a fhare in that profperity 
«¢ and happinefs, and thofe bleffings which 
“‘-God for the fake of his virtues and good~ 
“¢ nefs has promifed he will confer upon him.” 
Rubel ufed all thefe and more arguments, ci- 
ther to deter or difluade them from this accur- 
fed attempt ; but when he found them fo abfo- 
Jofeph’s bre~ lutely inexorable, that neither humanity, rea- 
fon, nor religion could prevail, and that ‘the 
thought himfelf of a certain middle way of 
qualifying the matter. Well, fays he, fince 
the death of this our brother is abfolutely de- 
creed, you have nothing elfe to do but _to 
make the fin, the envy, and the fcandal of it 
as eafy as you can; and therefore-my advice 
#s rather to caft him into the next pit, and 
there leave him to perifh, without imbruing 
your hands in his blood. ‘The motion was a 
prov’d, and Rubel tied a rope abour Jofeph, 


“ by which he let him gently down into a dry 
 Jofeph caft 


well, and prefently went his way to look af- 
ter his fheep. 

Rusex had no fooner turn’d his back, but 
there appear’d in fight a troop of Arabian 
merchants (I{hmaelites) who came from Ga~ 
laad with fpices and Syrian commodities, which 
they were carrying into Egypt. * Judas, 
upon this occafion advifed the taking of Jofeph 
out of the well to fell him to thefe merchants, 
0 which means they might be quit of him, 
, Arabian mer- and out of danger of ever feeing him again, 
chants, Ver. and at the fame time avoid polluting their 
hands in his blood. ‘This was agreed to, fo 
that they took up Jofeph out of the well, and 
fold him to the merchants, being fcventccn 
years of age, for twenty pieces of filver. 
‘Rubel’scare | Ruwex was contriving all this while how 

of his bro- he might fave his poor brother, and withour 
ther, Ver. 29. a word {peaking to any of the reft, he went 
late at night to the well, where he call’d fe- 
veral times to Jofeph; but hearing no anfwer, 
he prefently concluded that his brothers had 
murder’d him, and accordingly charged them 
with the fact; but when he came to know 
what had pafi¢d, he was very well fatisfied 
with the proceeding. ‘The next thing now to 
be thought of, was how to excufe and palliare 


, into a dry 


* Scr. Judah. 
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the matter to che father, fo that the brothers 

might not be fufpected. They debated this 

point a while among themfelves, and came in 

the end ro thisconclufion, that they fhould 

take Jofeph’s travelling coat, which they ftrip- 

ped him of when they put him in the well, 

tear icand ftain it with goat’s blood, and fo 

carry it to Jacob, that he might think his fon 

was devour’d by wild beafts. ‘They came to 

the old man with this pretence, (who had 

heard fomewhat already of his fon’s misfor- 

tune, ) fhew’d hien the coat all torn and bloody, Jofeph’s coat 

at leaft, faid they, if that were the coat Jo- *hewed to Ja- 

feph had on when he went out,) and fo tock £0? fH torn 

it for granted that he was deftroy’d by wild Ver. 33. % 

beafts; for neither had they feen him, nor 

could they imagine what was become of him, 

as they pretended. * Jacob comforted himfelf 

till now with the hope he might be taken pri- 

foner, or poflibly that fome gentler ill hap 

might have befallen him, but upon the fight of 

the blood and the coar, (for it appear’d to 

him evidently to be Jofeph’s,) he immediately 

cloathed himfelf in-fack-cloth, and fell into 

fo inconfolable.a paffion of forrow and lamen- Jacob's Ia- 

tation, that he would noe fuffer either his fons vaca 
- 34. 


or his own reafon-to comfort him. 








CHAP. Iv. 


Fofeph tempted to lewdiefs by Petepher’s wife. 
His exesaplary continence. 


HEN the merchants who had bought Jofeph fold 
Jofeph came to Egypt, they fold him eee 
to ¢ Petepher, the head officer over king Pha~ 7 **4* & 
raoh’s kitchin, who treated him nor like an 
ordinary fervant, with refpeét either of liberty 
or diet, but with the freedom of a gencrous 
education, training; him up to letters, and in 
a fhore time advancing him to be overfeer of 
the houfe. In: this change of condition his 
mind and his virtue were ftill the fame, and 
he gave evident dermonftration, by the prudence 
of his conduét, that a wife man will ftand his 
ground in all fortunes.’ He was a ftripling of 
fo gracious a perfor, and fo agreeable an ad- 
drefs, that Petepher’s wife fell paffionately in 
love with him, making no queftion, but upon 
the firft difclofing of her mind to him, the va- 
nity and ambition of fo great an honour would 
win him over toher. But fhe made this judg- 
ment upon Jofeph, more upon the confidera- 
tion of the narrowmefs of his prefent-circum=: 
ftances, than upon any reafon fhe had to fuf- 
pect the unchangeable dignity of his foul. 
However, in this confidence and opinion, fhe Petepher’s 
told him in plain downright terms that fhe had wife tempts 
a mind to lie with him. He begg’d of her pomph =o 
: 3 2 wdnets 
upon the very firft motion, to defift her foli- yer.” 
citations upon that fubject; for he could nor 
be fo ungrateful as to betray fo kind a mafter, 
and to pay him with treachery and affront for - 
all the obligations he had Jaid upon him. He Jofeph’sex- 
advifed her to {mother that unruly paffion, tel- ¢™Pty vier 
ling her he fhould never be induced to oblige SHON: 
her in fo criminal a requeft. He fhonld ac» 
count it a glory, he faid, to ferve her in all 
lawful commands 3 but for any thing that was 
difhoneft, he could mever fubmit to it. ‘This 
refufal did but fet hex more and more on fire, 


! 
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for fhe could not imagine that Jofeph would 
have rej cétcd her offer. , 2 
“to find ‘chat this would not do, the fet her wits 
to work upon another project. There was a 
great prablick feaft-day at hand, that commonly 
brought all the women of quality together. 
Petephex’s wife made choice of this occafion 
to feign herfelf fick; whereupon fhe took to 
her.charmber, and laid hold of the opportunity 
of being alone with Jofeph. She got him, in 
‘ fhort, into her apartment, and there treated 
him wich wondertul tendernefs and refpect, in 
She makes a Words to this cfleét: ‘¢ It would have been 


fecond at- much better for you, fays fhe, tg have com- 
tempt,Ver. € plied fairly with my former requeft,; though 
“ It had been but out of a regard to the’ dig- 


“ nity Of the petitioner, or the excefs of my 


paffion; and it would have fav’d me the 
thame too of condefcending to fome words 
and expreffions that Tam yet out of coun- 
tenance to think of; but I hope you will 
now have the wit to.attone for your firft 
error. If you waited for a fecond applica- 
tion, you fhall have it now a little -more. 
artificial than it was before; for I have 
counterfeited myfelf fick on purpofe to avoid. 
the jollity of the day, and_to fhew you that 
T can quit all other converfation for the love. 
I bear you; or perhaps you might make. 
fome doubt before, whether I was in ear- 
neft Or not; but this is now to fatisfy you. 
that, I meant you no ill, by that I perfitt 
till in the fame mind; wherefore take your 
choice now, whether you will improve this 
opportunity of a prefent fatisfaétion in the 
embraces of a perfon who loves you, and 
** from whom you may over and above expeét 
yet greater things, or ftand the thock of 
my hatred and revenge, if you fhall prefume 
to value yourfelf more upon the vain con- 
ceit Of. your own chaftiry, than upon my 
favour; and if it comes to that once, do 
not flatter yourfelf into a foolifh confidence 
of ef<aping, with a dry oftentation of your 
virtue; for I will certainly accufe you to 
my husband of an attempt upon my honour ; 
and when the word is out once, true or falfe, 
you will find more heed given to my charge 
** by Petepher, than to your juftification.” 
Tuts fpeech was accompanied with prayers, 
menaces, and tears; but neither the one nor 
the other, neither compaffion nor terror had 
the porver to make any- impreffion upon his 
Jofeph ftands virtue; for he ftood firm againft all her threat- 
hrm, Ver.8. nings, En an unaltcrable determination, rather 
to abide the worft of extremities, than to yield 
to the Lewd importunicy of a difhoneft appc- 
tice; being in his own confcience fatisfied, 
that no punifhment could be too great for a 
man who fhould. do fo bafe a thing to pleafe a 
woman. Hc was not wanting neither to put 
her in rind of her duty, both to herfelf and 
to her husband, and of what fhe ow’d to pic- 
ty, honefty, cuftom, and common fame. “ What 
“ fignifies, fays he, a momentary pleafure at~ 
“tended with a certain remorfe immediatcly 
confequent upon it? A heavinefs of heart 
for a thing once done, and an utter impof- 
fibilicy of recalling and undoing it? Per- 
petual fears of difcovery and difgrace ? 
What does all this fignify, I fay, in balance 
with the moft fubftantial comforts, and the 
_moft neceflary duties of human life ? whereas 


ce 
«et 
«<e 
«ee 


ce 
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And reafons 
the matter - 
with her, 
Ver. 9. 


«e 
«ec 
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But when ihe came |: 


i : | humar ‘ ; acts of it too, there was. no need or thought 
(. ia Conjugal flate, the {cli-fame delights | of farther enquiry or‘cxamination into circum- 


are all free, fate, innocent, and warrantable 


before God and man. Conlider again, how 
it would leffen your authority, to make your 
fervant your cqual, by a thameful partici- 
pation in one common crime. And pray, is 
it not better to truit to a good confcience 
that fears no light, than to commit wicked- 
nefs in the dark, and {pend all your days 
in areftlefs dread of being detcéted ?” Jofeph 
faid this, and a great deal morc, to try if it 
were poffible by words to do any good upon 
the paffion of an impetuous. woman,..and to 
reduce his miftrefs to fobriety and rcafon. Buc 
all this was only adding more fucl to ‘the fire, 
fo that what fhe could not obtain by intreatics, 
fhe attempted by violence, catching hold of Jcseph’s mit 
his garment to force him to commit lewdnefs a Le 
with her. But Jofeph not being. able to bear - nae ra 
the extravagant folly of this fhamelefs woman Veri2.” 
any longer, broke loofe from her, and fo fled He breaks 
out of the door, and left his'coat in her hand. locic, ant 
She was at firft miferably diitraéted, betwixt “\7" es 
eed ~ . ehh iM, 
the fting of the repulfe, and the fear of being jpia. 7 
difcover’d;- but coming in an inttant toa re- 
folution. of outfacing the whole ftory; and 
turning it upon Jofeph, by whith means fhe 
confulted her fecurity and revenge both in.onc, 
fhe kept herfelf clofe. to her chamber, all in 
tears and trouble, imputing the pation’ fhe 
was in at.the difappointment of her luit to the 
fcrupulous fenfe of an indignity offer’d to her 
honour. While fhe was in this diforder and : ' 
confufion, in comes her husband, who. taking | 
notice .of more than ordinary melancholy and 
diforder in her countenance, enter’d prefently 
into a ftriét enquiry what might be the matter. 
* Alas! my dear husband, fays fhe, you will She accates 
*€ nor deferve to live, unlefs you make an ex- yezeps toe 
<é : : : Wher -busband, 
ample of this perfidious and bafe wretch your yoy 17. 73, 
man. He has forgotten what he was when ¢ 
you took him into your houfe; how kindly 
and refpeétfully he has been treated here, 
to a degree beyond his very hope, as well 
as his defert; the charge of your whole 
family is committed to him, the command 
of the reft of your fervants,.and the truft ore] 
of all you have. What will you: think: cf 
this fellow now, that, in requital of all - | 
your bountics and good offices, could -have i 
the impudence to offer at the violation of | 
your bed, and to take the opportunity of I 
this day of freedom, when you were out of 
the way, to break in upon my privacy, and 
prefs the enjoyment of his beaftly ends? 
This thanklefs villain that was cffeétually 
the mafter of all other rhings under your 
roof! would nothing ferve him but he mutt 
have your wife too? What a countenance | 
of modefty did this wretch put on to blind 
his matter, without poffefling onc grain of 
it in his difpofition and naturc! Nay fur- 
ther, fays fhe, in confirmation of all I have 
faid, here is his garment too, which I laid 
hold of when he would have fore’d me, - 
and which he was obliged to leave behind : 
him upon the ftruggle.” . bez 
Tis plaufible courfe of words, and the 
tears that went along with them, wrought fo 
eficctually upon the eafy credulity and affection 
of Petepher, that being thoroughly fatisfied 
with the virtue of his wife, on whom he doat- 
ed, and reckoning himfelf as good as a wit- 
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flances, 








Chap. V. 


ftances, but all was taken for granted, and his 

wife celebrated for 2 woman of a moft invio- 
Jofeph com- Jable unfpotted faith. This was enough to 
gmitred to the 
common jail 


upon it,V.20. moft infamous of ‘malefaétors. 








CHAP. V. 


Fofeph fall accufed, and committed to prifon; and. 
His interpretation of 


what befel hin there. 
several dreanis. 


Jofeph’s pa- 
tience and re- 


Benaton cerned himfclf, cither to make apologies 


in his own vindication, or remonftrances of 
the truth of the ftory ; but coammitted his in- 
mocence to the protection of the Almighty, 
and bearing his chains with patience, fupported 
himfelf with this comfort, that the power of 
God, who knew the juftice of his caufc, was 
greater than that of his cnemies, as it foon ap- 
pear’d in this following provictence: For the 
His keeper Keeper was fo charmed with his fidclity and 
kind to him, Careful diligence in all he commanded him to 
Ver. 22.23. do, together with the comelinefs of his per- 
fon, that he difcharged him of his irons, and 
by this means of a confiderable part of his 


trouble; allowing him alfo better entertain-: 
ment and better accommodations than the’ 
It was, 


xeft of the prifonérs ufually had. 
with Jofeph and his fellow-prifoners, as it is 


commonly with other people in their conditi-. 


ons. They had their intervals of time from 


dabour, which they would imploy in talking. 


and getting together in companies, and would 
be naturally enquiring of onc another what 
this and t’other was in for. Upon this occa- 
fion Pharaoh’s butler, a man much in the king’s 
eftecm, though at that time upon fome un- 
ducky diffatistaétion he was a prifoner there, 
had contracted a familiarity with Jofeph. This 
-butler had an high opinion ‘of Jofeph’s parts 
and underftanding, and fo took liberty to tell 
him of a dream hehad, and to confult Jofeph 
about the interpreting of it. He was very un- 
happy he faid, tobe not only fallen. under his 


maftcr’s difpleafure, but perplexed alfo with, 


dreams and vifions of. a more than ordinary 


Pharaoh’s quality. ‘* Mcthought I faw (fays.he) three 
burler’s “¢ branches of a vine, and’a bunch of grapes 
oo Gen. ¢e upon every branch, all ripeand ready to be 
‘Soy ta, a «& gather’d. I preffed them myfelfS methought, 
“ into a cup the king had in his hand; after 
<* which I prefented his majeft-y with the 
s¢ wine, and he found it excellent.” This 
was his dream, and he defired Jofeph, if God 
had endow’d him with any skill that way, to 
give him anexplication of it. Jofeph fpake a 
word of comfort to him,’and bad. him “ have 
“© a good heart, for in three days time he’ 
“¢ fhould be fet at liberty. The king had oc~: 
“* cafion for him, and he fhould have his place - 
Jofeph ex- ‘* again, “ The fruit of the vine, fays Jo- 
potas it, & feph, is a gift of God, for the ufe and com-. 
WS T2) 13. 66" fort of mankind. God acceprs it himielf: 


“ in-his facrifices ; it creates friendthips, com- 


pofes differences, diffolves cares and melan- 
“© choly, and turns fadnefs into joy. The 
“* king, you fay, received the cup arid the winc 
* from your hand; this imports great good to 
** you, and intimates that within: as many 
“ days as you faw branches, you may aflurc 
& yourfelf of your deliverance. INow, fays 


cc 
cc 
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caft Jofeph into the common jail among the. 


OSEPH, in this condition, never con-: 


<* Jofeph, when you find this to-be truc, think 
“* on me, when you yourfelf fhall be free and 
“in profperity, and do not forget thofe you 
** have Icft behind you. Iam not here a cri+ 
** minal, but only punifhed for prefering the 
“ duty and honour of my mafter to a carnal 
“ pleafure.” -This interpretation could not 










‘| but pleafe the butler, and he waited chcerful- 
| ly for the event. 


_Puaraon’s chief baker was at that time ia 
the fame prifon: And finding fo favourable an 
expofition given of the butler’s dream, he 
| pleafed himfelf in the hope of as fair an intcr- 
pretation of a dream.of his own too; confult- 
Ing Jofeph as the butler had done before, for 
the unfolding of it. “Laft night (fays he) Pharaoh’s 

“ methought I had upon my head three baf- DRG ee 
kets, two of bread, and a third of fleth, f°" * 
with other delicacies for a royal table. The 

birds of the air fell violently upon them, 

and devoured them, notwicthftanding all I 

*¢ could do to fright them away.” Mow the 

baker expected as favourable a conftruétion of 

his vifion as the butler had; but it proved the 

contrary: For Jofeph told him that he could 

not {peak fo comfortable things to him as he 

| wifh?d to do. “* The two baskets, fays he, fofeph's in- 
4“ fignify that you have only two days to live ; terpretation 
‘¢ and that upon the third, you are to be cra- of it. Ver. 15, 
‘| cify’d upon a tree, and expofed tothe fowls '? 

“ of the air; and there is no poffibility of a- 
“ voiding it.” 

| _ Every thing came to pafs as Jofeph had 
| foretold it; for upon the precife day, according 
to his prediétion, the feftival of Pharaoh’s 
birth-day, the king order’d the baker to be 
crucify’d, and the butler to be reftor’d to his 
office. When Jofeph had been two years a 
| prifoner, and asa man utterly forgotten by the 


na 


alien 


ungrateful butler, providence made ufe of this 

Pharaoh had two Two dreams 
f Pharaoh’s. 
en. xl. 


means for his deliverance. 
dreams in one night, and the vifion was ex- ° 
pounded to him: He remembred’ the dreams, 
but forgot the interpretation of them any fur- 
ther, than that in general, they boded him no 
good. This fo-much difturb’d Pharaoh’s 
thoughts, that he fumrhon’d*a convocation of 
the Iearned’ft doétors of the Egyptians to at- 
tend him carly next morning, and to expound 
his. vifions. ‘Phey met, and confulted; but 
{finding themfelves unable to refolve them, 
Pharaoh grew more out of humour than be- 
fore. This occafion brought the butler to be- 
think himfclf once again of Jofeph, and of his 
skiJl inthat way of interpretation. Upon this 
he went tothe king, and told him of Jofeph, 
and a vifion of his own that he had expound- 
ed to him, while they were together in pri~ : 
| fon. And for the greater authority of his pre- 
i dictions, he himfelf was reftor’d to his office, 
and the baker hang’d, upon the very day 
which he foretold. Jofeph, he faid, was the 
fervant of Pctepher, and at that timea prifoner 
upon his account. He avershimfelf to bean 
Hebrew, and of no obfcure family. You may 
be pleafed, fays the butler, to fend for him, 
without any exception to the meannefs of his 
prefent condition; for he will certainly in- 
form your majefty In the fignification of your 
dreams. Let him be call’dimmediately, fays Jofeph fent 
the king; and fothe fervants went all in hafte, for out of pri- 
and brought him. Pharaoh treated the young ton. Ver. 14. 
man very refpectfully, and taking him by the 
right hand, fpake to him courtcoutly after this 
manner : 


Pharaoh con- 
fults his wife 
men. Ver. $. 
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ance, and no more to be diftributed than whar 

was abfolutely neceffary for bread and fecd. 
PuAxAoH was as much delighted with Jo- 

feph’s notions in ceeconomies, as with his skill 

in dreams; and fo with great honour to his 

Judgment and counfel, he gave him full power 

and authority, as fupervifor of all his ttores, Joeph high. 

to put his projeét in execution, in fuch fort ly advanc’d 

and manner as he himfelf fhould judge meet by Pharaoh, 

for the fervice of his maftcr, and the good V¢r-4> &e. 

of the publick. Upon the contering of this 

commiffion, the king deliver’d him his figner, 

and granted him certain privileges of wearing 

purple, and riding in a chariot through ali 

| his dominions. Jofeph went now about his 

bufinefs, ftoring up the corn wherever he came, 

and diftributing among the husbandmen only 

fuch a proportion, as might be barely fufficient 

for their fuftenance, and for feed to fow their 

grounds, without making any body acquainted - 

with the reafon of his proccedings. 


manner: “¢ There is afervant of mine, fays he, 
“« that hath given you the character of a wife 
“ man: He tells me that he hath found you 
“ fo himfelf, -and very curious in one particu- 
“ Jar faculty, whercin I have at-this inflant a 
“ f{pecial occafion to employ you. He tells 
“¢ me you have a fingular talene in expounding 
“ of dreams, and that you_unfolded onc for 
“ him; pray do as much for me, and I fhall 
“ take it very kindly; but be fure you make 
* things neither more nor léefs than they are, 
“ either for fear or favour; but {peak thetruth 
“ freely, whether it makes for me or againtt 
“ me. I was walking, methought, along the 
“ river, and I faw feven large and well-ted 
“© cattle come out of it, and go their ways to- 
“ wards a pafture: Aitcr which I faw iceven 
“€ Jean ill-favour’d beafts coming fromthe paf- 
“ ture to the river: They met, methought, 
“¢ and the feven lean ones devoured the tat, 
“© and were never the fuller for it.’ Atter 
this vifion I waked; and while my thoughts 
were at work upon the meaning of the dream, 
a {udden heavinefs came upon me, and drop- 
ping afleep again infenfibly, I had a more won- 
deriul apparition than the former, which put 
me into a great trouble and affright. “ Me- 
“"thought I faw feven ears of corn fprung 
“¢ from one root. They were ripe and ready 
to cut, and fo heavy laden, that their 
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CHAP. VI. 


Sofeph highly in the king’s favour. The adven- 
tures of himfelf and his btrethven upon their 
coming into Kg spt. 


J 


Pharaoh’s 
dream of ears 
of corn, Ver. «¢ 


OSEPH was now thirty years of age, 


22-23)24% << heads bow’d under their burden. Not far and fo remarkably great in the king’s ta+ 
“ from this, I faw feven other ears, thin and | vour for his extraordinary wifdom, that he 
** blafted; and thefe ftarv’d ears to my afto-| gave him the name of * Pfonthomphanec, Pfonthom- 
“¢ nifhment devour’d the other.” which in the Egyptian. tongue fignifics, the phanec. 
Jofeph ex- Josep upon this, told the king, That] finder out of hidden things. 
pounds Pha- thefe two dreams, how differing focver in| He took to wife Afancth, the daughter of jogph mar- 


raoh's - r 
dreams,V.25, #Ppcarance, however denoted but one and 


=-32. the fame event. ‘¢ The ox, fays he, is a crea~ 
“« ture defign’d by providence for labour and 
“ tillage. By the feven fat oxen, and the fe- 


 Petephera, || high-prieft of Heliopolis,which ries Afancth, 
was a match of the king’s making, and a very Ver > 
great honour. He had two children by her 

4 before the famine ; the eldcr he called Manaf- Manaffes and 
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Jofeph’s ad- 7 


“ce 


vice to pro- 7 u > t 

wes againtt : of ftores out of yourabundance in the years} Now this mifery did not fall upon Egypt Jacob’s for 

WV. 32, ne “of plenty, for a referve againft a time ot | alone, but feveral other countries fuffer’d under all but Ben- 
ser" “need, the following fearcity will be the lefs | the like fearcity, and Chanaan in particular ; jamin, fent 


i¢ 


at the fagacity a 
demanded of him, what courfe he would ad- 
vife in the prefent cafe for the obviating of 
thofe difficulties to come. 
Regulation of expences; for pariimony, and 
the retrenching ct fuperfluities, would goa 
great way inthe work. Hewas of opinion al- 
fo, for Jaying up magazincs of corn in barns 
and cHewhere, to be deliver’d out by allow- 


* prevent the worft. So that if your majei- 


ven lean ones; and fo by the feven plump 
ears of corn, and the feven blafted oncs, is 
intimated feven years of plenty to come in 
Egypt; and after that {even morc of famine ; 
and by the lean oxen devouring the fat, and 
the blafted ears of corn, the full and plump 
ones, is given to underitand that the firit 
feven ycars will hardly be fufficient to fup- 
ply the f{earcity of feven others to come; 
which I take to be demonftrated inthis, that 
when the lean oxen had devoured the far, 
they were not yet fatisfied ; fo that moft 
certainly the extremity will be very great. 
Now God doth not reveal his fecret purpo- 
fes to mankind, only to terrify and afflict 
them; but for atimcly warning to them, 
that they may either provide againit or 
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ng informed that ftrangers 
deal for corn in Egypt, fent 


fes, or Oblivion, becaufe Jofeph’s better fortune Ephraim, 
made him forget the worfe ; the younger V- 51, 52. 
Ephraim, ‘or Reftitution, becaufe he Was re- 
inftated in the freedom of his anceftors. 
Josepn’s feven years of plenty in Egypt 
Were now paft, and in the. cighth began the 
famine, according to his prediction. ‘The ca- A Famine in 
lamiry was a furprize, and br 
titudes of people into diftrefs, flocking from 
all quarters about the king’s gatcs. 
upon Jofeph was prefently call’d, who took 
fuch care tor their relicf, that with one voice 
they celebrated him as the faviour of the na- 
tion. Nor did he open t 
people of the countr 
Jofeph reckoning upon 
of mankind are, 
that it is the duty 


Where- 


he ftorcs only to the 


but to foreigners alfo; 
it, that the univerfalicy 
in truth, all of a blood, and 


men in profperity to 
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that there was nothing 
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Chap. VI. 


to be done at court, but by his influence. 

Jofceph knew his brothers at firft fight, though 

they knew not him; for alas! he was taken 

away young, and age had alter’d his features, 

and given him the air and fafhion of quite an- 

other perfon 5 befides, that no bady could have 

expected Jofeph either in that country, or in 

that poft of authority. Finding himfelf not 

known, and not fo much as any fufpicion of 

him, Jofeph refolved within himfelf to make 

fome trial of his brothers, to fee how they 

ftood inclin’d ; and fo for a countenance, he 

not only denied them corn, but charged them 

ye- a8 fpics, and criminals of ftate. “ My friends, 

‘ fays he, you fay you are brothers, whereas 

‘ ** you appear to be no better than a cabal of 

for fpies,Ver- < Confpirators, and of feveral nations too. 

fi “* How can any body believe fo many extra~ 

“ ordinary perfons,’as you undoubtedly are, 

““to be only the fons of one private man? 

<* when hardly any prince can boaft of fuch 

=* an iffue.” Jofeph put this upon them to try 

zf he could pump out any thing concerning his 

Lather, and how matters had been managed in 

the family fince his time, and what was be- 

come of his brother Benjamin; for he was not 

@ little afraid left that they might have ferved 

tnim as they would have donc himfelf. ‘This 

wvay of procceding put them all into a confter- 

maton, they found themfelves in danger, and 

the end ofa long journey, as they thoughr, 

wholly difappointed. But fomething muft be 

faid however to clear themfelves from the im- 

piutation of fo foul a charge, and Rubel the 

cl deft brother, in the name of the reft, under- 

took the defence of the common caufe. “ We 

Rubel fpeaks ** are: not come hither, fays he, to pry into 

ior himlelf © matters of ftare, or attempt any thing upon 

see ee ** the perfon of the king, or the peace of his 

19-13. ss government. Ir is mere want of bread that 

“* hath driven us hither for refuge, or Imight 

** fay, that your humanity hath effeétually 

“* anvited us, in granting the freedom of your 

<* gmarkets for corn to ftrangers, as well as to 

“* syour own people, as we arc informed you 

“ Fhave. .That we are one man’s children, 

“© gnay in fome meafure be colleéted from the 

“ very re{emblance of our faces, and it is truc 

“* wwe are fo. Our father’s name is Jacob, by 

** birth an Hebrew. There were twelve fons 

*¢ of us that he had by four women, and fo 

* long as they all liv’d, things went well 

** enough with us; but one of the number, 

** whote name was Jofeph, being taken away, 

** we fell into misfortunes. Our father lives 

** {till a mourner for that lofs, and his incon- 

*€ folable forrows are no lefs an affliction at 

“" tlais day to us, than was the untimely death 

** oF our deareft brother. We come hither, 

“ urider your favour, to buy corn, and in our 

*€ abfence the care of our good father is com- 

“ mitted to our youngeft brother Benjamin. 

“* If it be doubted whether we fpeak truth 

“or not, itis but fending a meflenger to our 
“¢ father to learn the certainty.” : 

‘Tra1s was Rubel’s {pecch, for the fatisfac- 
tion of Jofeph, and on the behalf of himfelf 
and his brothers. Now Jofeph finding that 
his fachcr and brother were fafe and well; com- 
manded the brethren to be all taken into cuf- 
tody, upon pretence of calling them to a 
ftrictex account at better leifure. At three 
days end they were brought to him again; 
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* And well, my friends, fays Jofeph, here} 
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“you affirm to me that you are come hither 
“* without any malicious defign upon the go- 
“* vernment, and that you are all the ions of 
‘© the fame father Jacob. Now for the truth 
“ of all you fay, you fhall leave one of your 
“* brethren with me as an hoftage, that when 
“you fhalt have deliver'd the corn you come 
* jor to your father, you fhall return back 
* again, and bring along with you the other 
** brother that you fay you have left behind: 
** In the mean time your hoftage fhall be well 
“ ufed: this, and nothing elfe, will convince 
“* me that you are honeit men.” ‘Thefe words 
went to their hearts, for they fancied thern- 
felves upon the very brink of ruin: they de- 
plored their ill hap, and were continually cry~ 
ing out to one another, that all chis was only 
a divine vengeance that purfued thent for their Troubled in 
barbarity to their poor brother. Rubel repri- confcience 
manded them for the vanity and the folly of vponJoteph’s 
a late and unprofitable repentance; telling 3." 
them frankly, that there was no remedy but 
paticnce under the judgment of a jutt God, 
upon a wicked brood of brothers: ‘Thefe dii- 
ceurfes paffed among themfelves, in confidence 
that no body there underftood Hebrew. Ru- 
bel with this cutting liberty wounded thent 
to the fouls, lamenting one to another, why 
they could not think of this in time, and their 
confciences ftill fuggefting to them, that the 
wrath of God had juttly overtaken them. 
Thefe refleétions put the brothers into fuch a 
horror of defperation and confufion, that Jo- 
feph was fain to withdraw for fear of difco- 
vering himfclf, being no longer able to forbear 
weeping. After a little flay, he came in again, 
took Simeon for a pledge of their return, and 
gave them a licence for their corn; but af{er- 
vant was order’d underhand to convey the 
money they paid for it into their baggage, 
which was accordingly done, and fo they de- 
parted. 

Upon the return of Jacob's fons into Cha- Jacob’s fous 
naan, they told their father the whole ftory of return to 
their adventure in Egypt; how they were oe encts 
{cized for {pies, and could not be believed, ‘“*** 
cither that they were all brethren, or had left 
another brother behind them; fo that they 
were fore’d to leave Simeon for a pledge that The brothers 
they fhould come back again, and bring Ben-~ fent_ back for 
Jamin with them to vouch what they faid, pore 
begging carneftly of their father to let him go ene oee : 
without any further hefitation. Jacob was pledge, Ver. 
very much difpleafed, and highly difapprov’d 24. 
of what they had done, in leaving Simeon: 
but it cut him to the very heart, like a death- 
wound, to think of parting with Benjamin al- 
fo, though Rubel offer’d to anfwer with the 
lives of his own children for the other’s fafe~ 
ty and return. ‘Chey were in a dreadful per- 
plexity what to do; and nothing ftagger’d 
them more, than when they came to find their 
money in their facks. But their provifions 
wafting all this while, and their wants in- 
creafing, Jacob through compulfion, not incli- 
nation, was half in the mind fometimes to ven- 
tare his fon Benjamin with the reft; for there 
vas no thought of ever returning to Egypt, 
without keeping their conditions. ‘Their ne- 


ccffities prefled harder and harder upon them, 
and the brothers importunities were not want- 


ing neither; but nothing could move Jacob 
yet, till in the conclufion, Judas, a man of a 


bold and free fpirit, took che liberty to argue 


U the 





FLAVIUS JOSEPHUS of) Book II. 


order. By break of day the next morning, 

they fet forward on their journey, not in the The brothers 
leatt fufpecting any trick to be put upon them, depart, Gen. 
and mightily pleated at the thought that they *v- 3- 


7 








the cafe with his father aftcr another manner. 
““ Methinks, fays he to his fathcr, you are a 
“¢ little too folicitous for Benjamin. He muit 


a 


“ fybmit to the will of God, whether he be 
“¢ abroad or at home; and we are all to be 
“¢ delivered to a certain deftruétion in the lofs 
“< of Pharaoh’s friendihip, for fear of I know 
“¢ not what, that may poffibly befal our little 
* brother; but what will you fay now, if the 
“¢ Egyptians fhould deftroy Simeon, while you 
“¢ are demurring and trifling away time about 
“ Benjamin. ‘TTruft God in all events, and 
“ rett affared, that I will cither perifh myfelf, 
“ or bring him fafe home again.” Jacob was 
at length prevail’d upon, and deliver’d up the 
Jacob fends. child ; gave them double the price of the corn 
Benjamin with them, and prefents of the fruits of the 
eae Po land of Chanaan for Jofeph, the perfon with 
eS Ter they treated ; as balm, myrrh, turpen- 
tine, honey, &c. and fo with a tlood of tears 
on both fides, they tenderly parted 3 the father 
ir. a defperate anxiety for fear he fhould never 
fee his fons again, and the fons under as dif- 
mal apprehentions for fear this very feparation 
fhould be the death of their father. ‘They 
{pent a whole day upon this mournful fubjeét, 
and in the end Jacob betook himfelf to his fo- 
litude, and the fons profecuted their journey, 
in hopes of fomewhat to come that might ba- 
lance their prefent affliction. 

So foon as ever they came into Egypt, they 
addrefs’d themfelves to Jofeph; not a little 
concern’d for fear the moncy they found in 
their facks fhould be charg’d upon them as a 
cheat. But upon laying the matter before Jo- 
feph’s tteward, and telling him, how that find- 
ing their money in their facks without know- 
ing how it came there, they had now brought 
it back again to reftore it, the fteward anfwer’d 
them boldly that he knew nothing of the bu- 
finefs. Their hearts upon this were a little 
more at cafe, efpecially when they faw their 
Simeon fet at brother Simeon at liberty. Jofeph, by this 
liberty, Ver. rime was come from waiting upon the ‘king, 
23° and while they were making their prefents, 

he fell to asking them queftions; as how their 
father did, and the like; they told him well. 
His fears tor Benjamin were now over too; 
for he faw him in the- company, and asked 
them again, if that were the youngeft of the 
brothers, and they told him yes; whereupon 
he faid no more than this, “¢ God’s providence 
“ is over all things,” and fo went out, though 
againtt his will, to weep in private; for the 
emotions of natural affection had drawn tears 
into his eyes in fuch abundance, that he could 
not forbear venting them any longer. That 
Jofeph treats evening he gave them an invitation to fupper 
his brethren with him, where he ranged them in the fame 
atfapper, ~~ order they ufed in their father’s houfe, trear- 
eae 3%) 33>. ing them all with exceeding courtefy, but 
° Benjamin’s portion was double to any of the 
reft. 
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Arrer fupper, when the company was re- 
tir’d, Jofeph order’d the meafuring of their 
corn, and bad his fteward put the moncy into 
their facks as before, and to convey into Ben-~ 
jamin’s fack a certain filver cup that he himfelf 
had a particular fancy for, and always ufed to 
drink out of. This he did to try whether 
they would ftand by Benjamin, in cafe he 
fhould be charged with the theft, or abandon 
him in diftrefs, and fo return to their father 
without him. ‘This was all done according to 



































had got Simcon fafe, and Benjamin fo far on 
his way back again, according to thcir engage- 
ment. As they were travelling on, they tound 
themfelves allon a fudden furrounded with 
troops of horfe, amongft whom was the fer- 
vant who had put the cup into the fack. This 
furprize tranfporred them into clamours and 
exclamations againft the inhumanity of fuch a 
practice from the fame people who had but 


Jatt now treated them with fo much holpicalicy 


and honour. ‘The Egyptians, on the other 
fide, tax’d them with villany and ingratitude 
for returning only injuries, where they had 
received fo many civilities and benefits; and 
threatened they thould be fpecdily brought to 
condign punifhment, for the theft they had 
committed. They might, indeed, put tricks, 
they faid, upon the butler; but there was an 
all-fecing eye above that would certainly de- 
tect them. They had brought matters now 
to fuch a pafs, that there was nothing to be cx- 
pected but immediately to receive the juft 
reward of their treachery. At this infoient 
rate they infulted them, but the fervant above 
all the reft; infomuch, that they who were 
intirely ignorant of the plot, could not forbear 
reproaching the man with folly and indiferc- 
tion for accufing them of theft, who when 
they found the corn money in their facks, had 
the honefty to bring it back and reftore ir, 
though none befides their own confciences 
knew any thing of the matter; but fearching, 
they faid, would gain more credence, and. 
prove or difprove the fact better than the moft 
pofitive denial of it; and fo without any more 
words they offer’d up themfclves, bag and 
baggage, to the ferutiny ; and if any one of 
them ihould be found guilty, they were all 
willing to fuffer for it; fo fecurc did they 
reckon themfelves in the confcience of their 
own innocence. The Egyptians took them at 
their words, and fell to fearching; ‘¢ but 
‘¢ heaven forbid, they cried, if any one of 
“them fhould be deteéted, the ‘innocent 
“¢ fhould fuffer for the guilty.” They took 
them in order, and fo pafléd from one ‘to an- 
other, till they came at laft to Benjamin ; not 
that they were ignorant in whofe fack the cup 
was, but that they might feem to make 2 
more ftri¢t and methodical fearch. Ali the 
reft were now fafe and clear, and the whole 
concern they were now in was for him only: 
they confided, however, that he would’ be 
found as guiltlefs and innocent as themfelves, 
and therefore they might, they thought, take 
the more liberty and freedom to retort upon 
the Egyptians the ill language they had given 
them, and fhew their refentment of their 
troublefome and unneceflary impertinence,who 
{rom groundlefs fufpicions, and ill-founded 
conjectures of their difhoncfty, had ftopp’d 
them on the road, and been a confiderable 
hindrance to them in their journey. Being now 
come to Benjamin’s fack, ‘out came the filver Aca 
cup at once, which they 5 


thod of the contrivance would have born it. 
Upon this difcovery they all broke-out into 
tears, Cxtravagant actions, and paffionate la- 
Mentatlons, Waring their garments, and cry- 

ing 


that put it therein Benjamin’ 
could have found as well at firft, if the mc- fack,Ver# 
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ing out like men diftraéted, their brother was 
undone! what would become of that poor 
brother of theirs! how fhould they anfwer 
for him to his father! and then to mifcarry 
now too, when they thought all was over! 
“ Tr was not for nothing, they cricd, that the 
“ good man was fo unwilling to part with 
* him, and we mouft be prefling of him to Ice 
“ him go; fo that our father is ruin’d, and 
“ the blame of all this muft be laid at our 
“¢ door.’’ 

Tue officers carricd Benjamin away to fo- 
feph, and his companions went along with him. 


rhren ftanding round him in a forrowful con- 
dition, Jofcph looking upon them, reproach’d 
them in words to this purpofe; ‘* And is it fo 
“< then, fays he, ye vileft of men, that with- 
<¢ out any regard cither to the good offices of 
“ hofpitalicy, or to the difpenfations of divine 
*¢ providence, you jJhould put fo ungrateful 
“¢ an affront upon ‘your patron and benefac- 
“ ror?” The brothers interpofing their re- 
quefts, rhat their perfohs might be accepted of 
in exchange for that of their unfortunate bro- 
ther, and the punifhment due to his offence 
inflicted upon them inftead of him; and then 
they madc mention of Jofeph’s name over and 
over again, how happy it was for him that he 
was out of this mifcrable life, (at lcaft if he 
was fo,) or if yer living, how much it was 
tohis honour, if that the fevere vengeance of 
God fhould be infliéted upon them for his 
fake. ‘They went on, accufing and condemn- 
ing of themfelves, as the authors and inftru- 
ments of their father’s afflictions, in reviving 
and increaling his old forrows with the addi- 
tion of this new one ; Rubcl at every turn re- 
proaching them with the execrable wickednefs 
they had been guilty of with regard to their 
brother. Jofeph, as upon confideration, told 
them at length, thar truly for the innocent, as 
he did not think it fair to make one man bear 


fo neither dic he judge it reafonable to difcharge 
the offender at the inftance of the guiltlefs, 
or to punifh them all alike; whercfore, fays 
he, you may return when you pleafe, and it 
fhall be my care to provide you a fafe pafiage ; 
and for your brother, I fhall content myfelf 
with him alone for an example. 

Trese words ftruck them all dumb, fave 
only Judas, who was a man of wit and cou- 
rage, and the only perfon who perfuaded Ja- 
cob to part with his fon. This Judas took up 
a generous refolution, upon this occafion, of 
running any rifquc to fave him, as he had 
promifed his father; and hereupon applied 
himfelf to Jofeph in thefe words: “* We can- 
** not but coniefs, moft excellent governor, 
that the fact now in queftion is a heinous 
tranfgreflion, and a crime that deferves pu- 
nifhment. The guilt, it is crue, falls only 
upon one of us, and the youngeft; but 
though we are not allin fault, we are all 
ready yet to fufler for it. As to the poor 
young man, we fhould give him for loft, it 
it were not for the confidence we have in 
your clemency and goodncfs. We mut 
therefore appeal from the ftriét confidera- 
tion of the faét, to the benignity of your 
own nature; and to your native tendernefs, 
from the heat of your indignation, auger 
being a paffion only for narrow fouls; and 
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therefore we make no doube bur your vir- 
tuc and moderation will fet bounds to your 
difpleafurc ; for with fubmiffion, it would 
not be for your honour to detlroy a fore of 
people that voluntarily deliver up themfelves 
to your juftice, and defire only to become 
indebted for their lives to your mercy ; 
which in eficét would be but the bouncy of 
giving us the fame lives over again; for 
when we were in diftrefs for want of corn, 
what was it but the difpatch and gencrofity 
of your relicf, thar preferved us and our 
whole family from perifhing by tamine? 
now to rclieve men in excream necellity for 
for want of food, andto forgive an of 
tender that ftands in necd of a pardon, is 
but an efleét of the fame tenderncfs, in an- 
other way of exprefling it; the one faves 
the life, and the other {pares it. You are 
now but to fave whom you have fed for the 
very end of faving them ; which cnd is Jott, 
if you do not preferve the lives you have 
given ; and in fo doing we thall become your 
debtors, not only for the neceffarics of life, 
but for lite irfelf This occafion looks as if 
God himfelf, for your greatcr glory, had 
furnifhed cxpref{s matter for your virtue to 
work upon; and that the world may fee 
you are mercifal as well as liberal, and take 
more delight in doing good offices to others, 
than in revenging injuries done to yourtelf. 
It is, I muft confefs, 2 generous difpofition 
to be human and charitable; but there is no 
ornament that becomes greatnefs like cle- 
mency, cf{pecially when that clemency is 
exercis’d upon the forgiving of affronts of- 
fer'd to the forgiver himfelf. Now if it be 
praife-worthy to pafs over even the finalleft 
faults, it is little lefs than divine, for a 
man to moderate the refentment of a capital 
crime, and in his own café too. Itis not 
for the fake of our own fafery that I am 
thus folicitous, but out of a fenfe: of the 
anxious tendernefs of a father for a child, 
wh ich Tam the more fenfible of, by the 
experience I have had of the violence of 
my father’s paffion upon the lofs of our 
dear brother Jofeph. We fhould not think 
our own lives worth the ftrugegling for, 
were it not for the deplorable conf{equences 
that our ruin would bring upon our aged fa~ 
ther when we are gone; faving that we 
have fome fort of ambition likewife to be~ 
come indebted to your virtue, and to de- 
clare ourfelves the monuments of your fame 
and goodnefs. We do not beg, nor are we 
fo much concerned for ourfelves, though 
we be a company of young men in the prime 
and vigour of our youth, who have tafied as 
yct but little ofthe pleafures and enjoyments 
of lite, as for an antient father, a perfon 
wafted with age and cares, It is in his 
name, and for his fake only, that we implore 
your compaffion upon us his fons, who have 
all rendered themfelves obnoxious to pu- 
nifhment by this day’s mifdemeanour. He 
hinvfelf is undoubtedly a good man, and it 
is none of his fault if we are not fo too. 
He has a thoufand griefs and terrors upon 
him at this day, for fear we return nor in 
fatety;, and it were great pity fo worthy a 

erfon fhould fuffer under fo mortal a ca- 

amity. When he fhall hear that we are 


dead, and upon what account, he will moft 
“* infal- 
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“ infallibly die likewife. The fingle thought 
‘€ of the infamy, nay, the very rumour of It 
“ will kill him. We cannot deny, atter all 
“ this, the provocation to be great, and your 
** difpleafure juft; but we may yet petition, 
* that the vengeance for it may not fall upon 
“ our innocent father, and that for his fake 
‘© you will be gracious to us. Be pleafed but 
to confider his age and his condition, and 
you may conclude thar when we are gonc, 
he neither can nor will live without us. 
Conlider but our father in your own, and 
then in ours the common cafe of all fathers. 
* There is fomething facred in the very name 
“ of father, as being an appellation which 
God himfelf vouchfafes to affume; and 
“ God the father of all will certainly blefs 
“© you and your pofterity, for all the good you 
** jhall do under the honour of that common 
“ name, and on the behalf of a father that 
“© otherwife muft be left childlefs. Our lives 
** arc in your hand, and it is at your choice 
whether to give or take; the one you may 
do with juftice, and the other will be an 
act of grace; and having both indifferently 
in your power, you may grant the latter in 
imitation of God himielt, without putting 
the other to the ftrefs, and employ your 
prerogative for the good and preiervation of 
mankind. Now the more lives you fave, 
the more honourable will be your famc, 
and in preferving our brother, you preferve 
us all; for upon his fafety depends ours, and 
we are never to fee our father again without 
him ; fo that whatever he fuffers, we mutt 
fuffer too. WNcither have we, moft illuftrious 
governor, any thing more to crave, if we 
cannot obtain this, than that we all may 
be join’d in the punifhment, as if we had 
been complices in the faét; which would 
be much eafier to us, than to be fore’d by 
an infupportable defpair to lay violent hands 
upon ourfelves. I might offer further on 
his behalf, that he is young, and has not 
feen much of the world; and that under 
thefe circumftances it is a very rare thing to 
put people to extremitics. But to come to 
a conclulion, if we are condemn’d for want 
of a competent defence, it muft lie at my 
door; if acquitted, we fhall afcribe ic wholly 
to your generofity and goodnefs; adding 
this further to your honour, that in the fa- 
ving of us you give us a new life, and con- 
fule better tor us than we could do for our- 
* felves; bur if icfhall yet be found abfolutely 
** neceflary that fomewhat be done for the fa- 
tisfaction of a rigorous juftice, I mutt affec- 
tionatcly befeech you to accept of me in the 
place of my brother, that I may abide his 
punifhment, and the young man be fent 
away to his father. Or if the fentence fhould 
be flavery, my body may be able to do you 
the better fervice of the two; and Iam 
ready indifferently to fubmit cither to the 
one or to the other.” 
Wuew Judas had faid and offer’d all that 
was pollible toward the pacitying of the go- 
vernor, and the ealing of his brother, he threw 
himfelf at Jofeph’s tcer, and all the reft after 
him, in a joint mediation tor Benjamin. 
Joseps by this time found him{¢lf fo over- 
come with tenderncls and natural aflcétic ny 
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thac he could no Yonger adit the part of an 
angry judge, and theretore he order’d all that 
were prejent to witindraw, that he might make 
himfelf known to Ihis brethren, without any 
witnelles ; fo that Fhaving got them by them- 
felves, he made a difcourte to chem to this 
effect: “¢ I cannot, fays he, but be exceedingly 
“© delighted to find you fo friendly and com- 
pafionate to your brother; which I mut 
confefs exceeded my expectation, confidering 
fome paft circumftanees in my own cafe that 
were not fo gooct-natur’d. Ir was my end, 
in-what I have mow done, to make fome 
trial of your brotherly love upon this occa- 
fion; which I have now receiv’d fo {air a 
proof of, thar I cannot impute any thing 
you ever did againtt me to gall or malicc3 
bet the hand of God was in it, whofe pre- 
vidence hath novy made ufe of that aétion, 
as the means of a prefent comfort to you, 
“in giving us the hope of greater bleffings 
yet to come, by the continuance of God’s 
favour and proté<tion. But fince ] am now 
come to underftamd that my futher is in fuch 
a ftate, as Tcould. better with than expect, and 
my brothers the tender men that they ought 
to be, all paft injurics are as if they had 
never been; and I am rather to give you 
my thanks, as the inftruments of divine pro+ 
vidence for our common advantage, than 
to upbraid you now with former actions, 
which at that time perhaps carried a coun+ 
tenance of evil: and pray let thefe things be 
forgotten on your part too, and fet your hearts 
at reft, without difcompofing yourfelves for 
errors not to be recall’d, and jor lewd pur- 
pofes that never took cfictt, fince it hath 
pleafed God to bring good out of evil. Go 
your ways back therefore to your father, with 
all joy and comfort, and tell him the won- 
dertul things that God hath donc for you. 
Go and difpatch, for tear of any difatter his 
very gricf and appreheniion may bring up- 
on him elfe before you fee him, which would 
utterly biaft alk the hopes I have of happi- 
nefs, both in the fight of him, and in an 
enjoyment with him of all the bleffings that 
Tam poficfs’d of; wherefore be gone, and 
‘make hafte back again; and be fure you 
bring my father, your wives, childrcn, and 
all your kindred along with you; for I 
fhould be loth to have my dearcft friends at 
fuch a diftance from mc, when there are five 
years of famine yet more to come.” With 
thefe words Jofephh embrac’d his brothers, who 
could not but burft out into tears and lamen- 
tations, reflecting upon their wicked practices 
againft him. But nothing went nearer their 
hearts, than to corfider how bafely they had 
dealt with fo worthy a brother. After this a 
fumptuous banquet being prepared, they all 
{eafted together. 

Wuen the king came to underftand that Jo-~ 
feph’s brothers were come, the news was as 
welcome to him as if fome great good fortune 
had befallen him, infomuch that he order’d 
wagons with corn, gold, and filvcr to be fent, 
and prefents for their father, befide what Jo- 
feph gave them; tome for the father, fome tor 
the brothers themfelves, bur the beft of all for 
Benjamin, and fo they return’d. 
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jofeph make 
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brethren, 


Gen, xlv. 5, 


Jofeph fends 
his brothers 
for their fa. 
ther, &c. 
Ver. 13. 
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Issacuar had jour fons; Thutas, Plauas, ia 
Phu 


CHAP. VIL Jafob, and Samaron. ates 

oh 4 ABULON had three fons; Sarad, Elon, and ce 

Yacob heating how [plendidly his. fon Fofeph liv'd Jalel. - lon, fables’. 
ia Egypt, repairs to him there with his family. Jacos had: thefe children by Leah; x<he 
: carry’d with her her daughter Dinah; and all 
thefe together amount to the number of thirty 

threc perfons. : 

Jacos had over and above, by Rachel, Jo- 


The hiftory L PON the atrival of Jacob’s fons with 
of Joteph’s their father, they told him the whole 
adventures, “Hiftory of Jofeph’s adventures: How he was 1 ov 
Ver. 20 27° nor only living, after fo long and fada mourning feph and Benjamin. 

for him, but in great power and fplendor: Pha- Joseru had two fons; Manafles and E~ 


raoh’s firft minifters; and, next to the king him- phraim. : 

felf, the moft eminent perfon in his dominions. Brewyamtin had ten fons; Bolan, Baccha ris, V. ar. Belali. 
Jacob made no difficulty of belicving what was Afabel, Gera, Naaman, Ics, Ros, Momphis, a co 
told him, but enter’d into a contemplation of Opphis, and Arad: And thefe fourteen perfons ib. Eu Roms 
God’s infinite Grace and favour to him, 


tho’ | added to the other thirty three, make the nuzm- jp) KLuppim, 
for fome time fecmingly difcontinued, and 


fo | ber of forty feven. "Thefe were Jacob’s le gi- and lduppim, 
without any delay, he and his people haften’d | timate fons, belide Dan and Nephthali, which aod Ard. 
away to Joleph. he had by Bilhah. a 
Wuen Jacob came to the well called the Dan had but one fon; and he called him Yer 33, He 
‘ 1m 


Well of Oath, he offer’d up a facrifice; bur! Ufis. ; ey ae 
Nepuruatrt had four fons; Jefel, Guni, It veree de ” 


fares, and Scllim; and thefe added to thote fuser, and 
above, make the number of fifty iour. Shillem. 
Jacoxn had alfo by Zilpah, Gud and Affer, 


dand which God had promis’d him. He had Gap had feven fons ,; Saphonias, Augis, Su- Mien ot 


fome fcruple too, leaft God fhould ftrike him | !s, Azabon, Acrin, Eroed, and Aricl, _ Bade st iin 
and his family with fome judicial calamity, c-| Assen had one daughter, Sarah, and tix forss; Esbon, E44, 
ven for undertaking the prefent journey, with- Jomnes, Ifus, Huis, Baris, Abar, and Melchicl. Arcai, Areli: 
out imploring counfel and dircétion from a- Now thefe fifteen added to the other fifty four, Wer. a7. Jim- 
bove; or that he himfelf thould dic before he | if we include Jacob, amount, as 1s faid before, re toe 
came to Jofeph. As he lay pondering with } to the exact number of feventy. afiad-serale <2 
thefe thoughts in his head, he fell faft afleep ; As they were advancing upon the way,. Judas cheir Sifter : 
and God appeared to him in a vifion, calling | went before with the intclligence to Joiceh, Thesons of 
him twice by his name. Jacob asked who was | that Jacob was coming, who prefently fet out Berish, He~ 


: : or,and Mal- 
God appears there, andthe vifion made him anfwer, “ Haft : 


to reccive him, and they metat a place cali *d pene 
to Jacobina © thou forgotten thy God then, Jacob? the Heropolis. Jacob, at the grecting, had like yy greeting 
vilion, Ver.2-*€ God of thy forefathers that never failed, ci- 


to have expir’d in a tranfport of joy; and Jo- of Jacob and 

“€ ther them or their pofterity; in a time of | feph’s furprize was not much lefs: But his ow-n Ue Ne a 

«© need ? That God who appointed you the { danger did not hinder him from taking care on. me 

“ head of your family, contrary to your fa- { his father, being the weaker of the two. A Gothen 

* ther’s intent; and when you went fingle in- { ter this, he took five of his brethren alon gs 

“© to Mefopotamia, bleffed you with an adyan- { With him, and_pofted away to the king wich 

“* tageous match, and-brought you back again} the tidings of their arrival, ordering the rest 

“¢ fall of wealth and children? ‘That ‘God who | to advance by eafy journeys. "The king was 

“ hath ftill becn the prote¢tor and guardian of | very glad of the news, and enquir’d of J ofeph 

“© your family, and advanced your fon Jofeph, | what bufincfs or profeffion they chietly apply’ct 

“© whom you gave for loft, to a degree of ho-| themfelves to. Jofeph anfwer’d, that their 

“ nour next to the king in Egypt? Iam now | employment was wholly pattoral, and thar they 

** coming to be your conduétor in your prefent minded nothing elfe. He gave this anfwer for 

“* Journey, and to foretel you, that you fhall| tworeafons: Firft, tokeep them together tha t 

“ end your days in the arms of your fon Jo-$ they might be within diftance of ferving their 

“< feph, that your pofterity fhall be powerful { father: Secondly, to prevent ftrife and emula— 

« and famous for many ages, and come at laft{ tlon with the Egyptians, by interfering wirla 

*€ to the land I have promis’d them.” any of their commiffions; for thefe people 
Jacob advan- Jacos, putting confidence in this vifion,! Were not allow’d to_concern themfelves ine 
_ &estowards marched chearfully on himfelf toward Egypt,} flocks and paftures. Jacob, upon his arrival, jacob cou- 
' Egypt, Ver. and his people, to the number of feventy per-| was brought before the king, who asking him duéted to 
pee fons. ‘Their names arc a little uncouth, and I| his age, he told him, an hundred and thirty = po 
fhould have paffed them over, but for the fa-| Pharaoh feeming mightily furpriz’d at hisgrear >t xlvil. 


. : . = ? Ty 8, * 
tisfaction of thofe that will have us to be E~] age, Jacob added further, that his anceftors Helapalis 
gyptians, not Mefopotamians. * 


commonly liv’d a great while longer; fo the affign’d Ja- 
The children“ Jacos had twelve fons. Jofeph being gone} king appointed Jacob, and his fons to go and cob forhis 
c * 7 . 

of Jacob, = away before, we fhall only give an account 


Jacob facri- 
fices at Beer- 
fheba, Gen. fomewhat unecafy within himfelf, for fear the 
slvi I. plenty of Egypt fhould debauch his fons, and 
tempt them to fettle therc, and. fo. diyert. his 
poftcrity from returning to Chanaan, and the 









live in Heliopolis, where the king had his Hebitation. 
en.xlvil. Ir. 


Ver8,&e. now of the reft feverally, and of their iffuc. |_| flocks and fhepherds. — Hames. 
Rusex had four fons; Anoch, Phallcs, Tur famine at this time increafed grievoufly The famine 
Gen. xIvi. 9. Effaron, and Charmi. in Egypt, and no redrefs. The overflowing of increafesin 
Feet Simeon had fix fons; Jumil, Jamin, Ohad, | the Nile that was wont to water the country, Egypt, V. 13. 
id and make it iruittul, wasfufpended, no rain at 


Jachin, Zoar, and Shaul. , 
Ver. rr, Levi had three fons ; Gerfhon, Chaath, and Jall, and the generality of the people, for want 


Coath. Merari. of forefight, utterly withour ftores, and no 

ke 7. = 

yerta, She- — Jupas had three fons; Salah, Phares, and | grain tobc had burt for ready money ; and when 

a Zerah, Latah. . thac taild, they gave their land, cattle, and 

"eriz.Ha- |” Puares hadtwo fons; Efron, and Amyr.  {flaves, in exchange for ae By this ee 
all 


Zaah, 


So 


all came into the king’s hands, while the mifc- 
rable multitude went, fome one way, and fome 
another, fubmitting to any mifery rather than 
flarving ; only the pricfts preferv’d their free- 
dom, and their eftates. “This necefliry in the 
conclufion made the people’s minds as {ervile 
as their bodies; for they accounted nothing 
mean or fcandalous that would procure them 
bread in their mouths, which way foe ver they 
came at it. ; 

Uron the return of the Nile to its ufual 
ftate, and courfe of watering and refrefhing 
the carth, the famine began by degrees to abate, 
and every thing to return to the condition it 
was in before. Jofeph hereupon vitite dall the 
great towns and citics, call’d the pcople to- 
gether, and put them into pofleffion of their 
tands again, which they had parted with to 
the king, referving a fifth part of the profits 
of them as a duty to the royal prerogative; 
charging them to be as good husbands tor the 
King as they would for themfelves, if the 
grounds were entirely their own. ‘Khe. men 
were fo furpriz’d with joy at this wnlook’d 
for reftitution, that they fell prefently to work 
upon tillage and improvement. T'his moft 
generous picce of juftice did mightily advance 
Jofeph’s intereft and authority, and. engage 
the affection of the people to the king. And 
after this conceffion, the aforcfaid faith part 
was fettledby an aét of fate upon the crown 
for ever. 


The famine 
abutes. 








CHAP. Vit. 
The death of Faccb, and of Fofeph. 


Jacob dies in HEWN Jacob had been feventeen 


the arms of V 
his children, arms of 
Gen. xlviil. 
xlix. 


his children, wif 
profperity, and foretelling 


he laid his commands upon them to receiye 
Jacob recom- Ephraim and Manafles, Jofeph’s children, into 
their number, when they fhould comre to thare 
the land of Chanaan, (but of this hercafter ; 
defiring them at Jaft, that his body might be 
buried in Hebron. He died at a hundred and 
forty feven years of age, not inferior for picty 
and virtue to any of his predeceflors, and by 
the goodnefs of God he was crown’d with all 
forts of bleffings. Jofeph, with the king’s 
leave, caufed his body to be tranfported to 
Hebron, where ic was magnificently buried. 
The folemnity being over, the brothers made 
a great difficulty of going back again, for fear 
Icait Jofeph fhould exccute revenge on them, 
now the father was dead, and no body leit 
that could interpofe to hinder mifchicf; but 
Jofeph foon dilpoffeffed them of thcir tears, 
and prevail’d with them to return with him 
back again; beftowing upon them large pof- 
feffions, and upon all occafions treating them 
with the moit generous re{pect imaginable. 
After this Jofeph alfo died, at the age of a 


menis E- 
phraim and 
Manaftes to 
his fons, Gen, 
xlyilt. 


The death 


and character hundred and ten years, 
of Jofeph. - 
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years 
in Egypt, he oy this Life in the 

ing them plenty and 
them that their iffue 
thould in time to come poflefs part o£ the land 
of Chanaan, which came aftcrwards to pafs. 
He mightily recommended to them the gene- 
rofity of Jofeph, for his goodnefs, in return- 
ing only kindnefies and benefits for the moft 
provoking of injuries; and expreffing sore ten- 
dernefs for his mortal enemics, than was ufual 
with others to the beit of friends; wherefore 














a man of the ttriéteit| 


SEPHUS of Book II. 


and moft exact virtue; of profound wifdom 
and prudence, and one who made fo modett 
a ufe of his power, that no calumny, no not 
fo much as that of Petepher’s wife, nor the 
confideration of his being a forcigner was of 
any differvice to him. In fine, he mafter’d all 
difficulties, and was advanced to the higheft 
ftation in the government, which he enjoy’d 
without cither the envy or cenfure of any per- 
fon whatfoever. The reft of the brethren 
liv’d and died happily in Egypt too, and. 
their bodies afterward, by their pofterity, were 
tranfported to Hebron,’ and there interr’d. 
The bones of Jofeph were laft of all carricd 
out of Egypt, “when the Hebrews relinquifh’d 
the country, according to his own appoint- 
ment, and the oath which he made his fons 
{wear to him before he died. As to the hif- 
tory and adventures of thefe people, and how 
they made their way into the land of Cha- 
naan, we fhall treat of ict in another place. 
But it fhould be firft feen how they came to 
quit the land of Egypt. 








CHAP. IX, 


The miferable flavery of the Hebrews in Eg ypt. 
for four hundred years. Lhe birth of Mofis. 
and the providence of his prefervation, by the 
uicans of Pharaoh's daughter, 


(HE Egyptians are naturally a pecvith, The Egyp- 
lazy fort of people, abandon’d to their tians a luxu- 
pleafures, and their very fouls fer upon world- at a te 
ly riches, let them come which way they will, People: 
So that it was no wonder they fhould caft an 
envious cye upon the Hebrews, whom the 
found ( juft in a contradiétion to their habe) 
a laborious, induftrious people, abounding in 
men and treafure; a people, in fhort, whofe 
happinefs they were not able to bear; belide 
a jealoufy they had that their increafe in wealth 
and number might make them dangerous. 
Jofeph’s old fervices being now forgotten, and 
the government of Egypt tranilated into an- 
other family, the Hfraclirces were no longer 
treated as friends, but as flaves; for all fervile The Egrp- 
and coarfe offices of drudgery were impofed tian livers, 
upon them, even to the degree of putting ae ee 
their wits to work, to find our new ways of * 
vexation and oppreffion. They put them to 
the draining of rivers into chanels, walling of 
towns, cafting up of dikes and banks, to keep 
off inundations; nay, the erecting of phantaf- 
tical pyramids, forcing them upon the learning 
of feveral paintul trades, and tying them up to 
a perpetual reftlefinefs of labour: this was 
their life for a matter of four hundred years. 
‘The Egyptians, on the one hand, ftriving to 
kill as many of them as they could by hard 
labour, while the Hraclites on the other, pa~ 
ticntly made the beft of their misfortunes in 
ell difficulties. 
Wuute the Egyptians were thus intent up- 
on the deftroying of them, there went a difz 
courfe about, that made their malice againt 
them yet more implacable, even to the degree i 
of refolving to root them out from off the face 
of the carth. There was a certain {cribe, as 
they call’d him, a man highly eftcern’d for his A prophecy 
Predictions, who told the king that there was of # Hebe) 
a Hebrew child to be born about that time, ae ea : 
who would be a {courge to the Egyptians, and the Egyp- 
advance tians. 
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Chap. 


An order to 
drownall the 
Hebrew 
males, Ver.46. 


Amarany’s 
praver for the 
Hebrews. 


“God anfwers 


Amaram ina 
vifion, 


I. 


advance the glory of his own nation; and, if 
he liv’d to grow up, would be a man eminent 
for virtuc and courage, and make his name fa-~ 
mous to pofterity. The king was fo affrighted 
at this prediction, that by the counfel of the 
feribe, he order’d the Egyptian midwives care- 
fully and ftrictly to attend the labours of all 
the Hebrew women; preferving the {emales, 
and cafting the males into the river. He com~ 
mitted this truft to the. Egyptians, as the leait 
likely to be partial ; and upon pain of death 
to them and their family, who fhould prefume 
to conceal any child, or act contrary to this 
command. 

Tuer barbarity of this bloody decree look’d 
feveral ways; farft, as ic dcpriv’d fo many pa- 
rents of their children; fecondly, as it made 
thofe parents themfelves acceflary to the mur- 
der of their own iflue 5 and then_again, as 
they had in profpeét an utter extinction of the 
whole race, for want of males to continue it, 
they were now brought to the lait extremicy. 
But there is no oppoting of craft_and violence 
to God’s will and providence; for this child, 
of whom the {eribe had foretold, was born and 
brought up privately and fafe, in defpite of all 
precautions, and liv’d to make good the feribe’s 
predictions. ‘Ehe matter was carried thus: 

Tuere was one * Amaram, a Hebrew, a 
man of eminent quality and credit, who found 
himfelf in a great ftreight upon this decree, 
both in a publick and a private fenfc, one way, 
out of a refpeét to the whole nation that was 
to be extirpated by it; the other, in regard to 
his own particular, for his wife was then with 
child. In this diftrefs of forrow he offer’d up 
a prayer to Almighty God, “ That he would 
“look down in pity upon a people that had 
« never departed irom his worthip; that he 
would guide and protect them, and in his 
good time put an cnd to a calamity that 
ftruck at no lefs than the rooting out of the 
whole ftock.”? His prayer was heard, and 
God appear’d to him in a dream, telling him, 
“¢ ‘That as he had not forgotten the piety of 
“ his predeceflors, fo neither would he fail 
“© to reward thei as he had done their ancef- 
“¢ tors;” encouraging Amaram to hope for 
betrer things. ‘ It was I, faid the vifion, 
““ who made you fo mighty a nation from fo 
“ {mall a beginning; that brought Abraham 
“in his own fingle perfon out of Mefopota- 
<¢ mia Into Chanaan, and befide, other blef- 
“ fings, gave him children by a woman, who 
<< according to the courfe of naturc, was paft 
*¢ child-bearing, and left vaft pofieffions tc 
“¢ rhofe who came after him; to Ifhmael the 
“¢ country of Arabia; Troglodytis to the chil- 
s© dren of Cheturah, and to Ifaac the land of 
«© Chanaan. You cannot ‘(without extreme 
<¢ wickednefs and ingratitude) forget the glo- 
<¢ yy and fuccefles of all your exploits when I 
“¢ fought your battles. My bleffings upon Ja- 
“ cob and his poftcrity, who of > feventy 
“© perfons only that came into Egypt, are at 
“© prefent multiplied to fix hundred thoufand. 
“¢ "The vifion alfo affur’d him, that he would 
“¢ provide for the common good of them all, 


the Antiquities of che JEws. 


and for hiamfelf in particular; for the child 
that the E¢gyptians ftood in fuch dread of, 
and for whole fake all the Hebrew males 
were to be put to death; that child, the 
vifion faid, fhould be born to him, come 
happily into the world, efcape all fpics, have 
an education provided tor him, beyond what 
could be exxpected, and in good time deli- 
ver the Ifraclites from the Egyptian bondage, 
and make his name glorious to eternity, 
* through all nations. This, and more, fays 
the vilion, will I do for you and yours; 
and he fhalk have a brother whom I will ho- 
nour with the high-pricfthood, and it fhall 
defcend from him to his heirs for ever.” 
AMARAM, Upon waking, gave his wife Jo- 
chabel the hiftory of this vilion, and the dif- 
courfe put then both in great perplexity what 
to think of ir; for they were now not only fo- 
licitous for the child, but to the higheft de- 
gree incredulous alfo of the wonderful good 
things that were to come to pafs; but aftcr a 
while, Jochabel fcll in labour, and her pains 
fo fhort and eaiy, that all was over before the 
Egyptian midwives could take noticeof it; 
by which providence they were brought to 
have more faith in the vifion. After rhe child 
had been kept clofe three months, Amaram at 
lait, for fear of a difcovery that would de 
{troy tather, mother, child, and all at once, 
and likewife difappoint the prediction, deter- 
min’d to leave all to providence, reafoning up= 
on it after this manner: If the child could be 
concealed, (as it was very difficult to do it, 
and. very hazarcious to attempt it,) they mutt 
live in danger every moment; but as to the 
power and veracity of God, they made no 
doubt of it, or of his ability to fave them ; 
fo that whatever he had promifed, he would 
certainly bring to pafs. Upon this difcourfe 
they came to a refolution, and made a {mall 
cradle of bulrufhes, + fit for their purpofe 5 
twilted them together, pitched the joints, and 
when they had made it tight, and drefled ir 
to hold water, they put in the child, and fo 
committed them to the river, and to God’s 
mercitul protection. In this manner it was fet 
a-float, and the ftream carried it along. || Ma- 
tiam the child’s fifter was fent by her mother’s 
order to watch it on the other fide of the ri- 
yer, and fce what became on’. This may 
ferve now to convince mankind, that it is in 
vain for human wifdom to think of defeating 
che will and pleadure of the Almighty; and ta 
inftract us, that chey, who for their own inte- 
reft or fecurity, meditate mifchief to other 
men, though with never fo much art and ade 
drefs, fhall probably meet with many difap- 
pointments inthe end; as they on the conrra- 
ry, that chearfull-y refign up themfelves to the 
good pleafure of God, fhall find relief, even 
by miracle, where ordinary means fail; as in 
the cafe of this iranocent child. 
Tuermurutis, the king’s daughter, was at 
this time taking the air upon the bank of the 
Nile, and happening to fee fomewhat pafs 
floating along the current, fhe prefently fen 
out fome twimmersto bring it a-fhore; which 





* Vid. Amram. J Sec above Chap. VII. 


+ This by fome called a rufh, by others a reed, was a flaggy fhrnb of great udé among the antients, which grew 
ta the height of ten feet, chiefly inthe marfhes of Egypt, and the ftagnated places of the river Nile, of which they 


made cloaths, mats, ropes, fails, failing-veflels, Scc. as Pliny informs us, B.XUE. co a1, 


paper of the antients. 
|| Scr. Miriam. 
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him that fhe came to prefent him wich a fuc» 
ceflor, in cate he fhould die without mule ifiue. 
“© ‘This (lays the) isthe fweertcft cowardly child 
“ tharever wasborn. I have brought it up my 
‘¢ felf, and it was the bounty of the river Nile 
“ that deliver’d ic into my arms. ‘This child 
* do I intend to adopt, and make yourtclfa 
“ prefene of ic for your fucceflor.’? “With Thermuthis 


$2 













examin’d, proved a farr 


when it came to be : v 
kind of cradle or 


goodly child, cxpos’d ina * 
basket, as aforefaid, which the princefs was cx- 
cecdingly delighted _withal. Such was the 
grace and ¥avour of Godto Mofes, that he was 
preferv’d, brought up, and provided for, by 


thofe very perfons that were in the defign of 


jechabel the 
mother nurf 
es it, Ver. 8. 


Why call’d 
Motes, V. ro. 


Mofes the 
fixth from 
Abraham. 


Mofes a mi- 
racle of a 


child. 


cutting off the whole race of the Hebrews tor 
his fake. , 
women to becall’d to give itfuck: But fevcral 
being brought, and try’d, one after another, 
the child curn’d away with fuch an averfion, 
that they could not make it take the breatt. 
‘Mariam being there prefent, and decmingly 
more out of curiofity or by chance, than any 
thing of cozcern or bufinefs, the told the princcis 
that this would never do; .‘¢ For, (fays fhe) if 
“ this child be of one country, and the nurf{c 
“ of anothier, it is poflible the milk of a ftran- 
“ eer will not agree with it: Bue it there 
& Was ever abiebrew woman, the child would 
“ perhaps allow that to fuckle it’? ‘Phat 
which Mariam faid feem’d fo reafonable, that 
the princefs order’d her to try if fhe could get 
fach a nuric herfelf. 

Sus went away prefently to look after onc, 
and in a ‘hort time brought the real mother 
herfelf (whom no body there knew) to make 
the experiment. She had no fooner offer’d it the 
preaft, but the child immediatcly fell to draw- 
ing and ficking it with all the cagernefs that 
could be. And the princefs obferving it, de- 
fir’d Jochabel to take charge of the intant; 
which fhe very readily accepted of The child 
had a narme given him according to the cvent 
of the providence, and it was called Mo-Yfes: 
* Mo, in the Egyptian language fignifying wa- 
ter, and Wfes, as much as_prefery’d: So that 
putting them together, Moyfes fignifics pre- 
ferv’d out of water. This Mofes, beyond all 
controverfy, proved in time the wifeft man in 
the whole nation of the Hebrews, which was 
but according to what God had foretold of him. 
He was the fixth generation from Abraham : 
Amaram his father being the fon of Caath; the 
fon of Levis the fon of Jacob; the fon of I- 
faac; who was the fon of Abraham. 

As hegrew up, he thew’d a pregnancy of un- 
derftanding much above thofe of his years. 
Nay, the very gaiety of his little plays and 
fports was not without fomewhat of ferious and 
inftructive in it: Doing every thing with fuch 
agrace, thatin his very childhood he gave the 
world to underftand what might be expected 
from him in time to come. Atter three years 
of age, he camcto be fucha miracle of a child, 
for beaut and comelincfs of itature, that peo- 
ple would ftop and ftand gazing at him with 
delight and admiration whenever they faw him; 
and there appeared fuch a charming fweetnels 
and winning graccfulnefs in his mien, that it 
wrought upon the moft unfociable and morofe 
of men: DNor did he fo much as move any 
where, but all eyes were upon him; and let 
people be upon néver fuch urgent bufinefs, or 
fo much in hatte, it was with difficulty and un- 
willingne{s that they departed trom him. 

So .it was, in fine, that Thermuthis, out of 
a pure affection to the child, and wanting itluc 
ot her own, took a refolution to adopt him for 
her fon; carry’d him to her father, and told 









So that Thermuthis order’d_ fome -thefe words fhe gave the child into the h 


of her father. Phe king recciv’d him, and 
with an affeétionate tendernefs, prefling him 
towards hisheart, took off his crownto gratify 
his daughter, and placed it upon the child’s 
head; who wantonly turning itup and down, 
létic drop tothe ground ; the child, after thar, 
trampling upon it with his fect. This paflage 
was look’d upon as an ill omen to the king and 
his government: 
ing then at hand) vehemently cry’d out a 
to have the boy kill’d; for that is the child, 
(fays he to the king) that fforctold you world 
be the deftruction of Egypt, and he has now 
confirm’d the prophecy by the affront he has 
put upon your government, in trampling your 
crown under his feet. ‘This is he, in fine, by 
whofe death alone you can promife yourlelf to 


Ibe fecure ; and take him bur away once, the 


Hebrews have nothing more to hope for, nor 
the Egyptians to fear. ‘Thermuthis, upon this 
outcry, took him inftantly away without any 
oppofition from the king, it being God’s. will, 
for the good of Mofes, that he fhould give no 
heed to what he faid. ‘The princefs gave him 
all the advantages of a generous and polite 
education, which put the Hebrews in hope of 
fome great good that was fhortly to accrue to 
them. The Egyptians on the other fide,were 
as jealous of mifchicf, but having no profpect 
of any fucceffor to the crown whom they could 
hope to be much the better for, the bloody 
defign of putting him to death dropt. 











CHAP. xX. , 
The war of Mofes with the Ethiopians. 


‘EUS was Mofes born, and brought up; 

i and till, as he advanc’d farther into the 

world, he gave every day more and more proots 

of his charaéter and courage, and of what 

confequence his valour and conduct mighr be, 

cither to his friends or his enemies. As for 
example : 


vidence. 


Infomuch that the feribe (be- Mofespre- 


loud ferv’d bye 
fpecial pre~ 


ands adopts hin, 
and pretonts 
him ro her 
father. 


Tue Ethiopians made an inroad upon the TheFthiop- 


borders of Egype, rifling and fpoiling that part 
ef the country. The Egyptians highly re- 
fented the affront, and march’d out againft 
them with an army to revenge both the dif- 
honour and the injury they had fuffer’d. Ic 
came to a battle, and the Egyptians were rout- 
ed; fome kill?’d in the action, and others 
thamefully beaten home again. The Ethiopians 
were fufficiently puffed up with this fuccefs, 
and follow’d the blow fo clofe, that they were 
not without fome hope of over-running even 
their whole country. They burnt and ra- 
vaged without controul, took booty in abun- 
dance, and carried all before them without re- 
fittance ; infomuch that they march’d to Mem- 
phis itfelf, and fo to the fea, and all without 
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Sealiger in his notes upon the fragment of Berofus, p. 48. confutes this etymologyof Mofes, which the f{criprure 


frems to countenance. 
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dies, and committing terrible Naughter upon 
their people. ; 

~Tuis victory of Mofes infus’d new life and 
vigour into the Egyptians, while che Ethio- 
plans, on the other hand, had nothing burt 
death, deftruétion, and ilavery betore their 
eyes. ‘They were at laft driven into Saba, the 
metropolis of Ethiopia, which Camby ics aftcr- 


Chap. X. 


oppofition. ‘The Egyptians were hard prets’d, 

and in this extremity had recourfe to their di- 

vines and oracles, what they had bett to do. 

‘The anfwer was, that they fhould call in a 

certain Hebrew to their afliftance: The king 
‘Ss forthwith upon this, tells his daughter that he 
was refolv’d to levy an army againtt the Ethi- 




























































opians upon this occafion, and that he fhould 
Mofes be glad to have Mofes undertake the command | ward called by the name of Meroc, having a 
‘marches of it, The princefs promis’d to do her part] fifter of that name. Mofes fat down before Murs hv 
this place, though in all appearance impreg- bse te Subs. 


; te toward the engaging of him, as a thing of great 

at the head of importance to her tather’s fervice 5 but firit of 

an arinyy- all bound him under the obligation of a folemn 

oath, that no mifchievous practice fhould be 

attempted upon his perfon; caftimg it in the 

teeth of the pricfts, how wretched a fhame it 

was, firit to contrive and advife the death of 

him, and then moit pitifully to implore his 
friendihip. 

Moses at the interceffion of The rmuthis and 

the king, was eafily prevail’d upon to under- 

take this commiffion, which was highly _ plea- 

fing to the holy men of both fides. ‘The Egyp- 

tians flatcer’d themf{clves, firft witle the hope 

of viGtory under his conduct, and then with 

the likelihood of an opportunity, -when their 

own work was donc, to deftroy Motes. The 

Hebrews, on the other fide, delighted them- 

felves with the thought, that under the com- 

mand of fo great a gencral, they might one 

day find themfelves in a condition ro fhake off 

this Egyptian yoke. Mofes bethought himfelf 

upon this expedition how he might come to 

; attack the cnemy unawares. The paflage over 

The patfages land was horribly infefted with ferpcnts; ma- 

infefted with ny of them fierce and venomous, terrible to 

ferpents. the very fight, and feveral forts amzong them 

. that are not to be found any where clfe 3; fome 

with wings, that tcize men by furprize, and 

are as mortal in the air, as upon the ground. 

This way was fo deadly hazardous, that all 

people were againft the venturing of an army 

through it; fo that for that very xeafon he 

rather chofe the inland paflage than that by 

the Nile; and this he did upon a true judg- 

f ment of the reafon of the thing. Mofes was 

only in the firft place to provide againft the 

perils of this defperate pafiage, which he did 

by this wonderful ftratagem. ‘The bird Ibis 

\ is a mortal enemy to all forts of ferpents; they 

fly from the purfuir of it as from acer, till 

they are overtaken and devour’d. ‘This bird 

is only fierce to thofe poifonons creatures, and 

gentle to all others. I fhall need fay no 

more of it at prefent; for the Greeks are very 

well informed in this hiftory. Now Mofes’s 

Invention to fecure his army againft the af- 

faults of ferpents, was to carry with him fo 

Mofesde- many of thefe birds in cages of bulrtathes to 

ftroys the fer- clear the way for him. 


nable, being furrounded by the Nile, and two 
other rivers, Aftapus and Aftabora, falling in 
to ftrengthen it; which made the paflage fo 
much the more difficult; befide, that ftanding 
in an ifland, and being encompafs’d with a 
| ftrong wall, it is likewife fortified with ram- 
parts, and other works of defence, to fecure 
it from any attacks or inundations from the 
river. 
Moses was not at all pleafed with this fiege, 
for the army Jay idic, and,,there was no for- 
cing the enemy to come to an engagement. 
But while this pafs’d, thcre happen’d a very 
extraordinary accident; the king of Ethiopia 
had a daughter he called 'Tharbis, who had the 
fortune once to fee and to obferve Mofes with 
| his {word in his hand, drawing up his arms 
and behaving with great honour and bravery 
under the walls of the town. She was fo in~ 
finitely taken with the courage and gallant Tharbis, the 
behaviour of the man, looking upon him alfo king’s daugh- 
as the balance of the two kingdoms, and having ie talls in 
recover'd the affairs of the Egyptians when me 
reduced to the laft extremities, and at the 
fame time humbled the Ethiopians in the very 
height of their viétories, that upon all this to- 
gether the princefs fell violently in love with 
him; and her affection growing upon her ftill 
more and more, fhe broke her mind at laft to 
tome particular confidents fhe had, and fent 
them over to Mofes to offer herfelf in mar- 
Tiage to him. Mofes agreed to it, but upon 
this condition, (which was ratified with an 
oath too,) that upon delivering up the city, The place’ 
the marriage fhould be confummated, which render’d ip 
was accordingly perform’d very foon aiter, 00 condition 
Mofes gave God thanks for his conqueft over & ™*™ge. 
the Ethiopians, and at the fame time folem- 
niz’d the nuptials; which being done, the ar- 
my of the Egyptians return’d home victo~= 


rious, 








CHAP. XI. 


The ungrateful Egyptians confpire againft the life 
of Adofés, who flies from Egypt to Madian. 


QUT fo far were thefe ungrateful wretches 
from acknowledging the benefits they 


ents with : 
Beton Moses was no fooner advane’d to this dan- 

gerous quarter, but he let loofe his birds upon | had received from their deliverer and prefer- 

the ferpents, as againft fo many cnemics, and | ver, that they returned him only a mortal ill- 


will and hatred in requital; proceeding even 

to foul practices upon his perfon. They were a confpiracy 
afraid the reputation and intereft he had ac-againft Ma- 
quir’d by his mighty atchievements, might, &- ~ 
perhaps, put him in a condition to fet up tor 

himfelf; and fo to give a check to his ca- 


under their protection went forward without 

any harm or interruption ; fo that pufhing hard 

Surprizes the to overtake the Ethiopians, he came up with 
Ethiopians, them before they were aware, fought and de- 
ravages feated chem; and having bautk’d their hopes 


their counr < 
*Y- of conquering Egypt, he drove them back 
reer, they exhibited an information of * mur- 


again in confufion to their own country, de- 
flroying a great many of thcir towns and ci- der againft him, which the king himfelf was 
Y well 


. 


_,.~ The fcriptures fay, that Mofes fed to Midian for fear Icft Pharaoh fhould put him to death for killing an 
‘2gyptian, who had ftruck an Hebrew, one of his brethren. Burt Jofephus feems to palliate this, and excufe Mofes 
of 


FLAVIUS 
well enough content to entertain; partly out 
of envy to the fame of his valour and wilfdom, 
and partly for fear of that deftruétion which 
the pricits and feribes werc continually ringing 


“ in his ears; for they never leit {purring him on 
to mifchiet, till in conclufion they brought the 
king himfelf over into the plot. Motes, in 
finc, was certainly defign’d for death, and he 
efcaped it fo narrowly too, that if by provi- 
dence he had not got fome intelligence of the 
detign juft when he did, and in that inftant 
ftole privately away, he had undoubtedly pe- 
rifhed. He was intorm’d that the ways were 
laid, and therefore he was fore’d to take his 
flight through a defart, where he might rca- 
fonably prefume no body would look after 
him. He travelled without finding any thing 
to eat upon his journey; fo that there was no 
remedy for hunger but paticnce. Tn this con- 
dition he pafs’d travelling forward, till he 

Mofes makes came about noon, within a little of * Madian, 

his efcape to g city upon the coaft of the Red Sea, that 

ae ie took its name from one of the fons of Abraham 

vor" by Chetura. He was now come within fight 

of the town, where he fat down by a fountain, 

to refrefh and reft himfelf. In this place there 

happened an accident that took its rife from 

fomewhat of the cuftom of the country; and 

it gave Mofes an occafion not only of thewing 

his refolution and juftice, but, as the confe- 

quence prov’d, of making his fortune alfo. 

Wartcr is fo fearce in that country, that the 

fhepherds ftrive who can get firft in the morn- 

ing to the fountain, leaft it be drawn dry, and. 

not enough left for their cattle. At this time 

there ftood by the fountain feven maiden fif- 

ters, the daughtcrs of } Ragucl, a pricit, and 

a perfon of great reputation in that quarter. 

Thefe maids had their father’s flocks under 

their care, which is commonly the women’s 

bufinefs among the Troglodytes; and_ when 

they had taken what they thought fufficicnt, 

they emptied it into troughs, the better to di- 

vide it among their fheep; but fome fhepherds 

coming up at the fame time, they rudely forced 

The daugh- the virgins away from their ftation, in order 

tersof Ra- to take the water to themfelves. ‘This was fo 

guel affront- brutal, and fo unmanly an indignity to be put 
ea, Ver. 17. - ss 

upon women, that Mofes thought it a duty in- 

cumbent upon him to vindicate their caufe ; 

fo he drove the fhepherds away, and help’d 

Mofesrefeues the virgins, as it well became him to do. 

them, ib. The daughters had fo generous a fenfe of this 

civility and obligation, that upon returning to 

their father, they gave him the whole ftory at 

length, both of the fhepherds rudencfs and 

violence, and of the ftranger’s courtefy and 

refpeét ; joining in a requeft to their father, that 

he would be pleafed to make him fome hand- 

fome requital for the favour they had reccived. 

The grati- “The good-nature and gratitude of the daugh- 
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2 one ters towards their benefactor, was fo highly 
ee is approv’d by the father, that he commanded 
Ver2o, them to bring the ftranger to his houfe, that 


he might make him fome acknowledgment fuit- 
able to his defertr. Mofes being accordingly 





of the murder, by giving it a different turn, 


contain'd. 

* Scrip. Midian. { Scrip. Reuel. 

+ According to the ancient Latin verfion. 
Scripture Se 

|| Scrip. Horeb, 

































urder, | i and conneéting it with the preceding chapter, which gives us an hif- 
tory of actions in that interval of time, betwixt Mofes’s c 
tirely upon his own authority, the holy {criptures not making the leaft mention of any of the particulars therein 


In the original ’tis IeSepacics, perhaps for TeSeai'e¢, which in the 


a I 


JOSEPHUS of 


Book II. 


introduced, the father told him what a cha- 

raéter his daughters had given of him, and 

how much they were all indebted to him for 

his affiftance and protcétion. He had a great 
admiration for his virtue, he faid, and would 

give him very {pecdily to_underftand, that his 

kind offices fhould not pafs either unregarded 

or unrewarded ; for he fhould quickly make 

him an ample recompence for his civilitics. 
Hereupon he took him for his adopted fon, Raguel_a- 
gave him one of his daughters in marriage, dopts Mofes, 
and made him head and matter of all his cat- and Bivee hin 
tle, which at that time was all one with the Sie 
entire pofleffions of thofe people. Ver. at.” 








CHAP. XI. 
Of God's appearing in the fiery bufk, and of 
MMofes’s vod. 

L PON this advance of Mofes in his for- 

tunc, under the favour of + Jethegleth, Jethegleth, 
otherwife Ragucl, he liv’d with his fathcr-in- ee 
law, and had the charge of his flocks, which sea ct 
he drove fome time atterwards up tO MOUNE Nfofes drive 
|| Sinai, where there was excellent grafs, and his flock ro 
tecding, and the highcft mountain in the whole mount Sinai. 
country. The people had an old tradition, A tradition 
that God dwelt there ; fo that in ancient time, ee ae ne 
out of pure reverence to this tradition, people 7s mer 
forbore cither feeding or walking there. Upon 
this mountain there appeared to him a wonder- 
ful prodigy: A fire feen in a bufh, the bufh 
burning, the flame fierce and violent, and yet 
neither leaves, flowers, nor branches blafted 
or confumed. ‘The very fpe€tacle itfclf, and 
the furprize of it, ftruck Mofes with aftonith- 
ment; but he was much more amazed when 
he heard a voice out of the fire calling him 
by his name, and fpeaking to him; ‘“ How God fpeaks 
« durft you prefume, fays the voice, to fer to Mofes out 
“ foot upon this ground, where never any of the fiery 
“ man living trod before you, out of a vene- Bere 
“ ration to the very holinefs of the place?” 
Commanding Mofes to withdraw himfclf from 
the fire, and to reft content with what he 
had feen, and what he was thought worthy of, 
as the righteous offspring of fo many glorious 
anceftors; charging him over again to carry his 
curiofity no farther. ‘The voice forctold him, 
that through God’s affiftance his name fhould 
be great and honourable among men; bidding 
him fear nothing, but go to Egypt, where he A voice lit 
fhould have the abfolute command of all_the Mofes go 
Hebrews, and deliver his countrymen from gy pt, Vis 
their prefent tyranny and oppreifion; “ For, 
“¢ fays the voice, they fhall come to inhabit 
“ the lands, and to enjoy all the good 
“¢ things that their firft father Abraham was 
“ poffefs’d of, and by your wifdom be put in- 
“ to the full enjoyments of all thofe blef- 
“ fings; but be furc to remember, that fo foon 
“¢ as ever you fhall have brought the Hebrews 
“ out of Egypt, you offer up a facrifice of 
« thankfgiving in this very place.” "Thus faid 





hildhood and manhood; the credit of which depends in- 


the 





- Ver. 9. 


. God haftens 


Egypr, Ver. 
19. 
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Chap. XIi. 


the voice that fpake to Mofes out of the ficry 
bush. 
Tur prodigy of the vifion gave Mofes a 
frightful amazcment, but the voice mach 
Mofesreafons greatcr. *¢ Lord, fays he, I know, and I adore 
the matrer = thy power, and fo have all my predeceflors 
with the Al ¢¢ done before me; fo chat I muft be worle 
mighty) VI c than mad, to make any doubt of obeying 
“it; bat how fhall I yet, a weak private 
“¢ man, find either words or credit to prevail 
“ with fuch a number of people; firft to for- 
“¢ fake a place where they arc at prefent fer- 
«€ tled, and then to tollow me upon unccrtain- 
“¢ ties, whitherfoever I fhall think fic to Icad 
“© them P Or otherwife, fuppofing that I had 
¢* intercit cnough to draw them after me,who 
«© fhall compel Pharaoh to Ict them go yet, 
‘© when fo great a part of the Egyptians happi- 
“‘ nefs and revenue depends upon their la- 
“ bour? ? Ehe voice commanded him again 
to reft fatisicd upon the whole matter, pro- 
God promifes mifing to be with him upon all occafions ; and 
ro fipport chat it there were need of words, the faculty 
Mofes both OF perfuafion fhould be put into his mouth; or 
with miracles . rf 3 
andargu- if of works or actions, he fhould be ftrength- 
ments, Exod.'cned and fupported. But for the fuller confir- 
iv. 2-9. mation amd conviction of Mofes, the voice 
commandcd him to throw a rod down upon 
the ground that he had in his hand. He did 
Mofes’s rod fo, and ic was prefently turn’d into a ferpent, 
turn’d into” rolling icfelf into folds, and menacing with 
aferpenty the head, as if ic threatened an affaule; and 


Vers then this £erpent in a little time became a rod 
again. he voice, after this, bad Mofes put 
his hand into his bofom, which he did, and 

Aleprous jt came owt again as white as chalk, return- 


hand,Ver.6. ing ina very lierle time to its native colour. 
Mofes was again commanded to take fair wa- 
ter, and throw it upon the ground, where it 
Water turn’d feern’d to be turn’d into blood. Mofes ftand- 
imo blood, ing aghaft at the miraculous operations, God 
commanded him to caft himfelf wholly upon 
him, and to depend upon the affiftance of an 
Almighty power, which fhould enable him 
alfo to work the fame miracles, and give him 
the credit of a perfon acting by a divine com- 
miffion, ancl in obedience to the will of God. 
Upon this deliberation God commanded 
Mofes away immediately for Egypt, and to 
purfue his journey night and day without in- 
termiffion; for the longer he ftaid, the longer 
would the Hebrews remain in affliction and 
flavery. Ic was not for Mofes, after what he 
had fecn and heard, to doubt of God’s power 
or juftice; for nothing could be clearer than 
the certainty of the grounds he went upon. 
He made it his petition yet, that he might 
have the fame power of working miracles con- 
tinucd to him in Egypt, which he had exer- 
cis’d herc, with this turcher fupplication, that 
God would vouchfafe to reveal unto him the 
name of that infinite power which he had feen 
and heard, to the end that in his facrificcs and 
invocations he might know more explicitly 
under what appellation to offer up his addrefs. 
God was pleated to grant him his requeft, but 
it isa name that was never known, nor heard 
of before by any of the children of men, and 
I dare not fo much as mention it. Mofes had 
the gift of working miracles confer’d upon 
him, not only for this particular time, but fo 
often as there fhould be occafion for it; fo 


Mofes into 
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working mi- 
tacles, 
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that without the leaft doube or diftraft of the 
certainty of the revelations and predictions 
from the bufh, or of the affurances of a di- 
vine afliftancc to go along with him wherever 
he went, he fettled his thoughts in a firm con- 
fidence of living to fee the happy deliverance. 
of the Hebrews, and the utter confufion of 
their Egyptian enemies. 








CHAP. XI. 


Upon the news of Pharaoh’s death, Mofis and 
Aaron go into Egypt to the new king. 


Mies had news by this time of the 

i death of that Pharaoh who fought his The death of 

life, and for tear of whom he had abandoned Pharaoh. 

the country; fo he ask’d Raguel’s leave to re- 

turn to his fricnds and relations in Egypt, for 

their common good. His detire being grant- 

ed, he took his wife # Scpphorah, the daugh- 

ter of Raguel, and his children by her, Ger- 

fhom and Elcazar, and with all fpced pofted 

away with them into Esypr. Now Gerfhom Mofés goes 

in the Hebrew language fignifics a foreigner, into Egypr. 

and Eleazar the help of God; becaufe it was 

by the aid of divine providence that Mofes 

efcaped the inare the Egyptians had laid for 

him. By the time that he was gotten near 

the borders, his brother Aaron, by God’s di- Aaron meets 

re€tion, came to him. Upon their meeting, him upon the 

Mofes gave him an account at large of the WY Bee: 

wonders upon the mount, and of all the com- *”’ 

mands, inftructions, and revelations that he 

had received from God. He was met upon 

the way a little farther by great numbers of 

the principal men among the Hebrews, who 

upon notice of his approach came out to bid 

him welcome. ‘To them Mofcs communicated, 

his commifiion from God; and, that there 

might be no room left for their difidence and 

incredulity, in confirmation of the truth of 

what he faid, he gave them ocular demonftra- 

ae a4 a gift o nagee: as a certain an 

undoubted proof of his authority and power. »j Ver, 

This evidence did fo apiolately. contin as oe 

well as amaze them, that they made no longer 

any doubt but it was a token of aflurance from 

Heaven, that God would provide for the re- 

lief and fecurity of his people by fome ex~ 

traordinary mcans. : 
Tur Hebrews being thus infpired with the 

love and hopes of gaining their liberty, very 

readily came into Mofes’s meafures, promifing 

him for the future all refpeét and obedience 5 

upon which he went direétly to the new king; 

minded him of the fervices he had done the ino new kin 

: 3 Sets S 

Egyptians againft the Ethiopians, when they on behalf of 

infolently and contemptuoufly made an irrup- the Hebrews, 

tion into his country, and ravaged it; the toils Exod. vil. 1. 

and hazaads he had undergone, and the care 

he had taken to manage the war for the ad- 

vantage of the Egyptians, as if they had been 

his own countrymen; not forgetting at the 

fame time to recount to him the bate and un= 

generous returns they had made him for thefe 

good offices. He told him likewife of the vi~ 

fion upon mount Sinai, and very particularly 

what God had faid to him, and what figns he 

had given him by miracles and revelations, to 

fix him in a firm belicf of all his promifes; 


Motes has 
recourfe to 
his gift of 


Mofes tnoves 








befecehing 
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befecching Pharaoh not to oppofe God’s will 
by a truitlefs infidelity. ae 
Puaraon turn’d all thcfe things to ridicule. 
Mofes, for his better fatisfaction, did all thote 
Motes docs miracles before his face which he had wrought 
ee ete upon mount Sinai; upon which Pharaoh Broke 
again. out into a violent outrage of paflion and 1 
language. ‘¢ You, fays Pharaoh, a {eandalous 

“ runagate! Firft you ignominioufly fled out 

“ of Egypt to fave yourfelf, and you arc now. 

“ come back again, inftructed in the arts of 

“ magick and inchantments, to feduce the 

“* people from their allegiance and duty. 

«© You take upon you, fays Pharaoh, as 1f you 

“ were the only man skill’d in this divine 

“ myitcry, and value your reputation upon 

“© that idle pretence at fuch a rate, as if the 
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Pharaoh ridi- 
cules him. 


a 


«© multitude were to fall down and worthip 

“ you. But after all this vanity and ottenta- 
Pharaoh fets “ tion, my prieits, fays Pharaoh, I would have 
pe aug “¢ you to know, can do all your feats as well 
pe ante “ as you.” So the pricits were call’d, and 
Mote, Exod. bid to throw down thcir rods, which was donc, 
vii, 11, and they were immediately turned into fer- 


pents. ‘* This does not move me at all, fays 
“© Mofes, for I am neither a ftranger to the 
learning of the Egyptians, nor a defpifer 
thereot; but I may well affirm, that the 
operations I perform are as much more €x- 
cclient than theirs, as the power of God 
is above that of thcir magick, or things di- 
vine more illuftrious than human; and I 
fhall make it inftantly appear, that what I 
do is not a fancy of impofing illutions upon 
acredulous multitude, under the refemblance 
of truth, but the very power of an omni- 
potent God, which will rife in judgment 
againit thofe unbelievers, who fhall fhut their 
eyes againit fo clear an evidence.” With 
thefe words he threw his rod upon the ground, 
and commanded it to become a ferpent; it 
did fo, and while the magician’s ferpents were 
winding themfelves upon the earth, Mofes’s 
ferpent devour’d their ferpents onc after an- 
other; and then when it was return’d to its 
former thape, Mofes took it up again. 

Tuis miracle was fo far trom having any 
good effeét upon the king, that inftead of ad- 
miring the. power by which ic was wrought, 
he burt out into indignation at the jact, pro- 
tefting that he would do nothing in his favour, 
nor believe otherwife than that the wifdom 
and power of the Egyptians was cqual to his; 
ordering at the fame time the over{cers not 
only to keep the Hebrews to their work, but 
to increafe their task; which was forthwith 
done, by withdrawing their former allowance 
of itraw toward the making of brick; fo 
that they were obliged to work all day, and 

“in the nighe fetch ttraw, which doubled their 
Jabour. 

Moses was not in the Jeaft difcouraged at 
thefe hard words and menaccs, but ftood firm, 
both againit the king’s diipleafure, and the 
murmuiings of his own people, who would 
necds have dilfluaded him from his enterprize, 
fince his intertering did but, they faid, make 
their oppreffion more grievous, and increafe 

RMoresfolicits Their mulery. But the heart of Motes was fer 
Pharaoh for upon the liberty of his countrymen; wherefore 
the Ifraclites he went again to the king, to beg leave for the 
Se Hebrews to go to mount Sinai, and offér facri- 
Rim for far fice to God, as he had commanded them; tcl- 
of the confe- ling Pharach alfo, ‘That there was no oppoling 
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SEPHUS of Boox IL. 
“ of God’s will; wherefore he aia du : 
“ well not to feem to defpile his favour, but 

c 


rather Iet the people go, for tear of draw- 
ing thofe judgments upon his own head an- 
other day; which do certainly one time or 
other tall upon the unbelievers and the dif- 
obedient. In fucha cafe, the very carth and 
the air, he faid, would fighe againtt him; 
his women would be barren, and all the ele- 
ments would confpire to avenge God’s cauic 
upon him; all things would go crofs with 
him, and no avoiding ir, cven though the 
Hebrews fhould leave his country, unleds it 
were with Pharaoh’s licence and irce con- 
fent; and rather than tait, God himfelf 
would bring it about at lait, if Pharaoh 
would not.” 
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CHA P.. XIV. 
Lhe ten plagues of Egypt. 


a: HE king gave no heed at all to what pharaoh is 
Mofes faid, and upon this hardnefs and harden'd, 
contempt, the Egyptians fuffer’d moft dreadiul ae li 
calamities; wherein I hall be very particular, oe yee 
both for the novelty fake, and to thew allo ee 
that the predictions of our prophet were not 
idle. Belide, that finally ic is for the good 
of mankind to know thefe things, both for 
their caution and inftruétion, chat people may 
keep clear of crying and provoking tins,which 
bring down drcadinul judgments upon mane 
kind. 

In the firft place, the water of the river 
Mile was turn’d to blood, which was the only 
water they had to drink; and ic was not 10, 
in colour only, bur it immediately afiected 
the Egyptians who drunk of it with the mett 
pungent pains and wracking tortures, and the 
Egyptians only; tor to the Hebrews it was 
fweet and potable as at other times. This mi- 
racle put the king to his wits end; fo that for 
fear of a total deftruction, he gave the He- 
brews leave to depart. So foonas the prefent Pharaoh dit 
evil was remov’d, he repentéd of what he had charges the 
promifed, and recall’d his word. . God was ote aia 
{0 incenfed againft him for his falfencfs and ine them. 
gratitude, atter the plague was removed from 
him, that he prefently vifitced Egypt with an- 
other judgment; which was fuch fwarms or 
thoals of frogs amongft them, that they co- 2. The plague 
ver?d the earth, and choak’d up the river, in of TOE ; 
which great numbers of them dying and rot- ea 
ting, they fo corrupted the watcr that it was 
almoft death to drink it; befides the dead 
frogs turn’d to mud, and produced others cut 
of that putrefaction; fo that they crawl’d into 
their bed-chambers, cups, :difhes, meat, and 
drink; nothing efcap’d them, and wherever 


r. The river 
rurn’d into 
blood, V. 20. 


they came, a poifonous ftink went along with 
them. ‘This fell fo heavy upon the Egyptians, Pharaoh pro- 


that Pharaoh fent for Mofes a fecond time, mes 3g@% 
? and breaks 


and told him that he might now go and take fi ords 
the Hebrews along with him whither he pleafed. Vor. 8-15: 
‘The word was no fooner pafs’d, but both land 

and water were all clear’d of the frogs, and 

every thing in its former ftate. This vification 

was no fooner taken off, than forgotten; for 

Pharaoh detain’d the people fill, pretending 

that what he promifed was out of fear, and 
confequently not binding; for his will never 


contented to ir, which looked as if he had 


done 





Chap. XIV. 


done it on purpofe to make a further cxperi- 
ment. "This bafe and treacherous breach of 
«The plague faith was follow’d with a judgment of lice: 
of lice. Exod. the: bodies of the people bred them, and they 
viii, 17: were all cover’d with them, gnawing and tear- 
ing intolerably, and no remedy; for baths and 
ointments werc. of no fervicc. Pharaoh was 
fo confounded at this new plague, what with 
the danger, the fcandal, and the naftinefs of 
it, that as wicked as he was, he was half for- 
Pharaoh pro- Ty for what he had done; for he gave the 
mifes,and fails Hebrews permiffion to go their way 3 but fo 
again as be- foon as the rod was off again, he demanded 
fore. their wives and children as heftages for their 
return. 

Turs was a practice that cxafperated God 
more than the reft ; for it look’das ifhe thought 
to have over-reach’d providence, and as if 
Mofes, not God, had punifh’d the Egyptians 

q. Lhe plugue for oppreffing the Hebrews. Wheretore God 
of Hics. fent numberlefs {warms of flies and infects, and 
fuch varieties of them as had never been feen 
before. They fill’d the whole country, de- 
ftroy’d the people, and cover’d the ground fo 
that there was no tilling of it; and they who 
efcap’d prefent deftruétion, being infeéted with 
the contagion that was bred from the corrup- 
tion of them, were fcized by dangerous dif- 
Pharaoh falf- Cafes: But all this was not yet enough to bring 
fesagain, Ex. him to a fenfe ot his fin, and a compliance with: 
the willof God: But he was now only for Jet- 


VILL. 32. 
ting fome of the women and their husbands 
go, but keeping back their children. 
5,6. The | Tue wifdom of God did not want varicty 
plague of | of plagues in abundance, and worfe than the 


mao rieaes former, to inflict upon the whole nation for the 
fix.ix. 6. Wickednefs of an incorrigible obftinate prince. 
aL So he vifited the Egyptians with a plague of 
inward ulcers, which carry’d the people off in 

great numbers. 
Wuewn God faw that Pharaoh ftill perfifted 
in the defiance of a divine power, he fent up- 
7-Theplague on: the Egyptians a judgment of hail, in the 
ofhail. Ver, prime of the fpring, which utterly deftroy’d 
23% =5- all their fruits and plants that were in the bud. 
This was not only a prodigy-in Egypt, wherc 
they had never feen hail before, but beyond 
any other that ever had been heard of in the 
coldeit and moft northerly climates: And what 
the hail left was devour’d by a following plague 
oflocuits. Ex. Of locufts; fo that the whole produét of the 
%.13.14, earth wasloft for that year. Now, one would 
*5: have thought, if this king had not been befot- 
ted as well as abandoned, thefe judgments 
would have convine’d himof the vanity of con- 
tending with Almighty God, and have brought 
him to bethink himfelf of fome way in time to 
prevent his final ruin: But Pharaoh was not fo 
foolifh all this while, as to be ignorant of the 
true caufe of all his afflictions; but he feemed 
to take a vanity in the haughtinefs of 4 contu- 
macious malice, to try mafteries with God Al- 
mighty, who fhould get the better of it ;.and 
in this height of ftomach he réfolv’d to facrifice 
himfelf and his people to his prefumption. He 
came at length by degrees to yield, that the 
Hebrews fhould have licence to depart with 
2 Pharaoh their wives and children, only leaving their 
* fhufles ftill. goods behind them, for the Egyptians, in con- 
Ver, 20, sideration for what they had loft. Mofes did 


8.The plague 


* See Bochart’s Hierozoicon, part. I. os 
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not think that condition reafonable ; becaufe, 
if fo, they fhould not have any thing left for a 
facrifice. 
Turs difpute held fo long, that before it was 9.The plague. 
vi he Ecyoti all invi d wi of darknefs. 
over, t gyptians were all invironed with a $ Carne’ 
profound thick darknefs : Several of them pe- ‘S77? 


rifh’d by feveral ways; fome were attaid of 


one thing, fome of another; and not a few, of 
being all fwallow’d up in the fame abyfs toge~ 
ther, After three days and nights, Pharaoh 


fill remaining obftinare in his refolution not to 


part with the Hebrews, Mofes' went and {poke Pharaoh con- 
tohim in thcfe words: ‘* How long, fays he, tinues obfti- 
“ will you fet up your own will againft rhe Mt Ver. 27. 
& will of God! It is his pleafure and command ~~ 
“¢ that you difmifs the Hebrews, and there is 
“ nothing elfe in nature to fave you from.the 
“ evils wherewith you are afflicted but that.” 
The king was fo enraged at this irccdom, that 
he declared it fhould coft Motes his head, 
if ever he fpoke one word to him more upon 
that fubjeét. Mofes made anfwer, chat he had. 
now faid all he had to fay ; but that he was 
well afiur’d it would not be long before the 
king himfelf, and the chief of his nobility 
fhould of their own accord fpeak to the He- 
brews themfelves to make hafte to be gone: 
And with thefe words Mofes went his way. 
Tue impenitent obftinacy of Pharaoh was fo 
provoking, that God kept yet one plague 
more in {tore for him, which would’be fure to 
humble his proud heart, and make him dif- 
charge the Hebrews. He commanded Mofes 
to give notice to the people to prepare their 
facrifice on the * thirteenth day of the month 
Xanticus, to be offer’d up on the fourteenth. 
(That which the Macedonians call Xanticus, 
the Hebrews call Nifan, and the Egyptians 
Pharmuthi.) Mofes was appointed to bring 


the Hebrews along with him, and all that be- 
long’d to them: which he did accordingly, 
gathering them together, and then dividing 


them into tribes and companies, but all in the 


fame place. Early in the morning on the 14th, 
(the 


ay affign’d) being all in readinefs to de- 

part, they facrific’d, purifying thcir houfes by 

fprinkling blood upon them with a bunch of 

hyflop. After fupper they burnt the remain- 

der of the flefh, as juft entring upon a journey. 

And this is our way of facrificing unto this 

day upon the feftival of our pafcha, which -pye jngiru- 
fignifies pafling over, becaufe God pafied over tion of the 
the Hebrews without hurting them, when the Paffover.Ex. 
Egyptians were itruck with a difeafe; for the *! 3--27- 
plague made fuch havock that night with the fy- oe she 
Egyptians firft-born, that people of all condi- EP born. v. 
tions came thronging in troops to the palace a9. 

with clamours to have the Hebrews forthwith 

fent away. Whereupon the King call’d for Pharaoh or- 
Mofes, and gave immediate order far them to ders the I 
depart, upon an opinion that Egypt could ne- eee 
ver be happy fo long as they ftaid in the coun P8* °° 3" 
try; and that the liberty of one would be 

the deliverance of the other, Several of the 

Egyptians prefented them upon their going 

away,. fome for difpatch, others for acquain= 

tance fake ; and not without téars at parting: 

many of them repenting at the barbarous cru- 

elty they had formerly. exercis’d over them. - 


.c. 50. p. 582, Ed. Lond. 
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liftincs, who were enemies to the Hebrews up- 
on the feore of an old grudge, and borderers 
upon Egypt, would perhaps have faJicn upon 
them, if they could have hadi any intelligence 
of thcir march. He led thern, in fine, by the Mofes leads 
way of the wildernefs, tho’ a great way about, fem ve by 
and through many inconveniences, with an Sat Be. ait 
intent to facrificc upon mount Sinai, as God jg 
had commanded him, and from thence to 
Chanaan. 

By that time they were come to the Red 
Sea, they found themfclves overtaken, and cn-, 
compafs’d by the Egyptians with an army of 
600 chariots, s0c00 horit, and 2ccoco foot; The Egypt. 
the main body being drawn up in order of bat- 88 OVERS 
tle. They had fer guards upon all pafles, fe- ree 
cur’d all avenues, and thuc the Hebrews up 
into fo narrow a compafs, betwixt impatiable 
mountains and the fea, that ir was utterly im~ 
poffible for them to make an cfeape. In this 
ftrcight, there was no thought of fying ; and, 
if they had never fo much a mind tu’t, there 
was no means of fighting neither; for they 
had no arms: and then, if they continu’d 
where they were, they muft inevitably ftarve:: 
fo that there appear’d to therm no vilible means 
of faving their lives, but by bafely yielding 
themfelves flaves, and fubmitting to the will 
of their enemies. In this Qangerous and de- 
f{perate extremity the whole blame was laid 
upon Mofes: They had forgotten the won- 
derful things that God had done for their 
deliverance, and the miracles he had wrought 
for the ftrengthening of their faith, They 
were fo exafperated, in fhort, with the out- 
cries of women and children that gave them- 
felves for loft, that they werc upon the very 
point of * ftoning their falfe prophet, as they The People 
accounted him, and proftituting themfelvcs ready to tone 
once more yet to their former flavery; for Me!» 








































CHAP. XV. | 
The march of the Hebrews. out of Egypt, under 


the conmaid of Mofes. 


<ELE Ifraclitcs took their way by Leto-~ 
polis, a city ac that time deferted: and 
Babylon was afterwards built in the place of 
ic by Cambyfes, when he laid Egypt watte. 
They made long marches, and on the third 
day got to Beelzcphon, by the red Sea. There 
were no provifions to be had upon the way in 
the wildernefs; fo that their food was only 
meal and watcr, kneaded and bak’d into cakes, 
and this was their entertainment for thirty 
days. They had now {pent all they brought 
out of Egypt, having manag’d it as fparingly 
too as was poflible, providing barely for their 
neceflitics, without filling their bellies. It is 
in memory of that fearcity that we eclebrate 
the cight-days-feftival, which we call that of 
davefeltival. unleaven’d bread. But the multitude of the 
Ex.siii 6. travellers, with their wives and children, was 
z almoft innumerable; for there were full fix 
hundred thoufand men that were able to bear 
arms. 

Tun Hebrews went out of Egypt on the 
15th day of the month of Xanthicus, Mofcs 
being now cighty years of age, and. his bro- 
ther Aaron eighty three. It was two hundred 
and fifteen years from Jacob’s coming into 
Egypt, and four hundred and fittcen from the 
coming of our father Abraham into Chanaan. 
They carry’d Jofeph’s bones along with them, 
being a truft that he had committed to the 
charge of his fons. 

Tney had not been long gone before the 
Egyptians repented that they had Ict them go ; 
the King efpecially, who imputed all the Ca- 
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lamitics that had ‘befallen Egypt to the in- 
chantments of Mofes, and look’d upon them 
to be no more than the works of his practice 
and contrivance. ‘This opinion brought them 
quickly to a refolution to follow them and 
tall upon them; in order to which having fur- 
nifhed themfelves with arms and the other ne- 
ceflaries of war, they purfucd them with a full 
defign to bring them back, if they cou’d but 
overtake them; concluding there was no rca- 
fon to fear God would be offended with them 
for this aétion, fince they had ence confented 
to their departure: and as to their maftcring 
of them, that they made no queition would be 
effeéted with cafe, fince they were unarmed 
and weary with the fatigue of a march; where- 
upon enquiring of eycry body they met which 
way thcy journcy’d, they purfued hattily ; 
notwithitanding the difficultics of the paflages 

rere troublefome,’ even to a fingle traveller, 
and much more fo to a marching army. But 
Mofes had feveral inducements to make choice 
of this way: firft, in cafe the Egyptians fhould 
change their minds, and fend aftcr them, the ve- 
ry fatiguc of the expedition would make them 
repent both’ the perfidy and the undertaking: 
and then Mofes held it imprudent and impo- 
litick to lead them by paleftine; for the phi- 








they had-nothing in fight but rocks, fcas, and 
armed troops to encountcr. 

Tue outrages and madnefs of this head- 
ftrong multitude had no cf€eét at all upon the 
providence and courage of Mofes; his whole 
truit was in God, who, he knew, after fo 
many prefages of liberty, would never fail 
him, or fuficr his people to fall into the power 
of their enemics, to ferve and perith,; where- 
upon ftanding in the midft of the people, he 
addrefs’d himfelf to them in the following 
manner: ‘ Pray put the cafe, fays he, thar 
‘¢ you had dcpolited fome great truft in the 
‘¢ hand of a perfon who had hitherto manag’d 
jr well and wifely for you, might not you 
“¢ yeafonably depend upon that man for the 
“¢ fame care and kindnefs, and in the fame 
“© cafe too over again?. What a madnefs is 
“¢ ir tor you to delpond then, where God hime 
«¢ felf hath taken you into his proteétion, and 
“¢ of his own iree bounty made all good by 
<¢ me that might contribute to your freedom 
“ and fecurity! Nay, the very danger and 
“ difficulty of the cafe is an argument to en- 
<¢ flame your hope, rather than to difcourage 
“¢ ir. He hath brought you into this diftreis, 
“ on purpofe to thew his power and kindnefs, 
‘¢ in bringing you out again, even to the fur- 





* The fcriptures make no mention of the | eri Mo! 
= = , ’ people offering to ftone Mofes, but only of fc fe la- 
tions, Exod. xiv. 11, 12. when they faw the Egyptians at their heels, and ready to fibapoaten sas 
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your very cnemics. It is not God’s timc 
to interpofe with his Almighty power in 
fmall matters, but in cafes of judicial and 
unaccountable calamities, when all hope of 
* human help fails us, thae is the feafon for 
God to work out the deliverance of thofe 
who caft themfelves upon-him; wherefore 
fear nothing fo long 2s you have him for 
your protector and deiender, that is able to 
raife the lowly and opprefied, and to lay 
the honour of their perfecutors in the duit. 
Be not afraid of the Egyptians armed troops, 
neither deipond of your lives and fafeties, 
becaute you are at prefene lock’d up betwixt 
the fea and the mountains, and no _ viiibic 
way in nature to come off; for the God 
whom you ferve is able to level all thefe 








“* mounrains, and Jiy that ocean dry. His 
*¢ will, in fine, be done.” 

CHAP. XVI 
The Uraclites pafs through the Red Sea. The 


Egyptians purfue then, and are drown’ d. 
WV he thefe laft words in his mouth, 

% Mofes led the Hcbrews toward the fea, 
the Egyptians looking on; who having them 
in view, and being extremely harrafs’d out 
with the purfuit, thought it advifeable to re- 
treth themfelves, and put off fighting till the 
day tollowing. So {oon as Mofes was come 
to the fea fide, he took out his rod, and cal- 
led upon God, imploring his divine aid and 
ailiftance in a prayer to this effect: Lord, 
“ favs he, thou fecit thy fervants here reduced 
“ to io miferable an extremity, that it is not 
“ in the power of any natural means, whether 
“of arms, or human policy, to dcliver us; 
“ but ic is the God alone whom we ferve and 
“¢ truft in who is able to do it. Lord, be 
“ mereitul to theie thy people who are now 
““ come out of Egypt, in a pure fimplicity of 
*© obedience to thy holy will and command- 
“ ment, and repofing themfelves entircly upon 
*¢ thy gracious promifes. Itis to thee, Lord, 
*¢ that we fy for help, who alone cantt refcuc 
“© us out of the hands of our unmerciful ene- 
“© mics. Speak comfort to thy fervants, and 
“ exert thy power; Ict chy relief be fpeedy, 
“ and infpire them with a new life and confi- 
“© dence, now in the depth of their defpair. 
** Lord, we are under great difficulties, hem- 
“6 med in with the fea and mountains; but 
‘¢ that fea and thofe mountains are thinc, and 
“* if chou doft but fay the word, the one fhall 
2. be levell’d, and the other turn’d into dry 
% land 5 or otherwife, thy providence may 

carry us off among the very birds of the 
“ air, if ic thall be thy will to employ thy 
“* power that way to fave us.” Immediately 
upon this prayer, Mofes ftruck the fea with 
his rod, whereupon the waters parted and re- 
coil’d ;. by that means leaving a way open for 
the Hebrews paflage and cfeape. ‘The fea be- 
Ing now divided, and a way opened, Mofes 
perecived the thing proceeded from God; fo 
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prize and admiration of yourfelves, and | patting himfelf at the head of the people,who 





with great alacrity follow’d him, he bad them 
give God thanks for the blefling of fo uncxpect- 
ed -and unaccountuble a deliverance, and in 
the name: of -God to follow -him chearfully 
through the way which Almighty God had 
provided for them. The Hebrews, without 
clay, marched forward, and the Egyptians 
look’d upon them as fo many ‘fots and mad- 
men, to throw themfclvcs headlong into fo 
certain a-deftruction. ~- But when they faw 
them a great way in the fea, and preffing fur- 
ther ftill, wichout any inconvenience and im- 
pediment, they pofted away after them, not 
making any doubt but the fame road would 
ferve them both. ‘They therefore placing their 
cavalry in the van, made their defeent frum 
the fhore into the fea, the infantry following 
aiter. But the Egyptians having fpent fome 
time in making ready, and being alfo heavy 
armed, the Hebrews got out of their reach, 
and arriv’d fafely on the oppofite fhore, Icave- 
ing their encmics behind them, ‘This happy 
tuccefs of the Hebrews made the Egyptians 
yet more cager to purfuc, and more fecure too; 
for they did not underftand thar this miracle 
was not wrought for the opening of a com- 
mon way to them both; and that divine juf- 
tice had made ufe of it ‘at the fame time for 
the prefervation of the people of God, and 
the confulion of their oppreiiors. They fol- 
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lowed the purfuic however, and when the The Egyr- 
whole army was advane’d within compafs, the tins puriue 
fea return’d upon it, and drowned them all. oes 
The judgment of this reflux was accompanied drown'd, 


with high and fierce winds and tempetts, Ver. 23--2S. 


ftorms of hail and rain, terrible thundcrings 
and lightenings, and nothing, in fhort, wanting 
to make the calamity more dreadful, or to fet 
forth the horrors of their condition that fall 
under the difpleafure of an angry God. They 
were alfo overtaken with a dark pitchy night; 
fo that the whole army was deftroy’d, and 
not fo much as one foul left alive to carry the 
tidings. 

Ix is not in the power of words to exprefs 
the tranfports of the Hebrews upon this deli- 
verance ; 2 bleffing fo unlook’d for, and God 
himielf the immediate and the profefs’d au- 
thor of it; befide the deftruction of their ene-~ 
mics before their faces, to fecure them in the 
pofieffion of their liberty, and their oppreffors 
all drown’d to a man too.. God’s hand was fo 
eminently vifible in the whole procefs of this 
affair, that never had creatures fuch caufe of 
rejoicing. And fo they fpent that whole 
night in hymns and thankfgivings; Mofes in 
particular compofing a fong in hexameter 
yerfe, to the honour of God upon this occa- 
fion. 

I nave been the more particular in thefe 
relations, becaufe I find them in holy writ, 
and Ict no man think this ftory incredible of 
the fea’s dividing to fave thefe people; for we 
find it in ancient records, that this hath been 
{een before, whether by God’s extraordinary 
will, or by the courfe of nature, it is indiffe- 
rent. ‘The fame thing happcen’d one time to 
the * Macedoniaris, under the command of 
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* As it is related by Cualifthrenes in Euftathius upon Homer's third iliad. See Huctius’s Alnetan.. Queft. lib. ii, 
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Alexander, when for want of another pafiage, | place where the Hebrews had pitched their 
the Pamphylian fea divided to make them way ; | TENTS which Mofcs underftood to be another 
God’s providence making ufe of Alexander at providence, in furnifhing the people with arms 
that time as his inftrument for deftroying: the ;that they fo much wanted ; to they were ga~ 
Perfian empire. his is atteftcd by all the |ther’d together, and diftributed among the 
hittorians who have pretended to write the life | Hicbrews, man by man. After this, and the 
of that prince. But people are at liberty to | arming of the people, he led them to Mount pgofes goes 
chink what they pleafe. Sinai, there to offer facrifice, and prefent ob- to ee Sis 


Tus next day atter this memorable judg- | lations tor the deliverance of the people, in nai, and fa- 
ment upon the Egyptians, the winds and the | obedience to the command of God, as atore- crifices, 
waves tore’d their arms a-fhore juit at the | faid. 
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BOOK It. 
~~ Brom the Year of the World r4.54. to 2455. 








CHAP. I 


muurnurings againft 
by miracle. 


(HE joy of the Hebrews, for fo 
- wonderful-and unthought-of a deli- 
verance, was not a little damp’d by 
2 the extreme hardfhips they were 
put toin their way through the wildernefs to 
Mount Sinai. There was no food to be got; 
the water foul, very fcarce and bad, and no 
nourifhment in-it; infomuch that the very cat- 
tle could not drink it, much lefs the men; but 
this was. the way they were obliged to take 
for want of another. By the advice of their 
condutor,: they brought.a provifion of water 
with them into the defart ; and when that was 
{pent, they digg’d pits, but with very great 
difficulty-;' for the ground was hard, and the 
water very bad and bitter when they came at 
it, and not enough of that neither. 
"The waters In travelling forward, they came about the 
of Marah bit- evening to a place called Marah, from the 
as Exod. xv. tafte of the water; for Marah in Hebrew is 
w3s bitternefs: they were quite tired with the 
journey; befide that their provifions falling 
“fhort, they began to be pinch’d with hunger. 
But however they agreed to make fome little 
flay there; and the rather, becaufe of a pit 
they had the fortune to find there; which 
though it could not anfwer the neceffities of 
their vaft numbers, there was yet fome fort of 
confolation in it, the country confidered, and ~ 
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The paffage of the Hiraélites from Egypt to Mount 
Mojfes. “The miferies they endur’d by hunger and thirft, till they were reliev’d 


Sinai, Their hardfbips by the way. Their 


that there was no more water to be expected 
from that place forward. This was as bitter as 
the other, anda drink that agreed neither 
with man: nor beaft. 

Moses found the people’s hearts beginning 
to fink, and not one word of comfort that he 
could give them; for the enemies they had 
now to deal withal were not to be encounter’d. 
with wifdom and valour; but men, women, ~ 
and children were equally in danger, and it 
was a hard matrer for him to advife others, 
who had the whole burden of the common ca= 
lamity upon himfelf; for in their diftrefs they 
all came thronging to him, women begging for 
their children, husbands for their wives, men 
for themfelyes, and all imploring relief, when 
thére was none to be had. Mofes betook him- 
felf to his prayers again, befeeching God that 
he would be pleafed to correét the bitrernefs 
of thofe waters, and make them fweet. This 
was granted him at the firit requeft, and fo he 
took a piece of wood that lay there by chance, 
cleft it lengrhways in the middle, and caft it 
into the water; telling the Hebrews, that God 
had heard their prayers, and promifed them a 
fupply of water to their liking, upon condition 
that they’ fhould readily and chearfully do 
whatever he commanded them. They ask’d 
him what he would have them do to get bet- 

Aa tcr 





Oz 
‘ter water. Why then, fays Mofes, Ict the 
well be drained, and the luitieft young tcllows 
among you {ce their hands to the work; you 
thall find upon emptying out the berter halt of 
it, that the remainder will be potable, and for 
your turn. ‘They did as they were directed, 
and the water was fo purg’d by the continual 
agitation of it, that it went down with the 
muiticude for no contemptible drink. 
Upon decamping from hence, they went to 
a place call’d Helim. ‘The proipeét of it was 
pleafant enough at a diftance, for there ap- 
pear’d a plantation of palm-trees; but upon a 
nearcr approach, they found themfelves much 
deceiv’d in their cxpectation; for there were 
but feventy.of them in all, and thofe but 
dwaris neither; for the droughtinefs of the 
place ftarv’d wharfoever grew upon it; nay, 
though there were twelve fprings there, the 
plants were not one jot the better for them ; 
tor they never mounted fo high as to diftri- 
bute their waters into rivulets for the refrefh- 
ment of the earth. The foil was fandy; no 
veins of water init; or if now and then a 
fmall quantity appear’d, it was fo foul and 
dirty there was no drinking of it: this fcar- 
city of water fpoil’d the fruit-trees too. The 
multitude, upon thefe melancholly thoughts, 
were fo impatient under the fenfe of this mife- 
rable calamity, that they fell into direét mu- 
tiny againtt their leader, and charg’d the whole 
blame of it upon him. Their thirty days 
ftore was fpent; their wants increas’d, and no 
fupplies to be got in the wildernefs. Thefe 
thoughts all together put the people into a 
downright defperation ; and the fenfe of their 
prefent neceflities made them forget all former 
Providences and bleffings, whether immediate- 
ly from God himfelf, or inftrumentally by the 
hand of his fervant Mofes; proceeding in their 
ingratitude to fuch a degree of outrage, that 
they were within a very little of {toning their 
The people commander to death, as the man, they faid, 
threaten to. =Wwho had caufed the ruin of them all. “While 
ftone Motes. the people were as yet in the heat of their 
malice and ‘rage, with ftoncs in their hands, 
and clamours and menaces in their mouths, 
and nothing Iefs than the life of the comman- 
der to pacity this fury, Mofes, in the fear of 
God, and with a good confcience, ftood forth 
among them, and. with a grace of language 
and addrefs, peculiar to himfelf, oppofed ar- 
gument to violence in words to the following 
Mofesreafons purpofe: ‘* You muft not think, fays he, to 
the cafe with ** cancel paft obligations with a pretence of 
pusins ** prefent fufferings; but the difficultics you 
now labour under fhould rather move you 
to a thankful contemplation of God’s boun- 
tics and mercics to you in times paft, cven 
beyond all hope and expcétation. And 
why may nor the fame providence attend 
you now again? why may not this affliction 
be laid upon you for a trial, to fee if you 
have courage, patience, and fenfe cnough 
of gratitude to ftand the teft, and if you 
can diftinguifh betwixt the force and reafor 
of paft benefits and prefent troubles, as you 
ought to dor Have a care that you do not 
make yourfelves unworthy of God’s favour, 
by impatience under croffes, and by un- 
thankfulnefs for favours, and by oppofing 
your prefent paffions to the divine will and 
power; for it was God that brought you 
out of the land of Egypt, and it is with his 
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order and’ good pleafure that you now con 
tend. And fo for your quarrel with me 
now, his minifter, my fault, fays Mofes, is 
* only the obeying of my_mafter’s order. . I 
have done nothing without a commiffion, 
and you cannot fay E have ever decciv’d 
you.” When Mofes had laid before them 
the reafon of the matter, he had then recourfe Mofes mindy 
to inftances, and particularly what judgments them of for- 
befel the Egyptians for keeping the Hebrews ™F mercies, 
in flavery, and detaining them contrary to the 

declar’d will of Gods how the river was 

turn’d into blood; and how the fame water, 

‘that became poifonous to the Egyptians, was 

yet preferv’d falutary to the Hebrews; how 

the i¢a opened to make a lane for the Hebrews 

in their flight, and how the waters clofed 

again to drown the Egyptians in the purfuir; 

the former at the fame time being fpectators 

of the overthrow of thcir enemies; and re- 

ceiving a large fupply of arms by that provi- 

dence too, which they were wholly unprovided 

of before; and theri how many miraculous de- 
liverances out of the very jaws of deftrudiion 

God had wrought for them, even beyond the “ 
force of human imagination to conceive. 

*“ Now God’s omnipotency, fays Mofes, is 

* everlafting, and his providence ‘as gracious, 

“* and as extenfive at this day as ever it was; 

‘* wherefore you are not to defpair of the 

“ goodnefs of heaven, but to bear all chances 

“© and turns with moderation, and to confider 

that the afliftance that is defer’d may come 

yet time enough, and_ in feafon; for fo long 

as there is life there is hope. You are not, 

fays Mofes, to look wpon yourfelves in this 

cafe as negleé&ted or abandoned, but it is 

God’s pleafure to put your greatnefs of 

mind and love of liberty to the trial, and 

to fee whether you had rather fubmit to a 

Pinching neceffiry, for want of meat and 

drink, or lead the life of brutes in flavery, 

that are only fed and fatten’d up for the 

benefit of their mafter. It is not for my- 

felf, continues he, that I fear any thing; 

for what am I the worfe for an unjuft vio- 

lence upon my perfon y,but for the fake of 

your fafery, I reckon myfelf bound to take 

fome care of my own; for every ftone you 

caft at me in this caufe, imports a condem- 

nation of the counfels and the doings even 

© of God himfelf.”? 

Tuese words brought the maddeft of the phe people 
company, in fome meatiure, to their wits again, pacified. 
and made them caft away the ftones they had 
prepar’d for his execution. Mofes having con- 
vine’d them af the lewdnefs of their intention, 
and modeftly imputing that to their neceffities 
which could not be juftified in reafon, though 
the temptation they lay under might feem in 
fome fort to extenuate the offence. Upon this 
Mofes had recourfe to fupplications and prayers, Mofes calls 
and withdrawing up to a rock, he befought upon God. 
God in mercy to grant thefe miferable people 
fome relief; for it was in his power only to 
fave them; befeeching him likewife to forgive 
them their intemperate paflions, and to caft all 
the things that they had faid and done amifs, 
upon the account of human frailty. God gave 
him this anfwer, that he would take care of Mofes’s 
the people, and fend them a fpcedy fuccour. prayer is 

Upon this promife and conceffion, Mofes beard. 
went down again to the multitude with joy in 
his countenance 3 which the people pee 
toe 
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Chap. I, 
took notice of, and in the itrength of that 
good omen, atter all their fadneis,- put on an 
air of chearfulnefs themfelves too. Mofes told 
them what had pafs’d, and that God would 
relicve their prefent neceffities very fuddenly 5 
and fo it prov’d, for foon after this came a 

There are vaft 


Affight of wonderlul flight of quails. 
quails drops: numbers of them by the Arabian Gulf, and 
une eae qa, thefe birds were fo tir’d with croffing it, that 
campy PLxOa. . . : . £ he 
xvi J3- they dropp’d quite weary into the camp of the 
Hebrews. They look’d upon this as a relict 
immediately fent from Heaven; all people 
itriving with carneftnels to have theix fhare of 
the bounty. Mofes went now to his prayers 
again, returning God thanks, both for what 
he had promifed, and what he had done. 
Arrer this firft repaft, God ‘prefently fent 
them another; for as Mofes was at his prayers, 
holding up his hands, there dropt from Hea- 
A fall of man- yen a kind of dew upon them, and as it fell 
na,Ver. 44, jr ftuck to them, and thicken’d. _Mofes pre~ 
ie fently fancied it to be a iccond fupply, and 


upon tafting-it was overjoy’d to find it fo. It 
was now winter, and the common fort of peo- 
ple would needs have this dew to be fnow. 
Mofes told them they were miftaken, and that 
this was no common dew, but fuch a nourifh- 
ment as they would find to be a competent] 
xemedy againft famine; and fo he firft tafted 
of it himiclf, and then gave it them to try; 
who after his example lik’d it exceedingly 


well; for it had the tafte of honey, and fome, 


xefemblance alfo of Bdellium, and was about 
the bignefs of a coriander-feed. There was 
great itriving for it in the gathering, till the 
matter was order’d by an edict, appointing 
that all people fhould gather every day alike, 
and the meafure of an omer to be the propor- 
tion; being affured at the fame time, that 
there fhould be no want of that food. This 
was order’d in favour of the weak, that they 
might not be run down, and to keep the ftron- 
ger from taking more than came to their fhare. 
Whoever fhonld exceed his meafure, in con- 


tempt of this cdiét, did only ‘také fo much 


the more pains to no manner of purpofe ; for 
whatever they kept til] the next day was good 
for nothing; for it bred worms, and turn’d 
bittcr. ‘Phere was one divine and incredible 


quality in this food, that whoever tafted it de-. 
They have in that country. 


dired nothing elfe. 
zo this very day certain dews and rains,which 
feem to have fomewhat of refemblance to 
this that fell upon the interceflion of Mofes. 


The Hebrews call it Manna, and * Man in our 
tongue fignifics an interrogation, as if we fhould. 
fay, What is this?) ‘They cclebrated this blef- 


_ ing with great joy, as coming from Heaven, 
aes their and this was their food for the forty years 
Wee Vers), they continued in the wildernefs. ° 

v2?" Arver their removal from hence to Re- 
phidim, they found themfelvcs parch’d up 


They wane With an intolerable thirft, having met with 
he a very little water for fome days before. Be- 
Le ask ing now’ come into a country where there was 
They mur- 0 water at alJ, they began to murmur againft 
a again, Mofes again; but he left them for a while by 

xod. xvii. 2. themfelyes, and ftept afide once more to his 


prayers, ‘ Befceching him, who gave them 


ec 


ce 
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meat when they were ready to ftarve, now to 
“° fupply them with drink to it when they were 
ready to choak ; for the one without the other 





ec 


,would not fatisty their appetites.” God 
without any delay promis’d Mofes a fountain 
and a flood of water, wherc he Jeaft expected 
it; commanding him to ftrike a rock near at 
hand there with his rod, and that rock fhould. 
fupply them abundantly with what they de~ 
fir’d, betide that ic fhould come without la~ 
bour too. Mbofes having receiv’d this anfwer 
went back to the pcople, who were now 
waiting with great impatience for his return ; 
for they faw him coming down from the moun- 
tain, looking intcntly upon him, to fee what 
tidings they could read in his countenance. 
Upon his returning back to the people, he told 
them, that God would deliver them alfo from 
this affliction of thirft, by a way. that they 
leaft fufpected ; that isto fay, by a river which 
fhould iffue out of that rock. “They fancied 
that they themfelves were to penctrate the 
rock to make way for the paflage ; which 
would have been a hard piece of work, they 
thought, for people to undertake, who were 


{pent and half dead with thirft and toil already. 


Mofes quickly undeceived them herein, by 


ftriking the rock with his rod; which in that 
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very initant threw ont a large ftream of water Water gufhes 


as clear as chryftal. 
ther the fpeétators:were more amaz’d at the 
operation, or delighted in the drinking of it; 
tor they found it fweet and agrecable, and fuch 
as became the dignity of the prefenter and the 
prefent. ‘They cxtoll’d Mofes to the skies, 
‘when they faw how much he was in God’s 
favour, and offer’d facrifices and thankfgivings 
for the benefits received. We find it writren 
in the holy feripture, which is depofited in 
the temple, that God had foretold to Mofcs 
this miracle of the water out of the rock, in 
fuch manner as we have heard. 








CHAP. I. 


Lhe kings of the Amalekites join in a confederacy 
_againft the Hebrews, and_are routed by Fofoua. 
Lhe arvival of the Hebrews at Mount Sinai. 


HE fame of the Hebrews was by this 

‘time in every body’s mouth, and their 
reputation fo great, far and near, that the 
provinces were all alarm’d at it, and entered 
into a confultation together how they might 
keep them at a diftance, or elfe utterly exter- 
minate and deftroy them; and to this purpofe 
they fent their ambafiadors up and down from 
one to another to manage the counfel of the 
league. ‘The chief inftigators of this defign 
were the inhabitants of the country.of Gobol, . 
and the city of Petra, who commonly went 
under the appellation of Amalekites, and were 
the moft martial people of that quarter. The 


fures among themfelves for carrying on a war 
againft the Hebrews, but drew in as many as 
they could of their neighbours to join with , 
them. ‘© Thefe people, they faid, were only 
“ a vagabond army of fugitives, who ran 
“ away out of Egypt, becaufe they would be 
<< no longer flaves there, to make war upon 
“ others. Now the beft way to deal with 
“ them, they faid, without either neglécting 
“© or making too flight of them, would be to 





* Droftus in his Queft. Hebr. lib. i. q. 62. and in his Difficil. loc. Exod. xxvi- rejeéts.and confures this inter- 


pretation. 


fall 


‘ , our 
Tt was hard to fay, whe- ren 6, 


ofarock, 


kings of thefe places not only concerted mea- The Amale- 
kite kings 
in a contede- 
racy againft 


he Hebrews. 
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An invafion 
refoly’d up- 
on. 

Mofes and 
the people. 
ftartled at it. 


Mofes keeps 
up their 
hearts. 


“ fall upon them, and fubdue them in time, 
« while their men were raw and undifciplin’d, 
“¢ and as yet never a plentiful province in their 
“ poffeffion to fupply them with reircihment 
“fo recover their ftrength, but their army 
‘¢ weak and fecble, and in want of all ne- 
“ ceilarics. In fhort, the fafeft policy would 
*¢ be to begin firft, and not ftand looking on, 
“¢ till they fhould have the confidence to be 
“ the agercflors. It would be but attacking 
“ them in the wildernefs, before they could 
“ make themfelves mafters of any places of 
*¢ ftreneth and importance, and the bufincfs 
“© would be effectually done. They laid it 
‘¢ down as a picce of ncceflary prudence, to 
“¢ nip the growing power of an enemy in the 
“¢ bud, and not itand waiting till by fucccfs 
* upon fuccefs he makes himielf ftronger, both 
“in power and reputation, and that it was 
*€ better to prevent the danger than to run 
‘ the rifque of overcoming it.” Upon the 
debating of the whole matter in the confede- 
rate council, it was refolv’d at laft by com- 
mon confent to carry on an invalive war againit 
the Hebrews, and fo to force them from their 
borders. 

Moses at that time not in the leaft {ufpecting 
any oppolition from the inhabitants, was not 
a little furpriz’d at this refolution, and his peo- 
ple were alfo in the greateft contufion imagi- 
nable, at the neceflity of fo unexpeéted a war 
with an cnemy who wanted nothing, and 
themfelves at all points fo unprovided. He 
minded them of God’s multiply’d declarations 
in their favour, his bringing them out of the 
land of Egypt, what he had done for them 
already, and what he would do further; and 
fo encourag’d them, in confidence of his power 
and goodnefs, to think of nothing but victory 
“* Never reckon upon the advantages, fays 
«© Mofes, of arms, money, and provifions, 
“ but confider that, to counterbalance all this, 
“© you have God on your fide to fight your 
“© battles, and then no matter for the odds of 
“© number and ftratagem. You have all thar 
“© and more in him who is your helper, who 
“ by his Almighty power hath brought you 
“* out of greater difficulties already. Have 
“© you not tound that God a friend ftill to you, 
** and an enemy to yourenemies? Witnefs 
‘© his miraculous prefervation of you in your 
“* extremities of hunger and thirft, and in 
‘© making that a fafe retreat to you thorough 
“° the fea, which at the fame time fwallow’d 
*‘ up your adverfaries. For a conclufion, fays 
“ he, the gaining of this victory will put you 
“ in poffeifion of all the good things of this 
“© world ; wherefore behave yourielves like 
«e men.”’ 

Turs difcourfe put new life into the people, 
fo that Mofes calling the heads and principals 
of the tribes together, addrefs’d himfelf to 
them all, both in general and in particular ; 
admonifhing the young men to hearken to their 
elders, and inculcating to all the reft obedience 
to their commander. They were by this time 
fo pertectly cured of their former apprehen~ 
fions, that they look’d upon any thing of dan- 
ger with a contempt, and under a kind of im~ 
paticnce to come to action, in the ftrong hope 
and expectation of fuch a victory, as would 
put 2 final end to their mifery; infomuch, that 
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they prefs’d Mofes, with great carnefinefs, to 
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bring them immediately to the encmy, and 
not to lofe fo critical an opportunity of fight- 
ing by an unfcafonable delay, when the fol- 
dicrs werc in fo good a humour for it. Moles 
upon this drew out a. detachment of the choiceft 
men he could find for fervice in the whole 
multitude, and fet Jofhuah the fon of Nun, 


{el; eminent for piety, a difciple of Mofes, 
and one who did not fhame his maftcr. He 
{ent out feveral troops of guards; fome to fe- 
cure their water, others their tents; and fome 
again to take care of the women and children. 


Boox III. 


Johhuah is 
and of the tribe of Ephraim over them; a ieee octal, 
man equally qualified both for arms and coun- **04-xvil 9 


All things were now in readinefs for an en- They pre- 


the foldicry in arms all night, 
waiting only. for the word of command from 
Motes, who was himfelf alfo the whole night 
in counfel with Jofhuah, and giving order 
about the battle. When it began to draw to- 
ward day, Mofes recommended it to Jofhuah 
to make good by his a¢étions what the world 
expected trom him upon that occation, and 
by the glory of that day to perpetuate his 
name to pofterity. He did the like to all the 
chief of the Hebrews apart, and fo in courfe 
to the whole body of the army. 

Havine thus inflam’d their refolutions into 
a gencrous fenfe of piety and honour, Mofes 
commended them to, God, and to their general 
Jothuah, himfelf going up to the mountain. 
The two armies join’d immediately, with all 
forts of encouragement from their leaders, and 
py battle was tought with great fury on both 
fides. 
the Hebrews prevail’d; but when he could 
hold them up no longer for wearinefs, the 
Amalckites had the better of it. But Mofes 
obferving this, fpake to his brother Aaron, 
and to Hur, the husband of his fifter Mariam, 
to ftand by him and fupport his hands for him, 
and to take care not to let them fallagain. The 
Amalekites after this were totally defeated, 
and had been all entirely cut off, if the dark- 
nefs of the night had not cover’d the mife+ 
rable remainder of them in their flight. 

THis was a victory fo glorious and feafon- 
able, that the whole hiftory of our anceftors 
cannot pretend to any thing beyond ir; * for 
it was a total and an abfolute overthrow, 
gain’d upon an invading enemy, and an aétion 
of fo great a reputation, that it ftruck a ter- 
ror into all the neighbouring provinces, befide 
a prodigious booty over and above; the pillage 
of the Amalckites camp being of an inetfti- 
mable value in gold and filver plate, curious 
brafs veflels of all forts, minted money, fine 
imbroidered cloaths, rich arms, and foldiers 
equipage, horfes, baggage, cattle, &c. both 
to {mall and great, and to thofe who them= 
{elves were but in a ftarving condition the day 
before. ‘This fuccefs, in fine, made the He~ 


pare for a 


battle. 


So long as Mofes held up his hands, Ver. rr. 


Ver. 12. 


The Amale- 

kites utterly 
efeated, 

Ver. 13. 


A vatt booty. 


brews more daring, induftrious, and forward - 


for any Virtuous exploit; and it was of 4 
mighty advantage, even at prefent, but not 
comparable to what it was in the iffue, and 
in the confequences of it; for this battle broke 
the very hearts, as well as the bodies of the 
enemy, and from that time forward, all the 
adjoining provinccs ftood in awe of the He- 
brews. This was the cvent of the battle; and 
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* Here a little liberty is taken in the tranflation, yer fo as not to injure the fenfe of the author. 
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. vane’d to 
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Chap. HT. . 


on the day following, Motes c 

dead bodies to be ftripp’d, and the featter’d 

‘arms of them who fled, to be gather’d. up and 

employ’d for fervice; rewards alfo to be diftri- 

buted to thofe who had made themfelves emi- 

nently remarkable in the battle. He did 

tight alfo to the general, in form, and with 

the folemnity of a publick declaration to the 

honour of his bravery and conduét ; the whole 

army feconding that iluftrious charaéter with 

Praifcs and acclamations. ‘The flaughter of 

the Amalckites was fo great, that they could 

make no eftimate of the number, and not fo 

Nor one He- much as one Hebrew flain in the aétion. 

brew flain. Mofes creéted an altar after this victory, in- 

Analtarin- 1erib’d to God. the conqueror, where he wor- 

fcrib’d to thipped with facrifices and thankfgivings, forc- 

God the con- telling at the fame time’ the uttcr extirpation 

queror,V. 15. of the Amalckites, for the bafenefs of their | © 

attcmpt upon the Hebrews, when they were i <*¢ 

in diftrefs, and ready to perifh in the wilder- | * 

nefs. Mofes concluded the folemnity with } « 

ieaftings and rejoicings, treating the gencral, ! 

‘the officers, and ‘the whole camp with foldierly } « 
entertainments fuitable to the occatfion. 

Tus was the firft battle the Hebrews fought 
after their coming out of Egypt, tothe utter 
rain and confufion of thcir enemies. When 

they had fpent fome few days in jolliry and 
refrefhment, they march’d forward with a 
better order’d army than before, and a much 
greatcr too; for the encmies arms that were 
taken upon the rout had much increas’d their 
number. Advancing at this rate by eafy 
marches, they reach’d Mount Sinai, the place 
where Mofes faw the vifion of the burning 
bufh, which we have fpoken of already. This 
was the third month after they left Egypt.- 


















Mofes ad- 


Exod. xiv. 1. 








CHAP. UL 


Raguel repairs to bis foi-in-law Mofes, to give 
itz joy of his fuccefs. . 


AGUEL had no fooner heard of the 
wonderful fucccfs of Mofes, but he pre- 
his tucceifes, fently took a journey to congratulate his fon- 
Exod. xviii. 9. in-law, and to fee how it fared with his daugh- 
ter Sepphora, and their children. Mofes was 
overjoy’d to fee him, and fo offer’d a facrificc, 


Raguel gives 
Mofes OV of 


They facri- and featted the whole multitude, in the order | “ 
ue a fealt. of their tribes and families, at a {mall diftance |“ 
gers from the burning bufh that the fire could not 
€ 


er. 12, = . ° 
confume. Aaron, in the mean while, with 


Raguel and the reft, chanted forth hymns of 
praife and honour to the author of their fafe- 
ty, freedom, and deliverance; not forgetting 
their admirable leader, and ‘how all things 
profper’d that he took in hand. Neither was 
Raguel behind hand in doing right to the ar- 
my, and to the dignity of their preferver, by 
whofe authority and dire@tion {6 many wife 
and brav@ men were conduéted and govern’d. 


—_—_— 
CHAP. Iv. : 


Raguel gives Mofes advice about religion and go- 
verament, aud for the ordering of bis ariuzy. 


R AGUEL took notice one day, 





as his 


fon-in-law was hearing of caufes, how in- 
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aufed all the ; tolera 
inity of attending 
|} could not well fay 
without giving an i 
publick juttice ; 
great a reverence for the authori 
that he became their fole arbitc 
they thinking no 
to afcertain juftice amon 
even they, againft who 
would contentedly abid 
acquiefce in his deter 
convinced that he was aétuatcd b 
of honour and impartiality, 
and corruption. 

hurry of the day 
Mofes apart, 
the matter. 


95 


bly he was opprefs'd with the importu- 
fo much bufineis; but he 
any thing of it at prefent, 
ntcrruption to the courfe of 
befide that the people had fo 
ty of Mofes, 
r of caufes, 
other perfon fo well quatified 
g them as he. fo that 
m_ he gave judgment; 
e by his fentence, and 
being fully 
y @ principle 
and not Qf avarice 
So foon therefore as ever the 
was well over, Ragucl took 
and gave him his opinion upon 
“ You have, fays he, more work Raguel’s ad- 
upon your hand than ‘tis poflible for one vice to Mo- 
man to difpatch. As for the matter of pri- fs Ver 14. 
vate perfonal caufes, they are fo numerous 
you can never go through with them; 
wherefore you fhould do well to imploy 
other people, as you have choice enough, 
for the difcharge of that funétion. Bur, 
fays Raguel further, as to what concerns 
religion ‘and government, that mutt be your 
particular province; for there’s no man fo 
fit to be trufted with the care of fo many 
thoufand fouls as yourfelfi You cannot bur 
be fenfible of the excellent faculties where- 
with God. hath endowed you; how inftru- 
mental you have been to the faving of the 
people under your charge, and how necet. 
fary your counfel and affiftance will yet be 
to them for the future 3 wherefore do you 
attend the worfhip of God, wherein you 
fhall highly contribute to the common wel- 
fare of yourfelf, and of thofe under you; 
and for the trial of caufes betwixt man and. 
man, you may leave it ro fuch minifters as 
you think proper. Now with ref{pect to 
your other affairs, the thing I would ad- 
vife you is this. Take a mufter of all 
your troops, and divide them into fo many 
bodies, of ten thoufand men a-piece, placing 
officers over every one of thefe bodies ; you 
fhall afterwards fubdivide them into thou- 
fands, five hundreds, hundreds, and fifties, 
With officers over them too; and fo divide 
them again into thirties, twentics, and tens, 
with diftinét officers alfo belonging to them, 
to take their names from the number of men 
they command, and all thefe to have their 
Proper judges to determine controverfies 5 
thofe judges to have the approbation of the 
people for men of probity and Virtue 3 yet 
in cafes of great difficulty and importance, 
let them repair to you. ‘By this means the 
people fhall have right done them, and you 
yourfelf be at liberty’to attend God’s wor- 
fhip for the good of the army, without any 
interruption.” Mofes was fo well pleafed 


nination, 


with this fcheme of Raguel’s, that he order’d 
the projeét to be p 
contrivance of his own,. 
his father-in-law, : 
‘honour of it before the people. Mofes has eo 
declar’d as much in his writings alfo, ever ace °°" 74 

counting it more laudable 
their due, than for one man-to ufurp to himfelf 
the reputation of another 
this will be fitrer for another place. 


ut in execution, not as any 
but as the advice of The juftice 
to whom he afcrib’d the fole and modefty 


to give worthy men 


man’s merit But 
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EPHUS of 


Boox III. 






















CHAP. V. 


Mofes goes up to the mount, where he receives the 
two tables of the decalogue from God, which he 


communicates to the people. 
VW HILE they continued in this placc, 
Mofes call’d the people together, and 
told them that he was going to the top of 
Mount Sinai to converfe with Ged, and not 
without hope of bringing them comfortable 
news at his return 3 commanding them in the 
mean time however to pitch their tents at the 
foot of the mountain, where they might be 
near at hand; and fo Mofes went up. . 
Mounr Sinai is by much the highcft emi- 
nence in all thofe countries, and betwixt the 
extreme height and the cragginefs of the 
rocks, it fees not only inacceilible, but wea- 
rifome to the very cye to look up at it. The 
place is accounted facred, upon the eredit of 
an ancient tradition of God’s having his habi- 
tation there. "The Hebrews removed their tents, 
and pofted themfelves at the foot of the moun- 
tain, as Mofes had commanded them ; lifting 
up their hands to God, and mufing within 
themfelves what thofe good tidings might be, 
which Mofes, when he went up, promis’d to 
bring them at his return. In his abfence they 
kept their feftivals, purifying themfelves, and 
living in continence for three days, even from 
their own wives, as they were order’d; foli- 
citing Almighty God with hourly prayers to 
be gracious to Mofes, and grant them fome- 
what by him that might conduce to the peace 
and happinefs of their lives. They feafted 
upon this occafion with great magnificence, and 
had their wives and children drefs’d up with | “ 
more pomp and ornament than ufual. ‘This 
lafted two days; but upon the third, before 
fun-rife, in as clear a sky as ever was fcen, 
there appear’d a cloud which cover’d and en- 
compafs’d the whole camp of the Hebrews; 
the firft prodigy of that kind fince the creation. 


an 
an 


Mores goes 
up to Mount 
Sinai, Exed. 
NIX, 20. 


Aterrible This was afterwards follow’d with a terrible |“ 
te q tempeft of thunder and lightening, wind and | “ 
Paes rain; intimating that God had met Mofesthere | “ 
lightening, ? Db oa 


Exod. xix.1$.in @ propitious manner. ‘The reader may take 
this as he pleafes ; but it will not become me 
to depart trom the leaft tittle of what I find 
written inholy fcriptures. ‘The Hebrews were 
fo terrified at what they had feen and heard, 
as well for the novelty and ftrangenefs of the 
thing, as for the common rumour of God’s 
dweling upon this mount, that they durft not 


“ You men and brethern, Hebrews: as 
our moft gracious God hath been always hi- 
therto propitious to your prayers, fo I amnow 
to tell you, upon this prefent Occafion, that 
he hath received your meflenger with infinite 
grace and goodnefs: and you are likewife 
to reft aflured, that he will take your army 
into his proteétion, and prefcribe to you 
fuch ways of living that you yourfelves can- 
not fo much as with to be more happy, than 
a careful obfervance of thofe Rules will make 
you. Wherefore as you have any reverence 
tor that God, and for al! the mighty things 
that he hath done in your favour, do not 
make flight, 1 befeech you, of what I am a- 
bout to fay. Do not think the worfe of the 
matter for the meanncfs of the bearer of it; 
but know, that at this inftant it is God who 
{peaks to you, tho’ by the tongue of a man. 
You are only to confider the goodnefs, and 
the advantage of the commands I bring you; 
and to adore the Majefty of that God, who 
for the promoting of your happinefs, hath 
condefcended to make ufe of me for the re~ 
porter of his gracious will and plcafure to- 
wards you. Donot any longer look upon me 
as Mofes the fon Amaram and Jochabel, but 
but as the inftrument who for your fake cauf~ 
ed the water of the Nile to be turned into Mofes fets 
blood, and with variety of plagues broke sorb ec 
the hearts of the Egyptians: He who pav’d Tra tone 
you a way thro’ the Sca, and fetch’d Food 
for you from Heaven, and Water out of the 
rock, for you todrink: He who made Adam 
Lord of the world; fav’d Noah from the 
Deluge; put Abraham, our progenitor, in 
poffeffion of the Land of Chanaan: he who 
made Sarah bring forth [aac in the old age 
of his parents, blefs’d Jacob with twelve ve= 
ry godly fons, and made Jofeph governor of 
Sypt; itis he, in fine, who by my hand, 
honours you with thefe precepts and com- 
mands; and you are to value me only as the 
interpreter of his holy will. Keep thefe 
commands facred and inviolate, and let them 
be dearer to you than your wives and chil- 
dren: your obedience fhall make your lives 
happy, the fea calm, your wives fruitful, 
your lands fhall bring forth encreafe, and 
you fhall be a terror to your encmics: for, 
tays Mofes, I have fpoken with God face to 
face; I have heard his divirle voice, and I - 
am likewife to aflure you, that, he hath a 
fatherly tendernefs for you, and will take 
care of your pofterity.” 
Ar the end of this difcourfe he conduéted 





fo much as put their heads out of their tents, 
but fell into a confternation, giving it for 
The people granted, that God in his wrath had taken away 
thought Mo- Mofes, and that they themfelyes were to ex- 
a been peét the fame fate. As they lay ready to fink 
: under this dreadful apprehenfion, Mofes ap- 
pear’d ; but with fo much joy and majefty in 
his countenance, that all their fears vanifh’d, 
and this change made way for hopes of better 
things ; the air alfo recovering its former fe- 

renity. 

Waite this pafs’d, Mofes fummon’d the 
people to attend, and hear what God had given 
him in charge todeliver: whereupon they drew 
together, and Mofes betaking himfelf to a ri- 
fing ground, where he might be beit feen and 
heard, addrefs’d himfelf to the people in man- 
ner following: 





the people with their wives and children to a FE 
lace where they might hear the voice of God The voice «f 
Peaking to them, and teaching them what they God {pestis 
were to do. This he did for the authority of PRE 
the promulgation; for it would not have made P. 
fo decp an impreffion upon the minds of the 
hearers from the lips of any mortal: fo they 
all heard a voice defending from above; and 
it was fo diftinét too, that they all underftood 
it. But for the commandments that Motes left 
in writing in the two tables, we are not to pub- 
lifh the very words; but the minutes of them 
are as follow. We are taught, Ee 
I. Tar that there is but one God, and that The tencot} 
he alone is to be worfhipped. mandments 
If. Tuaz no image of any living creature eee “ 
is to be ador’d, nica 






Il. Tuat 








Chap. V: 

IW. Tar no man is to fwear rafhly. 

IV. Txar the feventh day is to be kept ho- 
ly, and not to be profaned by any common 
work. : 

V. Tuar parents are to be honour’d. 

VI. Tar we are not to commit murder. 

VII. Tuavr we are not to commit adultery. 

VIUL Tuar we are not to commit theft. 

IX. Tuar we are not to bear falfe witnefs. 

X%. Tuar we are not to covet any thing that 
is our neighbour’s. 

Waewn the people had heard the fame things 
over again from the voice of God, which Mo- 
fes had told them of beforehand, they were 
abundantly fatisfied, and fo the aflembly broke 
up. But before many days were over, they 
came frequently to Mofes’s tent, foliciting him 

‘The people carneftly to procure them a body of laws for 
folicit Mofes the ordering of civil matters; who gratified 
to provide them with a provifion alfo of fuch laws, pre- 
Ss {cribing what to do, and what not, and how 
government, tO govern themfelves one with another. But 
I fhall refer the greater part of thole laws to 
a tract by itfelf 
Ir was about this time that Mofes went up 
again to the mount, having firft told the people 
the mount, of his intent, that he might not want witnctics 
Bere hie <n of his afcention, His {tay being longer than 
days, Exon, they expected, (for he was forty days abfent,) 
xxiv. 13-~1§. the people began to be in pain, for fear fome 
mifchict might have befallen him; and in all 
their troubles nothing gave them fo fenfible 
an affliction as the apprehenfions of his being 
deftroyed ; but feveral perfons were of feveral 
opinions: they who had the Icaft kindnefs for 
him, would have ic that he was devour’d by 
wild beafts; others had the charity to fancy 
that God had taken him to himfelf; but the 
wifer fort divided their opinions betwixt thefe 
two. ‘ If it fhould prove, they faid, that he 
“¢ was indeed torn to pieces by wild beatts, 
“¢ what was there more in it than a mifhap in 
“one of the common accidents of life ?” 
And then for the fuppofition of his being raken 
up to God, it was in truth but a conjecture 
fuitable to the reverence they had for his vir- 
tue. Betwixt thefe two furmizes, they were 
not caft down fo much for his fake, as for their 
own, in the lofs of fuch a governor and patron, 
as was never to be repair’d. their grief and 
defperation left them no place to hope for any 
thing; and in thefe hopclefs circumftances they 
could not yet forbear lamenting: Nay, they 
durft not fo much as move theircamp, becaute 
of the order they had to wait his coming 
back. 
Ar the end of forty days and forty nights, 
and without either meat or drink in that inter- 


Mofes goes 
up again to 


; Mofes fafls 
t forty days 


: ae val, Mofes returns and fhews himfelf, to the 
oes unf{pcakable joy of the whole army. He told. 
: them how much they were the care of divine 
} providence; for in thefe days of his abfence 
; he had been inftruéted in the meafures and con- 
duét of a good'and happy life. He toldthem 
te orders the that it was God’s command they fhould build 

widing of a him a tabernacle for himfelf at any time, to 


- tab > 
Bats come down to, when he pleafed, and be among 
 &e, them; but rather as to a vilit, than to a place 
of abode. After this, there would be no fur- 
; ther need, he faid, of travelling up into Mount 
Sinai; for he would come down to them. 
This tabernacle was ftill to go along witli the 
army, where God would be always at hand to 


receive their praycrs. 
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As to the meaftires and model of it, Mofes The model 
told them that he had his inftructions, and a aoa 
that there was nothing more for them to do, & * 
than prefently to criter upon the undertaking. 
With this he produced the two tables of the 
ten commandments, five in each column, and 
of God’s own writing. 








CHAP. VI. 


Mofes builds a tabernacle according to God's ap~ 
pointinent for bis holy worfbip. / 


HE people’s affections were fo elevated 
with the difcourfe and prefence of Mo- 
fes, that they made collcétions iu ftrife who 
fhould do moft toward the advancing of this 
ftruéture. They prefented gold, lilver, cop- Large contvi- 
per, curious wood that would not take the cote Cae 
worm, goats hair, purple and fearlet-colour’d WA rn 
fheep-skins, and fome white, fore blac; 
wool of the fame tinéture; fine linnon, pre- 
cious ftones for ornament fet in gold; per- 
fumes of all forts; and all this toward the 
ufe and fervice of the tabernacle, which was, 
in efleé&t, but a kind of an ambulatory portable 
temple. . So foon as the contribution was 
made, fome giving to the uttermoft of, their 
abilities, others even beyond them, Mofes {ets 
his architeéts at work upon it without delay, 
as God had commanded; and they were io 
great mafters in their way too, that the people 
would have pitch’d upon the fame perfons, 
even if it had been left to their own choice. 
Their names we have upon record in the holy The names 
fcriptures; as Bezalcel of the tribe of Judah; of the chief 
the fon of Uri, and Mariam the fitter of Mofes; sete ae 
Aholiab, the fon of Ahefamach, of the tribe >" Bead 
of Dan. Nay, the people were fo free of “""*" ° 
their moncy, goods, and pains, that Mofes— 
was fore’d to reftrain them by a proclamation, 
and bid them hold their hands, there being 
more than enough brought in already. And 
the mafter-builders were of that opinion, fo 
that they were now to begin the building of 
the fabrick; Mofes direéting the magnitude 
and the proportion of it, according to what 
God had appointed in the mount. | He gave 
particular orders alfo for the facrificing veilels, 
with the fize and number of thofe who were 
to be employ’d in the divine worfhip. ‘The 
zeal and bounty of the women too was very 
remarkable, in the fparkling magnificence and 
curiofity of the facerdotal veitments, | and 
whatever elfe might ferve to illuftrate either : 
the place or the duty. 

Tunes being thus prepar’d, and the gold, 
filver, brafs, loom-work, and other materials 
all in readinefs, Mofes proclaim’d a feftival, 
where every man was to attend, and facrifice 
according to his ability: and fo foon as that 
folemnity was over, he went immediately in 
hand with the ereéting of a tabernacle accord 
ing to this following Model. 

‘THE outward court was to be fifty cubits in 
breadth, a hundred in length; twenty brazen 
pillars on each fide long ways, ten a-crofs, and 
every pillar five cubits in height, with rings 
and borders to it of filver: the bafes of brafs 
curioufly wrought and gilded, and faften’d in- 
to-the ground with pins of a cubic in length, 
pointed at the end like the foot of a pike: 


which with the help cords that pafs’d enor 
the 


Mofes ereécts 
a tabernacle, 
Exod. xxxviil, 
9, &c. 

The model 
of ite 
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pillars was the moft holy place, which was 
inacccflible even to the prictts themfclvcs; to 
whom the reft of the tabernacle was all open. 
This divifion of it into three parts fecms to 
hold fome analogy with-the confideration of 
the univerfe. The firft part; where the very 
pricits were not permitted to center, may be 
allow’d to have fome refemblance to Héaverl 
itfelf, as the throne of the divine Majetty ; 
and for the other twenty cubits, where only 
the priefts had admittance, it bore a refem- 
blance, in fome fort, to the earth and the fea. 
At the entrance into this tabernacle, there 
were five gilded columns planted upon bates 
of brafs, and all cover’d with curtains of fine ‘Phe curtains, 
yarn, dy’d into blue, purple, and fearlet, and Lixod. SHERV Is 
woven together. The firlt of thefe curtains >” 
was ten cubits fquare, and ferv’d for a cover- 
ing to the partition betwixt the moft holy 
place and the holy, to keep the former out of 
fight. ‘The temple itfelf was call’d holy ; but The Holy, 
the fpace within the four pillars bears the ane me oly 
name of Holy of Holies. This curtain or ne ee 
veil was beautified with all forts of flowers 
and curious figures, living creatures only cx- 
cepted. ‘There was yet another veil, that for 
{izc, colours, and imbroidery, was not infe- 
rior to the former; and this overfpread the 
five pillars at the coming in. It was faften’d 
at the top with hooks and eycs, and fo down 
to the middle of the five columns, Icaving 
the reft open for the pricfts to enter by. This 
veil had another over it, of the fame largencfs, 
and almoft contiguous to it, but the web 
flaxen; and it had rings tack’d to it, with 2 
ftring run through them, to draw at pleafure, 
upon feftival days, to give the people the fight 
of the under curtain, with all the ornamcnts 
of its imbroidery and figures. At other times, 
and chicfly in foul weather, the upper curtain 


Book IIL. 
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the rings bound the whole frame together, 
trom top to bottom, and kept it firm and fteady 
againft che ftrongeit blafts. It was alfo cncom- 
pals’d with a vcil of curious fine linnen, that 
hung from the cornifhes down to the very bafes, 
which ferv’d for.a wall to the enclofure. 
Turse were the dimenfions of three fides 
ofthe work, and it was alfo fifty cubits in’ 
front: twenty of them left open for a door or 
entrance, with two planks or quarters, like 
gate-poits on cach fide of the pailage. They 
were corer'd all over with filver work, only 
the bafes were brafs. here were likewife fix 
other planks, three on cach hand, that for 
dtrength’s fake werc jointed one into another, 
and a curious curtain drawn over them. ‘The 
gate fpace being twenty cubits wide, was five 
nifo in depth, and cover’d with a delicate im- 
broidery of flowers and figures (living crea- 
turcs only excepted) in violct colours, f{carlet 
and purpic, upon a veil of fine linnen. 
Wrrurn the court-gate ftood a laver for 
water, being a large vefi¢l of brafs, with a 
foot of the fame, for the priefts to wafh their 
hands and their feet in. 
The pofition In the middle of this court ftood the taber- 
of the taber- naele, fronting to the eaft for the advantage of 
nacle. receiving the beams of the rifing Sun. It was 
thirty cubits in length, and twelve in breadth, 
and juft as high as it was broad. Onc fide of it 
look’d towards the fouth another to the north ; 
and the back part of it to the weft. The two 
fides were made up of forty wooden planks, 
twenty of a fide, and_ the form of them qua- 
drangular, a cubit and a half in breadth, and 
four Fingers thick, plated all over with gold; 
two tenons to every plank, and two filver bafes, 
with mortifles to reccive thefe tenons. On the 
weit fide there ftood fix other boards, which 
were likewife over-laid with gold, and fo nicc- 
ly put together, that they feem’d to be all of | ferv’d for a cover to preferve the former, being 
a-picce. Now thefe twenty boards, being cach | of a ftuff that was proof againft rain. This 
of them a cubit and a half over, make up the | kind of curtain has been made ufe of at the 
jut length of thirty cubits, the fix boards | door of the temple from the very building of 
on the weftern fide only nine cubits ; but then | it to this day. 
there were two other planks to join them, one Tuere were likewife ten pieces of hanging, 
at each corner in the fame polition, and of} of eight and twenty cubits compafs cach and 
the fame length and breadth with the other, | four cubits deep, and fo cxatly coupled to=- 
bur much thicker, to bind the ends and_ that | gether with golden loops, as if they had been 
fide of the tabernacle the fafter together.) all but one intire picce. Thefe hangings co- 
Every plank had golden rings or ftaples driven | ver’d the whole tabernacle top and fides, with- 
into it, and all fo orderly difpos’d, that they | in one foot of the ground. ‘Chere were like- 
anfwer’d onc another in a direét line. Through } wife eleven pieces more of the fame depth 
thefe rings there went feveral bars, of five} but fomewhat longer; that is to fay they 
cubits in length, and plated all*over with | were thirty cubits cach, and made of hair, as 
gold; which reaching from end to end, kept | the other were of wool, and the workmanthip 
the whole quarter tight, by framing one picce | every jot as artificial, ‘Thefe curtains were a 
into another. On the back part, or the lowcr | covcring to the other ten; and as they hung 
end of this ftructure, the boards were all rang’d | down loofe and flowing” upon the ground 
and order’d after the fame manner, by pafling | they carricd fome fort of rcfemblance to the 
a gilt bar through as many rings as there were | canopy of a bed. ‘The cleventh curtain was 
plates, and accommodating one bar to anothcr. | put over the door of the tabernacle, the odd. 
There were moreover bolts and ftaples at the | number being fpecially defign’d for that fer= 
corners to keep the ends and fides together;| vice. This covering of goat’s hair had yet 
which, by the help of mortifles to bind onc | another of skins over that, for a fhelter againft 
picce to the other, fecur’d the tabernacle againft | heats and rains. The {peétacle in fine; was 
wind and weather. fo great a furprizc to pcople at a diftance by 
The divifion | Tus infide of this tabernacle was divided | the sky-colour appearance of it, that it feem’d 
ore ee into thfice ten cubitsinlength. At ten cubits|to the eye a perfect reprefentation of the Hea- 
Failieey oe from the bottom there ftood four pillars a-|vens. Now thefe curtains of hair-cloth and 
crofs, of the fame workmanfhip, and the fame | skins were, as that over the gate, for a fence 
matter, and upon bafes of the fame make and | againft the injurics of the feafon. e ‘The frame 
metal already fpoken of, ftanding at cqual Artz the finifhing of the tabernacle as 274 figure 0 


diflances one from the othe “ithin thefe - ey went i i the ark 
i he other. Within thefe | above, they went in hand with the ark of Exod, xxv 


God, 1--6. 
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pomegranates, and little cups and difhes of all 
pure gold, to the number of feventy picces;- 
that fhot up out-of the fhank into feven branch- 
cs, aniwcring the number of the planets, and 
they were ranged in an order of uniformity 
one to another. On the top of thefe feven 
branches were as many lamps; which, as the 


God, which was made of a wood that the 
Hebrews call Heoron, the ftrongeft and firmett 
of all plants, and the moft fecure againft rot- 
ting or taking the worm. ‘The figure of the 
ark was this; it was two cubits and a half in 
length; one and a half broad, and as much 
in depth; cover’d all over with the purett 5 y 
gold, and fo order’d both within and with- | candleftick flood tloping, faced toward the 
our, that there was no wood to be feen; the | eaft and the fouth. ; 
cover was cramp’d together with golden hooks, Be TWIXT the candleftick and the table, aS The altar of 
curious and firm to admiration, and every |aforcfaid, there was a little alrar for incenfe, incente. 
where fo fmooth, that there was no danger of} of the fame ftrong and incorruptible wood 
one part galling another. At the two ends were | with the ark; one cubit fquare for length and 
“riveted into the frame four golden rings, one | breadth, and the height of double ;- a golden 
at cyery corner 3 and through thofe rings two | fire-hearth, and a crown of the purctt gold 
gilded bars laid acrofs, on cach fide one, to| round abour ic from corner to corner, with. 
remove the ark at any time from place to | rings and ftayes through them, for the cafe of 
place upon occafion; for they ufed no other | carriage. Aug 
way” of tranfporting it, than’as the prieftsand| | ‘Tere was alfo another alrar ercéted be» Exod. kxxviii. 
Levites carried it upon their fhoulders. Upon |fore the tabernacle, the frame of the fame 
this cover were ‘two figures, which the He- | wood with the former; five cubits fquare, and 
The cheru- brews call Cheruibs; a kind of wing’d creature, | three in height, finifh’d after the fame dcfign 
bims,Ver. 7+ anfwering the defeription of what Mofes faw | with the former, fave that it was plated all 
about the throne of God, and the like to|over with brafs; and in the middle of ir, be= 
which no mortal had ever feen before. In|twixt top and bottom, a brazen grate of a 
"The two ta- this ark were depofited the two tables of the | kind of net-work, for the afhes to fall through. °° 
bles depo- — decalogue; five of the commandments in cach | There were alfo funnels, vials, cenfers, cups 
fred inthe sable, and two and a half ina column. ‘This |and pans, and other ncceflaries for the fervice 
me ark, in fine, was laid up in the fandctuary. of the altar, all of the fineft gold. ‘This 
The rable of I~ this tabernacle Mofes plac’d a table, not |may ferve for an account of the tabernacle, 
fhew-bread, ynlike that at Delphi * ; two cubits in length, | and of the veficls thereunto ‘belonging. 
ieee cy one in breadth, and the height a cubit 
"and ahalf. The feet of it from the middle 
downward were exactly like thofe the Dorians 
make ufe of for their beds, and made round; 
_but from thence upwards fquare, with a bor- 
der of four fingers thicknefs, jutting out, and 
2 crown of gold over and anaee ir on.every 
fide. Under this border there were four rings 
of gold, faften’d into the upper part of the 
four fect; one at each corner, and gilt bars’ 
of the firmeft wood that pafs’d through them, 
and ferv’d for handles upon the rcmoval of 
it from one place to another. ‘This table ftood 
in the temple toward the north, not far from 
the fandctuary itfelf. ‘There were fet upon it 
Theunlea~ twelve loaves of unleavened bread, {ix on 
ven'd bread, each fide of the table, and piled in order, onc 
Exed. sl 25. over another. They were made of the fineft 
flower 5 two Affars in quantity, or {even At- 
tick Coryla’s }, after the Hebrew meafurc. 
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CHAP. VIL 


Of the priefts and high-prieft’s veftiments  pivifi- 
cations and feffivals. 

O proceed now to the veftments appoint- The rrieits 
ed both for the ordinary priefts, and the veftments. 
high-pricft ; as well thofe that they call Cha- 

ngans of the one, as for the || Anarabachcs 

himfclf, which fignifies the prince of the priefts, 

of the other. We thall begin with the for- 

mer. ‘No prieft was to officiate without being 

firit purified, according to the order and ‘«:= 

reétion of the law: his under garment was oi 

fine twifted linnep, and made up much after 

the fafhion of our trowffes or drawers: the 

Hebrews call it a Manachafe, or a binder. The Manachafe, 
fect were to be put through it, and fo drawn oF Macha- 


Over thefe loaves were two golden difhes of | up over ‘the thighs; open downward from DoF 
? 3 . : . Michnafe, 
incenfe. At the end of {even days thcfe loaves | the top, and fait girt about the loins. Exod. xxxix. 


Over this was a coat of very fine linnen, 28. 

which the Hebrews call-‘Chethemene, that is Chethemene, 
to fay, a linnen cloth; as Chethon is taken or Chethone, 
for the flax it is made of.. It fat clofe to the Y«™ 27: 
whole body, with ftraight fleeves, and reach-~ 

ing down to the heels. This coat was faften’d 

with a girdle about the middle, of four fingers 

broad, and {fo artificially fer our with needlc~ 


were taken away, and orhers put in their 
places. Now the feventh day is that which 
we call our fabbath; bar we ihall fpcak fur- 
ther of this in another place. 
The golden = Jus over againft this table, on the fouth 
candlettick, = fide, ftood a golden candleftick, the work of 


oe the founder, and caft hollow; the weight of 


Exod. xi, 2g. it an hundred mines #,-which the Hebrews call 
Cinchares, and the Greeks a Talent. This} work, in divers colours, that ic had fome re- 
candlettick was fet out with bowls, lilies, [femblance to the skin of a fhake. There 


a ae ee this was made after the fafhion of the Delphic table, bur that the Delphic table was made after the 
model of this. : 

} An Attick Cotyla heing about our half pint, feven of them muft make three pints and an half; and two AG 
fars being, equivalent to feven Cotyla’s, an Affar muft be one pint and three fourths Englifh meafure. Admitting 
therefore a pint of flower to weigh a pound, each loaf muft be about four pounds in weight; that ‘is, about half 
a pound lefs than one of our quartern loaves. : 

+ The Mines here meant we apprehend to be the common Attick Mina, which reduced to Englifh trey weight, 
cenfifted of cleven ounces, feven penny weights, fixteen grains, and two fevenths, an hundred of which muft amount 
to ninety four pound, cen ounces. 
sh Or Chamerebbes See Braunius concerning tlie veltments of the Hebrew priclts, Hib. i. 2, and 16. and 

Ibn Cc. y. es , , 
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were wrought into this girdle feveral flowers 

and figures in blue, purple, and fcarlet, but 

the ground was linnen. It went twice about 

the body of the prieft, and for the bettcr gracc, 

hung down from his breaft to his feet, iaving 

only when he was in the cxercife of his func- 

tion, and in that cafe he caft it over his left 

fhoulder, to avoid being incommoded with it 

when in the difcharge of his office. Motes 

Abaneth, calls this girdle Abancth, and we at this day 

Ex. xxxix.29. call ic Emian, a word that we have borrowed 

from the Babylonians. This garment was 

made without either plaits or folds, wide in 

the neck, and buckled together before and be- 

Maffbazanes hind; the Hebrew name for it is Matflaba- 
Ver. 27. zanes. 

Tre 


prieft had alfo a kind of mitre or bon- 
net, like a {mall helmet, 


that cover’d little 


more than onc half of his head; the name of 


Mafnaemph- ic is * Mafnacmphthes. It was made of lin- 

thes, Ver. 28. nen, and bound together with filleting over 
and over to keep it fteddy. ‘There was yet 
another cap of curious fine linnen, that ferv’d 
for a coycring to the former, and camc fo low, 
that there was not fo much as a ftitch or a 
feam of the other to be feen; and every part 
of it was fo fecur’d one to another, that there 
was no danger of any thing loofening or fal- 
ling, to difturb the prieft in his office. This 
is enough faid of the priefts veftments in com- 
mion one with another. 

As to the high-prieft, over and above all 
the ornaments already exhibited, he had others 
peculiar to his office; as a purple robe that 

The high- Came down to his ankles, which we call Me- 
prieft’s Me- thir; with fuch a girdle for colours and fi- 
cnet gures, as that which we have formerly men- 
Meeir, V. 22. tion’d, faving only that this has alfo an inter- 
mixture of gold. The skirt of this veft was 
trimm’d with a fringe, and hung round with 
pomegranates and golden bells of curious work- 
manfhip, which were interchangeably plac’d, 
and at cqual diftances one from another. ‘This 
garment was all of a-picce, and without feam, 
and had no opening to it, but only length- 
ways, a little below the fhoulders behind, and 
fo to the middle of the breaft before, with a 
border to it for decency’s fake, to keep the ga- 
ping out of fight, with another border like- 
wife to that pare of it that was left open for] 
the arms to pafs through the flecves. 
Over this veftment there was yct a third,, 
The Ephod, which was call’d the Ephod, and much the 
Ver. 2,&c. fame with the Epomis of the Greeks, accord- 
ing to the defcription, It was a cubit in: 
length, embroider’d all over with gold, and; 
a glorious variety of colours covering the} 
whole breaft ; and it had likewife flceves to it,, 
fo that it was no other in effeét than a fhorti 
coat. i 
Upon the fore part of this robe, and in the; 
middle of the breaft, there was left a void’ 
The Effen, or place of a {pan fquare for the + Effeén, which 
teagiahs the Grecks call Logion, as much as to fay in 
Latin, the |] Rationale, or the Oracle. This 
fquare picce did juft fll up that vacancy, 
which was in truth left on purpofe for ic. 
There were golden rings at every corner, and 
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purple ribbons run through them, to faften the 
Ephod and the Rationale one to the other. 
And then to fill up all {paces, and cover the 
feams, the intervals were wrought over with 
ftrings of the fame colour. he high-pricit 
had upon each fhoulder a fardonyx fer in gold, 
which two ftones ferv’d for buckles to clatp 
one part of the Ephod to the other, with gol- 
den ringles to bind them and the Rationale 
together. Upon thefe ftones were engraven in 
Hebrew charaéters the names of Jacob’s 
twelve fons; the fix clder upon that on the 
right fhoulder, and the other fix on the leit. 
There were fet alfo in the Effen, or Rationale, 
twelve ftones of fuch a fize and Iluftre, thac 
both for the ornament and the value they were 
incftimable. ‘Thefe ftones were difpos’d of in- 
to four rows, at three ina row; and divided 
onc from another by little partitions of gold, 
to fecure them from falling out. In the firit 


a fapphire ; in the third a ligyrius, an ame- 
thift, and an agate; and in the fourth a chry- 
folite, an onyx, and a beri]. In thefe twelve 
precious ftones were fet down feverally the 
names of Jacob’s twelve fons, which we look 
upon as the heads of our tribes; and fo their 
names were there inferted in the order of fe- 
niority and birth. Now whercas thefe hooks 
or faftenings were not fufficient of themfelves 
to fupport the weight of fo many precious 
ftones, there were two larger and itronger 
pieces tack’d to the upper part of the Ratio- 
nale, toward rhe-neck that ftood out above 
the work of the garment 3 and to thefe were 
faften’d two wreath’d golden chains that were 
convey’d by fecret paflages up to the fhoulder- 
piece. ‘The upper end of thefe chains was car- 
ried about to the back, and fo hook’d witha 
ring behind, upon the border of the Ephod; 
and this was the principal holdfaft that kept 
all firm together. ‘There was alfo ftitch’d to 
the Rationale, a girdle of the colour before 
{poken of, but interwoven with gold. It went 
twice round the body, and being tied by a 
knot before, the rwo ends were ler loofe to 
hang dangling down, and a curious gold fringe 
to each of them. 


another of purple or violet colour over it, and 
a triple crown of gold about it; over which 
crown was the refemblance in gold of a kind 
of cup, in form like the bud of the plant 
which the Hebrews call Saccharus, and the 
Greeks Hyofcyamos. But for the fake of thofe 
who have neither feen this plant, nor know 
any thing of it, or of others that perhaps 
may have heard of the name, and yet be 
ftrangers to the nature of it, ic will not be 
amifs to give a fhore defcription of it. ‘This 
plant rifes commonly to fomewhat above three 
{pans in height; the root of it is extremely 
like that of a turnip, and its leaf like mint; 
it branches out into a round knob, with a coat 
over it, which fheds as the fruit ripens. ‘The 
cup, as I told you, which was placed over 


OR 
* Anfel. Solerius, in his book de Pileo, fhews it fhould be read Mafnephthes, or Mifnephthes. 


} Braunius for Effen reads Chofchen, lib. ii. c. 20. 


p- 766. 


{| his was the breaft-plare in which was put the Urim and Thummim, Lev. viii. 8. By this, upon emergent 


eccafions, and in dificult matters, God, when confulted, 
reafon Jofephus calls it the agyioy, or Oracle. 


fometimes revealed himfelf by the high-prieft ; for which 


the 


Boox IH, 


rel 


row there was a fardonyx, a topaz, and an Ver.10, 11, 
emerald; in the fecond a ruby, a jafper, and 12, 33, 14. 


Tue high-prieft’s Tiara, or mitre, was like The high- 


that of other priefts, faving only that ic had pect nes 
er, . 








101 


Chap. VII. the Antiquities of the JEws 
the golden crown, was about the bignefs of 
the Joint of one’s little finger, round and hol- 
low, like the infide of a goblet; but I fhali 
yet explain myfelf a little farther tor the be-| 
nefit of the reader. ‘The figure of it was a 
kind of hemifphere, narrowing a letle up- | 
wards, and then cnlarging itfelf toward the 
brims into the form of a bafon, refembling a 
pomegranate cut in two; upon which there 
grew a reund cover, fo curious by nature, as 
if ic had been turn’d on purpofe for it; and it 
had fharp points rifing out of it like the prickles 
of a pomegranate. Within this cup and cover 
the fruic was nourifh’d and preferv’d. ‘The 
tced of it is like that of the plant ironwort, , 
or wall-fage *, and a flower like poppy. 
This was the ornament of the mitre from the 
neck round to the temples, but the forchead 
had a golden plate laid over it, with an in- 
feription upon ic of the holy name of God ; 

* and this I think is fufficient to be faid of the 

drefs and veftments of the high-pricft. 

I cawnor but wonder in this placc, at the 
hard meafure we meet with in the world from 
people who hate and traduce us as blafphe- 
mers and deriders of the divinity they adore. 
Lict but any man confider the ftructure of the 
tabernacle, the facerdetal veftments, and the 
holy veflels which are dedicated to the fer- 
vice of the altar, and he muft of neceflicry be 
convine’d that our law-giver was a pious man, 
and that all the cenfures pafs’d upon us and 
our profeffion, as impious, are nothing but ca- 
lumny and fcandal; for what is all this but 
the inrage of the whole world? as will appear 
to any man who will but be at the pains fo- 
berly and impartially to examine the matter. 
The tabernacle of thirty cubits is divided in- 
to three parts; that is to. fay, two for the 





about the body of the prieft, is as the fea 
about the globe of the earth; the two fardo- 
nyx itoncs arc a kind of figure of rhe fun and 
moon; and the twelve other ftoncs may be 
underftood either of the twelve months; or 
the twelve figns in the circle, which the Grecks 
call the Zodiack. The violet-colour’d mitre 
{peaks a refemblance of Heaven, and it would 
have been an irreverence to have written the 
facred name of God upon any other colour. 
The triple crown and plate of gold give us to 
undcrftand the glory and the majefty of Al- 
mighty God. ‘This is as plain an illuitration 
of thefe matters as I thought needful; and I 
would not lofe any opportunity, cither upon 
this, or upon any other occafion, of doing all 
poffible right to the honour and wiidom of | 
our incomparable law-giver. 








































CHAP. VII. 
Of the priefthood of Aaren. 


HLEN the work of the tabernacle was Exod. xxviii, 
thus far advane’d, the next thing in & xxix. 
order was to be the dedication of ir; betore 
which God appear’d to Mofes, and gave him 
in charge to fettle his brother Aaron in the 
pricithood, as a perfon of all men living who 
beft deferv’d the dignity. So Mofes call’d 
the people together, and treated them with a 
moving difcourie upon the virtues of Aaron 3 
fetting forth the zeal and paffion he had for ~ 
the good of the publick, even to the degree 
of hazarding his life upon feveral occafions for 
their fake. Mofes found the whole congrega~ 
tion fo well fatisfied with the reafon of what 
he faid, and the choice of the perfon, that 


e 


The taberna~ 
cle and the 















pe am priefts in general, as a place in common to] he proceeded to his bufinefs in thete words: 

gure of the them all, and as free of accefS as the earthy ‘* Goon peopleof Hracl, fays he, we have Aaron de- 

miverfee and the fea. ‘The third place, where no mor-{‘* now gone through the great work which lard high- 
tal mutt be admitted to enter, is as the Hea-4‘¢ God requir’d at our hands, to the utter- per by 
ven referv’d only for God himfelf. The] moftof.our power. But in regard that God “"°* 
twelve loaves of fhew-bread upon the table,}‘* himfelf will vouchfafe to honour this taber= “ 
fignify the twelve months of the year. The*‘* nacle with his prefence, and that ic is now 
candleftick is made up of feventy pieces, and |“‘ to be confecrated, it will become us in the 
refers to the twelve figns of the Zodiack, {“ firft place to make choice of a high-prieft 
through which the feven planets take their |“* who is every way qualified for the exercife 
courfe ; and the feven lamps on the top of the | ‘¢ of the holy function, and to offer up pray- 
feven branches bear an analogy to the planets|‘ ers and facrifices for us. I muft confeis, 
themfelves. ‘The curtains, with the four co- |“ indeed, if the election were left to me, I 
lours that are wrought into them, reprefent}‘¢ fhould make no difficulty of afluming the 
the four elements. “The fine linnen fignifies{*¢ honour to myfelf,; not only upon the icore 
the earth, as the flax takes its growth our of | ‘6 of human frailty, as all men are naturally - 
ir. By the purple is to be underftood the fea, {** lovers of themfclves, but I fhould reckon 
from the bloed of that fhell-fith + which gives |‘ myfelf to have fome fort of title to it as a 
it the tin@ure. ‘The violet colour is the fym-]“‘ requital for the dangers and hardfhips I 
bol of the air; and the fearlet of the fire.{“* have undergone for the common good: 
By the linnen garment of the high-prieft is] ‘ but fo it is in the prefent cafe, that God, 
defign’d the Whole body of the earth; by] to whom belongs the power of conferring 
the blue the Heavens. ‘The pomegranates an-| “ the office of high-priecit, has already fingled 
{wer the lightening; the noife of the beHs| out and decreed Aaron to the dignity, as 
the thunder. ‘The tour colour’d Ephod (fince | “* the moft worthy of. the facerdotal robe ; fo 
it pleafed God ro order it fo to be) bears aj“ that Aaron is defign’d from this time for- 
re{emblance to the very nature of the univerfe, |“ ward to officiate at the altar, and to offer up 

‘ and the interweaving of it with gold feems |“‘ vows and fupplications to the Almighty on 
ce 


to me to have a regard to the rays which give 
us light. “Ihe Rationale, or Oracle, in the 
middle of it, intimatcs the pofition of the 
carth in the centre of the world; the girdle 





your behalf; which coming from an inter- 
ceflor of God’s own appointment, will be 
the more gracioufly recciv’d.” ‘The people 


were all highly plealed with what Motes had 





* Gr. oP ueiris. 
i 


} Viz. the Murex, the blood of which was the chief ingredient ufed by the antients in the dying of purple, 


deliver’d, 
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deliver’d, giving their aflent unanimoufly and 

chearfully to the choice; for no man had fo 

fair a pretence to the facred character as Aaron 

had, cither in refpeét of his family, the gift 

of prophecy, which he had received, or the 

excellent qualities of his brother Mofes. Now 

Aaron's four Aaron had at that time four fons; * Nabad, 
Jens Abihu, Elcazar, and Ithamar. : 
As to the remainder of what had been gi- 

ven toward the building of the tabernacic, 

Mofes order’d the overplus to be laid out -in 

veils and coverings for the tabernacle icfelf, 

the golden candlcftick, the altar ot incenfe, 

and other holy vefiels, to fecure them upon 

any occafion of removal from cither wet or 

I:xod. xxsvii. duft. After this Mofes gave the people a fum- 

mons, and laid an -impofition upon them, of 

half a fhekel a head, toward the charge of 

the work in hand, reckoning a Hebrew the- 

‘kel at four Attick drachma’sf. They fub- 

mitted to the tax, in fine, wish all the chear- 

fulnefs in the world. ‘The number of the 

Atax laid, contribucors was fix hundred five thoufand, 
and fix hun- five hundred and fifty, freemen all, and from 
dred five cwenty years of age to fitty; which moncy 


thoutind ard was all employ’d in the fervice of the taber- 


und fifty con- Hacle. 
tributors. Moses applied himfelf in the next place to 
the purifying of the tabernacle and the pricits 5 
and the manner was this: he took of the choiccit, 
The purify- myrrh five hundred fhekels worth +; and of 
ing oul. iris the fame quantity ; cinnamon and calamus/|| 
(which are wonderfully fragrant) the onc half. 
‘'hefe ingredients he order’d to be beaten to- 
gcther, and maccrated in a hin ** of the betft 
olive-oil, (which hin is a veffel that holds as 
much as two Attick choa’s.) This compofition 
being then fet over the fire, and prepar’d by 
the apothecaries according to art, produced 
an cintment of the moft grateful odour imagi- 
nable; with which ointment Mofes anointed 
the pricfts and the tabernacle, and this. was 
the ceremony of purification, offering up feve- 
ral forts of facrifices alfo in the tabernacle. 
As to the golden altar, and the precious per- 
tumes that were dedicated upon it, I fhall ra- 
ther pafs over the particulars, than tirc out the 
readcr with many words. But in gencral, 
there was incenfe offer’d twice a day; that is 
to fay, before fun-rifing, and about fun-{etting, 
and purifying oil preferv’d for the lamps of 
che holy candleftick; three to burn all day, 
and the reft to be lighted up in the evening. 
The fabrick was now finifh’d, and the two 
Beraleci und mafter-workmen concern’d in it were Bezalecl 
Aholiss, | and Aholiab, whofe office it was to fuperintend 
Exod.xxxvhl- the reft, improving other mens inventions, and 
fupplying new oncs of their own; but of the 
two, Bezaleel had the preference. All this 
was done in {even months time, and within the 
compafs of a ycar from their coming out of 

Egypt. 
in the year following, and on the new moon 
of the month Xanthicus, according to the Ma- 


° 





cedonians; or Nifan, according to the He- 
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brews, the tabernacle was confecrated, and fo The taber- 
were all the veflels belonging to it. . Upon nacle conte. 


c 


‘rated, 


this occafion God Almighty gave the Hebrews 335037 .4 
to underitand by arcmarkable providence, how 17--38. : 


gracioufly he accepted of thcir zeal tor his 
fervicc, and that thcir labour was not loft in 
the erecting of that glorious ftructure; and 
this he manifefted by defcending to take up 
his habitation there, and vouchfafing them the 
blefling of his prefence. As for inftance, it 
was fo‘clear a sky, that there was not one 
cloud to be feen, but juft over and about the 
tabernacle. And this cloud was not either to 
thick as to threaten foul weather, nor fo thin 
as to be tranfparent; but there iffued from it 
fo gentle a dew, that all who faw it, belicw’d 
an Almighty power, and took it for a divine 
influence, and as an evident token that their 
prayers were heard, and that God himiclt ho- 
nour’d them with his prefence. , 

Wuen Mofes had gratified the artificers 
who ercétcd and beaatitied this ftructure, with 
encouragements and rewards anfwerable to 
their deierts, he facrificed in, the door of the 
tabernacle, as God had commanded him, a 
bullock, a ram, and a’ kid for the fins of the - 
people. As to the ceremonies properly be- 
longing to the facrificcs, I fhall handle that 
point more particularly when I come to fpeak 
of the facritices themfelves; and I fhall like- 
wife fhew what thofe burnt-offerings are,which 
the law has appointed to be totally confum’d, 
wand thofe again which the law permits to .be 


eaten. When the beafts, as atorefaid, were Levit. viii 


now kill’?d, Mofes took of the blood, and 
{prinkled it upon Aaron and his fons, purify- 
ing them with water of the fountain, and 
anointing oil, and fo hallowing them for pricfts 
of the Lord. This form of confecration was 
repeated in all the parts of it for feven days 
one after another fucccflively, with the obla- 
tion of the fame facrifices, one ofa fort every 


day. Onthe cighth day Mofes appointed a Levit, ix 


fceftival, and order’d the people to come in 
and facrifice according to their abilities; who 
were fo ready and chearful in their compliance, 
that they did not only contend in a pious emu- 
lation one with another who fhould go farthetft, 
but madc it a point of: honour and confcience 
even to outdo themfelves. The facrifices were 
no fooner laid upon the altar, but there broke 
out a flame from them of its own accord, like 
a flafh of lightening, which confum’d them 
all. 

Tere was a dreadful calamity foon after 
this befel Aaron, and would have gonc to the 
heart of him, both as a man and as a father, 
if he had not been endued with fortitude, and 
a perfon abfolutely refign’d to God’s holy will 


and pleafure. Nabad and Abihu, the two Nabad and 
eldeft of Aaron’s four fons already fpoken of, Abihu con 


as they were about to facrifice upon the altar, ; 


fum'd bys 


udicial fire, 


not according to the prefcription of Mofes, Cevit.x.1)+ 





* Scrip. Nadab. 


4 A tetradrachm, or four Attick drachma’s, was two fhillings and feven pence in our money, the half of which 
being one fhilling and three pence halfpenny, was the fum paid by every contributor, and there being fix hun- 
dred five thoufand, five hundred and fifty contributors, the whole fum amounted to thirty nine thoufand one hun- 

> 2 ? y 


dred and eight pounds, eight fhillings, and nine pence. 


+ A thekel being equivalent to the Attick tetradrachm, which was worth two fhillings and feven pence in our 


money, five hundred fhekels amounted to ferenty feven 


{| The Calamus was'a fveet aromatich cane growing in Arabia, Syria, an 


pounds, one siting and cight pence. 
the Eaft-Indies. 


**€ An hin, according to Dr. Arbathnc:z’s tables of Grecian, Roman, and Jewith meatures, &c. is one gallon 
a > > ? 


and two pint. 


but 
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but aftcr a manner formerly in praétice, were 
all on a faudden blafted and confum’d with a 
judicial fire, their bodies and their faces fhri- 
vel’d up, and themfelves fcorch’d to death with 
a flame not to be quench’d. Mofes, upon this, 
order’d their father and their brothers to take 
up the bodies and carry them out of the camp, 
and fo to give thema decent burial. ‘The un- 
expeéted death of thefe brothers was fo terri- 
ble a farprize to the multitude, that their grief 
was in effect inconfolable: but Mofes earneftly 
exhorted the father and the brethren not to 
? lay this tribulation to heart, and rather to con- 
Is fider that it did not ftand with the dignity of 
the pricfthood to preter an impotent paffion to 
the honour and glory of God, Aaron being 
at this time invefted with the facerdotal 
ftole. 

Moses, in fine, deliver’d himfelf up fo en- 
tircly to the fervice. of God, that he never 
minded the addreffes and acclamations of the 
people. He went no longer now to Mount 


Chap. 
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difcontinu’d the manifeftations of their mira- 
culous light and fplendor; for God hath been 
offended with'us for the tranfgreffion of his 
laws, as I fhall fhew elfewhere, and fo return 
to my Narration. 

Tus tabernacle being now confecrated, 
and all things difpatch’d that related to the 
fervice of the Almighty, the people were fo 
tranfported with joy, to confider that God was 
come down to dwell among them, that they 
gave up themfelves wholly to hymns and facri~ 
fices, and to the thought of living at cafe, 
without fo much as dreaming of any more dif- 
ficulties to come: fome of the tribes, in gence 
ral, and others in particular, prefenting their 
refpective oblations. ‘The heads and princes 
ofthe twelve tribes brought fix waggons, and a 
pair of oxen to cach of them, for the fervice of 
the tabernacle, upon any occafion of remov- 
ing, over and about a filver charger of a hun- 
dred and thirty fhekels weight, and a filver 
bow] of feventy fhekels, both full of fine flour 


Sinai for counfel, but into the tabernacle for di- ! mingled with oil, to be uted in the facrifices; 
vine inftructions in matters of confequence, and } with an incenfe-cup alfo full of perfumes, and. 


whenever the neceffity of affairs requir’d it; 
and in all refpeéts lived like a private man, 
fave. only in the exercife of his charge and 
function, for the good and well-being of the 
publick. He gave them alfo the laws and 
precepts in writing, for the leading of their 
lives acceptable in the fight of God, and for 
the preferving of themfclves in peace and uni- 
ty, which laws and precepts were no other than 
the diétates of God himfelf. Of thefe laws I 
fhall fay fomewhat farther in another place. 
Bur before I proceed, I muft here fupply one 
remark about the veftments of the high-prieft, 
which I have hitherto omitted. And it is this, 
that to prevent all poffibility of putting any 
impofture upon the world, under the counte- 
nance of the holy robe, or a pretext of the 
gift ofprophecy, it is to be obferv’d that when- 
ever God vouchfaf’d to honour thefe priefts 
with his fpecial prefence, he never fail’d of ac- 
companying that gracious defcenfion with fome 
fignal vilible circumftance or other, to con- 
vince, not only his own people, but ftrangers 
alfo, of the reality of that divine appearance. 
To inftance, in the two fardonyx’s on the high- 
prieft’s fhoulders (which we have formerly 
fpoken of, and which every body knows the 
The miracu- nature of:) what a wonderful light does the 
ee of ftone on the right fhoulder of the high-prictt’s 
upon the» Catt at a great diftance beyond the natural 
high-priet’s luftre, upon the occafion of God’s fhewing 
tight fhoul- himfelf well pleas’d with the facrifices, and 
der. not otherwife ! and this to the admiration 
and fatisfaétion of all men living, fave onl 
fuch as fet up to gain the reputation of wit 
men by a profefs’d contempt of our religion. 
But there is another thing yet that is ftill more 
amazing: I fpeak of the twelve precious ftones 
that the high-prieft wore upon his Effen, or 
Rationale, when God prefag’d a victory: for 
there came out of them fo fparkling a glory 
that all the people look’d upon it as a divine 
influence, and as an earneft of God’s afliftance. 
And hence it is that the Greeks who have any 
fort of efteem for our rites and folemnitics, and 
are convine’d of the miracle by their veryeyes, 
call this Effen Logion, which fignifies an 
Oracle [as well as Rationale.] But it is now 
two hundred years and upward that this far- 
donyx and Effen have left fhining, or at leaft 
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‘a lamb, and a goat, the two latter not above a f 


valu’d at ten daricks. They offer’d likewife 
a young bullock, a ram, and a lamb of a 
year old for a burnt-offering,; with a hc-goat 
for a fin-offering. They had likewife their 
peace-ofterings; that is to fay, two bullocks a 
day, five rams, with as many lambs and he-goats 
of a year old. Thefe facrifices continu’d at one . 
a day for twelve days fucceflively. 

Moses, as I have faid already, 
ger up to Mount Sinai, but into the tabernacle 


rules that were to be eftablifh’d: which being 
wholly of divine appointment and_inftitution, 
and above the reach of human underftanding, 
it was but reafon that the facred authority and 
obligation of them fhould be perpetual. I have 
faid enough elfewhere to prove thefe laws the 
gift of God, and indifpenfibly binding to the 
Hebrews, as well in the liberties of peace as 
in the neceffities of war. But I fhall have oc- 
cafion to handle this point more at large in a 


tract by itfelf. 








CHAP. I 
Of facrifices. 


EING now to handle the point of facri- 

fices and purifications, FI fhali only mind 
the reader of fome few laws upon that jubject. 
There are two fortsof facrifices 5 
ticular and private, the other popular and pub- 
lick: And thefe two differ inthe manner o 
the celebration. Oneof them is call’d a burnt- 
offering, or an_holocauft ; as who {hall fay, 
the whole facrifice is to be burnt: the other is 
an offering of thankfgiving, and to be eaten by 
the prefenters of it. To begin now with the 
former: When a private man makes an obla- 
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tion of a burnt-offering, he brings a bullock, A burnt-of- 
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year old, but the firft may be allow’d to be 
fomewhat older: they muft all be males, and 
entirely confum’d bythe fire. When they are 
kill’d, the prieft fprinkles the blood of them 
round about the altar, and after they are well 
wath’d, cutsthem in pieces, ftrows them with 


falt, and lays them all togetherupon it; where 
Dada the 


ring, Lev. 
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FLAVIUS JOSEPHUS of Book III. 
the wood lies ready kindled beforchand. He 
wathes the fet and the entrails, and then caits 
them into the fire with the reft. ‘The skin be- 
longs to the pricft. And this is the ceremony 
of a burnt-olfering. rt & 

Ir the oblation be a peace-offering, or an of- 
fering of thankfgiving, the facrifices are of the 
fame fort of creaturcs, only they muft be up- 
ward of yearlings, without blemifh, and male 
and female chat have had copulation. ‘The pricft, 
after the killing of them, {prinkles the blood 
upon the altar, upon which he lays alfo the 
kidneys, the caul and the fillcts of the liver, 
with all the fat upon them, and the rump of 
the lamb. ‘The breaft and the right fhoulder 
is the prieft’s due; and for the overplus, they 
who offer the facrifice may eat of it during two 
days, and the remainder afterwards to be 
burnt. 

Tus fame method is obferv’d in the fin-of 
fering, only thofe who_are unable to furnifh 
thefe facrifices, fhall offer two young pigeons, 
or two turtles; the one for a burnt-oficring, 
and the other for the pricfts to eat. But I 
thall explain myfelf more at large when I 
come to treat further of facrifices. _ 

Ir any man falls into the fin of ignorancc, 
his facrifice fhall be a lamb, or a fhe-goat of 
the fame age as beforc, for a fin-offering ; and 
the prieft, inftead of {mearing the altar all 
over with the blood, fhall only fprinkle it 
upon the horns, or corners of it, the kidney, 
with the caul and the fibres of the liver to be 
Jaid upon the altar; the flefh and the skins 
are to be referv’d for the pricfts, and the flefh 
to be eat up that day in the temple ; it being 
againft the law to leave any part of it till 
the next day. If any man commits a wilful 
fin, though: 1o clofe that it is impoffible to pro- 
duce any legal proof againft him, the law ap~- 
points a ram for his offering, and the priefts 
to eat the flefh of it in the tabernacle the fame 
day. The fin-offering of the heads of the tribes 
is the very fame with that of private men, fa- 
ving only that the facrifices are to be a bull 
and a male-goat. 

Accorpine to the law, in all facrifices, as 
well private as publick, there was to be a cer- 
tain proportian of fine flour; the quantity of 
one aflar to a lamb, two to a ram, and three 
to a bullock; and this was to be confecrated 
upon the altar, with a mixture of oil. It 
was part alfo of the oblation, half a hin of 
oil to a bullock, (an anticnt Hel-rew meafure 
of about two Attick choa’s,) a third part of 
ic toa ram, and a fourth to 2 lamb: they 
were oblig’d likewife to provide juft as much 
wine as ot], and to pour the wine about the 
altar. If any one fhall make an offering of 
fine flour for the performance of a vow, 
without facrificing, let him lay a handful of it 
upon the altar, and the pricft to eat the reft, 
either boil’d, (for it is kneaded with oil,) or 
made into cakes; the facrificer taking out of 
ic what he finds neceflary for burnt-offerings. 
The law forbids the facrificing of the dam 
and the young onc at the fame time, if the 
young one benot at-leaft cight days old. There 
arc likewife other facrifices for the recovery of 
health, and divers fuch like occafions, where 
cakes are eaten with the flcfh of the facrifice, 
and the pricfts to rake their part; but nothing 
otf it muft be left till the next morning. 











































CHAP. X.. 


Laws and ordinances for the regulation of pricft’s 


facrifices, feftivals, and other matters political 
and civil. 


(HE law hath alfo order’d and appointed Numb. xvxiij, 

j a lamb of a year old to be facrificed 3) 4 . 
every day, morning and evening, at the public 
charge ; and two upon the feventh day, or 
fabbath, aftcr the fame manner; and fo like- 
wife at the beginning of the month, over and Numb. ssix, 
above the ordinary facrifices, two feven lambs 2: 3- 
of a year old, a ram and a he-goat for a fin- 
offering in cafe of any thing forgotten. 

Ow the feventh month, which the Macedo- 
nians call Hyperbereteus, the offering was a 
bullock, aram, and feven lambs, befide thofe 
already mention’d, and a he-goat for a fin- 
offering. 

On the tenth day of the fame month was a 
faft till night, and the facrifices were a young 
bullock, two rams, feven lambs, and a he-goat 
for fin, with two other goats over and above. 

One of thefe goats was prefented alive before 

the Lord, and fo let go into the wilderncfs a3 

a fcape-goat to expiate for the people ; the The fcape- 
other was carried out into fome fwect clean 808 Levit. 
place near the camp, and there burnt toafhes, *Y" ** 
skin and all, without referving any part of it ; 
and the bullock was likewife burnt at the 
fame time. Now this bullock was not pro- 
vided by the people, but by the high-prieft, 
who, after the killing of him, and the bring 
ing of his blood with that of the goat into 
the temple, dipped his finger into the blood, 
and fprinkled the cover of the tabernacle fe- 
ven times, and fo in like manner the floor, 
the whole temple, the golden altar, and the 
great altar before the door of the tabernacle. 
After this, the extreme parts of thefe crea~ 
tures, the kidneys and the fat, with part of 
the liver, were laid upon the altar, the high- 
prieft furnifhing a ram alfo upon his own ac- 
count, and all prefented to the Lord for a 
burnt-offering. . 

Upon the fifteenth day of the fame month, Levit. xxiii 
winter drawing on, the people were command- 3°43: 
ed, with thcir refpective tribes, to fecure and 
fortify their tents againft the rigour of the fea- 
fon; and likewife that, whenever they fhould 
come into the land that God had promis’d them, 
they fhould repair to the metropolis, as the fear 
of the holy temple, and there celebrate an 
cight days feftival, with burnt-offerings, fa- 
crifices, and peace-offerings; carrying boughs 
in their hands of myrtle, willow, palms, and 
little fprouts of the peach-tree. 

On the firft day of the eight was to be pre- 
fented a burnt-offering, of thirteen young bul- 
locks, fourtcen lambs, two rams, and a goat, 
for an offering of an attonement. ‘The num- 
ber of the lambs and rams, with the goat, was 
to be the fame for fix days; but one bullock 
to be abated every day till the number was 
brought downtofeven. The eighth was to be 
a day of reft, and there were dedicated to 
God (as I have faid before) a calf, a ram, fe- 
ven lambs, and agoat for a fin-offering. This The feat 
was the feaft of tabcrnacles, upon the Hebrews tabernacks 
erecting their tents; which being handed ce ea z 
down to us from our anceftors, has been con- 7°06" 

ftantly 
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ftantly obferv’d with all ceremony by our 
people. : : ene 

In the month Xanthieus, which we cali Ni- 
fan, and reckon upon as the beginning of the 
year; on the fourteenth of the moon, whcn 
the fun is in Aries, and that being the month 
when our forefathers came out of Egypt, the 
law injoins us to offer the fame facrifice every 
year over again, which our forefathers did at 
their deliverance from the Egyptian bondage, 
under the title of the feaft of the paflover. 
This feftival we celebrate through all our 
tribes, without leaving any remainder of the 
oblation till the next day. The fiftcenth is 
the feaft of unleavened bread; which lafts fe- 
ven days, and follows in order next to the 
paflover. The facrifices are two bullocks, one 
ram, .and feven lambs for a burnt-offcring ; to 
which is added a goat every day for a fin-offer- 
ing, toward the entertainment of the pricfts. 
On the fecond day of the featt of the unlea- 
vened bread, and the fixteenth of the month, 
they make an offering to God of the firft-fruits 
of their grain, before they tafte of it them- 
felves; judging it a reafonable thing that the 
author of all the bleffings they enjoy fhould 
be ferv’d firf. And the method of the obla- 
tion is this: they takea quantity of corn-cars, 
and dry them before the fire upon a clean 
hearth. After this, they break and bruife them, 
and fo offer upon the altaran Affar ; one hand- 
ful of it to be left there, and the reft goes to 
the pricft. ‘The people after this, are allow’d 
torcap at pleafure: and the offering in this 
cafe is a lamb fora Holocauft. 

On the fifticth day after the feaft of the paf- 
fover, that is tofay, at the end of feven weeks 
or forty nine days, was celebrated the feaft of 
Pentecoft, fo call’d by the Greeks, as denoting 
the number of fifty: the Hebrews call it * Ai- 
fartha for the fame reafon. On this day they 
offered to God a wheaten loaf of two Affars, 
bak’d with leaven, and two lambs for a facri- 
fice ; which ferv’d for the prieft’s fupper: But 
nothing was to be left of it till next morning. 
The burnt-offerings were three calves, two 
fheep, fourteen lambs, ahd two goats for a 
fin-offering. Now there are no feafts ccle- 
brated amongft us without burnt-offerings and 
a ceflation from labour, according to certain 
rules and limitations prefcrib’d in both cafes by 
ourlaw; with direétions alfo which of the fa- 
crifices are to be eaten. a! 

Tuere was likewifea provifion order’d out 
of the publick ftock. of twenty four Affars of 
fine flour, to be made into loaves of bread with 
leaven, two and two toa loaf. Now this bread 
was to be bak’d on the fabbath eve, and fet up- 
on the holy table next morning ; fix loaves on 
each hand, and one direétly againit the other, 
with two golden cups of incenfe over them 5 
which were there to remain till the next fab- 
bath-day, and then given to the prieft to ear, 
and others fet in their places. The frankin- 
cenfe being alfo burnt in the holy fire, which 
confumes the burnt-offcrings, there was frefh 
incenfe immediately fupply’d upon freth loaves. 
The high-prieft morcover, at his own expence, 
offer’d twice a day of the fineft flour drenched 
in oil, and a little bak’d, to the proportion of 
an Affar: one half of it to be caft into the fire 
inthe morning, theother in the evening. Bur 
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without more words at prefent, I fhall have oc- 
cafion to be more copious upon this fubjeét in 
another place. 








CHAP. XI. 

The tribe of Levi fet apart for the fervice of the 
Altar. lof a ae ne ie See 
clean. Laws for women in child-bed, and in 
cafe of adultery and jealonfy. 

“HE tribe of Levi being now fet apart The tribe of 

i from the reft of the people for the pecu- Levi fer apart 
liarfervice of God, Mofes purify’d them with fer God's 
water of the fountain; and, offering of facri- Wi hi. 
fices to God upon the occafion, committed the 6---12. 
tabernacle, the holy veflels, and all other 
things belonging to it, to their care and charge, 
under the orders and appointments of the 
ptiefts; infomuch that they were now look’d 
upon as confecrated to God. 

- Moses at the fame time made a difference 

betwixt meats clean and urclean, declaring Meats clean 

what might be eaten, and what not; which and unclean, 

we Shall afterward give the reafon of as it falls Devt *1v- 

in ourway. But forthe biood of any creature Blood forbid- 

whatfoever, it is abfolutely forbidden; upon den to be cat, 

an opinion that the very life and fpirit of the ae a 

creature is in it: neither is the ficfh of any a 

thing to be eaten that dy’d, and fo for the caul 

and fat of a goat, a fheep, or an ox, it is all 

prohibited. 

Ir was alfo order’d that all lepers, and fuch Of perfons 
as labour’d under a gonorrheea, fhould be turn’d Ge8 aoe 
out of the city; and fo for women, during the Givi 
time of their natural purgations, to withdraw” * 
from the converfation of men for feven days, 
and then be permitted to return as purified. 

And fo for one who has affifted at the burying 

of a corps, he fhall not be reputed clean rill 

feven days after. But where the pollution ex- 

ceeded feven days, the patient was ordered to 

facrifice two lambs; one to be dedicated, and 

the priefts to take the other. And the fame 

facrifice ferves in the cafe of noéturnal pollu-~ 

tions; only the patient to plunge himfelt ftript 

in cold water, as men ufually do after coition 

with their lawful wives. But the lepers effec- 

tually and to all intents and purpofes are banifh- 

ed the city and human converfation, as people 

little better than dead. Burif it {hall pleafe 

God to deliver any man from this affiction 

upon his humble fupplications, and to reftore 

him to a found habit again, there are feveral 

facrifices which he is oblig’d to offer up to 

God in acknowledgment of the benefit he had 

receiv’d: But of this hereafter. ‘This is enough 

to expofe the ridiculous folly and groundlefs 

vanity of that ftory, which will have Mofes 

driven out of Egypt as a leper, and therefore 

none fo fit as he to conduét the Hebrews into 

the land of Chanaan, who were all tainted 

with this malady as well as himfelf. For ifit 

had been true, he would never have eftablifhed 

fuch a law, for his own honour; but on the 

contrary, he would rather have oppos’d it, ifit 

had been propounded; efpecially confidering 

thatin fevcral parts of the world lepers are fo 

far from being fubjected to indignities and con- 

tempt, that they are many times advanc’d to 

commiffions of honour and truft, in charges 





* Petavius confutes this in his notes upon Epiphanius, 
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and confidence betwixt man and wife: And 
likewife how much it concerns, as well go- 
vernments as families, that the members both 
of the one and the other fhould be lawfully 
begotten. He condemn’d inceft as a moft hor= Inceft, a hor- 
rible wickednefs; whether with the mother, rible wicked~ 
the ftepmother, the aunt; whether by father or are Pe: 
mother, the fifter, or the daughter-in-law. */* 
He prohibited the wife to live fo much as with 
her own husband, in the time of her purgations. 
He pronoune’d it alfo a moft abominable fin to 
have to do with boys, or beafts; and all thefe 
tranfgreffions he made capital. 

As to the priefts, Motes laid them under a 
double obligation: For over and above the ry- 
ing of them up tothe fame laws with other peo- 
ple, they were likewife under a prohibition of Priefts not to 
marrying with fome forts of women, asa merce- ea aoe 
nary proftitute, amaid-fervant, a flave, a pub- 01's! as 
lick hoftefs, or a woman divore’d upon any ac- 7. on 
count whatfoever. Now there were fomeécer- 
tain allowances alfo permitted to the priefts in 
ordinary, and yet deny’d to the high-prict ; 
as the marrying of a widow, when the high- V- Fo, 11, 12, 
prieft was only to marry a virgin. He was alfo 13> 14 
injoin’d not to come near the dead; whercas 
the other pricfts were fuffer’d to pay all cufto- 
mary refpeéts to the bodies of their dead fa- 
thers, mothers, brothers, or children; Mofes 
commanding them to behave themfelves with 
all candour and fimplicity both in word and 
deed. If a pricft happen’d to have upon him . 
any maim or corporal defeét, he had his part Neat 
however of the oblations among his fellows 5 Minis tre 
but Mofes would not fuffer him to officiate at atthe altar, 
the altar, or fo much as to enter into the tem- V. 18,23. 
ple; looking upon it as the duty of a prieft to 
demean himfelf with purity and reverence, 
not only in the exercife of his function, but ia 
the government alfo of his life and manners. 
Thofe therefore who behave themfelves as they 
ought to do in the facerdotal robe, are fober, 
chafte, and fpotlefs in all other refpects, as 
well as in their office; neither are they allow’d 
fo much as to tafte of wine in their pricft’s 
veftments: their facrifices are offer’d ‘whole, Lev. x.9. 
and without blemith. 

‘Tuese were the laws that Mofes gave in the 
defart, and which he caufed to be obferved 
during his life; prefcribing others alfo for the 
government of the people when they fhould 
come into the poffeffion of the land ‘of Cha- 
naan. He order’d every feventh year to be a The feventh 
year of reft to the earth, without cither plant- year’sfabbath 
ing or plowing, anfwerable to what he had Lev.xxv. 4. 
eftablifh’d in the cafe of the feventh day. He 
appointed likewife that all the fruits which: 
the earth fhould produce in that feyenth year 
fhould be in common to ftrangers as well as 
Hebrews, without laying up any thing in ftore. 
The like was to be done after feven times feven 
years ,the next year being the fifticth,or theHe- . 
brews Jubilee, wherein debtors are difcharg’d, ely 
and fervants made free; that is to fay, quch,. gee 
as for fome tranfgreffion of the law had com-”” 
mutcd death for fervitude: Upon the approach 
of this jubilee, which fignifies liberty, there is a 
reftitution alfo of lands to the antient poffeffors ; 
and it is done after this manner: The buyer 
and feller mect about ic; and, upon balancing 
the profits of the cftate with the expences up- 
on it, if the provit be found greater, the feller 

























































e Kings v. military, ecclefiattical, and civil. This is evi- 
s-18. dent from the cafe of Naaman the leper, whom 
the king of Syria fo highly efteemed, as to ad- 
vance him to be gencral over all his army, lean- 
ing on his hand when he went to worthip in 
the houfe of Rimmon his God. Now ifMofes 
and the multitude were in truth tainted with 
this malady, how came it that he did not ra- 
ther eftablifh lawsin favour of it? Wherefore 
Mofesvindi- it is as clear as day, that this {candalous report 
cated. was only a malicious fiction, to make us and 
our profeffion odious. But Mofes being clean 
himielf, and converfing with thofe that were 
fo, he ordain’d this law for the glory ot God, 
and with a regard to thofe who were infeéted. 
But every man is at liberty to think of this 
matter as he pleafes. : 
Laws forwo- In the cafe of a woman that is newly de- 
men in child- liver’d of a child, if it be a male, fhe is not 
bed. Lev. xii. allow’d to enter the temple, or to be prefent 
at divine fervice forty days after; nor, if it 
be a female, for twice as many. But at the 
end of the term aforefaid, fhe is bound to of 
fer facrifices; partto God, and the remainder 
to the pricefts. . 
Laws in cafe Ir a man fufpectshis wife of adultery, his 
ofadultery,or offering muft be an Affar of barley-meal ; lay- 
eens ing a handful of it upon the altar, and giving 
x ee the reft to the priefts to eat. After this fome 
one of the priefts fets the woman at the gate 
that looks toward the tabernacle; uncovers 
her head, and writing the name of God upon 
a parchment, commands her to declare upon 
her oath, if fhe had ever been falfe to her huf- 
band’s bed: To which fhe anfwers with this 
imprecation: “ If I have (fays fhe,) may my 
“* thigh rot, and my belly burft, and let me 
“© dic miferable: But on the other hand, if it 
“¢ fhall be found to be only an extravagant jea- 
‘ loufy of my husband, proceeding from an 
© excefs of love, I befeech God to grant me the 
‘ bleffing of amale-child, within ten months 
“ from this day”. Aftcr this oath, the prieft 
took water, and wafh’d the facred name of 
God, clear out of the parchment; and then 
{training the water into an earthen veffel, caft 
of the duft of the floor of the temple into ir, 
and fo gave it to the woman to drink. If fhe 
Was innocent, and tax’d unjuftly, fhe fhould 
fauddenly conceive, and go’ happily through 
with her burden: But if guilty of incontinence 
and a falfe oath both together, fhe was fure to 
perifh with horror and infamy, her thigh rot- 
ting, and her belly burfting, ‘as is faid before. 
‘Vhefe are the laws that Mofes gave to his 
countrymen, concerning his facrifices and puri- 
fications: Befide a prefcription of other laws 
and provifions, as follows. 
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CHAP. XII 


Laws againft adultery and iaceft. Priehs reftraind 
in their iarviages. The fexenth ycar’s fab- 
bath, aud the Hebrews jubilee. Ordinances of 
war. The people wunber'd. Tio fileer truni- 
pets, and the ufe of them. 


A DULTERY was abfolutcly and cx- 
fA prefly forbidden*; Mofes very well 
underftanding that there could be no true hap- 
pinefs in a conjugal ftate, but in a mutual faith 


* The perfons detected of committing this crime were both ro be putto death, Lev, xx. 30, 
takes 
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‘tribes to the caftward of it were to decamp 


waryNumb.t of the militia; and the firft thing he did to- 


takes his ground again; but on the other fide, 
if che charge exceeds the profit, the purchafer 
receives what falls fhorr, and fo quits the pof- 
feffion, If the profit and charge fhall fall out 
to be equal, the eftate returns to the firft owner: 
this was the rule alfo upon the fale of houfes 
inopen villages ; but for thofe in wall’d towns, 
there was another method, which was this: 
if the feller laid down the purchafe-moncy be- 
fore the year was out, he had a right to re- 
enter; but the year once elaps’d, the purchafer 
was confirm’d in his poffeffion. Mofes receiv’d 
this body of laws trom God himfelf upon 
Mount Sinai, for the people which were then 
encamp’d at the foot of the mountain, and 
caufed them to be-committed to writing for 
the ufe of pofteriry. 
Moses having now fafficiently provided for 
the fertling of religion, and the civil govern- 
. ment, his next bufinefs was to eftablith certain 
Ordinances of laws and ordinances of war for the regulation 


_ Wards it, was the iffuing out of orders to the 

heads of all the tribes, Levi only excepted, 

Mofesnum- to take an exaét lift of the whole number of 
bers the peo- the people that were able to bear arms. Now 
ple, ibid. the Levites, being dedicated to the fervice of 
Ver. 49, 50. God, were exempted from attending any other 
duty. There were found, in fine, upon the 

view, fix hundred and three thoufand, fix hun- 

dred and fifty men, from twenty to fifty, who 

were able to draw the fword ; and in the place 

of Levi, Mofes made choice of Manaffeh, the 

fon of Jofeph, and of Ephraim for Jofeph 

Gen. xlviii. 5. himfelf, according to the requeft of Jacob to 
Jofeph when he adopted Jofeph’s two fons to 

himfelf, as is faid above. : 

Thelfraelites, Upon their pitching of their tents, the ta- 


manncr of — bernacle was ereéted in the middle of the 
camping and camp, with-three tribes on every fide, and 
Nambu’ Jarge ftreets and paflages betwixt them, and 


alfo with a market-place; where all neceflaries 
were to be fold, and feveral forts of tradef- 
men orderly difpofed of in fhops and ftandings 
about it; infomuch, that it had the refemblance 
of a regular and well-contriv’d city. ‘The 
priefts and Levites had the quarter afflign’d 
them that was next the tabernacle ; and an ac- 
count of the Levites was taken apart; which 
A review of upon the review amounted to twenty three 
the Levites, thoufand eight hundred and eighty males*, 
Exod. xl. 34) reckoning them from the age of thirty days 
o and upwards. So long as the cloud before 
fpoken of hover’d over the tabernacle, they 
took it for an intimation of God’s prefence 
there, and the army refted and lay ftill; but 
as the cloud remov’d, the army decamp’d. 
Moses caus’d two filver trumpets to be made 
according to this defcription: they were near 


Ver. 317. 


Mofes’s filver 
trumpets, and 
the ufé of 


them, Numb, @ Cubit in length, the tube about the fize of 


a flute, fomewhat larger than a reed, and juft 
wide cnough in the mouth to receive the breath 
for the toning of it, turning up at the end 
‘like the mouth of a bell, or of an ordinary 
trumpet. ‘The Hebrews call this inftrument 
Afophra. One of them was to call the people 
together, the other to fummon a council of 
the princes about affairs of ftate, and the 
founding of both together was a fummons for 
a general aflembly. Upon the moving of the 
tabernacle, this was the method: the three 


X. 2-1, 
















































upon the firft founding; thofe to the fourh- 
ward upon the fecond; the tabernacle was 
then to be taken in pieces, and mounted upon 
carriages, half and half, becwixt fix tribes 
marching before it, and the other fix follow= 
ing it; the Levites all this while keeping clote 
to it, and round about it. Upon the third 
founding, that part of the camp moy’d that 
was toward the weft; and upon the fourth, 
that to the northward. They made ufe of 
thefe trumpets alfo in their facrifices, and up- 
on their fabbaths, and other occafions. Moles 
now facrific’d, and it was the firft pafchal fo- 
lemnity after that in the defart, celebrated 
by the Ifraclites fince their coming out of 


Egypt. 








CHAP. XIIL 


A murmuring againft Mofes for waut of food, 
aad a flight of quails to fupply it. 


HE army was now decamp’d from Mount 

Sinai, and paffing from place to place, 
(of which hereafter,) they came at laft to Ife- 
remoth, where the multitude fell into a direét ‘A fecond mu~ 
{edition againft Mofes, -telling him that it was tiny. sor wane 
through his perfuafion they were feduced out Kush ai. 4 
of one of the beft countries in the world, the 6. 
plenty whereof they not only ftood in need 
of at prefent, but inftcad of the bleffings he 
had promifed them, were forced to wander 
up and down, reduced to the urmoft diftrefs 
and neceffity, being already upon the point 
of perifhing for want of water; and if their 
manna fhould now fail them, they fhould be 
all ftarved to death beyond redemption. When 
they had gone on a while, reviling the good 
man after this infolent and outrageous manner, 
one of the company told them, they should 
do well to call to mind the many and fignal 
fervices Mofes had formerly done them, and 
wholly to caft themfelves upon the goodnefs 
of God for their relief; but this, made the 
matter {till worfe and worfe, and ferv’d only 
to inflame the mutineers. When Mofes faw 
the multitude abandon’d to this degree of de- 
{peration, he fpake words of kindnefs and com- 
fort to them, notwithftanding all the provoking 
affronts and indignities that had been put up- 
on himfelf; bidding them depend upon it that 
they fhould fuddenly have fiefh fufficient to 
fupply them many days; but they gave no 
credit to him, but breaking out into violent 
exclamations, one of them, in {corn, asked him, 
how he could poffibly take upon him to feed 
fo many thouiands? His anfwer was this, 
That God and his fervant Mofes would fee 
them provided for, notwithftanding all their 
reproaches, and it fhould be fuddenly too. 
The word was no fooner out, but the whole 
camp was fill’d with quails, and the people The miracle 
gather’d them up; but it was not long before of quails, 
God took vengeance upon the Hebrews for Ver 31--34 
their infolence and impudence againft himfelf 
and Mofes; for they were vifited with a plague 
that coft a great many of them their lives. 
The place where this judgment befel them is 
call’d Cabrothaba, or the graves of luft. 


. 

A 

* The Scripture fays, Numb. iii. 39--45. that the number of the Levites, from a month old and upwards, amount- 
ed to twenty two thoufaad rwo hundred and feventy three, which falls fomerhing fhort of this account. ° 
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CHAP. XIV. 


Spies fent into Chanaan. The delicacy and plenty 
of the country tempts the deputies, but are af~ 
Jrighted at its vaft flreagth aad fortifications. 
A confpiracy againft Mofes. Fofbua and Caleb 
quiet the feditiom Mofes and Aaron obtain 


mercy for the people. 

Nambeais Wo EN Mofes had brought the people 
7 a into a place call’d the Streights, upon 
the borders of Chanaan, a very incommodious 

quarter to live in, he call’d them togethcr, 

and fpake to them aftcr this manner: ‘¢ There 

are, fays he, two bleffings that God has 
promis’d us; liberty, and the enjoyment ot 
a happy land. By his gracious bounty at 
this inftant ye are in pofleffion of one of 
them, and it will not be long before you 
come to be cftablifhed in the other. We 
arc alrcady upon the borders of Chanaan, 
and it isnot in the power of any king, city, 
or nation to hinder our progrefs into the 
other. Let us therefore in the firft place 
provide an army for the war; for there will 
be no gaining of this country but by war, 
nor fhall we ever obtain an entire conqueft 
over them, without firlt fighting a great 
many bloody battles; wherefore Ict us fend 
{pies to take a view of the condition of the 
land, and the ftrength of the people; but 
above all things, let us be unanimous, and 
afcribe all honour to God, who will both 

** affift us and fight for us,” 

Mates fends . Wren Mofes had made an end of dpeak~ 
fpies into the ing, the people highly approv’d of what he 
land of Cha- 
naan, Numb. 
xii, 16-~25. 
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twelve eminent men, one out of every tribe, 
to fend before them for difcovery. They tra- 
velled_ through the whole land of Chanaan, 
from Egypt and the parts thereabouts, as far 
as the city Amathe and Mount Libanus. 
When they had well examined the nature of 
the foil, the ftate of the country, and the man- 
ners of the inhabitants, they came back again, 
with a particular account of what they had 
feen, finifhing the whole work in forty days. 
The report they made was fo much to the ad- 
vantage of the place for a delicious fruitful 
country, and the famples of the fruits them- 
felves that they brought along with them,were 
fo tempting and lovely, that the people were 
one and all for a war to make themfelves maf- 
ters of it. But then, on the other hand, when 
‘The deputies the deputies came to reflect on the difficultics 
frighted at of the enterprize, the impaflable rivers, and 
ee inacceffible mountains and precipices, the 
try, Ver.28, ftrong holds, and fortified cities that were to 
encounter upon the way, befide a race of giants 
in Hebron, of fo monftrous a bulk and ftrength, 
that from their coming out of Egypt to that 
very initant they had never feen any thing 
comparable to them: their own hearts fail’d 
them in the firft place, and fo they infcéted 
the multitude with the fame apprehenfion. 
Tue people were fo difcourag’d upon this 
difcourfe at the hazard of the undertaking, that 
they brake up in a confufion, and fpent that 
whole night with their wives and children in 
lamentations and outcries againft God and Mo- 
fes. God promifes fair, they cry’d, but he 
does nothing for us. Then they fell again to 
exclaiming againit Mofes and his brother Aaron 


29, &c. 


Another mu- 
tiny against 
Totes, Num. 


xiv. Lo-4, 


faid, and upon his motion made choice of 









the high-pricft. When they had pafs’d away 
the night in outrage and blafphemy, they join’d 
early the nexe morning in a confpiracy to ftone 
Mofes and Aaron out of hand, and io return 
back again into Egypt. : 

Upon this defperate diforder, Jofhua the 
fon of Nun, of the tribe of Ephraim, and 
Caleb of the tribe of Judah, (being the two 
only diffenters of the twelve that had been 
employ’d in the difcovery,) ftood up in the 
middle of the congregation, and did all that 
was poflible to appeate the multitude for icar 
of the dreadful confequences that might at- 
tend fuch a tumult, delivering themfelves in 
words to this effect : 
“you, good people, to diftruft the veracity 
and goodnefs of God, and at the fame time 
to give credit to vain ftories and amufe- 
ments about the land of Chanaan, thar are 
{pread abroad on purpofe to aflright and 
abufe you? why fhould nor you rather be- 
lieve, and follow thofe who have taken fo 
much pains to put you into the pofleflion 
and enjoyment of thofe bleflings? what’s 
the height of mountains, or the depth of 
rivers to men of undaunted fpirits, and vi- 
gorous refolutions, efpecially when God is 
both their protector and defender; where- 
fore let us advance and attack the cncmy, 
they cry’d, without fo much as the leatt 
queition of the event; only truft God for 
your guide, and follow us where we lead 
you.” This was the courfe they took to 
pacify the people; 
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ec 


“© How is it poffible for Jofhua ana 

Caleb quier 
the fedition, 
Ver. 6--9. 


but Mofes and Aaron in the Mofes and 
Aaron inters 


mean time threw themfelves proftrate upon the Gade fog 


ground, and befought God, not for their own 


them, and 


fakes, but to compofe the troubled minds of their’ prayers 


the 


the ignorant people, and to deliver them from #r¢ heard, 
utemper of their impotent paffion: their 'St: > 


prayers were heard, and there appear’d a cloud A Cloud ap- 


over the tabernacle, giving them to underftand fe ee 
that God was prefent. cle in token 
of God's fa- 








CHAP. XV. 


Mofes tells the people from God, that they them-= 
Selves foould never enter into the land of Cha- 
waan, but that their children foould. They 
repent and humble themfelves. Mofes, a per= 
Jon of great credit and authority. A miferable 
famine in the reign of Claudius. 


OSES, in the ftrength and confidence 

of this vifion, thrufts himfelf into the 
crowd, and there laid before the people the 
judgments that God had denoune’d againt 
them for their infolence and difobedience ; not 
as a punifhment anfwcrable to the degree of 
the tranfgreffion, but as a fatherly correétion 
to his children; “ for, fays he, upon my en- 
“ tering into the tabernacle with fupplications 
and tears, to deprecate the wrath and vene 
geance of God Almighty, that he might 
not utterly deitroy you from off the face of 
the carth, God was pleafed to reprefent 
how ungrateful a return you had made him 
for all his benefits, and the indignity you 
have now offer’d him in giving more crédit 
to the mifreprefentations and falfe reports 
of your fpics, than to the promifes of God 
himfclf. I can yet aflure you after this, 
that you fhall noc all perifh; neither will 
“ God ever fuffer the race of his chofen people 
© to 
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vour, Ver. 10, 


A denoun- 


cing predic- 


rion, Ver. 29) 


30, &e. 
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The people 
repent and 
fubmit, Ver. 


BY 40. 


Mofes a per- 
fon of great 
power and 
credit. 


XV. 


“to be wholly rooted out; bat for the land 
“ of Chanaan, you muft never expect to enjoy 
© either the pofleffion or the comforts of ir 5 


n 


-“* for you are condemn’d to a wandcring life 


“ for forcy years in the wildernefs, without 
* cirher houfe or home, as a punifhment for 
* your iniquities. Now this will not hinder, 
*¢ buc that in God’s good time your :children 
“© fhall yet come to be lords of that blefled 
“ Jand, which their fathers rendered them- 
“ felvcs unworthy of, by their ftubbornnefs 
“© and unbelief.” 

Uvon this dreadful prediction thus denoun- 
ced by Motes, the people were all ftruck with 
aftonifment and dread, and implor’d him to 
intercede with God Almighty on their behalf, 
to pardon their fins, to deliver them out of 
the wilderncfs, and put them in poileffion of 
the promifed land. He told them that it was 
not. with God as it is with men in the cafes of 
human frailty, to be wrought upon by unrea- 
tonable importunities ; for the proceedings of 
the Almighty are founded upon certain know- 
ledge, wifdom, and juftice; and it was upon 
this ground that fentence had now paffed upon 
them: It may be wonder’d at, perhaps, that 
Motes, being but one man, fhould be able to en- 
counter the rage of fo many thoufands, and 
bring them at laft within the bounds of mode- 
ration and reafon; but God affifting him, the 
minds of the multitude were prepared to be 
overcome: they had found by woeful cxpe- 
rience, upon {everal mutinics and effays of fe- 
dition, that their ftubbornnefs in refifting the 
divine will did them no good. 

Moses was a wonderful man alfo in divers 
other refpecéts; that is to fay, for his piety 
and refolution ; and fo likewife for the credit 
be had got in the world, to be believ’d in 
whatever he faid; and that not only in his 
life-time, but his authority continues ftill as 
facred to poftcrity ; for the Hebrews ftand in 
as much awe of his laws and precepts at this 
very day, as if he himfelf were prefent to 
punifh them for their difobedience, and their 


a 





reverence for the legiflator. 


ETO 





the Antiquities of the JEws. 


confciences accufe them without need of any 
other witneffes. One might give feveral in- 
ftances in proof of the vencration all men had 
for him, as a perfon of an authority more than 
human, and this for onc among others: there 
was once fome people who came from beyond 
Euphrates, not without great hazard and ¢x~ 
pence, a four months journey, out of a refpeét 
to our way of worfhip: | they offer’d facritice, 
but were not allow’d any part of their own 
offering, the law of Mofes in fome cafes for- 
bidding it; others were not permitted to fa- 
crifice at all, and fome again were forced to 
give off when they had but half performed 
their facrifices; others, in fine; were not to 
much as admitted into the templc, and fo con- 
tentedly departed, chufing rather to acquicefce 


in the appointments of Mofes, than to gratify 


their own inclinations 5 * and this out of no 
other apprchenfion than from their own con~ 
{cicnces: but looking upon the laws themfelves 
as of divine infticution, they had the greater 
There happen’d 
not long fince in the reign of Claudius, and in 
the pontificate of Ifhmael, a little before the 


109 


Jewith war, fo pinching a famine in Judea, that A dreadful 
flour was fold at four drachma’s an Affar 4. famine in the 


‘There was brought up at that time to thé featt 
of unleavened bread feventy Corus’s ; {| that 
is to fay, thirty one Sicilian Medimni, and 
forty one Attick. The pricfts were ready to 
ftarve for want of bread, and yet not fo much 
as one man of them touch’d the leaft bit of 
this provifion, fo tender were they of their 
duty to the law, and of incurring God’s dif= 
pleafure, even for their moft fecret fins. Who 
then fhall ay longer doubt of the wonders 
Mofes wrought, when our very enemies are 
forc’d to acknowledge the divinity of the wri- 
tings he hath Icft behind him, and to confefs 
that the founder of our commonwealth was no 
other than the immediate inftrument of God= 
himfelf? But every man is left to the liberry 
of his own thoughts, 
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* See Selden de Synedriis Hebr. lib. ii. c.3. p. 7o. Ed. Amftel. 


} Viz. One poun 


and three quarters, at-two fhillings and feven pence. 


 Sce a letter of Salmafius in the third Fafciculus, publifk’d by Crenius. 
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CH AP. 
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The Ifvackites make war upon the Chanaanites, contrary to the advice of Mofes, and are foamefully 
overthrown. 


HE Hebrews underwent a great 
many hardfhips in the wilder- 
nefs ; and it was yet the moft 
fenfible part of their calamity, 
that God would not give them 
leave to make war upon the 
‘Their hearts, infhort, were ful- 
but Mofes, from time to timc, 


Numbers xiv. & 
2 


a 
73° 





ly fet upon’r; 
advifing them ftill againft ic, they told him 
plainly in the conclution, “ That they would 
“ een gotheir own way to work, and do their 
“© bufinefs without him. He had amind, they 
“ faid, to keep them in mifery, and make 
“© himfelf neceflary to them, and that was all 


‘< he look’d after.” Under this -perfuafion, 
The Hebrews they unadvifedly and rafhly refolv’d upon the 
bent upen 2 War, depending, as they jaid, upon God for 
war with the his affiftance: not fo much for Moles’s fake, as 
ee for the love he bare to their nation, and to the 
er. 40,41, 3 ? 
42. memory of their worthy anceftors. They made 
no doubt, bur if they behav’d themfelves 
‘like men, he who had formerly given them 
freedom, would now give them victory: or 
at werft, they could deal well enough with 


the Chanaanites, even though Mofes fhould do 


“ 


J 


all he could to fet God againft them. “ We a, y fall fo 


are to maintain our common liberty, they upon Mofs 
cry’d, without leaping out of one flavery for oppoling 
into another. What matteris it to us, whe- it, ibid. 
ther we ferve the Egyptians or Mofes? we 
change our mafter, tis true, but not our 
condition, fo long as we fuffer ourfelves to 
be feduc’d by the illufions of this man’s va- 
nity and ambition. What a ftir does he kcep 
with ftories of his divine colloquies and re= 
velations, as if Mofes was the only confi- 
dent to the privacies of God’s fecret pur- 
pofes and counfels! are not all we here of the 
race of Abraham, as well as he? how comes 
Mofes then by the fole privilege of a divine 
prefcience, and a gift by himfelf in the fa- 
culty of forctelling things to come? is not 
this the land that God has promis’d us? why 
do we not difpatch then, and take pofleffion 
of it, without being fool’d any longer _un- 
der a mafque of fecking God, and fubjecting 
ourfelyes to the arrogance of one fingle per- 
fon? Ic us bethink ourfelves, as we ought 
& to 


A dangezor 


mutiny. 
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the Antiquities of the Jews. 
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“ to do, of our prefent diftrefs; the inconve- | , THere was one Corah, a perfon of diftinc-’ The fedition 


“ niencies of ‘2 defart; our wants daily grow- 
“C ing upon us, &c. and what remedy at laft, 
** bue fighting the Chanaanites our of hand, 
“€ taking God for our leadet, without crou- 
“ bling our heads any longer for the confent of 
“ our Icgiflator.’” This was the unanimous 
‘Phe Hebrews fenfe and refolution of the field; and in this 


adananee heat the Hebrews advanced furioufly agzin#. 
. mbxiv.4g. the enemy: but neither the fiercencfs of the 


daunt or difmay the Chanaanites; for they 
bravely ftood the fhock, and routed the He- 
brews; kill’da great many upon the place, and 
andarebeat- purfued the reft, who ran away moft fhame- 
cnout of the fully, even to their very camp. ‘This unex- 
field, V.45- peéted defeat very much dejeéted the Hebrews; 
tor they were fill in’ fear of worfe to come, 
and fo. con{cions of a rafh and prefumptious ac- 
tion, in attempting a battle without God’s di- 
The over- _YeCtion, that they look’d upon this overthrow 
throw a jult as a jutt judgment for their fool-hardy wilful- 
judgment. nefs. 3 
Tue fpirits of the multitude were fo broken 
and funk with this difafter, and the Chanaa- 
nites on the other hand fo puffed up and ele- 
vated with the fuccefs, that Mofes found no 
better expedient in this extremity, than to 
Mofesleads march them back again into the wildernefs, 
them back a~ for fear the enemy fhould follow the blow, and 
gain into the Go them yet a greater mifchief. ‘The people 
the defart, kia : 2 2 
were convine’d by this mifcarriage, that no~ 
thing profper’d with them, but by the advice 
of Mofes: fo that upon the promife of an un- 
conditional obedience to him for the future, 
the Hebrews decamp’d, and went back intothe 
defart, with a refolution never to attempt any 
thing again upon the Chanaanites, without a 
direttion from heaven. 


charge, nor the odds of number was able to 





CHAP. I. 


The fchifin of Corab againft Mofes and Aaron, 
about the high-priefthood. 


; UT ic far’d here, as it does comnionly 
a pga with other great bodies, when things go 
a mult! a2 * . 
tude,Numb. Crofs; there will be complaints, fa¢tion, ca- 
xvi, Jumnies, and difobedience ; and fo it happen’d 
with the Jews. ‘They were fix hundred thou- 
fand men upon the mufter, and a people not o- 
ver tractable, at beft, to their fuperiors; but 
upon any pinch of neceffity or misfortune al- 
together intolerable; as well one to another 
as to their governors. This malevolent hu- 
mour of theirs gave a rife to the moft formida- 
A defperate ble fedition that ever’ was heard of, cither a~ 
‘edition, ib. mongit Greeks or Barbarians; and it had de- 
ftroy’d them to all manner of purpofes, if Mo- 
fes had not interpos’d to the preferving of 
them, gencroufly forgetting and forgiving all 
paft injuries, even from thofe very people 
who were fo lately within a little of ftoning 
him to death. But after all the indignities 
they had put, not only upon their legiflator, 
but effectually upon God himfelf, in contemn- 
ing his commandments, providence would not 
yet totally caft them off, but graciouily deli- 
ver’d them from the imminent danger of the 
moft defperate defection that ever was con- 
triv’d. We are now to fhew what this fediti- 
on was, and how Mofes manag’d affairs after it 
was compos’d: but firft of the caufe and oc- 
cafion ofir. z 


A 


tion among the Hebrews, both for his blood of Corab, ib, 
and his pofieffions, and one who had the art 


of humouring the people; no man living more 


pepular. This Corah,; feeing Mofes advanced 

above ali his fellows, and in the cxercife of 

fovercign power, took up an envious pique a- 

gainft him. Now being both of a tribe, and 

kindred, Corah, the wealthier of the two, and 

of as good a family, he thought ict hard that 

Mofes fhould have the preference 3 wherefore 

he would bé often venting his complaints and 

refentment, and expreffing his uneatinefs upon 

that head, which made a mighty noife among 

the Levites, and hisrelations, wherever he ut- 

tered his diicourfe. “ Why, ’tis an intolerable A fiction Kt 

“ fcandal, fays he, for Mofes to take upon him up againtt 

“ at this rate, and to carry on his ambition ia for 

“¢ thus under a mafque of holinefs and religi- oes 

“on; and by that means to raife himfelf a him; F 

*¢ reputation to the wrong of other men: as 

“« he gave lately the pricfthood, and other dig- 

*€ nitics to his brother Aaron, without any and advanc- 

¢ right of colour for it, noconfent of the peo» ing his bro- 

“ ple to’t, nor any pretext of authority, fave Set Aaron 

« : ene : ¢ high- 
only his own arbitrary will and pleafure. prieft-hood, 

*¢ And that which makes it worfe yet, is his ib. 

“¢ artful way of infinuation, whereby he in« 

“ fenfibly makes himfelf mafter of the go« 

“* vernment; fo that rhe people have loft their 

“ liberty before they well know his drift. He 

*¢ that in hisown confcience finds himfelf wor~ 

“ thy to be aruler, will take the good-will 

** and approbation of the people along with 

“© him, without any need of violence for the 

“¢ gaining of hisend. Nay, in. many cafes, 

“ where fairnefs and honefty will not do the 

“* work, the very fame of probity and fquare 

“ dealing keeps men within fome tolerable 

“ compafs. But then what cannot be effected 

“ by force, may befupply’d by craft and under- 

“© mining: and that dark way of proceeding 

“ ought to be made exemplary in time, be- 

“¢ fore it breaks out into open practices upon 

% the ftate. What fufficient reafon can Mofes 

“ bring for his conferring the high-pricfthood: 

“ wpon Aaron, and his fons after him? if 

“ God, fays he, hasannexed the honour to the 

*€ tribe of Levi, I myfelf may pretend a right 

* to the preference,’ being of the fame ftock 

“¢ with Mofes, and his fuperior, both for 

‘¢ riches and years. Or if it be to pafs by fe+ 

“* niority, it belongs to the tribe of Rubel ; 

“© to Dathan, Abiram, and Phala, whoare the 

* feniors of that tribe, and men of eminent 

* credit every way among them.” 

Coraun’s pretext all this while was the pub= Gorah’s am- 
lick good; but his bufinefs, in truth, was to bition co- 
infinuate himfelf into the high-priefthood, by ver'd under 
the fupplanting of Aaron. ‘This calumny was ee 
deliver’d in terms plaufible enough, and fo it eaod,, ib 
pafled from one to another, ftill increafing as it : 
{pread, till in the end the whole camp was full 
of it, and no lefs than two hundred and fifty tne whole 
of the principal men among them join’d with campinamu- 
the faction, in a confpiracy to take away the tiny; andtwo 


high-priefthood from the brother of Mofes, bundred and 
and transfer it to Corah. This fet the multi= med in thee 


tude all in an uproar, crouding up to the taber~ party,Ver.r7. 
nacle, and bawling our, “ itone him, ftone an outcry to 
‘him; take away this tyranr, and fer the have Motes 
“ people at liberty from the unmerciful op~ fon'd. 
“ preffions that this man lays upon us. If God 
“¢ had had a hand, they ore ‘in this choice, 
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“ he would never have confer’d the honour 
*<.upon a perfon fo much below the dignity 
¢ of the function; or if God had defign’d it 
“ for Aaron, it fhould have come to him by 
the fuffrage of the people, not by the fa- 
© your of his brother.” 

Moses knew very well what Corah was. a 
doing, and what eifeét his artificial way of 
lander had upon the enrag’d multitude. But 
in the comfore and fupport of a good con- 
{cience, and in the certain knowledge that his 
brother was promoted to the pricfthood by 
God’s appointment, and not upon any private 
account of his own, he made no difficulty 
(being well skill’d in popular arts) of _pre- 
tenting himfelf before the people; and fo he 
addreffes himfelf to Corah in words to this 
effect : 

“ J erve it for granted, Corah, fays he, 
that you yourfelf, or any once of your noble 
companions here (pointing at the two hun- 
dred and fifty of the faétion) is worthy of 
honour; in the mean rime, not excluding 
the reft of this multitude of people, how 
inferior foever to yourfelf, upon the compa- 
rifon, either in riches or other accomplith- 
ments. Aaron was not made high-prieft for 
his wealth, you yourfelf are worth as much 
as both of us: nor for his nobility, for we 
are all of a family, and derive from the 
fame progenitor: neither did I, induced by 
any partial motive of affection or confan- 
guinity, rob any man of his right in what I 
gave to my brother; for if I had any thing 
in my eye but honour and juftice, I fhould 
have given it to myfelf inftead of him, fince 
charity begins athome; befide that I muft 
have been a mad man to expofe myfelf to 
danger, by doing an ill thing for another, 
and reaping no benefit by it myfelf: but 
far be it from me to be guilty of fuch an 
improbiry! God Almighty would never have 
fufler’d cither himfelf to be contemn’d, or 
you to be ignorant of the moft acceptable 
things you could do to pleafe him. It was 
God himfelf who chofe the prieft, and ic 
was God’s act that has difcharg’d me of 
the crime. But now fuppofing Aaron to be 
poiiefs’d of the holy character purely by a 
divine choice, and without any inclination 
of partiality of minc to intervene, he fhall 
make no difficulty of cafting the caufe upon 
your fuffrages yet over again, without in- 
lifting upon the legality of what has been 
done already, though with your own ap- 
probation. ‘This istofhew you that he hath 
no ambition in him, and that he is ready to 
part with any thing, let ic be never fo much 
his right, for the purchafing of your peace. 
AAs to the acceptance of what God has been 
pleafed to offer us, there can be no offence 
init; and fo on the other hand, ic would 
have been highly impious to have refus’d it. 
Bur nothing however can be morc reafon- 
able than to allow the benefa¢tor a right of 
ratifying and making good his own boun- 
ty 3 wherefore you cannot do better than to 
reter the matter ence again even to God 
hitnfelf, and fo to abide by the perfon he 
thali be pleafed to make choice of for the 
facred function. Now it would be a ttrange 
thing for you, Corah, by your ambition, to 
bar God the liberty of chafing his own prictt: 
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‘© ther controverfy, One day more will bring 


this point to an iffue. Let all the preten- 
ders to this dignity appear to-morrow 
morning, with their cenfers in their hands, 
and fire and incenfe in them. You mutt 
have patience, Corah, and wait God’s de~ _ 
termination, without prefuming to fet up 
your own authority above his; but do you 
appear alfo yourfelf among the other can- 
didates for the dignity; and I know not why 
Aaron may not come up too, as one of the 
family, and a perfon who hath behav’d him- 
felf unblameably in the funétion. When 
you are all together, offer up your incenfe 
in the fight of the people, and let that per- 
fon whofe facrifice fhall be moft acceptable 
to God, be declar’d to be the high-pricft, 
and then in courfe confirm’d by my autho- 
rity. This will bring the whole matter in 
difpute to a fair accommodation, and like- 
wife difcharge me from the calumny of par- 
“ tiality towards my brother.” 


Mofes’s ap- 
peal, Ver. 16, 
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«c 








CHAP. II. 


God’s judgment upon Corah, Dathan, and Abirain 5 
and the priefthood fettled upon Aaron and his 


pofterity. 


ITH this difcourfe Mofes both quieted 

the people, and ingratiated himfelf in- 
to their better opinion at the fame time, info~ 
much that they look’d upon all he faid as ex- 
ceedingly to the purpofe, and gave him, in finc, 
the charaéter of a very good and wife man; 
and here the council broke up. 

T'He next morning all the people gather’d 

together to attend. the facrifice, and to fee the 
event of the election then in queftion. ‘The 
multitude was tumultuous and uncafy, divided The people 
in their inclinations, and not a little folicitous divided, Ver 
betwixt hope and fear, what might be the if- 1? 
fue of that conteft. Some were for having 
Mofes expos’d, but the men of fenfe and fo- 
briety were for peace and quietnefs ; for if the 
rabble got a head once, they did not know but 
they might overturn the government ; for the 
common pcople are naturally fond of new The humor 
things, reproachful and envious againft their fu- of the com- 
periors, apt to receive and fpread calumnics, ™" people 
and carried about with every wind or rumour. 
Mofes however fent a fummons to Dathan and 
Abiram, commanding them to attend the bu- 
finefs of the day, and put in their claims as 
they pretended; but the meffengers brought 
word back that they abfolutcly refufed, fay- They dif 
ing, that Mofes had gotten a power into his <laim his 
hands by indire€t means, and that they were Soi a 
refolved to fubmit no longer to the ufurpation. =" ~ 
Upon this anfwer and return, Mofes call’d to 
fuch and fuch of the elders as he thought pro- Mofes bids 
per, and bad them follow him, which they theeldersfl 
did, without any difficulty or delay, Mofes not ne ee 
thinking it an action unworthy of him to go the Extion 
in perfon to the rebellious faction. Dathan and Ver. 25- 
his companions hearing that Mofes and his Dathen a 
train were coming towards them, went out of pis Pte 
their cents with their wives and children, and roward them) 
there flood waiting to fee what would become Ver. 37: 
of this extraordinary vific; but with their 
guards all at hand to repel force by force, in 


this is the very cafe, and without any fur-! calc of any violence. Mofes went peaceably 


forward 


Chap. Il. | 


a 


God with a loud voice, that the whole mul- 
titude might hear him. 


Mofes’s fe- 
cond appeal 
to God upon ¢¢ 
rhe jultics of «; 
his caufe, 
Num. xvi. 28. 
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* Briessep God, fayshe, thou who art the 


‘ Lord of the Heavens, the earth, and the 


fea, the irrefragable witnefs of all my ac- 
tions, and that whatever I have hitherto 
done hath been perfeétly in obedience to 
thy fpecial direétion: thou who in compaf- 
fion to the Hebrews hatft fo gracioufly pro- 
vided for them in their flight, and in their 
mifcrable neceffities, having been likewife 
upon all occafions my conftant fupport, Lord 
hear my prayer: thou who knowetft all 
things, and fcarcheft the very fecrets of our 
hearts, vouchfafe to bring the truth to light, 
and to lay open the ingratitude of my un- 
righteous accufers: thou who ait privy to 
the whole hiftory of paft ages, and of my 
life in particular, not by hearfay, but upon 
certain and infallible knowledge; Lord do 
thou bear teftimony to my innocence, againit 
the malicious calumniators of my integrity 
and conduét: thou knoweft, good God, that 
at {uch time as I was fettled in the comfort- 
able ftate of a quiet ecafy life, under thy 
bleffing, upon my induftry,and by the kind- 
nefs of my father-in-law Raguel *, quitted 
all the pleafures and conveniences of 2 pler~ 
titul and a fafe privacy, in exchange for 
troublefome and dangerous commiffions on 
the behalf of thefe people; expofing myfelf 
firft for their liberty, and now for their fe- 
curity, to all labours and hazards. Bur 
fince fo it is, after all this, that I am now 
fallen under the jealoufy and difpleafure of 
thofe very people, -who by my care and 
providence have been redeem’d out of fo 


“Many extremities; Lord, fays he, thou who 


didft vouchfafe to appear to thy fervant out 
of the fire upon Mount Sinai, to let him 
hear thy voice, and make him a witnefs of the 
prodigies they wrought: thou who gaveft 
him the ‘honour of an embafly into Egypt, 
bringing down the Egyprians pride, and de- 
livering the Hebrews out of their bondage : 
thou, fays Mofes, who laidft the power of 
Pharaoh at my feet, turning the fea into dry 
land, and that dry land into fea again, for 
the fafety of ‘thy people, and the confufion 
of the Egyptians, furnifhing thofe with 
arms that were defencelefs, converting cor= 
rupt water into {weet, fetching fountains 
out of rocks in the extremity of drought, 
food out of the fea, and meat from Heaven 
to fupply their wants, (a thing never heard 
of before.) Lord, fays he, thou who haft 
laid the foundations of our government, and 
modcll’d our laws: thou who art the judge 
and witnefs of all things, avenge my caufe, 
and bear this teftimony for me, that I never 
was corrupted into the favour of an ‘unjuft 
caufe, or of a rich man againft a poor; and 
yet now Lord, fays he, I find male admi- 
niftration laid to my charge, as if I had 
elevated my brother to the high-priefthood, 
not by divine appointment, bat by the im- 
pulfe of a private affeCtion, and without any 
authority trom above for what I did. Lord, 
be pleafed to make it appear now, thar all 


the Antiquities of the JEws. 


forward till he came to Dathan, and then litt- | “« 
ing up his hands to Heaven, he call’d upon] “ 


things are govern’d by thy providence, and 
brought to pafs by the interpolition of thy 
holy will, not by chance ; and out of thy 
wonted kindnefs to the Hebrews, vindicate 
thyfelf unto them, upon Dathan and Abi- 
ram, for the infolence of fuggcfting thee to 
be circimvented by my impolturess which 
is all one with rendering thee paflive and 
infenfible. _ Lord, fays he, vifit thefe blaf= 
phemous detraétors from thy glory with an 
exemplary vengeance; let them not die the 
common death of other mén3 but as they 
are not worthy to live upon the earth, let 
the earth {wallow them up with their fami- 
lics and fabftance, for the honour of thy 
power, and for a document to ages to come; 
that they may think more reverently of th 
divine majefty; and if I myfelf fhall be 
found guilty of the charge cxhibired againit 
me, may all thofe curfes light upon my own 
head, and my oppofers be happy and free. 
Bue when thou fhalt pour out thy wrath up- 
on the difobedient and the troublers of thy 
people, Lord, preferve the reft in peace and. 
unity, fafe and untouch’d, who live in a 
dutiful conformity to thy commandments > 
neither will it ftand with the methods of 
thy juftice, cither to confound the innocent 
with the offenders, or to punith the guilc- 
lefs for the faults of the guilty.” 

Tuese words were interrupted with tears, 
when all on a fudden the earth fell a trem— 
bling into an agitation, like the rolling of an 
angry {ea in a ftorm, which ftruck the whole 
multitude with a profound aftonifhment and 
horror; and a difmal outcry was heard upon 
it, that ran through all their tents. In the 
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low’d them all up, every man of them, with 
all that appertained to them, clofing again 
immediately fo exaétly, that the very mark of 
the rupture ‘was not to be perceiv’d. | 

‘Tuis was the end of a feditious {chifmati- 
cal faction, and an illuitrious inftance it was 
of God’s providence and power at once; and 
to make the cafe ftill more dreadful, there 
was not fo much as one of all their relations 
and acquaintances who pitied them. Nay, 
the whole multitude had nothing in thcir 
mouths but joy and acclamations, in contem- 
plation of- chin effort of divine juftice: they 
look’d no further back upon things paft, than 
to raife in them‘a deteftation for the memory 
of thofe people, as the peft of their nation, 
and men who did not deferve fo much as hu- 
man tendernefs. After the extinftion of Da- 
than and his complices, Mofes conven’d the 
candidates for the pontificate, committing the 
choice to God once more, to be confer’d u 
on him whofe facrifice fhould appear to be beft 
accepted. here was gather’d together two 
hundred and fifty perfons, that both for their 
fathers fakes and their own, had.an eminent 
reputation among the people; and with thefe 
men came forth Aaron and Corah, who ftand= 
ing before the tabernacle, offer’d fuch incenfe 
in their cenfers as they brought with them. 
While they were thus employ’d, there appear’d. 
all in an inftant, fo fierce a fire, that the flame 
of burning mountains, the conflagration of 
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conclufion, the ground open’d under the feet of The earth 


the faétion with a terrible noife, and fwal- Galea 
Dathan and 
his train, 

Ver. 3 


3) 33- 


Who fall un-— 


pitied by all 
their rela~ 


tions and 
friends, 


The choice 
put to a fe- 
cond trial, 
Ver. 6, 7. 


Lig FLAVIUS JOSEPHUS of Book IV. 
** Whole foretts, with winds and brufh-wood to 
ailiit it, were nothing in comparifon to it. It 
was clear and flagrant, and came undoubtedly 
from Heaven; for no natural ingredients could 
have produc’d fo fubtle a Hame. By the force 
Corth and of this fire, Corah, rogether with his two hun- 
his compa- dred and fifty companions, were fo totally 
Peed oe confum’d, that there was not fo much as any 
Hire from Hea- remainder of their carcafes to be found; only 
ven, Numb. Aaron furviv’d, untouch’d, as a moft certain 
evidence that this was the fupernatural work 
of an Almighty power. Moles, for the per- 
petual memory of this judgment, tn the tranf- 
-mitting of it to poftcrity, commanded Elecazar, 
the fon of Aaron, to faften their cenfers about 
A brazen al-a brazen altar, as a monument for a warning 
tar ereéted tg generations to come, that God Almighty 
ave is not to be deceived or impofed. upon by hu- 
3O--43. man cunning. By this time it was evident, 
beyond all contradiction, that Aaron was not 
elevated to the pontificate through his own 
ambition, or his brothcr’s particular favour, 
but by God’s appointment; and that he held 
it ever after by the fame title. 





pointed the heads of ‘the tribes to bring their Mofes ap- 
rods, with the naines of their tribes inicrib’d PSS ans 
upon them, and he to be prefer’d to the dig- bring in their 
nity upon whofe rod fhould be found any pare rods, Numb, 
ticular mark of God’s favour: this they all svik 
agreed to, ard brought their rods with infcrip- 

tions as direéted, Aaron among the reft; and - 

his rod bear the infcription of the tribe of Levi. 

Mofes laid them up for the prefent in the ca- 

bernacle of God, and the next day produc’d 

them, which were cafily known again; for the 

princes that brought them, and the reft of the 

people, faw their own marks upon them: they 

found all the reft of the rods juft in the fame 

condition as they Icft thein the day before, 

only Aaron’s {prouted out with branches and Aaron's rod 
buds; and which was yet a greater wonder, buds, Numb, 
bearing ripe almonds, the rod being of the* * 
wood of the almond-tree. The ftrangenefs of 

this fpeétacle ftruck the people with the urmott 

furprize, and intirely extinguifhed that ani- 

mofity and enmity which they had conceived’ 

againft Mofes and Aaron; and they all ftood in 
admiration at the judgment of God, refign’d 
themfelves to his holy pleafure, and yielded 

the right of the eleétion to Aaron, who was Aaron’s elec. 
now the third time confirm’d by God himfelf rons 
in the priefthood, where it refted for the fu- “°™™™® 
ture without any contradiction. This, in fine, 

put a happy period to the troubles of the He- 

brews, after a long courfe of violence and fe-~ 

dition. : 

Tue tribe of Levi being fet apart for the The Levites 
fervice of God in holy offices and dutics, exempted 
Mofes exempted them from the burden of all Gees 
military charges; and for fear the care of pro- : 
viding neceflaries for life might divert them 
from attending the duties of their fun&tion, 
he order’d it, that fo foon as ever the land of 
Chanaan fhould by God’s affifttance come to be 
conquer’d, there fhould be forty cight of the 
beft and choiceft cities allotted for the enter- 
tainment of the Levites, with two thoufand 
cubits of land round about, and contiguous to 
the walls of the place, befide the impofition 
of a tenth part of the yearly profits arifing The pricts 
from the fruits of the earth, ‘to be paid as a allowance. 
duty on the whole people, to the priefts and 
Levites; which hath been feligionts obferv’d. 
ever fince. Let this fuffice as to the revenue 
of this tribe upon the people, and we fhall 
now come to what directly belongs to the 
priefts rhemfelves. 

Moses provid, that of the eight and forty 
citics before mention’d, the Levites fhould 
yield thirteen of them to the priefts, and the 
tenth part of the tithes, befide the firft-fruirs 
of all the produéts of the earth, as an offer- 
ing to God. The firftling of all quadrupedes 
ofter’d in facrifice, if a male, was to be brought 
to the priefts to facrifice, to be eaten in the 
holy city with their family; bute for thofe 
which the law of the country will not permic 
to be eaten, the owner fhall prefent a fhekel 
and a half * inftead of a firttling, and for the 
firft-born of a man five fhekels; and there is a 
duty alfo to be allow’d upon wool and corn, 
and likewife a cake upon thofe that bake 


bread. 



















































BLY. 55- 








CHAP. IV. 


What befel the Ivraclites in the defart, during the 
{pace of thirty eight years. 


UT all this did not yet wholly extinguith 

the fpiric of rebellion among the people; 

Ver. 14. for it was follow’d with another feditton, 
worfe, if poffible, than the former, which took 

its rife from fuch caufes as in all likelihood 

would not be cafily fupprefs’d; for when they 

had once taken up a perfuafion that all things 

cameto pafs by providence, and by the will of 

The Ifrae- God, they reckon’d every thing to be done for 
lites impute Mofes’s fake; fo that all the feverities of di- 
all their cala- vine juftice were charged to his account, as if 
‘Motes. God would not have been fo rigorous againft 
finners, if Mofes had not prefs’d him to it, 

and that it was not fo much for their wicked- 

nefs that they were punifh’d, as to gratify 

Mofes. ‘‘ What was the fault, they cry’d, of 

“ all thofe noble and excellent men who loft 

“ their lives at Mofes’s inftigation, but the ex- 

“© ceffive zeal and affection they had for the 

“* worfhip of their God? and Mofes, they 

“* faid, made his profit of theirs and of the 

“* people’s ruin, by confirming his brother in 

** the pontifical dignity, and intailing it upon 

“© his line; for after paying fo dear for the 

* competition, no body elfe would ever pre- 

** tend to it again for the future.” Now this 

was atime for the relations of the deccas’d 

to manuge with the multitude, and to dilate 

upon the abfolute neceffity of putting fome 

timely check to the pride and exorbitant power 

of Mofes ; “* which the people might cafily 

** do, they faid, and it concern’d them to take 

** ict into their care.” Mofes found a ftorm 

coming, and very prudently to prevent the ill 
confequences that might poe follow upon 

fuch a tumulcuary practice and difpofition, he 

- order’d an afiembly to be call’d,where he heard 

their grievances, and without one word of 

anfwer, for fear of making matters worfe, ap- 





* Viz, About one fhilling and one penny half- penny in our moncy. 





Chap. IV. 


Ufthe Nazae As for the Nazarenes that tie themfelves up 
renes, Numb. by a vow, neither to cut their hair, nor to 
uy drink wine; when the time of their vow is 
-expir’d, and they prefent themfelves to have 
their hair confecrated, whatever they offer in 
f.crifice belongs to the pricits; and fo for thofe 
who call themfelves Corban, that is by inter- 
pretation, a gift of God, when they defirc to 
be difcharg’d of their obligation and voluntary 
vow, there is a duty belongs to the priefts, of 
fifty fhekels for a man, and thirty for a wo- 
man; and they who have not fo much money, 
muft remit themfelves to the difcretion of the 
pricft. 
Turvy who kill beafts for private ufe, and 
not for. facrifice, muft allow the priefts the 
breaft of the. beaft,* and the right fhoulder. 


‘This was the allotment of Mofes for the priefts, |- 


befide fin-offerings, which we have fpoken of 
in the laft book before this. He ordain’d 
likewife, that in all contributions to the order 
of the priefts, their wives, children, and fer- 
vants fhould have their fhare, faving in fin- 
offerings, and thofe are only to be eaten by 
the priefts that officiate. It muft be in the 
temple too, and on the fame day. 

Marrers being thus fettled, and the fe- 
dition crufh’d, Mofes decamp’d, and with his 
whole army. march’d to the borders of Idu- 
mea, fending his ambafladors beforehand to 
the king thereof, to defire a free paflage for 
his troops through his country, upon affurance 
that he would give him no manner of trouble, 
and that whatever he had he would pay: for. 
His paflage was, however, refus’d, and an ar~ 
my drawn up to the frontiers, ready to: op- 
pofe him, if he fhould offer to force his way. 
Mofes had recourfe to God for advice, whofe 
anfwer was, that he would not have him’ the 
agereflor; and fo he withdrew. to take his 
way by the -defart. 

The death of Av this time died Mariam the fifter of 
Mariam the Mofes, at the beginning of the. month Xan- 
filter of Mo-thicus, and in the fortieth year.compleat after 


The fedition 
crufh’d, an 
Mofes de- 
camps. 


Mofes defires 
2-paflage - 
through Idu- 
mea, and the 
king refufes 
it, Numb. xx. 
iq-a4e 


fs, Ver-l. the coming out of Egypt. She had a publick 

and a {plendid burial upon a mountain known 

by the name of Sin;- and after thirry days of 

5 .mourning, Mofes purified the people. ~The 
Forms of pu 2 gS 3 P. . 

rifcation,  pricft took a young red heifer. that had never 


Numb. xix. known the yoke, brought.it out a little way 
from the army, and there in a very clean place 
kill’d it, dipping his finger feven times in the 
blood, and therewith fprinkling the taberna- 
cle of God. After this, he put the heifer 
whole into the fire, skin, entrails and all, 
with a ftick of cedar, hyffop, and a little fcar- 
let-coloured wool. When all was confum’d, 
a young man of ‘an unfpotted virgin chaftity, 
was employ’d to gather up the afhes, and lay 
them up in the cleaneft place that could be 
found. Now whoever ftcod in need of being 
purified, either for touching a dead body, or 
for affifting at a funeral, he had no more to 
do, than to caft of thefe afhes into fountain- 
water, dip a.bunch of hyflop in it, and fprinkle 
himfelf with ic on the third and the feventh 
day ; and this was the ceremony of the puri- 
fication, which Mofes commanded to be ob- 
ferv’d whenever the Hebrews fhould come to 
be poffefs’d of. the land which God had pro- 
mifed them. 
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Arrer this purification was ‘over for the 
death of his fifter, Mofes léd the army through Mofes 
the defart into Arabia, and coming to their ca- marches 
pital city, formerly call’d Arce, at prefent GyenBi no 
Petra, where there was a very high mountain, Arabia, . 


‘Aaron being foretold by Mofes that he was. Ver. 22. 


near his end, went up this mountain, took off 
his pontifical ftole, and deliver’d it to his fon 
Eleazar, as the-next heir to rhe dignity ; and 
in the fight of-the whole army ended his days The death of 
thére, in the hundred and twenty third year Aaron, V. 28. 
of his-age, and in the firft moon of the month 


‘which the Athenians call Hecatombzon, the 


Macedonians Lous, the Hebrews * Sabba, and 
the Romans Auguitus. His fifter died alfo in 
the fame year. 








"CHAP. V. 


Sikon and Og defeated by Mofes, and their lands 
diftributed by Lot to two tribes and a half of 


the Hebrews. . 

W HEN the mourning for Aaron was Ver. 29; 
paft, (which lafted thirty days,) Mofes 

march’d the army to the river Arnon, which 
falls from the mountains of Arabia, and run- 
ning through the whole defart, empties itfelf 
into the lake Afphalitis, dividing the Moabites 
from the Amorites. ‘The country is very 
fruitful, and wants for nothing. ‘The king’s 
name of the latter was Sihon, to whom Mofes 
fent very refpeétfully for leave to march his 
army through his country, promifing upon his 
word and honour that neither his country nor 
his people fhould fuffer any injury from his 
army. Sihon denied‘ him paflage, and march’d 
his army immediately to take poffeffion of the 
fords of the river, thereby to hinder his coming 
over. af 

Wuewn Mofes found that the Amorites were 
refolved ‘upon a war, he could hardly digeft 
the affront, and fo reckon’d it his beft courfe 
for himfelf to give the firft attack; for the 
Hebrews being a people of an intractable dif 
pofition, he did not ‘know but want and idles 
nefs might again renew in them the fpiric of 
fedition and rebellion; whereupon, for fear of 
the worft, he confulted God in the firft place, 
whether he fhould attempt the forcing of his 
way by the fword, or not. This he did, and 
obtain’d not only a permiffion to do it, but an 
affurance of victory. Mofes, upon this encou- 
ragement, animated the army into a confidence 
of fuccefs, telling them, ‘ ‘That now was their 
“¢ time to’ fignalize their valour, when they 
“ had both divine approbation and human au- 
“ thority to fecond their inclinations.” Upon 
thefe words, without-any hefitation or delay, 
they march’d up and made a furious charge The He-. 
upon the enemy. ‘The king and his army fell brews fall 
into a pannick. terror upon the very fight of ¥pon the 
them, and after all their. big words and me~*™0rites, 
naces at a diftance, they had not the heart fo them, Numb. 
much as to face the Hebrews: their only hope xi. 24. 
was in their heels, and in their wall’d towns, 
if they could come at them; but they were fo. 
clofe purfued, that their flight was but of very 
little fervice to them: they fell into a direct 





* * Bochart in his Hieroz. ParcIl. lib.iii. c.13. fhews it fhould be Ab, or Abba. 
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rout upon the very firft fhock, and in that 
confafion they all ran feveral ways to fave 
themfelves; the Hebrews, light’ arm’d and 
fwitt of foot, at the heels of them, with their 
flings, darts, and arrows, killing thofe at a 
diftance whom they could not otherwife over- 
take. Vaft numbers of them were cut off at 
the river where they ftopped to quench their 
thirft, for it was exceffive hot weather, and 

Sthon their amongft the reft Sihon their king. The flaugh- 

king flain, ter, in fine, was terrible, and never 2 more 

Num. xxi.24- abfolute victory. ‘The Hebrews had the fpoil 
of the field, a prodigious booty, and that 
which they moft wanted, corn in abundance 3 
for the harveft was yet upon the ground. All 
was their own in fhort: they went whither 
they would, did what they would, and took 
what they would, without either refiftance or 
controul; for there was hardly any left be- 
hind to oppofe them, the flower of their men 
being deftroy’d in the battle. 

Tus befel the Amorites, for want both of 
conduét and courage; for they had neither 
forcfight to prevent the mifchiet, nor refolu- 
tion to encounter it. This place, which the 
Hebrews had now made themfelves matters of, 
is a kind of peninfula, betwixt three rivers ; 
Arnon on the fouth, Jaboc (that falls into the 
river Jordan) on the north, and the river Jor- 
dan itfelf on the weft. 

Wuuite matters were in this condition, 
the Ifraclites found they had yet another enc- 
my to cope with, which was Og the king of 
Galadcne, and of Gaulonitis, who as he was 
advancing with a powerful army to the relief 
of Sihon his friend and ally, by the way met 
with the unwelcome news of the battle, and 
a total defeat. But this, however, was not 
fofficient to deter him from running the ha- 
zard of a battle, relying on the valour of his 
foldiers, in confidence of which he hoped fuc- 
cefs would attend his artempt; but his hopes 
deceived him; for he and his whole army 
were cut off, toaman. After this victory, 
Mofes pafs’d the river Jaboc, and made an in- 

Ogthe king road into Og’s dominions, deftroying all the 
of Galadene, cities wherever he came, and putting the in- 
nee ae habitants to the fword, who were a people 
army cut off, ay : : s 
Ver. 35. fiefs’d of greater riches, and a more fruit- 
ful foil than any of the inhabitants of the ad- 
jacent countries. The king himfelf was a 
man of courageand refolution, of great ftrength 
of body, and of a gigantick ftature, as ap- 
pearcd by the dimenfions of a bed of his, which 
was found in his palace at Rabatha. The 
frame of it was of iron, the breadth of it four 
cubits, and the length nine. The fall of this 
man did not only fettle the Ifraclites in a pre- 
fent ftate of fecurity and quiet, but laid the 
foundation of great advantages to come: for 
they pofleft themfelves of no lefs than fixty 
ofthis ttrong holds, and well fortify’d cities,and 
the whole army to a man, was at the fame time 
moft predigioufly enrich’d with the booty. 





CHAP. VI. 


‘icjes maketh war upon the Madianites. The 
hiftory of Balaak and Balaam. Zimvi op- 
pofcs Mojes. Phinecs kills Zimvi and Cosby. 
COON after this, Mofes.remov’d his camp 

tua great plain ovcragainft Jericho, an o- 


pulent city, and famous for palm-trees and bal- 
fam. The Ifraelites were now fo fluth’d with 
victories that their minds were intent upon no- 
thing fo much as battles and war; and Mofes | 
thought it pity this martial humour fhould lic 
idle: fo that after he had offer’d up to God 
facrifices of thankfgiving, and feafted his ar- 
my, he fent away a detachment to lay wafte Mofes makes 
the country of the Madianites, and to deftroy war upon the 
their cities. ‘The ground of the war was this: Madianites 
Baraax, the king of the Moabites, and an Numb. xsi. 
antient ally of the Madianites, obferving the > * 
growing powcr of the Ifraclites, began to have 
fome apprehenfion for himfelf, and of his own 
fafery. He didnot know, it feems, that God 
had forbidden the’ Hebrews to attempt any o- 
ther conqueft than that of Chanaan,; fo that he 
was either not well inform’d, or not well ad- 
vis’d upon thismatter. As to the point of ma- 
king war upon a. people elevated, and puffed 
up with fuch a courte of fuccefles, it was a 
thing he durft not fo much as think of; but he 
was willing enough yet to put fomc ftop to 
their farther progrefs, and fo fent his ambafla- 
dors to the Madianites, to confult what might Balaak con- 
be done for the common fecurity ‘of them both. fillts the Ma. 
The Madianites fent away prefently Balaak’s ae pee 
ambafladors, and fome ‘men of honour with pimfelf a 
them, to one Balaam, who liv’d beyond the gainftthe He. 
Euphrates; a famous prophet in thofe parts, brews, ib. 
and their particular friend; defiring him only 
to come over to them, and curfe the Ifraclites. Balaak would 
After he had treated oe ace with nee eden 
reat generofity and refpect, he asked coun- ; 
fi of God whee return he fhould make them. ras 
Hisorder was, that he fhould not comply with Burt God for- 
them, and fo with that anfwer he went back, bids it, V.1 
telling them that it was not for want of good- 
will towards themthat he did not gratify their 
defires, but that God was againft it, to whofe 
oodnefs he ftood indebted for the reputation 
e had gottenof atrue prophet ; declaring far- 
ther to them, that the army which they would 
have him to curfe, was highly in God’s favour. 
And therefore it was his advice, that they 
fhould rather addrefs themfelves to the Ifrae- 
lites, and fecure a fair underftanding with 
thofe people upon what terms foever. With 
this refolution’he difcharg’d the ambafladors: 
but the Madianites, upon the violent importu- 
nity of Balaak (who was much unfatisfy’d with 
the anfwer) fent the fame meffengers a fecond 
time, upon the fame crrand; and Balaam to 
fhew a willingnefs to oblige them, went and 
confulted God a.fecond time upon the fame 
queftion. - “ Why then you may go along with Balaam in 
< the ambafladors,” (fays the oracle 5 and portun’d 4 
Balaam, not confidering’ with what air it was cote 
A er. 15. 
fpoken, went fimply along with them. As pajaam gots 
they were upon the way, an angel met them along with 
in a narrow place betwixt two walls, where the ambalt 
there was not room enough for two to pafs. ree a % 
Balaam was mounted upon an afs, which at ftops himins 
the fight of this vifion, ftopt, and upon his narrow pa 
ftriking, and prefling to make her go forward, fage, Ver. it 
fhe fqueez’d him up againft the wall; the angel ea 
keeping the way ftill, andthe prophet ftill cor~ sad the 
reéting his afs; but it pleafed God at length reprovestl 
to open the afs’s mouth, in a complaint of the propheh 
injuftice of her mafter, to beat her at that time *° ae 
for not going forward, when the angel of the 
Lord ftood there in the pafiage, to divert him’ 
from daing what he was aboutto do. The.afs 
urging alfo, that this was the firft time fhe had 
ever 





Chap. VI. 


ever ‘difobey’d him. Balaam was furpriz’d, 
and affrighted to hear the afs talk like a man; 


and the angel rebuked Balaam for what he } 


had done, telling him, “ That ‘ic was not the 
“* fault of the beaft, but the faule of the pro- 
«¢ phet, inprefuming to take a journey, con~ 
“ crary to the declared will of God.” ‘The 
prophet would have gone back, but God bad 
him go forward, upon condition, that he fhould 
fay nothing but what he himfelf put in his 
mouth. 
Upow the condition aforefaid, Balaam went 
to Balaak, and, after a very gracious recep- 
tion, defir’d the king he might be conducted to 
fome of the high mountains thereabouts, where 
he might take a view of the camp of the He- 
Balaak takes brews. So Balaak himfelf took Balaam along 
Balaam up t° with him, with his royal train, up to the top 
the fob. * of a mountain, a matter of fixty furlongs from 
There they the army: and when the prophet had made his 
may fecthe remarks, he direéted feven altars to be rais’d, 
armies, V.41- and feven bulls, and as matiy rams to be pre- 
ened pared for facrifices; which was done out of 
frerificespre- Hand, and the victims prefently offer’d up in 
par'a, Numb. order to the forming of a judgment upon the 
xxiii. 1,2. matter in queftion betwixt the twoarmies. So 
foon as he had well digefted his obfervations, 
he deliver’d the refult of his prefages with his 
Balaam looks face toward the army of the Ifraclites in thefe 


Balaam gocs 
to Balaak, 
“Num.xuii.5 9- 


toward the | words. 
Bones “ You are the happy people, fayshe, who 
Wer. 7--24- © by the blefling and bounty of God, fhall en- 


*¢ joy plenty of all good things in abundance} 
**"you fhall have providence for your guide, 
“ your protector, and fupport, and a reputa- 
tion beyond all other mortals, forthe inno- 
cence of your lives, the pony oe your man- 
ners, and your love an poe of virtuc 5 
.and the fame of your pofterity fhall yet ex- 
ceed that of your forctathers; for God will 
take you into his peculiar care and protec- 
tion, and make you, of al} nations under 
the fun, the moft bleffed. You fhall enter 
into poffeffion of the Land of promife, whi- 
ther God hath fent you, and ir fhall be. to. 
youand your pofterity forever. ‘Thewhole 
earth and fea fhall be full of your glory; 
and you fhall have fo numerous an iffe, that 
in all parts of the world, there fhall be 
found of your ftock and family. O thou 
wonderful and bleffed army ! to grow to fuch 
a vaft number out of the loins of one fingle 
man. The land of Chanaan muft at prefent 
content you, though a fpot of ground nor 
anfwerable either to your dignity or num- 
ber; bur know that the time is a_ coming, 
when you fhall haverhe whole world for your 
habitation. Your children fhall people the 
iflands as well as the continent, and be as the 
ftarsin the hcavensfor number. And yet in 
that infinite multitude, you fhail feel no 
want of any thing: But God fhall give yow 
plenty in peace; courage and victory in 
war, and the children of your cncmies thall 
be your fervants; wherefore may our ad- 
verfarics be yours too, for it fhall be ruin 
to them to rife againft you, and the wives 
and. children of your adverfaries thall have 
litcle reafon to thank their husbands, and 
their fathers, for any news they fthali bring 
them from fuch an encounter.” You are to 
blefs the providence of Ged, in fine, for 
all thefe gifts and graces ; that God, I fay, 
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“6 who alone can exalt or brin 


- g down, as the 


cafe requires it.” : 

Tuese were the words of God, not of Ba- 
-laam, for he was tranfported beyond himfelf, 
and ‘under the power of a fupernatural and 


-prophetical fpirit. Balaak all this while ex- 


-prefling his refentment, and upbraiding him, Balaak high- 


‘that “he had not kept covenants, “ Since, he ly offended at 
“ faid, he had invited him over with great Balaam,V.25. 
“© rewards to curfe the Hraelites, and yer 
when it came to the point, he had altoge- 
ther pronounced them blefied.” ‘To which 
Balaam made this reply: ; 
* Anp does king Balaak think, fays he, Balaam ex- 
that where prophets are upon the fubjeét of ane pimlele 
fatalities, and things to come, they are left Ver 26.” 
to their own liberty what to fay, and what 
not; and to make their own {peeches? We 
are only the paffive inftruments of the ora- 
cle; the words are put in our mouths, and 
we neither think, nor know what we fay. 
I remember very well, fays he, that I was 
invired hither with great carneftnefs, both 
by yourfelf, and by the Madianites, and 
that ie was at your requeft I came, and with 
a defire to do all that in me lay for your 
fervice. But what am I able to do againft 
the will and power of God? Nay, [had 
thoughts and withes of doing what I found 
afterwards I was not at liberty todo. When 
once a fuperior power takes poffeffion of us, 
“we are no longer under the government of 
ourfelyes. I had not the leaft thought of 
{peaking one good word of the Ifraclites 
army, or of the bleffings that God hath in 
ftore for them. But fince God hath decreed 
to make them great and happy, I have been 
forced to {pcuk as you have heard, inftead 
of what I had otherwife defign’d ta fay. 
But now to anfwer the very withes, both of 
yourfelf and the Madianites, with all pof- 
fible decency and refpect, let us ercét other Balaam pra- 
altars, and: provide new facrifices, and try pofes new 
yet once again, if God will give me leave @tars and fa- 
to curfe thefe people,” Balaak approv’d the (Cr 
motion, and the facrifices were renew’d 3 but God a f-cond 
God would not yet be prevail’d upon for leave time, Ver. 29. 
to cuife' the Ifraelites. Nay, on the contrary, 
he fell upon his face, and foretold the fate of The credit 
feveral great kings, and famous cities; fgme of Balaam's 
not as yet in being, others now extant, that Predictions 
in our memory have anfwer’d the preditions, 
in feveral a€tions both ac fea and land, from 
whence may be reafonably inferr’d, a probabi- 
livy alfo, that-che other parts of the prophc- 
cy are not idle. 

BaLaAax was fo provok’d at this difappoint- Numb. xxiv. 
ment of his hope and expeétation, that he dif- *°- 
mifs’d the prophet without cither honour or 
reward, and fo took his leave; but coming to 
Euphrates, he bethought himfelf, and fent to 
fpeak with Balaak, and the princes of the 
Madianites: yct once more; and that which he 
had to fay was to this purpofe:  - 

“ To the end, fays he, that king Balaak, 
‘¢ and you the princes of ‘Madian, may know 
“ the great defire I have to pleafe you, tho’ 
“Cin fome fort againft the will of. God, I 
‘© have bethought myfclf of an expedient chat pajaam offers 
“ may perhaps be for your fervice. Do not Balaak an 
flatter yourfelves, that the Hebrews are expedient in- 
ever to be dettroy’d by war, peftilence, fa- ear a 

mine, or any other of thofe common catual wv) 96. 

: “ calamities ; 
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calamities ; for they are fo fecure under 
God’s fpecial providence, that they are ne- 
ver to be totally extinguifhed by any of thofe 
depopulating judgments, Some temporary 
affiiétions they may fuffer, and inevitably 
they will; but in a little time they'll re- 
cover, and be the better for them. Now if 
the gaining of fome fmall ‘and fhort-liv’d 
advantage over them may give you any fa- 
tisfaction, hearken to my advice. Send in- 
to their camp a proceffion of the lovelieft 
virgins you can pick out; drefs them up 
with all the ornaments of art to alffiit 
nature; give them their leflons, how_to be- 
have themfelves upon all occafions of court 
fhip and amour. When the young men fhall 
“¢ make their addreffes to them on the fubject 
“¢ of love, let them receive them with a 
“¢ feeming kindnefs and air of refpeét ; but if 
they proceed to any wanton importunitics,’ 
let them threaten immediately and peremp- 
torily to be gone; and when the Hebrews 
fhall intreat them to ftay longer, let them 
not confent, but upon exprefs condition, 
that they will actually renounce the laws 
of their country, and the honour of that 
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gage themfelves to worfhip after the man- 
ner of the Madianites and Moabites.” ‘This, 
fays he, will provoke God, and draw a ven- 
geance upon their heads; and fo he departed. 
The Madia- THe Madianites fent their daughters with 
nites follow inftructions, according to Balaam’s advice, and 
eae the young men were prefently charm’d with 
Numb. xxv. their converfation and beauty, ftill preffing 
more and more upon them for further endear- 
ments and refpeét. | The girls gave thcm the 
hearing, and allow’d them the liberty of ca- 
reffing and embracing them after an amorous 
and endearing manner. ‘This had the effect 
they wifh’d for; fo when they found they had 
by their wiles and allurements ftrongly in- 
gaged their affections, the girls all on a fud~ 
den made a pretence as if they were that in- 
ftant to be gone; but upon affectionate fuppli-. 
cations, with fighs and tears, on the other 
hand, not to forijake them, and folemn oaths 
and vows over and above, of love and ho- 
nour, with life and fortune, all at their feet, 
they were prevail’d upon to ftay and treat a 
little longer. They found by this time that 
they had intirely got the afceridant over them, 
and therefore the anfwer they gave them wa3 
to this effceét: 
** Ir is not for want, faid they, cither of 
fortune, or of credit; the love of our pa- 
rents, or the kindnefs of our fricnds and 
relations, nor for the proftituting of our 
beauties (fuch as they are) that we are now 
come, moft illuftrious young men, into your 
quarters, but out of pure hofpitality and 
gocd-nature to you, as you are ftrangers, 
and may perhaps have need of us. For thefe 
reafons, and upon an opinion alfo that you 
‘are men of honour, we have made no feru- 
ple of treating you with. an innocent and a 
generous freedom. You fay you love us, 
and fhould be very unwilling to pare with 
us. If fo, we are not at all averfe to the 
gratifying of your defires; but you muft 
nirft fecure us of a conjugal faith ; (for no- 
thing elfe will do,) and that the love we 
have for your converfation, may be war- 
ranted by the reputation of becoming your 


They gain 
their point, 
idid, 
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wives; for we fhould be loath to be turn’d 
off for variety, and fent back again to our 
relations with {candal and reproach. You 
will not blame us, we hope, for being a 
little folicitous in fo tender a point.” ‘The 
young men ftuck at nothing that might advance 


the ends of their love, and fo the virgins went 


on, Since, faid they, we are thus far agreed, 
* it will become us to mind you of fome 
other confiderable differences that remain 
yet to be adjufted. “You have certain ways 
of: life and cuftom,” that are altogether pe- 
culiar to yourfelvcs, even as to particular 
meats and drinks. Now if we live toge- 
ther, you muft refolve to do as we do, and 
to worfhip as we worfhip; for by the reve= 
rence you pay to our Gods, we fhall be able 
to judge of the affection you have for us. 
No body will blame you for adoring the 
Gods of the country where you are, and the 
Gods in truth of almoft all other countries 
too; whereas yours is a fingular God, that 
is only to yourfelves.” ‘They left them in 
conclufion to this choice, either to live there, 
and conform to their country cuftoms, or to 
depart to fome other place, where they might 
do as they thought fit. : 
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‘Tue young men were fo blinded with paf- The Ifrae- 
fion, and abandon’d to their pleafures, that lites fall from 


whatever the women propounded, they fwal- 
low’d it, though to the renouncing of the re- 
ligion of their forefathers, and the laws of 
their country, without ever examining the con= 
ditions; fo that they join’d with them imme- 
diately in the opinion of a plurality of Gods, 
in the manner of their worfhip, the common 


‘ufe of all meats indifferently 3 and for the wo- 
u 


mens fakes, in fhort, they ftuck at nothing, 
though never fo unwarrantable. This infec- 
tion fpread itfelf infenfibly over the whole 
camp, and it was follow’d with a more dan- 
gerous fedition than the former; infomuch, 
that there was hardly any face left of the ore 
der, piety, and devotion of former times; 
for when the youth came once to have a han- 
kering after the novelty of ftrange cuftoms and 
manners, there was no ftopping of them in that 
carcer; but great and {maH, one with another, 
were all corrupted and confounded in this 
apoftafy. 

ZiMRI1, one of the princes of the tribe of 
Simeon, married Cosbi a Madianite, the daugh- 
ter of one Zur, a perfon“of eminent quality in 
that country. This fame Zimri, by the per- 
fuafion of his wife, and in contempt of the 
Mofaical rites and conftitutions, made open 
profeffion, both of a ftrange worfhip, and a 
ftrange marriage. While matters were in this 
diforder, Mofes, for fear of worfe confequences, 
called the people together, and there fell up- 
on_a difcourfe, how unworthy a thing it was, 
and how great a feandal to the memory of 
their anccftors, for them to value the gratify- 
ing of thcir lufts and appetites above the rce~ 
verence they ow’d to their God, and their 
religion; how much it behoved them to repeat 
in time, and to fhew themfelves brave men; 
not in the violation of Jaws, but in rhe matftc- 
ry of unruly affections. He minded them how 
incongruous a thing it was too, for men who 
had been virtuous and modcft in a defart, to 
|Icad fuch profligate lives in a good country, 
and {quander away that in luxury, which they 
aad honeftly gotten together in the time of 

their 
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their diftrefs. He did this to try, whether 
cither fhamc, reafon, or confcience would 
work upon them, but without pointing out 
any particular perfon all this while; for a per- 
fonal particular reproot, he thought, might 
have made them defperatc ; and it was his bu- 
finefs to reclaim, not to expofe them. This 
oblique difcourfe of Mofes gave Zimri an-oc- 
cafion to rife and fpeak. 
“© Moses, fays he, you are at liberty to 
ufe your own laws. ‘They have been a long 
time in cxercife, and that cuftom is all chat 
is to be faid for their ftrength, and ¢redit. 
If it had not been forthis, you would have 
found long finee to your coft that the He- 
brews are not to be impofed upon; and I 
myfelf am one of the number who will ne- 
ver truckle to your tyrannical oppreffion ; 
for what’s your bufinefs all this while, but 
under a bare pretext, and talk of laws and 
God, to bar us not only the exercife, but 
the very defire of liberty; to eftablifh your 
own greatnefs upon our mifery and ruin, de- 
priving us of that frecdom, which all peo- 
“ ple have a right to that are not under a 
mafter? What are we the better for co- 
“ ming out of Egypt, if it be only in ex- 
change for a more grievous bondage under 
* Mofes ? You are to make here what laws 
you pleafe, and we to abide the penalties of 
them, at your will and pleafure, when at 
* the fame time *tis only you yourfelf that de- 
“ ferve to be punifhed, for abrogating fuch 
cultoms and privileges as are authorized and 
** eftablifhed by the common confent of na- 
* tions, and fetting up your own will and 
“ fancy, againft general practice and reafon. 
What I have done, I take to be well done, 
and fhall make no difficulty to confefs and 
juftify ic. I have, as you fay, married a 
ftrange woman. I {peak this with the liber- 
“ ty of an honeft man, and I care not who 
knows it. I never meant to make a fecret 
“ of it, and you fhall never need to look fur- 
ther for an informer. I do acknowledge, 
that I have changed my way of worfhip too; 
and I reckon it very reafonable for a man 
to examine all things who would find out 
“ the truth, without being tied up, as if it 
were in a defpotick government, to the opi- 
nion and humour of one fingle perfon; be- 
fide that I fhall not thank any man that 
“ takes upon him to over-rule me in my own 
“© affairs.” Zimri was in this fpeech the mouth 
of the faction, and the people when it was 
over, ftood quietly waiting to fce what would 
be the iffue of fo audacious an affront ; for. 
they were much afraid that mifchief would be 
the confequence of it, cfpecially obferving that 
Motcs gave not one fyHable in return to fo in- 
folent 2 provocation; for one word, he 
thought, might beget another, till it came to 
blows, cf{pecially in a multitude difpofed al- 
ready to take fire. Upon this confideration, 
he immediately difcharged the ailembly ; but 
this outrage, in all likelihood, would not have 
ftopp’d there yet, if Zimri had not been foon 
after cut off, in fuch manner as will now ap- 
ear. 

Tuere was onc Phinces who refented this 
contumacy of Zimri to the higheft degree of 
indignation. He was one of the braveft youths 
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of his time, and as eminent for the honour of 

his extra¢tion, as he was for his perfonal vir- 

tue. Elecazar the high-prieft was his father, 

and Mofes his great uncle. This Phinces, was 

fo fenfible of the danger of letting fuch an in- 

dignity pafs unpunifhed, and of fuffering the 

laws to be trampled upon and defpifed, that 

che took up a refolution of a revenge upon the 

ringleader of this indignity; being very well 

aware, that in all fuch cafes, the greater the 

man is, the greater is the neccflity of inflict- 

ing punifhment upon him, leaft his example 

have a contagious influence upon others. Now 

as Phinces was a perfon both of body and 

mind, fit for the execution of fuch an exploit; 

fo without any more ado, he went directly to 

the tent of Zimri, and with his drawn fword 

killed him and Cosbij, both at a thruft. ‘This Phinées kills 
glorious aétion created fach ag emulation 2? ane 2 
among thofe of his cotemporaries, who had ne, Ver. 8. 
but any fpark of honour in them, that they 

fell immediately upon the remainder of the 

tattion; and they who efcaped the fword, died 

by the Judgment of a peftilence that followed The whole 
foon after, which took away not only thofe peer ae 
that had been aétors in the fedition, but thofe eyed be- 
of their kindred alfo, who by their intereft or fword andthe 
authority might have interpofed'to prevent it. plague. 
This plague {wept away to the number of 

fourteen thoufand fouls *. ' 

Moses was fo irritated by thefe practices Mofés fends 
of the Madianites, that he fent out an army oe 
againft them utterly to extirpate the mation. Sodianires 
But we fhall give an account hereafter of that Numb. xxxi, 
branch of the ftory, and in the mean time take 
up again where we left off. It would be bur 
juft and reafonable, in this place, to extol the 
candor, and clear the generofity of Mofes up- 
on the matter. As to this’ Balaam who was 
invited by the Madianites to curfe the He- 
brews, though he could not prevail for leave 
from God to do it, yet he gave the enemy 
fuch counfel, as the Hebrews were almoft 
ruined. by it, in the mifleading and corrupt- 
ing of them in their religion. Of this Ba- 
laam, Mofes, I fay, makes honourable mention The candor 
in his writings, inferting his prophecies and and fincerity 
predictions. If Mofes had not been very fin- of Motes. 
ecre, he might have afiumed the credit of 
them to himfelf, and not one witnefs upon the oe 
face of the earth to difprove him; but he chofe 
rather to do right to his memory. People 
may think of this as they pleafe. But to pur- 
fue my relation 








CHAP. VII 


Lhe Hebrews obtain a notable vidory over the 
Madianites. 


OSES, as I Was faying, fent twelve 

thoufand men againit the Madianites; 
athoufand out of every tribe, and Phinces to 
command them; by whofe means the laws 
were vindicated 3 and Zimri ‘the violator of 
them, juftly punithed. 

Ueon intelligence given to the Madianites 
that the enemy was already upon the borders, 
and drawing toward them, they got their 
troops together; fortified feveral pafies as far 





* The Scripture, Numb. xxv. 9. fays, twenty four thoufand. 
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as their time would give them leave, and {0] queft; bur upon condition that they fhould Motes grang 


put chemfelves in pofture to ftand a battle. The 


Mofesvouts Afadianices were utterly difcomfited upon the 


ihe Madia- — firtk encounter, and the number of the flain 
nea des was Incredible. Their very kings themfelvcs 
army,and id not cfcape the flaughtcr, who were five, 
curs off five viz. Ochus, Sures, Robeas, Ures, and Recem. * 
kings. ‘The capital city of Arabia derived its name 


(which it #till retains) from the lait of thefe 
kings, who was the founder of it. They call 
ic Rekem, and the Grecians, Petra. Upon 
this rout, the Hebrews laid wafte the country, 
putting all co the fword, both men and women, 
faveonly fuch as had not known man, accord~ 
ing to Mofes his order to Phinees, who 
brought back the army fafe and unhurt, with 
a memorable booty, as fifty two thoufand and 
fixty feven oxen; fixty thoufand affes ; houf- 
hold plate and veilels of gold and filver, to an 
immenfe valuc; for the pomp and magniticence 
they lived in was beyond imagination. ‘They 
brought away alfo a matter of thirty two thou- 
land virgins. 

Mosrs made a diftribution of the booty; 
one iiitiech part to Elecazar, and the priefts; 
ancther fiftieth to the Levites; and the reft to 
the people, which gave them the means of en- 
jeying the fruits of their rcils and hazards, in 
peace and plenty. Mofces was now well ftrick- 
ca in years, and having received a command 
from God to leave Jofhua his fucceflor, he con- 
Ritured, and declared him fo, in the feveral 
dur.ctions of a prophet, a Icader, and a gover- 
nor, being trained up by himfelf toa perfect 
underitanding of the laws beth of God and 
mon. 

‘Tue two tribes of Gad and Reubel, and the 
onc half of that of Manafies, joined about this 
time in a petition to Mofes for a grant of the 
© Amoritescountry; aplace larcly conquered, and 

an cxeellenc ground jor paiture, and therefore 
ii, the more commodious for them who had fuch 
vait pofle{fionsin herds and other cattle. Mofes 
took this requctt of theirs only for a pretext to 
-aveid fighting, and charged them downright 
with tergiverfation, floth, and cowardice. 
“¢ ‘You have a mind, fays he, to live in cafe 
* and luxury, and by appropriating to your- 
“ telves the advantages cf a common war, to 
* azanden the rett of your companions. They 
“have a great deal of werk yet upon their 
is, In carrving on their conquefts be- 
yer jordan, and making their way (by 
the ovcrthrow and extirpation of their enc- 
fics) into the land which God hath pro- 
miiid thigm.” Mofes difcovering himfelf to 
be much unfatisficd, the petitioners excufed 
nhciniclves, thar it was neither fear, nor lazi- 
xfs thet movd them to do what they did, 
-utonty the detire of fome convenient place 
focure what they hed got, that they might 
the more at Iii crty to attend the war; fer- 
gjorth, that if Mofes would be pleafed to 

1 chem towns of fafety for their wives, 
children, and thcir gocds, they were 
ready to march. wherever they fhould be com- 
fended, and venture their lives in the com- 
mon cautc. Miofes wes fo well fatisHed with 
what they faid, that he call’d for Eleazar the 
ct, Joihua, and the reft of the magif- 
ad in their prefenee gave them the 
tes, according to their re- 
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join with their countrymen in a league offenfive 
and defenfive, againft the common enemy; 
and never lay down arms till the war thould 
be intirely finith’d. Upon thefe terms they 
obtain’d what they defir’d, and were put in 
poffeffion of firong cities, where their wives, 
children, baggage, and fortunes might be in 
fatety. 

Tere were ten cities built in that conn- 
try by Mofes, part of the forty eight hercto- onto 
fore mentioned. He made three of them fanc- Nerasi oe! 
tuarics, or places of refuge for thofe who fled Three cities 
thither, in the cafe of killing a man by chancc- of refuge, 
medley, and without malice prepenfe. The Numb. xxny, 
rcfugec was to continue in banifhment during 
the lfc of the high-prictt, under whofe jurit- 
diétion the homicide happened, and upon his 
deccafe he was permitted to return, ‘During 
this banifhmenc it was lawful for any of the 
kindred of the man that was flain, to kill the 
homicide, if he found him without the walls 
of the city of refuge; but ic was not permit- 
ted to any other. ‘Uhe names of theic citics 
of refuge were Bofor, on the borders of Ara- 
bia; Ariman, in the country of Galadenc, 
and Gaulademan in the land of Batanea. 
Mofes provided alfo, that upon the taking of 
'Chanaan there fhould be three places of re- 
fuge ereétcd there alfo among-the citics of 
the Levites, with the fame privileges as the 
former. 

Axour this time there died an eminent per- 
fon of the tribe of Manaffes, called Solo- 
phades, Icaving no male children, but only 
daughters, Some of the chicf men of the 
tribe confulted Mofes, whether or no thefe 
daughters were to inherit. ‘The rcfolution was 
given, that they were to inherit, if they mar- Pete 
ricd into the tribe, but not if they married ee ther 
out of it; upon which occafion he pafs’d an marry ae 
ordinance, .“¢ Phat every tribe fhould kecp its their own 
“ own inheritance, without alicnating or tribe, . 
|" transferring it.” 
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CHAP. VIZ, 
The life and laws of Mofes. 


'T was now forty years within thirty days, 

fince the Hebrews came out of Egypt, , 
when Mofes call’d the people together at a Mofes calls 
place known at prefent by the name of Abi- the people 
la, by the fide of the river Jordan, near a [poNaN 
field of palm-trecs; and when the multitude ..y3.” 
were met, he deliver’d himfelf in a fpeech to 
them to this eficét: 
“ Since it is the will of God now in the Mofess dy 
hundred and twenticth year of a wafted ing fpecch, 
troublefome lite, to take me out of this oe ee 
world, (the courfe of nature alfo requiring“ 
it,) and fo to order, that I can be no 
longer ufeful to you, cither with my arms, 
or counicls, in your further progrefs be- 
yond Jordan, toward the land of Chanaan; 
it will ke yet a great comfort to me at my 
laft hour, to leave my valiant fellow-fol- 
“ diers, labourers, and fuflerers, in fo hope- 
“¢ ful a profpect of all the good their own + 
“* hearts can wifh. I mutt not be wanting to 
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“my duty however, (even in this critical 
© extremity,) of confulting your happincefs, 
* and fo far as in me lics, of promoting it al- 
* fo, by telling you what that happinefs is, 
“ and directing you to the means of attaining 
“ic; and in fo doing I fhall encitle myteif 
** ro an everlafting citeem in your memory. 
** T make no doubt but I fhall find credit with 
“© you, and I may take upon me to fuy, that I 
** deferve it too, if it were but for the indc- 
“© farigable conftancy of my endcavours to ad- 
** vance your wellarc, wherein I never difap- 
* pointed or deccived you : belide, that the 
“ words of a dying man are facred and fin- 

cere. 

**-As to the tubject of human felicity, you 
‘ may allure yourfclves, that no man can be 
“ happy, but in the favour of God, and that 
“it belongs to him alone to confer bleffings 
upon the righteous, and to take them away 
“from the wicked. Do but behave your- 
** telyes anfwerably to what God requircs at 
“* your hands, or according to the precepts 
“© ancl inftruétions which you have recciv’d 
** trom me by his commiffion, and you fhall 
** be celebrated for your virtue, and envicd 
** for your profperity ; and not only fo neither, 
“ buat the bleflings that you arc pofiefs’d of 
* fhall be continued to ‘you, and thofe you 
** want fhall be fuperadded. Only refign your- 
* felves to God’s will, and obcy his com- 
“ mandments, and all this fhall be made good 
* to you. But have a care how you give a} 
**. prclerence to any other laws, comparatively } 
“* with thofe which God fent you by mc; or} 
** how you allow yourfelves in any innova~ [ 
* tions in matters of worthip and religion. } 
“ Follow my advice, and you fhall be viéto- 
“* yious and invincible ; for when you have}; “ 
*« God on your fide, what matters It who is | ce 
* againit you? The rewards of virtue are ; + 
* glorious and certain, over and above thet | sc 
* virtuc itfelf is the greateft, and that all} «¢ 
“ other advantages are catt. in by way of ac-{ “ 
“ ceffion. Praétife it onc with another, and j “ 
*© you thall be both happy yourfelves, and like-; « 
“ wife make others fo, ro the comfort of your f “ 
“ prefent ftate, and'to your immortal honour i £¢ 
“in times to come. All this you may pro-; “ 

mife yourfclves, if you neither violate, nor | “ 
“ fuffer to be violated, the written laws I7¢* 
** brought you by God’s f{pecial direction « | © 
“ and if you make the wifdom and the righ-| “ 
*© teoufnels of thofc laws your daily medita- 
* tion and ttudy. This will fecure your efta- 
“ blifiment; and if I may but fee you now 
“in a dtate of fertlement before I leave the 
** world, I fhall depart in peace. AII1 I can 
** do towards it will be to recommend you to 
** the obfervance of thofe precepts of picty 
and prudence which are given you for your 
inftruction and practice, and to an obedient 
compliance with the orders of your fupe- 
iors, that fhall be appointed and provided 
* tor your well-being and fafery. That God, 
* under whofe government you have aéted 
hitherto, and to whofe goodnefs you ftand 
* indebted for all the bencfits you have re- 
ceivd from me. That God, } fay, will 
never forfake you, but watch over you and 
© protect you fo long as you worthip him as 
** yououghe todo. You thall nor want cx- 
cellent monitors neither, as Eleazar the 
* high-pricit, Jothua che fenate, and the prin- 
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cipals of the tribes; treat them with all re- 
verence, and without any thing of ftubborn- 
nefs and refractorinefs, as ever you hope to 
be happy; for he who cannot obey well, can 
never govern well, when it comes to his 
turn. Have a care how you take mutiny 
for liberty, as you have done formerly, and 
how you fet up for a privilege of thwarting 
the commands of your governors, under that 
notion. You have becn too much addiéted to 
thisfault in times paft; pray correét itfor the 
future, and your aflairs will thrive the bet- 
ter for it. God forbid you fhall ever be fo 
impetuous and intemperate toward any of 
my fucceffors, as you have, but too otten, 
been to me; infomuch, that (as you know 
very well) my life hath been more in danger 
from youfomctimes, than from the enemy. 
I do not fpceak this to reproach you; for I 
was not tranfported with paflion, you faw, 
at the doing of the thing, neither would I 
afflict you with the memory of an ill ching 
done, at a time when I am upon the very 
point of taking my eternal leave of you ; on= 
ly be wifcr for the future, and be not puff’d. 
up with the wealth and plenty of the land 
of Chanaan, when you fhall come to take 
pofleffion of it; but know it to be your in- 
tereft, as well as your duty, not to be- 
have yourfelves contumclioufly to thofe that 
are fet over you: forif ever wealth and lux- 
ury fhall make you infolent, to the con- 
tempt of religion, authority and virtuc, God, 
of a protector, will become your cncmy. 
You fhall lofe that land again with infamy, 
which you got with honour and courage; 
and ‘be featter’d all over the face of the 
earth, as the moft dcfpicable of mankind. 
When it comcs to that once, it will be 
too late to with things undone again, and 
that you had contain’d yourfelves within the 
bounds of your laws and duty. Now to 
prevent the danger of this fatal apoltafy for 
the time to come, give no quarter where 
ever you gaina victory, for in fo doing you 
cut off all danger of being feduced into ido- 
latry, by mixing withthe inhabicants of the 
land, and thereby corrupting and departing 
from the laws and religion of your anccftors. 
As for their temples, groves, and altars, let 
every one of them-be deftroy’d with fire 
and {word wherever you come, even to the 
extinction, if it were poffible, of the very 
memory of them. ‘Tohis, in fine, is the on- 
ly way to fecure yourfelves to all purpofes ; 
but yet for fear of the worft, and to aflitt 
the ignorant toward the underitanding of 
their duties, I have written a body ot laws 
by the command of God himfelf; and fuch 
a form of adminiftration, publick and pri- 
vate, that you shall be certainly the hap- 
pieft people under the fun, if you conform 
yourielvcs to thofe rules and meafures.”’ 

Wuen Mofes had made an end of {peak- 


ing, he deliver’d them a book of laws and 
precepts in writing, with refpeét to govern- 
ment and good manners. 
the prologue to a final feparation, and brought 
feveral things to their mind, that made the 
whole multitude burft out intro an exceflive 
weeping. 
fhould become of them when Mofes was gonc, 
being in defpair of ever getting fuch another 
commander, fo highly in the intereft and-fa- 
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Wuoever fhall blafpheme the holy name of Bisiphemy 
God, let him be ftoned to death ; his body ex= ™4¢ death, 
pofed upon a gibbet for one day, and atter- 
wards throwninto the ground with infamy and 
contempt. 

Ler the whole nation of the Hebrews come The whole 
up from all quarters-to this holy city and tem- ae 
ple, to worfhip thrice.a year, and offering up thrice’ eae 
thank{fgivings for benefits recciy’d, to implore ar Jerutalem, 
future bleffings; and fo by the freedom of a Déur. xvi.ig 
chearful tendernefs of converfation, to create 

they were all tranfported into fuch violent la- | friendly difpofitions, and promote mutual love, 
mentations, that what with fhame and guilt, | one toward another. It is a matter of common 
it carried them out of all government of them- | convenience for people of thefame ftock, inter- 
felves, till Mofes at laft, by his perfuafion and | cft, and profeffion, to be thoroughly acquaint- 
authority, prevail’d with them to moderate}cd; forthere isa wonderful force many times 
their forrow, by firft committing, and then | in the impreffionof a word, a look, or an ac- 
recommending to them the ftudy and ufe of tion; as on.the contrary, without thefe mect- 
his book of laws, and when he had donc}ings and interviews, all the comforts and ad- 
this, he difmifs’d the affembly. vantages of communicationare loft to us. 
An abftrac Ia will be worth my while now, before 1} Lev there be alfo referved to the valuc of an-'Tenths, . 
orthe laws pafs over to other matters, to infert the laws | other tenth of the fraits of the carth (over and Deur. xviii 
themielves.  themfclycs, that the reader may fee how an-]| above the dues to the pricfts and Levites) out * 
iwerable they are to the majefty of the com-} of the fale of them in the market, to be laid 
piler of them, and the original of our ufages | out in facrifices and entertainments, which fhall 
and cuftoms. Every thing that he wrote is} be celebrated in this city ; as it is bur reafona- 
yet extant, and we muft take it as he left it,| ble to dedicate the fruits of the land to him, 
Without any room for ornament or variation.| who of his own free! bounty, gives us the pro- 
We have only taken the liberty of altcring| priety and poffeffion of it. : ‘ 7 
the method, and of reducing thofe feveral| Tuiou fhalt not offer in facrifice the hire of aes offer 
Jaws which Mofes delivered one after another,| a proftitute, for God is not pleafed with any },'¢)" "thn 
as God was confulted about them, into their | thing that is wicked or impure; and there is ssi ig. 
proper and natural place and order. I have | no fouler impurity than this mixture of bodies. 
premonifhed the reader of this, to prevent the | And foin like manner for the hire of a bitch to 
ealumny which fome of our people might other- | keep up the breed of a hound, or a fheep-dog, 
wife have raifed upon it, as if Mofes had not been | as itis for the hire of a trumpet. Let no man 
fairly dealt withal in this part of the relation. | {peak ill of the Gods of other nations, nor ri- 
svow I fhalf only take notice in this place of 


fle their temples, nor take away any thing out 
the publick laws and conftitutions which have | of them that is dedicated to divine ufe or wor= 
regard to the policy of their government; but 


thip. 
for mattcrs of private dealing and contraét,; Ler no Ifraclite wear a mixt garment of Only the 
whether among ourfelves, or with ftrangers, 


wool and linnen, unlefs he be a * prieft ; to pricit ro wear 
I fhall treat of them in a commentary which 


whom alone it belongs. ee 
I propofe, God willing, to make publick, ; 
concerning the cuftoms and reafons of thofe 


















































. vour of God Almighty. Orhers were upon 
the fubjeét of his bravery and conduét, what 
pains he had taken, and what dangers he had 
run, and how generoufly and chcarfully he 
did every thing for their good. Some again 
were at a lofs for a mediator, who fhould con- 
fault God for them when they wanted advo- 
cates, or intercede for them when he was an- 
gry. But nothing more fenfibly afflicted them 
than the memory of their outrages againft 
Mofes in the defart; upon which reflection 


In. every feventh year when the feaft of ta= yxij ry, 
bernacles hall be celebrated in the holy city, The prieftto 


laws. let the pricft, from.a high pulpit, where he read the law 
How the If Wuew you fhall have made yourfelves ab-|may be heard bythe whole congregation, read ene ea 


the book of the law, and all forts of people nactes, 
without exception, women, children, yea and 
flaves themfelves too, be admitted to the hear- 
ing of it: for when the law is once thorough- 
ly imprinted in people’s minds, it will never out 
of their memories: befide that it takes away 
the common plea of pretended ignorance. 
Laws have more force alfo upon the confcien- 
cies of offenders, when they tell them before 
hand what they are to truft to in cafe of difo- 
bedience, and mingle terror with authority. 
What men receive by the ear finks into their 
minds, and thcy find themfelves fo far convin- 
ced of the intent and. reafon of laws, that 
they continually carry along with them their 
own accufcrs upon the tranfgreffion of them. 

Axsove ail things Ict children be early in- Children to 
ftructed in thefe laws, as the moft neceflary and be eatly it 

: Wyse: a : 5 flructed in 

i profitable difcipline they can be ‘trained UP the law. 
a gradual rifing of the ground for the decncy |to. Wherefore let them twice a day, morning 
of the approach. But there muft be no more | and evening, be conftantly put in mind of che 
temples or altars in any other city; for the | goodnefs of God that brought them out of the 
Hebrews are but one nation, and worfhip but | land of Egypt ; and fo of his other mercies 5 
ene Gad. for it is equally reafonable to give God thanks 


a 


“Frar this is falf, Bechart thews in his Hicrozoic. lib, ii. c. 45. p. 491. Ed. Lond. 
for 


raclites are to folute matters of the land of Chanaan, fettled 
Etec in the, YOUr Plantations, and built your cities, you 
lander Cha. Will have nothing more to do toward the 
naan, Deut. maintaining of yourfelves in the full, fafe, and 
It tyes ealy enjoyment of your acquifitions, than to 
Jove God, and keep thefe his following com- 
mandments, which will cftablith your felicity 

upon 2 foundation never to te fhaken. 
One holy Ler there be one holy city in the land of 
city. Chanaan, to be creéted in fome certain place 
for the fruitfulnefs and beauty of the fituation, 
which God by his nrophct fhall make choice 
cf, and appoint. Let there be one temple in 
x. it, and one altar, and that altar to be made of 
unhewn ftoncs cut of the quarry, gather’d up 
here and there, and fo put together and var- 
nitl’d, for the better grace of the work, and 
to make it the more agreeable to the eye: the 
aicent not to be made by fairs or fteps, but by 


One tens, 
acd one 
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for former bleffings, as to pray for new ones. prictts, Levites, and elders wafhing their hands 

morials of Lct them have memorials of God’s power and | with water over the head of the heifer, and 
Purging themfelves by an open proteftation 

that they know nothing, either direétly or in- 
directly, of the homicide; concluding the cc- 
remony- with prayers to Almighty God to pre- 
ferve that place and people from the guilt of, 
blood for the time to come. y 

As tothe matter of government, Ariftocracy Ariftocracy 
is the. beft form; wherefore let the Hebrews the beft form 
ftick to.it, and maintain, ic; for whenever they ep Soren 
caft ic off, it will be to their lofs; for they : 
have nothing above them but the laws, and 
thofe laws are a ftanding rule what they are 
to do; and therefore I think it may {fuffice 
them that they have. God for their -king, and 
their fupreme governor. 

.Now after all this, if you fhould come to Advice in the 
fall in love with monarchical government, be ee = 
fure-you chufe your king out of your own ,)i8)) oo 
ftock and lincage; a perfon eminent for juf- ~~” 
tice, and all_other virtues; one who fhall de- 
pend. upon the direétion ‘of God and the laws, 
more. than upon his own wifdom; one who 
fhall take the advice of the high-prieft and 
elders along with him in all he docs, without 
fetting his mind upon a multitude of wives, 
or the pomp of treafure and horfes, for fear 
the ambitious affectation of this power and 
magnificence fhould tranfport him into en. 
croachments upon your laws and Hiberties, 
and make him greater, in fine, than would 
comport with your intereft and convenience. 

‘Remove no boundaries, or land-marks, No land- 
whether your own or your neighbour’s; for marks to be 
they are the beft fecurity we have for a com- {{mO"ed> 
.mon peace. Letthem be kept as firm as the ae 
‘foundation of the earth, and as if providence 
itfelf had fixed them there. The breaking 
in upon thefe bounds opens a certain way to 
wars and tumults; and what avarice does in 
one cafe, ambition does in the other. The 
firft. fruits of trees which bear before the-fourth Of the firft 
year from their planting, are not cither to be fe ae 
offered.to God, or to be eaten by man; for ieee growth 
coming before their time, they are rather ab- ° 
ortions than a natural production. But in the 
fourth year, when the fruic comes to- maturi- 
ty, let all be gathered, and convey’d into the 
holy city, to be there fpent by the owner, 
together with the tenths of other fruits,) in 
treating his friends and acquaintance, widows 
and orphans. But in the fifth year, the pro- 


fe : . oe : = 
God's mercy, bounty, by infcriptions upon their doors, their 


Deut.vi- 8, 9» heads, about their arms, 8c: fo that which 
‘way foever they turn themfelves,remembrancers 
of God’s providence may ftill prefent them- 
felves before thcir eyes. : 

‘ Acouncilof Ler every city have a council of feven ma- 
| feven ineve- giftrates; men of exemplary virtue, and lo- 
Aya: vers of righteoufncfs*, and to each of thefe 
rulers lec there be two Levites. Let the dig- 
nity of the feat of judgment be kept facred, 
and no man prefume to utter an irreverent or 
intemperate word in the face of the court; 
for the praéticc of this veneration toward po- 
litical governors will, ‘by degrees, introduce 
an habitual love and awe of -piety, as well as 
of common juftice, and an affectionate fenfe of 
our duty to God himfelf,- in the deference we 
pay to his minifters. There muft be no appeal 
from the fentence of the judge, unlefs in cafe 
of manifeft error and corruption. . Juftice is 
the main end of judgment, and it is to be ad- 
minifter’d without any regard either to power, 
intereft, or affeétion. It is a reproach to the 
divine power and goodnefs, to be more afraid 
of a great man than of God himfelf, as if the 
latter were the weaker of the two; and_this 
is in truth the cafe of fuch partialities. If it 
fhall fo fall out that the judges are either not 
informed at all, or mifinformed, and: confe- 
quently ftrangers to the queftion, and ‘fo in- 
competent, (which many times happens;) let 
the caufe be carried up entire to the holy city, 
for the high-prieft, the prophet, and the fe- 
nate to decide the controverfy. 

No mencon- Ler no accufation be admitted, but from 

demned un- the mouth of two, three, or more witneffes; 

der two or and let them be men of probity too, and an 

nelles, and unfpotted reputation. . 

menof pro- "Tue teftimony of a woman fhall not be re- 

Bes ee puted a warrantable evidence, becaufe of the 

cre: natural levity of the-fex, and that they talk 

&woman’s too much at random. — ne, 

tetimony not No flave fhall be allowed of as a:compe- 

e fe admit- tene witnefs, -becaufe of the fervile and merce- 

No Slave to Bary condition of his mind and quality; and 

bea witnef&, becaufe he may probably be wrought upon, 
either by fear, or by profit, to give a talfe 
teftimony. 

The punifh- = Wuoerver fhall be convict of a falfe oath, 

rea fhall be liable to the fame punifhment that the 

Deut, xix’ 1s, 2ccufed Should have fuffered, ifthe charge had 
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Magiftracy to 
' be honoured. 


Deut. xix. 14 J ; 
&e. * been proved upon him. prietor may take the whole product to his 
Punifhment In the gafe of homicide, when a man fhall | own ufe. 


Ler no ground be fowed which is planted Planting of 
with vines; for it is fufficient for the earth vines. 
to afford nourifhment: for the fupporc of that 
plant, without the fuperfluous vexations of the 
plow over and above. : 

Ler. the earth be plowed with oxen alone ; ‘To plow 
for beafts of feveral kinds are not to draw in with oxen 
the fame yoke. arOne: 

Ler the feeds to be fown- be fimple and The feed to 
unmix’d, not two or three forts together; for be fimple. 
the confufion of fuch diverfities is unnatural. 

Ler there be no adulterate mixtures be- No adulte- 
twixt the female of one kind, and the male of tate mix- 

é ’ another, left men fhould be tempted alfo by ™** 
is neither fit for planting nor fowing, and | the corruption of this unnatural example into 
there let the finews of the neck be cut, the the liberty of inordinate lufts; as the fouleft 


RN 
* — Selden de Synedr. Hebr. lib. ii. ¢.6. p.165, 166, 167. Ed. Amftel, . 
aN”: 


i io cafe of be found dead in a field, and he who kill’d 
ae Deut. him doth not appear, nor any: perfonal jealoufy 
3 of a malice prepenfe againft him, let there be 
a ftrict enquiry upon the life of the man, and 

publick rewards offered by proclamation for 

the difcovery. If after all this fearch and di- 

ligence, it thal] not yet be made out how he 

came by his death, let the magiitracy, and 

the neighbouring townfhips meet together, and 

take an exact meafure which of them was 

neareft to the place where the dead body was 

found; and Ict the inhabitants of the place 

who fhall be found neareft, provide a heifer, 

and bring it into a rough fpot of ground that 


al 
tne 


extra- 
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.. Besitpe the two yearly tenths already ap-~ A third to 
pointed to be paid, the one to the. Levites, the poor. 
the other to the holy feafts, there remains yet 

a third to. be every third -year divided among 
the poor widows‘and orphans. 

+Ler every man. carry his firft, fruits to the The firt 
temple, and after thankfgivings to God for jae to the 
the carth that brought them forth, and facri- SmP!,Dew. 
fices celebrated in due form of law, lcc him ~ 
give them to the pricfts; and this being done, 

and the tenth with the firit fruits for the-Le- 

vites and the feftivals, prefented according to 

cuftom, let him when he is ready to go home 

again, give God thanks before the door of the 

temple for delivering the Hebrews from their 
grievous flavery, and putting them in poffeffion 

of fo fair.and plentiful a country; publickly 
declaring, that he has paid his tenths accord- 

ing to the law and appointment of Mofes. 
‘Let him then pray to God, both for himfelf 
and for the publick, to grant them not only 


No muzzling is not to be muzzled when he treads. out -the | 2: continuance of his graces and mercies to- 
of the ox corn; for it would be unreafonable to deny | ward them, but by his infinite power and 
when he any creatuse a part in the fruit of its own la goodnefs, to vouchfafe them an augmentation 
treads out the Bours. : ‘ of thofe bleffings. : 


corn, Deut. zs oe : 
, Ler no paflenger upon a journcy be re-| » Wuen men ane of years to marry, let them The choice 


XXV. eis A a ‘s tye 
Deny no paf- fufed to tafte of ripe fruit if he defires it, make. their choice out of virgins that are well of 4 wite. 
born, and well educated, and the children of 


fenger fruit whether of the country, or a ftranger;” bur let | br > : 
virtuous ‘parents ;: but let nor him that will 


fees him take and cat and welcome, as if it were nts ; 
ajourney. his own, provided he carry none away with | not marry a virgin, prefume to feduce the wife 

i of another man, to the difquict and affliction 
of her husband. 


him. 
Give grapes Ler no man in bearing grapes to the prefs, 

Ler not a freeman-marry:a bond woman, Love is no 
and then plead love in his defence; for a plea for a 


toa pailenger refufe a bunch of them to a traveller that 
freeman who 


oye mects him upon the way; for it would be ve- plead love 
the oe ry hard to deny any man fo {mall a propor-| man forfeits his digniry when he can no longer (orne  F 
command his paflions. bond-woma. 


tion of the good things which God had_ be- : 

ftowed upon mankind gratis, and in fuchabun-| - Ler no man prefume to contract marriage Let no man § 

dance, efpecially confidering that is the moft} witha harlot; for God will not receive a nup- oe har- 

fruitful feafon of the year, and which, accord-| tial facrifice from an unclean body; befides, °° : 

ing to the courfe-of providence, will be foon | libidinous marriages generally produce a libi- 

over. Nay, if men fhould be fo fcrupulous | dinous and vicious offspring, and fuch as are 
intirely void of fobriety and honour. 


upon a point of modefty, as to forbear touch- 0 t er 

ing or defiring any thing, let them be invited Ir any man thinks he-has married a virgin, The cafe of § 
and entreated to take and pleafe themfelves. If| and finds afterwards that he was miftaken, Ice 4 woman tht § 
him put the caufe upon a trial, and bring his Maris Bit & 
proofs, while on the other fide the father, ean Deut. 
the brother, and the next a-kin may appear xxiv. 

on the behalf of the woman; if fhe be ac- 

quitted, her accufer thall be bound to live in 
wedlock with her, and that marriage never 

after to be diffolv’d, unlefs upon pofitive evi- 

dence beyond contradiétion; but whoever fhall 

be found in fuch a cafe as this, rafhly and fcan- 

daloufly to calumniate an innocent perfon, let 

him have the corporal punifhment of nine and 

thirty ftripes, and ftand condemn’d in a mulét 

of fifty fickles, to the father of the woman. 

But if it fhall be made out that fhe was cor- 

rupted before her marriage, the fhall be ftoned. 











extravaganccs have taken their rife many times 
from. trivial beginnings, wherefore let nothing 
be permitted in human converfation, that by 
a perverfe hint of applying it, may tend to 
the depravation of good manners; fo that it 
.is not for laws to pafs over in neglect, even 
the {malleft things in appearance, when fo 
great mattcrs depend upon them.. aS 
Gleanings of | Ler not the harveft-reapers fweep away 
corn an the whole crop, but leave a large allowance 
Gets of gleanings for the neceflities of the poor; 
poor, Deut, @nd fo'for clufters of grapes upon the vintage, 
xxiv. and wind-falls upon the gathering of olives, 
let there be a compaffionate remainder left for 
thofe who have nothing to cat of their own. 
The reward of the charity will infinitely more 
than countervail the charge of the ‘bounty ; 
for God-will blefs the land with fertility, and 
the owner of it with plenty, when a man 
has a regard. to the wants of the neceffitous, 
as well as to his own convenience. ‘The ox 



































they be Ifraclites, they are to be look’d upon 
as partners and fellow-fharers in what you 
have, being all of the fame blood and bro- 
therhood : If ftrangers, let them be defired 
to accept of fuch a refpeét as a prefent of hof- 
pitality ouc of God’s bounty. We are not to 
account any thing loft thar is thus beftowed; 
for when it pleafes God to fhower down his 
bleffings upon the fons of men, it is not for 
this or that man’s fake, or ufe alone, bur a 
depofitum with them as truftees for the com- 
mon fervice of thofe that want. Neither can 
men do a greater right to God’s magnificence 
towards themfelves, than by communicating 
part of the bleffings to others. Whoever thall 
prefume to act contrary to what is here pre-}to death for her incontinence, if a perfon of 
fcrib’d, fhall receive forty lafhes fave one from} a mean quality; or if otherwife, as of the 
the hand of the common-executioner; a fer-| family of a prieft, let her be burnt alive. 
vile punifhment, but good cnough for a merce-} Ir a man have two wives, and a much great- No transfer- 
: nary freeman, who facrifices his dignity to|er value for the one than for the other, (whe- ring chores 
his avarice. It is but juft and reafonable, fays| ther upon the account of beauty, inclination, ee 
Mofes, that thofe people who fuffer’d fo ma-|or what other motive foever,) in cafe the huf- younger 
nv hardfhips themfelves in Egypt and the wil-| band fhall be prevail’d upon by the favourite child, Dest 
dernefs, fhould from the experience of their| wife to demand a right of primogeniture for xxi. 15-1 
own mifcry contract fomewhat of tendernefs| her younger fon, to the prejudice of an elder 
and compaflion for their neighbours; fo far at| {fon by another wife, (for by my laws, fays 
leaft, as being in plenty themfelves, to affitt | Mofes, the feniority entitles him to a double 
the needy in fome degree out of their abun- | portion) let it not be allow’d of; for it is un- 
dance, juft that the elder fon fhould be robb’d of me 
birth- 





Chap. VIII. 


birthright for the partiality of the father to | 
one witc more than the other. - 
OF debaueh- Tr any man fhall debauch a virgin cofitracted 
inga woman to another man, they are both’guilty, and 
contracted to {hall both fuffer-dedth; the man for corrupt- 
another M49, ing. the woman, and the woman for‘¢onfenting ; 





























Deut. x" the one for feducing the woman into the pre- 
aca: f a {candalous tincléannefs ‘to ari ho- 
36, 27 erence of a {candalous unclcannéfs ‘to ari ho 
nourable marriage; the other for yielding her- 
felf a profticute, either for luft or ptofit. But: 
if -a man fhall be found to have ‘forced a wo- 
man alone, ‘and no-body within diffance of 
coming to hér relief; the man only fhall die. 
The penalty He who thall cofrupt a virgin that'is under |, 


of corrupting no obligation to any other man, lét him marry |: 
or if her father will not-agrde‘to it, let 


avirgin eae her ; 
ae Ver-2% tim give him fifty thekels for a‘cotnpofition. 
The cafeofa ' Ir-a man has a mind to part-from°his wife 


man’s parting pon what caufe-foever, ‘as there’ are ‘pretences |. 


with his wife- i) abundance, let him give it andet His -hand 
that’ he will never have any thing mote: to do 
with her; hereby fhe ‘may be empower’d to 


marry another man, ‘but without’ fuch a dif- |: 


charge fhe cannot, “néither will the divorce 
ftand good; but in cafe fhe marry a‘fecond 
husband, and he chance to die, and ‘the woman 
have a mhind to-go-back:to her firft again, it’is. 
not to be permitted. ° © Re ty epee hee oe 
Theeafe ofa TF a husband dics’an 
husband that ont iffue, lec the brother of the deceafed- marry 
He the widow, and in cafe of a fon by the fecond 
wif withour husband, let him bear the name of the family, 
iffue. and inherit the eftate;: for it concerns the‘pub- 
ferv’d, their pofleffions kept entire, and it is'a 
relief to the woman to'live with fo: hear‘a ‘re- 
lation to her.firft husband. But if thé Brorher 
refufé ta marry her, let her complain to ‘the 
fenate, that whereas fle offér’d Herfelf to ftay 
in the family, atid to*bring childrén to it, ‘her 
husband’s brother Had given her ‘the repulfe, 
and put a difhonour-upon the thdtioty'of her: 
dead husband. ‘The eldets that! ther thirerro- 
gate the brother upon the reafon'of his refu- 
fal, and whether his reafons be ftrong or weak, 
the iffue will be this in the conclufion:- the 
widow {hall loofen the lappet of the brother’s 
thoe, and fpit in his face, telling him that he 
defery’d all this, for cafting’ a'difhonour upon 
the memory of thé deceafed. After this he 
departs the ‘court, ftigmatiz’d with infamy as 
long as he lives; and fo. the: widow is left ac 
liberty to marry again where fhe pleafes. 

Ir any man takes a maid, widow, or wife, 
prifoncr, and hath 2 mind to marry her, they 
are not to have converfation together as man 
and wife, till the prifoner fhall have fhaved 
‘her head, and run through the whole courfe 
of her mourning for the iriends and relations 
fhe loft in the battle 5 and this ceremony being 
over, the is at liberty to enjoy the comforts of 
mirth and marriage. It is nothing but juft 
and reafonable that he who takes a woman to 
have children by her, fhould indulge the will 
and affections of his wife, and not fo abfo- 
lutely purfue his own farisfactions, as to ne- 
gle& her’s..- Bur after thirty days mourning, 
which is enough for any perfon of difcretion, 
it may be feaionable to marry. If the man 
fhould prove fickle, and grow weary of her, 
he mutt not think to make her:a flave again, 
for fhe hath purchafed her freedom to ge whi- 
ther the pleafes. 


Amaid, wi- 
dow, or wife 
that is taken 
pritoner, avid 
then marries, 
Deut. xxi. 


the. Antiquiti 


d leaves his wife with- |. 


lick that names and families fhould be’ ‘pre- | 
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Ir children fhall behave -themfélves undu- OF undutiful 

tifully and ’contemptuoufly toward their pa- children. 

rents; ‘without any regard to filial ‘revérerice, 

piety, oF good manners; let rhe farher'and' tio- 

ther in the firft place (whom natuiré-has made. 

their judges) inftruét and tutor thernby fome 


es _of the J E Ws. 


difcourfe to this or the’ like: purpofe. 
“€ You fHould confider, childreii, 
‘cotifcientious end'of'marriage is’ ‘not “cither 
‘wealth or pleafure; but firft to-have children. 
as 2 bleffine which ‘we are to acknowledge 
“with joy and’ thafkfalnefs, and then to 
‘train up thofe-children to the knowledge. 
and exercife-of- vittue and fubmiffion, that’ 
they may fo live, as to be: a“cémfort and- 
fupport, to their aged parents.’ You cannot 
fay that we hhave'{par’d-for any'thingin'the 


) ‘that’ the’ Good advice 
: ‘to children, 


cc: 


“€ caré of your inftituridn, that, might honeftly' | 


cc 
ce 
ce 


qualify you for all'the agreeable’ advantages 
of 4 happy life: “And what return at lait 
‘for all this tendérnefs? But ‘youth is-rafhi 
_and frail, and the, crrors of it are-not un= 
‘pardonable. Comie, children, you have been. 
' to blame; .be fo no more, but -reperit ahd © 
_amend, before it be too late. You are not 
‘aware, perhaps, how’ God ‘hiinfelf is wound~ 
“ed in Your unnatirdal perverfenefs’to ‘thofe, 
from-whom, reXt'under him, ‘-you- received 
your being ;- and that your heavenly’ father 
tmputes all the ‘faults committed. againit 
_your.earthly father,‘ as done to! himfelf, un~ 
der- the analogy of that conimon-appella- 
tion, -being the father of all ‘lef living ; 
‘to fay nothing of’ the inevitable feyerity of .” 
“ the law in that point,’ which 'T ‘had ‘rather 
“¢-you fhould underitand by diftourfe'than ex~ 
“6. Detienee.? a Gay re 
-'Tf this way o 


iS ¥ f reafghing ‘take CAPS, it wth 
bebut a piece of charitable juftice-to forgive 
it asa miere'flip of ignorance; -befide that it 
Would ‘be ‘for’ the'honour of governors, ahd _.- 
the* comfort’ of * pafénts, that their children’ 
néver fall uhde¥: the Iath of the law; ‘but if 
neither authority; nor-advice can prévail, and 
that rebellious children will ftill perfif— in an- 
incorrigible ‘contumacy, there is no way left Incorrigible 
then, but to tur'the laws loofe ‘upon thein, obftinacy in 
which-will have them carricd out of the city, oe 
and there ftoned 't6 death; the bodies to be sib death 
expofed for a publick fpeétacle fcr one day, and Deut. xxi.” 
at- night to be taken down and buried. r8--21, * 

Tue fame thing is to be done in all other 
cafes of capital punifhment ; publick enemies Publick ene- 
are not to be denied burial; the dead muft be jen 
allowed earth to cover them; the law pre- °°” ae 
{cribes the punifhment, and‘it would be injuf- 
tice to go beyond the fentence. : 

Ir is not lawful for one Hebrew to lend No lending 
unto another who is poor, either meat or drink: betwixt Fe- 
upon ufury; for it is not fair to make advan- ae Deut 
tage of the neceffities of a brother. i " ° 


Let it xxiii, 
fuffice, that the confeience of ‘a good office 
does more than countervail the profit of it; 
fo that the very charity is clear gain, if men © 
would but truft God Almighty for their re- 
ward, which never fails, fooner or later, to 
‘follow good works. As for thofe who borrow 
either money or fruits, wet or dry, let them 
‘be fure'to make a chearful repayment of it fo 
foon as ever God. fhall put them in a condition 
fo to do; whichisino more than depofing fo 
much.in another hand for your own ufe, to be 


in readinefs upon the like occafion. 
In 


126 FLAVIUS JOSEPHUS of _ Boox IV: 


Ir any man fhall kick a woman with child, Of beating , 
fo that fhe mifcarries, the judges fhall con- ee 
dema him in.a fum of money for the lofs of a mifcarry, a 
{fubjeét, befide another fum by. the way.of a Ver. 22. 
fine to her husband; but: if fhe dies of the: 
ftroke, the man muft die too, for life mutt 
anfwer for life.’ : : 

Tr there thal] be found in the poffeffion of an Finding « 
Ifraclite, ‘the preparation of any mortal or mortal poifo, 
dangerous poifon, he fhall fuffer death for it, Pepe 
to anfwer for the lives of thofe againft whom ffactire. 
it fhall appear to have.been defign’d. 

He who ftrikes out another man’s cye, fhall An eye for an 
forfeit his own, and make fatisfaétion in kind, tyes Ver. 24, 
an cye for an eye, unlefs he fhall otherwife 
think fit to compound for it with money; for 
the law will fo tar allow a man to be a judge 
in his own cafe,.where he fhall think fit to 
moderate the rigour of a. penalty for an injury 
done to himfelf, . 

Ir an ox be mifchievous, and given to go- The cafe of 
ring, let. his mafter kill him. If an ox Kij} 27 ox pe : 
any body, let him be immediately fton’d to Pe 
death, and no -man prefume to eat of his fieth ; es 
but if it fhall appear that the mafter had been 
forewarn’d of the fiercenefs of this beaft, and 
gave no heed to it, he himfelf fhall fuffer” 
death for not preventing the death of another 
man. . If an ox fhall kill a man or a maid- 
fervant, the ox fhall be fton’d, and the owner 
of the ox fhall ftand condemned in thirty fhe 
kels to the mafter of the flave that was flain. 

If one ox fhall kill another, let the living 


and the dead be both fold, and the money di- 





Debtor and In cafe of a debtor, who hath ncither the 
creditor, . fhame; nor the confcience to reitore what he 
Deut. xxiv. borrow’d, the creditor fhall not enter into his 
a houfe to take a pledge, but demand it at the 
door, where the debtor himfelf is to deliver 
it, bat upon the order of the judge in favour 
of the creditor, there muft be no oppofing of 
it. If he who has given the pawn can con- 
veniently {pare it, let the creditor keep it till 
he receives fatisfaction; but if he be very.in- 
digent, and wants it, let it be return’d before 
Ver. 12,13. fun-fet, efpecially if it be a garment, left he 
fhould want it to kecp him. warm in the night. 
Such is the tenderncfs of Almighty God. in. 
favour of the poor, : 
Amillnotto  ‘T'axe not a mill in pawn, or any thing that 
betakenin is cffentially neceflary to the working of it, 
pawn, Ver. 6 for fear ic fhould deprive fome poor people of 
the means of a livclihood:: . 
Death to fpi- Ler it be death to fpirit away, or to fteal 
bade ony a man; and he who fteals gold or filver, let 
bode Ver 7: him reftore double. 
Lawful ro ‘He who thall kill a thief in the aé&t of fteal- 
kill a thiefin ing, or of breaking into a houfe, thall be ac- 
the act of — Guitted. 
eit 2, . He who fhall fteal a labouring beaft fhall 
The penalty be condemn’d in four times the-value of it,. 
of ftcaling a unlefs it be an ox, and then the penalty fhall 
Inbouring be fivefold in value 3 but if the party be not 
BesaVc# able to pay the fine, let him be turn’d over 
for a flave to the perfon he has wrong’d. 
The cafe of _ Ir one Hebrew be fold to another, he fhall 
felling one ferve fix years, and be made free the feventh;. 
Hebrew to bur if it fhould fo fall out, that-he hath chil- 
ae dren in his mafter’s houfe by any of his fe- | vided. betwixt their two mafters. ; 

% 39°43" ale fellow-fervants, and fhall think fit, out|’ Ir any man digs a pit or a well, lect him Let no pitor 
of fome particular inclination to continue in| cover it with boards, and caft up a mound vol lie open, 
fervitude beyond his time, he fhall, in the | about ic when he goes from it, not to engrofs *° 3313+ 
year of Jubilee, whichis every fiftieth year, | the watcr, but to give notice of the danger, 
be fet free with his wife and children, |. . and to keep man and beaft froin falling into it; 

Finding gola . [¥ any man fhall find gold and filver upon | or in cafe any beaft fhall drop in at unawares, 
oD : 2 . . 
and filver up- the way, let him feck and enquire, by the | and be loft for want of fuch a fence, or cover, 
on the way, common crier, who it was that loft it, in or-|the owner of the ground thall make fatisfaction 
Deut. xxii 1, der to the reftoring of it; for it would be in-|to the value of the beaft. . 
au human to make profit of another man’s mif-| Ir any man fhall receive a depofitum, that A depofirum 
fortune ; and fo for cattle which fhould be |is to fay, fomewhat in truft for the ufe of an-~ isa trutt that 


{een aftray, and wandering in a defart, either | other, Ict him preferve it as a thing facred, aed Sas: 
let the matter be found out to whom they be- 


and not to be touch’d by man, woman, OF §, 9, 
long, or let the finder keep them to himfelf, | child, though immenfe riches were to be got 
till the right owner may be heard of, calling | ten by it, to the prejudice of the creditors ; 
God to witnefs that he does not covet the 


and witnefs or no witnefs, either to the truft, 
goods of any other men. 
Ver. 4. “A MAN may not pafs by, and fec his neigh- 


or to the fraud, does not alter the cafe one 
jot. The confcience is the only judge and 
bour’s beaft that has the misfortune to be laid 
fait in the mud, without helping it up, as much 


evidence of what we ought to do, and of what 
as if it was his own. 


we do, and whether we do well or Wl; and 
according to that inward tcftimony we ftand 

Scr atravel- Tr any man fees a traveller at a lofs for want 

ler into his of knowing his way, ler him give him his beft 


or fall to a God that is not to be impos’d up- 

: on. But now fuppofing the depofirum to be 
right way. direetion and advice, to fer him forward on 
his journey. It is barbarous, cither to make 


loftin reality, and he who had ir in charge 
fpore with him, or to hinder his bufinefs. 


not to blame neither: where it fo falls out, 
let the truftee apply himfelf to the feven 
Speak no ill Speax no ill either of the deaf, or of the 
of tne deat abfent. 


judges, and there make oath in the prefence of 

: God, that he never employ’d any part of it to 
or abfent, . 2 * 7 es dar 
Exod.xix.is, TF one man ftrikes another upon a fudden | his own ufe, and that neither direétly nor indi- 
Striking ap- Quarrel, and not with a fword, let Juftice be | reétly he had any hand or privity in the lofing 
one fidcen ummediately done upon the agercfior, by the 


3 > of it; and this fhall be fufficient to acquit 
ee yg, fame number of blows that he gave the other; | him of having perform’d his truft. But yet if 
1g. ~~ Dak if he who was ftruck be carried home, 


1 ut if he it fhall afterward be made appear, that he ever 
lic fick for feveral days, and then dic, there | converted any particle of this depofitum to his 
fall lic no aétion of murder in the cafe; but | own proper ufe, he fhall be obliged to make 

if he recovers, the other fhall bear the whole 


ove good the whole. 
charge of his cure, doétors, apothecaries, fur- | ~ Gop will have the fame ftriGtnefs of juttice 
gcons, attendance, and the like. to be alfo obferved in the punctualicy of pay- 


ing 





















































Chap. VIII. 





an end of his work, lec him receive his wages. 


ro toler for 






-lying under the lot of having fuch fathers: be- 
fide the equity of refpecting them‘for their own 
virtucs rather than making them odious for the 
failing of others. 
children in all cafes to be imputed to their 
parents ; for there are fome naturcs fo harfh, 
and intraétuble, that all the gentlencfs of good 


upon them, ; 
Tuere are an abominable fort of people, 
who out of fome unnatural affeétation, make 
thenfclves Eunuchs ; and in fo doing, deftroy 
as much as in them lics, the very intent of na~- 
ture and providence, in maleand female; cut- 
ting off the means of encreafing, and confe- 
quently of pofterity, both at once, tothe dif- 
appointment of the main end of their creation. 
‘Their minds were firft corrupted, before they 
came to make this experiment upon their bo- 
dics. -Thcefe mcn are to be avoided, and de- 
tceftéd as the worft of monfters, wherefore let 
- Aileaftrae nothing be caftrated, neither man nor any o- 
tions forbid. ther living creature, for it is a departure from 
the very inftitution of nature. 
Tuese are the laws you are to obferve in 
times of peace, and I hope by the bleffing 
of God, they will be continu’d unchange- 
ably facred, and inviolable, to yourfelvcs, 
and your children after you forever. But yct, 
in regard of the uncertainty of human affairs; 
and that npon fome ground or other, whether 
of malice, or mifadventure, difficulties and 
troubles will inevitably arifc, I fhall endeavour 
in a few words, the beft I can, to prepare you 
forthe obviating of thofe contingencies, fo-far 
at leaftasa reafonable, and apolitical forcfighr 
of things. may enable mc, that you’ may not 
be taken unprovided how to acquit yourfelves 
upon occafion. 
Iwrsu with all my heart you may continue 
in a quiet pofleffion of the land which God 
hath allotted you ; and that you may come to 
reap the fruit of your induftry and patience, 
in peacc, and plenty,, without the hazard, ci- 
ther of open cnemics {rom abroad, or of worfe 
Ancshorta- In’ your own bowels; for inteftinc difcord 
tion to unity, would endanger the overturning of the laws, 
ee cuftoms, diiciplinc, and religion of your forc- 
the law. fathers; which are no other than the ordinan- 
ces of God himfelf, being warranted by the 
itamp and authority of his divine approbation. 
. From thefe conftitutions you are never to de- 
parc. ‘ 
Bur if ic fhall be your fortune, either now 
or hereafter, to fall under the neceffity of a 
war, God grant it may be a forcign one, and 
for the decency of the proceeding, let it be ad- 





‘ 


' 
Not to go 
to war wirh- 
our firt tend- 
ing embaffa- 
407s, 


heralds or cmbafladors be fent in-the ‘firft 
place with memorials, and declarations upon 
the matter In queftion; for according to the 
courte of reafon and nature, words fhould go 
before blows. You' may give them to under- 


ftand that your. bufinefs is not to enrich your-. 


the Antiquities. of the JEWs.: 


ing the labourer his hirc, which confiits part- 
jy in not défrauding him of any portion of his 
due, and partly in not delaying the payment 
of it; but upon the fame day, when he makes 






caiven nor 0 CHILDREN arc not to be punifh’d for the ini- 
Children OO' quity of their fathers, but where they arc 
her’s good, they. deferve rather to be pity’d, for 


Neither is the lewdnefs of 


example, care, and difciplinc, can never work 


fome forty years before : of which in another 


‘tract. 


vanced in form. You ihall do well to let your. 








‘felves with prifoners, or booty: how unwil- 
ling you are to put things to extremities, and 
how. defirous of peace, upon any tériis 5; not~ 
withftanding all- the advantages -of numbers, 
horfe, arms, military provilions, and miore 
than all the reft, of an Almighty and a gra- 
cigus -God to fight ‘your battles.» But if your 
competitor fhall yet chink fit to put the caufe 
uponatrial of war,- draw out your men ag‘dinft 
him, committing the government ofthe whole : 
to God.. and next: under him to the braveft Advice in the 

: 2 : - i choice of a 
man of arms, ‘policy, and courage, that you pencil 
can pitch upon, ashis deputy. Have a care of 
many heads; for-theydo,commonly more hurt 
than good: not only for want of agrecment, 
but in the matter of execution. and. difpatch. 
Lodk to the choice of your levies-;- for ‘the 
minds of men muft be confider’d as well as 
their bodies. Let them be daring as well as 
robuft, for the leaft mixture of cowardice may 
be enough to difcourage and difpirit a whole 
army.. 

You fhall except cut of the militia, the ma- 
fters of ncw-built houfes which they have not 
yet liv’d a year in: the planters of ‘vineyards 
who have not as yet ‘tafted the fruit’ of their 
own Viries ; and new-marry’d men that have 
not taken their wives home with them yet, 
who, when they fhould be venturing their lives 
for their country, will be indulging’ them for 
their pleafure. eee 

Keep good order in your camp,-and allow Obferve 
no liberties that are harfh and cruel. .When good orderin 
you want wood at any time upon_a fiege, as POGMP. 
for an engine, or fome military ufe, fpare all guir-trecs for 
fruit-trees, upon this confideration, that they common ufe, 
were both created and planted for other ufes, Deut. xx. 19, 
If they had tongues they would expoftulatc 
the matter with you, why thofe that were no 
caufe of the war thould be deftroy’d forthe fer- 
vice of it; and for their parts, if they were 
at liberty to tranfplant themfelves they could 
be as'well elfewhere. 

Wuen you have the fortune to overcome in No quarter 


No cowards 
to bechofen 
for foldiers. 


Perfons ex- 
cepted out of 
the militia, 
Deut. xxiv. 


‘battle, give noquartér tothofeof your enemies to the obiti- 


1 ‘ nate. 
that were obitinate and ftood it out, but pre+ Tee Chanaa- 


ferve the reft, and make them your tributaries, pites to be 
faving only the Chanaanites; and thofe you rooted out, 
are tocxtirpate, even the whole nation of them, Ver. 16. 17. 
root and branch. ; 

* Let no man appear in a woman’s drefs or No man to 
habit, nor any woman ina man’s; but efpeci- Pa 

’ oy : n’s ha 

ally in a military action. ee ek 

‘Turs was the form and polity of the He- 3 man’s, 
brew commonwealth as Mofes left it, and he, Deut. xxii. 5. 


delivered other laws alfo that he had written The form of 
: the Hebrew 


common- 
wealth, 

He held affemblies feveral days after this, Deut. xxx. 
fucceffively ; beftowing his benedictions- upon *=%i. xxsiii. 
thofe who liv’d in obedience to his holy law's, "yop. 
and purfuing the malicious tranfgreflors of Eartha 
them with bitter malediétions. He then reci~ benediétion, 
ted a kind of a prophetical canticle in Hexa= xsxiii. xxaty. 
meter verfe, containing a difcourfe of things 


to come, and in the very order as they fell 
-out after, without any variation either in the 


matter itfelf, orin the feries of the ftory. This 
he left in writing tobe kept in the oratory. He 
delivered his books to the priefts, and alfo the 
ark, wherein were: the ten commandments, 
written in two tables, leaving it in charge.to 


TL 


* Sec Cumaus de Rep. Hebr. L.ii. c, 22. 


Kk the 


FLAVIUS JOSEPHUS of Book IV. 


in afhes, and themfelves fold for flaves to a 
people who would treat them without mercy 
or compaffion, till they came at laft to a late 
and unprofitable repentance; not but that 
God would be pleafed in time to come to re- 
ftore them to their cities and their temple. 
But yet that after fuch a reftoration, they were 
ftill in the future, to be loft over and over 
again. . 
Mosss being now ready to difcharge himfelf Joftiua or. 
of his commitfion, order’a Jofhua to march der to 
with his army againft the Chanaanites, in a full the che 
affurance that God would profper him in his naanites, 
undertaking, and not without prefages likewife Deut. xxxi:y, 
of all forts of bleffings to the people, of whom * 

he took his laft leave in the following words: 

_ “ Since it is the will of the Almighty to Mofes's lat 
** call me to my fathers, and fo to order it, {peech and 
. that this very day is to be the laft of my *1vic¢ to the 


‘ I : 7 eople, Deut. 
life, ic will become me, while I am yet Pasi mie 





128, 


the people; that fo foon as ever they fhould 
come to be mafters of the promis’d land, and 
fettle their plantations, they fhould take their 
revenge of the Amalekites, for the indignities 
they had. formerly put upon them in the defart. 
He commanded alfo that upon the taking of 
Chanaan, and putting the whole multitude: to 
the fword, they fhould raife an altar to the 
eaftward, not far from Sichem, betwixt two 
twixt mount Mountains, Garizim on the right hand, and 
Garizim and Gebal 6n the left, and fo dividing their army 
Coe Deut. into twice fix tribes, they were to, difpofe of 
mune" thofe two divifions upon thefe two mountains, 
together with the priefts and Levites. ‘They 

were to pray in their turns, and Garizim to 

lead the office, imploring all forts of bleflings 

from Almighty God upon thofe that kept ‘his 

holy commandments and walked in the ways 

of his fervant Mofes: the tribes upon Gebal, 

by way of refponfe, at the clofe, returning 
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The Chanaa-. 
nites to be 
deftroy’d, 
and an altar 
erected be-~ 
















Bleffings and their acclamations, in token ofapproving what | ‘¢ living, and in your prefence, to give God 
alanine ne the other had done. And then after the fame | “ thanks for all his cares and providences ex- 
; manner they follow’d with their malediétions, | “ tended to you, and your affairs ; not only 
which were pronounced and ratify’d with the] “ in your deliverances from all manner of ca~ 

fame folemnity as before. Thefebleflings and] lamities, but in the bounty of innumerable 
imprecations .were at that time committed to | “ bleffings and benefits; and I mutt jlikewife 

writing, for a perpetual memory of the thing. |“ acknowledge his infinite goodnefs to myfelf, 

He caufed them alfo,when he was dying, to be |“ in profpering and affifting all my reafonable 

engraven on cach fide of the altar, the people | “ endeavours for your comfort and advantage; 

aflifting and offering up facrifices and burnt-of- |‘ wherein my part hath been only fubfervient 

ferings: a thing after that time not warrantable in | ‘“S and minifterial toward your well-being, 

itfelf, and therefore notto be brought into pre-| ‘* while God himfelf was the firft mover and 

cedent. You have here the ordinances and | “‘perfeéter of it; for all which providences, 
conftitutions of Mofes, which the Hebrews |“ his holy name be praifed; and to his gra- 

: obferve moft religioufly to this day. “ cious proteétion, now as a dying man, I 

The people Upon the day following, the whole multi- |“ reckon it a duty to recommend you. It is 
bale cath tude being gather’d together, men, women, |‘ my duty likewife to mind you of the ho- 
Goris ‘and children, the meancit of flaves themfeves|“‘ nour and yencratioa you owe to that Al- 
Deut.xxix. mot excepted, Mofes bound them with an oath | “‘ mighty power, which alone, and no other, 
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to the obfervance of thefe laws according to 
the willof God, and that neither favour, ter- 
ror, .nor any other pretence, fhould ever make 
them depart from their obedience to thofé pre- 
cepts; but that if any fingle perfon, though 
never fo near or dear to them, or any body of 
men, fhould ever attempt an innovation, they 
would join as one man againft him and them, 
to perfecute the people, eraze their cities, and 
notleave them fo much asone {tone upon an- 
other, if they had power to compafs it. But 
otherwife, in cafe of infuperable difficulties, 
they would at leaft make a publick protefta- 
tion againft the wickednefs, and utterly deny 
their affent to it. ‘This was the fum and fub- 


you are to worfhip and adore; and pray ye 
have acare to put a true value alfo upon 
the laws he hath given you, as the moft fa- 
cred and ineftimable of all -his bounties. 
Suppofe it the cafe bur of a common law- 
giver, to have his ordinances trampled up- 
on, and his authority defpifed, how unpar- 
donable an affront would this be, even from 
one man to another? But' who fhall be 
able to ftand againft the indignation of an 
incenfed God then, who is your divine law- 
giver, when he thall be provoked to call 
you to an account for the contempt of his 
commandments?” | 

Trese laft words of his were accompanied 


ftance of the oath the multitude took upon 
this occafion. 


in their facrifices, and what meafures they 
were to take in all great enterprizes; to know 
whether they had God’s approbation or not, 
by obferving the ftoncs upon Aaron’s breaft- 
plate, as is already fer forth. 

White Mofes was yct alive, Jofhua fore- 
told, by the fpirit of prophecy, what he him- 
felf was to do for the welfare of the people, 
either in war abroad, or in a legal adminiftra- 

‘tion at home, preparing the multitude by his 
difcourfes, for the entertainment of their new 
way of difciplinc. He told them alfo, that 
what he faid was by a divine impulfe, and that 
if’ ever they fhould depart from the religion 
of their country, they would fall into great 
calamities; their land fhould be over-run with 
forcigners, their cities fack’d, their temple laid 


Jofhua’s pre- 
clictions, 
Deut. xxxiv. 
}. 


Mofes inftruéted them fur- 
ther alfo, how they fhould govern themfelves 


with a choufand benediétions to the tribes, and 
not without feveral prophetical prefages of 
things afterward to befal them, and which ac- 
cordingly came to pafs. ‘The multitude fell 
all into a violent fir of weeping at this dif- 
courfe of Mofes; the women beating their 
breafts, and their very children under a mife- 
rable impatience of lamentation. Such was 
the tendernefs, that even thefe poor innocents 
had for the dignicy and virtue of fo great a 
man, upon the apprehenfion of his approaching 
end. There was, in fine, a fort of conteft 
betwixt the young and‘old, who fhould ex- 
ceed each other in grief. ‘The young were 
afflicted to think what would become of them 
for the time to come; the old to confider how 
ill they had treated him in time paft, and that 
they never underftood the value of the blef- 
fing they enjoy’d, till they were now to be for 
ever deprived of it. But the force of this im- 

: preffion 


Mofes uni- 


verfally Ix BF 
mented, ib? § 
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preffion did not appear in any thing fo much,/ The holy fcripture fays he died, left people 
as in the effect ic had upon the conitancy and} fhould imagine him, becaufe of the excellency 
magnanimity, even of the comforter himfelf;| of his perfon, to be yet alive, and with God. 
for after all his philofophizing upon the con-| He.lived a hundred and:twenty years; and The age and 
tempt of death, and his confolatory counfels| within one month of a third part of that time death of Mo-~ 
of refignation and fubmiffion to the will of] bore command over the Hebrews. He de- fes, Ver. 7. 
God, and to the law of nature, he yielded| parted this life in the laft month of the year, 
himfelf up at laft to the weaknefs he condemn’d,| and the firft day of the month, which the 
and wept for company. While he was now] Macedonians call Dyftrus, and we Adar. 
moving toward his laft retreat, and the multi-} He was a man of admirable wifdom; and Mofes’s cha- 
tude all in tears attending him, he gave a fign| one who made the beft ufe of what he under~ ‘aéter, Ver. 
‘with his hand to thofe at a diftance to ftop| ftood; an excellent orator, and no man better * &* 
where they were, and defired thofe nearer} skill’d in moving the affeétions of the people 
hand not to trouble the peace of his laft hour| than himfelf; fo great a mafter of his paflions, 
with thofe friitlefs and unfeafonable importu-| that he liv’d as if he had none, and as if he 
nities. So they kept back to gratify his inti-| had known them only by their names ; or elfe 
mation, ‘but ftill looking after him with weep-| as he obferv’d- them in other men; never a- 
ing eyes and fad hearts, as far as they could| greater captain, nor a prophet equal to him s 
fee him. He took along with him only the| for all his words were oracles. |. The people’ 
elders, Eleazar the high-prieft, and Jofhua} mourned for him thirty days, and the death 
his fucceflor. When he came to Abarim, a} of this holy man was the moft fenfible morti- 
very high mountain_over-againft Jericho, he} fication they ever felt; and this was not only 
Mofes within took a view of the fair and fruitful country of| his charaéter among thofe that knew him in 
fight of the Chanaan, difcharged the fenators, and after a| his life and death, ‘but he has made himfelf 
eng ee final leave taken of Eleazar and Jofhua, with] as famous to pofterity in his writings, as he 
gives mutual embraces, Mofes was taken away from| was to the age he liv’d in, for his actions. 
IMofes taken them in a cloud, while they were yct dif~| This is all we have to fay concerning the end 


ave in @  courfing, and tranflated into a certain valley.! of Mofes, 
cloud. . 
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Be. Be 


FJofeua. fuccecds Mofes in his command over the Febrews, | fights and fubdues the Chanaanites, and 
. divides their lands by lot among the tribes. 


Jef. i. 7} OS ES being now tranflated, as 
Sit aforcfaid, the laft dutics paid 
to his memory, and the mourn- 
ing ceremony over, Jofhua or- 
der’d the people to be in rea- 
dinefs to march, and fent away 
Jofhua fends his fpics to Jericho, to learn how the people 
ipies to Jeri- ftood aficéted, and to view the ftrength and 
cho, Jofh.ii, Condition of the town. Aiter this he de- 
= camp’d, with a defign to pafs the river Jordan 
by the firft opportunity. Upon this occafion 
he conven’d the princes of the tribes of Reu- 
Hee bel, Gad, and Manafles ; (for one half of Ma- 
ther, Ver. 19 nafies was allow’d to plant and fettle in the 
country cf the Amorites, which was a feventh 

part of the land of Chanaan,) minding them 

chem of their promifes to Mofes, and defiring them, 
“their pra- both for his‘fake, and their own, that they 
mifes,YeB.12, would now be as good as their words, in af- 
5 fitting their brethren; and do it chearfully too, 
as a juitice to the memory of their glorious 

patron, who had always exprefs’d fach a par- 

ticular care for them, even to his lait breath. 





Calls the 


trikes roge- 


ava > 





They exhibited their afliftance very willingly ; 
infomuch, that Jofhua march’d from Abila with and marches 
fifty thoufand men, a matter of fixty furlongs, from Ahils 
toward the banks of the river Jordan. Im- with fifty 
: . : +, thoufand 
mediately upon their encamping, the {pies ven, to the 
brought Jofhua an account of the ftate of Je- banks of Jor- 
richo, and what the Chanaanites were a~doing. dan, Joh. ii. 
They came thither as ftrangers, they faid, and hha toed 
. © Ipies 
fo went whither they would, and faw what- pine intel 
ever they had a mind to, without any ftop or gence of the 
queftion. They tock a view of the walls, the ttare of Jerr 
dthe ramparts; all the weakncfles cho Jom" 
gatcs, an mparts; a 5 
and dtrengths of the town, paffing the whole ies 
day for men of curiofiry only, and not in the 
leaft fufpeéted of any delign. They took up 
toward evening, in an ini: near the wall, where 
they refrefhed themfelves; and after eating, 
news was brought them, as they were dii- 
courfing how to get back again, that infor- 
mation had been given to the king as he was 
at fupper, of fome certain fpics who were 
come out of the Hebrew camp, and lay hid 
in the houfe of # Rachab; and that order was 


a I 


* Scrip. Rahab. 


given 
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on - : 
with the ark; the Levites after them with the The order of 
tabernacle and the holy veflels; after the Le= a march 
vites, follow’d the whole army; which was ‘7 
ranged according to.the order of their feveral 
tribes ; the ‘women and the children’ in the 
middle, the better to fecure them againft the 
violence of the ftream. It was obferved-upon 
the prieft’s firft entrance into this pafflage; that 
the fiercenefs of the current abated, and the 
water fell : they found the bottom firm; and 
by degrees the channel came;to be as dry as a 
pavement ; fo that the whole multitude forded 
it over, without any farther doubt of trouble; 
when they faw every thing fucceeded accord 
ing to what God had foretold them: But the 
priefts continued ftill in the: middle; till the 
people were all pafs’d over, and fafe landed 
on the other fides .So foon as the army was 
got afhore, the priefts follow’d them, and lefe 
the river to its natural courfe again,’ which 
immediately fill’d up the channel, and put eve+ 
ry thing into the fame ftate’as before: 
‘Tue army marched from therice fifty fur- 
longs toward Jericho, and there encamped 
within ten furlongs more of the placé. Here ae 
it was that Jofhua ereéted an :alrar of the An altar of 
twelve ftones, which twelve princes of the twelve ftones; 
feveral tribes brought along with them out of Jom. iv. 40. 
the bottom of the river, by the prophet’s or~ 
der and command, for a token and a memorial 
to future ages of the ftrcam of the river thus 
miraculoufly ftanding ftill; and upon thisal- _ . 
tar did Jofhua facrifice, celebrating the feaft Jofhua facri- 
of the paffover alfo in the fame place;:-and_in Ace upon its 
a ftate of plenty and abundanae, equal to the eee a 
degree of want and mifery, which they had vom. ¥. 105 
hitherto endur’d ; for thé Chanaanites harveft 11. 
was at this time ripe upon the ground, . cattle; 
and ‘other booty every where. expos’d, and the 
Hebrews had it all at-mercy;.: only thé:manna Their marina 
fail’d them now at laft, after a fublifténce of fils them, 
forty years upon it.in the wildernefs. ° ar 
. Tue fraelites living. thus:at diferetion upon 
the Chanaanites country, without any: fort>of 
check. or controul;..gave the Hebrew gencral 
to.underftand, that the enemy: was‘not'to,bé _ , 
drawn out of their holds, by any ptovocation The Cha 
or affront whatfoever; fo that he bethought 2#4vites keep 
himfelf of making fome trial rather what might ‘?*P? peltes 
be done by a fiege. Upon the firft day of the“ " 
feftival, the priefts took up the ark, and fo The priefts _ 
marched forward with it in the middle of a catry.the ark 
guard of foldiers; feyen other:ipriefts going ee Jert- 
before them, with feven horns founding, to dave Tacek: 
animate the army to behave themfelves like fively,Ver.tg. 
men.- And.thus they went round .about the 
walls of the city with the elders .after them 5 
but the priefts only founding ; and when they 
had gone the circuit of ‘tle city, they went 
back again to their camp Without any- more 
ceremony. |This was the. firft day’s work; 
and when they had done the fanie thing over 
again for fix days fucceffively, Yofhua called 
the army and the people together on the {é~ 
venth, and told them for news, that the town 
fhould-that day be delivered up to them, with- 
out any hazard of ttouble;. for the very walls 
fhould fall down of their.own accord, and 
leave.the place naked ; giving. them in charge 
at the fame time, to make.a-total deftruction 
of every creature that had life in it; and that © 
neither wearinefs of doing ‘execution, tendér- 
nefs of nature, or any other confideratioh of 
booty or flight, fhould prevail upon them to 
LL hold 





given immediately for the feizing of them, 
and putting them to the torture to know their 
bufinefs. So footi as Rachab underftood that 
Rachab con- the houfe was to be fearch’d, fhe cover’d the 
cealsthe_ |. {pies under a parccl of flax that lay a drying 
fpics, JoM-4- Woon the wall; and upon the coming of the 
- meffengers to look for thefe people, Rachab 
told them, indeed, of certain ftrangers who 
had been there in the evening about fun-fet, 
but went their way again after fupper ; and if 
they were men fulpected to the king, as dan- 
gerous to the ftate, they might be eafily over- 
taken. ‘The woman talk’d and look’d with 
fach an air of ferioufnefs, that the officers, 
without ever fearching the houfe, pofted away 
toward the river Jordan, narrowly examining 
every road which they thought they might 
have taken; but having loft their labour with- 
out making any difcovery, they gave over the 
_fearch. So foon as the hurry was over, Ra- 
chab called forth her guefts; minded them of 
the rifque fhe had run for their fakes; for 

iS that if they had been difcover’d, it would 
Hi certainly have coft her and her family their 
es lives; “¢ Wherefore, fays fhe, whenever you 
“¢ come to take this place, (as I have a teve- 
<¢ Jation from God that it will be fo,) do you 
“¢ take as much care of mine, and my people’s 
“¢ lives, as we have done of yours.” And 
with thefe words fhe difmifs’d them. The fpies 
The {pies promifed, with oaths, that her kindnefs fhould 
. promifeRa- be punétually requited, and therefore advifed 
° ehab protec- her, in order to it, that whenever fhe found 
"tion, Ver. 14. ¢he town in danger of being taken, fhe fhould 
: withdraw with what friends and goods fhe had, 
into her own houfe, and hang out a fearlet 
cloth before her door. The general,- they 
faid, fhould be told of the token, and of the 
meaning of it, and would undoubtedly pro- 
vide for the fafety of whatever fhould be found 
within thofe walls. ‘ She might depend upon 
“ it, they faid, that they would be true to 

“¢ what they had {worn; only if any of them 

“¢ fhould be flain in a€tual hoftility, they would 
“© be quit from the obligation of their oath, 

“© and the blame lie at her door, not theirs.” 
Upon thefe conditions they parted; Rachab 
Rachab con- having provided them a rope to let themfelves 
veysaway the down from the wall, by which means they 
ipres, Ver, 15. made their efcapes, and returned to the camp 
with the intelligence of what they had feen 
and obferv’d, and the whole bufinefs of Ra- 
chab, with all the circumftances; that-of the 
oath efpecially, in which cafe the general con- 

fulted Eleazar the high-prieft, and the elders, 
who did authoritatively pronounce the oath to- 

‘ be binding, and fo ratified the obligation. 

& TheHebrews. Tne Hebrews were now encamped upon the 
encamp upon banks of the river Jordan, on their way to 
ie dan, Joth. Jericho; but the waters being out, the cur- 
1 rent of itfelf rapid and impetuous, not fo much 
as a boat or a bridge to help them over, nor 
the means of building any, with an enemy 
over and above fo near, and the town at laft 
on the wrong fide of the water, the general 
for fome time was not a little difcouraged un- 
der the apprehenfion of fo many invincible 

t difficulties, till it pleafed God to affure him 
| by a comfortable revelation, that thofe obfta- 
cles fhould be removed, and the river made 

fordable for the tranfporting-of his troops. ‘ 

(Their mire AFTER two days expectation: of this mira- 
irulous pa culous providence, Jothua pafe’d the river with 
Pis® ibid. his army. In the firft place went the priefts, 
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hold their hands; but that they fhould put all 
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to the {word, without referving any thing of 


the {poil to their own advantage. What gold 
or filver-foever fhould be found, they were 
order’d'to lay it in oné mafs altogether; for 


it fhould be dedicated’'to God, as the firft- 


fruits of the victory obtain’d over that city; 
faving only that Rachab, with her family and 


relations, fhould -be preferv’d for the fake of 


the oath fworn to her by the fpies. 


Wir thefe words. he marched with his 
and went-the round of 
and the fol- 
diers, in the fame order as before. Upon the 
feventh time going about it, they madc a lit- 


army toward the city, 
it with the priefts, the fenate, 


‘The walls fall tle ftop, and the wall fell down all on a fud- 


ofthemfelves, den, without any engine or force bent againft 


on the fe- it, “This terrible furprize put the people into 
Jorh. “2, fach an amazement, that they had -not the 


hearts Ieft to make the leaft refiftance; fo that 


Thel{fraelites the Hebrews entered the breach, and cut off 


enter the 


Beech ibid all before them, without the leaft hazard or 
reach, 5 


oppofition ; fome in the itrects, others in their 
houfes; fome in one place, and fome in an- 
other, till ic came, in fine, to an univerfal 
' flaughter, without fparing either: women or 
children; .fo that the city was.only a pile of 


dead bodies in the conclufion, and not one of 


the inhabitants found means to efcape the com- 

All puttothe mon fate: ‘This defolation ended in the burn- 
fword but ing of the city,:and the adjacent country 5 
ae only Rachab, and her friends and family were 
Ver.25.° refcued by the fpies, who-being brought to 
oe the general, received his acknowledgments for 
_ the good office fhe had done his agents; pro- 

mifing withal, that fhe fhould not ‘fail. of a 

fuitable reward, which he quickly made good 

td -her,. by confetring on her a::confiderable 

eftate in lands. Nor. was this all; for. he ner 

- yer fail’d afterwards to. fhew his cfteem -and 

value for-her upon all: o¢cafions.. What the 
fire had fpared, was deftroyed by: the fword, 
with a prophetical curfe upon any man that 
fhould: ever prefume afterward to rebuild it, 
wifhing that whoever fhould' take. upon him. to 
lay the ‘firit ftone.of a’new-foundation, might 
Yole-his eldeft fon, and he that fhould. finifh 
the work, his youngeft; and God would -not 
“7 J, fuffer this‘ nvaledi€tion:to pafs in vain neither, 
' as’ we fhall fhew hereafter.. There was taken 
Ai predigiots jn this town gold, filver, and brafs, to an ‘ior 
booty, V2 eftimable value, without any. diminution of it 
; __,, fof the -profitvof° any particular perfon ; but 
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Jofhua deliver’d it up to the priefts, to: be de~ 
potited in their treafury ; and this was the fate 
of Jericho. x 

Bur _ it fo fell out that one * Achar, the Achar’strang 
fon of Zcbedee, and of the tribe of Judah, grefiion, Jok 
had gotten a rich cloak of the king’s, of cloth ¥* !- 
of gold, and a huge mafs of the fame metal, 
weighing two hundred fhekels}. ‘This man 
thought it fomewhat unreafonable to give thar 
to God which he had no need of, and for 
which he himfelf had ventured his life, and 
had fo much occafion to make ufe of; fo that 
he digged a hole in the ground under his 
tent, and there hid it; imagining that fo long 
as his. fellow-foldiers knew nothing of it, the 
concealment might pafs upon God himielfi 
The army at that time was encamped at a 
place called + Galgala, which fignifies liberty ; 
tor being: now pafied the river, they reckon’d 
themfelves as good as fecured from the flavery 
af Egypt, and the miferies of the defart. 

Some few days after the razing of Jcricho, 
Jofhua fent out a detachment of three rhoufand 
men to Ain, a city a little above, higher 
in the country, where they engaged the encmy, 
and were beaten back with the lofs of fix and 
thirty men. The-tidings of this repulfe put 
the Ifraclites toa terrible anxiety of thought, 
not fo much for the number of the flain, (tho’ 
their near relations and men of valour and 
worth,) but for the ill-boding of the difap- 
pointment; for they looked upon the difficul- | 
ties of .the.war (even according to God’s pro- . 
mife) to be all over, and that they were as 
good as mafters of the land; but their ene~ 
mics had now taken heart again, they faid; 
and immediately, upon this reflection, they 
put on faclcloth, and fpent that whole day Their fattixg 
in- fafting,, weeping, and mourning; fo -gric- and a 
vous was the fenfe they had of the difgrace "O ** > 
that was befallen them. ‘The fpirits of the 
army: were fo funk upon this difaftcr, and caft 
down into fuch a defperation of better things 
for the future, that ‘ofhua, upon this occafion, 
addreficd himfelf with a more than. ordinary 
aflurance to Almighty God, faying, aé 

“ Lorn, fays he; we did not prefume to Jofhua's 
“© come here, prompted by any ambitious views Prayer oe F 
“ of our own to make war upon thefe people, oe eo] 
“but out of a pure deference and refpeét to : 7 
** the perfuafion of thy fervant Mofes, who in- 
“¢ cited us to this undertaking, and not with~ 
“ out the warrant of many figns and miracles, 


The Iraelites 
worfted at 


Ain, Ver. 4. 





a. Scrip. Achan the, fon of Zerah. 


yA Shekel ‘(according to Dr. Arbuthnot) reduced to Englifh Troy weight, weigh’d nine penny weights, two 
‘grains, and four feverths; two hundred thekels therefore muft weigh feven pounds, feven ounces, one penny weighr, 
“and.ten grains jior ninety one ounces, one penny weight, -aid ren grains, which, reckoning gold. at four pound 
thg ounce; amounted to three hundred fixty four pounds, five fhillings, and eight pence of our money, or there- 
abouts. The fhekel of gold, which wacalfo a particular coin among the Jews, according to the beft authors, was © 
‘werth one pound, fixteen fhillings, ard fix pence of our nidéney, two hundred of which amount exa@tly to three 
hundred and fixty five pounds, which comes very'near-the abovefaid fum. ae 
‘We-shink ir not improper here. to obferve to the reader, that there is great difagreement among learned men, 

tabbur rhe value of the Jewith-fhekel of filver.’. Some fay it was worth but two fhillings and a penny, fome two 
fjllings and three pence farthing, and half farthing; others two fhiilings and fix pence in our money. But as 
_Jofephus, more than once, avers it was equivalent to the Attick Tetradrachm, feveral of which we having lately 

had the opportunity of feeing-and weighing, and finding them.generally fomething heavier than our halt-crown, 
“we rather chute to fix it at two Shillings and feven pence, conformable whereunto js all- that we-have hitherto faid 
» upon this fubject, fave only in two, places, viz. in Book I. Chap. xv. :where ’tis faid Abraham gave Ephraim four 
_Bundred thekels for a burying:place, which (according to the opinion of them who think a fhekel was worth no 
more than two fhillirigs and @ penny,) fhould there have been computed at forty one pounds, thirteen thillings, 

and four pence,’ Englith money ; but actording ‘to our prefent valuation of it, at fifty one pounds, thirteen fhil- 
--litgs, and four pence. So in Book IV.: Chap. iv. ‘p. 114. the note at the botrom ought to Se three fhillings and 
ten pence half pennylin our money. Thefe emendations, we hope, .will attone for the inconfiftency we have here- 

in been guilty of, and obviate, or at leaft anfwer the juft obje€tions that cither have, or otherwife might be shade 

by our candid readers upon this head. a , 

+ Scrip. Gilgzl. Miaftus in his commentary upon the fifth chapter of Jofhua fhews this ro be an error. 
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to convince us that he had reafon and au- 
thority on his fide; when he told us that 
thou thyfelf had’ft promifed us the pofleffion 
of this country, and to give us victory over 
all our enemies. But what a change is here 
all on a fudden, in the difappointment of 
our hopes, and in the lofs of our friends! 
as if either Mofes’s predictions had not been 
ofidivine infpiration, or otherwife thy pro- 
mifes and purpofes variable. If this be the 
beginning of a war, we cannot but dread 
the further progrefs of it, for fear this mif- 
carriage upon the firft experiment fhould 
prove only the carneft of greater evils to 
come. But Lord, thou alone who art able 
to give us relief, help us, and-fave us; 
vouchfafe unto us comfort and viétory, and 
be gracioufly pleafed to preferve us from the 
fnare of defpairing for the future.” 
Josuua delivered this ejaculatory prayer 
proftrate, with his face upon the ground, till 
God bidshim upon finifhing, God bid him “ Rife and purge 
purge the ar- “ the army from a pollution that had defiled 


my of facri~ <¢ its for there was a facrilegious fraud that 
lege, and calt ¢¢ 
lots to find 

out the offen- 
der, Josh, vii. « 
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chief that had lately: befallen them ; but, 

13. “ {ays the oracle, let there be: lots’ caft, to 

“ find out the criminal, and then let him be 

“¢ ‘punifhed on whom the lot falls, and the If- 

“ yaclites fhall cértainly carry their.caufe, and 

“¢ be victorious.”. Jofhua made a report of-all 

this to the people,-and calling to him Eleazar 

the high-prieft, and the princes of: the tribes, 

he put the tribes to the firft teft of the lot; 

and the lot falling upon the tribe of Judah, 

they caft lots next upon the feveral families of 

that tribe, and the lot fell upon the family of. 

Zacharias ; bringing. the queftion, in fine, upon’ 

a perfonal examination of man-by man, they’ 

came ‘at laft to find out the very ‘individual, 

perfon that was’ guilty of the facrilege, ‘the, 

The lot falls lot falling: upon Achar, who thereupon was’ 

upon Achar, forthwith taken into:cuftody, and finding that! 

e318. : there was no trifling with divine juftice, his: 

Who con, confcience alfo being his accufer, confefs’d the’ 

felles the fact, facrilegious theft, and-delivered it up in the 

andis ftoned fight'of the people; whereupon he -was-imme- 

Vv de) ¢, diately put-to an ignominious death; and his’ 

m2 body buried by night'in a feandalous manner,: 
like a comnion malefactor. 

Wuen the army was purged, Jofhua drew. 
them ouc toward the city‘‘of * Ain, planted 
his ambufhes, and carly next morning prefent-; 
ed himfelf in fight of the enemy with his main 

- body. The Ainites were fo elevated with their 

' former fuccefs, ‘that -fo.:foon ‘as’ they--had the 
‘Mraelites in’ their eyé, they immediately ad- 
vanced in‘a furious mafiner againftthem to give, 

them battle ; the one giving way by ‘little and! 

‘little, as for fear, and the other preffing upon. 

them asin a full affurance of a certain victory. 

By this ftratagem of a pretended flight, the 

Ainites’ were drawn from their city 5 when im- 

Jofhua takes Mediately upon a fignal given, Jofhua put a 
Ain Jofh viii. top to the army, and the ambufh almoft in the. 
20. fame inftant, entered the town, with little or 
The Chanaa- 80 Oppofition; for: the. inhabitants ‘were moft 
nites routed, of them gotten together upon the’ walls, out 
Ver.22~26. of a curtofity to fee the action, and inferring. 
: from the countenance of things, ‘that, the day 
































lay unaccounted for among them; and that. 
‘ corruption was the true caufe:of the mif-: 
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was as good as their own already. It came 
however toa terrible flaughter 5 and in the 
mean time, the army being totally routed be- 
fore the town, had no other retreat left them, 
but:to fly back again to the city for fanétuary: 
which was the courfe they fteer’d 5 upon 4 pre- 
fumption that the place was ftill in the fame 
ftate they left it. But when they came to find 
it taken, their houfes rified and -burnt,.and 
their wives and’ children, cither deftroyed or 
prifoners, the miferable remainder of them 
who efcaped the fword, were forced to betake 
themfelves to the wild fields and woods for 
refuge. It was an incredible booty that was 
taken upon this encounter: 'a world of women, 
children, and bondflaves; plate, and coftly 
furniture, to 4 prodigious value;: a great many 
flocks, and herds of cattle, and mighty fums 
of current money. ‘The. country,. in fhort, 
was exceffively rich, and the whole fpoil of 
it was divided! among the foldiers,. who were 
then encamped ‘in-Galgala. eae : 
Wauen the Gibconites (being near ncigh- 
bours to Jerufalem) came to hear of che mife~- 
rable fate of Jericho and Ain, they began to 
confider that their: owp turn might be next; 
but however, being prepoficfled with an cxpec- 
tation that the whole nation of the Chanaa~ 
nites were to be rooted out, they thought it 
not worth their while to make any. barefac’d 
application to the Hebrews forfavour. "They 
invited however their neighbours the Chephi- 
rites, and thofe of Kiriath-jearim, to join with 
them in the propofal of a fair alliance with the 
Hebrews; telling them, unlefs they took pro- 
per meafures to evade the approaching danger, 
they would be involv’d in-the fame ruin with 


‘the reftof their countrymen; but that if they 


wou’d take'their advice, means might be found 
out to avoidit. The advice was found reafon- 
able, and {6 they difpatched away an embafly to 
Jofhua, of the ficteft men they could pick out 
to manage fuchia commiffion. They had ig in 
theiz-inftractions, ‘not upon any terms to own 
themfelves for: Chanaanites, but rather to:.in- 
finuate, that-they lived a great way off,-and 
had ‘no mdaimer. of: dealing with thofe people. 
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An inefti- 
mable booty. 


The Gibeo- 
nites ftartled 
at the tare of 
Jericho and 
Ain, Jofh. ix. 
354. 


They fend 

deputies ro ~ 

Jofhua, Ver. 
--J2. ° 

‘The depurics 

inftructions, 


ibid. 


«© They had heard much, they faid, of the re-. 


putation'of the Hebrews, and they — were 
now come to attend their General upon-this 
occafion, It might be feen by their clothes, 
that they had come a great way; for they 
“were new when they fet out, and they were 
“© now worn threadbare by the length of their 
“¢ journey.” WNow-they had purpofely put on 
clothes that.were coarfe and threadbare, for 
the better credit of the impofture. 


In this ha-. 


bie they prefented thenifelves before the aflem- 


bly, with their teftimonials, that they cameas 
comimiffioners from the Gibconites, and their 
neighbouring cities. to enter into: a’ treaty of 
friendfhip ‘with them, faving only: the rights 
and privileges of their country ; for they found, 
that by God’s grace ‘and bounty, the Jand of 
Chanaan was: given them for: ‘an’ inheritance, 
wherein they congratulated their ‘gdod for- 
tunes, defiting-to make a league: of‘triendship 


and confederacy with them’; théréby- thinking . - 


to fécure their liberties and property, ‘making 
an. oftentation of their rags all this- ‘while, as 
the evidence of their fincerity.- Jofhua “gave 





* "Aig. Scrip. Ai. Steph, Byzant.”Ar:rz, and Berkelius fancies it to be the fame with Kay and KavaSa in Jote- 


phus. See Berkelius, ‘p. 134. 
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FLAVIUS JOSEPHUS. of Book V 


purfued to the cave of Makkeda, where they Five kingsta. 
were found by Jofhua, taken, and all put to oy pete Put 
death. The miracle of the lengthening of the ae 
this day beyond its natural meafure, and of the Makkeda, _ 
fun’s ftopping in its courfe, is moft.exprefly Ver-22--26. 
attefted in the holy fcriptures, according to 
the copies referved in the temple. 
Arrer this defeat of the five kings that made 
war upon the Gibeonites, Jofhua went pack 
again to the mountainous part of Chanaan, 
where he put a great many people to the fword, 
and feized a vaft numberof cattle; which donc, 
he marched back with the army to.Gilgal. 
_ Tue fame of the Hebrews for their martial 
exploits, and the numbers of the flain, made 
fo great a noife every where, that the very re- 
putation of their arms carried a terror alon 
with it. But this did not yet hinder the Cha= A confed 
naanite kings of mount Libanus and therea~ cy ori 
bouts, nor thofe of the plains, together with Chanaanites 
the Philiftines, from joining ina confederacy againtt Jo- 
againftthem; forthey drew their forces toge~ M% * 1-5, 
ther, and encamped at * Berothe, acity of Ga~ 
lilee, not tar from the upper Coedefa, which 
is alfo in the country of Galilec. Their whole : 
| ftrength was computed to amount tothree hun- A ; 
dren thoufand foot, ten thoufand horfe, and hee a 
two thoufand chariots. The ‘thought of this dred thou. iy 
formidable power caft fuch a. damp upon the {and foot, 
{pirits, not only of the Ifraelites in general, ie eos 
but upon Jofhua himfelf, that the dread they ae thontad: 
had for fo unequal an encounter, fell little chariots. 
fhort of a downright defpair: but upon God’s 
reproving them for their faint-heartednefs and 
diftruft, and encouraging them with freth af- 
furances of vi€tory and proteétion, command- 
ing them likewife to hamftring the enemies 
horfes, and burn their chariots, the general 
took heart uponit, and forthwith marched with 
a full affurance of fuccefs toward the enemy. 
Upon the fifth day he came up to them, and 
fought them. ‘The encounter was obtti- 
nate, and fo bloody, that the truth of the ac~ conn a. 
tion would be almoft incredible ; but however, The Chana. 
the confederates were abfolutely broken, vat nitesover-. / 
numbers kill’d in the purfuit; all the kings thrown, ad | 
flain, and the whole army, in effeét, entirely P<" yen 
cut off: nay, fuch was the rage of the vi@tors © |. 
againft the. conquer’d party, that when they 
had no more men‘to kill, they wreak’d their 
fury upon the horfes and chariots. ‘The for- 
tune, in fine, of this day, made Jofhua abfolute 
mafter of the country. He took their towns, 
kill?d all he could come at, did what he 
thought fit, and no creature left to oppofe him, 
Their country, in fhort, was wholly depopu- 
lated, and the very nation icfelf extirpated, Jol oe : 
faving only fome few ftragglers, who had the Coane 
good hap to provide for their fafety b flying wafte, V. 14 | 
into ftrong holds. And all thefe diarefiee 
were but the miferable devaftations of one five 
years war. , | 
Upon this fatal overthrow, Jofhua decamp- Jofhua ma | 
ed from Gilgal, and marched’ up the moun- ches from 


tains toward Siloe, where he planted the holy a ae 4 
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fo much credit to the pretences, both of their 

words, and clothes, that taking for granted 

Jofhua ftrikes they were not Chanaanites, he ttruck up aleague 

upaleague with them, Eleazar the high-prieft, and the 

withthem, e]ders, at the fame time giving them the oaths 

Jomh. ix.15- OF friends and allies, and thatthey fhould ne- 

ver do any thing contrary to the tenor of that 

obligation. ‘The agreement was folemnly ex- 

ecuted, in the prefence, and with the appro-~ 

bation of the whole multitude. By this arti- 

fice they gained their point, and fo returned 

to their own home. It happened foon after 

this, that upon Jofhua’s drawing his army to 

that quarter of the Chanaanites which looks 

toward the plains, he was given to underftand 

Jofhua’s mif- that thefe Gibeonites did not live far from Je- 

take, Ver.16. rufalem, and that they were of the fame ftock 

with the Chanaanites: fo he fent for fome of 

the chief men of the country to come to him, 

Jothuawould 454 told them plainly that they had not dealt 

palais eS ee with him like men of truth and honour. They 

20. excufed themfelves upon the neceffity of the 

café; for, taid they, ‘¢ we had noother way 

“€ Jeft tofave our felves.” Upon this difficul- 

ty, the high-prieft, and the elders were con- 

faulted as to the obligation of the treaty, and 

were all pofitive in their opinion, that an oath 

fo circumftanced, and fo ratified, was abfo- 

Jutely facred and inviolable ; but that the point 

might yet in fome fort be modified, by fetting 

them apart for the doing of fervile offices in 

The Gibeo- the publick drudgery; which was the condi- 

nitesmade —_ tion they ftood afterwards condemned to; and 

drudges, Ver. pon thefe terms they avoided’ a much worfe 

27- fate, which otherwife would moft certainly 
have befallen them. i 

The kingof  Wuewn the king of Jerufalem came to be 

Jerufalem informed that the Gibconites were revolted, 

uae and gone over into alliance with the Hebrews, 

Teanitch he fo highly refented ir, that he prefently fent 

Jofh.x.1. to four neighbouring kings to join with him 

ina war againft them. ‘They debated the mat- 

ter, and came immediately to a refolution, 

drew their troops together, and encamped 

near a certain fountain not far from the city, 

which they were then preparing to befiege; 

They fendto the Gibeonites being apprehenfive the ftorm 

Jofhua for | would fall upon them, apply’d to Jofhua for 

tuccour, V-6. affiitance. Matters were now come to this 

pafs, that they were to be ruined by their own 

people, and forced to fly for protection to 

thofe who were in arms purpofely to root out 

the inhabitants of Chanaan. But fo it was, 

however, thatthey had no other hope of fafery 

under the fun butintheir new triendihip. Upon 

jofhuare- — the firftintelligence of this enterprize, Jofhua 

licves them, marched with his whole army, night and day, 

auemy. to fuccour the Gibeonites, and fell upon the 

enemy earlyin the morning, as they were jut 

about to attack the town, routed, and had'the 

chace of them along the hills, till they came 

to the valley of Bethora. The hand of God 

was never more vifible in any human aétion 

than it wasin thisbattle; for, over and above 

Aterribie the dreadful thunder and lightning of that 



























































tempelt, - day, with aviolent tempeft of hail-itones of a| tabernacle, with an intent to wait a while where he pl 
ee fa, . Prodigions fize, there Was yet one prodigy | there, for the firft opportunity of ereéting a cesthe raber 
fiands Riltin ftranger than all the reft, and fach a one as was| temple: the firuation of the place being both nce, Jom 4 

commodious and delicious, and in all refpeéts *"" "°") 


hiscourte, ever heard of before: The fun irfelf ftood 
Ver.11,12- fill in the firmament, that the Hebrews might 
not want day-light for the perfecting of their 
victory. Upon this rout, the five kings were 


agreeable to the defign. From thence he took ofhua ered | 
{ the people along with him to Sichem, jnother alut § 
where he ercéted an altar, as Mofes in time atSichem, | 


Br 


* Mafius would have it Meroth, and not Beroth. See his comment upon Jofhua, cir. 
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ofhua , — paft had forctold and appointed. This being 
marches in ~~ Gone, he divided his army;, one half he fent 
tye ne Casi to Mount Garizim, and the other to Mount 

: yea Ge- Gibal*,where there was likewife another altar 
pal, where buile; the priefts and Levitcs being alfo di- 


shied altar. 


vided. Here they offer’d facrifices, and when 
they had denounced the malcdi¢tions, formerly 
mentioned, and engraven them upon the altar, 
they returned to Siloe. . 

JosHua was now far gone in years, and 
conlidering that the Chanaanitcs had yet feve- 
ral places of ftrength left them, which betwixt 

\ art and nature were in a manner impregnable, 
for the Chanaanitcs having intelligence from 
the very firft departure of the Hraelites out of 
Egypt, that they had a defign ro invade their 
country, let no time flip to fecure and fortify 
themfelves ;) Jofhua, I fay, being aware of all 
fofhus calls this, call’d a general aflembly of the people 


they raife 2 


_anaflemblyat rq meet at Siloe,, whcre the appearance was 


Siloc, JOM. very great. Joihua, upon this occafion, fum- 
ani med up what he had to fay in few words, 

and laid the matter in hand before them. He 
And minds gave them a fhort hiftory of the great things 


the people of they had ‘done and fucceeded in already, by 


Bid great, the affiftance of God’s favour and protection, 
haddione for 28 2 people that religioufly obferv’d his laws. 


them, ibid. He minded them how God had given them 
victory over one and thirty kings, that had the 
confidence to take up arms againft them, de- 

ftroying their moft numerous armies, and root- 

ing out the very generations of their enemies. 

But in regard that the conqueft was as yet but 
imperfect, fome of thcir cities being already 

taken, and a great many others remaining in 

their hands that were better mann’d and for- 

tified, and that it would be a work of time to 

reduce them, he thought it advifeable, in the 

ofiuaad- fitit place, to difmifs thofe of their friends who 
vifesthe dif- came from beyond Jordan, to join in the ha- 
miffing of os zard of the common caufe; and with all due 
two tpesanc refpeéts and acknowledgments, to fend them. 
back to the lot of their inheritance again. 


came from : 
beyond Jor- And fecondly, that commiffioners fhould be 


dan, Jofh. chofen refpectively out of every tribe; men 
Aaa of approved skill and integrity, and their bu- 
fending of | finefs fhould be, to take an exact furvey of the 


commillion- Country, and to make a full report of it, with- 
ers to furvey our fraud or delay. 

Tih will ¢ ' ‘THE people, every man of them, were highly 
>. Pleated with the motion, and fo Jofhua preicnt~ 
Commiffion- ly order’d his agents to enter upon the work, 
ers are appointing them for their affiftants, men well 
thofen, ibid. skill'd in furveying; whereby they could not 
fo well be impos’d upon, or mifled in the ac- 
count. 

Tuey had it in their inftruétions alfo, hot- 
ah efimate, withitanding the furvey upon meafure, to make 
not upon 4 final eftimate upon the quality or goodnefs 
quantity, but of the land, as one quarter might fall out to 
equivalence. be better or worfe than another 3; for there are 
in Chanaan agreat many fair large ficlds, which 

being put in balance with fome others, might 
be allow’d vaftly to have the preference for 
corn, and all forts of fruits; but if compared 
with the land about Jericho or Jerufalcm, they 
would be found to be prodigioufly inferior in 
worth, The country, indeed, is not large, 
and a ‘good part of it mountainous; but for 
the plenty, growth, and beauty of the pro- 
ductions, no place whatfoever goes beyond it. 


With inftrac- 
tlons to make 





* Scrip. Ebal. + Or Tabor.* 


# See Berkelius’s notes upon Steph. Byzant, p.76, 167. 


the Antiquities of the JEws. 


135 





For this reafon it was concluded, not ro value 

the lots barely by the meafure, but by the 

virtue of themi ; for one acre fometimes might 

fall out to be worth a thoufand. There were 

tcn'’men employ’d upon this commiflion to an- 

fwer the fame number of tribes concern’d in 

the queftion. Thefe ten commiffioners took 

both a view and an eftimate of the country, 

and within feven months ufter, they came back 

again with the whole itare of the computation 

to Siloe, which was at that time the feat of The taber- 
the tabernacle. nacie at Gilad 

Josuvua then calling to his affiftance Eleazar A partition — 
the high-prieft, with the elders and princes of a os els 
the tribes, made a partition of the whole, in- pire warts, <0 
to fo many fhares, to be divided among nine anfwer the 
tribes, and one half tribe of Manatles; every nine tribes 
one to have in proportion, according to the Toi atte 
rate and equity of the diftribution. Sv_xvi, xvid,” 

Upon putting it to the lot, the tribe of Ju- xviii, xix. 
dah had for their lot all the Upper Judea, The lot of 
reaching in length to Jerufalem, and in breadth Judah. 
to the lake of Sodom; comprehending alfo 
the cities of Afcalon and Gaza. 

‘Tue tribe of Simeon, had that part of Idu- Simeon. 
mea which borders upon Egypt and Arabia. 

Tue tribe of Benjamin had that part of the Benjamin. 
country, which, in length, extends from the 
river Jordan to the fea; and, in breadth, from 
Jerufalem to Bethel. This, for compafs, was 
the fmalleft lor: but the quality makes amends 
for the quantity; for Jericho and Jcrufalem 
are comprized in it. 

Tue tribe of Ephraim had for their lot the Ephraim. 
country in length from Jordan to Gadara, 
ae in breadth from Bethel to the large 

ain. 

Tue half tribe of Manaffes had their lot The half 
lengthways, from Jordan to the city Dora; tribe of Ms- 
and breadthways to Bethfana, which is now "*"* 
known by the name of Scythopolis. 

Tue tribe of Iffachar had for their lot, all ifachar. 
betwixt Jordan and Mount Carmel, which . 
reaches out in breadth to Mount Itabyr $- 

Tue tribe of Zabulon had for its lot, the Zabulon, 
whole country that borders upon Mount Car. 
mel and the fea, and fo far as Genezareth. 

Tue tribe of Affer had for its lot, the coun= Affer._ 
try behind mount Carmel, over-againft Sidon, 
reckoning the city of Arce + alio, otherwife 
Aétipus. : 

Tue tribe of Nephthali. had for their lot Nephthali, 
the Upper Galilee, and the country caftward 
to the city of Damafcus, Mount Libanus, and 
the head of the river Jordan, which has its 
rife from that fide of it that borders upon the. 
city Arce, toward the north. 

Tue tribe of Dan had the vallies toward Dan, 
the weft, which are bounded by Azotus and 
Dora; and to them likewife belong the cities 
of Jamnia and Gittha, and the whole country. 
from Aceron to the mountain, where the por= © 
tion of the tribe of Judah begins. 

Turs was the divifion that Jofhua made of 
fix provinces of the Chanaanites, which took 
their names from fo many of the fons of Cha- 
naan; and of this country did he deliver the 
pofleffion to the aforcfaid nine tribes and a 
half; but as to Amorrhea, fo call’d from one 
of the fons of Chanaan, Mofes had difpofed of 
it long fince to the two other tribes anda half, 
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‘Vhe Amo- 
rite, country 
already dit- 
pos'd of, ee 
Numb. xxx. 
33: 


as we have thewn above; but then the regions 
of the Sidonians, the Aruccans, Amathcans, 
and Aritheans, are not comprized in this di- 
yifion, not being at that time inhabiced. 
Wuice Jothua was now ttruggling with the 
infirmities of old age, and the carcs of the go- 
vernment, he found evidently that _as he was 
no lenger able to difcharge the offices of his 
funétion in his own perfon, fo there was no 
depending upon thofe whom he deputed to act 
for him in che publick adminittration ; tor they 
had not 2 due regard, he faw, to the common 
good; wherefore he gave it in charge to every 
tribe refpectively, not to tolerate any of the 
race of the Chanaanites in the land God had 
allotted them, but to reot out the very remains 
of them: minding them how folemuly Motes 
had declar’d himfelfin this matter, to whoic 
advice and opinion he doubted not of their 
giving both heed and credit : befide, that their 
own fecuricv, and thac of their laws, rights, 
and religion, depended all upon it, and that 
he had experience, as well as authority for 
what he faid. He enjoin’d them farther, to 
deliver up to the Levites the thirty cight cities 
that were detign’d them, being in poticifion of 
ten already in * Amorrhea, on the other fide 
of the river. Three of thefe were to be citics 
of privilege or refuge. In the tribe of Judah, 
c- the city of Hebron; in the tribe cf Ephraim, 
Sichem ; and in the cribe of Nephthali +, Ce- 
™ defe, in the Upper Galilee: to all which they 
gs, Teadily agreed, cut et a veneration they had 
for the obtervance of the laws and cuftoms of 
Mofes. He proceeded aiter this, to a diftri- 
bution of the becty, which in herds and flocks, 
money, place, furniture, and other pillage 


Jofhua 
charges all 
the tribes ut- 
terly to root 
ont the Cha- 
naanites, 
Joth. xxii, 5. 









tion of the 


PERE: amounted to an immenfe value; for it was a 
large and plentiful country, and the Ifraclites, 
one and all, from the highett to the loweft, 

.. Made their fortunes out of the fpoil. 
Jo®. xsi. 2. Tue next thirg Jofhua had to do, was the 


calling together of his auxiliaries, who came 
to him from bevend Jcrdun, and had their 
pert in the honour ef his late conqueft: they 
were computed to be 2 matterof firy theu- 
fard men, and upon their meeting, Joflua de- 
liver’d himfelf to them to this eficét : 
“Since it has been the good-will and 
pleafure of cur heavenly Lerd and father 
“ nrf{ to pur us in the poficifion of this land ; 
“and then to promile the continuance of it 
* co our poiteriry ; and fince God has been 
“ lixewile pleafed to make ufe of your ready 
* and cheertul affiitance toward the exccution 
“ot this holy purpofe, ic is but reafon, for 
** vou who have born fo great a part in the 
“ dangers and difficulties of this war, to be 
“* partakers alfo in the comforts and bleffings 
“¢ of a common peace; to which end, we think 
it but juitice to difcharge you from any far- 
ther attendance at prefent ; not doubting of 
“¢ the fame affeétion and good-will from you 
“ for the future, if ever there fhould be fuch 
. ancther occafion. We are now to give you 
oe thoufand acknowledgments for all the toils 
oS and hazards you have hitherto undergone 
with us; and pray ler the fenfe cf good 
£* offices gone and pait, be improv’d into a 
“* mutual and an inviolable league of friend- 


Coase : : 
<“ ihip for the time to come ; remembring that 









FLAVIUS JOS 















EPHUS of Book Y, 


* this inftant we cnjoy, next under God, to 

“ the force of this reciprocal affiftance ; and 

that providence hath evidently made us ne- 
ceflary onc to another. It may be confider’d . 
alfo, after all you have done and fuller’d, 

thar your ferviccs are not unrewarded, fo 

** tar at Icaft as an incftimable booty in gold, 
filver, and whatever el{e is moft precious, 

may pafs tor a recompence: befide the en- —, 
gaging of fricnds in us, who fhall never for- 

get the obligation, but fhall always be ready 

to do you good offices; for you have moit 
religioufly executed the lait will of Mofes, 

and left nothing undone that we could take 
kindly at your hands; wherefore we thall 

now leave you at liberty to depart to the 

‘lot of your inheritance, which we with you 
much joy in. But pray ye, Ict no diftance 

of place fet limits to our friendfhip; the 
interpofition of rivers mutt never divide our 
affections; for on which bank foever, we 

are all Hebrews ftill. Abraham was the 
common father of us all, Ict our abode be 
where it will, and it was from one and the 

fame God that all our forefathers reccived 
their being; and that God we are all to 
worthip, according to the ordinances and in- 
ftitutians leit us by Mofes. So long as we 

ftand firm to that way of religion, we may 

be fure of the favour and proteétion of thar 

God for our comfort. But whenever you 
apoftatize from this, and efpoufe another re- 
ligion, and other gods, the God of your 
fathers will caft you off.” With thefe words 

he took a folemn and diftinét leave, both of Jofhua’s lat 
the princes, and of the people, to whom he ad-~ adieu to his 
drefs’d his {peech; who upon this difmiffion pics ie 
return’d to the place whence they came, the aan ibid. 
reft conducting them fome part of their way, 

till after much weeping and reluétancy, they 
came with great difficulty in the end to a final 
{eparation ; Jofhua continuing ftill in the fame 
place where he was. ; 

Tue tribes of Reubel and Gad were no An altar 
fooner pafs’d the river, with thofe of Manafles erected in 
that followed them, but they ereéted an alrar Fey 7 

a : e league 
upon the farther bank, to remain as a monu- 





ce 


a“ 
a 


ce 


between the 
mental record to pofterity of the alliance that borderers on 
was then contraéted betwixt the borderers on both fides the 
both fides of the Jordan. ‘The news of this ‘VereVer 0 
altar was immediately carried over to their 

friends on the other fide of the water, with- 

out one Word of the intent and meaning of it ; 

which put their aflociates into fo outragious a A violent jes 
jealoufy of their confederates, as apoitates and loufy upon 
innovators, that they prefently betook them- nes ae 
felves to their arms, for the vindication of the Ver. 12, 33, 
worthip and religion of their forefathers, and 14. 
to avenge the caufe of God upon the heads and The people 
authors of this defeétion. In this heat they Fate ace 
took up a refolution, with fword in hand, to arms uponit 
pafs the river, and to do juftice upon the prin- ibid. 
cipals of this defertion, without any refpect 

to the dignity of perfons, or the nearnefs of 
rclations 5 for ic was God’s caufe, they faid, 

and in the cafe of his fervice they were ab- 

folv’d from all other obligations. In the flame 

of this tranfport, the general, the high-prieft, 

and the elders, betwixt authority and advice, 

fo far prevail’d upon the headftrong multitude, 

as to fufpend the execution of fo extravagant 


¢ = : 1 & : - ° . 
““ we ftand indebted for the advantages thatat | a revenge, till they might be certainly inform’d 


NN 


= The land of the Amorites. 


+ Or Cades. 


whether 


Chap. I. 


phinees, and the motion, and fo made choice of Phinecs, 
teneminent the fon of Eleazar, and ten other perfons of 
men fent UP~ eminent note among the people, to go over to 
a their countrymen, and learn what was the truc 


onan embat 
ty to the di 
contented 
tribes, Joth. 
xxi. 13+ 

An affembly 
call’d, 

Ver. 15-721. 
Phinees to 
the Reu- | 
belites, ibid. 


whether thcir brethren were guilty of this abo- 
mination or not; and if chey found them guil- 
ty, they fhould be then left at liberty to fall 
upon them without mercy. They agreed to 


end of building that altar. They departed 
upon this embatly, and fo foon as ever they got 
crofs the water, there was fummon’d an aifem- 
bly, wherein Phinces difcharg’d himfelf of his 
commiffion in words to this cifect : 
“ We underftand very well, that the crime 
charg’d upon you at prefent, is too heinous 
to be punith’d only with words; but yet we 
have not taken up arms now, inconfidcrate- 
ly and rafhly to execute a vengeance accord- 
ing to the degree of the iniquity; for it is 
out of refpeét to confanguiniry, and in hope 
that fecond and founder thoughts may bring 
you to better reafon, that we are engaged 
upon this embafiy, and to {peak in this af- 
fembly. We do but defire to be fincerely 
inform’d, upon what motives, and with 
what defign you have now raifed this altar. 
If you have done it out of any pious end, 
we have no quarrel to you; but if you are 
gone over to a falfe worfhip, it is for our 
God and our religion that we muft draw our 
{words againft you. We fpeak our fears; 
for we cannot think it credible yet, that a 
people fo well inftruéted in the will, and in 
the laws of God, our friends and allies that 
we have but juft now parted with, a people 
newly eftablifhed in the lot of a plentiful 
pofleffion, by Ged’s fpecial grace and pro- 
vidence: We cannot, I fay, believe you 
to be fo infenfible and ungrateful, as to aban- 
don the holy tabernacle, the ark, the altar, 
and the worfhip of your forefathers, to join 
with the Chanaanites in the adoration of 
their falfe gods; or if unhappily you fhould 
have been fo mifled, do but repent and dif- 
claim your error, and return to that reve- 
rence you owe to the laws of God, and of 
your country, and you fhall be yet received. 
But if you fhall obftinately perfitt, there is 
no labour or danger that we fhall think too 
great for the defence of our laws and wor- 
thip. If that be the cafe, we muft imme- 
diately break in upon yeu by force of arms, 
and put no difference at all betwixt Apof- 
tate Ifraelites and profefs’d Chanaanites, but 
deftroy the one indifferently with the other. 
Do not perfuade -yourfelves,; that becaufe 
you are out of our bounds, and a river be- 
twixt us, you are therefore out of the reach 
of God’s power and providence; for you 
are upon his ground wherever you are, and 
under his jurifdiction. .If you are not able 
to withitand the temptations of the place 
you live in, take your fortune in a new di- 
vifion of lands, and quit the country, let it 
be never fo fruitful. Be wife and temperate 
in time, and do not fuffer yourfelves to be 
carried away with a wanton and profane de- 
fire after new things. This we beg of you, 
for the fake of your wives and children, 
and whatever elfe may be dear to you. Do 
not force us upon the neceflity of fuch a war, 
as we tremble at the very thoughts of; but 
it is at your choice ftill, whether you will 
rather fubmit to be overcome by reafonable 
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** words, or to put the main caufe to the dint 

‘© of a battle.’ : on 3, 

_ Wiew Phinees had made an end of f{peak- - 
ing, the rulers of the affembly, in the name of 

themfelves, and of the whole multitude, re- 

turned this anfwer in their own juftification. 
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“ We are not confcious of having ever de- The Reu- 


ce 
it 4 
cc 
cc 
ce 
ce 


in any fort, guilty of that affectation of no- 
velry in the erecting of this altar, which is: 
now charged upon us. We know but one 
God, and that God is the God of all the 
Hebrews ; and but one altar, which is the 
brazen altar before the tabernacle. As for 
this alrar here, which we are fufpected for; 
it was never intended for any religious ufe, 
but only for a civil memorial to future times 
of our fellowthip and alliance; and rather 
to keep us fteddy to our antient religion, 
than to be any ways introduétive to the vio« 
lation of it. We can fafely appeal to God, 
that we had no fuch thought in the ferting 
up of this altar as is imputcd to us; where- 
fore pray have a better opinion of your bre= . 
thren for the future, than to think us guilty 
of fo mortal an apoftafy from the rites and 
cuftoms of our progenitors; a fin not to be 
expiated in any of the fons of Abraham, but 
with the lofs of his life.” : 


parted from your alliance ; neither are we, vee > 


Purnegs was overjoy’d at fo firm and fatif- All miftin- 


faétory a declaration, and returning imme- 
diately to Joihua, gave him a particular ac- 
count of every thing, in the hearing of the 
people, who were all infinitely pleated with 
the refult of this embaffy, when they faw things 
brought to fo amicable a conclufion, without 
any danger of a civil war, or of bloodfhed. 
Hereupon they facrificed, and gave God thanks, 
after which Jofhua difmifs’d the multitude to 


derftandings 
remov'd, Ver, 
3U, 5%, 33+ 


their feveral homes, while he himfelf took up jofhua takes 


his abode in Sichem. 

In the twentieth year after this, Jofhua be- 
ing being now extremcly old, and too infirm 
for the executing of publick bufinefs, he call’d 


up at Sichem, 
Jofh. xxiv. 
Jofhua ex- 
tremely old. 
He appoints 


a general afflembly of the heads of the cities, a general af- 
the elders, and magiftrates, and as many of fembly, ibid. 


the common ‘people as could be gotten toge- 
ther upon that occafion. At this meeting he 
addrefs’d himfclf to them in a pious and perti- 
nent difcourfe, upon the fubject of God’s in- 
finite mercies and providences towards them : 


their wants and diftrefles, and now advanced 
them at laft, out of the moft defpicable con- 
dition of ignominy, penury, and oppreffion, 
to the higheit degree of reputation and 
plenty. He laid it as an injunction upon 
them for. the future, fo to behave themfelves 
toward that God, that they might not lofe, 
his favour; minding them withal, that they 
had no other way of preferving.themfelves, 
than by leading their lives in the fear and 
love of that’ Almighty power, and in the 
* obfervance of his commandments. He ad- 
jured them alfo, to take thofe his laft words 
and counfels in good part; for he was now 
leaving the world, and could not end his 
“ days better than in the difcharge of that 
“ duty.” 


of his age, having fpent forty of them under 29. 
the difcipline of Mofes, and twenty five years 
more 


*¢ Setting forth, How he had preferv’d them Jofhua upon 


“ all in their calamities, relieved them in all God's ue 
cies ani 


vidence, ibid, 


pro~ 


_ Wu thefe laft words in his mouth he de= pie death of 
parted this life, in the hundred and tenth year Joshua, xxiv. 


FLAVIUS JOSEPHUS of Book V_ 


traction; for they had quite another fort of 
voice and afpceét; and there are fome of their 
bones expoted for a kind of prodigy, even ro this 
day. ‘This town, being a place of contidera- 
tion, Was given to the Leyites, with two thou- 
fand cubits of ground about it; the remaining 
part of the territory belonging to it was con- 
terr’d on Caleb, according to the fore-appcint- | 1.4, 
be 7 ' IS 

ment of Mofes. Now this Caleb was one of Motes foie 
the ipics who had been formerly fent by Mo- A dividend * 
fes into Chanaan, to difcover the land. There of lind a- 

was a dividend given alfo to the fons of Je- mong Je 


Bb x = 7 thro’s chil- 
thro, the Madianite, Mofes’s father-in-law, aa ait 
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more in the adminiftracion, ashis facceffor, al- 
Jofhaa’s cha- rer his death. He was2 niin ot poise pee 
Facker dence, and cndu’d alfo with a fingular OD 
of popular eloquence in expreiling his thoug : ‘3 
brave nd indefatigable in war, and no Ic : 
tuft and dextcrous in peace; and in thort, a 
perfon quality’d tor all great purpotes. He wie 
- bury’d in Thamma 4, a city belonging apa 

Tne death of rribe of Ephraim. Eleazar che high-prictt y 
Elewar the lfo about the fame time, the prietthood co 
high-priey  feending by fucceffion to his fon Phinccs. His 
Jom. x1¥-33+ Fe onlchre ig at this day to be feen in the city 


The war pro- sae the death of Jothua and_Elcazar, who abandon’d their native country to join in 
Gaced As he Pee le confulted Phinces abour God’s far- | the expedition,and to bear their part with the 
ee Dee adventurers in all the difficulties and hazards 


es ther will and pleafure in the proiegtce a a 
Judg.i. 1,¢. War againft the Chanaanites 5 W eens * : 
was, that they fhould go on with it; but tha 
the fovercign command and direction of it 
fhould be committed to the tribe of Judah; 
who engaging that of Simcon to their atfif- 
tance, undertook the war: upon condition, 
that aftera total extirpation of the Chanaanites 
our of the former tribe, the other fhould fee 
the fame thing done in theirs tco, according to 


that example. 


of the war, and of the defart. 

Tuese two tribes took feveral of the Cha- Several Chae 
nanitifh cities upon the mountains; and fome naanitifh ci- 
others upon the plain alfc, near the fea, as tiestaken; as 
Afcalon, and Azotus: but for Gaza and Aca- Bey ony er 
ron, which lay in the flat country, and were Ver. 18._ 
{trong in chariots, which was a defperate way 
of fighting ; thefe cities made good thcir de- 
fence, and {cap’d better than many of their 
neighbours. . 

Tur two enterprizing tribes of Judah and The tribes of 
Simcon, being now grown prodigioutly rich by Judah and 
the fpoil of the war, returned to their poffef- Simeon be- 
fions, laid down theirarms, and betook them fives ro she 
felves to the arts and bufinefs of good husban-~ arts and buf- 
dry andpeace. The Benjamites, to whofe lot nef of peace. 


Jerufalem fell, came to an agreement with # he Benja- 
mites make 








CHAP. IL 
Adenivezce dsfeated, and taken prifoner. Ferti- 
filers befieg’d. Hebron taken. difisal fory 
of a Levite and his wife. A dreadful civil 


war. : : ; 

Ms ; . — the inhabitants, upona compofition, and fo un- ip. people of 
The Chansa- HE Chanaanites were atthis time very|der the prorcétion of tributaries, both fides Jerutalem 
nites march e frong; and waiting with a great army | thought themfelves fecure; the one from yio- tributaries, 


lence, and the other from fedition; and inthis Ver 21- 
profpect of tranquility, they apply’d them- 

{elves to the cultivating of the land under 

their care. The fame thing was alfo done by Other tribes | 
other tribes after the example of the Benja- do the like. 
mites, contenting themfclves upon the fame Ver: 4% &. 
conditions of taxes and tributes, to let the 
Chanaanites enjoy themfelves in peace. 

‘Tue tribe of Ephraim had becn now a long 
while before Bethel, without making any great 
advance toward the taking of it, confidering 
how much time and trouble the fiege had coft 
them; for they made a very obftinate defence 
on the one fide, and the work was as refolute- 
ly carry’d on by the other: butit fo fell out at Bethel be- 
lait, that a townfman of the place fell into the tray’dto the 
hands of the Ephraimites, as he was conveying Iraclites 

* : . : ° by a wile, 
provifion into the city. They treated with him, v.20)? 
and came in the end to an agreement upon oath |? 7?" 
on both fides; the citizen to let them fecretly 
into the town, and the Ephraimites to fave him, 
and his friends and relations upon their enter- 
ing the city, which was performed on both 
parts; the Ephraimites being introduced, the 
citizen and his friends were prejerv’d, but ali 
the reft put to the fword; the Ephraimires 
now remaining mafters of the city. 

Tue hearts of the Ifraelites began now to Thelfraclite: 
foften toward the people of Chanaan, and in- relenttoward 
ftead of extirpating them by the proiecution the Chansa- 
1 of a war, they bethought themfelves rather ™°* 
for bulk, ftature, and countenance, were fo,;how to make advantage of their labour, in 
much differing fromthe ordinary appearance of | planting and tillage, by the good husbandry 
other men, that the very people that faw them, | of an induftrious peace; but their hearts pcing 
could hardly believe them to be of human ex-jfct upon wealth and pleature, they prefently 


gein? the I> nearrhe city of Bezec *, under the command 
reclitess0°<" of Adonibézec, that is to fay, in Hebrew, 
bene. Lord of Bezec, to give the Hraclites battle. 
The thing they moft depended upon for encou- 
ragement and hope of fuccefs, was the Hrae- 
lices difappointment ia the lofs of their gene- 
ral; but the two atorefaid tribes, encounter- 
The Chanaa- ing them, after an obftinate difpute, kill’d 
rites cefeat~ gen rhoufand upon the ipot, and had thechace 
Par ene of the reft. Their leader Adonibezec they 
Ver.4 and tock prifoner, and cut off his fingersand toes ; 
Adonibezee wherein he acknowledged the juft judgment 
taken prifo~ of Godupon him, having formerly ferved fe- 
ner. Vere 5. venty two kings himielf after the fame man- 
ner. They carry’d him off alive, with thefe 
maims upen him, toward Jerufalem, where 
he dy'd, and there they bury’d him: the If- 
raclires, advancing farther after this, ravaged 
the country; taking and deftroying town after 
Siege latd to town, till in the end they laid ficze to Jeru- 
Jersfilem, falem itlelf. They made themfelves matters 
andthelow- GF the lower town, putting all they found in 
er town . : . = 
ken, Ver.§. it to the {word; but for the city: itfelf, that 
ftcod above, what with artificial fortificati- 
ons, the itrength of the walls, and the natu- 
ral jituation of the place, it was fo ftrong, that 
they were fore’d to quit it, and remove to 
The fiege Hebron, which they enter’d by affault, and 
ruisd, a.d cut off all before them, without giving any 
Jebron ta~ quarter. There were found among the flain, 


Pots divers bodies of the race of the giants, which 

















7 Ser. Timnath. Scrah. * Gr. Z:Cixn, and fo Steph. Byzant. reads it. That it fhould be BeCéxn Berkelius has 
fhewn in hisnotes, p: 373. 
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gave up themfelyes to their lufts and appetites, 
without any regard at all to God’s will and 
worfhip, or to the laws and difcipline of their 


athe Hfrac~ anceftors. God, in his wrath, for thefe indig- 
fees difpente nitics gave them to underftand by a prophet, 
with God’s that they had nonce of his commiffion for the 


order, Judg faring of the Chanaanitcs, and that ic would 

arte not be long before they fhould pay dear for 
that unfeafonable mercy, by crucltics they 
fhould fuffer from the Chanaanices themfelves. 
They were ftartled at this remonftrance from 
Heaven, but not enough yet to advance a war 
upon it, Religion being the leaft thing in their 
thought; and as to the matter of any military 
exploit, their luxury had quite unmann’d 
them; befide, the great advantage they made 
of their tribute and labour, was an argument 
fufficiently prevalent ro reftrain them from com- 
mitting any aét of hoftilities againft the Cha- 
naanitcs, A : 


‘arora difo- Tum form of government was depraved, the 


lution of go> authority of the elders flighted, the choice of 


vernment an 
good muah- 
ners. 


the fenators, and other magiftrates, norhing fo 
regular as formerly; but cvery man for ad- 
vancing his own private ends, without any re- 
gard to the goud of the publick. In the courfe 
of this diflolution of government and good 
manners, there happen’d an occafion of a ter- 
rible fedition, which foon after broke forth in- 
to a civil war, and the cafe was this: 

The hiftory Trerr was within the lot of Ephraim, a 
of the be certain Levite, of an ordinary extraction, who 
ae “ marricd a wife of the city of Bethlem, be- 
Joes longing to the tribe of Judah. She was won-~ 
dertully beautiful; and the man had a paf- 
fionate tendernefs for her; but to his great af- 
fliction, fhe made him little or no return o 
his kindnefs, This difagreement begat daily 
difputes, infomuch, that the woman, under an 
impatience of thefe expoftulations, went away 
from her husband in the fourth month after 
they were marricd, to her own parents. ‘The 
husband, out of an ardent affection, follow’d 
her to her father’s houfe, where he was re- 
ceived with all hofpitaliry and refpect, and by 
the mediation of her parents a reconciliation 
made betwixt them: When he had been there 
precifely four days, he propofed upon the fifth 
to be going home again; but friends were loth 
to part, and fo they made ir late before they 
fet our: they went their way, however, he 
and his wife together, with only one fervant, 
and an afs for the woman to ride upon. When 
they had travelled a matter of thirty furlongs, 
and being then not far from Jerufalem, the fer- 
vants advifed them to take up a lodging fome- 
where near hand, before it was ‘too late, to 
avoid the danger of travelling in the night, 
efpecially in an cnemy’s country; befide that 
late hours are fufpicious, even among friends : 
but the husband had no mind to truit himfelf 
among ftrangers, and the city was at that time 
in the pofleffion of the Chanaanites 3; fo that he 
chofe rather to venture twenty furlongs far- 
ther, where he might lodge among his friends 
and allies. ‘Travelling forward to Gaba, a city 
belonging to the tribe of Benjamin, it was fo 
latc, that he was at a lofs for a lodging. It 
happen’d, however, that an ancient man of 
the tribe of Ephraim, coming juft at that time 
our of the country to a houle he had at Ga- 
baa*, faw this man, and ask’d him -what he 
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was, and what made him abroad at fo unfea- 
fonable an hour. He told him that he was a 
Levice, and carrying his wife home with him 
from her father’s to his own houfe, in the lot 
of Ephraim. ‘The old man, out of refpect to 
tribe and confanguinity, and likewife for the 
fake of hofpitality itfelf, took the Levite home 
with him. Some young men of the town ta- 
king notice, it feems, of the Levitc's wife in 
the ftreet, for a very beautiful woman, fol- 
low’d her to the houfe of this ancient man, 
knock’d at the door, and demanded the wo- 
man. ‘The people of the houfe were not able 
to make any conlidcrable oppofition, but the 
old man {par’d for no importunities to perfuade 
them to moderation, and quictly to go their 
ways, Without offering any violence or indig- 
nity to his gueft. All the anfwer he could get, 
was this: Deliver up the woman, and you fhall 
have no farther trouble. ‘The other pleaded 
the relation of a kinfwoman, the wife of a 
Levite, and laid great ftrefs upon the hidcoul- 
nefs of fo brutal an outrage, under fo many 
tender circumftances, againft all che laws ol 
religion, honour, humanity, and common juf~ 
tice. But the gravity of thefe reafonings and 
counfels ferv’d only for matter of derifion, with 
terrible threats in the conclafion, that if he did 
not immediately deliver up the woman, they 
would forthwith cut his throat. When the 
good man found himfelf brought to the dati 
neceffity, either of yielding, or compounding, 
he made them an offer of his own daughter 
in exchange for that ftranger, as the lefs evil 
of the two; for this way he did but facrifice 
the reputation of a private.family, whercas In 


f | violating the rights of hofpitality, he fhould 


have been guilty of an affront upon the publick 

faith of human fociety. But fupplications and 

arguments were to no manner of purpofe with 

men fo peremptorily refolved upon that wo- 

man, and that no other fhould content them, 

In this heat they took her away by force, to The execray, 
their own quarters, where they {pent that whole ble deveues 
night in all manner of beftial liberties, and PY ins to 
then fent her back again next morning. She .ye Tevite’s 
fell into fuch a confufion of thought upon her wife, Judg. 
return, for what had befallen her that night, xix. 25- 
that betwixt fhame and indignation it broke 

the very heart of her. As to her husband’s 

part, ihe looked. upon the wound to be utterly 

incurable, and had not the confidence fo much 

as to look him in the face after it; but as fhe 

came near him, fhe fell down upon the ground The Levite’s 
and died. Her husband took it at firft only ae eee’ 
for an oppreffion of wearinefs for want of fleep 5 f° Png 
or at the worft, but for fome fainting fir; and confafion, 
fo he tried to awake her, and bring her to Ver. 2¢. 
herfelf again, by telling her for her comfort, 

that this violence had not at all derogated from 

the dignity of her unfpotted innocence and 

virtue. But all this came too late; for the 

woman was dead, and the Levire behaved 

himfelf with a wonderful prefence and con~ 

ftancy of mind upon it, confidering the quali-+ 

ty of fo mortal a furprize. He took up the 

body of his dead wife, laid it upon his afs, 

and carried it direétly home with him. Being | 

come to his own houfe, he divided the body The levite 
into twelve parts, to be diftributed among the cuts the body 
twelve tribes, fending to each tribe one of into re 
them. ‘The feveral bearers had their inftruc- £3r\ M6 
the twelve 

J tribes, Judg. 
FELONS xx. 6. 4 
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tions to acquaint the tribes where they went, 
with the whole hittory of this villainy; the 
authors of it, and the barbarous cireumilances 
of the factiefelfii They all agreed the wick~ 
ednets to be fo far beyond example, chat the 
like was never feen or heard of betore. The 
horror, in fhort, of this action, tranfported 
them into fach a rage, thac they immediately 
gather’d together in Siloe betore the taberna- 
cle, with a refolution che firit ching they did, 
to aflaule Gaba. The elders, upon this, put 
a little check to the firft heat, by celling them, 
< That ic would not do well, rathly and un- 
€€ advifedly chus to make war upon their al- 
© lies, without 2 ftrict enquiry firft into the 
merits of the caufe; a thing, they faid, that 
the laws and practices of che [raclites would 
“ nor allow, even coward ftrangers, without 
“ {ome previous embaffy, or treaty to bring 
© the matter itfelf, if poilible, to fome reafon- 
“© able corms of fatistaction, or compofition : 
« Whererore the beit way would be, in pur- 
* fuanece af this legal methed, to fend to the 
“© Gibeoniees to demand che criminals chat 
© Gonimiteed chis infolence 5 who, in cate they 
** give chem up, ought in their own perfons to 
“ bear the punifhment due to their crimes; 


n 


< 


n 


< 


“bur if they refule, vou are chen at liberty to 
‘© do vourfelves right by iorce of arms.” 
Uvos this motien they fent to the Gibco- 
ane nites, co deliver up the proiigate maletactors 
SOF char had commitced this brutal violence upon 
“che Levite’s wife, thar juitice might be done 
“upon them. They demanded thofe individual 
mn, they faid, becaule they would not in- 
volye the publick in a particular caufe. Upon 
the refule, the Gibeonites would not give up 
the raviihers, nor did they think ic honourable, 
p tor tezr of a war, tu fubmit to rules of other 
“s peeple’s preferibing. They wanted neither 
ceurage, skill, nor numbers, they faid; the 
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whole tribe declaring themfelves to be all of 


e-picee, and allofa mind, and refolved to 
siand by one ancther to the lait man in the caufe 
of a common detence. 
= Hraclites were fo difgufted upon the 
tof this anfwer, that they prefently cn- 
into an oath noc to intermarry with the 
senfamin, and to carry on a fiercer 
the Benjamites than ever their fore- 
againit the Chanainites. Upon this 
-v tcok the field, with an army of 
theufand Hehting men. The 
et the Benjamites was twenty five 
and fix hundred, in which number 
¢ Ave hundred left-handed Slingers, 
were all excellent marklmen. The two 
tes douche near Gaba, where the Hraclites 
rcuted by the Beajamites, with the lofs 
wo and twenty thoufand upon the place; 
flzughter had been much greater, if 
mght hud nut parted them; the Ifraelites 
urting to the body of their army in a con- 
n, upon the fenfe of this difaiter, while 
‘ amites went back ayzin tu the city in 
riumph. It came again to a fecond battle rhe 
next day, when the Hraclites loit cighreen thou- 
fand men more; and thefs two defeats ftruck 
opel them with fuch a terror, that they quitted their 
more upon 3 cump, and moved a little way of to Bethel, 
‘econd barrie, where they {pent the next day in tatting and 
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prayer, befeechingAl mighty God, by the mouth 
ot Phinees the high-pricit, that he would be 
Pleafed, attcer the judgment of two fuch over~ 
throws, to put a ttop to the courfe of his high 
ditpleafure, and grant them victory over their 
enemics. 

Tere prayers being heard, anda favour- 
able anfwer return’d to them by the fame pro- 
phet, they divided their army into two bodies 3 
one halt they planted in certain ambufhes about 
the city, while the other ttood drawn up in 
readinets to give the encmy battle. The I 
raclites, upon the firft charge, gave way, not 
that they were not able to ftand the theck, 
bat, in truth, with a defign to draw the Ben- 
Jamutes farther off from the town; fo that the 
Ifraclices by little and little loft ground ; and 
{till as they retreated, the other, in proportion, 
preffed fo much the harder upon them; info- 
much, that the people of the town looked up- 


on it as an abfolute defeat, and cime trooping The I 
out, young and old, wirhout any doubt of a raclites diay 
When the the Benj.- 


victory, to take part of the fpoil. 

Benjamites were gotten far enough from home, 

and within reach of che ambuth, the Ifraelites 

faced about, rallied and charged, giving the 

fignal at the fame time to their companions, to 

tall upon the rear. This furprize put the Ben- 

jamices into fo defperate a ftreight, that they 

were forced torctire into a bottom, where they 

Were furrounded and kil’d with darts at a 

dittance, like fo many beafts in a toil; only 

a feleét body of fix hundred refolute men cut Only fix hun 

their way through the middle of the encmics dred of them 

troops, up to a mountain there at hand, where ¢fape to the 

they pofted theinfclyes for the prefent, and fo Yo." 

efcaped. All the reft perifhed, to the number Five and 

of about five and twenty thoufand men. The twenty tho. 

Ifraclites, after this, burnt Gaba, fparing nei- fand ae 

ther men, women, nor male children; and they yor yas” 

did the like too in feveral other of the Ben- | > °*" *” 

Navy, to fuch a degree did the 

rage they had conccived in this quarrel tranf- 

port them, that they fent twelve thoufand men 

againft * Jabes, a city of Gilead, who took Jabes taken, 

the town, and put all in it to the fword, men, and all putw 

women, and children, fave only four hundred the tword, 

virgins; and all this barely for refufing to join ee 

with the Ifraclites againft the Benjamites. gins, Judg. 
Turs was the bloody cvent of the refent- xxi. ic, 1, 

ment and revenge that the Ifraclites executed 12. 

upon the Benjamites for the abufe of a woe 

man, carried to a more outrageous height 

by the lofs they fuftained in the two firft days 

engagements, But when they came in cold 

blood to refleét on the calamitics they had 

brought upon their brethren the Benjamites, 

they, in fome degree, repented of what they 

had done, that tribe being in a manner cut off 

from the main body. Upon the whole matter, 

they propofed a faft, but not as confcious of 

having done an unjuft thing in punifhing the 

breach of the law. In this tendernefs of thought 

they fent commiffioners to invite the fix hun- $3, pundred 

dred men back again, who were fled into the Benjamites 

mountains, where they found them upon a rock invied 

called Rhoa, in the defart. Thefe minifters 380" oun 

condoled with them, not for their own mifery ine V. 

alonc, but for that of their relations and friends, 

advifing them to bear their lot like men, re- 

turning to their community, and as much as in 


mites Into an 
ambuth, Ver, 
Apes 
3E-55- 








them 
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them lay to prevent the utter extermination of | raclites being now quite gone over from the 
that tribe, which would be the confequence of ftudy and practice of arms, to the rural em- 
withdrawing them{clves from the fellowhhip. ployments of tillage and agriculture, the Cha 
Thefe commitlioners told them withal, that | naanites made advantage of this degenerate 


for their lands and cattle, every thing thould 

be reftored, and themfelves put in poticfiion as 

before. Thefe men could not but contefs them~- 

ielves to have been in the wrong, and acknow- 

ledged the righteous judgment of God in what 

they had fuffered, and fo returned to their obe~ 

dience, and totheir cribe, upon this invitation. 

‘Tue next queftion was, how to provide 

them wives, the Iraclites having bound them- 

felvcs by an oath, before the war, not to marry 

any of their daughters into the tribe of Ben- 

jamin. Some would have the oath to be a nul- 

dity, as being made rafhly in a fit of paffion, 

without any previous confideration or judg- 

ment. Others were of opinion, that the very 

neceilicy difcharged the oath, and that it would 

not be jo pleating to God to hazard a whole 
tribe, as to difpenfe with fuch an obligation 3° 

alledging perjury, in cafes of extraordinary 
necclity, without malice prepenfe, to be no 

iin; but the elders would not endure any 
thought of perjury, under what cover or coun-. 

The four TeRANCE foever: they had provided wives al- 
hundred vir- Y¢ady for tour hundred of the fix, out of the 
gins given in Virgins that were taken at Jabes; and for the 
eT ed remaining two hundred, one of the fenators 
ee oitered this expedient for the doing of the bu- 
Judy. xxi. 14. lincis, without itraining an oath. 3 
“ Here is, fays he, a cuftomary folemniry. 
ot a publick feftival that is celebrated thrice 
a year in Siloe, and our wives and daugh- 
ters are commonly part of the company. 
Leave the Benjamites upon this o¢cafion at 
liberty to feize, and take to wife as many; 
of the virgins as they can catch, without 
your interpoling your authority, either for 
or againft it. if the fathers fhall complain, 
and appeal for juftice, the anfwer. will be 
fhort, that they fhould have took more care; 
of their daughters, and that the Ifraclites 
ought not to profecute their refentment 
againit their brethren the Benjamites any 
tarther, having taken too fevere a revenge 
Wives pro- “on them already.” Upon this motion it 
vided for the was agreed, that the Benjamites fhould be 
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coe a connived at, in providing themfelves of wives 
Penumires atter this manner by force. The folemnity 
enjansire 


byaturprize, being now at hand, the two hundred men that 
Ver.20, 21, wanted wives, planted themfelves about the. 
a town in vincyards, and corners out of fight, 
by two and three, and fuch numbers as they. 
thought fit, to watch for the coming of the. 
virgins. As the virgins came fporting along, 
not appris’d of any delign againft them, the. 
Benjamites took their opportunity, and fallied. 
out amongft them; every man feizing one for 
his wife, and carrying her off to his own‘in- 
heritance, where they made it their bufinefs, 
by induftry and good husbandry, to cftablith 
-themtelves happily in the world yet once again. 
By this mcans, and by the prudence of the If- 
raclites, was the tribe of Benjamin recovered 
out of a hopelefs condition, and came foon 
alter into a flourifhing citate, both for wealth, 
people, and power. 

‘Tis was the end of the war with the Ben- 
Jamites; nor were the affairs of the ehildren 
of Dan in a much bettcr pofture. 


Ver. 23. 


The end of 
the Benja- 
miltes war, 


The If ! 


change of humour, and in contempt of the 
people entercd into a formed confederacy 
againft them; not that they were apprchenfive 
of any danger from them, or hurt they could 
do them at prefent, but in,hopes of reducing 
them fo low, that they fhould never be able 
to give them any farther trouble’ for the time 
to come. They made mighty levies of men, 
and provifions of chariots; trained up their 
people to martial difcipline 5 befides that, they 
had already drawn over to them, Afcaloe and 
Accaron, from the tribe of Judah, and fevcral 
cities of the plains; infomuch, that the Da- 
nites were forccd up to the mountains for fanc- 
tuary, and not one foot of ground in the cam- 
paign that they could call their own. Their 
circumftances, briefly, were fuch, that they 
were neither ftrong cnough to do themfelvcs 
right by war, nor had they land enough for 
their people to fubfift upon in a ftate of peace 5 
wherefore they fent five of their people into 
the inland countries to find out fome commo-~ 
dious place of refidence, where they might 
plant and fettle. ° When thefe commiffioners 
had travelled a matter of a day’s journcy trom 
the great plain of Sidon, and were advanced 
as far as Mount Libanus, and the head of the 
Icficr Jordan, they found themfelves in a fruit- 
ful and well-conditioned country, and gave 
their tribe an account of their opinion of the 
place, who forthwith march’d with their army 
direétly thither; building a city there, by 
the name of Dan, fo called from one of the 
fons of Jacob of that name, from whence the 
whole tribe alfo had its appellation. 
Te. Ifraelitcs were at this time fo abandon- The If- 
ed to floth and luxury, and fo unconcerned acres Ice: 
ey af; . . nerated Dotan 
about religion and bufinefs, that all their affairs jy peligion | 
went to wreck upon it; the government loofe, 


The Danites 
forced for 
fanctuary to 
the moun- 
tains. 


The Danires 
plant at the 
head of the 
Jordan. 


and manners, 
and out of. frame; men lived without any re- Judg.iii4--7- 
ftraint either of fhame or of law; the cor- 

ruptions of the Chanaanites, like a ftrong inun- 

dation, overwhelming them every where with- 

out controul. 








CHAP. IIL. 


Chufarth fubdues the Tfraelites, aud keeps thenz 
eight years in fubjection. 
‘HIS general defection’ was fo provo- The juft 
king in the fight of God, that the Ifrae- judgment of 
lites, being left to themfelves by a total diffo- G°4 BPO” 
7 2 ope ae the Ifraclites 
lution of piety, difcipline, and good manners, for their cor- 
put a fhort end to all the hopes and pretences of ruptions in 


happinefs, ‘thar with much toil and induftry manners and 
they had been fo longa raifing. While they eee 


were in this abandon’d ftate of loofene{s and 
debauchery, Chufarth*, the king of the Affy- 
rians made war upon them; kill’d them a 
great many men in battle, feiz’?d their towns, 
fome by force, others by treaty, and laid héa- 
vy taxes upon the people; plaguing them, in 
fine, with all kinds of indignities whatfoever. 
‘This was the wretched ftate they. were in for 
eight years; after which time they were de- 
liver’d out of the hands of their oppreflors 
after the following manner. 





* Scrip. Chufhan Rifhathaim, king of Mefopotamia. 
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CHAP. IV. 
Kens delivers the [fractites out of their bondage. 
HERE was one Kenaz, of the tribe of 
Judah; a man of fenfe, bulincts, and 
This perfon being animated by a 


Kena, 2 _ 
ereat man of 


See 
ae pe courage. 


udah. ‘ As es 
Ji the fon fecret impulfe from heaven to make foe 
of Kena7, ‘and generous attempt, for the relief of th 


of their diftrets, 


Hebrews in this extremity 1 res 
tew of his 


communicated the privacy to fome 
particular friends, whom he knew to n 
of honour and refolution, and ditlatisfied with 
the prefene ftate of things. Upon concerting 
the matter they came to this conclution, that 
the L i 1 
the Hebrews, mutt be the furprizal of the 
Kearde- kine’s guards, and putting the garrifon to the 
irovs the — fyword. This was agreed upon, and accord- 
ins'SS¥8TCS Inaly executed: and the fucceds of this exploit 
eave fuch a reputation, and brought fo many 
over to his intereft and party, that in a fhort 
time he gave the Affyrians a fair battle ; routed, 
and beat them over the Euphrates, and conte- 
quently fer the people ar liberty who in ac- 
knowledgment ot the obligation they had to 
Kenaz tor their deliverance, by the means ot 


Tadg. iii. 9. 








his bravery and conduct, made him a pretent of 


ww. the government, which he accepted of, and 
mior when he had ruled them forty vears in the qua- 
lity of a judge, he ended his lite in the fame 


my *  ftatton. 
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7 Elin 
¥ che death of Kenaz, the Ifraelitcs were 
lett once again without ahead ; and then 
as they fell more and more off from their du- 
tv ta God, and the laws, they were {till more 
and more expofed to treth and greater afflic- 
tions. Their converfation was fuch, that Eg- 
lon himfelt, the king ot the Moabites, had them 
in contempt for their want cven of policy and 
order, and this very cenlideration encourag’d 
him tomake warupon them. In one word, he 
Hglon worfs yGrted them upon feveral encounters, and 
a * humbled them to that degree, that he made 
; them his tributaries: after which, he remov’d 
his court to Jericho, and tor cighteen ycars 
fucecifively emitted nothing of rigour or op- 
** pretfion that might make the people mifer- 
dle, even to the degree almott cf flarving 






Mm ieveraic 





hem. Bucir pleafed God at latt, in compaffion 
to their fufferings, and in mercy to their pray- 
crs, to deliver them trom the tyranny of the 
Mioabites, by this means: 

THERE was a certain young manthat dwelt 
at Jericho; the fon of Gera, of the tribe of 
Eenjamin, and his name Jodes*. He was a 
vigorous and a daring man, of a robuft force of 
body, and had both hands at command, if not 
the lefe the better of the two. He was of a 
make, intine, for any bold and hazardous un- 
dertaking. "Phis Jodes order’d the matter fo 
as to meke himfelt familiarly known to Eglon, 
by the means of prefents, and other court-of- 


FLAVIUS JOSEPHUS of 


knew to be men. 


firtt thing to be done toward the caling of 














c Livachtes cpprets'd ky Ezlon, and deliver'’d by 





Book V. 


ena 

ices; infomuch that his particular favour with Jodes a Bea. 
the king had made hima great many friends ae #mite, cur. 
court. “Being one day to make the king a pre~ Wh Bein, 
tent, he came attended with two fervants, ha- king ofthe 
ving girded a fhort poniard upon his right Mouabires, 
thigh, which he concealed under his clothes, Ver. 47. 
out of fight; and in this manner of addrets 
he was admitted to the king. This was in 
the heat of the fummer, and the middle of the 
day; none of the guards ftirring, and mott 
people being retir’d to dinner. When this 
young man had made his prefent, the king be- 
ing withdrawn into a cool place of retreth- 
ment, Jodes fignity’d to him that he hact 
fomething of importance that requircd privacy 
tO communicate to him; whereupon the king 
{ent away his fervants out of the prefence, be- 
ing himfelf feated upon his throne. Jodes was 
all chis while in pain, tor fear of miffing his 
atm when he came to do the execution. So 
that to give the king occafion to rife, chat he 
might have the fairer opportunity to dilpatch 
him, he cold him that he had fomewhat to 
fay to him trom God Almighty, about a cer- 
tain dream of his. The king hada kind of 
impatient curiofity upon him, to hear what it 
was, and fo ftanding up to hearken to it, Jodes 
inthat very inftant plung’d a dagger into his 
heart, and forthwith went his way, fhutting 
the doors after him, and leaving the dagger 
in the wound. The king’s fervants were itill 
and filent all this while, tor fear of waking 
the king, who they fuppofed might be afleep. 

Jopes upon this, imnicdiately gave private 
intelligence to the inhabitants of Jericho, 
that he had kill’d the king, in order to the fet- 
ting of the people at liberty. The news was 
to welcome tothem, that they fent their trum- 
pets immediatcly upon it.all over the whole 
country; this being their way of calling the 
people together. It wasa long time before the 
king’s fervants difcover’d the matter; but to- 
ward evening fome of them apprchending fome 
accident more than ordinary, enter’d the fum- 
mer-parlour, and there lay the king dead, 
which was fo furprizing a {peétacle, that it 
ftruck themall dumb and fenfelefs. The guards 
were prefently fent for; but the Ifraclites, in 
zreat bodies broke in upon the palace, before 
they could be drawn together. Some they 
xill’d in the firft heat; others, to the number 
of ten thoufand, made away to the river, to- 
ward the country of Moab; but the Ifraclitcs 
having prepoflefled themfclves of all the fords 
and pailes, intercepted them in their flight 5 
fo that they were wholly cut off, withour fo 
much as one man of them getting over. By The Hebrews 
this means the Hebrews fhook off the yoke of fhake off the 
the Moabites; and Jodes, for an acknowledg- ee 
ment, had the honour of the government con- Ver oha0 
terr’d upon him by the people ; in which of- j 


Todes Rubs 
Ezlon,V. 21 


And makes 
his efcape to 
Jericho. 


The death of 

fice, atthe end of cighty years adminiftration, Jodes, after 

he died. He wasaperfon, that over and above <ighty yeas 
i H é : >, adminifira- 

the merit of this generous exploit, deferv’d fo. 

upon feveral other accounts to have his name 

and memory celebrated to poiterity. Sangar +, Sangar fuc- 

the fon of Anath, fucceeded him, who died ceeds him, 


within the firft year of his government. and dies in 
Z = the firft year 


—_—_—-—-—  - of his govern 


* Scrip. Ehud, 7 Scrip. Shamgar. 


ment, V. 31 
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CHAP. VI. 


The Ifraciites pafs from one flavery to another, 
and are deliver’d in the conclufion by Deborah 
and Barak. 


The I (HE Ifraclites, norwithftanding the ca- 
raclites har- lamities they had fuffered, were not 
den’d in their ehoreby reclaim’d, but continuing in the evil 
niques. of their ways, added iniquity to iniquity, in- 
Jes tirely forfaking the worfhip of God, and alto- 
gcther acting in difobedience to his laws and 
commandments; infomuch, that before they 

were well quit of one flavery, they fell into 

another 3 as upon this revolution they only ex- 

Only chang-- chang’d the tyranny of Eglon, the king of the 
ing their mal- Moabites, for that of Jabin, king of the Cha- 
ee Soe naanites, who was their next mafter. This 
3 Jabin kept his court at Azor, upon the lake 


in, Ver. 2. 

Tebin’s army Samachonitis, having an army in pay of * 
of three thrce hundred thoufand foot, ten thoufand 
hands horfe, and three thoufand chariots +, under the 
fot, ren = COMMand of Sifera, a great favourite of the 
thoufind  king’s, for the fervices he had done in redu- 
horfé, and cing the Ifraclices, whom he worfted upon fe- 


three thou-  Veral encounters from time to time, and would 
fand chariots, 


under the never give over the purfuir, till he brought 
command of them at laft to be abfolute flaves and tributa- 
Sifera. rics to his mafter. When they had languifhed 
‘The ff out a matter of twenty years in this fcanda- 


ites abfo- . . . 
se ee lous fervitude, without daring fo much as to 


the Cha- open their mouths againit their oppreflors, (God 
naanites, in his providence having thought fit to continuc 
Ver. 3- thefe judgments upon them for their impiery. 


and ingratitude,) they came at laft to fome 

fort of repentance, and to a conviction, thar 

thefe miferics had befallen them as a juft pu-. 

- nifhment for their contempt of the laws of their 
forefathers. Under this fenfe of their condi- 

tion, they went to a famous prophetcfs called 

Deborah, a Deborah, (in Hebrew a bee,) defiring her in- 
propiee terceffion on their behalf, that God would be 
Ver.4, Pleated in mercy to forgive them, and_refcuc 
them out of the hands of their crue]. Chanaa- 

nitifh perfecutors, At her mediation, God was 

prevailed upon to promife them a deliverance, 


Barak made and made choice of Barak, of the tribe of 
Wephthali, for the inftrument, as general of 


general, 


Ver. 6--9. the army, to work their deliverance. So De- 


borah fent for Barak, (which word in Hebrew. 


fignifies lightcning,) and order’d him to march 
direétly toward the enemy, with a body of 
ten thoufand choice men, that number, though 
fall, being fufficient, fo long as providence 
had undertaken for the fuccefs. Barak expof- 
tulated the matter with Deborah, flatly refu- 
fing to meddle with the command, unlefs fhe 
herfclf would go along with him. To which 
5 Deborah replying with fome heat and refent- 
ment, faid, “ And arc not you a doughty cap- 
““. rain now, to transfer the honour of a com- 
“ mand to a woman, when God has given it 
“to yourfelf! But however, fays fhe, I fhiall 
** not decline the office.” So they drew out 
their number, and pitched their tents upon 
Mount Tabor, Sifera, by the king’s order, 
marching out to meet them. ‘The two armies 
Jay encamped one within fight of another; but 








the Ifraclites were ftruck with fuch a terror at 
the infinite odds of the enemy in number, that 
both general and foldiers were once upon the 
very point of retreating, without fo much as 
ftriking a blow; but upon Deborah’s affurance 
that it was the caufe of God, and that he him- 
fclf would affift and bring them off, they were 
prevail’d upon to ftand the fhock of a battle. 
‘The armies were no fooner engag’d, but there The armies 
arofe a violent wind, with a moft impetuous “™ssge, and 
tempeft of rain and hail along with ir|]. his A 0S ies 
ftorm driving jult in the face of the Chanaa- face of the 
nites, madc their bows and their flings ufelefs Chanaanites, 
to them, and fo for other weapons for a clofe dcfiveys 
fight ; for they could not fo much as open their 

cyes againft the weather, and their fingers were 

fo benumb’d with cold too, that they could 

not handle their fwords. Now the Ifraclitces, 

with this tempeft at their backs, had all advan- 

tages on the one hand, without the inconve- 

niencies on the other; befide the encourage~ 

ments given them by fo fignal a manifeitation 

of God’s efpoufing their caufe. It came to this 
in the conclufion, that the Chanaanitcs army The Cha- 
was broken, difpers’d, and cut to pieces; fo Beites cut 
that betwixt thofe that fell by the fword, thofe FP SG” 
that were trampled to death under the horfes ~" * 
fect, thofe that were torn to pieces by the cha~ 

riots, and thofe that fled away, and fellinto the 

hands of the Iraclites in their flight, this pro- 

digious ‘army was in effeét totally deftroy’d. 

Sifera finding the day irrecoverably loft, and Sifera flies, 
his men flying every where before the encmy, #74 takes | 
he leap’d from his chariot, and betook him- Cary in. 
{elf to the houfe of one Jacl a Kenitc, for Jacl, Ver.175 
fanétuary ; who receiv’d him with a counte- 18. 

nance of readinefs to do him a good office. 

Sifera was quite {pent with the toil and fatigue 

of the day, and calling for fomewhat to drink, 

Jacl. brought him a draughe of four milk, - 

which he drank very heartily, and fo fell'afleep. He lays him- 
When Jael found that.fhe had him ‘faft and flf Bory te 
fure, fhe took a hammer, with an- iron nail, iad Mead 
and drove it into his temples, fhewing him for jail into his 
a fpeétacle to the Ifraclites that came'to l6ok temples, Ver. 
after him, where fhe had pinn’d him to the 2!- 
ground. ‘This made good Deborah’s prefage, 

when fhe told Barak that a woman fhould have 

the honour of a title to the victory. Barak 

after this march’d with the army toward Azor, Barak pur- 
where he encounter’d Jabin by the way, and fies Jabin to 
flew him. The king being kill’d, Barak laid A70", and 
the city leve]. with the ground, and afterward Ver. 24.” 


govern’d Ifrael for a matter of forty years.. Barak de- 

: ftroys Azor, 
: and reigns 
about forry 
years. 








CHA'P.: VIL 
The Madianites, with the Amalekites and Ara~ 
biaus, barrafs the Ufraclites for fever years. * 


EBORAH and Barak died much about The death of 
atime, and ic was not long after, when Deborah and 
the Madianites enter’d into an aflociation with nea ai 
the Amalekites and the Arabians againft the jirec oid the: 
Ifraelites; marched with an army againft chem, Amalekites 
fought, and overcame them, deftroying the and Arabians 
fruits of the ground, and carrying away their again the 
cattle, with a great booty. At this rate they cine them to. 
the moun- 
tains for re- 


* See Bochart’s Hierozoic, Part-I. lib. ii. c. 9. p.156. Ed, Lond: te fuge, Judg.vi. 
t{ The Scripture, Judg. iv. 3. maketh mention of no more than nine hundred chariots of iron. ° 
|i The Scripture does not recite this circumftance, but only fays, Judg.iv. 15. And the Lord difcomfited Sifera, 

and all his chariots, and all his hoft, with the edge of the fword before Barak, &c. . 

Oo harrafs’d 


FLAVIUS JOSEPHUS of Book V. 


** the foldiers drinking. Thole who lic down 

“upon the bank, and compofe themfelvcs to 

“* drink at Icifure, you may depend upon to 

“ be for your purpofe, and men of courage; 

* but tor them who fcoop up the water in their 

hands, and drink in a harry, they have the 

** fear of an enemy in their hearts, and there’s 

“" no trufting to them.” Gideon did as he 

was order’d, and found but bare three hundred Only three 
of the former fort in the whole army, who hundred of 
drank out of the hollow of their hands 4, sie vee 
Without ftaring about them. With this fmall a Ver he 
detachment of three hundred men, God com- 7 
manded Gideon to attack the enemy in che 

night; to which end he pofted himfelf upon 

the fide of the river, the day before the ex- 

ploit was to be put in execution, and not with- 

out great apprehenfions what might be the iffue 

of that enterprize. T’he voice, upon this dit 

fidence, bad him take a foldicr with him, and 

{teal over that night to the camp of the Ma- Gideon fez, 
dianites, where he thould learn fomewhat thar OVeF fo the 
thould put him in heart again. He went as net - 
he was bid, and taking a foldicr along with eo ged 
him, they itole fottly to one of the enemy’s 

tents, (where they were yct waking,) and there 
over-heard a foldier telling his comrade of a He over- 
ftrange dream he had. |“ Methought, fays he, aaa a: 
“e iy ona § e 

I faw a barley loat, (the coarfeft of all ofa ntS 
“* grains, and not fit for a man to eat,) come dream,V.i3. 
“© tumbling into the camp, where it over-ran 
“all the tents that {tood in the way; the 
“* king’s tent in the firft place, and fo the reft 
“* indifferently one after another.” ‘* Well, 

“* fays this dreamer’s fellow-foldicr, and what Ver, 14. 

“¢ can this overturning of all the tents fignify, 

“* but the total deftrucétion of our army? Bar- 

“* ley is, as yop fay, the coarfeft of grains; 

: : : 

“and fo are the Hraelites the vileft and the 

““ moft abject af all the people in Afia. Gideon 

“is now at the head of an army againtt us, 

“and I am atraid that the barley loaf over- 

‘* throwing our tents, prognofticates Gideon’s 

“* overrunning us with his Ifraclitifh army.” 

Upon the good omen of this dream, Gideon Gideon draws 
returned prefently to his people, full of hope @ good omen 
and comfort at the prefage; and his men were a ne 
no lefs animated upon the hearing of it; for oft Ver. 15, 
they put themfelves immediately in readinefs 

for the word of command, toward any ha- 

zardous adventure whatfocver. 

Axsovur the tourth watch Gideon advanced And advances 
toward the enemy, with his little army in three againit ent 
divifions, a hundred men in each, and every ee ee 
man carrying an empty pitcher, with a burn- fions, of a 
ing lamp in it, to the end that they might fall hundred in 
upon them at unawares, before thcy could be each, Mar 
difcover’d 3 and they carried likewife in their Pee 
right-hands, rams horns, which ferved them fam decN. ie, 
for trumpets. The enemy had fuch a multi- : 
tude of camels, and fo many feveral nations 
in their diftinét lodgments, that the camp muft 
necds take up a huge content of ground, but 
till one common line enclofing the whole. 

Upon the Hebrews approach toward the ene= 
my, it was given them in command, that upon 
the fignal ot founding trumpets, and breaking 
pitchers, they fhould make a fally with fhouts, 
5 1 and their lamps in their hands, as to an aflurcd. 
parching heat oft the fun at mid-day, and victory, by the bleffing of God upon Gidcon +. 
make your obfervations upon the manner of They acted according to thcir order, and by 
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harrafs’d them for jull teven years together, 
torcing them from the plains to the mountains 
for reiuge, where they digy’d themielyes 
vaults and caves, partly for the fecurity ol 
their perfons, and partly for the conecalment 
of whac ftores and provilions they were able 
to fave trom the hands of the encmy. Now 
the Madianites were well cnough content to 
let the Ifraclites till the ground in the wintcr, 
when they themfelves were fure to reap the 
truits of cheir labours in the tollowtng fummicr. 
By thefe means the Iraclites were reduced to 
the utmolt penury, and no hope of relief lett 
them in this their ttarving extremity, but 
prayers and fupplications to God Almighty, 
which were itll their lat refuge. 
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CHAP. VHI. 


Gilon i,cucs the Sfractites out of the hands of 
: the Maduinites. 


Virid T happen’d one time, that 2s Gideon the 
fon of Jafus, * and a principal man in the 

tribe of Manati¢s, was threfhing a little corn 

by ttealth, at a wine-prefs, which he durit nor 
Venture to doin a publick place, tor fear ot 

s- difcovery, there appeared a vilion to him in 





the ngure of a young man, who greeted him 
asa happy perfon, and exceedingly in God’s 
favour. “ One would hardly think fo, fays 
** Gideon, of a man under my circumftances, 
“© char isublig’d to makea pretsto do the office 
“or a loer.’ The apparition bad him have 
agood heart, and immediately fer his thoughts 
to works how: he might deliver his country, 
‘Alas, favs Gideon, tt is impoilible for me to 
© do anv thing towards ic; cur cribe is the 
at of uny, and nor able to furnith a fut 
number cf men tor fuch an attempre; 
1 am Dut a young man, and not of 
and cxpericnce encugh to manage 
detign.” The apparition made him 
‘ * ‘That whatever he fell fhort in, 
“ God would tupply 5; and that if he would 
© Dut frankly take upon him the command of 
“a body of men, the Ifraclites fhould gain a 
victory under his conduct.” Gideon com- 
municated this affair, with all the circumftances, 
to fome young men of his acquaintance, who 
aferibed fo much ro the authority and credit 
ci this revelation, that they had prefently an 
-army or ten thoufand choice men in readinefs 
*torun any hazard tor the common caufe. 
WuiLc this was in agitation, the voice of 
God ipoke to Gideon again in a dream, in 
; words to this effect: * it is but natural for 
ar “* Sioth and blood to overween, and tor men 
to value themfelycs, upon the providential 
Operations of an Almighty power, as the 
cHects of their own force and wifdom, 
e{pecially when the work may feem to be 
brought about purcly by the mediation of 
commen caufes. But to thew you now, fays 
we. the voice, thar victory is influenced from 
above, and that the arm of Acth is nor able 
to do any thing without a divine affiftance, 
take your army to the river Jordan, in the 





















ce 





Nictory is 





¥ Scrip. Jouwh + The Scrip: 5: : : th hi 
BeAgets Saar ge 7 The -cripture, Judg. vit 5,6, and >. calleth ic lapping of the water with his tongue, as 
mie EPS = The word given vy, as, The fword of the Lord and o: Gideon, Judg. vii. 22. 
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2 Sm. 


Chap. VI. 


Inthe fright this ftratagem the enemy were ftruck with fo 
sfrhe far-, judicial a confternation,. betwixt fleeping and 
pei ethey fll Woking, (che horror of the night aftrighting 
foul up the imagination too) that being in the dark, 
mople, Judg. in a medley of feveral languages, and undera 
fi terror that knows no difference betwixt friend 
and foc, they fell foul in the confufion, upon 
one another; every man taking him who was 
next him for an enemy.. There was, in fine, 
a prodigious flaughter ; but the greatcft cxccu- 
tion incomparably was done by them one upon 
another. 

So foon as the fame of this notable defeat 
came to the cars of the reit of the Mraelites, 
they prefently fent out armed troops to all the 
difficult pafles upon the mountains, rivers, and 
torrents, to obftruét and cut off their retreat, 


yil. 22- 


The Hime) putting all to the {word they could lay hand 
lier Prvord, OD, and two kings, Orcb and Zeb, among the 
Ovband | reft. But for the remainder, to the number. 


zch among of fome eighteen thoufand men, that had made 
the rel, a fhift to get off in a body under the command 


eke fs of their proper officers, thofe troops pofted 
themiclves as far from the Ifraclitces camp as 
they could. Gideon’s troops had been extreme~ 
ly harrafs’d in the late aétion, but this did not 
yet hinder him from prefling this party of the 
encmy upon the rear, and engaging them foon 
euin ofthe after with his wholearmy. In this encounter, 
Madimites, he put them to an abfolute rout, deftroying the 
ad their ~~ whole body of them to a man, and taking 
fe ana tberr two leaders, the princes, Zebin - and 
deidand Hezarbon, prifoners. There were flain of the 
twenty thou- Madianites and their affociates, in thefe cn- 
find men, counters, near onc hundred:and twenty thou- 


Jadg I and men; to fay nothing of the booty in 

gold, filver, rich ftuffs, camels, affes, &c. 
Gideon puts. thar tell to the Hebrews. When Gideon came 
£0 a “hin afterward into his own native country of E- 
tee phraim, he put to death the two kings of the 
1 Madianites above mentioned: but the tribe of 


bon, Ver. 21. u Ce O 
The tribe of Ephraim, out of an envy to the glory of his 


Ephraim .. atchievements, had a great mind to pick a 
pres tc quarrel with him for engaging in a publick act 
geonanE- of hoftiliry, being a member of that_ tribe, 


phraimite for without their privity and confent: infomuch 
fighting with- char they were juft upon the point of making 
oe the PS war uponhim. But Gideon, whobeing a man 
of modefty and prudence, as well as bravery, 
diverted the ftorm by telling them that this was 


fent, Ver. 1- 
Gideon . 
pleads that it God’s war, and not Gideon’s; for what he 


ce nots did he was commanded to do, and that the ho- 

Vor2,3.. nour of the victory was theirs ftill, though the 
labouring part of the a€tion fell by providence 
tohislot. ‘The foftnefs and difcretion of thefe 
words was more worth to the Hebrews than 
the defeat; for it prevented the great mifchief 
of acivil war, which was then ready to break 
out. But thisinvidious fpiteful cavil coft them 
dear in the conclufion, as we fhall fee hereaf- 

é ter in its proper place. ; 

roe Wuewn Gidcon had fet his country at libcr- 

downhwe ty, he would fain have difcharged himfelf of 

commifion, his commiffion; but the people were fo unani- 


butthe peo- moufly refolved not to part with him, that he 
peer hun was forced to continue it; which he did for 
it, Ver. 22,23, the fpace of forty years, exercifing all the parts 
Hegoverned Of a careful ruler over them, in preferibing 
fortyyears laws, adminiftring juftice, deciding contro- 
Hu verfics, and doing right betwixt man and man 
dutkand ae acquitting himfelf upon the whole, with the 
tice, Ver.2§, Character of this reputation, that no man eycr 
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his brothers, fave only Jothan *, who flipt our 
of the way, fo that thcy could not find him. 


feffed himfelf of the government, he knew no 
other law than that of his own will and plea- 
fare, profefling an open enmity to juftice itfelf, 
and all its abettors; neither was he himfelfr 
fe hateful to all good men than they were to He makes his 

im. 


folemnity in Sichem, and a vaft number of peo- 
ple gathered together there, that Jothan, (who 
had made an efcape, as we faid,) upon this fef- cain Garizim, 
tival, was got up to the top of the mountain 
Garizim which overlooks Sichem: and thence 
called out aloud to the multitude, defiring on- 
ly their patience for afew words he had to fay. 
They put themfelves prefently into a pofture 
of attention; and the {peech was to this effect. 
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complained of, or appealed from his f{entence. 
He livedroa great age, and was buried in his His death, 
own country at Ephraim. er. 3a. 








CHAP. ix. 


Lhe tyranny and death of Abincelech. Ifrael er- 
Sluved by the Ammonites and Philipines. Feph- 
tha fets them free; overthrows the Ephraintites ; 
and after the death of Fothan, Afpan, Elez, 
and Abdo, govern Ifrael. 


C; IDEON had feventy legitimate fons by Gideon had 
W feveral wives; and by Druma, his con— feventy legi- 
cubine, one natural fon, whofe name was Abi- atau 
melech. This Abimelech, after the death of jrch bu his. 
his father, went to Sichem, to the relations of concubine, 
his mother, who was:born there. They fup— Ver 39, 31 
plied him with money; and Abimelech finding: 
them to be men for his turn, and lewd and 
defperate enough to adventure upon any thing, 
let it be never fo hazardous or wicked, he 
ftraight returned to his father’s houfe, taking a 
cabal of thefe profligate wretches along with 
him. His firft exploic there wasto murder all Abimelech 
killed all his 
brothers bur 
Jothan ; who 
makes his 
efcape, 
Judg. ix. 5. 
He feizes the 
government, 


Ver. 6. 


When Abimelech had once by this means pof- 


will his law. 


Ir happened one time, upon a great day of Jethun upon 

PP aeiae = Y Jeiival gets 
up to the top 
of the moun- 


and thence 
{peaks to the 
cople, 
Per. Je“ 20. 


« Tuere was a time (fays he) when the qe fable of 
“ trees had their meetings and conferences, rhetrces chu- 
« and talked after the manner of men. In thofe fing aking, 
“ days, and in a great council, upon the fub- VS 7-71 
“ jcét of who fhould command, the major 
“ ‘part of the plants made their addrefs to the 
“© fig-tree, to take care of the government ; 

“ but the fig-tree modeftly declined the ho- 
“ nour, as being amply fatisfied with the cf- 
& teem it had in the world for the fruit it bore, 
“ faying alfo, chat it had no ambition to be 
“© greater, or other than it was. The trees, 
“ after this refufal, made the fame requeft to 
«¢ the olive-tree, and to the vine, and they 
*¢ both agreed in returning the very fame an- 
“ fwer. ‘They wentnext to the bramble, be- 
“ ing an excellent fort of fuel, with the fame 
“ propofals. Well, fays the bramble, if you 
* are in earneft, Pll take the government up- 
“Son me; but then you muft refolve to reft 
“ quietly under my fhadow: for if you offer 
“ tobe unruly, there fhall come a fire out of 
“¢ me that fhall deftroy you”. This is no tale 
told, fays Jothan, to make you merry, but to 
move you to bethink yourfelves what you are 
now a doing ; that after fo many facred obli~ 
gations to Gideon, can yet fuffer Abimelech, 
the murderer of the children of your dclive- 





¢ Scrip Zebah and Zalmuanah. 


* Scrip, Jotham. . 


rer, 





FLAVIUS JOSEPHUS of Book V, 


rer, toufurp, and reign over you. This Abi- was a very great ee nies upon ane at 
nelech is the very fire in the table I have told |fuir, the city irfelt, in this Interim, being 
a taken upon the firit allault, levelled with the 
; “Usek thefe words he withdrew, and was] carth, and finally fowed with ae as the Jatt 
forced, for three years after, to live concealed, infule of a triumphing a, his ws the 
in the mouutains, and keep out of the way of | end of this miferable place and people. here 
The Siche-} were yet remaining conlidcrable numbers of 
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Abimelech’s rage and revenge. ing ) 
mitcs cane eee in 2 “hore time to be] itragglers and fugitives, thac had hitherto The fugitive 
% ? > > a 7. > a oa tiv 

i F i ots of ch: ar-| cicg the edge of the fword, and thefe hav- Sichenite 
fenfible of the wickednefs of chac horrid bar aped the cdge of 5 V eh ae ' 


barity upon the fons of Gideon, and fo forced | ing gathered themfelves into a body fled to a 
Abimelech our of the city and tribe ; who, | rock for fanctuary. The place was naturally 
upon this indignity, fet his wits ac work how | ttrong, befide that they ordered the running | 

_ up of a wall about it, to make ir impregnable, 





driven out o 


Siuhem, 
Jade. ix, 23. tO be revenged on them. p pone Tey: sok r 
Hag eRe Tue feafon of the vintage was now at hand, This they defigned for a retreat of refuge ; I 


and the people durft not venture out of town but Abimelech, appriz’d of their delign, came 
to gather the grapes, tor fear of fome furprize | upon them with his army before they could 
or mifchief trom Abimelech. There happened fortify it, and furrounding ic with a mighty 

to come to Sichem, juit at that time, a _certain| pile cf dry wood and faggots, fet fire to it’; 





prince ef the country, whole name was Gales, * 
wich a band of foldiers, and feveral of his re- 
lations. 





mites penion 
Gales for 4 


anit 





entered upen the work, and brought off their 
grapes at firtt fecurely enough, and without 
interruption, inveighing againit Abimelech, in 
the liberty of their cups, with all che bicter~ 


nefs that could be thought of 3 and cutting off 


fev cralof his men that tell into their ambuthes. 
While matters were in this itate, Zebel, + onc 
ot the chief of the Sichemites, and Abime- 
lech’s hott, gave him intelligence by 2n exprefs, 
how bufy Gales was to irritate the pcople a> 
gainit him ; but, favs he, if youcan but dif- 
pofe of an ambuth, in fome convenient place 
near the city, I will undertake to put Gales 
into your power to requite him as he deferves: 
Belide, that when all this is done, I will be- 
come anfwerable to fettle a fair underitanding 
betwixt you and the people. Abimelech fol- 
lowed Zcbel’s advice, and planted his ambuth ; 
Gales unwarily itaying longer in che fuburbs 
with Zebel than he thould have done, fome 
ef Abimelech’s troops being by this time with- 
in fight of the town, Gales called out to Ze- 
bel, that the cnemy was there upon their 
march. No, no, fays Zebel, that’s only the 
fhadow ofthe mountains. “ Well, but I tell 
“vou again (fays Gales) upon their coming 
“* nearer, that they are bands of men and not 
* thadows.” Nay, fays Zebel ‘again, and if 
it Le as vou fay, how comes it thar you, who 
vill have Abimelech to bea coward, do not 
prove yourfelf to be the braver man of 
two, and go out and fight him? Gales 
ntly advanced toward the enemy (though 
iome litele diforder) and receiy’d the firft 
cK: But finding himfelf too weak, and 
ing lett feveral of his men, he fled into the 
Zebel Jaid hold of this cccafion to 
¢ Gales with cowardice, and fo got 
Abimelech, in the 
time, bring informed trom very good 
“8, that the Sichemites would come out 
‘n to gather the remainder of their vin- 
hid teveral ambufcades ready to furprize 

And accordingly, upon their firit com- 
out, he fent_a third part of his army to 
cefeat- Lake policilion of the city gates, and by that 

means, to cut off the retreat of thofe rhat were 
nd §. Come out of the rown; who were fo hard 
levelled Prefled, and feattered up and down, thar there 
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him expelled the city. 
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* Scrip. Zebul. 


The townf-men petitioned hini for a}dual perfon efcaping. The calamitous fate of 
guard, only to fecure them during the time of| this wretched people would have deferved com- 


the vintage, and he allowed it them. ‘They 


i Scrip. Thebez. 


fo that men, women, and children were all Where they 
burnt to afhes, without fo much as one indivi- @r¢ #ll de- 
ftroy’d by 


fire, Ver. go, 

























paffion, if ichad noc been a juft judgment upon 
them for their inhuman ingratitude to a per- 
fon who had deferved fo well at their hands. 

Turis cruelty of Abimelech to the Siche- 
mites was fo far inftruétive and exemplary to 
the Ifraclites, as to fhew them what they 
were to truft to, if ever it fhould be their lor 
to fall into the fame hands: the ufurper being 
refolyed never to be quict till he fhould have 
brought all to a thorough devaftation. 

Ir was not long aiter this, when he march- Abimelech 
ed with his army againft Thebes, {] where he takes Uhebes § 
took the out-town by affault, but the garrifon by =laulr;  F 
made their retreat into a ftrong cattle belong- fee 
ing to it; Abimelcech pufhing the attack UP Ver. 5.” 
to the very gates, with a refolution cither to 
force or put fire to it. As he was gotten juft Abimelech 
under the wall, a woman from above dropr a ™ortally 


heavy piece of a mill-ftone upon his head, ina alee ; 
which itruck him to the ground. Upon com of amill-ftone 


ing a little to his fenfes, and finding that the from a wall 
wound was mortal, he called for his armour by womm, 
bearer, and bad him kill him immediately, V& 53 
that ic might not be faid Abimelech fell by 
the hand of a woman. The officer did accord- 
ing to his order; fo that Abimelech paid dear 
for his inhuman outrages againft his brothers 
and the Sichemites, as Jothan had foretold he 
fhould. Upon Abimelech’s death, the army 
disbanded, and returned every man to his own 
home. 
THe 
to Jair, 
a@ man every way happy, but moft of all in 
the bleffing of a numerous and a virtuous iffue. 
He was the father of thirty fons, men of cou- 
rage and refolution every one of them, and of 
eminent authority and reputation in their coun- 
try. He held the government two and twen- 
ty years, dicd in a good old age, and his 
body was interred at Camon, acity in Gilead. 
Tue Hebrews were by this time cxceed= The Ifrse- 
ingly degenerated in their manners and reli lites corrupt 
gion; for they had neither moral honefty, nor - eee 
a fenfe of civil obedience, religion, law, or ment, and 
common juftice left them. The Ammonites manners,V.6. 
and the Philittines having them in contempt The Ammo- 


upon this account, made fuch advantage of their pee a 


His armour- 
bearer kills § 
him, Ver. 51. E 


government of Ifracl, after this, fell The govern: 

a Gileadite, of the tribe of Manatles ; ment come, 
to Jaira Gi- 

leadite, 


Judg. x. 


a 


3 


weaknefs, that they broke into their COURETY in ypon the 
With a vait army, and laid it wafte: And not Iiraelices, 
Ver. >- 





cons 


contenting themfelves to fpoil, harrafs, and 
take pofieffion of all beyond Jordan, they were 
preparing alfo to crofs the river, and make a 
thorough conqueft of it on both fides. 
Turse afflictions brought the Hraelites to 
their prayers and facrifices again; which 
racivestoa they ftill made ufc of as the laft refort they had, 
gente of their upon all their mifdoings. By thefe fupplica- 
duty, Judg-*- tions, and penitent addrefles, God was, how- 
“ae ever, prevailed upon for a grant and promife 
‘the Ammo- of mercy and relief: The Ammonitcs being 
nites and Phi- now entered with an army into the country of 
litines fall in- GiJead, the inhabitants put themfelves in arms 





" gRigtion 
. brings the If 


fo Gila ny, With a refolution to oppofe them: but want- 
ae. * ing a head, there was one Jephtha propofed ; 
; a perfon in high efteem with the people for 
conduct and valour, both upon his father’s 

account and his own; for he had at that time 

a confiderable army of his own which he kept 

ho apply in pay. Upon thefe confiderations, they ap- 


themfelves to plicd themfelves to him by confent, with the 
fephtha for prefent ftate of their cafe, and an humble de- 


aes pre, ire that he would be pleafed to join forces with 
ate 8 them, and accept of a commiflion from them, 


as gencral for life of the whole army. Jeph- 
tha refufed at firft, not without fome admira- 
tion, that they fhould apply to him for help 
now when they themfelves were in diftrefs, 
who had formerly deny’d their affiftance to 
him when he ftood in need of them; and was 
to their knowledge fo palpably wronged by 
his brothers. ‘ I was, fays he, the fon of a 
“¢ ftrange woman, youtold me, who came in- 
* to the family you knew not how, and you 
** would have nothing to do with me. Upon 
“¢ this pretence was I driven out from among 
** you, and forced into the land of Gilead, 
‘¢ where I have continued ever fince, lifting all 
‘© people who voluntarily offered themfelves 
“ tomy fervice.* The Ifraclites would not 
take this for an anfwer; but continued to prefs 
fephtha takes him with further importunities and _intreaties, 
charge of the till at laft he was wroughtupon to efpoufe their 
Army, V- Il. caufe, and to take charge of the army, upon 


ae their oaths of fidelity to him as their general. 
: 


ibid. Upon this agreement, the two bodies were 
Jephtha immediately incorporated ; and fofoon as ever 
charges the Jephtha had given the neceflary orders for 
pte of what was firft to be done, he marched away 


withinjuftice, With the army to Mizpeh: and from thence 
Ver, 12. fent an expoitulatory embaffy to the king of 
the Ammonites; taxing him with an unjuft 
invafion of a country where he had nothing to 
The king ree do. The anfwer was only a retort of the fame 
criminatcs, charge upon the Ifraelites, who being nomore 
"13" than tugitives out of Egypt, took pofieffion by 
arms of the land and territories of other peo- 
ple; and therefore warned them to depart out 


the Antiquities of the JEWws. 
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of the country of the Ammonites, as belong= 
ing to them in the right of their fathers. Jeph- 
tha on the other hand replied, that inftead of 
charging the Ifraelites with taking away A- 
morrheea from them, they fhould rather have 
acknowledged the obligation of giving them 
Ammon; and Mofes might have had that 
too: bur the laft refult was this; that as for 
the lands which they had been now three 
hundred years poffefied of, they would not 
part wich them, but by God’s affiftance defend 
them with their {words.. This peremptory 
declaration put a fhort end to the treaty, and 
the embafladors were dilmifled. 

Tue matter being brought to this point, _ . 
that the controverfy was to be decided by arms, Jephtha’s 
Jephtha made a vow, that if ever he returned Sd yee 
alive and victorious {rom the battle, he would *% 3% 
offer up to God in facrifice the firft living 
creature he fhould meet with after he came 
homeagain. Shortly after this he came to an 
engagement with the enemy, gave them a2 
total overthrow, and had the chace of them to 
the city of Maniath ; forcing his paffage alfo 
into the country of Ammon; where he laid fe- 
veral cities wafte, and gave the foldicrs the 
fpoil. ‘This aétion, in fine, fet the people at 
liberty, after a flavifh fervitude of cighteen 
years continuance. 

Jerurua acquitted himfelf in this war with 
great honour; but upon returning home again, 
there happened to him fo grievous a calamity 
in his own family, that it took off the relifh 
of all his publick fatisfaGtions. For the firft 
living creature he fet his eye upon was an on- 
ly virgin daughter he had, juft coming out of 
the door, big with joy to receive, and bid him 
welcome. “Hhis encounter ftruck him to the 
very heart, and exceedingly troubled he was at 
her officioufnefs to come out to meet him, tel- 
ling her the ftory of the vow, by which he 
had oblig’d himfelf, upon fuch terms, to offer 
her to God for a facrifice. She was not at all 
dejected at the tidings, but told her father 
with a generous conftancy, ‘© That fhe fhould 
*¢ never think much to part with her life up- 
“ on the condition of fecuring her father’s ho- 
nour and fuccefs, and the liberty of her 
country; only fhe begg’d two months time 
firft, fora parting lamentation with her com-= 
panions, and after that he might be pleafed 
to perform his vow.” Her requeft was grant~ 
ed, and at the end of the two months, this in= 
nocent devotee was offered up for a burnt-of= 
fering, without any reverence, either to reli- 
gion, law, or common fame ; fo far was Jeph= 
tha tranfported with a blind zeal into a con- 
tempt of all other confiderations. 


Jephtha o- 
verthrows 
the Ammo- 
nites, V. 33- 


AFTER 


tt erent aan 


+ The {cripture no where, in exprefs words, condemns this a€t of Jephtha’s facrificing his daughter, as contrary to 
the laws of his country, or difpleafing to God ; for which reafon a great many chriftian writers have rejected this 
opinion, though vouch’d by the authority of Jofephus, and a great many other antient and learned writers; con- 
ceiving in this oblation not a natural but a civil kind of death, and afeparation only unto the Lord: for that he 
purfued not his vow to a literal oblation, there want not arguments both froni the text and reafon. 

For firft, it is evident that fhe deplored her virginity, and not her death ; *¢ Let me go up and down the moun- 
* tains, and bewail my virginity, I and my fellows” Secondly, when it is faid, that Jephtha did unto her accord- 
ing unto his vow, it is immediately fubjoin’d, ** And fhe knew no man;” which, as immediate in words, was moft 


probably 


neareft in fenfe unto the vow. Thirdly, it is faidin the text, that ** ‘The daughters of Ifrael went year- 


iy (to talk with ] the daughter of Jephtha four days in the year,” which had fhe been facrificed in a literal fenfe, 


they could not have done, 


For whereas the word 1s fometimes tranflated [to lament] yet doth ir alfo fignify [to 


talk, or have conference with one] and it is in this fenfe tranflated: “‘ Ybant fliz Ifraelitarum ad confabulandum cum 
filia Jephthz, quatuor diebus quotannis:” and fo itis alfofet down in the marginal notes of our tranflation. 
It is alfo repugnant to reafon; for the offering mankind was againftthe law of God; and therefore the fcriprure 
with indignation often makes mention of human facrifices among the Gentiles. It being therefore a facrifice fo abo- 
minable unto God, although he had purfued it, it is not probable 7 priefts and wifdom of Irae] would have per- 
P 


mitted it. 


Secondly, 


FLAVIUS JO 


Arter Jephtha’s victory over the ee 
nites, and the fercling of the people in a itatc, 
or at leait in a fair profpeet ot peace and oe 
dom, the envious Ephraimites itarted a tret 

The Ephrai- caufe of quarrel. “ Why fhould Aine cngage 
pick a ©* in fuch an expedition without them, y 
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Mites \ c : ae 
quirrel with cried, but only out of an ambitious and S 
ee , ** vetous defign of engrotling the Ce 
Tee ee ese profit of the adventure wholly co himfelt, 


and not allowing them any thare or porte 
it?” Jephtha made anfwer in his eae 
fence, “ That they knew very well their : ies 
were opprefs’d; nay, and that they them- 
felves were folicited to come into their af- 
fittance, but never came; though men of ae 
nour, in fuch a cafe, would not have ftai 

“for an invitation”? And chen he charged. 
them farther, wich a mott fcandalous piecc ot 
injuttice, for men that durit not look the com- 
mon enemy in the face, now when the work 
wes done without them, to fall fo infolently 
foul upon their triends ; concluding with a 
menace, thacif they went on in that way of 
clamour and outrage, he would make them 
fmart torit. But there was no good to be 
done, he faw, with arguing and reafoning the 


ec 


cr 


“c 


ioe . 
matter; fo that he prefently betook himfelf to 
the more convincing argument of a powertul 
army, with which he advanced towards the 
enemy's main body, which they had broughr 
trom Gilead; charg’d, and utterly defeated 
them; prepoileifed himfelf of all the fords 
scat) and paifes upon the river Jordan; and, in 
*8° thort, follow’d the purfuic fo hard, thar be-~ 
ror twixe the battle and the chace, he cur them 
| OH near two and forty thoufand men. ; 
Jeeurua, after thefe exploits, departed this 
ite, having held the government fix years, 
was buried at Sebeth, the place of his na- 
itv, in the land of Gilead. fi 
: ‘icy of Bethlem, in the tribe of Judah, 
-S-fuecceeded him, and ruled for the fpace of fe- 
ven years, without doing any thing worth ta- 
king notice of. He had ninety children, fixty 
males, and the reft daughters, which he left 
all living and married. He diced ancient, and 
was buried in his own country. Elon, of the 
tribe of Zebulon, had the government for ten 
years after him, and there pafs’d nothing me- 
c- Morable in his reign neither. Abdon, the fon 










Ephraim, anda native ofthe city of Pharathon ; 


Ct 
Sa 


y, The offering up of his daughter was not only unlawful, and entrenched u 
2 courte that would have much condemn’d his difcretion; that is, 
















> Gotervance of his vow, when as the law of Go 
ion, according as is determin’d Tevirt. xxvii. 
ras to be eftimated but at ten fhekels; and 





him from facrificing either horfe or dog 
by oath unto a ftriét obfervation of thar, 
ita fact which naturally was abominable 
ndoothers, who have expounded this paflage in 
train the fenfe of his v 

Rail come forth of the doors of my houfe 
Now whereas it is taid, “ Eric Jehove, 
cand Aur, i may be taken disjunctively ; 
elie an holocauft by co 
iz, <¢ Brit inquam Jchove, aut offeram illud holocauftu 
muf be prefumed, as Exod. xxi. 1 S- 
being therefore tuo Ways to difpote of her, cither to fe 
oF no neceffity the Isttér fhoul be neceflary ; and furel 
people of God, muft be the former. 

*~ Scrip. [bzan. 
Phis is Jofephus's comment; the fcrip 





g. 
oe 


Er an 


*¢ St quis percufferi 


i 


Apfan *, of 


ot Helicl, fucceeded Elon, of the tribe of 


courage an indulgent parent, it being bur the value of a 

> will make no greater noife chan three pounds feventeen fhillin 
» although hi, vow run generally for the words, ** Wharfocver 
athe fente, for whatfoever was facrififable, and juftly fubject 
» if they had happen’d to come out upon him 
which promifforily was unlawfal 
Now the ground at leaft whi 


ow, moft men adhering unto their common a 
fhall furcly be the Lord’s, 


aut offeram, that is, it fhall either be the L 


mmon oblation, even as our marginal 
o> : 
m ;" and for the vulgar Latin, 


ture makes no mention of Manoah’s jealoufy. 


SEPHUS of Book VY. 


a man of a numerous iflue, and remarkable for 
little elfe. But the times being eafy and peace- 
able, gave him little or no occafion tor the ex- 
ercife of his bravery and courage. He had 
forty fons, and thirty grandchildren, all ex- 
cellent horfemen; and thefe feventy were his 
conftant guard. He leit them all behind him, 
died in an advance’d age, and was buried at 
Pharathon with great magnificence and {tate. 



































CHAP. X. 


The prediGion and birth of Samfon.  Flis amours 
and encounters. 


FTER the deccafe of Abdon, the Phi- The Lae. 

liftincs prevail’d againft the Ifraclites, nas 
and kept them tributaries tor about forty years ; Phililtines fps 
but inthe end, they were fer at liberty in this forty years, 
manner. 








Judg. xiii. ;, 
THeRe was one Manoah of the tribe of Manozh, an 

Dan, and the firft man of quality and diftinc- oe and 
tion in his country, beyond all difpute. This bend oe 
Manoah had for his wite a lovely woman, and bled for want 
once that was look’d upon to be the moft come of children, 
plete beauty of that age; but to Manoah’s Ver-2. 
unfpeakable affli¢tion he had no children by 

cr. In this uneafinefs he would frequently be 
taking his wife to a country houfe he had ina 
large plain, in which folitude he {pent almott 
his whole time in prayers to Almighty God 
for the bleffing of children. He was paifionate 
to the higheft degree, and in proportion jean 
lous of her. As the woman’ was there alone The woman 
once, there appear’d an angel to her in the re- ene 
femblance of a tall handfome young man, who the Mall 
told her for her comfort, that God in his pro= have mile 
\idence would give her a male child, who child, Ver} 
thould come in time to be aman of a very 
graceful prefence, and prodigious ftrength ; 
and one who thould humble the pride and ar- 
rogance of the Philiftines; charging her in the 
name of God to let his hair grow uncut, and 
to fee that he drank nothing but water 3 the 
vilion vanifhing fo foon as it had deliver’d this 
meflage. Upon her husband’s coming in, fhe She tells her 
told him of this apparition of the angel, won- husband he 
derfully enlarging upon the comely ftature eae hint inio 
and lovelinefs ot the thape it appear’d ins in- z elont, 
fomuch, that the husband grew jealous of fome Ver. 6, }. 
uawarrantable love under that pretence $. The 


pon his religion, but 
to have punifh’d himfelf in the 
d had allow’d an evafion; that is, by way of commutation 
4--7. whereby, if fhe were between the age of five and 
if between twenty and fixty, not above thirty ; a fum that 
fervant flain, the inconfiderable falary of 
gs and fix pence with us. 

fhall come forth, &c." yet might it be re- 
to lawful immolation; and fo might have 
firft. Nor was he 
3; or could he he qualified by vow 
ch promoted the opinion of Jofe- 
¢ the dubious words of the text, 
nd obvious acceptation. <«¢ What- 
and I will offer it up for a burnt- 
& offeram illud holocauftum.” gnifying both 
ord's by feparation, or 
as Tremellius rendereth 
it often ufeth Et where Aut 
that is, not both, but cither. There 
ord, or offer her as a facrifice, ir is 
the facred text and hiftory of the 


a literal fenfe, might b 


The word fi 
tranflation advertifeth: and 
t patrem & matrem,” 


parate her unta the L 
y lef; derogatory unto 


poor 





Chap. X. 


oor woman was in great perplexity how to 
rae him of this orion Gnu faraenaelc fuf- 
picion, and in the anguifh of her foul, made 
it her fupplication to Almighty God to fend 
his angel yet once again, and in fuch a man- 
ner, that her husband might be convine’d of 
the authority of the revelation as well as her- 
{clf. Upon this prayer of her’s, the angel, a 
while after, prefented itfelf a fecond time to 
the woman alone, in the fame place as before; 
who immediately, upon the appearance, be- 
fought the angel’s patience till fhe might fetch 
her husband. Her requeft was granted, and 
fo Manoah was fetch’d; but fuch wasthe force 
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and humour of the fon prevailed over the rea~ 

fon and authority of the father, and the love 

proceeded to a contraét. It was Samfon’s for- He contracts 
tune, as he was once upon the way on a vific himic'f ro, 
to his miftrefs, to meet a lion direétly in his °° °°" 
road. He never gave way, or boggled for the 

matter, but advanced up to the very throat of Samfon en- 
him ; and unarm’d as he was, with his naked counters a 
hands ftrangled him, cafting the body into a liom, and | 
thicket afterwards, by the way fide. As he Vers . 
was upon the fame journey fome few days af- 

ter, and on the fame errand, he ftept afide to 

look at the carcafs of the lion, and there he 

found a fwarm of bees working their wax and A fwarm of 


honey in the breaft of him. He took out three bees in the 
breaft of the 


‘rhe husband Of his jealoufy, that, though he a¢tually faw 
fees the appt the angel, he would hardly be brought to be- 
rition, and Is Jicve his own eyes; preffing to have the fame 
fill jealous. thing faid to them over again, that had been 






honeycombs; and with fome curiofitics that he F002) 
had gotten together, made a prefent of them ~~? ; 
to his fweet-heart. .The nuptials being now 


The angel 
difappears, 
Ver. 20. 


Samfon born, 
Ver. 24. 


Samfon falls 
in love with 
adamfel ar 
Thamna, 
Judg. xiv. 7, 


fpoken to his wife. ‘* Let it fuffice, fays the 
“ angel, that it is known to your wife.” Ma- 
noah then defir’d him to declare who he was; 
to the end, that when God fhould fend him 
a child, he might know who to thank for it, 
and where to pay his acknowledgments for the 
bleffing. The angel told him, ‘That he had 
*© no need of rewards, neither did he expect 
* any for his news.” ‘* Why then, fays Ma- 
** noah, be pleafed to accept of a hofpitable 
“homely treat.” The angel declin’d it at 
firit; but by prayer and importunity he was 
ovcr-perfuaded to ftay till fomewhat might be 
provided. Manoah immediately kill’d a kid, 
and gave it his wife to drefs ; and when every 
thing was ready, the angel commanded the 
bread and the flefh to be laid loofe upon a 
rock there, without difhes. This being done, 
he touch’d the flefh with a rod he had, and 
prefently there ftarted a fire from it thar con- 
fumed flefh, bread and all ; and as the {moke 
mounted, the angel was feen to afcend to 
Heaven in the vehicle of that cloud. Manoah 
lay under a fuperftitious dread of fome great 
mifchicf that might betide them upon this vi- 
fion; but his wife difpell’d his fears by a con- 
fident aflarancc, that it would turn to their 
comfort, and prove the greateft blefling ima- 
ginable to them both in the conclution. She 
found herfelf foon after to be big, and trom 
that time forward kept punétually in her mind 
the orders the angel had given her. 

Tue child, when born, prov’d to be a fon, 
and they gave him the name of Samfon, that 
is to fay, robuft. He improv’d every day 
wonderfully as he grew up, in the advantages 
both of his body and mind ; infomuch, that 
betwixt the comelinefs of his loofe flowing 
hair, and the fobricty of his way of living, in 
the government of his appetite, he feem’d to 
have fomewhat in him that was more than hu- 
man. 

Ir was his hap once upon a folemn feftival- 
day at Thamna*, a city belonging tothe Philif- 
tines, being there with his parents upon that 
occafion, to fall in love with a damfel of the 
country, whom he faw at that mecting; and 
upon the.fight of her, he was very earneft with 
his father and mother to procure her for him 
Inmarriage. His parents told him, that it was 
againit the rules of thcir religion to marry 
with ftrangers, and that there was choice 
cnough of matches among the Hebrew wo- 
men, who were fittcr for him. But the will 


































to be folemniz’d, his wife’s relations, and the 

people of the place who were invited, affign’d 

him thirty of their ftouteft young fellows to 

wait upon him, as an inftance, in pretence, of 

the great honour and refpeét they had for him 3 

but in truth, as fo many {pies and guards upon 

him, in cafe he fhould be troublefome in his 

cups, being a man of fo prodigious and incre- 

dible a ftrength. As the gucfts grew warm 

and chearful, and paffing from one merriment 

to another, Samfon told the company that he 

had a riddle to propound; and if any of them gamfon pro- 
fhould refolve it in feven days, he would be poundsa rid- 
bound to give them every man a fhirt and a dle, Ver. 125 
coat, as a refpeét and a reward; fo that they "3 '* 
fhould have both honour and profit. Now be~ 

twixt thofe who had a mind to be thought 

wife, and others who had an eye upon the_be- 

nefit, they accepted the propofal by confent, 

and bad him put the queftion. ‘“¢ Why then, 

“ fays he, the parable is this. [Ouc of the 

* earcr came forth meat, and out of the ftrong 

“ came forth fweetnefs.”| In fhort, the Phi- 

liftines laid their heads together about it, till 

after three days puzzling, to no purpofe, they 

were at laft obliged to make their application 

to the new bride, and intreat her to get the 

fecret out of her husband ; threatening more- 

over, that unlefs fhe therein prevailed, and 

made a full difcovery of ir to them, they 

would burn her without any more ado. Sam- 

fon for a good while refufed to gratify her re- 

queft; but in the end, betwixt tears, impor~ 

tunities, and reproaches, (for fhe imputed his 

refufal to his want of love,) he was prevail’d 443, mifregs 
upon to give her the whole ftory, of his kil- gets the 
ling the lion, and of the three honeycombs meaning of it 
he brought her; and fo expounded the riddle oF of him, 
from end to end, without fo much as fufpect- 

ing any treacherous intrigue betwixt her and 

the Philiftines. But ftill, whatever he told and fo betrays 
her, fhe told it againtothem. The feventh him, Ver. 17. 
day was now come, which was the precife 
time appointed for the folution of this difficul- 
ty; fo that the Philiftines met before fun-fet, 
and told Samfon, by way of anfwer to his 
queftion, “ That nothing is ftronger than a 
* lion, or fweeter than honey.” ‘* No, fays 
* Samfon, nor falfer than the woman that has 
** put my words in your mouths.” This did 
not hinder Samfon yet from making good what 
he had promifed; for happening to meet thirty 
men of Askalon +4, he ftripp’d them, and made 
payment of the ihirts and coats he had under- 


The Phili— 
tines refolve 
the riddle, 
Ver. 18. 





* Scrip. Timnah. 


t Askalon at that time belong’d to the Philiftines. 


taken 
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Simon pars taken for. He cait off his wife upon it how- 
away his witty over, and fhe in {pice marricd his triend who 
Its SES 72. (ti ited the match, which Samfon took tor fo 
unpardonable an affront, that he determin’d a 
revenge, not only upon the woman, buc upen 
the whole nation for it, having ac that timc 
aNo a fair opportunity before him of putting 
ic in fome meafure in execution. It was then 
towards harveit-time, and the corn being ripe 
upon the ground, Samfon got three hundred 
foxes, and tying them tail to tail, with fire- 
brands between them, turn’d them loofe into 
the corn-fields of the Philittines. In the hurry 





Tudg. xv. 


Samion burns 


che Phil of this tright they carried the fire from place 
tines corn, —¢q place, all over the grounds; and wherever 
Ver 5. they came, they fpoiled all the truits of the 


earth in an inttant. So foon as the Philiftines 
came to underitand that it was Samfon’s doing, 
and what ic was provoked him to it, they fent 
the princes of the country to Thamna, who 
took up the wife of Samfon, and all her rela- 
tions, and burnt them alive, as the authors of 
this calamicy. 

Samsox made feveral bleody inroads into 
the land of the Philittincs, and took up his ha- 
bitation at Eram, a rock of great ftrength, and 
inthe tribe of Judah; againit which tribe the 
Philittines were now upon the point of decla- 
ring war. The people pleaded tor themiclyes, 
that they liv’d quictly, and paid their taxes, 
and they hoped they ithould not be punithed 
for Samfon’s fault; ‘but they were anfwered, 
that nothing could difcharge them of Samfon’s 
guilt, bat the delivering up of Samion’s per- 
fon. They were fo much concern’d to clear 
themfelves of this fufpicion, that they drew 
together three thoufand arm’d men, and 
marched to the place of his retreat, where they 
enter’d into expottulations with him, what a 
mifchier his violence had drawn upon the He- 
brews, in itirring up an enemy againit them, 
who might bring a ruin perhaps upon the whole 
‘race. ‘Their coming, they faid, was only to 

take poffeffion of his perfon, and give him up 
to the Philiftines, which they defired him to 
fubmit to, both tor their fakes and his, as his 
own voluntary act. 


Samton's wife 
relations 
burnt alive, 
Ver. o. 








Samfon with- 
vs TO 








ther hurt, than barely to deliver him up into 


perfon to his countrymen, who led him away, 
cound with two ropes, in order to deliver him 
to the Philittines, according to agreement, 
when they came to a place that was formerly 
obicure, but fince made famous by a memora- 
ble exploit of Samfon’s there, and was not 
fur from the enemy’s camp; the people came 
out in troops to mect them, with fhouts of joy 
and cxultation, tor the good fortune that had 
betullen them. Samfon in the mean while 
broke his cords to pieces, and with the jaw- 
bone of an afs that lay there upon the ground, 
iell upon the Philiftines, and defeated them ; 





Samfon’s ex- 
ploit with the 
jaw-bene of 


anaG, Vo 1s. killed a matter of a thoufand upon the place, 
and routed all the reft. Samfon was fo tran{- 
ported upon the thought of this victory, that 
The vanity he had the vanity cto affume the honour of the 


of Samfon in 
affuming all 
to himfcif, 
Ver. i6 


action to himfelt, without afcribing the glory 
of ir to God’s power and providence, as he 
ought to have done. But while this arrogant 


* Sse Bochart’s Hierozicon, PartI. lib ii 
3 Scrip Delilah. ; . 
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and overweening humour was yet upon him, 
he found himfelf {eized with a violent parch- 
ing * thirft, which gave him to underttand, Samfon fi2'g 
thac after all his fucectles, he was but flefh with a parch- 
and blood ftill, and liable to human infirmi- 
tics. 
to the knowledge of himfelf, and to a penitent 
confeffion that the victory was God’s, and that 
he was able to do nothing of himfelt, without 
the divine affiftance. 
his pait vanity and prefumption, and fo caft tance and 
himtelf wholly upon God’s infinite power and prayer, ibid, 
goodnefs, as his only dependance tor delive- 

rance out of all his diftrefies. 
were not in vain, for there gufhed immediate- A fountain 
ly out of a rock near at hand there, a ftrcam guthes out of 
of delicious water to relieve him in his raging 
drought ; 
Samion, bears the name of the Jaw unto this 
very day. 
nothing of the Philiftines, buc went publickly 
to Gaza, and took up his lodging there in a 
common inn. 
ving intelligence of it, had guards and {pies They coop 
fet at the gates to watch him, that he fhould him up in 
not give them the flip; but Samfon having 
fome hint of the defign, got up at midnight, 
and taking the gates olf the hinges, carried on his thou 
them away upon his fhoulders, frames, bolts, 
locks, and every thing that belonged to them, 


































Upon this overture Sam- 
fon came down trom the rock, and upon their 
felemn oath that they would do him no far- 


the hands of the enemy, he rendered up his 


fon drunk and drowfy, laid hold of him, and 
Es a ea eae ot a ee ee pote ane 


c.15. p. 201, Ed, Lond. 
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ing thirft to 
humble him, 
Ver. 18. 


The fenfe of this diforder brought him 


He begged pardon for j335 re 


pen- 


His prayers 


a crock to 

¢ quench Sam- 
fon’s thirft, 

Ver, 19. 


which rock, from the exploit o 


After this combat, Samfon made 


The governor of the town ha- 







Gaza, and he 
carries away 
the gates up- 


ders to 
Mount He- 


to Mount Hebron, and there he left them. ees 


_ Samson foon atter this begun by degrees to gamfon hank. 
torfake the laws of his country, and confe- ers after in- 
quently to a hankcring after the laws and cuf- novations. 
toms of other nations, which proved in time 

the foundation of his ruin. It was his hap to [He fills in 
tall paffionately in love with a common prof- love with Ds 
ticute of the Philiftines, whofe name was Da- hee ae 
lilah +; and the amour was gone fo far, that jy oofieute, 
they lived and accompanied together. The Ver, 4. 
Lords of the Philiftines finding how great a 

power this mercenary woman had over him, 
made ufe of her intereft, by flattery and cor- 
ruption, toward the betraying of him. It was 
their bufinefs upon the main, fome way or 
other to deftroy Samfon; and the part fhe had 
to play, was to find out his weak fide, and to 
difcover where that invincible itrength of his 
lay. This was the ftate and condition of af 
fairs betwixt the Philiftines and the harlot; 
and as there wanted not cither art or bribery 
on the one fide, fo neither was there any fail- 
ing in the matter of treachery and deceit on 
the other. For the bringing of it about, fhe 
took all occafions in his cups and dalliances, 
to extol his exploits, admiring his prodigious 
ftrength and vigour; ufing all her artifice to 
get cut of him wherein that excellency lay, 
that put fuch an unaccountable difference be- 
twixt him and all other men. Now Samfon, 
as yet mafter of his reafon, had prudence 
enough to defeat the artifice of his miftrefs by 
counter-cunning; and fo he told her, that if He puts h« § 
his hands were but bound with feven green off withth® @ 
withs, or creepers of a vine, it would be with ee =| 
him as it is with other men. _Dalilah {aid no 7°" "* 
more, but went away prefently to the magif- 

trates with the ftory. Upon this report there 

were foldiers ordered privately into the houfe, 

who upon the firft opportunity of finding Sam- 


Dalilah is 
employed ta 
difcover 
where his § 
ftrength lic, 9 
Ver. 5. : 


bound 
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pound him according tothcirinftructions: but 
Dalilah awakced him‘immediately with an 
outcry, that the Philiftines were upon him. 
Samfon upon the very inftant took the alarm, 
and {napping the withs in pieces, put himfelf 
in pofture, as for an encounter of an enemy. 
There followed a heavy quarrel a little while 
after, betwixt Dalilah and and Samfon. “ If 
«¢ he had loved her, fhe faid, he could never 
“ have denied her a thing her heart was fet 
<* ypon; but fhe found he durft not truft her, 
“and fo deluded her with a lye; as if fhe 
“¢ could not keep a fecret as well as another 
“ woman.” At this rate fhe went on, impor- 
tuning him with the fame queftion over a- 
gain; and over again he fooled her too, with 
a mock-ftory, that if he were tied up with a 
band of feven cords it would do the work ; 
but upon trial, that experiment failed them 
likewife ; and fo did a third alfo, of filleting 
and twifting up his locks. Dalilah having been 
now thrice impofed upon, was not at all dif- 
couraged yet, but betwixt fpite and wilful- 
nefs, prefled him fo hard with frefh charms 
and importunities, that he was now brought 
.to the laft fatal neceffity of yiclding up what 
he could hold no longer; and fo he difcover’d 
to her the defired fecrct, in this manner: 
« That God, fays he, who gave me my be- 
“¢ ing, hath been pleafed in his goodnefs, to 
«© cake me into his particularcare, andto give 
* me in fpecial charge not to fuffer my hair to 
<¢ be cut, for that in the prefervation of that 
<¢ hair confifted my fecurity and ftrength.” Up- 
on this difcovery, fhe cut off his locks in his 
hie Jocks, and fleep, and when he was no longer able to de- 
delivers him fend himfelf, delivered him up to his enemies, 
up tohisene- who put out his eyes, and carried him up and 
ee ‘down in bonds, for a fpectacle. Some confi- 
his Ben and derable time after this, when Samfon’s hair was 
cspolehim pretty much grown again, there was a great 
for afpecta- meeting of the princes and nobility of the 
cle, Ver. 21- Philiftines: the feaft was held in a building 
which had only two large pillars to fupport its 
roof. While they were together at this fefti- 
val, in their jollity blind Samfon was fent 
for to make fport for the company in theircups. 
Tt was the moft fenfible part of his afflictions 
to find himfelf not in a condition to revenge 
the infolence of his enemies; but he fpoke to 
the boy, however, who led him, to let him 
lean againit one of the pillars, for he was 
Samfon weary he faid of ftanding. The boy did fo; 
brings down and Samfon, with all his might gave the pil- 
ee lar fuch a fhake, that he brought down the 
andthe heads houfe upon the heads of three thoufand men, 
ofthreethou- befides himfelf, and they were all crufh’d to 
ceo death under the ruins. ; : 
Sambn weled «= 2 #18 was Samfon’s end, in the twentieth 
twenty years, YCar of his government. He was a man of 
Ver. 31. wonderful ftrength and courage, and to his 
immortal honour, he employed his utmoft force 
to the confufion of his enemies. It is crue that 
it was hishap to be inveigled by a woman; and 
where is he that has not been fo more or lefs, 
who carrics ficfh and blood, and human frailty 
about him? to fay nothing of his other excel- 
Jent qualities, which deferve eternal memory. 
His dead body was under the care of his kin- 
dred, who caufed it to be tranfported to Sara- 
fa, and there intcrr’d amongtt his anceftors. 


After three 
abutes, he 
cells her the 
truth at Jaft, 
that his 
ttrength lay 
in his hair, 
Jude. xvi. 7. 
She cuts off 


CHAP. XL . 


Of Naamis, Ruth, and Boe. The birth of Sa-- 
muuel. Lhe Hebrews defeated by the Philiftines. 


KY I the high-pricf fucceeded Samfon in gi facceeds 
i*, the government of the Ifraclitcs; and in Samfon. 
his time there happened a miferable famine. A famine in 
Abimelech *, a citizen of Bethlehem, in the hi days 
tribe of Judah, unwilling to bear the miferics Abimelech 
of it, took Naamis + his wife, and two fons and Naamis 
that he had by her, Mallon and Chellion [|, and_ his wife with- 
fo withdrew into the land of Moab, where e- oy to Mo- 
: fs : ab, Ver. 1, 2. 
very thing went profperoufly with him, and Abimelech's 
there he married hisfons to two Moabitifh wo- two fons, 
men, Chellion to Orpha, and Mallon to Ruth. Mallon and 
Withir the compafs of ten years Abimelech Sr eee \ 
and his two fons died, in a fhort timé one af- ya uke 
ter another. Uponthcirdeceafe, Naamis who Ver.4. 
had now to herinconfolable affliction, loft thofe ‘The father 
dear fricnds and relations, for whofe only fake Hips ae 
s : Us dIe NOE 
fhe was prevailed upon to quit her country, joo after 
with this change of affairs changed counfels Ver. 5.” 
too, and refolved to go back again; efpecial- 
ly being informed that affairs at home were 
now in‘a better ftate than fhe left them. Her 
fons widows could not endure to think of part- 
ing with her, but ‘preffed her with importuni- 
tics, even whether fhe would or no, to bear 
hér company. She wifhed them all manner of 
good fortune, and that they might be happier 
in their next husbands than they had been with 
her fons 3 but alas! fhe was not in condition, 
fhe faid, to be any way helpful to them; and 
for them to venture a certainty for an uncer- 
tainty, in the rifque of fuch a journey, only to 
condole with a miferable mother-in-law, to 
no fort of purpofe, was, fhe faid, utterly a- 
gainft her mind. Upon this reafoning of the qrais and 
matter, Orpha was over-ruled ; but for Ruth’s Ruth go back 
part, “ Come life, come death, nothing fhould again to 
“¢ ever make her forfake her mother,” fhe faid ; Bethlehem; 
fothat Naamis, without any more ccremony, PR Orphe 
went her way, and took Ruth along with her. Vero, 7. 
Wuen they came to Bethlehem, they were Boozreccives 
received by Booz tt, akinfman of Abimelech’s, themat Beth- 
and the people calling Naamis by her name, re 
nay, fays Naamis, let it be rather Mara; the kindly, 
former in Hebrew fignifying felicity, the o- Ruthiis.&e. . 
ther forrow. It was now harveft-time, and 
Ruth, with her mother’s leave, being gone 
out a gleaning for fomewhat to eat, fhe hap- 
pened into a field of Booz, who, a while af- 
ter, came himfelf, and upon the fight of this 
young woman, enquired more particularly of 
his head-fervant what he knew concerning her. 
So he told his mafter what he had heard from 
her but a little before. Booz was wonder 
fully pleafed with the tendernefs of her affec~ 
tion for her mother-in-law, and for the memo- 
ry of her dead husband; and therefore order- 
ed his fervant, not only to fuffer her to glean 
what fhe could, but to let her reap, and carry 
away whatever fhe had a mind to, and to fup- 
ply her with meat and drink fufficient, incom- 
mon with his own people. Ruth faved part of 
the bread and _provifions they gave her for her 
mother-in-law, and at night. carried it to her, 
with her gleanings, all together; INaamis do- 


ing the like for Ruth, in what fhe had received 





* Scrip. Elimelech, 7 Scrip. Naomi. 


|| Scrip. Malon and Chilion. - tit Scrip. Boaz. 
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Naamis, and by the advice of the women cal- 
led him Obed, which in Hebrew is as much 
as fervice, or affiftance, applying the name to 
the affiftance they expceéted from him to Naa- 
mis in her old age. From Obed came Jefle, The pir), ef 
and Jefle was the father of king David ; in Obed, 
whole family the government continued’ for whom came 
one and twenty generations. . I have been the Je ana 

7 = Bayes rom Joffe 
more particular in this hiftory of Ruth, to fet paid, ve, 
forth the power and difpenfations of Gad in 13,22. ~ 
his providence, who brings the greateft things © 
to pafs, even by the meancft of inftruments, 
advancing to the thronc, many times, men of 
the loweft condition, according to his good 
pleafure. ‘This we find verificdabundantly in 
the gencalogy of David. 

Masiue: at this time went very ill with pips two 
the Hebrews, having engaged themfelves a- fons, Oph- 
frefh in a war with the Philiftines. Eli the nes and Phi- 
high-pricft had two fons, Ophnesand Phinees +; 1» Voto” 
who were libertines to the higheft degree; in tines, 1 Sam 
contempt of religion and common juftice. ii. 12--17, 
They were men who ftuck at nothing that was # Scrip. 
ill, The ordinary way of gratuities and hono- opal and 
rary prefents made them by the clders would © "°"** 
not ferve their turn, unlefs every thing were 
extorted from them by violence and rapine. 

They made it their bufinefs todebauch women, 
even at their devotions, and to corrupt them 
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that day from her charitable neighbours. As 
they were together in the evening, Ruth gave 
her mother the whole hiftory of what pafled 
betwixe her and Booz, the mother giving her 
to underftand that Booz was her near relation, 
and that being a contiderable perfon, and a man 
of great piery, fhe did not know but he might 
take his poor kindred into his care. So that 
Ruth went on ftill, day after day, into fields 
a gleaning,with the maid-fervants of Booz, till 
barley-harveit was over; and then aftcr fome 
few days, when the corn was threfhed out, 
Booz took up his lodging in his own barn, 
which coming to the knowledge of Naamis, 
put her upon a contrivance how fhe might 
bring him and Ruth to lie together, to the ad- 
vantage of chem both: which was, that Ruth 
thould convey herfelf into the barn to ‘the feet 
of Booz, aad there lie down to take her reit. 
Rurb, by the Ruth making a con{cience of eoeyee her mo- 
advice of — ther, did as fhe was commanded. But Booz, 
eee being fait afleep, knew nothing at all of the 
ecntat the macrer, till waking about midnight, he found 
feer of Booz, that he had gotten 2 companion; and calling 
Ruthiii 7. oucto know who it was, Ruth told him her 
name, and begged his permiffion, in the qua- 
lity of his fervant, that the might ftill he ar 
his feet. There paffed no more words at pre- 


from 


15] 


fent, but early in the morning before any of 
the fervants Were gotten up to their work, he 
called co Ruth, and bad her take as much corn 
asthe could carrv, and be gone immediately 
to her mother withit, before any notice could be 
t2ken where jhe had been thar night; for, fays 

¢, in cafes of this nature people cannot be too 
cautious, let them benever fo innocent. “ But 
* in one word, fays he, before you go; there 
** isa perfon nearer to you in blood than my- 
‘ felt. My advice is, that you demand him 
‘© for your husband. If he agrees to it, you 
“* are bound to follow him; if he refufes, I 
“can lawfully take you to wife myfelf” 
Ruch at her return, gave her mother-in-law a 
relation of all that had pafled, who was migh- 
tily overjoy’d to find thar their affairs were in 
fo promiling a fituation, as to become the care 
of Booz. 

ApbovrT the noon-time of the day, Booz was 
back again at the city, where he called acourt, 
and fummoned Ruth and her kinfman to make 
their appearance. Well, fays Booz to the 
Kinfman, “ If Iam not miftaken, you are at 
“* prefenct pofictied of the eftare of Abimelech, 
“Cand bis fons.” I am fo, favs r’other, and 
the law has put mein potleflion of it by virtue 


a 


cf a right I have to ir by nearnefs of blood. 


pray, fays Booz, do not talk of the law by 
halves; buc whether it be for you, or againit 
vou, take your lot in the one part as well as in 
the other. Here ftands before you the widow 
ci Mallon, and you are bound by the law to 
marry the woman, or to quit the inheritance. 
‘The kinfman excufed himfelf trom marrying 
her, by faying that he had a wife and chil+ 
aren of his own already ; and fo by a publick 
declaration in court, rendered both the one 
and the other to Booz, he being then the next 
a-kin to the deceafed. Booz had this declara- 
tion recorded, and then commanded the woman 
to loofen her kinfman’s fhoc, and {pic in his 
face, according to a formality of law. ‘This 






by force or bribes, at the very altar: and all 


this with an infolence equal to any tyranny 


that ever was heard of. ‘The profligate wick- 
ednefs of thefe licentious men was no fmallk 
affiction to their father, by reafon of the 
daily dread and apprehenfion he lived in of 
fome terrible judgment that would befal 
them. ‘To fay nothing of the groans of the 
people under a moft intolerable oppreflion; 
but when it came foon after to be revealed by 
God to the father, and to the prophet Samuel, 
who was at that time but a child, what would 
be the wretched fate of thefe men, Eli gave 
them quite over, and mourned for them as al- 
ready loft ordead. But for order fake, I fhalk 
firft {peak a word of the prophet, and pafs af- 
terward to the wretched end of thefe lewd 
young men, and fo to the true caufe of the 
miferies that befel the Hebrews. 

THERE was one Elkanah, a Levite, and an 
inhabitant of Ramath, inthe lot of Ephraim, 
who had two wives, Hannah and Phenan- Pe- 
nah}: bythe latter he had children, but by the Lae 
former, tor a good while, none at all: but this 
difappointment, however, did not one jotleffen 
his affections to her. Coming one as with 
his family to Shilo to worfhip, the holy taber- 
nacle being there, as has been faid heretofore, 

Elkanah made a diftribution of part of his own 

portion and provifion, to his wives and chil- 

dren; Phenannah, and her little ones, feed- 

ing together. ‘This fight made fuch an impref- 

fion upon Hannah, that fhe look’d upon it as 

a tacit reproach of her barrennefs, and upon 

that thought, betwixt gricf and envy, burtft 

out a weeping. Her husband and friends did 

what they could to comfort her; but fhe reject- 

ed all, and in that paffion went away di- 

rectly to the tabernacle, where fhe befought Hannah the 
God with carneft fupplications to grant her the wife of Elk« 
comfort of a fon, vowing, with a moft reli- 04h My for 
gious folemnity, to dedicate him wholly, and oan aa 


1 Sam.i. 3. 


by4 


Ruth to wire, 


ath iv. 13. in a moft peculiar manner, to his worfhip and yows him 


fervice. The length and earneftnefs of her God, Ver i 


prayers gave Eli, who was then fitting pe 
‘ the 


being done he took Ruth for his wife, and 
within the compafs of a year, fhe brought 
Lim a fon, which he committed to the care of 


iy 
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‘the tabernacle, an occafion to fufpect fhe was| loft, and fent immediately to the high-prieft 

in drink ; infomuch, that he called out to that |and the elders, to caufe the ark of God to be 

drunken woman to be gone. She made an-|brought into the army; that by its prefence 

fwer, that fhe drank nothing but water, only |they might obtain a victory, little dreaming 

her heart was heavy for want of children, and {that they were doomed to deftruétion by a 

that fhe was now imploring God in his mercy | higher power than that of the ark 5 nay, by 
fli comforts to make her a mother. Eli bad her fet her] that divine original, for whofe fake alone the 
Hannah with mind at reft then, for God would fend her] ark itfelf was had in veneration. The ark, The ark is 
the promif€ children. Upon ae encouragement fhe went| however, was brought into the field, the fons brought into 


of a fon, back chearfully to her husband, fell to her| of the high-pricft attending it with a charge, ae army, 
ees meat again, (which before went againft her 
























































er. 4, 5. 


that if it fhould happen to be loft, they fhould 
. ftomach,) and fo returned with her husband | never look their father in the face again. Phi- 
into the country, where, after a while, fhe] neces affifted only as the old man’s deputy, who 
he Birth of conceived, and in due time brought forth a| was far gone in years, and out of condition 
Ck Ver. fon, whom they called Samuel; that is to fay,| for that fervice. "The prefence of the ark in- ‘ 
SG, - Asked of God. ‘The parents returning to | {pired the Hebrews with new courage, as if the ‘ 
Shilo, to offer up facrifice, and pay their tenths, | very appearance of it brought viétory along ‘ 
according to cuftom, and to give God thanks] with it, while the other fide looked upon it as 
for the bleffing of a fon, the woman was not | a foreboding of their ruin; but upon the event, 
unmindful of her vow, but delivered the child | they both found themfelves miftaken; for the 
up to Eli, and dedicated him to God; ‘They| hopes of the one were difappointed, and fo 
ict his hair grow; his drink was altogether| were the fears of the other alfo; if an error 
water, and his ftation about the temple, where | to their advantage may be called a difappoint- 
he officiated, and was in time to become a|ment. But in fhort, the Hebrews turned their 
prophet. Hannah, after this, brought Elka-| backs upon the firft encounter, loft thirty thou- Thirty thou- 





nah other fons, and three ‘daughtcrs. fand men upon the fpot; the two fons of Eli ae ae : 
Samucl be- Wuen Samuel was juft entered into the] fell in the number, and the ark itfelf into the 7o4 bat 
ginsto pro- thirteenth year of his age, he began to pro-| enemy’s hands. ; tle, the fons 


of Eli being 
in the num- 





phecy atthir- phecy; and as he lay aflecp one night, God 


, teen years © Called him by name. ‘He took it for the high- 
Aa eu pricft’s voice, and fo went to him to know his CHAP. XI. |. Bey pene 
picafure; buc the high-prieft had not called | 24e death of Eli for the lofs of the ark; and the yee ty, 
birth of Ichabod. no 


him, he faid; and fo he told him over and | 
over again, upon a fecond, and a third call, 
after the fame manner; but Eli finding at laf 
where the miftake lay, told him that it was 
‘God who called him; wherefore my fon, fays 
Eli, whenever thou heareft the voice again, 
Act’ this’ be’ chy anfwer, “¢ Here Iam Lord; 
* fpeak, for thy fervant heareth, and is ready 
** to obey thee.” ‘The words that Eli put into 
his mouth, Samuel made ufe of at the next call, 
and the voice then went forward, faying, 
** Since thou art here at hand, I will now give 
* thee to underftand, that the Ifraclites are at 
“* this inftant upon the brink of fo dreadful a 
calamity, that it is not to be expreffed or 
believed, and hardly to be conceived. ‘The 
God foretels “ two fons of Eli fhall be cut off both in a 
the death of « day; the high-priefthood taken away for 
a and the © €¥er, from himfelf and his family, and tranf- 
trans‘erring ferred to Eleazar; for Eli, fays the voice, 
of the pricit- “¢ hath had more regard to his fons than to 
Hees fom “ my worfhip, though to the common deftruc- 
Elenmr, Ver. © tion of them all.” Samuel was not willing 
ig... tobe the reporter of thefe difmal tidings to 
Eli and his family; but being adjured by the 
high-pricit to give him a faithful account of 
the whole revelation, he delivered it in order 
from point to point, and left the old man no 
place to doubt of the inevitable deftru€tion of 
his fons. Samuel’s reputation for a prophet 
increafed daily, the event making good his 
predictions. 

Ar the fame time the Philiftines marched 
rSam iy.x. With an army againft the Ifraclites, and en- 
; Scrip. camped in Amphcck * ; but meeting there with 
Aphek. no oppofition, they advanced farther, and 

came foon after to a battle, wherein the He- 
The He. brews were routed; and having loft four thou- 
a lof  fand upon the place, the remainder fled, and 
mee ooo were purfued to their very tents. ‘This blow 
ftruck the Hebrews with fo mortal a dread, 


tle wich the . 
Philitines, ‘that they gave all in a manner for as good as 
2, 


the taking of the ark, being brought to 

hilo by a young Benjamite who madc his 
efcape out of the battle, filled the city with 
mournful cries and lamentations, which comin 
to the ear of the high-prieft, as he fat mounted 
upon a high chair at one of the gates, gave 
him reafonably to prefume the truth of the 
matter, and that fome miferable difafter had 
befallen the army; fo he called for the young 
man to fpeak with him; from whom he under+ 
ftood the particulars, and the event of the bat- 
tle. As for the lofs of men, and for the death 
of his fons, he fupported that part of the ftory 
with conftancy enough, being, in truth, pre~ 
pared for it by a revelation, which gave him 
fore-knowledge of fo much of the calamity, 
and he bare it the better, in regard that it was 
no furprize to him. But when he came to the giifalis down 
circumftance of the ark being taken, the ftroke dead upon 
was fo unexpected, that he funk under the oe oe a 
weight of it; dropp’d down out of his chair ine Cia 
of ftate, and gave up the ghoft, in the ninety Ver. 18,” 
eighth year of his age, and the fortieth of his 
government. ‘The wife of Phinees was {even 
months gone with child, fell in labour upon 
the news of her husband’s death, and died the 
fame day; but the child lived, and was called 
Joachab +, that is to fay, fhame and ignominy, { Scrip. Icha- 
pointing at the difgrace of that defeat. bod. 

Exx was the firft of the family of Ithamar, ve Peet. 
(another of the fons of Aaron,) that exercifed fion of the 
the function of high-prieft; for till then, it high-pricft- 
paffed from father to fon in the line of Elea- hood. 
zar, who left it to Phinees, and he to.his fon 
Abiezer; from him it went to his fon Bocejas, 
and thence to his fon Ozis, whence afterward 
to Eli, of whom we are now fpeaking; and 
in his family it continued till the reign of 
king Solomon, after which it returned again 
to the houfe of Eleazar. 
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Dazon falls dawn before it. 
a 


The taking of the avk 


I. 


The plagues that attended it till it was brought 


back again. 


The ark car- 


FTER this rout of the 
Hebrews, and the taking 
ot the ark prifoner, as is 
faid already, the Philif- 
tines carried it to * Azo- 
tus, in triumph, and there 
lodged it ameng other 
donatives and trophics, 
in the temple of- their 

Upon coming thither next day 





gc.i Dagon. 
to the:r morning devetions, they found Dagon 
tumbled down trom his pedeftal, and lying far 





upon the ground before the ark. This acci- 
dent puct them into a fuperftitious confufion 
what to think of it; but they prefently helped 
him up again, and put him in his former place. 
‘They continued going and coming as they had 
cccation, and fill as they fee him right one 
day, they were fure to find him proftrate upon 
the deer, and ina potture of adoring the ark 
Rext time they came, which was look’d upon 
by the people as the worftcf omens. In con- 
clufion, the city and province of Azotus was 
vinted with a moft judicial plague of the 
enthede- guts, which rotted them alive, and carried 
on ofthe them off by a violent dyfentery, with vomit- 
ings and torments not to be exprefs’d. They 








rt 


had another plague in the fields too; that is to 

fay, fuch {warms of mice, that they laid all 

waite wherever they came; plants, fruit, corn, 

and in fhort nothing efcaped them. While 

the people of Azotus lay groaning under thefe 
afflictions, without any hope or profpeé&t of 

cafe or remedy, they came to underitand that 

all this had befallen them for their facrile- 

gious violence upon the ark; and that at this 

ratc, all things confider’d, they had paid dear 

for the victory; fo that they fent a meflenger The ark re- 
with a requeft to the people of Afcalon, that moved to Af 
they would be pleafed to take the ark into “4! 
their city; who were fo far from any difficul- 

ty of complying with them, that they moft 
thankfully admitted it. After a fhort time The plagues 
they found that the judgments went along with that bite 
the ark; for the very plagues of Azotus were Se ae 
now transferr’d to Aicalon; and it ftaid not five cities of 
long there neither, but was ftill fent away Gath, Ekron, 
from one place to another, tillic had travelled Afcalon, 
through five of the Philiftines cities; and oe 
wherever it went, the fame calamities attended Yer, 5 6, &> 
it, with fuch a mortality, as if divine juftice 

had impofed a tribute upon the violators of 

God’s holy wovihip. ‘Phe ark wander’d, in 


fine, fo long, and fo far, that people were 


Se ects 


crip. Athdod, 


grown 
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* Arefolution DOthing ot the ark in the cafe. 


* tiken how to Was the fenfe of every man that was there pre- 
i di 


Chap. I. 


grown fhy of it, and would have nothing fur- 
ther todo withit; fo thar it was now the quef- 
tion, how to get quit of ic for good and all. . 

To this end, there was a council call’d of 





A council Ent r un 

about the — the principal men of the five cities before fpo- 
ark, whit  ken‘of; that is to fay, of * Gitta, Accaron, 
ue Afcalon, Gaza, and Azotus, to advife what 
oe meafures to take upon this occafion. Some were 


of’ opinion at firft, for fending the ark back 
to the owners of it; for the God, they faw, 
who had it under his care, would vindicate it, 
having already upon that account deftroy’d 
their people with peftilential difcafes, and laid 
feveral of their cities defolatc. ‘There were 
dome again that would not allow their opinion 
to be well grounded, who would have the ark 
to be the occalion of the calamities where- 
with they were afflicted. “* If God, they cried, 
“ had fuch a kindncefs for it, he would never 
“ have fuflered an enemy to have taken it, and 
* an enemy of another religion too.” So that 
this party was abfolutely againft the fending of 
ic home again; advifing them rather to bear 
the common chances of human life with cou- 
rage and patience; and to confider, like wife 
min, that there was nothing in all this, but 
according to the courfe of nature, that has a 
power over men’s bodies, plants, feafons, and 
the like, to do greater wonders than any thing 
here amounted to, ‘There remained yct an~- 
other fort, and men of gravity and experience 
- too, who advifed a middle courfe betwixt ei- 
ther fending it home, or detaining it; and this 
expedient carricd it from the former, as being 
more congruous to the prefent humour and at- 
fair. The propofal was this, that there fhould 
be made five golden images, one for each of 
the five cities, and dedicated to God, in ac- 
knowledgment of his goodnefs in delivering 
them from a plague by his Almighty powcr, 
which was out of the reach of any natural re~ 
medy to relieve. They propounded alfo five 
golden mice, alluding to the vermin that de- 
vour’d their plants; all to be put in a box, and 
laid upon the ark, the ark itfelf to be put into 
anew waggon, made exprefly for that fervice, 
and fo to be drawn by two milch kine, their 
calves fhut up, and Ieft behind to keep them 
from lingring upon the way: this waggon, 
with the ark, to be conducted to the parting 
of three ways, and the cattle there left at 
liberty to go whither they pleafed. If they 
took the Hebrew road, and went forward init, 
the calamities they fulfered might be imputed 
to the ark; but if they bent their couric any 
other way, they might conclude there was 
‘This advice 


{pote ofthe fent : 
ark, 
le 


vou and it was'foon after put in execution ; 

““S every thing being provided according to the 

order, the waggon drawn out to the crofs- 
way, and the company Icaving it. 
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The joy of the Uraclites at the return of the ark. 
44 inivaculous viGory obtain’d over the Phi- 
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went forward in it as direétly as if they had 
been led or driven; divers Philiftines follow- 
ing at a diftance, out of a curiofity to fee whi- 
ther they would go, and where they would 
take up. They went travelling on till they 
came to Bethfama +, a village in the tribe of 
Judah; and there they ftopp’d, notwithftand- 
Ing the temptation of a large plain in fight to 
invite them further. It was now fummer- 
harveft, and the people all bufy about their 
corn; but upon this occafion there came great 
multitudes thronging in; fome from their 
work, others from their houfes in the village, 
to fee the ark; and overjoy’d they were at the 
occafion. Upon coming:to the waggon, they 
took down the ark and the box, with the ima- 
ges and micc in it, and fet them down upon a 
great ftone that was there in the ficld. After 
this they facrificed and feafted, prefenting both The people 
the waggon itfelf, and the: beafts that drew argue and 
it, to God, for a burnt-offering. So foon as vine ake 
this ceremony was over, the’ Philiftines, who coming back, 
had follow’d therm thus far, returned into their Ver.15. 
own country. Upon this occafion feveral of 
the Bethfamites, to the number of feventy, fell 
under God’s difpleafure for the temerity of 
laying profane hands upon the ark, without 
the due authority and qualification of the prieft- 
hood. ‘This judgment caft a terrible damp 
upon the fpirits of the multitude in the middle 
of their rejoicings, to fee fo many of their 
friends and companions taken away from them 
by fo judicial a ftroke. By this calamity they 
became confcious to themfelves of their own 
unworthinefs, to have the ark of God lodged 
under their care; fo that they fent meflengers 
up and down to all the Hebrews, with advice, 
that the Philiftines had brought it back again. 
Upon this notice, it was forthwith tranfported 
to Cariathirim+, not fat from Bethfama, in the 
houfe of Aminadab, a Levite; aman of great phirim, into 
* * . . > 
repute for religion and integrity, and_there- the houfe of 
fore the fitter for the entertainment of fo fa- Aminadab, a 
cred a truft. It was committed to the charge Levite, tam. 
of himfelf and his fons, and with them it *"™ 
refted twenty years, (faving only the four 
months that it was detained by the Philiftines,) 
to the great honour of themfelves, and the fa~ 
tisfaction of the people. For the twenty years 
that the -ark continued at: Chiriathirim, the 
people fpent their whole time almoft in prayers 
and facrifices,’ attendances upon God’s wor- 
fhip, and the exercife of holy duties. Samuel . 
took an occafion from this good difpofition of 
the multitude, to harangue them upon the fub- 
Jeét of liberty, and the bleffings which atrend 
it; accommodating his difcourfe very perti-~ 
ee both to the feafon and to his buti- 
nefs, 
** Ye men of Ifrael, fays he, fince you find 
“ by experience that the malice of your ene- 
““ mics is implacable, and that your carneft jp. fubjeét of 
fupplications to God for relief are graciouf- religion, li- 
ly receiv’d, you would do well to confider, berty, and 
that-your wifhing for the freedom you want, 8°0¢ va. 
will never do your bufinefs, without exert- "*% °°" 3- 
ing your power to the utmoft, upon the 
proper means of procuring it; for to do 


The ark 
trantported 
to Caria- 


It continued 
there twenry 
years, 1 Sam.. 
vil 2. 


Samuel to 
the multi- 
tude, upon 


cc 





otherwife, is but praying one way, and aét~ 
| The beafts ; ; “ ing another. Wherefore, in the firft place, 
any HE ark , f ‘HE beafts being left to themfelves, |‘ be careful not to bring a fcandal upon your 
Aiea = ftruck dircétly into the Hebrew way, and‘ profeffion by ill manners, ‘but inure your. 
and fo top at - —— —_ 
a mG * es ao Ekron, Afcalon, Gaza, and Afhded. t Scrip. a a aca + Scrip. ee 
“Mer 14, . r : elves 
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wquaks, 
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{elves to the love and practice of juitice, 
* wirhout partialicy or corruption; purge 


“ your minds ot all grofs aflections; turn 
« God, call upon him, and edore him, anc 


“ 
a“ 
ce 
ee 
“ce 
ce 


honour him in your lives and converdarions, 
as well as with your lips. Do good things, 
and good will come of it; that 1s to fay, 
liberty and victory; jor thefe are bleflings 
not to be obtain’d by force of men, ftrength 
of body, or bands of foldiers, but God, 
who is truth itfelf, hath promifcd them 4s 
the rewards of probity and righteoufnets 5 
and you may depend upon 1t, he will never 
difappoint you.” ‘This ditcourfe was fol- 
low’d with the acclamation of the whole mul- 
titude, who with one voice made a folemn 
proteifion of their readincts to de or futfer any 
thing thar it ihould pleatc God to will and 
command them. 

Sasvec, attcr this, fummoned the people 
to 2 congregation in a city calla Mizpch, 
(that is to fav, confpicuous,) where they drew 
water, and iacrificed ; tpending the whole day 
in iaitingand prayer. The Philiitincs, in the 


ce 
« 
sc 
“ac 


e mean time, were not without intelligence of 


this meeting at the Hebrews; and fo they ad- 
vanced toward them with a very great army, 
deligning to fall upon them, while they were 
utterly unprepared for action, and net fo much 
asin the leat appreheniive of any occafion 
turit. This furprize pat them in the greateft 
terror imaginable ; infomuch, that chey went 
,trembling and halt dead to Samucl for ad- 
cz what to do, telling him in plain terms, 
That they had acither hearts nor ftrength 
to encounter an enemy, by whom they had 
been fo often wortted. Thev thould be glad 
to be quice, they faid, without giving anv 


ac 


oe 
oy 


“© tarcher provocation to fo powerful an adver- 
S farv.” “Thev told him that they came thi- 


tO 


ther in obedience only his order, to offer 
up prayers and facrifices, and to cnter into a 
military oath ef fidelity; and “S here are we, 
“ they fuid, naked and unarmed, at mercy, 
without any hope or poifibilicy of cfeaping, 
unlefs you can prevail with God to refcue 
us miraculouily out of the hands: of the Phi- 
littines.” Samucl bad them tear nothing 5 
for Ged had promifed them his protection and 
aifittance, and he would moft certainly make 


ce 
ce 
C3 


e 


wel ofers goed his werd; fo Samucl facrificed a fucking 


lamd ro God, in the name of the people, im- 


‘“* ploring his aid againft the power of the Phi- 


litines, in favour of the Hebrews, who put 
their whole truft in him, and not to forfake 


{ 


Book VI. 


ftagecring. In fome places it open’d, and 
{fwallow’d them up alive, before they knew 
where they were; and all this, accompanied 
with fuch dreadful claps of thunder, and flathes 
of lightening, that their very eyes and limbs 
were {corched to fuch a degree, that they 
could neither fee-their way before them, nor 
ftand to their arms. In this confternation they 
tled in as detfencelefs 2 condition as if they 
had been fo many naked men without their 
arms ; Samucl and his people clofely purfuing 
them with a terrible flaughter, till they came 
to a place call’d Chore, and there he fixed a 
kind of monumental ttone, in the nature of a 
trophy, for a.mark of the bounds, both of the 
victory and of the chace, calling the place 
the Strong, in remembrance of God’s power- 
tul aflittance to his people in the aétion. The 
Philiftines were fo cow’d, and cait down with 
this difafter, that betwixt the dread they had 
of the Hebrews, and the memory of what they 
fuffered, they never had the hearts afterward 
to lift up their hands againft them, but con- 
tented themfelves to fic down lofers, and to 
keep within cheir bounds. ‘Vhe ancient cou- 
rage of the Philittines was now gone over to 
the other fide; and Samuel would not give 
them over, till by repeated inroads, and tre 
quent executions upon them, he had broughr 
down the ttomachs of the whole nation to the 
loweft degree of defpondency and abjection. 
Tn this courfe of fucceiles, he retook the coun- 


try that lies betwixt Gath and Accaron *, 





The Phiir. 
tines, in 2 
conflerua- 
tion, Hy be. 
fore rhe He. 
brews, Ver. 
LI. 

Samuel Lets 
up aflone for 
a*monumen: 
of the victo- 
ry, Ver. iz 


Samuel reco 
vers wl the 
nc SrA = : country they 
which the Philiftines had tormerly taken from 4.) toil i 
the Jews. But there was peace at this time twixe Gath 
betwixt the Hebrews and the reft of the Cha- a Accaron, 


erog4 
naanites. * Ser, Lkros. 








CHAP. Ill 


Samuel being now in years, trausfers the govern- 
ment to Lis two fois. 


O foon as Samuel had put the people in The excd- 

9) fome fort of order, and re-inftated them in !¢"* polly 

‘ ~ : ~ cone and method 

the pofleffion of their lands and cities, he ap~ o¢ Samuel's 

pointed publick mectings at certain times and governmen 
places, tor the hearing of canfes, and admi- 
niftration of common juttice ; taking a progrefs 
twice a year into all thofe towns of appeal, 
and law-bufinefs, to fee right done himiclt; 
making it his principal care itill, not to depart 
from the laws of his country. ‘This was the 
policy and method of his management for a 


them at prefent, nor fuffer them to be affli€ted | long time ; but in the end, when old age, and Samuel, 0 


Me 
aa 


with a fecond and final ruin. God accepted of 
“with the comtortable atiurance of giving the 
Hebrews an entire victory. But while the fa- 
‘crifice was vet upon the altar, and not wholly 
confumed, the Philiftines drew up in a body, 
and pretented themfelves in order of battle, 
in fuch hopes and affurances of a victory, as if 
the Jews were already taken and furpriz’d, 
without cither arms or order, or the leaft 
thought or defign of fighting. The event, 
however, prov’d fo contrary to what they ex- 
pected, chat it they had been foretold by an 
oracle of the ifflue, they would not have be- 
liew’d it. 

_ I~ the firft place, God fhook the founda- 
tiens-of the-earth under the feet of the Phi- 
liitines, fo chat they could not ftand without 


the inerifice, and anfwer’d Samucl’s requcft! him unfit for the perfonal performance of thefe 


the weakneffes that attend it, had rendered pao . 


are of the 
publick offices, he devolved the authority and governmest 
care of the whole upon his two fons, Jocl and upon hb ir 
Abiah; the former being the elder, and the fob 
other the younger; directing them to make a appointing 
diftribution of the people into two divifions, rhem their, 
and the two brothers to go feveral circuits ; walksande 
the one to have his coure of judicacure at Be- Cust 7 
thel, the other at Beerthcba. viii. I. 

We may learn from hence, that fons do not 
always tread in their fathers footfteps, either 
‘in the ways of good or evil; but many an ex- 
celient father has a wicked wretch to his fon 3 
and fo on the contrary, a fober virtuous child 
may be the fon of a gracclefs father; as thele 
young men for exampic, without any regard 
to the doétrine and practice of Samuel, ftcered 

2 


Chap. IV. 


‘he fons of a courfe direétly contrary to the prudence and 

samuel dege- egnity of his inftitutions and meatures. They 

nerate, 154+) onicnred the facred name of juftice for mv- 
ney, making judgment to be mercenary; . and 
in this ftace of corruption, controverfies were 
decided by the value of the bribe, -not the 
righreoufnefs of the caufe. They were fill 
indulging themfelves in-riot and. cxctefs, when 
they dhould -have bcen upon the bench, and fo 
abandon’d to their avarice and pleafure, as if 
they had deliberately entered into an equal 
defiance of the will and commands of their 
God, and of their father; for Samnel laid 

‘nothing more to heart, than the care of: keep- 
ing. the people in the-train of a dutiful obe- | 
dience to.cheir fuperiors, and in rhe knowledge 
and‘ obfervance of common juftice one with 
another. 
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CHAP. IV. 


The Uvraelites prefs eavnefly for a king, and God' 

in his wrath gives then one. 
‘The people 'T HE people were fo outrageoufly tranf{-! 
are weary, of ported againft the fons of Samucl, to fee! 
Samucl’stons, fych abufes in a frame of government fo -¢x-) 
Malets cellent, both in refpeét of policy and of man.: 
ners, that they gathered themielves together, 
and went unanimoufly-to the father, who was }. 
then at Ramah, with a grievous. remonftrance 
againft his fons for their mifgovernmcat in ge- 
neral, and the particulars at length. of their 
male adminiftration; making ic their earncft 
requeft to him, in regard of his own infirmity 
of ‘body, and the intolerable extravagancy ‘of 
this fons, that he would fet fome king over 
them, under whofe conduét they might revenge’ 
themfelves upon the Philiftines, for the injuries. 
they had donc them.. 

Wow thefe words to Samuel, who -was na-, 
turally a lover of juftice, and a profefs’d ene- 
my to tyranny, fo difturbed him (being in_his 
judgment alfo for an Ariftocracy, as a form 
moit accommodate to the well-being of the 
Samuel could people,) that he could neither eat nor fleep for 
not fleep oe the thoughts of it, but lay toffing and turning 
Aaa of Himfelf all night, reftlefs and unquiet. While 
this, Ver.6. he was thus labouring under an anxicty of 

mind, God appeared to him in a vilion; and 

for his comfort, bad him trouble himfclf no 

further with this remonftrance of the people; 
God tells Sa-“¢ For, fays the voice, they have not put an 
ee “affront upon thee, but me, in rejecting me 
off thee, but “© for their king; and this is no more than 
me,Ver. 7. “* what they have been continually atrempting, 
fince I firft brought them out of Egypt, 
wherefore Ict them have their own way; but. 
they thall dearly rue it e’re it be long, and 
abhor themfelves for their ingratitude, both | 
to me and to my prophet, but it will be } 
then too late, and to no purpofe; for when 
the thing is once done, "tis never to be un- 
donc; wherefore I will have thee give them 
‘a king, and he fhall bea king of my defign-. 
ing too; but before they go- any: further, 
forewarn them of the miferies they are now 
drawing upon their own heads. Doas I bid 
you; but proteft to them at the fame timc,, 
how much it goes againft your heart to com-: 
ply-with them, in changing the form of go-| 
vernment,; which will certainly be for the 
worte.” 


And prefs to 
have a king 
over them, 
Ver. 5. 
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Saul declared king. 


who had a fon named Saul; aman of a proper 
goodly ftature, and a mind anfwerable to the aproad to 

graces of his body. The father took much look after his 
pleafure in a breed of affes he had, a 
his other beafts ; and fome of them being mif- 
fing, he fent his fon abroad, and one fervane 
with him, to look after them. 
fought and enquired from one tribe to an- 
other, without any tidings of them, he ftcered 
his courfe homewards, for fear his father fhou 


157 


commiflion arid Same] calls an 





SamueEL, according to his~ 


inftructions, fummoned an allembly to meet the aflemlly, and 
next day, engaging that he would affign them 
a king, bue not without letting them know be- 
forehand what they were to endure under a firft whar 
onarchy. 


promifes 
them a king 5 
telling them 


“‘ Your kings, fays he, fhall take Kind of king 
J 2 > Sipe it will be, 
your fons to drive their chariots, and ro be yor 76.19, 
their -horfemen and body-guard, and fome 

fhall.be their lacqueys; others they will 

make tribunes and centurions; fome again 

they will fer to till their ground, reap their 

tharveft, dig in their vineyards, and make 


.them inftruments both for war, and tor other 


‘purpofes. There is nothing fo mean or ex- 
travagant, but you fhall be fore’d to do it, 
like flaves bought with their money: they 
will make your daughters perfumers, cooks, 
and paftry-fervants; compelling them to.do. 
all that upon necefliry, which the meaneft of 
your flaves are frighted into for fear.of cor- 
rection and blows. ‘They fhall:give away 
your poileffions to their cunuchs.and guards, 
divide your flocks and herds among their ta 
vourites; but-to fay all in a word, you and 
yours fhall be as ruch vaffals to your king, 
as his own domefticks. When you come to 
find all this to be truc, remember what If 
foretold you. When that day comes, you 
fhall beg to be quit of your king, with as 
‘much importunity as ever you did to have 
one: you fhall then curfe your obftinacy, © DC Peon’? 
and reflecting upon your fins, cry to God for hey tall a 
mercy, in the anguifh of your fouls, and pent when it 
not obtain it: you fhall defpair under the 1s too late, 
repulfe, and fuffer the punifhments of your ibid. 
wickcdnefs in the torment of a guilty con- 

{cience.”” ; 
Test counfels and premonitions wrought 


The people 


no more upon the multitude than if they had 
been all deaf; for they fhut their ears againft 
all that could be offer’d them, cither of fo- 
briety, or found reafon ; and inftead of defift- 
ing, nothing would ferve them but a king im- 
mediately, at all hazards. 


“ ‘They could not 
defend themfelves, they faid, againft thcir 
é€nemies under any other form of govern- 
ment; and why fhould not they have a king 
as well as their ncighbours?’”” When Sa- 


muel found them fo untraétably wilful, in de- 
fpite of all counfels and forebodings, he dif- 
mifs’d them all to their own homes, with this 
aflurance, that he would call them together 
again fo foon as ever he fhould receive direc- 
tion from God what king to give them. 








CHAP. V. 


Nahafp befieges Fabefo. 
Saul relieves it, and gives the enemy a total 


defeat. 


HERE was one Kis, of the tribe of Saul, the fon 


saint d ed, of Kis, of the 
Benjamin, a man well born and bred, Ol eM) oo 


jamin, is fent 


above all father’s affes, 
x Sam. xix. 2; 


3. 
When he had 


Jd 
be 
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be troubled to think what was become of him. 
As they were upon the way near Ramah, the 
fervant cold Saul, that there was a tamous pro- 
phet liv’d there, and advited him to go and 
enquire of him atter the afles. Ay, but fays 
Saul, I have not wherewithal about me to gra- 
tity him for his pains, for the ftock is all {pent 
that I brought out with me. ‘The fervant told 
him, that he himfelf had a quarter-ficle * Ieft 
yet, and he thought that might be fufficienc ; 
not underitanding that this was none of the 
prophets who made a trade of difcovering 
things loft tor money. So they went forward, 
and meeting feyeral damfcls at the gates of the 
town, going out to fetch water, asked them 
whereabouts the prophet lived. They fhew’d 
them che houfe, and told them, thac if they 
had any bufincfs with him, they would do well 
to make hafte, and get to him betore he went 
to fupper; for he had invited a great deal of 
company that night, and they ftaid only tor 
his coming, to take his place with the reit of 
his guetts. 
Sau!scoming Samer had been clofe at his prayers the 
toSamucl was whole day before, for direétions trom God 
forctoid him, ho thould be king ; and he was anfwered, 
S299 T& shar the next day he fhould receive his order; 
for there thould come a young man to him of 
the tribe of Benjamin, at the fame hour. Sa- 
mucel fat waiting in the houfe all this while, 
in expectation of this Benjamice, ‘till the pre~ 
cife hour was come, and then going to fupper, 
found Saul, whom he knew by an immediate 
intpiration to be the perion delign’d for the 
government. Saul advanced toward Samucl, 
and faluting him, told him he was a ftranger, 
and {0 defir’d the favour of him to know where 
he might find the prophet. Samuel’s anfwer 
Was, that he was che man; and fo taking him 
vost takes to fupper, he difcover’d unto him, not only 
vaslro fupper that the alits he fought for were all fate, but 
that he himfelf was upon the point of being 
exalted trom that employment, to the higheti 
pitch of fovercign power. “ Alas! my Jord, 
“days Saul, I have no fuch hopes in my 
thoughts, as you do me tke honour to ime 
gine; neither am I of a tribe or family 
that fets up tor kings; it looks as if you 
Were net in carneft, to put a fancy in my 
“head ot a dignity fo much above my con- 
** dition.” The fupper waited, and the pro- 
phet took Saul, and placed him above the reft 
ot his guefts, (who were feventy in number, ) 
and his fervant next him, giving orders to the 
waiters to bring Saul a royal mefs; there fat 
in conierence together till cowards bed-time, 
when the company broke up, and every man 
went to his own home, faving only Saul and 
his fervant, who ftaid with the prophet that 
night. 

By break of day next morning, Samuel call’d 
up his gueit, and directed him in his way. 
When they were gotten out of the city, he de- 
fir’d Saul co bid his fervant go a little before; 
icr he had fomewhat to fay to him in private. 
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ss He did fo; and when the prophet had him | “ 
es alone, he took out a glafs of oil, and pouring |“ 
andpro- ° 2£0n his head, he pronounced and faluted him | “ 

cc 


nounces him King, upon that anointing; telling him, thar 
king, 1 Sam. this honour was donc him in expectation that 
Nd. he would protcé the Hebrews, and do them 

tight upon the Philiitines, for the injurics they 


® Viz. abour f+ on : : 
Viz. abour feven pence three farthings in our money. 


FLAVIUS JOSEPHUS of 


had done them. 


‘delt with this token, you fhall fall into com- 


Book VJ. 


Samuel fore. 
tels Saul wha 
would bela} 
him in his 
pany upon your journey, with rhree men go- journey, 
ing to Bethel to worthip; one of them car- Ver. 2--S. 
rying three loaves, the iecond a kid, and the 

third a bottle of wine. ‘They fhall crear 

you with refpeét, and give you two of their 

loaves, which you are to receive. You will 

then advance to the fepulchre of Rachel, 

where you fhall meet the news of your afles 

being jound. After that you will go to 

Gabatha, and join yourfelf to a congrega~ 

tion of prophcts that you fhall find there, - 

and by the allittance of the fpirit of God, 

you yourfelf thall prophecy in company with 

them, to the aitonifhment of all that fhall 

fee and hear you; infomuch, that the people 

fhall fay among themtelves in admiration, 

how comes the fon of Kis to be found among 

the prophets? When this comes to pafs, you 

may conclude for a certainty, that the hand 

of God is init. You may go then to falute 

your father and kindred; and when I fend 

to you, come to me to Gilgal, where we 

may offer up our prayers to God, with fa- 

crifices and thank{givings.” Upon thefe 


“ Now, fays Samucl, to con- 
firm what I cell you is truth, fatisty your- 


words they parted, and Saul found every cir- 


cumftance in his 
had foretold him. 


journey to fall out as Samuel 


Upon coming back to his father’s houfe, his 


Kinfman Abner (for whom he had a very great 
Kindnefs and efteem) was mightily inquificive 

into the ftory of his late adventure, and Saul 

very frankly told him the whole butinefs of his 

going to the prophet, and how he came to hear 

ot his afles again, but not one word of his ele- 

vation to the throne, for tear cither of draw- 

ing an envy upon him, if ic fhould be believ’d, 

or of incurring the cenfure of a vain whimfical 

man, if ic fhould be mittrufted ; fo that though 

Abner was his fingular friend, and near rela- 

tion, yet confidering that men’s affections are 
changeable, and fief and blood frail, he 

thought it fafer, and more difercet, to referve 

himfelf upon that point; for men do naturally 

caft an evil eye upon other people’s profperity, 

in preference to themfelves, even where the 
diftinguifhing favour of God fhews itfelf moft 
remarkably in the bleffling. The next thing 

Samuel had to do, was to call the people to- Samuel calls 
gether; which he did, and they met at + 
pch; where, in a full congregation, 
ver’d himfelf to this effect: 


Miz- the people 
+_ together, 
he deli Vor. ioe 


** Tam now, by the command, and in the Samuel’s dif 
name of God, to tell you, that it was he conrfe ee 
who deliver’d you out of your Egyptian Ae eae 
bondage, and over and over refcued YOU OUE nef, and the 
of the hands of your enemies, when _ they people's in- 
had you under their feet at mercy: I am gratitude, ia 
likewife to mind you of your contumacy Grd pc thie 
and ingratitude toward that God, in. return king. Ver.13, 
for all thofe mercies and benefits ; how you 19. 
have, as much as in you lay, depofed him 

from his authority over you, and rather 

chofen a man of your own make and frailty, 

than the Almighty King of Kings for your 
governor; as if any ruler would do better 

for you than he that made you; a king that 

will treat his fubjects like beafts, ac will and 

pleafure, and ufé them only as inftruments 

and minifters of his paffions and lufts. But 
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month, but there broke out a war with Nahath, A war with 

the king of the Ammonites, which redounded aaa king 
: ape he Am- 

very much to his honour. ‘This Nahafh had monites, 

committed feveral outrages upon the Jews be- 1 Sam. xi, 1. 

yond Jordan, making inroads into their coun- 

try, and conquering their citics with a numc- 

rous and powerful army; nor was he content 

to make flaves of them at prefent by force, un- 

lefs he alfo put them out of all poffibilicy, by 

itratagem and cunning, of ever recovering their 

treedom. Now the invention was this; they 

pluck’d-out the right eyes of all they got into The Amma- 

their power, whether by force, or by treaty 3 nites pluck 

fo that they muft either lofe the ufe of the Cee Hehe 

buckler which cover’d the left eye, or the be- pritoners 

nefit of having any eyes at all. they take, 

Nauasu having treated the people beyond Ver. 2. 
Jordan after this cruel manner, marched with 
his army on the fame defign to the country of 
the Gileadites, and fo to Jabefh, the capital 
city of the province, and there encamp'd. 

From hence he fent a fummons to the inhabi- A terrible 
tants, cither to deliver up the town, and fub- fummons to 
mit to the lofs of their right eyes, or other- J#b©™:, ibid. 
wife to ftand the uttermoft peril of fire and 
fword; leaving it at their choice, cither to 
compound for a part, or to run the hazard of 
the whole, life and all. The men of Jabeth 
were now at a ftand, ncither daring to give a 
tame nor'a refolute anfwer; but upon confide- 
ration, they divided the bufinefs, and the re- 
turn was this: they defired only fevén days And feven _ 
liberty to fend to their friends and allies for dys ene 
relicf; which if obtain’d, they faid they would eer a 
wage war; butif none came in that compafs yer, 3. ° 
of time; they promifed to render themfelves up 

‘to the enemy upon their own terms. Nahafh 

had fo contemptible an opinion of thefe people, * 

that he made no difficulty at all of complying 

with their conditions. 

Urow this crifis they pofted away exprefics They fend 
to their friends throughout all the citics of I{- meflengers to 
rael, for immediate fuccour, with an account Sab and 

- . : elfewhere, 
of the defperate ftreights they were in, under g- vetief. 
the-menaces of a powerful enemy. ‘The mife- 
rable diftrefs of their-condition drew tears and 
pity wherever they came, but not a creature 
durft fo much as attempt to help them ; and 
it was the fame thing with the inhabitants of 
the metropolis alfo, where Saul kept his refi- 
dence, as it was in other places; but he ha-~ 
ving been abroad, and upon coming to town 
again, finding the people under fo difmal a 
confternation, he inftantly enquir’d if all was 
fafe, and the reafon of their fudden fadnefs; 
and from the couriers who brought the news, 
he got the whole ftory. 

Wuite things were in this defperate cxtre= 
mity, the fpiric of God came upon Saul; who 
in the heat of this impulfe, fent fome of the 
meffengers back again to the men of Jabefh, 
with an affurance, that or the third day || he saul anfwers 
himfelf would come to thcir affiftance, beat them prophe- 
the enemy by break of day, and that thé rifing tically, that 
fun fhould fee them totally routed and de- 9" thers 
ttroy’d, and the wretched citizens freed from quid be re- 
their fears, and fecured againft any farther liev'd, and 


danger. S he difpatch’d away with this the encmy 
gs ome he patc. ay routed and 


“© well, my brethren, fince you are unaltcrably 
«© determin’d to have it fo, and for the take of 
“¢ an inconfiderate tranfport of levity, to catt 
¢¢ off all manner of reverence for the duties of 
“¢ honour, honefty, and confcience: Since this, 
“¢ I fay, is your final refolution,a king you thall 
“© have, and thercfore divide yourfelves into 
“¢ tribes and tamilics, and put it then to the 
“© lot who fhall be the man.”? Thcy did fo, 
samuel} puts and the lot of the tribe fell upon Benjamin ; 
the choice © that of the familics upon Matri; and in con- 
the lot, ane clufion, when they came to try ic man by man, 
Set the perfonal lot fell upon Saul, the fon of Kis; 
eam, x. 20, Who being made privy to all this beforehand, 
21. flipp’d out of the way fo foon as the choice 
was over, that he might not be thought ambi- 
gious of the honour. It was an initance of 
great modefty and good government in him, 
that being advanced from a private ftate to a 
fovereign authority over a mighty nation, he 
was not only, not vain, proud, and forward 
to fhew himfelf upon the promotion, but to 
avoid the pomp and oftcntation of his new dig- 
nity, he fo induftrioufly withdrew himfelf from 
the cyes and acclamations of his own fubjects, 
that no body knew where to find him; where- 
as the hundredth part of this furprize would 
have turn’d the brain of a man lefs temperate, 
with joy and oftentation. 

Upon Saul’s not appearing, or rather upon 
his not being to be found, they were all at a 
nonplus what to do without him, and how to 
come at him; till upon the application of the 
prophee for further light and direétion, God 
was pleafed to make known to him the place 
where Saul lay conceal’d 3 whereupon Samucl 
caus’d him immediately to be fent for, and 
brought into the field, where he was ob{erved 
to be taller by the head and fhoulders than the 
reft of the people, and to have fomewhat of 
a natural majefty in his very perfon. 

Samuel pre- Saux being thus produced, the prophet pre- 
fents saul to fented him in manner as follows: “* Behold, 
the people as “ fays he, the king that God hath given you, 
tae king that ¢¢ and . di bh i} f hij 

Gide acs you may read in the excellency of his 
fign'd them; “ perfon how well he is qualified for this ho- 
and they all “© nour; the people feconding this recommen- 
ae MN “24 © dation with fhouts and acclamations of, God 
Coc “ fave the king.” Samucl had committed to 
cerning Saul WTiting the prediction of what would betal this 
areal to people under a kingly government, and read 
oe f it over to them in the hearing of Saui himfelf; 
inthe fane. Gepoliting the book at laft in the tabernacle of 
tary,Ver.23. God, to remain as a memorial -to pofterity of 

the truth of all he forerold. 

Txis folemnity being now over, Samuel 
difcharged the congregation, and went home 
himfelf to Ramah *, and Saul to Gibeah +, 

. the place where he was born. He was attend- 
ed with a great train of very good men, who 
made their court out of pure loyalty and re- 
{pect, to congratulate his acceffion to the throne, 
but not without mutineers and malecontents in 
abundance, who out of fpite and envy, made 
{port of the whole matter, behaving themfelves 
contemptuoufly even toward, the king himfelf, 
as well as his dutiful followers, neither offering 
prefents or congratulations to bid him welcome 
to his dignity. ; mefiage, others he kept for guides, to conduct Pan sa 

Saux had not been invefted ki im the ri is mz os 

uxt had no in d king above a him the right way upon his march. 


ST ee ee ne en ee Be te ee 


* "Agu eae. Tt PelaS2’, Jof See Berkelius upon Steph. Byzant. v. Tala’Su. . 
: 1 There is a {mall variation -here from the {cripture, with refpect to time; for in 1 Sam. xi.g. “tis faid, ‘* And 
* they faid unto the meflengers that came, thus fhall ye fay unto the men of Jabefh-Gilead,, ro Morrow, by that 
“* time the fun be hor, ye fhall have help.” 
sc CHAP. 
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CHAP. VI. 


Saul vaifes an army, routs Nabkafb, aad is a fe 
coud time anointed and declar’d king. 


AUL being now ftreighten’d in time, and 
the people backward enough to the we 
bethought himfelf of an invention how he 
might both quicken and encourage them ; we 
king account, that in fome cafes men wil do 
more for fear of lofs, than for the love of vir- 
saal’s projeét tue: fo that he firft hough’d che * legs of, his 
of houghing Cee oxen, and then publith’d a declaration, 
Als OWN ORM. oe whoever fhould fail of appearing the next 
day in arms at the river Jordan, and thence to 
follow him and Samuel, wherefoever they 
fhould lead them, he fhould have his oxen fer- 
ved after the fame manner. This fuccecded 
fo well, that for fear of incurring the penalty, 
Tie getstwo there came together at the precife time, a body 
prodigious of feyen hundred thonfand fighting men, as ap- 
Uae pear’d upon a review near the city of Balam, 
ai. 5. where they had their rendezvous; not reckon- 
ing feventy thoufand men more of the tribe o1 
Judah. With this army they pats’d the Jor- 
dan, and atter a march of abour ten {choeni ++ 
that night, they poflefs’d themfelves of the 
ground which Saul had pitch’d upon, before 
fun-rife next morning. From this place they 
Acd falls up- broke in upon the enemy, front, Hank, and 
ontheenemy, rear, in three divifions, by a moit unexpected 
es furprize, cutting them down on all hands with 
Ver te a dreadful flaughter. ‘The Ammonites, in hne, 
Acomplete were totally routed; and among others Na- 
vigtory, and hath their king was ilain in the battle, the He- 
pee renee brews remaining matters of the field, having 
™""" obtain’d a complete victory. This glorious 
czal getsa adtion gave Saul a mighty reputation, both for 
mighty repa- his valour and conduct; infomuch, that 1 
tauon by this brought bis very enemies over to him; and thofe 
sstion, V- 12 who betwixt envy, hatred, and contempt, could 
not before afford him a good word, were now 
the men that paid him the greateft honour, 
and extoll’d him to the skies for the brayeft 
and the beft of governors, Nor did Saul con- 
tent himfelf with having deliver’d the inhabi- 
tants of Jabefh, but he carried the war into 
the land of the Ammonites; laid wafte their 
country, enrich’d his army with the fpoil, and 
brought off the people fafe and yiétorious to 
their own homes again. 
i Nexrruer did the multitude forget to ap- 
hr je Plaud themiclyes all this while, for the nota- 
eby ble expedient of chufing a king; for they 
“ look’d upon Saul to be the people’s king, and 
confequently their inftrument; fo that what- 
ever he did, they took it virtually to be their 
own act. “* Where are thofe bufy fellows, 
“they cry’d, that were fo fierce againft our 
having a king? why are not rhofe traitors to 
theircountry brought to condign punifhment, 
and made examples of?” After this out- 
ragcous and extravagant rate they went ram- 
bling up and dewn, (as the humour of the rab- 
ble is to judge of every thing by the event,) 
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till Saul interpofed with an oath, that he would 
not fuffer any thing fo derogatory to the occa-~ 
fion, as the confounding of God’s mercies 
with human pailions, by polluting a day of 
victory over their enemics with the blood of 
their friends. He put a compliment, how- 
ever, upon the good intention of their laud- 
able zeal, but {till adjur’d them to lay afide all 
animofitics and hatred, and to join all as one 
man in the dedication of that blefled day 
wholly to joy and cthank{giving. 

When mattcrs had proceeded thus far, Sa- Samuel calls 

muel advifed the calling of another affembly, ae af 
to ratify and citablifh Saul in che right and pot= Gina y 
{cifion of the throne. So the convention was 
appointed, and met at Gilgal, where Saul was 
again anomtcd by Samuel, and proclaimed Saul a fecond 
king a fecond time, in the fight and hearing of time anoint- 
all the people. Thus was the republican ftate ¢4, ang pro- 
of the Hebrews tranflated to a monarchy: the Var is. 
form of the government, military and civil, TheHebrews 
under Mofes and his fuccetfor Joihua, was an Ariftocracy 
Optimacy or Ariftocracy ; and tor a matter of trn’d co 
cighteen years after that, it was no better than “OPUC?: 
a dire€t anarchy, without any order at all; 
but re-afluming their old form of government, 
which was to chufe fome eminent perfon whom 
they found moft competent for the funétion, the 
fovercignty was lodged in magiftrates, under 
the name of judges, and there it continued fo 
long as the adminiftration lafted. 

‘Tue aflembly being by this time ready to Samuel jufti- 
break up, Samuel applied himfelf in a difcourfe his admi- 
to them, by way ot appeal, to this effect: “ I Soe Le 
ce . * 7 a 
do adjure you, fays Samucl, in the name of the pcople, 
the great God of your forefathers, who gave 1 Sam. xii. 
them thofe incomparable brothers, Mofes 2--5- 
and Aaron, for their rulers and guides, and 
delivered them out of the bondage of Egypr, 
to give mea true anfwer now, in the pre. 

“ fence of the king, without any reftraint or 
“ fear, tendernefs or refpeét, to fome few 
queftions that I fhall ask you. Can you, or 
any of you, charge me with fo much as one 
fingle aét of corruption, partiality, or in- 
juttice, in my whole adminiftration ? Whofe 
ox, whofe fheep, or whofe afs have I taken? 
not but that prefents of good-will in the 
matter of neceffaries for life, may be re- 
ceived, without cither crime or fcandal. 
Yet give me leave to fay again, if you can 
lay any thing of this kind to my charge, 
“* {peak it before the king’s face, and do not 
“ {pare me.” Upon this, the whole multitude 
acquitted him with one voice, declaring una- 
nimoufly, that his government had been fault- 
lefs, and according to the ftriéteft rules of 
picty and juftice. . 

“ We tt, fays Samuel, I am glad of your samuel taxes 
“¢ acknowledgment here before the king, that the people 
you have no caufe of complaint againft me. fr se 
I with I could fay as much for you 1003 fino of 
“* for to deal freely, you have been mightily God to chu 
to blame. What fhould you chufe another a king, Ver 
“ king for, after the experience of fo many.©~-15: 

‘ fignal mercies, and miraculous deliverances, 


ce 
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si * This fa& is alfo fomewhar differently circumftanced in Scripture ; for ver. 7. of the fame chapter “ris faid, 
And he, Saul, took a yoke of oxen, and hewed them to pieces, and fent them throughout all the coafts of Ifrael, 


*€ faving, whofoever cometh 

+ Admitting, according to fome, 
miles, which was a prodigious way 
that nothing certain can be 


: 


fix'd ‘upon. 


who fuppofe the leaft, a Schenos to be four miles, 
for one night’s march; but there is fuch a variety of opinions amongft authors, 


not forth after Saul, and after Samuel, fo fhall it be done unto his oxen.” 


ten Scheeni muft be forry 


« while 
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“¢ while you where under God’s protection, 
¢* and own’d him for your governor. You 
«¢ have forgotten the ftory of your forefather 
*¢ Jacob’s coming into Egypt, only with fe- 
“ wenty men in his train, diftrefs’d for want 
“¢ of bread; how God provided for them, and 
“¢ by his blefling how they increafed and mul- 
“ tiplicd. You have forgotten the ilavery and 
“* oppreflion they groaned under; till upon 
“¢ their cries and fupplications for relief, God 
“ refcu’d them himfelf without the help of a 
“¢ king, by the hands of Mofes and Aaron, 
“¢ who brought you out of Egypt intothe land 
“¢ you are now poflefled of. How can you be 
“* jo ungratetul now, after fo many bleffings and 
“* benefits received, as to depart from the re- 
‘© verence and allegiance you owe to fo power- 
*¢ ful and fo merciful a proteétor ? how often 
“* have you been deliver’d up into the hands 
“« of yourenemies for your apoftafy and difo- 
“* bedience 3 and as ofteri afterward reftor’d 
“* to God’s favour, and your liberty, upon 
“* your humiliation and repentance? who was 
“¢ it but God that gave you victory, firft over 
“‘ the Affyrians, and then over the Ammo- 
“* nitcs, and the Moabites, and laft of all, o- 
ver the Philiftines? not by the influence and 
“* dircétion of kings, but under the conduét 
“ of Jephtha and Gideon. What madncfs has 
“¢ pofiefs’d you then, to abandon a heavenly go- 
“¢ vernour for an earthly! but however, to gra- 
““ tify your asking; a king you would have, 
“and aking you have, whom I have only mi- 
nifterially declar’d, according to the over- 
“ ruling order, and appointment of God. 
Simuel prays ** Bur to fhew you now, by an infallibic 
for arempeft “€ token from heaven, that God is highly of- 
from heaven, «© fended at this importunity of yours, for an 
ec ‘¢ altcration of your government, I do now 
plesture, “* beg from heaven, asa fign that I fpeak truth, 
1 Sam.xii.17, * and that God is infinitely difpleafed with 
18. “ you, thatfuch a tempeft may fall now as in 
“¢ the middle of fummer never was heard of 
‘“* before in this quarter.” ‘The word was no 
fooner out, but there follow’d fuch an hurricane 
of thunder, lightening, and hail, that it look’d 
A dreadful as if heaven and earth were coming together. 
agit The people, ftruck with confternation and ter- 
tening,and TOF, immediately betook themfelves to prayers, 
Inil, bid. begging that God would forgive them the fins, 
both of their iniquity and of their ignorance ; 
defiring the prophet alfo, out of:-his fatherly 
tendernefs, to join with them in his mediation 
to God for their pardon, for this laft, as well 
as for former tranfgreffions. Samuel promifed 
them his interceffion, and not without hope of 
obtaining mercy for them: but at the fame 
Samuel's time gave them “ a itriG charge, to lead fo- 
charge to the “ ber, virtuous lives, and never to forget the 
people, Ver. “¢ mifcries and calamities that had befallen 
sy: “* them for depaiting from their duties, and to 
“ bear likewife in perpetual memory, the mi- 
“* racles which God had wrought in their fa- 
“ vour, and the laws delivered by him to his 
“ fervant Mofes ; and this to do, as they had’ 
“< any confideration, cither for the well-being 
* of theirking, or of themfelves ; upon the pe- 
** nalty, ashe foretold them, of a certain ruin 
“ both to the one and to the other, if they 
" *€ aéted contrary to what he had prefcri- 
‘“* bed.” And fo with this fecond confirma- 
tion of Saul in his government, the aflembly 
was difmifs’d. - , . 
















































CHAP. VII 


Saul incurs God's difpleafure. Fonathau obtaius 
@ glorious victory over the Philiftines. Saul 
makes a rafo véw. Elis children, and his 
mighty power. 


“ 


AUL being now fettled, and confirm’d in ; Sam. xiii. 2 

S the pofleffion of his royal dignity, made 

a choice of three thoufand men out of the 

whole body of his people. ‘Two. thirds of 

them he took with him to Bethel, where he 

kept his refidence, for the guard of his perfon ; 

and the other thoufand, he order’d to attend 

his fon Jonathan, whom he fent to Gibcah: 

with which party, Jonathan reduced a caftle, Jonathan the 

not far from thence, belonging to the Philif- soci t 

tines. Now the Philiftines thereabouts when- ¢¢ the Bhili:- 

ever they got the better of Jews, did not on- tines, Ver 3. 

ly difarm them, but forbad them the exercife The Philit- 

of any trade that wrought in iron: fo that for ane: ie. 

the very iron-work of thcir ploughs, {pades, meddling Sti 

mattocks, and other domeftick neceflarics, they jron-work, 

were fain to have recourfe ftill to Philiftine Ver. 19, 20. 

workmen to fupply them. ‘They took care 

alfo to fecure all paffes; fortify all tenable 

towns, and to furnifh them with men and mu- 

nition. ‘The news of this baffle was receiv’d The Philif- 

by the Philiftines with all the indignation and tines cea 

contempt imaginable ; and prefently they drew oye 

an army into the fieldof three hundred thou- horfe, foot 

fand foot, thirty .thoufand chariots, and {ix and chariots, 

thoufand horfe, and pitched their tents at Ver. 5- 

Michmafh. So foon as the tidings of this pre- 

paration came to Saul’s ear, he went to Gilgal, 

and fent his meffengers and proclamations, ¢- 

very where up and down to fummon all his peo- Saul fammons 

ple, that had any regard for the liberties of the people to 

their country, to take up arms againft the Phi- JON “a a 

liftincs; making them much lefs confiderable paing them, 

than in truth they were, both for numbers, and Vex. 3. 

military prowefs. But when Saul’s people came 

to underftand, upon the certainty of better in- 

telligence, the full ftate and ftrength of the 

enemy, a panick terror feized the whole body The people 

of them, to fuch a degree, that they fled di- run away at 

verfe ways asin a rout ; fome concealing them- the fight of 
i ? 

felves in vaults and caves, and other hiding= 4 y;9r" 

places ; but the greater part of them made o- themfelves, 

ver the Jordan for fhelter and concealment, Ver. 6, 7. 

_among the tribes of Gad and Reuben. 

Wuutte things werein this hurry and con- Saul confults 
fufion, Saul fent forthe prophet to advife with the prophet, 
upon the prefent junéture: who made himthis V* °- 
return, that he fhould continue where he was 3 
get facrifices in readinefs; and that at the end Samuel bids 
of feven days, he himfelf would be with him, ae have fa- 
when they would offer them up, and foadvance {1 pa bark 
to give the énemy battle. Saul waited _out him feven 
his time, but moft unhappily failed in another days, ibid. 
article of his commiffion; for the prophet de- 
laying his coming, and his men perpetually 
deferting him, he offer’d up the facrifice with- Saul unhap- 
out attending any farther for Samuel. The po eats 
ceremony was nofooner over, but word was prophet 
brought that the prophet was come; and Saul comes, V. 9. 
immediately, as upon a point of honour and 
refpeét, went out to meet him. When Sa- 
muel came to underftand what had pafs’d, he 
told Saul that he had done very unadvifedly The prophet 
in not keeping to his inftruétions, and in taking reprehends 
fo raihly upon himfelf the office of delivering he Pe 


up 
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pat 


up the prayers and facrifices which God had 
appointed on the behalf of the people in his 
abfence. Saul excufed it, that he had attend- 
ed fo many days according to his order, but 
that the cnemy’s leaving Michmath, and march- 
ing direétly toward Gilgal, had fo frighted 
his men, that he was under an abfolute ne- 
ecflicy in all hatte to offer up the facritice before 
his people had quite forfaken him. ‘ Well, 
*¢ {ays the prophet, it would have been better 
for you to have follow’d my direction, 
which was effectually a meflage to you irom 
God himfelf, than fo heedlefly to incur the 
cenfure of fo dangerous a contempt; For in 
thort, your obedience would have fecured 
“ the government to yourfelt, and your pof- 
“ tericy.”? Upon this reproot, the prophet 
back again left him, and went his way home again, high- 
mach anal’ Ty ypfatisty’d with what had been donc. Saul, 
Sam. xiii1s. ttter this, with fix hundred men only, and his 
Saal marches fon Jonathan, marched to Gibeah, the greater 
withéoz men, part of his people unarmed too; tor there was 
acdhiston lo lirtle iron in that country; and none of the 
42. Si Hebrews permitted to cxercife the trade of 
armourcrs, as we have faid already. 
Tue Philiftines divided their army intothree 
- bodies, and fo marched three feveral ways in- 
to the country of the Hebrews, where they ra- 
vag’d and deitroved all the way they wene. 
Saul and his fon, with Ahiah the high-pricit (of 
the houfe of Eli) helplefly looking on trem an 
eminence near hand, but in no condition (to 
their infinite affliction) of contributing to their 
reliet. 

Joxatuas was fo tranfported with the 
fpectacle of this outrage, that he took his ar- 
mour-bearcr alide upon it, and put a.fhort quef- 
tion to him how tar he would itand by him in 
a bold and generous enterprize, for the faving 
of his country? His antwer was (and he bound 
it with an oath too) that let the hazard be 
es what it would, he would die at his fect. Now 
ation of the plot was this, that Jonathan and his armour- 
hanand bearer fhould convey themfelves fecretly into 
ee fteal THE cnemy’s camp, and try what they could 


rto fteal : 
:ely into do to put them intoa tumult and confufion. So 


the enemy's they went away down the hill toward the ene- 
cAMP. my’s quarter, who were pofted in a craggy 
team Xlv. T place that ran out at length into three angles, 
encompailed every where with rocks, that 
Were as good as ramparts, to kcep off an enc- 
my. The place was fo ftrong of itfelf, thar 
there hardly necded any guard to defend it, 
the puflagze to ic being not only difficule, but 
dangerous, and almott inaccefible. As they 
two were upon the way, Jonathan told his ar- 
mour-bearcr, for his comfort and cncourage- 
ment, “ It, (fays he) they difcover us, and 
“* call out to us to come up, you may depend 
. ““ upon it that we fhall fucceed ; but it they fay 
’“ nothing ar all, we mutt content ourfelves 
** to go back again as we came.” 

Wen they were come within a very lit 
tle of the cnemy’s camp, the Philiftines got 
fight of them, and made fport of it from one 
to another, how the Hebrews were come crecp- 
ing out of their holes and burrows; calling 
out to Jonathan and his companion, to come 
up to them, and take the reward of their im- 
pudence: Thefe words were looked upon by 
Jonathan as a moft aufpicious prefage of vic- 
tory; and fo they went on from one fide of 
the rock to the other, where the very fitua- 
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trom was Icok’d upon to be defence fufficient | Hebrews returned 
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without a guard. They at laft however, 

gain’d the fjummit of the rock, though not 

without infinice toil and dificultry; and from 

thence, fell upon the encfny at unawares, The Phil. 
cutting off a matter of twenty of them in their tines fir- 


fleep. ‘The alarum the enemy took upon this Baie 
attonifhing furprize, put the whole army into And indie 


fuch a terror and coniternation, that foie fright and 
threw down’ their arms, and made the beift confafion, 
fhitt they could to fave themfelves by flight . era eve. 
oo > 7 ‘- = ab Ways, ung 
others (being of feveral nations) fell foul up- detleoy one y. 
on one another, not knowing trends and foes nother, ¥.1¢ 
afunder. Some were forced into Rivers, and 
down precipices, and into the cerrainty of death, 
to avoid the very tear of it: Others, as ic 
happens commonly in tumults, were trod to 
death in the crowd, tumbling one over anc- 
ther. 
By this time the king had intelligence 
brought him by his feouts, that the army of 
the Philiitines was all in confufion and difor- 


Saul hears of 
the diforder, 
and that Jo. 
narhan and his 


der. And the firit thing he did was to enquire srmour-bear. 
if any of his own people were miffing, and eraremifiny, 
Wer. 17. 


word was foon after brought him, that Jona- 
than and his armour-bearcr were not to be 
found. Upon this information, he appointed 
the high-priett to put on his facerdoral veit- 
ments with his ephod, and to confult God a- 
bout the event of this action. He did fo, and riche «to 
brought him tor anfwer, thar God would make gives him an 
him victorious, to the utter confufion of his alferance of 
enemies: Whereupon Saul drew out imme- Victory. 
diately, and prefs’d in upon the Philiftines, Saul upon 
while they were in diforder, and deftroying this, preffes 
ene another. The rumour of this fatal ‘dif- Ponce 
traction was made publick every where, and ang eee 
came at laft ro the ears of the fugitive Hebrews to picces, 
in their very dens and caverns. Upon this in- Vér. 22. * 
telligenee they fally’d out from their feveral 

retreats, tothe number of about ten thoufand 

men _in the whole, and prefs’d fo hard upon 

the Philiftines, that they had the chace, and 

the execution of them at pleafure. But the 

king, after all this, was fo unhappy yet as to 

commit a great overfight in the very courfe Saul commis 
of his fuccefles, whether out of an impotency tithe Venu. 
of mind under fo furprizing a joy, (as that’s a "5 "or" 
common cate) or out of inadvertency, is not 

the quettion. But foit was, that Saul, in the 
vindictive refolution of making but one work 

of a total extirpation of the Philiftines, pro- 

noune’d a heavy curfe upon that Hebrew, who~ A rath ands 
ever he were, that fhould prefume, barcly to ie cone 
intermic the flaughter and purfuit of the ene-* 

my, though but by eating or drinking any 

thing, before the night parted them. Soon af-~ 


Saul confilss 
the high. 


| ter the denouncing of this malediétion, Jona- Which falls 


than had the hap, -pafling through a wood of Hoe Aa 
the Ephramites where there were Bees, to find "3 "S"* 
the droppings offome honey. He took acomb, 
and fuck’d it, knowing nothing as yet of his 
father’s vow, and the folemnity of the pcople’s 
confent to it; but when they came afterward 
to admonifh, and inform him of the maledic- 
tion, with all the circumftances, Jonathan gave 
over eating, and not without fome reflection 
upon the temerity of the yow: “ For, fays 
“¢ he, when men are fpent and weary, a little 


“ refrefhment would have enabled them to 
“¢ go through with their work, with more 
ce 


alacrity and vigour.’’ 

Arrer the flaughter of a great many thou- 

fands of the Philiftines, upon the place, the 

at night to the ritling of the 
camp 3 


Chap. VII. | 


The I raat : : 

es get. a prodigious quantity of cattle, which they 
che {poll of -Kill’d as they had occation; dreffing and cat- 
the Phill ing them with the blood in them. ‘This being 
tines camps 


Sam xiv.32. an Offence againft their law, the fcribes imme- 
hey eat the diatcly complained of it to the king, who pre- 
fesh with the {ently commanded a huge ftone to be fet up in 


blood in ™% the middle of the field; ordering the beafts 
re to be killed upon that ftone, and the flefh not 
Ver33- to be eaten till it fhould be firft drained and 


purged of the blood; for that it was an abo- 
mination in the fight of God. ‘This decree 
was readily obey’d, and fo Saul ereéted an 
altar (the firft ot his fecting up) and offer’d 
burnt facrifices upon it. 

Now Saul’s heart being mightily fet upona 
full and final deftruction of the Philiftines, he 
thought it highly advifable, without giving 
the enemy any time for the recovery of their 
broken ftrength and courage, to follow his 
blow againft the miferable remainder of thofe 
thatefeap’d, that very night; tothe executing 
of which defign thefoldiers fhew’dall the for- 
wardnefs imaginable. But however, before he 
would attempt any thing farther upon the 
ruins of the featter’d troops, he appointed 
tthe high- the high-prieft_to confule the will of God up- 
wet con- onthe iflue of this enterprize; who returned 
iults God up- anfwer to the king upon this application, that 
on the Lae the oracle was filent. ‘* Well! (fays Saul) it 
Send the ‘ is not for {nothing that God keeps himfelf 
oracle is fi- thus upon the referve on this occafion, who 
lent, Ver. 37- “© has been formerly fo gracious as to prevent 
Saul ee our very requefts by granting them before- 
eraty, and ® hand, and therefore there muft be fome fe- 
mts it to the ¢ cret myftery of iniquity in this matter, to 
Joc to dif “draw his difpleafurg upon us: So that Iam 
comer wath, . Tefolved to fift it our; and by that holy 
niet wut SS God, I {wear, if I fhould find even my fon 


Saul ereéts an 
alrar, and 
facryfices, 


Ver. 35- 


the guilty Jonathan himfelf to be the guilty perfon, 
perion fhall ¢ his life fhould anfwer for’t, with no more 
die, Ver. 38. ¢¢ concern to me than if he were a ftranger.” 


The multitude unanimoufly agreed to put it to 
the teft, and immediately thereupon, Saul or- 
der’d the people to keep together as they were, 
himfelf and his fon ftanding apart, and fo to 
The lot falls try the iffue by lots. The lot falling upon 


upon Jona- Jonathan, his father bad him bethink himfelf, 
than, Ver. What ill thing he had done that he could 
= charge upon his confcience. Truly, fays he, 
I know nothing more than this: ‘T’hat yefter- 
day, upon the purfuit of the enemy, I tafted a 
little honey, knowing nothing at all of any de- 
cree of yours to the contrary. Why then, fays 
Saul fwears Saul, with another oath, “ you fhall die for’; 
ie * “ tor the reverence I have for my vow, is more 
his life, “© to me than all the kindred and tcndernefs 
Ver. 44. “‘ in nature.” The young man was not at all 


daunted with the apprehenfion of death ; but 

with a brave and generous refolution, he told 

his father, that he did not defire to be forgi- 

Jonathan’s ven; for ‘¢ that death, fays he, fhall be wel- 

modelt and“ come to me, that acquits my father of the 

mrerous Te- €€ Obligation of a religious vow, and only be- 
ignation. 5 z g > : y - 

fals me in confequence of fo glorious a vic« 

tory. I have liv’d long enough, fince J 

have liv’d to fee the pride and infolence of 

the Philiftines brought down by the He- 


“ 
& 
«ec 


cc 
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camp; where, befide other booty, they took |‘ brews, which will ferve me for a confola- 


163 
** tion in all my other fufferings.” The whole 

multitude was fo charm’d with the piety and 

bravery of the young man, that in a tranfport 

of tendernefs and compaffion, they refcued him The multi- 
out of the hands of his incenfed father, with tude oe 
an oath, thac “they would not fuffer a hair Jonathan out 
ce > > cus 
of that perfon’s head to be touch’d, who of his father, 
* had been fo inftrumental in that victory, to Ver. 45. 

“ the prefervation of them all; only they be- 

* fought God to forgive him for what he had 

** done amifs.” . 

Arter the flaughter of a matter of fixty After the 

thoufand of the enemy *, Saul returned to his faughter of 
own home, and reigned very happily, acquit- gid pic 
ting himfelf with great reputation in all his tines, saul 
military adventures, againft the Ammonites, returns to his 
the Moabites, the Philiftines, the Edomites, ov# home. 
and the king of Oba}. He had three fons, Jo- ploits, chil- 
nathan, Joihua, and Melchi-fhui, and two dren, and 
daughters, Merab the elder, and the name of conduct, 
the other was Michaal. Abner, the fon of Ver: 49) &e. 
Saul’s uncle Ner, was the general of his army. 
Ner and Kis, the father of Saul, were bre~ 
thren, and the fonsof Abiel. He hada migh- 
ty ftrength in chariots and horfemen, and ftill 
came off victorious, what enemy foever he had 
to do withal. He advanced the Hebrews, in 
fine, to the higheft degree of glory, for their 
martial exploits, and made them formidable to 
all their neighbours, taking particular care in 
the choice of his guards, not to have any 
about him, but the goodlieft perfons for make, 
flature, and vigour of body, that he could 
pick up out of his dominions. 








CHAP. VIII. 


God commands Saul to extirpate the Amalekites ; 
but taking king Agag prifouer, and keeping 
him alive, he is caft off for his difobedience. 


BOUT this time Samuel came to Saul, Samuel 
by the fpecial dirc&tion and appointment brings Pal a 
of God, with a certain meflage to him, which oq °mind.- 
was, “to put him in mind, who it was that ing him of 
‘* advanced him above his fellows to be a king, his duty to 
‘© and of his duty to the king of kings who his maker, 
‘ made him fo; for though he was a ruler ae ae 
* over the people, it was yet but in fubordi-  * 
nation to the fovereign ruler of the univerfe.” 
And he had in charge, he faid, to tell him far- 
ther, that “¢ whereas the Amalekites had been 
“ great perfecutors of the Hebrews in the 
¢ wildernefs, upon their coming out of Egypt 
“ into the land which they then poflefs’d, it 
“¢ was therefore the will of God that he thould 
declare a war againft them; and that upon 
fubduing them by arms, he fhould not fpare 
fo much as one living foul, man, woman, or 
child; nay, that he fhould deftroy the very 
fheep and oxen, and every thing elfe that 
belonged to them, as well as the people, 
without making profit of the fpoil, or feiz- 
ing any part of the booty to himfelf; for 
all their goods ‘and pofleffions were to be 
dedicated tc God in one common facrifice. 


a an 


ce 


“a 





_* The Scripture does not here exprefs any determinate number of enemies flain by Saul; only 1 Sam. xiv. 47. 
“tis faid, “Saul fought againft all his enemies on every fide, againft Moab, and againft the children of Ammon, 
“< and againft Edom, and againft the kingsof Zobah, and againft the Philiftines ; and whitherfoever he turned him- 


“« fel, he vexed them.” 


T Scrip. Zobah. 


Te ° “ The 
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Saul mrafters 


four hundred icfelf. 


thoutand 
men, belide 
thirty chou- 
tind of the 
tribe of Ju- 


Gan, 


Saul gives 
the Amale 
Kites a toral 


overthrow, 
r Sany. xv. 7- 
Saul beats 


them after 
this out of 
their wailed 
towns and 
frong holds. 


Agag taken 


prifoncr, and himielf, was taken prifoncr, who was a man ot 
i fo goodly a mien and afpeét, that Saul, even 
for the take of his perfon, refolved to fave 
him; in which unwarrantable difpenfation, he 


kept 
Ver. 3. 


ive, 


of God; for the Amalekites had made them- 


that God’s wrath defcended to their very chil- 
dren, in which cafe nature itfelf would have 
excus’d a tendernefs, if there had been any 
room letr for mercy. 


FLAVIUS JOSEPHUS of Book Y] 


out involving themfelves in the fatality of a 


ee ; c alek, according to | out 11 1 

: eae ORE ohn Oe eae be expunged judicial ruin that attended them. Now the 

. what pe cas anal thie aS a juft | Hebrews had a particular kindnefs for thefe 
Zs ? 


. for fk injuries and oppref-| people, upon the account of ancient affinity ; 
a oe anette, GN OEP 4 for out of them came Raguel, the father-in- 

3 "51 ior cremptory and | law o ofes. ; ‘ . : 

Pee ah : ee ee hand, Was as|_ Upon the credit of this glorious sets 
forward of his promifes to obferve them all to Saul returned to his own pone again, fe ti 
atittle, and to fhew his readinefs, not only | ly fatisfied, in appearance, to pe pur- 

to do as he was bid, but to put his orders al-| pofes; both in his honour, and in his con ne 

fo in execution without delay. The nextthing} as if he had not only done the eae pa - 

Saul had to do, after this, was the drawing | fubduing the enemy, but kept a e o a 

of his men together, which upon a review at | commiflion too, in a punctual obe ee is 
Gilgal, he found amounted to about tour hun-| inftructions. But the king’s fparing a \Bae, 
dred thoufand *, befide the tribe of Judah,|and the people’s making profit of ae poll, 
which mutter’d thirty choufand men of war being two articles fo exprefly forbidden in 
Wich this army Saul broke in upon the | Saul’s commiffion, gave great offence; and it 
Amalekites, difpofing of his ambuihes upon | Would have been look’d upon as an unpardon~ 

the patics of the woods and rivers, 10 {uch | able contempt, even toward a temporal prince, 
manner, that the enemy could make no mo-jNot to allow him who gives the vierys a 
tion, without the danger of a furprize. But | righr and title to order and difpofe the iffue 7 
trom the infidiary way of skirmifhing, it came,|it as he pleafes. Upon this way of proceed- 

in a thort time, to a capital battle; wherein|ing in Saul, according to his own humour, 

the Amalekitcs were routed, and betwixt thofe |} without any regard to the tie of a known oy 

that fell in the combat, and thofe who werc | obliging him to the contrary, God was pleate 

cut off upon the purfuit, the whole body was |to declare himfelf to the prophet, that it now 
fo totally deftroy’d, that there were icarce; repented him of fetting up Saul to be king’ 3 Gog repent 
any left to carry the news of the detcat. tor his bufinefs was, he faw, to do what he that he made 

‘Arrer this overthrow of their army, ac-| had a mind to do, not what he was command- Sauk king, 
cording to what God had foretold, Saul’s}¢ed todo. This revelation put Samuel in the Ver. 11. 
next work was to attack them in their walled] greateft confufion and anxiety of thought ima- 
towns and ftrong holds; fome they took byj ginable; infomuch, that he fpent the whole 
fiege and spproach, others by engines, ftrata-| night following in fervent prayers and inter= 
gem, mines, ftarving, &c. till in the end, car-| celfions to God for Saul’s pardon; to all which 
rying all before them, their rage terminated in| importunities he recciv’d this fhort and final 
an univerfal flaughter of men, women, and| aniwer, “That it was no longer lenity, but 
children ; for they look’d upon nothing to be| “ facility, anda mifteken mercy, upon any 
crucl or inhuman that was done cither in a juft| “ mediation whatfoever, to pafs over faults 
war, or in cbedience to a divine command,|“ of fuch a quality, as to make the pardoning 
which would have been dangerous to difpute. | of one offence a manifeft encouragement to 

Ix this difmal calamity, Agag, the king} “ the committing of another.” 

Wuewn Samuel found that God was not to samuel inter 
be prevail’d withal, onSaul’s behalf, he took cedes to Got 
a journcy to him next morning to Gilgal: for Saul, bu 
Where the king no fooner {aw him approach, iano! Pre 
but he ran prefently to him, with open arms, 
embracing and faluting him, with a gratula- 
tory thankfgiving in his mouth, for the late 
victory which God had given them, telling 
him withal, that for the order of the affair, 
every thing was done according to his direc= 
tion. If it be fo, fays Samuel, what meane Ver. 147-2} 
“eth this bleating of the fheepin my ears, 








































« 


ce 


did but indulge a natural infirmity at his own 
peril, and in oppotition to the exprefs command 


felves fo abominable in the fight of Heaven, 


But fo it was, that Saul 
cc 


kept Agag alive to gratify his fancy, in con- 
tradiction to his duty; and in fo doing, he 
laid the toundation of all the miferies that af- 
terwards cnfucd to the Hebrews. ‘The people 
The foldiers fell into the fame iniquity alfo with their king, 
make acvan-in driving away the Amalckites flocks and 
bil Pees herds, and converting to their own ufe the pil- 
te teGods lage of money and goods, and the beft of eve- 
order, Ver.9. ry thing ; which was all contrary to Ged’s po- 
fitive order; and in fine, only deftroying what 
was not worth the faving. In this expedition 
Saul over-run the whole country, from Pelu- 
fium, on the borders of Egypt, to the Red 
Sea, and laid it all watte; leaving only the 
Sichemites in the land of Midian untouch’d ; 
Saul having precaution’d them before the war, 
not to join intcrefts with the Amalekites, but 
rather to get fomewhere out of the Way, with- 





* This tranfcends the account in Seri 
* and number'd them in Telaim; two 





ce 
it 
ce 
« 
ce 
ce 
ce 
“ 
cc 


ce 
ce 
ce 


and the lowing of the oxen, which I hear 
in the camp? the king told him, thofe were 
only fome beafts the people had referv’d for 
facrifices: and then for the Amalekites, he 
had deftroy’d them all but one man, whom 
he kept a prifoner, till he might have ad- 
vice what fhould be done with him. Sa 
muel’s anfwer was, that God took no de- 
light in facrifices, but in the righteoufnefS 
of good and juft men: thatistofay, of fuch 
as obferve his holy will, and keep his com~ 
mandments; accounting nothing to be well 
done, but what is donc in conformity to his 
facred pleafure. God doth not confider the 
facrifice, but the obedience; and without 
that true and only facrifice, the fat of beatts, 
and the oblations of gold and filver, are but 


“* fach oftentations of a falfe piety, as he nei= 


ture, 1 Sam. xv. 4. which fays, “ And Saul gathered the people together, 
undred thoufand footmen, and ten thoutand a 


men of Judah, 
‘© ther 


Chap. IX. 


‘¢ ther requires, nor will accept of: burt as to 
“<¢ them, on the other fide, who take delight in 
“¢ his commandments, and keep his precepts in 
‘¢ mind, and will rather die than depart from 
“ them, God exaéts no facrifices at their 
<¢ hands: but whatever they offer, Ict ic be 
“* never fo mean and poor, the integrity of 
“¢ the heart gives it a recommendation more 
*¢ acceptable than all the pomp and oftenta- 
“¢ tion of the moft expenfive facrifice. 
: “ Tamto tell you now, fays Samuel, that 
-€ you are fall’n under God’s difpleafure for 
“< the negleét and contempt of his command- 
<¢.ments. What-will you be able to fay for 
“ yourfelf, when he fhall call you to an ac- 
“¢ count for referving that for a facrifice, which 
“¢ God had exprefly commanded fhould be 
“ wholly deftroy’d? unlefs you look upon de- 
“¢ flroying and facrificing to be one and the 
* fame thing. For this difobedience you are 
now condemn’d tothe lofs of yourkingdom, 
and of that power which youhave moft dan- 
kingdom, geroufly abufed, to the difhonour of the fo- 
1 Sam.xv. 28. “© vereign author of your promotion.” Saul 
Saul. confefles could not in his confctence but confefs himfelf 
his fault, 29¢ puilry, and own that he had done grievoufly 
tum dies, amifs, in tranfgreffing the prophet’s orders, 
Ver. 24 and going beyond his commiffion. All he had 
to fay for himfelf was, that he lay under afort 
of compulfion, and that the common foldiers 
were fo intent upon the booty, that he durft 
not venture either to oppofe or reftrain them ; 
but, fays Saul, “ obtain my pardon only this 


n 


Samuel pro- 
nounces Saul ¢ 
condemn’d to ¢¢ 
che lof of his ¢¢ 


“¢ one time, and it fhall be a warning to me to| 


** my life’s end, never to do.the fame thing o- 

“¢ ver again.” After this profeffion of his re- 

pentance, he would fain have had Samuel ftay 

a little longer, and facrifice to God on his be- 

half: but the prophet forefeeing that it would 
Samuel leaves be to no manner of purpofe, Icft him,‘and de- 
him, Ver. 35- parted. 








CHAP, IX 


The tranflation of the kingdom from Saul to an- 
other family, and David proclaim’d king. 


The renting A S Samuel was preffing to get away, Saul 
of Samuel's caught hold of his garment to ftop him 
mantle, an al- a while, and upon that accident the mantle was 
sueaeg be rent, betwixt them; which the prophet ap- 
of Sauls © Ply’d by an allufion to Saul, telling him that 
kingdom, his kingdom would be torn from him, and 
Ver.27, given to a man of piety and juftice. ‘“ The 

*¢ fentence is pafs’d, fays he, and it is not with 


*© God as it is with men; for his decrees are’ 
Saul confefs’d his own ini-. 
quity, and the juftice of God’s difpleafure : 


“¢ unchangeable.” 


but, fays he, what is done, cannot be undone: 
Honour me only before the people, and turn 
again, that I may worfhip the Lord. So Sa- 
muel turned back, and they went and worthi 

ped together. After this, they brought forth 
Agag, the king of the Amalekites, who being 
over-heard to fay fomething about the bitter 
nefs of death, had this refleGtion turn’d upon 
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him by the prophet: “¢ Asthy {word, fays he, 

‘¢ hath made.many an Hebrew mother mife- 

“¢ rable and comfortlefs in the deftruction of 

“ their children, fo it is but reafonable, that 

“© thy mother fhould be left. childlefstoo.” So Agagis put 
the prophet order’d himimmediately to be put e ae in 
to death in Gilgal, and he went back himfelf Gis), V- 33- 
to Ramah. =~ 

“ Saut was come now to be fenfible of the 

calamities he had brought upon himfelf by his 
difobedience, and fo went away to his palace 

at Gibeah, (or the little hill;) nor had he ever 
afterwards any perfonal conference with the 

prophet. Samuel was extremely afflicted at 

the difmal circumftances of this feparation ; 

but God commanded him, without troubling 

himfelf any farther about that matter, to take Samuel fént 
a cruce of holy oil, andgo to Bethlehem with to Bethlehem 
it to Jefle, the fon of Obed, and there to a- Oy of 
noint fuch a fon of Jefle king, in Saul’s ftead, jefe king, as 
as he fhould be direéted to, and one that fhould he fhall be 
be found worthy of the royal dignity. The directed Fo, 
prophet objeéting, that if ever it fhould come *?4™ *¥* * 
to Saul’s ear, he would certainly be the death of 

him, one wayor other. God told him he had 

nothing to fear from that quarter; fo he fet 

forward to Bethlehem, and got fafe to hisjour-— 

ney’s end; where there was great numbers of 

people met to receive him: every body enquir- 

ing the reafon of his coming thither, and one 

aniwer ferv’d for all, That he came to facrifice. 

So foonas the facrifice was over, Samuel in- Samuel in- 
vited Jefle and his fons to take a dinner with ute cae 
him. The eldeftton wasfotall, fo wellmade, *f0, prayers 
and fo graceful a perfon, that Samuel faid with-to dinner 
in himfelf, “‘ This is to be our king.” But with him, 
providence, it feems, look’d another way ; V¢-* 
for upon the prophet’s breaking out into admi- 
ration at the graces of his perfon, and how 
worthy he was to be plac’d upon the throne, 
and putting it to the queftion alfo, whether 
this was the man or not that wasto be anointed, 
anfwer was made him, that God does not fee 
withthe eyesof men; asif the excellency ofan 


| external frame of body were enough to enti- 


tle a man tothe prerogatives of government: 

but the qualifications that he requires are piety, one compo~ 
sas + , : itions of an 
Juftice, fortitude, nay, and obedience too; all epeetone 
which together make up, in harmony, the beau- prince, V. 7. 
ty of the mind. ‘The prophet, upon this an- 

{wer, appointed Jeffe to fend for the reft of 

his fons, and there were five more produced, 

as goodly and as well-favour’d men as their 

eldeft brother, fix in all. Their names ac~ Six fons of. 
cording to their feniority were Eliab, Amina- ie pro- 
dab, Samma, Nathanael, Rael, and Afa. Sa-4°4- 
muel confulted God now upon this appearance, 

which of thefe brethren was to be chofen, and 

the anfwer was, [ none: ] which put Samuel up- 

on a farther enquiry to the father, what other 

fons he had? only one more, (he told him,) 
wholook’d to his fheep, and his name was Da- 

vid: whereupon the prophet order’d Jefle to The feventh 
fend immediately for him; for that it was not ee 
meet to fit down to an holy banquet without baa 
him. ‘The father fent for him the fame inftant, fheep. 

and the fon came upon the firft call: he was a 





t+ There isa fmall variation here from the fcripture account, 1 Sam. xvi. where ‘tis faid, Ver. 10,11. * And Jefle 
“* made feven of his fons to pafs before Samuel ; and Samuel faid unto Jeffe, the lord hath not chofen thefe. “And 


“© Samuel faid unto Jeffe, 


are here all thy children ? and he fuid there remaineth yet the youngeft, &c.”” 


Jofephus 


"_ Fecounts but fix, befides 
ven; four of which are 


David; all which he mentions by name; but the ee 
only named by name, viz. Eliab, Abinadab, Shammah, 


re here cited, fays, there were fe~ 


and David. 


youth 
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FLAVIUS JOSEPHUS of 


Book VI 


a 


David being 
come, they 
all fic down, 
and Samuel 
anointrs Da- 
vid king, : 

1 Sant xXVk 
12, 15- 


The {piric 
paltes from 
Ssul ro Da- 
vid, and he 
begins to pro- 





phety, ibid. 
Saul falls into 
fits, and his 
phy 
preteribe 


muafick for 
his remedy, 
V 14,1, 16. 


David is fext 
for to court, 
Ver. 39. 


youth of a frefh raddy complexion, 2 lively 
martial mien, and with AEDS, a great cm 
f modetty and good nature in his countenance. 
pon the Batt che of him, Samuel whifper da 
the father, that this was the perfon God had 
delign’d for their king: fo the prophet feated 
himfelf, with the young man next him; and 
after them, the father, with the reft of his fons. 
When they were thus difpos’d of in their pla- 
ces, Samuel, in the fight of David, took out 
the holy oil, and anointed him; telling himin 
his car, “ That ic was God’s will, he fhould 
“ take the kingdom upon him, ttrictly admo- 
“ nifhing him to do juttice to his people, and to 
“ keep God’s commandments ; tor infodoing, 
‘¢ fays the prophet, you fhall ftand firm in your 
“© government: the name and honour of your 
“ tamily fhall be glorious to after-ages: you 
*¢ fhall triumph over the Philiftines, and be 
“¢ victorious over your enemies in all encoun- 
“€ ters: you fhall live great, and be yet great- 
“ er inthe fame of your memory.” ; 
Wuew Samuel had made an end of his 
charge, he departed, and the fpiric of God 
patled trom Saul to David; by the power and 
virtue of which fpiric, David at that time be- 
gan to prophefy: when all ona fudden, Saul 
was taken with fits and fancics of fuflocation, 
and difficulty of breathing, like a Demoniac. 
The phyficians could not give any natural or 
philofophical account of the diltemper, but 
only advis’d the haying fome body about him 
who could fing, and play upon the harp well, 
that might be ready athand to give him the 
diverfion ofan hymn, or fpiritual fong, when- 
everthe fit fcized him. Saul was fowell fatis- 
fied with the prefcription, that he prefently 
order’d fuch a man, with all care and diligence, 
to be prefently found out and brought him. 
One of his domefticks, upon this hint, told 
him, chat there was one Jefic of Bethlehem had 
a very lovely handfome youth to his fon, who 
fung, and touch’d the harp to admiration. He 
faid he was as brave too as he was beautiful, 
and every way endowed with fuitable accom- 
plithments. Upon this recommendation, Saul 
{ent a compliment to Jeffe, giving him to un- 
derftand that he had heard fo many good things 
of fuch a fon ofhis, for his courage, lovelinefs, 
skill in mufick, war, and the like, that he had 
a great mind to fee him. Jeffe call’d him out 
from his tlocks, and fent himto Saul with pre- 
fents fuitable to the occafion, and the perfon. 
David, upon his coming to court, was receiv- 


a 


n 


an 


_ ¢d with great joy; made one of Saul’s life- 


guard, and treated by him, with remarkable 
inftances of efteem. He was highly accepta- 
ble to the king at all times, and upon all ac- 
counts; but never more than when he was in 
his firs; for David was the only phyfician, and 
his voice and harp the only remedy, that in 
thefe fits ever had the power to bring him to 
himfelf again. Saul, in fine, wasfo delighted 
with him in allrefpeéts, that with his father’s 
leave and confent, he took him into his own 
palace to live with him. 


CHAP. X. 


The Philiftines advance with an army againft the 
Eicbrews. Goliah defies the Ifraelites to a fin- 
gle combat 5 and David accepts the challenge. 
T was not long after this, that the Philif- 

I tines marched againft the Ifraclites with 

a prodigious army, and encamped betwixt 

Shecoth and Azckah; while Saul on the other 

hand, was at the head of another army, ready 

to encounter them. He drew out his men up- 
on a mountain, and forced the Philiftines to 

quit their camp, and poft themfelves upon 2 

{tronger mountain juft over againft the Ifrac- 

lites, with a valley betwixt the two armics. 

While they were in this order, there came Goliah, the 

down from the Philiftines, one Goliah, a ci- Philiftine, 

tizen of Gath, a manof a prodigious ftature, comes down 
and a ftrength an{werable to his height; which the moun- 
a . é tains witha 
was four * cubits and a {pan; and his armour challenge to 
proportion’d to the fize and torce of his vaft che Hebrews, 

limbs. His coat of mail weigh’d five thou- Ver 4. 

fand fhekels; his helmet and greaves of brafs, 

anfwerable: the head of his fpear was iron, 

and weigh’d fix hundred fhekels; it was not 

a {pear to be carried like a lance, but born up- 

on his fhoulder. With thefe accoutrements did 

this mighty man march down thc hill, and a 

troop of armed men at a fmall diftance after 

him, into the middle of the valley, betwixt 

the two bodies, and there he ftopp’d, calling 

out to the Ifraclites with a horrid outcry, after 

this manner. ‘ I am come hither, fays he, 

“« you men of Ifracl, to do an office of huma- 

“nity, and to fave blood. Why fhould we 

‘‘ hazard fo many thoufand lives upon the un- 

“ certain iffue of a battle, when the caufé may 

be more reafonably decided by two fingle 

perfons? My bufinefs here is only todo the _ 

part of a champion for the Philiftines. Do 

but you fend out another man with the fame 

commiffion from the Hebrews, and leave it 

to_us two to put an end to the matter in 

difpute, for the prevention of a bloody war. 

If he kill me, then will we be your fer- 

vants ; but if I kill him, then fhall you be 

“¢ our fervants, and fubjeét tous. It is better, 

“in fine, to expofe onc than all.” When he 

had pronounced thefe words, he went back 

again to his party. He made the fame chal- Goliah makes 

lenge again the very next day, and fo day af- the fame 

ter day for forty days together, to the great collie te 
trouble and amazement both of Saul and of Ficeatieely; 

his people, who drew themfelves up every day Ver. S--16 

in order of battle, but were hereby hinder’d 

trom coming to an engagement. 

Saux had three of Jefle’s fons along with ‘Three of 
him in this expedition; but David was fent Jefle’s fons 
back again to his father and to his flocks. In being vi 
fome fhort time after this, Jeffe fent him to the 5%) fb4* 


: ‘ ar : ther fends 
army with neceflaries for his brothers, 


3 : and to David to the 
learn what news. pon his coming to the camptoknow 


camn , Goliah was ftill bragging, and reproach- what news, 
ing the Hebrews, that they had not a man in V1?" 
their army who durft engage him in fingle 


The Philit. 
tine and He. 
brew armies 
aredrawn y 
r Sam. xvii. 
1,25 3. 
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ce 
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_ * The Scriprure fays, 
five rhoufard 
ny weights, or one hundred 
of bis fpear fix hundred fhekels, that is, 
pounds, eleven ounces, and four grains, reckoning, 
weights, two grains, and four fevenths, Englith Tro 


fix cubits and a {pan, 


and eight 


y- 


; which is more likely, confidering the weig! hi i 
fhekels; thar 1s, two thoufand two hundred and fica fix anee ee ee 


eight pounds, fifteen ounces, 
two hundred and feventy three ounces, aa, 
as we have before obferved, a 


es, fifteen grains, and feventeen pen- 
and feventeen enny weights; and the head 
four grains; or twenty two 
fhekel to weigh nine penny 


combat, 


Chap. X. 


combat. 
was talking 


bufinefs, to hear Goliah in the height of his in- 
folent and extravagant boaftings againft the 
Webrews.- This tranfported David to fuch a 
nitch of indignation, that he took up a refo- 


David would 
needs en- 


lution himfelf of accepting his challenge, and 
he told his brothers as much: but Eliab re- 


counter GO- proved him fharply for his rafhnefs, telling him 


Nah; but 
Eliab oppofes 
ie, 1 Sam. XVI. 
25. 


he was but a boy, and neither qualified with 
ftrength, skill, or experience fuitable and fuf- 
ficient to ingage 
“ No, no, fays he, e’en go to your father, 
“and to your fheep again, that is che fitter 
“ employment for you of the two.” 
had a reverence for his brother, but yet could 
not forbear faying the fame things over again 


in fuch an undertaking. 


David 


in the hearing of the foldiers, who prefently | 
carried the report of it to the king; upon 


Saul fends 
for David, 
and dit 
courfes the 
mateer with : 
him, Ver. 315 $ 
3) 33° “ 
¢ 
“ 
¢ 
«& 
“ 


a 


a 


which David was order’d immediately to be 
fent for, where when he came before the king, 
Saul ask’d him what he had to offer upon that 
point? 


“¢ Great prince, fays he, hope the beft, 
and fear nothing, for 1 myfelf will take 
down the pride of this boafting man; and 
as tall as he is, tread him under my feet. 
Your army fhall appear glorious, and your 
terrible enemy become the more ridiculous, 
when they fhall fee him fall by the hand of 
a raw and unexperienced ftripling.” ‘The 


the Antiquities of the JEWws. 


It was David’s hap, one time, as he | own proper motion; and being fo convinc’d, 
with his brothers about his father’s 
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David eafily obtained his leave, and his benc- 

diction both in one; and then accordingly 

prepared himfelf for the a@tion. ‘Tio which David pre- 
end Saul accoutered him in his own armour, PS te the 
coat of mail, fword, and helmet; and fo bad Vee ag ae 
God fpecd him. But David not being accuf- 40. ° 7?” 
tom’d to arms, found them rather a burden 

than a defence; excufing himfelfto Saul with 

modefty and refpeét, that they were much fit- 

ter for a prince than for a fhepherd ; where- 

fore he put them off again, defiring only that 
he might be allow’d to fight after his own way. 

Upon this he took his fhepherd’s ftaff, a fling A shepherd's 
in his right hand, five {mooth ftones out of the ftaf, with a 
brook in his {crip, and fo advaneed toward the fling, apiore 
enemy. When they were come within fight ,-- David's’ 
one of another, and that Goliah faw what a arms, ibid. 
diminutive adverfary he had to encounter, with 

the uncouth appearance of his equipage, he 

called out to him in derifion; ‘“* Whether he 

‘© was come into the ficld now to beat a dog, 

** or to fight a foldier?” “ To beat worle 

“¢ than a dog, fays David.” This reproach 
tranfported the Barbarian into fo blafphemous 

a rage, that he curfed David by his Gods; 
threatening to give his flefh for food to the 

fowls of the air, and to the beafts of the field. 

‘€ You come to me, fays David, with a fword, 

°* a fpear, and a coat of mail; but I come to 


king ftood in admiration at the firmnefs and 
magnanimity of the youth; but he could not 
yet think it fafe or prudential, to put the main 
caufe to an iffue upon fo unequal a match. 
David perceiving that Saul took his meafures 
from the common reafon of other encounters, 
David’s gene- gave the king to underftand, ‘ ‘That this was 


rofityand = * not fo much a challenge to the army, as a 
ae “ defiance to Heaven itfelf; neither was the 
34730 «cc 


combat to be taken, in truth, for a trial of 
skill betwixt Goliah and David, but betwixt 
Goliah and the Lord of Hofts; for it is not 
my arm, fays David, that fights the battle, 
but the power of a gracious and an invinci- 
ble God, that many times brings to pafs, 
even by the weakeft of inftruments, the no- 
bleft of his divine purpofes, for his greater 
glory. In that God is my truft; and I 
doubt not but he will ftill continue to pro- 
tect, and deliver me in all difficulties, as 
he hath done formerly. As I was tending 
my father’s fhecp-once, there came a lion, 
and took away a lamb out of the flock; I 
purfued him, till turning upon me, I took 
him by the tail, and threw him againft the 
ground, and kill’d him. It was my hap to 
have another encounter with a bear, upon 
the fame occafion, and with the like fuccefs, 
Now this blafpheming foul-mouth’d beatt, 
from their army, is no more to mc than a 
lion and a bear out of the foreft. But di- 
vine juftice will call this audacious wretch 
to an account, and make me the inftrument 
of his vengeance. I do not fpeak this upon 
the impulfe of a rafh and ungrounded confi- 
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“ that God will avenge himfelf upon this au- 


** dacious wretch ; and that even I myfelf fhall 


ee 
David's s 
bravery had 
more of a di- 


ecution of that juftice.” 

Taese words were deliver’d with another 
vine impulfe fort of fpirit, than the daring heat of youth 
init, than of 22d hot blood; fo that Saul looked upon them 


any thing of Yather asan infpiration 
hot blood. : 







dence, but in a full affurance of perfuafion, 


have the honour of having a hand in the ex-' ; 
| liftine’s head with his own weapon. 


than a propofal of his | 


you with a commiffion from the living God, 
who by my hands will this day deitroy both 
-yourfelf and your army; divide your head 
from your body, and carry it away with 
me, and caft your carcafs upon the dung- 
‘¢ hill for dog’s meat, dog as you are yourfelf. 
‘* By this providence it will be made evident 
*€ to the whole world, that the God of the 
°° Hebrews takes care of his people, and that 
his protection is both their ftrength and their 
armour. As likewife on the contrary, that 
there can be no fecurity either in arms or 
in numbers, to thofe that fall under his dif+ 
pleafure.” The Philiftine, in the mean time, 
advanced toward David, as faft as he was able 
to march, under the weight of his armour; 
and with all the contempt imaginable, to think 
of having to do with fo raw and undifciplin’d 
an adveriary. 








CHAP. XI. 


David kills Goliah. The Philiftines routed; and 
Saul conceives a mortal jealou/y againft David. 


AVID, on the other hand, preffing for- 
ward to the combat, under the conduct 

and proteétion of his almighty and invifible 
fecond, took out of his {crip one of the ftoncs 
of the brook that he had provided for this oc- 
cafion, couch’d it in his fling, and hurl’d it 
with fuch a force at the head of his enemy, 
that it fraétur’d his skull, and penetrated his 
very brain, laying the monfter grovelling, with 
his face upon the ground, in his lait fleep. 
David immediately runs up to him, and be- 
ftrides him, takes his {word from his fide, 
(having none himfelf,) and cuts off: the Phi- 
‘This ex- 
ploit had fuch an effeét upon their army, that 
they fled, and {catter’d immediately upon the 
fight of it. The lofs of their champion put 
them into fuch an aftonifhment and defpera- 
Un tion, 


David ftrikes 
Goliah dead 
with a flone 
out of a flings 
Ver. 49. 


Ge cuts of 
his head with 
his own 
{word, V. 51. 


The lots of 
their cham- 
pion puts the 
Philiftines in 
a confterna- 
tion, ibid. 
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gratifying my jealoufy and revenge; for it 
will look better to have him taken off by the 
hands of the Philiftines, as my inftruments, 
than exprefly by my own order. 

Saut, upon this deliberation, fet fome of his 

domeiticks at work to learn how David flood 
affected to the marriage of his daughter; who 
gave him to underftand by infinuations, that he 
was in fo great favour both with king and 
people, that ic was reported Saul intended to 
make him his fon-in-law., “* You may, per- 
“* haps, reckon it no great matter, fays David, 
“to be fon-in-law to a mighty prince; buc 
“* under the circumftances of my quality and 
“« extraction, I am not vain enough fo much 
“as to think on’r.” 

Upon the return of the commiffioners with 
an account of their negotiation, Saul fent them 
once more back again with turther inftruc- 
tions. ‘© Tell the young man, fays he, that 
““ my bufinefs is not either fortune or prefents 5 
“and that whenever I part with my daugh- 
“ter, fhe fhall be beftow’d, not fold. The 
“ fon-in-law that I propofe to myfelf, muft be 
*“ a man juft fo qualified with courage and 
““ other laudable graces, as I find him to be. 

‘¢ Tell him that I expeét neither filver nor gold 

** trom his father; tor I do not want either 

** money or honour; ict him only bring mc fix 

“ hundred Philiftines heads, which will be far 

“* more welcome to me than any thing, and 

“© the moft honourable of prefents to my daugh- 

“ ter, in juftification of her to the whole 

“¢ world, that fhe has taken a brave man td 

“ her husband.” David apprehended all Saul 

faid, in his propofal of this affinity, to be 

fpoken with fincerity of heart, without any 
dilatory confideration, as to the difficulty of 

the enterprize he was put upon; and fo with 

his companions he immediately fer about the 
execution of the conditions, and found God’s 
providence as propitious to him in this, as it 

had been in former encounters; for his adven- 

ture fucceeded to his wifh; that is to fay, he David bring 
tought the enemy, and, after a great flaugh- a are 
ter, made a prefent to the king of fix hundred and minds’ 
of their heads, and minded Saul of his pro- Saul of his 
mife. promife, 





tion, that all they had to do in the world 
"was by a fhametul flight, every man of them, 
to make the beit fhift he could for the faving 
sual frights of himfelf. Saul and the whole army of the 
and puriues’ Hebrews, made their advantage of this dif- 
them to Gath order, and falling on in the hurry of this ter- 
yee ror, with military fhouts and clamours, had 
cz ~-._—sthe chace of them to the skirts of Gath, and 
5 the very gates of Afcalon. They reckon d 
thirty choufand kill’d outright upon the pur- 
fuit, and twice as many wounded. Saal and. 
his army, at their return, took the pillage of 
David carries the camp, and fet fire to it. As for the head 
the giants ot Goliah, David carried that to his own tent, 
head to his and dedicated the fword to the Lord. 3 
Ounetents ant Turs brave and generous atchicvement of 
Pores the David’s raited foon aiter a mortal jealoufy and 
Lord,Ver.s4. hatred in Saul, which happen’d particularly on 
This action rhis occafion. 
drew adan-  Upowx Saul’s returning from the victory, the 
Soe ak women and virgins went in throngs out of all 
Sant xviii.§. the cities, finging and dancing, with their 
cymbals and taborets, to mect him upon the 
way, and with him joy of his fuccefles ; the 
women leading the fong with [Saul hath flain 
his thoufands; | the virgins following it, [and 
David his ten thoufands.] This preference of 
David to Saul, in a ten-fold proportion, 
rais’d fuch a jealoufy in his head, that he 
could not think himfelf fafe after itr, fo long 
as David had any command near his perfon; 
wherefore he advanced him to the charge of a 
colonel; and in truth, his promoting the young 
man, and putting him upon fo many hazardous 
and glorious enterprizes, was not fo much tc 
do David honour, as to provide tor his own 
fecurity, in hopes he might fall by the chance 
ot war ina battle; for after fuch an inftance 
of the people’s affections to David, as to afcribe 
to him the credit of the victory, their next 
bulinefs would be to transfer the authority of 
the government, and for him to take it too. 
But David had the providence of God along 
vith him, wherever he went, and in wharfo- 
ever he did; and he had not only won the 
hearts of the people by the charms of his cou- 
rage and behaviour, but fo tar gain’d upon the 
A virein affections of a virgin daughter of Saul’s, that 
of her father himfelf took notice of the paffion 
nya 2 fhe had for him; and in his ordinary difcourfes 
upen that fubject, he feemed well cnough con- 
tent that it fhould be a match; not out of any 
truc tendernefs and cfteem that he had for Da- 
vid, but as the mott plautible cover for a fnare, 
that in a fhort time might probably coft him 
his lite; which was the very bottom of his 
deiiga. 
rs Wurre this treaty was in fpeculation, Saul 
*., ¢aft oat a word by the by. “ Let him, fays 
‘for | he, bring me the heads of fix hundred * Phi- 
calvof “ liftines, as an acknowledgment; and I con- 
ad ° fener he marries my daughter.” He com- 
puted within himfelf, that David was not of a 
temper to decline any generous enterprize, 
that carried honour and danger along with it; 
and that his acceptance of this offer would 
certainly engage him in fome defperate action 
upon the Philittines, that might probably coft 
him his life in the attempt. This, fays Saul 
to himiclr, will be the more decent Way of 

































































CHAP. XII. 


Saul gives his daughter Melcha in marriage to 
David, but defigns upon bis life; and Fona- 
than from time to time gives hin: notice of bis 
danger. 


S AUL found himfelf fo engaged that there 

was no receding from his promife wichout 

making himfelf a liar, or difcovering the trea 

chery of his heart, in fo bafe a defign upon the 

life of a generous young man, under the pretext 

of an honourable affinity: fo that to avoid in- Saul, out of 

curring publick cenfure and feandal, he gave Pure ham 
- = ‘ : «takes David 

his daughter Mclcha t in marriage to David. 6; nis fon- 

But this nearne{s of relation wrought no change in-law, V.2": 

atallupon the king: for Saul obferving that 

David grew every day more and more in favour 

both with God and man, he fancy’d to himfelf, 

that fo long as he liv’d, neither his crown nor 
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we Prana as faid, “ Saul demanded bur an hundred foreskins of the Philiftines.” And Ver. 27. “tis 
ale, f pre ae ao his men, and flew o¢ rhe Philiftines, rwo hundred men, and David brought their fore- 
x. 1 ev ve <4 Dee - ol ; 2 7 i i ; 
- oe them in full tale to the king, that he might be the king’s fon-in-law, &c. 
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“ that deliver’d us from our implacable enc~ 

puratthe refolution, for the fccurity of both, to have} “‘ mies. Thefe are the benefits never to be for- 

fametime de- David difpatch’d ; defigning his fon Jonathan, } ‘‘ gotten, without the infamy of the blackeft bene 
aul relents, 


fins upon his wirh fomce of the truftictt of his fervants, for his] ** ingratitude.” The ftrength and equity of peat 
ifs, and tries ‘ ee oes F Socal che £ Toni ht fo effeetuall and promifcs 
executioners. ‘This ftrange inconftancy of Saul, | this way of reafoning, wrought fo effectually upon his oath 


his life were in fafery: fo that he took up a 













































ing, JO- - : 7 7 ~ ae . : 5 
eno not only in withdrawing his affection from fo] upon Saul’s rage and jealoufy, that he bound that he will 
the plot,  deferving a youth, but entering alfo into an| himfelf with an oath, never to do any manner never burt 


1Sam. IX T- impious and perfidious defign upon his life,| of harm or wrong to David,-for the time to Pavid, V- 6. 
ftruck the fon with fuch an amazcmentand hor-| come. Jonathan carry’d the news of this re= 
ror, that what with the natural inclination} conciliation to David, with an affurance that 
he had for the perfon of David, and likewife| Saul was pacify’d, and ready to do him all_ 
a profound veneration for his virtue, he went| forts of good offices: in which confidence he ae upon j 
onathan and gave David private notice of Saul’s inten-| carry’d him back again to court, reconciled ye, ee 
preffes David tion; advifing him, as he lov’d his life, to keep| him ‘to his father, and re-inftated him in the 
if eeay,V. 2, out of the way: and in the mean time, fays| fame poft of fervice and attendance that he was 
new "" “he, I will goto my father, and take my time| in before. 
to mention your nameto him; for I have a 
mind to tryif I can learn what it is that has 
given him fuch an averfion to you, and bring 
him to better reafon; for, fays Jonathan, I 
cannot imagine fo much as any colourable pre- 
tence for {uch an indignation and difpleafure, 
againft a perfon who has deferved fo eminently 
well, both from his prince and from his coun- 
try. Or fuppofing things at the worft, and]. 
that in truthhe might have madea falfe ftep or 
two, ‘why are not his fervices fet in balance a-|_ 
gainft ic? for the publick owes him a pardon. 
Jonathan af jonathan then told David, that he fhould be 
fures David ture to have intelligence from time to time 
ofallgood how his father ftood affeéted towards him. So, 
eee David tollow’d Jonathan’s counfel, and im- 
ablencey "3" mediately withdrew out of the way. 








CHAP. XIV. 


David overthrows the Philiftines. Saul feeks 
his life, and Melcha faves it. A league be~ 
twixt David and Fonathan. David flics to ° 
Gath. Abimelech relieves him, and Sau! puts 
Ahinelech and the whole facerdotal race to the _ 
fiword ; only Abiathar efcapes. David’s mira 
culous deliverances. The death of Samuel. Da- 
vid marries Abigail. Achifp entertains him; 
gives him Zicklag, and engages him in his war 
againft the Ifraelites. 


BOUT this time the Philiftines made 

( war afrefl: upon the Hebrews, and Da- 
vid was fent by Saul at the head of an army 
to encounterthem. They fought a battle, and 
the Philiftines were totally broken and cutto_.._ , 
pieces, with a terrible execution. So foon as David gives 

ae Z ey. the Philif~ 

the action was over, David returned forthwith nes a toral 
to the king with an account of the victory. overthrow, 
But his reception was not anfwerable, cither with a terri- 
to his expectation, or to the merit of his fer ble execu 
vices; for Saul was rather fad, and caft down chk theill- 
at the ftory of the fuccefs, than elevated with natur’d envy 
it, for fear of the confequences of David’s of Saul could 
growing reputation among the people; for precy thank 
Saul turned every thing that contributed to 'O 
David’s honour and advantage, to his own lofs 
and reproach. ; 

_ Iv happen’d one day, that Saul, being fallen 
into one of his fits again, fent for David into 4, rayig 
his bed-chamber, to fing, and play upon the was finging 
harp to him, as he Jay there upon the couch and playing 
with a javelin in his hand. David was in the fees one 
very aét of his obedience, finging and playing, Saul caf. his 
as the king had commanded him; when Saul javelin at 
ftarting up all on a fudden, darted his javelin him, V. 10. 
at him; but David avoided it by a nimble turn David flips 
of his body, and fled, as faft as he could run, #¥3y 78ers 
to his own houfe ; where he continued for the The king 
remainder of that day. At night there was a orders David 
guard fet upon the houfe by the king’s order, t be feiz’d, 
to prevent David’s efcape, and to bring him yyetg.y gets 
in cuftody next morning as a criminal, to fuf- an inkling of 
fer death by a publick fentence; but Melcha, it and ac- 
David’s wife, and the king’s daughter, having quaints her 
very good intelligence of her father’s defign, oe ena 
ran prefently to her husband, and informed be node ibid. 
him of the danger he was in, charging him, ; 
as he lov’d his life, to be gone before the 
next morning ; ‘* For if you fhould be taken, 
“ fays fhe, my father will certainly put you 
*€ to death; wherefore fhift for yourfelf now 
“in the dark of the night; and may God 
“ lengthen it beyond the ordinary courfe, 
“* rather than you want time for your efcape.” 








CHAP. XIIL-> 


fonathan reconciles Saulto David, and Saul re- 
Srores hina to his former poft. 


Jonatha fo- FONA THAN accordingly went the next 
icites Saul on day to his father, and finding him ina plea- 
Devigs be- dant cafy humour, lays hold of the critical 
m5 minute to fay fomewhat to him about David. 
‘© Father, fays he, you have taken up a ter- 
*¢ rible difpleature againitthis young man, and 
“¢ given orders for his death; but upon what 
“* provocation, or for what fault, great or 
“¢ little, I cannot comprehend. He is a per- 
“© fon to whom we ftand indebted for our fafe- 
“ty, and the deftruction of the Philiftines, 
“¢ for vindicating the honour of our nation from 
“€ the fcandal of a forty days affront, in the 
“¢ challenge of the giant; and not a creature, 
“ but this innocent youth, that had the heart 
** to encounter him: a perfon that purchas’d 
“ my fifter for his wife at your owh price; to 
“* wit, the heads of fix hundred philiftines, 
‘© which were punctually counted-according to 
“his agreement: A perfon, in fine, entitled 
“to your eftcem and tendernefs, both as a 
“* brave man, and as a member of yout family, 
‘* which will make up two fenfible aggrava- 
“* tions of the lois. Be pleas’d to confider too, 
‘¢ the injury you do your own daughter in ma- 
“* king her feel the mortification of a widow, 
“* before fhe enjoys the bleffing of being a mo- 
“¢ ther. Pray be pleas’d to lay thefe things to- 
“© gether, and betake yourfelf to moderate 
** counfels. Remember who it was thatcur’d 
“* you of your fplenetick fits, and drove the 
“ evil fpirit from you; and confider the obli- 
“ gation he has laid upon the whole family by 
“. that relief; and who it was, next under God, 
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So atter a dece.at interchange of all thofe ten-|rit of prophecy feized him alfo; and going a 
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dernefies that naturally occur in fuch cafes, 


lictle farther, the impulfe was fo itrong upon 





















the royal couple were now upon the very point 
of parting, with- mutual protcitations, that 
neither of them cither would, or could live 
without the other. This was the tarewel ; 
Mecha lets and fo Meleha let her husband down from 
her husbaud the window by a rope, committing him to 
down at the providence. : 
ee : c ay came Saul’s meflengers to 
1 Sam. xin.2. ¥ DIrcakK O ay i Kicleha 
Suliznds the houfe, to apprehend David; but, Meic) 
early the told them he was-fick in bed, and aiter a vc- 
next moreins ye bad night on’t, was now fallen ailecp ; to 
ony 3! 
ce gees My he thew’d them the bed, which the had drefs’d 
er. Ld. Y r “| ; 
Mecha pre- up on purpofe for the fallacy, and pa ae 
tends he is panting under the coverlet, which they too 
fick in bed, 47 the fick man. All pafs’d for current with 


or the meflengers, and fo they returned to the 

king, with an account of every thing ; but Saul 
The officers fent chem back again the next morning, with 
come 3328 4 peremptory command to bring David away 
Pete ak. as they iound him; for dice he muft. Upon the 
ead oralive, fecond fearch, they turn’d up the bed-cloaths, 
Ver.ts. and perceiw’d that Meclcha had put a trick up- 
Bur Meleha G9 them; for there was no David to be found. 
ee Now the panting under the blankets was only 


them,Ver.16.a device of Mclcha, who had convey’d into 
the bed the warm liver of a kid newly kill’d, 
to reprefent the palpitation. The officers told 
the king the whole bufincfs, and how his 
daughter had impos’d upon them. Saul re- 
€.:) rails at’ primanded her fevercly tor being fo bafe as to 
Melchafor cake part with an enemy againit her father ; 
joining 86. bue ihe invented this plaufible excufe to fave 
ana ker herfclf by, viz. Thac her husband fwore he 
mice: voi-. Would kill her if the would not undertake to 
conceal him, and help him away; and there- 
'" tore the hoped he would pafs over what fhe 
7° had done under fuch a torce; for fhe mutt 
have facrificed che lite of his daughter, if the 
had not faved the lite ot his fuppoted enemy. 
Mretcua had now obtained her pardon, and 
David was cfcaped fate to Samuel at Ramah, 
‘where he gave the prophet the hiftory at large 
of the fnares which had been laid for him; 
the adventure of the javelin, &c. without 
any pretence all this while ot the leaft failing 
in matter of duty and refpeét, or of any mif- 
carriage in his commiffions ; tor God had ftill 
profper’d him in whatfoever he undertook ; 
and it muit be added now tor a farther aggra- 
vation, that God’s peculiar favour toward him, 
was the very ground of all the hatred and en- 
vy that was fiirr’d up againft him. 
: Wuen Samuel came to underftand the ex- 
axes travagance and iniquity of Saul’s way of pro- 
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ce 








iim fom ceeding, he took David along with him trom| “ 
Ramzh to Ramah te Galbaah *, and there they conti-| “ 
ae nucd a while together; but fo foon as Saul had| ‘ 

ee. 19--22. se 


gotten intelligence of Dasid’s being with the 
prophet, he ient a parcy of foldiers to take 
him up, and bring him away a prifoner; but 
the metlengers, upon their arrival, found Sa- 
mucl in the congregation of the prophets; 
and atrer a while, by the fame fpirit, they be- 
gan to propheiy themftelvcs too. Saul having 
notice of this, fent others, and then others, 
again and again ftill, upon the fame errand, 
-and it fared with them as with the former. 
Upon the third difappointment, all in a Tage, 
Saul went himfelt, and when he was come ‘ale 
molt to che place where Samuel was, the fpi- 


* 1 Sam.xix. to, “tis faid, “ At Naboth in Ramah,” 


. 


ce 


he might be ufcful to him. 


him, that he ftripp’d himfelf ftark naked, and 
prophelicd a whole day and night fo, in the 
fighr of David and Samucl. 

. Davin all this while thought himfelf very 
ill us’d by the king, confidering how dutiful 
and ufcful he had been to him; but upon ma- 
king his complaint to Jonathan, of the hard 
meafure he had recciv’d, he advis’d him not to 1--10. 
judge, or to fufpeét rafhly, nor to be Iledaway 
with private tales and fuggeftions, but rather 
to depend upon himiclt, that there was no 
mifchict intended him by his father, who fel- 
dom did any thing of conicquence without 
making him privy to it; or if any fuch 
thing had been, he himfelf would certainly 
have difclofed it to him. 
hand, affirmed with an oath the truth of the 
whole matter as he had fet it forth, and be- 
foughr Jonathan to venture rather to be a lit- 
tle credulous, where the life of his friend was 
at ftake, than to fufpend his belief, upon the 
hazard of coming to be convine’d of his cr- 
ror by the lofs of his friend. Neither is it to 
be imagined, fays he, that the king, who 
knows you and me to be fo particular friends, 
fhould ever communicate to cither of us, a 
detign he has upon the life of the other. Da- 
vid’s difcourfe had more weight in it than 
Jonathan could have with’d; fo that being 
half convine’d, and in fome trouble at it, he 
only defir’d David to make ufe of his fervice, 


David on the other 


there was any thing in the world whercin 
“ ¥ am fenfible, 
favs David, of your good-will and readi- 
nefs to oblige me, and in that confidence I 
am to mind you, that we are to have @ 
new moon to-morrow, and a feftival in 
courfe. The king will be there; and while 
I was in waiting, I had the honour to be 
one of the number myfelt. Now, if you 
pleafe, Ican go out of the city, and pri- 
vatcly wait your lcifure fomewhere about 
the ficlds, ‘where you may find mc out. 
If the king fhould ask for me, you may tell 
him, that [ am gone toBethlehem, to cele= 
brate the day with my own tribe, and that 
Thad your leave to go. If he fhall fpeak 
any thing kindly upon it. as a good jour- 
ney to him, or a God fpeed him, take that 
for a certain token thar he has no malice in 
his heart againft me; but if otherwife, you 
are totake it for granted that he bears mc a 
grudge. Pray let me hear how you find 
him, as you will be juft to that facred and 
mutual league of friendihip that is ftruck 
betwixt us, and as you defire to make me 
eafy under my preient calamity. If you 
can think me unworthy of your affection, 
or any way guilty toward your father, ¢’en 
fheath your fword in the heart of me, 
without waiting for further orders.” Jo- 


“¢ "That God, 


< fave 


* 


onathan and 

avid reifog 
the matter 
together, 
1 Sam. xx, 


nathan took thefe laft words a little unkindly, Jonathas 
but yet promis’d to do every thing as he was 
defir’d; and that if ever he fhould find his 
father in any plot or practice againft David, 
he would be fure to give him timely notice ibid, 
of it; fealing this promiffory declaration of 
his with the folemnity of an oath, that he 
would leave nothing unattempted that might 
conduce to his prefervation. 


promifes 
David to do 
all he can to 
ferve him, 
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longer able to conceal the mortal hatred he 
had for David, but broke ont into an cxtra- 
vagant paffion againft his fon upon it, calling 
him a traitor, and an enemy to his father; an Saul calls Jo- 
abetror of, and a confederate with David, and es ee 
a fhamclefs confpirator with the common ad= Pe yer so, 
verfary of the family; for he muft be wilfule  ~” ‘ 
ly blind, fays he, that cannot fee the abfolute 
impoflibility of Saul’s ever being fate, fo long 
‘as David is living ; commanding him alfo at 
the fame time to fend for him, and deliver 
him up to juftice. ‘Jonathan, upon this, de~ 
fir’d of his father very refpectfully, to know 
what capital crime was objeéted againft David. 
This queftion tranfported Saul into fuch a rage, And ftrikes 
that he fnatch’d up a javelin there within at him yah 
reach, and had certainly kill’d his fon with it, yeJ°70 
if fome of his friends then prefent had not in- aoe 
terpofed, and prevented it. There needed 
no other evidence of Saul’s deadly malice 
to David, when the father had like to have 
murder’d his own fon for his fon-in-law’s 
fake. 

Tuts furious outrage made Jonathan quit 
both the company and the feaft; and what 
with the trouble he had upon him for his 
friend’s danger, and what for his own, he 
pafs’d that night without any reft either of 
body or mind; fo that early the next morning, 
he took his bow and arrows, and a boy along 
with him, into the ficlds, under the pretcxe ; 
of going a fhooting, but in truth, to give Da- ee ae 
vid the neceflary intormation of what had paf- Cpaeenhee 
fed. The firft thing he did was to convey his matter, Ver. 
intelligence by his arrows, as-he faidhe would 35, &c. 
aftcr which he fent the boy away to the city 
upon an errand, for the better opportunity of 
a private conference with his friend. ‘They 
were no fooner within fight one of another, 
but David caft himfelf down at the feet of his 
preferver, and in that pofture faluted him; the 
other immediately taking him up, and both 
joining in one another’s arms, to curfe the ma-. 
lignity of the age, and their own hard for- 
tune, that was now forcing them upon a {epa- 
ration, worfe than the worft of deaths, When 
they had condoled their time out, and in- 
dulged all the foftneffes of dear and parting 
friends, they took their final leave, with frefh 
vows and alfurances never to depart from the 
conditions of their league, and fo fubmitted 
at laft to the neceffity of going their feveral 
ways. ; 
Davip being now in great diftrefs by the 
perfecution of a watchful and an implacable 
enemy, and under the confideration of a cere 
tain death if he fhould be taken, went in his 
wanderings to Ahimelech the high-prieft, in David goes 
the city of Nob. He had no company with f° Sune 
him, cither friends or fervants, which Ahime- Wop° U'giin. 
lech took notice of; and, not without fome x;i. i. 
admiration, ask’d him the reafon of it. He 
came by fpecial order, he faid, upon a piece 
of fecret fervice from the king; and that for 
privacy fake, he had for the prefent difcharg’d 
his train, and appointed them a fet time and 
place, when and where they fhould attend 
him. He told Ahimelech likewife, that it 
would be a very friendly office, and a great 
‘furtherance to his bufinefs, if he would but 
fupply him with neceflaries for his journey. 
This being granted, he told him once again, 


‘Riolemn =“ days he, who fills and governs the univeric, 
‘jeaguebe-  “ and who knows the thoughts of my ‘heart 
vi “ in the very conception of them; let that God, 
.* fays he, bea witnefs to the faith. that is 
« yow’d and promis’d betwixt us; and that I 
*¢ willnever give over fearching into, and fift- 
“© ing the private deliberations and_purpofes of 
«my father, till I fhall have difcovered’the 
«* bottom of his heart, and ‘whether there..be 
* any fecret rancour in his thoughts or not, 
“ that may work to your prejudice; and if I 
«6 {hall be able to make any thing out at laft, 
«¢ whether it be for you, or againft you, it 
<¢ fhall be the firft thing I do to inform you of 
“ir, The fearcher of hearts will bear me: 
“© witnefs that this is truc, ‘and that I have 
“¢ eyer made it my earneft prayer to Almighty 
“¢ God to blefs and profper you in your perfon 
“C and dcfigns; and yoa may aflure yourfelf, 
“ that he will be as gracious to’ you for the 
“ furure, as he hath been hitherto, and lay all 
“ your cnemics at your feet; which he will 
“© moft certainly do, even though my father 
“ and myfelf fhould be found in the party 
“ againft you. In the mean while, pray be 
“fure to kecp thefe things in memory; 
“ and if it fhould be my fate to die before 
“ you, remember to take care of my chil- 
“ dren.” 
Jonaruan having now pafs’d his oath, 



































Jonathan and ; i ’ 
Dwid agree appointed David to withdraw Into a certain 


_ypona pric part or corner of the field, which they two 
“vate wey OF had agreed upon. “ For, fays Jonathan, I 


| jnrelligencey ¢¢ 


Ver. 18-23. ¢ will firft go to my father, and when I have 


founded him as far as I can, I will come 
“ back again to your hiding-place, as if I were 
“ a fhooting, and bring a bey along with me. 
<¢ J fhall then fhoot three arrows, and if I bid 
«¢ the lad take them up and bring them to me, 
“ {er your heart at reft, that all is well with 
“ my father; but if I fay any thing clfe, 
“ rake it for granted that you are in danger; 
« but affure yourfelf, however, happen what 
< will, ic fhall be my, particular care that 
« you come to no harm. Only once again I 
“ fay, Ict not this friendfhip be forgot in the 
“ days of your profperity, but let it extend 
“ to my children.” David having received 
thefe aflurances from Jonathan, went to the 
place according to appointment. 
Tue day following was the feaft of the 
New Moon, where the king, according to cuf- 
tom, having duly prepar’d himfelf, fat down to 
fupper, with Jonathan on his right hand, and 
his general Abner on the left, David’s place 
being empty all this while. But Saul took no 
publick notice of it the firit day, fuppofing 
that his abfence might poflibly be matter of 
{cruple, for want of a.regular and_cuftomary 
purification, after the company of his wife. 
Saul enquires But Saul miffing him again the next day, en- 
for David at quired of Jonathan, how it came to pais, that 
‘ yk the fon of Jeffe fhould now abfent himfclf 
BE ae, trom the feftival two days together? Jona- 
| Jonathan ex- than told his father, that he had given him 
_ cufeshim, leave to go into the country, and feaft with 
er.28, 29. his own tribe, upon the fame occafion. ‘* He 
“¢ would fain have had me along with him, 
“¢ fays Jonathan, and truly I have fo great a 
‘ friendfhip for him, that, if you pleafe, I 
‘¢ fhould be well enough content yet to go to 
“ him.” ‘This expreffion of Jonathan’s pro- 
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vek’d Saul not a little, fo that he was no ‘that if he could but furnifh him with a {word, Ahimelech. 
<x gives David 


a : T a viaticum, 
Ver. 6: 
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David goes 
thence to 
Gath among 
the Philit= 
tines, Ver. ro. 


* Scrip. A- 
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Saul 
David's 
march, V. €. 
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- know where he 
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ora fpear, or any fort of arms, ic would lay 
vet another obligation upon him. It fo hap- 
pened that a certain fervant belonging to Saul, 
and a Syrian by nation, was all this while with- 
in hearing. His office was that of a groom, 
and hisname Doeg. ‘The high-pricft, faid he, 
had noarms, but the fword that kill’d Goliah 
the Philittine, which was hung upand dedica- 
ted to God; and that fword he might haveif he 
pleas’d. David accepted of it, and with this 
tword, making what hatte he could out of the 
juri{diction of the Hebrews, he fled to the city 
of Gath inthe Jand of the Philittines. ‘This 
wasinthe reign of king Anchus.* David had no 
{concer made his appearance there, but feveral 
ot the king’s fervants call’d him to mind, and 
immediately acquainted the king, their mafter, 
that this was the man who had deftroy’d fo many 
thoufands of the Philiitincs. David therctore 
finding himielf in as much danger of Anchus 
now, as he had been of Saul betore,: fell im- 
mediately to foaming at the mouth, and dri- 
veling like a mad-man, in order to induce the 
people of Gath to think him really mad: info- 


_much that Anchus feverely reprimanded his 


fervants, tor troubling him witha perion, who 
was net in his right fenfes; and accordingly 
order’d him inftantly to be turn’d out of his 
pretence and houfe. 

By this artifice he got clear of Gath, and 
irom thence efcaped into the tribe of Judah, 
where he took up his reiting-place for fome 
time ina cave in the field of Adullam, trom 
whence he fent to his brethren, te Ict them 
was. His friends and rela- 
tions, (and in truth other pcople promifcu- 
outly) being advercis’d of the place of his pre- 
fent abode, came flocking into him: fome for 
the love and refpect they bore to himfelf; 
others out of fear or hatredot Saul: fome in 
fine, who were uneafy in their fortunes, others 
in their minds, being unfatisty’d with the pre- 
fent ftate o: things; fo that upon the whole 
there were @ matter of four hundred of 
them gotten together, and every man de- 
voted to the fervice of David with life and 
fortune. 

In the ftrength and confidence of this little 
bedy, David removw’d and march’d direétly 
away to the king of Moab, with an addrefsto 
him tor leave to himfeli, with his friends and 
relations there, being under fome difficulties, 
to take fanctuary in fome partof his dominions, 
only till the fiorm might blow over, and their 
affairs be put into fome fort of fertlement ar 
home. The Moabite king reccived David and 
his company very gceneroufly, and treated them 
with great henour and hofpitality for the time 
they were there: that is to fay, till by the 
order and direétion of the prophet Samucl, 
David marched away with his people out of 
eo into the land of Judah, and fo to 

aris &, 


Wew Saul came to underitand (and it was 


ef not long firft) that David had been feen upon 


his march in the head of 2 body of armed men, 
he was not a little terri fy’d and troubled atthe 
intelligence ; for he had feen fo many experi- 
mental proofs of the greatnefs of David’s foul 
and courage, that he could not but reafonably 
expect fome mighty matter from him; which 
he apprehended would tend at leatt ro the per- 
plexing and difordering of his counfels, if not 
to the endangering of the very government it- 


felf. Upon this occafion, he convened all his 
thiends and captains, the people of his own 
tribe, and all his officers, civiland military, at 
his royal city of Gibeah; and. there enthroning 
himfelf, at a place they called the Field, with 
his men of war, honour and. butinefs, about 
him, he fpake to them from his poft of ftartc, 
aiter this manner: 

“ Taxine for granted, my friends and fel- 
“ Jow-tribefmen, that the good offices I have 
‘* done you, the poticfiions | have beftow’d upon 
you, the honourable and profitable commii= 
fions that I have given you, are not us yer 
fo abfolutely funk and bury’d, asto be quite 
out of your memory ; I fhall now put this 
fhort queftion to you; whetherorno do you 
expect greater benefits and advantages from 
the jon of Jefie, than you have received 
from me? for I find ir manifeitly, thar all 
your inclinations biafs that way; and that 
my fon Jonathan miniftcrs both an example 
and an authority for your fo doing: for I 
**amno ftranger to the folemnity of a dtrict 
‘© league and confederacy betwixt him and 
*¢ David; norof his abetting the caufe of my 
“ adverfarics with his power, intereft, and 
“ counfels. Now this is a matter that you 
*¢ never trouble your heads about; but fit look- 
‘¢ ing on as idle fpeétators, in acarelefs indif- 
“© ference for the cvent.”’ 

Tuese words of the king were follow’d 
with a general filence, till Doeg the groom, 
a Syrian, deliver’d what he had to fay upon 
the point then in queftion. The account he 
gave was this: “ When I came, fays he, to 
** the city of Nob, tothe high-prieft Ahime- 
“¢ lech, I faw David there to confult the ora~ 
*© cle. Ahimelech gave him conveniencies for, 
“¢ his journey, and the fword of Goliah, and 
S fo helped him forward to go whither he 
‘ pleafed.” After this declaration of Doeg, 
Saul order’d the high-prieft to be fent for with 
all his relations; to whom the king faid as 
follows: 

“ Wat have I done to make you give this 
encouragement to a traytor to his prince? 
for the fon of Jefle is no better. And yet 
who bur you to entertain him; furnifh him 
with provilicns and arms, and give him an- 
{wers fromthe oracle, of the fuccefs of his 
defigns! you cannot be ignorant that he is 
now run away, in the confcience of the ma- 
lice he has for iny family, and in the fearof 
being {eized and punith’d for’t.”’ 

Tue high prieft made no oppofition to the 
truth of the charge; but frankly confefs’d that 
the refpect he had fhewn David, was not done 
fo much out of regard to him, as to the king 
himfelf; for, fays he, “ I did not reccive him 
“¢ as your enemy, but as the faithfulleft of your 
friends and officers; and, which is morc, in 
the quality of your fon too, and a rclation 
in fo tender adegree of affinity and alliance: 
For how fhould any body imagine that man 
to be your enemy, upon whom you have 
_conferr’d fo many honours? orwhy fhould 
not I rather prefume fuch a perfon, without 
any farther enquiry, to be your fingular 
fricnd ? If he confulted me about the will of 
*€ God, itis not the firft time that he has 
done it, nor the firft time that’I have given 
him an anfwer: neither has it been always 
alike. He told me that he was fent in hafte 
by yourfelf, about carneft bufinefs, and oT 
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mation of 
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Qy 10. 
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Ver. 11. 
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with David, 
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Ahimelech's 
defence, 
Ver. 14; 1} 


Chap. XII. 


“ had not fupplied him with what he wanted, 
“ it wouldShave reflected an indignity upon 
“ yourfelf, rather than upon him; wherefore 
I hope the blame fhall not be laid at my 
* door, even if you fhould find David to 
“ be as guilry at laft as you fufpect him 
“to be, unlefs an aét purcly of compaf- 
tion and humanity, abftraéted from the leaft 
thought, knowledge, or imagination of any. 
“ evil intention, fhall be underftood to make 
“ me a party to a confpiracy; for the fervice 
I render’d him was matter of refpeét to the 
king’s fon-in-law, and the king’s military 
officer, not to the perfon or intereft of Da- 
“ vid.” This was all plaufible and fair; but 
the fear of the danger wrought more upon 
Saul than the apology, though never fo juft; 
fo that without giving any credit to the excufe, 
he commanded the guards about him to feize 
Ahimelech and his family, and put them all 
to the {fword. The Hebrews flatly refus’d to 
execute fo facrilegious a commiffion ; for it was 
no lefs, in the conftruétion of their religion, than 
to put any man to death who ferv’d at the al- 
tar. Upon this fcruple and denial, the charge 
was committed to Doeg the Syrian, who with 
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Saul com- 
mauds his fer- 
ants to fall 
upon Ahime~ 
lech, which 
they refule, 
1Sam. XXI1. I7- 


uts 

Peelcch an impious band cf ruffians and aflaffins, like 
and the himfelf, began with the high-prieft, and went 
prieftsto the through his whole family, to the number of 
oo three hundred and eighty five perfons **. ‘This 
barbarous maflacre was no fooner over, but 

. the fame hellifh crew was difpatch’d away to 

Nob, the feat and refidence of the priefthood, 

on the fame errand; where they kill’d all the 
inhabitants they could find, to a fingle perfon, 

Noblaidin {paring neither age nor fex ; and, in conclufion, 
afhes,and on- they laid the whole town in afhes. Abiathar, 
ly Abiathar, the fon of Ahimelech, was the only perfon 
the fon of | that cfcap’d in this butchery, to verify an an- 
efeapes the Client revelation from God to the high-prictft 
butchery, Eli, foretelling him, that the iniquity of his 
Ver, 20. two fons would in time to come be punifh’d 
with the rooting out of the family. ‘This ex- 

Saulextir-  ecrable cruelty of Saul, in the extirpation of 


pates the fa- 


the facerdotal race, the putting of old men, 
cerdotal race, 


women, and children to the fword, without 


an either pity for the one, or reverence for the 

other; the deftroying of a city which God 

himfelf had honour’d with a peculiar privi- 
And the very lege, by fetting it apart as a nurfery for priefts 
nurfery of ,, and prophets: this barbarous courfe, I fay, of 
prieftsand — inhuman violences, fhews us the licentious cor- | 
prepress, ruptions of flefh and blood, when unbridled 


nature is left to itfelf, without any external 
check upon it. ‘While men are low, poor, 
and impotent, in fear of laws and penalties ; 


and in truth, under fome fort of neceflity to} 
appear honeft, for want of power to be wick- | 


ed, how temperate, juft, and gentle; nay, 
how religious do they pretend tobe? They 
live as it they own’d a providence, and be- 
licw’d the omniprefence of an Almighty and an 
All-feeing God. 
come to be deliver’d from the clogs and im- 
pediments of thefe inabilities, and advanced 
to the authority of prerogative and govern- 
ment, they are no longer-the fame men, but 
thift like ftage-players, and lay by their old 
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{cene and the perfon. 





judges. He put to death three hundred pricits 


But fo foon as ever they’ 
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manners with their dreis, changing both the 
They grow bold; proud, 
and infolent, quitting all reverence, cither for 
God or man; and inftead of exercifing that 
piety and juitice which can only fecure_men 
in that eminent ftation irom the ftroke of de- 
traétion and cnvy, (fer their very thoughts, 
as well as actions, in that height of elevation 
are expos’d to common cenfure:) they live and 
act, as if either God knew not what they did, 
or as if their greatnefs had tranfported them 
out of the reach of divine jutticc, When 
this arrogant vanity is once upon the wing; 
what havock does it make of men, and of 
things! what hurly-burlics and contufions in 
the world! they govern by their paffion, not 
their reafon. Vain fears and groundlefs aver- 
fions toward fome, and partial prepoftéflions of 
favour toward othcrs, are the only counfcllors 
they advife with. Now the refult of thefe 
diétates is that which they impofe upon the 
world for no lefs than a decree ratified in 
Heaven; and all this while, not one word or 
thought of the furure. As for thofe, in fine; 
who have done them fignal fervices, they com- 
moriy wake them carly acknowledgments, by 
honours iad rewards; but then it is in every 
injorme:’s power, by fubornation or calumny; 
to ftrip chem for a word fpeaking, nor only 
of their dignitics, but of their lives too; and 
all this without proof, probability, trial, nay, 
or fo much as examination. And this tyranny 
exercifes itfelf not fo much upon the guilty, 
who deferve to be punifh’d, as upon the inno- 
cent, who may be opprefs’d without danger. 

_ We find all this to be punétually made good 
in the prefent inftance of Saul, the fon of Kis, 
who was the firft king of the Hebrews after the 
diffolution of the Ariftocracy, and the taking 
of the adminiftration out of the hands of the 





Three hun- 
and prophets, upon the caprice of a bare jea- dred prictts * 
loufy of Ahimelech. He laid their city in Poe 
rubbith, kill’d all. that were in it, and buried fyia, : 
the dead under the ruins of it; doing all that 

in him lay toward the utter extinétion of the 

facerdotal order and race, without leaving fo 

much as one prieft alive to ferve at the altar, 

or any habitation to receive them. Abiathar, 

the fon of Ahimelech, was the only man that 

efcaped; and he carried the difmal tidings of 

the deftruction of his father and his family to 

David ; which was no more, he faid, than he 

expected, when he faw Doeg there; who, he 

was fure, would put the worft comment of 

his having been with his father, to the king; 

and, in fine, he told Abiathar, that it was a 

very bitter affliétion to him, to find himfelf 

any way the occaficn of fo dreadful a calami- 

ty. But, fays he, fince it is fo, keep you 

where you are, and ftay with me, for you can 

be no where fafer. 

Asourt this time there was word brought The Philif- 
to David, that the ‘Philiftines were enter?d tines enter 
with an army into the province of Keilah, ane 
burning and deftroying all before them, where= s.r xiii. 
ever they came. David had a mind to attack . 
them, but not without confulting the prophet - 





* The Scripture reckons a much lefs number; for 1 Sam. xxii. 18. “tis faid, «¢ And Doeg the Edomite turned, 


“ and fell upon the priefts, and flew on that day fourfcore and five perfons that did wear a linnen Ephod.” 


But 


as it is added in the next verfe, “And Nob, the city of the priefts, fmote he with the edge of the fword, both 


“« men and women, children and fucklings, &c.”* 
* phus includes thofe 


The determinate number not being exprefs’d, ‘tis probable Jofe- 
ptiefts that were alfo flain in the city of Nob, in the three hundred and eighty five ; other- 


wife, the difparity is fo great, we cannot reconcile him with the Scripture. 


firft, 
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David con- firft, for encouragement and direétion. The;only to ferve as guides toward the difcovery 
avid cor A 


falts the pro- prophet bad him go on and profpcr 5 where~ | of apa in a ee poy tfic sey oe 
phet, draws n he prefently drew out, fought the ene-} zure of his perfon, and the de ivering ot him 
out, fights, UP P d them with a very great flaugh-| up into the king’s powcr. But after all the 
ae Bit ae ear ro a confiderable booty. | villainy of this pragmatical zeal, their mali- 
comes themy tet, and cArrietid a while in Keilah, for a| cious purpofe was at latt difappointed. Now 
a guard to fecure them whili they got in their they might have held their tongues in the cafe, 
harvett. Saul foon received a particular ac- with all the fecurity imaginable ; fo that the 
count of David's abode, and likewife of the | bafenefs of their thrufting themfelves into the 
action, as it was too contidcrable to lie long treachery of betraying a pious and an inno- 
conceal’d. It was allo obfervable, that the | cent perfon to ruin and deftruction, contrary 
relation was deliver’d much to David’s ho-|to law and juftice, was only a fcandalous 
nour. Upon the intelligence of David's thut~ wicked office, undertaken for the very wick- 
ting himfelf up in a walled town, Saul look’d | ednefs fake ; but mercenaries and parafitcs 
upon his bufinefs to be as good as donc, and wall ftick at nothing. 2 
as the tavour of a fingular providence that had YAVID being feafonably advertis dof the 
put his enemy into his hands ; fo that he gave malicious con{piracy of the Ziphites, and of 
id it out orders immediately tor the bebeging of| the king’s being upon his march in profecution 
vidin Keilah, and not to quit the place till, David | and in favour of it, he quitted the place where 
thould be broucht to juttice. But David be-| he was before, and made away, - as faft as he 
ing premoniihed by a revelation, that if he did | could, roa great rock in the wildernefs of David with- 
t Maon. Saul having gotten intclligence upon draws to a 


<1 ot deafonably provide for himielf, the people 8 
23 not feato yp ? the way, of Dayid’s removal, and what courfe Fees in ie 
he took, clofely purfued him, and was come wildernefs of 


dis pre-of Keilah would deliver him up to the king 
castion’d by co faye themfelves, be quitted the city, and : Kaonibie. 
a revelation, ook himiclé with his tour hundred men into fo near him, that Saul was on onc fide of the. saul follows 
Seed the defart, where he encamped upon a hill} rock, and David on the other, and jutt ready him, Ver. 2s. 
that was well fortified, by the name of Enge-|to be hemm’d in, beyond all poflibility of 
Ard removes lajs * 5 but Saul underitanding that Dayid had] efcaping 5 but by great providence, joft in this 
pt© Jett Keilah, countermanded his orders tor the | precife inftant, came the fad news to Saul, that 
: fiege too; While David, with his people, re~| the Philiftines had broken in upon the Hebrews, Z 
moved out of the wildernefs to Cena, a place |and were ravaging their country. This intel- The Philif- 
Ionathart belonging to Ziphe, where Jonathan, the | ligence diverted Saul from his purfuit of Da- etn 
comes to D3 King’s for, came to him, aad faluted him with } vid, chufing rather to turn his arms upon the ir? pobrews 
tC234 on “Incene to have fome conference with him|{worn enemics of the nation, and to redeem diverts him, 
Bos about things to come. He bad him defpond his country, than run the rifque of lofing all Ver. 28. 
ct nething; tor all thofe prefent difficulties |to gratify a particular pique againft one tingle 
would vanith; tor the time, he faid, was at perfon. By this blefied providence was Da- 
hand, when the whole nation cf the Hebrews| vid deliver’d beyond all expectation 5 and his . 
{hould be his fubje¢ts; adviling him to confi-| next retreat was to the ftreights of Engelais. His next re- 
der, that bleflings of that quality were not to Wuewn Saul had encounter’d and beaten Engelais, Ver 
~ . : ? . 
be compafs’d without toil and_ hazard. So| back the Philiftines, word was brought to him a: 
ccnew they renewed their league of triendfhip over | once again in his return, where he might find 
legit, again, confirming it with a fanétion of moft| David ; for that he had been feen fomewhere 
Ver. 18. dreadtul imprecaticns upon him who fhould | about Engelais. Upon this advice, Saul drew Saul marches 
firit act contrary to covenants; the obligation |out three thoufand choice men to march imme- oe nee 
to be tor lic, and God to be a witnefs to it.| diately after him. As they were upon the tone Gans 
This folemnity being performed, Jonathan | way, and within a little of the place, there cave where 
lef David there, much eafier, and better fa-| was a deep, dark, fpacious cave, and Sau] David andhis 
tisficd than he tound him, end fo returned to | ftepp’d atide into it alone, as a place of pri- people were, 
his own home. vacy, upon a neceflary occafion to cafe himfelf. * SAE Ra 
Wsite this was a doing, the men of Ziphe,} Now this cave happen’d to be the very place 
to curry favour with the king, gave him to} where David and his four hundred followers 
~* 4 underitand that David Jay skulking about their | had hid themfelyes. One of David's people, 
<t,V. sy, greunds, and undertook, if Saul would be | who knew Saul very well, had the fortune to 
pleafed to come to their affiftance, to deliver |difcover him, and prefently went up to David 
him up; for it was but the curing of fome | with the good news, that now was his time to 
narrow paties, and ic would be impoffible for {put an end to all his troubles, by taking the 
him to cicape. Saul highly extoll’d the zeal |opportunity of a glorious revenge, in cutting 
and good-will of the Ziphitcs, with very gra- |otf the head of his mortal enemy; for God 
cious acknowledgments of the obligation they |had now deliver’d Saul up into his hands. 
hud laid upon him, in telling him where he | But it ncither fuited with David’s greatnefs of 
might find his cnemv, and promis’d them large } mind, nor with the fenfe and confcience of his 
requitals alfo tor the fervice they had done {duty and allegiance, to lay violent hands up- 
him 5 to he prefently fent away his agents, if{on his anointed lord and mafter, whom God 
poffible, to find our David, and to fearch all |himfelf had fet over him, and to return evil 
the hiding-places in the defart tor him, pro-|for evil; fo that David only cut off a piece of David cuts 
_ miling to tollow them himfelf in a very fhort | the skirt of his garment, and fo Ict him go, off the skirt 
testime with his urmy. The people of Ziphe | but repented in the very inftant even of that of Saul’s gat 
> were wondertully terward and officious, not I too. ment, Ver. + 
Do it, Vc x 
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ae eee 5 bur 1 Sam. xii. 13. from whence this is taken, "tis only faid, ‘* Then David and his men, 
Ms me vere about fix hundred, arofé and departed our of Keilah, and went whitherfoever they could go,” not 
any a = 3: a “ 
any mention of Engedi, or, as Jofephus calls it in the Greek, Engelais; the name of that place not occur- 
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"8. nil the latt verte of the fame chapter, “ Whither, ‘tis id, he retreated, after Saul had given over perfuing 
ums" as Jofephus allo obferves a little lower. ie 
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Uron Saul’s departing out of the cave, 
David follow’d into the open air, calling out 
after him. ‘The king, upon the hearing of a 
voice he was fo well acquainted with, turned 
prefently about ; and David, with all decency 
of reverence and refpeét both to the perfon 
and the occafion, addrefs’d himfelf to him in 


a7, 


a 


antients; who, when they had their ene- 
mies at mercy, chofe rather to difmifs them 
fafe and free, than to make an ill ufe of the 
advantage they had over them. Now do I. 
manifeftly perceive by the paflages of this 
day, that God has fet you apart for this 
kingdom, and that the whole nation of the 
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words to this effect: 


David reafons 
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Iv isa very unhappy thing, fir, with your 
majefty’s gracious leave for this freedom, 
when a great prince has his ears fo open to 
calumniators and detractors, as to {ufpeét 
the integrity of his try’d and moft faithful 
tricnds, upon the credit of the vaineit and 
falfeft of men; that is to fay, of pick-thank 
flateerers and under-hand informers. Were 
it not, under favour, a much more laudable 
Way to put every man tothe trial of his ho- 
nefty by his works? for words may be falfe 
as well as true; but demonftration by faét 
is infallible. You may be pleafed now, up- 
on the force of this fingle inftance at prefent 
before you, to confulr your reafon, upon fe- 
cond thoughts; whether or no I have not 
had hard meafure, in being taken for a cri- 
minal, upon the fuggeftion of an evil inten- 
tion that never fo much as enter’d into my 
thought; and yet it has (moft unhappily to 
me) fo far gain’d belief with your majefty, 
that I goin danger of my life every hour 
of the day and night, upon a bare and un- 
grounded jealoufy of my guilt. Can any 
thing, with pardon, be clearer than the 
evidence of your majefty’s miftake, when 
you fufpeét me for malicious practices upon 
your life, as well as on your family? How 
will your majefty look God in the face with 
this guilt upon your confcience, that you 
are ftill praétifing upon the life of a perfon 
who had you wholly at mercy, and the op- 
portunity of gratifying his revenge, which, 
had you had the like againft me, you would 
not have let flip out of your hands; and 
yet fpar’d you out of good-nature, juttice, 
and refpeét. Look you fir, fays he, I could 
as cafily have taken your head from your 
fhoulders, as this piece of ftuff from your 
rgantle, [fhewing the skirt that he had cut 
off, to confirm the truth of what he faid ;] 
and yet I had not the heart to indulge a 
revenge, though never fo juft; while you 
at the fame time, without any difficulty or 
{cruple, purfuc me with a moft injurious 
perfecution. But let God judge betwixt us, 
who will determine, in the conclufion, 
which of the two was in the right.” 

Saux was fo confounded at the modefty of 


the young man, and in fuch admiration at the 
good-nature and humanity of David, in fpa- 


Hebrews is to be fubjeéted to your govern- 


. 


you ; and that when you come to be pof- 
{efs’d of your government, you will be mer- 
ciful to my family.” David pafs’d his pro- 
mife upon oath to do as he was delir’d, and 
fo- difmifs’d the king, and departed himfelf 
with his train to the ftreights of Mizpch. 


nn 


‘“ 


a 


ment ; whercfore I have this requeft to make And aske 
of you, that you give mc your promife, upon Pevid for 
oath, to forgive all the injuries I have-done a 


er, 21, 22. 


Ar or about this time died the prophet Sa- ahs death of 
mucl, a perfon in great reputation among the the prophet 


Hebrews, for his probity and virtue ; and the 
people gave an eminent proof of the efteem 
they had for him, in the magnificence and ex~ 
pence of his funeral. They buried him at 
Ramah, in his own country, and mourned for 
him afterward a long time, not with the cerc+ 
mony of a formal publick forrow, but every 
individual had a diftinét and a particular fhare 
in the lofs ; for he wasa man of a natural benig- 
nity and juttice, and moft remarkably in God’s 
favour for his virtues. Atter the death of Eli, 
he govern’d twelve years alone; and then in 
the reign of Saul, eighteen years more, ending 
his days according to the relation that is here 
fet forth. 

Tuere lived at that time near the place 
where David frequented, a certain man of 
Ziphe, of the city of Emma*, who was very 
wealthy in herds and poffeffions; for he had 


amuel,1Sam . 


XXY. 1 


Samuel’s cha 
racter. 


The hiftory 
of Nabal, 
Ver. 2. 


in his grounds three thoufand fheep, and a’ ” 


thoufand goats. David was fo much his friend, 
that he fet his own people to affift in looking 
after his flocks; forbidding them upon their 
uttermoft peril, either for avarice, or tor hun- 
ger, Or upon any other pretence whatever, to 
touch fo much as one hair of them ; no, though 


they were abfolutely fure of not being detect 


ed 5 continually inculcating to them the duty 
and obligation they lay under of living ac- 
cording to the rules of juftice, and in confor 
mity to the will of God, who was never pleafed 
with any man that coveted, or laid violent 


-hands on the goods of his neighbour. By this 


good difcipline, David reftraincd thofe about 
him from violences, and kept them within 
bounds; .imagining all this while, that the 


kindnefs he had fhewn, and the gocd and ge~ © 


nerous offices he had done, were conferr’d on 
a perfon of worth and honefty, who would be 
fure to make him grateful acknowledgments, 


and a fuicable return. 

Bux Nabal (for that was the man’s name) ‘The charac- 
was a brutal ill-natur’d wretch; yet the hut-ter of Nabal, 
band of a notable, difcreet, prudent and a- Ver}: 
grecable woman. One day as he was thearing 


ring his life after fo many bitter provoca- 
tions, that he could not forbear groaning upon 
saul adlingun the thought of it; and upon David's. anfwer- 
ledges Dae 12S his tigh with another, “No, no, fays 
vid’s genero- | Saul, thefe lamentations will better become 


fity, andhis “‘ me; for as you, on the one hand, have his theep, David fent ren of his people to Na- 
o injaltice, “been the cauic and the author to me of a| bal with the compliment of a thouland good 
e17--20. ce 
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great deal of good; fo have I, on the other 
fide, made you a retura only of cruelty and 


mifery for all your obligations and benefits. 
You have in this, fays he, given vifible de- 
monitration that -you are not degenerated 
from the generofity and goodnefs of the 


ce 


ec 


a 
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* Epiphanius Scholafticus has Maon for Hmma, which is alfo the Scripture name. 
Yv 


wifhes to him, and defiring only fome mode- 
rate fupply of provifions out of his abundance ; 
for his thepherds could inform him, that all 
the while they had been together in the defarr, 
they had been fo far from doing him any inje- 
ry, that they had rather kept and preferved his 


. fheep 


° 
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fheep for him; clofing the difcourfe with an 
aflurance, that what friendfhip foever he fhould 
do for David upon this occalion, fhould be a- 
bundantly acknowledg’d. The anfwer that 
Nabal returned them was rude and churliih, 
like himfelfi “ David! fays Nabal, why who’s 
“ thar fame David, I wonder?” They told him 
he was one of the tons of Jefie. ‘¢ Yes, yes, 
“ fays Nabal, your runaway-fervants look up- 
“ on themfelves to be brave fellows, I war- 
“ rant ye.’ This contemptuous atfront cnra- 
ged David to that degree, that he immediate- 
Jy puc himfelf ac the head of tour hundred 
men, leaving two hundred more behind witch 
the baggage, (his number being now encreafed 
to fix hundred) with a vow and determina- 
tion that very night to cut off Nabal, with his 
houfe and family. Now David’s indignation 
againit him, was not fo much for his barbaricy 
and ingratitude, where he had been fo trankly 
obliged, buc for che virulence of fo infolent 
an outrage againit a man that never did him an 
injury. i 

WHite matters were in this poiture, one of 
Wabal’s thepherdsand fervants carry’d the i 


Nabal's chur- 
tifthnets and 
ribaldry a- 
gaint ‘Dad 
y Sam. xxv. 
ID, Ii: 


David vows 3 
revenge upon 


Nabal, Vo 12. 


cO- 


ry of this encounter tothe miltrets ; telling her, 
how David being diftrefs’d for provifions, and 
having fent to her husband to defire fome fmall 
reliet of him, was not only retufed by him, 
but anfwered with untufterable and opprobri- 
ous revilings; though David had ever dealt 
honcurably and reipectiuily by him in guard- 
ing and fecuring his flocks trom injurics and 
violence; telling her further, what apprehen- 
tions they had of the mifchict that the tenfe ot 
this indignity might bring upon herfelf and her 
husband. So foon as Abigail, (for fo ihe was 
called) the wite of Nabal, had heard their 
ory, the prefently call’d tor the atits out; 
cauted them to be laden with prefents, and, 
unknown to her husband, ae was at that 
time fuddled, and fenfeleis) fhe put herfelf up- 
on the wavy to find out David; whom the met 
.q ceming down the flraits of the mountain, and 
und pacifies tcur hundred men tellowing him, with an in- 
him, VW. 23-- tent to take vengeance upcn Nabal. Abigail 
th no fooner faw him approach, but leaping from 
her afs, ine threw herfelt proitrate upon the 

ground, and “ humbly betcught David to pafs 

** over the words of her husband, as one whole 

“name was fuited to his nature; Nabal in 

Hebrew lignitving a fcol and a madman. She 
pleaded tor herfelt, that fhe faw none ef the 
mclicngsrs that were fent to her husband ; 
“ beggea pardon, and deiir'd David to give 
Geu thanks tor fending her as the inttru- 
ment to keep his hands trom blood: and, 
“hr, fuvsthe, mav vou itil preferve yourfelt 
that pollotion, that God may turn 
ance that threatens Nabal upon the 
\ cnemics. Be pleafed, I be- 
CL, ter accept or the good-will oi 
“weur poor fervant, withthete fmall pretents ; 
ena upon my humble requstt, to pais over 
the clitnce of my husband, who had fo juit- 
iy incurr’d your difpleaiure; tor there is no- 
thing fu well becuming the character of the 
perion, that Providence deligns for a crown, 
as clemency and compalmon, David was 
pleated to receive the prefents, telling her 
that the had reafon to blefs God that put it 
into ocr heart to comz2 hither this day; o- 
therwife fays he, you thould never have liv’d 
‘“tahive fecn another; for had {worn to 
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Book VI 


myfelf to lay your houfe in ruins this very 

night, and notto leave onc foul alive in the 

family of that ungrateful man, who had cait 

fo many indignitics upon me, and thote that 

belong tome. You are now come ina blet= pay 5. 

icd hour to allay my rage, and put a {top to dons Nib, 

my refolution; but yet aiter all, chough J for Abigaip, 

am content for your fake, ro forgive Nabal’s Me, V-35, 

faule againft me, there isa judgment ftill eee 

behind that attends him; and his ill-man-‘urend hin 

“ners will be his ruin fome other way.” 

Wich thefe words, David difcharged Abigail, 

who went direétly home, and tound her huf- 

band carouling among his companions, and fo 

fortifhly drunk with wine, that there was no 

{peaking to him that night; but the nextmorn- 

ing, when he was become fober, the told him 

the whole ftory trom beginning to cnd; which 

{track him with fuch an aftonifhment, that he elas 
a : . : : abal cies 

was feized with a dead palicy uponir, and died ;. Davia ta 

inten days. David, upon the news of his foretold, 

death, was heard to fay, that the judgment Ver. 38. 

was righteous, and that God had avenged his 

caufe, while he that receiv’d the injury came 

off with clean hands. The world may gather 

trom this example, that there’s no avoiding 

the ttroke of divine juftice ; and that it is Pro- 

vidence that governs the world, not paflion 

or chance; but that both good and wicked 

men are either rewarded or punifhed in their 

own kind. 

AFTER the deceafe of the husband, David 
{ent a meflage, and an invitation to the widow ; 
defiring her to come over to him; forhe would 
take her to his bed as his lawful wite. Her 
anfwer was, that the was vot worthy fo much 
as to Wath the teet of David; but the went to 
him, however, with all her cquipage, and be- 
came his wite; an honour that fhe was indebr- 
cd to for the graces both of her mind and per- jc. Abigul, 
fon; for it was her prudence, modeity, and Nabal’s ‘wi- 
beauty, that recommended her to this preter- dow, V. 42. 
ment. David had alfo a former wife, [Ahi- Pave hada 

. > . ormer wife 
noam ] a native of Abefar; but as for his late Abingsn 
wile Melcha, the daughter of Saul, 


“<“ 
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David mare 


her fa- Ver. 43, 
ther gave her awayto Phalti, the fon of Lifus * Saul having 
of Gethla. It was not long after this, when §!vcn sway 
e . 2 Melcha to 
the men of Ziphe brought a frefh accoung to Phalti, Va 
Saul, that David was come into their quarters 1 Sam. sui 
again, and that with a little help he might be Soe aay 
calily taken. Upon this intelligence, Saul im- * eens 
mediately marched thither with three thoufand “YS 77" 5 
men; and the night coming on, he pitched his 
tents ac a place called Sicella +. When Dar + scrip, Hee 
vid came to underftand that Saul was moving chilah, 
that way, he fent out his feouts for a particu- 
lar information where the enemy lay; and 
word being brought that they had pofted them-= sayi being 
{elves near a place call’d Sicella, David got polted nezr 
up inthe night, and with only Abifhai, the fon es 
of his fifter Zeruiah, and Ahimelech the Hit- nee aa 
tite, went direétly, without the privity of any ea “Adina: 
other perfon, into the camp of the enemy ; lech, into his 
where they found the king in his tent, with his “mp, V- 3 
general Abner, and his guards about him, all > sang 
fait afleep. peered : 
Axisuar, fecing the king in his bed, and his guards falt 
launce by him, would needs have nailed him fleep in his 
immediately to the ground; bur David held 5 V- 7. 
his hands, and told him, “ Abithai, fays he, 
‘“ Saul is God’s king, and his perfon facred, 
“" Jet the man be never fo wicked ; and he is 
“* only accountable for the ill management of : 
“* his power to him who gave him the power 
“ irfelf 


Chap. XIV. 


“ icfelf But for a proof, however, that I had 
ec 
David carries “° bad ufe of the advantage, I will now take 
away saul’s “© away his launce and pitcher of water from 
Jaunce an «© his bed-fide.”” David leaving the camp as 
pitcher frOM Clently and unperceiv’d ashe came into it, 
bis bed fl ond betwixt the darknefs of the night, and th 
Bam. xxvi and beewixt the darknefs of the night, and the 
oe ftrength of his own refolution, he went his 
way, without any apprchention of danger up- 
He crofes | on the adventure. He pafs’d the river, and 
theriver,2nd then getting up tothe top of a mountain near at 


chides Ab- hand, within hearing of the camp, he called 
ncr ete out from thence to Abner and the guards, 
guingno as loud as he could, to wake them: Abner 
peter to = tarred upon this clamour; and hearing him- 


their mafter, felf call’d upon by name, cry’d out aloud to 

Ver. 15> 16 know, who it was that would fpeak with Ab- 
ner? anfwer was made, it was David, the fon 
of Jefle, one of your fugitives. “ Are you 
“‘ afic man, fays David, tobe a great prince’s 
“¢ favourite ; a general of his army, and to 
“¢ take upon you the guard of his royal perfon, 
*¢ and under all thefe honourable obligations, 
“* to lie dozing and ftretching your felf at 
“< eafe, when your mafter’s life is in danger? 
“ can you tell me what is become of the king’s 
*¢ Jaunce, and the pitcher of watcr that were 
“¢ this night taken by the enemy out of histent, 
“¢ and from his very bed-fide ? and you, in the 
‘¢ mean time, and your guards, all faft afleep 
“¢ about him, without knowing any thing of 
“* the matter? whether this were neglect, or 
“ treachery, “tis equally the fame ; for whe- 
“ ther it was the one, or the other, you do 
“ certainly deferve to lofe your head for 
cc it.’ . 

Saul finding Wien Saul came to find this to be David’s 

it to be Da~ voice, and himfclfnow a fecond time betray’d, 


a 


vid's voice, betwixt the frailty of his own drowfinefs and 
Ver.17- the negleét of the guards, into the hands of 
the very perfon, whofe life he himfelf was 
now about to take away; miftaking the beft 
friend he had for the moft mortal of his ene- 
mies: Saul, I fay, was fo fenfible of David’s 
goodnefs and refpect, under the greatcft of 
provocations, and not without fome fort of 
Gives him Tight to be fevere upon him, that * he gave 
publick ‘© him publick thanks for his life: bidding 
thanks for ¢¢ him fer his heart at reft for the future, and 
pee anS “ tear nothing, but return in peace to hisown 


turn home in * habitation; tor he found by experience, he 
peace, V. 25. °° faid, that his life was not dearer to himfelf 

*€ than it wasto David ; whom he look’d upon 
as his preferver, and a perfon of fo try’d 
and unchangeable affection to him, that not- 
withftanding all banifhments, hazards, and 
ill ufages; lofs of friends, and many violent 
attempts upon his life, he returned him no- 
thing but benefits for injuries, and good for 
evil.” David, at laft, defired him to fend 
fome body to fetch back the launce, and the 
David ap- Pitcher; appealing upon the whole matter to 
peals, that he the righteous God of heaven and carth, to 
could have judge betwixt them, and to bear him witnefs, 


taken his life ¢ 
zs Wai ca that when he took away Saul’s launce and 


cc 
ce 
ce 
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lance and pitcher, he could with as much eafe have taken 
pitcher, his life. 

1 Sam. xxyvi 
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Arter this fecond deliverance, Saul re- 
turned fafe to his palace. But David having 
no mind to venture himfelf any longer in a 
place where he was fill in danger of being 
taken, remov’d with his fix hundred men into ¢ Sam. xxyli 
the land of the Philiftines, to live there, with 1. 
the confent and liking of all his people. Be- 
ing now come to Anchus *, the king of Gathy anchus, the 
(one of the five principal cities belonging to king of Gath, 
the Philiftines,) the king entertains David and entertains 
his two wives, Ahinoam and Abigail. Saul aie and 
all this while had notice ftill of David’s mo- cee Von fe 
tions; but after two difappointments already, : 7 
and falling into the very inare himfelf that he 
had fer for David, he left his adverfary to Saul gives 
take his fortune, and, defifted from the purtuit. over the pur- 
Davip found himfelf uneafy in the city of Fie Pansy 
Gath, and fo taok-the freedom to defire of the ~~" 
king this addition to his former bounties 3 
that he would be pleafed to aflign him fome 
place or portion of ground in -his dominions, 
for himfelf and thofe that belonged to him, 
to live upon; for it gave him fome uneafinefs, 
he faid, to continue {till in a place where he 
mutt appear burdenfome to ‘the people. So 
the king gave him ‘Sicella }to himfelf and his King Anchus 
heirs for ever; and David retained fo great a gives David 
Kindnefs for the place, even after he came to ey Or 
be king, as to referve it for a private potfeffion ang his hein 
for himfelf and pofterity ever afterwards; but Ver. 6. 
of this more at large in another place. 
Davin’s ftay in Sicella was four months and | 
twenty days, whence he made feveral inroads ancet honey 
upon their neighbours, the Sarites and Amale= ang Amale- 
kites, carrying away vaft booties of mules and kites, and 
camels; but taking no prifoners, for fear they takes great 
fhould difcover the whole myftery to Anchus, beoty,V- 8, ¢ 
He made the king prefents, however, out of 
the fpoil, who would be asking him now and 
then, where he met with all that pillage. His 
anfwer was, that he had made incurlions into 
the foutherly parts of Judea, and there he 
found it. There was no great difficulty to 
make Anchus believe a ftory that his hearec 
was fo defirous to have truc; for it was rea- 
fonably to be prefumed, that after all this ha- 
vock and outrage committed by David upon 
his own countrymen, he would never dare to 
look homeward again; and by that means have 
nothing left to truft to, but the fervice of king 
Anchus. ‘The Philiftines were about this time The Philif- 
preparing for a war againft the Hebrews, and tines prepare 
a general rendezvous appointed upon fuch a ue Sadia 
day, in Rengam, where Anchus was to draw y Sam. xxviii. 
them into a body, and thence to lead them 1. 
out againft the enemy. ‘The king {poke to Anchus to 
David alfo to join him, with his fix hundred draw a 7 
men over and above his own troops; who not YF? Oa hie 
only promifed ic with great readinefs, but told fix hundred’ 
Anchus further, that the time was now at men ae 
hand, that would put it into his power to make them, V-1, 2. 
him an honourable return for all his bounties. ‘ 
The king, on the other hand, pafling his royal ~ 
word to David, the more to oblige him, that 
if he fuccceded in this battle, he would do 
him all the honour that in him lay, and in 
particular give him the command of his guards. 


David makes 
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CHAP. XV. 


Sul confults the ghoft of Samucl. ~The fpirit 
joretels him the lofs of the barth, with the 
death of binfelf and his fons, and it proves 
fo accordingly. 
Larn Sicells. 
to pieces. 


T is to be noted, that Saul had already 
banifhed all diviners, foothfayers, fortunc- 


David purfues, and cuts them 


All diviners, 
foothtayers, 
and fortune~ 


tellers ba- ) eve ' 
nifh'd the  fuch vain pretenfions, out of his dominions 7 
kingdom, | but the prophets he ftill retained. _ News be- 


x Sam. xxvitl. ing now brought him that the Philiftincs were 


x advanced as tar as Sunem, and encamped upon 
the plain there, he went our to mect them, 
and drew up near the mountain of Gilboah, 
directly over-againft che camp of the ericmy. 
The armies being now in fight one of another, 
Saul found the Philiitincs fo much fuperior to 
the Hebrews, both for order and number, that 
his heart mifgave him, and funk upon it; and 
this terror put him upon confulting the pro- 
phets about the event of the expected battle. 
The queftion being put, and no anfwer re- 
turn’d, the filence of the oracle was worfe to 
Saul than all the reit; for he look’d upon it 
to be fo foreboding a prefage of an evil fate 
at hand, that he tell into a downright defpe- 
ration upen it; and yer fuch was the hardnefs 
of his heart, thar though God had withdrawn 
his favour trom him in fuch a fignal manner, 
and he himfelf confcious of it, he had ftill a 
recourfe, after all this, to conjurors and wiz- 
zards, to learn the event of things, and fer 
people at work to find him out fome cunning 
woman who could foretel things to come ; 
ter there are a fort of people that rake upon 
them to call up the ghofts of the dead, and 
thereby to refolve {uch quettions about future 
contingencies as the queritts fhall pleafe to 
ask them. While he was upon this enquiry, 
one of his family told him, that he had heard 

_. ef fuch a fort of a woman at Endor. Upon 

Sanl cifguiles this information, Saul without any more ado, 

ae difguifes himfelf; and taking two ccenfidents 

witch of En- along with him, goes direétly to the famous 
ver, Ver. $3. woman at Endor, without acquainting any 
body elfe. The firft thing he faid upon 


ccmiag up to her, was to defire fome trial of 


her skill, in calling up the ghoit of fuch a cer- 
tain perfon as he fhould name. The woman 
cxculed herfelf, out of a reverence to the 
divinaticn, upon pain of banithment; where- 
fore the befought him not to betray her into a 
fiare 5 for if the thould pretend to give a re- 
iclation, and be detcéted, the praétice would 
meit inrallibly be her ruin. But this refufal 
would not fatisty Saul; fo that preffing her 
ull more and more, with bitter imprecations 
upcen himfelf, that no mortal fhould ever know 
“i one tvllable that pats’d betwixt them, either 
queition or anfwer, fhe was prevail’d upon at 
lait, betwixt oaths and importunities, to ven- 
ture herfelf upon the credit of fuch aflurances 
that fhe was in fafe hands. 


saul bids her InMeprarery upon her confenting, Saul 


eee bad her call up the sghoft of Samuel. She 
See. Rnevy nothing arall who this Samuel was; but 
Ir appears, owever, upon her calling him up, the ghoft 

Sots appeai’d. The woman was under an attonifh- 






Lhe Amalekites pillege and 





tellers, and all other people whatfoever of 









King’s cdiét, which had forbidden this way of 


ment at the fight of fo divine a figure, and 
turning toward Saul, asked him, “If he were 
“* not Saul the king, (for Samuel had told her 
“as much.’”?) Saul making anfwer, “ That 
““ he was the man; and obierving her to be 
“trembling, and in diforder, defir’d to know 
*“ what might be the caufe of that confufion.” 
“She faw the refemblance, fhe faid, of an 
* anticnt man, with a radiant glory about 
‘him, afcending trom the earth.” Saul de- 
manded of her what kind of figure, of what 
years, and in what habit he teem’d to be? 
“* A man in years, fhe faid, of a venerable 
“* afpe&t, and ina facerdotal veft.” By this 
defcription Saul concluded it to be the gure 
of Samuel, and fell down upon his face and 
worlhipped. ‘ The fpceétre demanded what The dif. 
“ he gave him this trouble for, to take him AES 
“trom his place of reft?”’ ~ Saul, replied, et 
“© ‘That it was abfolute neceflity; for he was fpcctre,V. 15, 
“ threaten’d, he faid, wich a ‘mighty army, 
“and wanted advice what to do; God had 
“* torfaken him, and he had neither prophets, 
““ dreams, nor vilions to fly to for direétion. 
“ For thefe reafons he had now recourfe, he 
“¢ faid, to Samucl, as his laft refuge, and a 
‘¢ perfon that he had ever found favourable to 
“ himfelf and his affairs.” Samuel forefecing 
that Saul had but one day more to live, rold 
him, “¢ How vain a thing it was for him who 
“knew himfelf forfaken of God, to launch 
“* out into unfeafonable curiofities, what fhould 
“hereafter become of him. Burt, fays the 
“* ghoft, fince nothing clfe will ferve your 
‘turn, Tam to tell you, that God Almighty The fpint 
S¢ has determin’d that David fhall be pur into foretels Da- 
“* poffeffion of the government, and bring the ert 
: goyern- 

‘* prefent war to a happy conclufion, while ment, and 
“ you yourfelf are to lofe your crown and Saul: lofing 
“your lite together, for your difobedience hiscrown 
“ to God in the bufincts of the Amalekites, a ed ue 
“and for the contempt of his commands, ;, che tae, 
‘* which from my lips you received by his or Ver. 19. 
“der while I was living. Know further, 
“ that you are to be with me to MOrrow 3 
* your army fhall be overthrown, and your- 
“* felf and your fons fall in the battle.” 

Turse words ftruck Saul fpeechlefs, and in Saul fallsinto 
a manner dead; for he fainted, and fell to the 2 foo, 
ground upon them; whether out of the tranf- ‘°?> 
port of fo furprizing a fenrence, or out of 
weaknefs of body with over-fatting, may be a 
queftion ; for he had eat nothing tor four and 
twenty hours before; but coming at laft a 
little to himfelf again, the woman was very 
carneft with him to take fomewhat of fufte- 
mance to fupport nature; defiring no other 
conlideration for the dangerous office fhe had 
render’d him, than to have the putting of 
him into a condition of ftrength and ability 
to return to hisarmy. She was fenfible enough 
of the hazard fhe had run in the exercife of. 
a forbidden profeffion; and efpecially in the 
violation of a decree at the defire (unwitting 
ly) of him that made it. After a great many 
importunities and refufals, in the depth of his 
deiperation, Saul was prevail’d upon, in the 
end, to admit of fome refrefhment. So the 
woman, though fo poor that fhe got her 
living by her daily labour, kilP’d her only 
calf, drefs’d it, and fet it before Saul and his 
fervants, with her whole fortune in that treat 5 
who, in fine, took his repaft, and returned 
that night to his army. 
IMusr 
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twixt hope and fear, to make the beft of all 
favourable accidents! The other is the great 
foul, that when he knows he is to perifh, bold- 
ly advances upon his deftruétion ; meets it, and 
encounters his fate, though without any hope 
or thought of furmounting it. Be this {fpoken 
to the immortal honour of Saul, who hath 
made himf{elf exemplary to all lovers of glory ; 
and whoever would celebrate himfelf to after= 
ages, mult tread in his fteps; princes ef{pccial~ 
ly; to whom it is fo neceffary to have exalted 
mninds, anfwerable to the fublimity of their 
fortunes, that a mediocrity, either of courage 
or Of virtue, ig a-kind of a fcandal upon them. 
More might be faid upon the fubjecét of Saul’s 
| dignity and refolution: but not to make this 
'digreflion too tedious, I fhall now go on 
where I left. me 
Tue Philiftines having drawn their troops Anchus 
‘together from all quarters, according to their brings up. 
diitribution into tribes, kingdoms, and govern- David sent 
frments, Anchus the king of Gath, with his ae but 
men after the reft, and David with his band the great offi- 
of fix. hundred after Anchus; feveral of the cers will not 
Philiftine commanders taking notice of a mix- ait any 
ture of Hebrews among them, enquir’d from 7 Sam six 
whence they came? who fent for them? and 2-5, 
what they did there? Anchus made anfwer, 
“That the young man there, (pointing to 
“ David,) was a fervant of Saul’s, who was 
*¢ fallen under his difpleafure, and forced to 
‘* fly for his life. He came to me, fays An- 
*¢ chus, with the people he has about him, for 
“¢ fanétuary; fo I receiv’d him, and provided 
“¢ for him; and now upon this occafion he has 
“¢ promifed me his uttermoft affiftance againtt 
“€ Saul, in requital for his proteétion, and to 
‘“* gratify his revenge.” ‘The Philiftines were 
one and all againti trufting a profefs’d enemy, 
and were rather for having him remanded; 
tor they did not know, they faid, what mif- 
chicf the treachery of fuch a_ party might do 
upon fuch an occafion. And for the difference 
betwixt him and his mafter, the fervice he 
might do him upon this opportunity, would 
compound for forty fuch breaches; wherefore 
Anchus fhould do well, they faid, to confider 
what he was doing, and without more words 
to fend him back to the habitation he had af=. 
fign’d him; for this was the David, they faid, 
that the virgins cried up fo in their fongs, for 
killing fo many thoufands of the Philiftines. 
Anchus could not oppofe the force and reafon 
of the*objeétion; and therefore he thought fit 
to take David afide, and difcourfe him upon 
that fubject. ‘¢ Young man, fays he, upon the 
“* certain proof and experience that I have 
received of your fidelity and courage, I 
have now entertained you as my ally and af- 
* fociate in this expedition; wherefore with- 
* draw yourfelf immediately to the place I 
* have allotted you, and have a particular 
“* care there of the peace of my people, and 
“¢ the country near you, for fear my enemies 
** fhould take advantage of my abfence, and 
‘¢ prefs me with troubles at home. You will 
“< do me the office of a kind ally, every jot 
*¢ as effeétually in that government, as if you 
*¢ were my fecond in the army; and in the 
** mean time, I am as much your friend as 
“¢ ever.” Upon thisgdeclaration of Anchus, Achifh re- 
they parted, and David, according to his or- mands David 


der, went his way to Sicella. to Sicella, 
Bur Ye te. 


‘The wonder~ I must not pafs over here the candour, the 
ful good-™t- good-nature, and the greatnels of this wo- 
ure ae & ~ man’s mind, without fome note of admiration. 
veroliyn ‘The king had forbidden her the praétice of an 
_ of Endor,. art that. was the only maintenance of herfelf 
Sum. xxXV4l- and family. Here comes a gueft and a ftranger 
ty SCs to her, that fhe had never feen before; but a 
perfon in mifery, and one that had need of her 
advice in the way that he himfelf had forbid- 
den; forit prov’d to be the king. She re- 
ceiv’d him, treated him, and reliev’d him; 
and all this fhe did willingly and chearfully ; 
nay, and fo frankly too, that fhe gave him all 
fhe had, and without any profpect or contem- 
plation of a reward, by gaining the king’s fa- 
vour; for he, fhe knew, was doom’d to die; 
befide that over and above the piety of thefe 
offices, fhe did all this for the very man whofe 
prohibition had been the ruin of her. This 
proceeding was quite contrary to the cuftom 
of the world, that makes charity an intereft, 
and gives or relieves only to get by ‘the bar- 
gain, putting out virtue, as they do money, to 
intereft. Wemay reckon that we have recom- 
mended to us in the great example of this ge- 
nerous woman the honour and humanity of 
’ doing good offices to all people in neceffity ; 
befide that a fincere and unaffected charity, is 
a virtue of all others the moft acceptable in 
God’s fight. 
Arrer this right done to the woman of 
Endor, there is fomewhat further to be faid 
upon this occafion by way of admonition, that 
all forts of pcople may be the better for it, 
thofe efpecially who are born. great, and 
prompted by honourable inclinations to the 
love and praGtice of virtue 5 for this it is that 
makes men immortal even upon earth, and. 
infpires princes and governors with generous 
thoughts and refolutions, in defiance not only 
of danger, but of death itfelf, when the fafe- 
ty and well-being of their country required it. 
The charac~ "I'H1s cafe of Saul is an eminent initance to 
ter of aglo- my purpofe. He knew moft certainly that he 
spore Oe was to die in this battle; for the prophet had 
Sanl, told him as much. But he perfifted yet in a 
: refolution to ftand his fate, without betraying 
his army to the enemy, or expofing his royal 
dignity to fcorn, for the faving of his carcafe. 
He madc it his glory to die fighting for the 
defence of his government; and rather to have 
his fons and. his whole family die partners with 
him in the honour of the aétion, than to leave 
them behind him, under anxious uncertainties 
how their furvivors may prove, comforting 
himfelf with this, that a good name would 
fupply the failure of any other pofteriry. ‘This 
isthe man, that, in my opinion, defcrves the 
character of truly juft, brave, and wife; and 
I would have the fame veneration paid to all 
publick-fpirited examples of his pitch and ele- 
vation, cither paft or to come ; for let hiftory 
fay what it will of fome men that may yet do 
great things, perhaps upon the hope or affu- 
rance beforehand of coming off fafe and-vic- 
torious; thefe men are not to be look’d upon 
as herocs of the firft rate, (chough much how- 
ever to be efteemed,) but thofe rather, who 
like Saul, {tand firm and unthaken in a fearlefs 
defiance of the worft of fatalities, and under 
the certainty even of déath itfelf. What 
mighty matter is it for a man to venture his 


life upon a common chance of war, and be- 
4 ZL 
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Sicella taken = Bur in che mean time, while David was 

by the Ama- f5lJowing che camp of the Philiitincs, the 

Mey a Amalckites fell upon Sicella, took it, and. oe 

oe ie in afhes;, making the like havock in the 

: country thereabouts: they pillag’d all, in fine, 

wherever they came, and at lait went home 

again with what booty they could carry along 

with them. David, at his return, finding the 

place of his habitation deftroy’d and defolate, 

his own wives, and the wives and children ot 

his fellow-foldiers hurricd away prifoners, 

with all that belong’d to them, he broke out 

into fo paffionate an extravagance of lamcnta- 

tion and outrage, that he rent his cloaths, and 

wept himfelt a-dry, even for want of matter 

David's fol- to fupply more tears. His followers were 

lowers charge ready to ftone him tad, tor the lofs of their 

the lot of Wives and children; for he was the caufe of 
oe all, they faid; and the whole mifcarriage was 
upon his ac- laid at his door. ; a, ce: 
Wuew David had mourn’d himfelf a-weary, 
he came at latt to think of applying to Hea- 
ven tor comfort; and fo detired Abiathar the 
high-pricit to put on his pontifical robes, and 
contule God in form, and then report the ora~ 
cle. The queftion was, whether or not, In 
2 cafe of overtaking the Amalckites upon the 
wo purfuir, the Hebrews might be allowed to re~ 
: ceive their wives and children again, that had 
been taken from them berore, and revenge 
themfelyes upon the enemy. The high-pricit 
we aien. Dad David follow them, and profper. Upon 
ciet bits © Which encouragement he took his fix hundred 
him follow men, and incontinently purfued them to the 
them, ,, brook Befor, where they tound an Egyptian 
“2? thar had loft his way, and was ready to perith 
“with hunger, having been three days in the 
defart without eating. They took piry upon 
him, and aiter giving him a little retrethment, 
they ask’d him who he was? and to whom 
he belong’d? He told them he was an Egyp- 
tian born, and a fervant to a perfon who was 
at the facking and burning of Sicella, and the 
country thereabouts; who left him upon the 
way, in his pailage home again, becaufe he 
was fo faint, that he could not keep up with 
the troops. David made ufe of this Egyptian 
for his guide, upon the trace of the Amale- 
kites, whem he overtook at laft, and found 
them tumbling upon the ground; fome feaft- 
ing, others carouling ; and fome again with 
much pride and vaniry, in the contemplation 
or their late booty. But, in thort, while they 
lav dozing, and drown’d in ileep and drink, 
and their thoughts wholly fet upon their cafe 
and pleafure, heedlefs, defencelefs, and un- 
_ armed, David fell upon them in this diforder 
= 19 and coniufion, mingling their blood with their 
wine, and with great eafe doing dreadful exe- 

cution upon them; fo that upon the main,; 
‘+, What with thofe who had no arms at all, and 
thole who had arms, but were too drunk to 
ule them, there efcaped of the whole number 
not above four hundred perfons, who were 
carried off by the fwittnefs of their camels. 
The purfuit lafted from noon till night; and 
in the clofe of the aétion they recover’d their 

waves, children, and booty. 

; Davip had but four hundred men with him 
in this adventure ; the other two hundred (part 
of the fix) were lett behind for a guard to 
the baggage. Upon his return from the chace, 
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the aétion would not allow thé other two hun- 
dred that were upon eafier fervice, to have 
any part in the booty, more than that of their 
wives and children. David look’d upon it as 
an unreafonable propofition. “ For, days he, 
“ the victory was given by God, and being a 
bleffing upon the common caufe, itis but 
reafon that the whole body ihould purtake 
of the benefit, efpecially where the one part 
Was upon duty, as Well as the other; and 
at the fame time preferv’d the baggage.” 
This decifion pafs’d into a law, which is itill 
in torce to this very day 5 that is to fay, .the 
fpoil to be equally divided betwixt them that 
guard the baggage, and thofe that fight the 
battle. David, atter his recurn to Sicella, fent 
up and.down to his friends and acquaintance 
in the tribe of Judah, prefents out of the fpoil. 
We thall pafs now trom the deitraction of Si- 
cella, and the total overthrow of the Amalc- 
kites, toa bloody victory obtained by the 
Philiftines over the Hebrews. 

Tue armies join’d, and the encounter was A bloody 
very fharp. Saul, and his fons, did all that battle, 1 Sam, 
was poffible for brave men to dos but finding **“+ * 
themfclves opprefs’d with numbers, (for the 
whole itrefs tell upon them,) they had no 
more to do, they faw, than to die honourably, 
and to fell their lives at fuch a rate, that the 
enemy fhould have litrle reafon to boaft of the 
purchafe. They were furrounded, in finc, 
with frefi numbers; and itill as they cut off 
one party, they were aflailed by another; fo 
that in the end they themfelves were forced to 
fubmit to the neceffity of an infuperable fate. 
Upon the fall of Saul’s fons, to wit, Jonathan, Sau!'s fons, 
Aminadab *, and Melchi, that were flain_ in Junathan, 
the heat of the battle, the whole army fell ae 
into a confufion, and fled in a direét rout, the are all fain, 
Philiftincs preiling upon the rear with a pro-Ver.2. 
digious flaughter. Saul fhifted for himfelf* Scrip Abi 
a-while, with a {mall body of his own, till ane 
in the end they were broken all to pieces by 
the Philiftines darts and arrows, and he found 
himfelf fo weakened with wounds and lofs of 
blood, that after all his heroical exploits, he 
was not able cither to ftand upon his legs, or 
to do execution upon himfelf. In this cxtre- 
mity, he called to his armour-bearer to do 
him the good office, that he might not fall 
alive into the hands of his enemics. But the 
fervant cxcufed himfelf out of the veneration 
he had for majefty, and upon that refufal Saul Sanl_cafts 
caft himfelf upon the point of his own {word ; himfelf oe 
but not being able to finifh what he had be- Hee 
gun, he took notice of a young mmn an Ama-vVer.g. ’ 
Ickite there at hand, and defired him to take 
the fword, and fome way or other give him 
a difpatch. He did it at firft asking, and in An Amale- 
the fame inftant made prize of Saul’s golden kite difpatch- 
bracelets, and of his royal crown, and moved Dae ang 
off with them immediately as faft as he could. jas ownand 
When the armour-bearer faw that Saul was bracelets, 
dead, he laid violent hands upon himfelf too 3.2 Sam. i. 1 
and there was not one man of the king’s 
guard who out-liv’d his matter. This battle 
was fought near the mountain of Gilboah. 

No fooner had the Hebrews of the valley 
beyond Jordan, and the cities on the plains, 
gotten intelligence of the death of Saul and 
his fons, and of the entire deftruétion and 
diffoiution of his army, but they withdrew 
themfelves out of their open towns into faft- 

netles 


Chap. XV. 


nefics and ftrong holds; while the Philiftines 

took poffeffion, and without any difficulty 

made themfelves mafters of the places the 

other had quitted. On the next day after the 

battle, the Philiftines coming into the field to 

view the dead, found the bodies of Saul, and 

rhe Phiif his fons, among the rett. They ftripp’d them, 
tines cutoff cut off their heads, and fent exprefles every 
the heads of way up and, down with the news of this de- 
saul ee feat.’ Their arms they depofited in-the tem- 
(orecheir bo- ple of Aftarte *, and their bodies they expofed 
Fesupon upon gibbets, under the walls of the city of 
wibbets,15am. Berhfhan, known at this day by the name of 
xxxi. 9- Scythopolis. This barbarous outrage upon the 
bodies of Saul and his fons, coming to the ears 

The men of of the men of Jabefh-Gilead, they took up 
Jabefh very {uch an indignation at the inhumanity of _re- 
bravely take fuling them the laft rites of burial, that fome 
Sari ‘and Of the moft daring and enterprizing among 
iwethem a them, (that place producing men of the great- 

ublick and eff courage and refolution,) made up a party, 

an honour- 
able inter- 
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and travelling all night, took down the bodies 
of Saul and his fons from the walls of Beth- 
fhan, and carried them away to Jabcfh; nota 
creature daring to open his mouth againft them. 
‘Their deaths were lamented by the whole peo- 
ple of the place, who gave their bodies 2 


publick and an honourable interment in the ° 


chief part of their province. They {pent fe- 
ven days in fo ftriét.a folemnity of fafting and 
mourning, that men, women, and, children, 
wére’all bound indifpenfibly to obferve it. 

Tuis ‘was the end of Saul, according to 
the prediétion of Samuel, for his not profe- 
cuting the war againft the Amalekires, accord- 
ing to his order, and for the maflacre of Ahi- 
melech, and his family, with the devaftation 
even of the facerdotal city itfelfi He ruled 
in the days of Samuel + eighteen years, and 
twenty; two more after his deceafe, coming to 
this unhappy end in the fame manner as it is 
here fet forth. 
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CHAP. 


David's lamentation for the death of Saul and Fonathan, 


their king. bner fets up Ifhbo 


Hazacl purfued Abner, and Abner kills bin, 


I. 
The tribe of Fudab fets up David for 


keth, Abner marches againft David, and is defeated by Foab. 


Abner taking a difguft at Hbbofheth, goes over to 


David, and is afterwards bafely murder’d by Joab. David paffionately laments him. 


HE battle laft above- 
mention’d, was fought 
upon the very day of 
David’s coming back to 
Sicella, from the over- 


and on the third day af- 
ter that, came the per- 
fon who had killed Saul, 
and made his efcape out of the battle. Head- 
vanced toward David with afhes upon his head, 
and his clothes all rent, and fo threw himfelf 
down proftrate at his feet. David asked him 
who he was, and from whence he came in fuch 
adrefs? he told him he was an Amalekite, and 
came from the unfortunate battle of the He- 
brews, where the king himfelf, and his fons, 
were mifling after the battle, befide many 
thoufands ot the army. ‘¢ I fhall fpeak no more, 
“ fays he, than what I faw with my own eyes. 
“* It was my fortune to be nearthe king, when 
“Che was in his extremity. He caft himfelf 
*¢ upon the point of his own fword; but fo 

faint with his wounds, that he could not 
execute what he had begun: fo that upon 
his earneitdefire, I was fore’d to do the of 
hice tor him, to keep him from falling alive 





throw of the Amalckites : 


“¢ into the hands of his enemies.” He fhew’d 
David at the fame time the bracelet, and the 
crown that he took from the dead body, to 
confirm the truth of his ftory, which he referv~ 
ed fora prefentto David. ‘There was no place 
left for doubting after this evidence; fo that 
David rent his clothes upon it, and {pent the 
whole day with his friends, in tears and lamen-~ 
tations. But the moft fenfible part of his af= 
Ai€tion was the lofs of Jonathan, his ever dear, 
and faithful friend, and more than once the ye- Aiction isthe 
a . . 1ction ist 
ry preferver of his life. Now fo tranfcendant death of Jo- 
was the virtue of David, and the generofity of nathan, V1) 
his good-nature toward Saul, that notwith- &c. 
ftanding fo many repeated pra¢tices upon his 
life, he did not only deplore his misfortune, 
but ordeér’d the criminal to be deliver’d up 
to juftice; not only upon his own confeffion, He orderstt# 
but upon the more certain evidence of his guilt, eae 
in the crown and the bracelet, that he took ?? Ses 
from Saul after he was dead, to carry them geath, Ver 
to David : and proving himfelf over and above, 15, 16 
to be the true brood of an Amalckite, by own- 
ing the very principle of a regicide. To fay He writes 
nothing of feveral elegies and epitaphs of Da- legies wrote 
vid’s compofition to the honour of Saul and Pee ine 
Jonathan, which are ftill extant this very day. saul and Jo 
WHueEwn nathan 


David's mot 
fenfible af 


Chap.I. 


Wuen David had paid his lait dutics to che 
honour and memory of Saul and ‘his fons, and 
that the term of the mourning was expir’d, 


he confulced’ God by the prophct, which of 


the citicssof Judah fhould be allotted him for 


py his habication ; and it was anfwer’d Hebron: 
Hebron, YY ? 


God's ap- Wherefore he left Sicclla immediately, and re- 

ointment, paired thither, with his two wives, and the 
fulsto Du- guards of his perfon that he had about him, 
“ ed whither the whole body of the tribe came foon 


Hon. oam.i. alter, and in a full convention with one voice 
1, 2 proclaimed him king. David had heard ‘by 
The pole this rime of the generous and refpeétful be- 
with one | haviour of the men of Jabefh toward Saul and 


tee DOR 

Matar Bavid, his fons, and how bravely they refcued their 

king, ¥- 4 bodies from the gibbet, in the face of the ene- 
_my, and gave them a pompous, and an honou- 
rable burial: fo that he fent them particular 
acknowledgments, in his own name, for what 
they had done in favour of thofe princes, as 
an obligation that fhould for ever be remem- 
ber’d to their advantage: the fame meffenger 
giving them alfo to underftand, that the tribe 
of Judah had created and declared David their 
king. 

In this juncture, Abner the fon of Ner, 
and Saul’s general, aman of great courage 
and refolution, and naturally cut out and qua- 

After the lify’d for glorious undertakings. This great 
deuh of  utan, I fay, had no fooner heard of the death 
seul Abner of Saul, Jonathan, and two other of his fons 
fnds out 8- in the late battle, but away he pofted to the 
Tear camp to look after Ifhbofheth ; at_that time, 
the family, the only farvivor of Saul’s male iffue. So he 
g3am.ii9 found him at laft, and to fecure him from danger, 


crofs’d the river Jordan with him, and got 

_ him to be accepted and declared king of all If- 

And ee racl, the tribe of Judah excepted; appoint- 
i ifiacl” ing Mcanahaim * for his refidence, which fig- 
Judah ex- nifics as much as the camp. Abner was fo in- 
cepted, V.t0. cenfed againft the tribe of Judah for the choice 
Abner makes of their king, that he refolved to make war 
war upon {h? oon them for it, and fo detach’d a body of 


hae J the ftoureft men he could pick out, for the en- 
caring Da- counter.’ Joab, the fon of Suai, and Zeruiah, 
vid ae David’s fitter, had the command of David’s 
ee army; taking his two brothers, Abifhai and 
commands Hazacl, along with him. When they were ad- 
David's ar- vanced to acertain fountain of Gibeon, the 
ees two armics, being now in fight of one ano- 


Bae hi, ther, drew up, but as they ftood in order there, 
two brothers 20d rcady to engage, Abner propounded a tri- 
along with al beforehand between an equal number of 


a Lae each fide, to fee which were the braver men of 
we two are 
nies draw ap THE two. So by confent they fent out twelve 


and fice one and twelve to dilpute the point, betwixt, and 


other, in fight of the two armics. They began the 
Ver 13. combat with their darts, and then fell in with 
none P'O- their fwords $ ev ran taking his adverfar 

pounds’ cir {words ; every man ng y 


by the hair, and digging and itabbing cne an- 
other till they all falfdead upon the place. Up- 


combat, of 12 
to 12, and 
they all die 


Vv he inte , Mitis eS 4 
pice, Vey, While tought furioufly on both fides: but in 


16. Thears the end, Abner was totally routed, and put 
mies join; to flight; Joab, and his two brothers cloiely 
ine q out purfuing them, encourag’d their men, both to 
Joab and’ his THE Chace, and the execution. Butno man ftuck 
two brothers 10 Clete to himvas Hazacl, who was fo {wiitot 
ae ne foot, that he had the better of moft horfes 5 
urn and having fingled him out, prefs’d clofe after 

“him, without turning cither to the right hand 
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fo hard upon him, he offer’d hima fuit of arms 

to let him go, and tfecing he could not there- 

by prevail upon him to defift from the purfuic, 

he tairly advis’d him not to put him to the ne~ 

cefficy of doing him a mifchicf, for the faving 

of his own life; after which he could never 

think of looking his brother in the face again. 

Abner perceiving by this time, that Hazael 

was not to be wrought upon, he turned his 

launce in his flight, and ftruck his purfuer dead 

upon the place. This accident put fome kind* 

of ftop to the purfuic; for the people gave o- 

ver the chace to ftand gazing at the fpeétacle. 

But Joab and his brother Abifhai were now 

paft the dead body, and fo exafperated againft 

Abner for the death of their brother, that with 

an incredible fpeed and vigour, they prefled 

the purfuit till cowards fun-fet, to Mathon; 

that is to fay, the Aqucduét. In this place, : 

Abner, with the tribe of Benjamin, took the oe 

advantage of a rifing ground io obferve the ¢~ the cafe with 

nemy, and from thence to reafon the cafe with him, V.26. 

Joab after this manner. ‘“¢ That this outra- 

*¢ gious animofity was already gone too far a- 

“© mong people of the fame blood and profef- 

fion. As for your brother Hazael, fays he, 

I bege’d of him to be quict, and let me a~ 

lone without purfuing any farther; but he 

brought it to this in the conclufion, that I 

muft cither take away his life, or lofe _m 

own; fo that he may even thank himfelf for 

“¢ this mifcarriage.” Joab could nor oppofe Joab gives 

the reafonablenefs of Abner’s plea, and fo overthe pur- 

caufed a retreat to be founded; cncamping &* pat evs 
: ner marches 

upon the fame place that night: but Abner ayay ro Ifh- 

continued his march over the river Jordan, and bofheth, V. 

fo tothe palace of Ifhbofheth, the fon of Saul. 28, 29. 

Joab, the day following, took a view of the yee et 

dead; (which he caufed to be buried) com- dred and fixe 

puting that Abner loft three hundred and fixty ty men, and 

men, and David nineteen; without reckoning David nine- 

Hazael, whofe body was carried by Joab and tee ¥-3°3% 

Abifhai, to Bethlehem, and there laid in the?” - 

fepulchre of their fathers; from whence they 

returned to king David. at Hebron. 

Tuis controverfy betwixt the houfe of Da- This dif-_ 
vid, and the houfe of Saul, was the rife of a pute bermist 
long civil war among the Hebrews; but ‘till eho ot 
as David and his party got the better of it in yid, prov’d 
all encounters, fo the fons of Saul, on the o~ the oécafion 
ther fide, were ftill worfted in whatever they of chines 
undertook. David, in the mean time, had og. Gi? ¥. 
fix fons} by as many ‘wives, "There was Am- David had 
mon, the fon of Ahinoam; Daniel, the fon of fix fons in 
Abigail; Abfalom, the fon of Maacah, the Hebron by. 
daughter of Tolmai, king of Gefhur ; Adoni- ne cen 
jah, the fon of Haggith; Sphacia, the fon of ” a 
Abithal, and Jethrakam the fon of. Egla. 

In the profecution of this civil war, it was 
the prudence, the intereft, and the popularity 
of Abner, more than any thing elfe, that fup- 
ported the pretenfions of Saul’s family, and 


Abmer calfs 


| kept the people in their obedience to [fhbo- 


fheth. Bur this’ prince being informed that thbofheth 
Abner liv’d in a fcandalous familiarity with reproves Ab- 
Rizpah, the daughter of Sibeth, one of his ner for his 
late father’s concubines, he laid it direétly to fmilerity 
his charge, and reprimanded him fo feverely Bee 
about it, that it put him intoa fevere fit of ther's concu- 
melancholy and indignation, to find all his bines, V. 7. 


anacl deat 1 ) faithful fervices to Saul, and his family, fo 
dite, “BEES the left. When Abner found he prefs’d | ill requited. Upon this provocation, Abner 
Ghace, Vv. 23, és 


“ Ma-oaes, Jot 





+See 2 Sam, ii. 3, 4. and compare the original and the old Latin tranflation. 
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meditated a revenge, no lefs than the taking o 
head, and iet- 


the crown off trom Ithbofheth’s 
ting it upon David’s; and giving the world S 
underitand, that Ihbofheth was not adv ace 
co the government forany virtuc, oF ability 0! 
his own, but whoily by the advice, | ea 
tereft, recommendation, and the try d Adelity 
t himfelf alene. 
- Wize this humour was at work, he fent 
a commiffioner to Hebron, with tull power to 
itrike up a league with David in his oe 
upon this fingle condition, that from anc < 
rer the time of Abner’s drawing offall the tribes 
trom Ithbofheth to David, and advancing | him 
to the throne by the univerfal confent of 
people, Abner thould be received from ie - 
day forward as David’s firtt minifter an i. 
yourite. Nothing could have been more wei- 
come to David than this propofal ot Abner’s, 
and it was entertained accordingly. ‘The firft 
thing he detired, as the carneft of a future al- 
liance, was the reftoring Melchole *, whom he 
had purchafid with very great labour and ha- 
zard, belide the heads of fix hundred Philit- 
tines, paid down upon a bargain for her with 
Sash. So Abner took Melchole out of the 
arms of Phalti, upon whom fhe was beltow d, 
with the privity and aififtance of Ifhbofheth, 


_who had been already poffefs’d with the me- 


rits of the caufe, and the reafonablenefs of the 
demand; David having written to him upon 


“that fubject. While things were at this pafs, 


Abner call’d the elders and the commandcrs ; 
or in thort, the principals of the people, both 
military and civil, together: to whom he de- 
liver’d himfelf upon the prefent occafion to 
thisJpurpofe. 

“ Tuere was atime, fays he, when you 
would have gone over from Ifhbofheth to 
David, and I was againft ic; but you are 
now at liberty todo what you pleafe : for 
the prophet Samuel hath moft infallibly af- 
fur’d us from the voice of God himfelf, that 
David is the man whom divine providence 
hath deligned for the king and governour of 
the whole nation of the Hebrews: and that 
itis he, and only he, that is to avenge us 
upon the Philiftines, and to bring therm un- 
der our yoke.” ‘Thefe words were fo clear 
a difcovery how Abner ftood inclin’d, thatthe 
heads of the people, and of the army, fell in 
unanimoufly with his opinion; and from that 
time forward, declar’d and a¢ted openly in fa~ 
your of David. When they had proceeded 
thus far, Abner, in the firft place, call’d for 
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j3, the Benjamites, of whom alone confifted the 








takes twenty 
men along 
with hina, ib. 


g. lire-guard of [fhbofheth, {peaking to them in 


the jame manner with the former, and with 
the fame effeét too; for they all declar’d them- 
felvesas one man for David. 

Wen Abner had made this advance toward 
the performance of his conditions, he took a- 
bout rwenty men of hisown choice away with 


4him to David; in order, partly, to the ratify- 


ing of the treaty; and in part, for common 
facisfaction, kecaufe men are better pleas’d to 
do their own bufinefs themfelves, than b 

proxics. And he hadinitalfo this farther end, 
that the proceedings on both fides might be 
the more impartially tranfmitted from the onc 





orn 
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eel 
to the other, and an exaét report made of 
what had pafs’d betwen himfelf and the heads 
of the tribes, and how he had now brought 
over the Benjamites to David’s party. _ Abner 
and his company were treated by David with Abner ang 
all imaginable freedom and magnificence, for his people 
the time they ftaid; but after fome tew days, he 4re fairly en 
detir’d tor the prefent to be difmifs’d, that he aiid 2 
might conduét the army and the people to ann 
him; and, upon delivering up the govern- 
ment into his hands, by the confent of the 
whole nation, make good what he had un- 
dertaken. 

Abner was prefently difpatch’d according 
to his defire, and hardly got out of the gates 
of Hebron, at one end of the towns but 
Joab, David’s general, who had been tome~ 
where abroad (it feems) came in at the other: 
where being given to underftand that Abner Abner's pj. 
had been in private with David, upon certain vacy wit 
propofals to ferrle him in the government, jan Bis 
the conditions offered and accepted, and a zal jealoutya 
league folemnly ratify’d betwixt them, and him, Vera 
himfelf jutt then fence back upon that errand, 23- 
an outragious jealoufy enter’d into Joab’s 
head, that this intrigue of Abner’s would 
be his ruin, and fupplant him not only in 
his mafter’s favour, but in the moft honoura- 
ble of his commiffions: efpecially confidering 
that Abner was a man of policy and addrefs, 
and one who knew well enough how to im- 
prove a critical junéture to his own advantage. 

THE venom of this envy began now to Joab alum. 
work in the heart of Joab, and his firft re~ miates Abner 
courfe was to back-biting and detraétion. Ver eh ” 
Hercupon he endeavour’d to perfwade the king °°" *?** 
by arttul infinuations, that he fhould do well 
to have a care how he trufted Abner; for his 
bufinefs was, above all things in the world, to 
eftablith the family of Saul in the government. 

His pretences were only {nares ; and upon the 

gaining of his point, and pumping out what 

he had a mind to know, he was now gone 

home again to reap the fruits of his falfe-deal- 

Ing. When Joab found that there was no good When bik- 
to be done upon David, by calumny and flan- biting would 
der, to the prejudice of Abner, he bethought 2° do, Je’ 
himfelf of a furer and fhorter way of doing ee 
his bufinefs, by taking away his life; and fo Joab cour 
difpatch’d meflengers after him in David’s terfeitsa mt 
name, to call him back again with all imagi- fage fromDs 
nable expedition, under a pretext of fomewhat ay + 
forgotten in his inftruétions that was very conm= 
fiderable. ‘They overtook him upon the way 

ata place call’d Befira}, about twenty + fur- 

longs from Hebron; and upon delivering their 

mefiage, Abner very innocently went back 

with them to the city, little dreaming of what 
afterwards befel him. Upon his coming up to 

the walls of the town, there ftood Joab in 

the gate, wich a wonderful appearance of kind- 

nefs and humanity, ready to receive him, (as 

the deepeft hypocrites, when they defign the 

greateft villainy, put on the mott fanctified, 
countenance, and fhew the faireft outfide;) fo 

taking him afide, as upon fomez private bufi- 

nefs, he took the opportunity of a fecret cor- 

ner out of fight, only his brother Abifhai in 
company with him ; and furprizing him at un- 

awares, plung’d his {word into his guts. Thus 
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Scrip. Sirah. 


Scrip. Michal, Saul's daughter. Jofephus has feveral times before called her Melcha. 
+ Viz. About two miles and three quarters of Englifh meafure. 
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joab perfidi- was this brave man taken off by the perfidious 

onflymur- malice ant treachery of Joab, in revenge ates 

ders Abner. he pretended) for the death of his brother Ha- 

2 Sam. iv. <9, « . 

Ver.26,27- zael, who was flain’ in the battle of Hebron, 
upon the violent purfuit of Abner; but in 
truth, to gratify his jealoufy and revenge, for 

_fear of being fupplantcd in his court prefer- 
ments. ‘This inftance is fufficient to convince 
us, that men abandon’d to the lufts of avarice 
and ambition, will ftick at nothing ; for they 
are never at cafe fo long as they fee any thing 
above them. So long as they are in the pur- 
fuit of what they. eagerly defire, they prefs 
their ends, without ever examining or confi- 
dering:the means. There is no fuch thing as 
{cruple of honour or confcience in the cafe; 
but right or wrong, how to accomplifh their 
ends; and they are ftill bolder yet in the de- 
fence and maintenance of a thing ill gotten, 
than they were in the acquiring of it; for 
they can better bear a mifcarriage in miffing 
what they would have been at, than the fhame 
of having any thing forc’d away from them 
that they have acquired. ‘They will, in fhort, 
ftruggle harder to kecp what they have, efpe- 
cially when they have tafted the fweet of it, 
than to get what they had not. - But here’s 

‘ _enough in a word upon this point. 

The death of "Ture news of Abner’s death pierced the ve- 

Abver sere. Fy heart and foul of David, infomuch that up- 

of David. on the very hearing of it, he ftretched forth his 

Ver. 28, &c. right hand toward Heaven, in an appeal and 
proteftation, upon the whole matter, that he 
was neither privy nor confenting to the faét ; 
curfing moft bitterly the afflaflin, whocver he 
was, his family, and all his accomplices : 
and all this, not only in a deteftation of fo 
bafe and unmanly a practice, but likewife to 
purge himfelf, upon the ftriétcft niceties of 

David does faith and honour, that he had been true to’ 

al pofible Abner. He appointed by proclamation a pub- 

ee to lick mourning for him, with all the folemni- 
tr abner, ties of tearing garments, and putting on of 
ibid, fackcloth, he himfelf with his great minifters 
and officers affifting at the funeral, and giving 
fuficient demonftrations, by wringing of 
hands, beating their breafts, and other expre{- 
fions of forrow, both of the veneration they 
had for Abner’s memory, and the fenfe they 
had of fo ineftimable a lofs, all people being 
now fully fatisfy’d in the conclufion, that Da- 
vid was tar from approving or confenting to 
fo exccrable an aét. He caufed the body 
to be interr’d at Hebron, with great ftate and 
magnificence, compofing an epitaph himfelf, 
to the honour of the deceas’d. He was the 
chief mourner, and a prefident to all the reft, 
who aéted in conformity to hisexample. ‘The 
death of Abner, in a few words, afflicted him 
to fuch degree, that his friends could not pre- 
vail upon him to touch either meat or drink 
that whole day. The feverity of this religi- 
ous ftri¢tnefs gained exceedingly upon the af- 
feétions of the people, and particularly upon 
the friends of Abner; to whom nothing could 
be more acceptable than this laft teftimony of 
David’s veneration.and efteem for his perfon 
and memory, now he was gone; for he did 
not treat him, ‘they faw, with a flight and 
iphominious way of burial, as an enemy, but- 
with all the tenderneffes of ‘generofity, ju- 
ftice, and friendfhip. Befide that it highly 
clevated the character of David’s piety and 
§ood-nature, in giving men to underftand 


What they might expect from him themfelves, 

if ever Abner’s cafe idhould come -to be theirs. 

So that David, in this way of proceeding, 

confulted his intcreft as well as his reputation 

and virtue ; for after this proof, he was nevcr 

fufpected for want of good-will to Abner. . 
Wuen the company were upon the point David's high 

of breaking up, David entertain’d them with vend Bae 

a fhort difcourfe to the advantage of Abner, c 

‘and firft upon the account of his own particu- 

lar unhappinefs, in being depriv’d of a friend 

he had fo great a value for: and then with 

a refpeét to the publick, how much the whole 

nation fuffer’d in the lofs of fo brave and fo 

wife aman; and, in fhort,. a perfon fo ne- 

ceflary both for war and counfel. But God, David's pro- 


(fays he) who governs all things, will not let ee pres 
this murder pafs unrevenged: he is my wit- jeagemiert és 
nefs, that I am not in condition to call Joab attend Joab 
and Abifhaito an account ; for they have a and Abishai. 
greater intereft in the army perhaps than I ibid. 
myfelf: but this I dare ‘pronounce, that 

fooner or later, divine juftice will find them 

out. ‘Thus it was that Abner ended his days. 






























































CHAP. II. 


Baauah and Rechab prefent David with the ‘ 
head of Ybbofoeth, who orders them to be put 
to death by exquifite torments. All the tribes 
own David for their king. He raifes an army, 
and takes Ferufalem. Foabthe firft that fcales 
the wall. 


‘EEE death of Abner was a inoft terrible Thbofheth 
mortification to Ifhbofheth the fon of beth 4 very, 
Saul; for in him he loft a dear friend anda heh 
near kinfman, who was the chief inftrument in 2 Sam. iv. 1. 
advancing him to his father’s throne: neither 
did he himfelf long furvive him neither; for 
he was treacheroufly murder’d foon afterward Ithbofheth 
by Baanah and Rechab, the fons of Rimmon. bafely mur- 
Thefe two brothers were Benjamites, and of 4 ak a 
the firft rank among them. They were think- oe S. 
. . . a 7 
ing with themfelves, that if Ifhbofheth were 
but taken out of the way, David would be 
clear ofall competitors. Upon which confidera~ 
tion, they concerted the matter betwixt them, 
how they might do him that piece of fervice 5 
making no manner of doubt, but honours and 
commands in abundance would be conferr’d up- 
on them as rewards for the performance of {fo 
good anoffice. Sothat at a time when he was The manner 
alone in his bed-chamber, and taking his af ee 
ternoon’s repofe, no guards at hand, and the aon . 
very fervant that commonly kept the door, Ver. 6,7. 
wearicd and faft afleep, they took their op- 
portunity to fteal into the chamber, kill’d him 
in his fleep where they found him, cut off his 
head, and pofted away with it all nighttoward 
Hebron, the fooner to get clear of the people 
they had injur’d, and to bring the prefent fo 
much the frefher to him whom they pretended 
tooblige. When they cameto their journey’s They cairy 
end, they prefented it to David, not a little Ihbofheth's 
valuing themfelves upon the merit of having de- head to Da- 
ftroy’d his competit6r for the empire: but their VAfor 4. 
Es a prefent, V. 8.. 
entertainment was not anfwerable to their ex- 
pectation, as will appear by what’ David faid 
to them upon this occafion. wae David's ge- 
“© ‘Wickep wretches that you are! fays he, P¢rous indie 
“© prepare yourfelyes immediately to receive the hays snd bere 


 juft reward of your horrid villainy. Do not barous an ac- 
: ** you tion, V.9, &e. 


FLAVIUS JOS 


youknow that! requited the murderer of ae: 
according to his demerit; who, when he 
had taken away thac facred liic, had the 
confidence to bring me his golden crown 
for an oftentation of the fervice he had done 
meinit? Nay, and it was at the inftance 
too of Saul himfelf, that he did it, to pre- 
vent the indignity of being taken alive by 
his enemies. Am not I the fame man, do 
you think, at this day, that I was then: 
or am I turn’d fo abandon’d a wretch 1ince, 
as to countenance the moft profligate of men 
and of actions, and to reckon myfelf under 
an obligation to you for dipping your hands 
(upon my account, as you would EN it 
thought,) in the blood of your Lord? The’ 
cutting of his throat in his bed er and 
the throat, over and above, of a perfon fo 
jutt, that he never did any wrong; and fo 
gencrous a patron and benefactor to your 
ungrateful felyes, that all the advantages: 
you can pretend to in this world, are but 
what you ftand indebted for to his bounty 
and goodnefs; wherefore you fhall now pay 
for vour breach of faith to your matter, and 
for the feandal you have cait upon me, both 
at once; for what grearer wound could any 
man give me in my reputation, than to ex- 
pofe me for a perfon that could take plea~ 
fure in che tidings, or give countcnance to 
the committing of fo barbarous and inhu- 
manamurder?? Upon thefe lait words, he 
gave order to have the two regicides put to 
exquifite torments, and the head of Ifhbofheth 
to be laid in the monument of Abner, with 
all the formalitics ot tuneral rites and ho- 
nour. 

So foon as this exccution and ceremony was 
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death, andall 
honour done 
to Wihbo- 
fheth’s bedy, 


a Sam.iv. 9. 





All the el- ie 
Gers and OWT, all the elders and great officers of war 
great officers and peace came thronging to David with a 





make their 
ceurt to Da- 
vid, 2 Sam. v. 


z 


fy 2, a 


compliment of recognition, and with a tender 
of their lives and tortuncs at his fervice; not 
forgetting to mind him of the zeal and devo- 
tion they ever had tor him, even in the life of 
Saul, and when they had the honour to ferve 
under his command; enlarging upon it, how 
the prophet Samuel, according to God’s order 
and appointment, had declared him king, and 
the government to defcend to his fons after 
him; -foretelling that the great work of fub- 
duing the Philiftines, was referved for him 
alone, and confequently the fertling of Ifrael 
in the polleffion of a lafting peace and fafery. 
David highly commended them for their good 
will and difpofition; encouraging them to go 
on as they had begun, with an affurance, that 
1¢, fer his part, would never give them caufe 
to repent it. David accompanied this decla- 
ration with a fplendid treat; and when he had 
’ entertained them with all greatnefs, humanity, 
and trecdom, he fent them away with a fum- 
mons to the whole body of the people to 
tmcert at his palace. 
THeRe gather’d together upon this call, of 
:the tribe of Judah, fix thoufand and eight 
hundred men armed with fhield and launces. 


* The Scrip. 1 Chron. xii. 29. fays but three thoufand. 
71 Chron. xu. 32. From whence thisis taken, 
“© heads of them were two hu : 


them to bea centurion or Caprain Of an hundred, 





= We have itr Chron xii. 34. “ And of 
“ ty and feven thoufend.” 
V3] 1 Chron. xii. 55. ‘tis faid, 


ne 


“ Andallc 


a ee 


Goes not make expres mention of twenty thoufand, 
ndred, and all their brethren were at their commandment”: 


: 1 (as ‘tis plain Jofephus here fuppofes) mak. 
ment; two huudred times one hundred, being juft Fence EES * 


: Napthal a thoufand captains, and with th ith fhield and {pear, thir- 
But by what Jofe has here fays, 4 : foe pi eecnee Abe 


e Danites expertin war, twenty and eight thoufand and fix hundred. 


EPHUS of Book VIL 


Thefe had been hitherto of the party of Saul, 
over and above thofe of the fame tribe who 
had made David king by themfelves. Of the 
tribe of Simeon, feven thoufand, an hundred, 
and upwards. . Of the tribe of Levi, four 
thoufand and feven hundred, with their leader 
Jchoida; and with thefe was the high-priett 
Zadock, with two and twenty eminent men of 
his relations. Of the'tribe of Benjamin, four 
thoufand * armed men; for this rribe was al~ 
together of opinion, that fome of Saul’s tami- 
ly would fucceed to the government. . Of the 
tribe of Ephraim, twenty thoutand and cight 
hundred; ftrong hale men, and of great cou- 
rage. Of the half tribe of Manaties, cighe 
teen thoufand. Of the tribe of Ifachar, two 
hundred cunning men, whocould foretel things 
to come, befide twenty > thoufand in arms. 
Of the tribe of Zebulun, fifty thoufand choice 
men, and well armed ; this tribe coming over 
to David entire. All thefe us’d the fame ar- 
mour as the tribe of Gad. Of the tribe of 
Naphthali, a thoufand eminent commanders, 
armed with fhield and fpear, with almoft an + 
innumerable multirude of their followers. 
Of the tribe of Dan, twenty feven thoufand}4- 
choice men. Of the tribe of Afher, forty 
thoufand ; and of the two tribes beyond Jor- 
dan, and the other half of the tribe of Ma- 
nalics, that were armed with fhield, fpear, 
fword, and helmet, an hundred and twenty 
thoufand. ‘The remainder of the tribes wore ° 
{words alfo. 

Tus is the mufter-roll of thofe who came David unani- 
upto David to Hebron. ‘They brought corn, moufly de- 
Wine, and other neceflary provilions with them cone King, 
in abundance, and with one voice proclaimed Poi 
David to be their king. Whenthey had {pent 5 
three days there, in teafting and jollity, David 
marched out at the head of this army to Jeru- 
falem. ‘The Jecbufites, a people of the race of 
the Chanaanites, were atthat time in poffeffion 
of the city; and upon David’s advance toward David ad- 
them, they fhut their gates upon him, and in vances to Je 
a pleafant way of defying David and histroops, yo. 4” 
brought out their lame, and their blind to the ~~ 
walls for the guard of thetown. ‘They fhould 
need no other guard, they faid, for the encoun- 
ter of fuch an enemy ; fo great was their con- 
fidence in the ftrength of the place. David 
Was fo incenfed at this contemptuous mockery, 
that he refolyed immediately to attack the 
city ; reafonably computing, that if he made 
anexample of the people of this place, it 
would {trike a terror into all others for the 
future. So David fell on with the flower of 
his army; and, upona general affaulr, enter’d 
the lower town; but the caftle till held out. The lower 

David finding it to be a ftrong place, the at- town felt © 
tempt likely to be hazardous, and his honour Pen the 
at {take upon the carrying of it, he bethought caftle, Vet: * 
himfelf how he might inHame the courage of 

his men by fome extraordinary propofal of 

honour and reward ; and by that incentive to 

kindle an emulation amcng his people who 
thould do beft: David pafs’d his royal word, 





but fays, * The 
3 Which allowing each of 
exactly up the comple- 


one would have thought them a much greater number. 


that 


Chap. HL. 


thac he who firft mounted the wall, and made, 
good ‘his ftation, fhotld have the command 
of the army. : Hercupon the Hebrews joined 
ina fierce attack,.and a generous contention 
who fhould meric that honours. It fell to 











oab firft en- : ae eres 
ake ~ Joab’s lot to win the prize ; fo that from the 
brewch- top of the battlement he called out'to David | 
Oa to make good his promife. ; 
CHAP. HUE 
Fevufaleut call'd the city of David, who takes the 
tow#, fortifies, adorns it, and keeps his court 
there. The king of Tyre feeks his friendfbip 
ond alliance. David's wives aud children. 
HEN they had clear’d the caftle of 
the Jebufites, and repair’d the town, 
eraufilem the king gave to Jerufalem the name of the 
called che — city of David, and made it his place of refi- 


city of David, gence during his reign. This was after he 
25am-¥-7* bad ruled feven years and fix months over the 
tribe of Judah in Hebron. . Upon the eftablifh- 
ment of. his court.at Jerufalem, fuccefs at~ 
tended his affairs every Jay more .and -more; 
for God in his providence defigning it:for a 
feat of glory, had a peculiar kindnefs for the 


. place. - SO pthc aah ae 
Hiram pro- —, Anour this time, Hiram, the kihg of ‘Tyre, 
pounds a” dent an.embafly to David; upon a treaty of 
Lain, Ver.ix. friendihip and alliance, and prefents likewife 


along with it of. cedar wood; builders: and 
mafter-workmen toward the erc¢ting of a pa- 
David forti- lace for him at Jerufalem. David: fortified 
fies the place, rhe upper town, and laid that and the citadel 
eee us both-in one, with a.wall abour them, and 
f t5) fou gave the command of it to Joab. David was 
iChron.xi.8. the firft who chang’d the name of it, and it 
was after the cafting-out of the Jebufites; for 
in the days of our father Abraham it was cal- 
led Solyma; and fome will have it that Ho- 
mer pointed at this. city, when he {peaks of 
the people of Solyma; for the word Hieron*, 
.or Temple, fignifies in the Hebrew, fecurity 
or.a-fortrefs. Now the whole time'of the 
war with the Philiftines, from the Hebrews di- 
viding’ their lands, under the command of 
~Jofliua, to the day here: fpoken..ofj:was rec- 
-kon’d to be five hundred and fifteen’ years ; 
but the Barbarians kept the poffeffion of Jeru- 
falem all along, till they were beaten out by 
David. FES Ue 4 2 
Now there was .among the Jebnfites a very 
rich man, one Orphan; who had done mary 


Jerufalem of 
old called So- 
lyma. ; 


Orphan a Je- 
Whee and a 


tae gooil offices for the Hebrews, .and deferved 
fwourite of tingularly well from.David himfelf,-as will 
David's, be feen- hereafter in its proper‘place. . ‘This 

man, upon the facking.of the town, was pre- 

ferved. by the king in all the heat and fury of 

the foldiers, and his name muit not be’ pafs’d 

es over'in filence. 

one S - Daviv took feveral wives (befide concu- 
Jeruhlem, ines) more than he had before ; by whom he 
28m.y.1z, had eleven children, as Amnon, Ellus, Ebas, 
5, 16. Nathan, Solomon, Jebar, Eliel, Phalna, En- 


naphen, Jenas, Eliphal; and a daughter named 
Thamar, who was the fifter of Abfalom. 
Nine of the fons were lawfully begotten 5° bur 
the two laft by concubines. 
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-CHAP. IV. 
David's fignal victories over the Philiftines aud 
their allies. .The ark brought to Ferufalen. 
Uzzab firuck dead for touching it. David 
 fings and dances before it ; aud his wife Adel- 
chole ridicules him for it. ae 
RAT HEN the Philiftines underftood thar The Philis: 
David was made king of all Ifracl, tive draw out 
they drew out their army, and encamp’d in a 9)" ua. 


5 

we ear yor 

place call’d the valley of the giants,.not far as 

from Jerufalem. Upon this occafion, David, 17. 

who would do nothing ‘withotit counfél and 

direction from above,. appointed the’ high- 

prieft to inform himfelf'in che way thar God 

had preferibed, what might. be the évent of 

this battle.’ He received .a coinfortable ancl 

an encouraging anfwer, and-fo drew our, and 

march’d immediately to fight the enemy. 

David fo ordered the matter, that upon the 

very inftant he fell by furprize upon the Phi- 

liftines, front and rear, and put themito a to- 

tal rout,-killing multitudes upon the place, 

and giving chace to the reft. 3 

| 'Trxs was a fignal victory, eafily obtain’d, 

and ‘without much oppofition; but ic mutt 

not be therefore infer’d,' that the arrhy of the 

Philiftines was inconfiderable, for either num- 

bers or foldiers; for Syria and Phoenicia, and 

feveral other warlike nations, were all crigaged 

in the confederacy: it had been otherwife im- 

poffible,; “after fo many defeats, and the lofs of 

fo many 'thoufahds, they fhould: ever have 

brought an army into the field again. “ As for 

example, upon this very overthrow, they fol- 

low’d it with an invafion of thrice the number 

they had before, and had the confidence to 

poft themfelves inthe very fame place again. 
Davin, upon this junéture, “confulted the David con- 

oracle as formerly, and received ‘order to lie lama ae 

ftill with his atmy in a certain wood, call’d receives his 


The Philif 

tines, a confe- 
deracy of 12>, 
veral nation 


eae f = reccivés his’ 
the grove of mourning, nor tar from the ene- order 
my ;‘and from thence not to move, or to make 
any attempt. upon any occafion whatfoever, till 
he'found the branches .of the trees in an. agi~ 
tation, as. of their own accord, and without 

one breath of air flirting to caufe that motion. : 
David kept punétually to his order; and fo David 
foon ‘as ‘ever the providential fign was given Charges Me 
him, he advane’d that very moment, as to a pene othe 
ceitain and « predetermin’d victory. 


3, V.23 


& ‘The rout; purfues 
Philiftines fhrunk upon the firft pufh; but when them, and 
they came to'clofe fight, ‘they ran outrighe, Pilages the 
with the Hebrews:at the heels of them, and 54, aA ; 
their: fwords in their reins; following the 
chace, and doing terrible execution till. they. 
came to ‘Gazar, a town. fituate upon’ the bor-. 
ders of either party." Their next work’ was 
to. pillage the camp,. where they.made them- 
felves mafters of a prodigious. booty, with. 
little trouble or hazard, feizing. their idols 
among other things, and breaking them to 
pieces. ° obit oe pnt eee 8 Gee eee 
' Tur danger of this’ war being fpeedily and z Sam. vi..t- 
happily over, the king was pleas’d, by the 
advice ‘and affent of his great council of el-. 
ders and officers, to dtaw together the whole 
force he was able to make, out of all the 
tribes under his jurifdiction ; together with the 


= z ; : 


_* The abfurdity of this is fally 
his epiftle ro Colvius, p. 395, 396. 
NP? 2. 


laid open by Mafius u 


pon Jofhua, cap.x. yet If Voffius defends Jofephus. See. 
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David prictts and Levites, O tc " 

vuirches © @reat body direétly to Kiriath-Jearim, and 
Birches Jer Brine the ark of God from thence to Jerufa- 
a, lem, being the place dctigned tor his holy 
catlem, worthip, and for the celebration of all facri- 
Ver. 2. fices, ceremonies, and religious rites for the 


time to come. If this care had been taken 1n 
the reign of Saul, it would have been much 
berter both for king and people. ; 
The manner THe tribes being met according to appoint- 
of tranfport- mene, and all things in readincts tor the re- 
ing the ark, Soval of the ark, David himfelt allo aflifting 
Ver. 3:453+ ob the folemnity, the priefts tock ic out of the 
houfe of Aminadab, and laying it upon a new 
“waggon with oxen fo draw it, lett the ark in 
charge with their children and relations, to 
take care of ic. The king himfelf went tore= 
moit; and after him follow’d a multitude of 
people, glorifying God with facred hymns and 
falms, and other delightful airs, atter the 
tathion of the country; and dancing all along 
as they went, to the found of harps, cymbals, 
and other mutical inftruments, conducting, 
after this manner, the ark toward Jerufalem. 
As they were upon the way at a certain place 
call’d the Thrething-floor of Chidon, or Na- 
chon, the oxen ftaggering with the ark, Uz- 
Ussah fiescx ah put forth his hand to keep it from over- 
dead for pet- turning, and was immediately ftrack dead by 
zingout his 3 divine vengeance, for prefuming to touch it, 
hand to five be not being in holy orders. This exemplary 
the ark from * S22 ) ea Z 
Allinc, Ver. Gcath of Uzzah was a great affliction to David 
6, 7. himfelf, and to all his people; and they cal- 
led the place Perez-Uzzeh, or the breach of 
Uzzah ; which name it beareth unto this day. 
David was fo ftruck with the dread_ of this 
judgment, that tor fear Uzzah’s cafe might 
come to be his own, if he fhould receive the 
ark into the city, (his fault being only the 
temerity of touching it,) he fufpended the car- 
The erk lies Tying of it co Jerufalem, and turned off with 
Gepofited for it upon the way, into the houfe of a certain 
cpr eS ea good man anda Levite, whofe name was Obed- 
ey Edom: there it lay depofited for three whole 
E4om,¥.11. Months, in which time it was obferv’d, that 
every thing profper’d in the family, and thar 
the matter of it grew rich to admiration. It 
was in every body’s mouth, in fine, how 
ftrangely. Obed-Edom was improv’d in his 
fortune fince he had the ark under his roof; 
and that of 2 very poor man before, he was 
now all on a fudden look’d upon as a man 
confiderable for wealth; and in fo good a 
condition, that he was the wonder as well as 
the envy of his neighbours. The rumour of 
this change coming to the king’s ear, fet Da- 
vid’s heart at reft, as to any danger from _ the 
ark; fo that he relumed his former purpofe of 
tran{fporting it to Jerufalem 3; which was done 
after this manner. 
The removal Tue priefts had the charge of carrying ir, 
of the ark to and feven choirs of finging men, according to 





oo the king’s appointment, marching before it, 
ea David himfelt bearing his part in the confort, 
with dancing and finging to his harp; which 

Mélchole his wife Meichole (the daughter of the late 


rales offence king Saul) utterly difliked, as an aétion of 
Set too much levity, and below the dignity of 
“ncing and David’s character. The ark being brought to 
the city, it was difpofed of into the taberna- 
cle, which David had made on purpofe for 
ir. Upon the occafion of this feftival-mecting, 
there were facrifices and peace-offerings in 
abundance, and fuficient for the whole mulzi- 


Exncing and 
finging before 
i, Ver. 16. 
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and fo to march with this | tude; for there was not a man, woman, or 


child there, who had not,a cake and a part 
of the ficth of the facrifice given them; and 
when they had eaten plentitully, David re- 
turned to his palace. es 

Hrs wife Mclchole met him upon the way, 
with a thoufand good wifhes and bleffings, 
but ftill reproving him tor dancing and caper- 
ing about, fo unlike a king, and tor uncover- 
ing himfelf in the cyes of his hand-maids and 
fervants. David told her that he was not 
atham’d of doing any thing that he knew was 
acceptable to that God who advanced him to 
the throne of rac], in preference to her fa- 
ther, and all other pretenders; and that he 
would fing and dance again and again, with- 
out regarding 2c all, how cither fhe or her 
hand-maids took it. This Mclchole had no 
children by David; but by her other husband, 
to whom Saul had given her in marriage, up- 
on taking her away from David, fhe had five 
fons ; of whom hercatter. 25 

Davin was fo fentible of God’s goodnefs 
towards him upon the daily fucceties of what~ 
ever he took in hand, chat he began to make 
it matter of confcience to live in a palace of 
cedar himfelf, rhat was as ttately and as beau- 
tiful as arc and ornament could make it; and 
at the fame time to lodge the ark in a taber~ 
nacle; fo that he refolved to ereét and dedi- 
cate a temple to God’s honour and. worfhip ; Poul ts 
and according to the prediétion of Mofes, he sigur: 
communicated the defign to the prophet Na-~ pic, 2 Sam. 
than; who upon couniel and advice, encou- vii. 2. 
rag’d him to proceed upon the work; for he Cu Ue 
might be furc of God’s fpecial favour and pro~- Courages the 
vidence along with him. tt 


David pro- 


ounds the 


Thefe words ferved project, V.5 
more and more to animate and confirm David 


lin his purpofe and defign. 


Ix the night following, the word of the 
Lord came unto Nathan, faying, ‘¢ Govand 
* tell David that I accept of his good-willin 
being the firft propofer of erecting a temple: 
unto my fervice; yet in regard that the 
neceffity of his wars hath made him a man 
of blood, I cannot permit the doing of this 
work in his days; but let him know, that 
alter a long and a happy life of his own, 
he thall commit the care of the undertaking 
to his fon and fucceffor Solomon; whom I But Nathn 
fhall be as tender of as a father can be of ine a 
his own child, and continue the govern the work xi 
ment in the line of his family; or in cafe refery'd for 
of his committing iniquity, I will anly_pu- his fon Sole 
nifh the tranfgreflion with bodily ficknefs or saan Vat 
famine; not with a total rejection, as I did *”” 
Saul.” The prophet, without any delay, 
acquitted himfelf of his commiffion; and ic 
was fo welcome a meflage to David, to fee 
the fucceffion fecur’d to his pofterity, and the 
honour of his family fo gracioufly provided 
for, that he betook himfcelf immediately to 
the ark of God, fell down upon his face, and |, 
worlhipped. ‘ Lord, fays he, thy holy name eae 
“ be prais’d for all thy benefits and mercies! Pi pining 
thou that haft taken thy fervant froin the upon God’, 
“ fheep-fold, and advanced him to this height gracious net 
“ of dignity and power! Lord, fays he, I Fe is 
“ blefs thee for all this; for thy continued Ver. 18, &¢ 
“¢ providences to myfelf, and thy promifes to 
“ my pofterity ; and for thy multiplied deli- 
“€ verances and protections to thinc own peo- 
“© ple.” With this benediétion, and a hymn, 
he finifhed his prayer, and aSpertee . 
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CHAP. V. 


Several inighty victories obtain’d by David againft 
the Philiftines, the Moabites, and the king of 
the Sopheniais. 


pavid re- AV LD, who could not endure to lic idle, 
jolves Upon meditated a war, not long after this, 
wa withthe geainft the Philiftines, being much animated 
Phililtine> to this enterprize by a prediction, that he 
and Marches A Ould overcome all his enemies, and leave his 


with an army ** : 2 : 
into the kingdom in peace to his fucceflor. In order 


euemy’s to this war, he appointed.a day and place for 
coutrys ™" 4 rendezvous 5 {ummon’d his troops together ; 
ee and when he was in condition to march, made 
ayercomes an incurlion into the enemy’s country; over- 


ghem, an 
makes them 
tributartes 5 
and totally 
deftroys 
Adrazar the 
king of. the 
Sophenians, - 
3 Sam, vil. 
4-78. 


came them in a pitch’d battle, took _poffeffion 
of a good part of their lands, and annexed 
them to the jarifdiction of the Hebrews. He 
made war then upon the Moabites, deftroy’d 
two thirds of their army, took the reft, and 
made them tributaries. After which he over- 
threw Adrazar*, the fon of Arach, king of 
the Sophenians ; whom he encounter’d not far 
from Euphrates, and kill’?d him twenty thou- 
fand foot, and five thoufand horfe; taking 
alfo a matter of a thoufand chariots, of which 
he rcferved only an hundred for his own ufe, 
and.burnt the reft. 








CHAP. VI. 


David overthrows Adad; fubdues the Idumeans; 
provides for Mephibofbeth the fon of Fouathan, 
and mikes war upon the king of the Ammo- 
nites. 


N the mean time, Adad, king of Syria and 

Damafcus, hearing that David had made 
war upon Adrazar, his fingular good friend 
and ally, difpatch’d away a confiderable army to 
his fuccour, in hopes to remove the feat of the 
war.; and after feveral skirmithes, he.came to 
a battle with David near Euphrates ; where he 
loft the greater part of his army, twenty thou- 
fand being cut off; the reft fav’d themfelves 
by flight. Nicolaus makes mention of this 
fame Adad, in the fourth book of his hiftory, 
as follows. ‘ A long. time after, fays he, one 


Adad joins 
his friend 
“Adrazar 
againft Da- 
vid ; comes 
toa battle 
near Eu- 
phrates, and 
receives 2 
total over- 
throw. 


“© Adad, a valiant man, .and a native of : the’ 


* place, had the command of Damafcus and 
Syria, Phoenicia only excepted. “There 
happen’d to be a: .war betwixt this fame 
Adad and David, the king of .the Jews, 
and {cveral battles: fought between them 5 


phrates, behaving himfelf with the refolu- 
tion of a brave prince, and a great captain.” 
And the fame author, ‘treating further of his 
poitericy, fays, ‘‘ That the government was 
‘¢ handed down from father to fon, to the 
tenth generation ;_ the fucceflor ftill receiv- 
ing the father’s name with the empire, as 
the Prolemies among the Egyptians. ‘The 
third, in order from this Adad, and the 
greateft man of the family, out of a gene- 
rous zeal to repair the honour that his grand- 
father loft by this defeat, pour’d in an ar- 
my upon the Jews, and laid wafte Samaria.” 


ce 


.S9 
ee 
« 


Another et 
Adad of the ¢¢ 
family breaks «ce 
im upon Sa- « 
maria,1 Kings 

ax cc 


but in the end, Adad was overcome at En-- 


And our hiftorian was not miftaken in this 
part of his relation; for this is the Adad 
who invaded Samaria in the reign of Ahab 
king of Ifrael; of whom we fhall fay fome~- 
what further in due time and placé. . 

Wiuru this victorious army David over-ran David over: 
Damafcus and the reft of Syria; left garrifons TS ae 
behind him where he faw convenient; laid the Osa, 
country under contribution, and fo return’d viii. and 
home again ; carrying with him to Jerufalem 1 Chron.xviii. 
the golden quivers, and other rich equipage 
that was taken from Adad’s guards; and de- 
dicating the fpoil and trophies to God, in _ac- 
knowledgment of the victory he had abtain’d 
through his favour and protection. All thefe 
valuable '{poils, and a great deal more, were 
afterwards taken away by Syfack the king of 
Egypt, upon the facking of Jerafalem, in his 
war with Rehoboam, David’s grandfon. But 
we fhall have occafion to be more particular 
upon this fubjeét elfewhere. 

Wuute David was in the courfe of his fuc- 
ceffes, and God’s fpecial direétion and affif- 
tance manifeftly along with him, he made an 
attack upon Bettea and Machon-f, two of the He takes Bet- 
moft confiderable cities that Adrazar had in ce 
his dominions; both which he took by affault, mighty pil- 
with gold and filver in them to an ineftimable lage. 
value; befide a great quantity of a fort of 
brafs, efteemed of a grcarer value than even 
gold itfelf. This was the metal thar Solo- 
mon afterward made ufe of for his tair and 
beautiful bafons, and a huge veffel call’d the 
fea, upon the finifhing and adorning the 
temple. : 

Wuen the king of Hamath |] came to un- The king of 
derftand that Adrazar had loft his whole ar- Hamath pro- 
my, and was utterly undone, he thought it his foe with 
wifeft courfe, (for feat the like fate might David, gad 
attend him) to court David by a voluntary fends his fon 
propofal, into a treaty of friendfhip dnd alli- Joram on the 
ance. So he fent his fon Joram to him, with epee 
a compliment of congratulation for the vitory ‘~"'* 
he had -gain’d over their common enemy; (for 
fo was Adrazar reputed) and with inftructions 
alfo to follicit aleague of amity and fair un- 
derftanding betwixt them; not forgetting fe- 
veral magnificent prefents in veflels of gold, 
filver, and brafs, antique and curious, to the 
higheft degree of excellency and perfection. 

David accepted both of the propofals and the aes 
prefents, receiving and difmiffing the ambafla- 270° Jy ae 
dor, to the honour ‘and fatisfa¢tion of both cepted, Ver. 
parties; but ftill dedicating to God, all the 10,11. 
fpoils of gold and filver, and things precious, 

that were taken from the enemy, as to the 

author of the victory... Neither was David 
faccefsful only in his own perfonal adventures 

and ‘undertakings, but God profper’d him in all 

his commiffions alfo, though executed byde» 
putics and lieutenants; as in the cafe of Abi- Abithai, 
fhai, Joab’s brother, who was fent out with Joe ae 
an army againft the Idumeans; and by God’s eighteen 
affiftance not only fubdu’d them, but after thonfand 
eighteen thoufand of them were kill’d upon the Idumeans, 
fpot, he kept them in awe with garrifons, as ander aod: 
a check upon them; charged the land with 4 bution. 
ey and -taxed the people by the 

head. : : 


His propofalo 





* 2 Sam. vili.3. Hadadezer, and 1 Chron. xviii. 3. Hadarezer. 
t 2 Sam. viii. 8. Berah and Berothai; and 1 Chron. xviii. 8. Tibbath and Chun. 
I{ In 2 Sam. viii. 9. and in 1 Chron. xviii. 9. this king is called Toi. 


Davir 


1990 
Davip was naturally a lover of jutticg, and 
had no other regard in all his j udgments, than 
to the equity and rightcoufneds ot the caule be- 
fore him. He made Joab, the fon of Zcruiah, 
his general, and Jehofaphat, the ton of Ahilud, 
the keeper of his records. He chote out of 
the houfe of Phinees, Abiathar, ana Zadock, 
who were his friends, to be his pricits, and 
Seraiah tor fecretary. Benaia the fon ot Je- 
hoiada commanded the guards of his perfon, 
and the king’s elder fons were ftill incorpora- 
‘ted into that body. oo le 
So feon as ever the king had put his fa- 
mily-affairs in fome fore of order, he cait his 
thoughts upon his old and dear friend and al- 
fociate Jonathan, and upon the folemn league 
of mutual amity thac had pats’d betwixt them 3 
for he had this vireus in perfection, with many 
others, that he never forgor an obfigation toa 
friend, bur look’d upon an arrear tor pls d 
benefits as the mott facred of all debrs. Upon 
this coniideration, he made diligent inquiry, 
what fons, friends, or relations, Jonathan had 
left behind him, thac he might tind maccer for 
his gratitude to work upon. In puriuance of 
this inquiry, there was broughe to him one 
“Ziba, formerly a fervant and a freeman of 
Sauls, us the matt likely perion to refolve 
that queftion. So the king ask’d him if he 
knew of any of Jonathan's tamily yec living, 
and where co find them; for he was anfwer- 
able for an old debt there, which he would 
gladly repay. Ziba made anfwer, that he had 
.aionyetalive, whofe name was Mephibofheth ; 
who by a mifchance happen’d to be lame ot one 


pravid fertles 
his omcers, 
i kings xx.i§- 








histea Me- leg. For upon the news of that bloody battle, 
phibotheth, wherein his grandtather and his father were 
tee flain, the nurfe took him up in a fright to run 
away with him; and ftumbling ior hatte, Ict 
him fall out of her arms,and hurt him. Upon 
farther examination the king had notice that 
he was brought up with one Miachir, in che 
Mephibo- city of Labatha *, and that there he was at 
fheth is prefent. Whereupon he was immediately fent 
brought to for, and prefented to David. When Mephi- 
a V.  bofheth approach’d the royal prefence, he pro- 


aa ftrated himfelf ar the king’s tecr, and did him 

everence. The king bad him be of good 
chéer, and hope for better days; affuring him 
er all the comfort he could with for irom the 
favour of his prince. So he appointcd him 
prefently to be put in poffeflion of his father’s 
ae aid grandfather’s houfe and citatc, and of all 
that belonged to them; took him home to him 
as his particular gucit, and order’d that he 
fhould eat every day at his owntable. The 
young man was highly fenfible of this exceffive 
grace and bounty ; and’ when he had made a 
dutiful acknowledgment of it, in .fuch man- 
ner as became-him, David then called for Zi- 
ba; and telling him how he had beftow’d upon 
Mephibofheth, his father’s and grandfather’s 
eflatc, gave him in charge to look after it, and 


David takes 







a hi. take care of the grounds, and from time to 
Reward, Via. time to receive the profits, and bring them to 

Jerafalem. Mephibdofheth, after this, livedin 
®. tne King’s houfe, fat conitantly at the fame 
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Seen get, eT ea 
table with him, and David gave him Ziba, 
and fifteen fons that he had, with twenty 
others belonging tohim, for his fervants. Zi- 
ba, having received his, commiflion, did his 
duty, and went his way; promifing to govern 
himlelf in all chings according to his order 
and inflructions. But the fon of Jonathan 
continu’d itill ac Jerufalem with David, and 
Was treated in all refpeéts asa child of the 
family; fo great a tendernefs had David tor 
any thing that had a relation to Jonathan. 
Thus it was with Mephibothcth, to whom was h 
born a fon whofe name was Micha. iad fon 
Asaur this time dy’d Nahaih, the king of Nae” 
the Ammonites, a friend and ally of David’s; king atthe 
and. Hanun his fon fucceeded him. David Armunonite, 
upon this revolution, {ene embafladors to him, dics; 2 Sam, 
to condolc his lofs, and comfort him in his af- Eo 
tliction, and to atlure-him of the fame triend- doling Gate. 
thip and refpeét to himfelr that had been for- plimene to 
merly paid to his father. The heads of the bs fon Ha. 
Ammonites made a malicious conftruétion of "U7 V-2. 
this embaily, which the ‘good faith.and can- 
dour of David did not deferve at their hands. 
They did all they couldin fine, ro irricate 
their king, with calumnies againit David ; and 
to put jealoufies in hig. head, that che fervants 
of David were not in truth embafladors bur 
ipies; who under the pretext of a compliment 
of ttate, were fent to explore the itrength and 
condition of the country ; and that therefore, 
without giving any heed to fair words, he 
thould do well to be cautious and circum{peét 
betimes, before things were gone beyond reco- 
very. Hanun was over-rul’d by this countel ; 
how contrary foever to the true reafon of the 
cafe; and fo fent the embafladors back again 
with all the indignities of {corn and vile ulage 
imaginable. They cut off one half of their go7) ore fg 
beards, and once half of their veits, and fo dif back withi« 
mits’d them in that drefs, with a contumely of nominy and 
action, inftead of words at length, for an an- €or, V4. 
fwer. David took it fo heinoufly to be thus 
treated, dnd to fee his embafladors fo barba- 
roufly aftronted, contrary to the laws of na- 
tions, honour, hofpitality, and good manners, 
that immediately he declar’d his refolucion 
publickly to right himfelf upon the Ammonites 
by an open war, and to call their king to an 
account for what he had done. The princi- 
pals and allies of the Ammonites were fo con- 
{cious to themfelves, that their perfidy, and 
breach of faith, together with the feandalous 
manner of it, was wholly unpardonable; that 
upon the firft news of David’s determination 
to vindicate himfelf by arms, they found them- 
{elves neccflitated, in their own defence, to 
encounter force with force, and fo prepar’d for 
awar. They fent their embafladors to Syrus, 
the king of Mcfopotamia, with a thoufand filver 
talents to bring him into the alliance; which Se dite 
he-accepted of, and engaged alfo the king of affifiance, 
Zoba.. Thefe two. kings had betwixt them V. 6. 
about twenty thoufand foot. They likewife 
purchafed the affiftance of the king of Maa- 
cah, and of Ifhtob, who had two and twenty 
thoufand men in arms. 


Mephilo. 


The embath- 


David de- 
clares war 4 
gaintt the 
Ammonites, 
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CHAP. VIL 


Foab overthraes Hanun and his confederates. 


David gives a terrible defcat to the king of 


Syria. The flory of David and Bathfacka. 
Amiuon ravifpes Thamar, aud ber brother 
Abfalom lays a plot to take away bis life. 


(HIS preparation of the Ammonites, in 

i conjunction with fo many confederate 
princes, made no impreffion at all upon the 
courage of David: he knew he had a gracious 
God to truft to; his caufe was good, and the 
injury he had received intolerable; wherefore 
he was refolved to caft himfelf upon God’s 
providence, and the juftice of his arms for fa- 
tisiaction; fo that he committed the manage- 


Joab David’s 1 
ment of the war to Joab, and fent him away 


general, 
25um-% 7+ wirh the choiceft of his troops againft the cne- 
my- He marched directly towards their _ca- 
pital city *, and encamped before it. The 
‘The Ammo- encmy marched forth out of the town, and 
nites divide divided into two bodics ; the one confifting of 
into two bo- auxiliaries, which they drew up in the-open 
die, Ver ®- folds the other being compofed only of Am- 
monites, ranged themfelves before the gates 
tozh does that looked toward the Hebrews. Joab con- 
the like, Ver- fidering this difpofition of the enemy’s army, 
9 £2. difpofed of his troops likewife in the fame or- 


der ; and at the head of the beft men he had, 
he himfelf preparing to charge Syrus, and the 
confederate kings, with one divilion, gave his 
brother Abifhai the command of the other, 
with orders to attack the Ammonites ; having 
‘Abithai the agreed upon it beforehand betwixt themfelves, 
other divi- that in cafe Syrus fhould get the better of 
fion, Ver. 11- Joab, Abifhai fhould come in to his relief; 
and Joab to fecond Abifhai, if he fhould be 
prefs'd by the Ammonites. Joab hereupon 
difmifs’d his brother, encouraging him to be- 
have himfelf valiantly, and to make good the 
reputation both of the caufe and of the action. 


Joab under- 
takes Syrus 
and the con- 
federates, and 
his brother 


Joab routs = Joab made the onfet upon Syrus, who ftood 
ee very bravely at firft; but fo many of his men 
ne ver 


fieht routs falling, the reft fied; and the Ammonites up- 
the ret, Ver. On the very fight of their diforder, betook 
13) La. themfelves likewife to their heels, after the 
example of their fellows, without flaying for 
the coming up of Abifhai, and fied as faft as 
they. could into the town; fo that Joab, after 
a dreadful execution done upon the enemy, 
returned to Jerufalem with his victorious 
army. 4 
Turs rout and confufion of the Ammonites, 
how uncqual a match foever they were found 
to be to the Hebrews, was not enough yet to 


The Ammo- keep them quiet for the future ; but they fent 
fn, to Chalama +, a king of the Syrians beyond 
oree Them- in 7 7 7 

faves, Ver, Euphrates, and agreed with him for an auxi- 


liary army at fuch a prices Shobach was his 
lieurenant-general over ah army of cighty 
thoufand foot, and ten thoufand horfe. Da- 
vid being given to underftand the mighty 
ftrength of the Ammonites, did not find it con- 
venient to make war any longer by his depu- 
ties; fo that he himfelf pafs’d the river Jor- 
dan with the whole army, and joining batele 
with the enemy, kill’d them forty thoufand 
foot, and feven thoufand horfe, and came off 
a conquerors; Shobach himfelf, the general of 
Chalama, receiving a wound in this battle, of 


15. 





* Viz. Rabatha; which 2 Chron. xx. 1. ‘tis faid, Joab befieged and deftroyed it the fpring following. 
} This king, in 2 Sam.x. 16. and 1 Chron. xix. 16.’ is called Hadarezer. ~~ 
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which he dicd. The people of Mcfopotamia, 
upon the miferable event of this overthrow, 
fent forthwith their ambafladors, with prcfents 
and addreffles to David, and deliver’d':up 
themfclves; and the aétion being over, and ‘the 
winter drawing on, David returned again fale 

to Jcrufalem. eg fe a 

Ar the beginning of the fpring following, Joub being 
Joab was again ditfpatched with a commiffion oe oi 
to profecute the war againft the Ammonites, PONCE Pe 
where he laid their country wafte; drovethe rhe Ammo- 
people into Rabatha, thcir metropolis, arid laid nires, lays 
licge to the place. David was undoubtedly a Heee ee 
juft and a pious man, and a ftriét obferver of 22t7# 7°" 
the laws of his country; buat yee at this time 
he had the misfortune to fall into a gricvous 
fin, the occafion of which was-as follows: 

As he was walking for his diverfion one day Ver. 2. 
toward the cool of the evening upon his ter- 
rafs, he had the hap to defcry a woman bathing 
herfelf in her own houfe; who was a perfon of 
a moft exquifite fhape and beauty, and her 
name Beane gre fell in love with a 
immediately ; and under the impotence of a 7h” 
paffionate appetite, had her Brouent to his bed. foe 
Soon after this fhe found herfelf with child, with child, 
and defired the king to confider of fome way V¢r + 
for the concealment of it; for otherwife the 
muft fuffer death by the laws of the country. 

Uriah, the husband of this woman, and Joab’s 
armour-bearer, was hereupon call’d away from 
the camp, and David ask’d him feveral quef> 
tions about the ftate of the army; how the 
fiege went forward, and the like. He told 
the king, that things went as. well as he could 
with. So David gave him part of his own 
fupper, and bad him go home for the prefent 
to his wife; ‘-bue finding afterwards that he 
had pafs’d away that night in the palace; and 
among his guards, ask’d him, “ How it came 
** to pafs, that having becn fo long away from 
“ his wife, he had not rather chofe to go home; 
“ than fpend his time elfewhere, fo contrary 
to the practice of all other men under his 
circumftances?” Sir, replied he, I did not 
think ic fair and honourable to indulge my= 
*< felf in the arms of my wife, at the fame 
“time when:my general and fellow-foldiers 
“* lic in an enemy’s country upon the ground.” 
So the king told him, “ He fhould now flay 
““ there one night more, and the next day he 
would fend him back again to the army.” 
When the king went to fupper, he caufed 
Uriah to fup with him, and made him drink 
fo freely, that although he became thereby 
almoft drunk, yet he never thought of going to 
his wife all this while, bur fpent that night 
again in the court, as he had done the former. 
This highly affronted David; infomuch, that 
he wrote toJoab, that he was much diflatisfied 


David cor~ 
rupts Bath- 


« 
“ec 


ec 


ce 


_with Uriah, and he would have him punifh’d 


according to his defert; and fo put himina 

way how to bring it about, without giving 

any fufpicion that it was done by his order} 

and the contrivance was this: David appoint David writes 
ed Joab to command him upon the firft dan- to Joab, to 
gerous attack, where his companions might par Uae 
Jeave him in the lurch to be certainly cut off. seperate 
This letter he gave to Uriah, under his own poft, where 
hand and feal, to be deliver’d to Joab; who, he may be 


7 - x : ? , 
upon the reccipt, follow’d the king’s direction, oo d, 2 
Joab follows 
his order, 
Ver. 15. 


and 


ec 
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and put Uriah upon a defperate attack, where 
he knew the enemies to be ftrongeit, with fe- 
veral brave men to back him, tor the countc- 
nance of the defign ; Joab promifing to fecond 
him with the whole army, upon the leaft breach 
or poffibilicy of entrance into the town; Joab 
recommending it earneftly to him, to pate 
the reputation he had already acquir’d with 
the king and the army, by acquitting pinch 
frankly and bravely upon this occafion. Uriah, 
with great chearfulnefs and affurance, under- 
took the poit, while Joab gave his companions 
private orders to withdraw, and leave him, fo 
toon as they found themfelves in any danger. 
The Hebrews preffing hard upon the wall, 
putthe Ammonites in a dreadful apprehenfion 
that they would force the town; whercupon 
they threw open their gates, anc made a def- 
perate falley; which was as good as a fignal 
to thofe with Uriah, according to their orders 
from Joab, to abandon their leader; which 
they did with one confent, upon that critical 
point of time, and leit Uriah to be cut to 
pieces. He did all the execution that was 
- poffible to be done by a fingle man againtt 
numbers; and atter feveral wounds recciv’d, 
fell like a man of honour, with his face to 
the enemy. Some few of his friends, who 
were alfo afham’d to fly, not being made privy 
to the plot, fell wich him at the fame timc. 
Tue action being now over, Joab difpatch’d 











Toab tcl 
David t away an cxprefs forthwith to David, giving 
mews OF 4c" an account, that to make fhort work of a fiege 
ee that was otherwife likely to be tedious, he 
Rabaths, had given an affaule to the town, loft men in 
Ver is the attempt, and was at laft beaten off, and 


forced back again tothe camp. ‘“ Now, fays 
‘* Joab to the meffenger, if you find the king 
** difplealed at the news you carry him, tell 
** im withal, that Uriah tell in the attack.” 
David, upon the hearing of this ftory, was 
mightily unfatished. ‘ What, fays he, 
“ tor men with their naked bodies to think of 
* ftorming ftone walls! Why did they not 
“* rather make ufe of mines or engines? Onc 
“ would think they might have taken the do- 
** meftick example of Abimelech, the fon of 
** Gideon, for a warning, that was {lain at 
“ Thebes by a piece of a mill-ftone thrown 
down upon his head, by an old woman, 
*¢ from the battlements. The man was other- 
*< wife very brave 5 but his temerity brought 
“ himtoaihametul end; for in all thefe cafes, 
caution is as neceflary as courage; and the 
“* fafett counfels are the beit. All people, in 
*“ the butinefs of war, fhould do well to con- 
fult hiftory and experience, what has ge- 
“ nerally fucceeded well, and what other- 
“* witc, and to confider upon what point the 
ttrefs lies, cither of the one, or of the 
“ cther, and to act accordingly.” While the 
«ing Was in this fort exprefling his refentment 
;and difpleafure at the il management of the 
“action, the mefienger took an occafion to tell 
him or the death of Uriah, as a thing by-the- 
by. “ Well, fays David, thefe are common 
accidents; the chance ot war is various, and 
foldiers muft content themfelyes to take the 
deft and the worit by turns. Do you tell 
Joab what lI fay; but tell him moreover, 
: that for the future | would rather have him 

do the bufinefs by caiting up works, or by 
machines, than by open toree. But let him 
know upon the main, that I would have the 
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© city raz’d and levell’d with the ground, and 
* the inhabitants put all to the fword, with- 
“ out {paring fo much as one individual per- 
* fon.” With thefe inftructions the meilen- 
ger went prefently away to Joab. 

Upon the news of Uriah’s death, Bathfhe- Baththens 
ba for feveral days mourn’d her husband 3 but mourny our 
fo foon as her days of mourning were over, Hee timc far 
David took her to wile, and had by her a 305 Det 
male child not long after. This match was fo takes her to 
far from being acceptable and well pleating to wife, Ver. 26, 
God, that he was highly offended at it, and 27: 
gave the prophet Nathan co underftand as much 
ina dream; blaming David exceedingly for 
what he had done. Now Nathan being aman 
of a diverting humour and addrefs, and well 
confidering how little regard princes common- 
ly have in the career of their paffions to the 
right or wrong of things, chofe rather to com- 
municate his meflage to David in mild terms, 
by way of allufion, than bluntly and abruptly Nathan, by 
to accoft him by a direét and downright de- the allufion 
nunciation of the difplcafure and commination ea fable, _ 

‘i sbes eh ee gs David 
of God Almighty; bringing in what he had .¢ , fight of 
to deliver after this manner: 


a 


his fin, 2 Sam. 
* THERE were two men, fays he, who #it 1-4 
lived in the fame city; the one had an abun- 

“ dance of flocks and herds of all forts of 
“cattle, oxen, fheep, and the like ; and was, 

“in fine, a very rich man; the other was 

mafter of no more than one only lamb; 

““ which he brought up, and fed with his own 
children, and lov’d it as his daughter. The 

““ rich man had a ftrangcer come to his houfe, 

“* whom he was bound in hofpitality and in 

““ honour to entertain; but rather than treat 

“him out of his own ftore, he fent and forced 

away the poor man’s only lamb for the 

“¢ ftranger’s fupper.”? “A villain, fays the Ver. 5. 
“king, in 2 pailion, to do a thing fo bafe and 

“ fo unjuft! I would have him make four-fold 

“ fatisfaction, and die for it befides.” “* Why 

then, replied Nathan immediately, thou thy- 

felf art the man who deferves fuch punifh- 

“¢ ment, and out of thy own mouth haft pro- 

nounced judgment upon thyfelf. The pro- 

phet, after this, gave him an account of his 

“* vilion, and of God’s high difpleafure againft 

“* him; minding hirn of his ingratitude to that 
providence that had conftituted him king of 

Ifracl, and given him the command of alk 

the neighbouring nations thereabouts; de- 
“liver’d him feveral times out of Saul’s 

** hands, &c. And for him now, who had fo 

many lawful wives allow’d him, to ‘take 

away, and marry another man’s wife, in 
defiance of God and man, and to betray her 

“ husband to the enemy, and to death, what 

could he expect after all this, but to be over- 

taken with a divine vengeance? the pro- Nathan fore: 
phet then prediéting to him, that he fhould tels the fe-, 
live to fee his woman ravifh’d by one of his Me paaason 
own fons, and that fon to enter into a prac- fl David, 
tice upon the life of his father; and in a Verio, 
word, that for this fecret fin of his, he 12 
fhould be brought to open fhame and pu- 
nifhment; concluding with this prefage, 

“* that the fon of his unlawful love fhould be 

“* very fhort-liv’d.”” This denunciation of the David con- 
prophet ftruck David with terror and confufion, feffes and re 
and drew from him a penitential confeffion pents:*¢** 
with tears, that he had finned againft God. 

Now David being a righteous man, and (this 

one thing excepted) one who before had never 

been 


«ce 


n 
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been guilty of the commiffion of any unjuft 
action, God was pleafed to accept of his true 
repentance, and took him into his favour again, 
and promis’d to fecure him in the enjoyment 
both of his kingdom and of his life. 

Wuen Nathan had given David this pro- 
fpeét of things to come, he returned to his 
habitation ; and was no fooner gone, but the 

David's child Lord ftrack the child that Uriah’s wife bare 
by Bathfheb? ynro David with a grievous ficknefs, which: 
isftruck with 546 {% {enfible an affliction to the father, that 


oats he took his chamber upon it, and for feven’ 
gam. xii.15. days together proftrated himfelf upon the 
David ground in fackcloth and mourning ; nor could 
ee aad he be perfuaded by his fervants to reccive any 
eae for faitenance ; befeeching Almighty God to fpare 
feven days, the life of the child, having the greateft ten- 
* Ver. 16. dernefs imaginable for the mother. Upon the 
Thechild feventh day the child died; but none of the 


dies upon the +, mily durit fpeak a word of it to the king; 

fevent “Ys for he, they thought, that fo given up to 

Ver, 18. > y ght, that was fo giv Pp 
forrow, as to deny himfelf the moft neceflary 
comforts and refrefhments of life, when the’ 
child was only fick, would affliét himfelf with, 
a more intenfe and fevere abftinence, if he 
fhould know it to be dead. David obferved 
fuch a diforder in the countenances of his fa- 
mily, that he took it for certain there was 
fomething extraordinary in the cafe, that they 
durit not acquaint him with, which he con- 
cluded could be nothing elfe but the death of | 
the child; and upon examining one of his fer- 
vants about it, he found it fo to be. David, 
upon this, prefently got up, wafh’d himfelf, 
changed his cloaths, and fo went his way di- 
rectly to the tabernacle to worfhip; command- 
ing his fervants, after this, to fet his fupper 
upon the table. His kindred and dometticks 
were all in admiration and aftonifhment at a 
change of humour fo unexpeétcd; for while 
the child was but dangeroufly ill, there was 
nothing but paffion and extravagance; and 
now it was dead, the father came to himfelf 
again. his was their defcant; ‘but they had 
yet a curiofiry to know what might be the 
true reafon of it; wherein David was very 
free with them upon a decent intimation of 
the defire they had to be better inform’d. 
“While the child was yct living, fays he, 
“© and not quite out of hope of recovery, I 
“ omitted no opportunity of application to 
“ God tor its life; but when I faw it was 
“¢ dead, it would have been a foolifh thing to 
“ torment myfelf any farther to no manner of 

© purpofe.”” The prudence of this refolution 

Baththet was highly commended by all that heard him. 

athfheba Bathtk ai afi lie in herd 7 ae 

brines David Pathfheba, after this, in ‘her.due time, accor 

a fon, which ing to the courfe of nature, brought David a 

by Nathan’s fon; who, by the direétion of the prophet 

tled Sig. athan, gave him the name of Solomon. 

ALlLeEd O10 4 - - > 

mon, Ver.21, 048, by this time had prefs’d fo hard up- 

Joab cuts of on the Ammonites, by cutting off their water, 


n 


the Ammo- and all other provifions from them, that they 
and fires. WELe NOW well nigh reduced to the laft extre- 
ensthem for MUty of hunger and chirft; for they had only 
provifions, one little {pring left them, which they were 
ae fain to husband by fhort allowances, for fear 
Dividthe. Of drawing it dry, or lofing that too. Joab. 
ftate ofthe fent David a particular account of the ftate of 
fiege of Ra- the fiege ; defiring the honour of his prefence 
aie ag there in perfon, to put the laft hand himfelf to 
bodbpear an the deftruction of the city, as an action worthy 
perfor ar che tO be found upon the rollin the hiftory of his 
afiult, V.28, other heroical exploits. David was to fully 
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fatisfy’d with the wifdom, faith, and zeal of 
his general, that he put himfelf prefently at- 
the head of his army, and marched tothe af 
fault of Rabatha; took it by ftorm, and gave 
the pillage of it to the foldiers, taking only 
for himiclf a golden crown of the kings, of a 
talent weight, and a rich fardonyx upon it; 
which David wore conftantly upon his head 
afterward for an ornament: to ‘fay nothing 


of an infinite varicty of other rich booty that 


was found in the city. ‘The men were put to 
death by exquifite torments, and all the ret 
of the Ammonite citics which ftood out, as 
this did, were ferved after the fame manner. 

Tue glory of this victory was follow’d All put to 
foon after with a mortification that took off Ach by 
much of the relifh of it. David hada daugh- & the reft of 
ter that was as yet a virgin, and incomparably the Ammo- 
the moft agreeable, lovely beauty of the age mite oe 
fhe liv’d in. Her name was Thamar, and fhe a ee ous 
and Abfalom had one mother. Amnon, the el- Aino Dae 
deftfon of David, fell defperately in love with vid’s eldeft 
her; and finding, that betwixe her own moz- fon fills def 
defty, and the watch fhe had upon her, there pe ee 
was nohope of fucceeding, he pin’d away into fitter "Tha- 

a kind of languifhing confumption. Jonadab, mar, 2Sam. 
his friend and kinfman, and a perfon wirhal xiii. 1. 
of very good fenfe and judgment, taking no- Jenne? js 
tice of this change in Amnon, and that he 3g tellshim 
grew every day worfe and worfe, went to him, how he may 
and ask’d him what he ail’d; and in fhort, if gain his, 
he was not in love: for he had a fafpicion of P%m V- 3 
itr, Amnon, without any difficulty, own’d 
himfelf to have a violent paffion for his own 
fifter; upon this the other immediately fug- 
getted to him a method how he might compafs 
his end. Do but you, fays Jonadab, counter- 
feit yourfelf fick; and_ the firft vific your fa- 
ther gives you, make it your requeft that he 
would fend your fifter to you, upon an opi- 
nion, you may fay, that her care and affittance 
would much contribute toward your recovery. 
Amnon follow’d his counfel; defiring his fa- Amnon fol-° 
ther, accordingly, upon his firft vific, to fend lows his 
his fifter to him; which he did immediately; counfel, V-¢ 
and nothing would ferve Amnon then, but ‘he 
muft have fome cakes of his fifter’s making: 
for he could not eat any thing elfe. So fhe 
took the flour, kneaded it, rais’d, and bak’d 
it, all“in her brother’s fight; and in conclu~ 
fion, offer’d him fome to eat; which he would 
not fo much as tafte of; but called out to his 
fervants immediately to withdraw, and let 
no body come into trouble him; for he would 
lay himfelf to reft. So foon as the room was 
clear’d of the waiters, he defir’d his fifter to 
carry the curiofities fhe had made him, into 
an inner chamber there, which fhe did; and 
her brother taking advantage of that privacy, 
laid hold of her; and by the uttermoft impor= 
tunity of a violent paflion, prefs’d and courted 
her to the gratifying of his brutal luft: the 
innocent virgin crying out, and exclaiming all 
the while to him, ** for fhame, for fhame,” not 
to offer at fo impious, and fo fcandalous a 
bafenefs, as ic would be to facrifice the honour 
of himfelf, and his whole family to the out- 
rage of a beaitly appetite. ‘“* Let me go, fays 
“¢ fhe, for the love of God, and keep your ex- 
© orbitant defires within the compafs of law, 
“¢ honefty and religion: or, if you cannot 
“ mafter them, try if you can get your fa~ 
“ ther’s good-will, and never think of extort- 
“ ing a Kindnefs from me by violence.” But 
there 


194 
there was no reafoning, fhe found, with an 
impetuous raging paflion, She thought how- 

ever to put him oti at prefent; butic would not 

Aemonra- do; for in deipire ot all the could fay or do, 

vihes his fit either co hinder, or to divert him, he gain d 

his end upon her by force. 


ter, 2 7am. 

Neon tht No fooner had he committed the wy 
cer this , P ne n 

bear, and laid the fury of his burning lutt, bur in the 


brutal act, a t as £9 
s her fame inftant, his extravagant love was degene 


' 685 pared into the contrary extreme, of an impla- 
> cable hatred: infomuch thac he urged her 
weexe With reproaches and ill language, to depart 
the his lodgings and te gone. “ W hat? fays fhe, 
: now you have debauch’d me, am I to be ex- 
pos’d too ? and fent away by day-light wich 
all this contuiion and horror upon mc, to 
cell the world how barbaroufly you have 
uled me? nay, favs the, this treatment in 
cold blood is yet worfe, if worfe can be, 
even than the accurfed act icfelf, under the 
impoteney ef an ungovernable paffion to al- 
& Joviace the crime.” ~ Butreafening and itrug- 
ling was allin sain, forgo the muft; and Am- 
nonjwithout any more ado, commanded his fer- 
vants toturn her ont of the heufe. Away fhe 
gees upen this into the ftreet, with athes on 
in her head, and her veit (fuch as was then in fa- 
s fhion tor perfons of her quality) diforder’d 
“i; and tern; and fo thorough the city; crying 
*“? oot and complaining how the had been abus’d 
and ravith’d. Her brother Abfalom had the 
tortune to meet herin this diftraction and drets; 
and asking ker what was the matter, fhe told 
him the whole itory of her brother, and the 
brutal indignicy that he had put upon her. 
Abfalom told her to pacify her, that the dif- 
honour, however, was not fo great, conlidering 
ic was the act of her own brother; which for 
the prefent put fome refpice to her clamour. 
Attcr this, the lived a pretty while fingle in 
the heuteot her brother Ablalom. Upon the 
ceorrying of this {tory to David, he was infinitc- 
dy troubled acit; but Amnon being his eldeit, 
and his beloved fon, he was yer loth to put 
him to extremities. Abfalom, all this whilc, 
bore him a mertal grudge, and waited only a 
fair opportunity for a revenge. Ar the cndof 
two years after che rape of Thamar, Abfalom 
having appeinted a iheep-fheering at Belze- 
“Scr, Bail. Phon™, a city in the tribe of Ephraim, invi- 
ted his father and his brothers to the meeting. 
His tather excus’d himfclt, upon the trouble 
and expence it would be to him: fo that Ab- 
falom defir’d leave only for his brothers : 
~which being obtained, he gave his domefticks 
this order; that upon his giving them the fign, 
when Aninen fkhould be tn his cups, they fhould 
2, fall upon him, and kill him. 
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of Ainuca frights the brothers. Abfa- 
gfhar.  Forb gets leave for bin 
Fae 56:5 to Hleéron upon a pretended 
caucighks the people to declare hii 
itophel joins with him. David quits 
jen. Abfalsia commits a bervible wic- 
keaiess atthe inftance of Achitophes. 


BSALOM(’s psople took thcir time, 
and put their matter’s orders in execu- 
29-tion, "This violence upon Amnon {track fuch 
a dread and contufion into the reft of the bro- 
thers, that they immediately took horfe upon 
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it, and pofled away to their father, raking for The ref o 
granted that there wasa plot upon the whole Sertatil 
company. In this nick of time comes a fore- hy. ace 
runner to David, with news, that Abfalom liad on this." 
put all his brothers to ‘death. This was fo lar, iby, 
terrible a furprize to David, to hear of the lofs 

of fo many of his fons, and by the hand of 

their own brother tow, that he abandon’d 

himfelf (as well he might) to an inconfolable 
defparation: and without any farther enquiry 

into the matter, or waiting fora confirmation of 

the report, (though a wickednels almoft in- 
credible) he gave himiclf up cto an infupport- 

able anguifh of thought; tcaring his garments, 

and caiting himfelf prottrate upon the ground, 
lamenting not only the murder’d, but the mur- 

derer himfelf But Jonadab, the fon of Shi- Jonadab ag. 
mei, David's brother, detir’d David only to Viles David 
ruminate upon the matter a little with temper eo 
and mederation. I cannot believe, fays hey hear furthe, 
that your fons are all kill’d, becaufe I fee no Ver. 32, 3; 
colour of reafon for ir. Buc tor Ammnon’s 

part, ic is not unlikely, fays Jonadab, that 
Abfalom may have taken his revenge upon him 

for the affront he put upon his fitter. © While In this ine 
they were in difcourfe, they heard the tram- pon Dads 
pling of horfes, and the hurry of people as 4,.. thes 
approaching 5 and what was all this, but_the father, Ver, 
king’s fons who had made their efcape from 35, 36. 
the feaft at the houfe of their brother? 

Tue grecting of the father and his fons 
Was not without tears on both fides; the fa- 
ther furpriz’d at the fight of them living whom 
he took to be dead ; the fons lamenting the lofs 
of their brother, and the father deploring the 
barbarous murder of a fon; fo that there was 
fubject abundantly every way for grief and 
Jamentation in all refpects. Abfalom, in the Abfilom re. 
mean time, retir’d to Gefhur, where he was a "resto the 
matter of three years in the houfe of his mo- pent : 
ther’s father, a perfon of eminent authority in ther in Ge. 
that country. fhur, Ver.31. 

Davip had by this time a great defire to 
recal Abfalom, not to punith him, but to have 
him home again; for the feverity of his dif- 
pleafure was now well nigh over; and thefe Joab does:ll 
charitable inclinations were dextroufly enough oe 
managed to Abfalom’s advantage, by the (. Abilon 
tricndfhip of Joab, who was ftill at David’s 2 Sam. xiv. 
elbow. In order to this end, he dealt with 
an ancicnt woman who was to put herfelf in 
mourning, asa perfon in great diitrefs, and as 
an humble fupplicant, to preient the king with 
her cafe to this cleét: ¢ That two of her fons An invention 
“in the country had had an unhappy quarrel, ce 
which grew to that animofity, that they p70 Ve. 
fought upon it, and one of them was kill’d. 7-13.’ 
Some of his friends who was flain, demand 
“¢ juitice upon him that kill’d him. So fhe 
was to beg of his majefty the life of her fon, 

“as the only hope and ftay of her old age. 
She had no profpect of relief, but in his 
ees clemency ; for her fon’s enemies 
were fo malicious, that nothing Iefs could 
fatisty them than the interpofition of the 
“ king’s authority.” - She pertormed her part, 
and the king granted her requeft,; whereupon, 
with a dutiful acknowledgment of the king’s 
grace and favour to an ancient woman, and 
the mother of onc only child, fhe prayed one 
further inftance and affurance that fhe might 
enjoy the fruit of his royal goodnefs. Her 
fuit was, “¢ That the king’ would, in the firf 
“ place, be pleafed to pardon his own fon 

“© Abfalom; 


A tender 
ereetme on 
oD 

both fides, 
ibid. 
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« Abfalom; for in beginning with a compaf- 
«© {ion to him, it would be effectually the ra- 
« tifying of her fon’s cafe, in his own family. 
«¢ It would be very hard, ihe faid, for a father 
< to lofe onc fon by mifadventure, and to kill 
“© another himfelf.”’ 

Tue king prefently furmized that this was 
a contrivance and projeét of Joab’s; and upon 
difcourfing the woman, found the matter to be 
Upon which difcovery David 


David for- fo in reality. c 
ives ADIA- cal ’d for Joab, and told him that he had 
done eres gain’d his point, and was now ar liberty to 
oaD s 


bring Abfalom back again when he thought fit; 
for his angcr was over, and he had freely for- 
given him. Joab was very glad to hear it, 
Abtilom did his reverence ‘to the king, and fo haftened 
from Gefhur away to Gefhur, and brought Abfalom back 
ro Jerufilem, wirh him to Jerufalem. ‘The king being told 
Ver. 23. of his coming, fent him word, thar matters 
were not as yetin fo good a difpofition as 
that it would be proper for him to appear in 
his prefence; fo that Abfalom kept himfelf 
ouc of the king’s fight, within his own walls, 
mitted into and with his private family. He had gonc 
the king's = thorough a great deal of care and trouble 5; and 
fight, Ver 24 bis entertainment of late had been rather coarfe 
than delicate; and in fhort, not fuirable to 
the ftate and curiolity of a prince of the blood. 
Buc he ftill kept up the beauty yet, and the 
gracefulnefs of his perfon to the higheft degree 
of human perfection. He cut his hair every 
cight months; in the compafs of which time, 
it grew up to the weight of two hundred fhe- 

kcls; that is to fay, to five pound weight. 
He pats’d away about two years in Jerufa- 
Jcm,-in this private way of living, ‘and had 
children; three fons and one daughter, who 
prov’d to be a miracle of a beauty. She was 
married afterward to Rchoboam the fon of 
Solomon; and had a fon by him whofe name 
AbGlom pats Was Abia. ‘Abfalom finding himfelt unealy 
Joab upon under his prefcnt circumftances, fent to Joab 
getting leave to ufe his intereft with his father towards re- 


ceflion,2 Sum. 


oab fetches 


Bur Abfilom 


pot as yer ad- 


Poe gaining him admiffion into the royal prefence ; 
the kine’, ahd, in fhort, to the procuring him the com- 
pretence, fort of a thorough and abfolute reconciliation. 
Ver. 32. He waited a while for an anfwer; but recciy- 


ing no farisfa¢tion upon this meflage, he fent 


fome of his people to a neighbouring field of 


Foab’s, to burn his corn as it ftood there upon 
the ground. Joab came to him abcutit, and ex- 
poftulating the matter with him, ask’d him what 
he had ever done to deferve fuch unhandiome 
treatment at his hands? ‘¢ Why, fays Abfa- 
* lom, I had no way of getting you to me 
“ but that. I wrote to you about interceding 
“« for me to my father, and you have done no- 
“ thing in it T perceive. Pray will youtry if 
* you can pacify him; for at this rate, if he 


“ goes on ftill to be inexorable, I am in a: 


“ worfe condition at home than I was in my 

Joab obtains *¢ banifhment.” Joab took pity of him upon 
leave for Ab. this difcourfe, and plied the king fo artificial- 
oe to wait Ly and fo luckily on his behalf, that his heart 
pon his fhe 
ther, Ver. 33 
"Ver 33: or eo attend his father. He caft himfelf at 
the king’s feet upon his firft entrance into the 
room, and bege’d pardon for all his mitdoings? 
whereupon David with his right hand took 
him up again, with the afluranee of a folemn 
promife, that all old offences fhould be for 
ever buried and forgotten. — rs 
ApsaLom being re-eftablifh’d in the good 
opinion and efteem of his father, in a ithort 
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relented, and Abfalom was immediately fent |J 


19s 
time turnifhed himfelf with a fplendid equi- Abfalom fets 
page, with chariots and horfes; a numerous UP with a 
train and retinue of fervants, and no lefs than ‘Piendid | 
fifty mcn to attend him as the guard of his Soa eee 
body. He was the firft man ftill at the king’s court to the 
levee; not forgetting, on the other hand, to Peoples 
take all occafions allo to cajole the multitude, 2 54 *” 7 
and to keep fair with the people. If any man 
had a caufe to be heard, and came for juttice, 
he would be asking him in a familiar affable 
way, ‘Friend, fays he, what is thy name? 
“* what countryman? what bulinefs? can I do 
‘* thee any good?” and the like. When he 
found people out of humour, and malecontent 
for a cro{s verdict, or a hard judgment, ce 
they pretended; “¢ Why this it 1s, fays he 
* again, the king has evil counfellors about 
“ him. Nay, and God help him, miftakes 
*“¢ the point himfelf fometimes, as well as an« 
“ other. Well! and fo God {peed ye my 
“ my friends; if I had been in fome body’s 
“ place, things fhould never have gone at this 
* rate.” ‘This was his mcthod of way-laying 
the affections of the people, and moulding 
them for his defign; and the humour ripen’d 
a-pace too. 
Wuen he found himfelf pretty well affur’d 
of the ftrength and intereft of his party, he 
went and addrefs’d himfelf to David in the Apbfilom gets 
fourth year after his reconciliation, for Icave leave of his 
to go to Hebron to perform a vow which he ther to go 
had made in the time of his banifhment ; which By uv. o. 
leave he ealily obtain’d, and took a prodigious ~———” me 
multitude ; forme whom he invited, and others 
that came trooping in throngs along with him, 
Among the reft was Achitophel the Gilonire, 
David’s prime minifter, with two hundred men 
of Jerufalem, who came thither to facritice, 
without the Jeaft imagination of a confpiracy, 
But to make fhort of the matter, the plot took ; He gets him- 
and Abfalom, by the common voice of the pco- Ec erogeens 
ple, was proclaimed king. ee eee 
Davrp was fo furpriz’d at the news of a This perf- 
rebellious ufurpation, fo little expeéted, thar dious fhame- 
he ftood confounded, as if he had’been planet lefs ingrati- 
ftruck, upor the very thought of the impudence ?* a. id 
and ingratitude of his fon’s perfidioufnefs; avert , 
wretch that could fo foon forget his own late 
guilt, and his father’s mercy, as to revolt into 
afecond Apoitafy, fo much more flagitious 
than the former; for he was firft to lay vio- 
lent hands upon his father’s kingdom, though 
he himfelf knew it to be the fpecial gift 
of God; and after that, to practice upon his 
very life too. Now David being in this 
ftreight, bethought himfelf of paffing the ri- 
ver Jordan into fome place of more fecurity 5 
and 10, with the advice of fome of. his. inti- 
mate friends, what courfe to take in this f{edi- 
tious juncture, he refolved to leave the care of David leaves 
his palace to ten of his concubines; quit Je~ his palace to 
rufalem, an." commit the iflue to God. He ve conenS 
accordingly — varted with great multitudes of Gitte Hees 
people that cheartully adher’d to him, and lem, Ver. 16. 
join’d themfclves in his train, efpecially his 
own fix hundred friends, that kept fo clofe to 
him when he was hunted up and down by 
Saul, from one hiding-place to another. The - 
high-priefts, Abiathar and Zadock, and all the The high- 
Levites there, were for going with him too, Pricfs and 
and raking the ark along with them; but up- es ee 
on very good reafons he prevail’d with them him, but he 
to flay, telling them that God’s providence oppofes ir, 
was fufficient for his prefervation, without any Ver. 25. 
Ddd neceffiry 
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neceilicy of the holy ark being upon the place. 
The lat thing he faid to them was, that they 
fhould make fure et fome private way of in- 
tellizence to let him underitand trom ume to 
time of whatever pafs’d char might concern 
him to know ; and they acquitted themielves 
at thac commiiion with great taich and indut- 
trv; that isto fay, Ahimaaz the fon of ae 
dock, and Jonathan the fon of Abiat ve 
Ietai, the Gitrite, had fo great 2 zeal tor a 
own perfonal duty, and the fervice | ot his 
matter, thar he foreed himilely along: with him, 
though he prets’d him earnelily againil it. 

As David was going barefoot Up fount 
Olivet, and all che people in tears round about 
him, there came to hirn a metlénger with the 

tidings that Achitophel was gone over Fo the 
* Saction or Abtalom, which was one ol the 
mott fenfible difappointments chat had 2s yct 
betalicn him; wheretore Dasid prayed to 
Ged to intatuate him, and to turn his wifdem 
He was 2 clear-dighced man, 
ion in butinefs, and chere 
much dreaded, as the 
When he had guined 
look'd back upon the 

















into footithacts. 
and of gical penetratl 
yeas nothing David to 
peliev of his advice. 
the mountain’s top, he 
city, : yy 2 
thet was now taking his lat leave cf his so- 
vetpment; and whom fhould he mect there, 
hat his tewd friend and raithful tabjcct Hu- 
thai, with his garments torn, and alhes upon 
his head, lamenting the trantitory ftate and 
torcune of all things below the fun. David 
bad him be ci geod cheer, and bear the pre= 
font fituation or alfairs with relignation and 
patience; and urged him finally with great 
carnetine!s to go back again to Jerufelcm, 
where he might behave himfelf like one of 
Abfilem’s paity 5 pry into his _counfels and 
detigns, and Ly thwarting -\chitophel’s fenfc 
of things, do his maiter infinitely better, ier- 
vice, than by itaying wich him. Huthai yield- 
cd to his pérfustions; and fo taking his leave 
ef David, returned to Jerufalem, Abfalom 
himielf coming thither not long aiter. avid 
“ts in the mean while paffing forward, met with 
™ Ziba, the fervant cf Mephiboiheth, to whom 
e had committed the management of the 
ciate he had beftow’d upon the fon of his 
vay friend Jonathan. He was driving two 
hetore him, and offer’d David and his 
“1 to take what they pleas’d of what he had, 
sany thing they ik’d. The quel- 
uc to Ziba upon this occation, 
was become of his matter.’ ‘ He 
i him at Jerufalem, he fdaid, in hopes 
"* rhac upon the prefent dittraction of affairs, 
..* the peeple, in honour to the memory of his 
-* gather Saul, might be prevail’d upon to chufe 
him king? David had fuch an indignation 
rer this inuraticade, that he refum’d his grant 
er the lands made to Mcphibotheth, and be- 
towed them on Ziba, as the more deferving 
perfon of the two. This was an expretfion 
and a bounty thac were both very acceptable 
to Ziba. 

Davrip was fill advancing, and as he pafs’d 
near Bahurim, there came ou kinfman of 
Seal’s, whet namz was Shimei, the fon of 
Gera, and aflauleed him wich curfes, and with 
ftones; and the more David's triends took his 
piurten the ene dide, the mere foul and fcan- 
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calous was the rinbaldry cf Shimei on the 
erhen Hie call’d Davida bleod-fucker, the 
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caufe of all their miferics, and bad lim be 
gone out of the country, like an infolent cx- 
ecrable wretch as he was; giving God thanks 
for that retaliation upon him, by his fon, for 
the indignities that he had formerly put upon 
his Lord and father. Thefe rude and barba- 
rous outrages provok’d the indignation of eve- 
ry body that heard thems; and Abifliai had 
certainly kilV’d him for ic, if David had not nor hindery 
interpofed, and prevented it. 6 Pray hold him, Ver. y,' 
your hand, fays David, and do not add !?- 
mifchief to mifchiel. Things are bad cnough 

already, and do not you make them worte. 

T look upon all the clamours of this clown, 

as I do upon the bawling of a mad dog, 

that God had let loofe upon me; and his 

holy will be done. Why fhould you won- 

der at the unmannerly revilings of a {coun- 

drel, when at the fame time I am_ worfe 

treated by rmy own ungracious fon. But 

there is a merciful God above, who in the 

end will deliver the innocent out of the 

hands of their oppretlors, and give us vic- 

tory over all our enemies 3 wherefore in the 

name, and under the protection of that God, 

let us proceed forward in our journcy.” 

And fo as David advanced temperatcly on one 

tile of the mountain, Shimei ran railing and 

curling over-againft him on the other. Thcy 

came at aft, atter a long and a wearifome 

march, to the bank of the river Jordan, where 

David mufter’d and refrefl’d his troops. 

AsBsatom, and his great couniellor Achito- Abilom 
phel, were by this time come to Jerufalem, comes'e Je 
where they were received with fhouts and ac- jyqi in 
clamations by a vaft concourfe of people, and eoahee ie 
among the reft, by David’s friend Huthai, with with « Gol 
a God fave the king, and the withes to him of #ve the king 
2 long anda happy reign. Abfalom, upon oe 
this encounter, ask’d Huthai how it came to 44,’ oe 
pafs, thac he who was look’d upon to be fo 
eminent and. faithful a fervant to his father, 
fhould now defert his former matter, and come 
overto him? Hufhai antwer’d him difcreetly 
crough, ‘¢ That there was no contending with 
“ the will of God, and the confent of the 
people 5 and fo long as you have them on 
your fide, you may be fure of my fidelity. 

It is from God that you have receiv’d your 

Kingdom; and if you can think me worthy 

of a place in the number of thofe you will 

vouchfafe to own, you fhall find me as true 

to yourfelf, as cver I was to your father. 

No man is to account the prefent fate of 

things uneafy, fo long as the government 

continues in the fame line, end a fon of the 

fame family fecceeds to che throne.” 'Thefe 

words of Huthai to Abfalom, put an end to 

all jealoufies. 

‘Te thing they had now before them was, Abfalonc 

to refolve what fhould be done next, and Achi-a coun, 

tophel was prefently call’d' in, to advife about Nhat tak 

it, ‘The counfel he gave was, tor Abfalom to Achitophd 

go in and lie with all his father’s concubines. advifes hime 

‘© For this, fays he, will fix the people, and lic with © 

make them fo much the bolder and firmer his #8" 
Concubine 

to the prefent ftate, when they fhall fee the yer, 21 

breach advanced beyond all poffibility of 

reconciliation; for as matters now ftand, 

people will be apt to fay, why the father 

and the fon may come to an agreement yet 


Abifhai 
would have 
kal Shing, 


if David ha 


ce 


ce 
c¢ 
ce 
ce 
ce 


ce 


** for ought we know; and if they thould 
** chance to, adjuft differences in the conclu- 


** fion, where are we? fo that it will be dan- 
** gerous 
- @ 





Chap. FX. 


Abfilom “© »crousto declare under fuch an uncertainty.” 
sook hisad- Abfalom, in fhort, took Achitophel’s coun{cl, 
vice aa and commanded his fervants to ercét him a 
coe ancligné- tent in the palacc, where he lay with his fa- 
be fight ther’s concubines in the fight of the people. 





ty inthe I ee 

of the peo- "This was no more, in fine, than what the pro- 
ple, : 1% het Nathan foretold would befal David. 
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CHAP. IX. 


Achitophel’s counfel for the deftroying of David ; 
Fiiifhaéi oppofes it, and carries. it againft hii. 
Achitophel hangs himfelf upon the difappoint- 
mcut. Abfalon makes Amaze his general; 

fights a batile with his father, aud lofes the 

day. A bough takes up Abfalom by the hair 
of the headin his flight, and Foab runs him 


through with bis javelii. 
2 Sam. xvii. F TER the cxecution of this counfel 
given by Achitophel, the next qacition 
was, what they were firft to do in profecution 
of the war? His anfwer was this, “ That if 


chitophel _ 
ee ren © they would but pac him at the head of ten 
thoutand “ rhoufand * choice m2n, he would undertake 
men, pon. ¢¢ therewith to deftroy David, and fecure the 


tae “« publick peace to the people, and the go- 


David’s head, © Vernment to Abfalom both in one.” Abta- 
or forfeit hi» Lom was much of Achitophcl’s opinion; but 
own, V-15233- willing however to have Hufhai’s alfo, he put 
ittohim, what he thought on’t. Hufhai (chat 
was David’s true friend, and ever fo reputed) 
finding the advice to be fhrewd and dangerous, 
did what he could to divert Abfalom trom it 
by giving his judgment another way, after this 
fathion. ‘¢ Sir, fays he, I need not tell you 
“ that your father is a valiant man, and that 
he hath a great many brave men about him ; 
with whom in all encounters he hath ever 


“© come off victorious. You know him to be 
“© a foldier too, and 2 man of ftratagem, as 
** well as of courage. He will moft infalli- 
«¢ 


bly have advice of our approach; and infome 
“avalley, wood, or behind fome rock per- 
“¢ haps, lic ready to betray us into an ambuth: 
“ or fuppofe we fhould attempt to engage 
“ them, they will order the matter fo as to 
“* manage their retreat by little and little, till 
“* they have drawn us into the fnare, and Da- 
“ vid’s whole body to fii in upon us before 
* we know where we are. Now Ifubmit my- 
“ felt to your judgment, betwixt the con- 
“¢ fternation it will caufe on the one hand, and 
“© the encouragement it will give on the other, 
“* what a confufion this way of proceeding will 
** create among us: and now you have heard 
** both opinions, you may follow either Achi- 
** tophel’s or mine, which is moft to your 
“ liking.” But having given you my thoughts 
thus far now, what.we are not to do, I muft 
crave leave to tell you what I think advifable 


Hepes under ourcircumitances to be done.’ “ Let the 
potestoen- . Whole nation of the Hebrews be fummon’d 
counter Da- ** to appear with all their troops at fome cer- 
ee the tain time and placc, to make war againft 
rene dy 6 David : and when they are met, do you your- 
the nation, “© felf (fays he to Abfalom) take the command 
and Abfalom “* Of the whole into your own hand, without 
Hae to“ trafting to deputies. When this is done, 
big, =“ David’ muft cither expofe himfelf in the 


the Antiquities of the JEws. 


19 





ce 


plain field, or otherwife fly to faftnefies, 
ftrong holds, wall’d towns, and the like. 
If he keep the plains, his forces are fo few 
and inconfiderable, compared to the many 
thoufands in If{rael, wholly devoted to your 
intereft, who will value themfelvcs upon an 
opportunity being offer’d themto exert their 
zeal in fervice of their prince and country, 
that your power and ftrength being hereby 
fo much fuperior to his, you are fure of ob- 
taining an cafy conqueftoverhim. Or if he 
fhall go the other way to work, of hiding 
and skulking upand down, tokecp upon the 
defenfive, there are twenty ways, by mi- 
ning, battcring, flarving, and the like, that 3 
will certainly reduce him.” They were al} Huthaicar- | 
° . . ~ Ties 10 against 
fo unanimoufly for his advice, that Abfalom Achitophel, 
himfclf gave his voice tor him, even in prefe- 
rence to the counfel of Achitophel. But it is 
to be noted, that the hand of God was in all 
this. 

Husuaz, upon this refult, made all poffible ryumai com- 
hafte to the high-priefts Zadock and Abia- municates | 
thar, with an account of what had_pafg’d ac this immenti- 
the council betwixt Achitophcl and himielt, ey ea 
and how things were carricd; dcfiring them wy edotk cand 
to difpatch an exprefs immediately away with Abiathar, 
it to David, with a caution, by all means to Ver. i+ 
pafs the river Jordan that very night; for if 
his fon fhould cither get intelligence where he 
was, or change his mind, he might fall in up- 
on him before he could get over. 

Tue high-prieftshad provided lodgings for i sid 
theirfons out of the town, and a faithful maid- €PFty.ane 
fervant at hand to carry them the intelligence, tions co pats 
which they were to ctranfmit forthwith to Da- the Jordan 
vid. Upon the receipt of this information, thar very 

eli night, V. 16. 
they made what hafte they could withir, as 6" 
became dutiful and faithful fervants. But by 


ce 
ee 
ce 


Meflengers 


‘the time they were advanced about two fur- 


longs-f upon their way, they were difcover’d. 
by certain horfe-men; and Abfalom having 
notice of it, gave order prefently for the taking 
of them up. The meflengers were quickly 
aware of their danger, and fo turned out of 
the way towards Bahurim, a {mall village near 
Jerufalem ; where they met with a woman 
who was fo charitable as to conceal them, 
by letting them down into a well, and throwing 
fome skins of beafts over the mouth of it. This 
matter was no fooner ordered, but the purfuers 
came up to the houfe, and examined the wo- 
man very ftri¢tly, whether fhe had feen any 
fuch men or not. She could not deny, fhe faid, 
that two fuch men drank at the gate juft now, 
and fo went their way; but, fays fhe, if you 
make hafte after them, they may eafily be over- 
taken. When they had fearch’d up and down 
along time after them to no mannerof purpofe, 
they returned to their quarters with their la- 
bour for their pains. So foon as the woman 
faw that all was fafe, and the coaft clear, fhe 
drew the young men_out of the well; and 
they profecuted their Journey time enough to 
give David afeafonable account what Ablalom 
wasa doing. It was late before they got thi- 
ther, but David, however, got ‘his people 
over the water the fame night. 
Ir ftuck in Achitophel’s ftomach, that Ab- Achitophel 
falom fhould rejeét_ his counfel, and at the lays it to 


fame time embrace Huthai’s: fothat he mount- re 
uthai’s 


ter ccnerrneerene—ereeene COUNfE! taken, 


* 2 Sam. xvii. 1. The number of men required by Achitophel for the executing this exploit, was twelve thoufand. 


t Viz. about a quarter of a mile. 


and his rejec- 
ted, V. 23. 
ed 
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“ would poflefs the cnemy with an apprehen- 
“¢ fion, that he had another frefh army in re- 
“ ferye.? This motive carry’d it, and the 
king was prevail’d upon to flay at Mahanaim. 
David then adjur’d his friends by all the ties 
of honour, gratitude, and confcience, to ac- 
quit themfclves in their duty; and in cafe God 
thould give them a victory, to fpare the life 
of the young man; for he durft not truit him- 
{elf with his own life after the death of Ab- 
falom. This was follow’d with a thoufand 
bleflings and good withcs; and fo he difpatch- 
ed them to the army. 

Wuew Abfalom faw that Joab had drawn 
up his divifion upon a plain, with a wood at 
his back, he difpos’d of his own troops like~ 
wife into the fame form over againft the other. 
When the two bodics came to engage, there The arm{ 
was great bravery fhew’d on both fides. “Lhe engage ah 
one contending for the recovery of what Da- the firt 
vid had loft, and the other for the detence and charge was 
maintenance of what Abfalom had got; and ¥"ry a ; 
there was nothing that David’s men were not PENOEREAES 
refolv’d citherto do, or fuffer; fo they might 
but avenge the father upon the apoftaly of a 
rebellious fon. Abfalom’s men fought a good 
while upon a point of honour, and to avoid 
the infamy of being worfted by fo incontider- 
able a party. David’s men, on the other hand, 
for the glory of routing fo many thoufands of 
the enemy upon fuch a difproportion. In the 
conelufion, David’s veterans behav’d bravely, 
and like themfelves; for they broke the enc- 
my’s order, and put them to a total rout, get- Joxb in the 
ting the chace of them over woods, moun- end puts the 
tains and craggs, which way focver they fled: see - 
fume they kill’d; fome they took ; and more y.6, 7.8. 
were loft in the purfuic than in the battle. 
Near 2coco men were reputed to be flain in Twenty 
that day’s action. Now Abfalom was fo re- thoufand 
markable both for his beauty, and his ftature, Kill’ upon, 
that he was every body’smark: fo that for fear Eeesats 
of being taken alive, he mounted the feeteft 
mule he could lay hands on, and ficd away as 
faft as her heels could carry him. But by the 
celerity of her courfe, the force of the wind 
blew up his hair, fo that it catch’d hold on 
the fhagged bough of a tree; and the_ mule ' 
running forward from under | him, left him Edn 
dangling in the air, and continu’d her f{peed, Paieiog ie 


asif fhe had had her rider ftill upon her back. oy, 7 bongh, 
Once of David’s foldicrs faw this, and carry’d by the hair 
the tidings thereof to Joab, who bad him go o! the head, 
quickly, and difpatchhim, and he fhould have V*" 
fifty fhekcls of filver{| for his pains. No, 

fays the foldicr, I would not do fucha thing to 

the fon of my lord and maftcr for two thou- 

fand: cfpecially confidering the charge the 

king gave in your hearing, not to touch the 

the lite of the young man. Joab hereupon 
commanded him to conduét him to the place : 
where he faw him hanging; which when he Joab fri 
came to, he pierced him through the heart with ae kis 


javelin, V ly 


























ed his afs, and went home to Galmon, where 
he called his family together, and told them 
the advice he had given Abfalom; bur that 
he would not follow it; and that in a fhort 
time, thac retufal would be his ruin; for Da- 
vid would certainly get the better of him, and 
feon after recover his kingdom. ‘¢ Now 1 
«© is more honourable for me, fays he, to 
«© die with refolution like a gentleman, chan 
“ to wait Ineaking cill David returns, a 
‘< then to be put toa {eandalous death at laft 
«© for the fervices I have done the fon againtt 
& the father.” With thefe words he wirh- 
drew into a private apartment in his houfe, 
and hang’d himiclt, in the confeience of 2 ieli= 
condemnation: his relations atcerward taking 
care tor his funeral. 

Davin, being now over the river Jordan, 


as atorefaid, came to Mahanaim *, the faireit 
and the ttrongeit city in that tract ot land ; 
24-ychere he was treated by the principal perions 
et thewhole country, with the higheit inftances 
er genereticy and good-will imaginable 5 part- 

Is cue ef humanity, with a regard to the ne- 

Ceflities of his proient condition, and partly 

cut of a reverence to the memory of his tor~ 

rier state. There was Siphar, a prince of 

“Ammon: Barzillai and Machir, two princi- 

pal men of Gilead, &c, Thefe generous per~ 
“ns tock fech care of David, and his people, 
hat they wanted neither beds, bread, wince, 
Toth, nor any thing elfe that might be necef- 

fury, cither for their fubfiftance, or for their 
reirefhment. 
AssaLom, in the mean time, was gottcn 
ever the river with a mighty army againit his 
Aprdomen- father, and encamped net far from Mahanaim, 
32 town of Gilead, having made his kiniman 
wy Amafa general, in the place of Joab: Amafa 
being the fon of Jothar by Abigail. Now 
Abigail, and Zecruiah, the mother of Joab, 
wrere David's filters. 

Tue king tock a review of his men, and 
found himfelf upon the mufter to be only four 
thoufand + ftrong; but ver with this handful 
of anarmv, he chofe rather to act the part of 
unaggreficr, than to lie ftill upon his guard 
till Abfalom thould give the attack. So that 
ke prefently conitituted his officers, and divided 
the little bedy of his army into three parts: 
Joabhad che firtt divifion ; Abifhai, the fecond 5 
ind his old friend Ictai the Gittite, the third. 
David weuld needs have gone himfelf in per- 
ton, but his triends, for very geod _reafons, 
cnpefed ic; for, faid they, “ It we fhould be 
‘* beaten, and you vourfelf in the ficld, the 
‘© whole caufe Would be lott without any hope 
_ ef reofcuree, But otherwile, if one divifion 
és dhould have the ill hap to be worfted, the 
, they told David, might repair to him- 
tbe impowered thereby to reinforce 
ta make another pufh foric. Be- 
hz king’s not being upon the fpot, 
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'Caflray] in Heb. [Mshanaim.] This word is fometimes ufed appellatively, and 
‘ 2 place; when appeHlatively, it may be tranflated into Englifh [the camp 3] when 
goof 3 ‘Currster.} It derived its origin from Jacob’s returning out of Mefopotamia into 
wiin Gen. xxm 1, 2. And Jacob went on his way, and the angels of God met him. And when 
a, he faid, This is God's hoft ; and he calledthe name of thar place Mahanaim.’’ i.e. the camp, 
» who pitched their tents by his. Afterwards a city was built here, which, from that circumftance, 
¢ of Mahauaim. 
ig Sam. xviii. 1. from whence this is taken, the expre(s number is not mentioned. 
bic. About fis pounds nine thillings and two pence Englifh money, fappofing, as we have before, that a fhe- 
feven pence; bur in 2 Sam. xviii, 11. “tis no more than ten fhekels of filver, that is, 
ter. pence, and a girdle; the valuc of which, might perhaps make up the SS 
1s 




















Chap. 


‘oab founds 
h retreat, anc 
‘ojyes OVET 
5 : 
che chace, 
2 Sam. XVIIL 
16. 


Ahimaaz 
prefies to 
carry David 
the firft news 
of the victo~ 
ty, Ver. 19. 


Joab rather 
fends Cufhi, 
Ver, 21. 
Ahimaaztries 
Joab a fe- 
cond time to 
let him go, 
and Joab 
gives him 
lave, Ver. 
22; 23. 


Ahimaaz tells 

David only of 

the victory, 
crest.” 


lretreat to take his men off from the chace, 
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his javelin. His armout-bearers that were | Ahimaaz anfwer’d him, that fo foon as ever he 
then’ prefent, took down the body from the faw. the enemy routcd, he came away imme- 
tree, and caft it into a deep pit, piling a great | diately’ with the, inrelligence ; but that he 
heap of ftoncs upon it, in the form of a fe- | heard a.mighty clamour and fhouting all the 


Ichre. ‘This being’done, Joab founded a | while, upon the purfuit of Abfalom; and Joab 
eeee 2 J fent him away in fuch hafte, that ‘his sien 


were only to carry the news of the viétory, 

without any mention of Abfalom. By this Cufhi, after 

time Cufhi was at the king’s feet,, with the him, tells 

tidings of a viétory ; and the king putting the David both 
ae 2 =. ©. of the victory 

fame queftion to him, as to the other, viz. Sud of the 

What was become of Abfalom? 





























and fave the effufion of more blood in a civil 
war. Abfalom had already ereéted.a marble 
column, with an infcription upon it, in a place 
call’d the King’s Valley, fome two furlongs * 
from Jerufalem, which he call’d by. the name 
of the Hand of Abfalom, to perpetuate his 
memory, as he faid, even if he fhould leave 
no children behind him. He had three fons, 
and one daughter, who was marricd to Reho- 
boam the fon of Solomon, by whom. he had 
Abia, his next immediate fucceflor; but of this 
we fhall fay more: hereafter. 


May it be, death of Ab- 

** fays Cufhi, with all the enemics of my lord falom, Ver. 

“ the king as it is with Abfalom.” Thefe words 31» 3% 

turned a day of joy and triumph into a day 

of mourning. It prov’d fo to the king, for 

the lofs of Abfalom; and to the people alfo; 

for David withdrew himfelf upon it out of David's paf- 

fight, to the top of one of the higheft turrets fonute ane 
: is ae orts for the 

about the city, beating his breaft, and tearing Jon) of his 

his hair, with crics and exclamations; ‘ Ah fon, 2 Sam. 

*“ my fon Abfalom, my fon Abfalom, ah that xix. 4. 

“* I. myfelf could have but died with thee, 

** my fon!” Now David was in his own na= 

ture extremely fond and tender of all his 

children, but his love to Abfalom was in a 

more intenfe degree than to any of the reft. 

This difcouraged Joab and the army-from en- 

tering the town in’ a triumphant manner, fince 

the king appeared overwhelm’d with forrow 

for the fuccefs; fo that they came in with 

dolefal countenances, hanging down their 

heads, and looking-more like men conquered, 

than conquerors. David, in fhort, continued. 

fo long in this way of an abandon’d dejection, 

that Joab, without any more ado, broke in 

upon him in the very agony of his paffion, to 

reafon and expoftulate the matter with him. 

**. Sir, fays he, do you know what you do? Joab's bold 

are you aware of the difhonour you bring s Be ae 

yourfelf by this wilful and effeminate way desing ith 
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CHAP. X. 

David's grief for Abfalom, and Foab’s plain- 
dealing with hin. Shimei pardowd. The 
tribe of Fudab goes out to receive David; and 
the reft fall off at the inféigation of Sheba. 
David fends Amafa after Sheba. Foab meets 
him, and treacheroufly kills bine, and then fol- 
Jews Sheba, and brings bis head to David 
himfelf. The Ifraclites punifbed with a fa- 
mine for Saul’s breach of faith with the Gi- 
Zeonites, and then punifo’d again with a pefti- 
lence for David's numbering the people. 


BS ALOM being now dead, : his peo- 
A ple flipp’d away by ftealth every man to 
his own home; Ahimaaz, the fon of Zadock 
the high-pricft, making it his fuir to Joab, 
that he might be the man to carry David the 
firft news of the victory, as being the work 


of God’s power.and providence. Joab gave 
him this anfwer, that it would not look well 
for him who had been always heretofore the 
meflenger of good news to the king, to be now 
the firit man to tell him of his fon’s death. 
So Joab call’d to Cufhi, and fent him on the 
errand, and that he fhould tell the king what. 
he himfelf had fecn... Ahimaaz intrcated Joab 
a fecond time, to let him carry the tidings 
only of the victory, but not of the death of 
Abfalom. Joab upon this importunity gave 
him leave, and he knowing the neareft way 
better than the other, got thither before him. 
David was at this time fitting at the gate, in 
a longing expectation to know the event of 
the battle, when a. fcout brought him word, 
that he faw one come running that .way, but 
he was too raroff to difcern who it was. The 
king looked upon it as a good omen, and the 
{cout immediately upon this told the king that 
he difcover’d another, which gave him fill 
more hope than before. ‘The meffenger being 
now come within diftance, was found to be 
Ahimaaz, the fon of Zadock the high-prieft, 
who came firft. “* Well, fays David, this is 
“ the man that moft certainly brings me good 
““ tidings.” ‘The words were hardly pait his 
lips, when Ahimaaz: caft himfelf -at David's 
feet to do him -reverence, who. asked him 
What news from the army? 'To:which he re- 
plicd, great fuccefs and victory. David ask’d 
him then, what was become of Abfalom ? 















‘as pitied us. 


of impotent lamentations? Why, it makes David, Ver. 
you look as if you had a hatred for your 5: 5s 7. 
fricnds, that have. fav’d -your life at the ha 


_zard of their own; nay, for yourfelf and 


your family too; and at the fame time, as 
great a kindnefs even for thofe of your ene= 
mics, which divine juftice hath taken away 
in your favour, by the ftroke of a moft righ- 
teous vengeance. If Abfalom had carried 
the day, and fettled himfelf in his ufurpa- 
tion, who do you think, Sir, would have 
bemoaned, cither your fate, or ours, in fuch 
a cafc? for we fhould moft certainly have 
been cur to pieces, every creature of us: 
Nay, you yourfelf, and your children,would 
have fallen the firft victims to their cruelty ; 
then your enemics would have rejoic’d and 
gloried. in your ruin, and it would have 
been death for any man to have. but fo much 
Pray, Sir, does not your 
conicience as well as your honour check you 
for this intemperate tendernefs, for the me- 
mory of fo implacable an enemy. He was 


-your-fon, ’tis true, .buc a moft ungracious 


one; and you cannot be juft to God’s pro- 
vidence, without acknowledging the blef= 
fing of his being taken away. Pray put on 
a cheerful countenance, and fhew yourfelf 


.to your people, and tell-them, that it is to 
‘their loyalty and. bravery, nexe under God, 


that you are indebted for the honour of this 





* Viz. about a quarter of a mile. 


Eee “© day; 
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tor if vou go on as you have begun, 
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“das 
{will infallibly caufe your z 
‘ your army to rejeét you, and place another 
*\ Ga the throne; ‘and ‘then you will find a 
‘ more real and fenfible evil to affli@t yourfelf 
* for” 
oab’s blunt Tuis bold and blunt liberty of Joab brought 
Phat brings David in fome meafure to himfelf again; — 
juotelf again, (O take care of his government and people ; 
sam six. s. fo thar he fhew’d himfelf ac che gate In a more 
popular way of addrefs, and with more of fa- 
tista¢tion in his countenance. This change of 
humour wrought fo ¢ffcctually upon the peo- 
ple, thar they came in multitudes trom all 
parts to pay him their reverence. : 
‘Somes Wu1Le matters were in this difpofition, 
people make Abfalom’s men that fled from the late battle, 
sblick ac- and were got home again, fent meffengers up 
= and down, from place to place, to mind their 
friends of the infinite obligations they lay un- 
der to David upon all accounts, and particular- 
ly for the toils and hazards he had undergone 
in his own perfon, for the vindication of their 
liberty ; how ungrateiully they had bchav’d 
themfelves in their revolt, &c. and what had 
they more to do now, than to lay themiclves 
at his feet; beg his pardon, and befeech him 
once again to receive them into his care and 
protection, as formerly; efpecially the perfon 
being now gone, whom they had moft unjuft- 
iy and injurioufly fet up in his ftead. The 
King had ‘addrefles of this kind fent him in 
abundance, which he ftill communicated by 
letters to the high-priefts Zadock and Abia- 
~ thar, with certain hints, how they were to 
manage the heads of the tribe of Judah to- 
ward his reftoration. And they infinuated 
accordingly, how great a fhame ic would be 
for them to ftand looking on, and let others 
before them, in doing 2 common right to 
2 prince fo generous, and of their own tribe 
ond extraétion. This way of proceeding ; 
created an emulation among them, who fhould 
be toremoft. They were likewfe to cxpoftu- 
late the matter with Amafa, the enemy’s ge- 
th : : o 
he eral, how it came to pafs that he himfelf, the 
al, ibid. nephew of David by his own fifter, fhould 
not difpofe the army to a fenfe of their duty, 
and the reftoring of the government to the 
right owner. ‘They told Amafa, that for 
what was paft, he might be fure of his pardon; 
and they doubted not but he might have the 
fame command under David that he had an- 
der Abfalom. 

Tue high-pricfts dealt after this manner 
with the principals of the tribe, and upon the 
atorefaid affurance brought Amafa over to 
David. The tribe of Judah were the firft 
(and they did it ealily too) that fent their 
commiifioners to invite the king back to the 
exercife of his government; and betwixt the 
influence of this example, and the credit of 
_ Amafa, they were all to attend, and receive 
* the king at Jerufalem. The tribe of Judah 
oy, Wer, Were remarkably the forwardeft of the whole 

: bedy, and the moit officious in their refpects ; 
for they went to the very bank of the river 
Jordan to meet him. ‘There was Shimei the 
fon of Gera for one, at the head of a thoufand 
Benjamites; and there was Ziba alfo, Saul’s 
treeman, with his fifteen children, and twen- 
ty fervants; who, together with the tribe of 









ve 
> 











at 


1 awe 
i xCOLwm 
t 

















EPHUS of Book VII 


Upon his coming to the river, the tribe of 


kingdom and] Judah were the firik that faluted him; and 


Shimei then advancing to the bridge, threw Shine? beg, 
himfelf at David’s tect, begging his pardon a pa 
for the indignities he had put upon him; be- oe “ 
{eeching him to pafs it all over, and that ic 7°” 
might never rife in judgment againft him when 
he thould be re-inftated in his kingdom; de- 
firing moreover, that his early repentance and 
return to his allegiance might atrone for his 
paft faults. “¢ Well, fays Abifhai, Joab’s bro- 
*© ther, (who was then within dittance of hear 
ing and feeing all chat pafs’d) and do you 
think to come off fo calily, that could have 
the face to blafpheme the king that God 
hath fet over you, at fo unpardonable a 
rate?” € Be quiet, you fons of Zeruiah ; 
pray be quict, fays David, without blowing 
the coal, and ftirring up new broils; for I 
would have you look upon this as the firft 
day of my reign, and to take notice of what 
I do aow declare upon my oath. I do free- 
ly forgive all the werld, and I do promife 
that no perfon fhall fuffer for any thing done 
againit mc, or againit any body eclfe ior my 
fake, of what kind or quality foever; fo 
that you may fet your heart ae reft, Shimci, 
your life is in no danger.” Upon which 
affurance he made his reverence, and went his 
way. 

Arter him came Mephibofheth, Saul’s 
grandfon, in as forlorn and uncouth an ap- 
pearance as one could well imagine ; for upon 
the king’s being forced away from his palace, 
this good man, reckoning the king’s calamity 
as his own, bound himfelf by a vow, never to 
cut his hair, or change his cloaths, till ir 
might pleafe God to reftore him, Ziba took Mephibo- 
this opportunity of traducing his mafter to the fheth tra- 
king; for upon David’s asking him how he pe on 
came to leave him when he was under perfes yoo 2h-35" 
cution, he laid the fault upon Ziba, for not 
obeying his orders; buton the contrary, treat- 
ing him like a flave, motwithftanding the ex- 
prefs charge he had given him to haye all nc- 
ceffaries in readinefs for his journey. ‘* But 
“ Sir, fays he, if I had the ufe of my legs, 
“© as other people have, this fhould not have 
hinder’d me neither. Nay, Sir, fays he, 
and which is more, he has not only difap- 
pointed me in the exercife of my duty, but 
I perceive he has done me fpiteful offices, and 
afperfed my character to yourfelf alfo; but 
Sir, you are fo juft, and fo great a lover of 
God, and of truth, that I am fure your 
generofity and your wifdom will never cn- 
tertain a calumny to my prejudice. Our 
family have had the experience of your piety, 
modefty, and goodnefs, toa degree never 
to be forgotten, in paffing over and pardon- 
ing the innumerable hazards and perfecutions 
that you were expofed unto in the days, and 
by the contrivance of my grandfather; 
when all our lives were forfeited, and in 
your power, and at mercy : but then after . 
all this gracious tendernefs, your fuperad- 
ding the honour of taking me to your table 
as a friend, and as a gueft, and a perfon 
likewife fo obnoxious, in regard of my re- 
lations, nothing could be either greater, or 
more obliging.” David heard all this, 
without either animadverting upon Mephibo- 


Shimei pare 
don’d, V. % 


Mephibo- 
dheth, Saul 
grandfon, 
Ver. ad. 


The loyalty 
and gratitude 
of Mephibo- 
fheth, ibid. 


Judah, laid a bridge over theriver, forthe more | fheth, or putting Ziba’s credit to the teft; 


commodious paffage of David and his troops, 


but he told him, that having given the whole 
eftate 
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on 


eftate to Ziba, he would order him the one 
half of it back again. “ Nay, Sir, fays Mc- 
“ phibofhcth, fo long as I have the fatisfaction 
“ of feeing my Jord the king upon his throne 
“ again, even Ict Ziba take the whole and 
“<¢ welcome.” 
Barzillsi al- Kine David in the time of the war had 
nas faithful been much beholden for feveral good offices to 
tothe king, Barzillai, the Gileadite; a great man to all 
2$am. xix. 32- good and honourable purpofes; and this Bar- 
zillai would needs bring the king onward of 
pwid's kind his way to the river Jordan. The king prefs’d 
javitationto him with great carncftnefs to go thorough 
him, Ver. 33- with him to Jerufalem, promifing that he 
would be as good as a father to him, and that 
he fhould want nothing that might be a relief 
and a refrefhment to his old age. But he cx- 
cus’d himfelf, that he fhould be more at cafe 
in a private way of life, than in the fplendor 
Barzillui ex-. and luxury of a palace. “ He was now cighty 
cufes himfelf “© years of age, he faid, and paft the relith of 
from a court- « Court-pleafures; having no other bufincfs in 
aan es “ the world than to prepare for death, and 
BEES “€ to give orders for his funeral; wherefore 
he begg’d his majefty’s leave to retire home 
again, where he might’ more conveniently 
govern himfelf after his own fafhion, His 
tafte was now gone, as to the fatisfaction 
of delicious meat and drink; and fo for 
the- delights of finging, dancing, revels, 
harmonious conforts of inftruments, or 
voices, and the like. His hearing was 
deaded and loft, he faid, and he had no 
“ longer any fenfe of thefe entertainments.” 
The king, in fine, was prevail’d upon at length 
to part with him; but upon condition, fays 
he, that your fon * Achimanus fhall go along 


a0° 


The king» 
takes Barzil- 
hai'sfon Achi- 


1 . : 7 
an hia with me, and take his part in the beft offices 
Ver. 38. I can do him. Barzillat, with ali dutiful ac 


knowledgments, left his fon with the king; 
and taking his leave with the moft paffionate 
wifhes of a long and profperous reign to him, 
he returned to his own home. 
David had Wuen David came to Gilgal, he had one 
half the na~ half of the whole nation with him, and the 
tion with him tribe of Judah intire. ‘There came to him fe- 
at Gilgal, and . . a 
thewhole veral of the prime men of the ‘country, ac- 
tribe of Ju- companied with a vaft rnultitude of pcople, 
dah, Ver, ac. and charg’d the tribe of Judah with taking 
too much upon them. in going to the king, 
without confulting their brethren; whereas 
they ought unanimoufly to have. gone toge- 
ther. The heads of the tribe of Judah de- 
fired the reft not to take any thing amifs in 
their going before; for they look’d upon it as 
a duty incumbent on them for kindred fake, 
which made them the more carneft and officious 
upon that confideration. They did nor pro- 
pofe any advantage to themfelyes, they faid, 
by being fo forward; neither had they given 
any caufe of offence by their carlinefs, to thofe 
that came after them. ‘The heads of the other 
tribes were not at all pleas’d with this way of 


iselag reafoning. “ Pray how come you, they cry’d, 
excemtiene, ** to engrofs the king to yourfelves, as if he 
sceptions, Be & : y > 

and expoftu- were not our king as well as yours? For 


te the mat- “© he is by God’s providence indifferently the 
*) Ver.43. “© governor of us all; fo that if we are eleven 
“ parts of the whole, and- you but one, and 
“© confequently valuable in comparifon accord- 





* Scrip. Chimham. ‘ 


** ing to that proportion, you have certainly 


** done very ill in ftealing away to the king 

** by yourfelves, without acquainting us,” 

While the great men were in hot debate about Sheba, a man 

this affair, up ftood Sheba the fon of Bichri, a Of 4 violent 

Benjamice, (2 man of a fadtious and turbu- nh ean 

lent fpirit,) and call’d out with a loud voice ™ 

in the middle of the crowd, ‘ What do they 

“ talk to us for of a part in David? or what 

“* have we to do with the fon of Jefle?” So 

he caufed the trumpet to be founded, with a A trumpét 

proclamation for the people to depart to their founded toa 
s rebellion; 

tents, and thereupon a war was denounced jyiq 

againft David. The multitude fell off into A war de- 

the party and intcreft of Sheba, faving only nounced | 

the tribe of Judah, who ftood by the king, Scant ats 

and condaéted him to Jerufalem. © The firit Oily tie 

thing he did there, was to clear his palace of tribe of Ju- 

his concubines, which his fon Abfalom had dal: to con- 

proftituted in the fight of the people; but he oe 2 

had them provided for elfewhere, with all phe aie 

fairnefs of ref{peét, as before ; though he him- 

felf had never more to do withthem. Heé 

made Amafa his general, in the place of Joab, 

giving him orders to draw what troops he 

could get together out of the tribe of Judah, 

and bring them to him in three days, that he 

might be ready to march out with them againft 

the fon of Bichri. Amafa went about his bu- 

finefs; but finding he could not gather toge~ 

ther an army fo foon as he expected, and out 

ftaying his time, David, upon the third day 

difcours’d the matter to Joab.  “ This bu- 

* finefs of Sheba, fays he, isa thing not to 

be trifled with; wherefore do you immeé~ 

diately take what forces you have at hand, 

with the fix hundred veterans, and fo with= 

out any delay, take your brother Abifhai 

along with you, and march directly away 

after the fon of Bichris fight him where+ 

foever you find him, before he draws his 

party into a body; atd take care to prevent 

him from putting himfelf in poffeffion of 

fortified cities and ftrong holds; for if he 

once does that, he may perhaps coft us more 

trouble to fubdue him, than Abfalom did.’ 

Joab, in the fame inftant, pofted forward with Joab ad- 

his brother, and the troops that were afligned vances witli 

him to fearch for Sheba. At his coming to ee 

Gibeon, a village fome forty furlongs {| from £073 ont She 

Jerufalem, he met Amafa upon his march in pa, Ver. 7. 

the head of a gallant army. Armhafa advan- Joab mects 

cing toward him to embrace him, Joab, with Amaia at eg 

a breaft-plate upon his body, and his fword pooyor a 

girt to him, going to mect him, induftrioufly prave army; 

dropp’d his {word out of the fcabbard, and and Amafa 

prefently catch’d it up again, with one hand, cee g 

while he took Amafa by the beard with the Jeab wedee 

other, as if it had been to have kifs’d him 3 pfrerence of 

but fheathed it in his guts, fo that he died Kiting Amafs 

upon the place. Now what was the provo- fabs him, 

cation all this while to commit fo impious V°F-% ?* 

and execrable a barbarity upon fo worthy a 

youth, nay and his kinfman too; but a mali- 

cious envy of his preferment, and a jealoufy 

of his being too great in the king’s favour. 

It was much upon the fame ground that he 

had already murder’d Abner; and much after 

the fame treacherous manner that he did it As he had 


too. Tis true, that in the former cafe he murder’ 
Abner be- 


: fore. 


a 
n 


t The Scripture 2 Sam xx. 6, 7. fays, it was to Abifhai, and that Joab’s men went out after him, &c. 


i] Viz. about five Italian miles, which make fomething more than four of Englifh meafure. 
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might appear to have fome {pecious colour for 
it in che revenge of his brother Hazacl, but 
tor this fecond murther he had not word 
to fay in his own vindication. 

Upow the death of Amafa, Joab profecuted 
his march to look out Sheba; leaving only one 
man with the general’s body, with order to 
make proclamation thorough the army, that 


ve he was an ill man, and but ferv’d according to 


his defert, detiring all thofe chat were for the 
kine ta follow Joab, and his brother A bithal.* 
While the bedy Iny expofed in the way, there 
were multitudes wither’d together, as 1s wfual 
in fuch cates, gazing upon it with aftoni fhment < 
{o that he who had it in charge, gor ic out of 
the way to a village, where he Jodg’d it in 
a houle, and threw acoat over it; and fo foon 
as the furprize was removed, the foldiers 
miarch'd terward after theircommanders. Joab 
kad by this tinic purfued Sheba almoft quite 
thorodgh che land of Ifracl; and getting In- 
t_Iigenece et lait, thac he had fheleer?d him- 
iif ia a ftrong town call’d Abcl-Maacha 4, 
foab erder’d the place to be prefemtly be- 
{ and a trench caftupabout it; and at the 
ne to have it ply'd wich mines and 
; being refoly’d co deftroy it, even 
he alrone ef ihutting their gates againtt 








the ¢ x of the town, a geod and « pru- 
Gent womun, out of azeal for the fervice of 
her country in that cxtremiry, mounted the 
wall, and call out 29 Joab from the bartle- 
ments, to {peak 2 word with him out of the 
hearing ofthe foldicrs. Joab did as fhe de- 
fired, and the dilcourte fhe made hina was to 
this perpole: “¢ Whereas God, fays dhe, has 
* oiyen us kings and governours to protect us 
init our enemics, and to maintain and 
ferve us in peace and unity one with an- 
, here you are come, withoutany inju- 
¥, OF provocation, to ruin one of che mott 
eminent citics in the whole land of Ifrael.” 


So 


1 
$0 soe 


fa es a : 
Joub at this exprefs’d his utter abhorence of fo 


foul a decd; and faid, he hoped God would 
1. 


always keep him in a better mind; adding, 

that he was fu darirom having the leaft thought 
imitting anv unneceflary violence on this 
s city, or cf doing harm to any one per- 
It, thac if the pecple would but deliver 
2 


e 
that rebellious fon of Bicnri, to 
in the fame moment draw 
. Uponthis promife and declara- 
eman cal’d out to Joab, only to 
e patience, and Shcba’s head fhould 
down to him over the wall She 
<upen this, tothe citizens, to reafon 
with them. ‘“ Are you then refol- 
sie, ike a company of wicked 
d tor the fake of a wicked wretch, 
ind ea mcer franger to you, to facri Ace your 
8, your wives, and your children, 
ado wicked a manner too? what 
a dene tor you, to balance the ob- 
you hare to David? or, fetting 
or arzuments, arc you able, do 
2 











“ army.” The reafon of the thing was fo Sheba’s head’ 
plain and evident, that they cut off Sheba’s ae nnd 
head by confent, for a compofition, and caft it the wall,” 
over the wall: whereupon the ficge was forth- Ver. 22. 
with rais’d; andthe pcople returning to Jeru- The fiege 
falem, David declared Joab general of ail his co ki 
troops. Benaiah had the conimand given him general anne 
of all the guards of the body, and the fix hun- Ver. 23, &e, 
dred veterans. Adoram was the treafurer. 

Sabathes and Achilaus were the recorders 5 

Sufa the fecretary; Zadock and Abiathar 
continuing in the priefthood. ; 

Some time aftcr this, there was a famine A famine in 

in the land, and David earneftly befought the lind, and 
God to reveal unto him in mercy, both the Spe. conta: 
provoking caufe of that gricvous judgment, 2. Sam, ae 
and how it might be remov’d. Anfwer was Anfiver re- 
returned by the prophets, that the blood of tarn’d, thar 
the Gibeonites, which Saul had moft perfidi- 'p¢ Plood of 
oufly caufed to be ihed, cry’d to heaven fOr jeonites 
vengeance ; as an. action not only contrary tO cry'd for ven. 
the oath end promife of Jofhua, and ratity’d geance, ibid. 
alfo by the elders, but againtt confcience and 
common juftice: wherelorc, faid they, Jet 
the king give fuch fatisfaétion to the Gibco- 
nites as they fhall require for the lofs of their 
tlaughter’d citizens, and the Ifraclices may ex- 
peét that God will be gracious to them, ina 
dcliverance trom their prefent calamity. When 
David came to underftand this from the pro- 
phets themfelves, he fent to the Gibconites, 
and ask’d them what fatisfa¢tion would con- 
tent them, So they demanded that feven of 
Saul’s fons, or of his race, might be deliver’d 
up to juftice. The king order’d to have feven 
ot them found out, and put into the hands of 
the Gibeonites, to do with them as they pleaf- 
ed: but ftill excepting Mephibofheth out of 
the number, for the fake of Jonathan his father. 
The Gibconites accepted of this as a compoli- 
tion, and punifh’d them as they thought fit 
themfelyes: in which inftant God fent them 
rain, and fo kindly a continuance of ict, that 
the carth in due time recovered its fertility, 
and brought forth fruits in their feafon, frelh 
and flourithing, as formerly. 

Ir was not long after this that David David over 
marched out with his army againft the Philif- onan the 
tines; fought, and routed them; but follow- epee 
ing the chace too eagerly, and too far, Ach- 
mon the fon of Araph, one of the race of the 
giants, (whofe armour was a coat of mail, 

a Jaunce weighing three hundred fhekels +, and 

his fword by his fide) feeing David alone, and 

quite fpent, turned fhort upon him, and ftruck Achmon 
him down, and had certainly flain him, if #rikes De" 
Abifhai, Joab’s brother, had not in that precife aaa 
moment come to his relief, beftriding David, Ver. 16, 17+ 
and not only proteéting the king, but killing Abihai 
his enemy. The whole army was fo fenfible para igi 
of the danger the king’s life was in, and of caenneibie: 
the providence of his deliverance, that the : 
commanders bound him by an oath never to 

hazard his royal perfon any more ina battle ; 

for being naturally braye and forward, he 

laid himtelf too open to the commen chances 

ot war; and if he fhould mifcarry, it would 

be an irreparable Jofs to the nation, to be de- 
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Naar 
Chap. 
a priv’d of the bleéffings they enjoy’d under his 
adminiftration. 

Tis battle had not been long over, before 
ines rally the Philiftincs rally’d again, and came to a 
and draw £0 rendezvous atGaza. David having notice of 
eee ic, difpatch’d away an army immediatcly a- 
san. xsitS- gainft chem. In this expedition, Sobach the 
Ircamet0* ‘Ffittice (one of the braveft men in the whole 
fecond bate body) gothimfelf great reputation by cutting 
and oar ve. olf feveral of the race of the giants, and men 
Purtion init, of a prodigious bulk and ftrength too, with 
ibid. his own hand. We had in fhore the honour of 
‘Phe Phil a greac fhare in thac day’s fuccefs. The Philif- 
tines ale *M- cines, alter this, brought yet another army in- 
other army *, to the field, and the king fent out his troops 
aie ne ae to encounter them. Nephan, David’s kinf 
i ; man did wonders, for he flew, hand to hand, 
Nephan, the ina fingle combat, one of the boldeft men the 
king’s kin philiftincs had in cheir party: che reft turned 
aes that their backs upon ic, and loit great numbers in 
day, ibid. thataction. But the Philiftincs ina fhorre time 
The Philif- yeeruited yet once again, aftcr all their lofs, 
tines recrulE ood encamped at acertain town not far from 
the borders of the Hebrews. ‘The Philiftines 
had in their camp aman {fix cubits * high; 
fix fingers on a hand, and fix tocs on cach foot, 
and one that valu’d himfelf upon his defcent 
Jonathan, the from the ftock of the giants. Jonathan, the fon 
jon ofShimei, of Shimei, had the honour to kill this gigan- 
kills e @ 805 tick man ina single combat, and at the head of 
hand co hanes pig troops, which contribured very much to 


The Philif- 





for, 21. ee = a s 
aes the gaining of the day; betide the glorious 

character he acquir’d by it, of a valiant man. 
ThePhilif- ‘This was the lait battle the Ifraclites had with 


the Philiftines; for from that time forward, 
they never’ had the courage to make head 
againft chem any more. 

David being Davip having now made his way through 
now at peace, all the toils and dangers of war, into the quiet 


tines quite 
difpirized, 
ibid. 


compl of a profound peace, gave himfelf wholly up 
ae to the compoling of divine hymns and pfalms, 
holy worship, C0 the glory of God, in variety of meafures, 


as trimcters, pentamcters, and the like. Thefe 
airs he order’d to be fung by the Levites up- 
on the fabbaths and other feltivals, in compa- 
ny with mufical inftruments provided for that 
purpofe. As they had an inftrument with ten 
itrings, to be touch’d with a quill; the pfal- 
tery with twelve ftrings, to be play’d upon 
with the fingers; and large cymbals of brafs. 
But this is enough as to the gencral un- 
derftanding of the nature of thefe inftruments. 
King David "Fhe king had about him men of honour and 
hadvbout valour in abundance; - but for worthics of the 
Ae firtt rate, he reckon’d only cight and thirty + 
this, 28am, Who had made themfelves fignal for their cx- 
; ploits; and men of fuch force and refolution, 
as if they had been made for great enterprizcs, 
and the carrying of the world before them. 
Five of them Of thefe cight and thirty, I fhall only name 
ioc stol five, as a meafure to judge of the reft by. 
1. [tim V8, Vue firft was + Hicm, the fon of Achem, 
who broke feveral times into the body of the 
enemy, and kill’d nine hundred of them upon 
one encouncer, with his own hand. 
Arter him comes Eleazar, the fon of Dodo, 


204m xsi. 









2. Fleazar, 
cr 9, 10. 





who was with the king in Arafam. Ie was 
his fortune to be in a battle, where the Ifrac- 
lices finding themfelves mightily over-pewer’d 
with numbers, gave way and iled, leaving bins 
alone in his’ own perfon to.make good his 
ground ; which he did fo effeétually, thar he 
gave a ftand to the whole army, killing anc 
wounding great numbers of them; fo chat his 
{word was in a manner glew’d to his right- 
hand with the blood. ‘The cxample of this 
bravery put courage into the fugitives, and 
made them rally, and charge the encmy’s 
troops with fuch fury, that they recovered the 
day, and crown’d it. with a wonderful, 
and a moft illuitrious victory; Eleazar killing: 
them all this while, and the common foldiers 
ftripping them. of ; 

Tue third was ** Scbas, the fon of Ilus, 
who had the place called the Jaw, upon an— 
other engagement with the Phulittines, finding 
the Ifraclites fhrinking and giving way, op~ 
pofed his fingle body to the whole force of 
the enemy; did great exccution upon them 3; 
broke their order; put them to flight, anct 
gave them chace, with a great overthrow. In 
thefe three inftances we read the bravery of 
thefe three heroical adventurers, in the plain 
field, and in the face of an enemy. 

Avr another time, when the king was_ at 
Jerufalem, and the Philiftines encamped before 
it, in the great valley that ftretches out as far 
as Bethlem, a mattcr of twenty * > furlongs 
from the town, David went up to a high towex 
to ask counfel and dircétion of God, about 
the government and event of the war; and 
{peaking among his friends of the delicious 
water that was in his country, and efpecially 
of the well at Bethlem that was next the gate, 
“ What would I give, fays he, for a draught 
‘© of that water!” ‘Thefe three men over- 
hearing him, went their way immediately, 
broke through the camp of the Philiftines, 
and fetch’d of the water from the well itfelt, 
and came back with it the fame way they went = 
the Barbarians ftanding amazed all the while 
at the hardinefs of the undertaking, and not 
daring, though fo few of them, to give thena 
any interruption in their return. Upon their : 
prefenting of this water to the king, he gave 
God thanks for the fafety of them that brought 
it; but ic would not_become him, he faid, ro 
drink it, for it was the price of blood ; and 
fo he poured it upon the ground as an offcring’ 
to the Lord. 

In the fourth place may be reckon’d Abim 4) a witirsi 
fhai, the brother of Joab, that in one day flew *# Ver. 18.” 
fix hundred of the encmy. 

Tue fifth and the laft of thefe worthy 5. Benaish, 
champions fhall be Benaiah, a man of ‘a facer- Ver. 20, 25, 
dotal family, who fought, upon a challenge, 
with two brothers, men of eminent fame for 
feats of arms among the Moabites, and kill’d 
them both. He fought again with an Egyp- 
tian, of 2 monftrous force and fize ; and cloling 
with him, though himfelf naked, and his ad- 
verfary arm’d at all points, he forced his 


3.Sebas, Ver, 
£1, 12 





* A cubit is the length of the arm from the elbow to the end of the longeft finger, which is at leaft halfa yard; 


fo that this man muft be three yards high at leaft. 
7 2 Som. xxiii 





ii. 29. the Scripture recounts but thirty feven. 


+ In 25am xsiii.S. *tis “ Adino the Eznire, who lift up his fpear againft eight hundred, whom he flew at one 


“" time.” 
** Scrip. Shammah, the fon of Agee. 


41 Viz. two Italian miles and an half; that is, a little above two of our miles. 


‘= The Scripture mentions bur three hundred. 
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{pear out of his hands, and difpatch’d him 
wvith his own weapon; and for his greater ho- 
nour ftill, he difarm’d him while he was yct 
living, He did another thing too, that for 
the floutncfs and boldnefs of it, may be ac- 
counted cqual, if not fuperior, to all the reit. 
There was 2 lion dropp’d into a pittall; the 
faow drove into the whole, and cover’d the 
mouth of it; fo that the beaft finding no way 
to get out again, fet up a roaring, It was Be- 
naiah's hap to pafs by that way, within hear- 
ing of this outerv. He went ro the placc, 
and fo into the pit, and with a ftatT tlagger’d 
and kill’d the lion. Thefe were five great 
men ; and the other three and thirey not inic- 
rior to them. 

Ir enter’d now into David's heart to take 
an account how many thoufand men he could 
mufter out of the people of Hracl, forgetting 
the old precept of Mofes, that fo ott as there 
Trould be oceation to number che people, there 
drould be an oblation ef halt afhekel * by the 
head to the Lord; but he fent to Joab, how- 
ever, to take the account. He excus’d him- 
{lf upon it, as a thing that was needlefs; but 
David would not be faid nay, and therefore 
potitively commanded him to go about it, and 
let it be the firtt thing he did. Joab, upon 
this, fummoned the feribes and the heads of 
the tribes to advife with all, and fo went 
threegh the whele lind ot the Ifraclites to 
make up this computation, After nine months 
and twenty days, Joab returned to Jerufalem, 
and told the king upon the whole matter, that 
befide the tribes of Benjamin, and of Levi, 
which he had not as yet taken an account of, 
he found the number of the reft of the Ifrac- 

lices to amount to nine hundred thoufand men, 
> who were able to bear arms. In the tribe of 
Judah alone he reckon’d up feur hundred 
thoufand. 

Davin, while this was in hand, repented 
himfelf of what he had done, and was told 
by the propher alfo, that God was highly of 
fended at him; whereupon he betook himtelf 
to atruc repentance, begging pardon of Al- 
mighty God, with pravers und fupplications, 
and obtained it. Prefently after this God fent 
the prophet Gad to him, with an offer of three 
things to his choice; that is to fay, cither a 
feven years famine, or to dy three months be- 
iore an enemy, or a three days peftilence ; and 
to demand a prefent refolutionfrom him, which 
et the three he would take. David found 
himielr in a great itreight which to chufe. If 
the ramine, lays he to himfelt, ic would look 
as if I had more care ot myfelf than of my 
people; for my ttorehoufes are much better 
provided with corn than theirs. If to lie ar 
the merey of an enemy, it looks the fame 
wav fill; for [have ftrong holds and caftles 
to repair to for my own fafety. But for the 
third, it isa calamity that threatens governors 
in common with their fubjeéts. | As he was 
turning his thoughts upon this deliberation, 
thie prophet prefs’d him to an immediate an- 
iwer 3 to which he made this return, ‘ That 
“he would rather fall into the handsof God 
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“ than of man; and therefore fubmitting him- 

“ felf to God’s pleafure and goodnefs, he chofe 

“ the peftilence.” Lhe prophet had no fooncr The Ifraclite, 
reccived and reported David’s anfwer, but the ae with 
Ifraclites were prefently feized with a moft un- P'8"% Vuts, 
accountable diftemper, that was fH} atcended 

with certain death, and accompanied with ace 
cidents that baffled all the doétors, cither to 

find a remedy or a reafon. = But they dicd, 

in fine, in prodigious numbers, and no body 
knew how. Some went off with gripes and 
torments that difpatch’d them in atrice; fome 

with incurable fainrneiics and languors, in de- 

fpite of the phyficians ; others with vertigo’s, 
dimnefs of fight, fullocations, &c. Some 
again expir’d, themfelves, betore they could 
thoroughly perform the office of burial for 
their dead fricnds. The mortality, in fhort, Sevent 
was fo great, that betwixt break ot day and 
dinner-time, there were {wept away by this {¥«Pta 
peitilence feventy thoufand perfons. The de- of daa 
itroying angel was now going to Jerufalem dine: time 
upon the fame commiffion 3 but the king put-ibid. —” 
ting on fackcloth, and humbly fupplicating oe be. 
God with prayers and tears, to remove this fo Trekeln 
dreadful judgment; in the middle of his eja- and prayers 
culations he lifted up his cyes, and difcover’d Verv17,’ 
an angel, with a drawn iword, moving to- Aa kage 
ward Jcrufalem. Upon this apparition he broke Ge onl 
out into irefh and more paflionate cxclamations. ving toward 
“ Lord, fays he, punith the fhepherd; but Jerufalem, 
* alas! what haye thefe fheep donc? Pour Ver. 16. 
down thy wrath rather upon me and my 

family ; but fpare the innocent people, I 

befeech thee.” 

Davin’s prayers were heard, and God im- God ftopstte 
mediately put a ftop to the peftilence; order- Peftilence 
ing the king, by the mouth of the prophet 
Gad, to go up without delay to the threfhing- 
floor of Araunah, and thero to ereét an altar, threshing 
and offer facrifice upon it. David went away foor of Aru 
to the place according to his dire€tion, where nah,Ver 18 
he found Araunah threfhing his corn, who no 

fooner faw David and his fons coming towards 

him, but he ran out with infinite reverence to 

receive them. Now this Araunah was a Jc- Araunah, a 
bufite, and fo particular a friend of David's, aa fie 
that he proteéted and fecured him from all 4-030... 
damage upon the very taking of the city, as 
has been before obferv’d. 

“* Wert, fays Araunah, is there any thing 

now that my lord will be pleas’d to com- 

mand of his fervant?’ ‘* I come, fays 

David, to buy your threfhing-floor, and to 

raife an altar to God upon it, and to offer 
facrifice.” Nay, fays Araunah, not only 

my threfhing-floor, but my ploughs, my 

oxen, and burnt-offerings, are all at my 


i 5 thon 
fand perfons 
{wept awa 


ce 
ce 


cC 


An altar 
erected at the 


“ Lord’s fervice, gratis; and I befeech that 
y God to look gracioully down upon your 
‘ 


worfhip and facrifice.” The king was ex- 
ceedingly pleas’d with the candor and great- 
nefs of this good man’s mind ; but told him, 
that ir muft be a purchafe, not a gift; for it 
would not be fair to offer a facrifice that 
fhould coft him nothing. So Araunah remit- David buys 
ted himfclf to David, who gave him fifty - Araunah’s 


thekels for the floor; offer’d facrifices and Si 
burnt- crifices uipoa 
ac, Vers 24. 


4. from whence this is taken, fuys, fifty fhekels of filver; but in 1 Chron. xxi. 25. 
*ths faid, ffx hundred fhekels of gold by weight; berwixt which there is an im- 
Paar gave Araunah more than fifty fhekels of filver, is reafonable to fuppofe, fince fifty 
», Gadmitting a fhekel co be worth two fhillings and feven pence in our money, which is the highett 
has pax upon it) would amount co no more than fix pounds, ning fhillings, and two pence; 4 


very 





en 


, Chap. X. 


burnt-offcrings, and peacc-offerings likewife 
Aftcr this folemnity, David was re- 
This 
was the place that Abraham brought his fon 


upon it. 
inftated in God’s gracc and favour. 


Ifaac to, when he fhould have been offer’d up 
himfelf for a facrifice, if a ram had not been 
prefented in his ftead, when the knife was 
ready for the cxecution. But we have fpoken 
of this in another place. 
David calls Wuen David found that his prayers were 
the pluce the granted, and his facrifice acccpted, he refolved 
People’saltaryro call the whole place by the name of the 
and ps People’s Altar, or the Ifraclites Alrar, and to 
ore uere alld a temple there; which purpofe of his 
temp Sxl, was afterward ratificd by God himfelf, who 
L foon after fent his prophet to him with a pre- 
diétion, that his fucecffor fhould there build 
a temple. David employ’d people upon this, 
to take an account how many ftrangers he had 
in his dominions, which were reckon’d to 
amount to about one hundred and cighty thou- 
Navid pro- fand perfons. Out of thefe he chofe cighty 
vides artifi- thoufand to work in ftonc; the reft to be em- 


cers lebou ploy’d in carrying all forts of matcrials; out 
realstoward Of Which he appointed thirty five thoufand to 
this magni- overfee the workmen. ‘There was gotten to- 


ficent ftruc- gether a mighty mafs of iron and brafs, a pro- 

ture, Vere 2y digious quantity of cedar, which he had from 

3a 4 Tyre and Sidon; the largeft and the faireft 
trees that were to be got. David would be 
telling his familiar friends all this while, that 
thefe materials were only to lie ready for ufe, 
when his fon fhould have occafion for them, 
which would fave time and trouble, and cx- 
pedite the work; but that as yet his fon was 
too young and unexpericne’d to manage fuch 
a province. 








CHAP. XI. 


David gives Solomon orders and inftrudions for 
the building of a temple. Adonijah fets up for 
Ring, but lets fall his pretence upon the people’s 
oppofing him. David's {peech and charge to 
the heads of the nation, with advice to his fon 


about the civil governizent. 
David HIS was the fituation of affairs, when 
charges Solo~ David called his fon Solomon to him, 
mon to build and gave him in fpecial charge, that fo foon 
the temple £9 as ever he came to the throne, he fhould im- 
foon as ever : eras 

he comes to ™e¢diately cntcr upon the building of a tem- 
the crown, ple, for the honour and worfhip of God. ‘I 
Ver. 6-13, 


the Antiquities of the Jews. 
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“* would have done it myfelf, fays he, but 
“ being frequently in war, and confequently 
aman of blood, I was forbidden by an ex~ 
prefs command from Heaven, and the work 
referved by providence for my youngett 
fon;” who, according to the prediétion, 
was to be call’d Solomon, who fhould be a 
prince of peace; of whom it was forctold, 
that God would take him with a paternal at- 
feétion into his own care, and that the whole 
people of Ifrael] fhould be happy under his ad- 
miniftration; and enjoy not only a peace (the 
greateft of all temporal biciiags) with forcign- 
ers, but live free from any civil or inteftine 
divifions among themfelves. “ Now, fays David gives 
** David, fince you were defign’d to be a king, eae 
even before you were born, do your endea- mon, ibid. 
“ vour to behave yourfelf as a man othcerwife 
“ worthy of that providence; govern your- 
* felf according to the meafures of picty, 
juftice, and true fortitude ; pay a reverence 
_to the precepts, laws, and traditions of 
*" Mofes; obferve them religioufly yourtclf, 
** and do not fuffer any violation of them in 
others. As for the temple that God hath And pro- 
appointed to be built in your reign, be fure Mes to prow 
Jos vide the ma- 
to atterid it as you ought to do, and let jeriats for the 
* not the difficulty of the work difcourage temple in his 
you; for it fhall be my care to have all reign, Veri4y 
“ the materials in readincfs for you to begin 15.1% 
withal, upon your firft cntrance into the go= 
vernment. I have made a provilion of * ten 
thoufand talents of gold, one hundred thou- 
fand of filver, brafs and iron to a quantity 
not to be imagin’d, belide timber and ftone 
in a vaft abundance. You fhall have alfo 
‘many thoufands of carpenters and mafons, 
and the means of fupplying yourfelf with 
what you want. Attend your bufinefs with 
care and difpatch; for upon the finifhing of 
this undertaking, you may affure yourfelf 
“ of the perpetual favour and protection of 
« Almighty God.” 
Arrer this he recommended it to the 
princes of the people to affift his fon in this 
fabrick ; and without being folicitous upon 
any other account, to attend the bufincfs of 
religion in the firft place; for that alonc would 
be fufficient to fecure the peace and welfare of 
the commonwealth, which are the never- 
failing rewards of righteoufnefs and juftice. 
He appointed alfo, that upon the finifhing of 
the temple, the ark fhould be placed in ir, 
with all the holy veflels and utcnfils there- 


ce 


ce 


ce 


« 





very inconfidcrable fum for a prince of David's riches, and no ways cquivalent to the value of oxen for burnt- 
offerings, threfhing inftruments for wood, and the wheat for the meat offering, befide thar large tract of ground on 
which the temple ftood. On the other hand, fix hundred fhekels of gold, according to Calmet’s tables, weighed 
eleven pounds, four ounces, feventeen penny weights, and twelve grains Troy weight, and in value amounted to 
five hundred and forty feven pounds, ten fhillings, a fum that feems much better proportion’d ro the value of the 
purchafe ; we therefore adhere to the latter account as trueft. This variation in Scripture, as alfo fevcral others 
that we meet with, cannot any other ways be accounted for, than by imputing them to the errors of the Hebrew 
fcribes, in tranicribing the copies of the Bible, whereby the facred text has fuffer’d corruption in fome hundreds 
of places; or reconciled, otherwife than by a faithful reftoration of the true readings; the adjufting of which 
would be a work highly becoming the labours of the moft Jearned men in Burope, and well worthy the profecu- 
tion, fince the famous M. Le Clerc, and fome others have undertook to lead the way. 

= An Hebrew talent, according to Dom. Calmet’s tables, weighed an hundred and fourteen Pug fifteen penny 
weights Troy; and its value in gold was five thoufand four hundred and feventy five pounds Englifh money.” Ten 
thoufand ralents therefore muft weigh one million, an hundred and forty thoufand, fix hundred, and twenty five 


pounds, and amount in value to fifty four millions, feven hundred and fifty thoufand pounds. 


Its value in filver, 


according to the aforefaid author, was worth threc hundred and forty two pounds, three fhillings, and nine pence 
Englifh money ; an hundred thoufand therefore muft weigh eleven millions, four hundred and fix thoufand, and 
two hundred pound Troy, and amount to thirty four millions, two hundred and fixty cight thoufand, and {even 
hundred pounds; but in’ 1 Chron. xxii.14. from whence this is taken, “tis juft the reverfe, viz. a thoufand talents 
of filver, and an hundred thoufand talents of gold, which would amount to five hundred and forty feven millions, 


and five hundred thoufand 
Picious, 


pounds, a fum fo incredibly great, as may juftly render the reading of the place fu 
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David orders unto belonging, which he told them fhoult 
the ark, &e. have been there depofited long fince, if their 
pore ren forefathers had minded the injunction God 
reniple when laid upon them, of railing a temple to him 

immediately upon their coming into the land 


finithed, z E 
Chron xsi, of promife. Thefe counfels and exhortations 
Pe ot David were addrefs’d indifferently, both to 


his fon and to the princes. : 
Daviv Was now but feventy years ol age, 
and yet fo worn out and fpene with the inhr- 
mitics of old age, and his blood fo chill'd, 
that all the coverings and blankets they could 
throws over him would not precure him any 
heat; fo that a council of phylicians was cal- 
led upon it, who unanimoutly agreed, that the 
beit ching in che world for a man under thofe 
decavs, Was a iair voung bed-tcllow 5 for the 
varmth being gentle and kindly, weuld relieve 
nature without toree. They found out upon 
this, in che city, 2 very _beentiful woman chat 
same up to the nicery of the prefeription, and 
uther co bed to him. Her name was Abi- 
gs. and her bufinets only to lie by him, em- 
and comtore him; which athe might 
and innocently de, the king belig now 


David is now 
cold, and 
Worn Out 
with age, 

y Kings i. 1. 


David advi- 
fed to make 
wie of a warm 
young bed- 


How, V.2 


np 


tt che remptations ot all irregular difpo- 
ions. Bur of this virgin we fhall have cc- 


~TCy 


on to {peak further hereatter. ; 

avip hada tourch fon, whol name was 
ahs bar him be Haeeich. and th 
ijah; born to him by Haggith, and the 
ter Abfalom, as to his hoaucv, ftarure, 
and the gracetulnets of his pericn; may, and 
in his ambition tea, he was nec much unlike 
him. This Adontjah, Abfalom being dead 





“3 
ays claim to the government, as the next in 
fucceifion; fitting all his friends at werk, by 
interc:t and popularity, to afhitt him toward 
the gaining of his point. He turnithes him- 
felf with a pompous equipage of chariots, 
horfes, guards, and the like; while the good 
miin His tather innecently lets him go on, 
without the leait check or caution; nay, or 
P> much king him the quciticn, what all 
this tplender and parade tended to, His chief 
accomplices were Joab the general, and the 
high-prieft Abiathar; bue Zadeck the hich- 
prictt, and the prephce Nathan, Benaiah the 
captain of the guards, Shimei the king’s friend, 
and the generality of the feldiery, were ina 
different interett, and oppofed his meafares. 
ADONIJAH prepared a mighty treat in the 
Suburbs ot Jerufalem near the founrain in tl 
king’s gardens. Tothis entercainment he invited 
all his brothers, fave only Solomon; and there 
was Joab alfo, and Abiathar; and the chiets 
Citke- tbs ef |udehs, bie. ior Zadyeks ne 
than, and Benaiah, and others of that intercit, 
tnere was net aman ofthiminvicted. The 
prophet Nathantcok notice ci this to Bathfhe- 
: oe of Solomon. ‘* Louk ve, fays 
he, here’s Adonijah ferring him{elf up tor 
king, and Da.id knows nothing of what’s 
dence: whe e.Tce 10 be vour: cate, 
well for ycur fon’s fake, as lor your own 
to look aiter this affair. Go you ro David, 
fev the prophet, and when you have him 
aione, mind him of his oath, thar Solomon 
thowld reign aiter him; and yet here’s Ado- 
nyan, you may tcll him, as good as upon 
the throne alrcads. While you are difcourf 
ing this matter with the king, I may come 
te the chamber to you, and fecond your 
morn 10 Baththeba foliow’d the pro- 
F King, where 
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nis cites being alfigned to the high-pricit , 


the propher, command was durthcr given, 





or 


Bock VII 
i fhe made her reverence; and atter leave given - 
her cto deliver fomewhat the had to fay, the 
gave David an account of the allair in the very 
words the prophet had put into her mouth ; 
“ Telling him the circumttances of Adonijalt’s parnmen, 
“© entertainment ; whom he invited, and whom tells Davi¢. 
“ he left out: adding withal, that the people Nathan di. 
“© were in a fufpence what to do cill he thould (oes her, 
*€ declare his duceeflor, and that her own lite 

and her fon’s were both at {take upomche if- dated 

fue.’ While this difcourfe was a-foot, the j;\,, oe 
fervants brought David word, that the prophce ry, Nathan. 
Nathan was atthe door to wait upen him. He comes to the 
was immiediatcly calldin, and upon the very soe Vids. 
inttant of enteringthe pretence, he asked Dae oo ia" 
vid, in fome contufion, © whether or no he David sho. 
“ had thac day transferred his government to # fuccen 

Adonijah, and declared him his fuccctlor; ee a 

for he has made, fays he, a very iplendid eee 

deatt, inviced fuch and fuch perfonms to it 5 teutting, a 

emitted fuch and fuch others; and now are Ver. 25 

they cating, diinking, and making merry, es 

With healths and acciamations to the honour (oy8 

cf their new king Adonijah : but for mydely caled'm 7 

Zadock the high-pricitt, and Benaiah the gain, Vis, 

captain of the guards, we are all itrangers 

to the matter. Now it would be well, taid 

he, to let the world underftand whether this 

be done with yeur privity and approbation, 

or nos.” Baththeba withdrew when the 
prophet came in, and was now by the king’s 
order call’d for back again. She was accord= 
ingly brought to Dayid, and he fpoke to her 
atter this manner: ‘ Well, fays he to Bathe David fivesss 

theba, the thing that Ihave tworn formerly, that Solon 

1 do now fwear over again, in the prefence roe 

ot the great God: ‘Your fon Solomon thall tha ane 

reign aiter me, and fit upon my throne ; Ver. 29, 32 

and you thall fee it done this very day.” Up- 
on Which declaration and affurance, the fub- 
milflively touk her leave, withing the king a 
long lite. 

Davin, upon this refolution, fent for Za- David com- 
dock and Benaiah, and bad them take the pro- mands Za 
phet Nathan, and the royal guards along with 007, nee 
them; meunt Solomon upon the king’s joint Solo- 
mule, and carry him out of the city to the mon, hing, 

j icustuin that is called Gihon, there to anoint Vs 323+ 
}him with holy oil, and proclaim him king. 
, 
| 
{ 
| nd multitudes of troops tolewing with 
| hours ani rejoicings, crying, [Long live king And foto, 
Svicmen | to the end, thar the whole nation conduct hin 
Might take notice of ir, that his father had aay nn 
declared him his fuccefior. David, tor acon- Sarai we 
clution, gave Solumon in charge to be fure to city. q 
govern, not only the tribe of Judah, but the 
whole naticn ot the Hebrews, according to the 
{iricteit rules and meafurcs of piety and juftice. 
_Benatan, alter this, with an alicétionate 
ejaculation tor God’s blefiing upon Sclornon, 
and the whole proceeding, went inftantly away 
with the reit of the company, according to 
their order, to execute the office affign’d them. 
Phcey mounted Solomon upon the king’s mule 3 They place 
conducted him out of the city to the fountain 3 Solomon on 
anointed him with holy oil, and then brought his father’s | 
him back again, attended with acclamations, ae oe . 
and the unanimous withes of a long and happy A rnation 
reign. They brought him afterward to the Ver. 39)4> 


palace, and placed him upon his father’s throne. 
This 
a fl 


ant 


- 


Chap. XI. 


This folenmnity being over, the people gave up 
themiclyes to jolliry and feafting, mufick, 
dancing, and all other chearful divérfions, to 
fuch a degree of tranfport and rejoicings, that 
heaven and earth rang of it. The clamour 





“Phe noife of 
shouts and 


erumpers ie. Adonijah and his guefts, did not a little fur- 
fartles “his Prize them; Joab himfelf declaring thar the 


Tah an Wee zi 
cruelly noife he heard of fhouts and trumpets did not 


Y Kings i 41- at all pleafe him. Ina word, it gave fuch a 
damp to their jollity, and difrelith to their 
daintics, that none of them had any appetite 
to cnjoy what was before them. While they 
were in this mufing melancholy pofture, Jo- 
nathan, the fon of Abiathar the high-pricft, 
come running to them in great hafte, whom 
Adonijah was very glad to fee, upona miftaken 
opinion thac he brought good news with him. 

Jonathan So Jonathan gave them the whole relation of 

omes in, and the king’s orders, and the proceeding concern- 

zells them the ing Solomon; which they had no fooner heard, 


whole ftory, but every man flink’d away from the banquct 
Pritaok ae to his own home. Only Adonijah being con- 


nyilinks  feious to himfelf of an indignity too great to 
away,Ver-49» be forgiven, fled for fanétuary to the horns of 
Actonijah flies the alear, and there begg’d for pardon. When 
re Solomon came to underftand how it was with 
and begs par- Adonijah, and that he infifted upon fome fecu- 
don,Ver. 5° rity to be given him for anindemnity and obli- 
vion, with as much prudence as clemency, he 
Solomon for- granted hima pardon for what was paft; but 
Barat with a precaution, to have a care how he be~- 
Ver.§3, 43. nave himfelf for the future; for if he fhould 
“ever be found in any fuch_ praétice again for the 
time to come, his deftraction fhould lie at his 
own door. So Solomon order’d him to be 
brought to him from his place of refuge, and 
when he had paid his duty and reverence to 
the new king, he bad him go to his own houfe 
again in peace, and to behave himfelf for the 
time to come like a good man, which it was 

highly his own intcreft to do. 
A fummons Tr was David’s intention to have Solomon 
of allthe declared and recognized the king of the whole 
aa nation of Iracl ; in order to which end, he 
the prieffs and 44™mon d all the princes to Jerufalem, toge- 
ther with the pricfts and Levites; and he found 


Levites, 
iChronxxiii, upon the roll thirty eight thoufand men 
t among them, that were above thirty years of 


age; out of which number there were twenty 
four thoufand to attend the building of the 
temple ; judges and thcir clerks fix thoufand ; 
four thoufand porters belonging to the houfe 
of God, and as many fingers and muficians, 
or players upon inftruments; of which we have 
The priets, faid fomewhat already. "Ehefe he divided in- 
epee to familics, and upon feparating the priefts 
the tribe. 480m the reft of the tribe, he found four and 
make twenty twenty of thems that is to fay, fixteen de- 
four families, f{cended from Eleazar, and cight from Itha- 
1 Chron, xxiv, mar; appointing every family to officiate cight 
: days, or from fabbath to fabbath, and fo to 
They cat oO duty one after another. The lots of the 
Pes and the Whole were all caft in the prefence of David, 
Pt Chal 
comes ati is 


called the Arp togcther with the heads of the tribes. The 


amily, and lot that came out firft being enter’d upon the 
® in order to TOI, [the firft family] and fo the fecond, and 
oo Ver, the third, &c. to the four and twentieth, in 
tion continues in ufe to this day. He divided 
the tribe of Levi alfo in rwenty four parts, to 


the Antiquities of the JEWs. 




















of this extravagant joy coming to the ears of 





‘and of the high+priefts Zadeck and Abiathar,- 


order as it happen’d, which way of diftribu- 
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fucceed one after another, according to the The tribe of 
chance of the lot, in the fame manner with Levi is di-_ 
the pricfts. But the preference was ftill given Vided le in- 
to the pofterity of Mofces ; to whom was com parts, S face 
mitted the truft and cuftody of the holy trea- ceedin order, 
fure, and the bountics and donations of princes i the prielts, 
and royal benefactors. He likewife order’d YS? &* 
the whole tribe of Levi, and the priefts, to 

attend the fervice of God, day and night in 

their turns, according to the primitive pre- 

{cription and inititution of Mofes. 

In the next place he made a.diftribution of The army 
the whole army into twelve divifions, with *fribured 
their commanders in chief, tribuncs, centu- Fro eweve 
ions, and their fubordinates; every divifion to each to do a 
confift of twenty four thoufand * men, and month’s dury 
each of thofe divifions to do a month’s duty Lona a 
in their refpeétive courfes, upon the guard of [o;onons 
Solomon’s palace, together with their tribunes {Chron.xxvii. 
and centurions; every part to have its diftinct +. 
officer or judge; and he to be a perfon of a 
try’d integrity and juftice. He appointed alfo Overfeers ap- 
overfeers of the king’s income, vincyards, point:d of 
lands, husbandry, flocks, and herds, &c. whom the eet ie 
it would be needlefs to name in this place. Beet ao 
When David had order’d matters as.above, he [avid calls a 
call’d a general afflembly of the Hebrew _ma- gencrilafiem- 
giftratcs, the princes of the tribes, the officers Bhan a 
of the army, and the managers of the reve~ ine fabject of 
nuc; and then raifing himfelf upon an emi- the remple, 
nencc, fpoke to the people from his throne to 1 Chron. 
the following effect: XXxViiL. I--1o. 

“J Am now to give you to underftand, 

* fays he, my countrymen and brethren, that 

“ Ihave had it a long time in my thought to 

“ ercét a temple to the Lord, and I treafur’d 

** up a great quantity of gold, and a hundred 

“* thoufand talents of filver toward the charge 

** of the undertaking 3 butit hath pleafed God 

‘* in his providence, by the mouth of the pro- 

** phet Nathan, to put a ftop to my defign, 

** upon this confidcration, that he would not 

** have the foundation of his holy houfe laid 

** by hands that had been dipp’d in blood, 

** which mine have inevitably been, though in 

“ the blood of your cnemics, by reafon of the 

“© wars I have been forced upon, in the righ- 

“* tcous and neceflary defence .and vindication 

** of your liberties. But the prophet told me 

** further, that God would tranfmit the care 

** of it to my fon and fucceffor, both to begin 

** and finifh the work. You know very well, 

“© fays David, that our father Jacob had twelve 

** fons; and that Judah was yet chofen by 

«© common confent to be ruler of all the reft. 

* ‘You know likewife, that I myfelf, though 

** there were fix brothers of us, was advanced 

* by God to the government, and that none 

* of the reft thought themfelves injur’d; 

** wherefore I muft now require in like man~ 

* ner of you, and of all my fons, that you 

“ fabmit cheerfully and dutifully to my fon David en- 
* Solomon; and_that you do it without any joins a dutiful 
*€ murmuring, faétion, or civil diffention ; for obedience to 
* ir is from God’s immediate command and pane 
“ commiffion that he derives his authority. 

** Put the cafe now that God fhould have fcr 

** a ftranger over you, how great a folly and . 
wickednefs would it have been for you to 

©© murmur atit? But how thankful ought 

“© you now to be for the choice of fo near a 

** relation, when you yourfelves are partakers 
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* From whence it is evident, David's army at that time confilted of two hundred and eighty eight thoufand men. 
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“© of the honour that is done to y 
ther. There is nothing I fo much long 
for, as to fee God’s gracious promifes ane 
a ipeedy cffe&t, and the whole _peoP 
without any more delay put Into a full anc 
latting pofleffion of the bleflmgs they ac 
enjoy under the rcign of Solomon. = 
this, my dear fon, will be made good, fays 
David, and every thing fuccced to your 
with, fo long as you govern according to 
picty and juftice, with a refpect to your 
duty boch to Ged and man, upholding a re- 
verence co the laws, and treading in the 
fteps of your jorc-tathers; bur whenever 
© you tranfgrefs thefe bounds, there is nothiie 
“ bur mifery and ruin to be expected as the 
confequence.” 
cae the finithing of this difcourfe and 
rs torole- charge, David gave his fon, in the fight of all 
4 his people, a draught of the form and model 
of the temple, from top to bottom; the foun- 
: dation and the fuperitruéture; the height and 
ss for breadth of the fabrick;, the private cells, their 
number, and dimertions,; what \ effels of gold 
«and filver were to be provided, with direc- 
tions for their precife weight. “ David cx- 
“ horting his fon alfo, with all diligence and 
“ application, to goin hand with the build- 
‘ing, preifing alfo the princes and the tribe 
‘or Levi co contribute their alliftance, not 
only in regard of his youth, and want of 
experience, but out of a reverence allo to 
his divine commillion, which both entitled 
him to the government, and likewife au- 
thoriz’d and predetermin’d him to this pro- 
vince. And, fays David, ic will not be a 
work of any great difficulty neither; for 
the materials are provided to your hand; 
fo many talents of gold, more of filver, 
ftone and timber, carpenters, ftone-cutters, 
and other workmen; a great treafure in 
emeralds, and other precious ftones over 
and above; belide a further fupply of * 
three thoufand talents of the pureft gold, 
out of my own treafury, for the adorning 
of the holy place, and the chariot of God, 
‘and the cherubims that are to cover the 
ark.” 
; Turis fpecch of David’s was entertained 
ith with great cheerfulnefs, both by princes, pricits 
and Levites, who were all zealous for the tor- 
“she for Warding of the work, every one in his pro- 
i- portion. They offer’d, among them, to bring 
in + five thoufand talents of gold, a hundred || 
houfand of filver, ten thoufand fhekels, and 
a mafs of ircn not to be imagin’d. Vhey that 
had precious ftones, brought them into the 
treafury, where they were depotited in the 
of the cuftody of one Jalus, of the race of Mofes. 
of Mote, The people were infinitely pleas’d upon the 
whole matter, and David above all the reft, to 
ce fuch an unanimous and univerfal agreement 
and willingnefs, both in princes, pricfts, and 
pevple, towards carrying on of the work ; for 
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EPHUS of Book VII. 


our bro-| which he blefled God with a loud voice, in 


the ftile of ‘ the father, and creator of Hea- 

“ yen and carth; the governor and protector 

“© of the Hebrews, and the blefied fountain 

“© of happinefs to the people committed to his 

“ charge;” concluding his devotions with a 

fervent praycr for the comfort and happincfs 

of the nation; and with particular wilhcs of 

peace of confcience, and the blefling of an un- 

{potted innocence and integrity to his fon. He 

called then upon the people to join with him 

in their thanks to Almighty God for all his 

mercics, who fell upon their taccs and wor- 
thipped; and coming after this to David, made 

their acknowledgments for all the benchts and 
advantages they had enjoy’d under his reign. 

The day following was a great day of facri+ 

fices; a thoufand calves, a thoufand rams, and. 

a thoufand lambs, for a burnt-oficring 3 and 
afterward, a grcat many thouiand victims more 

for peace-offerings. It was a day, in fine, de- 

dicated to feafting and jollicy, both by king 

and people. Solomon was now a fecond time Solomon 
anvinted, declared, and owned by the people, one ; 
for their lawful king; and Zadock, by the guys 
voice of the whole multitude, defigned for fecond time 
their high-prieft. Solomon was now conducted king; and 
to the palace, and placed upon his father’s Zedlock the 
throne, trom which day forward, the people v8" PO 
paid him their true allegiance. 








CHAP. XII. 

David's laft charge, prayer, and farewel to his 

fon Solon. His death and burial. 
k ye was now finking apace, under 

the double weight of age and ficknefs; 
and finding himfelf near his end, he called for 
his fon Solomon to give him his counfel and 
his blefling, and fo to take his laft leave of him. 
** Son, fays hc, lam now going to my fathers; David's lat 
and you that I leave behind me, are in due words i: his 
time to come to me; whichis no more than pace 
the paying of a common debt to nature. iyo? * 
There’s no returning trom the grave, and 
when we are once gone, we have done with 
this world for ever; wherefore, while Tam 
yet among the living, and before it be toa 
late, pray let me mind you of the fame things 
once again, that Ihave fo often inculcated 
over and over to you heretofore; govern } 
your fubjects according to juftice 5 worfhip Iris religios 
that God trom whom you have reeeiv’d ad ee 
your dignity as well as your being, as you Sen 
are bound to do; obferve his precepts, and ibid. 
keep his laws, as they have been handed ~ 
down to you from Mofes; and have a care 
that you never forfake them, cither for fear, 
flattery, or any other paffion or intereft 
whatfoever ; for otherwife, you can never 
pretend to hopo for the bleffings of God’s 
favour and providence. But if you behave 
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* Three thoafand talents weighed three hundred, forty two thoufand, one hundred and eight 


feven pounds, 


and fix ounces; and their value in gold amounted to fixteen millions, four hundred and twenty five thoutad pounds, 


Englith menev. 


- Five thoutand talenss weighed five hundred and feventy thoufand, three hundred and twelve pounds, and fix 
ounces, and their value in gold amounted to twenty {even millions, three hundred and feventy five thoufand pounds 


Englith money. 
i ‘The weight and 


“Gy 7- 






XM 


{ value of an hundred thoufand talents of filver, fee above, p.205; but the Scripture, 1 Chron. 
varies from this account, and fays, “ That the chief of the fathers, and princes of the tribes of Ifrael, &c. 


. gave for the fervice of the houte of God, of gold, five thoufand talents, and ten thoufand drams; and of filver, 
ten thoufand talents; and of brafi, cighteen thoufand talents; and one hundred thoufand talents of iron.” 


6c vourfelf 


Chap. XII. 


yourfelf with reverence and fubmiffion to- 
wards God, as you ought. to do, and as I 
wifh you may do, your kingdom will be 
eftablifh’d to yourfelf, and the fucceflion ot 
it continu’d to your family, from generation 
to gencration. 

“ Ler me now mind. you of the iniquity 
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David minds 


Eomonek S" of Joab, in the murder of Abner the fon of 
the murder ¢° ‘Ner, and of Amafa the fon of Ithra; rwo 
of Abner, = grcat captains, and worthy good men; and 
and Ae «< all this purcly out of a malicious fpite and 
Py amends “envy. You may do by him as you think fir. 
fohim the = “I'he truth of it is, I had punith’d him my- 


care of Bar- ¢¢ 
pillai’s familys ¢¢ 
3 Kings 0. « 
35bGs «e 


felf, but that he was fo popular, [ durit not 
meddle with him. As torthe fons of Bar- 
zillai the Gileadite, I mutt defire you for 
my fake to be very kind to them, and to 
do them all the good offices you can: not 
as an obligation, but in rcquital of the ge- 
nerous fricndfhips I reccived from their fa- 
ther inthe time of my banifhment; which I 
reckon as a debt incumbent upon our whole 
family. For the fon of Gera, Shimci the 
Benjamite, that hunted me with fuchbitter- 
© nefs of curfing and reviling in the days of 
my perfecution, at Bahurim, and afterward 
mecting me at the river Jordan, obtain’d 
my pardon forit; you may take fome war- 
“© yantable occafion to requite him yet for that 
“<¢ affront.” 

So foon as David had finifh’d this difcourfe 
to his fon about his government, the requiting 
of his fricnds, and the punifhing of his ene- 
mies, he gave up the ghoft, in the feventieth 
year of his age, aftcr he had reign’d feven years 
and fix months over the tribe of Judah at He- 
bron, andthirty three years more over all I{- 
rael, at Jerufalem. He was a man of won- 
derful goodnefs, and endued with all the royal 
excellencies that might qualify a prince forthe 
difcharge of fo great a truft. He was valiant, 
no man more; and himfelf perfonally in the 
head of all dangers, for the protection and 
defence of his people. He did more with his 


ee 
« 
ce 
«c 
“c 
cf 
David bas ce 
pardon’d Shi- : 
mei; but 
leaves him at ¢¢ 
mercy, fhe ce 
rranfgrelfes — ¢¢ 
aga, ibid. 


David fi- 
nifhes his 
difcourie,an 
gives up the 


gholt, ibid. 


David the 
beft of prin- 
exs, and of 
nen, 


+ In Book I. Chap. ii. of the wars of the are 
which in weight amounts to nineteen thoufan 


the Antiquities of the Jews. 


nine-hundred an 





foldiers by his example, than by any impc-= 

rioufnefs of command. He was a judicious 

prince inthe choice of his councils; of a fingu- 

Jar prefence of mind, to make the beft of what 

he had before him, and of as fharpa forefight 

for the improving of all advantages, and the 

obviating of difficultiesto comes; ‘To all this, 

he was temperate and fober, affable to all, 

tender. toward people. in .diftrefs,, rightcous 

and humanc; which are all princely virtucs. 

He wasa prince, in fhort, that never made an David an tsi 

ill ufe of his power, faving only in the cafe of exception- 

the wife of Uriah, He left a treafure to his ble ruler, 

fucceflor greater than -ever any other prince ie oun c 

whatfocyer Icft before him: and he was bu- One fag 

ry’d at Jerufalem, with a folemnity of royal He dy’d tich; 
omp and magnificence that was glorious to 224 ¥as bu-— 

the higheft degree: and over and above the <4 at 

{plendour of the ceremony, his fen Solomon Sloper. des 

depofited in his monument an incftirsable treg- potized a 

fare, of which we may form fome tolerable Mah" ee 

Idea, from that which {have farther to fay. ae ee 
Amatrenr of thirteen hundred years after nee 

this revolution, Hyrcanus the high-pricft was 

befieged in Jerufalem, by Antiochus, firnamed Antiochus 

the pious, and the fon of Demetrius, They befieged Je~ 

came to atreaty, and Antiochus offer’d for a ™éiem. 

certain {um of money, to raife the fiege, and 


draw off his army. Hyrcanus had no way to Hyrcanus 


raife it, but by the opening of David’s monu- Compounds 
ment, and thence he took three thoufand ta- oe 
a 


lents; out of which he paid Antiochus the three hun- 
Sum } agreed upon for a compofition, and {o dred talents. 
fet.the town at liberty, as we have fhew’d 

clfewhere. It was king Herod’s fortune, ‘ma- 

ny years after this, to difcover another cell of King Herod 
hidden treafure, which he took away, to qa fund an—_ 
prodigious valuc, but neither of them were other mats of 
come yet to the fecret repofitory where the fie iene ak 
king’s afhes lay; that_ privacy being fo artifi- ter, ie 
cially contriv’d,' and fo far under ground, that 

there was hardly any coming at it; but here’s 

as much faid already as needs upon this 


point. 


ofephus oe the fum agreed on was three hundred talents, 


fixty pounds, eleven ounces, five penny weights.; 


but does not tell us whether of gold or filver. If of the former, as 1smore probable, the fum in value was equiva. 


Jent co nine hundred fifty ser thoufand one hundred twenty five pounds. 
> ence. 


fixteen fhillings and five 


hundred eighty two poun 


If of filver, to fifty nine thoufand eight 
But learned men, not without reafon, believe the 


whole ftory to beno more than a fiction of the Rabbins, and blame Jofephus for his credulity in giving in to it. * 
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BOOK VIII. 
‘rom the Year of the World 1931 ¢o 3048. 








Sclamion comes to the throne with an univerfal joy 5 only Adonijah tampers underband with Bathfbeba- 
Sclontow caufes Adenijab, Foab, and Shiniei to be put to death; and depofes Abiathar from the 
high-priefikood. 


@ E have treated in the{ “ princefs, fays he, I fhall not need to tell 
8 laft foregoing book, of| “ you, that if I were difpofed to be trouble- 
the life and character} “ fome upon this turn of government, the 
of David, his picty,| ‘ right of priority, and the good-will of the 


the great fervices, and |“ fince it has pleafed God to devolve it upon 
the many good offices | * your fon Solomon, I am the king’s moft 
he render’d to his |‘ humble fervant, and fhall very well content 
country; the terrible | “ myfelf within the bounds of my prefent 
Wars and combats that | “ condition. Ihave only one thing to beg 

¢ underwent, with the hiftory of his vitories | “ you, which is, that you will be pleas’d to 
and fucceiles; and we have brought him to his | “ ufe your intereft with your fon, on my be- 
end at lait, full of years and honour, to fleep | “ half that I may be permitted, with his good 
with his fathers. Solomon, his fon and fuc- |“ leave, to take Abifhag to wite. She lay by 
ceflor, came young to the government; but |‘ my father David’s fide only to keep him 
by the over-ruling will and appointment of |‘ warm in his extreme decay of heat, and un- 
God, however, and not without the folemn |“ doubtedly he left her as good a virgin as 
and declaratory confent and approbation alfo of |“ he found her.” Bathfheba promis’d him the 





: ry 


and his converfation; | “* people would be on my fide; but, fays he, 


And under 
the appear- 
ance of 3 

feeming re- 
fignation, 1b 


of He begs Bathe 


Theba's goot 
word to her 
fon, for less 
to marry Abt 


shag, ibid. 


Bathfhebs 


promifés hin 


Soloman en his father. When he was once advanced to uttermoft of what fhe could do in the Mateery for interel, 
ters apo the the throne, the people came all running in to | and encourag’d him to hope well of the iffuc ; Ver. 18. 


Bory anivese “2M, 2s is ufual upon fuch changes, with con-| for Solomon, fhe doubted not, would mott 
filon eratulatory acclamations and multiplied wifhes readily agree to gratity the joint requeft of his 
1 Kingyii.12. of long lite and a happy reign. brother and his mother, in a greater matter 
Oxty Adonijah, who had formérly smiade | than this appear’d to be. This was a word 

an attempt upon the govcrnment in the life-{ of comfort to Adonijah from Bathfheba, who 

time of his father, applied himfelf in an arttul | went dire&tly to her fon, to confer with him 

Adoniph = way otf addrefs to Bathfhcba, th king’s mo-| upon the matter. Solomon rofe up to mect his 
es ther. y She reccived him with great courtefy, | mother; and taking her in his arms, conduéted 
Bachhebs, and wi ich large afiurances of her affittance, if | her to his bed-chamber, wheré he placed her 
Ge ices there were any thing in her power that fhe | on his right-hand upon a chair of ftate next to 
ends, Ver, Could ferve him in,” Upon this cncoutage- {his own.  Bathfheba was no fooncr feated, 


Ig--1t. trent he came prefently to his Point; ‘© Great |bue fhe enter’d prefently upon her bufinefs. 
“* Son, 








Chap. I. 


Bathfheba Son, fays fhe, I have an humble fuit to you,’ 
movesSolo-  «¢ and it would trouble me not a little, if you 
monto SIV ¢¢ fhould refufe it.’ Pray what is it? fays’ 


ae Solomon, not without fome uneafinefs at fuch 
i Kings itt a preface, as if there were any thing for her 
go, 2% to ask, which a dutiful child could deny to his 


own mother, So Solomon entreated her to 

goon, and to depend upon his readincfs to 

comply with her in any thing he could do. 

“Well, fon, fays Bathfheba, I make it my 

“ requeft then, that you will.give Abifhag in 

« marriage to your brother Adonijah.”” ‘The 

Solomon fur- king ftarted up at that propofal in a furprize, 

riv’datthe and difmifs’d his mother. ‘ No, no, fays 

motions # < Solomon, Adonijah has more ambitious de- 

ee 22. © figns in his head than the marrying of Abi- 

“¢ fhag. Why does he not {peak plain rather, 

“ and put in bis claim to the kingdom, as elder 

“6 brother; which he might every jot as ho- 

“ neftly do, and with one and the fame trou- 

“ ble. Firit, he defires Abithag in marriage; 

and then he has fortify’d himfelf with great 

fricnds and intcreft to back his preteniions: 

As Joab, the general for onc; Abiathar 

the high-pricft, for another, and the like.” 

Solomon or- Solomon at this rare deliberating and_compu- 

ders Adovi- ting upon the prefent ftate of things, fent’ Be-~ 

Le me Pp" naiah, the captain of the guards, with a com- 

Ver 2s.‘ miffion forthwith to kill his brother ; and then 

calling for Abiathar, the high-prieft, he told 

him, that though he had deferv’d to dic, yct 

in regard of the fervices he had done his fa- 

ther, and of the part he bore in bringing back 

Asd banifhes the ark, his punifhment fhould be thus: “Get 

Abiathar “© you gone, fays he, immediately from this 

from his pre-¢¢ place, and let my cyes never ice you more. 
fence, Ve 26- ¢¢ : ; 

Betake yourfelf to your own home; fix your 

“¢ habitation in the country, and there conti- 

‘ nue to the day of your death. You have 

been falfe to me in joining with Adonijah, 

and for that fault, this is your fentence. 


‘ 
Anddepofes ¢ 
him fiom the 


ontificate 
fer pining ¢€ You have made yourfclf unworthy of the 
ae *¢ honour of the pricfthood, and from this time 
Byres & forward you fhall exercife the fanétion no 
** more.” ‘ 
deal iguiry Tus was the caufe of tranflating the facer- 
toned  dotal dignity from the honfe of Ithamar (as 
from the God had foretold to Eli, the grandfather of 
houfe of oe into the family of Phinces, to Za- 
sms dock. During the continuance of the Ponti- 
gage. ficate in the houfe of Ithamar, reckoning from 
Thelineof Eli, the firft that executed that office, there 
Zadock. were of the family of Phinees, that Ied_pri-~ 
vate lives, Boccias, the fon of Jofeph ; Jona- 
than, of Boccias; Mareoth, of Jonathan; A- 
yapha, of Marcoth; Architob, of Arapha ; 
and Zadock, the fon of Architob, who was 
the firft high-prieft that was created under 
David. 
Job hear- = = Wuen Joab heard of the death of Adoni- 
er a Jah, being confcious to himfelf of having cul- 
flicsto the” tivated his friendthip, and ftudied his intercft 


altar, V. 28, More than the king’s, he took up a very rea~ 
fonable apprehenfion that his own turn would 
be next, and fo fled for fanétuary to the alear; 


not doubting but that the veneration the king | 


had for God, and for holy things, would be a 
Ssiomon cites Protection to him. When Solomon came to 
one ay underftand that Joab had taken fanétuary, he 
tice, V. ae fent Benaiah to cite him to a court of juttice 
Joab vefies tO anfwer for what he had done; but Joab re~ 
ieee fuled to quic the altar, declaring, “© ‘That if 

a ““ he muit perith, he would rather die there 

“‘ than in another place.’ Benaiah carry’d 


the Antiquities of the Jaws.. ° 


‘In this interval of a profound peace, both at 


2if 

this anfwer of Joab tothe king; who prefently 
order’d him. to cut off his head where he was, 
as a juft punifhment upon him for the two de 
teftabl€ murthers of Abner and Amafa, againit Co of where 
all the meafures of honour, humanity and juf- he was,V. 314 
tice; but the king gave it in charge to Be- : 
naiah, to fee his body bury’d, for a memorial to 
pottcrity of fo execrable a wickednefs, and 
likewife to acquit both himself and his father, 
of any rigour inthe death of Joab. Benaiah, Solomon 
upon the execution of this commiffion, was makes Benai- 
made general in Joab’s place ; and upon. the 22 eeneraliaie 
depoting of Abiathar the high-prieft, the king shee, Joa 7 
afligned Zadock to fucceed him. 7 "Zadock the 

SoLomon, at the fame time, appointed Shi- high-prict | 
mei to build himfelf a houfe at Jcrufalem, and 19 Asbiathar's, 
not to ftir out of it, or pafs the river Kedron *, So aks. 
upon the perilof his lite: neither was this me- solomon 
nace fufficient, without an oath, over ‘and confines Shi- 
above, to perform what he had promifed. © Shi- ea 
mei feem’d very well fatisfied with the condi- tees te 
tions, and gave his oath for the obfervance of on quin of 
them. Hercupon he quitted his own country, death never. 
and came and dweltat Jerufalem. About three t fas eur ot 
years aftcy this, ic happen’d thac two of Shi- eins v_ a6 
mei’s fervants ran away from him; and the .-.87 ; 
mafter hearing that they were at Gath, took Shimei crof- 
a journey thither, in order ro fetch them back fs the river, 
again. Upon his return with his tervants, the Sea 
king it feems got notice of tt, and took the 
double contempt fo heinoufly, frft of the com- 
mand, and then of the oath, that he cali’d 


Solomon or= 
ders Joab's 
head to be 


{Shimei to atevere account for the mifdermea- 
i nour, 


“ Didé& not thou {wearto mc, iays So- 

“ Jomon, that thou wouldit never ftir out of 

“ this city into any oth.r, to the day of thy 

“ death? and like a falfe wretch as thou art, 

“* thou haft now broken that facred oath, and 

“ for that perjury thou fhalt dic. ‘Take this 

“« for thy inftruétion too, that divine ven- 

“ geance, fooner or later, finds out the de- 

“ linquent; and that forbcarancc is fo far from 

“an acquittal, that it inflames the reckoning. 

“ ‘The hand of God is in this judgment upon 

“ thee, not only tor thy late perjury, but for 

‘© thy fins of ancient date; I mean thyribaldry And Benaist 
“and infolences againft my father, in the puts Shimei 

“ depth of his diftreffés. Think of it, fays '° oe ae 
‘ Solomon, for God is juft.”” _ And fo Benaiah eases 


ns 5 . the king’s 
put Shimei to death by the king’s order. order, V. 46. 











CHAP. IL 
Solomon marries the daughter of the king of Egypi. 
aud repairs the walls of Ferafalent ee 


dud with the gift of wifdom. The names of 
his great officers. He builds atemple, places 
the ark in it, eretis a frately palace, fortifies 
Serufalem, fubdues the Canaanites. His pro- 
digious wealth. The love of women brings hine 
to idolatry. .Adad firs up a {edition againft 
him. Feroboam foretold that ten tribes of the 
wwelue foal! fall under his allegiance. 


Coron had by this time all his enc- Gel. cap. 
mics under je€tion; his ase oe 
blifh’d, the mde iene peopled sled aod hie women bee 

> lds people ictrled, and his ing now fer 
government coniequently: made éafy to him. ted in a pro- 
found peuce,y 
marries Pha- 
roah’s daugh- 


tT 


home and abroad, he took to wife the daugh- 


‘ter of the king of Egypt; fell to work upon ter, 1 Kings 


rebuilding the walls of Jerufalem, which heiii. 1. _ . 
made much larger and ftronger than they were He repairs 


before; and fo apply’d himfelf to the office of Josablena, tb 
: Hhh his” ages 


FLAVIUS JOSEPHUS of — Book VII, 


“* when I was thinking to fuckle my own in~ 
* fant, the child was not to be found, but a 
“* dead one laid in the place; for I know my 
“* own child by moft infallible marks. I have 
“ prefs’d her for my child; but the kecps it 
“trom me, and bears me down that it is her 
* child ftill, and I have no witnefs to prove 
““ the contrary. Now Sir, fays the woman, 
“ I humbly befeech your majefty to fee right 
** done betwixt us.” “© Well, fays the king 
“to the other woman, and what have you 
now to fay for yourfelf?” ‘¢ She laid no 
“ fuch child there, fhe faid, but the living 
** child was her own, and fo ftood upon her 
“* jultification.”? People were all in the dark 
what judgment to make of it, for want of 
competent proofs, till Solomon bethoughe 
himiclf of this expedient. He order’d the 
two children, one living, and the other dead, 
to be brought, and one of his guards to take 
his {word, and cut them both in halves, juft in 
the middle, and fo divide them betwixt the 
two pretended mothers, half of the one, and 
halt of the other, to cithcr of them. This 
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his publick adminiftrarion. He was very 

young, *tis truc, but want of years was never 

any hindrance or excufe to him in the doing 

of juiticc, or in the execution of the lews, or 

in the paying of a religious reverence to the 

Solomon pars authority and doétrine of his dying father’s 

reverence t@ precepts 3 for in one word, fuch was the preg- 

the precepts nancy, even of his carly youth, that he ruled 

of hisdyitS and managed every thing with a judgment that 

Feit id 3 might have become the gravity of a moft con- 
fummated experience. _ : : 

Now finding himfelf in this ftatc of quict 

and treedom, he thought he could not do ber- 

ter than co addrefs himfelf co God by_prayer 

and facrifice, in acknowledgment ot  thefe 

Soiomon goes Mercics 5 and upon that metion he went to He- 

to Hebron, bron *, where he offer'd upon Mofcs’s brazen 

and there 44- alrar, long fince erected there, a thoufand vic- 

crinces UPOM cims tor a burnt-ollering. This piety and zeal 

Staley ie wus fo acecptable to God, that the very night 

Ver following he appear’d unto him in a dream; 

God bids So- and ro thew him chat che fervices of his heart 

and good-will thould not go unrewarded, he 

i, bad him ask what he would, and ic fhould be 



































































>granted him. Solomon pitch’d upon the} was look’d upon to be a kind of a childith 
grstdt hie, grearett and the moit valuable thing he could | fentence at firit; but one of the women crying 
a asks think of, and that which he concluded would | out carneftly, and begging that her companion 
for aright 6¢ meit agreeable to the approbation of the | might rather have the child, and pafs for the 


Seek 


mother of it, provided only that the life of ic 

might be fpar’d, and fhe hericlf have the com- 

fort of fecing it yct amongft the living. This 

was all fhe had to ask, ihe faid: The other 

woman all this while quictly fubmitting to the 
judgment, and not without fome feeming fa- 
tistaction at the calamity of her neighbour; a 

crucl, certainly, and a hard-hearted pleafure ! 

The king, in fine, adjudg’d the child to the Solomonad- 
right woman, upon the evidence of her ten- judges the 
dernefs and natural affetion; highly con- cna ae 
demning the wickednefs of the other, that af- ibd. : 
er fhe had kill’d her own child, did what fhe 

could to deftroy that of her friend’s too. This 

was fo fingular an_inftance of the king’s wif- 

dom, fagacity, and condu@&, that from that 

day forward, the people honour’d and obey’d 

him, as a prince that aéted by the guidance 

and direction of a divine impulfe. 

He had his governors and great officers in Solomon's 

all his provinces. There was Bc, the fon of Boor of 
Hur, in the tribe of Ephraim, including Beth- freer; Kings 
Ichem. The fon of Aminadab, fon-in-law to iy. 1-19. 
Solomon, had the command of Dora, and the 
fea coaft. The great plain was under Baana, 
the fon of Achil, and fo as far as to the riyer 
of Jordan, The fon of Geber had the govern-~ 
ment of the Gileadites and the Guulonites, 
as far as Mount Libanus; within which com- 
mand there were fixty large and well fortified 
cities. Achinadab, that marricd Bafima, an- 
other of Solomon’s daughters, had the govern- 
ment of all Galilee up to Sidon. “Under 
Baanah was the government of the fea coaft 
about Afher. Jchofaphat commanded the 
mountains Irabyr and Carmel, and all the 
Lower Galilce, to the farther fide of Jordan. 
The whole country of the Benjamites was un- 
der the government of + Subes; and the land 
beyond Jordan was under Tabar. Thefe were 
Solomon’s governors, and he had one licute- 
nant-gencral to fupcrintend them all. 

So foon as the people found themfelves fet- The peor 


mre fettled in? 
ted in a ftate of peace and plenty, and out of fave of pe 


giver, and at the Jame time moit advantageous 
to the receiver. It was not filver, nor gold, 
nor any of thofe vulgar fatista¢tions, thar 
young men, and the miituken part of the world 
commonly fet their hearts upon, thac he chofe 
as the only things worth asking: this, I fay, 
was not Solomon’s with; but, “ Lord, fays 

‘* he, grant mea right apprehenfion of mat- 

“¢ ters, and a found judgment, that may en-~ 

‘* able me to govern this people according to 

rdisfo well © truth and juttice.” This choice of Solo- 

"1 mon’s was fo acceptable to God, that he not 

only promis’d him what he defir’d, but riches 

and glorv over and above; and in the firft 
place, fuch a degree of underftanding, and of 

a practical wif{dom, as no man, cither publick 

or private, could ever pretend to before him; 

with a tarther promife, that upon condition of 
his continuing juit to the world, obedient in 
all things to God, and treading in the fteps, 
and imitating the eminent virtues of his father, 
the government fhould remain in his family 
if tor many ages. Upon thefe words Solomon 
vor aWak’d, arofe out of his bed immediately, 

: * worlhipp’d, and gave thanks, and fo returned 

e to Jerutalem, where he facrifieed to God be- 

ao tore the tabernacle, and feafted all his people. 

. Asour this time there was a difficulr cafe 
brought befere him, which I thall give the 
reader u particular account of, partly for the 
nicety of it, and partly for the ufe it may be 
ci to others, in exciting the like induftry of 
dcarch and ferutiny, upon the like occafion. 
‘There came to the king two common merce- 
nary proftitutes for juftice. The planctiff told 
her tale firft, and it was to this effect: “'This 

ae of a “* woman, fays fhe, and I liv’d both in a lodg- 

ing, and it was our fortune to be deliver’d 
cach of us of a male child on the fame day 
and Four. Within a matter of three days, 
this weman having overlaid her own chil 

and {mother’d it, took mine foftly out of 
my arms as I was afleep, and laid her’s in 

*‘ the place of in Early the next morning, 
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' Chap. II. 
fear of any diftraétions by war or tumult, they 
They apply gave themfelves-up to husbandry and improve- 
themielves to ments, and in a fhort time advanc’d their for- 
husbandry — gunes and poffeffions (the tribe of Judah cfpe- 
and trade» Cally) to a miracle. The king had likewife 
other officers, befide thofe beforementioned, 
over the Syrians, and other barbarous nations, 
between Egypt and Euphrates, to whom he 
committed the care of his receipts, thofe pco- 
ple being his tributaries. ‘The daily propor- 
fons tor the tion of provifions that thefe people furnifh’d 
king’s own every day for the king’s own table and enter- 
table and ¢" eginment, was thirty chomers *.of fine flower, 
rerrainmert’s +hreefcore chomers of meal, ten fat oxen, twen- 
1Rungs™ ey oxen out of the pafturcs, and a hundred fat 
hy lambs, befide deer, birds, fifhes, and other 
contingent curiofities of the chace. He had 
The number fo prodigious a number of chariots, that there 
of his cha= were forty thoufand ftalls provided for the 
poe ore horfes that belonged to them, over and above 
cee. Wor? twelve thoufand horfemen that were of his 
guards; the onc half being quarter’d in Jeru- 
falem, near his perfon, and the other half dif- 
tributed into out-villages near the city; and 
the fame officer that was commiflary for the 
expence of the king’s table, was appointed 
alfo to provide neceflaries for the king’s houfe, 

which way foever he mov’d. 
Tuer wifdom, in fine, and knowledge of 
Solomon, being a divine infufion, was fo far 
beyond the philofophy and underftanding of 
the antients, that the Egyptians themfelves, 
though reputed the wifeft of men, fell infinite- 
ly fhort of him; and fo did the great men of 
his age among the Hebrews, how highly foever 
celebrated and eftcemed ; as for example, there 
was Athan, and Heman, and Calcol, and Do- 
Solomon’s dan, the fons of Hemahon. ‘This wonderful 
writings and prince compos’d a thoufand and five books of 
compoittons, odes and poems, and three thoufand books of 
Ver 32 parables and fimilies. He wrote the hiftory 
of plants, from the cedar to the hyflop; and 
fo of cattle and beafts of the earth, water- 
fowl and the birds of the air; for he un- 
derftood the nature of all thefe creatures; ftu- 
died and philofophiz’d upon it, and upon their 
refpective proprietics and difpofitions. And 
he did not only know and underftand (by a 
gift from above,) but likewife improve his 
knowledge and underftanding of thefe things, 
for the help and benefit of mankind, even to 
the confufion of the devils themfelves; for he 
Charms, in- Compos’d charms and incantations for the cure 
of difeafes, and left behind him forms of 
conjuration, in writing, fo effectual againft 
evil fpirits, that they Hy before them, with- 
out ever daring to return; which way of re- 
medy is much in requeft with our people to 
Blears way this day. ‘ I faw one + Eleazar, a country- 
ieee “man of mine, difpofleffing of people in the 
Ver. “| prefence of Vefpafian, and his fons, officers 
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and forms of 
conjuration. 
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time of Vet. : : 4 
pafitn, ** and foldiers, and his method was this: he | ‘ 
Arnot under“ @pplied a ring to the noftrils of the perfon | “ 
the fealofa “ poflefs’d, with apiece of acertain root con-| “ 

ce 


ec 


vey’d under the feal of it,being a fecret of So- 
lomon’s. The demoniack did but fmell to it, 
and the devil was drawn out by the nofe. 
The fpiric threw the man down, but Elea- 
zar adjur’d it never totrouble him any more; 


ring for the 
demoniuck to <¢ 


{mell to, ce 
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fion of Solomon to the throne, Hiram, the 
king of Tyre, who ever had a great afleétion latory embaf- 
for the father, fent a gratulatory embally to fy 
the fon, upon the news of his acceffion to the mon, 1 Kings 
government, exprefling great joy to fec it con- 
tinued in the family. 
ambafladors, Solomon laid hold of the occa~ 
fion, and wrote a Ictter to Hiram in thefe 
words: 
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making frequent mention of Solomon’s nam¢ 
in the time of the operation, and reciting: 
charms and incantations of his invention. 
Eleazar, after this, was willing to fhew thé Another met. 
company a mafter-picce 3 fo he fet a cup, of térpicce of — 

bat £ Viewlecdi - Bleazar’s, by 
a bafon of water, at a little diftance from a - 

aie gis a cup of wa- 

man that was poticfs d, and adjur d‘the de- ter, naming: 
vil to overturn this bafon at his leaving the Solomon of- 
mean, as atoken to the company that he had ten in the 
quitted him. This being done, no body °PeMtor 
doubted of the admirable knowledge and 
wifdom of Solomon.” I have thought fic 


to infert this narration for the honour of this 
king’s wonderful and extenfive genius, and to . 
thew how much he was in God’s favour, and 
how eminent in all manner of excellencics. 


Upon the death of David, and the fuccefs Hiram, the 
king of Tyre; 

fends a gratu- 

to Solo-, 


v. I. 


Upon the return of thefe 


King Solomon to king Hiram, greeting. 


E it known unto thee, O king, that my King Solo: 
father David had it a long time in his ™0n's letter 


mind and purpofe to build a temple to the Sealey 


Lord; but being perpetually in war, in his the building 
days, and under a neceflity of clearing his ofthe temple, 


‘ Ver. 2--6. 
and making them all and 2 Chron, 


ii, 3--10. 


hands of his enemies, 
his tributaries, before he could attend this 
great and holy work, he hath left it to 
me ina time of peace both to begin and 
to finith it, according to the direétion, as 
well as the prediGtion, of Almighty God. 
Bleffed be his great name for the prefene 
tranquillity of my dominions; and by his 
gracious affiftance, I fhall now dedicate the 
beft improvements of this liberty and leifure 
to his honour and worfhip; wherefore I 
make it my requeft, that you will let fome 
of your own people go along with fome fers 
vants of mine to Mount Libanus, to affitt 
them in cutting down materials towards 
this building; for the Sydonians underftand 
it much better than we do. As for the 
workmen’s reward, or wages, whatever you 
think reafonable, fhall be punétually paid 
them.” 

Hiram was wonderfully pleafed with So+ 


lomon’s letter, and’ returned him the follow 
ing anfwer : 


King Hiranz to king Solomon. 


OTHING could have beeri_ more Hiram’s aii: 
welcome to me, than to underftand fwer tothe — 
that the government of. your blefled father Iter #beves 
. 4 5 . ‘i much to So- 
is devolved, by God’s providence, into the jomon’s fatif. 
hands of fo excellent, fo wife, and fo vir- faction, Ver. 
tuous a fucceflor; his holy name be praifed 11--16 
for it. ‘That which you write for, fhall be 
done with all care and good-will; for I 
will give order to cut down, and to expore 





* A Chomer, or Cére, contained about fix hundred and five pints Englifh meafure; thirty of which amounted 


to eis 
Do 
dared This word in Scripture is tranflated meafures. 


j See Cunaus de Rep. Hebr, Hb.i. c. 32. 


shteen thoufand, one hundred and fifty Englifh pints, and threefcore to thirty fix thoufand and three hun- 


e¢ fuch 
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fuch quantities of the faireft cedars and G5 
prefe-trees, as you fhall have ee ne 
My people fhall bring them to the ca fi . 
for you, and trom thence fhip them aw ay t 
what port you pleafe, where they may 1c 
ready for your own men to tranfport them 
to Jerufalem. It would be a great obliga- 
tion, after all this, to allow us fuch a pro- 
vifion of corn in exchange, as muy ftand 
with your convenience ; tor that is the com- 
moditw we iilanders want mott.” 
The dapli- Tue duplicates of thefe lectcrs ae ee 
cates of thefe to this day, both in our own, and in the ee 
fettersare ti rian records; and they that have 2 mind to be 
Cte better fatisficd in che cruth of this, let them 
only confule the keepers of thefe regiltrics, 
and they fhall find che matter of tact in thotc 
pzpers to be juit as we deliver it I write 
this to acquic mytfelf to the reader, by way of 
precaution, thac I do not inrermix any inven- 
tions of my own, or things curious, or but 
barely probable, for the ornament of the re- 
Jatien; but that Lam willing to put every 
thing thac I deliver ro the ftrets of the itrictett 
ferutiny ; and, in truth, there can be no pre- 
varicating in a fubject of this quality, without 
extreme Impicty and feandal; and f thall not 
take it ill to be blafted-tor the worlt of tor- 
gers, if there fhall be any thing found in my 
papers that will not abide the uccermoft tcit. 
calomon or: UPON the receipt of Hiram’s letter, pole 
hes hiicarn TOM Was wonderfully pleafed with the frank- 
yearly pre-  nefs and humanity of the proceeding ; fo that 
fent of wheat, in regurn tor his goodnefs and refpeét, he or- 
oi, &e se der’d him a yearly prefent of two thoufand 
pag cae chomers of wheat *, and likewife of two thou- 
T2~16. fand vetleIs of oil, and as many of wine, of 
feventy two quarts a-piece. This was the firtt 
earneit of a friendthip betwixt thefe two kings; 
and ic continued to inercafe to the lait, every 
day firmer and ftronger. sa 
Tue king order’d his people to provide him 
thircy thoutand workmen, which he difpofed 
i. of in fuch eafy ways and methods of diftri- 
i, bution, that their labour fhould not be gric- 
-. vous to them. The number of them was thrice 
ten thoufand, and their poft was to do duty 
for one month, by ten thoufand at a time, in 
cutting down wood upon Mount Libanus, and 
to be reliew’d at the month’s end by the fecond 
ten thoufand, and the feeond, after another 
month, by the third; fo that they had two 
month’s liberty to be at their own homes ; and 
fo thus in 2 circle, every fourth month, cach 
tcn thoufand to take their turn over again. 
Their infpector-general, or fuperintendent,was 
mike Adoniram. Betide thefe, there were feventy 
thoufand toreigners, formerly defign’d by Da- 
vid, tor the carrying of ftones and other ma- 
terials; cighty thoufand ftone-cutters and ma- 
fons, and three thoufand and three hundred 
overfcers of the work. Their order was to 
make ufc of the largeft ftones they could get 
for the foundation, and to have them fquar’d, 
and ready wrought upon the mountains where 
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they grew, and thence to be carricd whole 
to Jérufalem; in which injunétion Hiram’s 
men were concern’d as well as any of the 
refit. 
SoLtomon was now in the fourth year of The time 
his rcign, when he began this mighty work ; when Solo. 
and of that year, the fecond month, which 70H began» 
the Macedonians call Artemifius, and the He= orine ronck 
brews Jar; five hundred ninety two  ycars 1 Kingsvi 1! 
from the Ifraelites coming out of Egypt; a 

thoufand and twenty years trom Abrahum’s 

coming out of Mcfopotamia into the land of 

Canaan; fourteen hundred and forty from the 

deluge; and from the creation of the world, 

three thoufand one hundred and two. It was 

alfo in the eleventh ycar of ‘Hiram, the king 

of Yyre; and two hundred and forty ycars 

after the building of that city. 

Tue foundation was laid prodigioufly decp 3 The founds 
and the itones not only of the largett fize, but tion of it, 
hard and firm enough to endure all weathers, * Chrenati 
and proof againft the worm 3 belide, that they 
were fo morteiled one into another, and wedg’d 
into the rock, that the ftrength and curiolity 
of the bafis was not Iefs admirable than the 
bulk and ornament of the intended fuper{truc- 
ture, and the one every way anfwerable ro the 
beauty and magnificence of the other. ‘The 
walls were all of a white ftone {rom the ground The walls, 
to the cicling. The height of the building The dimen 
was fixty cubits ||, the length as much, and fions, Ver.g 
the breadth twenty; over which there was 
another ftage of the fame dimenfions ; fo that 
the whole height of the building, from bot- 
tom to top, was a_ hundred and ** twenty 
cubits, and it look’d toward the eaft. The 
porch, or court next to the entrance, was The orderof 
twenty cubits in length, to anfwer the temple ; the poeke 
ten *-- in breadth, and a *# hundred and °™™ 
twenty cubits in height. There was built 
round about it, and againft the outward walls, 
like fo many buttrefies to fupport it, thirty 
cells, or little houfes, in the form of gallcrics, 
opening one into another. The length and 
breadth of thefe cells was five and twenty 
cubits cach, and the height twenty; and 
there were two other floors over this, of the 
fame make and proportions ; amounting alto- 
gether to the juft height of the lower part of 
the fabrick, which we have been {peaking of; 
for thefe cells or gallerics went no higher than 
the top of the firft ftory. They were all cicled 
with cedar, and every partition had its cover= 
ing apart, independant one of another; but 
they were all coupled and faften’d together, 
by long and large beams, in fuch a tafhion, 
that they look’d but like one piece, and as if 
the very walls were the ftronger for them. 

Under thefe beams were feveral curious varie~ The beauty” 
tics of carving, fret-work, gilding, &c. the and orn 

walls all wainfcoted with cedar, and fo i+ ments ott 

luftrated with works in gold, that the dazzling 
{plendor made every thing about it look glo-~ 
rious. The whole frame, in fine, was rais’d 
upon ftones, polifh’d to the highcit degree of 


* Viz. One million, two hundred and ten thoufand Englifh pints. 


Tt Jofephus departs from the Scripture in this account of 
; for the comparing of which we refer the reader to 1 Kings vi, vii. and 2 Chron. ii, iii, iv. 
, Was near twenty two Englith inches; fixty cubits rherefore muft amount 
cee more than an hundred and nine feet; thatis, thirty fix yards and a foot. 

ney cubits amounted to fomething more than th 


ing of the temple 


iA Jewith cubit, according to Calmet, 
to fomething 


ae Bae . 
*> Ten cubits amounted to eighteen feet, 


ears. See 1 Kings vi. as alfo in fome parts of the build- 


irty fix Englith feet; that is, twelve yards. 


and fome odd inches; that is, ro full fix yards, 


we 5 bees i ha Zs : 7 ¢ 
= -An hundred and twenty cubits amounted to fomething more than two hundred and eighteen fect, that is, 
9 & 8g 3 


feventy two yards and two feer, 


perfec 
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Chap. II. 


The cnriolity perfeétion, and fo artificially put together, 

jn the peti" chat there was no joint to be difcerned, nor 

of it ogc the Jeaft fign of a hammer, or of ‘any .work- 
ing tool that had ever come uponit ; all things 
being fo adjufted and accommodated; one 
piece to another beforehand, that upon the 
whole matter it look’d liker the work of pro- 
vidence and nature, than the product of art 
or human invention. 

Now in regard that the fecond ftory had 
not a large door to it at the ecaft end of ir, as 
the lower had, but only fome imall doors to 
go in at, from the fides above, Solomon con- 

sy contri- triv’d a pair of winding {tairs to be cut through 
vance for ps the thicknefs of the wall, for a pailage to the 
sages ot COM” Ypper part. ‘The infide of the temple was all 
manic Jin’d with cedar; and the cramping of the 
timbers together with ttrong irons, was a great 
ftrength and fecurity to the building, The 


Apatition king caufed ic to be laid in two divifions; 

of it into (W phat is to fay, the inner part, or holy of ho- 
1S. . = : < * 

divihor’ —“‘Jies, of twenty cubits {quare, which was 


inacceffible; and the other of forty cubits *, 
which was afligned to the ufe and fervice of 
the prieft. In the partition wall, berwixe the 
inner and the outward part of the temple, he 
buile large cedar doors, which were richly 
gilt, and delicately carved, betide choice cu- 
Tiofitics of fancy and hiftory, embroider’d up- 
on a hanging veil before it, of rich filks and 
fine linnen, interwoven with beautiful flowers ; 
fome purple, fome fearlet, and the colours all 
in perteétion. 

SoLromon caufed alfo to be made two che- 
rubims of mafly gold, which he dedicated to 
God in the holy place, both of a fize; being 
cach of them five cubits high, and two wings, 
each of them of five cubits in length; which 
being ftretched out, one touched the fouth fide, 
and the other the north; and with their other 
two wings, they met oneanother, over-{pread- 
The holy ark ing the holy ark in the middle. It is not for. 
inthe middle. any man to defcribe, or fo much as to imagine 

a defcription of thefe cherubims. And then 
The very the very floor of the temple was overlaid with 
floor, and the beaten gold, the doors very large, and pro- 
coowsall rich Dortion’d to the height of the walls, twenty 
nd glorious, : : 2 
with gold up- cubits broad, and fill gold upon gold. To 
ogo. ~ fpcak all in a word, it was gold all ever, and 
nothing wanting, either within or’ without, 
that might contribute to the glory and mag- 
nificence of the work. ‘There was a curious 
curtain, or hanging, put up at this gate, as at 
the other, but none at the entranccinto the porch. 


Two golden 
cherubims 10 
the holy 

lacey 
a Chron, M1. 
lo 13. 


Sstomon _ Sotromon had heard of a famous man in 

Tee Tyre for working in gold, filver, and other 
cy ~ . r 

Tye, af. Metals, whofe name was Hiram. He was an 


mous archi. €Minenct architect, over and above. His mo- 


oo ther was of the tribe of Naphthali, and his 
fh father, by extraétion, an Ifraelite. He fent 
Kings vila, £08 this man to Tyre, and cmploy’d him in 

his bufinefs ; and wherefoever Solomon had 

any thing to do that was difficult or curious, 
it was perform’d by Hiram. He cait him two 
eee brazen hollow pillars of four fingers thick in 
ae the mecal, + cighteen cubits high, and || twelve 


in circumference 5 two chapitcrs of brais on 


NEY, 
oa - . : 
the tops of the two pillars. five cubits each. 
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Thefe were cover’d with a kind of brafs net- - 

work; and below them were flowers or lilly- 

work of the fame contrivance, with two rows 

of pomegranates hanging down, a hundred in 

each row: Thefe two pillars he placed in the 

entrance of the porch; one on the right-hand, 

which he called Jachin 5; and the other on the 

left, which he called Boaz. , 
He made a veftfel alfo of molten brafs, The figure of 

fomewhat after the figure of a globe, cut off in the pies 

the middle, which for the largencfs of it he {8,2 -0"°™ 

called his tea. It was made goblet-fafhion, ~~ 7 

the diameter ten cubits from fide ro fidc, four 

fingers thick, with a twifted pillar of oné cu- 

bit over, under the middle of it for a fup- 

porter. _Around this pillar were placed the 

figures of twelve bulls, or oxen; facing, by, 

three and threc, the four principal quarters of 

eaft, weft, north, and fouth. ‘They itood ina 

potition lower behind than before, which was 

both an cafing to the weight, and kept ic frm 

and fteddy. ‘This fea, or vetlel, held three 

thoufand baths, reckoning every bath at about 

ten Englith pottles. 

Hiram made alfo ten bafes of brafs of an Ten bafes of 

oblong iquare, and all of the fame form and. brafs for as 

dimentions; that is to fay, five cubits in length eraniy Jarsces 

each of them, four in breadth, and fix in ~ 

height. ‘The feveral picces were caft apart, and 

then put together atrer this manner: there 

were four pillars, or underfetters, one to the 

corner of every bafe, which were fo incorpo- 

rated with the reft of the work, that they 

ferved not only to uphold the weight, but to 

keep the fides tight one to another. Upon the 

fquares were the figures of a lion, a bull, an 

eagle, &c. and the like images alfo upon the 

pillars, and upon the plates of the borders. 

‘The whole work was mounted upon four 

wheels, a cubit and a half over, all of cait- 

work; nave, fpokes, and every thing belong= 

ing to it; and it was a wonderful thing to fee 

how true and accurately every inch ot it was 

wrought. ‘The angles were made good with 

embotied work of thoulders, hands, paws of 

lions, talons of cagles; with refts or Icdges 

of rail upon them to receive the laver; but fo 

artificially fitted to the figures ot thole crea- 

tures, as they were there reprefented upon the 

pannels, together with branches of palm-trees 

intermixed upon the fame piccc, that every 

thing look’d as natural as if it had been to 

the life. 

‘Tis was the ftructure of the ten bafes; and Ten brazen 
to thefe bafes he made ten lavers of the fame lavers for ics 
metal, and of a roundifh conchous form, each as ibid. 
containing forty baths; the height *-> four 
cubits, and the diameter as much. Thefe ten 
lavers were fet upon as many bafes, which in 
their language they called Mechenoth. They 
were all placed in the temple; five of them 
on the left-hand, at the north fide; and the 
other five at the fouth fide, on the right, 
looking toward the ecaft. In the fame place 
ftood likewife the brazen fea. They were all All placed in 
fill’d with water; the fea for the ufe of the Sa 
priefts to wath their hands and feet with, upon oN a 
entering the fanttuary, before they went up to 


* ai ae 2 Se Be 
Forty cubits amounted to fomething more than feventy tw6 


{ Viz. Something above nine feet ; ‘that is, three yards. 
+ Almoft three and thirty feet ; 
I! Twelve cubits 


aN Bs 


feet; that is, to upwards of twenty four yards, 


that is, near cleven yards. ; 
poy bits amount to fomething more than twenty one feet; that is,, above feven yards, 
T Pour cubits amount to fomething above feven feet ; that is, two yards and a foot. 
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che altar; and the reit ef the lavers tor clean- 

ne et the inwards, and other parts of the 
batnt-ofleiings. : 

Hr erected moreover a brazen altar of twen- 

- ey cutits in length, 2s many over, and ten in 

® deprh, for the tervice of the holocautts; pro~, 

‘viding all the veilels thereunto belonging of 

the fame ftulf; as boilers, water-pots, ficth- 

+ ccratiables, hooks, &e. He dedicated alfo a world of ta~ 

Vere bles, and one of pure gold for the thew-bread, 

larger than the reit. But there were a great 

many others yet of feveral makes and tizes, 

not much inierior to that tor the fhew-bread, 

and fufficient to hold twenty thoufand golden 

cups and yetlels, and twice the number of fil- 

ver ones.- He made a provifion likewife of 

CandkHcks. twelve thouland candlefticks, according to the 

appointment of Mofes; and one of them to be 

applied by a peculiar dedication to the fervice 

ot the remple, and there to be kept with lights 

in them, burning day and nighr, after the di- 

rection of the law. | The rable for the fhew- 

bread was placed on the north fide, over- 

againtt the candlettick which ftood on the fouth, 

cise tin Beewixt thefe two was the golden altar. This 

: was all in the tore part of the temple of forty 

cebits, anda partition-veil betwixt that and 

the holy of holies, where the ark of the co- 

Venant was to be kept. 

Wiss cops, Tue king caufed to be made likewife, four- 

me foore thouland wine-cups, and ten thoufand 

golden vetlels, and goblets of other forts and 

fathions, and twice as many filver oncs. Plates 


or galleries about it, and tour itately gates, 
that open’d eatt, weit, north, and fouth-; the 
doors all plated and inlaid with. gold. This 
place was commen to all people, provided 
they came thither with that purity of prepa- 
ration and legal qualification which the law 
required. 
Tue erecting of this outward building was 
fo dtupendous an undertaking, that no tongue 
can exprefs the difficulties of railing it; and 
the man would have much ado co believe his 
own very cyes.that faw it; fuch hollows, fuch A horag 
depths to be fill’d up, as 2 body could hardly depth of, 
have look’d upon, or but fo much as fancied, pct to be 
. . z so: . al} dd n 7 
without turning his brain; + four hundred level fo 
cubits to be brought up toa level with the the ereai 
top of the mountain, only to make the work of this 
regular, and the groundeven. This port was brick. 
encompafs’d again with a kind of double cloif~ 
ter, and two rows of pillars to fupport ir, 
every pillar. being cut whole out of the rock. 
The doors were all filver-work; the roof fret- 
work, and.the wainfcotting all of cedar. 

Turs admirable ftruéture was but feven This wonders 
years in hand, and itis hard to fay, confider- ful ttructurs. 
ing the magnitude, the curiofity, the expence, ¥2s but freq 
and the ornament on the one hand, and, the years a build. 
difpatch of it on the other, which was the * 
more wonderful of the two; for it was effec~ 
tually the bufincfs of many. ages drawn into 
the compafs of a very few years. 

Tuxrs mighty undertaking being now Sik 

brought to pericétion, Solomon wrote to all uintran ts 
the cldcrs of Hrael,and the heads of the tribes, elders and 
to fummon the people up to Jerufalem to fee heads of the 
the temple, and to affift in tranfporting thither jae 
the ark of the covenant, The rcfolution was jee ee 
duly notified, and in the feventh month,which ple, and 
we call Thuri, and the Macedonians Hyper- tranfport the 
bereteus, with much ado they got together. bara 
In this month was the feaft of tabernacleg, ; eo 
which among the Hebrews.was accounted the ” 
moft facred and folemn of their feftivals ; fo 
the priefts took up the ark, and Mofes’s taber- On the fat 
nacle, with the holy veffels belonging to the of taberm- 
altar, and carried them all into the temple ; “ls the 
the king, and the whole congregation, with bre at 4 
the Levites, marching before them, with thcir into the tem 
facrifices and oblations, fprinkling the ground, PlsVery-p 
as they pafs’d, with their blood, and perfu- {he oe 
ming the air with the fragrancy of incenfe and preceon 
{weet odours, to fuch a. degree, that people ibid. 
were fenfible of it at a diftance, and reflected 
upon the delicacy of the: breath they drew, as 
no lefs than a ccleftial influence; "inferring 
from that agreeable alteration, that God him- 
{elf had defcended from Heaven to confecrate 
the temple that was'newly built, and dedi- 
cated to himfelf, and therein to take up his 
abode ; for though the whole congregation 
came finging and dancing all the way to the 
temple, they went on frefh and cheerfully to 
their journcy’s end. This was the manner of 
their tranfporting the ark. 

Wuen they were now come to the holy of The ark dee 
holics, where it was to be depolited, the peo- Fee as 
lc withdrew, and the priefts only that brought ji phic! 

it, carried it in to the oracle, and there placed pnier the 


mye nutted. Beyond this partition was another 
iquare court or building, with large portico’s!ic under the figure of the two cherubims that bye Se 
: ims, 2are 


A cr nr en grr ve 7 


et t « ade * . . * 

J Phe Hin, according to Calmet, contained fomething more than ten Englih pints ‘The Affaron was the fame 
vith the Gomor, or Omer; and, according to the aforefaid author, contained fomething sore than fix TEnglifh 
Pits, 


7 Thavis, feven hundred and twenty eight feet, or two hundred and forty two yards, and two feet. 



















































seigolt- ond dithes of gold to fteep the flour in upon 
the altar, eighty thoufand; and of filver, 


iy mea Gouble the number. Golden meafures, fuch as 








Pare: the Mofaical Hin and Affaron *, twenty thou- 
rd fand; and as many more of filver. Golden 
cen- cenfers for incenfe twenty thoufand, and fitty 
thoufand other cenfers to carry fire from the 
great altar to the lictle one within the temple. 
is) THis mighty prince made a provifion alfo 
_..of a thoufand prictts habits; as robes, cphods, 
““‘faits of precious ftones, &c. only there was 
~~ but one crown with Mofes’s infcription of God 
upon it, which is yet to be feen to this very 
ts, day. There were alfo filken vefts and purple 
he girdles for the pricits, ten thoufand of each; 
two hundred thoufand trumpets, according to 
the inftitution of Mofes, and as many filken 
¢ Holes tor the Levites that chaunted the holy 
hymins, betide four hundred thoufand mutical 
aca inftruments; as harps, pfalteries, and the like, 
i amt age. which were made of a mixe metal betwixt 
vege old and filver, to accompany the voiccs. 
Tuners was nothing wanting, in fine, of 
induftry, magnificence, or expence toward the 
advancing of this glorious work, that might 
cither expres the zeal of the founder himfelf 
tor the honour of God, or ftir up the like af 
teétions in others. When the preparatory part 
schureh. WAS Over, the church fluff was depofited in the 
o-holy treafury, and fet apart for religious ufes. 
The temple ittelt’ was fenced with an enclo- 
we fure of three foot in height, [in Hebrew Gi- 
vin 10, | to keep out the laity trom entering into 
tthe t place where only the priefts were to be ad- 
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the Antiquities of the JEWs. 2479 
“* thy benefits and mercies? ‘or what'can’' wé 
“* that-have nothing to give) pretend to“dd 
for thee that wanteft nothing, when the-ve- 
ry leaft of ‘thy bounties:arc above afd Bé= 
yond all’requital? — ‘We’ Can only fender 
thee praife, acknowledgment, and thatkf 
** giving ; and that indééd is’a ‘prerogativé 
** faculty that thou hait-'vouchfafed to’ man= 


were reprefented with the points of their 
wings touching one another, which look’d 
like a kind of cover and proteétion to the ark 
that was juft under them, ‘There was nothing 










ten commandments engraven upon them, as 
‘The 


candleftick, table, and golden altar, ftood in 


the fame ordcr now in the fanétuary, as they 


** kind above all other creatures; {o tHat' this 


God's appro- ceptance of the work they were upon, and of 


lelfing upon ¢c 





























did at firft in the cabernacle, when they offer’d 
their’ daily facrifices. ‘The brazen altar was 
placed dircétly againft the door, for the better 
view of the magnificence of the worfhip on 
the other fide ; and then for the reft of the 
holy utenfils and veficls, they were all laid up 
together in the temple. 

Tue ark being now difpos’d of into its 


ee 
cc 
ce 
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and the pricfts withdrawn, there defcended a 
cloud, which fo fill’d and darken’d the place, 
thar they could hardly fee one another through 
it; not like-an heavy wintes’s cloud, big with 
foul weather, but only fuch a temperate brcath- 
ing diffufion, as by the benignity and fereniry 
of its appearance was look’d upon to be rather 
a token of God’s fpecial approbation and ac- 


ee 


his coming down to dwell among them in that 
temple as in his own houfe, than the effeét of 
any natural caufe. , a. ty 
Wuuitt the people’s heads were taken u 
with thefe thoughts,Solomon ftood up, and wit! 
a grace and majefty becoming the dignity of 
the fubjeét and occafion, addreffed himfclf in 
a fhort prayer to Almighty God in words to 
this effeét : “ Lord, fays he, thou that inha- 
* biteft eternity, and haft raifed out of no- 
thing’ the mighty fabrick of this univerfe ; 
the heavens, the air, the earth, and the fea; 
thou that filleft the whole, and every thing 
that is in it, and art thyfelf unbounded and 
incomprehenfible, look down gracioufly up- 
on thy fervants that’ have prefumed to creét 
a temple here to the honour of thy great 
name.’ Lord, hear our prayers, and reccive 
our facrifices ; thou that art cvery where, 
vouchfafe alfo to be with us; thou that fecft 
and heareft all things, look down from thy 
throne in Heaven, and give car to our fup- 
plications ‘in this place; thou that never 
faileit to affift thofe that call upon thee night 
and day, and love and ferve thec as they 
ought to do, have mercy upon us.” 
Upon the finifhing of this prayer, Solomon 
made a difcourfe to the people upon the fub- 
ject of God’s power and providence 3 telling 
them what wonderful things had been revealed 
to his father David in dreams and vifions ; 
fome already paft, and others as yet to comc, 
concerning himfelf, his name, his fucceffion to 
the throne, his building of the temple, the 
eltablifiment of the family, and the well- 
being and profperity of the nation, _“* Now, 
‘* fays Solomon, a great part of thefe predic- 
tions being already verified, you are to thank |: 
God, not only for the comforts you enjoy, || 
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upon ‘the ground, and_after a, ee peat te 


- I am not énly allow’d; but obliged to do, 


in the name of myfelf, my family, and the 


‘ whole people of Ifrael; ‘for all thy ‘multi+ 


plied favours and infinite goodnefs towards 
us. Now having no other way of éXpréf 
fing our duty and affections, than “by ‘the 


© means of bare empty words; that are’ only 


fo much air drawn in and breath’d out again, 
be pleafed to accept of our humble grari+ 
tude in that human capacity; firft, for thy He bleffes 
gracious goodnefs to my father, in oe eee for rie 
him from a fhepherd’s crook to an impétia. hie faaily,, 
fcepter; and in the fecond place, Jor ma and making 
king good to thy fervant Solomon all thy good all his 
promifes atid prediGtions in his favour. promifes and 
Lord, continue thy bountics to us, as to} ESGESHIONS) 

: ? ibid. 
thy chofen people; preferve, profper,and He implores 
perpetuate the government to our family, by the continu- 
a conftant train of fucceffions from gencra~ ance of Garis 
tion to generation, ‘ a¢cording to thy, pro- Poodser: and 
mifés tomy father, living and dying. Lord, hix peculiar « 
grant‘us all this; and'to all mine, the wir- pretence in 
tucs and the graces that may make them 2 pou ean 
acceptable in thy fight. I do further sioft P*"" 
humbly befeech thee, ‘to lét thy holy fpitit 
defcend upon this temple, in the blefling of 
thy peculiar prefence. . Heaven and earth I 
know are too little for thy majcfty and'glo= °°. 
ry; .and' much more the‘workmanfhip' of |: |, 
meris hands, in a fabrick of wood and ftone; 
and yet I cannot but préfume to implote'thy:. *)"" 
providence and proteétion over. it. Lordy. |v 
preferve it from the power and rage of ené-,. . . 
mies, ahd’ be pleafed to take care of it, -as at 
of thy own property and pofleffion; and if "71 " 
at any time hercafter thou fhalt be ‘moved nee 
in thy juft difpleafure to punifh this péaple 
for their tranfgreflions, with famine, pefti- 
lence, or any other judgment whatfoeyer an- 
{werable to the degree of tlie wickédnefs, 
Lord, be pleafed_ upon thcir huinble fuppli~ 
cations to thee in thinc ‘own houfe, with 
prayers and tcars, for.mercy and forgive- 
nefs, to accept of their crue repentance, and. 
to remove thy judgment. This I befcech 
thee, not for the Hebrews alone, but for 
the relicf indifferently of all people what- 
foever, that fhall offer up their petitions to 
thee in'this thy holy place.. By this means 
it will appear to the whole world, that thig 
is thy houfe, and we thy people; atid’ shat 
the Hebrews arc not fo inhuman, as.to en- ° 
vy ftrangers the common difpenfations .of 
the. author and fountain of all our* happir. 
nefs.” Fa Ls Pe ‘i _proflrates 
Wrrn thefe words Solomon caft himf¢lf, eae 
rifes up and 





Solomon | 


Ss but for the good things alfo that are fur~ 
ther promifed, and to look upon the former 
‘“ only as the carneft of greater bleffings.” 
_Arrer the fpcaking of thefe words, the 
king turn’d his eye again toward the temple, 
and with his hand advanced. Lord, fays 
: he, what are the moft glorious works of 
man, in balance even with the fmalleft of 


ene aét_and pofture of adoration, he rofé'and.ficrifices, 
offered facrifices in abundance ; having the fa~ 4 ne fire 
tisfaction ‘alfo of an affitance, bya token’ 6& rom Sen 
spa ar a Wei yee: ere -confumes the 
fedtually from God, that'' His oblations were fiérifiec, iit,’ 
laccepted 5 for there fell’ a flath of fire {Yom token that’, 
above, that fhot.chrough.the air direétly down ved ee 
to the altar, and confum’d the offerings. This qi and the 
eee re pte SVyh eas ps oa Pea eon as p and the. 
prodigy: ‘being feet by “the whole multitude, temple, | 
they 2 Chron.viir. 
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cre altar; and the reit ef the lavers tor clean- 
fnzeor rhe inwards, and other parts of the 
butnteolfgrings. x 
Hr ereéted moreover a brazen altar of twen- 
‘cy cubirs in length, as many over, and ten In 
S depth, for the tervice of the holocauits; pro- 
“viding all the veilels thereunto belonging of 
the fame fttulf; as boilers, water-pots, fieth- 
“Several tables, hooks, &c. He dedicated alfo a world of ta- 
Vere. bles, and one of pure gold for the thew-bread, 
larger than the rett. But there were a great 
manv cthers vet of feyeral makes and fizes, 
not much inferior to that for the fhew-bread, 
and fufficient to hold twenty thoufand golden 
cups and vetfels, and twice the number of fil- 
ver ones. He made a provifion likewife of 
icks. twelve thouland candlefticks, according to the 
appointment of Mofes; and one of them to be 
applied by a peculiar dedication to the fervice 
ot the temple, and there to be kept with lights 
in them, burning day and night, after the di- 
rection of the law. ‘The table for the fhew- 
bread was placed on the north fide, over- 
againit the candlettick which ftood on the fouth. 
“ten Betwixt thefe two was the golden altar. This 















cubits, and a partition-veil betwixt that and 
the holy of holies, where the ark of the co- 

venant Was to be kept. 
cps Tue king caufed to be made likewife, four- 
Sef sel! feore thoufand wine-cups, and ten thoufand 
“= yolden veflels, and goblets of other forts and 
ad fathions, and twice as many filver ones. Plates 
#0 and dithes of gold to fteep the flour in upon 
the alcar, eighty thoufand; and of filver, 
Goldin mea- Gouble the number. Golden meafures, fuch as 
: the Mofaical Hin and Affaron *, twenty thou- 
fand,; and as many more of filver. Golden 
cen- cenfers for incenfe twenty thoufand, and fitty 
ay thoufand other cenfers to carry fire from the 
great altar to the little one within the temple. 
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Shu. vet, day. There were alfo filken vefts and purple 






two hundred choufand trumpets, according to 
and fiken the inftitution of Mofes, and as many filken 
Geles ior the ttoles for che Levites that chaunted the holy 
hymns, betide four hundred thoufand mutical 
inflruments 5 as harps, pfaltcrics, and the like, 
Which were made of a mixt metal betwixt 
gold and filver, to accompany the voices. 
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THERE Was nothing wanting, in fine, of 


induftry, magnificence, or expence toward the 
advancing of this glorious work, that might 


cither exprefs the zeal of the founder himfelf 


tor the honour of God, or ftir up the like af 

tections in others. When the preparatory part 
Thechurch. W288 over, the church ftuff was depotited in the 
fit is depo. holy creafury, and fet apart for rcligious ufes. 
inthe Phe temple itfelf was fenced with an enclo- 
sae fure of three foot in height, [in Hebrew Gi- 
purtitions in 109, ] to keep out the laity trom entering into 
wotilentthe @ plaice where only the pricfts were to be ad- 
teary mitted, Keyond this partition was another 

iquare court or building, with large portico’s 







bims,2Chromt , 
a i | 


contained fomething more than ten Englith pints. 
or Omer; and, according to the aforefaid author, 


* "The Hin, according to Calmet, 
vith the Gomor, 
pints, 


1 ‘That is, feyen hundred and twenty eight féet, or two hundred and forty two yards, and two feee, | 
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was all in the fore part of the temple of forty: 





















Tuts mighty prince made a provifion alfo 
of a thoufand prictts habits; as robes, cphods, 
faits of precious ftones, &c. only there was 
but one crown with Mofes’s infcription of God 
upon it, which is yet_to be feen to this very 


&. forthe girdles for the pricits, ten thoufand of cach; 





ence 
Book Vii, 
or galleries about it, and four itatcly gates, 
that open’d ecaft, weit, north, and fouth; athe 
doors all plated and inlaid with: gold. This 
place was common to all people, provided 
they came'thither with that purity of prepa- 
ration and legal qualification which the law 
required,. = - a ngs 
Tue erecting of this outward building was 
fo ftupendous an undertaking, that no tongue 
can exprefs the difficulties of raifing it; and 
the man would have much ado to believe his 
own very cyesthat faw it; fuch hollows, fuch A horrig 
depths to be fill’d up, asa body could hardly depth of g 
have look’d upon, or but fo much as fancied, pilley to be 
without turning his brain ; four hundred level Ae 
cubits to be brought up to a level with the the ereching 
top of the mountain, only to make the work Of this q. 
regular, and the grourid even. This port was Prick. 
encompafs’d again with a kind of double cloif- 
ter, and two rows of pillars.to fupport ir, 
every pillar. being cut whole our of the: rock. 
The doors were all filver-work; the roof fret 
work, and the wainfcotting all of cedar. .- 
Tuts admirable ftruéture was but ‘feven This wonder 
. oe te 
years in hand, and it.is hard to fay, confider- ful frudare 
ing the magnitude, the curiofity, the expence, Was but fevey 
and the ornament on the one hand, and: the ‘i a build. 
difpatch of it on the other, which was the” 
more wonderful of the two; for it was effec- 
tually the bufincfs of many. ages drawn into 
the compafs of a very few years. 

Turs mighty undertaking being now Solo 
brought to pericétion, Solomon wrote to all fisinmone ta | 
the elders of Ifrael, and the heads of the tribes, elders and 
to fummon the people up to Jerufalem to fee heads of the 
the temple, and to affift in tranfporting thither Tee to 
the ark of the covenant, The rcfolution was fete 
duly notified, and in the feventh month,which ple, and 
we call Thuri, and the Macedonians Hyper- tranfport the 
bereteus, with much ado they got together. Sees 

: Ings vill 
In this month was the feaft of tabernacleg, 1,2," 
which among the Hebrews was accounted the 
moft facred and folemn of their feftivals 5 fo 
the prieits took up the ark, and Mofes’s taber— On the feat 
nacle, with the holy veflels belonging to the of tabern- 
altar, and carried them all into the temple ; cles, the 

6 : +1? priefts carry 
the king, and the whole congregation, with the arke 
the Levites, marching before them, with their into the tem 
facrifices and oblations, {prinkling the ground, ple,Ver.3~9, 
as they pafs’d, with their blood, and perfa- Uh a 
ming the air with the tragrancy of incenie and ecattin, 3 
{weer odours, to fuch a. degree, C2 
were fenfible of it at a diftance, 


that people ibid. 
and reflected 
upon the delicacy of the: breath they drew, as 
no Jefs than a ccleftial influence; © inferrin | 
from that agrecable altcration, that God him= 
{elf had defcended from Heaven to confecrate 
the temple that wasnewly built, and dedi- 
cated to himfelf, and therein to take up his 
abode ; for though the whole congregation 
came finging and dancing all the way to the 
temple, they went on frefh and cheerfully to 
their journcy’s end. This was the manner of 
their tranfporting the ark. 
Wuen they were now come to the holy of The arkde | 
holies, where it was to be depolited, the peo- a 
le withdrew, and the priefts only that brought eee 
It, carried it in to the oracle, and there placed under the 
ic under the figure of the two cherubimis that two chert ' 


The Affaron was the fame 
contained tomething more then fix Englifh 


were i 





Chap. IT. 


were xcprefented with the ‘points ‘of their 
| wings touching one another, which look’d 
like a kind of cover and proteétion to the ark 
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ec 
ce 
ec 
Nothing in that was juft under them, © There was nothing a 
ie bat the two more in it than the two ftone tables, with the |, 
tables with 

the ten com~ 


ee 
ten commandments engraven upon them, as | “ on 
God deliver’d them upon Mount Sinai. ‘The 


ec 


iving'; and that indééd 


thy benefits and mercies? ‘or what ‘can’ wé 
tHat-havé- nothing to-give; pretend to“dd 
for thee that wanteft Adthing, wher the-ve- 
‘ry eaft of ‘thy bounties are above ahd- Bes 
yond all’requital ? “'We' Can dnly tender 
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thee. praife,’ ao owen and ee 
isa ‘prerogative 


| ee. up- candleftick, table, and ‘golden altar, ftood in | “ faculty that thou hait’ voychfafed: to'man+ 
onthem, the fame order now in the fanétuary, as they | “ kind above all other creatures; {0 that’ this 









2 Chron. ¥- did at firft in the tabernacle, when they offer’d | ‘f 


I am not’ énly allow’d, but obliged'to“do, 


jw their’ daily facrifices.’ “The brazen altar was | “ in the name of myfelf, my family, and the 
placed dire&tly againft the door, for the better | ** whole'people of Ifrael,-for all thy ‘multi- = - 
| view of. the magnificence of the worfhip on | “ plied favours and infinite goodnefs towards - 
| the other fide ; and then for the reft of the |“ us. Now. having no other way of ¢Xpref- 
| holy utenfils and veffels, they.were all laid up | “‘ fing ‘our duty and affections, thah by ‘the 
together in the temple. ~ | © means of bare empty words, that are’ only 
| afer the |§ THe ark being now difpos’d of into its |“ fo much air drawn in and breath’d out again, 

























plcing of the proper place, with all decency and reverence, | “ 


ie oe and the pricfts withdrawn, there defcended a 
oe” Eloud, which fo fill’d and darken’d the place, 


ee 













“ gracious goodnefs to my 


God's appro- Ceptance .of the work they were upon, and of 
hution. his coming down to dwell among them in that 
temple as in his own houfe, than the effcét of 
any natural caufe. <8 pa 
Wuuite the people’s heads were taken up 
with thefe thoughts,Solomon ftood up, and with 
a grace and majefty becoming the dignity of 
the fabjeét and occafion, addreffed himfelf in 
a fhort prayer to Almighty God in words to 
this effect : “‘ Lord, fays he, thou that inha- 
biteft cternity, and haft raifed out of no- 
thing the mighty fabrick of this univerfe ; 
the héavens, the air, the earth, and the fea; 
thou that filleft the whole, and every thing 
that isin it, and art thyfelf unbounded! and 
incomprehenfible, look down eas up- 
on thy fervants that’ have prefumed ‘to erect 
a temple here to the honour of thy great 
name.” Lord, hear our prayers, and receive 
our facrifices ; thou that art cvery where, 
vouchfafe alfo to be with us; thou that feeft 
and heareft all things, look down from thy 
throne in’ Heaven, and give car to our fup- 
plications ‘in this place; thou that never 
faileft to affift thofe that call upon thee night 
and day, and love and ferve thee as they 
ought to do, have mercy upon us.” 
SHinnaats Upon the finifhing of this prayer, Solomon 
tittowte to made a difcourfe to the people upon the fub- 
tw people, jeét of God’s power and’ providence 5 tclling 
men at them what wonderful things had been revealed 
tai les to his father David in drcams and vifions ; 
Vent-13. fome'alrcady paft, and others.as yct to come, 
concerning himfelf, his name, his fucceffion to 
the throne, his building’ of the temple, the 
eftablifliment of the family, and the well- 
being and profperity of the nation. “ Now, 
‘© fays Solomon, a great part of thefe’ predic- 
“ tions being already verified, you are to thank 
“ God, not only for the comforts you enjoy, 
“ but for the good things alfo that are fur~ 
** ther promifed, and to look upon the former 
‘* only as the carneft of greater bleffings.” 
Arrer the fpeaking of thefe words, the 
king turn’d his eye again toward the tcmple, 
and with his hand advanced. Lord, fays 
“he, what are the moft glorions works of. : 
* inan, in balance even with the fmalleft of | prodigy: being feén by ‘the whole multi 
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ce ** at any time hereafter’ 


ce 
ce 


ec 
ce 
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ce ** {werable to the degree 
ce “ Lord, be pleafed upon th 
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ee cc 
ce 


te 


ce 


to remove thy judgment. 
ce 
€¢ 
ee 
ec 
ce 
ec 
rs* the 
| eo 
|< the author and fountain of all 
i nefs.” 3 


' Wri thefe words 


4 


accepted ; 


On the 
Poodle of 
wal, ibid 


be pleafed to accept of our humble grati+ 
tude in that human capacity; firft, for thy He bleffes 
fice in raifia 


perpetuate the government, to our family,, 
a conftant train of fucceffions from genera~ 
tio t6 generation,’ accofding to thy, pto~ 
mifes to-my -father, living and dying.’ Lord, hix peculiar - 
grant'us all this ; and'to all-mine, the vit prefence in | 
tues and the. graces that niay make “the 
I dé further’ riot 
humbly befeéch thee, “to ‘lét thy holy’ fpitit 
-defcend upon this temple, it‘ the bleiling of © 
thy peculiar prefence. _Heaven and’earthT 
ae for thy majefty and glow, 7," 
ry; .and’ much more the‘workmanfhip of ... :. 
mers‘ hands, in a fabritk of wood and ftone>; 
and yet I cannot but préftime to implofe'thy*- ‘| 
providence and proteétion over. it. Lord,_.. 
preferve it fromthe power and rage of ene-... . 
mies, ‘ahd’ be pleafed. to take care of it, as 
of thy own property and’ pofleffion ; and 
thou fhalt be ‘mov’ 
in thy juft difpleafure to panith this people 
for their tranfgreffions,; with famine, _pefti- 
Icnce, or arty other judgment whatfoeyer an- 
of ‘the wickedncfs, 
their humble fuppli- 
cations to thee in thine own Hoult, “with 
prayers and tcars, for.mercy. and’ forgive- 
nefs, to accept of their true repentance, and 
This I beléech 
thee, not for ‘the Hebréws alone, ‘but for 
the relief indifferently of all people what- 
foever, | that fhall offer up their petitions to 
thee in'this thy holy place.. By this means 
it will appear to the while world, that thig 
is thy houfe, and we thy people; atid’ ghat 
ebrews are not fo inhuman, as,.to en- - 
vy ftrangers the common difpenfations ,of 
our’ happir. 


Solomon caft hintelé 
|upon ‘the ground, and after a, little payfe' in. 
that aét and pofture of adoration, Nie rofé sind. ficrifices, 
lafered Sacrifice in abundance ;, having’ the fa~ 

tisfaction ‘alfo of an afliivance, bya token) ¢& 
feétually from God, that''His ‘oblations Were 
f for there fell a’ flath of fire’ fom token that, |, 
above, that fhot-through the air direétly down 
to the altar, and confum’d the offerings. aie 
tude, 


Fatic 


&. God for the 


si tharthey could hardly fee one another through § “ him from a thepherd’s ‘crook to an impétia: ae 
it; not like an heavy wintei’s cloud, big with ] “ fcepter; and in the fecond place, for-ma- and making 
foul weather, but only fuch a temperate brcath- | ‘‘ king good to thy fervant Solomion’ all thy good all his 
ing diffafion, as by the benignity and fereniry | “‘ promifes and predi@tions in his “favour. pone a8 
’ of its.appearance was look’d upon to be rather “Lord, continue thy bounties to-us, ‘as to aed. 7 
satokenof 4 token of God’s fpecial approbation and ac- - thy chofen people; preferve, profper,”and He implores 


by the continu- 

ance of -Géd's 
mercy-and, -; 
goodnefs; and 


his holy tem- 


ERGO ie, ibid 


{pitit 





if 
; iG 


Solomon, , 

proftrates, - 

himfelf,, and | 

eworlhips |. 
. 1 . 

rifes up and. 


A Anth of fire’ 
‘from {Teaveii , 
‘confumes the’ 
fievifieo, ii! 


God owns 

both the wor- 
fhip and the, 
temple, 
they 2 Chronwiir. 


hi la a 
I. 
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they all look’d upon it as a certain fign of 
God’s owning both the worfhip and the tem~_ 
pic, which put them into fuch an extafy er 
joy, that they all fell down together, an 
unanimoufly join’d in the adoration, | Solomon 
continued his praifes and eds Se ed per- 
faading and encouraging the mu titude to do 
the like, in the contemplation of fo clear an 
evidence of God’s fpecial favour coward them. 
The king charged the people to be inttant 
with God in prayer, for the continuance of 
his goodnefs and graces to them, that they 
might live in holinefs and rightcoufnefs, with- 
out any fpot or blemith, and walk in the iteps, 
and according to the divine traditions of Mo- 
es, to their lives end: this being the fure and 
the only way to render the Hebrews the hap- 
picit people of all mortals. He minded them 
allo, thac their felicity was mo way tO be fe- 
cured and augmented, burt by the means by 
which ic was acquir’d, as being not only the 
effect, but the reward of piety and juiticc. 
He told them further, that it was much eafier 
to get what they wanted, than to keep what 
they had git, and bad them have a care, not 
to forfcic by any mifdemeanor what they had 
gain’d by their virtuc. 

Tue king made an end of fpeaking here, 
difcharg’d the atlembly, having firft ot- 
fered up in facrifices for himfelf and his peo- 
ple, twelve thoufand calves, and a hundred 
and twenty thoufand lambs. This was the 
firft blood that was fpilt in the temple; and 
the Ifraclices, with their wives and children, 
sche feat of WEFC all feafted at ic. ‘There was celebrated 

les, at the fame time before the remple, befide this 
-4i- folemnity, the feaft of tabcrnacles, which 
he lafted fourteen days at the king’s expence, with 
great jollity, magnificence, and fplendor. 

Tue noife and pomp of things was now 


Solomon dif- 
mifles the af and 
fembly, 

= Chron. vit. 


1a. 


< it 
seu 


as. 





eee : * man was now returning to his own habitation, 
people re- but not without infinite acknowledgments of 
turned ro the king’s wifdom, carc, and bounty in all re- 
Pees {peéts, and prayers for the long lite of Solo- 
tomes, ¥.€0- mon, and the long continuance ot the people 

under the bleffing of his government. They 


went back, in fine, finging, rejoicing, and gi- 


ving glory to God, with all things fo much 
to their hearts content, that betwixt joy and 
geed company, the time pafs’d_ away cheer- 
tully and eafily, without any fenfe of tediouf- 
nefs or trouble inthe journey. 

Tue ark being now brought into, and depo- 
fited in the temple, the beauty and magnifi- 
cence of that glorious ftruéture, with all due 
ceremony and folemniry expofed, the congre- 
gation difperfed, and returned home again. 
God appeared now a fecond time to Solomon 
*in his fleep, and a voice told him, ‘* That 
- Ged had accepted his facrifices, and heard 

his pravers; that he would preferve his tem- 
pie, and make ic the houfe of his dwelling 5 
that isto fay, fo long as. he himfelr, and 
his pofterity and people fhould continue to 
walk before him, as David his father did, 
in purencfs of heart, promifing him, upon 
that condition, to advance him to the high- 
eit degree of earthly blifs; to perpetuate the 
throne of Ifracl to his family ; fo that there 
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over, and all imaginable right done to the ho- 
ceremo nour and picty of the occalion; fo that every 


PHUS of 


fhould never wanta prince of that line, 
- of the tribe of Judah, to wield the feepter pear by Bar- 

But on the other hand, if ever they thould jearians, and 

betray, and depart from, or forgec the wore Jerutalem 
fhip they profefs’d, and run aitcer ftrange ee the 
“ gods, they fhould be quite rooted out from oe ey 
“¢ Off the face of the carth, and Mfrael be no one 
longer a people; but after being torn to 
i ees and broken with wars, 2nd other ca~ 
_lamities at home, be foreed away to fhilt 
for themfelves in the wide world, as vaga- 
bonds and exiles.” The voice told him 
further, “¢ That in cafe of fuch an apoftaly, 
« his new ereéted fabrick dhould, with divine 
«¢ permiflion, come to be fack’d and burnt by 
« the hands of Barbarians, and Jerufalem it~ 
« {elf laid in rubbith and afhes, by a merci- 
 Jefs enemy; infomuch, that people fhould 
“ ftand amazed at the very report of fo incre- 
“ dible a mifery and diftrefs, and be wonder- 
ing onc to another how it fhould come to 
pais, that 2 people who were but yefterday 
the envy of all mankind, for riches, extcr= 
nal glory and reputation, fhould now all on 
& a fudden be funk and loft to the laft degree 
of wretchednefs and contempt, and reduced 
to this defpicable itate too by the fame hand 
«© that raifed them. To which queftion, their 
“ own guilty confcicnccs fhall make this an- 
& fwer: we have forfaken our God, we have 
“ abandon’d the religion of our torctathers, 
« and of our country; and all this is jaftly 
< befallen us for ourfins.” This was the fub- 
{tance of Solomon’s dream, or vifion, as we 
find it tranfmitted to us in holy writ. 

Arter the finithing of this temple, which, Solomon 
as we have faid already, was feven years in ereéty a royal 
hand, Solomon enter’d upon the building of a palace, which 

= : : ~ was thirtech 
royal palace for himfelf, which was fall thir vearsa fini 
teen years more a perfecting. He was not fo foli- ing, 1 Kings 
citous and intent upon the latter, as the former, vil. 
whichin truth was great and artificial to a mi- 
racle; and without God’s peculiar bleffing and 
affittance, could not have been completed in 
that compas of years. Solomon’s court in- 
deed was in appearance much inferior to the 
majefty of his temple, not only for want o 
time to provide his matcrials, but the one was 
defigned only for the honour and convenience 
of a temporal prince, and the other dedicated 
to the king of kings; fo that the work was 
the Jonger a doing, It was, however, fufhi- 
cient to anfwer the end it was defign’d for, 
being @ work that redounded much to the glo- 
ry both of prince and pcople. But it will be 
worth the while to fay fomewhat more parti- 
cularly of the model and difpofition of this 
majeftical fabrick, for the reader’s better un- 
derftanding of the whole, as well as for his 
curiofity and fatisfa€tion. 
THere was ercéted, upon feveral rows of The delerip 
pillars, a fair fpacious pile of building, in the tion of the 
nature and after the manner of a common hall one 
tor the hearing of caufes. It was a * hundre pal 
cubits in length, + fifty in breadth, and # apartments 
thirty in depth; nor could it well be lefs, to ibid. 
receive the vait multitudes that came throng- 
ing thither from all parts for juftice. It was 
fupported by fixtcen fquare columns, cover’d 
with Corinthian work, in cedar, and fortified 
with double doors curioufly wrought, that 
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. es cubits amounted to upwards of an hundred and eighty two fec:; that is, fixty yards and two feet. 
+ Fifty cubits amounted to upwards of ninety one feer; that is, 


+ Thirty cubits amounted to upwards of fifty four feet; that is, eighteen yards. 


to thirty yards and one foot. 
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ferved both for the fecurity and the ornament 
of the place. In the middle of this court, or 
hall, was another cdifice of thirty cubits {quare, 
and under-fet with ftrong pillars, in which 
quarter was a throne of ftate, where the king 
himfelf ufed to fit perfonally-in judgment. 
Next adjoining to this royal court of juitice, 
was the queen’s houfe, and other apartments 
thercabouts, for diverfion and retreat, after 
the fatiguc of cares and bufinefs, all fitted up 
with cedar, and raifed upon huge ftones of * 
ten cubits fquare, which were partly plain, 
and in part overlaid with the moft precious 
marble, after the fafhion of the moft magnifi- 
cent of palaccs or temples. ‘The rooms were 
hung with three depths of rich hangings, and 
beautified with images, in {culpture of trees, 
plants, branches, leaves, &c. and all fo mi- 
xaculoufly wrought, that they appear’d to the 
eye to be all in motion. As to the remainder 
of the {pace up to the cicling, it was all fet 
out with delicate parti-colour’d figures, upon 
a ground of white; and then befide all thefe, 
there was a great variety of other chamibers 
too, for retirement or delight; long and large 
galleries ; vaft rooms of ftate, and others tor 
feafting and entertainment, fet out as rich as 
wich could be, with coftly furniture and gild- 
ings; befide, that all the fervices for the king’s 
table were of pure-gold. But it would be an 
endlefe work to give a particular furvey of 
this mighty mafs of buildings; fo many courts 
and other contrivances; fuch an infinite diver- 
fity of chambers and offices, great and {mall 
fome under ground, others above, as vaults, 
turrets, and the like. In a word, the whole 
houfe was in a manner made up from.top to 
bottom of white marble, cedar, gold, and 
filver, with precious ftones here and there in- 
termingled. upon the walls, or cielings, after 


' the’manner of the adorning of the temple. 


‘There was alfo erc&ted a very fair, large, ivo- 
ry throne, with delicate carved wotk and en- 
graving upon it, after the fafhion of a tribunal. 
"There were fix fteps that led up to its; the fi- 
gure of a lion at each end of every ftep, and 
two lions more above; that is to fay, one on 
either hand of the ftate. As the king refted 
upon his throne, there were arms put forth, as 
in a readinefs to take care of him, and to re- 
ceive him; and the figure of a bullock placed 
in a proper pofture under him for his fupport; 
the whole piece being cover’d all over with 
old. 
: Tuese two magnificent ftruétures were 
twenty years a finifhing; and it was a huge 
mafs of gold, and a greater of filver, befide 
a mighty provifion of cedar and fir, that Hi- 
ram the king of Tyre contributed to the per- 
fecting of the work; and Solomon was not 
behind hand with him neither in his acknow- 
ledgments and prefents; for he fent him every 
year great quantities of corn, wine, and oil, 
as a fupply that Hiram, being an iflander, ftood 
moft in need of, as has been obferv’d hereto- 
fore. He beftow’d upon him, moreover, twen- 
ty cities upon the borders*of Galilee, not far 
from Tyre, which upon view and confidera- 
tion (not being much to his liking) he fairly 
declin’d the acceptance of, with a refpectful 
excufe to Solomon, that he had no need of thofe 
cities. From this refufal, thar part of the 
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country was called + Chabalon, which with 
the Phoenicians is as mich as to fay, It does 
not pleafe me. 

HirAm had fo great a veneration for the Many good 
wifdom of Solomon, that whenever he found offices be- 
himfelf at a nonplus for the underftanding of Event cole: 
any difficulty, or myfterious queftion, he ap- yam. 
plied himfelf to this wife prince for the folu- Hiram ap-_. 
tion of it, who never fail’d of anfwering him plies himfelf 
to his fatisfaétion, according to the true rea- color ee 
fon and natute of the matterih hand. The soa of all 
hiftorian Menarnder, that turn’d the T'yrian an- difficult cafes. 
nals out of the Phoenician tongue into Greek, Menander 
makes mention of thefe two ptinces as follows: ie 
‘** Hiram, fays he, the fon of Abibale, fuc- two princes; 
** ceeded his father in the kingdom of Tyre: : 
“ He liv’d three and fifty years, and reigned 
“ four and thirty. He annex’d a piece of 
** forced ground, called the great field, to the 
** ifland, and dedicated a golden pillar to Ju- 

“ piter in his temple. He cut down materials 

*© alfo in abundance upon Mount Libanus, fot 

** the covering of holy places; and pulling 

** down ancient temples, he built new ones to 

** Hercules and Aftarte. He erected a ftatué 

“ for Hercules in the month of Peritius ; and 

then in an expedition againft the Eyccans, 

** for not paying the duty of a tribute, as 

“ they ought to have done, he overcame them, 

“ and returned home again. In his days there’ 

“© was one Abdemonus, a young man that toolk 

“ upon him to give Solomon, the king of Je- 

“ rnfalem, a refolution upon all dark and myf- 

* terious queftions that fhould be put to him.” 
Dius writes alfo to this effet: “* Abibale be= And Dius 
« ing now dead, Hiram his fon fucceeded him, {pe4ks of 
* who by filling up void places on the eaft asus 
“ quarter of the town, enlarged the borders, 

* and brought the temple of Olympian Jupi- 

“ ter, that before ftood apart, and at a dif- - 

** tance, into the compafs of the city 5 enrich- 

** ing and adorniig it with golden offerings . 

“ to a very great value; after which, he or= 

“ der’d the cutting down of cedars upoa 

* Mount Libanus for the ufe of holy places.” 

He tells farther, ‘¢ That Solomon, the king of 

*¢ Jerufalem, often fent problems and riddles 

* to Hiram, upon the forfeiture of a great fant 

** of thoney, if he failed of expounding them. 

‘© ‘Thofe difficult cafes were afterward not on- 

** ly unriddled by Abdemonus a Tyrian, but 

«© new propofitions ftarted by him, which So- 

*© Jomon himfelf not being able to refolve, 

“* was obliged to refund the greateft part of 

** the money.” Thus far goes Dius. 

Tue walls of Jerufalem were not at this 
time in a condition either for the Gchate of 
reputation of fo famous a city, fo that Solo= _. 
mon repair’d and enlarg’d them, with the ad- Solomon rez 
dition of fuch towers and other fortifications, paitss forti- 
as he found requifite for the fecuring of the oo 
place. He built feveral cities alfo of confi- walls. ; 
derable note, as Afor, Magedon, arid Gazara, : 
in the land of the Philiftines, which Pharaoh 
the king of Egypt had formerly taken by af- 
fault ; and razing it to the ground, pit every 
creature in it to the fword, giving it afterward 
to his daughter upon the match with Solomon. 

This city the king rebuilt, for the ftrength of 
its fituation, and the ufe it might be of to the 
government, as well in war as peace. He builé 
likewife, not far from thence, Betachora and 


A 


* Ten cubits amounted to upwards of cighteen feet; that is, &x yards. 


7 Bochart reads Chabulon in his Geogr. Sacr, ‘ 
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upon any work that was coarfe and fervile, 
neither would ic have been reafonable, when 
God had fubdued fo many nations to his powcr, 
for the conquerors to dcicend to do the bufi- 

nefs of their captives. As to the Ifraclites, 

their genius lay morc toward arms, chariots, 
horfes, exploits of war, and milicary cxercifes. 

The Canaanites-in the mean time were held 

ro their labour, and fix hundred officers of the 

king’s put over them, to appoint them their 

tasks, and keep them to their work. 

Tre king built a flect of fhips alfo in Ezon- Solomon 
Geber, an Egyptian bay upon the Red Seas Ue ates 
The port is now call’d Berenice, not far from ra ak 
the city of Elan, which in thofe days was him ‘to ae 
reckon’d to be under the jurifdiction of the themand maj 
Hebrews. Inthe building, fitting, and rig- then, 1 Kings 
ging out of this navy, Solomon was_ highly By aaa 
obliged to king Hiram for his gencrous alfit~ 
tance; for he fent him as many expert pilots, 
and skilful mariners, as he had occafion for, 
that ferv’d the king’s officers for guides to the 
land of Ophir, fince called India, or the Gold- 
en Land, where having got together * four 
hundred talents of gold, they returned with 
it to the king. 

Tr fame of Solomon’s virtue and wifdom Solomon's 
was fo advantageoufly reprefented, upon this fame coming 
occafion, to Nicaulis the queen of Egypt and to the queen J 
Ethiopia, that being a princefs of extraordinary of Bayy ao 
underitanding herfelf, and a perfon every way 1 Knees ‘: 
accomplifhed, the very glory of the character 
gave her a longing impaticnce to hear and fee 
the king himfelf; for, fays fhe to herfelf, what 
fignifies all this hearfay, without experimental 
proof? Illuftrious rumours {peak but the fenfe 
or affeétion of the reporter; and aftcr all, 
their fplendid pretenfions fall fhort, perhaps, 
and come to nothing in the conclufion. When 
the had been debating the point for fome time : 
in her own thoughts, fhe came at laft to ‘a re~ She takes up 
folution, in contempt of all the rifques and 4 refolution 
difficulties of a long and tedious journey, to of giving him 
make him an honourable vifit, for the facif * Vit Vers 
iaétion cven of her curiofity, as well as of her 
inclination and judgment , and to enjoy the 
fruit and comfort of that wifdom fhe had heard 
fach wonders of. In this determination fhe The queen 
{et forward toward Jcrufalem, with a train and forward § 
equipage fuitable to her royal dignity, taking te Jen 
along with her a number of camels, laden raga ta; 
with gold; a great varicty of rich perfumes, and with 
and precious ftones. Upon her arrival the magnifcert 
king receiv’d her with all poffible honour, po 
courtefy, and refpeét; and with fo much cafe tion is fue 
and clearnefs folved all the difficulties fhe pro- able tothe 
pos’d, that it put her into an amazement to quality and 
tind his cxcellencies, in truth and cffeét, fo ec the 
much beyond what fhe had heard of them.in iene’s it 
fame and report. She ftood in great admira- dom much 
tion at the majefty and curiofity of his palace, above ng 
the order and difpofition of the building, and ae on 
at the king’s incomparable prudence upon thee 
main, through the whole contrivance and con- 
duGt; but fhe was mov’d at nothing more than The quest 
at the maiter-piece of that fabrick call’d the looks upon 
Grove of Libanon; the magnificent, and the Petr ‘ 
































































ie builds = Baleth, betide other places of pleafure, in re- 
ved tpect of the temperature of the climate, the 
delicacy of the fruits, and the convenicncics 
oe ar excellent air and water. Hic poilets’d him- 
2€ Cet telf atter this, of. the entrance into the defart 
that lies coward Syria, where he built a very 
> cit thir city, two days journcy from the Upper 
i Pha- Syria, onc trom Euphrates, and fix from Ba- 
ora bie Belon, ow the reafon of erecting a city here, 
at fuch a diftance from the habitable parts of 
cw ay aterirg Syria was this 5 that ic might ferve for a Wa~ 
poe rering place (there being ieveral fprings and 
fountains in it) to thofe that traycll’d through 
that defurt. This town being buile, walld, 
and tkrongly fortified, was called Thadamora, 
achich name ic bears among the Syrians to this 
day. The Grecks call it Palmyra; aad ict 
this fafice for the hittory of Solomon thus 
far. 
Sow in regard thac I find many people 
“ inquititive how it comes to pafs, that the kings, 
of Egypt, from Mingus che frit tounder of 
*_\femphis icteli, which was long before our fae 
ther Abraham, to the days of Solomon, being 
upward of thirteen hundred years, fhould be 
all called by the name of Pharoah; and from 
what original they took their denomination, I 
{hall give this plain and fhort account of it tor 


their Latisfaction. Pharaoh, in the Egyptian 
language, fignifics us much as king. My opi- 
nion is, thar they were brought up by other 
»names; and that upon coming to the exercife 
eof a publick character, they exchang’d the 
dittinétion of the family for the common name 
of power. It was the fame thing with the 
kings of "Alexandria, who were educated by 
one name, and govern’d by another; being all 
call’d Prolemics, from che firtt of their kings ; 
and fo it is with the Roman emperors TOO, 
who in cafe of fuch an clevation, drop their 
privace and hereditary names, and are all cal- 
led Cefars, with a refpect to the character of 
a fovercign power. This was it, perhaps, that 
made Hcrodotus of Halicarnaflus, in his ac- 
count of the fucceflers to Mingus the firt king 
of Memphis, to reckon up three hundred thir- 
ty kings, referring to the number without 
mentioning their names, Pharaoh being one 
common name to them all. Now upon the 
coming cf a woman afterwards to the govern- 
iment, he fpeaketh of her by the particular 
home of Nicaulis, the appellation of Pharoah 
being only proper to the other fex. Neither 
Go Ll nnd in the whole hiftory of our nation, 
thar after Pharoah, the father-in-law of Solo- 
mon, there Was ever any other king of Egypt 
known by that name. I am alfo well affured, 
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thar this Nicaulis was the queen of Egypt and 
Ethiopiz, that came afterward to Solomon: 
but of this more hereaftcr. I have been the 
larger upon thefe particulars, to thew the har- 
mony betwixt our memorials and thofe of the 
Egyptians. 

Piere was fill a fttubborn remainder of the 
Canaanites, betwixt Mount Libanus, and the 
e ciry Amathe, who for fome time difputed 
their allegiance to the kings of Iiracl, till So- 
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eiance to the 


: 2 ‘ . maa 2 ats i a 
Practice: lomen at laft made them his tributaries, upon | regular courfe of his entertainments 5 the dif- eat: 
Solomon = condition of furnifhing him yearly with fuch a| cipline and accnomy of the family, and the piece of I¢ 


Jaret love : - 

eee sae certain number of ilaves, as was agreed upon 

them tr - 2 Saye 

Benen TOO emplov’d upon tilling che land and other 

pee deion-or PORES of drudgery ; tor the Hebrews were not 

rarnifiing fo - - - : - - 

rreny faves, © Four hundred talents in weight amounted to forty five thoufand fix hundred and twenty five pounds Troy, 20 
on viii. taeir vabie in gold was worth two million one hundred and ninety thoufand pounds Englifh money. 
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vas with 


doing every thing with fo peculiar a grace. whole far 
She was likewife infinitely pleafed with the brick. 
fight of the daily facrifices, and to behold 
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Chap. IL. 


the daily 
jaerilices and the priefts and Levites perform’d their part in 
the poe the worfhip. The conftant courfe and prac- 
fie cane ticcof this orderly reverence ran in her head 
ports ber be-day and night, and her heart was fo fet upon 
ond all the jr, that the more fhe confider’d it, the more 
reft, ABIMES* he found ic to be ftill her wonder and de- 
light; nor did the make any difficulty of own- 
ing as much to the king himfelf. 

“Great prince, fays fhe, the credit of re- 
ports is fo doubrful and uncertain, that with- 
out a demonftrative and experimental con- 
firmation of the truth of what we hear, we 
are forced to fufpend our affenr for want of 
knowing what to believe, efpecially where 
the fame of things biafles toward either ex- 
treme of good or evil; but in the queftion 
of your incomparable faculties and great- 
nefs; that is to fay, the internal advantages 
of the mind in a fuperlative degree of know- 
ledge and underftanding, and the glory of 
your outward ftate, the rumour has been fo 
far from partial, that it falls fhort even of 
a commen juftice ; for though common fate 
faid as much to your honour as could be put 
in words, I have yet the happinefs at this 
prefent time to fee much more than I heard. 
Bleffed are the Hebrews ; blefied the friends 
and people of Solomon, that ftand ever be~ 
fore him, and hear his wifdom ; and bleffed 
be God for his goodnefs to this land and 
nation, in placing them under the govern- 
ment of fo excellent a prince.” 

Havine proceeded thus far, this generous 
princefs did not ftop here at words and pro- 
teffions, but, as a farther inftance of the high 
refpeét fhe had for the king, fhe made him a 

Richand - Prefent of twenty talents * of gold, aroma- 

carious pre- tical fpices, rich perfumes, and precious ftones, 

futs,Ver. 10.to a prodigious value. ‘They fpeak alfo of 
a root of balfam that fhe brought with her, 
which (according toa tradition we have) was 
the firft plant of the kind that ever came into 
judea, where it hath propagated fo wonder- 
tully ever fince. Neither was Solomon want~- 
ing, on the other hand, in a fuitable return of 
whatever he thought might be to the queen’s 
liking and fatisfa¢tion; tor he denied her no- 
thing, and was much readier to give, than fhe, 
to ask, even to the preventing of heraskings. 

Soon after After this reciprocal interchange of prefents 

thbinterview, given and taken, the qucen went back again 

ee rs into her own country. 

‘Thearrival, . 4Bour this time Solomon’s fleet returned 

c{Sclomon’s from Ophir, (otherwife called the land of gold) 

teturnfhips wich ttones for jewels, and pine-wood in abun-~ 
fomOphir. dance; the latter was made ufe of partly for 
: re; the 
pillars ‘and fupporters to the king’s temple and 
palace, and partly for mufical inftruments, as 
harps, cymbals, pfalterics, and the like, for 
the Levites to glorify God upon in company 
with’ their voices. It is to be noted, that for 
fize and beauty, Solomon had never feen any 
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with what application, care, and veneration, {This was none of the wood that pafles com- 


|horfes, chariots, and mules for burden, 


aoe 


monly upon the world for pine, in the way of 

trade, betwixt buyer and feller: this has fome- 

what of the grain of a fig-tree, only a little 

whiter, and more glofly. I thought it not 

amifs to advertife the reader of a ‘common 

miftake, efpecially being a queftion that falls 

P naturally upon this occafion into Solomon’s 

ory. ; 

Turs plate-fleet brought the king +} fix ‘The cargo of 

hundred fixty fix talents of gold, over and me Pe 

above the merchants adventure, and what the [tt Bends. 

governors and kings of Arabia fent him tor adventures 

prefents. Of this gold he caufed to be caft two and pretents 

hundred targets, weighing + fix hundred fhe- ae 

kels of gold cach; and thefe were all .hung up 7. aa aoe 

in the. great hall of the grove of Libanon. ” 

His drinking cups were all of beaten gold too, 

garnifh’d with precious ftones, and wrought 

with all the curiofity imaginable ; and in fhort, 

the reft of his utenfils were of the fame metal. 

There was no trading with money in this cafe 5 

for the king had his fhips in the fea of Tarfus 

that merchandifed with foreign nations; and 

in exchange for commodities of his own, 

brought him back gold and filver, great quan- His vatt re- 

tities of ivory, blacks, apes, &c. Going and ee Bole 

coming, they reckon’d upon this expedition as {70 nothing 

a three years voyage. more than — 
‘Tue reputation of Solomon’s greatnefs and commodity 

wifdom was by this time fpread tar and near, for commo- 

infomuch that feveral great kings, for their a 

own fatisfaction fake, were infiam’d with a 

longing dcfire to fee him, ‘and laid hold of all . 

occafions, by their munificence, and other good 

offices, to thew the dcfire they had to ierve 

him. They fent him gold and filver plate, Divers great 


utple robes, fpices and perfumes of all forts, princes pre- 
purpic re > ip and. p fuck fent him with 


A gold, filver 
as for ftrength and beauty they thought might or eie robes, 


be moft acceptable to the king; fo that he had fpices, horfes, 

now an addition of four hundred chariots to chariots, Bec. 

what he had before; that is to fay, a thou- Ver 23, 24 

fand chariots, and ** twenty thoufand horfes, 

that for beauty and fpeed were beyond all 

others; and for the better grace of the {pec- The royal 

tacle, they had the flower of the youth to ride magnificence 

and manage them. They were all proper Bane nee 

goodly perfons, in *,,* purple vefts 5 their 847%" * °F 

hair disfhelved and flowing, to the great ad- 

vantage ‘of their motion, and fuch an inter 

mixture of golden threads with their locks, 

that the fun playing upon them, irradiated — 

their heads with a kind of glory. This was 

the guard, which with their arms and quivers, 

attended the king’s chariot (himfelf mounted _ 

in it, cloathed in white) to a honfe of plea- 

fure he had at Ethan, not far from the city, 

which for the delicate gardens, walks, and 

fountains, and the fruitfulnefs of the placc, 

he took great delight in. au 
Turs prince had it in his nature to be neat 

and curious, and his providence looked fo far, 


of this fort of wood comparable to it before. that there was hardly any thing fo minute as 





* Twenty talents weighed two thoufand two hundred and eighty-one pounds, and three ounces; and their value 
in gold amounted to one hundred and nine thoufand, and.five hundred pounds Englifh money; but in i Kingsx. 10. 
and in 2 Chron..ix. 9. ‘tisan hundred and twenty talents of gold. oy an 

+ Six hundred and fixty fix talents weighed feventy five thoufand, nice hurdred and fixty five pounds, .and feven 
ounces, ten penny weights; and their value in gold amounted to three million, fix hundred and forty fix thoufani, 


three hundred and fifty pounds Englifh money. - 
+ Six hundred fhekels weighed clzven pounds, 


value ‘in gold amounted to five hundred and forty feven pounds, ten thi 
** 1 Kings iv. 26. and x. 26. and 2 Chron. ix. 25. “tis twelve thoufand. 


four ounces, feventeen penny weights, and twelve grains, and their, 
: hi 


ings, Englifh money. 
ee Bochart’s Hieroz. hb, ii, c.9. part 1. 


.*,* Bochars fancies that he deferibes them according to the fathion of bis own times, ibid, 
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not to fall under his care. He provided tor 
. the very paving of the highways that led to 
sive eaildine his palace at Jerufalem, parcly for the conve- 
of palices to nience of comers and goers, and partly for the 
the cacof honour of his own magnificence. He kept 
the highways. og many chariots about his perfon, but quar- 
ter’d them here and there by certain numbers 
in the adjacent towns; and thefe places were 
called his chariot-towns. Silver was as plen- 
1 Kingss27-ciful in Ferufalem as itones 3 and_ cedars,which 
had never been feen in Judea before, were now 
as common as mulberry-trecs. He gave com- 
miffion alfo to his Egyptian merchants to buy 
him a provilion of chariots with two horfes, 
at the price of fix hundred filver drachmas * 
a-picce ; and thefe were to be {ent away to the 

kings of Syria, and beyond Euphrates. 
Neveramore Now as ig is beyond difpute, that this king 
glorious,wift, was hitherto she moft glorious, pious, the moit 
and powerful jncomparably wife, and powertul prince that 
es ever ft upon that throne; fo is it no lefs cer- 
tain, that he made the latter part of his life a 
{candal to the former, by departing ‘trom the 
precepts of Mofes, and the laws and religion 
i Kings xi Of his forefathers, and blafting fo hopetul a 
I-83. beginning with fo foul an end. The raging 
His lait made impotency of his luft after women, tranfported 
him mad up- him beyond all bounds, and the women of his 
Suid. ? ~=© own country would not ferve his turn ncither; 
; for he took indifferently women of all nations, 
Sidonians, Tyrians, Ammonites, Idumeans, 
&c. quite contrary to the inftitution of Mofes, 
which forbid the Hebrews any intercourfe of 
marriage with ftrangers, wifely forefecing that 
ftrange women would invcigle men over to 
ftrange gods too. And this was the true rea- 
fon of the precaution againft fuch marriages; 
for the violation of one law is but a ftep to~ 
ward the breaking of another; and the taking 
of a prohibited wife does naturally lead to the 
embracing of a prohibited religion. But So- 
Jomon’s fenfual appetite was deaf to all coun- 
fels of fobriety and reafon, He had no fewer 
than feven hundred wives that were princefles, 
(the daughter of the king of Egypt for one,) 
and three hundred concubines; and the paffion 
he had for the charms of their converfation 
Strange Wo- carried him into compliances with them in the 
Hees impiety of their practices and opinions, as the 
practices and Moft effc€tual earncit he could give them of his 
cpitions, ib, unchangeable tendernefs and affection. * As he 
grew more advanc’d in years, he felt the de- 
cay of age in his mind, as well as in his bo- 
dy, and ttill as he became more and more care- 
fshe grew lefts and remifs in the exercife of the true wor- 
carelets of the fhip, he was the morc eafily prevail'd upon to 
ae eee *join with thefe ftrange women in a falfe onc; 
apt toem- not that this was the firft breach of the law 
brace a falfe that he was guilty of; for he had tranfgrefs’d 
era an. the rule, in the very figures of his bulls under 
der the bra. lS brazen fea, and tn the lions afterward that 
wen fea, wava Were {et as a oe upon his throne; which 
breach alfo of Was all directly againft a pofitive inftitution. 
the law. He had at the fame time in his own family 
the moft glorious prefident for honour and 
Virtuc, that was any where to be found, in the 
example of his bleffed father, whofe piety and 
practice was fo pe recommended to his 
imitation, that God inculcated the charge over 
and over to him in his flecp; and upon the 
pain of his uttermoft difpleafure, to be fure to 
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tread in his father’s fteps. This he negleéted 
to do, and came, in the conclufion, to an ig- 
nominious end. 

THe word of the Lord came after this to 

Solomon, by the mouth of a prophet, telling 
him, ‘ That his wickednefs was no feerct, God foretolg 
and he fhould not pafs long unpunifh’d ; but sclomen by 
in regard of a promife from Heaven, to His of 
father, that he fhould have no other fac- tiaras his 
ceflor, the prophet told him that his govern- death his {on 
ment fhould not be taken from him while fhould be py. 
he was living ; and that after his death, his 3” tea 
‘© fon fhould futfer for the iniquities of his fa- by a evole oe 
ther; not that there fhould be an univerfal ten tribes, it. 
“ defection, but that ten tribes only fhould 
revolt, and the other two continue in their 
“* allegiance to the fon of Solomon for his 
‘© grandfather’s fake, and for the fake of the 
** temple at Jerufalem, which God had made 
choice of tor the place of his habitation.” 
Thefe words wounded Solomon to the very 
foul, to fee himfelf caft down in a moment 
from the highcft pitch of all fublunary com- 
forts and temporal glory, into the very depth 
of the contrary extreme. 

Some fhort time after this denouncing mef- 
fage by the prophet, God ftirred up a bitter 
enemy again{t Solomon, whofe name was Adad, Adad a fpite. 
an Idumean by birth, and a branch of the roy- fill enemy to 
al family; the ground of his animofity being Se leDon, 
as follows: When the Hebrews over-ran the When Joab 
country of Idumea, under the command of over-ran Idu 
Joab, who at that time was David’s general ; mea, he put 
Joab having fubdued the people, put ro the 2 Acne 
{word all the males he could find in the pro=-were able ta 
vince that were able to bear arms, and _ this bear arms, 
execution continued for fix months. This Ver. 16. 
fame Adad, who in thofe days was but a child, aus zien 

: : , 
made his efcape to Pharaoh, the king of Egypt, Pharaoh, who 
who not only received him with great hu- proteéted — 
manity, but very generoufly gave him houfes, him, and mar. 
lands, and revenues fos his entertainmicnt, and 1cd fim to 

a eee eK phines, 
took fuch an affection further for him, upon yey. 18) 194 
his growing up into the world, that he married. 
him to his own wife’s fifter, whofe name was 
Taphines, who bore him a fon that was train’d 
up with the children of Pharaoh, In procefs Upon David's 
of time news was brought into Egypt, that and Joab’s 
David and Joab were both dead; and Adad cea oe 
upon thefe tidings defir’d Pharaoh’s leave to re=¢, go back, 
turn into his own country. The king, not Ver. 21. 
well pleafed with his requeft, ask’d him what 
he wanted, or what he meant by that carnctft- 
nefs toleave the beft friend he had in the world ? 
for he prefs’d it over and over, but could not 
as yct prevail. 

Sotomon bcing now in a declining” co di- Solomon wis 
tion, and the meafure of his iniquity Welldhigh now decli« 
full and ripe for judgment, God put’ it into ™"S 
Pharaoh’s heart, whom he had hitherto re- 
ftrain’d, to Jet Adad return; fo that he came pharaoh pivel 
forthwith into Idumea, with a delign to ftir Adad leave 
up the people to a rebellion againtt Solomon, t retumy | 
But finding the garrifons fo ftrong, and the 70 50%, 
country in fuch a pofture, that there was no gir up the 
poffibiliry of fuccefs by a furprize, he took people agit 
new meafures, and went from thence into Sy- solomon 
tia, where he join’d interefts with one Rezon, Kia Haul 
a fugitive from his matter Adadazer, the king no goo: tol 
of Zobah, and a famous captain of a body of done that 
banditti, ‘that made fpoil and ravage up and yn gen 
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Phe Hebrew drachma was of the fame weight with the Grecian and Roman, and its value was fix pence three 


facthings and three fourths 


> fix hundred therefore muft amount to about feventcen 


pounds of Englifh moncy. 
down 


Chap. iT, 


adad and = down at pleafure. 
Rezon matter this man; and with his affiftance maftcr’d that 
thac par! part of Syria, where he got himfelf to be de- 
Syria, 1 Ings a . . 
ee as, Clarcd king, and made fo many inroads 
ae upon the land of the [Ifraclices, that all 

things were in a confufion with blood and 

pillage, cven while Solomon himfelf was yet 

living. 

- _Nor were thefe affronts and indignities 
Another con A : Snier 
foiracy head- from a ftranger all that the king fuffered ; for 
ed by Jero- a more dangerous confpiracy was form’d againft 
hoam, ype” him at the fame timc, in his own kingdom, 
he Che by Jeroboam,.the fon of Nebat; a man of a 
fa DY > 3 





arement O ears o. 
prophecy, turbulent and ambitious fpirit, and one who 
Ver. 26. was pofflefs’d with a notion that he had long 


fince receiv’d from an old prophecy, of a 
ftrange part that he was to play in the over- 
turning of the government. Jeroboam being 

Solomon find- left by his father very young, and under the 

ing Jeroboam tuition of his mother, Solomon took notice 

apromifng of him as he grew up towards man’s cftate, 
veut P yer. for a_youth of promifing parts, and made hi 

fers him, Ver. youth of promiling parts, and m im 

38. overfeer of his works, being at that time re- 
pairing and rebuilding the walls of Jerufalem. 
He acquitted himfelf fo well in that commif- 
fion, that Solomon gave him the military com- 
mand of the tribe of Jofeph, as a confideration 
tor his induftry and fervice. As he was one 
day travelling out of Jerufalem about his bu- 
jinefs, the prophet Ahijah, the Shilonitc, met 
him upon the way; and after the formality 
of a falute, took him afide, out of all fight 
and hearing, and there laid hold of the gar- 
ment he had on, and rent it into twelve picces, 
bidding him take ten of them to himfelf; 
for it was God’s will and order that it fhould 

The prophet be fo; ‘¢ For he refolved, faid the prophet, 

bhp ee * to tear the government from Solomon; and 

Fv about =** for his promife fake, to give the two con- 

the divifion tiguous tribes to the fon of Solomon, and 

of the king- ** the other ten to you, as a juft punifhment 
don ase ws for giving up hinxfelf to ftrange women, and 
ratribes, . to ftrange gods; wherefore fince you fee 

Ver. 29-39. €* the ground of his rejeétion, let Solomon’s 

‘ miferable cafe be a warning to you, not to 
** do the fame things yourfelf that ruin’d him. 

Be juft to all men; obferve and proteé the 

laws; -imitate David’s virtues of piety and 

religion, and you may promife yourfelf the 
comfort and enjoyment of David’s re- 
ward.” 

Jerosoam was not a little clevated with 
thefe words of the prophet; and being natu- 
rally of a very haughty and afpiring f{pirit, 
every little thing that gratify’d his ambition 
madc him reftlefs and unquict. The prophe- 

‘This prophe- tical prediction would not out of his head, 

tical predic- and se ‘firft thing he did, after he came to 

ton tan in the afmy, was to tamper with the people 

i ple i againit their fovereign, and to ict up for him~ 

tofeire Jero- CLf = But Solomon all this while was no 

loam, and dtranger to the malice and practice of his de- 

tiipatch him; figns 3 and there was a train laid to furprize 

mae he ec ae : : ry: 

nes him, and difpatch him; but the plot was dif- 

‘pes, V. go. 2 ? : 

cever’d, and Jecroboam cfcaped to Shifhak, 
the king of Egypt, where he waited the death 
of Solomon, for a fair opportunity to revive 
shis pretenfion. 
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Adad ftruck a league with : 


CHAP. Hi. 


The death of Solomon. Refoboaiz difcontents the 
people. Ten tribes full off; cud declare fer Fem 
roboam, who feduces them to Idulatry. He of- 
fisiates as high-prieft. The prophet JFadon 
reproves him.  Feroboan and Rehoboam do both 
Sorfake God. 


OLOMON, in fine, liv’d to a great age, Solomon’s 

I He * reign’d eighty years, died at ninery 18% ie 
four, and was buried at Jerufalem; the wifett tans Vex: 
and the richeft prince that ever was heard of 542, 43.” 
and in all other refpects the happiecit, faving 

only the fin of his ungovernable paffion for 

women, and of. thofe dotages that he was led 

into, in his declining ftate, by their arts; of 

which mifdemeanors, and the mifchicfs that 
afterwards accrued to the Hebrews, I fhall fay 

more hereafter. Bide en Oy, 

Sotomon being now dead, and Rehoboam Rehoboam 
his fon (by Naama an Ammonitifh woman) fuccceds him, 
fucceeding in courfe to the thronc, fome of hid. 
the grandees fent immediately into Egypt, to Jeroboam has 
inform Jcroboam how matters flood, and to Bette in| uF 
recal him. He came prefently, upon-notice, y7/Pt Of °° 
to Sichem; and Rehoboam came thither alfo, death, 
propofing to himfelf the calling of an affem- 2Chron. x. 2. 
bly, and fo to enter upon the government by fi¢ comes 
the common declaration and confent of the (o°gr pene? 
people. Upon this occafion divers of the and Reho- 
princes and leading men, together with J ¢ro- boam comes 
boam himfelf, went to Rehobcam, and madc thither allo, 
him a difcourfe, by the way of advice and Sums eras 
refpeét, how his father had laid too heavy men, with 
burthens upon his fubjeéts, and that they were Jeroboam, 
in hopes they fhould “find him catier; “for ir advile Xcho- 
was his own intereft and fecurity fo to be, and peri tard 
rather to make himfelf belov’d than tear’d. une isi, neo- 
They recommended this humbly to his thought, pic «hi 
and Rehoboarn took three days time to contin :8er % 
der of it. The delay of his anfwer gave them three diya 
fome jealoufy what would be the refult, cfpe~ rime to con- 
cially in a cafe (as they underftood it) fo fider ofit, 
eafy, and fo neceffary to be refolv’d imme- Ver 5- 
diately, and fo well becoming the years and 
circunmiftances of a young prince to appear 
courteous and obliging in. But they were 
not, however, quite out of hope yet, dince he 
had not given them an abfolute and perempto- 
ry repulfe; bur, till he had confidered of it, 
only for a fhort time fufpended his anfwer. 

Wutce this was a doing, Rehoboam ad- He confults 
vifes with his father’s fricnds and countellorg hi: father’s 
what anfwer to rcturn them, who being both ee 
well afleéted to the publick, and well icen in Wino advite’ 
the humour and difpofition of the common him to gen- 
people, advifed him by all means to treat them tlenefs and 
with courtefy and condcfcenfion ; for he would van 
gain much more upon them by a popular free- "~~? 
dom, they told him, than by ftanding ftiff up- 
on his points, in the formalitics of majefty and 
ftate; there being no fuch charm upon the 
hearts of the people, as gracionfnefs and hu. 
milicy in the prince. Nothing could have 
been faid more to the purpofe in general, or 
more efpecially to his purpofe in particular, 

'having a kingdom in his eye. But his under« 









* The account Jofephus here gives us of Solomon's age and reign is moft certainly falfe, as having the addition 
of forty years, not warranted by any authority of Scripture, which tells us that he came to the crown very young, 
and that he reigned in Jerufalem over all [fracl but forty years, See 1 Kings x1. 42. and 2 Chron, ix, 30. 


Lll ftanding 





PLAVIUS ° 


iincing Was taken away by a judicial inha- 
tuatien, to fuch a degree, that he rejected their 
coes fom countel, call’d a cabal co him of his own hu- 


aL 


7m 3 
them i@ as mour and years, told them what had pafs’a, 
bai ofhisew® and demanded their opinion upon the whole 


age and fue 


ees affair. They took the point into debate, and 
weeny x. 3, Whether for want of experience and forelight, 
\. or that God had blinded them, they came all 
to this agreement upon the queftion. Reho- 

The advice boam was to tell them, “ ‘That fince they 
of Rehons- € complain’d of his predeceflor, they fhould 
wis counttl e¢ € 04 this little finger heavier than his father’s 
loins. If they thought themfelves ill ufed 
formerly, they mutt expeét to have him ufe 
greater feverity towards them now; and 
that if his father had chaftifed them with 
whips, he himfelf was refolved to chaftife 
them with feorpions,” The king was fo de~ 
lighted with the miftaken majefty and dignity 

of this proud affronting anfwer, that upon the 

third day, when the people were gather’d to- 
gether in the greareft anxiety imaginable, be- 

twixt hope and fear of the doom they were to 
receive, fome fancying one thing, fome an- 
other, the king appear’d, and paifing over the 
opinion of his father’s counfellors, gave the 
people for anfwer, the very fyllables that the 
young men had put in his mouth, the provi- 
dence of God having fo order’d it, that the 
prophecy of the prophet Ahijah might be ful- 
filled. “ Thefe words were fo many blows to 

them, and no lefs terrible in the hearing, than 

the dreadful things they threaten’d would have 

been in the execution; infomuch, that they all 

eople cried ourina rage, as with one voice, *¢ What 
lv |“ have we to do with the houfe of David? 
= Jet him take to himfelf the temple that his 
cp- “ father built.” And the uproar look’d like 
var, that a prologue to a general revolt. The {edition 
oe Was fo outrageous, that Adoram, one of the 
death, vers. Sing’s, officers in the treafury, being fent out 
to pacity them by laying the blame upon the 
intemperance of fome hot-headed young men, 

the people fton’d him to death, without fo 

much as hearing him. Rehoboam look’d up- 

on the malice of this violence to be levell’d 

at himfelf rather than againft his officer; and 

cchobcam he was much in the right; fo that he prefent- 
*: cha- ly mounted his chariot in a fright, and in a 
.y hurry pofted away to Jorufalem, to get out of 
-wro the reach of the mutincers. The tribes of 
‘uyt. Judah and ae aan, all as one man, ituck to 
‘L ye him, and proc aim’d him for thcir king; bute 
ae all the reft of the people went over to Jero- 
i to Re- boam, and from that day forward would have 
to do with the houfe of David. 
Rehoboam had fo great an indignation at the 
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Srey thought of this revolt, that he fummon’d a 
to tohoam, full convention of the two tribes that ftood 
1 Rings xii, firm to their allegiance, and drew out one hun- 
fasted dred and cighty thoufand foldicrs upon the 


Tater a, ‘Mnulter, propofing to himfelf, with this body 
hundred and Of men, to reduce the other ten tribes to their 
cighty thou duty by force. While he was preparing for 
Fate Via tats enterprize, he was admoniflied by a pro- 
toile. phet from God not to engage himfelf in a 
2 Chion xia, IVIL war, efpecially where the defertion was 
C.{bno- In fome meafure the work of a divine direc~ 
who. Reho- ton. 

h ane ner to We fhall now in the 


3} ‘ana 





firft place give fome 

cit nar, Ver, account of the aétions of Jeroboam, the king 

oy. of the Ifraclites, and proceed from thence to 
the hiftory of Rehoboam, and the two tribes, 
according to the order of the narration. 
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LiUS of Book V Lik 


JeRroxzoam built himfelf a palace at Sichem, Jeroboan 
which he made his place of relidence ; and for Pate 
varicty fake, he built another at Penucl. This , ee 
was a little before the feaft of tabcrnacles,25. 7” 
which was the thing that put thefe thoughts 
into his head.‘ If, fays he, I fhall now fuf- He delibe. 
** ter the people to go up to Jerufalem, and vires upon 
leave them at liberty for the celebration of lecins fe of 
that feftival, they'll be fo taken with the people poy 
fhews and ceremonies of the place, and of to worfmip a 
the religion, that they’ll be in danger of etlem, 
changing their minds, perhaps, and of re= ‘ST 2% 27, 
turning to their old king again, as well as 
to their old way; which may lead to the 
extreme hazard, even of my life as well as 
of my government.” Now for prevention 
fake, he bethought himfelf of this expedient : 

He caufed to be made two golden calves, and He buildsty, 
two temples to be built; the one at Bethcl, temples, ang 
and the other at Dan, which is a town fituate ee apne 
at the head of the Leffer Jordan. Thefe elves Vis 
images were confecrated in both places, and ‘ 
indicting an affembly of the ten tribes under 
his command, he made a difcourfe to them to 
this purpofe : : the images. 

“ I neep not tell you, my countrymen, Jeroboam’s 

that God is every where, and not confin’d planfible way 
to any certain place; but wherever we are, or nei 
he hears our prayers, and accepts our WOT jude, 
thip, in one place as well as in another 5 
and therefore [ am not at all of opinion for 
your going up to Jerufalem at this timc, to 
a people that hate you. ’Tis a long tcdious 
journey, and all this only for the fake of re- 
ligion. He that built thar temple was but 
aman, asevery one here is; and the golden 
calves that I have provided for you, the 
one in Bethel, the other in Dan, are confe= 
crated as well as that temple, and brought 
fo much nearer you, on purpofe for the 
convenience of your worfhip, where you 
may pay your duty to God in fuch manner 
as beit pleafes him. As for pricfts and Le~ 
vites, I fhall make fuch a provifion for you, 
that you fhall have no want, cither of the 
tribe of Levi, or of the race of Aaron, 
Let him that has a mind to enter into the 
facerdotal funétion, initiate himfelf into the 
pricfthood by the facrifice of a calf anda 
ram, according to the inftitution of Aaron, 
who was the firft of that order, and only fo 
qualified.” This was Jeroboam’s way of 
feducing the multitude into an Apoftafy from 
the laws of their God, and of their country; 
ant he himfelf, confequently, the capiral caufe 
and author of all thofe calamities that after- 
wards befcl the Hebrews; as forcign wars, 
routs, captivity, and the like; of which herc- 
after in their duc time and place. 

‘Tne feftival of the feventh month was now Jeroboam _ 
drawing on, and Jcroboam took up a refolu- fetsup oir 
tion to worfhip the fame way at Bethel that ay Ver.) 
the two tribes did at Jerufalem. There was gc,’ 
an altar crected before the golden calf! he 
himfelf perfonated the high-prieft, and went He does uy 
up with his own pricfts after the manner of high ie 
the temple-worfhip. But'as he was repanng Pings xi 
to put fire to the offering in the fight of all, 
the people, there came a prophet trom Jeru- 
falem in that very point of time, whofe name 
was Jalon, He was fent by God, and being 
advane’d into the middle of the crowd, he 
addrefs’d himfelf in the king’s heating to the 
altar, in words to this purpofe: “A tir, al- 

tar, 
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jadon’s pro- “* tar, fays he, thus faith the Lord, there fhall 
hecy ad- he. ariie onc out of the houfe of Judah, whofe 
drefsd 10 E96 €¢ name fhall be Jofiah; who upon thee fhall 


a eee 
He ** put to death the falfe prophets, feducers, 


end of fale “© and impoftors of thofe times, and upon thee’ 


rophets and «¢ fhaj] burn their bones ; and to the end that 
feducers |< no creature may doubt the truth of this 
sHeipgs 8" e orediétion, the authority of it fhall be now 
“ confirmed by a prodigy. ‘The altar fhall 
adon’sau- 6 fall to pieces, and the fat of the facrifices 
thority ¢o"= ¢¢ ypon it fhall be fpilc upon the ground.” 
femn’d ai The king was fo inflam’d upon theie words of 
raclesy VON 5° ye prophet, that he lifted up his hand againft 
him, and commanded aloud that fome body 
fhould lay hold of him; but his anm was im- 
ithe wicher- mediately fo benumb’d and blafted, that it 
ing of Jero- Was like a dead limb, and he could not draw 
poum’s arm, it back again. ‘The altar fell to pieces, as 
Ver. 4. was prefag’d, and the fat of the facrifices was 
thrown upon the ground, as the prophet had 
foretold. The king, finding by what fpirit 
the man fpokc, and that he was no counter- 
feit, befought him to pray to God on his be- 
half for, the reftoring of his wither’d arm 5 
‘The wither’'d Which being done, and the miracle wrought, 
hand reftor'd, Teroboam thankfully acknowledg’d the bene- 
Var. 6. fit of the curc, and earncitly prefs’d the pro- 
het to ftay dinner with him, who excufed 
himfelf upon an injunétion that God had laid 
upon him, not fo much as to tafte cither bread 
or wine in that city, nor to return the fame 
way he came. This referve and fobricty of 
the prophet made the king give more heed to 
what he faid, than otherwife he fhould have 
done ; fo that he grew very ary upon it in 

his forebodings concerning himfelf. 
AGl@ pro- | T'ERE was in that town a certain falfe pro- 
phet that was phet, that was much in Jeroboam’s good 
Jetoboam’s graces; not for the truth, (for he was a down- 
rourite, | 4g Tight impoftor,) but for the uttering of fuch 
Talon had prophecies as he knew were pleafing to his 
done, and matter, and fubfervient to his intereft. This 
that he was_ man was old and crazy ; and as he lay at this 
fen Hee inftant dozing upon his bed, his fons brought 
mediately to him news of -a famous prophct that was come 
overtakehim, from Jcrufalem, and what wonders he had 
Ver 13,14. donc; with the ftory of Jcroboam’s wither’d 
arm, and the recovery of it at the prophct’s 
interceflion to God for him, and how he was 
now gone back again, and which way he 
went. The fame of this ftranger created fuch 
a jealoufy in the old man’s head, for fear Icft 
he fhould be fupplanted in his maftcr’s favour, 
that he prefently ordcr’d his fons to faddle 
his afs, which was immediatcly done, and the 
man mountcd, and pofted away with all ima- 
ginable expedition to feck after the ftrange 
He finds him Prophet. ¢ follow’d him ftcp by ftcp, tll 
rehing him- he came up to him at length as he was refting 
Ht ae an himfelf under the fhadow of a large {preading 
vies himio Oak. After the formality of the firlt falute, 
vcillation, the falfe prophet fell to expoftulating with the 
ibid, other, why he would not be fo kind as to call 
at his houfe, and do him the honour to take a 
hid exenfes Collation with him. The ftranger told him it 
hin, for could not be; for God had politively forbid- 
litle aitce den him cither to eat or drink in that city. 
tet or | Nay, fays the other, I can abfolve you in this 
trink in thar point myfelf; for 1am a prophce as well as 
The rat? you, and we are both fervants to the fame God; 
raphe tell and it is by that God’s exprefs command that 
Him that he. Lam come hither now to invite you to dinner 
«me from With me.  Jadon gave credit to this falfe 


a olnvite Wretch, accepted of his invitation, and fo went 
nVer, ig, 


along with him. While they were yet at din- Judon goes 

ner, and in the freedom of table-difcourfe, Gt mand 
2 . 3 

God appeared to Jadon, and told him that he pim that 2 

would not only punifh him for his difobedience, lion fhall 

but the very manner of his ponifhment ; which mect him Py 

was, that he fhould be torn to pieccs upon the [2° Vays 

way by a lion, and that his body fhould not pieces; which 

be buricd in the fepulchre of his forefathers. fell out ac- 

It fell out accordingly, and perhaps God or- cordingly, 

der’d it fo, for the hardening‘of Jcroboam’s V& 20724 

heart, into a disbelief of Jadon,; upon fo re- 

markable a mifcarriage; for in his way back 

to Jcrufalem, .a lion tore him off from his afs, © 

and kill’d him; the afs untouch’d and ftand- - 

ing ftill, the lion couching by the carcafs, like 

a guard to both. ‘The relation of this difafter 

being brought to the falfe prophct, by fome 

travellers that pafs’d that way, he appointed The falfe 

his fons to fetch the body into the city, which Pepe 

being done, he gave it a magnificent burial, the Seay. and 

charging his fons, whenever he died, to fee givesita mag- 

his own bedy laid in the fame monument; nificent bu~ 

“ For, faid he, whatever this good man has tial, Ver. 

“ fpoken concerning the city, the alcar, the 79-3" 

°¢ priefts, and the falfe prophets,.it is all true. 

‘6 Now when I am dead, fays he, and my 

“ bones depofited with his, I am fafe; for 

“© who fhall know his bones from mine ?” 

So foon as Jadon’s funeral rites were well The falfe 
over, and thc fons competently inftructed, prophet goes 
away goes their wicked father to Jeroboam; '9 seer 

. . . : ? who techs him 
who finding him exceedingly difturb’d, ask’d o¢ the mira- 
him what he meant to trouble his head at that cles Jadon ’ 
rate, for the words of a mad man? Well had wrought. 
but, fays the king, what do you think of the 
prodigy of the altar, and the miraculous lois 
and recovery of my arm? (telling him both 
the ftories at length.) The man, fays he, is 
certainly a man of God, and a truce prophet, 
he could never do all this elfe. ‘The other in 
the mean time did, in fhort, all he could to 
difguife the truth with plaufible glofles and 
diftinétions. As to the bufinefs of your hand, ‘The impoftor 
fays he, ’tis very probable you had overwrought shuffles them 
yourfelf, with carrying facrifices to the altar. of ip oehas 
‘The very wearincfs made it numb at firft; per- “es ™™ 
haps ; but after a little réft, you fec, it came 
to itfelf again. And fo for the altar, it was 
new built; and not being thoroughly fettled, | 
it funk under the weight of an infupportable 
burden of facyifices that were laid upon it. 

And what was your holy man’s cnd at laft? 

Why he was kill’d by a lion; and here’s not 

the lcaft fign or token of a prophct all this 

while, that I can find, cither in word, life, or 

death. The king was fo poifon’d and cor- Jeroboam {3 
rupted with the vanity and mockery of thefe abandon‘d, 
Joofe infinuations, that from thence forward can ne neve 
he had no longer any thought of God or good- Ged alter, 
nefs; but on the contrary, abandon’d_ himfelf Ver. 33. 
wholly to the love, ftudy, and practice of all 

manner of wickcdnefs; and to duch a degree: 

too, that he did cfleétually bid defiance to all 

that was facred, cithcer in Heaven, or carth; 

making it his bufinefs to find out new fins, and 

in the event to outdo himfelf. But TI fhall 

pafs now to Rehoboam, according to the or 

der of the relation. 7 

Renonoamy being king all this while of the a a 
two.tribes beforemention’d, buile and fortified fortities fevea 


feveral ftrong and fair cities, as Bethlehem, ral frong c+ 


Etan, ‘Tekoa, Bethzar, Shoco, Adullam, Ipa, ties in the - 
Marefha, Ziph, Adoraim, Lachith, Azekah, {ibes of Ju- 

NG : 1 ; .? 4? dah’ and Beis 
Zorah, Ajalon, and Uebron, all in the tribe jamin,zChrony 


Ok xi. 5-10, 


FLAVIUS 


of Judah, belide other towns, no \cfs_con- 
fiderable, in the lot of Benjamin, which he 
Thefe cities provided with good garrifons and governors, 
he garrions and with corn, oil, and other neceflarics in 
Cee ae abundance, for their maintenance and defence ; 
ner or provi- belide many thoufands of fhiclds and lances. 
fions,2Chron. While Rehoboam continued at Jerufalcm, 
xiit, 12. there came up from all parts, great numbers 
Us of priefts and Levites, and {fo many of the 
laity come _ laity too, as made any confcience of their ways, 
thronging to to worfhip there, quitting their countries to 
Jeramie attend the duties of their religion. They 
igre as were all fick of Jeroboam’s tyranny, and to. 
Ver. 13-17. fee themfelves fore’d to the worfhipping of 
his calves, to the difhonour of the truc God. 
The difcontent, in fine, was fo great, that in 
three years time the power and intercit of Re- 
hoboam was mightily increas’d. This king’s 
firft wife was his kinfwoman, by whom he had 
three children, and he afterwards married 
Muaacah, the daughter of Thamar, who was 
the daughter of Abfalom, by whom he had 
Abiah, and fhe was a-kin to him too, He 
had teveral wives befide, and children by them, 
but none fo dear to him as Maacah. He had 
Rehoboam’s cightcen wives legitimate, and thirty concu- 
wives aad___-bines, by whom he had cight and twenty fons, 
oe ee and fixty daughters, But Abiah the fon ot 
ae Maacah was the perfon he defign’d for his fuc- 
ceflor, committing his treafure and ftrong holds 
all to his truft. But it fell out to be with 
Rehoboam, as it farcs commonly with other 
mortals; profperity puffed him up, and in 
time ruin’d him; for the greater he grew in 
the world, the more liberty he took to_ be 
wicked; and he did not only contemn God 
and his holy commandments himfelf, but 
made his people as wicked too, out of a kind 
of reverence to his cxample. It is but ac- 
cording to the nature of human affairs, for 
fubjeéts to be deprav’d by the exemplary ill 
manners of their fuperiors ; for the virtue, or 
the iniquity of the governor is, generally 
{peaking, fome fort of rule for the people to 
people, walk by; and it has the reputation of a kind 
2Chron.xii. Of political virtue, to imitate the very vices 
1. of rulers. Not to do as they do, is tacitly 
to condemn their doings; as it happen’d un- 
der Rehoboam, where the people were wicked 
and licentious, for fear of difpleating the 

king. 
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CHAP. IV. 


Shifvak king of Egypt lays flege to Ferufalem. 
King Reboboam meanly gives it up, and the 
temple is pillaged. Reboboam dies, and Abias 
his fon fucceeds him. Feroboam is foretold by 
the prophet Achias, of the utter ruin of binfelf 
and his whole family. 


. C; OD avenged himfelf! upon Rehoboam 

by the hand of Shifhak the king of Egypr, 
not by Scfoftris, as Herodotus miftakes the 
matter, This fame Shifhak, in the fifth year 
ot Rchoboam’s reign, marched againft him 
with a vaft army. ‘They reckon’d twelve 
aaelityacmy§ hundred chariots, fixty thoufand horfe, and 
yarrifons fe. four hundred thoufand foot; the foldiers be- 
veral rowns, ing moft of them Africans and Ethiopians. 


and befieges With this army Shifhak broke in upon the He- 
Rehoboam in ates 


Jerufalem, 
Ver, 2--4. 


“hithak 
rarebos 
apaintt Reho- 
boum with a 
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brews, and took into his protection feveral of 
their itrong towns, that render’d on their own 
accord. Jn all which places he leit garrifons, 
and marched afterwards dire€tly up to Jerufa- 
Jem, where Rehoboam and his people were 
block’d up in the town. ‘The king in this 
ftreight betook himfelf to prayers and fuppli-~ The king in 
cations for viétory over his enemics, but could his dittrers 
not prevail for an anfwer to his fatisfaction ; has recourke 
and thereupon Sameas the prophet told him, jp Peyersfor 
tor his greater terror, that God threaten’d to The peau 
forfake al] thofe that forfake him firft; which tells him, as 
frighted them all into an acknowledgment of he hac for- 
their wickednefs, and of God’s juft judgment Gene 
upon them for their apoftaly and difobedience. fortuke him 
Being now brought to the uttermoft extremity Ver.6,  * 
of defpair, the prophet told the king once 
again, that God was pleafed fo far to accept 
ot their humiliation and repentance, that they 
fhould not be utterly deftroy’d and cut oft, 
but only deliver’d up in fubjection and flavery 
to the Egyptians, that they may learn upon 
experience, whether it be better to ferve God 
orman. In this panick dread Rchoboam de- Rehoboan 
liver’d up Jerufalem to Shifhak, upon certain delivers up 
conditions, but without any regard to faith, et eau 
or honour, he broke his articles, pillag’d the shimat’ ; 
temple, took away all the plate and treafure, breaks hisar. 
as well God’s as the kine’s; gold and filvcr ticles, and 
to an ineftimable value, without leaving fo fj): Shy 
i. Z ‘ . iliass n 

much as one grain behind him. He carried tnestfable 
away the golden ihiclds and bucklers that So- value, Ver. 9, 
lomon had caufed to be made, with the golden 
quivers that David took from the king of So- - 
phena, and dedicated to the adorning of the 
temple. After which Shifhak went back 
again with a prodigious booty. * Herodotus Herodotus 
of Halicarnaflaus takes notice of this expedi- oe 
tion, only miftaking the name, where he {peaks tale 
of the king of Egypt’s march thorough feve~ this expedi- 
ral other countries, and of fubduing the Pa- tion, 
leftince-Syria without ftriking a ftroke. Now 
this can only be underftood of the conqueft of 
our country by the Egyptians ; for he tells of 
feveral pillars ereéted and lett there, with the 
images of men cut upon them, with the privy 
parts of women, as an emblamatical way of 
{ttigmatizing the men for giving up their coun- 
try without a blow. Now this Rehoboam 
was undoubtedly our king that gave up all for 
the asking. He fays likewife, that the Ethio- 
pians took up the cuftom of circumciling from 
the Egyptians. Now it is agreed on all hands, 
that the Philiftines, and the Paleftine-Syrians 
had it from thence; and it is as clear, that 
there arc no other people in Paleftine-Syria 
circumcifed but ourfelves. But of this every 
man has the freedom of his own thought. 

Arter the departure of Shifhak into Egypt, 
Rehoboam repair’d the lofs of the golden 
fhiclds and bucklers, with the fame number of 
brafs, and committed the care of them to his 
proper officers and guards; and fo he Jed his 
life in a private quict way, without any con- 
fiderable adventure, or undertaking, his fear 
being a@ continual check upon him, in regard 
of the continual feuds betwixt Jeroboam and 
himfelf. He liv’d feven and fifty years; fe- 
venteen of them in a ftation of fovercign power. 
He was a man, weak and arrogant, and loft 
himfelf, his government, and his reputation, 
by refuling wife counfel, when it was given 
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Rehoboam =him. He was buried at Jcrufalem among the 
was buried 4° kings, His fon # Abias fucceeded him, in 
ee the eighteenth year of Jeroboam’s icign over 
ieee uc- the ten tribes. 


ceeded him, Awnp now we have fpoken of the end of this 
2 Chron. X4. king, it remains in the next place that we thew. 
what became of Jeroboam. He wasa worker 
vasa worker Of iniquity out of all bounds and meafure. 
of iniquity, He was every day fetting up and multiplying 
feting UP l- alrars in the high places, and appointing priefts 











































ae jaces, tO Officiate out of the dregs of the people ; 
hg ileings which indignities and alfronts, God, in his 


riefts of the righteous judgment, avenged upon himfelf and 
fam of the his family. It happen’d at that time, that + 
people, .;, Obimes, his fon, fell fick, and he bad his wife 
ep kcnaes put herfelf into the difguife of a private per- 
a fon, and go to + Achias the prophet, being a 
man fill’d with the fpirit of prediétion, and 
the perfon who told him formerly, that he 
himfelf fhould come to be king. “¢ Go you, 
“ fays he, to this prophet, and ask him if the 
“ boy fhall recover or no.” She drefs’d her- 
{elf according to her husband’s order, and fo 
went to Shilo, where Achias at that time liv’d. 
As fhe was upon the way toward the houfe, a 
voice from Heaven fpoke to the prophet, (who 
was now dim-fighted with age,) and inform’d 
him that the wife of Jeroboam was then 
coming to him; told him likewife her bufi- 
nefs, what queftions fhe would ask him, and 
what he fhould anfwer. Upon her coming to 
the door in the drefs of an ordinary gueft, the 
prophet call’d to her by the name of Jerobo- 
The prophet am’s wife. ‘¢ Come in, fays he, and never 
foretels the difguife yourfelf for the matter 5 for he that 
aioe ae « told me who you are, and put the words in 
are to befal &* my mouth that Iam to fay to you, is not 
Jeroboam —“ to be impos’d upon. _Go therefore to your 
and his peo" © husband from me, and tell him, that thus 
ple, and he & faith the Lord God; As it was I that rais’d 
child, 1Kings “* thee out of a low condition to the dignity 
wig-16 °° of athrone; and cutting off the family of 
“ David ftom the kingdom, gave it to thee ; 
“ fo, on the other hand, in return for all 
“ thefe bounties and benefits, thou haft now 
“ moft ungratefully caft off him that exalted 
“ thee, and fet up gods of thine own fancy, 
“and of the founders making, in preference 
“¢ to the creator of Heaven and earth, and in 
“* contempt of my majefty and power; where- 
“ fore I will now forthwith expunge thee 
“ and thy family out of the roll of mankind, 
** give your carcafles to the dogs, and to the 
“ fowls of the air, and {et up another king 
** over my people that fhall not Icave one li- 
“ ving gman of the houfe of Jeroboam upon 
“ the face of the carth; and the very multi- 
“tude fhall not efcape the ftroke of divine 
“ juttice neither; for they fhall be cxtcrmi- 
“ nated out of the good land they were poflef- 
“ fed of and driven away, and difperfed beyond 
“ Euphrates, for pele wicked after their 
“ king’s cxample, in adoring his gods, to the 
“contempt of me and my commandments. 
“ Make hafte therefore to your husband, and 
* tell him as I have told you; and for what 
“* concerns your child, you {hall find it dead 
“* when you come back; for the very moment 
“ you enter the city he fhall breath his latt. 
‘ He fhall be lamented, and buried with the 
* folemnicy of a publick mourning, as the only 
* perfon at Jeroboam’s family that .had any 
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ce 


ten’d away in a fright, 
heard ; 
her fon all the way the pafs’d, went ftraight 
to her husband; and the more hafte the made, 
the fooncr the child dicd; for being come to 
her journey’s end, fhe found the child dead, 
as the prophet foretold her, and fo gave her 
husband an account at length of the difmal 
ftory fhe had in charge from the prophet. 
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+ Scrip. Achijah. 
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thing of good in him.” - The woman hai- 
upon what the had 
and miferably bewailing the lofs of 





CHAP. V; 


Abias the king of Fudab gets a viGory over Fen 


roboam king of Uyraecl. Abias dics, and leaves 
Aa his fucceffir. The death of ‘Feroboant. 
Nadab his fou fucceeds hina. Baafhs kills 
Nadab, and extirpates the whole race of Ferom 


Loant. 
EROBOAM, in defiance of all thefe Jerotoam : 
judgments, made great levies ftill, and draws out an 


marched out with an army againft Abias the army againit 
fon of Rchoboam, 
two tribes in the right of his father; making 
little doubt of his 
fo little experience, either in government of 
arms. But Abias 
fied at this preparation, 
tation from a perfon of 
drew together an army out of 
and advanced with it toward Jeroboam, in a Abias ad- 
certain place they called the 
ron; and there encamping himfelf, he made an army to 
ready for a battle. 
hundred thoufand men, and Jeroboam double 
the number. 
drawn up, and ready to engage, Abias advanced 4: 
to a little eminence upon a rifing ground, and 
from thence held up his hand to obtain a fi= 
lence and 
which was prefently allow’d him, and thé 
fum of his difcourfe was this: 


las, 7 
2, Chron, xii, 
a 


who was then king of the 
fuccefs againft a prince of 


was fo far from being terri- 
that beyond all cxpec- 
his years, he prefently 
the two tribes, 


Mount Sama- vances with 


Mount Sama~ 

ron, and pre~ 
ares for a 
attle, Ver. 3g 


He had in his army four 


As the two armies werc both 


an attention to what he had to fay ; 


“ Goon people, fays he, you cannot be ig= Abjias ad- 
norant of God’s promifes, that this kingdom dreffes him- 
thould be continued to David and his pofte- sg a eane 
rity for many ages. Now this being the fcbsewe. ve 
very cafe, I cannot but wonder to fee MY Ver. q--12, 
father deferted, and Jcroboam, his fubjcét, 

advanced into his place, and you yourfelves 

in arms againtt the divine ri ght of a govern~ 

ment fettled by God himfelf; and not con 

tent with that ncither, unlefy you can force 

the rightful heir out of the fmall remainder 

that is left him, when Jcroboam hath alrea~ fcroboam’s . 
dy by violence and ufurpation cngrofled the violence and 
greatcr part of the kingdom to himfel£& But ufurpationy 
he is not long to enjoy the fruit of his wick- ibid. 
ednefs; for God will call him to a fevere 

account for his iniquitics, and put an end to 

this courfe of rapine and oppreflion, which 

he himfelf is fo far from doing, that he 

makes it his daily bufinefs to continue and 

enflame a moft impious fedition; and what 

was the true ground and reafon now at Jatt 

of this defection? My father never did you 

any injury, only by the advice of evil coun= 

fel, Jeroboam himfelf being in the bottom 

of it, he had the misfortune to give you an 

anfwer exprefs’d in terms too harfh; upon 

which you all, in a great rage, abandoned 


|| Scrip, Mount Zemarim. 
mm your 


your duty not only to my tather, but to 
God himftelf, and to his laws, and all things 
that are facred. You fhouid have weighed 
¢ matters with allowances for human frailty; 
© you thould have confider’d that my father 
was a young man, and one that did not fet 
up for anorator; you fhould have confider’d 
him again as the fon of Solomon too, your 
royal patron and benefagtor. Now all this 
together might have aton’d, methinks, for 
a few unguarded expreffions; and ic would 
have been but reafon, to have born a little 
with the fon, for the father’s fake. But 
thefe are thoughts never came near your 
heart, I perccive; nortruly are they ever 
like to do, if a perfon may be allowed to 
judge by the army that is advancing againit 
us. And what is it you have to truft to at 
ReReSions “ latt? If in your golden calves, your al- 
uponthe  * tars, and your high-placcs, ’tis not your re- 
gollen calves, Jigion that you depend upon, but your wick- 
wlars and  « ednefs; belides that you have the laws of 
tigh-places, ? : : 
ibid. “ God and man to contend withal. Piety and 
“ juftice will have the better of you in the 
“ onclufion ; and you do manifeftly fight 
againft both in this caufe, in fighting againft 
us who have conitantly aflerted the worfhip 
and the reverence that we owe to the true 
God; not a god of wood, or ftone, or the 
impofture of a wicked king upon a credu- 
lous multitude, but God the maker of all 
things, and of all things that are made, the 
beginning and the end; wheretore let me 
advife you to repent of your paft fins and 
follies, and to betake yourfelves to founder 
counfels for the future; or if you muft necds 
“ be contending, let ic be for the defence of, 
“¢ and not in oppofition to thofe laws that have 
** made you fo great and happy.” 
Tn thisinte-  Wurire Abias was upon his harangue, Je- 
rim Jerodo- roboam privately fent a detachment to attack 
ah nts © the king’s rear, who came upon them fo un- 
expectedly, that his people were not a little 
ftartled at the furprize, rill he himfelf encou- 
raged them, and bad them caft themfelves up- 
on God; forthe caufe, he told them, was his, 
who was not to be oyer-reach’d by ftratagem 
or policy. Thefe words of the king diffipated 
their fears, and infpired them with courage 
and refolution; whereupon, having firft invok’d 
the affittance of God Almighty, the pricfts 
founded the charge; at which, with a mighty 
fhout, they attack’d the encmy, and pufh’d 
SA cive them fo vigoroufly, that with the help ot God, 
tie enemy an they put them to a total, abfolute rout, and 
aufelure rout. made fuch a flaughter, as cannot be parallcl’d 
in any hiftory, cither Grecian or Barbarian. 
ive hundred There were five hundred choufand men flain 
tho {and men upon the place; a victory never to be forgot- 
Jall'd spon ten: their ftrongeft towns taken and plunder’d; 
thee’: Bethel, and Ithen, with their dependencics. 
and their 7 a 
{ong towns Atter this blow, Jcroboam was fo broken, that 
raken,Ver.1g, he was never able to make any farther attempt 
Abin dics {fo long as Abias was living, who died not long 
wa ne. after in the third year of his reign, and was 
ro the go- buried at Jerufalem, in the fepulchre of his 
vernment,  anceftors. He left two and twenty fons be- 
2 Chron. xiv. hind him, and fixtcen daughters, which he had 
us all by fourteen women. Afa his fon fucceeded 
him, whofe mother’s name was Maacha; and 
under his government the Iraclites enjoy’d a 
ten years peace. 
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* The Scripture, 2Chyon. xiy. 8 Jays, ewo hundred and fourfcore thoufind that bare fhiclds and drew bows. 
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‘Turs is all that we find written of Abias 3 Jeroboan 
and atter him died Jeroboam, the king of the diesin the 
ten tribes, in the fecond year of the reign of Seat yew 
Afa, and the two and twenticth of his own. rian 
His fon Nadab fucceeded him, and liv’d in a His fon N, 
kind of competition tor prophanencfs and im- dab facceery 
piety, with the charaéter of his father, and him, 1 King 
reigned only two years; in which time he led *”* *4 25. 
out an army againft Gabathon, a city of the , 
Philiftines, being poffefs’d with an opinion that 
he might take it by a fiege; but in the mean 
time he was cut off by the treachery of a fa~ 
miliar friend, whofe name was Baafha, the fon 
of Machel, who fciz’d upon the government, 
and deftroy’d the whole family; which made 
good the words of the prophet, “ Thar the 
“¢ dogs fhould cat him of Jeroboam’s ftock 
© that died in the city, and that the fowls of 
‘¢ the air fhould eat him that died in the field.” 

‘This was the end of Jeroboam and his family 5 The end of 
and the judgment was juft upon chem for their Jeroboam 


impious apoftafy. and his fami. 
R P ¥ ly, V. 27-29, 








CHAP. VI. 


Afi the king of Fudea was an excellent perfin. 
He gave a very great overthrow to Zareus the 
kiag of Ethiopia. The king of Damafcus joins 
againft Baafba the king of Ifrael, who is nur- 
der'd by Creon; and Elah, his fon and fucw 
ceffor, affaffinated by Ziniri. 


SA, the king of Jerufalem, was a man Afi, king of 

fo confcientioufly ftriét, both in his re- Jerufalem, a 
ligion, and in his morals, that he led a life, Kirton 
in word, thought, and deed, in a moft ferupu- fy a” 
lous conformity to the laws of God and_na- 2Chron. sir 
ture. He reétified all that he found amifs in 2. 
his government, purg’d his dominions from all 
extravagant lufts and foreign abominations. 
He had a felect body of men armed with lances AG's army; 
and fhiclds, to the number of three hundred Ver. 8. 
thoufand of the tribe of Judah; and of the 
tribe of Benjamin he had two hundred and * 
fifty thoufand with bows and bucklers, In 
the tenth year of his reign, - Zareus, a king zareus 
of Ethiopia, marched againft him with an ar- marches 
my of nine hundred thoufand foot, one hun- againtt him 
dred thoufand horfe, and three hundred cha« ee 
riots. When he was advanc’d as far as Marc=choufind 
fa, a city in the dependency of Judah, Afa foot, and 
went out to mect him, and rang’d his army hundred 
not far from the city, in a certain valley cal- oe 4 
Iced Saphatha. Upon the fight of fo prodi- oer Fue 
gious a multitude of men, Afa called out to dred chariot, 
God for his affiftancc, and that he would vouch- Ver: 9. 
falc to profper his arms, and give him victory A% dis 
over fo formidable an enemy; for it was whol- called Sankt 
ly in a dependence upon his divine goodnefs tha, Ver..0. 
that he had now undertaken this enterprize ; Af prays for 
concluding with an ejaculation, that he wholly ¢ ed 
refign’d himfelf to his bleffed pleafure, whofe Vers ‘a : 
powcr was more than fufficient to fupply the 
want cither of ftrength or number. Upon 
this prayer of Afa’s, God was pleafed to en- 
courage him with a token and aflarance of 
victory. 

In this confidence Afa charg’d the enemy, Afi charges 
and with fo great bravery, that with a mighty and routs the 
flaughter, anda total rout, he purfued them enemy, wit 
to the plain of Gerar; and there quitting the flange 
Ver 12) 13 


A promife 
and affuraneé 
of victory. 


purfuit, 


en 


Chap. Vi. 


likewife the encmy’s camp, with a vait booty 
in gold, camels, flocks, and herds. Upon 
gaining this mighty victory, through the good- 
rarnsto nefs of divine providence, the king returned 
vroflem, With his army to Jerufalem, laden with the 
sChron. xiv. fpoil. As they were upon the way, not far 
| 1: «1 ops from the place, the prophet Azariah call’d to 
Aa them to make a ftand, and then told chem as 
g shem turch, follows: “ God hath been pleafed, fays he, 


A sheiy mar : : 2 3 
Chron. xv- “© to blefs you with this glorious victory, in 





Afare 


27: “© confideration of your jufticc, your piety. 
ifcourfe : JOSS. P > 
Pia coi “ and your obcdience to’ his will and com- 
B iiedings of “ mandments; and if you go on as you have 
A obedience, begun, you may expect the fame providen- 


Sand the dan- cc 
er of faulter~ ¢¢ 

singin matters 

B of rcligion, 


B ibid. se 


tial advantages and fuccefles in all your af- 
fairs for the time to come. Butif ever you 
“ depart from the precepts of your religion, 
you will find in all refpeéts the clear con- 
trary ; and that the time will come, where- 
in there fhall not be a true prophet among 
you, nor a prieft anfwerable to the dignity 
of his funétion. Your cities thall be laid 
level with the ground; your -nation fcat- 
ter’d like vagabonds over the earth, with- 
out any feat or habitation that they can call 
their own; wherefore, fays he, let me ad- 
vife you while you have time, to apply your- 
felves to the ftudy and practice of virtue; 
and finally, to join with thankfgiving in the 
“¢ acknowledgment and enjoyment of the blef- 
“ fings of God’s favour.” 
the prophet were a great rejoicing to the hearts, 
both of king and people, who thereupon made 
it their exprefs bufinefs, publick and private, 
one and all, to keep their religion facred and 
inviolate, in the obfervance of the laws; in 
order to which end, the king had his commif- 
fioners every where up and down through his 
dominions, to attend that care and duty. 

Tis was the pofture of Afa’s affairs, the 


Bawha, king é 
T thall now: return to 


of the Ifrae- king of the two tribes. 


ai killd |, Baatha, the king of the Ifraclites; who, when 
the sovere he had kill’?d Nadab, the fon of Jeroboam, 
ment, and fciz’d the kingdom to his own ufe. his prince 


wign'd four reign’d four years, and his palace was in Tar- 
ag era fhifh; a man, that for all forts of lewdnefs 
“4h 2% and impiety, went beyond either Jeroboam or 
his fon; a tyrannical oppreflor of his people, 

and of a ftubborn and contumacious fpirit to- 

ward God himfclf; infomuch, that the word 

of the Lord came to * Gimon the prophet, 


Gimon the Commanding him to tell Baafha, “ That Go 
propherde- “ had fully determin’d to root out him and his 
wouncesde- 6 family from off the carth, as he had done 
eee ¢ Jcroboam before him, for his ingratitude to 
' his race, “ that power and goodnefs that raifed him to 
‘1 Kings xvi. §€ the thronc, and for his tyranny and impicty 
Ids “ in the excreife of his government, without 


“ce 
ce 
a 
a 
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any regard. to rightcoufnefs or juilicc ; two 
virtues that arc, above all others, the moft 
acceptable to God, and profitable to the 
people; telling him farther, that fince he 
thought fit to make Jeroboam his example 
for all manner of iniquity, it was but rea~ 
fonable to have him as.exemplary in his mi- 
fery and punifhment.”” Baatha, after all 
Buhha infen- thefe frightful denouncings, obftinately ftood 
fine and hare his ground, as if it had been a point of ho- 
eu'd, nour to affront his maker; and as if the pro- 

phee had rather promifed him a reward for his 


* Scrip. Jehu, the fon of Hanani. 
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purfuic, he took and rifled Gerar itfelf, and | wickednefs, that threaten’d him with the ftroke 
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of fo dreadful a vengeance; fo that he went 

on ftill, heaping fins upon fins, and ftrove cve~ 

ry day to be worfe than other, without any 

care or thought how to avert the judgment, 

and reconcile himfelf to God; nay, without 

the leaft motion or difpofition toward amend= 

ment or repentance. In the conclufion, he 

march’d with an army to Ramath, a place of He marches 
fome note, and a matter of fome } forty fur- againit Ra- 
longs from Jerufalem. He took it, and _forti- Ree 
fied it, with an intent to make it the feat of j,, , Kings xv; 
the war, as a commodious ftation for the ad- 17. 
vantage of making inroads into the dominions 

of Afa, Now Afa was not without fome ap- 

prehenfion of the tendency of his defign; and 
computing with himfelf how great a danger 

the neighbourhocd of fo powerful an army 

might bring upon his country, he fent ambai- 

fadors prefently to the king of Damafcus,with 

money and prefents, inviting him over to his 

alliance, out of a refpeét to the former fricnd~ 

fhip that had been betwixt thofe two families. 

This king very willingly receiv’d the moncy A Icaguebe- 
and prefents ; broke off with Baafha, and en- dilate and 
ter’d into a league with Afa; fending an ar- pp. <8 oF 
my fome fhort time after, into the territory of who invades 
Baafha; fell upon his towns and ftrong holds Baatha’s 

in that hurry ; burning fome, and rifling others, country, Very 
as Achion, Dan, and Abclmacn, Upon the *9?*° 
news of this incurfion, the king of the Ifrac- 


Thefe words of | lites quitted Ramath, and went back to look 


to himfelf nearer home; but Afa ercéted two Afa ereéts 
ftrong towns there out of the materials that two confider~ 
‘ Baafha left behind him; calling the one Gaba, pete 
and the other Mafpha. ‘This was the laft ot Matpha, Wes 
Baatha’s military adventures; for he was cut 22. 
off by Creon, and buried in the city of Arfa- Baatha cut of 
nes, his fon Elah fucceeding him; he himfelf Py Preon’ 
being afterwards treacherouily flain by Zimri, gaccceds him, 
the mafter of one divifion of his horfe, in the 1 Kings xvi. 
fecond year of his reign, as he was drinking ¢. 
with Ofa, the fleward of his houfe 5 a troop aria 
of horfe breaking in upon him, in the abfence Finny Y, 10; 
of his guards and officers, who were then tas 
abroad at the fiege of Gabathon, a city of the 


Philiftines. 








CHAP. VIL 


Limvi murders Elah the king of Ifracl ; and the 
army chufes Omri king. He fets frre to the 
palace, and burns himfelf with it. Abab face 
ceeds to Omri, a wicked prince. Elias foretels 
his ruin. Febu anointed king of Ifract, and 
Hazacl king of Syria. Naboth fiov’d at the 
inftigation of Fezabel. 


IMRI, after this exploit, advanced Zjimiri ad- 
himfelf from mafter of the horfe, to the vanced to the 
throne; and according to the prediction of ree eee 
. . ‘ 1¢ Luce Oo: 
Gimon, totally extinguifhed the whole race of Raathautter- 
Baafha 3 which was utterly rooted out for their ly extirpated, 
wickednefs, after the method of the deftruce Ver. 11. 
tion that befel Jeroboam. ‘The news of the 
king’s death coming to Gabathon when the ar- 
my was before the town, and that Zimri, the 
affaffin, had taken the government to himfelf, 
the army prefently chofe Omri, the captain of 
the guards, for their king, who raifes the fiege, 


+} Vorcy furlongs, according ro the meafure of the ancients, amounted to juft five miles, and were about four of 


oglith meafiire. 


and 
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Chearmy and immediately goes away to Tirzah, and | His meflage was to tell the king, that trom A propher 


ao takes it by ftorm. Zimri finding the city 
king, who Without a guard, withdraws himtelf into a 
takes ‘Tir-ah, private apartment in the palace; {ets fire to it, 
rikongs x. and burns himfelf and the houfe together: 
iri fete THIS Was in the feventh day of his reign. All 
Are to the pa- things were now in a confulion, and the people 
lice, and immediately divided into two factions; the one 
burns it over was tor Thaman, and the other tor Omri; 
Bone bees but the latter carricd it; for Thaman was flain, 
"P\vo factions, and Omri had the whole government to him- 
Nerv. at. felf. ‘This was in the thirticth year of the 
Ori reign’d reign of Afa; and Omri govern’d twelve 
oes years, fix at Tirzah, and the reft at Mareon, 
Simareon Which the Greeks call Samaria. He gave it 
trem Samer, the name of Samarcon, from Samar, the man’s 
Ver. 24. name that fold the mounrain whereupon it was 
built. He differ’d little from the tormer kings, 
but in the degree of being itill worfe ; for thcy 
all made it their bufinefs to alienate the people’s 
hearts trom the love and fervice of God, by 
the repeated practices of daily wickednefs; 
wheretore God in his wrath made ufe of them 
fucceihively for the dettraction of one another, 
till, in the end, the whole race was extinét. 
Omri died This prince died at Samaria, and Ahab his fon 
os reigned in his ftcad. In the courfe of this re~ 
Iheceedaa  folation we are given to underftand how the 
hirs, Ver. 28. Wifdom and providence of God interpofes in 
human affairs, in fhowcring down bleffings up- 
on the righteous, and in the utter extirpation 
ot the wicked; itor the kings of the Ifraclitcs 
were in a fhort time cut off, with thcir whole 
families, by the hands of one another; only 
Afa the king of Jerufalem, and of the two 
tribes, liv’d happily, and in the favour of God, 
to a great age, in contidcration of his picty 
. and juttice; and after a reign of one and for- 
ty years, departed this life with comfort. His 
‘. fon Jchofhaphat, that he had by Abida, fuc- 
ceeding him, and no lefs a fucceffor to his fa- 
ther’s virtues, than to his government, pro- 
pofing to himtelf the holinefs and the bravery 
ot David for his example; as fhall be fhewn 
afterwards in its proper place. 












Alizb ruled Auas, the king of the Ifraclites, fix’d his 
twersy two refidence at Samaria, where he ruled two and 
year His cwenty years without any innovation in the 


abodes at Sas 


imiris, 1Kines Zovernment, faving only where he made things 
nuriaiKings 2 } 


worfe than he found them. He was a faithful 
imitator of the worft of his predeccflors in the 
worft of things, and moft particularly of Je- 
Vicsence roboam ; not only in the worfhipping of his 
Ahabiikesto golden calves, but in the multiplying and fu- 
' peradding of other heinous offences. He took 
Tor daughter to wife * Jezabel, the daughter of $ Ithobal, 
(teh then king “of T 1 Sid ho drew hi 
vee g of Tyre and Sidon, who drew him 
A woman of OVer to the idolatry of worfhipping her coun- 
wuimpes cous, try gods. She was a woman of a rath enter- 
cutlery ras priging temper; and of fo impctuous and un- 
pete govcrnable a fpirit, that fhe had the confidence 
to creck a ¢ cemple to Bel, the God of the Ty- 
rians ; to plant groves for fuperftition, of all 
forts of trees, and to appoint her pricfts and 
Terthel has tidlfe prophets exprefly for that idolacious {er~ 
mice sas it vice, Now thefe were a fort of people that 
‘the king was well cnough pleas’d to have 
about him, being a man violently bent upon 
any daring or malicious wickednefs, beyond 
all the kings his predeceffors, ‘There came to 
Ahab, about that time, a certain prophet, who 
was a Tifhbite, and born in the city of Gilead. 











* Scrip. Jezebel, } Scrip, Eethbaal, 4 Scrip. Baal, || Scrip. Zarephath, 


the time of his going away, there fhould not fae & mel. 
be one drop of rain, or fo much as the leaft te ip Abab, 
fign of a dew in that province, till he came thould hayg 
back again; confirming his prediction with a rain till he 
ftrong afleveration that it fhould be fo. So Sine back, 
foon as he had deliver’d his errand, he went , 7178S ¥ii 
away to the fouthward, till hc came to a tor 
rent, where he might fupply himfelf with wa- 
ter, and there he ftopp’d for the prefent, the 
ravens, time after time, bringing him a fupply py;,,, 2.4 5 
of meat, The drought continuing and en- ravens, Ver, ¢ 
crealing, the channel was dried up; whereup- 
on God warned the prophet to remove to || Sa- 
reptha, which is atown betwixt Tyre and Si-~ 
don; a voice from Heaven foretclling him, 
that he fhould find a widow woman there that The widoy 
would feed and provide for him. He follow’d of Sareptha, 
his order, and being come almoft to the end Ver. 10, 
of his journey, he cfpicd a poor woman ga- 
thering of fticks, not far from the port, which 
woman he underftood by a divine impulfe, 
was to be his nurfe; fo he called to her to 
give him a little water to drink; and as fhe 
was going to fetch it, he fpoke to her again 
to bring him a little bread too. The woman 
folemnly protefted to him, that fhe had no- 
thing in the houfc, but one handful of meal, 
and a little oil, and that fhe was now ectting 
a few fticks for a fire to bake a cake of it for 
herfelf and her fon; and when that was eaten, 
they muft even ftarve ; for fhe had not one bit 
more in the world. ‘¢ Well, fays the prophet, 
** good woman, go thy ways with a good 
‘* heart, and hope for better things, and bring 
‘me a picce of it when it is ready; for I do 
‘* aflure thee, that when we have all eaten 
our fill, thy barrel fhall never be without 
“¢ meal, nor thy cruife without oil, till God 
‘¢ fhall fend rain upon the earth.” The wo~ 
man did as the prophet bad her, and found she relieves 
his words to be truce; for they had all three the prophe, 
fuftinence fufficient, and the provifion was ftil] without wat- 
recruited again as it waftcd, till this miferable eon aks 
drought was over. Menandcr {peaks of it in frais 
the hiftory of Ithobal, a king of the Tyrians. mentions this 
‘© In his time, fays he, there was an extreme drought. 
“¢ drought for want of rain, that lafted from 
*¢ the month of Hyperbercteus, till the fame 
‘*¢ month again next year. "There were praycrs 
‘¢ indeed put up for the averting of the judg 
“ment, which were follow’d with mighty 
“¢ claps of thunder. This prince built Bo- 
“* trys in Phoenicia, and Auzates in Africa.” 
This was undoubtedly the drought under 
Ahab; for it was in his reign that Ithobal was 
king of Tyre, as Menander has it ir his 
commentaries. 

At, or about this time, the woman’s fon of 
the houfe fell defperately fick; and the mo- 
ther, in a paffionate cxtravagance of raging 
and exclaiming for the lofs of her boy, laid 
the blame upon the prophet. ‘ This man, 
“ fays fhe, that I have cntertain’d, hath dif~ 
“€ cover’d my fins, and now brought this 
‘¢ judgment upon me.” The child being ab- 
folutely given over for dead, the prophet bad 
the woman comfort herfelf, and deliver up 
her fon into his arms, with an aflurance that 
he would fuddenly reftore him to her alive 
again, Hc took him up, and carried him in- 
to his chamber, laid him upon his bed, and 


offer’ 
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offer’d up a prayer to God for him. ‘‘ Lord, 
“ fays he, this will look like an ill requital to 
«© my preferver, to have her fon taken from 
© her while I am in the family. Be pleafed 
“© in thy infinite goodnefs to reitore this inno- 
“cent creature to life again.” God was 
; opher Pleafed upon the prophet’s fupplication, be- 
: Thee dend yond all thoughts or expectation, to reftorc 
tia, Kings the child to life again, that the poor woman 
R yvit. 22. might not have any misfortune to complain of 
while the prophet was in the family. ‘The 
child, upon this prayer, was reviv’d, and the 
woman With great thankfulnefs to the prophet, 
found herfelf now fully convine’d, the faid, 
that he was authoriz’d and directed by the fpi- 
rit of God. ‘ 
B rye prophet. ‘Tue prophet, a while after this, by the 
gurto tell commandment of God, was fent to Ahab, to 
B ahab there tell him that there fhould fuddenly be rain. 
A full be ral ‘the famine was now fo pinching all over the 
fing vil country, and fo general’ f{earcity-of all ne- 
a. ceflaries for life, that not only the people were 
ready to ftarve for want of bread, but the very 
cattle alfo, and other animals upon the point 
of perifhing, for want of food and forage; fo 
parching was the drought every where. In 
BM atab fends this diftrefs the king fent for Obadiah, the: 
B (Qbatiah to ~overfeer of his ftables and grounds, to come 
f fndout gs tg him, and to fearch every where about the 
me YS: brooks and rivers for grafs for his horfés and 
t * Scrip. Eli- herds; charging him by all means to get * Elias 
the prophet to him, whom they had been look- 
ing up and down for, but could not find him; 
fo the king walk’d on, and bad his overfeer to 
follow him; and when they had gone a while 
together, the king ftruck off into one way, and 
Obadiah into another. ‘This Obadiah was a 
very good and holy man; and at the time 
when queen Jezabel was in the heat of her 
bloody perfecution againft the prophet, he 
concealed and protected a hundred of them in 
caves, and fed them with bread and water. 
‘The king and Obadiah were no fooner parted, 
Oidih but the Jatter met Elias upon the way; and 
nets Elias, finding who he was, by his anfwer to the quef=. 
a fe tion, he did him teverence. The prophet, af- 
dhias bids : > . . 
I Gbatiah ett tCL.a While, defired Obadiah to go to the king, 
the king that 2nd tell him that he was-coming: ‘* Why 
he is coming, “© what have I done, fays Obadiah, to be fent 
Vee “ of fuch an errand, toa perfon that is at this 
time looking aftcr you to put you to death? 
And there is no torment you are not to ex~ 
peét whenever he catches you. — But what 
now, when I go to the king, if the fpirit 
that governs you as it pleafcs, fhould carry 
you another way, and when you are not to 
be found, my head ‘ics at ftake to anfwer 
for you? Pray be not fo indifferent in a cafe 
where my life is in fo much danger. You 
may aflure yourfelf, Ido not want affcétion 
for your party, that ran the rifque of pre- 
ferving a hundred of your prophets from the 
rage of Jezabel, and to this day maintain 
“them in caves upon my own account.” 
Well, fays the prophet, tear nothing 5 but. 
go to the king, upon my folemn oath, and 
promife chat F will come to him.” So foon 
as Ahab underftood thar Elias was there, he 
mended his pace, and in hafte and indignation, 
advancing roward him, call’d out; ‘Arc you, 
“ days he, at this day the croubler of Hrael? 
“Are you the occalion of this drought and 
** famine?” Elias told him, with liberty and 
wlurance, that it was Altab himfelf, and his 





a 


a 


ph 


“ce 
“e 
«ce 
ee 
“e 
49 
«ae 
ac 


ee 


Ahab te. 
sraches 
‘lias, as the 

fata of 

thts Finine, 
are § ae 





the Antiquities of the JEWs. 








eae ae 


Elias charges 


family, atid their bringing ‘in of forcign and} char; 
itupon Ahab 


ligicsy thac was the erate of all cere miley. ee 
ce > c I of aii their mt Crys his family, 
Pray, fays the prophet, will you give order Ver. 18. 
for all the people to meet in a congregation 

upon Mount Carmel, and let your own and 

your wife’s prophets be there alfo, (expre{- 

fing the very number of them.) Summon 

likewife the prophets of your groves, who Elias direés 
are about four hundred, more or Iefs.’? a meeting up- 
The king fummoned them, and they met ac- Ce oe a 
cordingly; Elias ftanding in the middle of the gi'Ahab's 


ec 


3 2 ~ all Ahab’s 
throng, and calling out to them after this prophets to 


manner: “ How long, fays he, will you ftand be there pre- 

ec st Be OO sie aa Tt ae fent,Ver. 19. 
wavering betwixt two opinions. If you be= (Ai TEN 19. | 

lieve ours to be the true and the only God, aa nee 

obey him, and keep his commandments; or ingly, to the 

if you are rather of opinion for the worthip- number of 

“' ping of ftrange ‘gods, adhere to them only.” #bout four 

The people making no anfwer to what he faid, 37°" 
. 20. 

Elias went on, and proceeded to this challenge. 

e If, fays he, you have a mind to be certainly pias puts the 
aflured which worfhip is the right, here do caufé to an 

I ftand, a fingle prophet on the one fide, to iflue, Ver. 216 

defend the caufe againft the four hundred on 

the other. I will take an ox and lay it up- 

on a pile of wood, without putting any fire 

to it; let them do the fame thing, and call 

upon their gods to fet their pile in a flame. 

By this means you will be able to diftinguifh 

the truc from the falfe.” ‘The people were 

well enough pleafed with the experiment pro- 

pofed, and Elias bad Ahab’s proplicts take an 

ox, asis faid before, and call upon their gods 

by their names, giving them the precedency 

of being the firft to offer up the facrifice. 

When they had prayed, and call’d a good 

while, and without any effcét, Elias curn’d 

their fuperftition to ridicule, and bad them cry 

out louder; for their gods might poffibly be 

upon a journcy, or aflcep, perhaps. At this 

rate they went on, with outcrics and exclama- 

tions, from morning till noon, cutting and lan- 

cing their bodies, after the cuftom of thcir 

way of worfhipping, and all to no manner of 

purpofe. Now when it came to the othcr’s 

turn to facrifice, and thefe phanatical pricits 

were ordered to retirc, Elias fpoke to the 

multitude to draw nearer, and to view cvery 

where if they could find any fire that was fc~ 

cretly convey’d there. Upon their coming up, 

Elias took twelve ftones to anfwer the number 

of the twelve tribes of Ifracl, and erected an 

altar out of them, cutting a deep ditch about 

it. The wood was fitted, and laid upon the 

altar; the facrifice upon the pile, and four 

veffels of fpring-watcr caft upon the altar; 

fo chat it ran off, and fill’d the erenches, 

When every thing was ready, Elias call’d up- 

on God, and befought him to fhew his power 

now for the conviction of a miftaken and un 

believing people. While the words were yct 

between his lips, there fell a fire, as from 

Heaven, down upon the altar, that jn the 

fight of the people confum’d the facrifice, and 

dried up all the water about the altar, and in 

the ditch. ‘The Ifraclires, upon this prodigy, 

fell proftrate upon the ground, and agrecd in The whole 

the adoration of one deity; confefling him to le 

be the great and only truce God; and for teins Ver.39- 

the reft, they Jook’d upon them to be only the : 

vain imaginations of weak men. The four Elias orders 

hundred prophets were taken, and put to death hed ae uu 

by the command of Elias, who: then bad the tohe put to 


‘ PHS tobe put to 
Nona king death, Ver. 4a. 
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king to goto dinner, without troubling him- 
felt any farther. 

Wuen the king was gone, Elias went up 
to the top of Carmel, where he fac down up- 
on the-ground, and laying his head upon his 
knees, order’d his fervant to get up te a rock 
toward the fea, and look about him, if he 
could fee ever a cloud. He went up again 
and again, but ftill faw nothing; at laft, af- 
ter the feventh time, looking about him, he 
faid he faw fomething blackifh in the air, 
about the bignefs of a man’s foot. So foon 
as Elias heard that, he fent away immediately 
to Ahab, to make hafte to the city; tor he 
would be taken ina very great fhower elfe; 


and by the time he was come to the city of 


Jezreel, the whole air was dark and overcaft, 
and there tell immediately a very heavy rain. 
‘The prophet, in the mean time, by the fpecial 
aflittance of God, ran before Ahab’s charior, 
till he came to Jezrecl. 3 
Wrew it came to the ear of Jezabel, the 
Wiic of Ahab, what wonders Elias had done, 
and how he had kill’d all her prophets, fhe 
' fent him threatening meflages, that his lite 
fhould an{wer for theirs. Elias, upon thete 
menaces, fled to Beerfheba, which is in the 
farcheit part of Judea, and bordcring upon 
Tdumea; in which place he left his fervant, and 
fo went away into the wildernefs, where he 





laid himfelf down, as a man weary of life, 


and calling for death. “ Lord, fays he, 1 
“© am not better than thofe that are gone before 
“me; and I find no temptations left me to 
“* the defire of longer life.” So he laid him- 
felf down under a tree, and there fell aflcep, 
till fome body waken’d him, he knew not 
how, nor for what; and upon railing himfelf, 
he found meat and drink fer before him,which 
he fed heartily upon, and in the ftrength of 
that refrefhment he went forward to Mount 
Sinui, the place where, according to our tra- 
dition, God deliver’d the law to Mofes, There 
was a large convenient cave there, which he 
enter’d into, with fome thought of taking ir 
up for his habitation. While he was therc, 
the qucition was put to him, how he came to 
leave the city, and wander thus in the defart. 
He heard the voice dittinétly, but whence it 
came he knew not. His antwer was, that up- 
on the killing of the falfe prophets, and preach- 
ing the doétrine to the people of only one God, 
and that God only to be worfhipped, the queen 
for this crime threatcn’d to have him put to 
-, death. He was commanded after this, by the 
fume voice, to quit the cavern the next day, 
and reccive his inftructions how to govern him- 
feIf for the future. The day following, he 
came out from his retreat; and immediately 
upon it, there was a great carthquakc, and al- 
ter the earthquake, the appearance in the air 
wt a blazing fire, which fire was follow’d with 
i little paufe of filence, and after that a ftill 
\wice, bidding him fear nothing, for his enc- 
mics fhould not prevail againit him ; and fo 
Ilias come S@MManded him back again, By the way of 
marietta  Damateus, and there to anoint Hazacl king of 
anoint Hazel * Aram 3 and Jehu the fon of Nimbhi ing 
king of Aram, over [rac]; and to anoint Elitha alfo, of Abel, 
ee ne oe prophct in his room ; for that God was refolved 
i:,osnroom © Foot out all the wicked from the Jand, by 
tounednet the 
poapher dhe 
thay Wer 16. 


ing Geétrine 


¢ God 











* 1 Kings xix. 1g. 
ft Serip. Jezreel. 




















to the cxpente of paying for ir. 
‘tis, anoint Mazacl to be king over Syria. 


4 Tn a Kangs xxi. 20. there iy mention made of no more than two witnefles, 
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the ttroke of divine juftice; and thofe thar 

cicaped the fword of Jchu, to fall by that of 

Hazacl. Upon thefe’ words Elias prefently 4);,, ee 
returned according to his order, and found and finds ja 
Elitha the fon of Shaphat plowing, in*compa~ fia st ploy, 
ny of others, with twelve yoke of oxen. He Vt. 
went to him, and cafting his cloak over him, _ 
Elitha immediately began to prophefy, quitted Elita beging 














his.oxen, and prefented himfelf to follow him; feat Phe; 
only defiring to take leave of his father and oxen, ant be 


mothcr before he departed for good and all. comes a dit 
This was granted him, and upon his rcturn Ciple of Ris, 
from his parents, he became thencclorward a ‘2. 
difciple and companion to Elias; which thall 
fuffice at prefent tor the ftate of his affairs. 
Ir happen’d that one Naboth of + Azar had The ftory ¢ 
a vineyard near the palace of Ahab, the king Naboti' 
of Samaria, which lay contiguous to the king’s | Ki 
. ° SS Xx} 
grounds. Ahab had a mighty mind to take Aha} hath as 
this parcel of land into his own gardens, and mind to jr, 
fo was often foliciting Naboth to let him have 294 Naboth 
it, either in exchange for fome equivalent in with ae 
. 7 7 er. 
another place, or otherwife for a ium of mo-3, 007)" 
ney. Naboth excufed himfelf, that it being 
his inheritance, and in fo particular a manner 
the gift of providence, he prefer’d it to any 
other the king could beftow upon him, and 
that he did not care to part with it, either for 
moncy or otherwife. ‘This difappointment up- 
on another man’s eftatc, was as grievous to 
Ahab, as if he had loft his own; infomuch, 
that he fell fad and fick upon it; refufing to 
bathe as he was accuftom’d to do, and forfa- 
king his meat. Jezabel, upon this change, 
became very folicitous and inquifitive to know 
the true reafon of fo wondertul an alteration, 
that her husband fhould all on a fudden leave 
off bathing as he uied to do, and forfake his 
meat; fo that upon her importunity, he told 
her the ftory of Naboth, and how brutifhly 
and faucily he had behav’d himfelfi “I gave Ahab tells 
“him, fays Ahab, the moft courteous words his wife the 
** in the world, and in truth treated him, even eae 
“ below the majefty of a king ; for which ci- "o "%“ 
** vility, in fine, all I got was, to be put off at 
“ Jaft with a flat denial.” The queen, on the 
other fide, bad him be of gocd cheer, and 
give himfclf no farther uncafinefs upon that 
account; for fhe would undertake to effeét the Jezabel un- 
matter herfelf, and make Naboth feverely fut- eo 
fcr for the affront he was guilty of. Hercupon **"" 
fhe wrote letters in Ahab’s name to the elders 
and chief men of Jezrecl, to this purpofe : 
** That they fhould proclaim a faft, call an An aflembly 
“* aflembly, and affign Naboth, upon account called, Ver. 
** of his extraction, a place there among the °~** 
“principal men of the people; that they -phree wit 
“ dhould have three + witneiles ready, who nediesfveu 
** would fwear any thing, to give evidence blafpheny 
‘© againft him, for fpcaking blafphemy againtt apa Hs 
“CG : , ‘ aboth con 
God and the king; upon which teftimony via. fen- 
* he fhould ftand conviét, and receive fentence tencd, sd 
** to be fton’d to death by the people.”? Every flon'd, ¥ 13 
thing was donc according to the queen's di- 
rection, and Naboth convié, fentene’d, and 
{ton’d to death. Jezabel inftantly upon the 
news of this fucccfs, went to the king, and 
told him, that Naboth’s work was now done, 
and that he might take pofleffion of the vine- 
yard when he pleafed, without putting himfelf” 
Ahab was fo 


overjoy’d 





| Chap. VEL. 
overjoy’d at what Jezabel told him, that the 
firft thing he did was to take a journey to his 
new purchafe: but God fent Elias to him in 
his wrath, to charge him with the murder of 
the true owner of that vineyard, and the ini- 

uity of- his ufarping upon the pofieffion. 
When Ahab faw the prophet coming toward 
him, he went to him with a voluntary con- 
feflion in his mouth, and a tender of any fa- 
tistaction the prophet fhould require. ‘This he 
did to prevent the other’s taxing him with the 
fact. Elias told him, by the direction, and 
in the-name of God, ‘“ That where the dogs 


ree ay ** licked the blood of Naboth, they fhould 
Me. jiction of ~~ ‘* alfo lick the blood of Ahab and Jezabel; 


wit fae “and that his whole race fhould be rooted 
bet ANE ee 


Bond his fami- | OU for this flagitions cruelty, in taking away 
By, Ve 172 “ the life of an innocent man by calumny and 
' © fubornation.” ‘Thefe words of the prophet 
brought Ahab to the fenfe of a true and fincere 

Aimb’strue repentance. He mortified himfelf in fackcloth 
repentance and fafting, going bare-foot, and giving all 
refpites the. manifeftation of a hearty forrow for his fins; 
Bot £0 that God {ent the prophet once again to 
i oe Ver. him with another mefiage, and to ler him 
B 27,Kc. know, that in regard of his penitence and hu- 
| miliation, the judgment denounced should not 
be executed in his days, but in the days of 
his fonit fhould all come to pafs. Upon thefe 
words the prophet went his way. : 








CHAP. VIII. 


Adad befieges Abab in Samaria, and is beaten off: 
He is worfled again the next year, and flies to 
Abab for mercy; who treats him kindly, and 
a mifjes him, which the prophet reproves him 

or. 


HILE matters went thus with Ahab, 


Adad, with ; t 
Adad the king of Syria and Damafcus 


thirty two 

as levied a powerful army out of his whole king- 
Kings ™8KS om ; and being joined by two and thirty con- 
war upon “ he 


AhabiKings federate kings beyond the Euphrates, 
marched with this mighty force againft Ahab, 
who did not think it reafonable, upon fo vaft an 
odds of number, to venture a battle in the plain 
field; but chofe rather to draw his military 
Ahab keeps men out of the open country into ftrong holds, 
this ftrong and fortified towns, and to keep themfelves 
lolds and S- ypon the defenfive. He himfelf made choice 
mri the of Samaria for his capital, which he refolved 


Yes 


Hi Tole to make good. ‘The place was ftrong by fi- 
tuation, good walls, and good works about it, 
and a good garrifon to detend it, The Syrian 

Adad fits brought his army before it, and began in form 


I down hefore to make his attacks, fending a herald to Ahab 
Sumaria, ibid. ac the fame time, for licence to. difpatch am- 
‘ fends bafladors to him, with inftruétions to propofe 
Ago a Cum ’ 
ttunsy V, 2, 3, What he fhould demand, ‘This was granted, 
’?"and the ambafladors fent, and received; ha- 
ving a commiflion, as they faid, to tcll him, 
that his treafurc, his wives, and his children, 
were all at Adad’s mercy; and that’ if he 
would acknowledge as much, and permit the 
other to take what he thought fit out of them, 
he would inftantly quit the fiege, and with- 
draw his army. Ahab fent the ambaflidors 
back with this anfwer; that he himfelf, and 
all he had was at their mafter’s fervice. The 
Syrian, alter this demand and return, fent yet 
another embally, which was, that upon fend- 
‘ing his officers and fervants to him next morn- 


Ahab's an= 
heeryVer, 4. 
Adu fends a 
fevond ery. 


bally, Vor, 5,6 
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ing, they thould have free liberty to fearch all 
his own lodgings, with the houfes and apart- 
ments of all his relations and domefticks, and 
to take away with them whatever they fhould 
think worth the while; and for the remainder, 
Ahab might keep it to himfelfi 

Tuis meflage was the lefs rroublefome to a hab calls a 
Ahab, becaufe it gave him a fair occafion of council upoa 
calling a council, and furnifh’d him with mate it, Ver. 7. 
ter fora very planfible and feafonable debate. . 
“ Look you friends, fays he, I have had two 
“* propofals fent me from Adad; the former 
“tor an acknowledgment that myfelf, my 
wives, and children, are all at his mercy; 
** and upon the terms of fuch a confeffion, he 
“* was to raife the fiege. Now all this I yicld- 
ed ta, as I would part with any thing of my 
* own intereft for the fake of the publick 
“ peace, and the common good of my people ; 
“© but they are now come up to infift upon a 
“© general fearch and rifle, out of a mere cap- 
** tious humour to pick a quarrel with us; 
“ and nothing lefs, they fay, will do. They 
“ began at firit with my own particular con 
“* cems, out of an opinion I would have ftuck 
‘¢ there: but I am now to deliver up my 
“¢. country ‘and my people alfo, which they 
“ know I will never do; and fo that muft be 
“ the quarrel of a war. But I am ready and 
“ refolv’d at laft to do only what you fhall 
“ advife me to.’ The council cried out upon 
the infolency of this Barbarian, with all the 
contempt imaginable, and gave their voices 
unanimoufly for a downright war; fo the am~ 
baffadors were fent ‘away with this anfwer 5 
«© That'the king would yet agree to their firft dad's pro 
“ demands; but that for the fecurity and ho- pofitions re- 
“ nour of the citizens, he would never con- jetted,Ver. 9. 
“€ fent to the latter.”? Adad was fo'inraged Adad fends a 
at this anfwer, that he fent a third embafly, third fum- 
whith was much more peremptory and mena- ™0M%Ver- 10. 
cing than the former. ‘ Tell their king, 
“ fays Adad, that he values himfelf upon the 
“¢ ftrength and fecurity of his walls; but chat 
*¢ I will, before he is aware, caft up works 
‘¢ that fhall over-top them; and that it will 
“ be bur every foldicr a handful of earth to 
“ do his _bufinefs; ” giving to underftand 
the incredible number of his people. To 
which Ahab replied, “ That men of honour Ahab returns 
*¢ were to difpute with their fwords, not with him a more 
“ their tongues,’ Adad happen’d to be at contemp- 
fupper with his two and thirty confederate 
kings, upon the ambaflador’s arrival with this 
anfwer ; and he gave orders in the fame mo- a aad gives 
ment for the fiege and the works; and for the orders for 
doing of every thing, in fine, that might con- prefling the 
duce to the taking of the town, Ahab, in town, Ver. 1a, 
the mean while, and his party, were as much 
difpirited and hopelefs as men could well be, 
till a certain prophet came to him, and dif- Anab afured 
perfed his tears with an aflurance from God, by a prope 
that he fhould prevail againft that prodigious from God of 
army. Ahab was now defirous to know by eG 
what hands this viétory fhould be obtain’d. a 
« By the fons, fays he, of the nobility, and 
« you yourfelf at the head of them, to con- 
& duét them, and give your orders.” So the 
king call’d them together to the number of 
two hundred and thirty two; and Ahab ha- 
ving information that the Syrian was in the 
height of his cups and luxury, the gates were 
thrown open of a fudden, and thefe young 
heroes made a fally. The information of this 

Wis 


ce 


ce 


Ver. 1 


tuous anfwer, - 








234 FLAVIUS JOSEPHUS of Book Vitt 


twenty thoufand were buried under the ruins Seven and 
of the walls, befides a matter of a hundred ISCOrY thoy. 
ere ce 3 : and burt. 
thoufand that were flain in the battle. dese 
. : : s Ie 
Apbap, with fome of his truitieft officers and ruins of 
fervants, got into a cave, and hid himfeli, Apheca, ang 
where fome of thofe about him extolling the about 48 hun. 
natural humanity and good nature of the He- 45 fans 
brews, upon the iffue, advited their matter to the battle, : 
caft himfelf at Ahab’s fect for mercy, in con= Ver. 30, 
fidence that upon fuch an application and fub- ao with 
miffion, it would not be refufed him. ‘The lie hid eel? 
king agrced to try the experiment, and there= cellar, ihid, 
upon a certain number of his train were im~ Commiffion. 
mediatcly drefs’d up in the habic of fuppli~ a to 
cants and captives, cloathed in fackcloth, with Fickle, a 
halters about their necks, according to the halters,V, 31 
cuftom of the country in juch cafes, and fent 
to Ahab with a commiffion to tell him, thac 
Adad was his prifoner, and would cver own 
himfelf fo to be; and that they came in his 
name only to implore his grace toward him for adaa begs 
the faving of his lite. “ Well, fays Ahab, I his life, ad 
“am glad he is fafe; and you may aflure him, ae erate 
that he fhall be as welcome to me, as if he‘ ¥* 33. 
were my own brother.” 
Tue meflengers, upon the folemnity of a 
facred oath that no violence fhould be ‘ofler’d 
to his perfon, went away prefently to their 
mafter in the cellar, and brought him out to 
the king of Ifrae], who was at that time in his 
chariot. So foon as the prifoner had made Ahab takes 
his obcifance, Ahab bow’d himfelf to reccive aunt a 
him, taking him up to him with his right hand, iq. hie th 
and kiffing him, giving him his faith and ho- 
nour alfo tor his abfolure fecurity and freedom. 
Adad, on the other fide, returning as large ac~ Adad’s ace 
knowledgments, with repeated proteftations, knowledg- ; 
that this generofity and goodnefs fhould never ™s,Ver3f 
be forgotten; and in the mean time, he faid, 
he would reftore again to the Hebrews all the 
citics and lands that had been taken from them, 
and that Ahab fhould be as free at Damafcus, 
as cver the other’s father had been at Samaria. 
Upon this they procceded to the figning and A league 
fealing of a league, and the reciprocal inter- fign’dand 
change of oaths for the performance of cove- es ae 
nants; and fo Adad was difmifs’d, not with- ‘nant difnit 
out magnificent prefents. fed with mag- 
Arter this blow given to the Syrians, a nificent pre- 
certain prophet, whofe name was Micaiah, ">: 
came to an [fraclite, and bad him ftrike him 
over the head; telling him withal, that it was 
God’s will to have it fo ; but the man refuting; 
to do it, the prophet told him, he fhould pay 
dear for his difobedience 5 for he would come 
to be devour’d by a lion. This fell out ac- 
cordingly; and the prophet, with the fame 
words in his mouth, went afterwards to an- 
other, who immediately gave him a blow on 
the top of his head, that drew blood of him. 
Upon this he bound up his head, and went to 
the king with this ftory, that he was a foldicr, 
and a certain officer had deliver’d hima prifo~ 
ner to keep, who had made his efcape, and he 
himiclf was now fore'd to fly for ir, for fear 
the officer that commiteed him to his cuftody, 
fhould put him to extremities now for letting, 
him go. Well, fays Ahab, and he woul 
ferve you but right ncither. Upon which 
words the prophet unbound his head, to give 
Ahab to underttand that he that told him this 
ftory was Micaiah. He made ufe of this arte 
ful circumlocution to laften the deeper imprel= 
fion upon him 5 telling him in the end, io 
Gore 


Was no ftooner brought to Adad, but he forth- 

With fene out a party toward them with or- 

ders, thar whether they came to fight or to 

treat, they jhould bring them bound to him. 

Ahab in the mean time had the reft of his ar- 

my in readincis within the walls, to iffue out 

upon oceafion. ‘Thefe great officers fons firit 

engag’d with the guards, kill’d a great many 

of them, and purfucd the reft up to their rents. 

Ahd gies When the king of Ifracl found that they fuc- 
the “yTlms 2 ceeded thus tar fo well, he iffued out with the 
Voce? remainder ot the army, and made a furious 
charge upon the Syrians; took them at un- 

awares, and routed them without any diffi- 
culty, having only men in drink, and without 
arms, to deal withal ; fo that they were forced 
to run for their lives, Adad himfelf efcaping 
with difficulty, by the fwiftnefs of his horfe. 
They had, in thort, the chace of them a great 
cry,and way, Killing thofe they overtook; and fo 
vmighty with a mighty rich booty of gold, filver, and 
rows WX" rich equipages that they took in the tents, 
and the very chariots and horfesof Adad, they 

march’d back again tothe city. ‘The propher 

ne prophet however advifed the king after all this, to 
vy to pro. BaVE an army in readinefs to take the field 
: E. next {pring ; “for Adad would give him occa- 
coun- lion for it; fo Ahab prepares vigoroufly for it 
7. on the one hand, and Adad calls his friends 
'» 22: together on the other, with the remains of his 
vec. broken army, to advife how to_manage it, 
ccruimgly,  Adad’s friends were againit his fighting any 
Ver. 23“23. more in the mountains 5 for the Ifraeclites Ged, 
they faid, was the God of the mountains; but 

it they had fought upon the plains, the If 

raclites would have becn worfted, They gave 

counfel alfo for the difcharging of the confe- 

derate princes from any further perfonal fer- 

vice and attendance; only their troops to ftay, 

and be fupplied with good officers at the head 

of them; and in the mean time, ‘their com- 

inandcrs might be levying recruits of horfe and 

foot to fill up their broken companics. The 

King was well cnough pleafed with this advice, 

und fo applied himfclf to his preparations. In 

Ala the beginning of the {pring he march’d his 
ou sarmy againft the Hebrews, and pitch’d his 
Neca, 2p in a large plain, not far from the city of 
»  Apheca. Ahab in the mean time, with his 
t troops, advanced and drew up juft over-againtt 
2¢. him, though by many thoufands inferior to 
the number of the Syrians. While they were 
facing one another, the prophet came to the 
Hebrews, with an aflurance from God, that 
they fhould be viétorious, and that the enemies 
thould find the God of the mountains to be 
the God of the vallics alfo. ‘The armies con- 
tinucd for fix days in the fame ftation without 
inoving ; and upon the feventh they advanc’d 
on both fides in a linc, and join’d battle. Ir 
“Yar ay. Wits hard foughe at firft; but when the Syrians 
' found that they were not able to ftand the 
‘thy Syriau, thock any longer, they curn’d their backs im- 
viterdy rout iInediatcly, an every man thifted for himfels, 
eatin le ina dircet rout, with the Hebrews clofe at 
aes their heels, Betwixe thofe, in fine, that were 
{iin upon the purfuir, and thofe that perifh’d 

by mifadventure in the confution of their flight, 

by their own chariots and mcn, fome torn to 

picecs, others trampled upon, and trod to 

death, the overthrow was very great. Thole 

that got into Aphcca, the only place they had 

tu Hy to, were not many, conlidcring fo mighty 

+ body of men; and of them about feven and 
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4 Chap. ix. 


Michaiah re~ God would call him to a fevere account, for 
& Voves AbaD Jetting go fo impious and blafphemous a wretch 
Be frleting | as Adad, when he had him in his power; for 
e Al se the time will come, fays the prophet, when 
Bi nethe this very Adad that you have now fpar’d, thall 

B ieth of him- he che death of you yourfelf, and the deftruc- 
Be el 722° sion of your army. Ahab was highly exafpe- 
suid eines rated at this liberty of the prophet, and. or- 
ee der’d him to be imprifon’d ; but he went home 
BE Ahab orders however with a heavy ‘heart; for this difmal 


eS aichsia #9 prediction gave him no {mall uneafinefs, 
: be unpri- 








fe fon’ > ae 
a Chron.xVill. 


BE ss87° 





CHAP. IX, 


The piety, good fortune, and power of Fehofoa- 
Whee. Ths fon Yeboram marries the datghter of 
the king of Ufrael, and joins in a war with 
Abab againft Adad, ? 


{O return now from the ftory of Ahab, 
sand his affairs, to Jehofhaphat king of 
Jerufalem, 
his territory, and put _garrifons into all the ci- 
ties under his jurifdiétion, but he had put men 
and governors into ‘¢hofe alfo in the land of 
Ephraim, that his grandfather Abias had taken 
from Jeroboam, the king of the ‘ten tribes. 
This king never fail’d of God’s bleffing and 
protection. in any of his undertakings; for he 
hothaphat, Was a juft and pious man;:’and not a day paf- 
# i pious fed over his head, without doing fome good 
im pice, Vere thing or other that was acceptable to God. 
Bt This integrity of his life and manners gave 
him a very high reputation among all ‘the 
neighbouring kings, as appeared by the fre- 
quency and munificence of their prefents, which 
not a little contributed to the advancing even 
of his fortune, as well-as of his fame. « - - 

In the third year of his reign, he called 
together the elders and the pricfts that were 
under his jurifdiétion, and gave them orders to 
| Jhofhaphat have commiffioners fent from -town.to town, 
adders com- wherever he had todo, to:attend the care of 
a God’s worfhip, and to fee that Mofes’s‘laws 
rom town ¢o . ? ; age 
B toxin, ro take Might. be duly executed and obferved.: ‘This 
ate of God’s care Of his for the prefervation of their reli- 
worhip,Ver. gion, was fo great a fattsfaétion to all his fub- 
cs jects, that they were at ftrife among themfelves, 
who fhould be foremoft in the promoting of fo 
excellent a work. And the princes every where 
about him all this while, had fo great a reve- 
rence for him, that they liv’d in a fair under- 
ftanding one with another, and an_ inviolate 
peace. The Philiftincs paid thcir ordinary tri- 
buce with pundtual juftice ; and the Arabians 
their annuity of fix hundred and thirty lambs, 
and the. like number of kids. Jehofhaphat al- 
Jeotha- f@ fortified his great and {trong towns, and 
it amy, kept in conftant pay a well-difciplin’d army, 
tt iy &C. to be ever in readincfs upon occafion. Of the 
2 tribe of Judah there were three hundred thou- 
fand fhicld-bearers, under the command of 

Edra; two hundred thoufand under Johanan ; 

and of the tribe of Benjamin, two hundrec 
thoufand archers, under the fame officers. 

‘There wasanother captain alfo, by name Ocho- 

bat, that commanded a hundred and cighty 

Ietoram, the towfand men armed with bucklers ; befide the 
imof Joho. Joldicrs that were difperfed into towns and 
Muaphat mar garrifons. He married his fon Jehoram, in 
ie . fine, to Gotholia the daughter of Ahab, king 
|. 6 Of the ten tribes; ancl when he had an occafion 


wb ? ps 
: Chron, xxi, £0 go to Samaria, Le was moit magnificearly 


wm Chron.xvii. 


ea 
highly ef 
temed both 
athome and 
abroad, Ver. 
10, 11, 
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This prince had not only enlarged j. 


againft'Adad, and carry the city, which was 
the main point in queition.. The prophets were Ahab's pro- 
altogether for the war; forthe Syrian, they 
faid, fhould be overcome, and made a prifce 
ner, as before. 
to their words, but fufpeétcd them to be falfe prifoner, V. 6. 
‘prophets, asked Ahab what other. prophets 


| truth.of the matter, as he found it, without 


2 


received by Ahab; he, and all his military 
men about him, with corn, wince, fic, and 
other’ provifions ; and upon Ahab’s cntreaty, 


join’d with him in a war upon the king of Sy- Jchofhaphaa 


which Joins with 


ria for the recovery of Ramath-Gilead, Rah att 
Ahab agais 


had been taken, and was detained from him yo yin? of 
by that prince. Jehofhaphar having an army syria, ” 

of his own, nor inferior to thé others, pro- 2Chron.xwili, 
mis?’d him his affiftance, and fence for his troops 3- 


from Jerufalem to Samaria, where both the 


kings went. out of the town, and each of them 
fitting upon his throne apart, took a review 
of their forces, and paid the army. Jehofha- 
phat epee ‘this occafion, ‘was of opinion, if 
any of the'prophets were'to be got, to advife 


‘with them''in this expedition againft the Sy- 


rians, whether or. no it might be a warvat that 
time to be’ yndertaken;, tor there had been a 


‘three years peace now betwixt thofe two kings, - 


i 


fince:the Syrian was taken prifoner, and fet at 
liberty again. . a ss cs 








CHAP. X. 


The prophets confulted about the war with Adad. 
Zedekijah tells Abab that he feall be visorious. 
Michaiah the contrary. It comes to a battle, 
and Abab the only man that falls in it; aud 
Ahaziah his fon fucceeds him in the goveris= 

, went. 


J HAB call’d his prophets together about Ahabconfulrs 
A him, to the number of about ‘four hun- his prophets 
dred, and order’d them to enquire, whether bout the wat 


: : F : with Adad 
or no they fhould be victorious in this war Ver. 5. ee 


hets promife 
ae exons 
and Adad a 


Jechofhaphat gave no credence peond time a 


there. were, that he might have recourfe to, 
who made anfwer, that there was another in- 
deed, (one Michaiah, the fon of Imli,) but he 
hated the man; for he had propheficd ill fuce 
cefg to his affairs, and given oyt that he was 
to lofe his life in this action againft the king 
of Syria; fo that he had now put him in pri- 
fon for his pains. But Jchothaphat would Jehofhaphat 
needs have him fent for however 5 and an cu- iends for the 
nuch, one of the bed-chamber-waitcrs, was prophet Mi» 
difpatch’d prefently to fetch him. ‘This mcf- peas nae 
fenger was telling Michaiah, as they were up- 
on the way together, what the reft of the pro- 
phets faid, and how they wercall agreed upon 
it, that Ahab fhould be viétorloys.” “ Well, 
s ar the other, I muftnot prevaricate with him 
who made me; but by the grace of God, 
what meflage foever he fhall think fit ro put 
in my mouth, fhall be moft faithfully ree 
ported to the king.” Upon the prophet’s Upon Mi- 


‘ sos . chaiah’s arris 
arrival, Ahab adjur’d him to fpeak the very val, A bul acls 


we gene jures him to 
making it’.cither more or Icfs, ¢¢ Why then, fpeak the 
‘© fays Michaiah, I faw all Ifrael featter’d and tr ich, Ver. U5. 
“* flying, and the Syrians purfuing them, as sr Ne 
“© fheep that had no fhepherd; by which re- anuilution, 
“ prefentation God hath given ro underftand, Ver, 16. | 
“¢ that all the reft of the people fhall return 
fate, and Ahab only fallinthe battle.’ The 
king upon thefe words, turning to Jchofhaphat, 
“ Well, fays he, and do not you find ic to be 

Ove € trys 
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236 
“ truce now as L cold you, that this man is my 
enemy?” ‘* No, fays Michaiah, the words 
thae I deliver are according to the exprefs 
direétion and command of God; bur you 
fufter yourfelf to be flatter’d by your falfe 
prophets into 2 war, upon the hope of vic- 
tory, When you yourfelf are to fall in ic.” 
This firmnefs and refolution of the prophet 
made the king very uneafy. : 
7 edohiah a One of the falfe prophets, whofe name was 
fly prophet Zedekiah, ftcpt out upon this occation, and 
in contempt of Michaizh, advifed the king not 
to give any heed to what the prating fellow 
faid, for there was not one word of truth in 
it; and there needed fo other proof of his be- 
ing an impoftor, than the prediction of Elias, 
who undoubtedly faw turther into things to 
come than he did; for he had foretold, * That 


ec 
“ce 
«ce 
«ec 
oe 


«ce 





+ Mie 
ahoan ims 


“in the place where dogs licked the blood of 


“ Naboth, (who was fton’d to death by his 
“ procurement,) in the field of Naboth, dogs 
thould lick the king’s blocdalfo. Now this 
is 2 moft palpable talliry, in contradiction to 
the prediction of 2 prophet of much greater 
authority than himtelf; for he will have it, 
that within the compats of three days, the 
king is to fallin the battle ; but it fhall be 
quickly feen, fays the prophet, by what fpi- 
rit this man {peaks. I will now give hima 
* box on the ear, and let my hand wither up- 
on doing of it, as Jeroboam’s did upon litt- 
ing up his hand againit Jadon, when he would 





what he delivers to you be from Heaven. 


“© che ftory.”” Upon the uttering of thefe words 
he ftruck the prophet; and Ahab finding that 
no judgment or mifchicf follow’d upon it, 
was harden’d in his refolution upon this war, 
bv the ftrange force of a fatality, that made 
him give more credit to falfe prophets, than to 
true ones; and fo difpofed of caufes, that they 
night be tollowed with fuirable events. Ze- 
dekiah then made him horns of iron; and, 
vice fays he, under the figure of thefe horns, is fig- 
tv AES®, nied by Ged, the pufhing, and the breaking 
“of all Syria. Michaiah, on the other hand, 
telling the falfe prophet, that in a very_fhort 
».i te and time he fhould be call’d to an account for the 
Hes vanity and falficy of his pretenfions, and be 
driven from one hiding-place to another to 
fave himfelfi Ahab was fo exafperated at this 
:ip Amon. liberty, that he appointed * Achamon, the 
severnor of the city, to take him into ftrict 
cattody, and to fecd him with only bread and 

water, till he fhould return. 
licens. to Tue two kings, upon this, advanced with 
2 bunts, \er their troops toward Ramath, and the king of 
Syria hearing of it, went out to meet them. 
ir was agrced upon betwixt them, that Ahab 
thould put himiclf that day into the difguife 
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of a private Aabir, and the king of Jerufalem Ahab isaaige 
appear in his royal robes, the better to evade SU! thid, 
the dint of the prophct’s prcfage. 


















off, and left him. 
morning till night, the one flying, and the 
other purfuing, 

















have had the prophet taken into cuftody, if 


I take ic for granted that you have heard of 







Book VIII, 


h n But a pro- 
vidential fatalicy found out the king, though 

without any diftinguifhing marks about him of 

his regality ; for Adad gave a ftriét charge to 

his officers and commanders to fight, neither 

with fmall nor great, but with the king of 

Ifracl. The Syrians, upon the firft puth, tec- 

ing Jchofhaphat at the head of the army, im- 
mediately prefs upon him, taking him tor Ahab; Jehothaphae 
but when they found their error, they went Ra 
They kept the field from“ "7 ¥-3: 


; but not one drop ot blood {pile 

all this while; thcy only hunting after Ahab, 

and ftill not finding him. But, in the cnd, 

one of Adad’s domcfticks, Aman by name, Ahab re. 
drew an arrow at a venture, that ftruck the ccives his 
king through the joints of his armour into his ¢¢#th’s 
very lungs. Ahab was willing to keep ic pri- gone’ by 
vate, for fear of difcouraging his men; and fo Ver. 33. 
{poke to his charioteer to carry him a little 

out of the army, for he was mortally wound~ 

ed. He kept his chariot, however, till about 
fun-fetting, though in great pain and torment, 

and then betwixt agony and weaknefs with the 

lofs of blood, he expir’d; and the night com- 

ing on, the Syrians withdrew to their tents; 

and fo foon as ever they were advertifed by a Upon Ahal's 


herald of Ahab’s death, the camp broke up, death the 

and eve d d hi ; camp breaks 

n ry man departed to his own home. ae Kay 
2. 3 


Tue king’s body was carried to Samaria, xxii. 36, 
and there interr’d; and upon wafhing theblood 
off from the chariot in a fountain near hand, 
the prediction of Elias was verified; for the Elias’s pre- 
dogs licked up the blood, and the place was @iétion of the 
afterwards made ufe of for common women to (O83 ii" 
bathe in. He dicd at Ramath, according to flair, Ven 
the prophecy of Michaiah; fo that for the 38. > — 
greater honour and authority of the revelation 
the prefages of both the prophets were made 
oc to the etcrnal fhame and confufion of 
awning and time-ferving impoftors, that fquare 
all their judgments to their profit; and in- 
ftead of telling us from God what we are to 
believe and do, give us effeétually to under- 
ftand what we are not*to believe or do. Upon 
this occation I cannot but reflect upon the in~ 
fuperable neceffity of our fate, which is not in 
this world to be avoided, even though it 
fhould be forcknown. But we fuffer ourfelves 
to be egg’d on with vain and foolith hopes, till 
we arc hamper’d irrecoverably in the fare. 
This was the ruin of Ahab; he would not be- 
lieve thofe who told him the unpleafant truth hamour'dott 
of things, but loft his life by a tatal credulity of his life; 
toward thofe who betray’d and humour’d him, 224 Ahaziah 
This was his end, and Ahaziah his fon reigns "8 Cae 


Gane aed Sas 


Ahab was 
flatrer’d and 
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CHAP. IL. 
Febofcaphat gets a great vittory over the Moabites, Ammonites, and Avabians. The wickeduefs and 


death of Abaziah, as Elias had foretold it. 


B' Siftance of Febofoapkat, and the king of Idumea, overthrows the king of the Moabites. 


death of Febofoaphat. 





; ft ae 
B (chofhaphat 

i fiding PON Jehofhaphaz’s re- 
Brith Ahab, Z turn to Jerufalem, after 
p) Chto Ri es his joining with Ahab 
againft Adad,. the pro- 
A phet Jehu met him, and 
gave him a rebuke for 
efpoufing the quarrel of 
I tpon Teho- As fo impious and flagitious 
b hphat’s re- - awretch as Ahab He 


fetance told him how highly he had offended God in 
{vol pardons that alliance; but yct that he was gracioufly 
3 pleafed, for the good that was in him, to pafs 
over what he had done amifs, and to deliver 
him our of the hands of his enemies. Upon 
this admonition, the king reconcil’d himfelf 
to God by prayers and facrifices, appointed a 
ition, con. 2cheral vifitation through all his dominions, 
tures ma- With orders for inftruéting the people in the 
filtrates, Ver. laws of Mofes, and in the religion of their 
oe forefathers. He alfo appointed magiftrates in 
all their great towms and places, giving them 
charge to adminifter juftice to all men indiffe- 
rently, to the poor as well as to the rich, 
without any refpeét to profit, favour, or af- 
fection ; and, in finc, to difcharge their du- 
tics, as in the fight of an all-feeing God that 


He fettles re- 


Fehoram bis brother fucceeds hin, who with the af~ 


Lhe 


knew the very thoughts of their hearts. When 
he had taken care for the eftablifhment of good 
order and manners in the feveral cities of the 
two tribes, he return’d to Jerufalem, where 
he conftituted judges out of the moft contider- 
able of the pricfts and Levites, enjoining them, 
by the way of precaution, to do juftice impar- 
tially to all the people; or if there fhould 
arife any controverfics of more weight than 
ordinary in any of their neighbour-cities, that 
fhould be brought to them tor judgment, that 
they fhould not pafs fentence, without all pof- 
fible care and confideration ; for it would be 
a moft {candalous and difhonourable thing not 
to do punétua! and accurate juftice in a city 
where God had eftablifh’d his temple; and the 
king, his palace. He chofe the chief magif~ He appoints 
trates out of the number of his own friends; Amaziah for 
as Amariah the prieft, and * Zebediah, of the 
houfe of Judah. 

Ir was at this time, that the Moabites and 11. 
Ammonites made war upon Jehofhaphatr, af- The Moa- 
fifted with a mighty army of auxiliary Ara~ 0.t 20 
bians, and encamped at Engedi, a city near jake war 
the lake of. Afphaltites, about three hundred on Jehofha- 
furlongs from Jerufalem, and a place famous phat, 


2 Chron. xx,T. 


* Wherein ‘tis to be obferved, that Amaziah was conftituted a judge in eccle§aftical affairs, and Zedekiah a judge 


in civil affairs; of which fee Selden de Synedr. Hebr. Lib. II. c. viii. p. 244, 245. Ed. Amftel, 


for 


holy matters, 
and Zebediah 
for civil, Ver. 
bites, Amma- 


make war up~ 


238 





for balfam and palm-trees. When Jchofha- 
phat underftood that they had pafs’d the lake, 
and broken into his country, he was not a lit- 
tle ftartled at the furprize, and prefently or- 
jehofhaphat der’d an affembly to be call’d; and then ftand- 
calls an af ing before the temple, he betook himfelf to 
‘embly, and prayers, for God’s blefting upon his arms againft 


yrays before a é 
Hier ceiaple fo powerful an ia@vader; which was but ac- 


tev a bleffing cording to the form and practice of our fore+ 
fathers, upon the firit infticution of that holy 
place; who, whenever they found themfelves 
in danger of being over-run by a foreign enc- 
my, caufed all the people to meet in a full 
congregation to implore God’s affiftance to- 
ward the repelling of that violence, and for 
the maintenance of that inhcritance which the 
Lord in his infinite bounty had beftow’d ‘upon 
them, and their enemics would take away by 
Jchofhaphat mingled his prayers with 
tears, and the joint fupplications of the whole 
multitude, with their wives and children,went 


upon his 
atots,2Chron. 
¥X. O--12. 


toree. 


along with them. 


A prophet As they were in the fervour of their devo- 
iturs, spin tions, there itartcd up a cercain prophet in the 


the middle o 
; ee 






mivd them 





Shea 


accompanving their hymns with mulical inftru- 


Tients. 


‘Tue king, early next morning, went into 
the defart, under the city of Tekoa, where he 
zdmonifhed the multitude to put their cruft in 
Ged according to the prediétion of the pro- 
phet, and that there was no necd of ranging 


themfelves in form of battle, but only ro fer 


the pricfts wich their trumpets in the firft linc, 
wid the Levitcs with their fingers, and fo to 
moe chearfully forward, with mufick and 
thanx{giving, as upon a day of victory, or de- 
y- They were 
-ob- ull highly fatisfied with the king’s advice, and 
icon alter they put it in execution ; for God 
itruck the Ammonites and their allies with fuch 
a panick terror and confternation, that falling 


liverance trom a common enemy. 






toul upen one another, the outrage was fo fu- 


rious againit their own people, that of fo ma- 


ny thoufands of foldiers, there was not one 
man lett alive. 


tank 





a view of the valley where the enemy 
was cncamped, he found it all cover’d with 

dead bedies; never fo cafy and fo abfolute a 

wictery gain’d without either fweat or blood ; 

The beoty fo 10 ther fchothaphar, in a tranfport of joy for 
grext, thatix fo uncxpected a bleffing, gave his fliers the 
eae a: pillage of the camp, and the {poil of the dead, 
ies, Ven 2c, Which was fo predigious great, that it coft 

? “them full three days to carry off the booty. 

Ow the fourth day all the people gather’d 

together in a deep craggy valley, called the 

valley of Beracha, where they praifed and 

biellal Ged tor sll the works of his power 
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middle of them, whofe name was Jahaziel, 
“erg, CTYing out to the people, that God had heard 
_ their prayers, and would fight their battle, in 
tavour of the religion they profefs’d ; appoint- 
ing them, upon this, to be in readinefs the next 
day to march towards their enemies, whom 
they fhould find encamped betwixt Jerufalem 
and Engedi, at a certain afcent, known by the 
name ot Sis, which in Hebrew is as much as 
an eminence; telling them farther, that they 
Victory pro- fhould not need to trike a ftroke, but only to 
1 itand iooking on, as unconcerned f{pcétators of 
an action wherein God would fight for them. 
Attcr this declaration, both king and people 
cll proftrate upon their faces; gave thanks, 
! worfhipped; the Levites in the mean while 


When Jehofhaphat came to 


Book 1X. 


and mercy. From hence it was that the val- 

ley took its name, which is as much as to fay, 

the valley of bleffings; and itis fo called to 

this very day. The king led his army trom 

thence to Jerufalem, where he pafs’d feveral 

days in facrifice and feafting. The fame of This aaio, 
this miraculous viétory poflefs’d all forcign mightily aq. 
princes and nations wherever it came, with aces the re 
{uch a reverence for the fanétity and picty of Teron 
Jehofhaphat, thar they look’d upon him as a Ver. 2 se 
perfon tor whom God had a feculiar kindnefs, ae 
and kept up the fame opinion of him to his dy 
ing day. But he was yet a fricnd all this Jehothaphat 
while to the fon of Ahab, king of Hrael, and @ conftanr 
went fhares with him in the fetting out eb tes to 
fhips tor the traffick of Pontus and Thrace. {th Ver, 
But the defign mifcarried, to their very great???” 
expence and damage; for the veficls were nor 

of a make and fize for thofe feas; {o that, in 

fhort, what with one thing and another, whe- 

ther through ill conduét or foul weather, they 

were all caft away, and fo the projcé fell to 

the ground, and was never aftcrwards re- 

yived. Let this fuflice for the hiftory of Je- 
hofhaphat. 

Awazrax, the fon of Ahab, and the king Abazish ha 
of Ifracl, had his royal palace in Samaria. He his palace in 
Was a very wicked and prophane man, and eet : 
one that altogether adher’d to the principles Bek 
of his father and mother; belide accrtain emu- 

Jation that he had to out-fin Jeroboam himfelf, Ahaziah the | 
the capital feducer of Ifracl. In the fecond ay open 
year of his reign, the king of the Moabites tea 
revolted, and abfolutely refufed to be any long- Tac, 

er fubjeét to the tribute he had formerly paid Ahaziah be- 
tohis father. It happen’d that Ahaziah had Ws ,in Ganger 
a terrible fall down itairs one day, as he was ite | 
paffing from an upper chamber, that endanger’d confalr the | 
his lite. He was very ill upon it, and fent god Accaron | 
to the god of the people of Accaron*, or oe ; 
the fly (as they call’d him) to know whether * Scrip Eh | 
he fhould live or die. . Upon this occafion the 







kron. 
God of the Hebrews ‘commanded the prophet Elias meets 
Elias to go prefently and mect the mefien- themellenger J 
+ ag and bids him 
gers, and to ask them whether the Ifraelites 14) ne kine § 
had not a God of their own; and if fo, there je mall dic, & 
was no need of confulting a ftrange god in the Ver. 3, 4. 
cafe; and therefore they had e’en beit go back 
to the king, and tell him that he fhould not 
recover. ‘The meflengers immediately took 
their errand from Elias, and with all expcdi- 
tion hafted with it to the king, who was in 
great admiration at the quicknefs of their re- 
turn; and enquiring farther into the matter, 
they told him of aman they met, who bad 
them go no farther, and withal charging them 
to tcli their king in the name of’ the God of 
the Ifraclites, that his illnefs was mortal. ‘The 
king was very carneft and particular with them 
to defcribe the man; fo they told him, he was 
a hairy man, with a leathern girdle about him. 
By this defcription the king prefently con- 
cluded this perfon to be Elias, and fo difpatch’d 
away an officer with fifty foldiers to take him The king _ § 
into cuftody. ‘The commander found him up- fends caine 
on the top of a mountain; and fo call’d him Slias, Ver of 
down to go along with him to the king; for” ; 
that was his order, he faid; and if he would 
not go by fair means, he would make him go 
by foul. Elias told him, that to fhew him 
the difference betwixt a truce prophet and a 
talfe, he would now convince him by a pro- ns 
: : 4 fire from fica J 
digy, that he was noimpoftor, “ If Tama vision § 
“ man of God, fays he, let fre come down game shook | 
6 from ficer, Fort j 


Filius calls for § 








i Chap. I. 
. from Heaven, and devour thee and thy fif= 
“ty.” Upon which prayer a fire defcended, 
and confumed them all. “The tidings of this 
dreadful judgment came no fooner to the king’s 
By gcond of: 81, but in a rage he fent another officer, with 
BF fcop fent on the fame number of men, and upon the fame 
: _¢trand. ‘The captain faid the fame things over 
pind ante again, ufed the fame menaces, and they were 
re ‘ ymeman- @ll deftroy’d after the fame manner. After 
aes Kings this the king fent yct again a third officer with 
i1,12 his party. Now the man being a perfon of 
A third off nt, C2ndour and civility, when he came up to Elias, 
Tees "he faluted him with refpect. “* I need not 
vis “ tell you, fays he, that I am under command; 
“* that I come upon this errand unwillingly, as 
*< they did likewife who came before me; 
** wherefore I befeech you be pleafed ont of 
“* pity to me, and my foldiers about me, to 
* come down willingly, and follow us to the 
“ king.” Elias was fo much mov’d with the 
modeity and good-nature of the man, that he 
went down and follow’d him. When they had 
brought him into the king’s prefence, the {pi- 
; rit of God came upon him, and he freely told 
 ndtells the the king, “ Thus faith the Lord ; fince you 
BB king that this “© aye an opinion of me that I am no God, 
 illnes a be nor able to foretel what will be the iffac of 
ee ; es your ene ine oe yon have ee 

; chofen to fend to the god of the people o 
“© Accaron for your fatisfaction, know for cer~ 

5 “tain that it will be your death.” 

B Ahoiah dies In fome fhort time this prophecy was ful- 
g without flue. Hlled ; and Ahaziah dying without iffue, Je- 
g sd leaves the Horam his brother reigned in his ftead ; a man 

kingdom to aie 7 : - ; 
no way inferior to Ahab for a_ vicious and ir- 


d his brother wv 2 J 4 
B jchoram, an religious courfe of life; for he deliver’d him- 


B slias gocs 
he along, with 
2 him, 


impious {clf up wholly to ftrange gods, to the feandal 
nee, Ver. and difhonour of the religion of his forefa- 
me thers, though otherwife a man of induftry, 
and well coough qualified for bufinefs, 
Hisistran- IT was in his time that Elias was taken 
Hiuedlike away from the converfation of men, and no 
Ech, | manner of account given what became of him 
Bekingsit. 12. even to this day; but he left Elifha, his dif- 


ciple, behind him, of whom we have fpoken 
already. - We find in holy writ the fame.thing 
attefted of Enoch before the flood, as well as 
of Elias here, and‘that they were both taken 
gXowcount away 3 but no mertion made of the death of 


ns either of them. 

= Uvon Jchoram’s coming to the throne after 
f ichoram re~ 4. . 
Jiilwstomake his brother, he refolved to make war upon 


j¥rupon the Mefha the king of the Moabites, for refufing 
king ofthe to pay the yearly tribute of two hundred thou- 
ne fand unfhorn fheep, upon the account of what 
. Ings it. . . 

b$, was formerly paid to his father Ahab; where- 
fore he began with levying an army at home, 

fthohaphar and after that folicited the affiftance of Jeho- 
pswith — fhaphat (upon the account of his having main- 

hia, and un- ppc . . : 2-2 * 

dstakes for '@in’d an alliance with his father) to join with 
leking of im, who not only promis’d for himfelf, but 
Kumea; V. 9, undertook likewife to engage the king of Idu- 
mca, having fome tic upon him, in the party. 

When Jchoram came to underftand how well 

he was like to be feconded, he went forthwith 

to Jerufalem, where he was {plendidly receiv’d 

and treated by the king of the place. - Being 

there in council, the ways and method of the 
expedition were taken into debate, and ’twas 

agrced by common confent for the army tofteer 

their courfe through the defare of Idumea, 

where the enemy would: be leaft aware of the 

defign. The three kings, that is to fay, of 
Icrufalem, 
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Ifragl, and Idumea, put themfelves: 
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upon their march, according to the refolution The three 
of the council; and when they had wandered pie olen 
up and down for the {pace of feven days, they ee . 
fell into great diftrefs for want of water, both march toward 
for man and beaft, till they were all within a the defart of 
very little of the uttermoft extremity of de= Idumea, and 
{pair. Jchoram efpecially, wh¢ called out to Ane 
God in an expoftulatory way of impatience, want of watery 
“* ‘What have thefe thrée kings done, fays he, Ver.9,.19 | 
“ to be deliver’d up captives to the king of 

“* the-Moabites, without the hazard of-a bat- 

“ tle??? Jchofhaphat, on the other hand, as 

became a pious man, {poke comfortable words 

to Jehoram, advifing him to enquire, if there 

were ever a prophet in the army to ask coun- 

fel of God what was to be done under thcir 
circumftances. A fervant within hearing, told 

them that he had fecn Elitha the fon of Sha~ 

phat there, the difciple of Elias; and upon 

this information, the three kings, at the pcr- 

fuation of Jehofhaphat, went and found him 

out. When they came to his tent,. which was 





a little out of the camp, they ask’d him what They asl 


would become of the army ; 
cially, with a great deal of carnettnefs. 
fays Elitha to him, you fhould have: gone to 
your father’s and mother’s 


Jehoram efpe- Elifia, the 
Why, difciple of 
Yo Zlias, what 
£ pp will become 
prophcts tor fatif= oF the army» 


faction, ‘without troubling other people; they Ver. 1a--19. 
would have refolved you right no doubt. Je- 
horam importun’d him ftill, intreating and 


praying for an anfwer, if it were but tor the 


‘faving of fo many mens lives that were ready 
‘to perifh. Elitha fwore folemnly to Jechoram, 


that ific were not for’ the fake of Jehofhaphat, 

who was a good and a pious man, he fhould 

have had no anfwer from him at all. And up- 

on this he order’d a mufician to be call'd, and : 

as he was finging, the fpirit of God came 

upon the prophet, who {poke to the kings to 

make feyeral ditches’ in’ the channels of the 
torrent.’ And, fays Elifha, you fhall fee pyima pro- 
** them all flowing with water, without cither mifes them 
“ wind orrain; water fufficient for yourfelves water and vic 
and your cattle, to all manner of purpofes. tory: ibid. 
** Befide that, henceforward you fhall never 

feel any more drought; and this is not all 

“ neither; for God will blefs you yet further, 

* ftill, for by his:grace and help you fhall 

* overcome your enemies, and fcatter them, 

and ruin their plantations; lay their coun- 


“* try .wafte, and dam up their rivers and 


* their fountains.’ ‘The next day before fun- 


rife, after thefe words of the prophet, there 
came down from Idumea, three days journcy 
from the place, an impetuous torrent “upon 2 water fap< 
mighty fall of rain, fo that there was no longer plied by a 
any want of drink, cither for horfe or man. violent tor- 
Wuew the king of Moab underftood that he Ver. ao. 
j . sais hefe kings 
thefe three kings were advancing againft him being upon 
by the way of the wildernefs, he raifed all the their march, 
force he was able to make, to meet them up- the king of 
on the borders, for fear of any inroad upon cheb ae 
him by furprize. The two armies were BYnecr ae 
this time not far from the land of Moab, when Ver. at. 
the rifing fun ftriking upon the torrent, made 
the water look fo red, that the Moabites took ‘The Moa- 
it for blood, vainly imagining, that the three bites take the 
kings had fallen to deftroying one another in a water of the 
‘rage for want of water, and that this torrent Bee 
was 2 ftream of their blood. In this confi- 2) 23. = 
dence they went to their king only for per- 
Miffion to rifle the Toe oe taking ic for 


granted, that it was all abandon’d. ~ Upon 
their application, they obtained leave to break 
; Ppp ia 
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to make flaves of her and her children for the 
debt; wherefore fhe entreated him for her 
husband’s fake to procure her fonig prefent re- 
licf, fo the prophet ask’d her what the had in 
the houfe, who faid fhe had nothing at all, bue 
a little oil in a cruife. ‘Whe prophet chen bad 
her go borrow as many empty pots, or veilels, 
of her neighbours, as the could get, and keep 
her chamber-door fhut, and pur oil into all 
thofe veffels; for God would fill them all. 
The widow did as fhe was order’d; and after 
the diftributing of the oil, fhe caine back again 
to the prophet, and gave him a particular ac- 
count of what the had done, who advited her 
to icll the oil, and difcharge the debts; for 
there would be fomewhat remaining, after fa- 
tistaction given to the creditors, for the relict 
of her children. By this means fhe deliver’d 
herfelf from a troublefome obligation. 
THe prophet one time having got notice of Elita pre. 
a confpiracy againft the life of Jehoram, and cautions Jo. 
that Adad had treacheroufly planted an am- horam ofa 
buth to furprize him, he gave the king intel- fim pe nty 
ligence of it, with a caution to have a care and faves his’ 
ot fuch a certain place, where the Syrians life, 2 Kings 
had laid a plot to entrap him. This precau- vi % 910. 
tion kept the king from going a hunting, and 
difappointed the plot. But Adad was in fuch 
a rage when he found his malicious contrivance 
detcated, that he fell to ftorming and railing 
at his own domefticks, for a company of trai- 
tors, threatening them with no lefs than death 
itfelf, for difcovering a defign that no other 
perfons were privy to but themfelves. Some 
body made an{wer, that he had no need to ace 
cufe his own friends and dometticks of treafon, 
or fufpeét any of the party he had fent to in- 
tercept the enemy, had betray’d his counfels, 
fo long as he had Elifha for a {py upon him, 
that lay perpetually prying into his ways and 
a€tions, on his mafter’s behalf; and he had the 
faculty of diving into the moit fecret of his 
deligns. The king prefently fent his fcouts 
abroad to enquire after Elifha, and to learn 
where he was; and word wasbrought him, that 
he might be found at Dothan.’ Upon this in- 
telligence he immediately difpatch’d away 
horfemen and chariots to apprehend him. 
They went and befet the town by night, fo Elithaisbe § 
that there was no pafling, either out or in, tetinDothm, § 
and early the next morning, a fervant of the YS 1}™ 
prophcet’s ran trembling to his matter to tell 
him the news, how the town was begirt with 
a body of the enemy that were come to take 
him. Elifha bad him have a good heart, and 
fear nothing; for his truit and confidence 
was in the goodnefs and power of an over 
ruling providence ; and fo he prayed to God 
for fome fpecial token of his prefence and pro- 
tection, that might confirm his fervant in a 
tearlefs refignation to his holy will and plea- 
fure. The prophet’s prayers were heard, and Upon Eli- 
there appeared forthwith, in the fight of the fha’s prayer? § 
fervant, a multitude of horfes and chariots band of ai J 
round about Elifha, as a guard upon his per- a a ne 
fon. ‘The confideration of this fuccour, as the a as a guard 
fervant underftood it to be, put him out of all upon his pe 
fear of any further danger for his matter. FoR, MERE 
Arter this vifion the prophet pray’d once q;,9n Eii- 
again that God would caft a mift before the p's second 
eyes of thefe people, and itrike them with fuch prayer, _, 
a blindnefs, that they might not fee him, fo as Adsd’s & 


in upon the enemy’s pillage, and fo in confu- 

fion and out of order, with great precipitation 

advanced to the enemy’s camp, as if there 

needed no more to the gaining of the booty, 

than the taking of it up; but they quickly 

tound their miftake to their coft; for they were 

The Moa-_ fet upon on all hands in the attempt; part 
bites featter'd killed, and the reft fo {catter’d, that they had 
pices, Much ado to make their way home again. The 
kings, in the mean while, made an incurfion 

into the land of the Moabites, deftroy’d their 

und their towns and cities, drove away all their cattle, 
country laid and cover’d all the turf with the fand and 
ee .. gravel of the rorrent; cut down the beft of 
355 S&S «their woods and trees, dam’d up the {prings 
und fountains, and Ievell’d their walls to the 

ground; nay, the king himfelf was fore’d to 

take fanctuary in a town, where he was af- 

terward belieged; and in fuch danger of lo- 

fing ic by an aifaule, that he attempted a fally 

with feven hundred horfe upon the enemy’s 

weakeit quarter, to break through their body; 

but failing in his attempt, he was forc’d into 

the town again, where he enter’d upon the 

mott horrid barbarous action that the uttermoft 

diftrefs or defpair could put a man upon. He 

The king of took his eldett fon, the next heir to the go- 
Mob ficri- yernment, and facrific’d him to God upon the 
mos ps tsp. walls, in the view of the encmy’s army. The 

st RINGS TE“ | . > 

lent upon this Kings refleéting upon the force of an abandon’d_ 
horrid tpec- defperation, together with the viciffitude of 
tcic, and = human affairs, and confidering it were their 
noes up sie own cafe tao, were foften’d to fuch a degree 
ee ef compaffion, that they broke up the fiege 
upon it, and every man returned to his own 

home. Jchofhaphat was at cafe after this cx- 

dition, but he did not long outlive it. He 

‘The death, died at Jerufalem in the fixtieth year of his 
z5e, and bu- age, and the twenty fifth of his reign; and 
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ral of Icho- he had in that city a moft magnificent burial, 


fhaphat at Je- : -- DI 
Siler. J& tach a one us might become the imitator of 
1 Kings xxii. David. 

so, and 

2 Chron. xx. 
i. 








Mab 


CHAP. I. 


Seboram the jon of Febofaphat fucceeds his fa- 
ther. Elifoa works miracles. Adad befieges 
Feboran ia Samaria. The miraculous raifiag 
of the fuge. Hazael frrangles Adad, and ufurps 
the kingdums of Syria and Damafius. - The 
execrahle impicties of Feboram, and the dread- 
fal judgment that Elifka denounces againft him. 


Jchoram, the WE HOS HAPH AT leftbehind him feveral 
ieee .J fons; and Jchoram the eldeft of them, by 
chothaphar, $40 UF : 5 : 2 
Teccecds his) Dis father’s appointment, fucceeded him in 
gather, the kingdom. He bore the fame name with 
2 Chron xsit. his mother’s brother the king of Ifrael, and 

the fon of Ahab, who was then but newly 
return’d to Samaria from the war with the 
*loabites, and brought Elifha with him. The 
holy {criptures make mention of feveral me- 
morable paflages of that prophet, which I fhall 
account well worth the taking notice of in 
this hiftory. The wife ot Obadiah, Ahab’s 
iteward, applied herfelf to Elifha, and told 
him, that he was no ftranger to the outrageous 
Obadiah thel- Violence of Jezabel againit the prophets, and 
ter'd an hun- how her husband conceal’d and preferv’d a 
dred pro- = hundred of them from deftruétion, and took 
phetsagainfE up money upon his own credit to feed them 
ee S< while they were in the cave: but th ~ ife i j ee 
of Jezabel, ¥ ¢; but chat her huf- | to difcern him from another man. Upon the Grrack bled, & 


1 Kings xviii, band being now dead, the creditors threaten’d granting of this requeft alfo, Elitha cait him- Ver. 18. 
£3: dJelr 





Chap. If. 


felf into the middle of their troops, and fo 
went from onc to another, asking them for 
what, or for whom they fought. They told 
foldiers him, for Elitha the prophet. Well, fays Eli- 
tha, do but follow me to the place where he 
eles is, and you fhall have him;.fo thefe men that 
pointe Ay were blinded in their underftanding, as well 
2 Bangs" as in their eyes, went after him without any 
plitha leads difficulty or feruple, till at laft he brought 
them into Sa- them into Samaria. Upon their entrance into 
the city, the prophet bad Jehoram caufe the 
gates to be fhut, and the Syrians to be far- 
rounded. Elifha, upon this occafion,’ offer’d 
up a third prayer 3 which was, that God would 
reftore the Syrians to their fight again; where- 
upon the Syrians eyes were open’d; and to 
their great aftonifhment and admiration, they. 
found themfelves coop’d up in an cnemy’s town, 
in the hands, and intirely at the mercy of their 
adverfaries. 
Wut te the Syrians were at a ftand upon 
this unaccountable furprize, and at their wits 


The fo 
we Elifha 
pind w here 


maria, ibid. 


Upon Eli- 
gha’s third 

rayer, che 
Syrians are re> 
flored to 
cheir fight, 
and find 
thenstelyes 1 
the hands of 
A cheir enemies, 
BM Ver. 20. 


prophet the putting of them all to death,which 
he abfolutely oppofed, as a way of proceed- 
ing that would not ftand with his honour and 
juttice; and only to be allow’d of in cafes 
where men are overcome in battle. But thefe 
were people, he told him, that were guilty 
of no act of hoftilicry upon his country, and 
only brought thither by the will and power 
of God, without any malicious intention, or 
but fo much as the bare knowledge of what 
they did ; and therefore the prophet gave his 
opinion for the treating of them with hofpita- 
lity and refpeét ; and after {uch a generous re- 
frefhment, leaving them to their own freedom. 
Iehoram, by Jchoram took the prophet’s advice, gave them 
g uiha'sad- a fplendid and a liberal entertainment, and fo 
viee, leaves fent them back again, unhurt and fafe, to their 
the foldiers at Bain, ; C, 
lierty, V.23. Matter. They gave the king, at their return, 
fo particular an account of this wonderful fto- 
ry, that his confcience was ftruck, upon the. 
hearing of it, with a conviction, that the hand 
of God ‘was manifeftly in this prodigy, and 
that what the prophet deliver’d in the name of 
God, was no other than the dictate of a di- 
vine infpiration. So that after this time, Adad 
never entcr’d into any fecret practice againft 
the king of Ifrael; ‘but refolved, however, to 
make open war upon him, in confidence of his 
greater itrength and numbcrs. : 

Upon the taking of this refolution, Adad 
rais’d a mighty army, and march’d with his 
whole force againft Jehoram ; who finding him- 
| felf too weak to venture his all upon the pufh 
of a ficld-battle, kept himfelf within the walls 
of Samaria, where he had good works and 
defences to truft to. It was a ftrong place, and 
Adad in fome doubt whether to attempt it by 
affault, or by famine; but, however, ficge 
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end what to do next, the king propofed to the} 





241 


(for feafoning) for + five pieces. ‘There was 
nothing the king feared fo much in this extre- 
mity, as left fome body or other fhould betray 
the place to the enemy, under the force and. 
neceflity of an infupportable famine; fo that 
Jehoram every day vifired the walls and the 
guards himfelf; took care that no {pics fhould 
enter privately into the town, and had a vigi- 
Jant eye upon all motions and under-hand 
practices whatfoever. 
As the king was attending his bufinefs, there 
came a woman crying to him for help; and 
Jchoram fuppofing the had come to beg of him, 
turn’d her off with a kind ofanangry rebuke 3 
** J have no barns nor wine-prefles, fays he, 
** and what have I left me to fupply your 
wants?””? ‘The woman told him fhe did nor 
come to beg his meat, but to implore his juf- 
tice, and to defire that he would do her right 
in a controverfy betwixt herfelf- and another 
woman. The king ask’d her what it was, and 
fhe told him; “ Sir, fays fhe, a certain neigh- Two women 
“* bour of mine, and myfelf, that were ready Covenant to 
to dic for want of food, came to an agrec- ¢&t their chil- 
ment betwixt ourfelves, having cach of us ae Ver. 285 
a little male child, to eat our children by 29. ” 
turns, barcly to keep life and foul together. 
Mine was kill’d and drefs’d yefterday, and 
fhe had her part of it; and now I fhould 
* have my part of her child, fhe breaks her 
‘¢ word with me, and has hid him.” Jchoram, 
in a raging paflion of gricf and horror, rent Jehoram im- 
his garment, raving and crying out, that he Pures this mi- 
never knew what it was to be perfeétly mifc- fo ee ine 
rable, till that inftant; and all this might have terceding for 
been prevented, fays he, for a word {peaking, them, V- 31. 
if the prophet would but have interceded with 
God for me, on my behalf; but, fays he, Dll 
have his blood for it; and in that heat dif- Jehoram 
patch’d away an officer to cut off his head, gives order to 
who in the fame moment fet forward upon that c#tof Eli- 
cin lot: fha’s head, ib, 
Tuts outrageous difpleafure of the king’s 
was no fecret to Elifha, who told his difciples 
as he was fitting with them at home, that Jc- 
horam, that fon of a murderer, had fent an 
officer, who was then upon his way, to take 
off his head ; wherefore, fays he, do you watch 
and obferve him; and when he comes near 
the houfe, be you fure to fhut the door upon 
him, only to put him to a little ftand till the 
king himfelf fhall come up, who hath now 
chang’d his mind, and is haftening after as faft Jehoram 
as may be to prevent .mifchief? They watch’d changes his 
as they were direéted ; fhut the door upon the ™ind,Ver. 324 
men when they. came, and kept them out till : 
Jehoram appeared himfelf, who made all the 
hatte that was poffible, for fear of being too 
late to countermand the execution of the or- 
der, and to fave the life of the prophet. 
Upon the king’s coming to Elifha, he fel] The 
to reproaching of him, 


ec 


ce 
Ce 


kin 
that he could have the Foe a hig 


Add lays Was laid to the town, and the garrifon reduc’d 5 ) aa 
lige to Sux to fo miferable a {carcity of provifions, that an | hgart to fee him and his people in fo many ex- ~~” 
hee afs’s head was fold for * fourfcore pieces of | tremitices of diftrefs, without putting up one 
reat extre. filver, and a -b pintand an half of pigeon’s dung {prayer to God for their relief The prophet 
mhy, Ver. a4 pet a Ph ssh SA YAR 

Y lent to the Roman Denarius, 


* The pieces here meant were Drachmz; and the Hebrew Drachma was equiva > 
which according to Dom Calmet, and the beft authors, weighed two penny weights, fix grains, and three fourths, 
and was in value, fix pence three farthings, and three eighths ; fourfcore therefore muft weigh nine ounces, two pen- 
grains, and in value amount to two pounds, five fhillings, and feven pence half ‘penny, En- 


3. 


ny weights, and twelve 


glith money. : : : . _. : 
+ The word we have here tranflated a pint and an half, is, in the original-Zécne, and the fame as the Ro- 


man ‘Sextarius, which, according to the beft authors, approached neareft.to thar quantity of our meafure. are gd 
+ Five Drachma weighed eleven penny weights, nine grains snd an half, and were in value wotth two fhillings 


and ren pence, feven eighths. 
gave 
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Flvha pro- gave him for anfwer, this promife and aflu- 
mites him re- pance, that by the fame hour the next day Sa- 
lictin twenty oaria fhould be fo abundantly ttored with all 


four hours, 2. 3 i = : ; 
Kings vii. t. forts of neceffarics for lite, that a * meafure 


ed themfelves four times, and buried their 

burdens in a hole they digg’d for that-purpofe 

without the camp. ‘They might now reafon- 

ably conclude the enemy to be drawn off, and 

came upon this to blame themfclves for not 

giving Jehoram and the citizens an account 

of this wonderful defertion, upon the firtt 
difcovery of it. Whercfore they made all Intelligences 
poffible hafte back to Samaria, calling aloud given to $y. 
to the watch from under the walls, that the Maria, oft, 
enemy had totally abandon’d thcir camp; and yo 
upon this intelligence, in the fame initantfene |" “% ** 
by them to the king’s guards, Jchoram pre- 

fently called a great council upon it, of his 

friends and officcrs, and gave his own opi-~ 

nion, that he looked upon it as a ftratagem 

to draw his people into an ambuth under thac 


























































of fine flour fhould be fold publickly in the 

market for $ onc fhekel, and two meafures of 

barley at the fame rate. The king and_his 

court made no doubt at all of the truth of his 

predictions, having had fo many proofs of their 

authority and credit: So that they comforted 

themfelves upon the prefage, as if it had been 

a thing already donc, and made their prefent 

difficulties cafy to them in the hope of what 

Was to come; but a certain favourite, and an 

officer of the King, who cotnmanded a third 

part of his army, told the prophet, as the king 

was leaning upon him, in a familiar way, 

“ Elitha, (lays he) a body may as well be-| pretence. ‘They might, fays he, perhaps de- 

“ lieve, that it fhall rain flour and barley from | {pair of ftarving us, and fo bethought them. 

“heaven, as Whar you have now foretold;] felves of this invention to furprize us; and if 

“ for it feems to me incredible, even to the} they could but draw us out to take poffeffion 

“ degree of an impoffibility”’ Well, faysthe| of the booty, they might make an excurlion 

prophet, make no queftion of it; for youthall| upon us from their places of retirement, cut 

fee it: Bur you fhall only fee it, without ‘en-| our men to pieces, and with great cafe make 

joying it: Which prediction was made good.| themfelves mafters of the city; and therefore, 

" Ir was a cuftom among the Samaritans,| fays the king, I am for providing againtt trea- 

that no leprous perfons fhould be fuffer’d to} chery, and being the more wary fill for this 

live within the walls of the city; and at this| pretence, I cannot think they are fled away, 

time there were tour lepers who nad their ha-| and fhould be loth to venture the main chance 

bitations without the gates. The famine in| upon the credit of this intelligence. One of 

the city was fo extreme, that there was no} the council ftood up, and with great refpect 

provifion to be expected trom thence: fo that} to the king’s opinion, judg’d it to be the 

whether they went back into the town, or|true rcafon of the cafe. But this notwith- 

ftaid where they were, they had certain death | ftanding, fays he, it might be worth the while 

betore them the one way as well as the other.} I conceive, to fend out two horfemen upon the 

Upon this deliberation, they took up a refo-| {cout for difcovery, as far as Jordan. Ifthcy 

lution of cafting themfelves upon the enemy.| fhould happen to be taken, it will ferve for a 

if they fpar’d them, they fhould live; or if| warning to others, however, not to .expofe 

they puc them to death, it would be a gentler | chemfelves too far; and then the lofs of two men 

Way of difpatch. They agreed all four in this | would notbe very great, who incafe they efcape 

opinion, as the beft expedient they had before | the fword, are in danger to die of the famine. 

them, and fo flipt away by night into the ene-| The king was much of this counfellor’s mind, 

v’s camp; in which very point of time it} and fent away his fcouts immediately for intel- 

pleafed God to poticis the Syrians with a pa-|ligence ; who returned foon after with this re~ 

nick terror upen the imaginary noife of horfes| port: ‘That they had been fo far, without fee- scouts fent 

and armed men breaking in upon them; and |ing fo much as one enemy; but that they {aw out for difto. 

in the itrength of this fancy and apprehenfion, | arms, and corn, and feveral bundles of things very, confirm 

they all ran in a great contternation to Adad,} upon the way, that look’d as if the Syrians. ye ser. 

and told him that Jehoram’s contederate | had thrown them down in order to make their i 

kings of Egypt, and of the iflands, were | flight the more expeditious. The king, upon 

yeit at hand, and within hearing of rhe march| this information, fent out his People to the 

of the army. Adad gave the more credit to} plundering of Adad’s Camp, where + they The pillage 

the delufion, in regard that he himfelf la-| tound a wonderful rich booty, in gold, “ilver, of the Syrians | 

bour'd under the fame falfe imagination; fo | Horfes, and feveral forts of Beafts; befide fuch campisineti- | 

that in this unaccountable affright, the whole | an incredible provifion of grain, that it look’d mls. ae 

= army broke up in contulion, ‘and every man| more like adream thana truth: So vafta quan- ; 

PSS did what he could to fhift for himfelf, leav- | ticy,infhort,thac the people prefently forgot their 

“ing their horfes, carriages, baggage, and’| former fcarcity in this faperabundancc ; for two 
their whole treafure in the camp, without | meafuresof barley were fold for one fhekel, and. 
zny ether care in the werld than how to fave}a meafure of flour at the fame price too, ac- 

their lives. When the lepers came up to the cording to the prediction of Elifha. Now this 

cut-skirts of the Syrians camp, they found all} meafure contains about an Italian bufhel and 2 

things ina profound filence, and a vaft plenty | half: Only the officer before fpoken of, that 

cf all neceifaries : advancing farther, and en-| commanded the third part of the army, had no 

tcring into every fingle tent, and finding them | benefit by this relief, being potted atthe gate by 

ated, they atc and drunk what they] the king’s command to keep the people in or- 

aicd, took as much gold and rich booty] der, that they fhould not crowd one another 

as they could carry away, without fecing fo} to death upon-the fally they were to make. 

much as one perfon in the field. They load-! He himfelf was trodden to death in the throng. 

SS Sh 


” ‘The word here tranflated meafure, is in the original ¢2rsy, the fame as the Hebrew Seah; it was che third part 

















ofan epha,and contained fomtching more than 29 Englith wine pinrs. 
- A thekel, aiave have before obferv’d, was nor worth above two fhillings and feven pence Englith money 
sce Corthiiue's notes upon the fecond volume of his Monumentra Ecclef page 57%. 2. OE 


"This 





= Chap. I. 
eee Ne . 
This was a judgment that befel him for his 
unbelief, in giving fo little heed to what Eli- 

fha foretold. 
yaad efapes Apap was by this time gotten back fafe to 
*;Damafcus. Damafeus; and when he came to underftand 
that all thefe alarums of chariots and horfemen 
that had given fuch an irreparable rout to him 
and his army, were, in. truth, only judicial 
impreffions of affright and terror, without any 
other foundation, he look’d upon it as a decla- 
ration from Heaven againft him; and the an- 
xiccy of that thought broughc upon him a dan- 






falls 
; aaa ings gerous ficknefs of body. - Elifha went then 
Bill. 7- toward Damafcus; and Adad being informed 
where he was, fent Hazael, his particular and 
trufty friend, with a compliment and .magni- 
ficent prefents, to meet him, and to enquire 
likewife of the prophet, whether the king 
fhould out-live this difeafe or not, and what 
would be the iffue of it. Hazael took forty 
camels, and loaded them with the choiceft 
curiofities that either the court or the country 
afforded, advanced with them toward Elifha; 
and meeting him upon the way, faluted him 
with great reverence, in the name, and by the 
order of king Adad; telling him, that he had 
in his commiiffion to offer him thofe prefents, 
EB unetcon- nd likewife to advife with him about his dif- 
fisBlitha cafe, whether or no he might hope for any 
sont Adad’s relief, The prophet told Hazael, that the 
ce king was to dies; but charged him to fay no- 
featdie, bur thing of it to the king. This went to the 
A tidshim tell heart of Hazacl, and Elifha fell upon that in- 
flismafter = ro an extreme fit of weeping, in the contem- 
f nee plation of the mifcries the people were to en- 
. dure after the deceafe of Adad. Hazael ask’d 
the prophet what might be the caufe of that 
exceffive grief? Why, fays the prophet, I 
cannot forbear weeping to think of the ca- 
** Jamities that you yourfelf are to bring upon 
iha fore- “© the Ifraclites. You fhall put the beft of 
ts the mife- € their men to the {word, burn their walled 
gwtle fare of ¢ Cities, dath their children to death againtt 
the Ifraelites, ¢ > . : 5 
tedeath of “© the ftones, and rip up the children out of 
Fidd, and ** the bellies of -thcir mothers.” ‘- Well, 
jiepromo- ** fays Hazael, but how is it poffible for me 
bol of Ha-  « to compafs all this mifchief?” Why, fays 
Pzel, Ver. 125 ¢¢ -. 7 
1 the prophet, it is declarcd to me by God, 
** that you are to reign in Syria.” And upon 
this difcourfe Hazael left him, and returned 
to his mafter, with an account that he fhould 
recover of his diftemper. On the day follow- 
ing he made the king a vifit; and taking his 
Hareel opportunicy, ftrangled him with a wet cloth, 
fimgls and took poflicflion of his palace and govern- 
wcemd ment, He was a man of great intercft and re- 
fon of his pa- Putation with the people of Syria and Damaf- 
ice, Ver. 15, CUS 5 infomuch, that to this day the memory 


of Adad, and of Hazael his fucceffor, is cele- 
brated among the Syrians with divine honours, 
not only for their bounty and generofity in ge- 
neral, but in particular for the pompous mag- 
nificence of the temples they ereéted at Da- 
matcus, and the care they took for the honour 
and ornament of the city. Their images, in 
fine, are carried about in a daily proceflion, as 
in an oftentation of their antiquity; whereas, 
in truth, they were not of above eleven hun- 
dred years ftanding from their original. 

Tur death of Adad fet the hearr of Jeho- 
ram, the king of Ifrael, much at eafe, as it 
gave him a breathing time from wars and 
broils, and the comfort of feeing himfelf once 
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hofhaphat, and b 















again in a ftate of peace. But Jehoraim’s name- 
fake, (I mean Jchoram the king of Judah,) of 
whom I have {poken already, was no fooner 
enter’d upon the fovereignty, but for a wel= 
come tovhis reign, he began with: the flaugh- 
ter of his brothers, and of his father’s fricnds ; 
and bricfly, with fuch outrages, as if he had 
been upon a competition with the worft of for- 
mer kings, which fhould be the wickedeft ; 
having alfo at his elbow his wife Gotholiah, 
the daughter of Ahab, an excellent inftruc- 
trefs to all impious purpofes, and the inftru< 
ment of his idolatrous defcétion from the true 
worthip, to the fervice of ftrange gods. Now 
though God would moft certainly ftand firm 
to the promife he made'to king David, that 
he would never utterly cxtinguifh the whole 
race, Jehoram did all he could yet to provoke 


a total extirpation, by a lewd daily courfe of 
frefh impictics and abominations. 


Idumeca at 
this time revolted from Jehoram, and they 
made. way to their apoftafy by the murder of 
their king, who had ever been faithful ro Je- 
fetting up another in his 
place. Upon the firft impreflion of this affront, 
the king made a fpeedy incurfion by night, 


with a good body of horfe and charioteers, inta 


the enemy’s quarters. But they were fore’d 
to content themfelves with burning and making 
a little havock upon the borders ; and fo fal- 
ling off again, without daring to attempt any 
farther progrefs into the country. ‘This expé- 
dition was fo far from ftriking any fort of ter- 
ror or apprehenfion into the deferters, that, on 
the contrary, it ferv’d for an encoutagement 
to others to follow the example of their lead- 
ers, and to fhake off their yoke likewife ; Lib- 
nah rebelling alfo at the fame time. Such, in 
fhort, was the madnefs and folly of Jchoram, 
that he fore’d the Ifraelites up to the groves 


and-high places upon the mountains, and there 


to worthip falfe gods. He went on for fome 
time in the defiance and contempt of law and 
réligion, and all that could be facred cither in 
Heavén or earth, till in the end there came a 
menacing letter from the prophet Elifha to 
him to this cffeét: ‘¢ That fince he had auda- 
*< cioufly and wilfully fet himfelf up againft 
the practice and example of his forcfathers, 
_and efpoufed the impious fuperftition of rhe 
If{raclites; and not refting there neither, ha 

likewife debauch’d the tribe of Judah, and 
the citizens of Jerufalem, from the religion 
of their country, into the paganifh fuperiti+ 
tions of idolatry, in making gods of images, 
after the example of Ahab’s violence upon 


ce 
ce 
ee 
ce 
ee 
ce 
ce 

ce 


nations.” After the doing of all this, and 
the polluting his hands in the blood of his 
own brothers, and other good and righteous 
men, this judgment was denounced againft him 
in the aforefaid ictter; That his family and 


*“ his peoplé fhould fall into the hands of a 


“ mercilefs enemy, that fhould fpare neither 
women nor children ; that he himfelf fhould 
be tormented with a lingering pain in the 
guts, till his bowels, by little and little, 
fhould rot, and fall out.” This was to be 
his miferable condition, that fhould bring him 
at laft, though too late, to a fenfe and a fight 
of his wickednefs. This, in. fhort, was the 
fabftance of the writing that was deliver’d to 
Jehoram in the name of Elitha. 


Qgq CHAP. 
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The abomi- 


nable wicked- 
neis of Jeho- 
ram the king 
of Judah, 

2 Chron, xxi, 
4-6, 


The fdu- 
means fal} oak 
from Jeho- 
ram, Ver. 5» 


The profli- 

gate impiery 
D 2 

of Jehoram, 
Ver. it. 


Elifia de- 
nounces 
dreadful 
judgments to 
befal Jeho- 
ram, Ver. 12s 


his people to force them into thefe abomi-, 
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CHAP. II. 


The Arabians break in upon Feboram. His mi- 
ferable end. Abaziah his fon fucceeds biu. 


OME fhort time after this, an army of 
Arabians trom the borders of Ethiopia, to- 
Arabians, gether with a medley of other Barbarians, 
2 Chron. xxi. broke in upon the kingdom of Jchoram, ra- 
iG. vaged the country, rifled the palace, put the 
King’s wives to the fword, and all his chil- 
dren, one only excepted, Ahaziah by name, 
who very narrowly efcaped the fury of the 
enemy. “The king, after this publick calami- 
ty, tell into a difeate, according to what the 
prophet foretold him; which was fuch a kind 
of plague in the guts, chat all people looked 
upon it as a juft judgment of God upon him 
in his difpleafure ; his bowcls dropping daily 
out of his belly before his own cyes. The 
people infulted over the carcafs, and drew in- 
ferences from the exemplary manner of his pu- 
nifhment, to the degree of his wickednefs, 
and that the wrath of God was upon him. 
They would neither vouchfaic him a royal fu- 
neral, nor a place in his father’s monument. 
He lived forry years, and reigned cight; and 
face the people of Judah placed Ahaziah upon the 
_.. throne of his father. 


jJehoram’s 
country ra- 
vaged by the 


Tle dies of a 
plague in the 
guts, Ver. 19. 











CH ee Fe AN 
Fekoran befeges Ramoth, receives a wound, and 
vetives to Fesreel. Febu carries on the fiege. 
Feb anointed king of Vracl, with a coniuand 
70 extirpute the faitily of Abab. He inarches 
areFtly to Fesreel, where Feboran and his 
aephew Ahaxiah were at that tite together. 


EHORAM, the king of the Ifraclites, 
, «8 Wasin hope, after the death of Adad, that 
he might recover Ramoth of Gilead; and in 
‘er. that profpeét he levied a great army, and 
far down before it. At the liege he received 
2 wound with an arrow from the bow of a 
Syrian. It was not mortal; but yet, fuch as 
it was, he was obliged to withdraw to the ci- 
ty of Jezreel for the conveniencics of the cure, 
leaving his whole army behind him at the fiege 
of Ramoth, under the command of Jehu, the 
si: fon of Amatfis, who took the town by force. 
Jchoram propofed upon his recovery, to make 
war upon the Syrians; and in the mcan time 
Elifha {ent one of his difciples with holy oil 
to Ramoth, there to anoint and declare Jehu 
king, and to do it in the name of God, and 
by his authority and order. ‘The prophet gave 
him fome other things in charge alfo, and 
commanded him to be as expeditious as he 
could, and without making any perfon privy 
to his journey. When he came to the town, 
he found Jchu fitting with the head officers 
of the army, as was torctold him by Elitha; 
fo he went up to him, and gave-him to under- 
ftand, that he defir’d to have a fhort conference 
with him in private. Jchu rofe up prefently, 
and the meficnger follow’d him into his apart- 
ment. So the young man took out the oil, 
t and poured it on his head ; telling him, that 
*, God had chofen him king for the deftruétion 
of the houfe of Ahab, and to revenge the blood 
of the prophets, which againft all right and 
reaicn was fpilt by Jezabel; and that as Jc- 











FLAVIUS JOSEPHUS of 


‘Book Ix. 


roboam the fon of Nebat, and after him the 
family of Baafha, were utterly rooted out, and 
deftroy’d for their wickednefs; fo there fhould 
be no remainder left of the wicked ftock of 
Ahab. So foon as he had fpoken thefe words, 
he convey’d himfelf out of the apartment in 
hafte, and with all imaginable privacy, that 
no body fhould fee him ; Jehu returning forth- 
with to his. place among the commanders. The 
officers had-a great_ mind to know what that 
young man’s bufinefs was; for he look’d, they 
faid, as if he were not right in his wits. Why 
ou. are not much out in your conjecture, fays 
jena. for he did fpeak cffcétually the words 
of amad man. This fufpenfion did but make 
the officers more and more inquifitive what 
it was he came about; fo Jehu cold them in 
plain terms, that he came to him with a mef= 
fage from God to pronounce him king. At 
the hearing of thefe words, the commanders 
took every-man his cloak, and laid them one 
upon another for Jehu to fic down upon, in- 
ftcad of a throne; and when he had taken his 
place, they all faluted him king, with accla- Jehu is 
mations, benedictions, and the found of horns luted king, 
and trumpets, to congratulate his acceffion_to With accia- 


mations and 
the throne. Jchoram was now under the fur- benedictions 
gcon’s hands at Jezreel for the wound he had Ver. 13. 


received at the ficge of Ramoth; and hie fif- 
ter’s fon Ahaziah was there at the fame time 
too, to vifit him as he lay fick of his wounds 5 
fo that Jehu took this opportunity of march- 
ing with his army to Jezrcel, where he might 
furprize them both at once; precautioning his 
foldiers, as a proof of their fidelity to him, 
neither direétly nor indire&tly to give Jehoram 
any knowledge or intimation of the matter. 








CHAP. V. 
Feb kills Feboram and Ahaziah with his own 
hand. 


HE foldiers executed their orders with 

great cheerfulnefs, pofleffing themfelves 

of all the paffes and avenues to the town, and, 
keeping fo ftri€t a guard upon them, that it 
was morally impoffible to convey any intelli- 
gence into the place without difcovery. While 
this was a doing, Jehu mounts his chariot, 
and with a party of choice men advances in 
all hafte toward the city. The king had a 
{cout abroad to obferve what people pafied thar 
way, and his {cout finding Jehu at the head of 
the troops, pofted away immediately to Jeho- 
ram, with the tidings of a body of horfe up- 
on their march. ‘The king upon this dif- 
patch’d away an horfeman out of hand, with 
inftructions to go up towards the party, and 
learn who they were. ‘The meffenger went, 
and did according to his inftruétions, inquiring 
alfo into the ftate of the army; for the king, 
he faid, had a mind to know. Do not you 
trouble your head, fays Jehu, with the bufi- 
nefs of the army, but fall off into the rear, 
and march along with them. The man did 
fo, and the fcout prefently gave the king no- 
tice of it, that his meflenger had join’d the 
troops. Jchoram, upon this, fent once again 
yet with the fame inftructions, and with the 
very fame fuccefs ; when receiving no fatisfac- 
tion upon the main, he took his chariot him- 
{clf, and Ahaziah the king of Jndah gan 
Witk 





E dead witl 
marl 


We the field, acm 
mad cording to 
®, the predic- 
B ion, 





Chap. V.. 


with him, (who, as I before obferved, being 

his kinfman, was come there to vifit him; fo 

jehoram and they went out together to mect Jehu, who 
Abaaiah mect moved very leifurely, and coming into‘ the 
himinthe - feld of Naboth, Jehoram asked Jehu how 
ficld oF ee matters went in his army; the other anfwer- 
iota eine with a bitter refleétion upon the whore- 
ws doms and witchcraft of his ‘mother. ‘This 
gave Jehoram to miftruft, that that was no 

place for him to ftay in: fo he told Ahaziah 

; that he was betray’d; and_as he was driving 

gen ftrikkes away to make his efcape, Jehu fhot him thro’ 
Jehoram an the heart with an arrow, fo thar he dropp’d 


ow, and from his chariot, and foon after commanded 
MM oordersthe) = Bidkar, the captain of a third part of the ar- 
MB carcats tobe my. to take the carcafs, and caft it out into 


cat out into 


the ficld of Naboth, calling to mind what 
the prophet Elijah had formerly faid to- his 
father Ahab; to wit, that he arid his family 
were to perifh in that place; which he himfelf, 
had heard as he was fitting in a chariot be- 
‘ hind Ahab; and every thing fell out accord- 
ingly. Upon the death of Jchoram, Ahaziah 
apprehending his own life alfo tobe in dan- 
ger, turn’d off his chariot into a_by-way, 
where he thought Jehu’ would not find him; 
but following him however to a certain bank, 
he wounded him with an arrow, which ‘made 
him prefently leave his chariot, and take horfe 
to fave himfelf by flight. He got off to’the 
Be Thedeath of city of Megiddo,, where he lay a while for 
i eae his cure, and not long after dy’d of his 
I ¥ecz; wound; from whence he was carried to Jeru- 
falem, and there: bury’d, after he had ‘reign’d 
one year, and a wickeder.man by much than 
his father. 


er. 
zi 25) 26. 








CHAP. VI. 

Febu orders Fezabel to be put todeath; with Abab’s 
feventy fons, and all his relations; forty two per- 
fous of the blood of Abaziah, and all the priefis 
of the Tyvian Baal: Thetemple alfoto be deftroy- 
ed, which Abab erected to the honour of that idol. 


S Jchu came into Jezreel, Jezabel plant- 
A ed herfelf in a iturret-window, fet out 
glorioufly with drefs and ornament, to fee his 
-entry. As‘he was pafling ‘by, fhe let fall this 
ironical fcoff upon him: “* a hopeful fervant, 
“¢ (fays the) to kill his.own mafter!’”’ Jehu, 
both feeing the woman, and hearing the words, 
call’d out to her to know what the was, .and 
bad ‘her come. down; but.not coming imime- 
diately, he commanded the eunuchs:that were 
then about her to caft her down headlong, 
which they did, and the walls were blobdy 
1 with the’ dafhing of the body in the fall. 
c. win~ “When fhe came to the ground, the horfemen 
bispiversene rode over the carcafs, and trampled her’to 
"death. After this, Jchu and his friends:march- 
‘ed forward.to the palace to refrefh themfelves. 
When they had been there a-while, Jchu or- 
‘der’d Jezabel’s fervants, out -of refpeét to ‘her 
‘quality, to fee their miftrefs‘bury’d; for, fays 
he, fhe was a king’s daughter: But when they 
came to look for the body, there was nothing 
to be found but a piece of the skull, the palms 
of her hands, and the foles of her feet; the 
Thedogs eat dogs having caten up all the reft. ‘This pro- 
it’. Vidence gave Jehu more and more veneration 
ftill for the divine fpiric of Elijah, who had 
foretold, ‘¢ that dogs fhould -eat the flefh of 
*¢ Jezabel in the field of Jezrecl.” 


Jecahel is 
B alt down 


er 33: 


min, as Was 
retold, 
Ver. 36, 
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Auax had feventy fons, and all at this 2 Kings x. 1. 


timie in Samaria, where they were brought up: 
So Jehu wrote thither two letters, one to their 
governors, and the other to the magiftrates of 
the place, wherein he gave to underftand, that be- 
ing well provided of horfes, men, arms, chariots, 
and other neceflaries for war, befide fortify’d 
towns and ftrong holds, they fhould do well 
to make choice of one of the fineft, and the 
braveft young men they could pick out of the 
wholc race of Ahab, for their king, under whofe 
conduct they might revenge the death of their 
lord and ‘matter. He writ to them in this ftile, 


only to feel their pulfe, and to try how they 


ftood affeéted to his intereft, The perfons te 
whom thefe letters were addrefs’d, read them 
over and over with great care and confidcra- 
tion; and agreeing upon the main, that it would 
not be fafe;'under their circumftances, to op- 
pofe a power that had already‘been too hard 


fortwo great kings, the anfwer they refolv’d 

upon was-only in the way of a politick and ci- 

vil excufe, to let him know that they neither 

did nor would own any other lord and mafter 

than himfelf, and that they were to all purpofes 

at his.devotion. - Jehu wrote them word back 

again that if they favour’d his intereft, they 

fhould forthwith fend him the hcads of all 

Ahab’s fons, as a token and teftimony of their 
readinefs'to ferve him. -The magiftrates and 

the young mens tutors confér’d together about 

it; ‘and*without any f{cruple of tendernefs or 
compaffion, agrced among themfelvcs to cut 

off all their heads, and fend them in baskets Ahab’siever4 
to Jezrecl. The king and his friends were ty fons pies 
together at .fapper when the news was brought ¥7 "9 °°" 
him thatthe heads were come: fo he order’d 
them to be laid in two heaps before the gate, 

on cach lide one; and the next morning going 

out to view them, addrcfling himfclf to the 


‘people, ‘ I had 2 hand: (fays he) in the death 


“ of my mafter; but whofe doing is all this? ’?’ 
His bufinefs was to fatisfy the people that all 
this rigour upon the houfe of Ahab was not 


| only: according to the will of God, .but an- 


fwerable to what God himfelf had foretold 
by the mouth of the prophet. He deftroy’d 
as many, in ihort, of the family of Ahab as 
he could find, and returned afterward to Sa- 
maria, Falling into company upon the way 


: with feveral of the kindred of Ahaziah, king of 


Jerufalem, he asked them whither they were 


going ? They anfwer’d, that they were going 


to. pay their.duty to Jehoram and king Aha- 

ziah, having heard nothing as yet of their 

death by the hand of Jchu. There were two 

and. forty.of them in'number, and Jchu cau- 
fed them all to be flain, He happen’d after- Forty two of 
ward to meet with Jonadab, 2 particular Abaziah’s re- 


: ; : . lationsare pus 
friend of his, and a very good and juft.man; °°) jee 


- who, after the firft falutation, highly com- yer, 14, 


mended him for his zeal in rooting out the 


race, and family of wicked Ahab, according 


to the command and appointment of God. 
Jehu then invited him into his chariot, to go 
along with him to Samaria; telling him that, 
he fhould now fee he would fpare no apoftates, 
but put all the falfe priefts and prophets to 
the {fword, -every man of them, that -had fe- 
dueced the people from the religion of their 
forefathers into the idolatrous worthip of 
falfe gods, accounting it a glorious {peétacle 


‘for a good man to fee-the wicked: punith’d 


according to their deferts. Jonadab pee 


te 
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ted to the king’s pleafure, and waited upon 
him in his charict to the city. Jchu, as {con | 

A fearch as they came thither, caufed a ftrict fearch to 

mude after 

Anab’s rela- 


, St all to death as fat as he found them ; and be- 
tions, 2 Kings 


ing alfo refolv’d that none of Ahab’s falfe 


A proc to prophets or profane pricits fhould e{cape him, 
ceitroyallthe he circumvented them all by a ftratagem. He 
falte prielfs = appointed the people to meet in an afiembly, 
een tclling them that if Ahab feryed Baal a little, 
tosh Jehu thould ferve him twice as much, for he 


would worfhip double the numter ; and there- 
fore he would have all the pricits and prophets 
of Baal to te prefent, to afingle man; tor he 
had a great facrifice to effer to the Ged of 
Ahab, whem they called Baal, and it fhould 
te death for any pricit to ablent himfelf. So 
ke fent his metiengers up and down all over 
lirael, to fummen the pricits up to Samaria at 
the appointed day. Upen their arrival they 
had yeftments given them, which they put on. 
So Jchu took Jonadab with him into the houfe 
et Baal, where a ftriét fearch was made, that 
there might not be any perfon there prefent 
more than the fervants of Baal; for Jchu 
would net fuffer, he faid, any profane intru- 
der to intermix in that holy werfhip. When 
Jehu found that they were all Baalites, and 
jutt cnrering upon the ccrcmony, he had four- 
‘deere men fect ready at the decor, that waited 
only the word of command to break In upon 
the apoftatcs. Their erders were to put all 
the talfe prophets to the {fwerd, and to vin- 
dicate the religion of their anceftors, under 
this condition and penelty, that whoever 
fhould fpare the lite of but any one of them, 
his lite thould anfwer for the other’s. The 
word was given, and they executed their 
ccmmiffion to the uttermoftrigour. They flew 
them all to aman, fet fire to the palace it- 
felt, and fo purged the city of all its facri- 
Icgious abeminations. ‘This Baal was the Sy- 
rians idol, to whcm Ahab dedicated an altar, 
in Samaria, for the fake of Ichobal his father- 
in-law, king ot Tyre and Sidon, and affign’d 
them pricfts and prophets, and other necefia- 
ries appertaining to their religion. New Jehu 
atolith’d the rites and ceremcnies of this wor- 
fkip, tut permitted the Ifraclites to go en fill 
in the edoraticn of their golden calves. This 
feverity of his againft that impicus gencration 
was fo far pleating to him, that he fignity’d 
to him by his prophet that his pofterity fheuld 
fic upon the thrcne of Mrael to the fourth 
generation. 











CHAP. VIL. 


-ithaliab meditates a revenge upon the keufe of 
David, fer that of Akab. Fchoiada the high- 
gricff faves Feafh, the fon of Akaxiah king of 
fudab; fets kin upon the throne, and cafes 
Athaliah to be put to death. 


V HEN Athaliah, the daughter of Ahab 

king of Ifrael, and the widow of Je- 
“* horam king of Judah, came to underftand 
ia, What havock Jehu had made in her father’s 
wicked family, king Jchoram her brother af- 
fatfinaced, her fon Ahaziah dead of his wound, 
and the whole ftock upon the point of being 
utterly rooted out, fhe form’d a refolution of 
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going the fame way to work with the houfe jturions, priefts, and Levites; who planted 


Boox 1X 


of David, and not to Icave fo much as one 
man alive of the family, to pretend aiter ward 
to the kingdcm ot Judah. This was her de-~ 


te made for Ahab’s relations, and put them, tcrminaticn, and it was ncne of her fault that 


it was not exccuted: For of all the fons of 
Ahaziah, there was only one that cfcap’d ; All Aliazian, 
and the manner of his deliverance was this: PRs pura 
Jehofhabeth, the fifter of Ahaziah, and the Toa. wind 
wife of Jchoiada the high-pricft, coming into how he came 
the palace, fhe found a male child of akcut ato cfeape,ib, 
year old, whofe name was Joafh, amerg the 

dead Eedies of the fons of Ahaziah, which 

the nurfe it feems had hid there. She con- 

vey’d it away by ftealth to her own Icdgings, 

and fo into the temple, where fhe. conceal’d 

and tcok care of it, through the whole fix 

years of Athaliah’s reign over Jerufalem and 

the two tribes, and no cne of her council all 

this while was privy to the fecret but her own 
husband. 

In the feventh year Jchoiada entcr’d into Jchoida joing 
an affociation with five captains, to force the With five cp. 
goverrment out of Athaliah’s hand, and tranf- oat a 
fer ic to the right heir; fhewing them the jiah, and fe 
child that was then prefent: So that theirup Joath the 
bufinefs was now only to interchange an oath Tight heir, 
of faith and fecrecy, and io apply themfelves ©*47** 
to the execution of the dcfign; which they 
did immediately, and nct without great hope 
and confidence of fuccefs. ‘The captains that 

choiada had engaged in this enterprize, tra- 
vell’d all over the country, with fummons to The high: 
the pricfts and Levites, and feveral of the prin- prieft fum. 
cipal men in their tribes, in the high-priett’s mons the 
: : priefts, Le- 
name to go up to Jerufalcm; where Jchoiada pines ond the 
told them, that they were now call’d up for principals of 
advice, about the common gocd of the pub-the people 
lick ; and that he would lay the whole mat-jP ' Jero- 
ter before them; but it muft be kept private *™ 
however; kcfide that the cafe requir’d not 
only fecrecy, but help. Upon this he gave 
them their cath of fecrecy, and then told them 
the whole ftory without any further fcruple, 
fhewing them the child likewife that he had 
taken into his care and preferv’d. ‘* This 
“¢ child, (fays he) is your king, and a branch Joafh is pre 
“ of that family, which God hath both pro-‘ented* | 
0 sj 3 them as theit 
mifed and foretold (as you know very well) king, ibid, 
“ fhall never be wanting to fupply the throne” 
“© of David. Now it is my advice, that you 
“ divide yourfelves into three bedies; one 
third to be upon the guard of the king in Orders given 
the temple; a fecond third to fecure the for the fer 
paffes and avenues that lead to it, and the tity of, 
remainder to guard the open gate that leads the perfon of 
to the palace. As for thofe that have no arms, Joath, ibid. 
let them be in the temple, if they think fic; 
but no armed man to be admitted there, if 
he be not a prieft.” Jehoiada gave order 
alfo fora felect number of priefts and Levites 
to ftand with their {words drawn, as a guard 
about the king’s perfon, and to kill any man 
whatfoever, that fhould prefs into the temple 
with a weapon about him;. and to fecure the 
life and fatety of the king, at what rate fo- : 
ever. ‘They were all pleas’d with the advice 
and contrivance of the high-prieft. So that 
the next thing to be done, was the putting the 
project in execution. Jchoiada, upon this, o- 
pen’d a magazine of armour that David had 
long fince ftor’d up in the temple, delivering 
out lances, arrows, and what other military 
weapons were there depofited, to the cen- 


them~ 


SMELL tame oes 


ie of fehoiadt, thereke 
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chemfelves as a guard upon the temple quite} liv’d. 


round it; and fo ftriétly befer the doors, that 
not a perfon was Ict in that had no butineds 
there. The child was now produc’d with a 
royal crown upon his head, and being anoint- 
owned, 82 eq with holy ail according to form, the high- 
owed, 224 prieft pronounced him king ; which folemmrty 
prone afl was accompanied with innumerable acclama- 
niverfal joy tions, and wifhes of happy life, and victory. 
miaccima- oyer all his enemics, by the univerfalicy of 
riot, 2 81788 rhe people. 
‘Tue clamour of this outcry and proclama- 
tion was a terrible furprize to Athaliah, who 
prefently hafted away with her guards, from 


Joafh, is prom 
duced, 


xi, 12+ 


the palace to the temple, where fhe herfelf} 


was admitted by the prieft, but the foldicrs 

that follow’d her were kept out by the guards 

that were potted there by Jehoida for that ve- 

Achalith in ary purpofe. So foon as Athaliah faw the child 
ng Ve 439 upon the throne, and with a royal crown up- 
i on his head, fhe tore her garments, and call’d 
out with a loud voice to kill that traitcrous 

Athaliah put Ufurper. Jehoida, on the other fide, com- 
® odeach by mands the officers to feize that woman, and 
B the command carry her away to the brook of Kidron, and 
put her to death; bur the temple was 
not to be polluted with the blood of a force- 
refs. Order was likewiie given, that if any 
man fhould attempt a refcue, they fhould put 
him to death. ‘They that had the charge of 
this commiffion, carried her out of the gate 
by the paflage of the king’s mules, and there 
difpatch’d her. So foon as this plot againft 
Athaliah had taken efteét, Jehoida call’d all 
; the people and foldiers together, into the tem- 
Eric people ple, and gave them an oath of allegiance and 
B ikean oth fidelity to the king, for the fafety and defence 
of fidelity to of his perfon, and the honour and preferva- 
Godandthe tion of his government. After this, the king 
j King Ver 17+ himfelf took an oath of a religious reverence 
4 to God, and for the obfervance of thofe laws 
that Mofes received from heaven, and tranf{- 
mitted to the people. In the next place the 
people hafted in great numbers to the honfe of 
Baal, a temple that Athaliah, together with 
her husband Jehoram, had erc¢ted, in_con- 
tempt of the true God, and to curry favour 
A Themulti- with Ahab. This temple the multitude de- 
f uledemolith ftroy’d from the very foundations, and kill’d 
go i eels Mactan, one of Baal’s priefts, who was then 
BPS in waiting. But for the care of the holy tem- 
ple, that was committed to the charge of the 
F pricits and Levites, according to the inftitution 
I Gots wore Of David, Jchoida appointing two folemn fa~ 
Bfip reefta- crifices to be offer’d up every day, with in- 
f llhed, ibid. cenfe, according to the direétion of the law ; 
appointing porters alfo out of the number of 
the Levites, for the keeping of the temple, 
that there might not any pollution get into it 
by ftcalch. When all things were thus dif- 
etemalete pofed of, Joafh was conduéted out of the tem~- 
tepalnee, ple into the valace, by the captains, the go- 
adafecond Vernors, and all the people, where being placed 
te es fecond time upon the throne,’ and reccived 
feng, With repeated acclamations, the people gave 
them{clvcs up for fome days to mirth and feaft- 

ing, and not a foul of them but was fatistied 

with the death of that wicked woman. Joafh 

was feven years of age when he began to reign. 

ares His mother’s name was Zibia, ot Beerfheba. 
foe He was a moft ftriét obferver of the laws and 
Khoinds © Feligion of his country, fo long as Jehoida 
te 2 Kings 
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When he came attcrwards to years of 
maturity, he married two wives, with the ap- 
probation of the high-prieft, and had children 
by them of both fexes. Let this fuffice for the 
hittory of Joafh, how he cfeaped the fnares of 
Athaliah, and afterward fucceeded to the go- 
vernment. 





CHAP. VIL 


The death of Febu. Foafp fucceeds hinr, who 
orders the temple of Ferifalcm to be repaid. 
Lhe death of Feboiada. The apoflaly of Foafe- 
Zachary frowd to death. Haxael beffeges fe- 
vifalem, Foafb delivers up all bis treafure for 
the raifing of the frege, and is flain by the 
friends of Zachary. 


PFAZAEL, tlie hing of Syria, made a Ha:acl makes 
bloody war upon the Ifraclices and their # Sharp war 
king, laying wafte a great tract of land to the ee a 
eaftward beyond Jordan, particularly in the 2 Kings x. 32> 
tribes of Reuben, Gad, and Manafies, and fo 33. 
in Gilead and Batanca; not only burning and 
pillaging, but putting man, woman, and child 
to the {word alfo, wherever he came, without 
either mercy or quarter; and all this was 
done with little or no diiliculty of oppotition 
from Jehu neither, being a man thar {pent his 
whole time in a ftupid contempt of God’s re- 
ligion and holy laws. He dicd, having reign- 
ed feven and twenty ycars over Ifrael, and was 
buried at Samaria, Jehoath his fon fuccecding 
him. 
In the days of Jchoram and Athaliah, and 
of their fons, the temple was gone quite to 
ruin for want of care and repairing; fo that 
Joafh the king of Jerufalem fent for Jehoiada 
the high-pricit, to give him orders about it5 
which was, that he fhould fend pricfts and Le- 
vites into all the quarters of his dominions, to 
charge every man at * half a filver fhekel a a tax toward 
head, toward repairing the breaches and de~ repairing 
cays of the temple. But notwithftanding this ofthe temple, 
. 4 s. bur nothing 
command, there was nothing done toward it yoni it,” 
at prefent; for Jchoiada very well knew, that 2 Chron. xxiv. 
the people would not at that time be over~ 4, 5. 
forward to lay out money to fuch a ufe. But 
Joafh afterward, in the three and twentieth 
year of his reign, finding the projeét of fo 
good and needful a work to be totally for 
gotten and laid afide, he charged the high- 
pricit and the Levites with the care of it once 
again; and not without blaming them, in 
fome degree, for the former negleét of their 
duty. This put Jehoiada upon bethinking 
himfelf how the bufinefs might be brought 
about without any grievance to the pcopic; 
and in the end he fix’d upon this expedient. 
There was a wooden cheit provided, clofe ting nigh. 
wrought and lock’d, with a flic through the priett Ands 
cover of it, to receive what pieces of money out an expe~ 
foever fhould be put into it. This was to be dient for 
placed near the altar, and the people invited to Eonteiiit tons 
thew their good-will upon this occafion to- that does the 
ward the work in hand, in proportion to the work, Ver. 
zeal they had to the true religion and God’s 8-!+ 
fervice. The whole multitude was fo well 
pleafed with this method and contrivance, that 
they brought in gold and filver in a kind of 
emulation who fhould contribute moft. The 





“Rrr cheft 


chett was every : 

ed, and regifter’d by the clerk of the treafury, 

and then Jock’d up again by the prictt, who 

had the keeping of the key; and all this was 

done in the prefence of the king. 

Aco. and Wuewn they had gotten trealure enough to 
nanitahpro begin withal, the king and the high-prieft 
Cheba, wxiv, Dir’d carpenters, mafons, and other artificers 5 
ee provided the largeft and the choiceft timbers 
thar were to be gotten, and went in hand with 
the reparations, employing the oyerplus, (which 
Was Very conliderable,) atter the finiihing of 
that work, upon cups, chalices, goblets, and 
other vetitls for holy ufes, over and above the 
oblation of daily facrifices; and this order 
was exadtly obferv’d while Jchoiada liv’d, 
but in the hundred and thirticth year of his 
age he died; a man of fignal probity and juf- 
tice, and fo highly etteem’d of, as a friend to 
the heute of David, that his body was de- 
pelited in the fepulchre of the kings: After 
ne his deceafe Joaih tell off from his former zeal 
and care tor rcligion, and the princes of the 
_ people quickly tollow’d his example, to the 
degree of valuing themfelycs upon the con- 
i- tempt of holy things and dutics. Upon this 
ise pbominable apottafy, both of the king and of 
“his minitters, God {ene prophets to them to 
expottularce and reafon the matter with them, 
and to convince them of their wickednefs; 
but they were fo reprobated and harden’d in 
their iniquity, that ncither the example of their 
toretathers, and their tamilics, that had been 
cut off and rooted out, for the fame contempt, 
nor the threatenings of the prophets, wrought 
any thing upon them; but the king caufed Za- 
wiaia  chariah, the fon of the high-pricit Jehoiada, 
“ito to be iton’d to death in the very tcmple, 
aes !s seichouc any regard to the merits and good 
countels of his iather. © And what was his 

ault, but the exhorting of both king and peo- 

ple to repentance, and to the adminiitration 

ef equal juftice; and not without a premoni- 

tion of the gricvous judgments that would be- 

fal them, it they perfitted in their iniquity? 
Zachariah, with his lait breath, appealed to 

Ged, both as his judge and as his witnefs, 
«That the crime he died for was only the 

“ giving of geod advice, and being the fon 

** of a tather chac had deferved fo well from 
“ Joath; and thae the death he then fuffer’d- 

** was bur the reward of thofe fervices.” It 

BS tae . Was not long aiter this thac divine vengeance 
Jean oycrtcoox the king himieli; for Hazacl, the 
- feo. King of Svria, made an inroad into his coun- 
: trv, plundered and deftroy’d Gath, in the firit 
piace, and from thence marched to Jerufa- 
lam, where the king himfelf had taken fanc- 
tuary. Joafh was fo affrighted at the approach 
he coupoanded for 
aieccr’d up all the. 
re of che tempic, as .-cil what was de- 
dto God, as the donnti.cs of particular 
as a bribe to Hazaci, to purchafe ex- 
danger that then threaten’d 
» and fecurity tor future; which he 
acccpicd of, being a prodigious fum of mo- 
rcv, and fo railed the fiege upon it. Joath, 
m1. aiter this, fell into a dofperate fic of ficknefs, 
and the triends of Zachariah took their revenge 
tipon lim by furprize, for the murder of the 
“fon of the high-pricft. Ie was buried at ]c- 
-rululem, at the age of forty feven years; but 
a man of fo exemplary a wickednefs, that 
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day open’d, the moncy count- they would not allow him the honour of a fe- 
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pulchre among the kings his predecetflors. 








CHAP. IX. 


Amaziah fucceeds Foafh.  Feloahas inplores 
God's affiftance againft Hasael, aud obtasns it. 
His fon foafo fuccecds him. Elifba foretels 
the ruin of the Alfyvians. The death of Ha- 
zael, and the goveraiuent defcends to bis for 
dad. 


MAZIAH faceceded Joath his father Amaziah fig, 
in the government of Judah, and in the cece aah 
one and twentieth year of Joath, Jehoahaz the of yet 
fon of Jehu enter’d upon the government Of 2 Chron, x 
Tfracl in Samaria, and reigned feventeen years; 1. ; 
not fo much after the example of his father, as spends in 
after that of the worit of his former predeccet- Git vee 
fors, who liv’d in an open defiance of God and Joath, came 
all goodnefs. ‘The king of Syria, in the mean to be king of 
time had brought down his mighty power to Hirael,2King 
the miferable pittance of ten thoutand foot, The Vout of 
and five hundred horfe to truft to, over-run- kings,Vers 
ning feveral of his cities, and killing vaft 
numbcrs of his people. This calamity of the LHazael makes 
Ifraclites was forctold by Elifha in his predic- good all the 
tion to Hazacl, when he told him that he eve 
. . : : = = @ re~ 
fhould kill his lord, and poflefs himfclf of joja of hin 
the government of Syria and Damafeus. In Ver3.’ 
this unhappy junéturc, Jchoahaz had recourfe 
to God by prayers and fupplications, for de-~ 
liverance from the power and oppreifion of Ha- 
zacl. Upon which humiliation of his, that 
gracious God, who not.only cherifhes the 
innocent, but pardons the penitent, and chufes 
rather to correct and to reform the wicked, 
than to deftroy them, was prevail’d upon to 
deliver him from the burden of a ruinous war, 
by atimely peace, and to reftore his domi- 
nions to their former ftate of happinefs and 
plenty. 

Arter the death of Jehoahaz, Joafh his fon Joath the fn 
came to the government of Ifracl and Sama- of Jehoahy, 
ria, in the feven and thirticth year of the reign ne oles 
of Joafh, king of Judah, this king and the ¥,, at 
king of Jcrufalem being both of a-name. He 
held the government fixteen years; an cxccl- 
lent man, and intirely the reverfe of his ta- 
ther in his way of life and converfation, The 
prophet Elijha was now far gone in ycars3 pyima fills | 
and being at this time upon his laft bed of into his 
ficknefs, Joafh made him a vific in his extre~ death-fick- | 
mity, and out of a tendernefs to fee the good nel ane 
man labouring in his agonies, burit out into BiRvaven 
tears and lamentations; treating him in the affeétionste 
ftile of the father, the defender and protcétor vifit, Ver 
of his country; for fo long as he liv’d, the 
people were fecure, he faid, againft all their 
enemies, even without any need of arms, 
through the benefit and bleiling of his prayers 
and prediétions ; bur chat whenever he was 
taken away, they fhould be Icit naked and 
defencelcefs, at the mercy of the Syrians and 
other enemies; and therefore, ior his own 
part, he had infinitely rather leave the world 
with him, than itay in ic without him. 

Tuis compallionate fottoels wrought fo far 
upon the prophet, that to comtore the king. 
he cali’d tor 2 bow and arrows, laid bis hand 
upon it, and bad him bend it and ghoor Fe 
fhot thrice, and then pave over; fo Jdlitha 
told him, that if he fad ler Ay more fhafte, 


he 
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kingdom of the Syrians; bur fince he gave it 
off at che third fhot, he muft content himfeltf 














“Hida tells d ) ¢ 

. of three with three feveral victorics over them; where- 

yierorics he in he fhould recover the countrics they had 
ain + et 4 : 

frill cos taken from his father. The king went his way 

noatnt c ‘3 Wes 2 i 

gerisns, upon thefe words; and the prophct expired 


foun aiter. He was aman celébrated for his 
juttice, and without all difpute highly in God’s 
favour, as appears by the hiftory of the won- 
dertul things he did, and the miracles that he 
wrought in abundance, as the account of them 
ttands facred upon the records of the Hebrews 
to thisday. “fhey gave him, in fine, ‘a pom-, 
pous and an honourable interment, anfwcrable 
to the dignity and merit of fo great a faint. 
Jc happen’d, alter this, that a traveller was 
kill’d upon the way by thicves, and the body 
thrown into the prophct’s monument; which, 
Adead car- Upon the bare touch of Elitha, was immediate- 
cis revivd ly revived; fo that both dead and living, this 
by the touch prophet wrought miracles. 

fof Jslifba’s Hazact was now dead, and the kingdom 
body Vers 2" of Syria devolved by an hereditary right to 
B ofsyriade- his fon Adad, who was overthrown by Joafh 
fendsfrom | in three battles; and all that country reco- 
ee is ver’d to the raclites again, which his father 
ee 2». had wreited from them, according to the pre- 
jecoboam = diction of Elitha. Upon the death of Joath, 
i Jeroboam his fon enter’d upon the govern- 
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CHAP. & 


Amasiah defeats the Amalekites, Tdumeans, and 
Gabilites. He apoftatizes.  Foafy overcomes 
aad takes him prifoner. He delivers up Feru- 
fatem to fave his life. He is kill’d by his own 
people, and his fon Uzziah fucceeds him. 


WN the fecond year of Joafh king of Ifracl, 
W Sication in &, Amaziah came to the government of the 
B the bringing tribe of Judah, in the city of Jerufalem. His 
§ tiemurderers mother’s name was Jchoadan, a native of the 
of his father” place. He had a wonderful reverence for juf- 
: cn tice, cven in the tendernefs of his youth; and 
began his adminiftration in revenging the death 

of his father upon the heads of thofe perfons 

who had treacheroufly murder’d him, undera 

cloak of friendfhip. He brought the aflafins 

all to publick juftice, bat fpar’d their children, 

according to the laws prefcribed by Mofes, who 

thought it unreafonable to punifh the children 

tor the iniquiry of the fathers. After this he 

He made vatt Made a levy in the tribes of Judah and Ben- 
ies of his jamin, of the choiceft young men that were to 
pees be found, of about twenty years of age, little 
vith the OVC or under, and found the number to amount 
kingsof rac! to three hundred thoufand; all which he lift- 
franhun~ ed, and fet centurions over them. He treated 
ane with the king of the Ifraelites for one hundred 
nies, bur. © tHoutand.auxiliaries, at the rate ofan* hundred 
iimit’d the talents of filver for the hire of them, and the 
Iisclites, money paid down, being fully dctermin’d to 
‘Chron. xxv. make war upon the Amalckites, the Edomites, 
and the Gabilites. He was juft upon the point 
of marching againft them, when a man of God 
advifcd him by all means to difmifs the Ifrac- 
Nites; for they were a wicked generation, and 
would certainly be deftroyed, together with 
thoie that join’d with them; befide that he 
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he fhould have ruined and deftroyed the whole | had a fufficient force of his own, with God’s 
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affiftance, to overcome the enemy. The king 
having alrealy parted with his moncy, was 
not a little troubled at the thoughr of lofing 
both his pay and his men; but yer upon the 
prophet’s inftance to refign himfclf wholly to 
the will of God, undcr whofe proteétion he 
fhould be fure to want nothing, he difcharg’d 
his auxiliaries, with this compliment at the 
farewel, “That he frankly beitow’d that trea- 
fure upon them asa bounty, which they had 
received only as a hire. Immediatcly upon 
parting with his mercenaries, he advanc’d with 
his own proper troops againit the people above- ; 
mentioned, whom he overcame, and cut off Amaziah 
ten thoufand of them in one battle, and car- Se 3 
ried away ten thoufand more to the top of a eyeat eens 
great rock, that over-looks Arabia, where throw, V.1. 
they were all thrown down the precipice and 
deftroy’d; and fo Amaziah return’d home 
again with a great booty. But in the mean 
time the Ifraclitith merccnarics took it fo hei- 
noufly to be turn’d off after fo flighting a man- 
ner, and without any colour of reafon for it, 
that to revenge the affront of that contempr, 
they made an_ outrageous inroad into the king’s The merce- 
country, laying all wafte as far as Bethfemerc ; naries make 
putting three thoufand people to the fword, $7 Currigcous 
and carrying away a grcat number of their j,. king's 
cattle. country, V.12. 
AmaAzrau.was fo puffed up with the con- Amaziah, in 
ceit of this viétory, that he had no longer the pride of 
any veneration for that God who was the au- 78 Cr 
thor of it, but went over from his worfhip to from the true 
the idols of the Amalekites. The prophet, God to idola- 
upon this, went to the king and told him, that ty» Ver '4- 
he could not but wonder at his confiding in 
thofe powers, that were fo far from being able 
to proteét their fervants, that they could not 
defend themfelves, but were taken prifoners 
by the Hebrews, and carried away like flaves 
to Jcrufalem, with the reft of the fpoil. Thefe 
words of the prophet highly provok’d the 
king’s wrath, infomuch, that he bad him at 
his peril, not to meddle any further in a bufi- 
nefs that did not concern him, The prophet’s 
anfwer was, that for the future he would be 
quict; but affuring him withal, that God would 
take fevere vengeance on him for this wicked 
and idolatrous innovation in religion. 
AMAzIAH Was fo tranfported with vanity 
and infolence upon his late fuccefs, that with- 
out any regard to the hand of divine provi~ 
dence, he wrote an imperious letter fome time 
after to Joafla, the king of the Ifraclites, com- 
manding him and his people to pay the fame 
allegiance to him, which thcy had formerly 
render’d to his anceftors, David and Solomon; 
or in cafe of their refufal, to expc& a decilion 
of the caufe by the fword; to which fummons 
Joath returned this anfwer: ’ 


we 


Amaziah 
writes an ime 
perious letrer 
to Joufh, Ver. 
17. 


King Foafh to king Amaziah, greeting. 
&f I T happen’d once upon atime, betwixt Joafh anfwers 
a cyprefs-tree and a thiftle, upon Mount t ne 
Libanus, that the thiftle fent to the cyprefs, cia St 
faying, Give thy daughter to my fon to ¢he thiftle, 
wife; whereupon a wild beaft went and trod Ver. 18. 
down the thiftle. Make ufe of this cxam- ; 
ple for your own inftruction, and to mode- 


rate your ambition, without afpiring to 





* An hundred talents weighed cleven thoufand, four hundred and fix pounds, three ounces, and their value in 
filver was worth thirty four thoufand, two hundred and cightcen pounds, fifteen fhillings, I¢nglifh moncy. 
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the whole forty years of his rcign. He wasa 

prince impious to the highett degree, wholly 
abandon’d to idolatry; and fo licentious, that 

he ftuck at nothing, though never fo wicked, 

that he had a mindto; and the judgments 

that his profligate courte of life brought upon 

the [fraclites, were almoft innumerable. Ic - 

was torerold of him by Jonas the prophet, that The Prophet 
he fhould overcome the Syrians, and enlarge Jonas pom 
his territories as far as thie city Hamathon the 3t him,V. 5. 
north, and the lake Afphaltites on the fourth, 

which were formerly the bounds of the land 

of Chanaan, according to the allotment of 

-Jothua the general. Jcroboam was fo elevated ana Jero- 
upon this prediction, that he took away from boum values 
the Syrians all that tract of ground before aon wor 
fpoken of, and annexed it to his own domi- jt predie 
nions; and thercin made good the predi¢tion tion, Ver... 
of the prophet. “Now in regard that I have 28. 3 
ftrictly ticd up myfelf to wrice the hittory of 

the Hebrews with exact truth and good faith, 


** things out of your reach. Have a care that 
** this confidence and pride af yours for the 
“© overthrow cf the Amalckires, do not betray 
** you fome time or other to the lofs of your 
** life and kingdom.”” 

‘Purs anfwer to Amaziah was but fo much 
oil to the flame, and made him ten times more 
furious and implacable chan betore; God in 
his juttice giving him up, as may be reafonably 
fuppofed, to fuch a violent impotency of rage 
and paffion, as would certainly expofe him to 
the itroke of divine juitice for his impiety. In 

Raval this heat he took the field, and both armies 
cakes the ficid were drawn up in form of battle. But no, 
inarages but fooner were his men advanced within fight of 
eee the enemy, but they were initantly {truck with 
hi men ran 10 judicial a confternation and terror, that they 
everal ways turned their backs without ftriking a blow, and 
shout ttri- Aving feveral ways, Ieft Amaziah prifoner in 
king a blows che hands of his enemies, who refuled to give 


and leave ; 
Amaziah pri- him quarter upon any other terms, than that 































































Yoner, the citizens of Jerufalem fhould fer open the } I muft not pafs over whac I find recorded of 
2 Chron. xxv. gares, and receive him and his victorious ar-| this matter in holy wrie. 
“ Tne word of the Lord came unto Jo- Jonah or- 


SPS my into the town; which, betwixt the pinch 
ot necefliry and the love of life, they were 
prevai’d upon to do; fo that Joath enter’d 
the town in his triumphal charict through a 
breach of three hundred cubits of wall that 
he had caufed to be broken down, with his 
prifoner Amaziah marching before him; and 
this was the manner of his making himfelf 
matter of the place. He made a fcizure of all 
the holy plate and treafure, and of all the 
gold and filver likewife that he could find in 
the palace, carrying the whole fpoil away 
with him; and then difmifling the king, he rc- 
turned to Samaria: this calamity betel Jeru- 
falem in the fourteenth year of Amaziah’s reign. 
The people of Jerufalem, aftcr this, enter’d 
into a confpiracy againft him; fo that he was 
forced to fly for fafety to Lachifh; but that 
would not ferve his turn, for the affaffins fol- 
low’d him thither, and there they murder’d 
him. His body was carried back to Jerufa- 
lem, where it was buried with a royal ftate: 
this was the miferable end he came to, for the 
negicct of God’s worfhip, and his introducing 
innovations in rcligion. He died in the onc 
and fifticth year of his age, and twenty ninth 
of his reign, leaving his fon Uzziah the fuc~ 
ceflor to his government. 


* nah, faying, Arife and go to Nineve, and cone : 

“ there cry aloud to them, that that great hile sein 
“ kingdom is to be fuddenly deftroy’d; but fhips himmtel? 
** Jonah, to avoid the danger of being an au- another way, 
‘thor of fuch tidings to them, thought it  svoid the 
** better to flip our of the way, (asif he could Vous es 

** hide himfelf from God,) and fo went aboard ae 
“<a veffel at Joppa, that was bound for Tar- 

** fhifh in Cilicia. While they were upon the There rifts 
“© way, there arofe a violent tempeft, that put terrible tem- 
“ the mafter, the marincrs, and the pilot him- Pelt Ver.4 
* felf, all to their wits end for fear of: being 

“ fwallowed up. But it was obferved, that 

** while the crew were at rheir prayers, and 

“ labouring to keep the fhip above water, Jo- 

** nah was the only man that made no buftle, 

s* but lay flat upon his face in the hold, with 

“his head cover’d, . without doing as other 

** people did. ‘The wind ftill blew harder 

‘‘ and harder; and the ftorm encreafing, the 

“ company took up a conceit, that this cala- 

** mity had befallen them for the wickednefs 

“* of fome other of the people that they had 

““ aboard ; and fo they agrecd among them~ 

** felves to put it to the lor, who might be the 

“man. They did fo, and the lot fell upon 

“the prophet. This put. the crew upon cn- 

** quiring what he was, and what might be 

** his butinefs. He told them that he was an 

‘“* Hebrew, and a prophet to the great God; 

“ but I am the man, fays he, that has rais’d. 

“the ftorm, and you have no way Ieft you to 

** fave yourfelves and the veflcl, but by caft- 

“ing me over board. ‘They look’d upon ic 

“-at firft to be fo barbarous and inhuman an 

‘“‘ impicty, to deliver up a ftranger, and one 

‘* that had put his life into their hands, to fo 

* certain and inevitable a deftruction, that for Tonal és eat 
“ awhile they durft not refolve upon it; but aver bow, 

“in the end, partly by the extreme necefficy and she floom 
“ of the cafe, (for the fhip was upon the very Pore 
“ point of finking,) partly by the authority joys him,2d 
* of the prophet, and partly by their own after three 

** fear, they were preval'd upon, ‘and threw days a 
“ him into the fea; in which inftant the ftorm UP “i 
** ccas’d. ‘The hiftory fays, that he was taken + Hochart in 
“up by'a whale, and after three days, calt his Hicror , 


se ain, ali : "Ce » Pare Lib 
up again, alive and-unhure,-upon the fhore ao. thee 





CHAP. XI. 


The fory of Fouas. The death of Feroboam. 
fis fon Zachariah fucceeds him.  Uzziah's 
excellent qualities, conquefis, and great. care for 
Fevrufalem, but bis profperity makes him for- 
get God, and he is punifh’d for it. His fon 
Sotham fucceeds bim. Shallum kills Zacha- 
viah, and ufurps the government. Menabem’ 
kills Skatlum, and reigus ten years. Pekabiah 
his fon fucceeds him Pckah murders him, 
and teigns in his place. Tiglath-Pilefer makes 
war upon him. The virtues and good qualities 
of Jotham king of Fudab, In his time Na- 
hum the prophet foretels the deftruction of Ni- 
nerve, and the Afjrian empire. 


Eee I: the fifteenth year of the reign of Ama- 


tie fon of s 7 Z 
qosth, made ziah, Jeroboam, the fon of Joath, was 


Mink ue ee made king over Ifrael, and kept his court in /* of the Euxine Sea *; from whence, after ei hewn 
ae ng «Samaria, in the palace ct his forefathers, tor |“ pardon obrain’d from Almighty God for gor of Joi 
ePalady, his phos 


fines sive 14 
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ami goes (0 “is difubedience, he wene directly to Ninc- 
wineve after «* ve, according to his order and commiffion ; 
whist FOYE" ce Where when he was come, getting upon an 
refs the a eminence, where he might beit be heard, he 
x of oonah iii.  forecold them, that the empire of Afia was 
: Be «6 near an cnd; and fo upon che publifhing 
; « of this prophetical declaration, he went his 
“way.” This is what we find reported of 
him in the records of holy fcripture. 
B teroboan’s Bur to return now to Jeroboam. After a 
E jcign, 281985 profperous rcign of forty years, he was buried 
e 3 ah is at Samaria; Zachariah his fon fucceeding him, 
Efoafucceeds as, as Uzziah fucceeded Amaziah in the four- 
B jim, Ver 29- ceenth year of Jeroboam, to the government 
f Uwish {6° Of the two tribes at Jerufalem. His mother’s 
; cc ols name was Achia, a native of Jerufalem. He 
eas was a man naturally of great courtefy and juf- 
- tice; brave, provident, and induftrious ; made 
war upon the Philiftines, and took Gath and 
Jamnia from them by aflault, demolifhing their 
walls; and he made another expedition alfo 
againft the Arabians,who bordered upon Egypt, 
ficAmmu- and built a town near.the Red Sea, which he 
fies under committed to the guard of a ftrong garrifon. 
B coucibutiol, After this he fubdued the Ammonites, and put 
Yu.o-* thom under contribution, reducing the whole 
country as far as the fronticrs of Egypt, under 
his power; betaking himfelf in the end, to the 
ferebuilds care of the city. Where the walls were rui- 
the walls Of ~ nous or decay’d, whether by age, or by the 
Wises neglect of former governors, he rebuile them 
Bic beaches, aicw, and repair’d that breach alfo, which the 
roviding for king of the Hraelites had made, when Ama- 
meftrength ziah was his prifoner, at his triumphant en- 
adornment trance into the city. He ereéted alfo feveral 
of the city, aes 
I Yer. 9. towers of one hundred * and fifty cubits in 
height, and built caftles and feveral {trong forts 
for the fecurity of the open country, .befide a 
reat many aqueducts, cifterns, and bafons, 
or the relief of his herds and cattle, where- 
of the number was incredible, the country be- 
ing naturally difpofed for pafture. He was 
himfelf alfo a great lover of tillage, planting, 
gardening, nurferics, and all forts of husban~ 
dry. As to military affairs, he had an arm 
of three hundred and feventy thoufand fele 
men, under the command of two thoufand 
e215 brave and expericne’d officers; all well arm’d, 
with fwords, bucklers, brazen corfelets, bows, 
flings, and train’d up to the exercifc of arms, 
and the drawing up of armics, after the moft 
advanragcous way of martial difcipline. He 
had {evcral machines and engines alfo for bat- 
tery, and caiting of ftoncs and darts, befide 
grappling hooks, and other inftruments of war. 
Hivenities But his heart was fo puffed up with the vanity 
foes of thefe preparations and defigns, that the ar- 
fan ik plet rogance of his ambition for a tranfitory and 
nd veal for” an carthly glory, took him quite off from the 
Git'swore thought of bleffings cverlafting, and from the 
hip, Ver. 16. dutics of holinefs and religion, in the worfhip 
and fervice of the Almighty; infomuch, that 
he faltcr’d in his integrity, after the cxample 
of his farher, out of an impotency of mind, 
that was not able to bear up againfk the tide 
of a conftant courfe of profperity and fucccfs. 


ce 


: He makes in- 
toads wpon 

fue Phuiltines 
Band Avabtuns, 


gud brings 


His militia, 
gid mighty 
a 





‘Tue king, upon a folemn fettival day, once ae king 
drefs’d himfclt in a facerdotal habie; and went it Otice, 
inso the holy temple to offer up incenfe to the Ver, 16-19. 
Lord upon the golden alear; but Azariah the Azariah and 
high-prieft, with a train of fourfcore pricits rs prielts 
: ° Payee, orce into thé 
more along with him, rufh’d into the cemple, temple upon 
to the king, exclaiming againft the wicked- him, and op- 
nefs of that ufurpation, in breaking in upon pote him, ib. 
an office belonging peculiarly to the priefts of 
the race of Aaron, exclafive of all others; fo 
that Azariah bad him immediately to depart, 
and not provoke the wrath of God with thole 
indignities any longer. ‘The king in a paflion 
bad them be quiet without more ado, upon 
the peril of their lives; which menace was 
followed with a terrible earthquake, and the 
roof of the temple opening with the fhock o 
it, there pafs'd a beam of the fun through the 
cleft that ftruck direétly upon the facc of this 
facrilegious prince, who in that very moment Uzziah be- 
became a leper; and this prodigy was, accom- comesa lepers 
panied with another. There was a place at are 
fome fmall diftance weftward from the town, of the aiey 
that they call’d Eroge; where, by the fame Ver.20. 
earthquake, one half of a great mountain was 
torn from the other; and after it had rolled 
over and over, a matter + of four furlongs, it 
ftopt in the conclufion upon the eaft fide of a 
mountain over againft ir, having choak’d up 
the highway, and cover’d the king’s gardens 
all .over with rubbifh+. When the prictts 
found the king to be leprous, and that the 
Lord had {mitten him, they admonifh’d him 
to depart the city, as an unclean perfon, and 
not fit for common fociety. The fhame of ly- 
ing under fuch a calamity, had by this time in : 
fome meafure humbled his pride ; fo that he 
fubmitted and obey’*d; and when he had liv’d 
for {Ome time a private life out of the city, 
Jotham his fon taking upon him the admini~ 
itration of the government, his gricf brought pogorns oe 
him at laft to his grave, in the fixty cighth 43, abfence, 
year of his age, and in the fifty fecond of his and after his 
reign; and his body was laid in his gardens in death fuc- 

a monument by icfelf. ae ae 
Zacuarirau, the king of the Ifraelites, and Zachariah 
the fon of. Jeroboam: in the feventh month of murder’d by 
his reign, was murder’d by the treachery of his own do- 

one of his own domefticks, Shallum by name, meflicks, in 

- - che feventh 
the fon of Jabefh; who, upon the flaughter of month of his 
‘Zachariah, took poffeffion of the government. reign, 
It was ill got, and he loft it as ill, on the 2 Kings xv. 
thirtieth day after the ficzing of it. Mena- grim as, 
hem had at that time the command of an ar= the eae 
my that was ae Thapfa ; and upon the news ment, ibid. 
of what had befallen Zachariah, he marched || Scrip. Tir- 
away prefently with his troops to Samaria, 74 
where he fought and overthrew Shallum, put 
him to the fword, and alterward_ by his own 
authority took all the cniigns of royalty to 
himfelf, and exercifed fovercign power. With 
this victorious army hc marched to 'Thapfa; 
but the citizens fhut their gatcs upon him, and 
refufed to admit him, which put him into fuch 
a rage againft them, as revoltcrs, thathe laid 
wafte the whole country thercabouts, and in 


A miraculous 
earthquake. 


Jotham his 
fon governs in 


par a nN AL A 


* A cubit, as we've hefore obferved, heing near two and twenty inches, one hundred and fifty muft amount to 
upwards of an hundred and eighty two English feet ; that is, threefcore yards and two fect. 


{ Vix. About half a mile. 
. ‘t Thar Usziah was ftricken with a Jeprofy, 


with fich dreadful, amazing, and miraculous circumftances as Jofephus here relates, ‘ 
Nor have we any ftronger evidence to avouch the truth of the convullive throws and agonies that na- 


holy writ. 


mare is erenpon faid to have faller’d, than the word of a pricf, in a cafe chat cy nearly concern’ 
; ateltimony too weak, I think, to fway the belief of any unbigotted, 


of pricilhoac 
confiderate thinker, : 


we read in 2 Chron. xxvii. ro. but that the faét was accompanied 


we find no where recorded in. 


the privilege 
unprejudiced, and impartial, 


srr the 


FLAVIUS 


the end took the rown by affaule, put them all 
‘OS roche fword, without {paring to much 2s a 
‘.. child, to the highett degree of cruclcy that 
acl ¢\er was heard of; for he exercifedl chat mer- 
cileis rigour and inhumanity upon his own 
countrymen, that would have been unpardon- 
able, even coward the worlt of Barbarians 
themtelves 3 and his government was not much 
cafier for the whole ten years of his reign over 
ne hing Ifracl. He was threaren’d, after this, with an 
“uty invafion by Pul, the king of Affyria; but he 
we 8! durtk noc run the rifque of a battle, and fo came 
cpa, toatimely agreement with him, for the com- 
cocky fis policion of a ® thoufand talents of filver, which 
yewe,Vert>.he railed upon the people at fifty fhekels a 

: 5 head. He died foon after, and was buried at 
ba- Samaria, leaving Pekahiah, the next heir, to 
+fucceed him; who inherited the inhumanity 
Sas“ and ill-nature of his father, as well as the go- 
2 dain by Vernment. But his time was fhort; for after 


















1, who Wo years reign, he was cut to pieces, together 
_ with feveral of his friends, at a publick feaft, 
sy F&2"% by che creafonous practice of Pekah, the fon of 
Spent: 


govern 


Remaliah, one of his tribunes; who withal 
icized upon the government, and reigned a 
matter of twenty years; leaving it a quettion 
at latt, whether he was more remarkable lor 
his impiety to God, or for his injuttice towards 
men? , 
Iw the davs of this Pekah, Tiglath-Pilefer, 
king of the ‘Affyrians, invaded the Ifraclites , 
rhe and after the fubduing of the land of Gilead, 
ar-and-the country beyond Jordan, together with 
' that pare of Galilee that lies next it, as alto 
“ Ver Cyrdida and Afora, he took the inhabitants pri- 
a foners, and carried them away into his own 
country; of which I have faid fufficient in this 
place. rg 
Joruam, the fon of Uzziah, reigned In Je- 
rafalem over the tribe-of Judah, his mothera 
native of that city, and her name Jerufhah; a 
12 j.& prince famous and celebrated for all exccl- 
ess lent qualities and virtues; a man exemplary 
fur his- reverence to God, for his juftice to 
men, and for the care he took of the common- 
wealth; making it his bufincfs to keep all 
things in order, and to reétify what he tound 
aimifs. - He repair’d the decays of the porches 
and gallerics in the temple; made good the 
““* cley walls, where they: were falling to ruin; 
“ creéted Large and ftrong towers; brought the 
pork,  Ammonices under the coritribution of a+ hun- 
Vo o-:. 0 dred tulents a year, || chircy choufand chomers 
of wheat, and as many of barley, advancing 
the kingdom alto to fuch a ftate, that the peo- 
ple were both happy at-home, and formidable 
abroad, 
Pe Speige Ix the reign of this prince, there appcar’d 
“Va propher, whofe name was Nahum; and he 
eo ner toretold the deitruétion of Nineve, and the 
: dubverion of the Aifyrian empire, in manner 
sosrea ay follows: ‘ The condition of Nineve, fays 
“Che, thall be like that of a fith-pool, in a 
Violent agitation of the waters before a great 
wind. ‘The people ihall fly away before the 
“florin, in trouble and conlufion 5 calling 
out ene to another, hold, ftay a Jitele, and 
“take yuur gold and your filver along with 
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* A thoufind talents weighed one hundred, fourteen thoufand, and fixity two,pounds, fix ounces, and their 
and forty two thoufind, one hundred and eighty fven pounds, ten fhil- 


value in filver amounted to three hundred 
Tings, Paelith money. 


j We tave adjutted the weight and value of an hundred talents a little 
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Book IX 


you, and no body fhall mind ic; for their 
lives {hall be much dearer to them than 
their treafure. They fhall have defperate 
factions and divifions among themfelves; 
weeping and wailing, with the knocking of 
their knees, and death in their faces. What 
will become of the habitation of the lions, 
and the dams of the lions whelps?” ‘ Ni- 
neve, fays the Lord, I will ftrike thee out 
from off the face of the earth, and put an 
end to the outrages of the wild beafts, that 
thou haft fent into the world.” ‘The pro- 
phet’s predictions about Nineve were more at 
large 5 but the particulars are not neceflary for 
my purpofe, and would appear tcdious, per~ 
haps tothe reader. Let it fuffice that the pro- 
phecy was fulfilled a hundred and fifteen years 
after; and fo I fhall fay no more of it. 








CHAP. XIE 


The death of Fotham. Abas fuccceds him, Re- 
sin and Pekab make war upon him, Abas 
overthrown Ly Pekah, with a prodigious flaugh- 
ter. 


J 


OTHAM departed this life in the one Jotham five 
and fortieth year of his age, and the fix- one and fury 
tcenth of his reign; and Ahaz iri the courfe of years, ad 
an hereditary right fuceeeded him. He was ane 
the moft impious prince of all that ever fat up- phar fac. , 
on that throne, both for his apoftafy from the cceding hin, 
laws of his country, and for his idolatry, in 2Chronxsii 
imitation of the kings of Ifracl. He built ee 
alters in Jerufalem 3; facrific’d to idols upon Ay idolstroy 
them, and his own fon among the reft for a anda bloody 
burnt-offering, after the manner of the Cha- prince,V.r4 
naanites,; and a great many other things he 

did too, equally as bad as this. While Ahaz 

was in the courfe of thefe wicked cxtrava- 
gancies, Rezin the king of Damafcus, and Pe- 

kah the king of the Ifraclites, being join’d in 

a league of amity and alliance, marched to- 

gether, with united forces, up to Jerufalem, 
prefling it hard with repeated aflaults, and ly- 

ing a confidcrable time before it; but the place 

was fo well fortified and defended, that they 

were forced to quit it in the conclufion. In 

the mean while the king of Syria poffefs’d hime The king of 
felf of the city Elath by the Red Sea, put all Syria makes 
the inhabitants to the fword, and introduced terrible hx 
a colony of Syrians into their places. He pof- aa 
fefs’d himfelf, after this, of feveral caftles and pergrnsto 
ftrong holds; did terrible execution upon the Jamateus, 
Jews, and fo with a prodigious booty marched Ver. © 
his army back again to Damafcus. 

When the king of Jerufalem came to une 4 parle te- 
derftand that the Syrians were gone away, he ewisxt the tse 
look’d upon himfelf to be a match for the kings of Je 
king of Ifracl, and fo drew out an army againft Sate Te 

. fees a a rael, wher 
him; but his wickednefs was fo great, that jy one hun 
God in a juft indignation gave the vitory to dred and 
his enemy, with the lofs of a hundred and twenty tho 
twenty cthoufand of hismen. Jn the fame bate Lie 1 belie 

a : ; cil el, bet 
tle, Zachariah, the general of the Ifraclites, jyjgoners ol 
kill’d Amita, the fon of Ahaz, in a fingle en= their own, 


counter, and flew alfo Azica, the captain of brethre, 
: pumerable, 


2 Chron 
yxviit. fod 











above, in pe 24.9, which fee. 


I! A chomer contained abone fix hundred and five Englith pints; ‘thirty thoufand chomers therefore mult amount 
tragic aiden, ane bundred and fifty thoufind Lnglit pints. 
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the guards ; taking Elkanah, the gencral of | a great part of the land of the Ifraclites, car- 


the Jews troops, prifoner; belide an infinicc 
number of captives of both fexcs, of the Ben- 
jamitcs, that they carried away, and fo re- 
turned with the fpoil to Samaria. ‘here was 
‘The prophet at that time a prophet in Samaria, whofe name 


Obel re- was Obel #, who went out of the town to meet 
roves (1 “*" the army in their return before the walls, cty- 
guclites for 


making flaves ing out to them with a loud voice, that they 
of their own Were not to look upon this viétory as an ad- 
tribes andre- vantage gain’d by their own virtue and valour, 
Jations, but as a judgment from heaven upon king Ahaz., 
2 Girel,;. ‘Whe prophet therefore told them, they were 
xxvELL, Q-e1T- prop s : My y 
to blame not to reft fatished with the profpe- 
rous fuccefs of their undertaking, without ma- 
king flaves of their kindred and relations of 
the two tribes; advifing them by all means to 
fer them at liberty, and fend them home again, 
without offering any indignity to their perfons, 
upon the peril of falling under God’s difplea~ 
fure, if they refafed it. The Ifraelites, upon 
they calla this admonition, call’d a council to deliberate 
council, Vere what to do upon this occafion. The queftion 
1a 13 being put, there ftood up one Berechiah, a man 
of great authority in the aflembly; who, with 
three more, declared themfelves utterly againft 
the bringing any of the prifoncrs into the town,’ 
for fear God’s vengeance fhould fall upon all 
the reft. They had enough to anfwer for, in 
tranfgreffions already paft, that the prophet had 
denounced againft, withour any need of cn- 
creafing the provocation, or the number. | ‘The 
foldicrs were fo far wrought upon by this con- 
tideration, that they gave their prifoners leave 
and liberty to go whither they would, and to 
take what they would along with, them; 
whereupon the four perfons aforefaid fer them 
free of their bonds, appointed care to be ta+ 
ken of their bodies, furnifh’d them with pro- 


and aileharee vifions for their journey, and fo difmifs’d them 
A their prifo~ 


fafe back again 3 bearing them company them- 
mV t5-Celves as far as beyond Jericho. And when 
they had brought them on their way within a 
little of Jcrufalem, they returned to Samaria. 








CHA P. IIE. 


Tiglath-Pilefer joins with Mhaz. They ravage 
Syria; kill Rezin king of Daziafcus, aud take 
the place. The witkednefs aud death of Abaz. 
Flezckial fucceeds hin  Hofia murders Pe- 
kab, and feises the kingdom  Salmanexer 
overthrows Hlofia. Hezekiah reftores God's 
worfbip, and overconies the Philiflines. 


“ie 1118S laf blow from the Ifraclites forced 
Ahayz. to bethink himfclf of calling in 
afliftance toward the carrying on of the war. 
150 he fent an embafly to ‘Viglath-Pilefer, the 
king of the Affyrians, with promifes of great 
fums of moncy, and magnificent prefents in 
hand, craving fuccours from him againft the 
Ifraclices, and thofe of Syria and Damafcus. 
‘This prince no fooner heard of the defire and 
propolal of Ahaz, but he march’d immediate- 
Ikliy: Syria ly to hisaid, laying the country of Syria wattc, 
ep dots taking Damafcus by affaule, and putting king 
Nony en Ieezin to the fword. 
he tranfplanted to the Upper Media, and fup- 
Wheantplants pli¢d their places at Damafcus, with colonics 
of his own people; and then he depopulated 


Mian gains 

B Vigkuh-Pile- 
fr over to 
him, by vaft 
proamifes anc 
refenrs, 
UCinges xvi. 
hoe 


Waohabi- 
Yan, Ver to, 








* Scrip, Oded. 


The people of Damafcus ' 





} lu 2 Nings xviii. 1. tis hid, he began his reign in the third year of Hotea, 


rying away vaft numbers of them prifoners. 

After the harafling of the Syrians at this ratc, 

Ahaz took all the gold and filver out of the 

king’s treafury, and that likewife out of the 

temple, with all the rich donatives and pre- 

fents, and carried the whole mafs along with 

him,to Damafcus; where, according to his 

agreement, he deliver’d all up to the king of Ahaz makes 
Aflyria, with acknowledgments for the favour bim 2 prefent 
of his relief, and fo returned back again to Je- SESE, 
rufalem. | Now this king had fo litcle fenfe, se plate and 
either of honour.or of reafon, that the mortal treafurein the 
enmity betwixt him and the Syrians, did not pple ae ‘ 
hinder him yet from worthipping their gods, PU*V«r ® 
and joining in their ceremonies; vainly.pcr- 

fuading himfelf that they would be propitious 

to his arms, in favour of. his impious zeal ina 

falfe worfhip; and then when he was over- 

come, on the other hand, his bufinefs was to 

make friends of the gods of the Affyrians; fo 

that no fort of idolatry came amifs to him, pro- 

vided he might but keep clear of the reverence 

he owed to the true God, and to the religion 

and traditions of his anceftors. ‘This apoitaly 

was the caufe that drew down the .wrath and 

vengeance of God upon him. Nay, the con- 

tempt and averfion that he had for the honour Ahaz. fhuts 
and fervice of God, was fo extravagant, that up the temple 
after he had robb’d and rifled the temple of all aoe God 
that was precious in it, he commanded the ve- de gee, 
ry doors to be kept fhut too, out of pure fpite hip, 

to God and goodnefs, and to prevent the cc- 2 Chron. 
lebrating of any act or office of religious wor- **V" 24 - 
fhip in that holy place. But at laft, aftcr a pe death 
conftant courfe and exercife of thefe outragcous age, and reign 
impicties, he departed this life at thirty fix of Ahaz, Ver. 
years of age, and in the fixtcenth of his reign, 1727. 
leaving his fon Hezekiah his fucceflor to the go- Hezekiah his 
vernment. About this time Pekah king of I{- fon facceeds, 
racl loft both his government and his life, by Chron. xxix. 
the treachery of a court-confident, whofe name foes trea 
was Hofea, who enjoy’d the fruit of an im-cheroufly 
pious violence and ufurpation, for the fpace of kills Pekah,. 
nine years. He was onc of the worft of men ; # Sings xv. 
and in his life and converfation he fhewed, not ?* 
the leaft thought or belicf of a God. .. Salma-' 

nezer, the king of the Affyrians, Iced an army salmanezer 
againft him, and being caft off by God, whom makes lofea 
he himfelf had rejeéted and defpifed, he was his tributary, 
cafily overcome, and fore’d to fubmit to the ce aie 
terms of a tributary. ee ‘ 

In the fourth payee of Hofea’s reign, He- pezekiah 
zckiah came to be king of Jcrufalem.. He was king of Jeru- 
the fon of Ahaz, by Abi, a native of that.ci- falem in the 
ty; ‘a perfon endowed with excellene, intel- Purch of He- 
leétuals, and naturally a lover and practifer 
of picty and juftice; for the firft thing he did 
upon his coming to the throne, was to provide 
for the comfort of his people, in fectling the 
main affair of rcligion and God’s worthip; to 
which end, he immediatcly fummon’d a mect- 
ing of the pricits and Levitcs, and treated them 
with a difcourfe, as it is reported, to. this ct 
feét: “TI thall not need to mind you of the Hezekiah to 
“ many and the great calamities thac have be~ the prietts 
“© fallen you for the iniquitics of my dather, ee 
* in not rendering to Gad the honour due to yuck nf ies 
* him, and for the madacfs of your being pre- ttoring Godt 
“ vail’d upon to pay a divine adoration to his worhhip, 
“ idols; wherefore being now taught by wo- eet 
“ fal expcricnce, how dangerous a thing it is rms 
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to prevaricate with the Almighty, it is my 
advice, that all pait mifcarriages may be 
forgotten, and that you purify and purge 
© vourfelves, together with the pricits and 
Levies, from all your former pollutions 5 
and after that preparation, that you fet open 
the doors of that holy place ; and when you 
* fhall have reftor’d ic to the ftate of its ort- 
ginal purity and reverence, by confecrations, 
expiatory luftrations, and facrifices in form, 
we mav then promite ourfelves that God will 
pardon cur impictics, and profper us in all 
cur undertakings.” The pricits were fo 
elevated and encouraged by this advice of the 
King’s, that they prefently open’d the temple, 
clear’d it of all prophane impurities and de- 
filements, made ready their holy velfels, and 
laid cheir facrifices upon the alear, according 
te the Jewith manner. ‘The king, in the mean 
time, fent metlengers through all his domi- 
nions to fummon the people up to Jerufalem, 
to the teatt of unleavened bread; which had 
or been then a long time intermirted, through the 
impious neglect of former kings; exhorting 
and inviting the Ifraclites alfo to forfake the 
* SS® practice of their idolatrous fuperftitions, and 
return to the exercife of the true religion, and 
to the worthip of the true God; promiling 
them thar they fhould have free leave and li- 
erty tocome and go, and to celebrate this 
feftival in common with his own people. He- 
zekiah told them, that it was not for his own 
fake, but for theirs, that he gave them this in- 
vication; and that they themielves fhould find 
the comfort of ic, if they follow’d his coun- 
fel. But when the Ifraclites heard of the mef- 
fage, they were fo tar from giving any heed 
to it, that they had the meffengers in derifion, 
and treated the prophets contemptibly, for the 
good office of adviling them to return to their 
duties, and toretelling them the miferics that 
fhould befal them, without a timely humilia- 
tion and repentance. And their outrage did 
net ftop here neither, for they took ieveral 
and put feve- of them afterward, and put them to death*, 
iotthe pro- Ar this rate they went on from one wicked- 
ro nefs to another, and never gave over, till God 
in his wrath avenged himfelf upon them for 
their impiety, by delivering them up into the 
hands of their enemies, as will be fecn in its 
proper place. But there were great numbers 
yet of the tribes of Manafles, Zabulon, and 
Itfachar, that had cheir hearts touch’d with 
this premonition ct the prophets, and who 
went in great numbers up to Hezckiah at Je- 
rufalem, to worthip. 
Wren the multitude was there gather’d to- 
ther, the king went up to the temple, toge- 
er with the princes and the people, where 
facrificed tor himfelf feven bulls, feven 
ams, and as many goats; and when he had 
firtt laid his hands upon the heads of the vic- 
tims, both the king and the princes Ieft the 
execution to the pricfts, who cut the throats 
oi the facrifices, and burnt them whole, the 
Lesices ftanding in a ring about them, finging 
divine hymns, and accompanying their voices 
with mufical inftruments, in fuch manner as 
David had preferibed to them of old, the reft 
of the priefts joining in the concert. When this 
was over, the king and the pcople caft them- 
felves proftrate with their faces upon the ground, 
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and worfhipped the Lord. He tfacrificed after 
this, feventy bullocks, 2 hundred rams, and 
two hundred Iambs; beftowing alfo fix hun- 
dred bullocks, and three thoufand other cat- 
tle, as a largefs for the entertainment of the A donative 
people; and when the pricits had done their over and 
parts according to the cuftomary method and 2G) = 
order, the king himfelf made good cheer, 24° rey 
and communicated with the people, joining to~ 
gether in praifes and thank f{givings. 
Tue featt of unicavencd bread was now co- 
ming on, and in the time of their preparations 
for the feaft of the pafluver, they ofler’d up a 
courfe of other facrifices, for feven days fuc- 
ceffively, and the king beftow’d upon the peo- 
ple, out cf his own bounty, two thoufand 
bulls, and feven thoufand of other cattle, over 
and above their own number; the princes like- 
wife, after Hezekiah’s example, fupcradding 
out of their own liberality, a thoufand bulls, 
and a thoufand and forty of other beafts; in- 
fomuch, that from the days of Solomon ©0 Never fachy 
this particular time, there was never fuch 2 fo- folemnity 
lemnity known to be fo fplendidly celebrated. piss ue days 
So foon as this fettival was over, they made ¥,.° 8™™ 
ic their nexe work to purge the whole coun- , 
try, having firft purificd Jerufalem iclelf trom 
the abomination of theiridols. ‘The king then A thorough 
appointed daily facrifices, according to the aoe 
law, to be fupplied out of his own ftores, and 7 )fONes 
commanded the people to prefent the priefts 
and Levites with their tenths and firft fruits, 
that they might not be taken off by any com- 
mon bufinefs from their attendance upon the 
altar. By this means they were abundantly 
furnifhed with all forrs of fruits and provifions. 
The king alfo ordered the building of grana- 
rics and ftore-houfes, for the common ufe and 
fervice of them{fclves, their wives, and chil- 
dren, to be diftributed in proportion to their 
fhares; fo that by thefe degrees, the antient 
difcipline came in fome meafure to be reftor’d. 
Marrers being thus fettled, the king made The king 
war upon the Philiftines, and over-ran their over mun 
country, {ubduing all their cities, from Gath prititines, 
to Gaza, which he added to his own territo- 2 Kings xviii 
ries. But the king of Affyria, in the mean 8. 
time, fends a meflage to him to demand the 
tribute from him, which was formerly paid 
him by his father, with a menace, in cafe of 
refufal, to take his country trom him; but 
Hezckiah did fo abfolutely depend upon the 
goodnefs of God, the confcience of his own 
innocence, and the veracity of the prophet 
Ifaiah, from whom he was fure to be forewarn- 
ed of the event of things, that he gave no heed 
at all to the menaces of the Affyrians. And 
fo much for the ftory of this king. 








CHAP. XIV, 


Salmanazer takes Samaria; deftroys the kingdont 
of Tfracl, carries away Hofea, and all his peo- 
ple, prifoners 5 and plaits the kingdom of Ifract 
with a colony of Chuthites. ~ 


PON intelligence given to Salmanazer 
l king of Affyria, that the king of Mrael 
was cnter’d into a fecret treaty with So, the 
king of Egypt, to join in an alliance againit 
him, the Affyrian, in a furious indignation, 





* The Scripture niakes no mention of any of the hing’s uieflengers, or prophets, who were put to death on the 


account of this meifize. 


prefently 


Chap. XI. 


prefently marches with his army againft Sa- 
maria. (‘This was in the fevenrth ycar of the 
reign of Hofea, and ‘the ciry ftanding out 
againft him.) Inthe third year of the ficge, 
and in the ninth of the prefene king, he took 
salmanazer it by affaule, in the feventh year of the reign 
nkes Samaria Of Hezekiah king of Jerufalem. The lofs of 
b affalty w,this place was the final ruin of the kingdom 
een Of Ufrael; the people were all tranfplanted 
tate apri- into Media and Perfia, and Hofea the king 
joner, und the taken with them alive ; while the king of Ai- 
copie tran! fyrig brought others from thence in exchange, 
Sean as far as Chuthah, a river of Perfia, to re-peo- 
and ple the land of the Ifraclites, and fo to plant 
xviii. 9--12- in Samaria, and up and down that country. 
The date of Tur1s tranfportation of the ten tribes from 
rhe trantpor~ the place of their abode, fell out to be about 
raclOn. nine hundred and forty feven ycars, from 
the coming of their forefathers out of the land 
of Egypt, to their taking pofleffion of that 
land betore, by force of arms; cight hundred 
years from the days of Jofhua, and two hun- 
dred and forty years, feven months, and feven 
days after the revole from Rehoboam, the 
grandfon of David, to Jeroboam, of whom 
we have fpoken heretofore. This was the mi- 
{crable end of that ftiff-necked people, that 
would neither be fubjeét to laws, nor hearken 
to the voice and precautions of their prophets, 
though they foretold them, that their certain 
deftruétion was at hand, unlefs they departcd 
immediately from their evil ways. Now the 
the revolt rife of all thefe calamities took its date from 
from Reho- that feditious revolt from Rehoboam, in ad- 
Le vancing a {ervant over the head of his matter ; 
mifehief. who, In contempt of God, and his holy laws, 
drew the indignation of Heaven upon the peo- 
ple, by corrupting them into the practice of 
the fame abominations, after his example. But 
the juftice of God came home to him in his 
own perfon too in its duc f{eafon. 

Tue king of Affyria, in finc, ravaged with 
his army, and domincer’d every where in Sy- 
ria and Phoenicia. ‘There is mention alfo made 
of his name in the hiftory of the Tyrians; for 
in the reign of Eluleus, as Menander has it 
in his annals, (that were tranflated out of the 
‘Tyrian language into Greek,) he made war 
upon Tyre. His words are to this purpofe: 
“ This fame Eluleus reigned thirty fix years ; 
“ and upon a revolt of the Gittaans, he fent 
a fleet thither, that reduced them to his 
obedience; and the king of the Affyrians 
fent out an army alfo againit him, and in- 
vaded the whole country of Phoenicia; till 
upon the conclufion of a peace, he march’d 
with his troops back again. Some fhort 
time after this exploit, the cities of Sydon, 
Arce, Pale-Tyrus, and feveral other towns, 
went over from the Tyrians, to the Affy- 
rian king; who taking it fo heinoufly to 
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** fee the Tyrians the only people thar dif: 

“* puted his authority and power, he difpatch’d 

a navy againft them of fixty fail, and eight 

hundred rowers, under the conduct of the 

Phoenicians, which the Tyrians encounter’d, 

with only twelve veffels; broke the whole 

body, and took five hundred of the rowers 

prifoners. The fuccefs of this encounter 

gave them a wonderful reputation for their 

skill and ability in naval affairs. The king 

of Affyria, upon this affront, returns, and 

fets guards along the river, and upon all 

{prings and aquedutts, to keep the T'yrians 

from water. The Tyrians labour’d under 

this diftrefs for a matter of five years, when 

they were forced to relieve themfclves from 

pits of their own digging.” 

‘T’uis is what we find written of Salmana- Of the Chis 

zer in the chronicles of the Tyrians. Now thites, and 

the new-comers in Samaria are called Chu- 1) Scion 

thites, from a country of Perfia of that name, xvii 24.” 

and from the’ river Chuthah, trom whence 

they had their original, There were five na- 

tions of them, and they brought as many of 

their own country gods along with them, high- 

ly provoking the true and the great God to in- 

dignation againft them, for the worfhip they 

paid to thefe idols; fo that they were vilited A dreautul 

with fo * dreadful a plaguc, that the place’ phigue among 
: pe : them for thety 

was well nigh unpeopled with it; and finding jie" yr 

no relicf trom any human means, they were ys. 

advifed by the oracle to have recourfe to the The oracle 

worfhip of the great God; for their cafe was fends them 

defperate and hopelefs, without fach an appli- tS te seat 

cation, The people immediately upon this fief, 

fent for commillioners to attend the king of They petition 

Affyria with a petition, thar he would be the king of 

pleafed to fend them fome of the pricfts that ee Toaeoe 

were carricd away captives with the Iraclites. the captive 

This being granted, and the priefts brought, pricfts fent 

as they defired, they had the law of Mofes them,Ver. 26: 

read, with an explication upon the prattice, oer ein 

and the reafon of their religion and difcipline, jn the law of 

which had fo wonderful an effeét upon them, Mofes, V. 28. 

that they gave themfelves wholly up to the 

ftudy and exercife of it; and foon after this 

the peftilence ceafed. Now the #! people of 

that country retgin’d to this day the name ot 

Cuthites, among the Hebrews ; but the Greeks 

cal) them Samaritans. ‘They are a people un- The Chu- 

fix’d and changeable in their opinions and in- thites ftill fide 

clinations, accommodating themfelvcs to the ee 

prefent time and occafion. So long as the” 

Jews are profperous, we are all of a blood, 

they cry, and of the lineage of Jofeph; but 

if they happen-to fall under any affliction, or 

adverfity, alas, fay they, we have nothing to 

do with them, they are ftrangers to us: we 

came a great way off, they fay, into that coun- 

try, and the like. But of this in its proper 

place. 





* See 2 Kings xvii. 26. and Bochart’s Hieroz. Iib. iii. c. 


} Sec Voffius’s epiftle to Calvius, p. 394. 
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Sewaackerib enters Fudab with a mighty army ; 


withdraw , receives the money, and breaks his articles. 
tke frege of Ferufalen to Rabfoaketh. 
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442 ~N the fourteenth year 
8 of Hezekiah, king of 
k= the two tribes, Sen- 
nacherib the king of 
Affyria marched a- 
gainfthim with a pow- 
erful and well-ap- 
pointed army; and 
having taken all the 
citics of Judah and 
was now ready to ad- 


n by atlaule, he 
ance toward Jerufalem, when an cmbatly came 
‘ta him wich an ofler of fubmiffion to his power, 


and or puving him tribute. Scennachcrib gave 
the embafludors audience, and refolved imme- 
diately to deft from the war, and to treat up- 
en the higu’s terms, promifing with che folem- 
way bitw ot an oath, that upon the receipt of # 
“thrve hondred talents of filver, and - thirty 
of gold, he would depart with his army, with- 
eutatt moting any att of hottilicy againtt him. 
Hie hiah, upon this affurance, emptied all the 
{ , 00) tieadttnies, and fene him the money, in confi- 
pho a dene ot the enemy's departure according to 
te eo discoehy and chat he mighe reign afterward 


I. 


conditions with Hezekiah for a fim of money to 
He carries the war into Egypt, and leaves 


Lhe prophet Yaiah promifes, Hezekiah affiftance frono 


rian took the money, but broke his word; for 
he marched himfelf with his troops againft the 
Egyptians and Ethiopians, and left Rabfha- 
keth licutenant-general, with Tharata and 
Anacharis, as collegues with him, to carry on 
the war againft Jcrufalem. Upon the drawing Rabshaketh 
up of their army, they pitch’d their camp demandsa 
within fight of the walls of the town; and featy, Vs 
5 ? : ezekiah 
by a meflenger fummon’d Hezckiah out to a ands out de 
parley. Hezekiah was not willing to truft puties, ibid 
himfelf, and therefore fent out three of his 
particular fricnds to fupply his place; that is 
to fay, Eliakim, his deputy-governor ; Shcb- 
nah and Joah, keepers of the records. Upon 
their coming out of the town, and prefenting 
themfclves before the officers of the Affyrian 
army, Rabfhaketh, ftaring them in the face, Rabfhaketh 
bad them carry their mafter this meflage ; treats them 
© That the great king Sennacherib would fain Pea 
° ~and {corm, 
know what confidence he valued himfelf Vo, 19-35) 
upon, that he fhould dare to make any great 
difliculty of owning that great king for his 
mafter, and to refule entrance to his army 
into the city? What, fays Rabfhakcth, 
does he flattecr himfelf with hope of relief 


Vee without any difficulty or danger, ‘The Afly-1“ from Egypt, as it’ the Egyptians were in a 
Ly ae nn A SS SSS SSP sssehstentsesereemnn nested astra dtasssnvrcuhsstuvtsnenanssssannseren! 
* Phece bundred talents weighed thirty four thoufind, two hundred and eighteen. pounds, nine ounces, and 


ther 
: 


value in filver amounted to one hundred and two thoufand, fix hundred and fifty fix pounds, five fhillings. 
Voirty talents weighed three thoufind four hundred and twenty one pounds, ren ounces, and ten penny weights, 


« dither value in gold amounted to one hundred and fixty four thoufind, two hundred and fifty pounds, Ponglids 
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condition to cope with the army of my 
mafter ? Why certainly he muft be worfe 
than mad, to imagine it, and to truft to a 
broken reed thas will both deccive him, if 
he trafts to it, and run into his hand, and 
wound him, if he lays any ftrefs upon it. 
Bur, fays Rabfhaketh, you are to inform 
your maiter, that this expedition is not at- 
tempted without God’s holy will and di- 
rection, who will as certainly give the king 
of Affyria vidtory over Hezekiah and his 
fubjeéts, as he hath already made him viéto- 
rious over the Ifraclitcs.”” Rabfhaketh de- 
liver’'d himfclf in Hebrew, being a language 
that he was well skill’d in; but Eliakim fear- 
ing the effect fuch a difcourfe, in a known 
tongue, might have upon the multitude, defir’d 
him rather, if he pleafed, to fpeak Syriack, 
Now Rabfhaketh very well underftanding 
what the other was afraid of, raifed his voice, 
and continued his difcourfe fill in Hebrew, 
to this purpofe: “ Pray, fays Rabfhaketh, let 
“ your people hear, and underftand the com- 
<* mands of my matter; for it concerns them 
“¢ fo to do, and to render themfelves in fea- 
“fon. It is the bufinefs, I know, both of 
“ yourfelyes and of your king, to feduce your 
“¢ people with vain and empty hopes of de- 
“ tending themfelves by force; but if you 
*¢ have the courage to put ic to a hazard, or 
“ any fort of pretence to beat off this army 
“ from your walls, I am ready to furnifh you 
“© with two thoufand horfe, if you will only 
“ undertake to find riderstothem. But, alas! 
you have not riders wherewithal to try the 
experiment. If it be fo, why are you then 
fo long a deliberating upon a thing you will 
be compell’d to do in the conclufion, efpe- 
cially in a cafe where you are fafe, if you 
do it willingly, and run all the hazards in 
the world, if you ftay to be driven to it up- 
on conftraint; as the weakcr mutt of necef- 
fity yield at lait to the ftronger ?” 

‘Tuxs was all fpoken in the hearing, as well 
of the people as of the deputics; and no 
fooner brought to the king’s ear, but he im- 
mediately divefted himfelf of his royal robes, 
and put on fackcloth, after the cuftom of the 
country, in token of his humiliation, cafting 
himfelf proftrate upon the ground, and implo- 
ring the aid and favour of Almighty God, be- 
ing utterly hopelefs of any comfort clfewhere. 
He fent likewife fome of his particular friends, 
together with others of the priefthood, to the 
prophet Haiah, to defire him that he would in- 
tercede with the Lord, by prayers and facri- 
fices for the common fafety, and for the abate- 
ment of the pride and power of the enemy, in 
Thepropher Compaflion to his people. ‘The prophet com- 
buh mes plied with the king’s requeft, and fucceeded 
ei {o far in his mediation, that he was authorized 
nobtaing ” DY a divine revelation to bid the king and his 
aatarance friends be of good courage; for the enemy 
‘vetory — fhonld be overcome without a batele, and aban- 
ie qieties don his defign with lofs and difgrace; that his 
.?-' ftomach fhould be brought down, and that the 
hand of the Almighty fhould be upon him, 
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to his ruin; that Sennacherib himfelf fhould 
mifcarry in his Egyptian expedicion, and upon 
that difappointment go to his own home again, 
where he fhould fall by the fword. 

Iv happened that at this very juncture of 
time, Hezekiah received letters from the king 
of Aflyria, with infolent expoitulations in 
them, what a fool he was to imagine any pof- 
fibilicy, under his circumftances, of maiutzin- 
ing his liberty againfi the power of a prince 
who had already fubjected fo many warlike 
nations to his obedience, concluding with a 
menace, of putting man, woman, and child to Sennachcrib's 
the fword, if chey did not, without delay, and aoe 
of their own accord, fet open their city gates, [je kan, 
and give a free entrance to his army. Hezee Ver. 10-13. 
kiah did fo abfolutely depend upon the truth 
and power of God, that he laid no ftrefs ac all 
upon this infolent letter, but folded ir up again, 
and laid it in the temple, betaking bimfelf fill 
to repeated prayers and fupplications, for the 
fafety of the city, till Ifaiah returned with 
this anfwer: “¢ That his petition was heard, r@jah tells 
** and that the danger was over, for any harm Hezekiah that 
the Affyrians fhould do them upon that un- bis petition — 
dertaking. He told them likewife, that ¥°3 Benteds 
there were happicr times at hand, whercin pher danger 
they fhould live in peace and fecurity upon of Sennache- 
their own lands and poffeffions, without fear rib, V.20--34. 
of an enemy.” In procefs of time the king 
of Affyria finding all his attempts to be frul+ 
trated, and nothing to fucceed with him, he 


withdrew his army, and went back again upon Sennacherib 


this occafion. 


ae draws off his 
He had fpent a great deal OE upon 


time before Pclufium; and at laft when he the news of 
had brought up his platforms within a little Tharfices’s 
of the top of the walls, and was upon the ve-~ march to afl 
ry point almoft of giving the aflault, news oer PP 
was brought him, that * Tharfices, king of “"?*°"* 
Ethiopia, was upon his march, and approaching 
with a great enforcement to aflift the Egyp- 
tians; and that he took his way through the 
defart, with a defign to fall upon the Ailyrians 
by furprize. Scnnachcrib was fo alarm’d at 
this report, that he immediately drew off his 
army. ‘Herodotus calls this war of Senna- 
cherib’s againft the king of Egypt, a war 
againft the pricft of Vulcan, as being both a 
king, and a pricft of that falfe God. ‘* Now 
** this was the reafon, fays hc, of Sennache- 
rib’s raifing the ficge of Pelufium. The 
king of Egypt, upon this occafion, call’d 
to his God tor help; which being granted 
him, was fatal to the Arabian, by a mittake, 
writing Arabian for Affyrian. And, fays 
he, in one night there came fuch troops of 
rats into the camp of the Afiyrians, that 
they gnaw’d all their bow-ftrings to picccs, 
and made ufelefs feveral other pieces of their 
arms, even to the ‘difarming of the Afly~ 
rians, who, upon this difappoiurment, drew 
off from the town.” Now Berofus, a Chal- 
dec hiftorian, {peaks of this king Scnnachcrib, 
and how he reigned over the Aflyrians, and 
made war upon all Afia and Egypt. 4 His 
words are to this following eflect. 


A judgment 
of rats. 


eet 





Heveelatie. p- 163. Ed. Steph, 1992. In the tranflation of this place we have followed Gelenius, both 


Epiphanius Scholafticus and the original Greek being corrupted, as is fhewn by Jof Scaliger, ip his notes upon the 


frapments of Berofus, p45 


4 Scaliger fincics this to be an interpolation, and that ¢ 


46. where he ingenioufly pele what is wanting. 
16 


beginning of the following chapter is nor Berolts's. 
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A dreadful 
plugue, 
2 Kings x1x. 


35: 


Sennacherib neve; where, after a while, he was cut off 
murder’d by 
two of his 

fons in the r : 
temple of his Was his darling 


CHAP. HU. 


Sennacherib befieges Ferufalein. One buadved 

eighty five thoufaad of his men cut off by 4 Jt- 
dicial plague the firf night. He quits the 
Siegey and goes bome again, where be is mur- 
aes by two of bis fons, iz the temple of his 
deol. 


¥ OC ENNA CHER IB, at his return from 

the Egyptian war, found his army that 
he had Ictt under the command of Rabfhaketh 
almoft quite deftroy’d by a judicial peftilence, 
which {wept away, in general officers, tribunes, 
and common foldiers, to the number of onc 
hundred eighty five thoufand men, the firit 
night they fat down before the city. This 
dreadful mortality put Sennacherib in fuch a 
fright, partly as ic was a ftroke of divine ven- 
geance, and partly for fear of the reft of his 
army, that he made all poffible hafte back 
again, by great marches, to his palace at Ni- 


by his two eldett fons, Adrameleck and } Se- 
lennar, in the very temple of Arafcus, which 
idol. ‘The people of the coun- 


darling idol, try, deteiting the inhumanity of the action, 


Ver. 37. 


Wereliah 

falls defpe- 
rately fick, 
2 Kings xx. 
Maeiorna 
iis 

fer 


ryt 


banifhed them out of their dominions, where- 
upon they Aed into Armenia, || Aflarachod, 
the third fon, fucceeding to the government: 
and thus ended this expedition. 








CHAP. MII. 


Hezekiah falls fick, and has fifteen years added 
to his life. A league betwixt him and Balad 
the king of Babylon, whereupon the prophet 
Vaiah joretels the Ifraclites captivity in Baly- 
lon, and the calamities that were to befal He- 
zekiah aud his pofterity. The death of Heze- 
kiah, 


EZEKIAH being now deliver’d be- 

yond all expeétation from any farther 
apprchenfion of trouble or danger, and being 
likewife thoroughly convinced that it was the 
only and immediate hand of God that wrought 
his prefervation, as well by the plague that 
deftroy’d onc part of the Affyrian army, as 
by the terror of that judgment that frighted 
away the reit; he, together with the people, 
offer’d up praifes and thankfgivings tor the 
mercies recciv’d ; and while his thoughts were 
wholly taken up with the honour and worfhip 
of God, he was feized with fo dangcrous a 


his friends defpair’d of his life. In this dif+ 
he be refs, nothing fo fenfibly afflicted the king, as 
ed  ¢0 confider, that upon his dying without illac, 

pa the fucceffion of she family would be then at 


; sae he an end, and the kingdom left without a legi- 


wou 


timate heir. ‘The anxicty of this confideration 
lay fo heavy upon his fpirits, that he addrefs’d 
himf<If to God with fupplications and tears, 
only for the prolonging of his life till he might 
have a fuceeffor out of his own loins, and not 
to take him out of the number of the living, 
till he might be the father of 2 fon, to keep 
him alive in his pofterity. God took compat- 
fion of him, and the rather, becaufe he was 








* See Scaliger's notes upon the fragment of Berofus, p.46, and Vorttius's Ditfertat. Acad. 1. 
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,, diftemper, that his phyficians, and the reit of 


Book X. 


not fo much troubled tor the lofs of the ad- 
vantages of a kingdom, as for the want of an 

heir of his own body to govern it. Upon this 

the prophet Ifaiah was fent to him, with the The Prophecy 
comtortable aflurance, that in three days his lGiah bring, 
difcafe fhould leave him, and that he ihould fe Word thay 
live fifteen ycars longer yet, and the kingdom Weel 
defcend at latt to his own fon and heir. When Ver. 4.75? 
the prophet had deliver'd this meflage to the " 
king, according to his order, the difeafe was 

fo defperate, and the news fo furprizing, thar 
Hezckiah could not perfuade himfclf into a 

belicf of it, without fome prodigy of a token 

from Ifaiah, in confirmation of his authority 

and commiifion, and that he was fent from 

God upon this ctrand. Now this is a common 

courfe, when we mect with diificultics our of 

the reach of hope and reafon, to bring about, 

or to comprehend, to get the truth confirm’d 

tous by fome extraordinary cvidence. ‘The 
prophet ask’d what fign or token would give 

him fatistaction. So he propounded that the +), 

° . + prophet 
fhadow upon his dial might go ten degrees confirms his 
backward from the place where it then itood. affirance by, 
The king, finding this miracle wrought, upon ™cl¥.n, 
the prayers of the prophet, was reiftored pre- 
fently to his health, and went immediately up 
to the temple, where he worfhipped and paid 
his devotion. 

Ir was about this time that the Affyrian The Meds 
empire happen’d to be diflolv’d by the Medes, diffolve the 
of which we fhall fpeak clfewhere. But Ba- Affyrian en- 
lad, the king of Babylon, having fent ambaf- }Y'°- 


: : atthe ~_ An embafl 
fadors with prefents to Hezekiah, invited him fear the lee 
into a league of amity and alliance. Heze- of Babylon 


kiah receiv’d them with great courtefy ; gave Hezekiah, 
them a royal entertainment, and fo fhewed Meet 
them his treafure and his armoury, and what- 

ever elfe he had that was magnificent and yva- 
luable, either in gold or precious ftones, and 

in the end fent them back again well rewarded 

to their mafter. Upon this Ifaiah came to 

him, and ask’d him who thofe men were, and 
whence they came? He told the prophet, 

that they were fent from the king of Baby- 

lon, and that he had fhewed them all the 

riches and curiofities of his palace, that they 

might gather {rom thence, how great a prince 

he was, and fo poflefs their king upon better 
grounds, with the truth of the matter. “* Know 
** then, fays the prophet to the king, that it Trish foreteh 
will not be long before this treafure of yours the captivity 
fhall be carried to Babylon; feveral of your of Babylon, 
poftcrity fhall be unmann’d, and ferve the Ver. 16 1h 
court of Babylon in the quality of cunuchs. '”’ 
This you will find to be a truth; for God 

* himfelf hath foretold it.’ This prediétion 
pierced to the very foul of Hezekiah, “ Well, 
** fays he, though I cannot but be much trou- 

bled at the thought of the mifery that at- 

tends my family, yet fince it is God’s plea- 

fure that it fhould be fo, I have no more to 

beg from heaven, than that 1 may enjoy the 
fmall remainder of my miferable “life in 

eace.”? Berofus takes notice alfo of this Berofas talt 
Balad, king of Babylon ; but the prophot Ifaiah notice of th 
who was fo infallibly and miraculoufly in- ‘ins is 
fpir’d in all he faid, and fo certain of the truth Manet 
of his predi¢tions, committed all his prophie= mits his p™ 
cies to writing, and left them to potterity, for phecies 1 
or Write 

all men to judge of what he foretold, by the Wi" 
event; and this was not his bufinefs alone, but 
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there 





Chap. Iv. 


there were twelve more that did the fame; 
and in all cafes of event whatfoever, good 
or evil, the accomplifhment and the prophecy 
agree exactly together. But we fhall, treat of 
this more particularly upon other occafions. 
Finally, when Hezckiah had furvived in peace, 
according to what we have faid already, he 
death of died in the five and fifticth year of his life, 
and the nine and twenticth of his reign. 
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CHAP. Iv. 


Manaffeh, the king of fudab, a wicked prince. 
The king of Babylon ravages his couatry, aud 
takes him prifoner , but upon his converfion he 
is fet at liberty. His life and death. Amon 
his fon fuccecds him, but is foon after cut of; 
aad his fou Fofiah came next to the throne. 


ANASSEH, the fon of Hezckiah 

by * Achiba, a native of Jerufalem, 
.faccecded his father in the government, but 
weds tis ft- Ied a lie dire€tly contrary to the practiccs of 
Bother Heze- his predeccflor. He left no impiety unattempt- 
kiah, 2 i085 cd, but made choice of all forts of abomina- 
tions that had brought fo many heavy judg- 
A nian im> ments upon the Ifraelites, for his imitation and 
§ ious prince, cxample. He was fo daring a libertine, as to 
«2-9 prophane the holy temple itfelf, and confe~ 
quently the whole city, and every corner of 

his dominions, with the tinéture of the fame 
iniquity and pollution. He began his reign 

4 with the contempt of God, and fo proceeded 
fisinhuman to a barbarous and bloody perfecution of holy 
euety to- and-good men, dipping his hands in the. blood 
ward the prO- of the very prophets themfelves; infomuch, 
piessVer iS phate hardly a day pafs’d without putting fome 
or other of them to death, fo that the very 

firects of Jerufalem ran blood. The cry of 

thefe impious inhuman outrages called fo loud 

to heaven for vengeance, that God was high- 

ly incenfed at this audacious courfe of wicked- 
Popret ent nefs, and {ent fundry prophets, one after an- 
ae other, both to the king and to the people, 
fmallinvain, With cautions to them to repent in. time of 
Ver, to--as. their negleét of God’s worfhip, and .to return 
to their duty, upon the peril of fuffering the 

fame. calamitics for the fame fins that their bre- 

thren the Ifraclices had fuffer’d before them ; 

but .thefe: were difcourfes that they gave no 

credit too, till in the conclufion they found 

the menaces follow’d with effcéts, when it was 

too late to ftruggle with thofe miferies, which 

by a feafonable belief and confidcration, might 

have been ecafily prevented. But upon their 

pita over. PCUifting in this train and. habit of wicked- 
ruby the nels, God ftirr’d up the king of Babylon and 
kings of Ba- Chaldea, to make war upon them; who fent 


¥ Scrip. 
He phaiban. 
Manatlel fac 


xxi. fe 
Anidolatrous 


hee al an army into Judca, that over-ran and deftroy’d 
iChron, = thE Whole-country; furpriz’d Manafieh, and 


carricd him away in the quality of a prifoncr, 
‘This miferable prince 
ribet, c4me now by dear experience to be fenfible of 
Iiiylon iniq, DIS fault ; and upon that reflection carneftly 
*." befought God, only fo far to foften the hearts 

of his enemics, as might move them to. treat 
him with tome dort of tendernefs and' huma- 
lpn his re. Dity. God was not, inexorable, byt in pity 


pee and gave car to his fupplication; fo that the king 
AW 
Meter at hi 
MI, and Vee 
lah, Ver, 

Ii 3. 


MSE 11, 
‘nae ear- every hour at mercy. 
Tel away 





verament, Upon his arrival ac Jerufalem, by 
the leave and clemency of the conqueror, -h 


the Antiquities of the JEWws. 


{ upon to be one of the happieft of princes. 


the people from their erroncous perfuafions 


of Babylon, alter fome time, gave Manafich: 
his liberty, and reftor’d him to his former go-' 
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did all the good that was poffible, to atone At his return 
for his former mifcarriages, even to the utter j° Jerutalem 
: S : hie does what 
effacing of them, being now quite another pe ean to 
man in his inclination and manners, and wholly acone for 
intent upon the advancement of religion; for what was paft, 
he purged the city, and confecrated the tem- V St 14--16- 
ees He purges the 
ple afrcfh, making it his whole bufinefs to-ex+ city, and re- 
prefs his gratitude and reverence toward God, coniecrates 
and to preferve himfelf in the bleffing of -his the temple,ib. 
favour all'the days of his life. .He took care 
alfo, both by his example and his authority, 
to inftruét the people in their duties, being 
confcious to himfelf, that his former male ad- 
miniftration contributed not a little to the mif+ 
fortunes of the publick. He caufed an altar He eredts an 
to be .ereéted aftcr the prefcription and ap- Hua an ae 
pointment of Mofes, and offered daily facri- Cif cc, ape 
fices upon it. And when he had reftor’d re-j-, ibid. 
ligion, and the difcipline of it, to its original 
flate_ and. purity, he made it his bufincis to 
fortify Jerufalem; repairing the old walls, 
and encompaffing them with new ones. He 
built feveral high and ftrong towers, and fur 
nifhed all the out-works with provifions of all 
forts. He was, in finc, fo much alter’d for 
the better, that from the inftant of his return 
to God, to the day-of his death, he was aa 
e 
dicd at fixty feven years of age, in the five The death of 
and fiftierh of his reign, and was buried in Manaffeh, 
his own gardens. His fon Amon, which he Ver. 20. 


7 ; This fon Amos 
had by Emalfema of the city of Jabat, face eine cs 
ceeded him in the government. ‘This_ prince jniq. 


following the loofe example of his father’s A libertine 
youth, and indulging himfelf in the fame wick- prince, V.22. 
ed liberties, was quickly call’d to an account 

for his mifcarriages, by fome of his familiar 

friends and domefticks, who cut him off in and cutoff in 
the four and twentieth year of his life, and the fecond 
the fecond of his reign. ‘The people brought ysar oe 
the murderers to condign punishment, and laid ™8™" & 
his body in the’ monument of his father, deli- 

vering up the government to his fon Jofiahy Jofiah fuc- 
who was at that time a youth of but eight ceeds him, 
years of age. Ver. 25. 








CHAP. V. 


Fofiah’s zeal for the extirpation of idolatry, and 
the eftablifoment of God’s worfbip, after the 
example of king David. 


{HE mother of Jofiah was born in Bof= Jofah king 

j cath, her name Jedida, and himfelf of of Judah pro- 

a gracious and an excellent difpolition, propo ey David 

fing the cxample of David for the rule and ste = Chron: 
model of his whole life. Tn the twelfth ycar xxxiv. 2, 3. 
of his age, he gave an eminent inflance of an His zeal for 
innate piety and jufticc, in the rcformation of God nee 

p, Ver. 


concerning falfe Gods, and in the gaining of 
them over to reverence for the religion of their 
country. | He repealed feveral of the ordi- 
nances of his forefathers; corrected whatever 
he found amifa, and applied as proper remc~ 
dics, where the cafe required any fuch expe- 
dient, as the moft mature..and confummated 
wifdom and experience could have fupplicd. 
Where he found matters well, he kept them 
fo, and lived in a contormity to what he ap- 
rov’d ; and all this he did, partly our of an 
inbred faculty of choice and judgment, and 
partly.upon the admonition and advice of his 
Vuu council 5 
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council; for fo long as he kept to the line of 

the law inthe government of the common- 

wealth, and in the matter of divine worfhip, 

he was fure to be right, having fo many ¢x- 

amples before his eyes, among his apoftate pre- 

deceffors that had been cut off and dettroy’d, 

only for breaking thofe meafures; wherefore 

he caufed all the groves to be cut_down that 

were dedicated to talfe gods; their altars to 

be demolifhed, and all the donatives that had 

been confecrated by theiranceitors to the honour 

of a talfe worlhip, to be taken away, and 

treatcd with derilion ; and this to be donc, both 

in the city, and all over his dominions, by 

which means the people were drawn from the 

vanity of their fuperiticions, to a reverence for 

an exercife of the truc religion, and to the ufe 

and cuitom of burnt-offerings, and other facri- 

fices upon the altar. He appointed alfo cer- 

Magitrates. tain magiftrates and commiflioners, for the re- 

ued foF gulacion of manners, and the ordering of mat- 

. See ters in private cafes, that no lefs care might 

and civil pate be taken for the diitributing of particular jat- 

ties. tice, than for the government of life itielf. 

He likewife difpatch’d meflengers throughout 

all his dominions, with orders to receive con- 

tributions of gold and iilver toward the repa~ 

‘as ration of the temple, from thofe that were 

> willing to advance the affair; but leaving all 

; f people at liberty, that they might have no 

y Chron. caufe of complaint. ‘The money being col- 

xxxiv. S. leéted and brought in, the care of the manage- 

gen oe ment and expence was committed to Amatiah, 

ras Bolee. the governor of the city, Shaphan, the feribe; 

tiens,V.y--13 Joath, the recorder; and Helkiah, the high- 

prieit ; with orders-immediately to entcr upon 

the work, and to provide artificers, and all 

materials neceflary for che reparation. And by 

this means was the temple repaired, and a 

lating monument ercéted to pofterity, of the 
king’s piety and bounty. 

osrau, in the cighteenth year of his reign, 

order’d Hilkiah the prieft to have the furplufage 

of the gold and filver that remain’d over and 

above the charge of the fabrick, to be caft 

into cups, chalices, goblets, and other yvelicls, 

for the ufe and fervice of the temple; giving 

order likewife, that all the gold and filver 

remaining ftill in the treafury, fhould be 

brought out, and applied to the fame purpofcs. 

Bue the high-prictt upon removing the gold, 

the books of happen’d to difcover the facred books of Mo- 

Mist. tound fes, as they were depoficed in the temple, 

ir, cae remple, which he took out and gave to Shaphan to pe- 

Ver t+ pufe; who, upon reading them.over,. went to 

the king, and told Him, they had executed 

all. his commands;. but’ withal, that they had 

juit now found the books of Mofes, which he 

a Arewtover Fead over to Jofiah.. Upon.the reading of thefe 

tu the king, books, the king rent his. garment, and calling 


fan) 


app 
traci 





Voluntary 






D> 
te uple, 


and the pro- 
viding of ho- 
ly vellels. 


rents: fome of his particular friends about him, with 

the {cribe himfelf, and. Hilkiah the high-prictt, 
Jouuh fet, he fent them to the prophetefs Huldah, the 
tovenfiltthe wife of Shallum, a man of great eminence 
one. and fume, to delire her interceflion to God on 


“™ cheir behalf, to implore his mercy for him and 
his people; for it was much to be fear’d that 
fome heavy judgment would befal that people 
for their anceftors negle¢i and contempt of, the 
laws of Mofes, and leit they. fhould be forced 
away from their native foil, to live like va- 
gabonds, difperfed over the face of the carth, 
and end their days in mifery, without obrain- 
ing fuch a reconciliation to God. The pro- 
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phetefs upon the hearing of the king’s orders 

and inftructions, bad them return him this an- 

fwer: “ That the fentence was already pro- Huldah for. 
“ nounc’d, and not to be recall’d, upon any tels the de. 
fupplication or interceflion whatfoever ; that ue of 
the people were to be banifhed their own Ve,. oe 
country, and punifh’d for their-difobcdience, 2: 
with the lots of all the comforts of human 
life; and that this judgment was irrevocable, 
for their obftinacy in their fuperftitious im- 
picties, norwithftanding fo many carneft ex 
hortations to a timely repentance, and the 
prophets menacing predi¢tions of all thefc 
<* judgments to come upon them, if they went 
«on in their wickednefs.” Now this un- 
changeable decree is to convince them by the 
event, that there is 2 juft and an over-rulin 
God ; and that the predictions which he deli- 
ver’d by the mouth of his prophets, are infal- 
libly true, and the certain indications of his 
holy pleafure to mankind. ‘¢ Burt, however, 
* tell the king, fays the prophetefs, that out 
“ of atendernefs to his piety and goodnefs, 
God would be yet fo gracious as not to 
bring this judgment upon the people in his 
* days; but that the days of his death fhall 
** be the eve to their final deftruction.” 

Josrau, upon the report of this anfwer Jofiah calles 

from Huldah, fent metfengers up and down folemn afm. 
to all the cities; commanding all the priecfts Bly and 
and Levites, and men of all ages and condi- Mc 
tions, to come up to Jerufalem ; and the firft pe read, 
thing he did upen the mecting, was to read 2 Kings ui, 
the holy books ot Mofes to them ; after which, % 2 
advancing himfclf upon a place higher than the 
reft, in the middle of the throng, he gave 
them an oath of obedience to the laws and 
precepts of Mofes, and the obfervance of God’s He renews 
holy worfhip; which was taken by the whole the covenu 
multitude, and not without great alacrity, a God, 
and an univerfal confent. This facred oath me 
was followed with facrifices and prayers to 
God, for the grace of his favour and bleffing. 
In the next place he laid a ftrict charge upon 
the high-pricft to take a particular account of 
the plate and veffels in the temple, and to caft 
out fo many of them as he fhould find to have 
been dedicatcd by any of his anceftors, to the 
worfhip of idols. ‘There were a great many 
pieces of that kind, that were all reduced to 
duft, and the powder thrown into the air; all 
the priefts being likewife put to death that 
were not of the ftock of Aaron, 

Upon the perfecting of this reformation in Jofiah’s cae 
Jerufalem, the king took a progrefs through and zeal fora 
his whole dominion, where he deftroy’d all thorough re 
the reliéts of Jeroboam’s fuperftition and ido- vee 
Jatry, and burnt the bones of the falfe pro- 
phets upon the very altar that Jcroboam had 
{er up, which we have faid fomething of al- 
ready, and of the prophct’s intervening with 
a prediction, in the hearing of all the people, 
at the very time when Jeroboam was offering 
facrifice, that one of the race of David, Jo- 
fiah by name, was to do this, whofe predic- 
tion had been made good by the event, three ¢ Kings sit 
hundred: fixty one years after the thing was :. 
forctold. 

Anp Jofiah’s zcal did not reft here neither; 
for he fent and went’ himfelf to fevcral other 
Ifraclites that had made fhift to cfcape the 
fervitude and bondage of the Aflyrians, to 
perfuade them at Jatt to forfake the fuperitici- 
ous vanities of forcign religions, and to cleave 

wholly 
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wholly to the worfhip of the great God of [hafty march of it toward Euphratcs; defiring 


their fathers, according to the rites and cuf- |him withal, not to put him upon any neceflity 
toms of their country, and him only to ferve. |of making his way by force, which was a 


F tion of che 


E 3Chron. xxx 


And the king refted not here neither; but he 
caufed a ftrict {earch to be made in all towns 
and villages for the difcovery of any remain- 
ders of idolatrous practices, that might lic 
conceal’d, even to the very figures of the 
hotfes over the porch of thetemple, that their 
forcfathers had dedicated to the fun; and fo 
for what other monuments foever, to which 
the ignorance of thé common people had ever 
afcribed divine hohour, Jofiah caufed them all 
to be taken away dnd dcftroy’d, 

Arter the purging of the whole nation in 
this manner, he coriven’d all the people toge- 
ther ‘to Jerufalem, to cclebrate the featt of 

he celebra- unleavencd bread, otherwife call’d the Paffo- 
ver, and gave the multitude out of his own 
ftore, thirty thoufand young kids and lambs, 
y,and three thoufand oxen. ‘The heads of the 
pricfts contributed likewife to the priefts up- 
on the fame occafion, two thonfand fix hun- 
dred lambs: And fo the chiéf of - the Levites 
gave to theirtribe five thoufand lambs, and five 
hundred bullocks: And this prodigious num 
ber of victims was offer’d up in facrifice ac- 
cording to the laws of Mofes. The pricfts 
had the condutt of ‘the folemmity 5 atid: the. 
precedency in their example to the people. 
Now from the time of'Samucl the. prophet, 
to that day, there had.néver -been- fo folemn 
a feftival ; and the reafon of it was this, that 
every thing was don dccotding to thé directi- 
on of the law, andthe preferiptions of anci- 
ent cuftom. Jofiah, after this blefléd ' régula- 
tion, énjoy’d his ‘government ‘in péace, Ho- 
nour, and plenty : And’ we are now about ‘to 
‘give the reader an account how he came to. 


his'ctid. 


pallover at 
erufalem, 


: 3--19- 


reed 








-CHAP. ‘VI. 
ofa oppofes Pharaoh-Neckob. An Egyptian 
F9h, pie with an Aritow. His. wicked ‘fon 
Fchoahaz comes after hita , whois carry’d a- 
way prifoner into Egypt, where be dies* And 
Pharaoh fets up Eliakim in his place, by the 
name of fFebsiakin. 


\Haraoh-Nechoh, king of Egypt, ‘marched’ 
with a powerful.army toward Euphrates, 


againft the Mcdes and Babylonians, who had'| g 


fabverted' the Affyrian'empire, with a acien 

to make himfelf mafter of Afia. Which he 
had advanced as far as Mendes *, a town under 
the jurifdiction of Jofiah, Jofiah abfolutely 
refufed him any. paflage againft the Medcs 
through his country. Pharaoh upon this, 
fent 4 Herald, to give Joliah to underftand, 
that he had no thought of any hoftility to- 
ward him; nor any defign, but to make an 


Jolish op- 
pofts Pha- 
oh Nechoh 
inhis march 
againft the 
Medes and 
Bibylonians, 
th 20-24, 





* Scrip. Megiddo, : 
+ Av hundred talents we 























thing much befide his inténtion. This meflage 
of the Egyptian had fo little effe€&t upon Jo- 
fiah, that he perfifted in the denial of his paf= 
fage ; which look’d as if he had been driven 
upon this invincible obftinacy by the impulfe 
of a fatality that improv’d this denial to his 
ruin. For as he was in the head of his army, 
and riding up and downto give orders from 
one Wing to another, an Egyptian, with an 
arrow, quickly put an end to the cagernefs. 
he had for that war; for finding himfelf to 
be fhot, and imipatient of the pain, he com- 
mianded his army to retire ; himfclf returning 
tto Jerufalem, where he dy’d of the wound. ‘The death of 


‘Heé was bury’d with a magnificent folemnity, Jofish. ibid. 
-in the fepulchre of his anceftors, at nine and 


;thirty years of age, and inthe one and thir- 


‘tieth year of his reign ; the people niourning. 


‘fothim feveral days, with great anxicty of 
forrow and lamentation. The prophee Jere-' The prophet 
miah wrote a paffionate clegy upon this occa Jeremiah 
fioti, which is yet extant at this day; the pro- Writes an ele- 
phet plainty foretelling the approach of the #Y,UPpon.Jo- 
-Baby. onian Captivity, and che calamities alfo forerells the 
fof our times’; committing his predictions to Babylonian 
writing for thé ihformation of pofterity, And captivity, 
Jeremiah was not the only prophet néither, °° *5 
that foretold the miferies Of ‘this tertible re-. 
volution 5 but Ezekiel alfo léfe behind him in The propher 
writing two books of prophcetical prefages up- Ezekiel” 
on this fubjet. ‘Théfe two prophets were Writes of it 
,both of the'facérdotal ¥ace: Jeremiah living ‘The time 
[at Jerafatem from the thirtécenth year of the wherein Je- 
lreign’ of Jofiah, to. the timé of the deftraéti- remiah liv’d. 
}on' Of the temple and-City : of which we fhall 
Ifpéak: farther in its ptopér place. ’ 
_ AFTER thé death of Jofiali~(as is faid al- Jehoshar tice 
rey) his ‘fon Jehoaliaz, took the government ceeds to'the 
apon: hiri in the thrée and twentieth year of kingdom.of 
his age, ‘and kept his court at Jerafalem. He Judah after 
Wasa nidn of an impious and immoral conver- 7's @ther Jo- 
et : : Rts i cece os . jah, 2 Kings 
fation, and his'mothet’s name was Hamutal. xxiii. 31. 
The King. of \E ypty - upon his return from Pharaoh de~ 
thé war, fere for Jéhaahaz to come to him to’ pofes him, 
Hamath, a'city of Sytia, where he put hint and {ets up 
in fetters, and’ deliver’d up the government Mie 
to-Eliakim, his ‘elder brother, by the fame deco nes 
father’: But changing his name for Jchoiakim, of Jchoia- 
and imdofing 4 tax upon the country, of a -f kim, Ver, 34. 
hundred talents of filver, and ** one talent of 
told’; by which means Jchoiakim became his 
tributary. As for Jchoahaz, he carry’d him He takes Je- 
along with him into Egypt, where he ended boahax away 
this life, after he had rcign’d three months into egyPty 
S2ge where he 
and ten days. choiakim’s mother’s name dies, ibid. 
was Abuma fot Raman. This prince had’ 
the charaéter alfo of a {fpitcful, ill-natur’d 
man, without cither reverence for God, or 


tenderncfs for man. 





ighdd: eleven thoufand; four hundred and Gx pounds, three ounces; and their value ‘in 


filver amounted to thirty four thopfand, two hundred and eighteen pounds, fiftecn’ shillings. 


#4 A talent weighed a hundred and fourteen 


tT] Scrip, Zeliudah.: 


5 i ounds, fiftocn 
find, four hundred, fevenry five poundsin Englifii mioncy. 


penny weights ; and its value in gold was five thon- 
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CHAP. VIL 


Nebuchadneszar defeats Pharaoh, and makes Fe- 
hoiakin bis tritutary; who is foretold, by the 
prophet Feremiah, the miferics that are to be- 


fal bin. 
* YN the fourth year of Jchoiakim’s reign, 
I + Nebuchadnezzar the king of Babylon 
advanced with a mighty army to Carchabefa, 
acity ficuate upon the Euphratcs ; witha refolu- 
tion'to make war upon Pharaoh {| Nechoh, who 
at that time had all Syria under his command. 
Now the Egyptian very well underftanding 
that the Babylonian was no contemptible 
enemy, took the field with a ftrong anda nu- 
merous army, and fo march’d to the Euphrates, 
with a refolution to oppofe him: where the 
two armics cngaging, the Egyptian was force’d 
to retire with the lofs of many thoufands of 
his men. But the Babylonians getting over 

ee the Euphrates, fubdu’d the whole country of 
on zhings Syria as far as Pelufium, Judea only except- 
ed. Inthe fourth year afterward of Nebu- 
chadnezzar, and the eighth of Jehoiakim, the 
en aal Babylonians broke in turioufly upon Judea,, 
mikes ehoia- threatning them with all extremitics, unlefs 
Kimiibmit to they would content themfelves with the con- 
become a tri dition ‘of tributaries, as the reit of the inha- 
»uraryV- 152: bicants of Syria were. Upon this menace, Je- 
hoiakim’s heart tail’d him, fo that he fubmit- 


Nebuchad- 
ar gives 







NNIN. 7. 


He breaks in- 





ted to purchafe his peace with a fum of mo-|. 


ney 3 and tor the {pace of full three years, he 
anade due payment of his contribution: but 
the year following, upon the credit of an idle 
rumour, that the Egyptian was advancing an 
expedition againit the king of Babylon, Jehoi- 
Jshoiskim  akim reiufed to pay him his tribute any lon- 
tops hisel- ger; bur quickly found himfelf miferably dif- 
bute, and re- © fncea in hi eétati for the Fi 
vole, ibid. @Ppointed in his expeétation, for the Egyp- 
The prophet thans durft nct look the Babylonians in the face: 
Jwemish’s which was no more than the prophet Jerc- 
predictions ~miah had many a time foretold, and watn’d 
ee - him of; and that he would find the Egyp- 
a L1S,19. 0, ? 
tians a broken rced to truft to. He prefaged 
likewife the fate of Jcrufalem, and that it 
was fuddenly to be deitroy’d by the Babylo- 
nians, and Jchoiakim himfelf to be made a 
prifoner. But chefe were forewarnings which 
no body laid any ftrefs upon, and fo no body 
was the better for them: nay, on the contrary, 
from the higheft to the Joweft, the gencrality 
of the people look’d upon them with con- 
tempt. Not bute that there were fome again 
that exhibited formal accufarions againft him 
to the king, and would have had him punifh’d as 
amover of fedition. The caufe, in fine, was 
red 60 brought before the council; and the majoriry 
latence of Were for putting him to death ; but the reafon 
:pated of things is not always determin’d by a plu- 
uoen ints ality of voices: fo that fome that were ber- 
bar rec'd. tor adyis’d chan others, were rather for dif- 
charging him che court, and diverting the 
blow ; for Jeremiah, they faid, was not the 
only man that had foretold thefe calamities 
to the city, but Micah had prophefied to the 
Jame purpofe before him; and fo had fevcral 
others, without being call’d to account for it 
by the government: nay, they were rather 
had in honour and efteem for their predic- 


Terenaa'y 
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tions, as the prophets. of the Lord. By this 

foft way of reafoning upon the matter, the 

council was wrought upon to change their 

minds, and to make void the fentence.. The . 
prophcr put all his predictions in writing ; and, Jeremiah 
upon a day of fafting, when the people were ‘rites down 
met together in the temple, in the ninth month Bis prophe- 
of the filth year of the reign of Jchoiakim, thon hie 
he read the book to the congregation ; where~ temple Spon 
in was contained the whole hiftory of what publick fg, 
was to befal the temple, the eity and the peo- 

ple. The princes, upon the hearing of this 

book, took it away from the prophet, com- 
manding both himfelf and his feribe Baruch, 

to be gone immediately, without Ictting any 

body know where to find them. They car. 

ry’d the book then to the king, who order’d 

his fecrctary to take and read it to him, with 

his friends about him. The king was fo tran- 

{ported ‘upon the hearing of it, that he tore 

the book, and threw it in the fire, and or- 

der’d Jeremiah and Baruch to be immediately Jeremiah ang 
brought to him, and punith’d for ie: bur they Baruch or. 


were alrcady withdrawn out of the way. . ane be 
over shu 

/ they flipr out 

otthe way, 











CHAP. VII. 


Gehoiakim veccives Nebuchadnezzar into Ferufa- 
lem. His perfidy and cruelty. He puts Fem 
hoiakim, the father, to death 5 and Fehoiakin, 
the fon, is made king of Judah in his flead. | 


T was not long after this, that Jchoiakim. 

"being affrighted with fo many difmal pre- 
diétions, receiv’d the king of Babylon with. Jehoiakim 
his army into the city ; for as to his own part, Ceives Neb, 
he reckon’d himfelf fecure, and fo never trou-,chadnezzar 
bled his head, either for kcéping him out, or into Jernf. 
prepating for a war: but the Babylonian, up-57?? ae 
on his admittance into the city, broke his con-” 
ditions, and put the.flower of the youth of TheBabyloe 
Jerufalem, together with the king himfelf, tonian puts the 
the fword ; commanding. his body to be caft a we 
into the ficlds without the walls of the city, with the chet 
and conftituting ‘his fon Jchoiakin king, both of the city, 
of the city. and country, in his father’s ftead. Ezckiel is 
He carry’d away a mattcr of three thoufand Gury coe 
men of note and quality, captives to Babylon ; Babyton, to 
in which number was the prophct Ezckicl, be- getlicr with 
ing at that time a youth. ‘This was the cnd 3000 menof 
of king Jchoiakin, who lived fix and thirty qa 
years, and reigned cleven; and his fon Jchoi- eh of 
akim fucceeded him. His mother’s name was Jehoiakim 
Nehufhta, of Jerufalem; and the time. of, his iuccceds his 


. . . 1 au Tor, fi 
reign was three months and ten days. father, Vers 








CHAP. IX, 


Nebuchadnezzar, contrary to faith, makes Fcloi- 
akin, his mother, and the. moft eminent of his 


fricuds, all prifoners. : i 
[i was not long before the king of Baby- 
Jon, upon fécond thoughts, came to repent 
the ferting of Jchoiakin upon the throne ; lor, 
thought he, this young man will never forget . 
or forgive fo perfidious a praétice upon the lite 
of his father, and confequenrly will be ready 


SS A EP rt ere 





* Vortifur, in his fecond Exercit. de XX Annis Capriviratis, tells.us thar Jofephus, in what follows co the end 


of this hook, is to be read wich great caution. 


t Nebuchodonofor. + Nechioh, Jot 


See Grotius upon the filth of Daniel, to this purpoti. 


ty 


dred, an 





Chap. IX. 
to take all opportunities of {tirring up the peo- 
ple to a rebellion, in order to gratify his re- 

Nebuchad-  VCDC- Upon this confidcration he fent away 

venar nds an army to belicge Jerufalem. | 

aamy tO kin, being a juft and an eafy prince, cou’d not 
pefiege JN” endure to fee the city run the rifque of being 


ines 


falem, 2 8 utterly deftroy’d for his fake 3 and therefore | 


gst. Oy EES 


choiakin ~=9 upon a treaty with the king’s deputies, for 


E iendersthe he delivering up of the city, upon condition 
Re pce UPO™ hat neicher the town itfelf, nor the inhabi- 
4 agi cee hol tants fhould fuffer any fort of damage, the 
: as fOr the agreement was ratify’d, and his mother and 
E performance kindred deliver’d up as hoftages to the king’s 
fF ofconditions: Commiffioners, for the performance of articles : 
f the king but before the expiration of the year, the king 
B ireaks tus =~ Of Babylon breaking his faith wich them, com- 
f pith, 74 . ~=manded his officers to {ecure all the youth of 


: ai: the city, and all forts of artificers, and to 


er, with ten bring them to him bound and tetter’d 5 which 
b oufind, they did, to the number of ten thoufand eight 


P cight bun- hundred thirty two perfons, wherein was Je- 
eae hoiakin himfelf, his mother and his kindred ; 
hee perfons, who by the king’s command were all kept in 


Ver, 12-710: cuftody. 








CHAP. X% 


Yehoiakin made a pyrifoner.  Nebuchaduexzar 
fets up ZLedckiab in his place, upon condition, 
wot to fide with the king of Egypt. Zedekiah 
falfifies, and Nebuchadnezzar befieges Ferufa- 
tent. The King of Egypt marches to bis relief. 
Nebuchadnezzar rifes , gives him battle ; routs 
hin, and then returns to the feege. Zedekiah’s 
‘obftinacy againft all the counfels and predictions 


‘of Feremiah, 
Ielidinkin is y EHOIAKIN being now a prifoner, the 
iidafide, and J king of Babylon advanced Zedekiah, his 


Zeiekiah ad-{ather’s brother, to the government in his 
wmced to the place ; obliging him by an oath, neither to 


ti olice attcmpt any innovations in that country, nor 
Ver. 17. directly or indireétly to join with, or affift 
Underan the Egyptians.’ He was onc and twenty ycars 
ahneither of age when he'enter’d upon the command ; 
mofde 2d he and Jechoiakin were brothers by the 
wihthe mother’s fide. : He had little or no regard, ci- 
Egyptians, ther for honour, or for virtuc; and his com- 
ee ' panions were altogether as impious and extra- 

‘3 vagant as himfelf: befide that this loofenefs of 


manners in his days, was become popular ; and 
the corruption cpidemical: infomuch that the 
prophet Fecemtal was often exhorting him 
with carneit entreatics to change his courfe of 
lite, and to betake himfelf to the love and 
exercife of piety and juftice, without laying 
fo much ftrefs upon what ‘his courtiers, or his 
falfe prophets told him; a lewd fort of peo- 
Fluterersand ple, thar abus’d him in their promifes and pre- 
Pe prophets diétions, when they told him the Babyloni- 
f Zedekiah, 278 Hhould never befiege Jerufalem again; and 
ig, thar whenever they encounter’d, the Egypti-~ 
ans fhould have the better of them: For this 
was all falfe he told him, as would appear by 
the event.  Zcdekiah could not for the pre- 
dent but acknowledge this difcourfe of the pro- 
phet to be reafonable and true, and that it was 
for his intereft fo to belicve it; but when he 
came alterward to be manag’d by ill company 
and countels, who could wind and tum him as 
they pleafed, all chat che prophet had faid be- 

fure went for nothing. 
Ty was at the fame time that Ezckicl, being 
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Now Jchoia-, 
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then at Babylon, forctold rhe dettruétion of Evckie! | 
the temple, and fent the prediction of it to aie 
Jerufalcm. Now the two prophets agreed ex- eee: 
aétly in the taking of the town by force, and é, 





the downti 
in carrying away Zedckiah captive; but the of Jerusalem, 
thing, and the only thing that ftagger’d Zede~ 24 making 
kiah in the belief of the prophecy, was thid: 
Ezekiel foretold that Zedekiah fhould not fee 
Babylon; and Jeremiah affirmed that the king 
himfelf fhould carry him pfifoner thither. This 
feeming inconfiftency, or at leaft diverfity of , feeming 
expreflion, gave Zedekiah fome fort of colour contradiction 
to doubt the truth of all the other circum. betxixt the 
ftances wherein they agreed, though the fol- he pees 
lowing events made good every thing that had . 


Zedekiah a 
prifoner. 


‘been foretold, as we fhall fhew more properly 


in another place. 

Arter an alliance of cight years ftanding Zedekiah fal- 
betwixt the twokings, Zedekiah fhamefully fifics with the 
broke his contract, and went over to the inte- ne et Baby- 
reft of the Egyptians ; making no doubt at all, '°% ¥°?- 
but their two powers in conjunction, might” 
be able to crufh the- king of Babylon: but 
the Babylonian, upon the firft notice of this 
treachery, marched his army direétly toward 
Zedekiah ; laid his country defolate, force 
his caftles and ftrong holds; and fo advanced 
ftrait forward to the attack, even of. Jcrufa- Nebuchad- 
lem itfelf. The Egyptian being given to une nezaar lays 
derftand with what ftraits and difficulties his eee tinal 
friend and ally Zedekiah was furtounded, yx, 15 2s 
advanced prefently to his relicf, with a refo- 
lution to attempt the raifing of the fiege. Pharaoh at- 
Now the Babylonian, upon intelligence of tempts the | 
his march and defign, did _not think fit to falling of the 
wait his coming, but chofe rather to intet= ceives a fatal 
mit the profecution of the fiege for fome time, overthrow, 
to draw off his army, and give him battle : Jer. xxxvit. 7. 
which he did, and fo terrible a rout withal, 
that he beat him quite out of Syria at that onc 
blow. ‘The fiege being quitted, or rather re- 
fpited upon this occafion, the’ falfe prophets Zedekiah be- 
fuggefted a thoufand delufions to Zcdekiahs fer with time- 
as, how foolith a thing it was for him, or his Sn and 
fubjeéts, to apprehend any danger from the Pat 
Babylonians, or to fancy any fuch thing as the 
Babylonians forcing and tranfporting the He- 
brews from their native habitations, and car- 
rying them away captive to Babylon; wherc= 
as it was rather to be expeéted, on the other 
hand, that their prifoners that were alrcad 
exported, fhould be call’d back again ; and all 
the plate and treafure that the king had cara 
ricd away, reftorcd to the temple. “But Jere= 
miah, on the contrary, told the king quite at- Jeremiah op- 
other ftory, in a flat contradiction té that of pofes the falle 
the falfe prophets; pofitively charging them poo ang 
with impofture and delufion, and affirming that Whole hiftory 
there was no good to be expected from the of the capti- 
Egyptians, but that they fhould firft be over- vity, Jer xx. 

‘ 5 : Pts and xxxvule 
come, and the Babylonian army return back 
to belicge Jerufalem; and that as many of them 
as fhould furvive the {word and famine, fhould 
be carried away captives, their houfes pillag’d, 
their goods taken away; the temple and city 
plunder’d, and laid at the metcy of fite and 
{word, without any diftinétion of ‘fhered or 
prophane. ‘ We are condemn’d, fays the pro- 
** phet, to ferve thefe people and their potte- 
** rity for feventy years; and the Medes and 
“ Perfians, at the feventy years end, fhall de- 
‘< Jiver us from that bondage, by the utter 
** extinétion of the Babylonian empire; after 
** which time, being fet at liberty by their af. 

mK “ Silkance, 
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«© jittance, We fhall return hither again, rebuild 
* the remple, and reftore the city co its former 
“ jtare. ‘Thefe words of the propher gain’d 
Somewere credence with the major part of the people ; 
moved with but the leading men, and the licentious, atheif> 
his dittonri tical pare of the multitude, look’d upon all 
be foramad the prophet faid, but as the difcourte of a 
man. mud man, and treated him accordingly. As 
Jeremiah was going toward Anathoth, the 
place of his birth, and a matter of * twenty 
furlongs from Jcrufalem, he had the forcune to 
be met withal upon the way, by a certain 
Jeremiah magiftrate, who apprehended him, and took 
jakeninto him into cuftody, upon a pretext, that he was 
cattody, and 4 goferter, and going over to the king of Ba- 
oe 4253 bylon. The prophet denied the accufation, 
epee and faid in his own defence, that he was only 
going to the place where he was born; but 
the other would not belicve him, and fo car- 
ricd him away to the minifters of ftate and 
juttice ; where, atter the formality of cxami- 
Examin’'d, nation and torture, he was fet alide as a ma- 
rormented, lefaétor condemn’d to die ; and in this condi- 
condema'd, tion of mifery, he continued for fome time. 
a a entes Bur in the ninth year of Zedckiah’s reign, 
Jerutlem the tenth month, and the tenth day of that 
once again = month, the king of Babylon came once again 
befieg'd, = With his army to Jerufalem; and laying ficge 
pe a to it, tried all the ways in the world, for a 
“\rdholds our Matter of cightecn months together, to mafter 
alongtime it, cither by art, or by force; butir ftill held 
againit force, out, not only againft a powerful cnemy before 
ee wp. it, but a raging peftilence and famine alfo in 
« the bowels of it; Jeremiah being in prifon all 
The prophet this while, and crying out to the multitude 
calls outto to fer open the gates, and receive the Babylo- 
the peopl’ f° nians into the city; for they had no other 
chees tothe Way in nature to fave themfelves, their fami- 
Babylonians, lies, and the town, from a certain and an in- 
Jer’ xsviii. 2 evirable ruin; telling them withal, that thofe 
who ftaid in the city muft expect to perifh, 
either by the fword, or by taminc,; whercas 
thofe who ficd out to the enemy would fave 
‘The great of- their lives; but the princes, in the depth of 
ficers charge their extremity, were yce fo far from giving 
him as a mu- : : 
tineer, Ver. 4. CaF tO the prophet’s prefage and advice, that 
they reprefented him to the king, asa violent 
hot-headed man, and a mutincer; a difcou- 
rager of the people with his idle ftorics of 
mifcry and defolation; fuggelting that the gar- 
rifon was hearty and refolute enough to de- 
fend the placc to the lait cxtremity, did not 
he with his ill-boding menaccs of ilavery and 
deftruéction, take off the edge of their zeal 
and courage. The king in his own nature was 
not apt to be fierce or bitter; but ftanding up~- 
on that pinch of neceffiry, in fome awe of the 
great people about him, he did not think it 
fafe to difoblige fo many men of power and 
intereft; and fo rather than crofs them, he left 
The king in’ them at liberty to do with the prophet as they 
yiiy Geb, thought fic. So foon as they had gain’d that 
whoihey . point, they went in all hatte to the prifon ; 
will with him, took out the prophet, and Ict him.down by a 
ee rope into a nafty pit, where he was up to the 
Leea as neck in-mud, with an intent to choak him, 
vcatinten But ashe was in this condition, a favourite 
pit upto the fervantof the king’s, an Ethiopian born, went 


ue inmud, and told Zedckiah how they had. treated the 
er. 6. 











prophet; and giving his own cpinion in the 

cafe, that his great men and favourites had not 

done well in the aggravation of his misfortune, 

by cxpoling him to a death, fo much more 

gricvous than that which he was reafonably to 

expeét in his chains. Upon this difcouric of 

the fervant, the king heartily repented his 

lcaving the prophet to the difcretion of his 

enemics, and fo order’d the Ethiopian to take The king bes 

thirty men out of his family, fuch as he could ing told of it 

truft, with ropes, and whatever he fhould find orders him 

neceflary for the faving of him, and to join pi crenly to 

with them in the getting of him out of the pit again, Ver 
; g & PIC again, Ver. 

with all poffible expedition. The fervant did 7--13. 

as he was order’d, and fer the prophet at li- 

berty; who was foon aftcr this brought pri- 

vatcly to the king, and had this queftion put 

to him, whether or no he could procure him The king ad- 

from heaven any prefent relief under his mi- vifes with Je. 

{erable circumftances? The prophet anfwer’d pear ida 

him, that he could; but that people would te 

neither believe him, nor follow his counfcls. 

“ All your pretended friends, fays he, are my 

mortal enemies: they look upon me asa 

falfe wretch, and are at this inftant in a con- 

fpiracy to deftroy mc; and where are thofe 

impoftors now, that fooled the people into 

a belief that they were out of danger of the 

Babylonians? fo that to tcll you the very 

truth of things, may be as much as my life 

is worth.” ‘The king, upon this, promifed 

the prophct with an oath, that he would nei- 

ther take away his life himfclf, nor fuffer any 

of his people to do it. Jeremiah took his 

word and honour for it, and advifed him by The prophe 

all means to deliver up the city into the hands adjures the | 

of the king of Babylon. This was the only Ee open bis 

way in the world, he told him, to be fafe in 1 to deliver 

his own perfon, to avoid the imminent danger up the city, 

he was in; to prevent the burning of the tem-= Ver. 15-18 

ple, and the laying of the city level with the 

ground; and if he purfued any other meafures, 

he was to tell him, in the name, and by the 

dire€tion of God himfelf, that all the calami- 

ties that fhould cnfue upon his mifcarriages, 

with the utter ruin of himfelf, his family, and 

his people, would be charged to his account. 

The king then told him, that he had a great 

inclination to take his counfel for the common 

good ; but he was afraid Icit fome of his friends 

that were already gone over to the Babylonians, 

fhould accufe him to the king, and put him in 

danger of his life. But for any thing of that, 

the prophet bad him fee his heart at reft; for 

if he deliver’d up the city, ncither he himfelf 

in his perfon, nor his wives, his children, or 

the temple itfelf, fhould fuflcr any thing. Af- 

ter thefe words the king difmifs’d the propher, 

with a charge not to make any words; no, 

not fo much as to the princes themf{clves, of 

what had pafs’d in this conference; but if any 

body fhould come to have a hint that there 

had been fuch a mecting, and enquire into the 

bufinefs, it might be ‘pretended that the pro- 

phct came to move the king for his liberty. 

The prophet did as he was order’d, and gave 

that anfwer to all people that ask’d him his bu- 

finefs with Zedckiah. 
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CHAP. XL 


Serufalen taken. Lhé temple, palace, and city 
pillag’d and burnt. Saraiah put to death. Ze- 
dekiah’s eyes put out, aad himfelf carried pri- 
Soner toBalylon. The Succeffion cf high-prie/ts. 
Gedaliab, Nebuchaduexzar’s depuity-governor. 
Lhe treachery of Ibmael. he Egyptians 
overthrow, and carried captives to Babylon. 
The hiftary of Daniel, Shadrach, Mefbach, 
aud Abednego. Daniel hichly pieferr’d for 
expounding of dreams. The death of Neb 
ChadieZzar. ; 


—f N the mean time the king of Babylon went 

on vigoroufly with the fiege; his works 
were finith’d, and his'towers carricd up fo high, 
as to Command the town, and to beat.the de+ 
fendants from the walls; and at this rate they 
were provided quite round the city for a ge- 
neral affa nd the defence of the place 
was carrie with as much bravery as the 
attack, having plague-and famine to contend 
withal within the town, as well as enemies, 
aud other difficulties without. 





the difpute had been matter of skill and art, 
_ 28 well as force; the befiegers bufinefs being 
to take the city, and the fafety of the be- 
fieged. confifting in’ cluding or diverting the 
plots and endeavours of the enemy. This con- 


due teft lafted cighteen months; but in the end, 
ae for want of meat within the town, and of 


months fiege, DUMbers of defendants to maintain it, againtt 
2 Kings xxv. the numerous multitudes of befiegers, accom- 
In-3- panied with all manner of arms and warlike 


inftruments, they were brought to the laft ine 


evitable neceflity of delivering it up. It was 
taken in the cleventh year, and the ninth day 
of the fourth month of the reign of Zedekiah, 
by the commanders to whom the care of the 
fiege was committed by Nebuchadnezzar, who 
at that time was at Reblatha. If the reader 
fhould be curious to know the names of the 
officers, there was Ner clear, Aremantus, 
Emegar, Nabafaris, and Ee Harampliris: The 
The Babylo- city was taken about midnight. ‘The captains, 
niasenter'd with the reft of the foldiery, went into the 
es yneent temple ; which king Zcdckiah percciving, he 
Ver, Z .’ took his wives, children, commanders, and 
friends, and they all together ficd away pri- 


Zedekiah, : 

wich his = vately by a narrow paflage toward the defart. 
wives, chil- 
dren, and 
commanders, 


flip away to~ 


this efcape, by the means of defertcrs, they 
made after them carly the next morning, and 


ward the de~ overtook and farrounded them at a place not 
The nee to. farfromJecricho. Zedekiah’s friends and com- 
hians over Pabions, in his flight; fecing the enemy ad~| 
ttkethem,  vancing toward them, quitted their maftcr, 
eee ies and ran feveral ways to make the beft thift 


they could for themfelves; the king being in 
a mainer quite abandon’da, with his wives and 
children, and 4 fmall remainder of his com- 
piny, fell into the hands of the cnemy, who 
Me preftntly carried them to the king. = Nebu- 
ee chadnezzar no fooner Iaid his eyes upon him, 
proaches Ze. DUC he calla him all the faithlefs _Perfidious 
tehiah with Hames chat he could think of. “ Did not you 
hisperfidy  § promife me, fays he, to manage the’ power 
eg ingraci- ** and authoricy that I put'you in poffeffion of, 

** for my advantage and behoof ; and am not 
* Uwell requited, do you think, for making 
“you a king in your brother Jehoiakim’s 


king, Vers, 6. 


































They ftood’ 
firm, ‘in fhort, againft all ftratagems and ma-: 
chines, oppofing one inftance to another, as if 

















Bat the: Babylonians getting intelligence of 


* place, by your employing of the credit and 
“ intereft that I gave you to the ruin of your 
“© patron and benefaétor? But that God is 
“* great and juft; who, for the punifhment of 
** your treachery and ingratitude, hath now 
“made you my prifoner.’? When the king 
had laid upon him this load of reproaches, he 
immediatcly caufed his children and his friends His childreti 
to be put to death before his face, and in the and friends 
light of the reft of the captives ; commanding qa ire 

Ne gee ay 2 s face, V2. 
Zedekiah’s eyes to be put out, fo foon as this ‘ 
execution was over, and fo to be carried away 
in chains to Babylon. ‘This way of procced~ 
ing has verified the two prophecies of * Jere~ * Compare 
miah and Ezekiel ; which Zedckiah made fo Jer, xxxiv. 3d 
little account of, by reafon of fome femblance Sees 
of a contradiétion betwixt them ; the former Jeremiah and 
foretelling, that hc fhould be taken captive, Ezekiel re- 
and carried to Babylon; fpeak with the king concil’d. 
himfelf, and {ee him face to face 3 but Ezckicl’s 
prediction was, that he fhould be carricd away 
to Babylon, and fhould not fee him; which 
he could not do there, when he was brought 
blind thither. 
_ Tuts may ferve to convince, even the moft 
ignorant, of the power and wifdom of God, 
and of the conftancy of his counfels, through 
all the various ways of his operations; ‘and it 
may likewife fhew us that God’s foreknow 
ledge of things is certain, and his providence 
regular, in the ordering of events; befide, 
that it holds forth a moft exemplary inftance 
to us, of the danger of our giving way to the 
motions’ of . incredulity and folly, that take 
from us the means of difecrning the fatalitics 
that threaten us. : 

Tuxs was the end of the race of David, The race of 
after one and twenty kings in fucceffion, in David was 
the {pace of five hundred and fiftcen years, OW cxting, 
fix months, and ten ae including the twen-~ 
ty years reign of Saul, who was of another 
tribe. ee . 

NepucHADNEzzZan, after this great victory Orders ta 
obtain’d, fent Nebuzar-Adan, his commander rifle and pee 
in chief, to Jerufalem, with ordcrs to pillage a Gar ute 
the temple, and burn it; to do the like to the city, and car- 
palace; and after the laying of the city all ry away the 
level with the ground, to carry away the peo- people cap~ _ 
ple captive to Babylon. ‘In the eleventh year lon renee 
of the rcign of Zedckiah, Nebuzar-Adan put ‘The order 
his inftructions in execution ; taking away out exccuted, and 
of the temple all the veficls of gold and fiJ- thetimewhen 
ver, Solomon’s great laver, with the brazen i Was done. 
pillars, and their chapitcrs, with the golden 
tables and candlefticks ; and after this general 
plunder, he firft fet the temple on fire; and 
after that, he laid the palace and the city in 
afhes. ‘This pafs’d on the firft day of the fifth 
month; the cleventh of Zedekiah, and thé 
cightcenth year of the rcign of Nebuchadnez- 
zar, ‘The temple was burnt four hundred and 
feventy years, fix months, and tcn days from 
the building of it; one thoufand and fixty two 
years, fix months, and ten.days, {rom the If 
raclites coming out of the Jand of Egypt; 
one thoufand nine hundred filty years, ‘fix 
months, and ten days from the deluge, and 
three thoufand five hundred and thirteen years, 


}fix months, and ten days‘ from the creation of 


the world. As to the computation of years, 
in what compafs of Mic, what, and when 
every thing was dot} we have already given 
‘an account of it in order 





* Uso 
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Uvow the deftruction of JTerufalem, and the 
.. tran{portation of the people, Nebuzar-Adan 
took the following perfons prifoners with him. 
There was the high-prict Scraiah, and after 
him Sepheniah, who was the next prieft in dig- 
nity ; three head-kcepers of the temple ; the 
firft cunuch of the bed-chamber, with feven of 
the king’s friends, bejide the king’s fecretary, 
and other men of note, to the number of fixty 5 
which were brought altogether to the king, 
who was then at Reblathis, a city of Syria. 
Some of them The king caufed the heads of the high-prieit, 
pat todesthy aod the great men, to be ftruck off in that city; 
** but the muleitude of the prifoners, together 
with Zedekiah himfelf, he order’d to be bound, 
ahd carried captive to Babylon, together with 
Tchozadack, the high-prieit, to be taken and 
bound along with them; which Jchozadack 
was the fon of Seraiah, who was put to death 
at Reblathis, as is faid already. ; 

Havine now gone through the royal linc, 
and the fucceffion of them from father to fon, 
in order, it will be convenient to obferve the 
{ame method with the high-priefts, who from 
time to time, 
thofe kings, cxercifed the facerdotal_ office. 
The faccel- The firft Pontifex after the building of Solo- 
tion of £22 mon’s temple was Zadok, After him came his 


high. arietts : : : . 
ile ele. fon Ahimaaz; and after Ahimaaz, Azariah ; 
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Others kept 
in chains. 





hofadoc, who was carricd away to Babylon. 
All thefe handed down the pontificate in a 
continued fucceflion in their families from ge- 
neration to generation, 

Upon the king’s return to Babylon, Zede- 


Zedehiah : : - 3 . 
kiah was committed co prifon; and in the pri- 


cies In priton 


sz Babylon, fon he died, and had afterward the honour of 


Jer The holy veffcls the king 


. a royal fepulchre. 






it gr. 
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idols; allotted habitations to the people in 
-k Babylon, and fet Jchozadack at liberty. Now 


perfon, both for pene 
allotted his prifoners fuc 


a Certain tribuce to the king. 





cubeharg ment; and the king having given order to the 
end the (© 9 overnor to take a particular. care of him, Ge- 
of him cam- & . oe P u ? 

raitted toGe- daliah moy’d it to the prophet to go along 
aalich, Jer.aL With him to Babylon; for it was but reafon 
the king fhould be at the charge of his jour- 
ney; or if he did not like that place, Iet him 
pitch upon any other, and he would write to 
the king about it. ‘Che prophet’s anfwer was, 
that he had no mind to remove at all, but ra- 
ther ttay where he was, and take his part in 
the miferable ruins of his native country. 
Nebuzar-Adan being inform’d how the pro- 
phet ftood affeéted, gave Gedaliah a ftridt 
charge to fec him well provided for; made 
him feveral contiderable prefents himfclf, and 
fo lett him, and returned to Babylon. “Jcre- 
iniah upon this made choice of Mizpah for 
place of his abode, having firft obtain’d 


toh 


fteremtial 
vous to Geda- the 





oh aoe of Nebuzar-Adan, Barugh’s liberty, as’ well as 
want tiles Bas his own, whom he tod¢or his companion. 
pach for his * Ifis and Axioramas are fidtitious names, 


SIPEG t ‘Phe fine learned prelate reads 


VIUS JOSEPHUS of 














in a continued fucceffion under 


and fo forward; Joram, * Ifus, Axioramus, 
Phidcas, Sudeas, + Julus, Jotham, Urias, Ne- 
rias, Odeas, Saldumus, Elcias, Sarcas, and Je- 




















wg toOk out of the temple, he dedicated to his 


Nebuzar-Adan, the general that brought away 
the people prifoners, left the poorer fort of 
people, and the deferters, under the command 
of Gedaliah, the fon of Ahikam, an eminent 
and juftice, who 
a proportion of 
ground to improve and live upon, paying fuch 
The prophet 
Jeremiah was alfo difcharg’d of his imprifon- 





Book X, 


This Baruch was the fon of Neriah, a perfon 
nobly born, and perléétly well skill’d in che 
language of his country. 

Tue burning and the facking of Jerufalem, 
and the return of the Babylonians into their 
own couniry, was by this time made known to 
all the deferters that had left the city in the 
time of the fiege, and fo they garher’d toge- The ieatter'y 
ther from all places in throngs to Gedaliah at Jews throng 
Mizpah. ‘The principal men among them-were Se to Cee 
Johanan, the fon of Careah; Jaazaniah and ENTS: 
Saraiah, with fome others; and betide thefe 
there was Ifhmael, a perfon of royal blood ; 
bur otherwife falfc and malicious to the high- 
eit degree. This man, in the time of the fiegey 
fled to Bathal, the king of the Ammonites, 
for fanétuary, where he had continued ever 
fince. Upon the application of thcfe people 
to Gedaliah, he gave them an invitation to con- Gedaliah in- 
tinue there, and to plant; for they might live vites them to 
quictly and at cafe, without anyzdanger from ieee 
the Babylonians; binding himfelf by an oath plant Ver 
to ftand by them and affiit them, if any man jo. ” a 
fhould offer to give them any moleftation or 
trouble. Now, fays he, do but you refolve 
among yourfelves what ‘town or place you 
would fettle in, and you fhall have fome of 
my people along with you to affift you in pre- 
paring and fitting up habitations for you; on+ 
ly you muft take care not to flip the feafon of 
providing for the next vintage and harvetft; 
that you may not want corn, wine, or oil, 
next winter for your fubfiftence. When he 
had given them this encouragement and affu- 
rancc, he lett every man at liberty to difpofe 
of himfelf at his own diferction, and to chufe 
for his refidence what place he himfelf pleafed. 

Tue report of Gedaliah’s gen¢rous huma- 
nity and tendernefs toward the fugitives who 
had applicd themfelves to him tor refuges 
gain’d him fo great a reputation with all the 
neighbouring nations, that they came trooping 
to him from all parts, and quickly made up a 
confiderable plantation; for they had lands 
affign’d them in -propricty, upon condition on 
ly of paying a certain acknowledgment to the 
king of Babylon. Johanan and the reft of the 
great men had a very high efteem for the cour= 
tefy of Gedaliah to the planters, and therefore 
advertifed him in friendfhip and refpeét, that 
there was a confpiracy carried on againft him, -prey tet 

; : : : y te 
betwixt the king of the Ammonites and Ifh- him of a plot 
mael; and that Hhmacl was to aflaffinate him upon his lile, 
with fecrecy and treachery; and being a mem~Grried out 
ber of the royal family, that he intended to aie Ane: 
aflume the government of the Ifraclites by that nites, and 
means. Now the ready way to fecure Geda- Ifhmiel to 
liah againft this praétice, would be for them oxccute it 
privately to difpatch Mhmacl; which, with Je *"'4 
his leave, they would undertake to do; tor 
they were afraid, if this mifchicf was not 
timely prevented, it would prove the ruin of 
all the Ifraclites in the conclufion. Gedaliah 
told them, that he could not believe it poffible Gegatiah is 
for any man to be fo barbarous and ungrate= too generous 
ful, that lay under fo many obligations to the to believe it 
contrary; ncither could it enter into his head, ibid. 
that a man who was never known to do any 
fuch thing under the provocation of his nc- 
ceflitics, Should now be in a plot to deftroy 
that perfon himfelf, whom by all the tics of 
honour and hofpitality he was obliged to de- 
ro ae ees 


aa bithop Monntague his hewn in his Apparatus. 
Joel and Ofeis tor Odews, and Sallum for Saldum. See Apparat. 6. 
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fend and preferve, though with the hazard of 

his own life, if it fhould have been attempted 

by any other man whatfoever. But to make 

fhort, he told them however, that fuppofing 

the information to be true, he had much rather 

lofe his own life, than take away the life of 

any man that had committed himfelf to his 

truft. Johanan, and his companions, finding 

that all they faid was to no purpofe, upon this 
‘declaration of Gedaliah’s, went their way. 

Some thirty days after this difcourfe, Ifh- 

macl, with ten of his friends, gave a vifit to 

Gedaliah at Mizpah, where they were received 

and treated with all the frecdom and. refpeét 

imaginable. ‘They drunk very plentifully, till 

‘Gedaliah and his companions were dull and 

heavy-headed ; and the other party obferving 

it, took the opportunity of falling upon them, 

rhe teegehe~ and without any difficulty kill’d the mafter of 

yous murder the houfe, and ‘all the reft of his guards. It 

of Gedaliah was now in the dead of the night; and all the 

by ee people, as well foldiers as others, -carelefly 

Jens > ™ fecure, and afleep; fo that they made the fame 

havock in the ftreets, and elfewhere, as they 

had done at Gedaliah’s juft before; deftroying 

Abloody and murdering all they could find, whether 

mallacre, Ver. Jews or Babylonians, without any diftinétion. 

3777+ ‘The next day there came up to the city a com- 

pany of about fourfcore men out of the coun- 

try, with prefents for Gedaliah, knowing no- 

thing as yet of the maffacre of the laft night. 

So foon as Ifhmacl faw them, he cali’d them 

in to Gedaliah; fhut the doors upon them, and 

cut their throats in the palace, caufing the bo- 

dics afterward to be thrown into a pit, where 

they might lic conccal’d. There was not a 

man of all that number that efcaped, fave on- 

ly fome few that promifed to make difcovery 

of goods, cloaths, and corn, that were con- 

cealed under ground, if they would but re- 

prieve them till they made the difcovery. Some 

of them were fpar’d upon the hope of this 

Allthe wo- difcovery; but for the common people of Miz- 

ok and ee pah, the women, and the children, they were 

fn of Miz- 211 carried away; and among the reft, the 


an in daughters of Zedckiah, which Nebuzar-Adan 
Zedekiah’s had left, under the care of Gedaliah. Ifh- 
daughters macl went away prefently with the news of 
a ia >, this exploit to the king of the Ammonites; 
Jotianan and but Johanan, with the reft of the leading men, 
iis compa- hearing of this bloody execution at Mizpah, 
nions purlue and the death of Gedaliah, took it fo hcinouf- 


Ihhmael, anc 
overtake him, 
Ver. ia, 12. 


ly, that they drew every man his foldicrs to- 
: as a Nee 
gether, and join’d in the purfuit of Ifhmacl, 
whom they overtook at the fountain of He- 
bron, The firft fight of the purfucrs rejoic’d 
the hearts of the prifoners that Nhmacl was 
carrying away with him; for fufpecting them 
at firft fight to be, what they really were, 
fricnds come to their affiftance, they went over 
immediately, one and all, to the party of Jo- 
hanan 3 but Hhmacl, with only cight of his 
it Mincet, COMpanions, fled to the king of the Ammo- 
andeight ° DICCS. Johanan, in the mean time, with the 
with him, fly people he had taken from I{hmacl, cunuchs, 
tothe king of women, and children, marched to a place that 
eee iscalled Mandra, and there they ftaid onc day, 
*! FS berhinking themfelves of going into Egypr, left 
the Babylonians, in a rage for che murder of 
They confule their governor, fhould in revenge fall upon 
Jeremiah thems but, however, for their better fecurity, 
ratte a they took up a refolution to confult jercg 
to follow his, What courfe to take. So they put the quef- 
aie Jer, tion ty him; promifing with an oath to do 
XL 1- 6. 
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refcues the 
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whatever he fhould advife them to. ‘The pro- 
pher affured them he would do what he could 
for their fatisfa¢tion ; and upon the tench day 
after this, God appeared to him, 4nd bad hint 
go and tell Johanan, and the reft of che ¢om- 
manders, ‘“* That if they continued where 
** they were, he would affift and fecure them 
againft any harm from the Babylonians, 
whom they were fo much afraid of ; but it 
after this prerionition, they fhould rather go The prophet 
into Egypt, let them look to themfelves, charges them 
and expect the fame fate and judgment thar fo O80 0° 
“* had befallen their brethren ‘before them.” gt’ P >! *"?? 
This was the meflage the prophet deliver’d, 
them by God’s exprefs direction, though they 
could hardly believe it to be the will of God, 
that they fhould continue where they weres 
but took it rather for an invention of the pro- 
phet’s, in favour of Baruch, his difciple, and 
to expofe them to the wrath of the Babylo» 
nians; fo that Johanan and the reft of the They gointo 
people; in contempt of God’s word by his Egypt, and 
prophet, went away into Egypt, and carried eens 
Jeremiah and Baruch along with them. When along with 
they were come thither, it was revcaled from them, Jer. 
heaven to the prophet, that the king of Baby- xliii 1--6, 
jon fhould bring an army into Egypr; and he 
commanded Jeremiah to tell the people as 
much, and that Egypt fhould be taken, where The prophet 
part of them fhould be kill’d, and part car- foretels them 
ried away captives to Babylon, which came to 384!» pert 
pafs accordingly; for in the fifth year after ,O7Rt aa 
the deftruétion of Jerufalem, and the three themfelves 
and twentieth of Nebuchadnezzar, he made kill'd, or 
an inroad into Ceele-Syria; and upon fubdu- made ee 
ing it, carried the war forward ro the Ammo» ,O get 
nites and Moabites; and when he had fub- 7" 
je€ted them too, he made a furious incurfion 
into Egypt; kill’d the then reigning king, and 
fet up another in his place; and the Jews 
whom he found there, were carricd away a 
fecond time prifoners to Babylon. 

‘T1s was the miferable fate of the Hebrews, 
as we have the ftory, who were twice carried 
away beyond the Euphrates; for the ten tribes 
were firit tranfported by the Affyrians out of 
Samaria, in the rcign of Hofeah; and then 
the othertwo, by Nebuchadnezzar the king 
of the Chaldeans and the Babylonians, upon 
the taking of Jerufalem. Now Salmanafier 
tranfplantcd the Chuthites into the country of The Chu- 
the Ifraelires, out of the heart of Media and thites call’d 
Perfia ; and they were called Samaritans from Samaritans, | 
the name of the place into which they were 2 Kings xvil. 
tranfplanted ; but they king of Babylon car-**: 
ried away the other two tribes, without intro~ 
ducing any other in their ftcad. And this was 
the rcafon that Judea, with Jerufalem, and the 
temple, lay wholly abandon’d for the {pace of 
feventy years. ‘Ihe time betwixt the captivity 
of the tcn tribes, and the tranfmigration of the 
other two, was one hundred and thirty ycars, 
fix months, and ten days. 

Nesucuapnezzar appointed avery ftrik The hope- 
and {eleé choice to be made, out of the youths fillet youths 


of the Jews, both for birth, vigour, and beau- teal fee 
ty, and feveral of them, the relations of king the fervite of 


Zedckiah ; he appointed allo the: beft tutors Nebuchad-_ 
that could be had, for their inftiturion, and nezzar's court, 
divers of them to be caftrated according to Pa b+ 375+ 
the practice of that country, being the hand- 
fomeft boys of conquer’d nations. He fent 
them their meat from his own table, and took 
great care to have them inftruéted in the Chal- 

Yyy dean 
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dean difcipline and learning, whercin they 
advaneed very much in a fhort time. There 
were four of Zcdckiah’s relations in the num- 
ber, whofe names were Danicl, Ananias, Mi- 


The hifory fhacl, and Azariah ; but the Babylonians 
of Beltehic- Changed their names, and called Danicl, Bel- 
ate tefhazzar ; Ananias, Shadrach; Mithacl, Me- 


thach; and Azariah, Abednego. The king 
had a Wonderful tendernefs tor them all, both 
in regard of the fwectnefs of their difpolition, 
and the extraordinary pregnancy of their un- 
derftanding. Danicl look’d upon that volup- 
tuous way of feeding to be too delicate for 
people in rheir condition, and therefore they 
went to Aichanes, the cunuch, that had them 
in charge, and intreated him rather to make 
ufé of thofe delicacies which the king fent 
them irom his own table, for the fervice of 
himfelt, and his family ; and it they had but 
pulfe, or dates, or any ordinary food that had 
no lite in’t, it would be to them full as fatif- 
factory ; tor thofe delicacies, they faid, went 
ataintt their ftomachs. The cunuch told them 
that he would gratify them with all his heart ; 
but if they fhould grow lean, and thin, upon 
fuch an abftemicus way of tecding, or look 
perhaps lefs aimable upon it, and appear in 
2 lefs agreeable habit of health and colour, 
he was atraid the king might have fome fuf- 
picion cf the matter, and take offence at it; 
Which might be as much as his lite was worth ; 
efpecially when the reft of thcir companions, 
that ted better than they did, ihould be ob- 
derved to look bettcr too. They found the 
eunuch not fo obftinate in oppoling their re- 
queit as he might have been, and fo prefs’d 
him to make the experiment, only for ten 
days; and after that time, if he found the 
change did not fo well agree with them as 
their former 2llowance, and that they 
fhould not keep their health, their colour, 
and the fame habit of body, aiter that trial, 
that they had before, he might bring them 
buck again to the king’s way of entertain- 
ment, "The cunuch was prevail’d upon to 
make trial of it, and when be found them fo 
dar from being the worte for the alteration, 
thar they grew more vigorous upon it, both 
in the dilpctitien of their bodies and minds, 
he made no longer a {cruple of complying 
with their defires, bur gave them what they 
demanded, and kept the king’s allowance to 
himfcit; which agreed fo well with Daniel, 
und his fricnds, that, comparatively, they 
fecim’d to be bettcr provided tor than the 
reit, and all their faculties kept in better 
tone for either ftudy or labour 5 being neither 
overcharg’d or furfeited with variety, nor ren- 


fhech, and 
Abzdnego, 
Ver. S16. 





der’d effeminate with the luxury of pleafing 


the palate. By this temperate frugal way of 
menage and dilcipline, their {pirits were kept 
clear and active, as appeared by their won- 
dertul improvement in the Hebrew, as well 
as the Chaldean learning ; but of Danicl ef 
pecially, who had gotten fuch an infight into 
their arts, that he took upon him the expound. 
ing of dreams, and had many times vilions of 
his own to work upon. 


Egypt, Nebuchadnezzar had a wonderful yi- 
fion, and a revelation from God in his flecp, 
oi the meaning of it: but when he came af. 
terwards to rifc trom his bed, he had quite 
forgottcn it. So he prefently feng for his 
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Icarncd men, as Chaldcans, Magi, and Pro- 
phets, and told them that he had had a itrange 
dream, but it was now utterly out of his 
head, and therefore required them to tell him 
what it was, and what was the fignification 
of it. They made him anfwer, that as to the firlt He com. 
part of his propofition, it was a thing not to be ee Inte, 
done ; but it he would be pleas’d to tell them the ,.)) Baron ; 
dream, they would be anfwerable to give him the drean 
the interpretation of ir. ‘The king in a rage was, upon 
commanded them without any more ado, to peril of their 
tell him his dream, or they fhould-dic for’e 5 -7Y°0, *e 
but they could noc undertake ir, they faid, - 
and fo they were all order’d to be put to They are all 
death. When Daniel came to underftand that order’d to be 
the wife men were all to be put to death, and Putt death, 
to confider, that he and his relations were al- 
{o in danger upon the fame account, he went 
to Arioch, the captain of the hing’s guards, 
to learn what the crime was they were con- 
demned for: fo the captain told him, thac 
the king had a dream, which he himiclf had 
forgotten, and that they were to dic, becauie 
they could not tell him what ic was. Daniel 
made anfwer, that if he could but get them 
a reprieve only for one night, he would not 
defpair of giving him the facisfaction he re- 
quir’d 5 tor he had fome hope that God would 
that very night be prevail’d upon to enable him 
to do it. The captain gave the king an aecount paniet gets 
of this difcourfe and propofal ; and thercupon them a te- 
the execution was refpited, only to try what ee 
good was to be donc upon that cxperiment. a 
Daniel, with his companions, went into his bed- . 
chamber, and {pent that whole night in prayers. 
to God, for the means of refolving the qac- 
ftion, and tor the delivering thofe people from 
death, that were now fallen under the king’s 
difpleafure, by laying before him the particu- 
lars of the Jaft night’s dream, which was 
now flipt out of his memory. God. was 
pleafed upon this interceffion of Daniel, both 
in compaifion to the mifcrable, and out of ten- 
dernefs for the prudence of Danicl’s media- Gog reveak 
tion, to make known, not only the dream it- to Daniel the 
felf, bur the fignification of it; to the end, dream, and 
that he might communicate the whole matter te fgniice 
to the king. Danicl was fotran{ported with Ver.19.. 
this revelation, that he got up carly in the ° 
morning, gave his brethren a word of com- 
fort, being now brought to the lait point of 
defperation, and thinking of nothing but 
death, bad them cheer up, and hope the bett, 
for that all things were now fecure. When 
they had given God thanks, together for his 
fatherly care and piety over them, Danicl 
| went to Arioch by break of day, tocarry him 
to the king, with affurance that he fhould now 
have all the particulars laid before him of his 
late dream. 
Upon Daniel’s admittance to th 
firft told him, 


ee 


e king, he 
““ That it was not any over- 
wecning opinion he had of his own wif= 
dom, as if he knew more than the Chal- 
deans and the Magi; or any defign of a 
reproach upon them, for not. being able to 
refolve a queftion which he could explain. 
It was not any thing of this, fays he, that 
made me engage in this matter; for I am 
not a perfon to pretend to more skill and 
underftanding than my neighbours: but it 
is purcly the work of God in pity to the 
miferable, and in mercy to my prayers, for 
the lives and fafety of myfclf and my 
*° friends, 
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** fricnds, that hath revcaled this dream to , cation of it, the princes, the great men and 

“¢ me, and laid open the meaning of it. Lhave | officers out of all his dominions; _ making 

“© not been fo folicitous for the fafery of my- | proclamation, that immediately upon hearing 

“< felf, and my companions under your dif-} the found of a trumpet, they thould ‘all tall Al people to 
** pleafure, as for your honour and glory; in| down and worthip this image; and chat who- fll down and 
“ cafe of putting fo many good and worthy | ever refufed ir, fhould be caft into the fiery Wor its 
** mento death, contrary to right and jufticc, | furnace. Upon the founding of this trampec, fund of the 
* and only for not being able to do a thing | accordingly, all the -pcople fell -down and trumpet, or 
** which ic is utterly impoffible for ficfh and | fhipped, fave only Daniel and his relations ; to be calt in- 
* blood to do; or for any but a fupernatural | who refufing to do it, out of a reverence to Saaiehael 


“ power to accomplifh. = 





a 


; the laws of their country, were inform’d a- Ver 2-76, 
“You were bethinking yourfelf what would | gainft, and caft into the fire; but by a mer- Daniel and 

** become of the empire of the world when | ciful providence, and beyond all human ima- bis compani- 

** you were gone, and who thould fuccecd to | gination, their lives were preferv’d, as if the Re ae 

“it. Now the dream you had was a kind | fame itfelf had been confcious of the in- -° ~ 

* of a refolution upon that enquiry ; for God | juftice of the fentence, and fufpended the ve- 

* fhew’d you in your fleep thofe that were to | ry nature of its confuming quality in favour 

*‘ rule after you. You dreamt you faw a| of the innocent; for they were not fo much 

* large image, or ftatuc, flanding upright; | as feorch’d with ir; as if God, in his gra- 

« the head was gold ; the fhouldersand arms | cious providence, had made their bodies proot 


Daniel tells ) ‘ 1 we . 
the king his “ filver; the belly and the thighs, brafs; the | againft the fames. But the thing that mott re- This provi- 
dream, Wer. € legs and the feet, iron, You faw then a} commended them to the king’s tenderncfs and eee ee 
sree «s ai broken off from a mountain, that | cfteem, was the miraculous proof of God’s greater reve- 


“* fe upon this image, overthrew it, and | love and goodnefs to them in their juftifica- rence for 
** broke it fo fmall, that the duft of the gold, | tion ; for upon this ground the king had a vc- them, V. 30. 
** filver, brafs, and iron, was as light as} ry great honour for them ever after. 
¢ chaff, and carry’d away by a blaft of wind Nor long after this Nebuchadnezzar had Nebuchad- 
“© to the furthermoft parts of the earth ; the | another dream, as furprizing as the former ; De ee 
* ftone growing fo great all this while, that | which was, that “ Being driven away from Dae Vee 
“ ir lay like a mountain upon the face of the | “ his kingdom he liyed feven years among 10--17. 
: “ earth. ‘This was your dream, andI come | “ the beafts of the foreft, and was afterwards 
@ «drtheex- © now to the interpretation of it. By the!“ reftoredto his former dignity and ftate.” 
pofision of it, «& golden head is fignify’d yourfelf, and other | The king put the queftion once again to the 
thi *© Kings of Babylon before you: the two hands | Magi upon this vifion alfo; but Daniel was 
* and fhoulders portend that two kings fhall| the only perfon again to expound the mean- 
* deftroy your empire; and aftcrward, their | ing of it: and according to his prediétion, it 
“ empire will be fubverted by another king | fucceeded in the event; for “ after feven Daniel’sin- 
“ coming from the weft in armour of brafs3 |“ years of his life {pent in an infociable foli- an, 
« and he is to be ‘fubducd afterward by ano-|} “ tude, and no perfon all this time daring ap se 
“ ther in iron; which, in the nature of it, is] “ to make any attempt upon his government, 
“ ftronger than gold, filver, or brafs, and not | “ God, by his prayers, was prevail’d upon to 
“6 to be refitted.” Danicl gave an interpre-|‘ re-inftate him in the exercife of his kingly, 
tation alfo of the ftonc, which I fhall pafs| power.” Let no body blame me for deli- 
over in this place; for it is my bufinefs to| vcring the fame reportsin my writings, thar I 
write of things paft, and noc ot things to] find in ancient hiftory ; for f£ have anticipated 
come. But for the fatisfaétion of the inqui- | all thofe cavils in the very beginning of this 
fitive into the dark events of things, I fhall| work, by making a publick profcflion, to do 
only recommend unto them the book of Da-| the part only of a faithful tranflator of the 
niel, as we have it in facred writ. ftory out of Hebrew into Greek, and to deli- 
NEBUCHADNEZZAR, In great admiration, ac- ver every thing honeftly as I find it, without 
knowledg’d this to be his dream, and falling | making it morc or lefs than in truth tt is. 
The king a~ upon his tace, ador’d Daniel like a God, and NEBUCHADNEZZAR, in fine, was a prince 
cores Daniel appointed divine honours to be done him:} very ‘induftrious, and much more fortunate 
for his witt : : F ‘ 2 4 : rt 
jom, and. afd this would not ferve neither, without] than any of his anceftors, He died ‘in the 
sive him the giving him the name of his God *, and fo he | three and fortieth year of his age. Beroftis, Berofis 
tame of his made him ruler of the whole province, join-| in the third book of his Chaldean hiftory, writes of this 
god Belte- ing feveral of his kindred with him the fame | makes mention of it in thefe words: -}-> Ne- Nebuchad- 
haanar, Ver. . +3 . ’ . “ ‘chod for the fath f h ind _ newzar.- 
goand iv, §,commiflion. This promotion was follow’d with buchodonofor the father, fays he, under 
fuch an envy upon Danicl and his relations,j| “ ftanding that a certain great officer of his, 
that it had like to have coft them all their} ‘© to whom he had committed the govern- 
lives, by a difguft the king took upon this fol-] “ ment‘of Egypt, Coele-Syria, and Pheenicia, 
lowing occafion. ‘¢ was fallen off from his allegiance, and not 
Hefets upa  WNrpucHADNeEZzzAR the king madcanimage| “ being in a condition of body himfelf to 
per nimsee of gold, fixty + cubits in height, and fix **|“ bear the fatigues of the war in his own 
“in breadth, and placed it in the great plain of | “ perfon, he fent his fon Nebuchodonofor, 
Babylon. He call’d together, upon the dedi-! “* with pare of his army, to reduce’ him ro 








* Viz. Beltefhazzar. , , “ 
+ Sixty cubits were upwards of a hundred and nine Englifh feet, that is, fomething more than thirty fix yards 


and one foot. ; 
+#* Six cubits were fomcthing more than ten Englifh feet, that is, three yards one foot. 
tt In Jofephus he’s called NeGeycLovécorce; but Jot Scaliger (in his notes upon this fragment at the end of his 
book de Emendat. Temp.) fhews from Prolemy and Eufebius, thar the name Should be Nagre,adswess- See 


Vorftins’s Exercit. 2. de Ixx. annis captivitatis, &c h 
“«€ his 
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“© his obedience. He tound him out ; fought, 
« and overcame him, and fo reduced the re- 
yolted provinces to their duty. The tather 
in the mean time was taken away by 2 tick- 
nefs at Babylon, in the * onc and twenricth 
year of hisreign. The young prince was 
« Ao fooner informed of the death of his fa- 
ther, but he took immediate care for the 
“ fettling of his affairs in Egypt, and the refit 
“« of the provinces 5 recommending to fome 
particular friends the charge of conveying 
“his prifoners, Jews, Syrians, Phenicians, 
«© and Egyptians, to Babylon, with the army 
and baggage; While he himitelt, witha fmall 
‘ retinue, took his way thicher over the de- 
ee fur, ‘The government was referv’d for him 
‘ in the mean while, by the Chaldeans 5 and 
« by che great men among them, in his ab- 
“ fUnce, fecured till his return. So that when 
© he came to enter upon the adminiftration, he 
was eftablithed in the full poffeflion of his 
paternal empire. The firft thing he did was 
“ ft > make a commodious diftribution of his 
captives into colonics; and atter that, to 
« adorn and illuftrate the temple of Belus, 
< and other religious places, with fpoils of 
war. He repaired and enlarged the ancient 
 editices of the city, and railed works upon 
« the banks of the river, to prevent all ap- 
proaches that way. He crected three walls 
or retrenchments, within the bounds of the 
« city, and as many without, all brick work ; 
and when he had fortilficd the town after 
«6 this remarkable manner, he .beautified the 
« gates with a curiofity of frontifpicce, like 
“ the finithing of the temple work; ancl ad- 
« vane’d another palace contiguous to that of 
"© his tucher’s, with all poffible art and magni- 
ficence; but the particulars are too many, 
« and would be too long to be deferibed in 
“ this place. There is only one thing that I 
“ cannot but take notice of; which is, that 
“ this fpacious and ftately fabrick was finifhed 
in fifteen days. In this building there 
were vaft ftones fupportcd upon atches, that 
look’d like mountains hanging in the air; 
and they were planted on the top, with fe- 
yeral forts of trees, in a compliment to the 
queen, who being a Median, had a paffionate 
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“ defire to fee fome artificial refemblance of 


‘© the gardens and rarities of her own country.” 
Mezathene; -fegafthenes, in the fourth volume of his hif- 
2 tory of India, fpeaks of thefe garden works, 
and fers forth this kisg, both tor his enter- 
prize, and for his performances, to have been 
much fuperior to Hercules himfelf, having 
fabdued the + greateft part of Libya, and like- 
wife Iberia, Diocles makes mention of this 
king in the fecond book of his Perfian hiftory ; 
and fo Philoftratus, in the account he gives of 
the Phenicians and the Indians ;_ telling how 
this prince, in the days of Ithobal king of 
Tyre, maintain’d a fiege of thirteen years 
againft that town. And this is all the ac- 
count I can find among the hiftorians concern~ 
ing him. 


Diocies and 
Philoftratus. 















Book X, 


SOUL. 


Nebuchadnezzar, and 
The reyal line cf Bacy- 
lon down io Belfoazzar. Gyrus and Darius 
befiege bim in Babylon. Daniel expounds @Vi- 
fron to him. Babylon taken, and Belfhazzar 
init. Darius makes Daniel his particular fa~ 
wourite.  Daniel’s wonderful déhverances, vir 
fons, and preditions, 


FTER the death of Nebuchadnezzar, Evil-Mero- 
Evil-Merodach his fon furceeds hiin, dich fucceeds 

who fet Jecohiah, or Jchoiakin, at liberty; ebuebne- 
honour’d him with many prefents, took him qene as for 
into a particular truft and confidence, and madc ar liberty, and 
him the chicf governor of his palace at Baby preferr’d, Jer, 
lon. His father indeed had broken his faith Hh 34. 
fhamefully with this Jeconiah, in making him 
a prifoner after he had fo frankly deliver’d up 
himfelf, his wife, children, and all his rela 
tions upon honour only, for the faving of his 
country from utter ruin, as is faid alrcafhy. 

Evit-Meropacu died in the cightéenth Evil-Mero- 
year of his reign. His fon || Nighifar fuc- dach dies, and 
ceeded him; and when he had reigned forty ie fon Ni. 
years, the kingdom fell by fucccifion to his oe ee 
fon Labofardochus, who Kept it only nine Thekingdom 
months ; and after his death, it went to Bel goes fromhim 
fhazzar, by the Babylonians called Naboandcl. : Labofar- 

** Cyrus the king of the Perfians, and Darius onan 
the king of the Medes, made war upon this zar. 2 
prince; and while they lay befére Babylon, Cyrus and 
there appear’d to Belfhazzar a wonderlul and Darius make 
a prodigious vilion. As he was at fupper in va eee 
a large cating-room, with his courtiers and his befiege Baby- 
concubines about him, and a magnificent often- 


CHAP. 


Evil-Merodach fucceeds 
difcharges Feboiakin. 


lon. 

tation of filver veflels and plate for the fervice Belfhazzar, 
of his table, he call’d, in a frolick, for the cee 
facred veflels alfo out of his own temple, calls forthe 
which Nebuchadnezzar depofited there, upon holy vefiels 
rifling the temple at Jerufalem, though he nc- that were car- 
ver had the confidence to put them to any fom Jou 
prophanc or private ufe. Belfhazzar was now tem, to a 
warm in his cups, and entertaining himfclfin, Dan.v.2, 
and his company, with prophanc extravagan- 3- 

cies of fpeech againft the majefty of the truc 

God; when in the height of his jollity there 

appear’d a hand, writing certain fyllables up- In the middle 
on the walls, which put the king into fuch an of his jollity, 
agony of terror, that he prefently call’d dees ait 
council of cunning men and Chaldcans, and Paar upon 
all fort of diviners, who among thofe barba- the wall,V. 5 
rians value themfelves upon a faculty of dif- 

clofing the meaning of prodigies, and the in- 
terpretation of dreams, to find out the pur- 

port of the words that were there writ upon 

the plaifter. ‘They laid their heads together, The kinz 
and upon advice and confideration, frankly confults his 
declared, that they underftood nothing of the Magi about 
matter. Upon this the king in an anxiety of? Sete 
thought and furprize, caufed a proclamation 

to be publifh’d all over his dominions, with 

promife of a golden chain, the privilege of 4 Great ho- 
royal purple robe, and the third place of rule nours and © 


in his kingdom, to any man that fhould give ward: pro 
mifed to hir 


that fhall ex- 


qe re cern et AD EESTI CSET CS 
ound that 


It fhould be the nine and twentieth, as Scaliger has inform’d us in his commentary upon this piece. 


Vorftius’s Exercit. 2. de lxx. annis caprivitatis. 


T See Scaliges’s notes upon the fragment of Berofus, and Cunzus de Rep. Hebrzorum, 
+ The tranilation follous Scaliger’s correction of the place. : 
See Scaliger’s notes upon the fragment of Berofus, p. 14, 15, &c. and Vorftius’s Exercit. 4. 


|| Nip alzeess, Jor 
de voce Sefack. : 


See writing, ibic. 


lib. i. ¢. 15. 


** Tow Tofephus confounds the laft kings of Babylon, may be feer in Vorftins’s 4. Exercit. de voce Sefack. 
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by the dire¢ction of a divine {piric. 


Daniel is re- 
commended 
for the inter~ 
preter, Lan. Vv. 
ii, 42. 


Daniel is 
brought ro 
the king, Ver. 
13. 


Daniel ex~ 
pounds the 
writing, Ver. 
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XII. 


him the interpretation of that writing. Upon 
this proclamation the wife men gather’d to- 
gether more and more, ina ftrife who fhould 
unfold this myftery, and all to no manner of 
purpofe in the conclufion. 

Wutte the king was under great perplexi- 
ty of mind and aftonifhment, at thefe difap- 
pointments, his grandmother went to him and 
told him, that tor his comforr there was 4 
certain Jew among the prifoners that Nebu- 
chadnezzar brought away with him upon the 
dcftruétion of Jernfalem, who was look’d up- 
on to be a man of great wifdom and forefight, 
and fo wonderfully skill’d in the folving of 
nice difficulties and queftions, as if he fpoke 
She told 
him alfo that Nebuchadnezzar made ufe of him 
for his interpreter in the like cafes, when no 
body cl{e was able to refolve him; wherefore 
fhe defir’d the king by any means to fend for 
Danicl, and to enquire of him about that wri- 
ting, and give him encouragement to {peak 
the truth, though it fhould import fomething 
dreadful to himfelf, if it were but to dafh the 
ignorance of other pretenders. Upon this ad- 
vice Belfhazzar caufed Danicl to be fent for; 
profeffing, indeed, that he had heard of the 
profound penctration and underftanding of that 
man, and of the fpirit of divination with 
which he was poflefs’d ; and that he took him 
to be the moft likely perfon in the world to 
divine the truth of a matter which no body 
elfe could interpret. So upon Danicl’s being 
brought, the king put him the queftion, with 
an ailurance, that all che promifes in his pro- 
clamation thould be made good to him, upon 
his folution of it; which would make him 
famous all over the world, wherever it fhould 
come to be known, that he had thefe honours 
done him for his wifdom. 

Dante excufed himiclf from the receiving 
of any gifts or honours. ‘* For wifdom, fays 
** he, is a divine faculty, and not to be cor- 
«© rupted or prophan’d with bribes, but to be 
** ever ready to ferve thofe that ftand in need 
of ic. This writing, fays he, is a foretcl- 
ling to you, that your death is at hand; 
for you fhould have taken warning by the 
judgments that befel your great anceftor for 
‘his contempt of Ged, and have applied your- 
felf to a courfe of life, within the compafs 
of religion, modefty, and moderation. You 
know very well that Nebuchadnezzar was 
banifh’d the focicty of mankind, and con- 
demn’d to the life and condition of a beaft ; 
but that afterward it pleafed God, upon his 
carneft prayers and repentance, to reftore 
him to the converfation of men, and to the 
exercife of his former government, which 
infinite mercy and providence of God he 
adored and cclebrated afterward all the days 
of his life; but for your part, fays Danicl, 
you are fo far from being wrought upon by 
this cxample in your family, that you blaf- 
pheme God to his face, and take a pride in 
prophaning the yeflels of his holy altar, in 
your debauches with your harlots. By this 
lewd courfe of impiety, you have drawn the 
wrath of God upon your head; and the in- 
tent of this writing is only to fhew what 
end you are to come to. Menge, which is as 
much as number, fignifies that the days both 
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ZTXI 
“* of your life and of your reign are number’d, 
and that you have bur a very fhort time to 
= live. Trxex, or weight, gives to undet- 
A fland, that your reign is weighed in the ba» 

lance, and drawing to aconclulion. Peres, 
or a fragment, portends, that your kingdom 
“* fhall be divided, and given to the Medcs 
“and Perfians.” ‘The king was moft terribly 
mortified. with this interpretation; yet not~ 
wichitanding, was fo juft and generous, as to 
make good to Daniel, all thar he had promis’d 
him, though the foreteller of his ruin; con- 
fidering with himfelf, that it was not the pro- 
phet’s faulc, but his own unhappy fatality, thar 
he could tell him no better tidings; neither 
would he deny but Danicl had done the part 
of a juft and a good man, in Ictting him know 
the truth of things, though never fo deplorable 
in the event, 

Iv was not long after this, when both him- Cyrus takes 
felf and the city fell into the power and pof- Babylon, Ver. 
{effion of Cyrus; for Babylon was taken inthe fn 
feventeenth year of the reign of Belfhazzary the tak kine 
who is faid to have been the laft king of Ne- of Nebuchad- 
buchadnezzar’s family. Now Darius was fixe nezzar’s fami- 
ty two years of age, when with the affittance !¥> ibid. 
of Cyrus his kinfman, he wrought the fubver-~ 
fion of the Babylonian empire; which Cyrus 
was the fon of Aftyages, though known among 
the Greeks by another name. He took the 
prophet Daniel along with him into Media, and pyaniel’s ad- 
had him in great honour and eftimation; for vancement 
he made him one of the three chicf governors under Cyrus, 
that had * three hundred and fixty more unde? 
them, according to the original conttitution of 
Darius. Now Darius had fo great a tender- 
nefs and reverence for Danicl, that he confult+ and the envy 
ed him upon all occafions as an oracle, and b¢ oe 
would hardly refolve upan any matter of mo- DY i Dan" 
ment without his advice 3 but it fell out with ”’ 

Danicl, as we find it in the cafe of other 

princes favourites; the confident that is moft 

in credit, never fails of drawing upon himfelf 

the envy of all the reft. Now Daniel was fo Daniel’s inte- 
well aware of thefe court-tricks, and kept fo grity is proof 
ftri€t a guard upon himfelf, that there was no again all. car 
laying hold of any opportunity againft him, Py "¢ 
As to the matter of money and bribes, he had 

a foul fo much above any temptation of that 

kind, that he made a confcience of receiving 

even a lawful acknowledgment for a good of- 

fice. But this did not hinder his cnemics yet 

from plotting his downfal and deftruction ; 

and the manner of it was this: 

Ir being obferv’d that Danicl prayed to God A fare laid 
conftantly thrice a day, his adverfaries, to cn- to entrap bin, 
trap him, bethought themfelves how they V% 57> 
might improve that practice of his to his ruin. 

So they applied themfelves to Darius, in the 
name of his council and ftate officers; and up» 
on their advice and requeft, that he would be 
pleafed fo far to indulge his people, as to pafs 
an ediét only for thirty days, that whofoever 
fhould prefume to ask any thing of God or 
man within that compafs of time, fhould be 
caft into the lions den. The king was fo fhorr- 
fighted, as not to fee through the malice of 
this contrivance, and that the very propofal 
track at the life of Danicl; fo that he affent- 
ed to the motion, promis’d a confirmation of 
it, and order’d the publication of the decree, 
as the act of himfelf and his council. The 
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* Dan. vi. 1. maketh mention of no more than an hundred and twenty. 
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dread of this decree put all people into a ge- 
neral damp and filence, for fcar of being oe 

riz’d into a tranfgrctiion ; faving only Danic. 
himfelf, who went on {Hill in his daily, courfe 
of worthipping God, in the publick view, ol 
the world, as it was his cuttom to do, with- 
out ever regarding the decree. This way of 
proceeding turnifhed his encmies with BG op- 
portunity of a pretence, that they had_ long 
waited for; which immediately they laid hold 
ot, for giving che king to underitand, that Da- 
nicl was the only man, who in contempt of his 
roval proclamation, worfhipped contrary to 
the cenor and direction of the decree, and that 
he did net do this out of piety neither, but 
out cf a fpirie of contradiction, and defiance 
to the authority of the edict. The envy of 
Danicl’s enemics was the more outrageous, up- 
onthe apprehention they had that the king’s 
perfonal induigence tor him mighe incline him 
to pafs over the affront; fo that they prets’d 
him with clamours and outcries, not to be 
reinted, fer juttice upon the malefactor 5 and 
nothing would ferve them, but Daniel mutt 
be immediacely thrown into the lions den. Da- 
tius was fore’d to yield to the violence of thefe 
impertunitics; but told Daniel for his comfort 
in this extremity, that rather than fo good 2 
man thould perith, God would yet work fome 
miracle for his relief; fo Danicl was caft into 
os the Lions den, and a great ftone laid at the 
* month of the den, which the king feal’d with 
his own fignet, and fo went his way to his pa- 
Jace, He pats’d that night, faiting and wa- 
King for the trouble of his mind for Daniel 
would not fufler him either to cat or fleep; 
bet carly in the morning he got up, and went 
to the den, where he touind every thing as he 
leit ic, and the feal untouch’d: He call’d 
upen Daniel then by his name, ata grate that 
look’d down into the den, to know if he were 
living or not; to which Daniel made this an- 
foi vo wer, that he was fate and well; in which in- 
“> gtant the king order’d him to ‘be taken out 
again; bur Daniel’s cnemics would not allow 
this deliverance, however, to he the work of a 
peculiar providence, and would needs face the 
king down, that the lions bellics were full, 
and fo they let him alone tor want of an 
appetite. ‘The king wasfo incenfed at the fpite 
and malignity of thefe people, that he order’d 
as much meat to be given the lions as they 
could get down, and when they would cat no 
longer, to turn Danicl’s accufers in among 
them. If they do not devour them, fays the 
King, ‘tis becaufe their bellies are full; but if 
they do, it muft be allow’d to be a divine pro- 
"is vidence that preferv’d Danicl. In fhort the 
lions tore them to pieces, every one of them, 
with as much cagernefs as if they had been 
ftarved with hunger; or rather, as if the beafts 
themf{clves were become the minifters of Gud’s 
Juftice upon the workers of iniquity. 

AFTCOR this execution donc upon the treach- 
crous complottors againft Danicl, Darius pub- 
lifhed a deeree through his whole empire ; 
commanding his people to acknowledge the 
viele Gol to @Ot of Daniel to be the only trae and Al- 
be the true MUghty God, and at the fame multiplied ho- 
God,V.25,8¢, HOUrs upon the prophet himfelf, in preference 
a oc copiers of his fricnds and favourites, 
Deere Now Daniel, by this way of conduct, having 
baten, the cae S2lned the univerfal-eftecin of a perfon highly 

and man, he erectcd 
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a ftatcly fabrick at Ecbatan, the capital of 
Media; a work every way wonderful, as well 
tor the ftruéture and ftrength of it, as for the 
beauty. ‘The building is ttill ro be feen, and 
looks as irefh and as firm at this inftane as if 
it had been finifhed but the day you firft faw 
it, without any decays of time or age to be 
{cen upon it; whereas it fares with other cdi- 
ficcs as with human bodics, time wears them 
out, and disfigures them. This tower is fa- 
mous for being the royal monument of the 


kings of the Medcs, Perfians, and Parthians,’ 


to which nufe it is ftill applicd, and the place 
likewife committed to the cuftody of a Jewith 
pricit to this very day. There arc fome other 
paflages in the hiftory of Daniel, which are 
yet more admirable and particular, and not to 
be paffed over in filence. He had this fingu~ 
lar bleffing attending him, over and above his 
excellent gift of prophecy, that he liv’d in a 
high degree of reputation, both with king and. 
people; and at his death left an immortal me- 
mory behind him, to his cverlafting honour 3 
tor we find by his writings that are yet ex- 
tant, and in daily ufe and reading, that be- 
yond all queftion, God communed with him 
in a very exprefs manner, and revealed to him 
not only the fum and fubftance of things to 
come, (as was ufual to other prophets,) but 
the very time when fuch or fuch an event 
thould come to pafs. And whcreas other pro- 
phets were more exercifed in the foreboding 
of calamities, and confequently drew upon 
themfclves envy and ill-will, both from princes 
and people, Danicl, on the contrary, made 
friends of both, by the good things he told 
them, which they took delight to hear; and 
then for the certainty of the cvent, all mor= 
tals are agreed upon it, that he fpoke from the 
dictate of an infallible fpirit, as may be abun- 
dantly gather’d alfo from the writings which 
this great prophet hath left behind him. 
“Ir fell out, fays hc, as I was taking the 
air onc day, with fome of my companions at 
Sufa, the metropolis of Perfia, that we 
were furpriz’d all on a fudden with an carth- 
quake. My friends ran away ina fright, 
' and left me alone, fallen profttrate upon the 
ground, in a confternation upon that acci- 
dent. While I was in that pofturc, fome 
body, methought, came, took hold on mc, 
and bad me rifc, and take good notice of 
things; for I fhould fee wonderful revolu- 
tions that would befal my countrymen fe- 
veral ages to come. Upon my arifing, I 
faw a large ram, with feveral horns, and the 
laft taller than the reft. Turning my face 
then toward the weft, I faw a goat that 
pafs’d through the air, and encounter’d the 
ram, ftruck him down twice, and trampled. 
* him under his feet. After this there arofe 
a large horn out of the forchead of the 
goat; and when that came to be broken, 
there fprang up four more inftead of it, point- 
ing toward the four quarters of the heavens.” 
Daniel writes alfo, ‘© That from one of them 
“ came ferth a little horn, which, upon grow- 
ing up, fhould wage war with the nation of 
the Jews, and deftroy Jerufalem itfelf, fup- 
prefs the ceremonies of the temple, and all 
facrifices, for the {pace of twelve hundred 
and ninety fix days.” This was the vifion 
that, as Danicl writes, he faw at Sufa, which 
was firft fhewed by arcyclation from God, and 
then 
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then interpreted after this following manner : 


“© By the ram was dcetigned the kingdoms of 
** the Medes and Perlians ; by the horns, the 
** fucéeeding kings there; and the laft of their 
** kings, by the laft horn, as tranfccnding all 


“ the reft for wealth and power; by the 
“© goat was fignified fome king of Greece, 
* that fhould give two overthrows to the Per- 
“¢ fians, and fubdue that empire; by the great 
“¢ horn upon the forehead of the goat, was 
<¢ meant the firft of their kings ; and by the 
“¢ budding out of four horns morc, pointing 
<¢ to the tour winds, was to be underftood the 
“¢ fucceflors to thofe kings, and the. partition 
“¢ of their dominions, attcr the death of the 
“ firit, though ftrangers to, the blood. but 
“¢ that however they fhould reign for feveral 
“¢ years; and in procefs of time, out of thefe 
« thould come a king that would make war 
“¢ upon the Jewifh nation, and their laws, and 
“ utterly extinguifh the form of the common- 
“¢ wealth, pillage the temple, and prohibit 
* any. facrificcs or worfhip in it for three 
*¢ years.” Which calamity came to pafs un- 
der Antiochus Epiphanes, as the prophet had 
forctold fo many ycars before. He wrote fe- 
veral wonderful things alfo about the Roman 
empire, and what a defolation they fhould 
make of our people; all which he received 
by divine revelation, and tranfmitted in wri- 
ring to poftcrity, to ftand as a teftimony upon 
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record, of the agreement betwixt the prefage 
and the event, ‘his may ferve to cftablith a 
vencration for that man’s memory, whoin God 
was pleafed to honour in fo’particular a man= 
ner, and likewife to confaand the impious 


doctrine of the Epicureans,. that will not ale. 


low of any ordering or over-ruling providence 
to interpoic in the government; or preferva- 
tion of the univerfe, but will:have the whole 
courfe of fublunary affairs to be only a huddle 
of contingencies, without cither carc or coun- 
fel. Now if it were as they vainly imagine, 
the world without a fupreme governor or mo- 


.d¢erator, would be fuch another fancy as that 
of a fhip at the mercy of the winds and Waves - 
without a:pilor, which muft of neceffity mif-.. 


Carry; Or, as a chariot among crags and pre- 
cipices, without a driver, that perifhes undcr 
its own weight. So that when I confider the 


predictions of Danicl, I cannot forgive the 


ignorance and irreverence of thofe people that 
make it their profeflion to decry providence, 
asif God took no*care of us; for how is it 
poflible there fhould be fuch a correfpondence 
betwixt a thing foretold at one time, and {ul- 
filled fo many ages aftet, if, according to 
their opinion, every thing was left to hap- 
hazard? But what I have found in writing, 


Ido here deliver in writing, juft as I found 
it, leaving every man ftill to the liberty of his 
Own opinion. 
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From the Year of the Werld 34.2.5 to 2635. 
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fuss the Fews leave ta return, and to rebuild Ferufalem and the temple, with letters recoin= 
wory to Lis aficers and goveruors, to be arding and affifting to thei. 






year of Cy- 
rus, and the feventieth 
of our Babylonian cap- 
tivicy, God took pity 
oi a miferable people, 
according ‘to what he 
had foretold them by 
the prophet Jeremiah, 
before the deftru¢tion 
of Jerufalem 5 that is 
-re-to fay, that after feventy years bondage under 
Nebuchadnezzar, and his fucceffors, they fhould 
rears be reftored to their own country; fee the tem- 
yer ple rebuilc, and return to the itate of their 
former glory. This was all made good to 
them accordingly ; for God put it into the 
heart of Cyrus, to fend his circular letters over 
all Afia, to this effeét, figning them, Cyrus 
Cyrus makes the king. “I do fully periuade mytelf, that 
yee the God |. tae great God, of whofe gift and bounty I 
of she Jews is® Held my empire, is the very God that the 
the trse God, “ children of Hracl adore; for I find honour- 
Bis. “able mention made of my name by his pro- 

phets of ancient date, as a perfon that in 
time to come thould rebuild Jerufalem, and 
re-instate the people.’”? Cyrus, it feems, had 
feen and read the prophecies of [faiah, which 
bore dete two hundred and ten years before 
he was born, wherein he gives an account of 
@ icsvelation he had trom God, “ That he 
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would raife up one Cyrus, to be a king of 
“ many, and of powerful nations, who should 
€ re-eftablith the Hebrews in their native coun- 
“try.” This was foretold by the prophet a 
hundred and forty years before the temple was 
deftroy’d. The king was fo tranfported upon 
the reading of thefe divine infpirations and 
predictions concerning himfelf, that he fell 
prefently to work upon making good his part 
of the prophecy. ‘The firft thing he did, was Cyrus re 
to call together all the leading men of the foives to 
Jews to Babylon, where he told them, thar make pect 
io many of them as had a mind to go back Wbst Tsai, 
into their country, fhould have free paffports, hie; Lfaiah, 
and permiffion to rebuild the temple and the xliv, xlv. 
city of Jerufalem, if they thought fir; making Cyrvs Bn 
no doubt, he faid, but that God would blefs ee 
them in the undertaking, promifing over and ek and re- 
above, that he would fend his orders to al] build thei: 
his officers and governors bordering upon Ju- evi 
dea, to furnifh them with gold and filver for “8% *** 
the rebuilding of the temple, and _ beafts for 
facrifices. ‘The moft eminent of the two 
tribes of Judah and Benjamin, together with 
the pricfts and Levites, immediately upon this 
declaration, hatlen’d away toward Jerufalem. 
But there were a great many, however, that 
chofe rather to itay in Babylon, than to quit 
their poticifions. Upon their arrival at Jeru- 
falem, all the king’s friends and officers con- 

tributed 


Chap. I. 


Liberal con- tributed largely and unanimoufly toward the 
riburion to- rear work; fome gold, others filver; and 


ia ee ;, fome again cattle and horfes; others attended 
oo the difcharge of their vows, and the folem- 
? 


nity of oblations, as if rhcy were already en- 
ter’d upon the bufinefs of re-ereéting the city, 
and in the exercife of their ancient difcipline ; 
Gyrus reftores for Cyrus had then fent them from Babylon, 
me holy ve the holy veffels and utenfils that Nebuchad- 


fely and uten- 


te that had 2¢ZZar had taken away from the temple at Je- 
deen taken raufalem;, which were deliver’d to * Mithri- 
oatof the dates the king’s treafurer, and by him to be 
wemple, Ver. depoficed with Abaffar, till the temple fhould 


ee be finifh’d, and then immediately to be put 


into the hands of the priefts and magiftrates 
of the people, for the ufe and fervice of the 
temple. Cyrus, after this, wrote another let- 
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te 


r to the governors of Syria, in manner fol- 


lowing : 


Grus the king, to Syfina and Sarabafan, greeting. 


Cyrus, in fa- ¢¢ 

your of the « 
Jews, gives 

jeave for the 
temple and 

capital city to ¢¢ 

be rebuilt. ce. 
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B E it known unto you, that I have given 
leave to all the Jews that are in my 
dominions, to return into their own country, 
and there to rebuild their capital city, with 
the holy temple at Jerufalem, in the fame 
place where it ftood before. I have like- 
wife fent my treafurer Mithridates, and Zo- 
robabel the governor of Judea, to fuperin- 
tend the Balding, and to fee it raifed - fix- 
ty cubits upward from the ground, and as 
many over; the walls to-be three rows of 
polifhed ftone, and one of the wood of the 
country, together with an alcar for the fa- 
crifices; and all this to be done at my own 
charge. - I have alfo appointed my treafurer 
Mithridatcs, and Zorobabel the prince of 
Judah, to caufe all utenfils and veffels that 
Nebuchadnezzar carried away from the tem- 
ple at Jerufalem, to be fent back and re- 


* ftord; that is to fay, fifty golden ewers, 


and four hundred filver ones; fifty golden 
veflels, all Thericlean cups, and four hun- 
dred filver ones; fifty golden lavers, and 
five hundred filver ones; thirty golden cha- 
lices, and three hundred filver ones; thirty 
golden phials, and two thoufand four hun- 
dred filver ones, befide a thoufand of other 
large veffels of different forts. It is my 
further pleafure alfo, that they reccive entire 
to themfelves all the profits and revenues 
that were formerly enjoy’d by their prede- 
ceflors, and that they have an allowance 
paid them of + two hundred and five thou- 
fand five hundred drachma’s, in confidera~ 
tion of beafts for facrifices, wine, and oil; 
and two thoufand five hundred meafures of 
wheat, in lieu of the fine flower; and all 
this to be raifed upon the tribute of Samaria. 
The priefts alone to offer up the facrifices 
according to the laws and ceremonies of 
Mofes, and to pray daily for the king and 
the royal family, and for the welfare and 
happinefs of the Perfianempire. And let 
no man prefume to do any thing contrary to 
the tenor of this my royal will and procla- 
mation, upon pain of forfeiting lite and 


275 
eftate.” This was the fubftance of the king’s The number 
letter; and the number of thofe that returned ee ae 
out of captivity to Jerufalem, upon this ¢n- Jerufalem, 
couragement and invitation, was forty two Exzraii, 
thoufand four hundred and fixty two perfons. 


ce 








CHAP. IL 
The Féiws fall to work upon the ¢ebuilding the 
city and the temple, but Cyrus dying in the 
mean time, his fon Cambyfes is prevail’d upow 


to couatermand the defign. 
(HIE Jews were no fooner et work upon Ezra iv. 
the foundations of the temple, their 
hearts being wholly fer upon the advancement 


}of the undertaking, but the bordering nations, 


and efpecially the Chuthires, which Salma- 
naffar, the king of Affyria, had formerly tranf- 
planted from Perfia and Media into Samaria, 
after he had remov’d the Ifraclites into other 
habitations : thefe people, I fay, applied them- The Chu- 
felves to.the princes and governors, to whom eines oppor’ 
the care of this enterprize was committed ; ing of vhe ci- 
preffing them with earneft importunitics, not ty and tem- 
to fuffer the Jews, upon any terms, to proceed ple, Ver. 4, 
upon the projeét of rebuilding the ciry and the >- 
temple. ‘Thefe commiffioners were prevail’d 
upon, by the force of bribes and fair words, 
to flacken their diligence in the difpatch and 
profecution of their orders; and during the 
courfe of this negligence and delay, Cyrus @°yS 
: : ° yrus in the 
was fo taken up in a war with the Mailagetes, jiierim dies 
(where he loft his life,) that he knew nothing in the war 
at all of the matter. with the Maf- 
Uvon the death of Cyrus ||, Cambyfes in Cert aiex 
courfe fucceeded to the empire, and had an ¢ecds to Cy- 
addrefs prefented him out of Syria and Phe= rus. 
nicia, and from the Ammonites, Moabites, and 
Samaritans, figned Rathymus, hiftory-fecre~ 
tary ; Semelius, fcribe; and the magiftrates of 
Phenicia and Syria. The tenor of it was to 
the purpofe following: “¢ This isto give you, A malicious 
“* great Sir, to underftand, that the Jews who addreis to 
were carried away to Babylon, are now re- socing the 
turned to their former feats, and into our Jews, 1 Efar. 
country, where they are bufy upon the re- ii. 16-24. 
building of a city that was moft defervedly 
* deftroyed for feditious practices. They are 
fetting up markets, and places of commerce 5 
repairing the walls, and renewing the tem= 
ple; and if they go on at this rate, you 
may affure yourfelf, that they will neither 
pay taxes, nor due allegiance much longer 5 
for they are profefs’d enemies to kings, and. 
will never fubmit to ferve, if they once get 
it into their power to command. We ac- 
count it our duty, Sir, in this heat and zcal, 
for the rebuilding of the temple, to poffefs 
you before it is too late, wirh a true ftate of 
the matter. Be pleafed only to look back 
into the hiftory of your predeceflors, and. 
you fhall there find the Jews, from gene=. 
ration to generation, to be the enemies of all 
“¢ crowned heads, and that this very city yas 
« juftly laid wafte and defolate, for the orime 
‘ Of- rebellion; and we are further to prefent 


The work is 
delay’d, and 


* According to ancient coins it fhould be Mithradates, 
- + Sixty cubits, as we've before‘obferved, were upwards 
yards, and one foot. : 3 
+ A Drachma was in value fix pence three farthings, and three eighths, 
thoufand Sve hundred of which amoynted to five thoufand nine hund 


{| This king in Scripture is called Arsaxerxcs. 


as Mr. Spanheim has obferv’d. 3 . 
of an hundred an nine English feet; that is, thirty fx 
of our money; two hundred and five 
red and eighty two pounds, or thereabouts. 


Aaaa “ thig 
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** this to your confidcration, that if ever they 
“ go through with the re-cdifying of this c 
“ty, and the finifhing the walls, you ae 
© find your communication cut off with Phe- 
* nicia and Coele-Syria.” 











CHAP. HII. 
Cinlyjes puts a pop to the retuilding of the city 
aud temple. He dies foon after, aud the ad- 
suinifiraticn of the governiient is for one year 


lode?d ia the ALighi Darius is chofer king. 


grain’d enough of himfclf; but this re- 
monitrance put him out of all patienee, as 
will appear by his following anfwer : 


ee E king was ill-natur’d, and crofs- 





Any Cantyyes to Rathynus bis biftoriographer x 


Belleuiis, and Semelius the fevibe, and the reft 
cf the jababitauts of Sauiria and Phenicia, 


& Pees iS 
Ss PON the reading of your letrer of 
© L addrefs, I have cauted a diligent fearch 
** to be made into the hiftory of former times, 
“ uccording to your requeft, and I find your 
““ remarks upon the city of Jcrufalem to be 
“true, and that the Jews hive ever been a 
** rebellious, and, as you fay, an anti-monar- 
** chical fort of people; turbulent and reftlefs, 
“and naturally addicted to innovations. I 
“find likewife, that their kings haye ever 
“* been fierce and violent, and vexatious in 
*“ their taxes and impolitions, to the higheft 
“* degree of oppreificn, as Phenicia and Ceele- 
“ Syria may bear witnefs againit them ; where- 
Camby “tore I do command you to oppofe them 
pate a flop to 


“ the city; for as they grow in power, they 


“* to former kings.” 


Raturmvs and Semelius had no fooner 
read this mandate, but away they went with 
their companions, and took horfe immediatcly 
for Jerufalem, and a vaft multitude of people 
along with them, where they put an abfolute 
flop to the Jews in the work of the city and 

‘kwas the temple; fo that it was refpiced for a mat- 


ter of nine years; that is to fay, to the fe- 





dued Egypr, died at Damafcus, in his return 
trom that expedition. The Magi being cut 
off, in whofe hands, for a full year after his 
death, the’ government refted it was after- 
wards trantlated by the feven Satrapz, or emi- 
nent familics of the Perfians, and by common 
cenfent conferr’d on Darius the fon of Hyt- 
tafpes. 


aids the 
fu: of Hyer 
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CHAP. IV, 


Darts gizes Zorebabel leave to rebuild the city 
and tentple, 


-Parius, 


“YQARLUS, while he was yet a private 
man, made a vow to God, that if ever 


on the contrary, promotes the defigi. 


=a 





we his was ri Raps i 5 
This was a rich ornament for the head, worn by emperors, 


people, 


LAVIUS JOSEPHUS of 





with all your might, in the rebuilding of 


,1£x “ will certainly increafe in malice, and be- 
25,&c. “ have themfelves as feditioufly to the prefent 
* governors, as they have done in time paft 











cond year of Darius the king of Perfia. Cam- 
byfes, aftcr he had reigned fix years, and fub- 


Lhe Samaritans oppofe its, but\ 


“Boox XI 


he came to the throne, he would fend all the Darius's yoy 
holy vefiels that were at Babylon back again he ene of 
to the temple of Jernfalem; “and it happen’d es 
about that time, that Zorobabel, who was de= 
clared the prince or captain of the Jewith cap- 
tives, came from Jerufalem to Darius: He 
Was an ancient fricnd and confident of the Zorobabel 
King’s, and taken into a particular truft, with the king’s ane 
two other great officcrs, which was an honour tient friend, 
that anfwer’d the height of his ambition. 
Darrus, in the firit year of his rcign, gave 
a {plendid and a moft magnificent treat, not 
only to his own domefticks, but to the princes 
and nobility of the Medes and Perfians, the 
general officers of all India and Ethiopia, and 
the commanders, in fine, of a hundred and 
twenty feven provinces. Upon the breaking 
up of the company, when the entertainment 
Was over, they retir’d, every man to his own 
quarter. Darius, in the mean while, finding 
after a fhort flumber, thar he could not lay 
himfelf to reft again, fell into difcourfes from 


onc thing to another with his three favourite 
officers, tclling them in the end, That he Severat que. 


“had fome queftions to ask them; and for tions put by 
“their encouragement, he that fhould give af dees 
** him the moft reafonable and fatisfactory an- mighty pros 
 {wer, fhould have the honour to be cloathed mités to him 
e in purple, drink in a golden cup, fleep upon ee 
gold, ride in a chariot with harnefs of gold, dyer das 
“wear a filken * Tiara, and a gold chain, iii, 4-12, 
““ have the next place to Darius himfelf in 
*¢ the council, and be accounted as one of the 
“* royal blood.” After this he put his quef= 
tions to them in order: to the firit, if there The quef- 
was any thing ftronger than wine? To the fe- tions were, 
cond, the fame quettion again, of the firength whether wine, 
of kings; and to the third, what he thought Nn te rhe 
of the itrength of women; or finally, of truth, flronger, ibid, | 
perhaps, above all the reft, Upon the putting ; 
of thefe queries, he made an end of fpcaking, 
and leit his guards to confider of the mattcr. 
In the morning early he call’d together all 
the princes of the Medes and Perfians, with 
the chief officers and governors, placcd him- 
{elf upon the feat of juftice, and caufed the 
three guards of his body to be fent for im- 
mediately, to give their opinions feverally and 
publickly upon what he had propos’d. 


Tue firft began upon the fubjeét of the The power 
firength of wine; “ Which, fays he, with fa- = wine, Ver. 
fy . 


** vour of this illuftrious afiembly, I may take 
“* upon me to pronounce fuperior to all’ other 
* powers whatfoever; for it overthrows the 
“* minds and underftandings of all thofe that 
* drink too plentifully of it, It puts the 
** greatcft prince into the condition of a child 
“in his wardfhip, that has not wit enough to 
“© look to himfelf. It fers the flave at liberty, 
“even to the forgetting of his chains, and 
““ makes the beggar as rich and as great as an 
emperor. It changes and elevates the fpi- 
“ rits, wherever it takes poffeffion. It enli- 
“* vens the heavy. hearts of the miferable, pays 
** all debts, and relieves men in all manner of 
neceffities. It makes the fcoundrel frut 
“and {wagger like a lord, look and talk big, 
“© without any regard or fear of either kings 
“* or captains. It makes men forget their moft 
“ intimate familiars and friends, and draw up- 
** on their neareft relations, as if they were 
* the moft hateful of ftrangers ; and then when 


kings, and great perfonages among the eaftern 


S° a mar 


Chap. IV. 


roe 





“* a man has fiept out his debauch, he no more 
** remembers what he did in the heat of his 
** wine than as if no fuch thing ‘had ever been. 
“ Now for thefe reafons I cannot but look up- 
“ on the force and operation of wine to be the 
*« ftrongeft and the moft violent of all others.” 
The power When the firft had done dilating upon the 
a kings, topick of wince, the fecond ftood up tor the 
,Bldrasiv. power of kings, in preference to all other 
re whatfocver, which he endeavour’d to prove 
after this manner: It is beyond difpute, fays 
“¢ he, that God has made man the matter of 
* all things under the fun, fo far as to com- 
mand them, to make ufe of them, and ap- 
ply them to the fervice of mankind as he 
pleafes; but whereas men have only a do- 
minion over all other fublunary creatures, 
kings have an authority even over men them- 
felves, and a right of ruling them by will 
and pleafure. Now he that is mafter of thofe 
that are maiters of all things elfe, hath a 
jut cicle co an advantage over all the reft, 
and to be accounted infuperable, having no 
earthly thing above him. When princes find 
ic for their convenience to expofe the per- 
fons of their fabjeéts to wars and dangers, 
they obey them, you fee, without any re- 
luétancy or difpute, let the hazard be what 
it will; whether bodies to bodies, or in the 
attack of walls or works, forcing of pafics, 
or, as it often falls out, in contending with 
nature itfelf; we fee how frankly they of- 
fer themfelves cither to kill or to be kill’d, 
in the execution of their prince’s orders ; 
and then in cafe of a victory at laft, the ho- 
nour and profit of the whole goes to the 
king. ‘This for the military part;.and the 
fame reafon holds in the common bufinefs of 
husbandry and tillage, where the country 
man plows, fows, digs, and fweats, in the 
firft place, to fupply the king’s flores out of 
his toil and labour ; and whatfoever he com- 
-mands mutt be obcy'’d, without any expof- 
tulation or delay. ‘The king all this time, 
while the people are working for him, takes 
his fill of all delicacics and pleafures, fleeps 
in fecurity and at eafe, with his guards about 
him, under the flavery of an indifpenfible 
attendance, and not a man of them who 
dares clofe his eycs while his mafter is at 
reft; for the king's buiinefs is theirs, with- 
out any fort of liberty to attend any other; 
fo that nothing certainly can be itronger 
than the force of that power which the 
whole multitude obeys to all intents and 
purpofcs.”’ a3 ar 
orqhabel Arte this declamation upon the power of 
upon the kings, Zorobabel took his turn upon the ar- 
power of wo- gument of women and of truth; and his dif- 
men, Ver-13" Courfe was to this following effect: “* The 
o « force of wine, fays he, is not to be denied, 
« neither is that of kings; that ties up fo ma- 
“ ny millions of men in,one common bond of 
< allegiance ; but the fuper-eminency of wo- 
“ men, norwithftanding, exceeds all this; for 
“¢ the mother of the king was before the king 
“ himfelf, and kings are but the gifts of the 
<< women who brought them into the world 5 
< and women were likewife the mothers and 
“¢ nurfes of thofe that cultivate our vineyards, 
“ and drefs our vines. There is not any thing 
“ we cai pretend to, but what we cither di- 
“ reétly or indireétly reccive from them. They 
“ have a hand in the government of all our 
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“¢ domceftick affairs; nay, in the drefs and or- 

** nament of our bodies; and, in fine, God 

“ hath made them fo neceflary to us, that 

“ there’s no living, nor being without them. 

“ Teta man have never fo much gold and fil- 

“ver, or what is more precious before him, 

the fight of a beautiful woman makes him 

facrifice all thefe vanities to purchafe the pol= 

feflion of a beloved beauty. Women have 

the power to make us abandon our very 

country and. relations, and many times to 

forger the beft friends we have in the world, 

and forfake all other comtorts, to live and 

die with them. And it may yct be added, 

that.when we have compaficd fea and land 

for all things that are rich and curious in 

nature, what docs it all come ro at lait, but 

a more valuable prefent to a miftrefs? How 

have I feen the king himfelf, in the very 

meridian of all his glory and titles, fubmir 

to the taking of -a box on the car at the 

hand of his concubine Apamce, the daughter 

of Rabepfaces Themafinus! And this was 

not all neither ; for fhe would take the crown 

off from the king’s head, and fet it upon 

her owns; and he, good man, was fo complai- 

fant all the while, as to put himftelf into all 

fhapes and humours to pleafe her, and to be 

pleafant or fad with her for company, for 

fear of giving her any occafion of offence.” 

Uvow this, the princes and the nobility 

look’d upon one another, not without fome ad- 

miration at the freedom of the difcourfe ; and 

fo Zorobabel proceeded to the laft point, upon 

the argument of truth. ‘* I have fpoken, fays And finally 

“he, what I had to fay upon the fubject of of truth, Ver, 

women ; but when all is donc, neither they }3-¥e 

nor Hines are comparable to the almighty 3 Py in 

force of truth; for allowing the vaft mag- truth, ibid. 

nitude of the earth, the height of the hea- 

vens, and the unfpeakable {wiftnefs of the 

motion of the fun, and that all this is or- 

der’d. by a divine providence, it muft be 

granted withal, that God is juft and true 5 

and confequently that truth is of all things 

imaginable the moft powerful, fince neither 

error nor juitice can prevail againftit. As 

for all:othcr things that pafs for great in the 

world, they arc mortal and fhort-liv’d, but 

truth alone is unchangeable and cverlafting 5 

the benefits we reccive from it are fubject 

to no variations or viciffitudes of time and 

fortune, but righteous and warrantable, and 

without any ftain of iniquity or reproach,” 

Zorosaser had the univerfal acclamation 

of the. whole auditory, for the ¢xcellent 

things he deliver’d ; and they all agreed with 

him, that: truth was incorruptible, and the on- 

ly bléffing under the fun that was not liable 

to alteration and decay; fo that the king, a8 Darius is fo 

an inftance of his full fatisfa€tion in this an~ well pleated 

{wer to the qucftion, bad him take his choice with the fen- 

out of what he had promis’d him, and he seg Bader 
. : Qs NIM. ast 

would freely grant‘ ic him.. “* For, fays he, whar he 

“ you fhall have a‘preference in my efteem would, V.42. 

« above all other men, in proportion to the Prefer, and 

faperiority of your wifdom and underftand- ery can 

ing ‘above that of your companions; and ¢inity, ibid. 

from this time forward you thall have the 

firft place of honour next to my own per 

fon, and ftand adopted in my affinity and 

blood.” ; 

_Zoropazet could not but Jay hold of fo fair 

an occafion for the putting of the king in mmd_ 

Ox 


ce 
ce 
<e 


278 


of a former vow he had made; which was, 
that if ever he came to the crown, he would 
immediately fall co work upon the rebuilding 
of Jerufalem, and the holy temple there, ane 
Porobibel ordera reftitution to be made of all the fa- 
minds him of cred veflels and utenfils that Nebuchadnezzar 
his vow of te- had taken away from thence, and carry d to 


fee Babylon. ‘ Now, fays he, fince your ma~ 
fete “ jetty has done me the honour of reputing 
= “mea wife man, and allowing me the li- 
“¢ berty of this election, my humble requeft 
© mutt be this, thar you will now difcharge 
and defires ¢ your vow, and be as good as your word. 


him to be as 
good as his 
ao 


word. ibid. 


‘The king, upon this challenge, raifed himfelf 
cheartilly from his throne, embraced his ad- 
viler, and kife’d him, and ient away mandatcs 
Darius writes foon atter to his governors and: great officers, 
to his gover~ to conduct Zorobabel and thofe that were to 
re go along with him to their journcy’s end, ae 
Jews toil to affit him in the re-edifying of the temple. 
manner of | He wrote letters alfo to the magiftrates of 
perpofs,  Phenicia and Syria, to provide carriages for 
V.4i—57- the tranfporting ot the Cedar to Jcruialem, 
that was cut down in Libanus, and to help 
them all they could in their main undertaking. 
The king gave them likewife in charge, to 
excmpt all the Jews that fhould now return out 
ci this captivity, from the burden of any pub- 
lick tax or duty, and to leave them at liberty 
in their perfons as well as in thcir eftates, 
without cither reftraint or tribute 5; command- 
ing alfo the Edomites, Samaritans, and the 
people of Cele-Syria, to reftorc all thofe lands 
to the Jews again that had been formerly in 
their poffeffion, and to contribute fifty talents 
over and above toward the erecting of the 
temple, after their own way, and affign’d 
them out of his own proper bounty whatever 
thould be found neceflary, cither in facerdotal 
habits or otherwife, for the right adminiftra- 
tion of every thing in form. He afligned them 
organs alfo to accompany the voices of the 
Levites, and order’d a certain proportion of 
land tor the entertainment of the officers and 
keepers, both of the city and the temple, in 
the way of an annual peniion; confirming eve- 
xy thing, in fine, that Cyrus had formerly 
refolv’d upon about the reitoring of the Jews, 
and their holy veffels. 
Wuen Zorobabel had obtain’d this grace 


from the king, the firft thing he did after his| J 


going out trom the place was, with his eyes 
dit upto heaven, to give God thanks for the 
honour he had received from the king, in the 
reputation of his wifdom, beyond the reft of 
his competitors, which he acknowledg’d to 
be only the diftinguifhing cffeét of his divine 
gocdnefs; concluding his thankfgiving with 
# prayer tor the fuccefs of his undertaking ; 
Zorobsbe) 2nd fo went his way to his countrymen at Ba- 
carries the bylon with the joyiul news of their delive- 
ons st Baby- rance. Upon the report of thefe tidings, the 
nthe riGne int immediately in_an univerfal thank{gi- 


of their deli- 4 ee * 7 
gerakce. ving for the promife of this reftoration to their 
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beafts of burden, and carriages for their wives 
and children, and taking thofe troops along The order oj 


convoy. 
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native country; and after the folemnity of 
that duty was over, they fell to feafting, 
drinking, and making merry, for a matter-of 
feven days together, in fuch a tranfport of 


joy and jollity as if the day of thcir redemp- 


tion and return had been the firft day of a 

new life tothem. The heads of the tribes Paris afiigns 
made a choice of thofe that were to go upon ai an 
this expedition, providing horfes, and: other they deparr, 
1Efdry. 1,2. 


their proce. 


with them which Darius had appointed for a fion, Ver. 2. 


In this manner and company they 
pafs’d their time merrily upon the way, with 
Pipes and cymbals playing before them, and 
the whole multitude dancing and rejoicing after 
the mufick. There was a {ele€t number cho- 
fen out from all and every of the tribes; but 
the naming of them in particular would be 
tirefome to the reader, and interrupt the or- 
der of my difcourfe; fo that I fhall only run 
them over in generals. There were of the | 
tribe of Judah gnd Benjamin, from twelve pete drums 
years old and upward, four millions fix hun- 0° pene 
dred and twenty eight * thoufand perfons, ¢. 443. 
After thefe came four thoufand and feventy 
Levites ; and a promifcuous multitude of wo- 
men and children, to the number of forty 
thoufand feven hundred and’ forty two. Of 
the ftock of the Levites there were a hundred. 
and twenty eight fingers, a hundred and ten 
porters; and of others that ferv’d and aflitted 
in the fanétuary three hundred and twenty 
two. There were alfo fix hundred and fifty 
two that call’d themfelves Ifraelites, but 
could not prove their extraétion. ‘There were 
others that had taken wives whofe genealogy 
could not be made out, cither from the Levi- 
tical or facerdotal records; and thefe were 
accounted unqualified for the holy function, 
to the number of five hundred and twenty 
five. The train of fervants that attended Zorobabei 
them was reckon’d at feven thoufand three their leader, 
hundred thirty feven; finging-men and wo- and ae 
men, two hundred and torty five; camels, prieft, V.68. 
four hundred and thirty five; and other beafts 

of carriage, five hundred and twenty five. 

The leader of this multitude was Zorobabel, 

the fon of Salathiel, of the tribe of Judah, 

and the race of David; and with him was 

efus, the fon of Jofedec, and Mardocheus, 

and Serebeus, which two were chofen to the 
command, by the fuffrage of the tribes, and 
contributed at their own charge } a hundred 

pound of gold, and || five thoufand pound of 

filver, toward the expence of this expedition, 

This was the order and the manner of the 

march of the priefts and Levites, and that 

part of the people that went along with them . : 
in their return from Babylon to Jerufalem, 

the reft following after by litrle and little, 

till in the end they all went back to their 

own habitations. 2 


SS ee ee 


* The account Jofephus here 
to be fwell’d beyond the bounds of probability. 


what he here affirms them to have been. 

t+ The Hebrew Mina of gold weighed one 
value in gold was fifty four pounds fifteen fhi 
pounds fifteen pennyweights; 


gives us of the number of Jews who returned from the captivity of Babylon, feems 
d | the | Neither in Ezr. ii. nor in 1 Efdr. v. where 
numbers of all the fumilies that returned are particularly recounted, does the fum total amount 


oth the names and 
to any thing near. 


ound, one ounce, thirteen pennyweights, eighteen grains; and its 
; lings ; an hundred therefore, muft weigh an hundred and fourteen’ 
; : ; and in value, amount to five thoufand four hundred feventy five pounds. : 
{ An Hebrew Mina of filver weighed two pounds, three ounces, 


feven pennyweights, twelve grains; and was 


in value, Gx pounds, fixteen fhillings and ten pence half penny; five thoufand therefore, -muft weigh eleven thou-, 


Tind fo hundred and fix pounds three ounces ; 
eighteen pounds fftecn fhillings Englifh money. 


and in value amounted to thirty four thoufand two hundred and 


In 
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A general al 
qembly in- 
dicted ar fe- 
rutalem, Hzre 
iii. L- 


from Babylon, Jefus the high-pricft, and Zo- 
robabel their prince, fene meflengers exprefs 
all over the land, to fummion the people to a 
gencral meeting at Jerufalem, who gather’d 
together with great chearfulnefnefs according 
to che order. Upon this meeting, there was 
An altar ereéted an altar co facrifice upon, according to 
erected, VW. 2» rhe appointment of God by his fervant Mofes, 
and it was raifcd upon the fame place where 
it ttood before. ‘This proceeding gave a migh- 
ty offence to the neighbouring nations, who 
had a mortal averfion, both to the people, and 
to whatever they did. This happen’d juft up- 


common with the reft, “ For, fay they, we 
* worthip the fame God, value ourfelycs up- 
*“ on the glory of the fame profeffion, an 

** upon the love and practice of the fame rce- 
* ligion, from the very. days of Salmanaflar, 
“ the king of Affyria, who tranfplanced us out 
*¢ of Chuthia and Media, intothis land.” The 


In the feventh month after their departure/ admitted into the undertaking, upon terms in The Samari- 
tans propote 


to join in the 
undertaking, 


anfwer to the requef{t was, with one voice, that butcannot be 


they could not take them into a partnerlhip of 
the building, becaufe formerly Cyrus, and af- 
ter him Darius, +had affign’d the building of it 
to their particular care, but that they thould 
have liberty, if they thought fit, to worthip 
there, without exception to any man, and 


admitted, 
Exra iv. 2, 3. 


The feat of on the feaft of tabernacles, according to the 
tabernacle, Mofaical inftitution; and after that came the 
and orver tc daily oblatiens, and the facrifice of the fab- | 
















that ic fhould be open to all people indiffe- 
rently, who had a mind to ferve God in it. 

‘Tue Chuthites, (for fo we call the Samari- The Chu- 
tans,) took this rcfafal fo heinoufly, that they Autss ob 
ftirr’d up the Syrians to apply themfelvcs ro work all; 

P yrik O apply m work all chey 
the great men as they did at firft, under Cyrus, can, Ver. 4, 5. 
and afterward under Cambyfes, that a ttop 
nright be put to the progrefs of the building, 
by flackening the diligence of thofe that were 
intrufted with the difpatch of the work, 

_Tuere went up to Jerufalem at this time, Sifines and 
Sifines, the governor of Syria and Phenicia, Sarabazanes 
and Sarabazancs, with fome others, and asked Qucttion the. 
fome of the principal men among them, by SUtherity ot 

a P ip . £ 3», OY the proceed- 
what authority this temple was to be built ? ing, Biuras vi. 
for it look’d liker a caftle than a temple, and 3, 4- 
to what end the walls of the city were made 
fo thick and ftrong, and the gates fo fortified ? 


divalayVridy Ge baths, and of the new moons, and of all holy 
featts; and all thofe that had made any vow 
came likewife to perform it, from the firft day 
of the feventh month. 

‘'uey entcr’d then upon the building of the 
temple, and expended vaft fums of moncy up- 
on the workmen and builders of all forts; and 
upon meat and drink for thofe that affifted in 
the carriage of materials. The Sidonians were 
frank and liberal toward this work, bringing 
down cedar-trees in abundance from Libanus; 
and after thar, framing them into boats, which 
they brought into the port of Joppa, as they 
had been order’d; firft by Cyrus, and after. 
him by Darius. 


Moncey, 
workmen, and 
materials for 
the remple 
provided, 
Ver. 7. 


Ir was now the fecond month of the fecond 
year alter the return of the Jews, when the 
toundations of the temple being already laid, 
they began on the firft day of December with 

Traftces ap- the fuperftruéture, committing the care of the 
polar dee building to the whole family of the Levites, 
thework Ver, OL twenty years of age and upward, and like- 
* “wife to Jefus, with his fons and brothers; and 
to Zolimicl, the brother of Judah, and the fon 
of Aminadab, and to his fons, who were all 
fo diligent and induftrious in the difcharge of 
The building thcir commiffions, that the fabrick went for- 
advanced bé- ward beyond expeétation. | When they were 


d expec ° s 
ttion, Ver. advanced thus far, the priefts came and offi- 
, * . : . . . . ~ . 
Qt ciated in their habits, with mufica] inftruments ; 


and the Levites, and the fons of Afaph, fung 
fome of the holy hymns of David to the ho- 
nour of God, according to the firft inftirution. 
But the prieits and Levites, and the elders of 
their families, who had feen the glory and mag- 
nificence of the former houfe, and computing 
how little this was in comparifon of the other, 
broke out into tears°and lamentations at the 
thought of it. ‘The common people however 
- that Had never feen the former, and confe- 
quently could not be troubled at the difpro- 
portion, they contented themfelves well 
enough with the prefent ftate of things, though 
-the paflion of the priefts and elders was fo 
great at the fame time, that their very fighs 
‘and cries were almoft as loud as the mufick. 
Tue report of this noife of trumpets, with 
a confufed clamour and mixture of joy and 
dorrow being brought to the Samaritans, they 
eame running together in great multitudes to 
icarn the meaning of ic; and finding that it 
was occafion’d by the return of the Jews from 
their captivity at Babylon, and that they were 
now at work upon the re-ercéting of their 
temple, they went immediatcly to Zorobabel, 
and Jefus, with the chicf of the tribes, and 
does that they themfelves might likewife be 
os 10 5 







Zorobabel and Jefus made anfwer, that they 
were the fervants of the moft high God, to 


whofe honour this temple was built, and to 
his fervice dedicated by the greateft, the hap- 


pieft, and the wifeft prince that ever fat upon 
that throne, and that 1t had ftood firm for ma- 
ny ages, till in the end, for the wickednefs of 
their forefathers, the city, by God’s permif- 
fion, was taken, and deftroy’d by Nebuchad- 


nezzar the king of Babylon and Chaldea, the 


temple pillag’d, and laid in afhes, and the 


people carried away captives into Babylon; 
but that when Cyrus came to the government 
of Perfia and Babylon, he order’d by his royal 
proclamation the rebuilding of the temple, and 
the reftoring of all the donatives and veflels 


that had been taken away by Nebuchadnezzar, 


which were deliver’d. to Zorobabel, and his 
treafurer Mithridates, to be tranfported to Je~ 
rufalem, and depofited there again in the tem. 
ple ; that by the command of the fame king, 
Abafflar was fent to that. city to endeavour the 
finifhing of the work out of hand; that upon 
receipt of the king’s letters, he came in all 
hatte, and immediately laid the foundation; 
and that from that time forward their enemies 
had been ftill at work to caft fome impedi- 
ment or other in the way, to obftruct or to 
delay the defign. Now if they pleafed they 
might write to Darius, to the end that upon 
infpecting the royal records, they might find 
the whole ftory to be true as they had told ir. 
Sifines and his companions did not think it 
reafonable to interrupt the proceeding, withour 
the privity of Darius himfelf, and therefore 
they agreed among themfelves to writeto him 
immediately about this matter. The Jews 
were not a little folicitous and apprehenfive, 
for fear the king, upon this application, fhould 
countermand the orders he had given, tll 
Aggeus, and Zacharias, two prophets among 

Bbb them 
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the reft, agreed among themfelves, to comply 
in all points with the king’s orders and com- 
mand ; and undertaking the care of the fabrick, 
they aflifted the Jews, and their magiftrates 
and leading men, and carricd on the work fo 
unanimoufly, that the building was erected ac~ 
cording to the command of Cyrus and Darius, 
and finifhed within the compa{s of feven years; The temple 
the prophets Aggeus and Zacharias, in the is finith'd in 
mean time prophefying. In the ninth year of {ven years, 


: : > Ffdras vil, 5, 
Darius, and the three and twenticth day of 7; dees 
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them at that time, bad them be of good cheer, 
and tear nothing from the Perfians, tor they 
were certainly inform’d of God’s holy will 
and pleature touching that affair. ‘The people 
did fo abfolucely depend upon this encourage- 
mnt, that they wrought harder and harder, 
without theintermiffion fo much as of one fingle 
dav. : 

he Simai- | Waew the Samaritans had written a com- 

tanseabom- — plaining accufation againtt che Jews to Darius, 

niute the Jews objecting againit chem the fortilying of the 































































fo Davi sy city, and the erecting of a ftrong place that} the eleventh month, which we call Adar; and tion of the 
Fisras ei dook’d more like a citadel than a temple, fet-| the Macedonians Dyftrus, the pricits and Le- temple, Ver.7, 


see vites, with the people of Ifracl, offer’d in fa- 
crifice, a hundred bulls, two hundred rams, 
four hundred lambs, and twelve goats, as fin- 
offerings for the twelve tribes, in acknowlcedg- 
ment of the bleffing of their deliverance trom 
captivity into the condition of their former 
ftate, and to his holy worfhip again in a new 
temple. ‘The pricfts and Levites had their 
porters at every gate, according to the law, 
the Jews having built galleries round about the 


temple. 


ting forth chat this was not at all for the king’s 

fersice, and fhewing allo the epittle of Camby- 

fes, by which he had forbidden and _hinder’d 

it before, as a practice that was neither profi- 

table nor date tor the publick; when they had 

reprefented all this, 1 fay, and thac the king 

had receiv’d and confider’d of thefe letters, 

he erder’d the royal memorials to be confultcd 

upon this fubjeét; and upon the fearch there 

was found at Ecbatana, a cattle in Media, a 

ecrtain book, wherein was written fo this effect : 

The decree ** Ty was erdained by king Cyrus, in the Tue featt of unleavenecd bread was now The paffover 

of Cyrs, in firth yoarof his reign, that the temple of] drawing on, and in the firft month, which the is kept, V.io, 

favour of tas ee Coa thould be rebuilt at Jerufalem, fixty] Macedonians call Xanthicus, and we Nifan, 

“ eubits in height, and as many in breadth,| the people flock’d up from all places to the ci- 

“ and the altar in it; that there fhould be in| ey, where they celebrated thar teftival, toge- 

** the walls three rows of polifh’d marble,}| ther with their wives and children, after the 

“and one of wood, of the growth of the] practice of their forefathers, with all purity 

“© country, and the charge of it to be defray’d | and fobricty anfwerable to the occafion. Up- 

© out of the king’s treaiury; that the holy} on the fourteenth day of the firft month they 

“ veffels which Nvbuchadnezzar had taken] held the paflover, and kept together rejoicing 

“* out of the temple, ithould be carried back] for feven days after; offering up facrifices and 

“to Jerufalem, and reftor’d; that the fuper-} thankfgiving to God, for reftoring them to the 

“ intendency of this work fhould be commit-| poffeffion and enjoyment of their native coun- 

* rod to Abaflar, the governor of Syria and| try, and their antient laws and religion, and 

** Phenicia, and to his companions, with or-j for difpofing the heart and inclination of the 

“‘ ders, not to appear at Jerufalem themfelves,| king of Perfia fo favourably toward them. 

** but to leave the building of the temple to| They fpared forno coft in the celebration of this 

*‘ the Jews, the fervants of God, and to the | feitival, and fo replanted themfelves in Jerufa- 

“* chicr of their tribes; and to fupply them, | lem, where they ereéted an Ariftocracy ; for An ariitecr- 

“* however, out of the taxes upon the province, | the fovereign power was lodg’d in the high- cy ereéted. 

“* and to furniih them for their facrifices, with | prieft, till the Afmoncan family, upon a turn 

“* bulls, rams, lambs, kids, meal, wine, oil, |of affairs, entcr’d upon the government, and 

“and whatever elfe the priefts fhould defire, | turn’d itinto a monarchy. Now before thecap- 

“who were to pray to God for the welfare | tivicy, and for the {pace of five hundred thir- 

“* and happincefs of the king of Perfia, and of | ty two years fix months and tcn days, from the 

“* his people; and whoever fhould prefume to{ time of Saul and David, they were govern’d 

** act contrary to this mandatc, to be forrth-| by kings; and fo they were likewife before, 

** wich taken and hang’d up, and his gocds| though under the name of judges, and that 

** confifcated, with the addition of a curfe | form of government eeaeauea upwards of five 

“cover and above, that whoever fhould darc | hundred years, after the adminiftration of Mo- 

“ ct oppote or forbid the progrefs of this work,|fes and Jofhua. ‘This was the ftate of the 

** God would ttrike him with a vengeance, as | Jews in the reftoration under Cyrus and Da- 

£* a judgment upon him for his iniquity.” Trius. 

Wren Darius, upon a fearch into the tran{- Bur the Samaritans, who were an envious The Samati- 

aftions of Cyrus, had inform’d himfelf upon | fpiccful fort of people, put them to a grear tans fpiteful 
deal of vexatious trouble; for they were power- 304 envious 
ful and'wealthy, and claiming kindred with °° ee 





the matter of fact in quettion, he wrote back 
to Sifines and his fellow-collegues, to this 


cHect the Perfians, they valued themfelves upon the 
credit of their original. They murmured at 
Kinz rits to Sifies, the niaffer of kis borfe,|the taxes that were laid upon them by way of 


contribution to the facrifices, made an intéreft 
to the fuperintendent of the works; and, in 
thort, either by themfelves, or by others, they 
improv’d all opportunitics of doing us mif- 
chicf, ‘This diforder, in fine, went {o far, that 
the fenate and the people of Jerufalem drew 
up a complaint againft the Samaritans, and fent 7 oropabel 





stnes, aad the other mazifirates 

THE. 

Darius re-in- i SEND you a copy of Cyrus’s letter, 

ee pied OPy, 5 Ue 
eS tranfcribed out of his records, and it is 
the work, ce pace fe - 

Wad oe, Bee “ my will and pleafure that all things may be 

: ** done according to the dircetion of that ap- 
 pointment. Mare you well.” 

on the embafly with ic to Darius. When the éent with a 

Tuts letter gave them to underftand how king came to confider the crimes that were some a 

Pa Pe peg ye ees, ; : arius 

the king ftood inclin’d; fo that Sifines, and charg’d upon the Samaritans, he gave them a againft the 

letter Samaritans. 


Zorobabel with tour more of his collegues up- and four more | 


Sania Miia netiracie ase asks os 


Chap 


IV. 


letter back with them for the officers and lieu- 
tenants of chat province, and the fenate of Sa- 
maria, in. words to this purpofe : 


? 
King Davits to Tangar and Sambaba, the maf~ 
ter of our horfe at Samaria, and to Sadiack 
Bobelon, and the reft of their fellow-fubjecis 
there, feudeth grecting. : 


fs V 7 HEREAS I, am given to under- 
= ftand by Zorobabcl, Ananias, and 
“© Mardocheus,..on the part-of the Jews, that 
“* you ftand accufed of interrupting and dif- 
“ couraging the rebuilding of the temple, and 


_“ of retufing to bear your part ia the charge 


Dirtus re- 

voyes them 
for heing fo 
crofs to the 
B Jews 


Xerxes fuc- 
weds his fa- 
her Darius. 


** of the facrifices, which by my order and 


command you ought to have done: this is 
to will and require you upon the fight of 
“ chis letter, forthwith to faupply them out of 
“ my treafury in Samaria, with whatfoever 
“ they fhall want for the uic of their facrifices 
“and worfhip, to the-cnd that they may of- 
** ter up daily prayers and oblations, both 
for myfelf and for my people.” 


<¢ 


< 


n 








on 





CHAP. V. 


Xerxes fucceeds Darius, aid grants to Efdras 
whatever be defires in favour of the Fews. The 
character and death of Efdras.  Nebemiab 
gets permiffion of Xerxes to rebuild the walls of 


Ferifalen. 


F TER the death of Darius, his fon * 

Xerxes fucceeded to the government, 
the heir of his father’s picty, as well as of his 
kingdom; for he made good all that his pre- 
deecflor had donc in favour of the Jews and 
their religion, having a great tendernefs for 
both. Joachim the ion of Jchu was at this 
time high-prictt; but the name of the high- 
prictt of the Jews that liv’d at Babylon, was 
Efdras, a man of a moft cxemplary. picry and 
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* of facrifices, to offer upon the altar ro your 

God,:and tor making fuch veflels of gold 
and filver, a§ you and your brethren thall 
judge meet. It is alfo my will, that whar 
1s thus given you, be dedicated to your 
God ; and if you fhall have occafion for any 
thing elfe, ufe your own diferction, and 
‘fuoply yourfelf out of the publick treaiure; 
to which end I have alrcady written to the 
officers that have the cuftody of it in Syria 
“ and Phenicia, exprefly.commanding them to 
farnifh whatioever Efdras the prictt, and 
“ the reader of the law of God thall detire, 
without any delay ; and to the end that 
““ God may profper both me and mine, I wilh 
“ have a hundred Céres’$ of wheat dedicated 
“ te.God, according to the provilion of the 
* law; and for the magiftrates, I do ftrittly 
“¢ charge and require of them, that they cx- 
“* aét nothing from the priefts, Levites, holy 
*¢ fingers, porters, or Other officers of the teni- 
“ ple, and that they lay no burdens upon them. 
“¢ And for yourfelf, Efdras, I do hereby pive 
© you full authority, according to the wildom 
‘© you have reccived from above, to conftiture 
“ judges that may fee juftice donc to all peo-~ 
*¢ ‘ple through Syria and Phenicia, that under- 
*¢ ttand the law, and are confcicntious in their 
* duty; and at the fame time do you inftruct 
“ the ignorant, to the end that all tranigref- 
* fors againft the law of God, and of the 
*‘ king, may be punifh’d according to their 
«: demerit; fome with pecuniary fines, others 
“ with death, according:to the quality of the 
offence, where it fhall be found committed, 
“ either through contumacy or weakncls. 
Farewcel.” 


Upon the receipt of this letter, Efdras 
worfhipped God, and’gave thanks, afcribing 
to his blefled providence all rhe bencfits 
and grace they had reccived from the king, 
who ferv’d but as the inftrument of that di- 
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~~ 
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vine and original goodncfs. "he Jews of a mecting of 
that country were upon this occafion fammon’d the Jews at 
to a general meeting at Babylon, where the Babylon, Ver. 
letter was read, and the copy of it tranferib’d eyo. re. 
and fent away, to be communicated to all the gentiak Raddy 
Jews in Mcdia, but Efdras kept the original and copies of 
to himfelf. This account of the king’s won- them dit- 
derful picty towards God, and of the refpeét porte. 

and kindncfs he had for Efdras, was a fur- 

prize of wonderful fatisfaétion to the people ; 

for great numbers of them pack’d up thcir 

goods and effeéts, and haften’d away to Ba- 

bylon, with a purpofe to return to Jcrufalem ; 

but there were then another fort of Ifraclites, 

who being accuftom’d to the place, and fet- 

tled in their habitations, chofe rather to con- 

tinue where they were; and this is the reafon 


juftice, and no man_had a faircr reputation 
among the people. He was fo well vers’d 
and skill’d in the Mofaick law, that the king 
‘had a particular cftcem for him on thar account. 
Upon a. refolution taken to go to Jcrufalem, 
fs oes Tes and to carry feveral of the Babylonian Jews 
tifilem, with along with him, he defir’d fuch a letter from 
amany ofthe the king as might recommend him to the go- 
Bbylonian yernors and lieutenants of Syria, which he 
sas he obtain’d, and che purport of it was this: 


can get along 

vith him, E : 

iffaras viii. Xerxes, the king of kings, to Efdras the pric/, 

570. - 4 Y 1 . es : 

e ricietee aud reader of the holy law of God, grecting. 
HEREAS itis decreed by me and 


letters of & 

leence, re~ 

Sse =o <5 my feven counfellors, that what If 
* raclites foever within my dominions, with 


Efdras de- 





cmmenda- 


ton, credit : i C ) 
ndauthority, “ their priefts and Levites, fhall think fit to| that there are only two tribes to be found in 
Vo. g--ag. bear you company to Jecrufalem, I have, out} Afia and Europe, under the Roman cmperor. 


As for the other ten tribes, they are all plant- 
ed beyond the Euphrates, and {o prodigioufly 
encreas’d in number, that they are hardly to_ 
be computed. The publication of this recom= pon the 
mendatory teftimonial brought over abundance credit of this 
of people to Efdras, and nor only pricits and aan 

1 Yan : “ aQras draws 
Levites, but temple-porters; fingers, and other | mniphep train 
Bag cone neers : 2 ‘ : . 7 2 of people af- 

* Vorftius, in his 5 Exercit. upon Daniel, fhews that Jofephus errs, in making Xerxes, the fon of Darius Hyf ter him, Ver. 

tafpes, to he the fame with Artaxerxes, by whofe permifiion the Jews rerurn’d to Paleftine, as we have it in the 29.6 ,. 


book of Nehemiah. : 2 * 
+ A Cére was the fame as a Chomer, and contained about fix hundred and five English pints; an hundred Cores 


therefore muft amount ro fixty rhoufand five hundred pints, English meafure, 


“ of my royal clemency, granted them free 
** leave to go to Judea, to worfhip according 
“ to the laws of their country; and likewite 
“* co take along with them all the gold and 
“ filver, be it never fo much, that your pco- 
** ple all over Babylon fhall willingly con- 
“ tribute toward that fervice, for the buying 


officers 








282 


As for thof who had a mind to return out of 
captivity into their own country, he appointed 
them a rendezvous at the Euphraces, where, 
after a three days fait, and the folemnity of 
vows and prayers for a fate and 2 profperous 
voyage, (Efdras excuting himfelt trom the 
guard of horfe that was offer’d him, as bein 
already under the protection of the Almighty, 
they enter’d upon their journey on the tweltth 
day of the firft month, in the feventh year of 
Eiira's arri- the reign of Nerxes, and got to Jerufalcm in 
val at Jeruf the fifth month of the fame year, where Ef- 
sm, where Qyas immediately deliver’d out the moncy he 
Pee brought, to the pricits that had the cuftody of 
aco the hely treafure; fix hundred and fifty * ta- 
iv, Jenes of filver, af hundred talents of filver 
svi. yetiele, ewenty # talents of veflels of gold, and 
twelve || talents of fine brafs, that was even 
more precious than gold itfelt. Thefe were 
the bounties of the king and his friends, and 
cf the Ifraclices chat continued in Babylon. 
When Efdras had acquitted himfelf of this 
truit, he offered unto God burnt-otferings, ac- 
cording to the direction of the law, twelve 
bulls for the whole people of Hrael, feventy 
two fheep and lambs, and twelve goats for a 
tin-offering. He communicated alfo the king’s 
letter to the ftewards and governors of Phe- 
nicia and Cele-Syria, who had the Ifraelites in 
great honour, and readily fupplied them with 
whatever they wanted, when they faw they 
could do no other. This was all done by the 
advice of Efdras; and I do verily perfuade 
myfelf, that God’s blefling went along with 
it, for the very piety and virtue of the man. 












Acompluint By this time they had been a little com- 
ee Pvor: Pofed and fettled in their affairs, it came to 


sites tha: the ears of Efdras, that fome of the pricfts and 
had married Levites had departed from the rule of the law, 
firange WO- and their duty, in marrying into forcign fami- 
me ae lies, and fo confounding the facerdotal race. 
ie Hereupon there was application made to him, 
that he would ftand by and fupport the laws, 
tor fear God in his wrath, for the iniquity of 
fome few, fhould avenge himfelf upon the 
whole body of the people. Efdras, upon this 
Efdras’s le complaint, rent his cloaths in a paffion of for- 
Fotiix. «Bee row, tearing the hair off of his head and beard, 
“ee “and cafting himfelf upon the ground, in ade- 
{pair of doing any good in this matter; for 
there were ie ang great men concern’d in 
this abomination, that he thought it would be 
to no purpofe to lay any injunction upon them 
to part with their wives and children, fo that 
he continued ftill defponding, with his face 
upon the carth. All people that had any fenfe 
of goodnefs and reverence for the laws of God 
and their country, gather’d together about him, 
to condole with him, and to fympathize in his 
forrows. Efdras in the mean timc, holding up 
and inter- his hands, faid, ** Thou, O God, knows Lam 
cefhon for the © afhamed to lift up my cyes to heaven on the 
ottenders, iD. & Behalf of thefe peopl hen I confid 
ple, when I confider, 
“ thac after all che dreadful judgments upon 
their anceftors for their difobcdience, they 
will yee go on in the iteps of their forcfa- 
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* An hundred and a 
ten pennyweights, and their value in filver 
twenty one pounds, feventeen fhillings, and fix pence. 
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officers and fervants appertaining thereunto. 


talents weighed feventy four thoufand, one hundred and fort 
amounted to two hundred and twenty two th 
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‘ thers. But, Lord, thy mercy is infinite; 
‘ wheretore have pity, I befeech thee, upon 
* this miferable remnant of thy diftrefled fer. 
*§ vants; and as thou haft been gracioufly 
‘€ pleafed to bring them home again, perfect 
the work of thy redemption, in the pardon 
of their prefent tranfgreffion, It is contefs’d 
that they deferve to die for their iniquity 5 
“but their truft is in thy goodnefs.” 

Wate the holy man was in this agony of 
Pious affliction, with a multitude of men, wo- 
men, and children, gather’d about him, there 
came to him onc Jechonias, a man of quality 
in Jerufalem, with a publick confeflion and 
declaration of the fin they were all guilty of, 
that contrary to the law had married ftrange 
women, advifing him to impofe an oath upon 
all that had fo done, to turn away all their A refolution 
wives and children they had by them; and ‘ken to turn 
whoever fhould refufe to fubmit to that law, eee ie 
to be feverely punithed for it. Efdras lik’d and children . 
the counfel, and took an oath of the chief of by them, 
the priefts and Levites, and of all Ifrael, to zr x. 1-9. 
do as was propounded. So foon as this was 
over, he went from the temple to the chamber 
of Joanan, the fon of Eliafib, where he fpent 
that whole day without eating any thing, for 
the trouble that was upon him. The next 
thing he did, was to command by proclama= 
tion, all thofe people that were now return’d 
out of captivity, to meet at Jerufalem in two 
or three days; and in cafe of any failure, ci- 
ther by negleét or contempt, the penalty to 
be excommunication, and confifcation of goods 
to the holy treafury. Within three days the a meeting at 
two tribes of Judah and Benjamin affembled Jerufilem, 
together, on the twentieth day of the ninth upon it, ibid. 
month, which the Hebrews call Thebcth, and 
the Macedonians Appelleus; and when they 
had placed themfelves in the upper part of the 
temple, the elders being there prefent, Efdras 
ftood up and rold them, “ That whereas they 
“ were all guilty of a grievous fin, that in 
contempt of their country’s laws had en-= 
ter’d into marriage with ftrangers, they had 
no way to recover God’s favour, and to fe~ 
cure themfelvcs, but by utterly cafting off 
the women they had fo taken.’ Whcere- 
upon they all cricd out with one voice, that 
they were ready to doit; but the number be- 
ing very great, the feafon extremely cold, and 
the bulinefs a matter of importance, they 
look’d upon it as a thing that requir’d time 
and confideration to go through with it; f0 A commiffion 
that upon this refleétion it was propofed that a of anquiry for 
commiffion of enquiry might be iffued out to Mnorent Mr 
a feleét number of eminent men and elders, Pune OE the 
that were innocent themfelves of the faét in guilty, Ver. 
queftion. ‘This motion was recciv’d and ap- 12-16 
prov’d, without any demur or contradiction, 
and upon the firft day of the tenth month they 
enter’d upon the inquifition, which continued, 
till the firit day of the month following ; and 
upon the ferutiny, they found great numbers 
of the relations of Telus the high-pricit, as 
well as of other priefts and Levites, and the - 
refit of the Ifraelites, that being involv’d in 
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pounds, feven ounces, and 
oufand, four hundred and 


f An hundred talents weighed eleven thonfind four hundred and fix pounds, three ounces, and amounted in 
value to thirty four thouland two hundred and eighteen pounds, fifteen fhillings, 

f ‘Pwenty talents weighed two thoufind two hundred and eighty one pounds, three ounces, and their value in 
geld was worth an hundred and nine thoufand five hundred pounds, : 

Twelve talents weighed thirteen thou€ind fix hundred and cighty nine pounds: 
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Anabdication rhe fame common tranfgrcflion, joined imme- 
agreed 3P°% diarely in the abandoning of their wives and 
Bera *-"2 children, fo much did they prefer the refpeét 
oe they had for the obfervance of their laws, to 
any other tendernefs of love and inclination, 
how powerful foever. After the folemnity of 
this difclaimer, they offer’d up rams according 
to cuftom, for peace-offerings; which is enough 
aid, without naming the perfons. Efdras, by 
this means, fet them right again in the reftraint 
of their marriages, and fettled fuch a refor- 
mation in that particular, as was upon that 
foundation to ftand firm for ever after. 
tthe feat of In the feventh was the feaft of tabernacles, 
tabernacles, and almoft the whole multitude of the If 
1 Efdrasix. raclites were now met together upon that oc- 
37° cafion, in that part of the temple thar looks 
toward the eaft, where Efdras at their requeft 
Efaras reads read the law of God unto them as he ftood in 
the law of | the middle of the crowd; and this lecture 
Mofes to the continued from morning to mid-day, to the 





people, and. Very great edification of all the hearers; for 
Nehemiah they were thereby not only given to under- 


viii. ftand the rules and meafures of truth and righ- 


teoufnefs, prefent and to come; but their}: 


thoughts were alfo carried back to refleétions 
upon things paft, in the hiftory of the cala- 
mities that their forefathers had endured, on- 
ly for the violation of thofe laws, in the ob- 
fervance whereof they might have been fecure 
and happy. ‘This confideration drew tears 
from thcir eyes, and Efdras taking notice how 
this compaflionate foftnefs wrought upon them, 
bad them go home, and fet their hearts at reft, 
for it was a kind of prophaning of the holy 
folemnity, to weep upon a feftival ; wherefore 
he advifed them to be rather as free and merry 
as they could, and to eat, drink, and_rejoice, 
in honour of the day, exhorting them not to 
make their repentance a mortification to them, 
any further than to fecure them for the future 
from a relapfe into the fame miftakes, The 
people were willing enough to follow his 
counfel, and fo celebrated the feaft as they 
ought to do; and after cight days fpent in 
mirth and feafting, they return’d every man 
to his own habitation, but not without thank- 
ful acknowledgments to Efdras for the refor- 
mation he had wrought in the government. 
By this meritorious fervice of his, he gain’d 
infinitely upon the hearts and affections of the 
people, fo that he liv’d with honour, and died 
The death of at Jerufalem in an advanc’d age, where he had 


Litdras, alfo a moft magnificent burial. Jchoiakim the 
ae oth of high-prieft died alfo about the fame time, and 
the high- _EXHafim his fon fuceceded him, : 

prieft, and Tuere was among the Jewifh captives a 


{tiafim his 


stat certain perfon whofe name was Nehemiah, the 
fon fucceeds 


him butler or the cup-bearer to Xerxes. He was 
Nehemiah Walking one day before Sufa, the capital of 
cup-bearer to Perfia, and happened to hear fome travellers 
xerses, Ne- that had come a. long journey together into 
temiah ti, t. the city, talking Hebrew one to another, 
Upon this occafion he ask’d them from “what 
quarter they came? They told him from Ju- 
dea. So he asked them further, from one 
thing to another, how it far’d with the people 
there, and what news from peniclne Why 
truly they made anfwer, that matters went 
very ill with them; their walls all pull’d 
down, and their country laid open to the out- 
rages and incurfions of their {piteful ncigh- 
bours ; themfelves carried away Into captivity, 
and the highways ftrew’d every where up and 
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down with dead bodies. Nehemiah could 
not forbear weeping at this deplorable cala- 
mity of his countrymen and kindred; and 
with his eyes crected toward heaven; cried out 
to Almighty God, “ Lord, fays he, how long! fis lamenta- 
~ how long Lord wilt thou faffer thy people tion for the 
* to be trampled upon, and expofed fora prey gene en ue 
to mankind 1” While Nehemiah was at the ecemaiee 
gate, and in the middle of his lamentations, 
one .brought him word, that the king was 
ready to go to fupper; fo he preiently haiten’d 
away, alt in confufion and diforder to his 
waiting. ‘The king, after fupper, being fome- 
what more cheerful than before, and taking 
notice of fome fort of heavinefs in the coun- 
tenance of Nehemiah, asked him what he 
ail’d. ** Alas! Sir, fays Nehemiah, after a 
‘ fhort ejaculatory prayer ‘that God would 
“ give cnergy and perfuafion to his words,how 
1s it poffible for me to be othkerwife than 
overwhelm’d with fadnefs and heavinefs of 
heart, when the place of my nativity is laid 
- Wafte.and deftroy’d, Jerufalem made an heap 
of rubbith, the gates ‘burnt, the fepulchres 
and monuments of my anceftors broken up, 
“and the afhes of the dead facrilegioufly prox 
“*phan’d? ‘Now after all this, Sir, I have 
** but one favour to requeft of you; which is, 
that I may have your royal leave to take a 
journey thither, to help forward the rebuild 
ing of the walls, and finifhing of what re~ 
mains toward the erecting of the temple.” : 
The. king granted his petition, and promifed He gets leave 
him letters recommendatory to the goverriorsof Xerxes to 
where he was to pafs,with orders to treat him ahs ae 
. ; pairing o 
with all manner of refpeét, and to fupply him jhe city and 
with whatever he wanted toward the work he temple, Ne- 
was about; wherefore, fays the king, fer your hemiuh ii. 6. 
thoughts at reft, and go on cheerfully in my 
fervice. Upon this aflurancé Nehemiah clear’d 
up, came to himfclf again, and blefikd God 
and the king upon finding fo gracious 4 difpo= 
fition in his favour. On the day following the Xerxes gives 
King fent for Nehemiah, and gave him letters him letters of 
of credit to Sadeus, the governor of Syria, Hanada Zone 
Phenicia, and Samaria, with orders and in miffion, V. & 
ftructions to reccive and affift him, as he had 
promifed. He went firft to Babylon, and from 
thence, with as many of his friends and coms 
panions as voluntarily offer’d themfelves to bear 
him,company, he went away to Jerufalem, 
where he arriv’d in the twenty filth year of 
the rcign of Xerxes; and having firft given 
his fricnds the fight of his credentials; he de- 
liver’d them to Sadeus, and his collegues, ac~ 
cording to the addrefs. He prefently after pe calls an 
this fummon’d_a general mecting of the pco-affembly at 
ple up to Jerufalem, and harangu’d them in Jerufilem, 
the temple after the following manner: BRS 
‘““ You cannot, fays he, but fee and under Nehemiah. 
“ ftand, ye men of Judea, that we ourfelves animates the 
“are at this day under the power and provi- people'to go 
dence of the fame almighty and merciful 0) Count 
~ . * > Geouily in the 
God that did fo many great things for our Work, ibid. 
forefathers Abraham, Haac, and Jacob, out 
of a gracious regard to their piety and juf- 
tice 5 and itis by the favour of that God 
“ that [have now obtained leave from the 
“* king to enter upon the rebuilding of your 
°° walls, and the putting of an end to the 
work of the temple, that is yet unfinifh’d. 
But taking this for granted by the way, that 
the neighbouring nations are enemies to your 
undertaking, and will do all that isto be 
Cece ** done 
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officers and fervants appertaining thereunto. 
As for thof? who had a mind to return out of 
captivity into their ewan country, he appointed 
them a rendezvous at the Euphrates, where, 
after a three days fait, and the folemnity of 
vows and prayers tor a fate and a_ profperous 
Efdras excuting himtelf trom the 


yoyage, > +i i 
guard of horfe that was offer’d him, as 8 
already under the proteétion of the Almighty, 


they enter’d upon their journcy on the tweltth 
day of the firit month, in the feventh year of 
Vitieu's arri- the reign of Xerxes, and got to Jerufalem in 
vilat Jerut/ the fitth month of the fame year, where Ef- 
ley wi dras immediately deliver’d out the money he 
he delivers =P Brough, to the prieits that had the cuftedy of 
erg the holy treafure ; fix hundred and fitty * ta- 
Jenes of filver, a + hundred talents of filver 
veliels, ewenty # talents of vetlels of gold, and 
twelve || talents of fine brafs, that was even 
more precious than gold irfelf. Thefe were 
the bounties of rhe king and his friends, and 
cf the Hfraclices that continued in Babylon. 
When Ffdras had acquitted himfelf of this 
trutt, he offered unto God burnt-offerings, ac- 
cording to the direétion of the law, twelve 
bulls for the whole people of Hrael, feventy 
two fheep and lambs, and twelve goats for a 
fin-offering. He communicated alfo the king’s 
letter to the ftewards and governors of Phe- 
nicia and Cele-Syria, who had the Ifraelites in 
great honour, and readily fupplied them with 
whatever they wanted, when they faw they 
could do no other. This was all done by the 
advice of Efdras; and I do verily perfuade 
mvfelf, that God’s blefling went along with 
it, for the very piety and virtue of the man. 
n By this time they had been a little com- 
y, pofed and fettled in their affairs, it came to 
a: the ears of E(dras, that fome of the pricfts and 
ried Levites had departed from the rule of the law, 
*o- and their duty, in marrying into forcign fami- 
- yy, dies, and fo confounding the facerdotal race. 
’ Hereupon there was application made to him, 
that he would ftand by and fupport the laws, 
tor tear God in his wrath, for the iniquity of 
fome few, fhould avenge himfelf upon the 
whole body of the people. Efdras, upon this 
complaint, rent his cloaths in a paffion of for- 
row, tearing the hair off of his head and beard, 
‘and cafting himfelf upon the ground, in adc- 
{pair of eos any good in this matter; for 
there were fo many great men concern’d in 
this abomination, that he thought ic would be 
to no purpofe to lay any injunction upon them 
to-part with their wives and children, fo that 
he continued ftill defponding, with his facc 
upon the earth. All people that had any fenfe 
of goodnefs and reverence for the laws of God 
and their country, gather’d together about him, 
to condole with him, and to fympathize in his 
forrows. Efdrasin the mean time, holding up 
his hands, faid, ‘* Thou, O God, knows Iam 
afhamed to litt up my cyes to heaven on the 
behalf of thefe people, when I confider, 
that after all the dreadful judgments upon 
their anceftors for their difobcdience, they 
will yet go on in the fteps of their forcfa- 
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* An hundred and fifty talents weighed feventy four thoufand, onc hundred and fort 
ten pennyweights, and their value in filver amounted ro two hundred and twenty rwo th 


twenty one pounds, feventeen fhillings, and fix pence, 
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thers. But, Lord, thy mercy is infinite; 
wheretore have pity, I befeech thee, upon 
this miferable remnant of thy diltrefled ter- 
vants ; and as thou haft been gracioufly 
pleafed to bring them home again, perfeét 
the work of thy redemption, in the pardon 
of their prefent tranfgreifion. It is confefs’d 
that they deferve to die for their iniquity ; 
“ but their cruit is in thy goodnefs.” 
Wutte the holy man was in this agony of 
pious affliction, with a multitude of men, wo- 
men, and children, gather’d about him, there 
came to him one Jechonias, a man of quality 
in Jerufalem, with a publick confeffion ahd 
declaration of the fin they were all guilty of, 
that contrary to the Jaw had married ftrange 
women, advifing him to impofe an oath upon 
all that had fo done, to turn away all their A refolution 
wives and children they had by them; and tken to turn 
whoever fhould refufe to fubmit to that law, ee ceee 
to be feverely punifhed for it. Efdras lik’d and children . 
the counfel, and took an oath of the chicf of by them, 
the priefts and Levites, and of all Ifrael, to Ezra x. 1-9. 
do as was propounded. So foon as this was 
over, he went from the temple to the chamber 
of Joanan, the fon of Eliafib, where he fpent 
that whole day without eating any thing, for 
the trouble that was upon him. ‘The next 
thing he did, was to command by proclama= 
tion, all thofe people that were now return’d 
out of captivity, to mect at Jerufalcin in two 
or three days; and in cafe of any failure, ci- 
ther by neglect or contempt, the penalty to 
be excommunication, and confifcation of goods 
to the holy treafury. Within three days the 4 meeting at 
two tribes of Judah and Benjamin aflembled Jerufalem, 
together, on the twentieth day of the ninth upon ir, ibid. 
month, which the Hebrews call Thebeth, and 
the Macedonians Appelleus; and when they 
had placed themfelves in the upper part of the 
temple, the elders being there prefent, Efdras 
ftood up and told them, ‘“‘ That whereas they 
“ were all guilty of a grievous fin, that in 
contempt of their country’s laws had en- 
ter’d into marriage with ftrangers, they had 
no way to recover God’s favour, and to fe- 
cure themfelycs, but by utterly cafting off 
the women they had fo taken.” Where- 
upon they all cried out with one voice, that 
they were ready to doit; but the number be- 
ing very great, the feafon extremely cold, and 
the butinefs a matter of importance, they 
look’d upon it asa thing that requir’d time 
and confideration to go through with it; fo A commiffion 
that upon this reflection it was propofed that a of anquiry for 
commiffion of enquiry might be iffucd out to Ree ce 
a fele&t number of eminent men and elders, 6° Snr oF the 
that were innocent themfelves of the fact in guilty, Ver. 
queftion. This motion was receiv’d and ap- 12--16. 
prov’d, without any demur or contradiction, 
and upon the firft day of the tenth month they 
enter’d upon the inquifition, which continued. 
till the firft day of the month following ; and 
upon the fcrutiny, they found great numbers 
of the relations of Tolas the high-pricit, as 
well as of other priefts and Levites, and the - 
reft of the Ifraclices, that being involv’d in 
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pounds, feven ounces, and 
oufand, four hundred and 


t An hundred talents weighed cleven thoufind four hundred and fix pounds, three ounces, and amounted in 


vulue to thirty four thouf 


t ufand two hundred and eighteen pounds, fifteen fhillings, 
7 ‘Uwenty talent. weighed two thoufind two hundred and eight i. 


onc pounds, three ounces, and their value in 


geld was worth an hundred and nine thoufund five hundred pounds. 
i ‘Pwelve talents weighed thirteen thoufand fix hundred and eighty nine pounds: 
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Anabdication che fame common tranfercflion, joined imme- 
agreed POG diarcly in the abandoning of their wives and 
faras.-?s Children, fo much did they prefer the refpect 
e they had for the obfervance of their laws, to 
any other tendernefs of love and inclination, 
how powerful foever. After the folemnity of 
this difclaimer, they offer’d up rams according 
to cuftom, for peace-offerings; which is enough 
taid, without naming the perfons. Efdras, by 
this means, fet them right again in the reftraint 
of their marriages, and fettled fuch a refor- 
mation in that particular, as was upon that 
foundation to ftand firm for ever after. 

In the feventh was the feaft of. tabernacles, 





The featt of i 
tabernucles, and almoft the whole multitude of the If- 
1 Efdrasix. raclites were now met together upon that oc- 


37° cafion, in that part of the temple that looks 
toward the eaft, where Efdras at their requeft 
Efdras reads YCad the law of God unto them as.he ftood in 


thelaw of | the middle of the crowd; and this lecture 


Mofes to the continucd from morning to mid-day, to the]. 


people, Ver’ very great cdification of all the hearers; for| 
Nehemiah they were thereby not only given to under- 


ftand the rules and meafures of truth and righ- 
teoufnefs, prefent and to come; 


vill. 


upon things paft, in the hiftory of the cala- 
mities that their forefathers had endured, on- 
ly for the violation of thofe laws, in the ob- 
fervance whereof they might have been fecure 
and happy. This confideration drew tears 
from their eyes, and Efdras taking notice how 
this compaflionate foftnefs wrought upon them, 
bad them go home, and fet their hearts at reft, 
for ic was a kind of prophaning of the holy 
folemnity, to weep upon a feftival ; wherefore 
he advifed them to be rather as free and merry 
as they could, and to eat, drink, and rejoice, 
in honour of the day, exhorting them not to 
make their repentance a mortification to them, 
any further than co fecure them for the future 
from a relapfe into the fame miftakes, The 
people were willing enough to follow his 
counfel, and fo celebrated the feaft as they 
ought to do; and after cight days fpent in 
mirth and feafting, thcy return’d every man 
to his own habitation, but not without thank- 
ful acknowledgments to Efdras for the refor- 
mation he had wrought in the government. 
By this meritorious fervice of his, he gain’d 
infinitely upon the hearts and affections of the 
people, fo that he liv’d with honour, and died 
The death of at Jerufalem in an advanc’d age, where he had 
Efdras. alfo a moft magnificent burial. Jchoiakim the 
The death of hish-prieft dicd alfo about the fame timc, and 


denis "  Eliafim his fon fucceeded him. | y 

riefty and Tuere was among the Jewifh captives a 
thafim his certain perfon whofe name was Nehemiah, the 
Perea? butler or the cup-bearcr to Xerxes. He was 


Nehemiah Walking one day before Sufa, the capital of 
cup-bearer to Perfia, and happened, to hear fome travellers 
fersess Ne~ that had come a. long journcy together into 
remiah it. the city, talking Hebrew one to another. 
Upon this occafion he ask’d them from what 
quarter they came? They told him from Ju- 
dea. So he asked them further, from onc 
thing to another, how ir far’d with the people 
there, and what news from Jerufalem? Why 
truly they made anfwer, that matters went 
very ill with them; their walls all pull’d 
down,, and their country laid open to the out- 
rages and incurfions of thcir {pitctul neigh- 
bours ; themfelves carried away into captivity, 
and the highways ftrew’d every where up and 


but their }: 
thoughts were alfo carried back to refleétions |. 
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down with dead bodies. Nehemiah could 

not forbear weeping at this deplorable cala- 

mity of his countrymen and kindred; and 

with his eyes cre¢ted toward heaven; cried out 

to Almighty God, “ Lord, fays he, how long! His lamenta- 
“ how long Lord wilt thou fuffer thy -people tion for the 
“ to be trampled upon, and expofed fora prey S#rucion ve 
to mankind ©?? = While Nehemiah was at the aE 
gate, and in the middle of his lamentations, 

one brought him word, that the king was 

ready to go to fupper; fo he prefently hatten’d 

away, alt in confufion and diforder to his 

waiting. ‘The king, after fupper, being fome-~ 

what more cheerful than before, and_ taking 

notice of fome fort of heavinefs in the coun= 

tenance of Nehemiah, asked him what he 

ail’d. ‘ Alas! Sir, fays Nchemiah, after a 

“fhort ejaculatory prayer ‘that God would 

“ give energy and perfuzfion to his words,jhow 

Is it poffible for me to be otherwife chan 
_overwhelm’d with fadnefs and heavinefs of 

heart, when the place of my nativity is laid 

- waftc.and deftroy’d, Jerufalem made an heap 

of rubbifh, the gates burnt, the fepulchres 

and monuments of my anccftors broken up, 

and the afhes of the dead facrilegioufly pro-« 

** phan’d? Now after all this, Sir, I have 

“* but one favour to requeft of yous which is, 

“* that I may have your royal leave to take a 

*¢ journey thither, to help forward the rebuild 

* ing of the walls, and finifhing of what re~ 

** mains toward the erecting of the temple.” 2 
The king granted his petition, and promifed He gets leave 
him letters recommendatory to the governors f Xerxes to 
where he was to pafs,with orders to treat him “Hit in the 
with all manner of refpeét, and to fupply him sie gaya 
with whatever he wanted toward the work he temple, Ne- 
was about; wherefore, fays the king, fet your hemiah ii. 6. 
thoughts at reft, and go on cheerfully in my 

fervice. Upon this affurancé Nehemiah clear’d 

up, came to himfelf again, and blefigd God 

and the king upon finding fo gracious 4 difpo- __ 

fition in his favour. On the day following the Xerxes gives 
king {ent for Nehemiah, and gave him letters him rid 
of credit to Sadeus, the governor of Syria, Honend eae 
Phenicia, and Samaria, with orders and ins miffion, V. % 
ftructions to receive and affift him, as he had 

promifed. He went firft to Babylon, and from 

thence, with as many of his friends and com+ 

panions as voluntarily offer’d them{elves to bear 

him company, he went away to Jerufalem, 

where he arriv’d in the twenty filth year of 

the reign of Xerxes; and having firft given 

his fricnds the fight of his credentials, he de- 

liver’d them to Sadeus, and his collegues, ac 

cording to the addrefs. We prefently after He calls an 
this fummon’d a general mecting of the pcox aflembly at 
ple up to Jerufalem, and harangu’d them in Ties 
the temple after the following manner: Peed es 
“ You cannot, fays he, but fee and under Nehemiah 
ftand, ye men of fades, that we ourfelves animates the 
“* are at this day under the power and provi~ people to go 
“ dence of the fame almighty and merciful 0) Coont 
* God that did fo many great things for our Rodk hid, 
* forefathers Abraham, Haac, and Jacob, out 
“ of a gracious regard to their piety and juf+ 

“ tice 5 and it is by the favour of that God 

“ that I have now obtained leave from the 

“ king to enter upon the rebuilding of your 

* walls, and the putting of an end to the 

“* work of the temple, that is yet unfinifh’d. 

** But taking this for granted by the way, that 

** the neighbouring nations are enemies to your 

“* undertaking, and will do all that isto be 

@ecc ‘© done 





ce 


«e 
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done in nature, tor the crofling your defign, 
when they come cnce to fee you heartily in- 
tent upon the work ; I fhall therefore re- 
commend it to you in the firft place to 
pluck up a good heart, and to caft yourfelves 
upon God, who will mott certainly defeat 
‘ all the practices of your cnemies; and fe- 
condly, that you ply your bufinefs day and 
night, without any intermifficn, cither_of 
“ care or of labour, this being the proper fea- 
‘© fon for it.” Upon this advice and cxhorta- 
» the ne- tion Nehemiah immediately order’d the ma- 
Not  giitrates to furvey the ground, and take mea- 
fare of the walls; and according to that com- 
putation to make an equal diftribution of the 
work among the people, at fo much a town, 
ora Village, as it fhould fall out in propor- 
tion ; promifing at the fame time the affiftance 
ot himfelf, and of all that belonged to him, 
to join in the fervice; and with thefe words 
he difmiffed the atflembly. The authority of 
Nchemiah made fuch an impreffion upon the 
Jews, that they immediately applied them- 
felves to their bufinefs. . This was the firlt 
time that the people were ever call’d Jews, or 
their country ee and ic was fo called from 
the tribe of Judah, that were formerly pof- 
{els’d of that quarter. 

Tue rumour of this enterprize was no foon- 
er brought to the Ammonites, the Moabites, 
the Samaritans, and the Cele-Syrians, but they 
were all raging mad at it, and left nothing 
unattempted, cither by force or by treachery, 
to difappointit. They lay in wait for the Jews 
up and down in ambufhes, and deftroy’d a 
a great many of them by furprize. They kept 
ruffians in pay, to attempt upon the perfon of 
Nehemiah himfelf;~ plying the people alfo 
with fo many falfe alarums, and tham ftorics 
ef menace and invafion, that the multitude 
were within a little of quitting the underta- 
king upon the very fright; but Nehemiah ftood 
as firm as a rock’ all this while, and under the 
fecurity of a flender guard, wrought on with- 
out any fenfe of wearincfs or apprchenfion of 
danger; and it was not for the fake of his 
own fafety neither, or for the fear of death, 
that he made this provifion ; but he was very 
well affur’d, that if he himfelf fhould be cut 
off, his countrymen would never go through 
with the building ; fo he gave orders for the 
vork- future, that all the carpenters, mafons, and 

q,°". other labourers, fhould work with their fwords 
: by their fides, and their bucklers within dif- 
tance of having them ready upon occafion. 
He appointed trumpeters alfo to be pofted 





ders, Nehe- 
miah iL 9. 





The work- 





vont a far- 


Coe within five hundred * paces one of another, 

: and upon any difcovery of an enemy to give 

the alarum, that the people might have time 

eee enough to ftand to their arms, without any 
Nehemiah danger of a furprize. He w ev i 

himfelt all 8 priz Si ee 


rig while np- the round of the city; and his body was fo 
ae pr: : 7 . 
eavconttany inur’d to hard work, hard. fare, and watching, 
(tity, Vera; that it was proof againft all cthofe difficulties ; 
Ke. tor he never cat or flept more than juft to fu 
port nature. ‘This was his courfe of lite for 
two years and three months; for jut fo long 
were the wallsa finifhing ; and this was in the 
cight and twenticth year, and the ninth month 


ee op OF the reign of Xerxes. Upon the perfeéting 
Hneeehene of the fortificutions, Nehemiah and the people 
Nehemiah yi. Offer’d up their facrifice, and continued toge- 





* Viv, Five hundred yards, or half a mile. 
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1 Jn the cahonical part of Lher he is called Ahafuerus, but in the apocryphal Artaxerxes, 


Book XJ. 


ther for cight days in feafting and rejoicing, 

which was very unwelcome news to the Sy- 

rians, when they came to underftand it. Ne- 

hemiah refleéting upon it, that the city at that 

time was thin of inhabitants, he perfuaded all 

the priefts and Levires thereabouts to take up 

their habitations in the city, and he would be 

at the charge of providing them houfes. He 

order’d likewife the pcople in the country that Nehemiah 
follow’d husbandry, to carry their tenths into provided for 
the city for the maintenance of the pricfts and the Peopling 
Levites, and that they might not be diverted tenance tia 
by any worldly cares from attending the duty city, Nehe- 
of their office. This was readily agreed to on miah vii. 
all hands; and by this means it came by de- 

grecs to be better peopled. After this, and a‘The death of 
great many other glorious a€tions, worthy of Nehemiah. 
eternal'honour, Nehemiah, now in years, de- 

parted this life; a man naturally addi¢ted to 

Virtue and juitice ; a perfon of eminent boun= 

ty and charity to his countrymen, as may ap- 

pear by this everlafting monument of his ‘ge- 

nerofity and goodnefs, in the walls of Jerufa- 

lem; and this is the hiftory of what was done 

under the reign of Xerxes. 





CHAP. VI. 


Artaxerxes fuccecds Xerxes. He pats away his. 
wife Vafhti, and marries Efther, the niece of 
Mordecai. Haman pveffes the vocting out of the 
Fews, and the putting of Mordecai to death; 
but be is. hanged bimfelf upon the very gibbet 
he provided for Mordecai, and Mordecai pro- 
amoted. 


FTER the death of Xerxes, the go- Cyrus, other- 
A vernment defcended to his fon Cyrus, wife ee 
whom the Greeks call - Artaxerxes; in whofe OX0% 
reign over the Perfians, the whole nation of the Xerxes, his 
Jews, with their wives and children, were in father. 
great danger of bcing utterly deftroy’d, as 
fhall be fhew’d in due time and place. But 
fomewhat fhould be prievioufly faid of the king 
himfelf, and how it came to pafs that he mar- 
ried a wife of the royal blood of the Jews, 
and as the hiftory delivers ir, the proteétrefs of 
our nation. When Artaxerxes had taken the 
crown upon him, and fetrled the governors of 
a hundred and twenty feven provinces betwixt 
India and Ethiopia, he made a moft magnifi- The king 
cent and fumptuous feaft at Sufa, in the third makes a mag- 
year of his reign, where he treated his friends ee 
and officers, as became the dignity of fo grear Pier’ 314 
aprince; and the folemnity lafted a hundred 
and fourfcore days. ‘There were fevcral other 
nations alfo, and thcir embaffadors, that af= 
filted at the ceremony of the entertainment fe- 
ven whole days fucceflively ; and it was or- 
der’d after this manner: there was a tent ereét- The pomp 
ed upon golden and filver pillars, cover’d with and order of 
fine linen and purple, and large cnough to it, Ver. 5-9 
recefve fome thoufands of people. The wince 
was ferv’d up in cups of: gold and precious 
ftoncs, that were made both for curiofity and 
delight. There was order given to the waiters, 
after the Perfian manner, that no man fhould 
be forced to drink any more than he had a 
mind to, and ploclamation made all over his 
dominions, that they fhould fet fome certain 
number of days apart for the celebration of a 





feftival 





Chap. VI. 
feftival for the profperity and fafety of the 
kingdom. Queen Vathti had her apartment 
alfo in the palace for the entertainment of the 
women. She was fo wonderfully handfome, 
that the king had a mind to oblige his guefts 

vahti the | with the fight of her, and fo fent’ for: her to 

uecn Winer come to him; but the laws of Perfia; it-feems, 
cahim, will not allow wives to be feen_by.any befide 


7, 10, 11. 5 : f 
She refufes to their domefticks; fo that out of a reverence to 


come, though that prohibition, fhe refufed to go tothe king, 


fent for Over and not only once,: but’ upon feveral orders 
and over, Ver. : i : 

ei brought her by the: eunuchs to the fame -pur- 

as pofe, the perfifted ftillin the denial. .'The king 

took this obftinacy: fo. ily that after the-fefti- 

The king ad- yal was over, ‘he call’d for the feven commif+ 

vifes pa fioners that Were.exprefly appointed for the iné 

covro in the terpretation of the Perfian:laws to advife with, 

cafe, V- 13-15. What was.to: be done in this.cafe of his: wifc’s 

contumacy and difobedience ; complaining that 

it was not only once, but over and over that 

fhe refufed to come to“him:; and fo he defired 

to know what the law dircéted in that cafe. 

One of them whofe name was Mucheus, gave 

his opinion, “ That ic was not only an aftront 

* to himfclf in the matter of fact, but a pre~ 

“ fident of dangerous confequence to all his 

* fubjeéts in general, whofe wives would be 

** apt to defpife their husbands too, and by 

that contempt provoke them to lewd courfes, 

“ if this exemplary contumacy of the queen’s 

** againft fo mighty a king fhould pafs unpu- 

“ nifh’d; concluding, that as it was a heinous 

© offence, fo it ought to be encounter’d with 

** an anfwerable feverity; and that nothing 

Mucheus ad-“* lefs would fatisfy, than the banifhing of 

vifes him to ‘* Vafhti from the king’s court and prefence 

banifh poe ** forever; and this to be donc alfo by pro- 

ees ‘© clamation, and another taken into her place.” 

us “The king was fo divided betwixt the love he 

had-for the queen, and the refpeét he had for 

the law, the one being againft their parting, 

and the other againft their living together, 

that he was mifcrably diftraéted what to do in 

this difficulty of acting againft his inclination. 

While he was in this anxiety of thought, his 

friends plied him with good offices and coun- 

fels, to divert him from the weaknefs of ma- 

king himfelf miferable for the unprofitable 

love of one woman, when he might have the 

greateft beautics upon the face of the carth 

at his devotion, if he thought fit to command 

them; fo that he had no more to do, but to 

get a fight of her, and take her for his wife, 

that he had moft a mind to, out of the wholc 

fex; varicty and anew love would quickly 

weur out the fondnefs of a former, and a lit- 

tle cuftom and converfation would bring him 

to himfelf again. : 
Tuc king, upon fecond thoughts, was well 


“c 


The kin 
yields, Ver. cnough pleafed with the advice, and fent com- 
31, 22, miffioners immediately over all his dominions 
to take a view of the moft celebrated beautics 
_ . they could find, and: bring them up to him. 
Efther is = They were very punctual and diligent in the 
a onhe *© execution of their charge; and among others, 


they found a maid in Babylon, whofe name 


place of Vath- 
Her father and mother were both 


ti;an orphan, Was Efther. 


andunder the dead, 
care of her 


uncle Morde- sw a 
cai, a Bena- Benjamin, and a principal man ee the Jews, 


nite, Either This virgin was fo much beyond all the reft, 
M09: for the graces of her beauty and perfon, that 
fhe was the admiration of every one who faw 
her. She was committed to the care of onc 


the Antiquities of the Jews. 









‘verfation; that he took hdr ta:himfelfforzhis 


‘he would be often waiting at the king’s 


and fhe brought up under the care of 
her uncle Mordecai, who was of the tribe of | 
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of the eunuchs, where fhe was treated with all 


poffible delicacy and refpeét; that is to fay, 
with the richeft of effences and .perfumes, and 
all other ornamental curiofities that are made 
ufe of in courts by great ladies, to make them 


‘more .agréeable and charming. Act this rate 


was Efther treated for the fpace.of fix months, 
in company. with four’ hundred virgins, -after 
which time, being thus prepared for the king’s 
bed,. he “had every day: one of them brought 
him, whom he received: into his-arms, afid-then 


et 


fent. back again to the famie-cunych.:.; But 


when it came to.Efther’s turn, he was fo, tran{- T fie Ring falls 
: Joo é ‘OF: et : ‘ 1 ~ in love wit 

ported: with. the love. of ‘her company:and con: Hher and 

takes her to 


lawful wife;.and, celebrated the siuptials insthe wife, ibid. 


feventh: year. of :his reign: and che.ewebfth 


month, whichis called: Adar, fending his mef- 
fengers every where:up:and down torproclaim’ | 
the folemnity:of..a: mapriage-feftival, ..As- for 
the Medes and Perfiatis;.aid the great men of 
other. nations, the king himfelf .¢nterrain’d 
thein at the wedding-feaft, for the fpace. of one 
whole:month; and-upon his wife's, entcring 
into the! palacc, he placed the crown upon.her 


-head, :and.fo liv’d with her without.ever. en- 


quiring.‘after her country, or her cxtra¢tion. : 
Her uncle.remov’d from Babylon to Sufa,where Mordecai of- 
gate, ten at the 
who King’s gate: . 
enquiring af- 
ter Ether, 
Ver.1r.  * 
None to ap- 
proach the 


and itill inquifitive after Either’s welfare, 
was equally dear to him, as if fhe had been 
his own child. ; 

Tue king at this time pafs’d an ordinance, 
that none of his domefticks fhould prefume, f°". i 

Fi ° g upon his 
whilc he was fitting upon his royal throne, to throne un- 
come to him, unlefs they were call’d or fent call’d, upon 
for, upon pain of lofing their heads for it 5 pain of death, 
and there were officers with their axes fill ac M#ther iv. 11. 
hand to do the execution. The king in the 
mean time had a golden fcepter in his hand, = 
and whenfoever he had a mind to fave any of Se 
thofe that came uncall’d, he held that {cepter 
forth, and upon their touching it, they were 
excmpted from the penalty ; and fo much for 
that at prefent. 

Turre broke out a little after this a come A confpiracy 
{piracy that was form’d betwixt Bigthan and againft Ar- | 
Terefh, two of the chamberlains, or cunuchs, ee 
againft the perfon of the king. Barnabazus, a Morduedt. 
f{ervant of one of them, anda Jew by extrac and by him to 
tion, difcover’d this treachery to Mordecai, the king by 
the king’s uncle; and he, by the hands of Either, Ver. 
Efther, to the king himfelf, who had fuch an ares 
apprehenfion of the thing, that he put the cri- 
minals to the queftion, and upon conviction, 
they were both deliver’d up to juftice. ‘The 
king gave Mordecai no other reward for this 
difcovery, than by appointing the fervice and 
the deliverance to be regifter’d upon the re= py. poryice 
cord, and the allowing him admittance into recorded, ib, 
the palace, with the fame freedom and pri-~ 
vilege as onc of his domefticks, 

Haman, the fon of Ammedatha, an Ama- 

Ickite, being now advanced by the king, and 

coming frequently to court, the Perfians, as 

well as ftrangers, paid him the grearcit: reve~ 

rence imaginable ftill in his.patlage; and ic 

was alfo the king’s pleafure and command that 

it fhould be fo, Mordecai was the only per- Iaman 

fon that did not bow to him, being a ceremo- flighted by 
ny contrary to the practice of his country, Le rhs . 
which did not allow of .that manner of re- roe 
fpect. Hamar taking notice of this fingula- 


rity in Mordecai, asked hini what countryman 
he 
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Taman fie be was ? And finding him to be a* Jew, broke) that there isa mixture of a fort of inhuman 
ing Moroce.d Que into a vielent exclamation, at the info-|“* people among my fubjects, who take upon 


cobes Ie¥s dance of fuch a fecundre] ; that when all the 
natives and the frcee-born Perfians made no 
difficulty cf doing him that honour, this Jew, 
who was no better than a flave, thould pretumc 
to affront him. In this rage, he took up a 
defperate refolution to be reveng’d upon Mor- 
meditates a decal; and the hatred he had tor the Jews 
revenge UPON Was fo mortal, that it was not cnough, 
Bate? thought, to wreak a vengeance upon the per- 
ner NG ton of Mordecai alone, without deftroying 
the whole race of the Jews at once ; not for- 
getting at the fame time, that the Amalekites 

his countrymen, had been formerly beaten 

out of their land, and utterly exterminated by 

the Jews, In the heat of this outrageous In~ 

_ dignation, Haman haftens to the king, and ac- 
sthe cots with a complaint in his mouth againft 
the Jews, as a vile generation of people in 
every refpect, 


e 
c 






infociable in their humours, 
fingular in their manners, given up to the fu- 
perititious laws and ceremonics. {catered up 
and down in all quarters of his dominions, 
and men that fhew themfelves in their practi- 
ces and converfations, the common enemics of 
mankind. ‘- Now Sir, (fays Haman,) if you 
* will lay the greateft obligation in the world 
“© upon your fubjeéts, you mutt order this fort 


rae tie. “¢ Of men to be rooted out from among your 
AVS Be c 
Jews extirpa- 
ted out his 
dominions. 
V. S--9. 


“ people, without {paring fo much as onc cap- 

© tive, or one fervant, in the whole number. 
“ And for our fecurity, that you thal] notfuf- 
“ for by itin your revenue, 1 will be anfwer- 
“ able for - forty thoufand talents of filver, 
“ to your treafury, out of my own cftate 5 tor 
‘© T fhall not value any diminution of my own 


“ particular fortune, provided that your do- |his head, 
“ minions may be clear’d of this lewd fort of |tice cf that murderous and bloody defign up- 
told Haman, upon jon the Jews. 
that he would leave the Jews | from one place to another, till he came at 
his difcretion, | laft to ftop before the gate of the king’s pa- 


“ people.” The king 
this propofal, 


to be dealt with according ‘to 





li. 


them to govern by their own laws, and to 
preferibe ways to themfelves in contempt 
of publick order and government ; men 
deprav’d, both in their cuttoms, and in 
their manners; and enemics, not only to 
monarchy, but to the methods of our royal 
adminiftration: This is therefore to will 
and require, that, upon notice given unto 
you by Haman (who is to me as a father) 
ot the perfons intended by this my procla- 
mation, you put all the faid perfons, men, 
women and children to the fword, withoue 
any commiferation or favour, in a dtrict 
purfuance of my decree: And it is my far~ 
ther command, that you put this in execu 
tion upon the thirteenth day of the twelfth 
month of this prefent year; to make but 
one day’s work of the dettruction of all 
mine and your enemies, in order to a future 
peace and fecurity all our lives after, ” 
This ediét was quickly fpread trom town to 
town thorough the whole empire, and the peo- 
ple made themfelves ready accordingly to do 
execution upon the Jews at the day appointed ; 
and there was the {fame difpofition to mifchief 
at Suiz, the king’s place of refidence, as elfe- 
where. ‘he king and Haman, all this while 
pafs’d their time in drinking, feafting and 
making merry: But the people of the town 
were under very difmal apprehenfions, at the 
thought of fo barbarous a maffacre at_ hand. 
So foon as Mordecai came to be informed Mordecai 

of the tenor and intent of this proclamation, plants bim- 


“ 


he tore his garments, put on fackcloth, and king's si ia 
went up and down the town with afhes on fackcloth and 


exclaiming againft the horrid injuf- afhes. 
Efther iv. 


At this rate he went raving *? * 


Haman iifzes and remit the money over and above. Ha-/lace; for there was no entrance allow’d to 





, rough all his dominions, to this effect : 
all put tu the 
fword, man, 
woman, and 
«hid. 

Fother xith 


The great king Artaxerxes to the Lunds 
twenty fever governors of the provinces be- 
taint India and Ethiopia, greeting. 


W 


det 
« 
“ce 


“< 


a“ 


cc 
¢ 
“ 
“6 
« 


them, with an eye to the peeine 
ce 


peace and liberties, in the firft place, 
“ce 


“e¢ 
cc 
& 
“ 
“ 
«ce 


happinefs not to be fhaken. 


perfon of a try’d faith, prudence and juf- 





* See Cunzus de Rep. Hebr. b. iii. c. 4. 


to fettle then in a ftate of tranquillity and | drefs, and then refufe to quit ic again at her 
All this I have | requeft. "The cunuch put thefe queftions to 
taken in mature confideration; and being | Mordecai, who gave him the whole itory 
given to underitand, by my trufty and well | of the bufinefs at length, and in order, how 
beloved friend and counfellor, Haman, a] the king, at the inftigation of Haman, had 


tice, and whom I efteem above all others, |his dominions, for the cxtirpating of the Jews, 


man, immediately upon this, publifh’d anediét | any man in that habit, The refentment and 
‘in the king’s name, and fent it abroad tho-| behaviour of the Jews was the fame inal] other 


places, as well as here, upon the communi- 
cation of the king’s orders: that is to fay, 


«ed and |thcy were every where overwhelmed with la- 


mentations and defpair. When it came to the 
quecn’s car, that Mordecai was before the gate 
of the palace in that forlorn habit, fhe was 


HEREAS ic has pleafed God to|troubled at the report, and fent one out to him 

give me the command of fo many |to change his Garment ; but his anfwer was, 

nations, and a dominion over the reft of the |that he could not do it, till the caufe was 

world, as large as I my felt defire, I being | firft remov’d that made him take it up. It fell 

refolved to do nothing that may be cither | out that Hatach, one of the king’s cunuchs, 
tyrannical or gricvous toward my people, | was at that time in the qucen’s prefence ; fo 

and to bear a gentle and an cafy rule over |{he call’d him to her, and prefently fent him 

of their }out to inform himfelf what had befallen More her fends 
and |decai, that he fhould put himfelf into fuch a Hatach to 


Mordecai 
to know the 
meaning of 


it, Vi 5. 


iffued out his royal proclamation thorough all Mordecai 
tells the mef+ 
fenger the 
whole ftory 


+ We tuke the talent here meant to be the Babylonian, which was much inferior to the Hebrew, and weighed only of the edict, 


fixty fix pounds, 'fix ounces, eight pennyweights, and cighteen grains, and its value in filver amounted to no more 


red. 


than one hundred ninty nine pounds, twelve fhillings, and two pence farthing ; forty thoufand therefore mutt weigh 
two million fix hundred fixty one thoufand fix hundred and ten pounds, and amount in value to feven million nine 


hundred cipmty 


ly exagperarec 


four thoufand three hundred and feventy five pounds Englith money : But the fam here feems great- 
; by Jofephus ; for in Ether iii. 9. there is mention made of no more than ten thoufind talents of 
filver, thar Haman offer’d to pay the king upon this account. , 


and 





- Chap. V. 


and how vaft a fum of money Haman had 

offer’d by way of compofition, for leave to 

doit. Mordecai gave him a true copy of the 

edict from the original, to be deliver’d to the 

Mordecai Queen; defiring farther, that fhe would be 
begs Efther’s pleas’d to make an humble application to the 
intercefhon. king upon this matter, and to intercede with 
Ettheriv.758- him’ on their behalf 3 forthe lives of the 
whole nation were in queftion, and this was 

not a time to ftand upon punctilio’s, or necef- 

jities of ftate; for Haman, that was as the 

king’s right hand, would never leave calum- 

niating the Jews, and exafperating the king 

againit them, till he had gain’d his point. 

Upon the eunuch’s giving the queen this ac- 

count of the matter, fhe fent Mordecai word 

back again, “ That it was a capital crime to 

Baher lays ‘ break in upon the king when he was upon 
beforehim _“* his throne of ftate, without being call’d to 
the danger of « atrend him, unlefs he fhould vouchfafe to 
eee ‘«¢ hold forth his golden fcepter in token of 
Mordecai‘ his pardon.” When Mordecai heard this, 
preflesita- he prefs’d the queen once again, by the fame 
gain. V.13, mefienger as before, telling her, that it was 
1g. not her own perfonal fafety that was now the 
queftion, but the fecurity of the whole race ; 

advifing her likewife to have a care how fhe 
flipe that opportunity of doing fo neceflary 
and charitable an office; and to aflure her 
that God himfelf would relieve them, even 
if the fhould negleét to doit: And that fhe 
and her family might live to be at the mercy 
of thofe that fhe now defpifed. Efther 
then made ufe of the fame meffenger back 
again to her uncle, to call an aflembly of 
the Jews together at Sufa, and to indi& a 
three days faft for the fafety of the queen; 
that fhe and her fervants would do the like ; 
and that after that preparation, fhe was re- 
indicting of folved to go to the king, in defpite of all 
a three days prohibition and danger: And that if fhe mutt 
die, fhe would frankly expofe her life in that 
fervice. Mordecai did as the queen order’d 


a 


The queen 
advifes the 


him; appointed a publick faft, and humbled 
which was himfelf in fupplications to Almighty God, to 
done and ob- defeat the malice of their enemics; and ac- 
ferv'd ac- cording to his wonted goodnefs, to extend 
wiaey. his mercy to penitent offenders, and finally 
oe > « 


to deliver them from the deftruétion denounc- 
ed againft them: Reprefenting that “ it was 
“ not for any fault of their own that they 
were expofed tothis extremity, but it was 
the pride of Haman’s ftomach, that thought 
it an indignity offer’d to himfelf| in the 
“¢ ycefufal of that adoration to him, that was 
“ only due to God:” And that a whole nati- 
on was now to be rooted out, becaufe they 
would not be corrupted into a violation and 
contempt of the divine laws. ‘The devotions 
of the whole multitude were all upon the 
fame fubjeét too, defiring God to vouchfafe 
them his proteétion, and to avert that dread- 
ful judgment from the Ifraclites, that now 
hung over their heads. The quecn herfelf 
worthipped likewife with her face proftrate 
upon the ground, after the manncr of her 
country, in a mourning ‘weed, and impofing 
upon herfclf‘a three days abftinence from ci- 
ther meat or drink, or any other fenfual fatis- 
faction, befeeching God to move the king’s 
heart, in favour of her mediation for a mite- 
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rable and perfecuted people, by rendering 

both her words and her perfon inore accep= 

table than ever, upon this fatal extremity, 

to.the confufion of thrir enemies, and of all 

their malicious defigns upon her poor coun+ 

trymen. 

Arter three days fpent in a fervent ahd Aftertliree _ 
Pious importunity for mercy and compaffion 434s liumnilia- 
from above, the queen put on her royal ap- 0m» the 
parel ; and with her two handmaids, leaning pcoathen the 
gently upon the one, and the other bearing king, Efther 
up her train fhe advanced towards the king $v: 1 
her face being cover’d with ftich a blith as ex« 
prefs’d both grace and majefty together, but at 
the fame time not without fome mixture alfo of 
doubtful apprehenfion ; for upon the fight of 
the king mounted on his throne, and the {park 
ling glory of his robes, that were all over 
embroider’d with gold, pearl and preciotis 
ftones, fhe was taken all of a fudden witha 
trembling at fo furprizing a fpeétacle: And 
upon fancying over and above, that the king 
look’d upon her as if he were a little uneafy, 
and out of humour, fhe fell into the arms 
of one of her maids in a downright fwoon tnd fH 
This accident, by the intervention of God’s down ina 
holy will and providence, put the king into a {woon. 
fright, for fear fhe might not come to here 
{elf again ; fo that making what hafte he The ki 
could from his throne, he took her into his takes heeinto 
arms, and with'the kindeft words that could his arms and 
be, gave her this comfort, that no advantage comforts her. 
fhould be made of the law to her prejudice, 
though fhe came without calling; for that 
was a decree that extended only to fubjeéts ; 
wherein- fhe was not at all concern’d, whom 
he look’d upon as his companion and partner 
in the empire. With thefe words he put his 
golden fcepter into her hands, and laying it He gives her 
gently upon her neck, fecur’d her from any his golden 
. farther ear or danger. Upon this tender- @¢Pter: V- 2 
nefs both of love and affurance, coming to 
the ufe of her fpeech and reafon again, “ Sir, 

‘* (fays fhe) it is impoflible for me to exprefs 

“ the manner of this fudden feizure: But I 

“had no fooner the awful appearance of 

“ your facred perfon and majefty in my cye, 

“ but my heart fail’d me.””” The queen ac- 
company’d thefe words with fo languifhing 

an accent, and fo weak a voice, that the live- 

ly reprefentation of what fhe felt made the 

king till more folicitous to comfort her ; 

which he did in terms fo explicit, that he bad 

her ask him any thing to the onc half of his The king 
kingdom, and that it fhould be given her. bids her ask 
Efther told him that her requeft was only joy ‘hing of 

: -him, V. 3. 
this, that he would be pleafed to take part of iither’s re- 
a treat with her that day; which fhe had queft is only 
provided for him, and permit Haman to the king’s 
come along with him, Her fuit was granted, fpmpanysand 
and they both came; and when the king was him. V. Ae 
in his cups, and in good humour, he call’d The king 
‘upon his wife as before, to ask what fhe plea- grits her. 
fed within that compafs, and it fhould be jut and bids 

; 3 a sk again. 
granted her, ‘The queen begg’d the king’s y, 5> 6 
tavour for the fame honour again the day {ol- She begs the 
lowing at another entertainment, bringing fime honour 
Haman along with him once again 3 and fhe 2" 2 Hayy 
would then take the freedom, fhe: faid, to ~ 
prefent him her petition, ‘The king was very 
well pleas’d with the propofition ; but Haman, 





‘| This circumftance of the queen's fwooning is not mentioned in any of the canonical chapters of the bool, of 


Efther, but in the fifteenth of the apocryphal, 


Dddd overs 
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PLAVIUS 
everjoy’d atit, to find himfclf the only man 
that was fingled out upon fo honourable an 
cccafion, to bear the king company at a treat: 
But in his return homeward it was his for- 
tune to fee Mordecai the Jew in the king’s 
palace ; and taking notice that he paid him no 
fort of reverence, he went with his wife 
Zcrifh with a knot of his fricnds about him, 
and there told them the whole ftory, how 
much he was in the good graces of the king 


iS 
CH 
CA 


Haran goes 
home to his 
triends over- 


jor'd with sae * : 
the tory; and the queen; how he had fupp’d with za 
only ke is thac day, upona particular invitation, an 


offended with was to be with them to-morrow again upon 
ee the! & account. ‘“ But ftill after all this 
the Jew Mor- the fame account. t f 

cecai. Etcher “ (fays he,) the fawey ftiftmefs of the Jew 
*© Mordecai gives me no fmall uneafincis. 


Ve Qe-13. i 

Zou ative Why then, favs Zerifh, lec me advife you 
eS phe quscine } \ : 2 z 

- ofa cin? what todo, Order a gallows of * fifty ‘cu 
pot agit 


bet, and get- bits high to be immediatcly fet up, and get 
ting Ice to the King’s leave to-morrow morning to hang 
hangup Mor- yp Mordecai upon it. Haman took his wife’s 
cetets Wieder sunt : his people to erceét 
countel, and commanded peop 
fuch a gallows in his own palace, which he 
defign’d tor the execution of the Jew ; and 
the gibbet was fet up accordingly. But God, 
who forefecs and orders all events, difap- 
pointed wicked Haman in all his impious 
“sis hopes and purpofes; for that very night, 
‘Tuy the king finding that he could not fleep, and 
;° Accounting it time loft to lie idle and waking, 
cz- chofe rather to cmploy his thoughts upon fome- 
- Whar that mighe turn to the advantage of 
his government, and fo commanded his fecre- 
. tary to bring him his memorials and papers of 
fiatc, as weil modern as ancient, and to read 
the contents of them. The king found upon 
the reading of them, the name of a perton 
, that had great honours and poffeflions given 
im, as a reward for a glorious and a re- 
markable action: And fo likewife of ano- 
ther, that made his fortune by the bounties 
men- Of his prince for his fidelity ; coming at laft 
tion of any to the 
advantage to the two 
him for the 
ervice. 
Efther vi, 
T--3. 











» cunuchs, Bigthan and Tercth againft 
the perfon of the king ; and of the difcovery 
of this treafon by Mordecai. The fecretary 
read it over, and was paffing forward to the 
the next; but the king bad him hold, and 
ask’d him if that perfon had any reward gi- 
ven him for his fervice. 
f{wer, that there was no reward mentioned in 
the relation, and fo the king bad him ftop 
there ; and inquire of the waiters what time 
of night it was: And anfwer being brought 
that it was break of day, he bad his fecretary 


go fee if any of his fricnds were at the palace- 
gate, and bring him word ; when he came to 


look, whom fhould he find there but Haman, 


Who was earlier up than ordinary, for fear of 


being too late with his petition to the king 
againft the life of Mordecai. Word being 
brought to the king that Haman was at the 
gate, he ordered Bim to be call’d in; and 
upon his entrance into the lodging, the king 
{poke to him after this manner: ¢ I know 
“ (fays he,) that you are the kindett friend 
The king |“ to ie in the world ; and therefore ] would 
Beteuie walt es agk your counfel, what mark of honour you 
0 Haman, “ would advife 


Scheie he me to beftow upon the perfon 
fhould do for “ thae I have the greatcit obligation to, ima~ 
the man he  ginable 5 and L would do it with a refpceét 
had the grea- «& ¢G my own royal dignity, as well as to my 


telt oblignri- 
onforin the  «* Fifty cubits, as 
world, V. 6, yards and one foot. 
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particular ftory of the confpiracy of 


The other made an- 





we have before remarked, were fomething, 


Book XL. 


“© affection.” Haman made no doubt of find- Haman gave 
ing his own intereft in his refolution to this a ean 
queftion, prefuming that this chara¢ter could fee 
not be intended of any other than of himfelf: --y. Be 
So Haman gave his opinion, that the king 
fhould cloath the man whom he-defired to 
honour, with own his royal apparel, mount 
him upon his own horfe, ‘make him a prefent 
of a golden chain, and then caufe fome one or 
other of his particular confidents and friends 
to march before him, as a herald, and make 
proclamation all over the city: That “ thus 
“ fhall it be done to the man that the king 
*€ vouchfafes to honour.”? Now Haman fug- Not doubr. 
gefted this counfel to the king, in confidence ing but the 
that he would adjudge this honour to him, W¢fion 
: : pointed ar 
and no other ; and the king was highly plea- fimteir 
fed with the motion: ‘* Wherefore go Gaye Elaman is or. » 
‘* he,) and take the horfe, the apparel and the dered to da 
‘€ chain, and when you have found out Mor- ua ey 
*€ decai the Jew, equip him in thefe accou- wise 
** trements; and when he is mounted, do you 
““ march before him in the quality of an 
** officer, to make the proclamation; for you, 
“* being my particular friend, are the fitreft 
“© man both to advife withal, and to exccute 
*¢ your own counfel. 1 will do this honour 
*€ to Mordecai, becaufe [am indebted to him 
“ tor my life.” This order being intirely 
unexpected, itruck Haman like a thunder-bolr: 
But in this confufion, however, he durft do and in the 
no other than execute it; and fo was oblig’d ee con- 
to go with the horfe, habit, and the gold Pable heen 
chain to look for Mordecai 5 and finding him ccuted his 
at the palace-gare in his rags of humiliation, orders. V.11, 
he bad him itrip himfelf of his fackcloth, &c. 
and put on that purple, Nowthe Jew, know- 
ing nothing of the matter, took the whole 
ceremony for a mock, and treated Haman in 
plain terms, as a mean infolent wretch, to 
infult at that rate over the miferable: But 
upon a farther reafoning of the mattcr, Ha- 
man convinced him at lait, that the king had 
order’d this honour to be done him in recom- 
pence of the fervice he had render’d him in 
the faving of his life from the confpiracy of 
the two cunuchs : and being thus convinced, 
he put on the royal purple, and the golden 
chain, mounted the king’s horfe, and took 
the tour of the city; Haman making pro- 
clamation before him, Thus fhall it be done 
unto him that the king honours. Mordecai, 
aftcr this, went to the king ; Haman fneak- 
ing away fhamefully to his own houfe, where 
he entertain’d his forrowful wife and fricnds, 
with the lamentable account of what had 
pafs’d. Upon the hearing of circumftances, 
they found that there was no revenging them- 
felves upon Mordecai, for God had. taken 
him into his proteétion. 
As they were in the middle of this dif- 
courfe, the king’s cunuchs came from Efther, 
to call away Haman prefently to fupper. One 
of them, whofe name was Sabuchadas, taking: 
notice of a gibbet that was ercéted there in the 
court, ask’d one of the fervants the meaning 
of it, and underftanding that it was prepared. 
for Mordecai, the queen’s uncle, whom Ha~ 
man had defigned to beg of the king for exe- As the king 
cution, he made no more words of it. Ag and Haman 
they were at fupper, and all partics Pleafed Were at Ee 
with the entertainment, the king put the for- bie the king 
. —- bids her ask 
that is, thirty once again, a9 
before, Eft- 
mer her. vii. V.2- 


upwards of ninety one Englith feet, 


Chap. VI. 
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mer day’s propofal over again to the queen, 

with an aflurance, that Ict her ask what fhe 

pleafed, ic fhonld not be denied her. Upon 

zhat occafion the fell into a deploring, fad dif- 

courfe, upon the miferable ftate and danger of 

the Jewith nation; and how fhe herfelf, and 

her countrymen were all defign’d for deftruc- 

tion, giving the king to underftand_ that this 

was the fubjeét the defir’d leave to {peak upon. 

‘© She did not defire, fhe faid, to give any in- 

‘* terruption to his affairs of ftate; or if it had 

“© been fo order’d that her countrymen might 

“* have only been fold for flaves, this calami- 

“ ty might have pafs’d yet for tolerable; fo 

The queen’s “ that fhe had only this fuit to move him in, 

fair wasonly “ that he would be pleafed to put a ftop to 

for 6, ee . “ the imminent deftruction that was otherwife 

oe of the ‘© to be executed upon the whole race.” ‘The 

Jews king call’d out prefently to know who it was 

that had any fuch defign a foot. ‘The queen 

made anfwer, without mincing the matter, 

which Haman ** Thar Haman was the author of that advice, 

had defign’d, “ and that he did it out of an impulfe of pure 

Efthervi. = «* malice to the people.”? This difcourfe put 

x6, the king out of humour, and fo he withdrew 

from the treat into the garden. Haman by this 

time found the ftorm a coming, and began to 

apply himfelf to the queen, with acknowledg- 

ments of his miftakes, and defire of pardon ; 

and cafting himfelf upon the bed by her as in 

: a way of humiliation and refpeét. The king 

The king 4. Teturning at the fame time, and feeing Haman 

a ey in that pofture upon the bed, was more irri- 
ed with ria = 

man, Ver. 7. tated by that eircumftance, than by all the reft, 

men, for fo infolent an attempt upon the ho. 

nour of his wife. ‘Thefe words were accom- 

panied with fuch a fiercenefs of tone and ac- 

tion, that Haman was direétly out of his wits 

at the hearing of them, and had not one fyllable 

Aneunuch 0 fay for himfelf. Upon this the eunuch be- 

tells the king fore mentioned told the king of. a gibbet of 

a pales fifty cubits in height, that Haman had fet up 

mn for the. £0F Mordecai in his own court, as he under- 

execution of ftood by one of his fervants, when he was 

Mordecai, there to give him an invitation to fupper. The 


Ver, 9. king immediately took up a refolution of in- 

flicting the fame punifhment upon Haman, that 
Haman or- he had prepar’d for Mordecai, and fo order’d 
der'dto be him immediately to be hang’d upon the fame 


nee es gibbet, I cannot pafs over this wonderful har- 
tately upon * : 

the fame gib- Mony of providences, without a remark upon 
bet, Ver. to. the almighty power and the admirable Juttice 
and wifdom of God, not only in bringing 
Hainan to his deferved punifhment, but cn- 
trapping him in the very fnare he had laid for 
another, and turning a malicious device upon 
the head of the contriver. 

Turis was the end of Haman, the wicked 
abufer of the king’s goodnefs and bounty. 
preter His body was dcliver’d up to jufticc, and_his 
‘ther viii, 1, eftare given to the queen. The queen had by 
. this time made it known to the king that Mor- 

decai was her kinfman; fo that he fent for 
him, and dcliver’d him the fame ring that 
Haman had been entrufted with before. The 
pofleflions of Haman, that the king had grant- 
ed to the quecn, fhe beftow’d upon Mordecai, 
and then made it her requeft to his majcity, 
that he would deliver the Jews out of that 
apprehenfion for their lives, that was yet upon 
them, minding him of the letters that Haman 
the fon of Ammedatha, had difperfed in his 
naine all over the empire, making declaration 


Mordecai is 
now made 
known and 
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calling him the bafeft and the wickedeft of 
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that her own life depended upon the fafety of 
her country and her relations. ‘The king gave 
her his royal word, that nothing fhould be 
done to the Jews without her privity and good-~ 
will; and he gave her farther liberty to write 
what fhe thought fit, concerning the Jews, in 
his name, and the letters fhould be fign’d and 
feal’d, and difpers’d by his order throughout 
all his dominions; and when they fhould once 
come to be confirm’d by the royal fignature, 
their authority would pafs without any difpute 

or contradiction ; wherefore the king appoint- 
ed his feribes and fecretaries to attend him, 
commanding them to write letters on the be- 
half of the Jews to the magiftrates of all the 
nations that lie betwixt India and Ethiopia, 
under the command of a hundred and twenty 

feven governors. Of which letter this is a 

true copy : 


Artaxerxes, the great king, to otw trufty magia 
fSirates, greeting. oe. 


in the world for men that are ad- cates his Jet~ 
“€ vanced rather upon favour than merit, not te" againft 
ce . eo te : the Jews, 
only to infule over their inferiors, but to Rafer xvi 
“* fly in the faces even of their benefactors 
** themfelves, and as much as in them lies, to 
* extinguith all fenfe of gratitude or good- 
** nature in human fociety; perverting allo out 
* of a pride and impotency of mind, the power 
* and credit that was given them, to the dif 
** honour of their patrons, from whom they 
** receiv’d it; and all under fuch an appearance 
“ too, as if they thought God himfelf could 
“ not fee through the difguife; befide that, it 
* is no new thing neither, for ftate-minions 
* to gratify their own private paflions to the 
“ prejudice of their mafters, by mifreprefent- 
“ Ing things and men, and calumniating the 
“ innocent ; and by thefe ill offices with the 
“ prince, to put honeft men in danger of thcir 
* lives. I donot fpeak this upon hiftory or 
© hearfay, but upon the certainty of what I 
“ have feen with my own eyes, and upon 
“© proof, not rumour; wherefore Ict no heed 
*¢ be given for the future to bare accufations, 
* or, in truth, flanders rather; but det the 
fact be ftriétly cxamin’d, and the perfon ac- 
* cufed be cither acquitted or punifh’d, as he 
* fhall be found innocent or guilty. 
“© Ir is well known that Haman, the fon of 
“ Ammedatha, was by extraction an Amale- 
“ kite, and not a Perfian, and with what ten 
* dernefs of affeétion and hofpitality I recciv’d 
“ him; what honours I conferr’d upon him, 
* even to the degree of calling and cftecming 
him as my father, commanding a}l my fub- 
jeéts to pay a reverence, next in order to 
what thcy ought to my own perfon. Now 
this man was fo intoxicated with the fumes 
* of his vanity and weaknefs, that paffing all 
“ the meafures of fobricty and duty, he ime 
© proved the power I gave him, fo far as in 
“< him lay, toward the fupplanting of me in 
my kingdom, and the deftroying of that. 
* perfon by treacherous practices, to whom I 
** ftand indebted for my life and government. 
“ I fpeak of Mordecai, my bencfaétor and 
* preferver, and of my dearcft wife the queen 
“ likewife, whom I tendér as the one half of 
* my own foul, and my partner in the empire; 
“ his plot being in the firft place perfidioufly 
to 
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“ ¢9 attempt upon the lives of my moft necef 
“ fary friends, and then to feize my royal au- 
£¢ thority to his own ufc. 

“© Now for to much as the lewd defigns of 
“ this wicked man are unqueitionably noto- 
“ rious, and particularly his bloody and bar- 
** barous contrivance for the total extirpation 
“of the Jews, this is to notify and declare, 
“‘ thae I find thefe people fo tar from being 
“ croublefome or feditious as he reprefents 
* chem, that on the contrary I do highly ap- 
** prove of their infticutions, Ways, and man- 
®* ners, as a people worfhipping the fame God, 
© to whofe bounty and protection our family 
& ftands indebted both for the pofleffion and 
* prefervation of our empire. _ It is therefore 
“ our royal pleafure, by thefe prefents, not 
“ only to difcharge the fame people of all the 
“ pains and penalties to which they were made 
<< liable by our letters communicated to you 
‘by the hand of Haman; but likewifc, the 


<¢ {aid mandate notwithitanding, that you treat 


™ chem with all manner of gentlenefs and re- 
* {peét; having caufed the author of this ma- 
« licious perfecution, with his whole family, 
“© to be put to death upon a gibber before the 
“ gates of Sufa, as a moft neceffary facrifice 
© to divine juftice. ; 
‘© Tus is alfo farther to will and require 


« you, that you forthwith difpatch copies of 


“© chefe our letters through all our dominions, 
“ permitting the Jews to live in a peaceable 
¢ enjoyment of their own laws, and that you 
“¢ give them your aid and affiftance toward the 
“¢ vindicating of themfelves upon thofe that 
“ fpitefully and injurioufly opprefs’d them in 
“ their adverfiry ; and whereas the precife 
“‘ time appointed for the utter extermination 
“ and deitruétion of thefe people was to have 
“ been upon the thirteenth day of the twelfth 
“© month, or the month of Adar, it is our 
“© pleafurc, that you pitch upon the fame month 
“© and day for the work of their deliverance, 
“© as a circumftance the moft agreeable to the 
‘© methods of God’s power and _juftice, not 
“© doubting but that this way of procecding 
‘© will be much to the fatisfaction of all our 
“© friends, and the example of it ftand upon 
** record to poftcrity, for a monumental cau- 
“‘ tion to all traitors in time to comes and 
“be it likewife known to all our cities, 
“© towns, and people hercin concerned, that 
“ what perfon foever fhall prefume either by 
“ difobedience, or neglect, to act in any thing 
“© contrary to the tenor of this cur imperial 
“© command, he fhall be liable to military ex- 
“¢ ecution by fire and fword, wherco! all our 
* fubjeéts are to take warning, and the Jews 
‘© to be in readinefs at the time afligned, to 
“ do themfelves right upon their encmics.”’ 


‘THERE were couricrsimmediately difpatch’d 
with cthefe letters to all quarters. © Mordecai 
in the mean while coming forth out of the pa- 
lace dreffed in royal robes, a crown, and 
golden chain, the jews prefently interpreted 
his appearance in a common bleffing to them 
all; and the publication of the king’s letters 
through all the towns and citics of his domi- 
nions, diffufed fuch an univerfal joy amongft 
them, that every man look’d as if he were ani- 
mated with anew foul; nay, and this grace 
of the king had fo powerful an influence and 
cffcét, cven upon other nations, that many of 
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them circumcifed themfelves, in hopes they 
might efcape better under the difguite of Jews, 
who were highly elevated by the king’s af- 
figning them the fame day for their revenge The fame day 
that had been defigned for their exccution 5 2 
that is to fay, the thirtcenth day of the twelfth 
month, which the Hebrews call Adar, and the 


ffign’d to the 
ews for their 
revenge that 
3 aD was appointed 
Macedonians Dyftrus. Upon the obtaining of for their de- 
this mandate, the princes, governors, magif- frudtion, 
trates, and licutenancies did all pay a more Pere MS 
than ordinary reverence to the Jews, for fear ; 
of the power of Mordecai. 

Upon the publifhing of this edit, he Jone 
put five hundred of their enemies to the fword 
at Sufa, and the king fhew’d the queen the 
number of them; but there was no account 
taken as yet of thofe that were flain clfewhere; 
fo he propofed it to her, if fhe would require 
any thing more, for he was refolved to deny 
her nothing. Her requeft was then, that the 
Jews might have one day’s revenge more up= 
on their enemies, and that the ten fons of Ha- 
man might be hang’d upon the gallows, which The ten fons 
the king granted alfo for the day following, o hemes 
without any hefitation or delay ; fo that they 8% ibid. 
gather’d in troops together upon the foure 
teenth, and killed near three hundred more 
of their adverfaries, without fo much as touch- 
ing any of their goods; but upon the fame 
heat in other places up and down the empire, 
they deftroy’d feventy five thoufand of thofe The Jews 
whom they reputed to be their enemies. ‘This ill’d about 
flanghter was made upon the thirteenth, and oe 
on the day following they feafted; and fo at their enemies 
Sufa alfo they celebrated the fourteenth of the in feveral 
following month as a feftival; and thefe days places upon 
are ftill obferved by the Jews with the fame ees 
folemnity, regaling one another by way of The day of 
compliment, with fome prefent or portion of the Jews fo- 
the entertainment, Mordecai, upon this, fenr lemnity cele- 
his orders to all the Jews under the dominion Drab oy on 
of Artaxerxes, requiring them to obferve thofe fegiyal, Von: 
days for feftivals, and to tranfmit the obfer-17, ke 
vance of them to pofterity, and fo to make it 
everlafting, for the perpetual memory of the 
thing ; for it was but reafonable to celebrate 
their deliverance by a folemnity of rejoicing 
upon the fame day that was by the treachery 
of Haman appointed for the maffacre, and to 
make it a day of thankfgiving, in memory as 
well of their being freed from the danger, as 
of having their enemics given up into their 
hands. Upon this account it is that thofe days The feat of 
are obferv’d, which they call Phrurea, or Pu- Purim, ibid. 
rim; that is to fay, feafts of confervation. 
Mordecai all this while was a man of great Mordecai in 
power with the king, both in refpeét of his ite credit, 
adminiftration, being near his perfon, and as ae 
an affiftant and companion to the queen. The 
affairs of the Jews profper’d under their direc~ 
tion and favour beyond all expectation ; and 
let this fuffice for the hiftory of our people un- 
der Artaxcrxes. 





CHAP. VII, 
Sohn, the high-pric, kills bis brother Fefus in 
the temple. fanaffis, the brother of Faddus 
the high-prieh, marries the daughter of Sana 


ballat. er 
udas fuc- 

F TER the death of Eliafib the high ceeds Elia 

f pricft, his fon Judas, by an hereditary i the pontile 

right, fyccceded to the office; and after his fon Yohn the- 


deceafe ceeds his. 








Chap. VII. the Antiquities of the JEws. ZOOL 
deceafe came on in courfe his fon John, who {dus the high-prictt, for taking to wife a ftrange 
was the occafion of the violation, and the pro-| woman; infomuch, that the difguit they had, 
phanation of the temple afterward by Bagofes, | fell little thort of a tumult ; for it look d like 
the commander in chief of the troops of Ar-|a ftep toward the antiquating of their country’s 
taxerxes, impofing a tribute alfo upon the-Jews, |laws, about marriages; and that if they fuffer’d 
ébliging them to. allow. out of the publick trea- |it to goon, it would come by little and little 
fure, ‘fitty * drachma’s a day for every lamb|toacuftom, Neither had they forgotten that 
they facrificed, before. they enter’d upon their |this.very ching was the.caufe of their. former 
daily offerings, which impofition.camé thus to | captiyity, and of all the.calamities:-that en- 














be.brought on.. John had a - brother whofe 
Bagofes ad- 


vances Jefus 
to the ponti~ 


ficate in the p c A 
lace of his much upon this affurance, that-he tookthe-li- 


brother John'bertry to enter into a:difpute with-his brother, 
in the temple itfelf, upon this fubjects:and the 
conteft went fo far, that his brother, in:a rage, 
John kills Je- {er upon him and kill’d him; the: greateft. :af+ 
{us upon the Fone to. religion certainly that ever wias:.comic 
caple mitted, efpecially by a prieft; and for the far- 
ther aggravation of the fcandal, it was beyond 
all prefident, either among. the :Greeks, «or 
Barbarians; but God would nor fuffer fo ‘du- 
dacious an affront to efcape unpunifh’d.. Now 
the people loft their liberty for it, and: the 
_ Perfians prophaned the.temple; for fo foon as 
the ‘news of it came to Bagofes, that the 
high-prieft had fpilt the blood of his brother 
in the very temple, he call’d out to the Jews 
in contempt and. indignation.. ‘* Prophane 
** wretches, fays he, to.make a fhambles. of 
*° the place of your worfhip!” At the fame 
time prefling to get into the temple,: but being 
oppos’d in his paflage, ‘* What, fays he, do 
‘© you look upon my living body to be fouler 
** than the carcafs that lies here within?’ And 
with thefe words forced his way. Upon this 
occafior he kept a fevere hand over the Jews 
for feven years; but after the death of John, 
his fon Jaddus came to the priefthood, ‘This 
Jaddus had a brother whofe name was’Ma- 
nafles, to whom Sanballat, underftanding Je- 
pyle to be a famous city, and that the kings 
of it had put the Syrians and Affyrians to ma- 
ny difficulties, frankly gave his daughter + 
Nicafa in marriage as a‘teft and earneft of the 
amity he propounded to himfelf with the Jews, 
This was that Sanballat that govern’d Samaria 
TheSamari- under the laft Darius, a Chuthite born, from 
tans derive whence the Samaritans had their original. 
from the a 
Chuthites, 


Jaddus fuc- 
ceeds John, 
and Manaffes 
facceeds Jad- 
dus. 











CHAP. VIL 


Alexander the Great carries the war out of Europe 
into Afias breaks the Perfian empire; aud 
when it was expcted he foould have deftroy’d 
Ferufalem, he treated the Fews with all ten- 
dernefs and refpedt. 


Philip of Ma- JT was about this time that Philip the king 


cedon mur- of Maccdon was treachcroufly murder’d in 








of the funétion, but advance him to the ponti- 


3 | fued. upon it;: that is to fay, the tranfgreffion 
name was’ Jefus, and. Bagofes being very-much_ that drew rhofe judgments upon them, was the 
his ‘friend, took upon‘ him the. advancing. of, “th 


Jefus to the pontificate. © Jefus depended fo] own extraction, and therefore they pofitively 


Marrying.of women that were not of. their 


required, -that Manafles fhould either. difmifs He is o¥der'a 
his. wife,:,or ferve, no.more at the.altar. . But cither to\pur 
the ¢ high-prieft and the.people being moy.d 2¥3y bis wife, 
with indignation, . after this would: not {affer his ofite 
Manaffes: to officiate,at the altar, whereypon Manaffes lays 
he went :to:Sanballat,-his father-in-law,. with his cafe be- 
a. profeffion ‘of . the: great-affeétion he. had. for fore Sanbal- 
his dayghter; ‘but.at the fame time.he could * 
not .fybmit, to; lofe’ his. priefthood and honour - 
that. was annexed to his. family, and the high=- 
eft.of: all others in efteem among the Jews,-tor 
the fake of a wife, though never fo.excellenr.: - 
Sanballat"told him:upon.this,. that he .would Sanballat uns 
undertake: not only to. fecure him the exercife Gertakes to, 
mee : , ecure hint to 
all purpofes, | 
make him 
prince of the 
whole coun- 


ficate, and. eftablifh him prince of the. whole 
country, upon condition of owning his daugh- 
ter for his-wife, and that he would build a coun, 

: eat *F try, build him 
temple fér him upon mount Garizin, that.over- 4 temple at 
looks: Samaria and the reft of the mountains Garizin,cqual 
thereabouts, not inferior to that at Jerufalem ; to that ar Je- 

_and this he took upon him to fee effeéted by pe with 
ithe confent of Darius himfelf. Manafies de- eee 
pended fo abfolutely upon this affurance, that which Ma” 
he made no doubt at all of the performance, mesdepends 
and fo he continued with his father, Sanbal- UP°?» and. 
lat was now in years, and finding a great ma~ Sich his fa- 
‘ny pricfts and Wraclites hamper’d in fuch ther. 3 
matches, the ftate of Jerufalemn was not a lit- Divers priefts 
tle troubled at it; for all thofe irregular peo- 4°4 Mraclites 
ple went over to Manafies, Sanballat furnifh- fete 
ing them with moncy, houfes, land, and ftock, go over to 
and all to maintain the ambition of his fon-in- Manafies, 


law. 
Uvon the news of Alexander’s pafling the Alexander's 
Hellefpont, and the famous viétory he had ob- yy tory over 
tained. at the ziver Granicus, Darius, to pre- Granicus, 
vent his farther progrefs, drew together all 
the force he could make, both horfe and foot, 
to obftruct his paflage, with a rcfolution to give 
the Maccdonians battle, ‘before they fhould 
over-run the whole of “Kia, which they ine 
tended to do; fo that-having pafs’d the Eu- 
phrates with his army, and likewife Taurus a 
mountain in Cilicia, he put himfelf there in 
order, with a refolution to fight the enemy in 
that proyince. Sanballat was not a little com- 
forted with this advance of Darius; and ina 
full confidence of fuccefa, told Manafles, thar 
every thing fhould be made good that he had 
| promis’d him,, fo foon as the king fhould re- 
| turn; Jor he was fully perfuaded, and all the 
Afiaticks were of his opinion too, that the 
Macedonians with their handful of men would 
never ftand the firft fhock. But in the event 
they found their miftake 5 for upon the armies 
joining, Darius was totally routed, a great Dariustotdly 
ife, and routed. 


part of, his army loft, his mother, ae 
oreca. 


wi 
children made prifoners, and himfelf 


ae Alex. the city of ABgea, by Paufanias, the fon of Ce~ 
ander fic. Yaftes, of the family of Orcitcs, Alexander 
cecdshim, the fon fucceeded the father, and crofling the 
Hellefpont, gave Darius a notable overthrow 
at the river Granicus. After which he fubdued 
' Lydia and Ionia, and paffing his army. through 
Caria, he entcr’d into Pamphylia, as is faid 
elfewhere. 
aie Tun clders of Jerufalem were at this time 
daly mareys Woey. much unfatisfied with the brother of Jad- 
wes aces * Viz, About one pound and nine fhillings of our money. 


tT Macha, Rafin, 


4 See bifhop Mountague’s fourth Apparat. 
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Alexander to fly into Pertia. Alexander in the mean time 
marches into syarched into Syria, took Damafcus and Sidon, 
Syriay takes gd daid fiege to Tyre, writing alfo_to the 
na high-priett of the Jews, that he expeéted the 
fame allittances from them which they had be- 
fore allow’d to Darius, and that they fhould 
provide a market for the fupply ot his army, 
where he might have neceflarics for his money, 
afluring them that they fhould have no reafon 
to repent the refpeét. ‘The anfwer the high- 
pricit return’d was bricfly this, that they had 






{Oo 


The high- , ae : 
rict excufes bound themfelyes by an oath to Darius, never 
ir, that they to bear arms againft him, and that they were 


were under 
an oath to 


Darizs, 


ticd up by that obligation during his life. 
Alexander was highly incenfed at this return, 
but went on with che fiege of Tyre, making 
no doubt but to be fuddenly mafter of it, with 
terrible menaces, that upon the reducing of 
that place he would march againft the high- 
pricit himfelf, and give all people to under- 
ttand, how far oaths were to be broken or kept. 
Alexander Alexander, that was indefatigable, took Tyre 
takes Tyreby by affault; from whence he proceeded to be- 
aflazts, and fege Gaza, a Perfian garrifon, of which one 
beileges Gaza. 8? gor 2 
7 Babemefes was the governor. 
Ber to return now to the bufinefs of San- 


Sanbailat goes 
ballat: when he found that Alexander was be- 


over with 

Sipiy thou- tore Tyre, he took that opportunity of going 
eb Mer See . . . 

fron Dusjue Over to him with eight thoufand of his own 


to Alexander, men, and fo betook himfelf to the enemy’s 
camp, delivering up his truft, and transferring 

his allegiance from Darius to Alexander, who 

received him with open arms, and bad him 

{peak freely whatever he had to fay. So San. 

ballat told him, that he had a fon-in-law, 

whofe name was Manatics, the brother of Jad- 

dus, the high-prieit of the Jews, and great 

numbers of that people following him, who 

and gets defired nothing more than leave to build a 
leave to build cemple in that province; fetting forth alfo, 
rec that ic would be Alexander’s intereft to per- 
tharprovince. Oe oe : 
mit it, if ic were but to divide the power of 

the Jews, and to prevent commotions, for they 

are vaftly numerous, and as likcly to be trou- 

blefome to other kings, as they were formerly 

to the Syrians. This tavour was no fooncr 

granted, but they were immediately, all hands 

at work, upon the building of the temple, 

to ©=Manaffes to be the high-pricft, and the honour 

pee te to defcend to the poftcrity of Sanballat’s daugh- 
Ponour of ir, tC? 28 he projected to himfclf; but after {even 
to go tothe Months time {pent before Tyre, and two more 
ifluc of Suan- at Gaza, Sanballat died, and Alexander pre- 


NMorafles to 


ene fently upon the taking of Gaza, advanced to 
Sinballar dies, Jerufalem, which put Jaddus the high-prieft 
and Alexan- to his wit’s end how to behave himfelf in an 


cer advances addrefs to a prince whom he had fo highly 
eae Jeru- provoked by a refufal to comply with his or- 
aidus the ers; wherefore he appointed publick prayers 
hoe isand facrifices to be offer’d up to God tor his 
order ‘dina affiltance and protection, and for the common 
qo welfare of the people. On the night tollow- 
murchoutte ‘9g God appear’d to the high-pricit in a dream, 
mect Alexan- bidding him to be of good courage, adorn the 
der, city with Howers ad darlene: and without 
more ado to open the gates, the people to march 

out in white garments to meet Alexander, and 

himfelf with the reft of the priefts, in the ha- 

bits of their order, depending upon providence 

for the rett. Jaddus, upon waking, told the 

citizens with great joy the fubftance of this 

revelation, and fo put every thing in order to 

attend the approach of the ing: Upon intel- 

ligence a little while after, that he was draw- 
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ing near toward the town, Jaddus advanced, The pricfts 
together with his pricits and the citizens, ina aad aes 
new and a venerable way of pomp and folem- cordingly. oc 
nity, to a place that is called Sapha; that is us 
to fay, a place of profpeét, becaufe it com+ 

mands the view of bothcity and temple, The 
Phenicians and Chaldeans promis’d themfelves 

all the licenfe of blood and pillage upon the 
high-pricft himfelf, as well as upon the citi- 

zens, that rage or revenge could draw froma 
viétorious prince under the fenfe and provoca- 

tion of the affront he had received. But in 

the event they found the clear contrary; for 

when Alexander faw from a diftance the order 

of the proceffion, the people all in whitc,with 

the priefts at the head of them in their filken 

robes, and the high-prieft himfclf in his purple 

ftole, embroider’d with gold, his mitre upon 

his head, and a golden plate upon his fore-+ 

head, with the name of God engraven upon it, 

the majeity of this fpeétacle ftruck him with 

fo reverend an awe, that he advanced to him 

in his own fingle perfon, ador’d the facred in- Alexander 
{cription, and faluted the high-pricft himfelf; witha re- 
all the Jews at the fame time, with one heart epee tll Teve: 
and voice, faluting Alexander with loud accla» fhe high- 
mations, and gathering in multitudes about prief in per- 
him. ‘The kings of Syria, and the reft that ton. 

were there prefent, were fo amazed at the 

king’s behaviour, that they could hardly take 

him to be in his right fenfes; buc only Par- 

menio took the freedom to ask him, in a fami- 

liar way, how it came to pafs that he who was 

ador’d by the whole earth fhould now defcend 

to bow toa Jewith prieft? No, fays Alexander, 

Ido not adore the man, but the God whom 

he ferves; for fome time paft, when I was at 

Dion in Macedonia, I faw this man I remem-~ 

ber, and in this very habit. I was then deli- 

berating what courfe I fhould take to conquer 

Afia; and this very perfon bad me pafs my ar- 

my over the river, and be confident, thar if I 

would take his counfel, I fhould make myfelf 

mafter of the Perfian empire. Now upon the Alexander | , 
view of this man, and in this habit, I call to calls to mind 
mind my dream at Dion, and that this is the eee of 
lively figure of what I faw there in a vifion, vifton he had 
and of the perfon that cncourag’d me to this at Dion. 
expedition ; fo that ic is not without a divine 

impulfe that I undertake this war, and I make 

no doubt at all of gaining my point upon the 

Perfians, and fuccecding in all things to my 

with. After this difcourfe to Parmenio, the The pricfts 
king embrac’d Jaddus, and was conduéted in- conduct 

to the city by the reft of the pricfts, where eee * 
he went up tothe temple, and facrificed in He Where he 
form, according to order, paying alfo a fingu- F eiees in 
lar vencration to the high-pricft himfclf, who form. 
fhew’d the king, when the ceremony was ovcr, 

the book of the prophet Danicl, and in it the 

prediction of a certain Greek in time to come, 

that fhould make himfelf mafter of the Perfian 

empire, which Alexander interpreted of him- 

felf; and fo with great fatisfaétion in all re- 

fpeéts he difcharg’d the multitude till the day 
following, at which time he call’d them toge- 

ther again, to know what requeft they had to 

make him. The_ hi bepriett made anfwer, 

that they only acne: his leave to enjoy the 

{freedom of their own country laws, and that 

they might be cxempted from the feventh 

year’s tribute, which was all granted them. 

They befought him farther alfo, to allow the 

fame freedom to the Jews in Babylon and Me 


Chap. 


‘ 


The Samari- 

tans change 
rties with 

their intereft, 


VITi. 


dia, which he granted likewife; offering them 
morcover, that if any ef them had a mind to 
take up arms in his fervice, they fhould be re- 
ceived into his army, and enjoy the liberty of 
exercifing their religion as before, which ge~ 
nerofity brought great numbers of the Jews 
over to him. 

Marrers being thus fettled at Jerufalem, 
Alexander marched with his army trom place 
to place among the neighbouring cities, and 
wherever he came-he was.well received. The 
Samaritans, whofe capital at that time was 
Sichem, near the mountain Garizin, and peopled 


by Jewith deferters, taking notice how honour-. 


ably Alexander treated the Jews, began now 
to bethink themfelves of tacking about again, 
and returning to their former profeffion; for 
thefe people are of that temper, as we have 
faid already, that when they fee the Jews are 
in affliétion, ‘‘ They are ftrangers to us, they 
“ cry; we have nothing to do with them,” 
which is nothing but the truth. But fo foon 
as ever fortune {miles upon them again, they 
claim kindred prefently, and value themfclves 
upon the very beraldey of their defcent from 
Jofeph and his fons, Manaffch and Ephraim. 
Alexander was hardly out of the city, when 
the Sichcmites, in great pomp and parade, and 
with wonderful joy in their looks, prefented 
themfelves before him, in company with the 
troops that Sanballat had fent over to him; 
making fuit to the king, that he would vouch- 
fafe to honour their city and temple with his 
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prefence, who {poke them all fair, and pro- 
mifed to give them a vifit at his return ; but 
upon their defiring an immunity of the feventh They demand 
year’s tribute, as the other, in regard that they the immunity 
did not fow in that year, Alexander asked-0f the fe, 
what countrymen the petitioners were? ‘They Yorth’year's 
told him they were Hebrews, but that they ir is not 
were called Sichemites by the Sidonians. ‘The granted them, 
queftion was put to them again, whether they 
were Jews ornot? ‘They faid, no; “ Where» 
* upon, fays Alexander, I have granted this_ 
*© to the Jews; but, however, when I come 
*© back again, I fhall do what I think reafon- 
“ able, upon a fuller information of the mat- 
“ ter: And fo the Sichemites were difmifs’d ; 
but he took Sanballat’s men along with him 
into Egypt,, allotting them .a diftribution of 
lands to live upon there, which they had af- 
terwards in Thebes, where they were put in 
garrifon. 

Arter the death of Alexander, the empire Theirregular 


was parted among his fucceflors, only the aoe at Jeru- 
temple by Garizin remain’d untouch’d: And fy 


if at any time the Jews at Jerufalem were with the Si- 
found guilty of the violation of their laws, chemites. 
as in eating forbidden meats, the breach of 

the fabbath, or the like ; they took fanctuary 

with the Sichemites, upon a pretence that they 

were unjuftly accus’d. About this time the 


high-prieft Jaddus dy’d; and Onfas, his Son, Onias, the fon 
fucceeded him in the dignity. 
we fhall fay of the ftate of Jerufalem at that 
time. 


This is all-of Jaddus, 
fucceeds his 
father, 
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CET Ae -P: 


ef Nexanier, bis generals foave the empire. 
lonies cf Pows into Egypt, and employs them in places of great trufi. The Fews 


cm oy 
Fers(alen, avd the Samaritans, ave perpetually im war. 






RI HEN Alexander king 
PANS 8 cf Maccdon had made 
; himfelt abfolure ma- 
fter of the Perfian em- 
pire, and fettled the 
affairs of the Jews, as 
we have fhew’d alrea- 
dy, he departed this 
lite, and left the em- 

pire broken, and par-~ 
cell’d out into fo many principalities. Afia 
fell co Antigonus. Babylon, ‘with the coun- 
trics bordering upon it, to Seleucus. - The 
~. Hellefpone to Lyfimachus, Macedon to * 
" Catlander, and Egypt and Prolemy, the fon 
‘cf Lagu:. Upon this divifion there enfued a 
Icng war betwixt thefe feveral princes, who 
were all competitors for the fovereign com- 
mand cf the whole, to the ruin of feveral 
ceniiderable cities, and the lofs of a great ma- 
ny lives. The whole tract of Syria was a- 
bundantlv fenfible of this mifery, under the 








Proleme, government of Prolemy, otherwife call’d the 
Sal gm fasicur, (thcugh never any man had lefs pre- 
ca the fa- 


us * tence tothat title than himfelf. This was 
He farprizes he who made himfelf mafter of Jerufalem b 
JersGlem by a ftratagem ; that is to fay, upon a fabbath- 


treachery, = day, under a colour of devotion, and then 
epee treachcroufly poficfs’d himfelf of the city with- 


cut any cppolition, difficulty, or fo much as 
the leaft apprchenfion of any danger from him : 
this being a day of reft, over and above ; 


* In the copies of Jotephus iz is Catander. But the true 


Prokeiny furprizes Ferufalem 3 tranfe 


which made his entrance as cafy as his admi- 

niftration afterwards was tyrannical and bar- 

barous. Agatharchides the Cnidian, fays Agathat- 

much the fame thing in his hiftory of the fuc- chides im- 

ceflors of Alexander, when he imputes the putes the lof 

lofs of our country and liberties to the vanity aaa re 

of our fuperftition. His words are thefe: Sertiton 
“¢ ‘Tuere area people (fays he,) that are 

« known by the name of Jews, and have 

* their habitation in a great and well fortify’d 

* city call’d Jerufalem. Thefe men fell into 

the hands of Prolemy, and fubjeéted them- 

felves to a cruel flavery upon a fantaftical 

{cruple of confcience, that would not fufler 

them to take up arms againft an oppreflor in 

their own defence, upon that day.’? This 

is What Agatharchides delivers concerning our 

brethren, But Ptolemy carry’d away a great 

many captives out of the mountainous part of 

Judea, trom about Jerufalem, Samaria, and 

the mountain Garizin, which he tranfported 

into Egypt ; andthen refleéting upon the fa- 

credneis of an oath among the Jews, by their 

fidelity to Darius, even after his overthrow, 

notwithftanding the fummons, and the invita- 

tion of Alexander to come over to him, he 

difpofed of them into ftrong holds, garifons, 

and places of truft upon their oath of fidelity 

to be truce to him and his fucceflors ;_ granting 

them alfo immunities and privileges in Alex 

andria, in common with the Macedonians 

themfelyes; fo that betwixt the temptation 


tal 


reading is Caffander ; as Mr Spanheim has fhewn. £ 
Qa 
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of Prolemy’s liberality on the one hand, and 
the pleafure and convenience of a fruitful coun- 
try on the other ; there came over great num- 
bers of ‘Jews into Egypt from other parts allo. 
But the fewsand the Samaritans could never be 
reconcil’d yer upon the fubjeét of their anci- 
ent laws and conftitutions ; the one infifting 


The Jews and 
the Samari-~ 
tans are divi- 
ded: one for 
the temple at 

erufalem, 
rother for 
that at Gari- 
zin. 


upon it, that the temple at Jerufalem was the 
only holy place, and the Jews not allow- 
ed to fend their facrifices any where clfe ; 
the other faying as much for the temple at 
Garizin ; infomuch, that there was a great deal 
of blood fpilt upon this queftion. 








CHAP. It. 


Proleny Philadelphus fets a hundred aud twenty 
thoufand Fews at liberty, He fends for feven- 
ty two chofen perfons out of Judea, to turn the 
Jewifh laws into Greek. Fle makes & prefent 
of rich donatives to the temple, and treats the 
deputies with a magnificence fuitable to his 
greatness. 


* FT ER thedeath of Ptolemy (the fa- 

viour, as they call’d him) Philadel- 
phus the fon fucceeded in courfe to the king- 
dom of Egypt. He rcigned nine and thirty 
years, and gave orders ior the tranflating of 


Philadelphus 
Prolemy fuc- 
ceeds Ptole- 
my the favi- 
our. 


He orders 1 
Mofes’s law the law into the Greek tongue. ‘There were 
to be tranf- at that time captives in Egypt, to the number 
lated into ae {and | 
Greek of a hundred and twenty thoufand Jews, 
eek. : : : : 

12s0co cap- Which this Philadelphus commanded to be fet 
tive Jews fer at liberty upon this following occafion. De- 
atliberty.  metrius Phalereus having under his care and 


cuftody the truft of the king’s library, made 
ic his bufincfs to make a collection of all 
books that were any where extant at what rate 
focver. This fancy was his particular incli- 
nation ; fo that he brought up all the choice 
books that he could hear of, which he thought 
might be worthy of a place in the king’s itudy 
and good opinion. Philadelphus asking onc 
time how many thonfand volumes he thought 
he had got ? he told him, fome two hundred 
thoufand ; but that he hop’d in a fhort time 
to make them five hundred thoufand ; for he 
was certainly inform’d that there were a 
world of choice manufcripts among the Jews, 
concerning their laws, cuftoms and ccremo- 
nies, that are very well worth the reading, 
and the honour of a place alfo in the royal 
library ; but being written in their own lan- 
guage and characters, it would be a matter of 
great difficulty and trouble to turn them into 
Greck ; for though there may fecm to be fome 
refemblance and affinity betwixt the language 
and the writing of the one and of the other, 
there are yet feveral niceties peculiar to cach, 
and diftinét from the other, Not, fays he, 
that this is to difcourage the turning of them 
out of the Hebrew, and the depofiting of them 
in the royal collection, fo long as there is 
where-withal to anfwer the expence. The 
king highly commended this projeét of De- 
inctrius upon fuch a colleétion of books, and 
wrote to the high-pricft of the Jews to give 


A colleétion 
of 200000 
volumes in 
Prolemy’s 
library. 
Demetrius 
propofes to 
make them 
$29,900, 


Philadelphus 
approves of 
Lometrius’s 
defign ; and 
Writes to the 






confident of the king’s, a man of great modcf- 

ty 5; and upon that account he had his mafter’s 

ear with the more freedom. ‘This fame Ari- 

ftzus had it a long time in his heart ro get the 

Jews fet at liberty ; and laying hold of this 

occafion as the moft decent opportunity of 

moving the king about it, he went in the firft 

place to Sofibius, Varantinus, and Andreas, Sifibus, 
three captains of the guards, to fcel how they Tarantinus, 
ftood aiicéted ; and upon finding them wel] aod Andreas, 
difpos’d, he befought them carncitly to affigt h7C° CP 
him wich their intereft, toward the doing of guards, well 
fo good an office; upon which aflurance he «ffeéted to 
addrets’d himfclf to the king aftcr this man. them. 

ner. 

“¢ Sir (fays he,) if I may prefume to lay my Ariftzus 
thoughts at your fect, in all fimplicity, and evs ra : 
without-difguife, fince it is your royal plea~ jereir of she 
fure that the laws of the Jews be not only Jews. 
tran{cribed, but tranflated, to anfwer your 

prefent purpofe, I do not -well fee how it 

can be fairly done, while fo many of that 

nation are in bondage under your govern- 

“ment, from whom you require and cxpeét 

fo neceflary an affittance and fervice. Ir 

feems to me to be an aét worthy of your 
magnificence and goodnefs, to fet thefe poor 

people at liberty trom their prefent mifery ; 

tor by all that ever I could underftand of 

the matter, the fame God that orders 

and over-rules your government, is the 

author of their laws; and both we and 

they worfhip the fame creator and almighty 

power, only under the name of Jupiter, 

or Jove, 4 havandes from helping, being 

the life of us all, Wherctore you may 

be pleafed, out of a reverence to that Ged 

whom thcy love and worfhip with a zeal 

and affection beyond all other mortals, to 

reftore thefe wretched exiles to their own 

country, that they may end thcir days 

where they receiv’d their birth, as in the 

place that Providence had affigned them. f 

do not prefume, Sir, to interpofe on their 

behalf out of any partiality, upon the ac- 

count of tribe or extraction, but in a con- 
templation, that the fame God is the crea- 

tor of us all, and that fo illuftrious a cle- 

mency would be acceptable even to that 

God himfelf” The king ask’d him then, 

how many thoufands he thought there were 

that would ftand in need of this indulgence ? 

Andreas being prefent, made anfwer, That he 

believ’d there might be a matter of a hundred 

and twenty thoufand fouls. Well, fays the 

king to Arifteus, and durft thou take this for 

fo moderate a requeft ? Sofibius, and the reft 

that were by, faid, That ic would be an action 
becoming the dignity of fo great a prince, 

to be merciful to others, in acknowledgment 

of the honour that he himfelf had received 

from above. The king was fo well pleafed The king fo 
with this motion and advice, that he order’d bee ir 
an allowance of a hundred and twenty +} jeas’s mori 
drachma’s to the foldiers for every Jew they on, that he 
had in cuftody, to be made good to them on grants more 
the next pay-day, over and above thcir ftipend, eben his ask- 
with a further promife to anfwer the defire of '® 
Arifteus, (or, in truth, the appointment of 
Providence) in all points, and to ratify the 




































high-priett him his affiftance in the providing of thefe co- 
oe pies. Phere was one Arifteus, a particular whole by a publick ediét, wherein fhould be 
any TIpts. 
Arifteus a - - 
friend tothe  * See Vorftius’s preface to his appendix to the book de Septuagint. Interpret. 
ews, { Viz. Abour three pounds, ten fhillings of our money. 
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charges the 
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FLAVIUS 
comprehended not only thofe which his father, 
or his army, had carricd away, but thofe alfo 
that cither before, or fince that time, had been 
taken into captivity. His fricnds told him 
that at this rate the deliverance of thefe peo- 
ple would itand him in at leaft tour hundred * 
talents; but the king would not fcruple to 
pay that, he faid, for the thing fhould be 
done. Now for the greater honour of this 
illuttrious king, I fhall here infert a copy of 
the proclamation itfelt. 

“Ty is our royal will and pleafure, that all 
“ the Jews whatfoever, that have been fub- 
duced, and taken by any of my father’s for- 
“ees, upon their incurfions into Syria and 
“< Phenicia ; and thofe brought away or fold, 
“ into any of my dominions, and all thofe 
“ likewife chat either before, or fince that 
“ time, have been fo fold and enflav’d, be all 
‘- {or free, upon the payment of one-hundred 
‘© and twenty drachma’s for every fuch flave; 
“ the foldiers to receive this redemption-mo- 
ey, together with their pay, and the reft 
* out of the treafury ; for the forcing many 
‘* people away into captivicy, and the reveng- 
“ ing of their country by the outrage and li- 
“ ceace of the foldicrs, for the fake purely 
“« of rhe pillage and booty, was a courfe that 
“¢ my father undoubtedly neither intended nor 
‘¢ approv’d, and a thing as contrary to common 
“¢ equity and reafon; wherefore out of a re- 
“¢ verence to the memory of my father, and 
“ a commiferation of the poor and weak that 
“* fuffer under the power of oppreffion and 
“¢ violence, I do hereby exprefly charge and 
“€ command, that all the Jews that are at this 
“ time in fervirude, be immediately difmifs’d 
** upon the payment of the fum aforefaid to 
“ their refpective mafters, in obedience to this 
“© our mandate, without fraud or collufion. 
** And farther, that this our proclamation be 
* made publick for three days fucceflively 
“© after the receipt of it, and inthe mean time, 
“© that the atorefaid mafters bring in a lift of 
“* their prifoners to fuch officers, and in fuch 
*¢ manner as we fhall find moft for our fer- 
** vice. And all thisto be done upon the pe- 
“€ ril of the confifcation of his goods, if any 
“* man fhall be found aéting contrary to the 
“" tenor hereof.” 

Upown the fart fight of this draught, the 
king took notice, that the provifion tor the 
liberty of thofe that were taken cither before, 
or after, was not fo cautioufly exprefs’d, but 


The king ene there was room left to evade it; 10 that the 
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king, of his own proper gencrofity and moti- 
on, fuperadded a latitude of indulgence in 
thofe cafes, and gave pofitive orders to the 
collectors of his tribute, and the officers of his 
treafury, to have the money in readinefs for 
the ranfom of the Jews. So within {even days 
the whole work was difpatch’d at the king’s 
charge, to the value of four -h hundred and 
{ixty talents; the matters infifting upon the 
fame rate for their children, that they had for 
the reft, though the king's edi€t extended no 
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farcher than to thofe that were brought away 
prifoners, without comprehending fuchas were 
born there. 

Wuen every thing was advanced thus far, 
with great honour and juftice, according to 
the king’s mind, he commanded Demetrius to 
publith his purpofe about the tranfcribing of 
the Jewith books and records, proceeding trom 
one thing to another inorder, and with con- 
fideration, fo that there was entered upon a 
regifter, a copy of Demctrius’s petition, and 
likewife of the letters that were writtcn upon 
that occafion, with an account of the prefents 
that were made toward the work, and what 
they were, and by whom; fo that at farft 
fight, the excellency both of the authors and 
the contrivers, might appear from the very 
work itfelf. “Now the petition aforefaid ran 
in terms much to this purpofe. 


Demetrius to the great king. 


‘ INCE it is your royal will and com- 
* mand, that I fhould do my endeavourto 
“ fupply what may be yet further added toward 
“© the perfection of your library, and to find 
“ out what curious and ufefal books and copies 
“ may have hitherto efeaped my fearch and 
‘© enquiry, this is humbly to inform your ma- 
‘* jefty, that after much ftudy and thought upon 
“this matter, I do not find any me fo much 
“ conducing to your prefent purpofe, as the 
‘* hiftory of the Jewifh laws ; for being writ- 
“ ten in Hebrew charaétcrs, and ina Hebrew 
“ Idiom, it will be hard for us to underftand 
“ them aright 3 befides, that the verfion we 
“ have already of them, is not fo correét as 
“ it thould be, for want of a royal authority 
“ and encouragement toward the making of 
“ them known; fo that it will be neceilary 
“ to have them accuratcly and carefully tran- 
“ flated, as being a body of the wifeft and 
‘“¢ pertecteft laws that are any where cxtant 5 
“© God himfelf having been the author of them, 
“ For this reafon, fays Hecateus the Abderite, 
“ we find in nonce of the pocts or hiftorians, 
‘© any mention made of thefe laws, or of the 
* adminiftrators of them ; the orginal and 
“€ infticution of them being facred, and not to 
“* prophaned by unhallow’d lips; wherefore 
‘ your majefty may be pleafed, if you fhall 
udge ir meet, to write to the high-pricft 
of the Jews, only to fend you out of ever 
tribe, 11x clders, whom he fhall make choice 
of, as men the beft skill’d in the knowledge 
of their conftitutions and cuftoms, and by 
their afliftance, in the interpreting and cx- 
pounding of their writings, we may be able 
“ to gather fomething from them to your maje~ 
fty’s fatisfaction.” 

Tuc king, upon this motion, gave direc- 
tions for letters to be written to Eleazar 
the high-pricit, according to the propofal 
of Demetrius, taking notice alfo of the ge~ 
neral releafe of all the Jews that were pri- 
foncrs in Egypt. The king fent a prefent alfo 
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The petition 
of Demetrius 
about Jewifh 
books and 
records, 


The hiftory 
of the Jewith 
laws. 


Hecaraus ob- 
ferves upon 
thofe laws. 


Six elders 
propos'd out 
of every 
tribe, tro affift 
in the inter- 
pretation of 
the writings. 


Letrers or- 
der’d to Elea- 
zar the high- 
rieft accord> 
Ing to this 
propofal. 
The king's 
munificent 


err er rer A a rtf tS prefents. 


* Suppofing the talents here meant to be Hebrew ones, 


which were much the largeft, four hundred muft weigh 


forty five thoufand fix hundred twenty five pounds, and their value in filver amount to one hundred thirty fix 

thoutund cight hundred feventy five pounds ; but if Egyptian ones, a much lef fum, 

_ tFourhundredand fixty Hebrew talents weighed fifty two thoufand four hundred fixty cight pounds, and their value 

in filver amounted to one hundred fifty feven thoufand four hundred and fix pounds, buteven this fum would have 

fallen far fhort of ranfoming one hundred and twenty thoufand fouls, at an hundred and twenty drachma’s an head, - 
fuppofing with Andreas in the preceeding page, the number proved fo great ; or learned men are very much out 


in their adjufting of the weight and value of the drachwa's and talents of the antients, 


of 


Chap. IL. the 


of * fitty talents of gold, tor cups and bowls, 
and to a great value in precious ftones, order- 
ing thofe that had care of the coffers, wherein 
they were depofited, to let the lapidaries take 
and chnfe as they thought fic; and_befide all 
this, the king affign’d + a hundred talents more 
for facrifices, and other fervices of the temple. 
I mutt not pafs over the particulars of the mag- 
nificence, and the curiofity of the whole work ; 
but in the firft place I fhall give the reader the 
copy of the letter that was written to Eleazar, 
together with an account how he came to this 
dignity. 
Onias the _Upon the death of the high-prieftOnias, 
high-priet his fon Simon fucceeded to the office, a'per- 
dics, and his fon of fingular piety towards God, and of an 
fon Sonia exemplary tendernefs and good-nature toward 
facerees ™" mankind ; from which charaéter he was fir- 
Simon dies, uamed the Juft. . Simon liv’d not long, and 
and leaving leaving behind him only one fon, a child, whofe 
only one fon name was Onias, his brother Eleazar, of whom 
Onias, achild, : ‘ > fl 
Eleamrhis WE are now fpeaking, enter’d upon the ponti- 
brother en- ficate; and it was to this Eleazar that Prole- 
ters upon the my wrote the following letter. 
pontificate, 
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King Ptolemy to Eleazar the high-prieft, fendeth ie 
grecting. 


HEREAS there were great num- 
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Prolemy’s ee 
beter to Elen ec bers of Jews in my dominions that | ‘ 
. ec ce 


were brought captives hither by the Perfians 
while they were in power; and whereas my 
father had fo great a value for them, that 
he entrufted feveral of them in his armies, 
others in his ftrong holds and garifons, for 
a check upon the Egyptians, with the al- 
lowance of large. penfions for their fervice, 
be it known unto you, that I myfelf alfo, 
as I have been eafy and gentle to all fince 
my coming to this government, fo I have 
had a more peculiar tendernefs to your peo~ 
ple, having {et above a hundred thoufand of 
them at liberty, and paid the charge of their 
ranfoms out of my own coffers. Some of 
them I have made ufe of in my army, others, 
as I found them difcreet and trufty, I have 
entertain’d about my perfon, and in the 
court, reckoning .upon it, that I can do no- 
thing more acceptable to God, than good 
offices to others for his fake, to whom I owe 
my government and being; wherefore out 
of a defire to oblige the Jews all over the 
world, to the uttermoft of my power, I 
have propofed to myfelf the turning the 
books of your law into Greck, and to give 
the tran{lation a proper place in my own li- 
brary. In order to the compaffing of this 
defign, I fhall repute it as a great favour if 
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‘ to attend your pleafure, remitting ourfelves 
‘upon the whole matter to your picty and 
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of my trufty and well-beloved friends; whom 
I have charged alfo with a prefent of a The king’s 
hundred talents of filver for you, which I munificence 
fend as an obligation of my firft-fruits, to- fowatd the, 
wards your facrifices and your temple. Write holy temple: 
me back what you pleafe, it fhall be wel-and altar. 


come to me.” 


Uren the receipt of this letter, Eleazar, 


with all the deference and refpect imaginable, 
recurned this following anfwer. 


Eleazar the bigh-prieft to king Ptolemy, greeting. 


F it be well with your moft excellent Eleazar’s ane 
_ Majefty, with your queen Arfinoe, and fwer to Pto- 
with your illuftrious family, ic is fo likewife lemy’s letter. 
with ‘your fervants the Jews. Your moft 
gracious Ictter is come to .our hands, aad 

we have read it in.a full congregation with’ 

infinite joy and affection, as an inftance not 

only of your clemency and good-will) to- 

wards a diftreffed people, but as a token alfo 

of your fingular reverence and piety tor the 

worfhip of the great God. We- have re~’ 


I 


ceived alfo by the fame hands; that isto. 


fay, by the hands of Andreas and Arifteus 
your well-bceloved and learned friends, and 
perfons highly worthy to be efteem’d) twenty 


golden cups, thirty filver ones, five goblets, The particu 


and a table to be confecrated for the feyvice lars of Ptole~ 
of the altar, together with a hundred ta~ (iY * dona- 
lents towards the charge of facrifices, and ~" 
other fervices for the temple; all which we 
have fhewed and reprefented unto our bre~ 
thren, in the moft affectionate terms of gra- 
titude and refpeét ; and we are all fo fentible 

of the generous obligations you have been 
pleafed to lay upon us, thar you may depend, 
upon our readinefs to ferve and obey you 

in all things without referve, to the uttcr- 
moft of our power, in a juft acknowledg- 
ment of your grace and goodnefs. In pur- 
fuance of this fenfe and confcicnce of our 
duty, we have recommended unto God in 

our publick prayers the protection of your 
royal perfon, fifter, and children, together 
with all that love and are dear to you, wifh- 

ing peace and profperity to yourfelf and 
people; and befecching God, that the work 
you have now in hand, of compiling a col- 


* Ic&tion and hiftory of our laws and anti- 


quities, may be of as much fatisfaction and 
advantage to you as your own heart can 
defire, In order to this end I have fent you Six elders out 


fix elders out of every tribe, with the law, of every tribe 
fent to attend 


the king with 
the books of 


© 


youll make choice of fix elders out of cach 
of your feveral tribes, whom you know to 
have the greateft skill and underftanding in 
the laws, and fend them to affift me in this 
tranflation ; for I promife myfelf, if I fucs 
ceed in this undertaking, to gain immortal 
honour by it. The perfons I employ to 
treat with you about this affair, are Andrcas, 
a captain of my guards, and Arifteus, two 
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* Admitting thefe to be Jewihh talents, fifty Mell 
penny weights; and their value in gold amounte 


pounds; bur if Eeyr 
gold amount to one hundred eigh 


aad their value in filver amounted tothirty four choutine 
fing them tobe Egyptian, which feems more probuble, 


and were worth in value twenty two thoufand eight hundred and tw 





ptinn, fifty muft weigh three thoufind cig 
ty two thoufand five hundrec 


An hundred talents, fuppofing them Hebrew, weighed eleven thoufand 
pra i trwo hundred and eighteen pounds, fifteen fillings; but fip- 


“ juftice, thac after the tranfcribing of them, the Jewith 
“ ‘they may be return’d to us fafe by the fame laws. 

“ bearer; recommending your majefty to the 

* providence of the Almighty.”’ 


Turs was the high-pricft’s anfwer to the 
king’s letter, to which were fubjoined, the 
names of the feventy elders that were fent by 
Eleazar upon this occafion, which names I fhall 


ee 
hed five thoufand feven hundred and three pounds, one ounce, ten 
to two hundred feventy three thoufand feven hundred and fifty 


he hundred two pounds, one ounce; and their value in 
pounds tng money, according toCalmet’s tables. 
our hundred and fix pounds, three ounces ; 


feven thoufund fix hundred and four pounds, two ounces, 


elve pounds, ten fhillings, of our aioncy, 
not 
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The golden 
table. 


FLAVIUS 


not need to cnumerate over again in this placc. . 


But for che magnificence and curiolity of the 
donatives and pretents for the tervice of God, 
that parc of the account cannot be pats’d ONCE 
in filence, without great injuitice to the king’s 
honour, piety, and bounty; contidering with 
what liberality and expence he promoted the 
work, the countenance and encouragement 
that he gave to the profecution of 1t, and the 
alfiduity of his care and watchtulncis in over- 
looking rhe workmen, to fee that they ihould 
neither be heedlefs nor idle. Now in thete 
cafes Iam obliged to be more particular, not 
as a branch of the hiftory, but as a memorial 
of the king’s greatnefs of mind, that fhall 
ftand upon record to his everlafting fame; and 
I fhall begin with the defcription of the table. 

As to the dimentions, the king fent his artificers 
to learn out the meafure of the former table at 
Jerufalem, and to fee whether the place would 
not bear a bigger. They brought him word 
that he might make it as big as he pleas’d ; 
whereupon he propofed to himiclf to make 
this five times larger than the other. But con- 
fidering, upon fecond thoughts, that io great 
a bulk might potlibly make it too cumberfome 
and unweildy for daily ufe, and look more like 
a work for oftentation than for fervice, he came 
to a refolution upon the firft fcantling ; and to 
fupply the expence, he fav’d in weight and 
metal, in a charge upon extraordinary work- 
manfhip and beauty. Now the king had a 
wonderfal infight into the nature and reafon of 
things, and fuch a prefence of thoughr, for the 
finding out of expedients and new inventions, 
that it was a common practice with him to 
form his own defigns, and prefcribe to the ve- 
ry workmen themfelves, their precife rules 
and meafures; fo that tor the proportions of 
this table, he order’d it to be two cubits and 
a half long, one over, and one and a half in 
height; all of folid gold, and round about it 
a border of a hand’s breadth, fet out on three 
fides with curious carving of flower works, 
twitted ftrings, and other agreeable figures ; 
which being triangular, were likewife fo equal 
and jutt, that turn ic which way you would, 
(as it was cafily tranfpos’d,) the profpect would 
be ftill the fame. ‘This table, in fine, was de- 
licately wroughe all over, but that part of it 
efpecially that was moft in fight; with an in- 
termixcturce of precious ftones loop’d together 
by golden buckles, to the ttring-work beforc- 
mentioned, at equal dittances onc from another. 
The outfide of it was fet with other rich ftones 
of an oval cut, and an cmbofs’d work of twigs 
and branches creeping round the table. There 
were alfo feveral forts of fruits wrought toge- 
ther under the figure of a crown, as bunches 
of grapes, ¢ars of corn, pomegranates, &c, all 
in their proper and natural pofition, and ex- 
prefs’d by ftonce fet in gold, bearing the na- 
tive colour of what they reprefentcd. Under 
this crown was another row of ovals; which, 
tor the matter, the order, and ornament, was 
fo like the former, and fo exaétly uniform 
from top to bottom, that there was no diftin- 
guifhing one part from the other. Under the 
table from fide to fide, there pafs’d a golden 
plate of four fingers breadth; and into this 
plate the feer were fatten’d with fprings and 
hooks to keep them firm and fteady, by bind- 
ing che cover and the frame together. “There 
was drawn alfo upon this table the refemblanee 
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of a meander, the courfe of it mark’d out 




















kind. 
Pieces of fculpcure in bows and knots, that had 








Book XII 


with ftones of luftre and value, fparkling like 
fo many ftars; as rubies, emcralds, and what- 
ever clfe was moft precious or excellent in the 
Along this meander there were divers 


fomewhat in them of the figure of a lozenge; 
and they were fo embellith’d by an orderly 
difpotition of cryftal and amber, for the ad- 
vantage of the view, that it made, all toge- 
ther, one of the moft agreeable {pectacles ima- 
ginable. The cornifhes of the feet had the 
refemblance of a lilly work; the ftem upright, 
with the leaves and tendrils winding under 
the table. The bafis was a hand’s breadth 
over, garnifh’d wich rubies, and a border 
round about it, and two hands diftance betwixt 
the feet that reited upon it. The graving 
work of thefe feet was incomparable, being 
the fancy of a foliage of the vine and the ivy, 
render’d fo exquifitely to the life, (with grapes, 
berries, and all,) that ic was hard to fay which 
was which; but upon the leaft breath of air, 
the leaves would move and play, as if it had 
been the work of nature rather than of art. 
This table conlifted of three parts, which 
were fo artificially put together, chat there 
were no joints to be difcern’d, or fo much as 
to be imagin’d where they met, and the thick~ 
nefs of ir was half a cubit. This great prince 
gave to underftand by the magnificence of his’ 
prefent, in the ineftimable value of the mate- 
rials, and the exquifite curiofity and perfection 
of the whole work, that what he abated of 
his firft project in fize and proportion, was 
abundantly fupplied by a moft munificent ex- 
pence in art and ornament. 

Tuere was alfo a pair of large golden 
cups, wrought half way i the bow], icallop~ 
wife, and inlaid with all forts of precious 
ftones, orderly ranged into the refemblance of 
a meander of a cubit over, with delicate fi- 
gures of twigs and creepers, branching out 
into a kind of net-work up to the brim, and 
interlaced with feveral compartiments in form 
of a lozenge, about four fingers broad, and 
adorned with ftones of valuc, as before; the 
borders were alfo fet out with an intermixture of 
lillies, flowers, vines, grapes, and the like, 
round the lips of the veflel. This was the 
form of finifhing of thefe goblets; and for 
the contents, they held a matter of three or 
four gallons a-piece; and then for the filver 
picces, they were fo glorious and radiant, that 
no cryftal mirror was comparable to them. 

Tue king, after all this, furnithed yet thirty The king's 
golden vefiels morc, richly fer ont, and adorned additional 
up and down with precious ftones, and over= bountics 
fhadowed in the intervals with vine and ivy 
leaves in curious fculpture. Neither was the 
excellency of thefe miraculous pieces to be 
wholly aicribed to the defign and maftery of 
the artificer ; but the king himfelf took a kind 
of glory in contributing cvery way to the per= 
fection of the work, making it a great part of 
his care and. bulinefs, to vilit the fhops, and. 
fuperintend the mafters themfelvcs, in the ex- 
ecution of their charge and profeflion, which 
made them much more induftrious and intent, 
when they faw the king himfelf had a more 
than ordinary regard and concern for the well 
doing of every thing, than they would have 
been otherwife. 


Upon 








Chap. 1. 


Upon the 
recvipt and 
dedication of 
the king's do- 
natives, hts moe 
commiffioners and acknowledgment, and fo difmifs’d them 


arehonoura~ with good wifhes and prefents, to returh to 
bly tami’a. tHcir mafter. ‘The king had no fooner heard 
C of their arrival at Alexandria, and that they 
had brought the feventy elders along with 

» them, but he fent inftantly for his two ambaf- 

fadors, Andreas and Arifteus, from whom he 

receiv’d Eleazar’s letter, and particular farif- 


faction to many queftions by-the-by. His. 


mind was fo bent upon an immediate confe- 
rence with the feventy perfons that were fent 


over to him to interpret the laws, that no: 


creature had accefs to him upon any particular 
bufinefs, though contrary to his cuftom of giving 
private audience once in five days, and pub- 


lick once a month. Having thus fecured him-: 


{elf from the-importunity of any of thofe ca- 


fual interruptions, he only waited the coming, 
of Eleazar’s agents, who attended him foon 


Eleazar at- 
rendsthe king 


Sith prefents after with prefents from the high-pricft, and 


and parch- with certain manufcripts of the Jewifh laws 
mentmann~ Witten upon parchment in golden letters. 
fone a the Upon the king’s asking for the books, they 
a vl den Were produced, to his great admiration at the 
letters. nicety of the work; for the leaves were fo 
artificially put together, that there was no dif- 
cerning where one skin was join’d to another; 
his majefty Bee fame time telling them, that 
he had a great refpeé&t for the perfons that 
brought him that rarity, a greater yet for him 
that ient it, but the greateft reverence of all 
for the author of thofe laws that were now 
brought and fent him. ‘The deputies and their 
affitants gave the king with one heart and voice 
fuch moving inftances, by their joint prayers 
and acclamations, of the zeal and paflion they 
had for the fervice, that he could not forbear 
weeping at the tendernefs of the refpeét; for 
there are tears of joy, as well as of forrow.: 
‘The writings were then put into the hands of 
the officers that were to have them in charge, 
and the king taking the deputies into his arms, 


told them that he would only in the firft place’ 


{peak a word or two to the bufinefs they came 
about, and after that take their perfons into 
his particular care; for he looked upon the 
day of their arrival, he faid, as fo great a pro- 
vidence to him, that he refolved to have it 
obferved all the days of his life, as_an, anni- 
verfary feftival in memory of the blefling; and 
it fell out luckily in this too, that it happen’d 
to be upon the very day of his naval victory 
The king’s over Antigonus. The king, in fine, told them 
order and 
method of en- them the moft beautiful apartments in his own 
tertaining the > : . ee 
commit palace. ‘The care of entertaining and pro- 
foners, viding for ftrangers was properly Nicanor’s 
province, who'appointed Dorothcus under him 
* In this, as in other cafes, to fee that nothing 
might be wanting. Now the king’s method 
was this, both for the honour and convenicnce 
of ftrangers, that they fhould be all treated 
after the way of their own country; and in- 
structions were accordingly given on the be- 
half of the elders too, that the uncouth novelty 
of things might not difguft them. 


the Antiquities of the JEWs. 


Upon the delivery of thefe donatives, and 
the dedication of them to the ufe and fervice 
of the holy temple at Jerufalem, Eleazar treat- 
ed the king’s commiffioners with all honour 



















that ghey fhould be his guefts, and order’d. 





_ Tue management of this affair was com- 
mitted to Dorotheus, as a perfon well vers’d 
in the fafhions and cuftoms of the Jews. ‘There 
-was in the firft place two feats difpofed of, 
one on the king’s right hand, the other on his 
Icft, by his own order, and with all becoming 
deference to the commiffioncrs. When the 
guefts.had taken their places, the king bad 


.as he had formerly ferv’d their countrymen up= 
on the like occation; fo that the Egyptian 
priefts ‘and officers that ufually did duty at the 
king’s eating time, were all difcharg’d; and 
one of our own deputies and priefts, Elita by 
‘name, was called out by the king himfelf to 
blefs the table, who thereupon ftood up to give 
God thanks; and after the folemnity of a be- 
nedi€tion, upon what they were about to re= 
ceive, and a fervent prayer for:‘the happinefs 
-of the king and his people, to the infinite fa+ 
tisfaction of all that were prefent, the com- 
pany fell cheerfully to the meat that was be« 
torethem. ‘The king.took occafion while they 
were at dinner, to ftart fevcral philofophical 
queftions, curious and diverting enough, and. 
fo to bandy them about from one to another, 
by way of entertainment and difcourfe. The 
fenfé and judgment of the commiffioners was 
fo: grave and pertinent to every point, that the 
king took a wonderiul delight in the conver 


Dorotheus ferve them after the fame manner, | 


fation, and fo they continucd feafting and re-' - 


joicing for the fpace of twelve days. If any 
man has a mind to know the particular points 
that were here in agitation, I fhall only re- 
fer him to a book of Arifteus, exprefly writ 
upon this fubjeét, ‘The excellency of this-con- 
verfation had wonderful effeéts, not only up- 
on the king, but they brought over Menede- 
mus the philofopher alfo to acknowledge an 
over-ruling providence, and to put a final end 
to that controverfy ; the king acknowledging 
himfelf all this while to be fo excecdingly 
cdified by converfing with thefe people, that 
they had perfeéted and inftruéted him in the 
very art of government; fo he ordered them 
a gratification of * three talents a man, and 
they were then conduéted to their lodgings. 
At the end of three days, Demctrius took 
them along with him by a caufeway of feven 
furlongs in length, and a bridge of commu- 
nication betwixt the ifland and the continent, 
and fo advancing from thence northward, fet- 
tled them in a houfe by the fea fide, where 
they might be from noife and difturbance ; the 
retreat, in fine, being very commodious for 
men of thought and contemplation. When 
they were now fo difpofed of, that there was 
nothing more to be defir’d in favour of the 
undertaking, he made it his requeft, that they 
would immediately fall to work upon the in- 
terprctation, and fo God fpceed them in the 
enterprize. ‘Thicy fpared for ncither care nor 
pains, but kept clofe to their ttudies from car- 
ly in the morning till three in the afternoon, 
which was their dinner-time; Dorotheus not 
forgetting, according to the king’s order, to 
fapply them with delicacies from his own ta- 
ble, over and above a plentiful competency of 
provifions at the -king’s ordinary allowance. 
fe was their cuftom to wait upon the king cve- 
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* Thefe, as they were given in Egypt, were, moft probably, Egyptian talents, three of which weighed two 
hundred and twenty cight pounds, one ounce, and ten pennyweights, and in value amounted to fix hundred aud 
eighty four pounds, feven fhillings, and fix pence of eur money, according to Calmet’s tables, 
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ry morning at his levee, and thence to ree 
themfelves to their task again, till wathing 
their hands with feaewater, before they en- 
ter’d upon their butinets. ; i. 
mantle Vis verfion of the law was finithed within 
initia the compafs of feventy two days, and when 
“28° thar was over, Demetrius call’d all the Jews 
together into the place where it was tranflated, 
_dow:, and in the pretence of the interpreters read 
‘ds aud over the book, the whole aflembly unanimoutly 
approving of the interpretation, and extolling 
Demetrius as the occation of the great advan- 
tages they had recciv’d. He detired alfo, that 
it might be read by the eminent men of the 
nation; and after this the high-pricft, the el- 
ders, and the magiltraies of the pcople pro- 
pofed, that fince the tranflation was fo happily 
jinith’d, the authority of it might be ratihed, 
and the texe remain unalterable forever. They. 
were all fo perfeGly of the fame mind, that 
they came to this refolution, that the book 
ant might be fubjected to a further examination 
and revife; and if there-thould be found any 
thing in it of excefs or defect, it might, upon 
mature’ confideration, be rectified ; but that 
upon a further approbation it fhould ftand good 
for ever. 
_Tus king was doubly pleafed, to the higheft 
egree; firtt, for the gaining of his point; and 
tecondly, that is tucceeded fo happily to the 
advantage of the publick. But when he came 
to hear te rcad to him, he was tranfported with 
joy, in the contemplation of the witdom of 
the law-giver, and enter’d into a difcourfe with 
emetrius, that neither any hiftorian nor poet 
dhould ever make mention of thefe incompa- 
rable laws. Demetrius made anfwer, that the 
trame of them being fo maniteftly divine, and 
the matter of them fo venerable, people were 
afraid of meddling with them, efpecially con- 
fidering what judgments had befallen feveral 
people for their temerity of prophaning them , 
as Theopcmpus, taking upon him the part of 
a plugiary in publifhing texts of holy writ as 
woporpess his own invention, was ftruck with a fit-of 
madnefs that held him thirry days; and inthe 
intervals of his phrenzy was confcious of the 
* fin, and asked God forgivencfs for it, having 
revelations alfo in his fleep that it was his au- 
dacious curiolity, in confounding facred things 
with prophane, that brought this diftemper up- 
on him. But, in fine, upon his repentance 
and amendment, he was reftored again to his 
right mind; and fo it fared likewife with 
Theodectes the poct, who was ftruck blind 
“=! upon the intermixing of divine writ with tra- 
""“ gedy; and upon the acknowledgment of his 
jin, reftored to his fight again. 

Tue king, upon the receipt of thefe books 
from Demetrius, blefs’d God and worthipp’d, 
giving a itrict command for the preferving of 
them tafe and entire, defiring che interpreters 
alfo, that he might fee them again as often as 
they could upon a vilic; alluring them, that it 
Jhould curn to their honour as well as to their 
advantage. He was obliged at prefent, he 
{uid, to pare with them; but whenever the 
fhould come hereaftersupon their own aceat, 
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* Two Kevyn talents, for fuch we 
ounce, and thetrvalie jn gold was 

t One adent weighed event 
fix hundied stud fifty pounds, 
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they, dhould nec tail of fuch an acknowledg- 
ment us might become wife men to receive, : 
and a great prince to give. Upon this the king The king 
difmiis’d them with a prctent to cach of them, duinifle, the 
of three rich fuits of raiment, -* two talents frpreters 
aa : me oa with varier 
ot ‘gold, the value of — one ralent in cups, of rich bee 
couches to fit and cat upon;'with prefents alfo fents, ~~ 
tor the. high-pricit, of ten. beds’ with -filver 
feet, and fuits of furniture belonging to-thems - 
a chalice of thirty + talents;:ten purple robés, 
a glorious crown, and a hundred picces of ‘fine 
linnen,betides cups:and goblets of fevcral forts, 
and two golden veiiels dediéated exprefly-tb 
the fervice of the temple; idefiring the high+ 
prieft by letter, that-if any of thefe-commif- 
fioners fhould have a mind: to come ‘to him 
again at any time hereafter, he fhould give 
them Icave; for he had a high efteem for the 
-converfation of learned men, and could not 
think his favours better beftow’d than upon fuch 
This is the jhort’ hiftory of what 
Philade!]phus did to the honour of the Jews. - 











CHAP. UL 


The kings of Afia alcays very Rind tothe Fews. 
Autiochus the Great iearrics bis daughter Cleo- 
patra to Ptolemy king of Egypt. 


HE Jews were in great eftcem alfo among The Jews 
the kings of Afia, both for their faith muct in fi- 
and skill in military matters; infomuch that vour with the 
Seleucus, firnamed Nicanor, gave them the ner hg 
privileges of freemen in all the cities he built canor grants 
throughout Afia and the Lower Syria; nay, them great 
and in the metropolis of Antioch itfelf too, privileges. 
declaring it to be his will and pleafure, that 
they fhould enjoy the fame rights and-immu- 
nities with the Greeks and Macedonians, which 
was no morc than what they are poffefs’d of 
to this very day. As for example, the Jews 
being interdicted the ufe of forcign oil, the 
Olympick officers who had the ordering of 
that affair, were obliged by the government to 
allow them fo much money in licu of it. .The 
people of Antioch infitted upon the abrogating 
of that cuftom in the following war; but Mu- 
tianus, who was then governor of the province 
of Syria, would not fuffer ic. In the reign 
afterward of Vefpatian, and his fon Titus, the Vefpafian and 
people of Alexandria would have had the Jews his fon Titus 
distranchis’d ; but fuch was the honour and the continue 
juitice of the Romans, and cfpecially of thofe Sete 
two magnanimous princes before-mientioned, Aletandria 
that they could not obtain it; not that they prefs to have 
wanted either pretence or provocation for a them dit 
revenge upon a people that had been Tuch a fanchis't- 
thorn in their fides, by fo troublefome a war, 
and fo obftinate a rebellion; but they look’d 
upon their rights and privileges to be ftill fa- 
cred, and therclore refufed to gratify cither 
their own paflions, or the importunity of two* 
great nations with any vindiétive aét of injuf- 
tice. They laid more weight upon the fenfe 
af their ancient merits, than upon chat of their 
prefene mifdemcanor, and would not do amean 
thing, though in favour of never fo confider- 





fuppofe tobe here meant, weighed an hundred and fifty two pounds, one 
wworth feven thoufand three hundred pounds, Englith money. 
y fix pounds, and ten pennyweights, and its value in gold was worth three ‘thoufand 


i Thirty tenes weighed two thonfind ewo hundred and cighty one pounds, three ounces, and their value in 


Alver amo med to fix thoatind eight hundred 


and forty three pounds, filteen fhillings, of our money. 


able 





Chap. IL. 


able an intercft. As for them, they faid, thar 
had taken up arms againft the Romans, they 
had fuffer’d cnough in all confcience by the 
calamities of the war, without any other for- 
feiturc ;- and to punifh thofe who had not of- 
fended, would be an indignity againft common 


fenfe and juftice. 
We-'read likewife to the fame purpofe of 
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Noes Marcus Agrippa’s good affection to the Jews; 
funds by ‘for when the Jonians, in a feditious animofiry 
them allo | againft thofe people, went open-mouth’d to them 
again the With a remonftrance, that their city being fin-; 
Tonians. 


nen?! ir Gee 


Igy and entirely their own, by the gift ‘of An- 
tiochus, the grandfon of Seleucus; whom the 
Grecians firnamed the God, they defiréd to be 
put in poffeffion of it with fole privileges; cx- 
clutive of all other-people ; defnanding farther, 
that if the Jews thould pretend ‘to’ the fame 
immunities, it might bé upon condition-of their 
worthipping the fame gods. The Jews brought 
Nidlaus of the ‘qucition to an iffue,: Nicolaus of Damaf- 
Damufcus cus being of their-council,. who obtained judg- 
pleads for the ment for them in favour of the -right’ they 
Jenssen St ~ claim’d:to:the free‘exercife and enjoyment of 
ufc their own-laws and cuftoms,; Agrippa pro- 
them. nouncing-upon the-whole matter, that he could 
not agree to any innovation. upon that-point. 
He that would be farther fatisfied in the fe- 
rics of this tranfaction, may read the whole 
The hiftory ftory at large in Nicolaus’s hiftory, B. 123, 
of Nicolaus 124, But not being’at that time in war with 
of Damafcus- the Romans, I do not fo much wonder at 
Agrippa’s judgment in this particular, as Ido 
The jattice at, the generofity and candor of Vefpatian and 
and gencrofi- Titus, whofe very names arc not to be mien- 
oe Vefpa- tion’d but with infinice honour and admira- 
ian and “Tt tion perfons that in all the outrages of a fierce 
ue and a bloody war, could never be tranfported 
beyond the firiicft bounds of humanity and 
moderation. But to go on where [ left off: 
Unnver the reign of Antiochus the Great, 
Afia, Judea, and Cele-Syria, were never at 
reft; for Antiochus being at that time in ac- 
tor Prolemy, CUAL hoftilicy with Philopator Ptolemy, and 
the Jews were his fon Prolemy, firnamed Epiphancs, whether 
ftill futterers. fide focver had the better of it, the Jews be- 
twixt the profperous and adverfe fortune of 
Antiochus, werce-flill fure to be fuffercrs, like 
a veffel in a ftorm at fea, that is bateer’d and 
dafh’d betwixt two billows, as well on the 
one fide as the other; but Antiochus, in the 
Antiochus €"4, prevail’d, and made himfelf mafter of 


makes himrle Judea. : ane ; 
matter of Jue In procefs of time, after the death of Phi- 
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Daring the 
war betwixt 
Antiochus 
and Philopa- 


* 


a Rica lopator, his fon fent a great army into Cele-| “ 

as breaks a4: 

inte Celen Syria, under the command of Scopas, who| “ 

Syria, took feveral of their cities, and reduced Ju-| “ 
ce 


Antiochus .dea by force; but Antiochus a while after 
ae him out obtained a notable victory over Scopas, at the 
ea head of the river Jordan, and recover’d the 
laces in Cele-Syria and Samaria, which Sco- 
Pp D aa ae aie dt 
pas had got pofleflion of before. ‘The Jews, 
upon this fuccefs, render’d themfelves upon 
their own accord, received the army into their 
city, provided plentifully for the elephants, 
and valiantly aflifted in the attack of the caftle, 
where Scopas had left a body of men in gari- 
fon. Antiochus thoughe it but reafonable to 
gratify the Jews with fome honourable ' mark 
of the fenfe. he had.of their good-will and 
fervices upon this occafion, and fo wrote to 
fach of his friends and officers as were wit- 
neflés of the obligations they had Jaid upon 
him; giving to underftand in che faid lectcrs, 
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what manner of requita] he intended to make 
them. 
due place, but I am firft to tell you what Po- 
lybius the Megalopolitan, in the fixtecnth book 
of. his hiftory, 


it in its 


Ycu fhall have the copy of 


fays upon this fubjeét. “¢ Sco- 

pas, fays he, Prolemy’s gencral, made a See Polybius 
winter war with the Jews, broke into the Megalopoli- 
heart of their country, and wholly fubdired “""* 

‘it.’ And then he goes on 4 little after, in 


the fame book, with the ftory of Scopas’s be- 

ing defeated by Antiochus, ovei-running Ba- 

thamea, Samaria; Gadara, and Abila; after 

which the! Jews of Jerufalém, and-of the glo- | 
rious. tempiec there, ‘went over to “him. *¢ I The Jews of 


Jerufalem go 
over to An- 
tiochus. « 


fhould day a‘ great .deal more, fays' he; upoh 
‘this’ text, but I muft put: ir off to“another 
time.” © Thus far wene: Polybiuss--‘but’ 1 


fhall’ now -retarn to my. relation, -takitig the 
_letter of Antiochus in m - 


y way. - ONAL LS Roos Ee 
pen eee 








King Antiochus to Ptolemy, greeting: vt 
Antiochus to 


HEREAS we-have received::feve- Boe 
. ral inftances of the good difpotitions Focaaeuce 
and affections of the Jews toward-us and favour of the 
our fervice, from the time of our firft co- Jews. 
ming into their country, which. they have 
exprefs’d by their pomp and refpect of their 
elders and magiftrates, in attending us in a 
body upon the way, and the fplendid reecp- 
tion of our perfon, and our army: into the 
city, and making fo ample a provifion, both 
for our horfes and elephants, affifting us 
likewife againft the garifon of the Egyptians 
in the cattle: thefe good offices being duly 
confider’d, we reckon ourfelves bound, in 
piety and honour, to beftow upon them fome 
diftinguifhing. marks of our acknowledgment 
and efteem, by contributing towaid the re- 
pairing of their miferable city, and reftoring 
it to its former ftate of reputation and glo- 
ry, by recalling all their countrymen,wherc- 
ever diftrefled, to their former habitations ; 
and in order to the compaffing of thofe ends, 


* we have inthe firft place afligned twenty 


thoufand picces of filver toward the charges 
of their facrifices, wine, oils and frankin« 
cenfe ; and for finc flower, according to the 
cuftom of the placc, one thovfand four 
hundred and fixty meafures of wheat, and 
three hundred feventy five meafures of fale, 
and it is our will and pleafurc, that all this 
may be executed and made good according 
to my order; and then for any thing that 
may be wanting toward the repairing of the 
temple, porch, gallcrics, or whatever clf{c, 
ic ir our will that the timber be fupplicd, 
whether from Judca, Libanus, or clfewherc, 
without any cax or duty; and we do like- 
wife grant the fame immunity for all other 
matcrials, that fhall be made ufe of for the 
holy temple, with permiflion moreover of , 
an univerfal, liberty to live and govern them- 
felves according to their country-laws; and 
we do hereby refpectively difcharge their 
clders,, pricits, feribes, and finging-men, of 
poll-taxes, royal dutics, and of all other 
tributes whatfocver; and for a further cn- 
couragement to the fpecdy re-peopling of 
this city, we do by our royal authority grant 
unto all the prefent inhabitants of the fame, 
and to fuch others as fhall come to refide 
there, at anytime betwixt this and the month 


of Hyperberctaus next enfuing, a total cx- 
‘© emption 
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Book XIE 
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emption {rom all publick impefitions for the 
fpace of three years to come; and fo like- 
wife from that time forward, an abaccment 
of one third part of all taxcs, in confidera- 
tion of their patt damages and fuffcrings. 
And finally, whereas great numbers of thefe 
people have been carrv’d away captive, and 
remain to this day in bondage, we do tar- 
ther command, that they be forthwith fer 
at liberty, with réfticution, in fatistaction 
tor what had been taken from them. And 
fo we bid you heartily farewel.” ; 
Tunis gracious prince did not ttop here nei- 
ther; but iollow’d his generous declaration 
ond e- in favour of the people, with another edict, 
ict of Avtio- which he caus’d to be publith’d all over his 
see rentas dominions, in fubttance as follows: thatis to 
vs, lay, ‘¢ Thatno ftranger thall prefume to enter 
‘ into the temple, bur with the confent of the 
“ Jews, and without being purify’d and qua- 
“ litv'd betorchand tor his admittance, ac- 
cording tothe laws of the country : that no 
© man thall dare to bring into the city, the 
« sleth eirher of horfes or mules, or of affes, 
wild or tame; the fcih of panthers, foxes, 
hares, or of any other creatures that the 
[ows are noc allow’d fo much as to touch, 
nor the skins of any of them; nor to bring 
er teed any of thefe, or any other crea- 
““ curcs in the city, bur fuch as their forefa- 
$, according to Ged’s appointment. made 


of tor tacrinces, upon the penalty of 
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* -» three thoutand drachmas, to be levy’d up- 
* on every cfiender againtt the faid orders, 
* tor the ufe and benciit of the pricits.”? 

Tus king had anceh-r eminent occafion al- 
to give the world a tignal proot of the high 
etizem he had tor us in the mutter of our pic- 


fo 


ty und allegiance, Upon the breaking out of 
2 commotion in Phrygia and Lydia, “Zeuxcs 
at that time commanding an army in the up- 
land provinces, the king prefently order’d this 
general, a perfon tor whom he had a fingular 
refpeét, to fend away from Babylon fuch a 
number of the Jews there, into Phrygia, gi- 
ving him his inttructions in a letter to this ef 
tect : 


The king Aaticck4s to Zeuxes, bis friend and fa- 


ther, frectriur 
thei > SPeeelns. 


F you are well, all is well; for I am fo 
too. Whereas IJ am given to under- 
ftand, that there are feveral perfons who 
5 itrive to raife feditions and make innovati- 
ths. ** ons in Phrygia and Lydia, it ttands me up- 
cn to look well about me betimes; fo that 
T am now to acquaint you that I am advifed 
by my council, and friends, to take two 
thoufand Jewith tamilies out of Babylon and 
Mcfopotamia, and to tranfpore them into 
Phrygia, with their goods and whatever be- 
longs to them, and there to place them for 
« guard in firong holds and garrifons, be- 
ing thoroughly fatisty’d in the knowledge 
l have of their zeal and fidelity ; not only 
_ ifum the principles of their religion, but 
** trem the proof and expericnce of their al- 
legiance to my anceftors. Wherefore, it is 
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“oF a 7 > ; 
Three thoufand drachma’s, reckoning a drachma worth feven pence of our money, 


pound ten fhillings. 


ST sags Sear et 1 
+ Twenty Hebrew talents weighed two thoufand two hundred and eighty one pound, 


livin filver amounted to fiz thoafind eight hundred 


my -pleafure (all difficulties notwithftand- 
ing) that they be forthwith tranfplanted ; 
giving them all affurance, that they fhall 
fill enjoy the freedom of their own laws 
and cuftoms. And upon their arrival there, 
you are to affign them lands and poffeffions, 
with all forts of conveniencies for building, 
planting and tillage ; with an immunity al- 
fo from all taxes and contributions, out of 
the profits tor ten year to come. And in 
the mean while, till they may be able to 
fupport themfelves out of the fruits of their 
own induftry, you are to allow them acom- 
petent provilion of wheat, for the main- 
tenance of themfelyes and thcir familics : 
by which kind ufage they will be encou~ 
raged to aét more chearfully in our fervice. 
You are finally to take care, that they be 
not expofed to any fort of trouble or mo- 
leftation. And fo we bid you farewel.” 


Tus is enough to fhew what efteem Antio- Antiochus 


chus the great had for the Jews : after which, ™4rries Cleo- 
there followed a league of amity and alliarice F 
betwixt this king and Prolemy, upon a mar- 
riage with his daughtcr Cleopatra, who had 
in licu of a portion, Cele-Syria, Phenicia, Ju- 
dea and Samaria. The revenue was in partiti~ 
on betwixt the two kings, and Ict outin farm 
to fome of the principal men in the refpeétive 
provinces, who took care of the collections, 
and fo paid their proportions into the king’s 
treafury, according to the contract. 


atra the 


aughter of 


Prolemy. 


‘Tue Samaritans werc at this time proud and The Samari- 


This coarfe behaviour of Onias, in- 








CHAP. Iv, 


Fofeph, the nephew of Onias, begs bis uncle's 


pardon of Ptolemy, makes his own fortune 
by it, and advances his fon Hyrcanus: The 
death of Fofeph. : 
HERE was once Jofeph, the fon of 'To- 
bias, by the fifter of Onias the high-priett, 


This Jofeph was a young man, but for his in- 


amounted to eighty feven 


three ounces, and their va- 


and forty three pound fifteen fhillings of our money. 


regrity 


powerlul, and moit particularly ctroublefome tans bitter ¢- 
and vexatious in their inroads upon the J 
carrying feveral of them away captives ; and : 
this ravage was committed chiefly in the time 
of the high-prieft Onias: for after the death 
of Eleazar, his uncle Manafles took the pon- 
tificate ; and after his death, fucceeded Onias, 
the fon of Simon the Juft ; 


« Nemies to the 
mph Ws. 


Manaffes had 
thepontificate 
which Simon was after his ne- 

the brother of Elcazar, as we have faid alrea- phew Ele.- 

dy. This Onias was weak and coyctous, to 
the degree of refuting the king the coftomary 
tribute of --rwenry talents, 
fill made to him, in acknowledgment of a nafles. 
duty. 
cenicd Ptolemy Euergetes the father of Phi- 
lopator to fuch a degree, 
baflador expreily to Jerufalem, with a me- 
nace to demand the payment of it, upon the 
peril of having an army quarter’d upon their 
country at difcretion, 


zar, and Oni- 
as, a weak 

prince, fuc- 
whichhis anceftors ceeded Ma- 


Prolemy me- 


that he fent an em- naces Onias 
by his embaf- 


fador Athe- 

nion, for re- 
fufing to pay 
I and a new plantation him hisannu-~ 
fettled there, it they did not immediately com- ®l tribute. 
ply. This meflage gave the Jews moft terri- 
ble apprehenfions ; but Onias out-faced the dan- 
ger, his heart being only fet upon his moncy, 


ofeph the 
ae of 
Onias. 
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Chap. IV. 


tegrity, prudence and juttice, a perfon of great 
reputation among the Jews. While he was 
one time at Phichola, the place of his birth, 
his mother fent him an account of the meflen- 
ger before fpoken of, and of his bufinefs, who 
went immediately wich an inveétive to Onias 
for fo manifeft an expofure of the publick 
peace ; reproaching him withal, that if he 
could but fave his moncy, he car’d not what 
became of the people, cto whom he ftood in- 
debted for his promotion, both facerdotal and 
civil. But however, if his heart was fo over- 
come with the love of moncy, that he would 
facrifice his country, friends and all, rather 
than part withir, he advifed him at Icait to 
make a dutiful application to the king about 
it, and to try if he could get the whole, or 
jofeph rea- at leaft fome part of it remitted. Onias made 
ions the caf anfwer, that he was not fo fond of his place 
of ee cither in church or itate, bat he could willing- 
ee. tie on ly part with both, if it were permitted him, 
dono good rather than go to the king upon chat errand ; 
npon him. and that tor his part he would not meddle in 
the matter. Why then, fays Jofeph, will 
you give me leave to attend the king upon the 
dame commiffion? Onias told him {with all 
his heart. |] So Jofeph went up to the tem- 
ple, where he called a congregation, and bad 
them chear up their hearts, for he was in hope 
that this failing of his uncle would have no 
further ill confequence ; telling them, that if 
they thought fit, he would wait upon the 
king himfelf in their name, and do the beft 
he could to fer matters right again. The 
whole multitude gave him thanks for the pro- 
pofal, and fo left the bufinefs entirely to his 
foteph courts management, Jofeph, upon this, went his way 
Atenion — prefencly to find out the king’s commiffioner ; 
wi prefents. #24 when he had treated him fplendidly for 
Athenion. f0Me certaindays, and made him rich prefents, 
goes back to he difmifs’d him to his matter again, with an 
to 0 malter, affurance that he himfclf would follow him 
eee very faddenly. Jofeph’s heart was now fet 
vilow him. More and more upon this expedition, being 
not only encouraged and invited to it by the 
king’s meflenger, but fure alfo of the beft fer- 
vice he could do him thcre; who made no 
doubt at all neither, but that upon fuch an ap- 
plication, Jofeph might gain his point. This 
perfon was mightily taken with the good gra- 
ces and addrefs of the young man; and upon 
his return into Egypt, reflecting abundantly 
upon the ingratitude of Onias, he did not 
torget at the fame time, tofpeak the beft things 
in the world of Jofeph, who he faid would 
be there himfelf e’er long, on the behalf of 
the people 3 which office he had now taken 
upon himfelf, to atone for the ill-natur’d la- 
zinefs of his uncle. This minifter, in fine, 
was fo taken up ftill upon the fubject of Jo- 
feph’s character and commendations, that the 
king and his wife Cleopatra were half in love 
While Jo- with him before ever they faw him. Upon 
pao this occafion, Jofeph fent to his friends in Sa- 
ney. «Maria to take up money for his equipage ; 
which in clothes, horfes, carriages, plate, 
H c and other neceflaries, ftood him in a matter 
conic uad of * twenty thoufand drachma’s. H¢ had the 
with a train’ hap, in his way to Alexandria, to fall into com- 
of great per- pany with a train of the princes and nobility 
fons going to : 
treat with the 
‘ing about 
farming his 
Tevenue, 





Athenion 
does Jofeph 
all good offi- 


ces: 


of Englifh money. 
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of Syria and Phenicia, who were at that time 
trooping up to the king to treat with him a- 
bout his revenue, according to a yearly caltom 
they had of putting ic up by the way of out 
cry to the taireft bidder. © Thete great men 
made themfelves merry at the poor pitiful ap- 
pearance of Jofeph and his retinue: but he 
kept on his way ftill, dircctly to Alexandria, 





and being there informed that the king was. 


ftill at Memphis, he profecuted his Journey ; 
and had the good hap to meet him fitting in 
his chariot with the qucen, and his particular 
confident Athenion, in his retarn to Alcxan- 
dria. This Athenion was the perfon that car~ 
ry’d the embafly to Jerufalem, and was fo ho- 
nourably treated by Jofeph there. Jofeph 
was no fooner in his cye, but he gave the king 
to underftand that this was the young man 
whom he had fpoken fo many excellent things 
of, at his coming back from Jcrufalem. Pro- 
lemy upon this, ftopt and faluted him, and 
took him into his chariot; complaining upon 
the firft greeting, how ill he had been us’d by 
Onias. “ Sir (lays Jofeph) an old man is the 
“¢ fecond time a child, and I hope your ma- 
“ jetty will impute nothing to Onias beyond 
“that infirmity; but for the young men that 
“Care in their vigour of ftrength and ander- 
“ ftanding, I dare be anfwerable for it, that 
** you fhall not find any one of us wanting In 
‘¢ his duty.” The king was fo delighted with 
this cafte of Jofeph’s diferction and civility, 
upon this firft interview, that he gave orders 
immediately for the lodging of him in his 
own palace, and entertaining of him at his 
own table; which fingular refpeét gave no 
{mall difguft to the envious Syrian noblemen, 
when they came to fee at Alexandria the ho- 
nour that was done to Jofeph. 

Tue day of auction was now comic on, 
when the feveral branches of the revenue werc 
to be put up, and the nobility of every feveral 
province refpectively to bid tor the purchafe ; 
fo they came to a contract for cight thoufand 
talents upon the dutics out of Celce-Syria, 
Phenicia, Judea and Samaria. Jofeph blam’d 
the contractors, for beating down the com- 
pofition fo much below the value, and pro- 
pounded the doubling of it himfclf, over and 
above the forfeitures, which thefe publicans had 
referved for themfelves. The king was very 
well pleas’d with this propofal for the improve- 
ment of his revenuc, and in favour of the pro- 
pofer himfelf too. But what fecurity can you 
give, fays he, forthe performance of what you 
undertake ; Jofeph pleafantly enough reply’d, 
that he could give him the fecurity of perions 
beyond all exception; and upon the king’s 
bidding him name them, his anfwer was, that 
he doubted not, but his majefty and the queen 
would be bound one to another for his honef- 
ty and juftice. The king, in fine, was fo well 
fatisfy’d with this ingenious way of proceed- 
ing, that he intrufted him with his revenue 
upon his word, without any other fureties. 
This furprizing preference of a ftranger, put 
the reft of the undertakers exccedingly out 
of humour, and out of countenance, to think 
of going back again with fhame and repulfe. 


Hhhh 


The king 
happens to 
meet Jofeéph 
upon the 
Way ; and 
upon Arlie- 
nion’s telling 
him who he 
was, the king 
takes him in- 
to his chariot, 


The king 
blames Oni- 
as: and Jo- 
feph imputes 
it roage and 
infirmity. 


The king 
entertains 
him in his 
own palace. 


Upon the 
bidding for 
the farm, Jo- 
feph offers 
double to the 
refi of the 
contractors. 


The king «- 
grees with 
him witheour 
fecurity. 


* Twenty thoufand drachma’s came to about five hundred and eighty three pounds, fix fhillings, and four pence, 
Joserxus 





Josern, upon being taken into this trait, 
delir'd a guard of two thoufand foldiers to 
fuppert him in the collecting of the duty, in 
cate cf any oppetition; which guard was grant- 


Tht are 3 48 e 
fefph with od him 5 and thereupon having borrow’d fiv 





dentrdof hundred talents of the king’s friends in Alex- 
= 7 gol andria, he went his way into Syria. Upon 
Oe iSheeg his coming to Askalon, and demanding the 
E : king’s tribute there, they did not only retufe 
eG: him the monev, bue affrented him outrage- 


The poeple 
rive againit 
him, and he 
makes twee 
ty of the 
ringleaders 
examples. 


outly wich foul words ; but he prefencly ‘cau- 
{cd his foldicrs to take up twenty of the ring- 
leaders, and infliét exemplary juitice upon 
them; railing a thoufand talents our of cheir 
furtcited cllates, and fent the treafure to the 
king, with a particular acccunt of what had 
been done. The king was fo wonderfully ta- 
ken with the conduct and diferetion of the 
preceeding, that he entrufted him after that 
to do whatever he thought fit. The freth 
example of this feverity upon the people of 
Askalon, wreught fuch an efleét upon the reft 
cf the Syrians elfewhere, thar they fer their 
gates open in all places to Jofeph, and with- 
cut any difficulty, orferuple, paid their taxes. 
The inhabitants of Scythopolis followed the 
precedent alfo of Askalon, in the obitinate re- 
fufal cf chzir cuftomary impoflitions, and in 
,- the contempt of the king’s officers and autho- 
rity ; fo that Jofeph was forced to deal with 
the heads cf the faction there, as he had done 
aess% before with thofe at Askalon ; confifcating 
tirvia theireftaces, and applying the forfeitures to the 
r pa- king's ufe, and the maintenance of the go- 
sa, vernment ; accounting it a point of wifdom to 
fecure what they had got, and to make their 
country maintain ic felf, to fay nothing of 
the many rich prefents that were made by-the~ 
bye, both to the king and to his Pope and 
many more to the king’s well-withers and fa- 
vourites; by which means Jofeph both gained 
friends, and kept them. 

Jescru liv’d in this ftate of profperity for 
“, the ipace of two and twenty ycars, having had 
daignter, by feven fons by cone wite, and another by the 
whom he had daughter of his brother Solymius, whofe name 
Hyresnus. was Hyrcanus, whom he tcok to wife upon this 
occafion. 

TRAVELLING one time in company with 
his brother co Alexandria, to find out fome 
Jew of quality thac might be a match for a 
daughter of his that he cook along with him, 
and was at that tiine marriagceable; as he was 
at fupper with the king, he tell paflionatcly in 
lose wich a beautiful maid that he faw dance 
Hongaf:.n- there for the king’s entertainment. He made 
*-to-bioct his brother bis only confident of the fe- 
Sheers CFC) deliring him chat fince he could not law- 

- fully enjoy her as his wite, (being a ftranger) 
he would do him the good office to bring them 
Bee together privatcly. His brother, promiling 
oe fee that he would do what he could init, drefs’d 
to bette UP hisown daughcer, and at night put her to 
hia. bed to him. Jofeph, who had dronk pretty 

plentifully, pals’d che firft night by a miftake 
with his brother’s daughter, and never found 
the crror. “his abufe was put upon him over 
and over, and the oftner he enjoy’d this con- 
verfation, the more enamour’d he grew of his 






flow Teleph 


oO 





Tofeph Falls 
to love with 
a beaucifry 
WOMAL af 
wile sandrhe 








abs mais 


ro 


FLAVIUS JOSEPHUS of 





Book XIi. 


miftrefs, till at laft he made his moan to his 

brether, that he was afraid he thould never get 

that love out of his heart ; befide that he fear’d 

the king would never agree to make a match Solymiusfing. 
of it. .Asfor that fancy, fays Solymius, trou- ing bin fo 
ble your head no farther 5 for you may lawful- Teo 
ly enjoy the woman you love, and enjoy ker as pf connae 
your wile toc. Solymius contetled the whole cn, tells Jo- 
matter to him; and chat he had rather chofen feph the 

to fuller an aflront in the perfon of this daugh- “Pele ory. 
ter, chan to have his brother guilty of fo: dif- 
honourable afin. Jofeph upon this difcovery, joreph 
extoll’d his brother’s tendernefs and friendfhip thanks bim 
to the skies, and marry’d his daughter 5.. by for his friend. 
whom he had Hyrcanus, as we have taid val- ea 
ready. This fame Hyrcanus, at thirteen years diuehrer 
of age, gave the world fuch-hopes of him, to by whom he 
all the purpofes of generoficy, underttanding, hath Hyrea- 


and good-nature, -that the pregnancy of this Th \ 
youth (being the youngeft of that ftock )i drew Seeuac, 


a mortal envy upon him. from the reft of his and reputati- 
brothers , as having the reputation of an ad- on of Hyr- 
vantage over all the reft. Now Jofeph,. our Gus being 
of a defire to’ make an experiment, which of Grog ect 
his children was the beit inclin’d, fent them makes the” 
one by one to the moft expert matters he could ret hate him 
think of in their feveral profetlions ; but betwixt 
floth and lazinefs, they all came home again 
asignerant as they went out. Jofeph, alter The pru. 
this, fent his youngeft fon Hyrcanus, upon a dence oT 
{even days journcy into a defare with three Herc. 
hundred pair of oxen to plough and fow there, 
having firit privately taken away the lines that 
fhould couple the yoak and the plough toge- 
ther. When he came to the place, and want- 
edhis tackle, he was advis’d by fome husband- 
men to fend home to his father for it ; but he 
was againit lofing fo much time, and therefore 
bethought himfelt of an invention that look’d 
liker the ftratagem of an old beaten foldier. 
than the fhitt ot a child ; that is to fay, he : 
caufed ten yoak of oxen to be kill’d, dividing 
the fiefh among his workmen; and cutting the 
skins into thongs, he tack’d the oxen and their 
gears together ; plough’d up the ground, and’ 
fow’d it as his father had order’d him, and fo 
went home again. Upon: his return, his fa- 
ther kified and embraced him, blefling him- 
felf at his prefence of thought, and the pru- 
dence of his behaviour, and to conlider, that 
fo very a youth fhould have the iteddinefs of 
mind to put fo extraordinary an invention in 
execution. So that Hyrcanus was to his fa- 
ther as if he had been his only fon; bue his 
brothers hated him. 
Anour this time, there was news brought 
to Jofeph that the queen was deliver’d of a 
fon, to the exceeding joy of the princes and 
great men of Syria, who prefently marched 
re in great pomp to Alexandria, to gra- 
tulate the. king and the court upon this blef- 
ling ; only Joteph, by reafon of his age, was 
torced to itay behind. But he had a mind 
however to teel how his fons ftocd affcéted to 
this expedirion ; and upon putting them to the 
quceition, ** one did not underftand the ways 
“ of the court, (he faid) another made a difh- 
“ culcy of thewing himfelf'to the king ;” and fo 
with onc pretence after another, they put it to 


7? Pie burdred talents weighed thinty cight thoufand and twenty pound ten ounces, and their value in filver 
amountet fo one hundred and fourteen thoutand and fixty two pounds ten fhillings, of our money. 


t: The raleots here meant we take ¢ 


9 be the Syrians, one of which weighed fourteen pound three ounces one pan: 


oe and twenty one grains, and fev value in filver amounted to farty two pound, fifteen fhillings, _ and five- 
pence ddfpenny half ferthing 5 a thoufand mutt therefore weigh fourteen choufind nwo hundred: and fi ty -feven 


pound pine ounces fifteen pennyweights, and amoune in value 


three pound cighteen Mhillings and nine pence. 


to forty two thonfand feven hundred and fevenry 


their 
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ofeph fends their father to fend Hyrcanus, on the errand;{ he could, of the charge that was exhibi-~ Prolemy 


Hyrcans “p- which he was very glad to hear, and had him 
nee Mo. Call’d immediately. ‘Son, (fays: Jofeph) 
Jemy to joy‘ what if I fhould fend you now upon a com- 
pimonthe - pliment to the king? could you behave 
birth ae * your felf, do you think, as you ought to 
young Primes. < do 2” Why Sir, fays Hyrcanus, I fhould 
take ic for a great honour to be fo empkoy’d, 
and moft readily obey you. And fays he fur- 
ther, I fhould not put-you to any great ex- 
pence neither; for 1 would manage every 
thing as well as I could, and a matter of ten 
thoufand: drachma’s would do my -bufinefs. 
The father was much delighted with his fon’s 
fobriety.and modcration ; and fo the difcourfe 
ftope for a while, till the fon aftcra little paufe 
broke the filence. ‘ Sir, (fays he) if I durft 
“ be fo free with you, I would propofe it to 
“ you not to fend the king any prefents from 
“ this place ; bat rather to write to your a- 
“gent at Alexandria, to furnifh me where- 
“* withal to buy the richeft, and the moft a- 
“¢ grecable curiofities for prefents for the king, 
“ that are to be had for money.” Jofeph 
reckon’d upon it, that about cen * talents, 
perhaps, mightferve the turn; fo that he com- 
ply’d wich his fon, and gave him letters of 
Jofeph gives credit to Arion his cafh-keepcr at Alexandria, 
him lerters of who had fome + three thoutand talents at that 
credit to Ari- time im his hands; it being Jofcph’s method 
on his agent 31] to remit thither the collections he receiv’d 


« Alexan- 4 : ; 

se in Syria, to be there return’d into the treafu- 
ry upon the precife pay-day ; which Arion was 

Hyreanus —intrufted. to take carc of. Hyrcanus was no 


haftens away fooner difpatch’d, . but away he went to Arion 
toArion, ar Alexandria with his letters; his brothers 
at the fame time being engag’d in a fecret 

practice and defign upon his life. Upon the de- 

livery of his credentials, Arion asked him 

how many talents would ferve his turn 5; com- 

° puting that about ten talents, or fomewhat 
Hyrcanus de- over, might be fufficicent. Hyrcanus told 
mands 1000 him, that he thould have occafion for a # 
a thoufand talents. What, fays Arion, to be 
i f{quander’d away in luxury and profufion ? No 
no, Sir, (fays he) your‘father made his for- 
tune by induftry and good husbandry, and 
you thould do well to tread in his fteps, | In 
ihort, you arc like to have but ten talents of me, 
and | will fec every penny of the moncy laid 
out upon the prefents too. This infolence of 
his, provoked Hyrcanus to put him in chains. 
Now the wife of Arion being much in the 
queen’s favour, carry’d the tidings of this 
adventure prefently to her miftrefs 5 and the 
qucen imparted it to the king, not ‘without 
fomewhat of reproach upon the rafhnefs and 
intemperance of the young man. This com- 
plaint was foon follow’d by a meflage from 
the king to Hyrcanus, giving to underftand, 
that he being fent exprefly by his father to at- 
tend his majefty, he -very much wonder’d that 
he fhould never coine at him; ‘and not only 
at that ncither, but likewife at’his taking up- 
on him to imprifon his father’s agent 5 where. 
fore it was Fis majefty’s command, that he 


Arion expo- 
ftulates rhe 
matter, and 
Hyrcanus 
pus him in 
hans. 


fhould wait upon him, and acquit himfelf, if 


* Ten talents weighed feven hundred and fixty pound 
thaufind two hundred and eight t 
+ ‘Chree thoufand talents weighed two hundred ci 


one pounds five fhillings. 
hteen thoufand, one hundred and twenty five 


: ce ~ fendy for 
C 7 i » 
ed againft him. Hyrcanus defir’d the moe: Fy eae 


fenger to inform the king, that by the Jewith chide him for 
law no man was permitted to cat of the Aicth what he had 
of any thing that was facrificed, who had-not done. 

been firft in the temple, : and offered facrifice. 

himfelf ; which by a parity of reafon was his 

very cafe, for he durft not wait upon his maje~ Hyrcanus ex- 
fty till he had firft prefented the .oblations Sus himfelt 
Which his father had intrufted bim withal, in ™ Prt" 
teftimony of his gratitude and duty; and: for 

the matter of punifhing a fervant for his: dif- 
obedience, he thought, with fubmiffion,: that 

he had great right on his fide ; for'the relation 
is fo near betwixt great mafters and little ones, 
that an ill example in a fubjeét ftretches in the 
confequénce to the king himfelf; for’ where 


the contempt of authority. pafles with impu- i9 fuch a 
nity, the precedent is contagious. ‘The king gives rhe kag 


could not but fmile and wonder at the hearing great fatisfac- 
of this, to find fo great a foul in a perfon of tion. 
fo green years, 
_ Axton percciving by this time that his court- “707 
intereft fail’d him, deliver’d the thoufand ta- EPR oes 
lents that were demanded of him, as a compo- the thoufand 
fition for his liberry. After three days, Hyr- talents; and 
canus went to court to pay his refpcects to the © ae prey 
king and queen; where he had the bonour out fing ne Eres 
of a fingular refpeét they bore to his father, 
to be admitted to their table. While this was 
in agitation, he contracted privately with cer- 
tain merchants for a hundred of the moft beau- 
tiful youths that were to be gotten, ‘at a ta~ 
lent a head, and as many lovely ingenious 
girls at the fame price. Being invited after 
this to the king’s entertainment, together with 
other perfons of the moft eminent quality, 
the officers that had the ordering of the ce=- 
remony in the ranging of the guefts, affigned 
Hyrcanus, being but a youth, the lowcft place Hyrcanus be- 
at the table. When the reft of the company !0§ treated 
had fill’d their bellies with the flefh, they oe ae 
. * . * KIng s ta~ 
laid their bones together by confent, ina mock-= pie, ° 
ery, before Hyrcanus ; and fet on ‘T'ryphon, a the guefts 
jefting buffoon that the king took pleafure to &tUryphon, 
make fport with ; who in his buffooning way } mens 
defir’d the king to take notice what a’ heap ee fort: 
of bones Hyrcanus had before him. Juft_fo, with him. 
fays he, has the father pick’d the bones of all 
Syria, as the fon has ferv’d thofe bones that 
are now before him. ‘The king could not but 
{mile at the drollery of the conccit, and ask- 
ed Hyrcanus how he came to have. fuch a 
pile of boncs before him. Oh Sir, fays he, Hyreanus’s 
there’s no wonder in it at all; for the dogs ‘harp and in- 
devour flefh, and bones and all, pointing with Beene wey 
his eye to thofe that had none before them she Bledel. 
but men, fays he, fuch as Tam, when they 
have cat the flefh, throw away the bones as 
Ido. ‘The king found him fo facetious, that 
he not only applauded him himfelf, but re- 
commended him alfo to the refpeét and kind- 
nefs of the company. 
Hyrcanus made his court upon the day 
following to the king’s friends, and the great 
men about him; where he artfully pump’d 
out of the fervants what prefents their matters 


Arion at laft 


five ounces, and their value in filyer amounted to two 


pounds, and 


their value in filver amounted to fix hundred eighty four thoufand three hundred and feventy five pounds, Léng- 


lith money, 


, y d : : : © 
4 A thonfand talents weighed feventy fix thoufand and forty one pounds cight ounces, and their value in filver 


amounted to two hundred twenty eight thoufand, one hundred and twenty five ponndy, of our money. 
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intended to compliment the king withal, upon 
the birch of the prince. So onc faid, * twelve 
talents, perhaps; another more or lets, accord- 
ing to their ability; femme, in fine, onc thing, 
fome another; Hyrcanus feeming uneaty all 
this while, upon a pretence, that he could not 
come up to their proportion; for -f five tan 
lents, he faid, was all that he was able to ad- 
vance. Thefe fervants told their maiters what 
pals’d beewixt them and Hyrcanus, who were 
not a little pleafed to think how the narrow- 
nefs of the young’s man prefent would lefien 
him in the eiteem of the king. But when it 
came to appear upon the day appointed for the 
folemnity of making their oblations, that + 
twenty talents was the moft that was given by 
any man, Hyrcanus only excepted, whofe pre- 
fence was a hundred boys, and a hundred girls; 
the former for the king, the other for the 
queen; and with every one of them |} a ta- 
lent for asother prefent over and above. This 
was fo exceffive and fo unexpected a munifi- 
cence, that the king himfelf and all his fricnds 
were in admiration at it; befide che gratuity 
of divers talents more, that were diftributed 
among the king’s minitters and officers, for 
fear ot the worlt; Hyreanus’s brothers having 
employed their uctermoit intereit with them to 
get him dettroy’d. The king was fo tenderly 
tenlible of the greatnels of the young man’s 
mind, and the graccful way of exprelling ir, 
that he bad him ask what he would, and he 
fhould have it; of which generous offer he 
ma:ic no other ufe, than to d-fire his majcfty’s 
letters of recommendation back again to his 
father and brethren; fo the king took an ho- 
nourable leave of him, prefinted him like a 
oe ree prince; and with recommendarory letters tc 
tk: kine His father and brothers, and to his own officers 
grants,and fo and governors, he gave him his difcharge. 
with honour- Buc when his brothers came to underftand how 
able preferts magnificently the king and queen had recciv’d 
ditmules him. him, and the cfteem they had of him, and 
thac his reputation was now much greater at 
his return than it was before this expedition, 
they laid cheir heads together how they might 
lay an ambufh for him upon the road, intercept 
and deftroy him ; and this not altogether 
withouc their father’s privity neither, who was 
fo highly difgufted ac his cxcravagant expence 
upon the late prefents, that he did not much 
care what became of him, though he was 
forced, however, to diflemble the matter for 
fear ot the king. It came to this iflue in the 
conclufion, that the brothers met, and affaulted 
him upon the way; and attcr a rcfolute refif- 
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sortted, . : 

ae tance on his part, loft a confiderable number 
of the train; two of the brotherhood kill’d 
upon the place, and the reft made the beft 
thift chey could to get back again to their fa- 

Hyrcanas ther at Jerufalem. Hyrcanus kept on his way 

keepson hin + + eee < ’ 

way to Jeru- into the Se but finding that no body own’d 

fatem. him there, he crofs’d the river Jordan for his 


own fecurity, where he fpent che remainder 
of his lite in gathering the king’s duties from 
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the Barbarians. ‘his was in the days of Se- 

leucus the king of Afia, otherwife called So- 

ter, or the Saviour, the fon of Antiochus the 

Great, Aboutthe fame time died Jo’eph, the The death of 
tachcr of Hyrcanus, a man of great piety and Joleans his 
refulurion, and a perfon that highly contri- peat Ae 
buted to the relict and well-being of the m 
Jews in all their diftretles. He executed a: 
commiffion of receiver of all publick duties in, 

Syria, Phenicia, and Samaria, for the {pace of 

two and twenty years. His uncle Onias dicd Onias dies, 
alfo about the fame time, and his fon Simon pusmaviee 
fucceeded him to the prictthood; and he go-j, the pontiée 
ing off too, his fon Onias fuccecded him, to cate. 
whom Arius king of the Lacedemonians feut 

an embafly in the terms following. 











CHAP. V. 


Arius king of Lacedemon claims kindred of the 
Fews, and writes to Onias the high-prieft, about 
an alliance. The Lacedeimonians derive from 
Abrabam. Hyrcanus builds a glorious caftle 
by the name of Tyre. He lays violent baads 
upon bimfelf. 


Arius king of the Lacedemoniaas to. Ouias, health. 


ie HEREAS tthere is come to our 

fs hand an ancient manufcript, ferting 

* forth the near affinity betwixt our anceftors 

“* and yours, and the relation we have to the 

** line of Abrabam, it is but reafonable for 

~ brethren fo nearly allied to do all good of- 

* fices one toward another. ‘This is therefore 

** co offer you the command of any thing with- 
in our power to ferve you, as we ourfelves 

“¢ fhall take the fame freedom in looking upon 

‘“* your concerns as our own, and joining in 

“ one common intereft. You are to receive e 

“* this letter from our trufty fubjeét and fer- 

“ yant Demoteles, written in a quarto page, 

*¢ and feal’d with the figure of an cagle hold- 

** ing a dragon in her talons.” This was the 

purport of the letter. 

Arrer the death of Jofeph, the pcople Allin muting 
broke out into mutinies and feditions, upon the and fedition 
quarrel of the fons that he had left behind him, ar a 
the elder brothers making war upon the young= ieph oar 
er; the greatcr pare of the people appearing 
alfo in favour of the former; and among the 
reft, Simon the high-pricit, upon the account 
of his relation. Hyrcanus did not think fit Hyrcanus 
to return to Jerufalem, but however kept him- keeps beyond 
fclf fill beyond Jordan, where he maintain’d pony for 
a perpetual war with the Arabians, killing Vn 
great numbers of them, and carrying others 7 
into captivity, He caufed to be ercéted there A defeription 
a marvellous ftrong caftle, the walls from the of # wonder- 
bottom to the top all of white ftone, with fi- {il caille thst 
gures upon them of feveral forts of creatures, tuile by the 
of an extraordinary fize and proportion. his name of Tyre, 
building was cncompalled with a deep ditch, 
or moat, and vaults cut out through a moun- 


Arius king of 
Lacedemon 
to the high- 
prieft Onias. 


* "Tis not an cafy matter to determine here what talents are meant, but fuppofing them to be Egyptian, twelve 
weighed nine hundred and twelve pounds, three ounces, and in value amounted to two thoufand feven hundred 


and thirty feven pounds, ten fhillings. 


} Five weighed three hundred and cighry pounds, two ounces, 
to eleven hundred and forty pounds, twelve fhillings, and fix pence 
“hundred and twenty pounds, ten ounces, and in value amounted to four thoufand five 


+ ‘Twenty weighed fifteen 
hundred and fixry two pounds, ten hillings. 


and ten pennyweights, and in value amounted 


|| Two hundred talents weighed fifteen thoufand two hundred and eight pounds, four ounces, and in value 
‘amounted to forty five thoufand fix hundred and twenty five pounds of our money ; but if Syrian talents are here 
Meant, the umount of cach of them refpeétively would Gull fhort above one quarter. 
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Egypt, partly out of an ambition to make him- 

felt matter of the country, and partly encou- 

rag’d by the weaknefs and inability of Ptole- 

my’s fons, to manage fuch a war; fo that he 

advanced with a mighty army to Pelufium, 

where he flily circumventcd Philometor by 

craft, and got footing in Egypt; advancing 

from thence to Memphis, and other neighbour» 

ing places, which he reduced likewife; and 

fo to Alexandria, with a defign to reduce at 

once both the king and the city ; but upon the 
peremptory command of the Romans, to with- The Romans 
draw his army immediately, upon his utmoft ¢ommandhim 
peril, he gave over his defign, and quitted Ss 
what he had taken, as we have faid heretofore 3 he Gare what 
but in regard that we have only touch’d upon he had taken. 
this fubjeét in our former writings, it will be 

now neceflary to handle the hiftory of this 

king more at large, and in particular to report 

the manner of his taking Jerufalem and thé 

temple : 
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tain juit oppofite to ir, of feveral furlongs in 
length, and only broad cnough at the mouth 
for one man to enter at a time, which they 
did both for fear and fecurity. There were 
alfo in this caftle fair cating-rooms, and places 
for entertainment and lodging ; variety of 
fountains up and down, both for pleafure and 
for ornament ; large courts, ftatcly buildings, 
lovely and fpacious gardens; and to this place 
thus perfeéted .he gave the name of ‘Tyre, 
which lies upon the borders of Arabia and 
Judea beyond Jordan, and not far from the 
country of the Effebonites. Hyrcanus held 

Selcucus dies, this government for the fpace of feven years 5 

and Antio- — that is to fay, for the whole time that Seleu- 

chus fucceeds cus reign’d in Syria. After his death his 
mat Diceneh: ROE Aue fuccecded him, cee 

king Called Epiphanes, and then died Ptolemy alfo, 
edie king of Egypt, who was likewife called Epi- 
andieaves be- phanes. This Peolemy left two fons behind 
hee him {¥° him, both of them minors; the name of the 
metor and elder was Philomctor, and the name of the 

Phyfcon. other Phyfcon. Antiochus was at that time 

Hyrcanus lays yery {trong and powerful; infomuch, that Hyr- 

baer canus, for fear of being call’d to an account 

spon um"<™ for his inroads upon the Arabians, laid violent 
hands upon himfelf, and Antiochus took pof- 
feffion of all his goods and eftate. 



































CHAP. VIL, 


Ferufalem betray’d to Antiochus. The temple vi- 
fled, the city levell’d, and the worfbip of God 
forbidden upon pain of death and torments. A 
great many Fews turn idolaters.. The Sama- 
vitans dedicate the temple at Garizin to Jupiter. 


NTIOCHUS, at his return from Antiochus ~ 

Egypt, when he was frighted away by takes Jerufa- 
the menaces of the Romans, marched with oe: Y Saks 
his army outright to Jerufalem, and enter’d the jr, “aid lays it 








CHAP. VL 


Onias, otherwife Adenelaus, is excluded from the 
pontificate. He betakes hinfelf to Antiochus, 


and apoftatizes from his religion. Antiochus 
watte. ‘ 





makes @ furious inroad into Egypt, but the Ro- 
mans force him back again, 


NIAS the high-prieft dying about this 


city in the hundred and forty third year, from 
the time that the kingdom of Syria fell into 


the family of Seleucus. He made himfelf 


mafter of it without any fort of difficulty ; for 


Antiochus 
upon the time, Antiochus Epiphancs advanced his | the gates were fet open to him, by the trea= 
death of Oni- brother Jefus to the pontificate, in the mino-| chery of a party he had made in the town, 


as advances . : 1.2 
Jes tothe Jty of a fon he had then living, of whom we 


igh-priet- fhall fpeak hereafter. This Jcfus fell under 
hood, under the king’s dilpleafure, who depofed him from 
- ciate the pontificate, and transferred it afterward to 
Jaton, who 18 Onias the younger brother. Now thefe were 
depofed, and : 

thedignity the three fons of Simon, and they all came to 
transferr’d to the dignity, as we have already fet forth ; but 
re younger Jefus chofe rather to take upon himfclf the 
Ne name of Jafon, as the other changed his 
Onias, under : ? 7 a 

the name of ame for Menelaus. In this confufion of chop- 
Menclaus. ping and changing, one brother advanc’d a 
qua fictions ; fagtion againft the othcr, and the people di- 
ie fons of vided upon it. ‘The fons of Tobias fided with 


where he exercifed great cruelty, and put a 
great many people to the fword, without dif- 
tinction of friend or foe; pillag’d the city, 
and carried the treafure away to Antioch. 


‘Tuis calamity happen’d in the fecond year The time 


after the taking of the city, 


in the hundred when this ca- 


and forty fifth year from the firft Scleucus, eee HART 


the twenty fifth day of the month, which we 
call Chaflcu, the Macedonians Appclleus, and 
in the hundred and fifty third olympiad. In 
the licence of this outrage they did not {pare 
fo much as thofe who quietly open’d the gates 
to them, only for the greater liberty of break- 


ae the new high-prieft Menelaus; but the greatcr| ing in upon the riches of the temple, where 
laus, and the part of the multitude joined interefts with Ja-| the fpoil was fo confiderable, that the very The fpoil, to 
multitude, fon, and fo much overpower’d the other, that] value, they thought, might in fome degree anincredible 
me Jette Menclaus and the fons of Tobias withdrew to| atone for the treachery. ‘The temple, in fhort, Y"U* 
Tohik te. Antioch, declaring themfelves that they would | was wholly ftripp’d and rifled, all the holy 

veflels sol. utenfils taken away, the golden 


nounces the no longer be ticd up to their country’s laws 


candlefticks, the golden altar, and the table 


Jewih reli- and inftitutions, but go over to the religion of . 
ae aa their king, and the Greek way of worfhip; | of fhew-bread, as they call’d it, among the 
‘ defiring liberty to creét a kind of academy, or| reft. The curtains, and the embroidery of 


place for publick cxercifes in eee Upon 
the obtaining of this licence, they order’d their 
bodies fo, that even naked, there was no yifi- 
ble difference betwixt them and the Greeks, 
at the fame time cafting off all regard ro the 
1 laws and cultoms, and betaking them- 
Antiochus delves co the ways and manners of other na- 
breaks into tions. ; 
wees lees Anrrocuvs finding himfelf at this time fo 
and marches Cafy at home, and his people fo well fertled, 
egaintt Alex. had a great mind to try an expedition into 
audrin, 


filk and fine linnen; nay, the very hiding~ 
places, where they conceal’d an immenfe mafs 
of treafurc, were all laid one and expos’d, 
and not fo much as any relicks left of this 
prodigious wealth; and further to confum- 
mate the mifery of thefe poor people, their 
daily facrifices were forbidden, the city !c- 
vell’d with the ground, the inhabitants partly 


kill’d, partly carried aWay captives, together - 


with their wives and children, to the number 
of ten thoufand ; their walls demolifh’d, and 
iii . 


their 


of 
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their itacely edifices confumr’d by fire. He 
erected a cower in the city that overlook’d 
and commanded the temple icfelf; and when 
he had fupplied and tortiacd the place, put 3 
tirone warifon of Macedonians into it, but not 
without a mixture of cxccrable and apoftarc 
Jews, that were as mzlicious as the very worlt 
of their enemies. He raifed an alear in the 
temple, and facrificed hogs upon it, ina moft 
fpiretul contradiction to the laws and confti- 
tutions of the Jews. He forced all people to 
extremitics, who would not renounce the true 
God, and worthip his idols; and fo in all 


our original trom the Sidonians, as we can 

make appear by records extant to this day + 

May ic cheretore pleafe your majcity, out of They re. 
your clemency and goodncis, to grant 1uch noance the 
order to Apollonius our governor, and to Jom and 
Nicanor his deputy, in favour of your pcti- ene 
tioners, that they may not be any further thatthe tem. - 
moleficd for the futarc, upon the fufpicion ple of Garizin 
of any correfpondency or confederacy with may be 

the Jews, to whom we are as much flrangers: 2oceor ie 
in our manners, «as in our extraction; and cemple of Tas 
we do further pray, that the temple which piter of 
hath ftood hitherto without any dedication Greece. 


other cities and rowns, he built temples and 
altars for the daily facrifice of {wines fleth. 
He made it grievoufly penal for any of the 


at all, may from this time forward be cal- 
led the Temple of Jupiter of Greece, to the 
end that when we fhall live in more fecu- 


{ews to circumcife their children, kceping of- 
Heers and intormers itill at hand, cither to 
profecute them upon the violation of his edicts, 
er to extort from them an obedience by tcrror 
or force; and fo it was in fine, that the greater 
part of the Jews, cither of their own accord, 
crout of fear of punifhment, complied wich 
the kiag’s orders, though there were others 
again fo brave and gencrous, as to ftand firm 
ugainit all trials of torment and death itfelt, 
rather than depart from the religion and laws 
ot their country; having their bodies cut and 
torn with whips, and then crucified alive, with 
their wives, and fo many of their children as 
were circumcis’d, hanging about their necks 
according to the king’s order. The holy fcrip- 
tures were deftroyed alfo wherever they were 
found; and ic was made death fo much as to 
entertain chem. 

Tue Samaritans, conformable to the cha- 
racter we have betore given of them, when 
“ they tound the Jews reduced to fo miferable 
a ftate of diftrefs, tor fear of being brought to 
bear a fhare in their calamities, immediately 
Gifclaimed all kindred with them, difowning 
the temple of Garizin for the temple of God, 
and alledging themfelves to be of the race (as 
indeed they werc) of the Medes‘and Perfians. 
'To enforce the belief of which, and in order 
to take off the danger apprehended upon this 
occafion, they fent a folemn embafly and ad- 
drefs to Antiochus, in thefe terms: 


rity and freedom, as to the government of 
our own private aflairs, we may the better 
attend thofe duties in the advancement of 
your fervice and revenue.” In aniwer to 
this requeft of the Samaritans, the king wrote 
back as tollows: 






King Antiochus to Nicanor. 


o E AVIN G receiv’d a petition {rem the Antiochus to 

: Sidonians at Sichem, which we have Nicanor, in 
here annexed to this letter, this is to let favour of the 

you underftand, that it appeareth unto us, Sidonians. 

and to our council, upon the information ot 

the bearers thereof, that the Sidonians are 

no way guilty of the crimes charged upon 

the Jews; but on the contrary, that they 

govern themfelves according to the way and | 

tafhion of the Greeks; wherefore it 1s our 

will and pleafure that they receive no fur- 

ther trouble about this matter; and as to 

what concerns the temple, it is our will 

likewife, that from this time forward it may 

be known and diftinguifh’d by the name of 

the Temple of Jupiter of Greece. We have 

written to the tame clicét alfo to our gover-= 

nor Apollonius. Dated in the year forty fix, 

and the eleventh day of the month of Elc- 

catombzon.”’ 














CHAP. VIII. 
Matthias and his fons kill the meffengers that 
scould force them toa falfe worfhip. His dy- 
ing [pecch. . 


To the. king Antiochus Epiphancs, the illuftrious 
ged, the humble petition of the Sidonians, in- 
habitants of Sickem, fheweth, 


The Mehe- 


HAT the forefathers of your pcti- 
tioners lying under the affli€tion of 

many and gricvous plagues in their own 
-country, were partly: wrought upon by that 
calamity, and In part prevail’d upon by the 
fuperitition of an ancient cuftom, to join in 
' the religious obfervance of a certain fettival, 
which ne ewe call the fabbath, and in thc 
erecting of a temple upon the mountain Ga- 
rizin, where facrifices ‘were -oflered to a God 
without a name. Now: fince itis fo, that 
your majefty hath been pleafed to inflict a 
punifhment upon.this wicked people, fuitable 
to the heinoufnefs of their ditences, and to 
appoint officers, who upon a fuppofition that 
we werc all of the fame ftock, are thereby 
induced to involve your petitioners with the 
Jews in the fame crime; whereas we derive 


ratte ence ee rere 


Mites peur 10n HERE lived at this time in Modim, a _ Maccab. ii. 
ty Ansiocies village of Judea, onc * Matthias, a pricft 1. 
of the family of foarib, anda native of Je- 
rufalem. This Matthias was the + fon of John, 
the fon of Simon, and Simon the fon of Afmo- 
neus. Matthias had five fons; Joannan, who 
was firnamed Gaddis; Simon, otherwife ‘Thaf-+ 
fi; Judas, who was alfo called Maccabeus ; 
Eleazar, alias Auran; and Jonathan, firname 
Apphus. This Matthias would be every now -pye zeal and 
and then condoling with his fons, upon the dc- refalution of 
lorable ftate of the Jcewith nation, their city Matthias and 
aid defolate, their temple pillag’d and pro~ his five 1 
phan’d, with a thoufand other calamities ; and plait OF cheit 
he would be often faying alfo, how much country, Ver 
morc glorious it would be to fall a facrifice 2--14. 
to the laws and religion of their country, than 


oe 
ee 
«et 


wn 


ee 
c 


o 


ce 














een oe 


* Al. Mattathias. See Drufius’s comments 
t+ Jn the firft book of th 
de Synedriis Hebraorum. 


wy upon the words of the New Teflament, 


c Jewifh wars, chap. i. he calls him the fon of Afmonaus. See: Vorftiu’s differtution 


to 








Chap. Vill. 


to linger out a mifcrable life after this fervile’ 

manner, 
"The king’s Upon the coming of the king’s officers in- 
officers tempt to the village to prefs the execution of their 
Matthias with mafter’s orders, they began with Matthias, as 
pec a perfon of authority, and one who might be 
to worfhip as @ leading example to all the reft, They laid 
he iscom- before him the danger of difobcying, with the 
manded ; but advantages and rewards he fhould recéive up-- 
he pofitively on his compliance; and upon thefe terms. 

















ea ii. charg’d him in the king’s name to worthip as: 
1§--220 he was commanded, which he not only re-’ 
fufed to do, bur told them pofitively. more- 
over, that if every foul within their matter’s 
dominions fhould yield to him in that parti- 
cular, he would never cither fubmic to him 
himfclf, or advife any of his fons to abandon : 
the religion of their country. Matthias ftopt; 
He kills an here; and after a fhort filence, out ftepr aif 
apoftate Jew Jew to facrifice according to the king’s way ;] “ 
inthe very but Matthias and his fons were fo inflam’d--at | “ 


nét of idola- 


trp with the the indignity of this affront, that in'a fury: 


they not only kill’d the Jew, but the king’s: 


“ 


officer that : 
commanded officer Apelies, with all his guard about him, } “ 
the party, as‘ they were forcing the people to that abo- | § 
Ver. 24) 25 minable worfhip. In this heat they overturn’d | “ 


the altar alfo; Matthias calling out with a 
loud voice to the people about him, ‘* As ma- 
“-ny of you, fays he, as have an hearty ‘re- 
‘© gard for the purity of your religion, follow 
** me.” And fo the father and the fons with- 
drew themfelves immediately into the wilder- 
nefs, leaving their goods and their effeéts be- 


Matthias and 
his fons with- 
drew inro the 
wildernefs, 


and multi-- hind them. Soon after this a great part of | “ 
tudes olley the reft, of the people with their wives and | << 
wale Ver. Children, after fo gencrous an exarnple, fled | “ 
ample, er. . 5 . cc 
2-30. into the fame defart, where they made a fhift 

“ce 


to live for fome time in caves.- When this 
came to the ear of the king’s general officers, 
they drew the garifon out of the caftle at Je- 
rufalem, and march’d after the Jews into the 
wildernefs. Upon coming upto them, they 
eflay’d to bring them over firft by good coun- 
fel and fair words, adviling them to bethink 
themfelves, and to take fobercr meafures, with- 
out forcing the foldiers upon the neceffity of a 
military execution: but all this was to no 
purpofe ; and when they faw there was no 
The foldiers good to be done that way, they pitch’d upon 
Hillupon the fabbath-day for an attack upon them; burn- 
them in thelr ing and deftroying them in thcir holes, with- 
upon the fab. OUE any fort of refiftance, and without fo much 
day, and kill a8 {topping the mouths of thcir caves; for fuch 
ahout 1900 of was the reverence they had for the facrednefs 
them without of that day, and for the obfervance of the 
any refiflance, 7 2 ded tl ] it hol 
Ver, 31--38, laws that commanded them to keep it holy, 
that they chofe rather to perifh, than prophane 
it, There were a matter of a thonfand of. 
them, men, women, and children, who were 
thus fuflocated under ground ; but there were’ 
great numbers alfo that made their cfcape, and 
lifted themfelves under the command of Mat- 
Matthias cries thias. But_upon this experiment he preached 
down the another doétrine to them 3 and that in cafe of. 


nA a 
a an 


| re of e 
cee fuch an extremity, they were not to refufe: 
upon that fighting, bue to defend themfclvcs upon the 


‘ky, and cures fabbath, as well as upon another day; for. 
i ae otherwife that f{crple would be their total de- 
» ver. ftruction; when their enemics taking advan- 


to them to this ‘purpofe. 
 (fays he) my life-is: drawing to an end; but 49~° 


“'fore you, without any ftaggering or fhrink- 
Ings Remember what I have told you 3 


‘and do as I have advis’d you. 
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their arms upon the fabbath, in cafe of nccel- 
fity ; and the practice of it has continu’d cvcr 
fince. 
mafter of a confiderable force ; infomuch that Matthias de- 
he deftroy’d their altars, and put all apoftatcs 
to the fword wherever he could come at them; 
appointing children to be circumcis’d, which 
was before forbidden 3 and driving away the the fivord. 
king’s officers that were appointed: to hin~ V- 44+-4% 
der it; having drawn into a body, all that 
had difperfed themfelvyes up and down into 
privacies and hiding-places tor fear .of the e+ 
nemy: ~~ Se * eB 


This great gencral was by this time 


Martrutas having now becn‘a full year in 


this command, felt himfelf feiz’d with a mortal 
ilfneis 5 and calling his fons about him, fpoke Matthias to 


“© My dear fons 
L.am iow to charge ‘you: upon my bieffing, 


before I leave you, that you ftand firm to 
the caufe that your father has aflerted be- 


termoft to fupport the rights and the laws of 


‘your country, and to reftore the order of a 


nation that wants but very little of being 
{wallow’d up in confufion ; have nothing to 
do with thofe, that cither for fear, or for: 
intereft, have betray’d it, Shew yourfelves 
to be fons worthy of fuch a father; and in 
contempt of all force and extremity, carry 
your lives in your hands and deliver them 
up with comfort, if any ocafion fhould re- 
quire it, in defence of your country; com- 
puting with yourfclves, that this is the way 
to preferve you in God’s favour; and that 
in confideration of fo unfhaken a virtue, he 
will in time reftore you to the liberty of 
your former life and manners. ' Our bodies 
*tis truc, are mortal; but great and gene- 


“rous a€tions will make us immortal in our 


memory, and that’s the glory I would have 
you afpire to; that is to fay, the glory of 
making the hiftory of your life famous to 
after ages-by your illuftrious actions. Be. 
fure, inthe firft place, to agree among your~ 
{elves, and in what cafe focver any one of 


“you hath an advantage over the reft, give 


Way to cvery man in the bufincfs of his pro- 
vince and talent. As for example; it be- 
ing Simon’s faculty to make a right judg- 
ment of things, I fhall advife you to pay the 
fame regard to his counfcls as thoic of a 
father ; Maccabeus cxcels in military con- 
duét and bravery ; wherefore chufe him for 
your general, as the beft qualify’d for the 
vindicating of your friends, and for the 
crufhing of your encmics. Do but mind 
your butinefs'; and depend upon it, that all 
men of honourand piety will join with you.” 








CHAP. IX. 


After the deach of Matthias, Judas fuccceded to 


the command of the arnty. 


AATTEHIAS concluded his difcourfe 


Do your ut- , | 
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ftroys rhe 
ido) alrars, 


and puts a- 
poftures to 


The dyin 
fpeech acl 
advice of 


his fons. V. 


to his fons with prayers to God for a The death of 
blefling upon their endeavours, toward the re= Matthias Vi’ 
they fhould meet with no refiftance. The rea- | demption of ‘their countrymen, and the reco= 7% 
fon of this ‘difcourfe was fo clear, that they | very of their ancient ‘tights and privileges. 


were all convinced of the lawfulnefs of ufing | Soon after this he expired, and aN . at 
odin. 






39--fT, > beat : 
oe tage of that fuperttition, would be fure ftill to | 
attack them at a time when they were certain 


‘ 
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Modim. Atter his funeral obfequics, accord- 

ing to the torms ot decency and honour, wcrc 
Histon Jadas well over, Judas, ocherwite called Maccabe- 
us, had the publick adminiftration put Into his 
hands; which was in the year one hundred 
torty fix, reckoning trom Scleucus the firtt 5 
and he was fo well feconded by his brothers, 
that he clear’d che country of the enemy, put 
all rencgadoes to the {word, and purged the 
land from all the abominable pollutions that 
had been practis’d there. 


RS 
a 
CHAP. &. 


fucceeds to 
his com- 
raand. 

1 Macecab. in. 
ft. 


Fadas Maceabeus defeats Apollonius, the gover- 


werer of Sanitria, and kills bint band to hand. 
Nerua, upon this, iiarches againft Fudas, He 
Liacell fails tn the action, aad bis arnmiy is to- 


+ , 
DB y relied 





H E news of this turn of affairs upon the 
7 progrets of Judas, induced Apollonius, 
i the governour of Samaria, to advance with 
him bis army againit Judas; who, without any 
Laci Vot., lets of time, met him half way, fought and 
1 routed him, kill’’d a great number of his 






peepic upon the place, and Apollonius himfelt 
\ difarming him with his own hand, 


for cone; 


and carrying of his fword in triumph. 


He 


had alfo the fpoil of the camp, a booty of 


prodigious value. 


Tue tidings of this defeat, and of the vaft 
eniurcements that came threnging in to Jue 


das, upon che fuccefs (even to the degree of a 
centideradle army) gave Scron the governour 
ct Cale-Syria to underitand, that it was high 
time to Jouk about him; fo that he took up a 
refolution immediately to puth ic to a battle, 
reckoning himifelf bound, even upon a point 
cf truit and confidence. to chaiftife mutincers, 
and bring rebels to obedience. In order to 
this expedition, with what men he had of his 
own, and with the additional iorce of a rab- 
ble of tugicive Jews, he took his march to 
Bethoron, a village of Judea, where he pitch’d 


his camp; whereupon, Judas put himfelf in 
pofture to encounter him; but finding his fol- 
dicrs out cf humour, if not out of heart; 
whether ic was tor fear of their mighty army, 
cr tor faintnefs upon over-fafting, he made 


them a fhore harangue, that animated them 
with trefh courage and refolution. 
2 


“ but God, thac gives the victory; not mul- 
‘© ticudes of men, bur truft and confidence in 
“° the Almighty. This is no more than we 
“have tound many and many a time experi- 
“* mentally true ia the hittory of our ancef- 
“ters; who wich an inccnfiderable number 
“* cr men, in a rightcous caufc, that is to fay, 
“* in the defence of their religion, laws, li- 
** bertics, wives and children, have put many 
thouiands tonight. Great is truth, in fhorr, 
and the torce of innocence is invincible.” 

With thete words, he led his men on to che 
Jedasgive: battle, where they behaved themfelves like 
battle to Se- heroes ; engag’d Seron, and kill’d him upon 


ae 


ae 


ee a the {pot ; defeating the whole army of the Af 
feet: port'<fyrians. For upon the fall of their general 


PE ere their troops were prefently broken and fcat- 
my Vi3-- ter’d, and every man’s bulinefs was only 
24 to fhiit the beft he could for himfelfi Judas 

had the chace of them as far as the plain 3 
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“ Fellow- 
* f{cluiers, (fays he) itis not the arm of ficth, 


Book XII, 
ibout cight hundred of them were flain in 


the fietd of battle, and the reit made their ci- 
cape toward the fea-lide, 











CHAP. XI. 


Yudas Maccabeus encotuters Antiochus with a 
mighty army, aad defeats bin. He cuts off frve 
thoujand of another arity under Lyfias, puripes 
the temple, fets the country right, and foreturus 
to Ferafalenm. 


“WT HESE difafters, one upon the neck of 
Td another, forced Antiochus upon the ne- Antiochus 
celity of an cxtraordinary levy; infomuch, makes {tron 

: . - 4) preparations 
thac what with his own people, and with tor the next 
Greck mercenaries that he took into pay, he campaign. 
gota mighty army together in a ihoir time, V- 27, 28.. 
with a retolution to break into Judea with it 
early in the next fpring: Bue theie croubles had 
given fuch an interruption to the railing of his 
taxes, over and above the franknefs and gene- 
rofity of his own nature, that upon the pay~ 
ment of his troops, he found moncy tall fhort, Money fai- 
and that the income cf’ his revenue would not lng short with 
anfwer the charge of the war. Upon thiscon-#™> he goe, 
fideration, he propofed rather to go into Pesfia PLO Perhs 
firft, and to fupply himfelf with what monies y, 
he could pick up our of thar province, leaving 
the command of all the country betwixt Egypr 
and Euphrates, during his abfence, in the hands 
of one Lyfias, a perfon of an approved faith He leaves Ly. 
and integrity, together with fome part alfo of fias ro manage 
histroops and elephants; giving him further debe 
in charge, to have a particular care of his fon aprence, a 
Antiochus, till he fhould come back again. to rake care 
And morcover, that upon the reducing of Ju- of his fon 
dea, and the felling of all the inhabitants for ntiochus. 
flaves, he fhould utterly deftroy the city, and "* 3*73% 
extirpate the nation. Upon the giving of thefe 
orders, he marched itraight away from Perfia, 
in the year one hundred and forty feven; and 
paffing the Euphrates, advanced forward into 
the higher countrics, 

Lystas took to his affiftance, in the execu- Lyfiss calls 
tion of this commifficn, Prolemy the fon of #1 Prolemy, 
Dorymenes, Gorgias, and Nicanor ; three of gers? a 
the beft officers he could find among the king’s pi, affittance. 
beft friends. He put thefe commanders at the V. 38. 
head of forty thoufand foot, and feven thou- 
fand horfe, with orders to march forthwith 
into Judea. They advanced as far as Em- 
maus, and there encamped upon the plain, 
where there came over to them great num-~ 
bers of auxiliaries from Syria, and other neigh- 
bouring countrics, and an abundance of fugi- 
tive Jews 3 befides feveral merchants and tra- 
ders, with a great deal of money about them 
to buy flaves; who brought fetters alfo and 
manacles with them of all forts to fecure their 
captives. ‘Theenciny kad gotten a formidable Lyfias gets a 
army; but Judas however bad them caft them- formidable 
{elves upon Providence, and fear nothing; and he te ae 
fo they humbled themfelves in fackcloth, faft- {PS Jews © 
ing and prayer, according to the cuftom of upon Provi- 
che country, in immincat danger 3 imploring dence V. 39° 
Gods mercy, favour and protection. The 54 
gencral’s next bufinefs was to range hismen by 
regiments, troops and companies, into order 
of battle, according to rhe Jewith cuftom; and 
then to difcharge the army of all new-married 


fupplies, 
29--31. 


men, and fuch as had lately made purchafes, 


who probably might be thinking of lomething 


ee 


Chap. XI. h 


e Antiquities of the JEWs. 





311 





elfe when thcy fhould be fighting, in a dif- 
traction betwixt the care of their particular 
intereft, and the fervice of the publick; ani- 
mating his people alfo at the fame time, by 
his words, as well as his aétions, to acquit 
themfelves like men of honour and courage. 
“ We fhall never(fays he,) my fellow fol- 


A generous . \ f 
. fprech of _ ‘¢ diers and companions, have fuch an op- 
udas to his ¢¢ portunity again of fhewing our bravery In 


ce 
ce 
ce 
&e 


ce 


the detence of our country, and the con- 
tempt of all dangers, as we have now before 
us; forupon the iffue of to-morrow’s com- 
bat, depends not only our liberty, but all 
the comforts and advantages that attend it ;- 
and, over and above the bleffing of fuch a 
freedom in irfelf and in its own nature, our 
very religion lics at ftake with it too, and 
we cannot fecure the one, but by preferving 
the other. Bethink yourfelves well what 
it is that you are to contend for, and you 
will find it to be no Iefs rhan the whole 
fum and fubftance of the grearcft happinefs 
thatever you enjoy’d; thatistofay, in the 
peaceable and bleffed poffeffion of your an- 
cient laws, rites, and difcipline. Now 
whether you will rather chufe to pcrifh 
with infamy, and to involve the miferable 
remainder of all your countrymen in the 
fame ruin, or to venture one gencrous pufh 
for the redemption of yourfelves, and your 
ivicnds, that’s the fingle qucftion. Death 
is the fame thing to a coward, that it is to 
a valiant man, and as certain to the one as 
to the other; but there’s a great difference 
in point of honour, and everlafting fame, 
betwixt a gallant man thar falls in the vin~ 
dication of his religion, liberties, laws and 
country, and a fcoundrel that abandons all 
tor tear of lofing a life which he cannot 
fave at laft. Take thefe things into your ; 
thoughts, and make this ufe of the medi- } 
tation. You have nothing to truft to but 
God’s providence, and your own concurring 
refolutions ; and at the worlt, while we 
contend for viétory, we can never fail of 
glory.” . . 
Foti has Arrer this fpeech of Judas to his foldiers, 
word fenr While his thoughts were intently taken up a- 
himthatGor- bout the fuccefs of the approaching battle, 
gias intended there came intelligence to him from a fure 
ro-beat up band, that Gorgias would be with him that 
that mien, Bight with a thoufand horfe, and five thoufand 
1 Mac. iv. 1- foot, with fome Rencgado-Jews for their 
4. guide, to furprize him, and beat up his quar- 
ters. ‘This difcovery put Judas upon a defign 
of countermining him; which was at the fame 
time to make an attempt upon the camp of the 
enemy, taking the opportunity of their being 


foldiers. 1 
Maccab. ut. 
55, &e. 
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Judas takes 
this opportu- 


nity Ire 

ping fe fo divided. In order to this he call’d pre- 
cnemy in fently for fupper; caufcd feveral fires to be 
oe made in his camp, and fo marched all night 
ibid) toward Emmaus, where the enemy lay. Gor- 


gias, in the mean time, finding no body left 
in the Jews camp; and prefuming that they 
were run away for fear, to hide themfelves 
in the mountains, reckon’d that he had little 
morc to do than to Icarn how he might hunt 
them out. But Judas coming by break of day 
to the enemy’s camp, with only three thoufand 
men, and thofe ill-armed too; and finding the 
enemy well armed ar all points, and their camp 
in very good order, Judas told his people for 
their encouragement, chat they fhould not fear 
to attack them, even if they were all na- 
N° ik. 


ked, fo long as they were certain of God’s fa» 
vour and protection, which would fupport them 
againft all other difficulties; and with thefe 
words, he order’d the founding of the charge ; 
and breaking in upon them at the fame inftane, 
put them into fuch a furprize and confternati- 
on, that after the putting of thofe to the {word 
that refifted, the reft betook themfelves to 
flight, and they had the purfuit of them as far where he 
as Gadara, and fo to the plains of Idumea, Killspart,and 
Azotus and Jamnia. The number of the flain 81765 Chace 
was about three thoufand : But Judas would y, pens ‘ 
not fuffer his people to meddle with the fpoil, 
in regard that the troops of Gorgias were as 
yet entire; but upon the routing of him, he 
faid, that they might take poficfiion of the 
boory at leifure. While thefe words were be- 
tween his lips, Gorgias’s people difcovering 
from an eminence near hand, the dead bodies 
of their friends; the havock that had been 
made.in their tents; and their camp allina 
fmoak, they took for granted all this while 
that Judas’s men were {till ina body, and in 
condition to attack them ; fo that they fled 


Gorgias’speo- 
ple tinding 
the ways 
ftrew’d with 
dead bodies, 
and the camp 
in a fmoak, 
give all for 
loft, and e¢- 


immediately upon it, and difperfed themfelves very man_ 
feveral ways; every man confulting his own Manes for hine 
elt, « LO--" 


fafety, The vi¢tory being thus gaincd with- © 
out a blow, Judas permitted his men at plea- *” 
fure to take the pillage of the field, where 
they found gold and filver, coftly habits of 
purple and fcarlet, and other rich booty in 
abundance 3 which they carry’d off fate and 
triumphing, finging as they marched, and 
giving thanks to God, the bleficd author of 
that victory, which proved both an earneft 
and a foundation of thcir future freedom. 
Lysras was .fo fenfible of the fhame and Lyfas re- 


wound of this difgrace, that to redeem his fais gare. Fas 
credit, he brought into the field, the year fol- dea with a- 


lowing, an army of fixty thoufand foot and powerful ar- 
five thoufand horfe ; all try’d and choice PY ape re 
men ; and with this body he enter’d into Ju- towing. Vat 
dea, by the way of the mountains, encamping 
at a place called Bethfura. Judas was not at 
all difcourag’d at the odds of number, but 
marched dire€tly up to him with an army on- 
ly of ten thoufand: men. His truft was in 
God alone ; fo that after a fhort, and a fervent 
prayer for a bieffing upon his arms, he charg~ 
ed the enemy fo homc, that upon the firft 
fhock he forced the line, and cut them off 
five thoufand men upon the place. This un- 
expected difafter put their whole army into 
fuch a confufion, that Lyfias finding them ob~ 
ftinately determin’d cither to live or die free, 
thought it his beft courfe to withdraw his 
troops before the confternation was gone too 
far 5 out of an apprehenfion, not fo much of 
theirftrength, as of their defpair; fo that Ly- 
fias returned to Antioch, where he pofted him- 
felf by the help of mercenaries, and other ad- 
ditional enforcements, to be ready for the firft 
opportunity of a revenge upon the Jews. 

Jupas was fo flufhed with thefe repeated 
fuccefles againft the forces of Antiochus, that 
he prevailed upon the Jews, in confidence 
that after fo many victories obtained, God 
would not now forfake them, to march with- a 
ont any more delay to Jerufalem itfelf, and Jpdssmr 
there to purge the temple, and offer up their reétly to Je- 
daily facrifices, But whenthey came thither, rufalemto 
and found the temple abandon’d, the gates Purge the 
all burnt, and the courts over-run with weeds, crs 
Judas, and his people could-not but fhed tears worfhip. 

K k to V.- 36, 37- 


Judas defears 
Lyfias. V. 34. 











FLAVIUS 


to fee the tnceuth tclirude and defermity of 
the place. “Lhe two great works that he firit 
enter’d upen, were the aflaule of the citadel, 
and the cleanfing of the temple. ‘The former 
be committed to his officers and foldiers, and 
relerved the care of the other to himfelt. So 
The temple foon as he had gone through with the purg- 
purify'd, snd ing of it inform, he provided new veflels and_ 
Gav's holy utenfils 5 a candlcftick, a table and an altar of 


eS aot incente, all of pure gold; put up new veils 
y Macexb iv. 2nd hangings upon the walls, and before the 
¥.3s-5t- patiages of the doors; and in the next placc 


{upply’d the doors themielves. The altar that 
had been prophaned with idolatrous facrifices, 
and burnt-ofterings, was demoliih’d, and re- 
mov'd ; and another of * unhewn ftone c- 
rected in the place of it. Upon the twenty 
fitth day of che month Cafleu, which the Mace- 
donians call Apelleus, they tet lighted tapersin 
the candletticks ; ofter’d incenfe upon the al- 
tar, and laid the fhew-bread upon the table, 
and fo went on to their oblations of burnt-of- 
terings ; and this fell out precifely upon the 
{ame day, three years from the prophanation of 
the temple and religion by Antiochus ; the 
temple having now been full three years de- 
ferted. This happened in the + year one hun- 
dred forty five ; the twenty fourth day of the 
month Apellgus, and the hundred and fifty 
third Olympizd; which folemniry of purifi- 
cation was repeated alfo on the anniverfary 
day of the year one hundred forty eight 5 
Olympiad one hundred forty and tour, as the 
prophet Daniel had exprefly foretold, four 
hundred and eight years betore the ditioluti- 
on by the Macedonians came to pafs. 

Tue celebration of this teitivicty was con- 
tinued by Judas for cight days, with all fo- 
lemnity of facrifices and rejoicing ; as magni- 
ficent feaiting, and the freedcm of indulging 
themfelves in all honeft and law ful fatisfactions 
and delights ; and the air ringing with hymns 
of acclamation, praife, and thankigiving. The 
people, in fine, were fotranfported at the un- 
expected biciling of finding themfelves reftor- 
ed to the religion and laws of their forefa- 
thers, that they appointed an_anniverfary of 
eight days folemnity to be ftrictly obferved by 
their pottcrity for cver after; which we have 
conftantly celebrated from that time to this, 

The Fefival inder the name of the + Feftival of lights ; 
of lights. W. alluding, I-fappofe, to the comfort of that 
eae light, which beyond all hope fhincd down 
from heaven upon us on this occafion. Judas 


tururs’d, and ; . a : 
eens “in the mean while rebuilt the walls of the city, 
polture of | and tortity’d them with ftrong towers to keep 


defence. V. off anenemy; feccling a garifon in Bethfura, 

he and putting the place into a itate and pofture 
of defence. 

Tue ncighbouring nations were fo irritated 

at the growing power and confidence of the 

Jews, that they fet their inftruments at work 

by fraud and treachery to circumvent them, 

Judas clears deftroying many of them at unawares: Judas, 

peat inthe incan time, ufing the beft means he could, 

hin, t Mace Cither to prevent, or to difappoint their incur- 

cab.'v. 354, §- fions. He fell at this time upon Acrabatan, 

where he killed great numbers of the Edo- 

mites, the pofterity of Efau, making himfelf 

matter alfo of agreat booty. He block’d up the 
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fons of Baan likewife their chief, in the itrong 
places they were poticiled of, and where they 
lay in wait to make fallics upon the Jews, ta- 
king the places by atiault; killing the deien- 
dants, and laying the torts in aflics.  Aiter 
the fubduing of thefe people, he carried his 
arms againit the Ammonites, who had at Qver-runsthe 
that time, a numerous army under the com- Ammonites ; 
mand of ‘Timotheus. He fought with thefe beats Timo- 
alfo, and overcame them, and then took the phous: cheyr 

i : ; : general, and 
city of Jazar ;carry’d away the people's wives f% returns 
and children, captives; and after the pillag- victorious, 
ing of the city, fet it on fire, and fo returned V. 6, 7. 
home victorious. He was no fooner gone, but baad 
the people thereabouts taking advantage Of Jews in the 
his departure, and gathering together at Ga- tort of Da- 
laad, made an attempt upcn the Jews that lay thema: And 
upon that quarter; who being forced to take tier he fo 
fanétuary in the tortrefs of Dathema, gave fief v. Hard 
intimation to Judas, both by metlengers and’The Giiee 
letters, that Timotheus had a defign to attack ans call for 
them, and fo prayed him carneftly tor relief. help te ae 
In the very inftant, while Judas was reading ee opleat Pro- 
his intelligence, came in feveral meflengers lemais, Tyre, 
from Galilee, with remonftrances and com- and Sidon. 
plaints that the people of Prolemais, Tyre 
and Sidon, and cther bordering nations, were 
all join’d in a contederacy againit them. 








CHAP. XII. 


Simon, the brother of Fudas, does great things in 
Galilee. Fudas aud Fonathan get a bloody 
wifory over the Ammonites. All the Jews, with 
their wives, familiesand effets, tranfported out 
of Galaad into Gudea, Ephron laid in afbes ; 
and the males put to the fword. Fofeph and 
Azarias fight contrary to orders, and are de- ° 


feated Ly Gorgias. 
U DAS, who had an eye upon the neceflity judas Gude 
of his fricndsin both places, fent his bro- Simon to the 
ther Simon with three thoufand choice men to relief of Ga- 
the fuccour ot the Jews at Galilec 5 and with masters 
cight thoufand more marched with his other @i¢ vith nee 
brother Jonathan to Galaad, Icaving the reft nathan to the 
of the army under the command of Jofeph, the fuccour of 
fon of Zacharias and Azarias, as his licute- Galaad, leav- 
nant gencrals for the guard of Jerufalem, with pee 
‘orders to forbear fighting till his return.  Si- rett to Jo- 
mon, upon his arrival at Galilee, engaged the feph ; with 
enemy, and defeated them, giving them chace pea to 
to the very gates of Prolemais, and killing a- Bene dae 
bout three thoufand in the purfuit, Vhey pain. V. 17- 
ftript them of what they had, and redeemed 19. 
the prifoners with what goods they had taken Stmon re- 
trom them, and fo conduéted them back to cep Amat 
erufalem. vifoners at 
J Ar the fame time Judas, and his brother berry, with 
Jonathan, alter three days march beyond Jor- agreattlaugh- 





dan into the .wildernefs, were amicably re- eh Ae ais 
ceived by the Nabathites, who very kindly ,;, y 


gave them intelligence of the extreme diftrcts 
and danger of divers of their friends and 
countrymen, who were clofe fhut up in the 
towns and caftles of Galaad; advifing them 
withal, that they would, with all imaginable 
expedition, haften by the way of the defart co 
their relicf and affiftance. In this expedition, 


: © This was according to the Mofaical recept, injoining, Tix. xx, 25. “ And if thou wilt make me an al- 
rar of ftone, thou fhalt nor build it of hewen ftone: for if thou lift up thy tool upon it chou haft polluted it.” 


t See Vorftius's Chronologia Sacra, cap xi. p. 192. 


+ See Selden de Synedr. Hebr. | iii. c xii. p. rz0, 131. 


they 





Chap. X11. 


they took the town of Barafa by the way, 
putting all people ro the {word that were able 
to bear arms, and burning the city to the 
qdas and «ground. It was now almoft night, but Judas 
onathan re- itill profecuted his way toa _caltle whercin he 
ie acaftle ynderitood the Jews were befieg’d; and com- 





juit asthe ing thither betimces in the morning, he found 
enemy & feale the enemy hard k with their machi 
pour to fale the enemy hard at work wit eir machines 


and fealing-laddcrs, to forcethe place; where- 
upon he diftributed his troops into three divi- 
fions ; animated his men to behave themfelves 
refolutely for the relief of their countrymen 
and friends ; and fo upon the found of the trum- 
pct, charged the enemy in the rear. So foon 
as ‘Timotheus underftood that Judas Maccabeus 
had the command of this ation, a perfon 
whofe valour and conduét he knew fo much of 
beforehand by woful experience, his men were 
fo difmay’d at the very name, that they fied 
immediately upon hearing of it: Eight thou- 
fand of them fell upon the place; the Jews, 
upon the rout, clofely purfuing them. Judas, 
udas carries upon the purfuit, took a town of the Barbari- 


it, 1 Maccab. 
y. 24-734 


all beter _ ans called Mallam, where they put.all the 
pe wee ir males to death, and deftroy’d the city by fire. 
Ver. 35s 36. They did the fame thing alfo'at Cafphan, and 


Bofor, and other places that they took in that 
country. ; 

‘Timor! Some fhort time after this, ‘Timotheus got 

imotheus, 

afer this, 2 very confiderable army together; and a- 
marches with mong other auxiliaries, he had a band of A- 
another huge rabians, ‘They crofs’d the river, and encamp- 
any ed near Raphon, where he encouraged _ his 
Tg 37" people to acquit themfclves like men, and to 
be fure to kecp the Jews from _pafling the ri- 
ver; for the whole caufe, he faid, depended 
upon it; and that if ever they gain’d that pafs, 
Juulas gives they would moft certainly carry the day. When. 
Timotheus 
battle, and 
breaks him all 
10 pieces with 


upon, and prepared for a battle, he pafs’d the 
river immediately with his army, and gave the 
onfet, and put the army to the rout, upon the 


aterrible ere 7 
tinphiter, firft encounter; killing thofe that refifted, and | 
Ver. 43. putting to flight the reft; who cafling away 


their arms, and running fome one way, fome an- 
other, part of them betook themfelves for fanc- 
tuary to the temple of Carnaim, in hope that 
the place might proteét them. Bur Judas 
took the town by force ; burnt the temple, 
and deftroy’d all the inhabitants by fire and 
{word. ; . 

Jndas tran¢-  'TH1s difficulty being over, he gather’d to- 
portsall the gether all che Ifraclitcs that were In the coun- 


Jewsabour try of Galaad, with their wives, children, 
hee ves and goods, and carricd them all into Judea. 
eee 45: "The city of Ephron lay fo dircétly in his way, 
being his that there was no avoiding it without going 
ide a great way about; fo that he fent a fair mcf- 


4 fage to the inhabitants for leave to pafs with 
ut ie refused, DiS army through the town; but the ports be- 
Ver.46, 47 ing barricadocd, and the avenues cut off, the 
inhabitants in plain terms denied him any paf- 
Judas upon fage that way. Upon this repulfe he cncou- 


pallage to it, 
i! 


thisrepulfé rag’d his men to ateack the town; begirt it 
takes the - ‘ : d d : t d 
Taceheac, immediately, and in one day and night made 
place by af 5 me . aaa 

himfelf matter of it, laid it in athes, and 


Cult, and 
marches over marched with his army over the bodies of the 


e ruins, — dead through the ruins of it, putting all the 
N50) $I. 


tq a great plain near Bethfan, called by the 
They return Giese Scythopolis, and from thence returned 
t» Judea,Ver. to Judea, the people rejoicing all the way they 
eae went with hymns Ae triumphal fongs, and 





the Antiquities of the JEWs. 














Judas underitood that Timotheus was refolved } 





males that were found in it to the fword.} 
After paffing the river Jordan, they advanced 





313 
Not one Jew 
kill’d, ibid, 





offering facrifices of thankigiving tor the fatc- 
ty of the army; for they had not yet loft fo 
much as one Jew in all thefe engagements. 

. Joseru, the fon of Zacharias, and Azarias, 
two great captains, being left for a guard to 
Judea, in the abfence of Simon, who. was now 
marched into Galilee againft the people of Pro- 
Icmais, and Judas with his brother Jonathan 
againft the Galaadites; thefe commanders 
thought it incumbent on their honour, to fig- 
nalize themtelves by fome glorious adventure, 
as well.as their brethren. In this fit of emu- 
lation they advanced _to Jamnia, where Gor- 
gias, the governor of the place, gave them a 
fair battle before the town, kill’d a matter of 
two thoufand of them, and purfued the reft _ 
to the very borders of Judea. ‘This calamity Jofeph fights 
defervedly befel them, for not obeying the @ battle con- 
order of their general, who had pofitively pe sOuE 
commanded them not to engage the enemy. defeated, Ver:- 
upon any terms, till his return. This caution s5--60. 
was much te the reputation of the providence: 
and forefight of Judas, who very well under- 
ftood, that if they departed from their in- 
ftruétions, they would fuffer for it. 

Bur Judas and his brethren carried on the Judas, after 
war all this while vigoroufly againtt the Edo- many glorious 
mites, preffing them on all hands. ‘They took exploits, 
Hebron by force, demolifh’d the fortifications 
of it, and burnt the rowers and caftles down to 
the ground, laid the enemy’s country all wafte, 
demolifh’d Mariffa, and from thence in the 
fame heat over-ran and pillag’d Azotus. Ha~ 
ving perform’d thefe exploits, and enrich’d 
themfelves with a confiderable booty, they 


returned all fafe and triumphant to Jerufalem. returns to Je~ 
; rufalem,V.61,. 


&e. 








CHAP. XIII. 


Antiochus Epipbanes befieges Elymois, but is 

fore’d to draw off. He acknowledges the righ= 

teous judgment of God in it, and fo he dies. 
AS Antiochus Epiphanes was about this 

time in his progrefs through fome of his 

highland provinces, he was told of a mighty 
‘rich city in Perfia called Elymais, and of a Elymais aci- 
moft magnificent temple in it dedicated to ty in Perfia, 
Diana, where were depofited precious dona- ve sane 
tives of all forts, with the very fhiclds and-Djigna 1 Mac, 
breaft-plates of Alexander, the fon of Philip vi. 1, 2 
of Macedon, Antiochus was fo mov’d with Antiochus 
the fame of thefe fplendid curiofitics, that he se eee Oe 
advanced toward it with his army to take it Si 4S riven 
‘by affanle; but the inhabitants, without any to Babylon, | 
regard cither to his power, or to his defign, Ver. 3,4 — 
made a very brave refiftance, and difappointed 
him of his expeétation ; nor did they content 
themfelves with beating him from the walls, 
but they follow’d him fo clofe upon his_re- 
treat, that they cut off a good part of his 
rear, and drove him before them like a fugi- 
itive, for proteétion into Babylon. While the - 
fonfe of this infamy and lofs was frcefh upon Another de 
‘him, news came to him of the defeat of hig feat given 
‘other troops alfo, to whom he had committed him bythe 
‘the care and conduét of the war againft the 3°” Ver, 
iow and of the daily increafe of their numa?” 
‘ber and power; fo that with one calamity up- 
‘on the neck of another, the infupportable an- 
‘guish of his thoughts made him heart-fick 

upon it; and finding himfclf to grow ftill 
worfe and worfe, and his end near at Bands 
¢ 
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Antiochus he call’d his iriends about him, and told them 
fallstick upon borh the caule and the quality of his diftem- 
ees per. ‘¢ Cam here juftly punithed, fays he, for 
ait ales =A ** the fake ot thefe milerable Jews, fo 
tor his fucri- ©* grilegious ritling and prophaning of tac 

lege, and 10 « temple, and for the contempt of the hea- 
dics, 1 Mac. ee Venty God.” And with theie words he ex- 
ae pir’d, “ Now I cannet but admire at Polybius 


Polybdius im- 
sites che 

jadgment coa 

wrong caule. 


tor faying that this judgment befcl Antiochus 
tor his defign of rifling the temple ot Diana, 
which was a facrilege only in his will, but 


opinion that he deferv’d thts punifhment only 
for the intention, he might much more reafon- 
ably have imputed his death to the facrilege 
that he was a¢tually guilty of upon the temple 
of Jerufalem. the Te : 
Polybius’s opinion, or of mine, it is to me in- 
different. 








CHAP. NIV. 


Aiticchus Epiphanes leaves the government to bis 
fou Anticckus Eupator. Lyftas proclaims bim 


king. Fudas lays fieze to the citadel at Fe- 
rufalem. Anticchus fets down before Bethfura. 


They beth rife, and come to a battle. The bra- 
wery and death of Eleazar. Fudas returas to 
Ferufalem. Anticchus takes Bethfura upon 
co.d:tions, but breaks his articles. The temple 
wakes ain chftinate defence. 


Antioches HEN Antiochus found himfelf near 
leaves the re- his end, he fent for Philip, as the moft 
alee! ore traity confident of his court triends, and com- 
fehision mitted the regency of his kingdom into his 
Aatiochus,ib. hands, delivering up to him at the fame time, 


the crown, the royal robes and figner, with 


ordersto preferve them for his fon Antiochus, 


who was then in minority, paffionately adjuring 


him to rake care of his education, and ‘to fe- 
cure the crown to him, till he fhould come to 
Antiochus 
died in the year one hundred and forty nine. 
The death of this prince was no fooncr made 
known to the people, but Lyfias declared An- 
1-  tochus king, under the name of Eupator, ha- 
Gochus kings ying at that time the tuition of the young 


be capable of the adminiftration. 


Lyfiss pro- 
claims An- 
Ver. 17. rince. 
The Jeus x THe Macedonians, in the mean while, who 
noy'd from Were then garifon’d in the citadel of Jerufa- 
the citadel in lem, together with fome Jewith revolters, 
nae pata: mde feveral vexatious fallies upon the Jews, 
Ver as.) as they went to worfhip at their temple ; which 

was no hard matter to do, in regard that the 

caftle was above, and commanded it; fo that 

fudas found it of abfolute neceffity to reduce 

that fore for the common fecurity of the na- 
The govern- tion, It was now jufta hundred and fifty years 
menthad = that this government had- been in the family 
Been ro ey of Scleucus, Judas, in fhort, was fo bent up- 

andred and . + : 

fifty years in ON his delign, that they fell prefently to the 
Scleucus’s fu- {taming of machines and engines for battery, 


mily, and the cafting up of works. While this was 
ae oe in agitation, feveral deferters flipt away by 
the cattle, ight, and joining with others as bad as them- 
Ver. 19,20. felves, went to Antiochus, 


l fetting forth the 
mifcrable condition they werc pedeerd to by 
men of their own tribe, for their obedience 
to the king’s command, in oppofition to their 


The garifon 
fends fecretly 
to Antiochus 
for relief, 
Yer. 24--27, 


* Seventy Jewith furlong, amounted to near nine Englith miles. 


the Megalopolitan,(a man otherwife ofcredfit,) 


never came into aét; but it Polybius was of 


fortificd, belide the ftrength of the fituation. 


But whether the reader be of 









trefs at Jernfalem again, when Antiochus fent 
one part of his army to fic down before Beth- 


own law, and that they arc now in imminent 

danger of falling into the hands ot Judas, 

without immediate relict} The young prince, 

ina rage, gave orders prefently to his friends 

and commanders to make a levy cf what aux- 

iliaries were to be had tor money, over and 

above the uttermoft foree of choice men thar 

they could raife out of his own fubjects. They 

plied their bufinefs fo hard, that ina fhort time 

they mufter’d a hundred thoutand foor, ewenty 

thoufand horic, and two and thirty clephants. 

With this formidable army under the com- Antiochus 
mand of Lyfias as general, the king march’d Witha mighty 
out of Antioch, and fo advanced to Idumea, fee 
and trom thence to Bethfura, a place well fura, veo 
28—~31. 
This fort he afiaulted, and loft a great deal of 

time before it; for betwixt fallics and ftrata- 

gems, they found a way to burn or difappoint 

all engines of battery and danger that were 

brought againft ic. Judas being inform’d Of Judas upon 
the approach of Antiochus, rais’d the fiege this drans of 
from before the citadel, and march’d the rea- a as cita- 
dy way to meet the enemy, pitching his tents hin Veen, 
upon the very entrance into the ftreights of E 
Bethzachariah, about * feventy furlongs from 

the adverfary. Antiochus, upon this, quicted Anriochns 
the Bethfurites, and cncamped within diftance draws off 
of engaging Judas, appointing his army by from Bethfura 
break of day to put themiclyes upon their P Snesee 
march in order of battle; but the place being The order 
too narrow for the elephants to march in front, and manner of 
they were forced into a defilec, with a thou- the battle, 
fand foot, and five hundred horfe, upon the Ve 33-36 
guard of every clephant, and fo to advance 

one after another with a kind of tower or 

caftle upon their backs, charged with archers, 

while che reft of the troops mounted the hills 

on both fides, under the command of fuch 

officers and friends as the king could beft con- 

fide in. | From this afcent they gave the az- 

tack, and with fo horrid a fhout and clamour, 

that the vallies all rang with the echo; fo 

that what with the hidcous outcry, and the 

dazzling flafhes of their gold and brazen buck- 

Iers, nothing could be more furprizing. But 

all this was to Judas no more than fo much 

empty pomp and noife; for he received them 

fo bravely, and without any fort of daunt or 
apprchenlion, that he kill’d a matter of fix 

hundred of them upon the firft cncounter. 

While they were thus engaged, Eleazar, other- 

wife call’d Auranes, the brother of Judas, 

taking notice of onc clephant that was capa- 

rifon’d with richer trappings than the reft, he 

made his way with a gencrous refolution 

through all the guards, to that beat, taking 

for granted that the king himfelf was upon 

her. When he had cut part of his oppofers 

to picccs on each hand, and forced the reft to 

clear his paflage, he crept under the belly of Eleazar kills 
the elephant, and wounded him to death, him- a ae 
felf alfo perifhing under the weight of the yen an 
beaft upon his fall. He had the honour and der the fill of 
the comfort however to dic in the profpeét him,V. 43-46 
and atcempt of a glorious aétion, and encom- 


pafled with the dead bodies of his enemies 


round about him. 
Jupas finding himfelf fo mightily exceeded Justas returns 


it ibers. : F . to the fiege o 
in numbers, drew off to the fiege of the for rerucleniy.? 


Ver. 47. 
Antiochus 
divides his 
army. 


fura, 
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fra, and with the remainder of it went to, very ftrong, that without any regard to his 
Jerufalem. The Bethturites were fo difcou-| oath and promife, he orcér’d his foldiers to 
raged upon the appearance of the king’s troops, demolith the walls, and Jay them ‘Icvel_ with sea 
and fo much more difhcarten’d by their want} the ground, which was executed accordingly, |) 


= as 2 d 2 : the walls con- 
of provifions, that thcy found themfelyes un- | and io he returned to Antioch, carrying the trary to arti- 
der a necetlity of delivering up the place, which 


high-pricft Onias, otherwife called Menelaus, cles, Ver. 62 
Bethfura ren- they did upon conditions, with folemn articles 


along with him. This was upon the advice 
ders upon =—s that. chere fhould be no violence or moleftation of Lyfias, who told him that if ever he liv’d 
rerms, + Mac. offered chem whatfoever. But the king kept | to fec the Jews quiet, or himfelf at cafe, that 
vi. 4%, 9° his faith no farther than to the bare faving of | man muft be taken off; for it was at his infti- 
ee he their lives; for the inhabirants were all curn’d | gation thar his father forced the Jews to a re~ 
articles. naked out of the town, and a garifon of his } ligton againft their laws and judgments; and 
own fettled in their ftead. But the fiege of | that Onias was confequently the author and 
The temple the cemple held them work yet a long time | promoter of all the evils that ‘had befallen 
makes a very after, by a moft obftinate defence ; for all their | him. - ‘The king,::upon this, fent, away Mene~ Onias the 
bravedefence, machines and approaches were ftill eluded with } Jaus to Berrhea in Syria, where he caufed him Bie Pee 
Ver. 51-54 counter-workings and defigns. ‘Their only | to.be!put to death,. after ten years enjoyment [15 i. pat to 
diitrefs was want of bread; tor having already | of the. pontificate 3 a very wicked man,’ who death at Ber- 
{pent their laft year’s ftorc, and this happeniag { to fecure the dignity to himfclf, caufed ‘a ge- rhea. 
to fall oat upon the feventh year, when by the | neral defection améng the Jews, from thelaws 
Jewith law they could neither plow nor fow, ‘and. worthip of their country. “His next fuc- 
great numbers of the Jews deferred: the town: ceflor s name was Alcimus, who was alfo cal- Alcimus, or 
merely for want of provifion, infomuch thar-jled Jacimus © a . Jacimas, fab- 
there were hardly hands cnough left to defend “Wen Antiochus found that Philip had now guy" 
the place. ufurped. upon the government, he fought with philip over- 
Word THere came at this time intelligence to him,. and overcame him; took him prifoner, thrown by 
brought that the king, and his general Lyfias, that Philip and order’d him to be put to death. But the Cu aues 
Philip had had ufurp’d the government, and was marching fon of the high-prieft Onias. being left an in- > 3 
polles’d the eoward them at the head of an army out of fant (as we have faid) by the death of Mene~ 


ees Perfia; fo thar they came to a fecret refolu- laus, finding that thereupon the king had 
given away the dignity to Alcimus. who had 


marching tion betwixt themfelves, to quit the fiege, feck: ‘ v 
ee 6 no relation at all to the facerdotal family, and 


with an army him out, and give him battle; but to carry : rdot 
vee: . oe ’ the defign fo private, that neither officer nor | Was only over-rul’d by Lyfias in the transfer- 
eee foldier fhould io much as guefs at the meaning | 198 of it; he fled into Egygt, where he was a with- 
Lyfia’sdit. Of it; wherefore’ the king order’d Lytias, en any d, and eftecm'd both by Pro- Tayo foc 
coure wich without mentioning. the name of Philip, to | lemy himfelf, and his queen Cleopatra, that at protection. 
his requeft they beftow’d a place of rruft upon 


the ares enter into a difcourfe with the commanders } MS Tr they | : 
and toldiers, and foldiers about this fiege, the tiéngth of him in Heliopolis, where he ercéted a temple He builds a 
after the model of that at Jerufalem, which temple in 


according to : 

the king’s or- the place, and thar ic would be a work of : : Spoli 
Hae ais ee we fhall have occafion to {peak of more fea- iiehopelts, 

fonably in another place, 






















der,V.57--59. time to take it ; belide, that being brought to 
a ftrait now for want of corn, andthe king’s 
bufinefs alfo requiring his prefence elfewhere, 
they could not do better than ro come to fome 
force of agreement with them, though upon the 
condition of allowing them the irce exercife 
of their particalar religion, Jaws, and cuftoms ; 
and this being granted, which had been the 
only ground of all their rebellions, the king 
might go back again when he pleafed, without 
any farther trouble. This was it that Lyfias 
had in charge to communicate to the army, 
and the foldicrs were all highly pleas’d with 
the propofal. 








CHAP. XVI 


Demetrius feizes Tripolis, takes the goveria 
ment upon hint, and puts Antiochus and Ly- 
Jias to death, _ Alcimus complains of Fudas to 
Demetrius. Demetrius fends an army to de- 
Stroy him, and fettles Alcimus in the pontif- 
cate. His barbarous crucities. But he flies at 
laft to Demetrius for fuccour. 


EMETR IUS the fon of Scleucus, be- Demetrius 

' ing ficd away from Rome, _ poflefs’d the fon os 
himfelf about this time of Tripolis in Syria ‘ace upon Tre 

took the crown upon him, and with as many polis, 

mercenaries as he could get together, invaded 1 Mac. vii. 

the country, where the people did not only ': 

come over to him in great numbers, with open 

arms to receive him ; but asa farther initance 

of an affection to his intereft, {tized upon the | 

perfons of Antiochus and Lyfias, and broughe nse 

them in cuftody, prifoners to him. Where- tir so’death 

upon they were immediately both put to death ), 2--4.0 

by the commend of Demetrius; Antiochus 

having now rcigned two years, as we have faid 

elfewhere, He had in his parry a great num- , 

ber of profligate Jews, that had been banifh’d ee of 

for notorius crimes, together with Alcimns the {emus and 

high-prieft at the head of them, who.all join- and certain 

ed in one common accufation and complaint spoftate Jews 

againft the whole people of the Jews, but ef- agent pcan 

pecially Judas Maccabeus and his brethren, fowers. 

Li) whom V. 5--7. 








CHAP. XV. 

Antiochus takes the temple.apon terins, but breaks 
his covenants. Onias put to death at Berrhea, 
Alcimus, or Facimus, though not of the facer- 
dotal race, promoted in his ftcad. ~ Autiochus 
gives Philip battle, and overcomes him. Onias 

Sites to Egypt, and gets leave to build a temple 
in Heliopolis, aufwerable to that at Ferufalem. 


Antiochus A ATTERS being thus concerted, An- 
ie aie. tiochus difpatch’d a herald away to 
eM Peace. Judas and the belieged, with an offer of peace, 
and a free enjoyment and exercifé of thcir laws 

_ and confciences, which they very readily 

ae ee agreed to, and upon the fecurity of oath and 
upon condy. Honour for the performance of articles, they 
tions, Ver, 60, Acliver’d up the temple, but upon Antiochus’s 
St, _ taking pofleffion of it, he dound the place fo 
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“Vhev de- ; i 
mind Jace ytraction ef as many of the king’s friends as 
of Demers 21) inro their hands, bur with the very cjcc- 
upon hint cn of themfelves out of the land too. Where- 


oo fore they made it their requeit to Demetrius, 
only to fend fome particular perfon that he 
could confide in to cxamine matters In Judea, 
and to fee what havock Judas had made there. 

ides Demetrius prefently, in a heat, fent a- 








aes with way Bacchides upon this crrand, a triend for- 
oF [ok merly to Antiochus Epiphancs; a refolure man, 
A bee. and act that time governor of Mefopotamia : 
Vo S= pucting Alcimus likewife into the fame com- 
miffion, whom he difpatch’d away with an 
army, and orders to fall upon Judas and his 
followers. With thefe troops Bacchides lett 
wit’ Antioch, and marched direétly into Judea, 
andy upon where he gave Judas and his brethren a {peci- 
his guard. gus and a falemn invitation to come to a better 
erp underitanding with him.- Now the delign was 
only under the colour of a peaceable and 
fricndly difpotition, to draw them into a toil, 
and fo to furprize them. But upon his com- 
ing attended with fuch-an army, and in the 
poiture of an cnemy rather than a friend, Ju- 
das kept himfelf upon his guard, without giv- 
ing any credit co his pretentions; but fome 
credulous people there were yet that went 
ever to them, in confidence that their coun- 
pls sent over, grymen and their tribefman Alcimus would do 
V-t2-15- them no wrong 3 efpecially under the caution 
ot a folemn oath from both, that no violence 
fhould be offer’d, cither to themfelves, orany 
of their party: but this confidence deceiv’d 
them, it feems; for Bacchides, without any 
\lcimes regard to the confcience’ of an oath, caufed 
De eve fixty of them to be cut to picces upon the 
ford \ 15, place: which barbarous perfidy ferv’d for a 
: ides Warning to the reft not come near him, Bac- 
rut: chides, atter this, removed his army trom Je- 
‘pet: rufalem, and went to Bethzeth, where he found 
* feveral deferters, and other difaffcéted people 
thereabouts, which. he put all ro the fword. 
rius This being done, he commanded all the Jews 
2: in his abtence to obey Alcimus 3 and Icaving 
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part ot his army with him for the {ecurity of 


the province, he himfelf returned with the reft 
to king Demetrius at Antioch. 

Atrcrmus had in his head all this while, 
the {etcling himfelf in the dignity of the pon- 
tificate ; and reflecting uponit, that it was an 
honour hardly to be compafs’d but by the fa- 
veur and good-will of the people, he prefent- 

Atcinss doy. ly betvok himfelf to the popular arts of cour- 
blesthe num- tcly and affable addrefs, to ingratiate himfelf 
ber of his with the multitude: fo that by the flatteries 
cae or obliging fpeech and behaviour, he quickly 
te doubled the number of the forces that were 
lett him; but ic was with a band of impious 

fugitives that litted chemfelves in his fervice : 

Heats the el with thefe he ravaged the country up and 
fice? ef fae Gown, putting all the Jews to death where- 
Awtocui, ever he came, that were friends to Macca- 
ibid. beus. Judas, upon this, laying itto heart to 
fec what a rabble of an army Alcimus had 

getten together, and the havuck they made 

of all the men of honour and confeience that 

came in their way; he himfclf cook up a ree 

Judas takes folution alfo of going the fame way to work 
the fame = with the faction of Alcimus ; who finding that 
eee he was not None enough to hold it out, 
‘Aefmuey, beteok himfelf to Demetrius at. Antioch, for 
23, 24. fupport and fuccour, where he did all chat 
Was poflible, to irritate that prince againit Jue 
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whom they charged, not only wich the de- 
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Alcimuscom- 
plains of Ju- 
das to Deme.. 
trius, V. 25, 





das, with tales and ftorics of the indignitics 
he had put upon him already, and_of the dan- 
ger of greater yet to come, unlefs he fent a 
powertul army .in time to call that bold and 
wicked man to an account lor his mifdemca- 
nours. 


nan 





3 CHAP. XVII. 


Demetrius grows jealous of Gudas. Alcimus ad~ 
vifes him to fend Nicanor weith an army againft 
bin. A treacherous practice to furprize hint, 
Fudas fizkts Nicanor ; kills him, and deftroys 
his arity. Alcimus cut off by a judicial venge- 
ance, Fudas fucceeds hin in the pontificate, 
aud enters into an alliance with the Romans. 


UDAS was now become fo formidable, Demetrius 
that Demetrius was very uneafy himfelf to Bowe Palos 
think what the confequence of things might Y “)¢"* 
be, if he fuffer’d him to go on increafing’at 
this rate in ftrength and credit; fo that he 
calld Nicanor to him, formerly his compa- : 
nion in his departure from Rome, and his par- He gives Ni- 
ticular confident and fricnd over and above 3 Sler ah i 
affigned him the command of fuch a body of woe upon Ju- 
an army as he reckon’d fufficient for the re- das, V. 27. 
ducing of Judas, with potitive orders to make 
war upon the whole nation, and giveno quar- 
ter. Upon his fetting out for Jerufalem, he 
propounded to himfelf to diffemble his inten- Nicanor en- 
fions, and to try it he could invcigle Judas soe by. 
under a countenance of peaceable purpofes and jnveiple jude 
inclinations, into a credulity that would cer- vy. 28, 29, 
tainly be his ruin, So Nicanor fuggefted the 
matter to himby way of cxpoftulation. “ Why 
© fhould we, (fays he) expofe the fum of our 
“* well-being and happinefs to the uncertain 
“ chance of war, and not rather adjuft the 
“ points in controverfy by an amicable treaty ? 
“ or if you apprehend any danger in it, Tam 
“ ready to give you the moft facred oath for 
“ fecurity, that one man can give to another; 
“© for peace, and nothing clfe, is my bufinefs : 
“ as you may judge by the friends I have 
** brought along with me, only to poffefs you 
“¢ with the knowledge of my mafter’s mind 
*¢ and pleafure, and of his hearty love and 
“ good-will tothe whole nation of the Jews.” 
This declaration wrought fo far upon the bro- Judas ven- 
thers, that without any further thought, or tures himfelf 
jealoufy of treafon, or treachery, they in- UPOP one: 
terchangeably pafs’d their oaths, and’ with 304 honour 
great iranknefs received Nicanor with his ibid. : 
whole army. After the firft greeting betwixt 
Ua and Nicanor, the latter gave a fignal to 
is people to lay hold of Judas ; but the plot 
being difcovercd in time, he made his efcape and very nar- 
immediatcly to his own people : and after the rowly ¢fcapes 
detcéting of this treachery, both parties pre- ape ee 
pared to decide the quarrel by open force,‘ 3” 
without any more talk ofa treaty. The ar- 
mics drew out, and it came to a battle near 
Capharfalama, where Judas was worfted, and 
forced into the caftle of Jcrufalcm. 
Ir happen’d one day, as Nicanor was paf- 
fing OY the ees that feveral of the prictts Nicanor 
and clders met him upon the way, and fhew’d sirearens the 
him the facrifices that they were about to offer pricftsund the 
to God, for the profperity and welfare of De- elders to de- 
metrius.- But Nicanorthreaten’d them, and not Coy 
without blafphemous revilings even againft God otis not 
himfelf, that if the people did noe Sliver UP deifver up 
Judas Judas. V. 34: 





Chap. XVII. 
Judas to him, he would return to their for- 
row and coft; deftroy the temple itfelf, and 
leave it in rubbifh, And with thefe menaccs 
he went his way; but the pricfts were fo de- 
jected at this declaration, that they forthwith 
addreffed themfelves to God with prayers and 
tears, to protcct his own houfc, and his mini- 
ftcrs that belong’d to it, againft the out- 
rages of the cnemy. Nicanor departed from 
Nicanor en- Jerufalem, and pitch’d his tents in Bethoron, 
camps at Be- Where he was join’d with a -great en- 
oie) army, forcement out of Syria. Judas at the fame 
judas at Ada time encamped at Adafi, within * thirty fur- 
ii, with only longs of the enemy, and with a body only of 
ooo meny = a 4+ thoufand men. He told them that the 
y Maccab.vii. : 
wee encmy indeed was numcrous, _ but. that the 
Judas en~. caufe was God’s, whofe. power was above: that 
courages his of, a multitude, exhorting them not to trouble 
men, bringsit rhemfelves how: miany. they were to,encounter, 
roa battle, b ‘ aA he b ry OF thole that % 
Ver. 43- but to confi er the brayery of thofle:that were 
to encounter them, with the honours. or -re- 
wards that would moft certainly arrend.them:: 
*¢ Wherefore fall on, (fays he,)-like men of 
“ courage and refolution, and commit the if- 
“ fue to God.”? It came, in fine, toa battle; 
and the firft encounter was vigorous and.fharp; 
but upon the fall of great numbers. of the. c- 
Kills Nica- nemy, and of Nicanor himfclf too, . who did 


Mee all.that could be done by a great commander 
» his ar- : i ; : 3 
mit Verse and a brave man, the whole army {catter’d 


immediately; and, upon:the lofs of their ge- 
neral, ;.caft away ‘their arms to..make them 
lightcr for their flight: Judas, in the mean 
timc, purfuing the fugitives without mercy or 
quarter; making proclamation by found of 
trumpet through all the towns and cities where 
he pafs’d, of the victory he had obtain’d. Up- 
on this fignal, the country-people gathered 
together cvery where, and fell fo unmercifully 
upon the foldicrs in their flight, that of nine 
thoufand men, which was the precife number 
and cut them of their army, there was not a man that efcap’d. 
all off toa ="This was upon the thirteenth of the month, 
minV'.45.45 which the Jews call Adar, the Macedonians 
Dyftrus ; and in memory of this mercy we ce- 

Icbrate an anniverfary thank{fgiving upon it to 

this very day. The Jews aftcr this victory 

had a little breathing while, from thc reftlefs 
importunitics of their former war and troubles, 
and fome hopcful glimmcrings of a comfort- 

able peace too, but it lafted not long ficithcr. 

An exempla- = Arermus the high-pricft had a mind to have 
eae the old wall of the fanétuary pull’d down, and 
the Habe “S the works of the anticnt prophets demolifhed ; 
pre, 1 Mac, but in the very inftant of his ordering it to 
i $4455 be done,. God ftruck him with fo judicial a 
diftemper, that he fell down upon the ground 
{peechlefs, where he lay languifhing a ,while 
in mifcrable torments, and then dicd, after being 
four years in the office of the pontificate 5 the 
The people people, upon his deccafe, chuling Judas with 
hate dads one voice, for his fucceflor, This new high- 
for his tees Pick had heard fo much of the fame and power 
ceflor, of the Romans, and of the overthrows they 
had given the Gauls, Spaniards, Carthaginians, 

nay to Greece itfelf, and king Perfeus, Philip 
, > 
and Antiochus, that he had a mighty defire to 
enter into a league with them; fo that he fent 
jpias finds Eupolemus, the fon of John, and Jafon the 
Fes 
ind Jafon to 


Lome, to 
, 1 . ye ~~ i. t 
treat upon an * Thirty furlongs were almoft four Englifh miles. 


alliance with + or Macca. vii $90, Judas’s army is { 
them, 1 Mac. || 1 Maccab, ix. 5, 6. his army ts thid to have c 
VAL 17, bundred. + 
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fon of Elcazar, two fingular friends of his, 








347 
to Rome upon that cmbafly; foliciting to be And to defire 
receiv’d into the number of their allics, and es 
that they would write to Demctiius, to for- be ealy 10 the 
bear making war upon the Jews for the future. Jews, Ver.18, 
The fenate was fo well pleafed with the pro= Phe refolu- 
pofals and the terms, that they’ confented to Pee fe 
the league, and pafs’d an order foon after in your of the 
favour of it, which was written in tables of Jews,Ver. 215 
brafs ; the copy of it fent to Jcrufalem, and &¢ 
the original depofited in the capitol. The ar- 
ticles were in fubftance to this cfleét :. That 
“no people whatfoever,-under the jurifdic- 

“ tion of the Romans, fhould prefume to 

** make war upon the Jews, or to be comfort~ 

* ing or-aflifting to any of their cnemies with 

* corn,,-fhipping, money, or the like; and 

“. the, fame obligation to le reciprocally upon 

“the Jews; in cafe of any war made upon the 

* Romans, If there fhould be any thing af= 

“ ter this, which:the Jews would have ro be 

“ added or taken away, that it be firitratificd -... , 
“..by the common confent, of the people.” So 
This refolution of the fenate was.writtcn by 
Eupolemus thé fon of John, and Jafon the fon 

of Eleazar, Judas the high-prieit, and his bro- 

ther Simon, gencral of the army., ‘This was 

the firft alliance that evcr was made betwixt The ficft al-- 


the Jews and, the Romans, pecob 
tees : Jews and Ro- 


. Mans. 





~CHA'P. XVIII. 


Bacchides makes an. invoad into Fudea, with 
twenty thoufand foot, and two thoufand horfe. 
Fudas refolves to encounter him with only eight 
hundred men. The generous bravery of Fuaas 
aud bis companions. 


PON the tidings of Nicanor’s death, After Nica~ 
U and the defeat of the army, Demetrius or's death 
fent Bacchides a fecond time into Judca, who pre Geen 
advanced with frefh troops to-Arbela, a town fends Bac- 
in Galilee, and there encamp’d, forcing a great chides into 
many Jews out of the caves there, where they Judea with an 
hid themfelves. From thence he haften’d jy * Me 
away to Jerufalem ; and upon intelligence that Judas at Ber- 
Judas and his people were at Berzcth, he potted zcth with 8o0 
away immediately with twenty thoufand foot, men only, and 
and two thoufand horfe, to encounter him, eae 
who had at that time but a bare || thoufand of and 2000 ” 
men about him, and but eight hundred of thofe hortt,V. 4-6, 
to ftand by him neither; for two hundred of 
them deferted him, for fear of being over- 
power’d. In this ftrait for want of men, and 
neither time nor place for recruiting, Judas 
kept up his heart {till to a refolution, in de- 
fpite of all difficultics, of putting it to the 
tate of a battle, only defiring his mcn to ftand 
by him, and follow his cxample. They told 
him how vain and rafh a thing it would be to 
contend with fuch infuperable odds, advifing 
him rather to attempt an honourable retreat, by 
which means poffibly he might re-inforce him- 
felf. ‘ No, no, fays he, it thall never be faid, The glorious 
* that the fun ever faw Judas turn his back ee 
“ ypon an enemy. If it fhonld be our lot ts a 
* now to dic, God’s will be donc, provided 
*‘ that we do not blait the reputation of a 
*© slorious life, with an ignominious death.’’ 

With thefe words he raifed the courage of his 


faid to be chree thoufind men. . : 
onfifted of three thoufand, who all deferted him but eight 


foldiers 


~ BPLAVIUS JOS 


foldiers up to his own pitch, and fortified 
them tor che combat. 














CHAP. NIX. 


Firdas encounters Bacchides, and gets the better 
: : u , eae 
of Lint at firft, but being cpprefs’d afterward 
by numbers, was plain, having Lebaved bint- 
(lf to bis inimortal boner. 
Bacchides’s 


B ACCHIDES having rang’d his army, 
order of bat- 


the horfe upon the two wings, whercot 
. tle, 1 Mac.ix. he himfelf commanded the right, his light- 
arm’d men and archers in the front, fupported 





li,i2 
by 2 Macedonian * Phalanx in the body: In 
this order of battle, he advanced up to the 
enemy, founded a charge; and with a milita- 
ry fhour, according to cuftom, gave the onfct: 
Jade re- Judas encountring him’ on the other hand after 
eaves the the fame manner. It was hard fought on-both 
charg 


charge in the des trom morning till coward fun-fet; when 
tame form, : > — Beagrie ve 
Viis—ico. Judas taking notice of the danger his men 

were in to’ be over-power’d by the enemy’s 

right wing, where Bacchides, with the flower 
ofthe army fiercely affail’d them, came in 
with a band of valiant and couragcous youths 
to their relief; and breaking their line, pierc’d 
into the very body of them; routed, and gave 
them chace as far as mount Aza. The enemy’s 
left wing, upon this, tollow’d Judas fo clofe- 
ly, that he was now befet on all hands, and 
out of all poffibiliry of efeaping ; fo chat he 


EPHUS of 








Book XII. 


and his people ftood their ground, and fought 

icout, to fell cheirlives as dear as they could; A bloody 
cill in the conclufion, after a great fluughter fight, V. 17. 
of their enemics, Judas and bis companions 

were fo fpent and weary’d out, that chey feem’d 

wt lait to be rather tir’d chan overcome: Nor 

did they fall unrevenged. And thus did this The bravery 
glorious hero finifh the character of a great and death of . 
man, by making his lift and death all of a dads and his 
picce. ‘It could not be expeéted that the fol- yb 
dicrs, after the lofs of fo brave a gencral, could 

difpute the point any further without a leader’ 

Sothac they prefently difpers’d and fled, while 

the two brothers, Simon and Jonathan, treated Simon and 
with the enémy for the body of their brother, Jeet . 
which they carry’d away, and laid it ax Mo- ae 
din in the fepulchre ‘of his’ fathers, with ‘all dy, V. 19. 
funeral magnificence, and ‘with the folemnity 

of a publick ‘mourning ‘tor feveral days, in'ho- 

nour of'his'memory, according to the cuftem 

of the place uponfo extraordinary an occafion. 

This was-the end of Judas Maccabeus, a'géne- 

rous and a‘valiant man; the true fon of*thé 

virtue, as well as of the blood of Matthias ; Judas, the 
for he never forgot the precepts of his dying true ton ofthe 
father; who enjoyn’d him upon his. bletfing Yi" Mee 
never to decline any labour or hazard tor the 

liberty and weliare of his countrymen. In 

purfuance of this charge, he got himfelf ever- 

latting honour, by the refcue of his friends out 

of the hands of the Maccdonians, and by- his 

three years adminiftration in the office of high- 

priett. : Sp SES 











* The Macedonian Phalanx, was much the fame as the Roman Legion ; it was a four fquare body, confifting’ of , 


eight choutand footmen fet in clofe array. 
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BOOK XIII. 
From the Year of the World 3808 to 3898. 








CHA P. 


Jonathan fucceeds Fudas. 
Sohu and his company cut off by the fous of Amaraeus. 


The fpite of the revolted Fews. 
dernef{s, and Bacchides follows them. 


Bacchides affaults Fonathan on the fabbath-day, and lofes two thoufand of his men. 
Bacchides fortifies at Ferifalem, aud elfewhere. 
Bacchides puts fifty of the Fewifb deferters to death. 
Bacchides lays fiege to it, and is beaten off: 


retreat. 
fous of Amarans. 
theiutfelves in Bethalaga. 


E have fufficiently fet 
forth in the former book, 
how the Jews came to 
be dcliver’d from their 
flavery under the Macc- 
donians; and how Judas, 
their great captain and 
protcétor, after fevcral 

2 bloody battles fought in 
that rightcous caufe, loft his life at lait in a 
magnanimous action ancl conteft for their vin- 
dication and defence. This illuitrious perfon 
was no fooner taken away, but the whole 
parcy of the profligate Jews, that contrary to 
confeicnee, faith, and honour, had abandon’d 
the religion, laws, and cuftoms of the nation, 
refumed their former animofitics, and perfe- 
cuted their honclt countrynien afrefh, more 
fpitcctully chan cver. "There happened allio at 
the fame time a gencral famine over the land; 
which, in conjunction, doubled the other ca- 
lamity; for becwixe want of bread for cheir 
This fos livelibood, on the one tide, and want of power 
niferible be. tO defend themfclves againit their enemies on 
Wwixt fining the other, the mifery lay fo heavy upon them, 
el perteen= that a greac many of the Jews found them- 
Ver, 24 felves under fome fort of necelliry to comply 





The renega- 
0 Jews more 
Spiteful 

stint their 
conbtrymen 
Mur ever, 

Y ike 23 
YMac ix, 23. 


I. 


He and Simon withdraw into the wil- 


Fonathan s 
The death of Fobn reveng’ad upon the 
Lhe brothers fortify 


with the faétion of the Maccdonians. Upon pacchides 
this juncture Bacchides convened all the apof- commits the 
tatc Jews that were gonc over to ftrange gods, government 
and committed the care of the government ' the Hee 
principally into their hands, who made it their ee ae 
bufineis in the firft place to fcize all the friends couneeyanell 
and late partizans of Judas, and fo to deliver to torments 
them up to Bacchides, to torture them at plea- a eat 
furc, and in the end to put every man of them ©“ 777" 
to death, The condition of the Jews was 
never fo deplorable fince their captivity in Ba- 
bylon, as it was at this time 3 infomuch, that 
all thofe who had with’d well to Judas, join’d The loyal 
in a requeft to Jonathan, not only to follow pit of the 
his brothcer’s example, who had fo frankly fa- doncehen of 
crificed his blood for the liberties of his his brother's 
country, but to take upon himfelf his com- example, Ver, 
mand alfo, the whole nation lying under fuch 28--3> 
defperate circumftances, that they mult be all 
inevitably loft without a leader. Jonathan’s 
anfwer was, that he was ready to do or to 
fuffer any thing for the publick good 3 where- 
upon, wich the unanimous confent of the péo~ auc , 
ple, he was declared their general. vole ee 
Wuen Bacchides came to be inform’d of peml ibid 
this clection, and to reficét upon ic, that Jo. _— 
nathan was a man as likely to give as much 
Mmmm trouble 


and with one 


oo 


FLAVIUS JOSEPHUS of Book XIII, 


trouble and difturbance to the king and Mace-|Mcdaba to way-lay the people who were to af- a brothers 
Genians, as ever his brother Judas was before |fift at this wedding, by an ambuth that they poet 
him, he tell to bethinking himfelf of fome way |had planted in the mountains. Upon the com- people; ue 
Jonathan and to take him aif by treachery: But he himiclt|ing up of the bridegroom with his bride, an 2 
Sion retire and his brocher Simen were both fo wellaware Ja long train of their friends, as is ufual in fuch 
mrothe wilt of fach a dcfign in hand, that they provided |cafes, the party fally’d out upon them, and cut and put qoo 
oad tor themielves betimes, by withdrawing im~-|them all off} without faving fo much as onc perions tothe 
ery, Mac.is. mediately into the neighbouring defart, with|perfon, together with thcir wives, children, prec) bride, 
33- what ftrength they were able to get together jand fricnds, to the number of four bundred sandiatiin es 
upon that warning, and pitched their tents by|carry’d off the booty entire, and did juftice at venge of theig 
the pool of Afphar. Bacchides look’d uponjthe fame time to the memory of their brother : brother John, 
this retreat of theirs into the wildernefs, tobe}Atcer which cxploit they returned to their ‘St 39--42. 
the effeét of tear, and no other thana direét |quarters at Jordan. 
Bacchides flight trom the face of an enemy 5 marched a-~| Wuen _ Bacchides had fettled garifons in 
marches 48eT way prefently towards them withall his troops ;j Judea, he went back to his mafter; and fo for 
them, W540 and encamping beyond Jordan, made choic¢{a matter of two years, the Jews were in fome 
of that place tor his rendezvous. When Jona~jtolerable ftate of quict: But the apoftates, and 
than came to hear of this motion, he fent his|the dregs of the people were gall’d at the very 
brother John (otherwife Gaddis) to the Ara-|fouls of them, to fec Jonathan, and his people 
bian Mabathites, being in fricndfhip with them, |fo much at cafe in Judca, by reafon of the 
for leave only to depotite their baggage intheir|tranquility of the times. So that they fell ro The apoftate 
cuftody, till the battle with Bacchides thould|plying and foliciting Demetrius by their prox- Genoa 
Jehn and all be over, But as John was upon the way, thejies, that Bacchides might be order’d to reduce to the ae 
ne comhrg fons of Amareus made a fally out of Medaba| Jonathan abfolutely into his power; which-was cing of Jona- 
faliy ost upon the convoy ; took all their carriages, and|a thing fo caly to be effected, they faid, that ans pre- 
o*siedaba, whatever elfe they had about them ; kill’djic required no more than one night’s work to oe hee by 
Ver 36. John himfelf upon the place, and all his peo-|rid themfelves both of him and all his foldiers of Bacchides 
ple: But the brothers had their revenge upon|by furprize. The king yieldcd immediately tomake but’ 


them not long after, as will be fhew’d in its|to the propofition, and difpatch’d Bacchides onenight’s 








Ww 
1 
O 














Bacchid duc place. away into Judea upon the commiffion, where ir 
bok, fons. , BACcurpes having intelligence how Jona-|he fent his letters up and down to all the king’s 

aN tan . : - . . 
yee pon the than lay encamped in the fenny grounds near friends and officers inthe country, to give their The king 





labbath day, the river Jordan, pitch’d upon the fabbath-jafliftance towards the feizing of Jonathan. So } : 
eek Toten” eine : : fends Bacchi- 
and lotes day for the attack, in confidence of the fuper-|they laid their heads together how to cntrap ges accord. 

cone hes ftitious reverence they had for that feftival:|him,; and finding upon teveral trials one after ingly, V. 60, 
Ver.43,49. but Jonathan laying before his foldicrs the ab-janother, that all proved inctficétual 5 (for Jo- 

; folute neceffity of hghting; for the cnemy Pee Was cautious and forewarned ) the Ma- Several plots 
ing before them, and the river behind them,!ccdonian, in a tranfport of rage, imputed the ene ee 
there was no faving their lives without ic:|whole mifcarriage to the treachery of the apofpineithe. 

They confidering the exigence of the cafe,;tate Jews; who, he faid, did but make fport tray’d by the 
call’d upon Ged _for victory, and in the fame;with the king’s orders, and thereupon put apoftates, and 
inftant made a refolute charge upon the cnemy;|fitty of their chief men to death. Jonathan Lay any ct 
killing great numbers of them upon the place.|and his brother finding themfelves too weak Foo dont 
Inthe heat of the action, Bacchides prefs’d|for Bacchides, withdrew into the wildernefs, upon that 
turioufly upon the perfon of Jonathan, who at|to a village called Bethalaga, and fortify’d it jealoufy, Ver. 
the fame time made a blow at him; but the 


with works and walls, to ferve them in cafe a ea 
Jonathan and other evading it, Jonathan and his company of need for a retreat. Upon this intelligence, 77° voters 
is people fe--took the river, and the enemy not daring to 


: % : retire to Be- 
Bacchides marched away againft them with thalaga, and 
cure rhem- * 
felves by croft follow them, they got fafe to the other fide. 


. all the power he was able to make, upon the fortify it, Ver. 
fing the river Bacchides, after this withdrew into the citadel 


conjunction of his own troops, with the auxi- ia hhideslays 
Jordan. ibid. of Jerufalem, with the lofsof near * two thou-/liary faétion of the Jews. He open’d his Bicchicesiay 
fand of his men, where he fortified {everal {tron 


: : 2 fiege roit, 
trenches immediately againft the place, and for ye a 64. 
cities and places that had been demolifhed be- 
fore ; asJericho, Emmaus, Bethoron and Bethel, 


fome days carricd on his approaches: Jona- 
than, on the other fide, making a_ very ftout 
Thamnatha, Pharathon, Techoa and Gazara: 
And thefe places he ftrengthen’d with walls 


refiftance. While matters were in this pofture, 
he left the defence of the place to his brother 
and towers, and with ftrong garifons, to be|}Simon; and with fuch a body of men as he 
Hace hides for- ready for excurfions to fall upon the Jews: Bur 
his the cita- care was taken above all the reft, to make the 


was able to draw together out of the ncigh- 
; ; bourhood, he himfelf {tole away by night, and Jonathan 
1 tier: citadel of Jerufalem impregnable. In which 
eh SSE 52" Dlace the chief men’s fons of the country were 


fell upon Bacchides in his quarters kill’d a {tls out by 
fecured for hottages. 


night, and 

Word is ‘luenxe was brought intelligence about this 
brought the time, to the two brothers Jonathan and Simon, 
brothers of a that there was a fplendid wedding in hand be- 
ee twixe one of the fons of Amarus, and the 
which way @aughter of an ifluftrious Arabian; the fons/fo amaz’d at this affault upon him front and and deftroys 
the bride was OL Amarzus to beat the wedding, andthe bride| rear, and the mifcarriage of an attempt he ih ae 
to pals, V.37, to be conduéted in great pomp from the city|thought himfelf fo fure of, that ic put him ge. V 67,68 

of Gabatha, ‘Che brothers laid hold of this} quite befide his reafon; but all the mifchiefs of 

Opportunity to revenge themfelves for the death this mifcarriage were imputed to the Jewith 

of their brother, and fohaften’d away towards! impoftors, who had prevailed with the king, 


a NS memo mnie i na aie a i ae ae gS 


“1 Maccab, ix. 49. recounts buta thoufand. h 
¢ 





Ca lle Re ee eS 


doing: Upon eave he made a fally, gino at the 
burne their machines, cut off'a great many of fine rime 
their people, and fo return’d. Bacchides was makesatilly, 


eee 


great many of his men; and by the havock pears up Bac 
and confulion that enfu’d upon it, Simon came chides’s quar | 
quickly to underftand chat ic was his brother’s t¢": V.95,66 | 
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‘and Bacchides on both fides, and not to do any att of hofti- 
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Bacchides_ he faid, for this expedition. It remained new | falsof a Icague and alliance bectwixc them ; and 
quits the fiege only to confider how the fiege might be rais’d| this he did, to prevent Alexander in the propo- 
witha QVINB VV ithout lofs of honour, both to the king and| fal, for fear he might otherwife pre- i 

PE HeoiGes 1 - , ig and| fal, ear he might otherwife pre-engage him, 
honourand to himfelf; and how the army might be drawn | tho’ but in revenge for injuries and indignities é 
his own, _ off without ignominy. formerly receiv’d. ‘The purport of the meflage The condi- 

1 Macale ix. was, in fhort, an authority to levy men, ro pro- 108s of tie 
69, Re. vide arms, and to fet hoftages at liberty, that rae 
Bacchides had committed prifoners to the cattle. 

Upon the receipt of this letter trom Demetrius, Jonathan 
Jonathan went away prefently to Jerufalem, "ads the let- 
where he read it publitkly, in the hcaring both ates 
of the garifon, and of the people. The pro- to both tol- 
fligates and fugitives in the citadel were very dicrs and 


much ftartled to fee fener all on a fudden PoP! V. 7. 


opportunicy of falling in with him upon that fo much in favour, But he went on however 
neceflary point, having gotten fome intelli- with his levies, fet the hoftages at liberty, and 
gence of what he had in his thought at thar|¢manded them fafe back again to their own pa- 
onathanpro- time. So he fent him an honourable meflage,|"¢nts. He made Jerufalem for the prefent the 


: 3 ; 2 : oe ees his refid 
ae ae = with propofals of a mutual lcague and friend- place of his refidence ; where he fortify’d, al- j, fecutalan 3 
ee fhip, upon condition of releafing all prifoners 


verlatting ter’d and repaired at pleafure ; rebuilding and where he for- 


peace upon ON both fides. This was a motion fo reafonable ftrengthening the walls with fquare ftones of nee re as 
honourable for Bacchides to agree to, and fo fair an occa-|# mighty bignefs for the better defence of the 3 coe : 
terms, ibid. fion given him to quit the ficge without lofs of] Place. -Now the Macedonians that were dif- 2 = 


i . . s er. 11. 
eee te * reputation, that he immediately ftruck upan al-|P¢erfed up and down in feveral garifons, quit- The Jewith 


change oaths Hiance with Jonathan ; witha mutual exchange ted their ftations upon this change at Jerufalem, deferterskeep 


and articles, of oaths to deliver up, and reftore all prifoners and went away to Antioch; but for thofe that ehemtelycs in 
were.in Bethfura and the tower at Jerufalem, °°" 8 


the greater part of them being Jewith deferters, 
it was not fafe for themto ftir out of thcir holds, 































CHAP. Ii, 


An alliance betwixt Jonathan and. Bacchides. 
Bacchides leaves Gudea in peace. Gonathan 
takes up bis refidence at Machmas. 


HILE Bacchides had this difficulty 
under deliberation, Jonathan took the 


He takes up - 


poe "° lity oneto the other. This being ratified, Bac- 
with reputa- Chides returned to the King at Antioch, with- 
tion, ibid. out ever coming back again with his army to 
Judea re-efta- Tudea. Jonathan being now fettled in a con- 
eae ud: dition of peace and fafety, took up ‘his abode 
onathan in Machmas, where he gave himfelf up to the 
clears the — bufinefs of the government, in the adminiftra- 
eles a tion of law and juftice. He was a bitter ene- 
elebre, My to all deferters, a zealous afferter of the 

laws, and he purged the land from all forcign 


thren, ibid. _ anc 
abominations. 








CHAP. V. 


Alexander Ballez endeavours to make Fonathan 
his friend , creates him high-prieft and fuccef~ 
Sor to his brother Fudas 5 prefents, and adopts 
him into his family, obliges the Jews. A bloody 
battle betwixt Alexander and Demetrius. The 
death of Demetrius by the fall of his borfe. 


LEXANDER was-no ftranger to the 
A character of Jonathan, or to the hiftory 
of his courage and exploits; particularly a- 
gainft the Macedonians; nor to the indignities 
that had been put upon him, both by Deme- 
trius and Bacchides; fo that being told of the 
3s fair promifes and pretenfions of Demetrius, he 
Alexanderthe YJ N the year one hundred and fixty, Alexan-|difcourfed the matter with his fricnds, and 
“a of Antio- der, the fon of Antiochus Epiphanes, took |brought it to this point, that he could not at 
Pee poffeffion of Prolemais in Syria, by the confe-|rhat time do better than to enter into an aflo- 
Syria, 1 Mac, deracy of the foldicrs that were there in gari-!cjation and alliance with Jonathan; a perfon 
xed fon, out of an averfion they had to Demctrius,| of eminent valour, and a mortal enemy to Dew 
as a man over proud and haughty ; for he had|metrius, and lying under the higheft provoca- 
the humour of mewing himfelf up in a certain}tions of old grudges and wrongs imaginable. 
fortify’d caftle that he had, not far from An-| Wherefore, faid he, this feems to me the cri- 
tioch, where no body was admitted to come at! tical minute of an opportunity for the making, 
him; but there he oz’d away his time, and of this man my friend ; but pray let me have 
left the government to fhift for itfelf; which| your opinion along withme. His council were 
ftirr’d up a great many male-contents againft| J] of the fame mind, and a letter was immedi- 
Upon Alex- him, as we have faid el{ewhere. But now upon|arely difpatch’d away upon the fame fubjeét in 
ander’s taking the news of Alexander’s poflefling himfelf of the terms following . : 
Ros Prolemais, he prefently drew his troops to- 

i gether, and march’d with an army againft him. 








CHAP. I 


Ptolemais deliver’d upto Alexander (call’d Ballez ) 
out of an averfion to Demetrius 5 who upon the 
news of this feizture, draws his troops together 
to give him battle. 


King Alexander to his brother Sonathan, fendeth 








marches a~ ; 
pat him greeting. ‘ 
ee LENNY 5 ¥ > TT “c HEREAS we have been long fince Alexander's 
xe CHAP. Iv. cc V \ given to underftand that eben are a letter to Ju- 
Ap alliance betwixt Demetrius and Jouathan.The|« man of honour, faith and courage, and in ae Ver. 
articles of the treaty, Sonathan puts Ferdfa-|« all refpeéts worthy of our friendfhip, we * °°? 
Jem into a flate of defence. The Macedonians re-|« have now fent our ambatladors to make thee a Jonathan ad= 
move to Antioch, but the revolted Fews in| vender of ouramity and alliance, and to treat yanced to tie 
ewerntas Bethfura, aud the tower of Jerufalem, keep to|« in our name about it; and we. do by thefe a ae 
writes to Jo= their firong holds. ‘¢ prefents, and by our royal authority ordain (yj bee 
nathan, and” EMETRIUS, upon this occafion, fent|* and pronounce thee to be the high-prictt of fented, Ver. 
Hsia nici an embafly to Jonathan, with propo-| the Jews, and adopt thee into the roll ot 21. 


him, V. 3--5. 











“tho king’s fricnds; fending thee for a pre- 
& fone ikewife, a Purple robe, ard a crown 
net ceubting but that our aflec- 


eb cold, 
: fwered on thy 


tion and etteem will be an 
pare with a fuitable return,’ 


ly upon the coming 
ut on his facer- 
e feaft of taber- 


JoxATHAN, immediate 
rpen ME Ge" chis meilage to his hand, p 
detil robz upon the day of th 
This was four years atter the death 
the pontifical feat ha- 
and from thence 


Tonathan en- 
ters \ 











acy of tour nacles. 


ae 
years. of his brocher Judas, 
ving been fo long vacant 5 c 
forward he applied himielf to the advancing. 
ef troops, and making a large provifion of 
arms. Demetrius was by this time fenfible of 
the cirorof his delay, in flipping the oppor- 
tunity of being beforchand with his competitor 
for analliance withJonathan. But this anticipa- 
tion of Alexander's did not yet hinder him 
from carrying it as far as it would go, in this 


tollowing letter: 


Kaz Demetrius to Jonathan, and to the people of 
the Fews, greeting. 

* HEREAS we have hitherto ever 

found you true and faithful to your 

» « duty, and to our fervice, in defpite of all 

"(© the arts and practices of our enemies to fe- 

“+ duce you trom your allegiance, we cannot 

* bet give you fome inttance ot the eftcem we 

‘have for your unthsken fidelity in times 

“ pait, and likewife of our princely difpofi- 

“ tion co give you all encouragement to a per~ 

“ ¢everance in the fame conttancy for the time 

“to come. It is our pleature therefore, to 

“ remit upon you the greatcit part of your 

-nt* tributes; and by thefe prefents to cafe you 

: of all the taxcs that you formerly paid to 

“ my predeceffors, or to myfelf, over and 

“ above the cuitcm of falt, and crown-taxes 5 

“ the thirds of your corn, and of your fruits, 

‘\ \ hich duties I do difcharge you of for ever, 

“ cogether with the poll-tax upon the inhabi- 

“ tants of Judea, and the three governments 

“ of Samaria, Galilee, and Perea. I will 

« have the city of Jerufalem to be accounted 

* holy, and to have the privileges of a fanc- 

“ cuary, or a city of refuge, with an exemp- 

“ tion both to itfelt, and its dependencics, 

“ trom all cenths and tributes. The citadel 

1 ¢¢ thall be deliver’d up to the high-prieft Jo- 

nathan, with liberty to put°into it, for a 

garifon, fuch of his friends and confidents 

as he thal! make choice of. It is our’ fur- 

ther pleafure likewile, thac all the Jews 

that were carried away prifoners iftto any 

parc of our dominions, be forthwith fet at 

liberty, without impoling any hardthips, 

ufter this decree, fo much as upon their 

cattle, cither by prefs-mafters, or otherwifc 

thac all their fabbarhs and folemn tettivals, 

and three days before chem, fhall be days 

of immunity and freedom to all the Jews 

in our dominions; and that they may live 

quietly, without any fort of molcitation ; 

Thitty thou & and tor fo many of Jews within the 

cee ‘© compafs of thirty thoufand men, as thall de- 

pay, ibid. fire to bear arms in our fervice, they fhall 

« be entertained at the fame rate of pay with 
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i‘* our own guards, and inftruéted alfo in our 
| garifons, and about our perfon, and the bet- 
i cer fore of them fhall be received as the do- Others ad- 

‘« metticks of our royal family. They fhall mitted ino 

‘ morcover have the iree exercife of their own eae 
‘Jaws, both in Jerufalem, and in the three a free cxer- 
“© dependent provinces; committing it to the cifé of laws 
“ high-prieft’s care, to fee that no Jew be fuf- and religion, 
“ fer’d to worthip in any other temple but’ sd 
“ thac of Jerufalem. We do hereby grant Allowances 
‘“ them ‘likewife the yeatly allowancé of fil- eee 
“ tcen * thoufand fickels of filver. toward the critices, ibid. 
‘© charge of their fucritices out of our own 
“© coffers, and difcharging the pricits and of- 
“ fcers attending the fervice of the temple, 

‘ of the $ ten thouland drachma’s that were 

“ formerly paid to our predcceflors, asin rca- 

‘© fon and conicience we ought to do. It is 
“ our further will alfo, that whoever fhall Ay The temple 
to the temple of Jcrufalem, or to the liber- made a place 
“ ties thereot, for any debt whatfoever, whe- of refuge, ib. 
“ ther to the king, or otherwife, he fhall be 
“© protected, both in his perfon and goods, 
“© trom any trouble or moleftation. We do 
“ likewife give leave, and require, that the The temple 
“ temple be repair’d, {trong walls and turrets sac aa 
 ereéted, and garifons to be put into fuch (yeh iicgy 
ec og 1 

places of ftrengrh as the Jews fhall think fit arDemetrius’s 
“ to raife and fortify ; and all this to be done charge, ibid. 
“at our own proper charge.” Thefe were the 
gracious promifes of Demetrius, who wrote 
to the Jews accordingly. 

Uvon this junéture of time king Alcxan- 
der drew outa mighty army, partly of his 
own mercenaries, and partly of thofe that 
went over to him from Demetrius in Syria, 
and marched with them againft the cncmy. 
They came to a battle, and the left wing of A] 
Isemetrius being too hard for the right win eee Alexan- 

. er and De- 
of Alexander, they purfued their advantage [0 metrius, Ver. 
tar, that they got the pillage of the camp, 48, 49. 
but the right wing, at the fame time, where 
the king himfelf fought in perfon, was forc’d. 
to give way, and fell prefently into a direct 
rout. Demetrius behaving himfelf to a mi- 
racle all this while; killing fome, purfuing 
others, and defending himfelf, till ac laft his The unfortu- 
horfe plunging into an impaflable bog, he was 1h igst hor: 
over-power’d by the multicudes that prefs’d Yer so. 
in upon him, and confequently loft, beyond. 
all hope or poffibilicy of relief. He fought ic 
out, however, on foot, to the laft extremity, 
till his body was cover’d all over with ar- 
rows and darts. Demetrius had now reigned 
cleven years; and this was his end, as we 
have fet ic forth clfewhere. rar 


A hattle be- - 








CHAP, VI. 


Onias propofes a temple in Egypt like that-of Fe- 
rufalem. This flarts a queftion betwixt’ the 
Fews and Samaritans, which is the trie tem= 
ple, Garizin or Jerufalem, The matter is 
refer'd to the king, aud the party that feall be 
cafi to fuffer death. The king gives it for 
Serufalem. . 


Om AS, the fon of Onias the high-priett, 
liv’d in a kind of cxile trom his own 





* Fitteen thonfind fhekels of filver, according co Calmet’s tables, amounted to feventeen hundred and ten pounds, 


eighteen fhilling., and nine pence. 
y Ten thoufand drachma’s amounted to about two hun 


dred and cighty pounds of our moncy. 
country, 


F 
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country, 
andria, as we have faid heretofore. 
fame Onias finding Judca fo terribly ravag’d 
y the Macedonians and their kings; and out 


b 


of an ambition to 
refoly’d to try if 


k 


build another temple in Egypt, after the pro- 
ject and model 
to fupply it with priefts and Levites of his 


own family. The thing that put this thought 


with 


ing Prolemy, 


in his head, w 


Taiah, 


of at lcaft fix hundred years before; 
prefaging that in time to come there fhould 
be a temple erected in Egypt, to the honour 
of the great God, 


ie et Sgn Pg ae 
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ce 





your juftification to the prediétions of the 
“prophet Ifaiah, we do hereby grant unto you 
“fall licence and permiffion, fo far as in us 
“* lies fo to do, provided it be done without 
“ giving offence to God in the breach of his 
“* laws.” 


Ptolemy Philometor, at Alcx- 
‘This 




















gct himfelf immortal fame, 
he could obtain leave from 


and his queen Cleopatra, to ; 
Onras had no fooner obtained this con- 


of that of Jerufalem, and fo] ceffion of the place, but he fell prefently to 
altar, according to the draught of that at Jc- 
tufalem, though much fhort of it both for 
bulk and ftate. As to the dimenfions of the 
fabrick, and the holy veffels thercunto be- 
longing, having {poken fufficiently of it in my 
feventh -book of the hiftory and captivity of 
repetition of it in this place would 


as a prediction of the prophet 


and that ic fhould be the 


work upon the raifing of the temple and the th 





525. 


Th:2 king and 


queen grants 


his requelt, 


Onias falls to 
work imme- 
diarely upon 
¢ temple, 


work of a Jew. Onias was fo poflefled with| the Jews, a lace | 
the impulfe of this revelation, that he wrote | be needlefs. ‘This being done, -Onias did not and employs 
a letter to Prolemy and Cleopatra, to this} want priefts and Levites: of his own fancy and ares and | 
Rs . 3 BETAS ae vites in it 
The pesition following effeét: “ At the time when I had Perfuafion to affitt him in the offices of divine Of his oan 
of Onias 193 ‘“ the honour to ferve your majefties in the} Worthip, and in the fervices of the temple 3 fancy. 
Prolemy and e¢ Garg » I paffed through feveral countries, and | to fay no more of it in this place. 


Cleopatra. ‘ 
<4 
ce 
ce 
ce 
et 
oc 
c 
“ 
ec 
cc 
« 
« 
ce 

Ors bezs sé 

eave co baild ce 

atemple in 

Ezypr, after 

the model of 

that of Jeru- &* 
flem. “ce 


“6 


ce 
4 
cc 
ce 
oe 
ce 
Grounding —«« 
his peti ion ce 
upon the pro~ |, 
phecy of 


Itiah, € 


king, and his quecn Cleopatra (his wife and 
fitter both in onc) exprefied 
of this letter, as will appear by ‘their anfwer 
wherein they difcharged themfelves 
of having any hand in the impious violation 
of the law, and caft the whole blame of it 
upon Onias in thefe terms : 


thereunto, 


King Ptolemy and quecn Cleopatra to Onias, joy 


’ the plain, 


© obferved, th 
Syria, Phenicia, and Leontopolis, in the 
land of Heliopolis, and in feveral other 
Jews had no uniformity in their 


places, the 


temples, and therefore could not 


among them 


fame thing with the Egyptians too, 
fon of the multitude and variety of temples, 
and the diverfity of religions. 


fo much as I 


near the caftle of Bubaftes upon the plain, 


where there 


building near at hand, and plenty of beafts 


appointed fo 
queft, that 


dition, that 
fons 


be more unit 
ter enabled 


‘This is no more than what 
Tfaiah had forctold, 
a holy place in Egypt, and feveral other 
things upon that fubject.” 


It was very 


E have read and confider’d of your 
letters of requeft, wherein you de- 
fire to cleanfe 
temple at Leontopolis ncar Bubaftes upon 
within the jurifdiGtion of Helio- 


polis, andc 


lc in a place fo unclean, and haunted with 
uch varicties of deteitable animals, fhould 
be in any meafure acceptable to God, 
yet for fo much as 


you will give me leave to purge 
and demolith a ruinous temple there, that 
was never confecrated to any deity, and in 
* the place of 
Model of that of Jerufalem, with a dedi- 
cation of it to the moft hig 
prayers be there offer’d up for 
the fatety and profperity of your royal per- 
and family; to the end that ‘all the 
Jews in your dominions ey this means 
¢ 












































at in the provinces of Cele-] Turre happen’d at Alexandria fo fierce and 


the Samaritans that ercéted the temple at Ga- 
rizin, in the days of Alexander the 
about the temple itfelf, and the manncr of 


agree 
worfhipping, that the 


felves about it; and ic is the 
by rea- 
pafs judgment upon the 
The point was this: The 
Jews infifted upon it that the temple at Jeru- 
falem was the only temple extant that was 
warranted and authoriz’d by thz laws of Mo- 
fes. The Samaritans ftood up for the temple 
of Garizin, and both parties by confent re- 


nizance, and fo to 
merits of the caufe. 


Now for 


have found out a certain place 
are great ftore of materials for 
r facrifice, it is my humble re~ 


tration of the king, wit c 
friends, defiring only that council might be 
heard on both fides, and that fentence of death 
might pafs upon the party that fhould : be 
found guilty.  Sabbeus and Theodofius were 
for the Samaritans, and Andronicus the fon of 
Meffalan, for the Jews; binding themfelves 
in an oath on both fides, in the prefence of 
God and the king, to offer nothing in proof, 


it to erect another, after the 


h God, upon con- 


ed among themfelves, and bet- 
to do your majeftics fervice. 
the prophet 
that God would have 


firing that the breach of that oath might be 
made death to the violator of it. The king 
call’d his friends and counfellors about him 
to try the caufe. The Jews of Alexandria 
were mightily troubled, for fear of their ad= 
vocate, and were extremely concern’d to find 
the facred authority of the temple at Jerufa- 
lem, the moft anticnt and noble frame and in- 
ftitution in the whole world, brought into 
ueftion. Upon a debate who fhould fpcak 
firft, Sabbcus and Theodofius gave the prece- 
dence to Andronicus, who opened the caufe, 
and made a deduétion of the fanétity, practice, 
and venerable antiquity of the temple of Jc- 
rufalem, even from the heat original, accord. 
ing to the law; fetting forth the uninterrupted 
fucceffion of the priefthood through all ages, 
with the honour and majefty of the place, as 
it was celebrated from time to time, with the 
magnificence and bounty of all the. kings of 
Afia’; whereas the temple of Garizin, then in 
ueftion, was fo obfcure in all refpects, that 
little more notice was taken of it than if there 
had been no fuch thing. With thefe and the 
like reafonings the king was prevail’d upon to 
give fentence in favour of Jerufalem, and to 
adjudge Sabbeus and Theodofius to death, ac« 
non cording 


remarkable, the picty that the 


upon the reccipt 


and health, 


and purify an old ‘ruinous 


an hardly conecive how a tem- 


But 
you refer yourfelf for 


mitted themfelves to the judgment and arbi- Sg 
his minifters and 


but what was according to the law, and de- 


A quarrel art 


fo feditious a difpute, betwixt the Jews and Alexandria 
* betwixt the 


Jews and Sa- 
Great, maritans, 


about their 
king was forced upon temple and 
an appeal to take the matter into his own cog~ Worhhip. 


The Jews 
ftand up for 
erufalem, 
the other for 
Garizin. 
They refer 
damene 
he kin 
and coun 
to be heard 
on both fides. 


Sabbeus and 
heodofius 


for the Sama- 


ritans, and 
Andronicus 
for the Jews, 
and the guilty 
0 fafter 
death. 


The king 

ives it for 

erufalem, 
and Sabbeug 
and Theeda- 
fius con- 
demn'd to 
abide the pe- 
nalty. 
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an = 5 ryt. 
cording to the conditions of the propotal. Phis 
was the thate or alhirs with the Alexandrian 
Jews in the days of Ptolemy Philometor. 








CHAP. VIL 

iy the death of Denntrius, Alexander marries 
" Chepatra the king of Egypt's daughter , aud 
dces all things Lighly to the honcur of Fouathan. 


F TER the death of Demetrius, (as we 
have faid already) Alexander took upon 
himfelf the government of Syria; and by a let- 
ter to Prolemy Philometor, fent him a propofal 
of a match with his daughter. fuggeiting by- 
the-bye, thacit would be no difhonourable or 
unresfonable thing. after the overthrow of De- 
metrias, and, through God’s favour, the reco- 
very of a kingdom that belong’d to him inthe 
tight of his tather, to receive him into his al- 
Nance. Prolemy was fo well pleas’d wich this 
overture, that he immediately wrote him a Iet- 
ter back again to congratulate him for all his 
victories and fucceifés, and likewife to pro- 
mifé him his davghter in marriage, appointing 
Prolemuis for the place of mecting ; where he 
would waic upon him with his daughter Cleo- 
patra, and there confummate the wedding. 
Prolemy thaid net long alter his own letter, 
buc went direétly to the place with his daugh- 
tir, where he found Alexander, and difpatch’d 
the marriage, with fuch a treafure of gold and 
iilver for her portion as might become the mag- 
nincence of fo great a prince, Jonathan the 
high-prieft was invited by Alexander to the 
wedding, where both the kings bad him wel- 
ecine, with great honour and prefents on both 
tidzs; Alexander appointing him to change his 
habit, and put on a purple robe, and to take 
his place nexe to himfelt upon the throne, com- 
manding alfo the chief of the officers to attend 
him into the heart cf the city, and to make 
pudlick proclamation that no man fhould pre- 
fume, upon his uttermoft peril, cicher to ca~ 
lumniate or accufe him, or otherwife to give 
him any the leaft moleftation. Upon this gra- 
-cious demonftration of efteem the king had 
tor him, his malicious enemies that were come 
thichcr on purpofe to do him. ill offices by de- 
fuming him, fneak’d out of the way for tear 
the mitchicf they meant him fhould fall upon 
their own heads. So particular, in fine, was 
the kindnefs and refpeét tlac Alexander had 
tor Jonathan, chat he reckon’d him among the 
choicctt of his triends. 
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Demetrius Nicanor carries an army into Cilicia. 
Alexander makes Apollonius bis general. Jo- 
nathan the bigh-pricft gives hin an overthrow, 
takes Azotus, and fets..fire to the temple of 
Dirgen. Alexander pretends to blame Apollo- 
ins for it, and coupliments Jonathan.  Pro- 
kemy marches to Alexander's relief. A plot upon 
the life of Ptolemy, who thereupon takes his 
daughter from Alexander, and gives ber to De- 
metrius, who is received by the Antiochians jor 
theiv king. Ptolemy and Demetrius give Alex- 
audcr on vverthrow. Ptolemy dangeroufly wound- 


ed. Alexander’s head feat kinz for a prefent. 
He dies quickly after that fatisfactory fight. 
Fonathaa lays flege to the tower of ferufalein, 
He prefints Lemetrius, and oltaras lirge pri- 
vileges of bint for the Jews. Demetrius dtf- 
charges his arnty without pay, and they full of 
Srom him. 


Demetrius, 
the fonof Da 
metrius, with 
a powerful 
army, falls ia- 
to Cilicia. 

V. 67. 


N the year one hundred and fixty five, De- 
metrius, the fon of Demetrius, cmbark’d 

himfelf with a body of mercenaries that Latt- 
henes had brought him, and pafs’d with them 
out of Crete into Cilicia. Alexander was not 
a little ttartled at the tidings of this expedi- 
tion, fo that he prefently haften’d away trom 
Phenicia to Antioch, to put his affairs in a pof- 
ture of fecurity before Demetrius could get 
thither; committing the government of Ceele- 
Syria, in the mean time, to the care of Apol. 
lonius, who march’d with an army to Jamnia, 
and thence fent Jonathan the high-prictt'a 
{chooling and expoftulatory meflage, to know, 
‘© what privilege he had to live at cafe and li- Apollonius, 
“© berty, and to withdraw himfelf from the ne oo 
*¢ fervice of the publick: and the fcandal (fays foe 
“ he) is laid at my door for fuffering this af- contempru- 
“© front without reducing you to your duty, If ouschallenge. 
“ you are fo brave as you would be thought to V- §9-73- 
© be, come down for fhame out of your hiding- 
‘¢ holes in the mountains, and mect me like-a 
‘© man in the plain field, with your {word in 
*¢ your hand, and caft the iffue of the caufe 
‘© upon that trial. This let me tell you, by 
‘© the way, that I am now at the head of a bo- 
“¢ dy of the choiceft men in the empire, and 
‘¢ men that in feats of arms have ever had the 
“ afcendant cf your anceftors. Wherefore I 
‘¢ dare you once again to give me a meeting in 
“¢ {ome indifferent place, where fwords, not 
*€ ftones, fhall decide the controverfy, and leave 
“¢ che vanquifh’d party no poffibiliry of faving 
* themielves by flight.” 

JonatHaAn was 1o nettled with the infolence pean ae 
of this challenge, that he marched away out eee 
~ < ~ Wit 
of Jerufalem witha feleét band of ten thonfand {9050 choice 
chofen men, and his brother Simon along with men advance 

him; and coming up to Joppa, he encamped f© Joppa. 
there: but Apollonius having a garifon in ¥ 7+ 
the town, they fhut their gates againit him ; 
fo that Jonathan put himfelf in a pofture for an 
affault; whereupon the inhabitants, for fear of ‘Phe inhabi- 
a ftorm, dceliver’d up the place. So foon as tants deliver 
Apollonius underftood that Jonathan was pof- it up. V- 76. 
{cis’d of Joppa, he betook himfelf with three 
thoufand horfe and cight thoufand foot to A- 
zotus, and thence by cafy marches to Joppa; 
where he drew off a little to engage Jonathan 
in the open plain, depending upon his odds of 
horfe to over-power him. Jonathan, upon this, Jonathan 
advanc’d and follow’d Apollonius towards A- gives Apollo- 
zotus ; who, when he found the enemy in a vice battle, 
: , . er. 78-53. 
plain field, turn’d back upon him, and gave: 
him battle. Apollonius had planted a thoufand 
horfe in an ambuth near a brook there, to fall 
upon the cnemy’s rear; which Jonathan was 
well aware of, and without any difficulty pro 
vided againft it: for cafting his men into a 
fquare figure that fronted every way, they were 
ready on all -hands to receive the charge, front, 
flank, and rear, hey foughe it out till co- 
ward evening, when Jonathan-order’d his bro- 
ther Simon, with part of his army, to take his 
time, and charge in upon the enemy’s body 3 
haying given, orders to his own men only ‘to 
receive 
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reccive the darts and arrows of the horfe upon | himfelf had a hand in it. Upon which pre- 

their bucklers, without any other rcfiftance, faumption he contracted a mortal hatred againdt 

They kept themfclves upon their guard, till | him; and he had forfeited the eood-will of 

the enemy had fpent all thcir offenfive arms,’ the people of Antioch beforc, pon the ac- 

without doing any execution; for they fteod | count of the fame Ammonius, who had done 

fo thick and clofe, that their darts fell all up- | chem many indignitics: but at laft he came to The infamous 
on their bucklers, and there was no piercing | an infamous end ; for he loft his lite in thc ha- end of Am- 
them through. The enemy was fo {pent and | bit of a woman, as he was ineaking away to monius. 
tir’d out with this way of fighting, tono pur- | fhife for himfelf under thar difguite, as we | 
pofe, from morning till the afternoon, that Si- | have fhew’d in another place. 

mon took that opportunity of attacking thcir Proremy was by this time fo fick of the re~ 

main body; and was fo bravcly feconded by | lation he had to Alexander, and to thiak of 

his foldiers, that he broke. and put them to the affifttance he had brought him againft De- 
flight. The horfe, upon this rout, betwixt the | metrius, that he prefently took away his daugh- protem 

8 a y calls 
fatigue of the day, and the hopelefs condition | ter from her husband, and ftruck up a league away his 

of the army now the foot was broken, fled | with Demetrius againft Alexander, upon con- daughter 
and difperfed themfelves in the greateft confu- dition of giving him Cleopatra in marriage, foun Alexei 


fion imaginable 5 der, and mar- 
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Jonathan clofely ‘purfuing and putting him in pofleffion of his father’s ries her to 
them as tar as Azotus, killing great numbers | kingdom; who, on the other hand, was well Demetrius, 
of them upon, the chace, and forcing the reft in- | cnough pleas’d with the terms, both of the al- Ver. 12 
to the temple of Dagon there, for fanétuary. | liance and ofthe woman. Burt the pcople of 
But he took the city in the famecheat, fet fire | Antioch had fuch an averfion to Demetrius 
to ic, and to fevcral neighbouring villages; | upon his father’s account, that Prolemy had a 
and burnt them all to the ground, together | hard task of it to perfuade them to receive 
a tneres, With the temple of Dagon irfelf, and all the | that man for thcir king, whom they look’d 
about. people that fled.to it for protection, without | upon as their enemy. Yet fuch was their ha- 
1 Muc. 84. any regard to the religion of the idol or of the | tred however to Alexander upon the fcore of 
place. The number of thofe that were cither Ammonius, and to Amnionius himfelf alfo tor 
burnt, or fell by the fword, was computed to { his own fake, that they were eafily prevail’d 
be a matter of eight thoufand men. After the f| upon to difcharge the city of Ammonius; who 
defeat of this army, Jonathan advanced with | thereupon’ efcap’d into Cilicia from Antioch. 
his troops to Askalon, and pitch’d his tents | Prolemy, upon this, made his entrance intd Prolemy pro- 
before the city, the inhabitants coming out to | the place; where he was faluted, proclaim’d, ¢laim’d king 
him, and treating him with prefents and other} and crown’d king in two capacities, both by of Afia, and 
tokens of hofpitalitry and refpect ; which was | the burghers and the foldiery: that is to fay, Egypt, V-13- 
all taken very kindly, and as an inftance of | in the right of Afia, and of Egypt. But being 
their good-will and affection to him. After | a perfon naturally juft, temperate, and dif- 
this he return’d to Jcrufalem, laden with boo-| crect, he manag’d his bufinefs to the entire 
ty, and victorious, Upon this defeat of Apol-| fatisfaétion of his own people; and likewife 
lonius, Alexander pretended to be wonderful- | without giving any caufe of jealoufy or envy 
ly pleas’d at the mifcarriagc, as a thing done } to the Romans: fo that he forthwith call’d a 
entircly againft his approbation, and without his | general council of the Antiochians, entertain 
privity, and a moft barbarous practice upon a {| Ing them with a difcourfe upon the fubjeét of 
friend and ally: fo that as a mark of the ho- } receiving Demctrius for their king ; with large 
ys Jonathan | our and efteem he had for him, he fent him | affurances on that prince’s part, that the fenfe 
of his victory, 5 : i" ; 2, : 
and treats him @ golden clafp or buckle for a prefent, an-ho- | of the prefent obligation would utterly cxtin- 
with prefents, nour peculiar only to the royal family; and] guifh the memory of all unkindnefs and mif- 
Ver. 88-89. he gave him alfo the government of Accaron. | underftandings gone and paft: befide that I 
Poolemy pal — Lr happen’d at the fame time, that Prolemy | myfelf, fays he, will take care that in rhe ad- 
= ne oe Philomctor, with boch land and fea-forces, | miniftration of the government he fhall not fo 
wack, : came into Syria, to the affiftance of his fon-in- | much -as offer at any thing unworthy of his 
i Macoxi 1-2 law Alexander, where he was received in all} royal dignity and truft, As for my own part, He relinqui- 
places with great honour and 'refpeét according | thc kingdom of Egypt fhall content me abun- thes Afia; and 
and | dantly. Upon this mediation, the whole body Antioch re- 


to the king’s order, fave only in Azotus ; n 
there Ke was entcrtain’d with ‘nothing burla- | of the pcople was prevail’d upon to take De- Spee 


mentable ftories and complaints of the burning | metrius for their king. king. 
of Dagon’s temple, every body exclaiming ‘a-| | ALexaNpeR was at this time ravaging Sy- A Iexanderra- 
gaintt Jonathan as the author of that outrage, | ria, and the country about Antioch, putting vages Syria 

befide the havock he had made in the country |.all things to the extremities of fire and fword, Witha vaftar- 


Jonathan 
routs ai 
pu fuesA pol- 
junius LOAZO- 
tus, purring 
fire ruthe cicy 
and the cem- 
le of Dagon, 
modocher pla- 


Alexander 
prerends a 
deteftation of 
Apollonius 
for what he 
had done ; 
joys Jonathan 


by fire and fword, and the deftruction of a| with a numerous and powerful army that he 5%) 
: , : ; ey eee 5 ._y, Prolemy and 
great many of thcir peoples Prolemy gave |, brou he ont of Cilicia; when Ptolemy, with Demetrius 


only the hearing to thefe-complaints, and that |, his fon-in-law Demetrius (the nuptials being filluponhim, 
Jonathan. was all. Jonathan met him at Joppa, and was | now over) cncounter’d and routed him, forcing 2nd defeat 

Tana reecived with all magnificence and honour.; |jhim to fly to Arabia. It happen’d in that bat~ ey V. 15. 

Pee and after conduéting the king to the river. E~ ‘tle that Prolemy’s horfe, upon a fright-taken day vor of his 


onourably 
receiv'd. V.6. leutherus, he returned to Jerufalem. 


Uron Ptolemy’s coming to the city of Pto- 


Alexander 

Sens lemais, he was within a very litrle of being 
Huscontrive deftroy’d by the treachery of Alexander, which 
the death of ; : * ype 
Prolemy. was manag’d by his friend Ammonius, ‘This 
Ver, 10, practice being difcover’d, he wrote to Alex- 


ander to demand juftice upon him, according 
to his defert; but ‘Alexander’s refuling to dc- 
liver him up, gave him to underitund chat he 





,at the braying of an elephant, catt his rider, life by a full 

and gave his enemies the advantage of giving from his 

him many gri¢vous wounds upon the head hort. 

while he was down; which misfortune would 

certainly have coft him his life upon the place, 

if he had not been luckily refcy’d by a party 

of his guards: but fuch was his condition, 

however, that he lay fpeechlefs for four days, 

without {peaking one word himfelf, or under+ 
ftanding 
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tlinding whit was fuldco him. Upon the fitth |“ written co Laithenes, our truity and well- 

day, when he was coming a little co himielf, beloved coutin, 

% » . * ne at 7 ei =! t 

one Zabclus, an Arabian prince, having cu . ; 
Alewander’s cil Alexander's head, font it to Prolemy, who King Demetrius to bis fathi Lafthenes, 
head cure’, was wonderfully pleaied both with the re- greeiing, 
and perforce! bore of the action, and wich the {pectacle it- site . ; 
Pee ".aeh0) Bur when he had entertain’d his paffion We are fo fenfible of the dutiful and af- Demet as ta 
ere ss aulthenes in 


fectionate return we have from time to time favour of Jo- 
reccived from our triends the Jews, in ac= nithan and 
knowledgment of the goud-will we bear the Jews, 


Sake : arg te Ha 
them, that ic is our good pleafure to give VY: 32-37. 


a while with the fight and thought of a dead 
enemy, he quickly puc_an_ end to that facil- 
The death of faction by dying himfel! This Alexander was 
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Vers. 


he ingrat 





ias the 


Alexander. 


in la 





than 
tend 


> for hi 


Epa cae WW a) 
to Prolemais ; 
where Jona- ; C 
than pacitics lilver, glorious garments, and other precious 
him with ci- 


viltties and 


or De- 


“the citadel of Jerufalem, with a refolution to 





otherwife call’d * Balles. He rcigned about 
five years, as was neted clicwhere. Deme- 
trius, who was known alfo by the name of 
Nicanor, fucecedcd Alexander; a mun of a 
rough rugged temper, as appear’d by his bar- 
barous ulage of Prolemy’s foldicrs, without 
any regard to the obligations and fervices he 
had receiy’d from them, upon the credit of an 
affinity with Cleopatra. ‘Vhe foldicrs had fuch 
an indignation for this ungratetul way of pro- 
ceeding, that they quitted him themfelves, and 
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se 


them fome fignal mark of the efteem we have 
for them: Wherefore we do by thefe pre- 
fents affign the three governments of Aphe~ 
rima, Lydda, and Ramatha, that were ta- 
ken trom the Samaritans, together with all 
the land thereunto belonging, to the ufe 
and advantage of Judea; difcharging like- 
wife the priefts at Jerufalem of all the duties 
by them tormerly allow’d to our forefathers, 
as well upon corn and fruits, as upon falt- 


went away to Alexandria, leaving only the}“ pirs and crown-taxcs, with an cxprefs cau- 
clephants behind them. ** tion and prohibition that nothing of all rhis 
“ re 


















JonaTHan, the high-pricft, having at this 
vs time drawn together all the force he was able 
to raife out of Judea, fer himfelf down before 


“ 
< 
ce 


ditlodge the Macedonian garifon, and the tu- 
gitive Jews that had taken fanétuary there. 
‘lL hey were fo bold and confident inthe ftrength 
cf tke place, that they bid Jonathan, at firit, 
a moit contemptuous dehance; but after a 
while they were glad to fend fome of their 
wicked initruments by ttealth out of the town 
to Demetrius for fuccour. This intelligence 
put him into fuch a chate, that he immediately 
march’d out with his army trom Antioch to- 
ward Jonathan; and upon his arrival at Pro- 
™ lemais, he fent tor him by a letter to come to 
‘Yhim. Jonathan, upon this invitation, took 
‘with him feveral rich gratifications in gold, 


curiofities, and, attended with the pricfts and 
elders, made a compliment of them to Deme- 
trius; the ficge going forward all this while 
neverthelefs. The king’s heart was fo foften’d 
by this generous way of refpect, that he re- 
ceiv’d both the prefents and prefentcrs with 
great honcur, confirm’d and continued Jonathan 
in the pontificate conferr’d upon him by his pre- 
deceflors; and was, upon the main, fo far 
trom giving any credit to the calumny and fug- 
geftions ot the rabble of the fugitive Jews a- 
gunit cheir countrymen, that upon Jonathan’s 
fingle requcft for an abatement of the tribure 
cl Judea, together with the dependencies of 
Samaria, Joppa, and Galilee, to the rate of 
only three - hundred talents upon the whole, 
he caufed this following declaration to be dif- 
patch’d uway upon the firft word, in thcir ta- 
vour. 


King Denetrius to his brother Sonathan, and 
to the whole Fewifo nation, joy and greet- 
ing. 


‘* "Tus is to let you underftand that we have 
‘here fent you the copy of a letter lately 


T 


be exacted from them. for the future. Be 
fure to fend the copy of this letter to Jona- 
than, and to have it hung up in the moft con- 
{picuous place of the holy temple. ? ‘This 


was the {um of the declaration. 


Marrers were now brought into fo quict 


and peaceable a ftate, that Demetrius, flattering 
himiclf into an opinion that there was no 
longer any danger, difcharg’d his army with- 
out their full pay, retaining only a bedy of 
mercenaries that he had gotten together in 
Crete, and other of the neighbourin 
fo that difmiffing his father’s old tro 
out any ftipend, contrary tothe pra 
anceftors, who paid them as well in peace as army for want 
in war, and fo kept them in readinefs to ferve 
‘upon any occafion, he quite loft the hearts of 
his own people. 








CHAP. Ix. 


Tryphon pretends to fet Antiochus upon his fa- 


ther’s throne. Fonathan plies the fiege of the 
citadel, and fends an enforcement to Demetrius 
upon the defection of his army. Demetrius coop’d 
up in bis palace, but reliev'd and fupported by 
Jonathan. The ingratitude of Demetrius. Th ry 
phon fets up Antiochus. Demetrius defeated, 
and beaten back into Cilicia. Jonathan, An- 
tiochus, and Tryphon, obtain a great widlory aq 
Eainft Demetrius. Gaza renders upon articles. 
Demetrius draws his army to Cedafa. Fona- 
than furpriz’d, and bis men leaving him; but 
Mattathias and Judas flood the foock, and rem 
cover'd the day. Fonathan renews a league with 
the Romans and Lacedemonians, The three 
Sects of the Pharifees, Sadducees, and Effeans. 
Simon fortifies Askalon and Foppa. je two 
brothers undertake for the Sortifying of Jerufa- 
fem, Demetrius routed by Arfaces, bis army 
deftroy’d, and himfelf taken prifoner, 


HIS defeétion of the army from Deme- 
trius was fo notorious, that Diodotus, 


* If Voffins fays, it fhould be read Balas, according to the belt copies of Jofephus; and nor Balles or Veles, as 


others have ir. 

t Three hundred § 
pennyweighrs, 
Jeven pence half-penny of our 


yrian talents weighed four thoufind two hundred and feventy feven pounds, four ounces, two 
twelve grains; and were in value worth twelve choufand eight hundred 
j ] moncy; but if the talents here meant are to be underftood 
hundred weighed thirty four thoufand two hundred and eighteen pounds, nine ounces; 
one hundred and ewo thoufand fix hundred and fifty fix pounds, five thillings, 


and thirty two pounds, 
of Hebrew talents, three 
and in value amounted to 
of Englith moncy. 


otherwife 


& iflands : Demetrius 
Ops, With lofes the 
tice of his hearts of his 


of pay. 
Ver, 38. 
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ry phon otherwife called Tryphon, a native of Apa- 
weats “ith mia, and formerly an officer under Alexander, 
Malchus for | paking notice of that mutinous difpofition, ap- 
rhe advancing *, S) F 
‘Audochusthe plied himfelf to Malchus.an Arabian, who was. 
fon of Alex- at that time governor of young Antiochus, the 
ander Co We fon of Alexander, telling him how defperatcly 
teen? ““ the foldicrs were. bént againft Demetrius, and 
*392°** — propofing, that if Malchus would put Antio- 
chus into his hands, he made no doubt of 
getting him reftor’d to his father’s throne. 
Malchus was at firft a little diffident and fcru~ 
pulous; but by the force-of prayers and prei- 
ling inftances, he was in a fhort time drawn 
over to a compliance. °° 
Jonathan | © Jonaruawn’ the -high-prieft laid clofe fiege 
profecutes all this while to the citadel at Jerufalem, 
the fege of With a refolution to clear, not only that caftle, 
the citadel, ? 5 
Ver! 41. bue other ftrong holds alfo in the country, 
where the fugitive Jews fhelter’d themfelves 
in garifon; fo that he fent an embafly to De- 
metrius with more prefents upon this occafion, 
defiring him to withdraw all his men ‘that 
were in any of the fortrefles of Judea ; whofe 
anfwer was, that he was ready to gratify him, 
not only in. that, but in a greater matter, : fo 
foon as ever he could difpatch ‘the prefent 
war, which found him fo much work at that 
time, that he was not at liberty. to do any 
thing elfe; but adjuring Jonathan by all that 
 . was facred in friendfhip, to fend him a fupply 
-of men; for his own troops, he faid, were 
gone over to the enemy. Jonathan foon after 
Jonathan this fent the king a fuccour of three thoufand 
iends Deme- choice men. : 
trius three Ture people of Antioch were fo enrag’d 
es againft Demctrius, both for his father’s fakc 
upon the re- and hisown, that they defir’d nothing more than 
volt of his ar- an opportunity for a revenge ; wherefore upon 
my, Ver. 44. the news of this relief from Jonathan, and 
confidering the hazard of his growing ftill 
ftronger and ftronger, if they were not before- 
hand with him, they betook themfelves to 
: their arms in a hurry, and immediately begirt 
The people the palace with fuch a countenance and pol- 
befet Deme- ture, as if they were juft ready to give the 
care an whe affault. But their chicf bufinefs was rather 
Ge. “to fecure the avenues, and fcize him as he was 
He charges coming out. Demetrius finding himfelf thus 
the enemy, befet, drew_up his foreign mercenarics, to- 
pets beaten octher with Jonathan’s duxiliaries, and made 
. a charge upon the encmy,: but met with a 
{mart repulfe from the numerous enemy, ‘and 
The Jews Was obliged to-retreat. The Jews, upon this re- 
fghtawhile pulfe, retir’d into the palacc, where they 
pepeane ae mounted the battlements; and from thence 
after thar (er With darts and arrows fo gall’d the entmy, 
fice tothe that they forced'them from one houfe to an- 
city. other, without much danger to themfclves. 
The nexe thing they did, was to. fire the city; 
which, being for the greater part of wooden 
he. had done them. © He wrought upon’them 


buildings, and the houles ftandirtg clofe, was 
prefently allin aflame. The inhabicants, find- [fo far by-his advice and reafoning, that they 
ing that the fire was not to be mafter’d, thifted | promifed fupplics; but advancing afterward. 


for themfelves as well as they could, the Jews | to Gaza upon the defign of the fame good of~ 

ftill purfuing them from houfe to houfe, and | fice to Antiochus, he found, to his great ad- 

doing wonderful execution upon them. ‘This{ miration, the gates fhut again{t him, and the Gaza thuts 
The citizens “rout put an end to their fighting; and all| people obftinatcly refolved to abide by Deme- the gates 


ly, and the they had now to do, was to fave their wives|trius. Jonathan took this aflront fo heinoufly, Bain® Jona 
Jews pe and children; but the Jews all this whilc pra oe 


fae that he forthwith divided his army upon ir, 
43. 4?) made advantage of their confufion; and fal-| aflaulting the town with one part, ‘while the 
ling upon them at every turn according co the 


other went up and down to burn and lay wafte | 
king’s order, they killed great numbers of 


the country. The inhabitants of Gaza, after. 
them upon the purfuir, and forced the rcft to} a fhort time, fecing nothing but inevitable de~ 
throw down thcir arms, and deliver them- 
Oooo any 





felves up at mercy. ‘This vi€tory put an end 
fo the war; the rebellion being pardon’d, 
and the booty given to the Jews, whom De- 
metrius fent back again to Jonathan, with a Demetrius ° 
moft honourable teftimony of their valour, ac~ #fcribes his 
knowledging that it was to their courage he mere Ie 

: > . ~ es ae s fuc- 
ftood indebted for that fuccefs; but this fpi- cours,Ver.5. 
rit of gratitude did not poffefs him long ; for The ingrati- 
he did afterward not only break his promife, tude of De- 
but threaten Jonathan with a war, if he fhould ™eTMs Ver. 
not for the future make good thofe tributes to °”” 
himfelf, which the Jews had formerly paid to 
his predeceflors ; and he had done ashe faid 
too, if Tryphon had not diverted him, by for- Tryphon 
cing him to make ufe of that army againft sees Daa a 
himfelf, which he had defign’d againft Jona- crius, in f- 
than, who being now return’d out of Arabia vourofyoung 
intoSyria, with young Antiochus, fet the crown Antiochus, 
upon his head, and by the help of the foldiers *“" 5* 
before fpoken of, who had been defrauded of 
their pay, he made open war upon Demetrius, Demetrius 
worfted him in a pitch’d battle, made himfelf worfted, and 
mafter of his elephants, and of the city of An- dtiven back 
tioch, and fore’d him back into Cilicia, Vox cahcia, 

Anrirocuts upon this refolution fent an The ocictous 
embafly to Jonathan, acknowledging him for kindnefs of 
his friend and: ally,.eftablith’d him in the pon- Antiochus to 
tificate, put him in poffeffion of the four go- oe 
vernments that were aflign’d to Judea, and *°">77>™ 
gave his brother Simon the command of all his 
forces, from "I'yre tothe borders of Sidon; 
prefenting Jonathan over and above, with fe- 
veral drinking cups of gold, purple garments 
with a golden buckle, and the privilege of 
ufing and wearing thcfe enfigns of ftate, adopt- 
ing him alfo into the roll ofhis choiceft friends. 

























































Jonathan was fo fenfible of thefe multiplied Jonathan of 
bounties, and marks of honour he had received fers his fer- 
from Antiochus, that he forthwith difpatch’d Vics, Any 
away an exprefs to Antiochus and Tryphon, Tryphon 
both in one; with a moft affectionate tender againft Deme- 
of his friendfhip and feryice, with all readi- trius, Ver. 60, 
nefs to join againft Demetrius as a common 
enemy 3 reflecting upon him alfo at the fame 
time as the moft ungrateful of men, in return- 
ing fo much evil for fo much good. 

No fooner had Jonathan his commiffion for Jonathan 
‘the raifing of men, but he prefently fell to Tifes mens 

» : : : ote ibid. 
raifing of levics in Syria and Phenicia, and", 
from thence to all the neighbouring towns 
and cities, where he was received with great 
honour in -appeargnce, ‘“but got no foldicrs 
among them. « “Upon his coming afterward to 
Askalon, the people cntertain’d him with for~ 
malitics and prefents, where he took occafion and makes an 
to lay before them, (as he did at other placesintereft for 
in Cele-Syria,) how much it was their intereft Antiochus, ib. 
and their duty to take up-arms againft Demc- ; 
trius for Antiochus, having ‘fo fair an oppor-~ 
tunity to be revenged of him for the injurics 


ftruétion before their cyes, no appearance of 








a a . 
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any relic! from Demetrius; nor, in truth, fo 
much as the hopes of any at fo remote a dil- 
tance, they came 2t lait, laying things toge~ 
ther, to centult their necethties, and upon ic- 
Uportecond cond choaghts judg’d it moit advifable to make 


thacghts they a feafonable and a fubmillive application to 
Jonathan by their deputies, who were as trank- 
ly received on the other hand into his interett 
and friendthip. It were better if men would 
govern themfelves by a protpect of the reafons 
aod confequences of things betorchand, and 
to do what they ought to do willingly, before 
they Game to be fore’d to it; but fome people 
are altogether for the atter wit, that comes 
by. wotul experience. Jonathan, in fine, ‘ac- 
cépted of their propofals and hottages, and fo 
fent them away to Jerufalem, pafling himfelf 
through the country to Damafcus. 
Demeraivs in the mean while had a ftrong 
army encamped before * Cedafa upon the bor- 








a Moxa. 





a ee ers of Tyre and Galilee, with a defign to 
Cedita,V.6; draw Jonathan out of Syria by way of diver- 


fion, to the afliftance of Galilec, upon a pre- 
fumption chat he would leok to his own coun- 
try in’ the firft place; but this did not hinder 
Jeazhan zd Jonathan from advancing with all the fpeed 
sronard h> Could to encounter him, leaving his brother 
Simon behind him in his abfence to take care 
of Judea, Simon at the fame time, with 
what men he could get together out of that 
54 country, marched ‘up to Bethfura, and affaule- 
o2 8#3¢KS ed ir, though accounted the ftrongeft and moft 
45 °5> detentible place in all Judea, and in the hands, 
as we have faid betore, of the faction of De- 
metrius. So foon as the garifon found them- 
felves fo prefs’d with works and engines, that 
the place feem’d to be in fome danger, they 
fent a meflenger to Simon, cnly tor leave to 
quit the place, and, without any molcftation or 
violence, {ree liberty to march away to De- 
metrius. They were brought to thele terms, 
by the apprehenfion of being all put to the 
{word, it the place were taken by force. Si- 
mon granted them their own conditions, and 
put ancther garifon in the place of what was 
there betore. 

Jonaruan at this time moving from the 
place in Galilee, near the lake of Genezcr, 
where he had firtt encamped, advanced into 
the plain of Afor, not in the leaft fufpecting 
any enemy upon that quarter; but a party of 
Demcetrius’s having gotten intelligence of his 
dclign the day before, plac’d an ambuth under 
a mountain, and marched toward him with 
their body in the plain field. So foon as Jo- 
nathan faw them in order of battle, and ready 
to make a charge, he gave his men the beit 
orders he could in fo fhort a time, how to go- 
vern themfelves in the a€tion ; but when the 
Jews came to difcover the ambufh, they curn’d 
a _ their backs immediately, for fear of being 
bath, and his , . 7 
troop fartake COOp'd up betwixt the two bodies, and all 
him, Ver. 6y.cut off, The terror was fo general, chat Jo- 
nathan had hardly a man to ftand by him, fa- 
Ving only two captains of his guards, Matta- 
thias the fon of Apfalom, and Judas the fon 
of Chapfeus, who, wich a band of fifty brave 
fellows, ftood their ground, and made fo def- 
Perate a charge upon the cnemy’s front, that 
they fought rather like mad men than foldiers. 


* Apoc. Cades, 







leaves 
to take care 
: Judea, 





and rakes it 
upon condi- 
tions, ibid. 


Jovachan falls 
inte an am- 


Martarhias 
and Judas, 
with fifty 
choice men, 
give a ftand 
to the whole 
army, V. 70. 
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Book XIII, 


of The deferters 
rally upon ir, 


ot 


Jonathan’s deferters finding the foldiers 
Demetrius in confufion, and almoft ready to 1} Guveaie 
run away, made hatte and rallicd 5 and talling days Vcr as 
in upon them afrefh, kill’d a matcer of two 74, a 
thoufand upon the place, put to fight the reft, 
and purfucd them to Cedafa, up to their very 
tents, f 

. Jonatuan, after this glorious victory, re- Jonarhan’s 
turned to Jerufalem; and in this height of his embafly to 
fuccedfes {ent his ambatladors to Rome, with Home ane 
a commiffion to renew an alliance with them, Skee 
and with orders to go to Lacedemon in their jet of sn al- 
return, upon the fame account. Jonathan’s liance,1 Mac. 
Propolals were entertain’d, and his ambafladors *""-*> * 


-honourably treated, and difpatch’d away with 


letters recommendatory to the kings of Eu- 

rope and Afia for their fafe paflage. They 

called likewife upon the Lacedemenians, in i 
their way back again, and prefented them with 
letters, as follows: 


Fonathan the high-prieft, and the elders of the 
nation, the pricfis, and other people of the fews, 
unto the > ephori, the fenate, and the people 
of the Lacedemonians, their brethren, fend 
greeting. ° 


F you are well, both in your perfons, Jonathan's 
and in all-your affairs, publick and pri- Ietter to the 


‘« vate, we are fo too; for we rejoice in your Lacedemo- 
“ : nians, Ver. 
well-being. 6--18 


“ Wuereas we find in a letter of a date 
‘(long fince paft) from Arius your king, to 
Onias our high-pricft, and prefented to him 
by Demoteles, (a copy whereof we fend 
you here enclofed,) importing a near affi- 
nity of blood betwixt.us; and whereas it 
appeareth alfo by the teftimony we then 
“* render’d to Arius himfelf, by the hand of 
the faid Demoteles, with what joy we rc- 
ceived the intimation of fuch an alliance in 
that letter ; (not as a new thing to us neither, 
tor we find mention made of it in the holy 
{cripture:) this isto let you underftand, that 
we fhould have put in our claim to the ho- 
nour of your friendfhip before this, but that 
we were not willing to prevent you in the 
glory of leading the example. You may te 
pleaicd to take notice, however, that from 
“¢ the firft ratification of an amity betwixt us 
to this day, we have never forgotten you in 
our praycrs to God for your profpcrity, 
health, and victory over all your enemics; 
« and we have been as tender likewife in all 
our fuflerings and diftrefles, under the vex- 
atious perfecution of our covetous and am- 
bitious neighbours, not to involve, cither 
yourfelyes, or any other of our friendly 
allics, in our troubles; but‘our circumftances 
* being now calicr, and our wars, by God’s 
** providence, over, we have fent Numenins, 
“© the fon of Antimachus, and Antipater, the 
* fon of Jafon, béing fenators and men of ho- 
*€ nour, to thc Romans, and with letters alfo 
* to yourfelves for the ftrengthening and re- 
“ newing of a friendly underftanding beewixe 
us. You may be pleafed to return us what . 
anfwer you fhall think mect, and to let us * 
* underftand wherein we may be ufeful to 
* you; ina full truft arid confidence, that you 





t ‘The Ephori, of whom there were commonly five in number, were magiftrates of the Tuacedemonians, who 
were fo great a curb to their kings by their power of interceding, or negutive voice, thar at laft they became as 
formidable to them, as the Roman tribunes did to the nobility. Sce Nep. Paufan, 


st fhall 


‘| 


‘ confirm’d by 
acknowledging the friendfhip and alliance be~ | 


“than, and 





Chap. IX. 
a “ fhall find us ever ready to ferve you in all 
“ offices of affection and ref{pect.” 


Tse Lacedemonians not only gave the Jew~ 
ith ambafladors a courteous and honourable re~ 
ception, but a memorial likewife, made and 
publick authority, ceftifying and 


twixc the two ftates. 

Tue Jews were at this time divided into 
the Jews, Pha- three fects or faétions, upon the fubject of fate 
vices, Sadda- 2nd free-will. ‘The three parties were Phari- 
ces, and Et fees, Sadduces, and Effenes. The Pharifees 
held that men were’ cocnluded under a fatality 
in fome cafes, and left at liberty in others, 
either to do, or not to do, as they pleafed. 
The Sadduces did not allow of any fatality 
at-all, in what cafe foever; but that every 
man has ic in his own power to make his con- 
dition better or worfe, according as he takes 
right or wrong meafures; whereas the Effenes, 
on the other hand, acknowledg’d .no other 
power than that of an over-ruling deftiny, 


Of the three 
fects among 


fenese 


working according to the predeterminations of 


an irrefiftible fate: but we have fpoken more 
See the hifto- particularly*to this point in our hiftery of the 


ry at ee _ Jewith wars, B. ii. 
Bu ec Demerrtius’s commanders were now’ ad- 


Demetrius’s vancing toward Jonathan, at the head of a 


troops march betcer army than they had before, in hopes of 


toward Jons- rerrieving the reputation they had loft by their 
g. late overthrow; but Jonathan having intelli- 
vances to op- gcnce that they were approaching, made. all 
pofethem, the hatte he could to mect them at Amathis, 
1 Mac. xii. with a refolution to oppofe their paffage into 
Bayo Judea, encamping himfelf within. * fifty fur- 
longs of the enemy, and fending fcouts abroad 
for difcovery how they were pofted, and which 
way they bent their defign. Upon the return 
of the {pics with the beft information they 
could get, and fome prifoners thcy had taken 
that’ night, Jonathan found that the defign 
hath intel- was to furprize him in his quarters; fo’ that 
abence oe he put every thing immediately into a pofture 
S Po uae Of defence, planted his watches and out-guards 


up his quar- < ° 
tet Vo nea to the beft advantage, and kept his men in 


Jonathan a 


Jonathan 


the whole matter beforehand, to the end that 
.if they fhould be attack’d, they might not be 
furpriz’d, When the officers of Demetrius 
came to underftand that the plot was difco- 
ver’d, ic put them to their wits end what to 
do nexe ; for their ftratagem being difappoint- 
ed, they were not in a condition to encounter 


him by open force. Upon this pinch they 
But the ene- could find no better fhift than to flip away by 
See bi night, and under the countenance of fevcral 
night,Ver.28, fites, to cover their retreat. The next morn- 
29. ing by dawn of day Jonathan march’d up 
Jonathan’ = with a refolucion to force the camp; when 
“toils after finding it abandon’d, he potted away after the 
cannot over; Ugitives as faft as he could, but to no purpofe; 
tke them, for they had gotten over the river Eleuthcrus, 
Ver. 30. into a place of fafety, before he could reach 


He ravages them. He took his courfe next into Arabia, 
Arubia,V. 31. ravaged the country of the Nabatheans; took 
a.great many cattle and prifoners, and fold 
them at Damafcus, : 

Simon Simon at the fame time took a progrefs 
Reet to ‘ through Judea and Palcftinc, as far as Aska- 
fier Tapes, lon, where he garifon’d all places of defence ; 
’ and after fortitying and fecuring the country, 


fecuring al 
& he goes, marched to Joppa, took pofleffion of the place, 


en 33, 
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arms and in heart all that night; telling them 











ieee See Se ee eat 
* Fifty furlongs were about. fix Englifh miles and a quarter. 
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and clapt a ftrong guard upon it, to keep the 
inhabitants in awe, that would otherwife have 

betray’d the town to Demetrius. 

Marrers being in this difpofition, Jona- Jonathan and 
than and Simon returned to Jcrufalem, where Simon fortify 
the high-prieft fummoning the. people together * ie. oS 
into the temple, put them upon repairing the ee se 
ruinous walls, both of the city, and thofe”” = 
about the holy place; fortifying them, upon 
the main, with high and fubftantial towers; 
advifing them alfo to creét another wall to cut 
off all communication betwixt the caftle and 
the city; recommending it to them, over and 
above, to put good garifons into other conve- 
nient places up and down, and keep the coun- 
try in a defenfible condition. ‘The people 
were highly pleafed with the reafons of all 
he faid;~ fo that he made it his own province 
to take care of the city, and committed the 
reft to his brother. 

Demerrius, being gotten over the river, 
advanced into Mefopotamia, with a defign of 
making himfelf mafter, not only of the coun- 
try, bat of Babylon itfelf; propofing alfo, up- 
on the reducing of the upper provinces, to 
make that quarter the feat of the war; for 
the Greeks and Macedonians thereabouts had 
fent him feveral embaffies and invitations to 
come over to them, with affurances, that upon 
his appearing, they would range thenifelves 
under his obedience, and affift him with their 
arms againft Arfaces the king of Parthia. 
Encouraged by thefe hopes Demetrius moved 
immediately toward them, concluding it-would 
be an eafy matter to beat Tryphon out of Sy- 
ria, after one home blow given: to the Par- 
thians, In the ftrength of this confidence Demetrius 
Demetrius pofted away immediately towards makes war 
him, and_was received upon his arrival by the atic 
People of that country, with all the cheer+ ay and ae Sa 
fulnefs imaginable, where he put himfelf at ken prifoner, 
the head of a brave army, and made war up- 1 Mac xiv. 
on Arfaces; by whom he was uttcrly routed, ‘73 
his whole army deftroy’d, and himfelf taken 
prifoner, as we have faid tormerly in another 
place. 


nectar ener 
CHAP. X. ; 


Demetrius being made prifoner, Tryphon afpires 
to the crown, by removing Fonathan and Anti- 
ochus. He works upon Fonathan’s credulity, 
and moft villanoufly betrays him; makes hint a 
prifoner in Ptolemais, and cuts off a thoufand 
of his people. 


HIS mifcarriage of Demetrius put an end Pye gy) of 
| to ‘Tryphon’s pretended faith and’ alle- Demetrius 
glance to Antiochus: his bufinefs being now encourages 
only to confider how he might remove his maf- co te 

ter out of the way, and fet up for himfelf. 7 Pie" 

2 >. him{elf, 
This could not be cficéted, he thought, fo long 1 Muc. xii. 39, 
as Jonathan (a true fricnd to Antiochus) was 
In a condition to oppofe it: fo that the firft His plot up- 
thing to be done, was to contrive how to take on the life of 


off Jonathan. -'T hich. Sear Jonathan to 
I o which.end he went from She dairies 





‘Antioch to Bethfan, Greek, Scythopolis) tion of An- 


where he found Jonathan with forty thoufand tiochus,Ver. 
choice men, ready at hand to ferve him in cafe 42--45. 

of need. ‘Tryphon, finding him in this ftrength 

and pofture, made ufe of prefents and fair words 


to inveigle and impofe upon him, when he faw 
fonien een te eeeneneienman etree eae ey 


> 


there 

















Ao meer ae es, 
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there Was no geed to be done by downright, our in their conjecture: for fo foon as they 

Tryphen be- toree. He oie itdn charge to his officers, to | came afterward to hear that Jonathan was put 





trays Jaw pay the fame refpect and obedience LO Jona- 
than thatthey did to himfelf: propounding, 
by thefe ways of infinuation, to cover the trea- 
chery ‘of his talfe heart, and to create in him 
fuch a trait and confidence as might probably 
expofe him, for want of caution, to a mortal 
credulicy and furprize.  Paffing from one thing 
to another; till at Jatt, in regard all things 
were now at peace, he faid, and the war at an 
end, he put it into Jonathan’s head to difcharge 
his armv, as a burden there was no occalion 
for; but itill adviting him cto retain a compe- 
tent guard about his perfon, and that they 
might go together to Prolemais, for he was 
refolved to put him in pofleffion of that city, 
and all che fortrefles thereabouts; ‘* for (fays 
“ he) I am now come hicher on purpoie to 
“ deliver thofe places into your hands.” Jo- 
nathan was too innocent to fufpeét fo bafe a 
villany ; infomuch that caiting himfelf wholly 
upon the finccrity and good faith of Tryphon, 
he difmiis’d his army, all but three thoufand. 
men, whercot he Ictt two in Galilee, and car- 
ry‘d the third along with him in company with 
_ Vrvphon to Prolemais. He wasno fooner en- 

‘ter'd the town with his people, but che inha- 
bicants,, according co ‘their inftructions, fhuc 
their gatcs upon him, took Jonathan alive, and 
cut off all his foldicrs, every man of them. 
Purt of the army was afterwards fent to Ga- 
lilee, with an intent to maflacre the other two 
thoufand there, as they had done their fellows; 
but they having timely notice of their treachery 
to Jonathan, betook themfelves to their arms 
immediately upon the report, and fo made 
their efcape. ‘Tryphon’s foldiers were fo well 
fatify’d in the refolution of thefe men as to the 
contempt of death and danger, that they let 
them go off without any interruption; and fo 
return’d back again as they came. 


than wudera 
mask of 
friendflup, 
1 Mac xa, 


go-48. 


ot 








CHAP. XL 


Tryphon kecps Fonathan a prifoner, and Simon 
Supplies bis command. He turus the ink abitants 
of Foppa cut of the town. Tryphon enters Fu- 
dea, and coffers to fet Fonathan at literty for a 
Sum of money and hoftages, Simon delivers the 
money and the heftages; but Trypbon breaks 
faith with him, and orders Fonathan to be put 
todcath. The people chufe Simon unaninoufly 
to fucceed him. He demoliftes Gaza, Foppa, 
Fannia, and the citadel of Ferufalem 3 laying 
the very mountain it flood upon "under the com- 


amd of the temple, 
ie E news of Jonathan’s imprifonment, 
and the maflacre of the people that at- 


tended him; the lofs, in finc, of fo great a 


Jersfilem in 
lorrow and 
confternation 


PGi man, and a perfon fo neceflary to the peu 
ment and dif- both for his valour and conduét, ftrack the in- 
after, V. 52. habitants of Jerufalem,. not only with an in- 


conlolable affliction, out of the love they bore 
him, but with a terrible apprchenfion over and | 
above, of the mifcries they lay expos’d to in 
the confequence of his death: even to the ha- 
zard of the whole nation, by Ietting loofe thofe 
cnemics upon them, on this occafion, that 
ftood in awe of them before. This was the 
thing they fcar’d; and they were not much 


to death, their neighbours all affociated againit 

them, as men without ahead, and utterly del- 

ticute; the general being loft, and no other 

commander qualify’d to exerciic his charge. . 

Nay, Tryphon himfelf got an army together Try pton 

to make an inroad with it upon Judea. But prepares for 

Simon obferving what a confternation the peo- #9 meurfion 

ple were in, for i¢car of new broils, and out ple Jae, 
See : aC. X1ii, 

an affe¢tionate zcal to keep up their hearts a- ,_, 

gainft the practices of Tryphon, he call’d the 

people together, and addretfs’d himfelf to them 

in the following manner: 

‘¢ I neep not tcll you, (fays.he) my friends Simon ani- 

and countrymen, how vigoroufly and frankly aaa the 

I mytelf, my father, and my brethren, have fOvRG SS. 

‘expofed ourfelves to the uttermoft difficul- lee 


ce 
“ee 
cc 
ce 


? 1 their liber- 
tics and hazards for our common liberty ; tics,and offers 


“ fo that it is no new thing in our family, to piaeli tye ; 
* lay down our lives in the defence of our Vor ool 
ce 9 4s 


laws and our religion; neither am I fo in- 
fenfible of the authority of thefe domeftick 
examples, as to be wrought upon by any ter- 
ror to the facrificing of my honour and my 
duty, fer the faving of my life... Wherefore, 
without‘ lcoking any tarther for a leadér, 
you have a man here before you, that is ° 
ready to do or to fuffer. all things that are 
great and glorious; for your prefervation 
and weltare; do but you only follow where 
I fthall lead you. I do not reckon myfelf 
to be better than my brethren, neither do I 
vaiue my life at a higher rare than they 
have done theirs before me; nor am I fo de- 
generate, as to think of faving that life*by 
cowardice, when my country and my reli- 
gion are at ftake; which our tamily has ever 
accounted as the moft heroical of their ad- 
ventures, to part with upon the fame occa- 
fion. No, nd, my friends and brethren, ir 
fhall never be faid that I have derogated 
from the dignity of our family. I make no 
doubt at all yet, but that God in his good 
time will, cven by my hand, avenge you 
upon the heads of your cnemies; deliver 
you, with your wives and children, from 
your oppreflors, and vindicate the holy tem- 
ple againit all the abominations and violcn-- 
ces of your malicious perfecutors. And what 
is it, in fine, that encourages this prefent 
confedcracy againft you, but that they look 
upon you as fheep without a fhepherd; thar 
is to fay, ‘an army without a leader?” 
Tue multitude were fo inflam’d at this 
fpeech and declaration of Simon, that they 
prefently took courage and confidence upon 
it; fufpended their fears, and reviv’d their {pi- 
rits with the hope of better things: fo that 
they all cried out with one voice, “* None fo 
‘¢ fit as Simon to fucceed to the command of fyands in Jo- 
“ his brave brothers, Judas and Jonathan ; and nathan’s place 
“ therefore let Simon.be our gencral, and what. Ver. S. 

“© ever he commands fhall be obey’d.” ‘'he 
new gencral got as many of his people toge- 
ther as were fit to bear arms, and fo fell to 
work upon. the walling of the city, and the 
fortifying of it with flrong'and ftatcly towers; 
and that being over, he jent Jonathan the fon 
of Abfalom, a particular fricnd of his, to Jop= tants of Jop- 
pa, with order to turn the inhabitants out of pa turn’d our 
the town, for [car they fhould deliver ic up to of town, for 
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Simon com- 


The inhabi- 


Tryphon: while he himfelf continued at Jeru- A oe ae 
falem to look tothe city, Trypho te 


TRYPHON Ver. 14. 


Chap. XI.‘ the Antiquities of the Jews. = 33 


Try phon TrypHon_was now upon his march with a and himfclf, one for each: a work fo wonder- 
marches int© prear army from Prolemais; and coming into} ful, both for the ftate and beauty of it, that 
Judes, and Judea, he bronghe Jonathan with him inbonds. | it is yet to be feen, and hath the repucation of 
rakes JOM8- Simon met him with his troops near the city | a celebrated piece even to this day; 


an along = . 
aah himin of Addida, upon a mountain that overlooks the Tuts may fuffice to ihew the care and zeal 
of Simon in doing right to the honour of his 


bonds, ,. plain. When Tryphon came to underftand that 5 
family, by fo magnificent 2 monument; and 


sMac:*1-12+ the Tews had chofen Simon for thcir general, 
he fent meflengers to him to try if he could | moft particularly to the memory of Jonathan Ts h ; 
Tryphon of circumvent him alfo by atrick. And fo he| who had now governed the people in the qua- In que 
fers Jonathan fene him word, that if he had a mind to have | lity both of prince and of high-prieft for the people as 
{pace of four years, his brother Simon, by thie prince and 


his liberty for his brother Jonathan difcharg’d, let him fend | fpa 5 
aa hundred him a * hundred talents of filver, and two fons | univerfal fuffrage and confent of the people, hish-prieft 
= ) for four years, 


5 of fil- ae de 5 ‘ 7 : 
talents two Of Jonathan along with it for hoftages, that! fucceeding him. In the firft year of his pro- simon thee 


cy and two F : s : 
of his fons in When he fhould be fet at liberty, he fhould| motion, he deliver’d them from the tributes he ceeding him. 
formerly paid to rhe Macedonians; and this 


holtage, not feduce Judea from their allegiance to the 
Ver. 14-16- king; Tryphon fuggefting that he was now to| was in the ycar 170, from the coming of Sé- 
be kept in cuftody, only till the king’s moncy | leucus Nicanor to the kingdom of Syria. Now 
Simon had gain’d fo great an eftecm and autho- 


fhould be paid. Simon knew well enough 

there was a cheat in it: but confidering, on|rity among the people, that they dated their 

the one hand, though he run the danger of lo-| writings, as well private-as publick, in fuch 

fing the money without obtaining his brother’s | or fuch a year of Simon the governor of thé .. 

releafe, befide the delivery of his fons to the} Jews, with this addition, And the mott defer- Simon the 
mercy ofanenemy, yet there occurred difficul-| ving patron of the nation. For‘under his ad- ae pareon of” 
miniftration all things fuccceded well, both iri the nation, . 


tics on the other hand no Jefs perplexing; for he 
was afraid that upon his denial of the money for} war and peace, by the advantages be brought Ver. 42 
to his friends, and by the victory he obtain’d 


a ranfom, or the fons for hoftages, he fhould be 
Simon fuf- branded with the calumny of his brother’s| over the common enemy ; deftroying the cities 
pectstreach- death, Upon this deliberation, he cali’d a] of Gazara, Joppa, and Jamnia; laying the He lays Gaaa- 
ery, Ver 17- il, to T ’s demands; giving | citadel of Jerut: ith’ pic OPE Ss 
council, told them Tryphon’s ds; giving of Jerufalem level with the ground; Jamnia, and 
his opinion alfo beforehand, that there was and taking it moreover into his care, how to the tower of 
treachery in the bottom: but intimating. how-| prevent the fame inconveniences again for the Jervfilem all 
ever, that it, would be better to fend both the | time to come: that is to fay, by putting ic out 7 rubbifh, 
of condition of either annoying the rown, or ‘4 os: 


moncy and the fons, at a venture, thai to in- 
cur 4 fufpicion, upon not hearkening to Try- j of ferving for a place of proteétion to fugitives 
and rebels. In order to this end, he gave his 


phon’s conditions, of being Icfs zealous than : 
advice for the digging up and plaining of the 


Tryphon he ought to be for the fafcry of his brother, 
takes che mo- So the refolution was taken to fend both: tho’ | mountain itfelf that the caftle ftood upon, fo as 
to leave the temple upon the advantage of the 


ee the Tryphon, after he had receiv’d them, broke 
holtages, and his’ faith, and refufed to releafe Jonathan; {higher ground. Upon this confideration, he 
call’d a congregation, and laid before them 


keeps Jona- . . : 
ranging up and down with his army, and rava- 
what damage they had already fuffer’d from 


— than ilk a a J 
prifoner, - ging the country, till he came at laftto Dora, a. 
this caftle, and what Inconvyenicnces they might 
reafonably cxpcét from it over again for the 


Ver.19- city of Idumea, with an intention tomake that 
his way to Jerufalem; Simon keeping up with 
time to come, if ever it fhould fall into the 
hands of an enemy prince. ‘This plain and .* 


him itil! wherever he went, camp againft camp. 
The citadel WiLe Tryphon was upoa the way, word 

fhort way of reafoning wrought fo effectually 
upon the multitude, that they were prefently, 


of ferufatem was brought him from Jerufalem, that the ga- 

is hard pref- yifon wasfore diftrefs’d ‘for want of provifions, 

fed, Vi2t and that they defir’d he would immediately | one and all, for demolifhing the mountain. . 
They fell immediately to work upon it, and Bee 


Tryphon de- haften to their relicf. Upon this intelli ence, 
fgns tore- he order'd his horfe to be in readinefs, for he | ply’d it fo hard night and day for three years Oia itfelf chat 
heve it; but would march without any delay to their fuc- | iucceffively, without intcrmiffion (doing duty the cattle. 
ae hy cour; but there fell fo great a fnow that night, } by turns) that in the end, by the jorce of: in- ftood upon, 
fof fan that the ways were all cover’d and impafla- | defatigable labour, they brought it under the for the tecu- 
command of the temple. temple thE . 





















of fnow, 


Ver. 22. ble, cipecially for horfe. Upon this difap- 
pointment he dccamp’d, and went back to 
Cele-Syria; and pafling through the country 

Tryphon ' of Galaad, caufed Jonathan, near the city of 

anata Bafca, to be flain, and buricd there: and from 

Ver.23, thence he return’d to Antioch. . Simon took 

Simon orders Care however to remove Jonathan’s bon¢s to 


ee fe his father’s fepulchre at Modin, with the fo-| Antiochus Soter; and he makes war upon Try- 
urning tor lemnity of a publick mourning, where he crec- 


him, and a 4 : ae phon, and overthrows him in a pitch’d battle, 
glorious mo- t¢d a glorious monument of white polith’d mar-! ‘cha/es him out of Syria, and befieges him in 


mment, and ble to the honour of his oy It was raifed Dora. He makes @ league with Simon the high- 
ven pyra- upon an eminence that overlooks the whole} — prie/, who affifts him in the frege. spe Lets 








CHAP. XIDL 


Tiyphon murders Antiochus, and is chofen king, 
Fis foldiers go over to Cleopatra, who marries 





vere re _ country therealouts , and encompaticd : with away to Apinia, where he is taken and flain. 
arched walks, refting upon admirable pillars, ft ; ; 
cach of one entire ftone." He raifed alfo feven OON after the taking Demetrius Nicanor Tryphon 


’ pyramids for his father, mother, four brothers, prifoner, Tryphon fecretly murder’d his eral ee 
* An hundred Jewith talents weighed eleven. thoufind four hundred and fix pounds, three ounces; and in value death, 
amonnted to thirry four thoufand two handred and eighteen pounds, fifteen fhillings, of our money. “ 
+ Scaliger, in his nores upon Eufebius, fiafpedts this place to be corrupted in the original; and corrects it fo as, 


to make Jonathan dic, in the fourteenth year of his pontificate, and when he had’ governed the nation cightecn 


years, ‘ 
‘ P PPP pupil 


FLAVIU 
pupil Antiochus, the fon of Alexander, (whom I 
thew treated with divine honours) in the fourth 
year of his guardianthip, giving ic out that it 
was only an unlucky accident in his exerciles, 
in- thac brought him to his end. While this ru- 
mour Was treth, Tryphon made an interett 
among the foldiery, by the torce of friends 
and money, to diipote them coward the choice 
ot himfelf tor their nexe governor, —Deme- 
trius, they iaid, was a prifoner co the Par- 
thians, and Antiochus would never forget the 
deferters of his brother. By chis artifice of 
infinuation, ‘Tryphon prepar’d his way to the 
crown ; and there needed not much argument 
in the cafe, when ali people judg’d it would 
be the making of every man’s fortunc, that 
fhould gisc his voice tor the making of this 
man king; fo that they advane’d him to the 
throne without any more ceremony. This 
elevation made a difcovery of that ill-nature 
in him, now he was a king, which he had 
concealed all this while in the capacity of a 
private man, the better to compafs his ends by 
ditlembling with the people. So foon as cver 
he had gain’d his point, the mask was taken 
“ane otf} and he fhew’d himtelf to be a true Try- 
:, phon (or a ditlolute wretch) in his manners, 
; ye, as Well as in his name; and his adverfarics 
“ Jaid hold of it very much to his difadvantage ; 

for the foldiers grew guickly weary of his 
hamour, and went over to Cleopatra, the 
“the Wite of Demetrius who had then fhut up her- 
ml. felf in Scleucia with her children, while An- 
tiochus, (otherwife called Soter, and the bro- 
ther of Demetrius,) went skulking up and 
down from place to place, and fcarce any bo- 
dy daring to receive him, tor fear of Tryphon. 
Now Cleopatra, what with the encourage- 
ment of the military men that deferted him, 
the inftance and perfuafion of friends, and the 
apprehenfion fhe herfelf had of the Sclcucians 
giving up the town.to Tryphon, fhe fent a 
mefienger to Antiochus, with a propofal of 
marriage, and a tender of her kingdom to 
‘ him, as well as of her perfon. Antiochus 
forthwith embraced the propofition ; and upon 
clofing with Cleopatra on thofe terms, the peo- 
ple came in to him in fuch numbers, that in a 
thert time he was mafter of a marching army, 
and made war upon Tryphon, overcame him 
in a battle; and beating him out of Syria, pur- 
fued him to Phenicia, begirting him ac Jatt in 
‘Dora, a very ftrong and a well-fortified hold. 
of Fle fent ambatladors alfo to Simon_the high. 
prictt of the Jews, upon a treaty of amity and 
alliance, who frankly accepted of his terms, 
and foon after fent him a fupply of provifions 








Lis chofen 
> 












Sorter, 
erof 









Antiochus 
drives Try- 
phon our of 
Sy : 2 Nae. 











XML 
A de. 
ailtance be- 
twist Deme- 


trius asd Sa 





nNoO3. ° . ° 7 
and monics for'the carrying on of the fiege, 
which was a fervice at that time fo acceptable 
to Antiochus, that he look’d upon him as the 
beft friend he had in the world; but Tryphon, 
in the end, made an cfeape out of Dora, and 

Tryphon fled a ‘ 

taken and cd to Apamia, where the town was taken, 


and himfelf flain, after he had held the go- 
vernment three years. 


lain, 


S JOSE 





PHUS of Book XTIT. 


CHAP. NII , 
The treachery of utiochus againft Simon, who 
Sil! gets the better of him contracis a anew 
alliance with the Rouans, aid fettles the go- 
Verninent in peace. 
N TIOCHUS being naturally cove- Cendebeus 


tous, and confequently ungratctul, .was marches with 
an army 

againft Simon, 
Ver. 38 





now fo far tfrom’acknowledging the good of- 
fices Simon had donc him, that he fene an ar- 
my under the command ot Cendebcus, to lay 
Judea watte, and to feize upon his perfon. 
The fenfe of this perfidions indignity put the 
good old man fo far out of patience, that for- - 

getting the infirmities of his age, he marched 
immediately at the head of anarmy with che 

refolution of a hero.in the prime of his youth 

and vigour, to engage the enemy; fending 

his fon before him with fome of his choicett 

troops, and himfclf following by feveral ways 

with the reft, planting his ambufhes every 

where up and down in the avenues, and all 

things fucceeding to his heart”s content; for _ 

he had ftill the better of it upon every en- Simon baffles 
counter; rencw7d his league with the Romans, oe 
and liv’d at peace afterward all the days of eC 


ee aS ters, "1 Mac. 
his life. xvi. S--10, 


THe renews a 
league with 
the Romans, 
and after that 


CHAP. XIV. ' 
lives at peace, 


Ptolemy treacheroufly murders his father-in-law \ yiac. hiv 
Simon. He feizes his wife aad two children 5 16--19. 
Fobn (call’d Hyrcanus) the third, efcapes to 
Ferufalem, where he is receiv’d aud protcéted, 
and Ptolemy denied cutrance. 


HEN Simon had been cight years go- Simon trea- 
¥ vernor of Judca, he was treacheroutly ene - 
murder’d, in the end, by his fon-in-law Pto- 45. fon-inclew 
lemy *, upon an invitation to a treat. 


» 39: 








He had Ptolemy, 
got his wite and his two fons prifoners already, 1 Mac. xvi. 
and had his ruffians abroad alfo to take his tiie wit 

< . is wife and 
third fon John, otherwife called Hyrcanus, 15 children 
and kill him; but the young man having fea- made prifo- 
fonable notice of the danger, took fanétuary ners, and the 
in Jcrufalem, where the people were doubly paerer 
kind to him, partly forthe love and vencra-y.73. 
tion they had for the memory of his father, 
and in part for the utter averfion they had to 
Prolemy, whom they bravely repulfed upon 
an attempt to entcr at one gate, becaufe they 
had already received Hyrcanus at another +. 








CHAP. XV. 


Hyrcanus fucceeds to the pontificate. Ptolemy be- 
Sieg’d in the cafile of Dae The mother and 
brethren of Flyrcauts expos’d upon the battle 
ments, and threaten’d to be caft down, unlefs 
Fyrcanus withdrew. The glorious refolution of 
the mother, who is put to death by Ptolemy, 
with her two fons, while be flies for protection 
to Leno, (otherwife Cotyla. 

lL PON this affront Prolemy withdrew 


Ptolemy re- 
tires to the 


cattle of Da- 


himfelf to a certain caftle not far from 


ene gon. 


* This M& is recorded fomewhat differently in + Mac. 
‘and Judas were all three Main hy Prolemy ata ba 
T With ehis chapter endeth the hiftory of the Bible. 


be read with more caution, fince the authors and records 
we’ ae 


nquer, 


xvi. where ‘tis fiid, © Simon and his two fons 
without making any mention of his wife.” : 
The remaining part of the Antiquitics cherefore are to 
our author has followed are of Turer date, and’much leté 


_Mattathias .», 


Jericho, 


ae eR 
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Hyrcanas , Jericho, called Dagon. Hyrcanus at the 

fuccceded his fame time enter’d upon the pontificate, and of- 

firher in the ¢ Giased in it as fucceffor to his farther, The 

pontificate. FA ching he did, was to offer up prayers and 

facrifices in due manncr and form; and that 

duty being over, he’ marched we), to the af- 

faule of the fort; where the only difficulty he 

met withal, was to contend with the natural 

piety and tendernefs he had for his mother 

and his brethren, whom Prolemy expofed from 

the top of the wall, whipping and tormenting 

them in the fight of all'the people, with me- 

- maces to caft them headlong from the battle- 

ments, unlefs Hyrcanus prefently quitted. the 

fiege. Now the other computing with him- 

felf, that the eafier he was to the town, the 

eafier Prolemy would be to his relations, this 

thought put him to a little ftand upon the firft 

impreffion, which way to incline; but his mo- 

ther feeing him look and aét as if he were 

deliberating and relenting, called out to him 

aloud, and encourag’d him both with her hand 

and voice, to make a right ufe of that barba- 

rous fpeétacle, and without any regard to her’s 

and her children’s fufferings, to do himfelf 

and his family right, in a juft vengeance upon 

the head of that execrable monfter; for fhe 

herfelf defired nothing more than'tg expire. in 

her torments, upon condition that that unna- 

tural tyrant might be plagued and punifhed | 

according to his defert. ‘The generous and 

provoking bravery of this woman raifed the: 

fpirits of Hyrcanus to the higheft degree of 

refolution to pufh forward the affault. But 

finding that the more they prefs’d upon the 

fort, the fiercer Ptolemy was upon his mother, 

all other refentments of rage and revenge gave 

way to the over-ruling foftnefs of a dutiful 

fon; fo that by thefe paufes and intervals, ir- 

refolution and diftraction, the fiege was drawn 

The fabbati- out‘at length till the fabbatical year came on, 

cal year, or the feventh year being a year of reft to the 

ne of Jews, as well as the feventh of days; fo that 

aaa tolemy was now dcliver’d from the war and 

Ptolemy puts the fiege ; “and thereupon putting to death the 

to death the mother and the brother of Hyrcanus, he with- 

ene ne drew to Zeno, firnamed Cotyla, a tyrant who. 

meewo 2M had at that time ufurped to himfelf the go-. 
yernment of Philadelphia. 





canus into the city itfelf, dividing his army 
into feven bodies round about it. “Yhey ad- 
vanced little or nothing at the beginning, the : 
walls being very ftrong, and the defendants 
valiant. ‘Fhe camp was for fome fhore time 
diftrefs’d for want of water; but that defeét 
was plentifully fupplied by a great fall:of rain. 
Upon a thorough confideration of the matter, 
they found the town moft acccffible upon the 
north aa of it, and therefore bent their force The ye 
principally upon that quarter, railing a, hun- 2pproaches 
dred aurets of three fiories high agen them, poe 
which were well lin’d with foldiers to carry 
on.the attack. They had likewife drawn a 
double. .circumvallation’of a great length and 
depth, to cut off the means of communication 
and relief. But this did not hinder the de- 
fendants yet from making frequent fallies, and 
doing execution too, when at any time they 
faw. the befiegers loofe or carelefs upon their 
guard;: or, howcver, if they found them ina 
pofture to receive them, they could make their 
retreat good at pleafure. There were a great 
Many unprofitable mouths in the town, that 
only wafted their provifions, without doing any 
manner of fervice ; fo that Hyrcanus takin 
this into confideration, feparated thofe that 
were fit to bear arms from the reft, and. curn’d 
all the ufelefs people out of the city ; where, ay unprofit- 
betwixt Antiochus on the one hand, that ftopt able people 
them from going any further, and Hyrcanus turn’d out of . 
on the other, that would not Ict them come °°” 
in. again, the poor wretches faunter’d away 
their time under the wall, till many of them 
perifhed for want of bread. i 
Ir fo fell out, that it was now the time of 
‘feaft of tabernacles ; and upon the occafion of 
this feftival, thefe miferable creatures were ad- 
mitted into the town again; whereupon the 
inhabitants addrefs’d themfelves to Antiochus, 
only to grant a truce for feven days, in honour 
of the folemnity ; which out of a confcience 
of religion, he allow’d them at firft- word; . 
and he did not only gratify them in their rc~ 
queft, but fent them magnificent prefents of 
beafts over and above for facrifices; as bulls 
with gilded horns, cups of gold and filver, 
replenifh’d with all forts of precious {pices and 
perfumes; and, in finc, treated them with an 
entertainment much different from that of An- 
tiochus Epiphanes; who, in affront to their 
rcligion, upon the taking of the temple, fa- 
crific’d hogs upon the altar, and prophan’d the 
holy. place with’ porridge made of {wincs flefh, 
in a flat’ defiance and contempt of their laws 
and ccremonics, which prov’d the ground of 
an animofity betwixt them never to be recone 
cil’d; whereas the prefent Antiochus had the Antiochus 
chara@ter and firname of the Pious given him ey the 
by all forts of pcople, in honour of the reve." '°"™ 
rence he had for religion. ; 
Hyxrcanus took encouragement upon this Hyrcanus fo- 














CHAP. XVI. 


Antiochus befseges Flyrcanus in the fort at Feru- 
Salem. He grants the Fews a feven days truce, 
Fiyrcanus moves him in favour of the Fews, 
- who comes to terms. with him, and raifes the 
-frege, Hyrcanus niakes an alliance with Antio- 
chus; and, according to Nicolaus of Danaf- 
- cts, does him great fervice in the Parthian 
war. Antiochus is defeated and flain, and the° 
kingdom of Syria defeends to his brother Deme» 


trias, inftance of the king’s janes and goodnefs, to licites Antio- 
move him by an empbaily on the Jews bchalt, his Me 
Antiochns A NTIOCHUS had not as yet cither | for the liberty only of living one with another, Te Poa 
breaks into forgotten or forgiven the repulfcs and [according to the laws and.cuftoms:of their 


own country. -The court faction, on the con- 
trary, were for having them wholly cut off 
and rooted out, as an infociable fort of people, 
‘that would be thought holier and wifer than 
their neighbours, and valued themfelves upon 
a fingularity from the reft of the world, in - 


silet forces difgraces he had formerly recciv’d from Simon 
Torneo the father of Hyrcanus; fo that he made an 
ind beliegey inroad into Judca in the fourth year. of his 
himinit, reign, the firtt of Hyrcanus*, and the ‘hun- 
dred and fixty fecond Olympiad, .where he 
firft ravaged the country, and then drove Hyr- 


“* And the fecond of the hundred and fixty firlt Olympiad, according to the reading of Pevictus in his Eeclog- 
Chronolog, lib. ii. c. 6 Sco Scaliger's notes upon Rutth, p, 135. Ed. Commelin. . hei 
: id i, their 


‘ 
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The king 
come io a2 
agreement 
wita hua. 










reantiog, and rv, the works and the battlements were thrown } L 
down, the city ditmancled, and the fiege | {troy’d about two hundred years after, Hyr- 


ar 





is che pledges. 


“FLAVIUS JOSEPHUS of 


their lives and manners. But the king had 
too great a refpect tor their piety and beha- 
viour, to put them to extremities; fo that he 
{ent word back tu Hyrcanus, that upon con- 
dition the befieged thould deliver up their 
arms, undertake for the caxes of Joppa, and 
the reit of the citics about Judea, and receive 
2 garifon into the town, cf his appoinement, 
he was ready to put an end to the war upon 
their own terms. ‘Ihe Jews agreed to all, 
but the receiving of the garifon, in regard of 
the feruple chey made of intcrmixing with 
ttrangers: buc for 2 compoficion to be cafed of 
that article, they propofed rather to give the 
king hottages tor the’ performance of cove- 
nants, and five * hundred talents over and 
above, which the king accepted of; three hun- 
dred of chem being paid down upon the nail 
in part, and the brother of Hyrcanus one of 
Upon the finifhing of this trea- 


a 


rals’d. 


Book 


A league betwixt Alexander and Hyr- 
conus, Alexaader routid aud kill'd ina tat- 
the with Aatiochus Gryphus, Aatiochus Gry- 
phus and Antiochus CGyzicenus (two brothers J 
perpetually in war one with another. 


to death, 


XII. 


YRCANUS, after the death of Antio- Upon the 


chus, march’d away immediately with déath of An. 
tiochus, Fyr~ 


canus marches 


hisarmy into Syria, prefuming within himfelf, 
as afterward it prov’d, that he fhould find the ; 
country in fome meafure deferted and un- 
mann’d. In1ix months time, though with fome 
difficulty, he took in Medaba; and afterchat, 
Samega, and other places thereabouts; and 
then Sichem and Garizin, with the land of the 
Chuthites, where the temple ftood, that with 
Alexander’s leave, was buile after the model 
of that at Jerufalem by Sanballat, one of his 
governours, to gratify his fon-in-law Mana{- 
tes, the brother of the high prieft Jaddus, as 
we have {aid before; which temple was de- 


canus took alfofeveral itrong places in Idumea, 


immediately 
into Syria. 


He fubdues 


Hyrcawnvs after this caufed the monument |as Adora and Mariffa; and at laft, when he ee. 
of David to be open’d, (the richett prince that | had fubdued the whole province, made procla- Fanmes. 


ever Was upon the tace cf the carth,) where 


remb, he made a {cizure ct - three thouland talents 


to his own ufe, and rurniih’d himfelf with fo- 
reign mercenaries, being the nrit of the nation 
that cser entertain’d an army of itrangers. In 
the next place he enter’d into a league with 
Antiochus, invited himfelf and his army into 
the city, where he gave them a fplendid and 
a moit magnificent reception, and tollow’d him 


™ aiterward wich his auxiliaries into the Parthian 


war, as we have it upon the authority of Ni- 


| 


mation tor all people to depart the land 
that would not fubmit to be circumcis’d: So 
that ratheg than quit their country, they not 
only comply’d in the point of circumcition, 
but in a conformity alfoto all the other rites 
and ceremonies of the Jews: And that was the 
firit time they were reckoned among the Jews. 

Hyrcanus the high pricit, being now about 
to renew a league with the Romans, fent his 
ambatladors to the fenate, with letters upon 
that fubyect. Thefe letters being read and 


colaus Damafcenus in terms to this purpofe :| debated, an amity was concluded in manner, 


a 


Antiochus, upon the routing of Indates the i and upon the conditions following: “© Fanius 


7 the fon of Marcus Pretor, called a fenate Articles of 


in the field of Mars, on the eighth, of the Benes 
ides of February; prefent Lucius Manlius 


Parthian general, erected a triumphal arch | © 
upon the bank ct the river Lycus, where | ‘4 
he rcitzd two days at the requeit of Hyr- | se 
canus a Jow, being juft ac the time of one |“ 
ot their tettivals, upon which day they | “ 
made a confcience of travelling.’” The |“ 
hittorian was in the right as to this particular; |‘ 
for the feat of pentecoit fell out at that time, | “ 
to be juit the next day after the fabbath, andj“: 
ic is not lawful for us to take a journey upon | 
either of thofe two days. 
“i ANtTiccuus, in fine, came to a battle with 
ie Arfaces, the king of the Parthians, in which 
'y action he left both his lite and his army. His | 
brother Demetrius, after him, fucceeded to 
“the kingdom of Syria, being now fer ac liber- 
_ ty by Arfaces, upon this invation of Antiochus, 
him. of which we have fpoken heretofore. 


ce 


tc 
nus and the 


the fon of Lucius Mentina, and Caius Sem- tenate of 
pronius the fon of Caius Falerna, upon the Rome. 
bufinefs of the embatly of Simon the fon of 
Dolitheus; Apollonius the fon of Alexan- 
der, and Diodorus, the fon of Jafon, perfons 
of honour and probity, and deputed by che 
nation of the Jews to treat about an alliance, 
and other publick matters with the fenate of 
Rome: Whereupon it was agreed that Jop- 
pa, and the ports Gazara with the foun~ 
tains, and other places that had been taken 
away by Antiochus contrary to a decree of 
** the fenate, fhould be all reftored, and the 
* king’s foldiers not to pafs thorough cither 
that, or any other part of the Roman terri- 
“ tory without leave: That whatever had been 
done by Antiochus in the late war, fhould 
be declared void, and commiffioners apoint- 
ed to take an eftimate of what the people 
had fuffer’d in their lands and godds by his 
depredations; and to fee fatistaction made 
for all lofics.” . Upon thefe conditions, the 
fenate was plcafed to accept of the propofals, 
that were prefented them by thefe honourable 
6 Tyre, where Leis made a prifoner, aud pat perfons, in the name of their good friends and 


a 


. “ Five hendred Hebrew talents weighed fifty feven rhoufand, thirty one pounds, three ounces, and their value 

in fiver amounted to an hundred feventy one thoufand ninery rhree pounds, fifteen fhillings, Englifh money. Three 

hundred talents weighed thirty four thoufind two hundred and eightczn pounds, nine ounces ; and in value amount- 

ed to one hundred two thosfand fix hundred and fifiy fix pounds, five fhillings, : 3 . 
¢ Three thot dents weighed three hundred forty thoufand one hundred fixtv feven pounds, fix ounces, and 

their value in fily yurat to one million, twenty f 

of cur money. a 


fix thoufand, five hundted fixry two pounds, ten shillings, 
men for raking 


«e mor 
ow, 


ce 


“ae 












CHAP. XVII. 

Fiyreanus sakes Limfcif mafter of Tdumea, and\* 
evings Gusr ive pecple tothe Fewifh laws and 
afepline, aud contrads a new alisiice with the 

Kemans.  Deiztrius is beaten cut of the field, 

aud flies to Piolemais for protection; and thence | 











A Rory fo very improbable to be true, that Jofephus has incurr’d rhe cenfure of feveral learned 
notice of iz. 


allies, 


Chap. X VIL. 
allics, the people of the Jews. As to the mat~ 
ter of returning an anfwer in form, ic fhould 
be done, they faid, at- their firft leifure, and 
care taken that no wrong fhould be offer’d 
them for the future. Fanius had orders like- 
wife to farnifh the embatladors with money 


for their charges back again, out of the pub- 
lick ttock ; which he did accordingly, with 





recommendatory Ictters overand above, to all}. 


governours and officers in their way, for the 
convenience and fecurity of their patlage. 


‘polemy fends Write matters ftood-thus with Hyrcanus 


Alexander = the high-pricit, there was no want of good-- 
oreo will in Demetrius to pick a quarre] with him, 
Ar Dames if he had but had feconds to ftand by him in 


ic ; but for the Syrians, and his own foldicrs, 
they hated him to that degree for his lewdnefs, 
that they join’d in a contcdcracy againit him, 
inaking ic cheir requeft to Prolemy, otherwifc 
called Phyfcon the king of Egypt, only to 
fend them fome branch or other of Seleucus’s 
fa:nily, and they would make him king. Upon 
this application, Prolemy fent them one Alex- 
ander, firnamed Zcbina, with a confiderable 
body of men. Jt came toa battle, and Deme- 
trius being routed, he fled to his wile Cleopa- 
tra, who was then at Prolemais, for protec- 
tion; but the gates being fhut againft him, he 
fied to Tyre, where he tell into the hands of 
his enemies, who kcpt him a while in the an- 
guifh of a miferable life, and then put him to 
death. | 

ALEXANDER ZesBIna being now poflefled 
of the kingdom of Syria, enter’d into a‘league 
with Hyrcanus the high-prieft, who was en- 


rrlas. 


A league be- 
twixt Alexan- 
der and THyr- 


canus. . : * . 
gaged fome fhort timc after, in a war with 
Antiochus Gryphus, the fon of Demetrius. 
‘They brought it to a battle, and ic was Alex- 

Mexancer andcer’s hap to be flain inthe engagement. An- 


fin ina bat- tiochus, by this providence, came to be king 
tle with An- of Syria; but durft not as yet make any at- 
ea SY tempt upon the Jews; for heheard that Anti- 
eve ochus Cyzicenus (a brother he had of his own 
namc) was at that very time drawing an army 

together againft him at the town of Cyzycus. 
Wherefore without attempting any thing a- 

gaintt the Jews, he thought it moft advitable 

to keep himfelf upon his guard againft his bro- 

ther, who was called Cyziccnus, from the 

name of the place where he had his education. 

The father of this man was Antiochas Soter, 

who loft his life in an expedition againft ‘the 
Parthians. Now Cleopatra, as we have faid 

already, had been witc to:the two brothers. 

Upon the coming of Antiochus Cyzicenus in- 

to Syria, the brethren were perpetually at war 

the one with the orher, and Hyrcanus confe- 

quently inthe potictlion of a profound peace ; 

for after the tlaughter of Antiochus he tell off 

drom the Macedonians, and had no morc todo 

with them, either as an ally, or as a fubject. 

But in the days of Alexander Zebina, ahaite 
profpered with Hyrcanus according to his own 

‘ heart’s content, and more yct in the reign of 


Antiochus — the two brothers: For while they were hara{- 
Gryphus and fing one another, Hyrcanus cnjoy’d the reve- 
Antiochus 


nucs of Judea to himfelf, whereby he hoarded 
up an incftimable mafs-of treafure; befide that 
while Cyzicenus lay ravaging the country, 
on the one hand; and his brother had no re- 
lief all this while ouc of Egypt on the other, 
he fairly lett them to themfelves to confound 


Cyzicenus. 
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one another; which was the very thing he aim- 


ed at, and fo defpis’d chem both. 








CHAP. XVII 


Etyrcanus befeges Samaria. A miferable famine < 
there. Antiochus Cyzrcenus prefs to relieve it. 
Ariftobulus puts him to the rout, and then goes 
back to Samaria to continue the frege: Ptolemy 
fexds Antiochus fix thoufaad Egyptians, that 
ravage the country of Hyrcanus.  Auatiochus 
commits the war to Callimander and Epicrates. 
The former is routed and flain, and Scythopo~ 
lis betray’d by the other. Samaria taken and 
laid wafte. Chelcias and Ananias ave Cleo- 
patra’s confidents and captains. —Hyvcaiits 
treats the Phavifees.  Eleazar affronts hin. 
Fonathan inflames Flyrcanus againft him; 
whereupon he goes over to the Sadducees. The 
death of Fyrcanus. 


HH. CANUS, under thefe circumftances, 

. marched with an army up to the ftrong 

city of Samaria, cali’d Setafte, after its being 

rebuilt by Herod, of which we fhall fay more 

In Convenient time and place. Hyrcanus was 

fo irritated againft the Samaritans by the indig- Hyrcanus lays . 
nities they had put upon the people of Maritia, fiege to Sa- 
who were inhabitants and allies of Judea, ™" 
though fubjeét to the king of Syria, that he 

refulved to attack the place with all the vi- 
gourimaginable. Upon fitting down before ir, 

he begirt the town with a large ditch, and a/A terrible 
double wall of eighty * furlongs compafs, and fmine in the 
gave the conduét of the fiege to his fons An-*”™ 
tigonus and Ariftobulus, who plied it fo hard, 

and kept them in fo clofe, that they were 

forced by extremity of famine to keep life 

and foul together with carrion and dogs meat; 

fo that in the end they implor’d the affiftance Antiochus 
of Antiochus Cyzicenus, who’came in all hafte eee 
upon their requeft; but being: routed by Arifs aad shieit ee 
tobulus, and purfued by him and his brother lief. 

as far as Scythopolis, he made a very narrow Ariftobulus 
efcape. The brethren, after this action, re- gives hima 
turned to Samaria, and forcing the people in- oo 

to the town again, rencw’d the fiege, which 

put them upon an application to the fame An- 

tiochus once again for fuccour, who prevailed 

with Prolemy, firnamed Lathurus, for a mart- 

ter of fix thoufand men; but fo much againft 

his mother’s will and approbation, that he was 

within a very little of lofing his kingdom for 

ir. With this band of Egyptians, Antiochus Antiochus 
went at firft ranging and ravaging up and down With fix thou~ 
the country of Hyrcanus, not being at that &74 Eeyp- 


5 of Bite : . . tians ravages 
time in a condition to look him in the face. Hyrcanus's 


| Now the thing he aim’d at, was by this di- country. 


verfion to draw him from the fiege 3 but what 

with furprizes, defertions, and other cafual- 

tics, he found his party in a fhort time fo ’ 
thrunk and weaken’d, that he committed the 

charge of the Jewifh war to Callimander .and Antiochus 
Fpicrates, and went off from thence himfelfleaves the 

to Tripoli, Callimander, after this, with more ™™98¢ pies 
bravery than difcretion, ventur’d upon a rath inna 
encounter, where his people were wholly cut Epicrares, 
off, and himfelf flain: Epicrates at the fame Callimander's 
time treacheroufly betraying Scythopolis and People cut off 
feveral other ncighbouring towns there, for GPO’ 2 Or 


* : counter, and 
moncy, tuthe Jews; fo that, in finc, there himfelf fain, 





* Eighty furlongs were ten Englith miles, and.an hundred and twenty paces. 
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was no poffibility of relicving che place. Hyr-, 





samariitdien Cantis had been a full year betore Samaria when 


wyeats he cook it, and ic was not enough, he thought, 
to be matter of the city, without razing the 
very memory of it from ofl che earth ; for he 
not only made it a heap of rubbiih, but drew 
feveral trenches of water through it, which fo 
disngur’d the fuce of every thing, chat there 
No memorial Was not the leatt mark leit of any building 
len caacever that had ever been there. ‘There goes a won- 
fh dertul, if noc an incredible itory of this fame 
Hyrcanus the high-priett; which fays, that 
upon the day of the battle which his fons had 
wich Cyzicenus, it was revealed to him by a 
sice from yoice from heaven, as he was alone in the tem- 
tls ple, and offerifig incenfe, that his fons had got- 
ten a freth victory over Antiochus. He went 
out immediately, and told the people what he 
had heard, which was-.confirm’d a while after 
beyond all difpute. This was computed to 
¢ jut upon the precife inftant of the fuccefs ; 
and let this fuffice for the ftare of things at that 
time with Hyrcanus. 

Ture Jews tound this a favourable feafon for 
them, not only at Jerufalem, but at Alexan- 
“dria alle, and the rett of Egypt, Cyprus, &c. 

For the queen Cleopatra, upon a difference 

with her fon Prolemy Lathur, committed the 
Chelcias and Command ot’ her troops to Chelcias and Ana- 
: * TO nias, the fons of that Onias who erected a 

“hr, temple in the territory of Heliopolis, after 
the plattorm of that at Jerufalem, of which 
we have fpoken beiore. Thefe two perfons 
were the queen’s adsifers and directors in all 
fhe did, as we have it upon the credit of Stra- 
bo the Cappadecian, in words to this efteét: 
“* A great many of thote, fays he, that either 
““ came formerly with us to Cyprus, or were 
“* {ent thither afterward by Cleopatra, imme- 
“ diately quitted the quecn’s interett, and 
““ went over to Prolemy 3; only the Jews that 
were of Onias’s party, ftood firm, out of a 
reverence they paid the queen for the re- 
“ {pect fhe fhew’d to Chelcias and Ananias, 
““ their triends and countrymen.” ‘Thus far 
Strabo. 
Now the credit and good fortune of Hyr- 
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See Strabo the 
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Hereanus en- 





vied by the canus drew upon him, in a high meefure, the | 
Aho envy of the Jews, the Pharifecs efpecially, 
Haruces. 


who had no great kindnefs for him before; 
but this is a point that I have formerly touch’d 
‘tue Upon. The authority of chat faction, in fine, 
Depa ee is fo facred among the common people, that 
withthe com- let them treat their king, or their hi h-pricft, 
mun peuple. at never fo coarfe a rate, the multitude would 
be fure to approve their proceedings. Hyrca-, 
nus, however, having been train’d up in that: 
Ichool, and being look’d upon as a perfon 
much in their favour, cook a fair occafion to 
invite them to an entertainment, where he’ 
treated them with all pofiible humanity and 
refpect, So foon as good company and good 
cheer had put them into the humour of a free 
and open converfation, he took the opportu- 
nity to make them a fhort difcourfe fomewhat 
to this following effeét: “ I nced not tell you, 
“ fays he, my worthy friends, that a man of 
your own principles, defircs nothing more 
than to approve him(elf acceptable to God 
. and juft to his neighbour, which is bue ac- 
cording to the refult of your own doétrine; 

** but if you fhall find, however, that I have 
“in any thing departed trom my duty, as it 
18 your part to admonifh and inftruét me, I 


The worder- 


Hyreanus 





a 
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** thall account it mine to amend and reform.” 


ot 


i This gencrous candor was received with fuch 


applaute, that Hyreanus did not a little value 
himfelf upon the reputation of fo honourable 
a teitimony. 

Arrer fome fhort paufe, Eleazar, one of 
the guefts, an ill-natur’d malicious man, ftood 
up and broke filence. Since you are pleafed, 
~ fays he to Hyrcanus, to protefs yourfelf fo 
“* great a lover of truth and plain dealing, be 
“but fo juit allo as to lay down your ponti- 
ficate, and content yourfelf with the cha- 
* racter of your civil adminiftration.” And 
I befeech you, f2ys Hyrcanus, why this 
propofal?’”” Becaufe, fays the other, we Eleazar pat. 
have been told by our elders, that in thé fesa biter 
days of Antiochus Epiphanes, your mother «fection up- 
was a flave.” Now the report was falfe, °? Hyrcanus, 
and fo much the more offenfive, as well to the 
Pharifees, as to Hyrcanus himfelf. There 
happened to be in the company, one Jonathan, 
Hyrcanus’s particular friend, but a Sadducee, 
and confequently a mortal enemy to the Pha- 
rifees. This Jonathan would necds have it 
that the calumny of Eleazar was a thing con- 
certed, and that che Pharifees were all privy 
to it. Now this you will find to be true, fays 
he, if you do bat pur it to them what punish. 
ment they think aman may deferve for fo fean- 
dalous a defamation. Hyrcanus put the quef- 
tion, to feel how they ftood affeéted, and 
whether or not they were privy and confenting 
to the affront. heir anfwer was, being men- 
generally inclin’d to mercy in fuch cafes, that 
they did not find defamation to be a capital 
crime, and fo they thought whipping and im- 
prifonment might ferve for fatistaction. ‘This 
way of qualifying the mattcr put Hyrcanus 
into a violent paflion, and gave him to under- 


ee 


dtand, that they had every one of them their 


part in this infamous reflection upon his fami- 
ly. Jonathan plied Hyrcanus in this heat, and Jonathan, a 
embitter’d him againit the Pharifces to fuch a 5#dducee, iz- 
degree, that he abfolutely renounc’d the fect, ae 
and went over to the Sadducces ; abrogating the Pharifees, 
all their ordinances and conftitutions, with a who re- 
penalty upon thofe that fhould prefume to ob- anes 
ferve them. ‘This was it that put both him- oe Saas - 
{elf and his fons quite out of ercdit with the ; 
common people, as will be feen in its proper 
place. We arc here to take notice, that the 
Pharifees had many traditions handed down 
from father to fon, which are not to be found 
among the laws of Mofes. Now thefe -tradi- 
tions are rejected by the Sadducccs, upon a 
perfuafion, ‘that only the written laws are au- ; 
thoritative and binding. We are now come 
to the very root of the main controverfy be- 
twixt the two partics, the Sadducces being The great 
fupported by men of quality and fubftance ; men fide with 
the Pharifces only by the favour of the mul- the a 
titude. But of thefe feéts, and of the Effenes, trariende 
a full account may be feen in our hiftory of with the Pha- 
the Jewifh wars, B. II. rifees, 

Tue remainder of Hyrcanus’s life, after 
the compoling of this fedition, was happy and 
quiet to the very day of his death, which hap- 
pened in the year of his government thirty one. Hyrcanus 
He left behind him five fons, and God was Cee ie 
pléafed to honour him with three cminent ey 
dignictics; the civil government of the Jews, 
the high-pricfthood, and the fpirit of prophecy 5 
foretelling by a divine revelation, that his two del. fhould 

. : : alde ou 
eldeft fons fhotild not long enjoy the govern= for he long 
mene liv’d. 


ears, and 
left five fons; 
forerelling 
that the two 


Chap. XIX. 


.ment after the death of their father. a 
ceeded in the event according to his predic- 
tion; but ic will be worth the while, for the 
credit of his prefage, to fhew how they came 

. to their end. 








CHAP. XIX. 


Ariftobulus the eldeft fox of Fyrcanus, wakes him- 

. felf-to be crown'd king. Auntigonus, the fecond 
brother, is his favourite. He keeps the other 

’ three brothers tz prifon, and flarves his mother. 
Autigouus is put to death, and bis death fore- 
told by one Fudas a prophet, both for time and 
place. Ariftobulus feiz’d with a horror of con- 
feience, and a vomiting of blood, which he con- 
Seffes to be a juft judgment upon hiin. 


: YRCANUS being now dead, his ‘cl- 
ee H deft fon Ariftobulus formn’d a refolution 
Ariftocracy of new modelling the government, and. turn- 
intoamo- ing the principality into an abfolute monarchy ; 
narchy. fetting the crown accordingly upon his own 

head, This happen’d four hundred and eighty 


one years and three months after the return of/ him in a dark paflage, and flew him. 


_ the Jews from the captivity of Babylon. He 
He takes An- had fo great a tendernefs for Antigonus, his 
tigonus into) next brother, that he made him a kind of a 


pe partner with him in the government, ‘The 
him. other three he kepe all this while in bonds ; 


‘ cafting his mother into prifon alfo, whom he 

look’d upon:as a rival upon a pretence of claim, 

Hyrcanus having left her ‘at his death, ..the 
mittrefs.of all he could confer upon her. His 
Hisbarbarous Cruelry, in fhort, was fo horrid and unnatural, 
cruelties. that he ftarv’d his mother to death in her con- 
finement, and afterward. put his dearly be- 


He puts Anti- loved brother and favourite Antigonus himfelf{ furlongs off, and the day more than half {pent ; 
to death, only upon the-malicious fuggeftions ; fo that he had utterly loft the credit of a pro- amounted to 


gonus to 

cone of cvil tongues. It was a good while before 
tion of Gis. Be Would give any heed to thofe invidious fto- 
enemics. ries, in regard both of the affeétion he had for 


Antigonus, and that in his confcience he look’d 
upon them all to be only the inventions’ of 
malevolence and envy; but Antigonus happen- 
ing once to return from the army in great pomp 
and glory, juft upon the folemnity of the feaft 
of tabernacles, Ariftobulus at the fame time 
Jying fick in his bed, his brother Antigonus 
went up to the rccmple, with his guards about 
him, in mighty iplendor and ttate ; only upon 
the account of religious worfhip, and in the 
firft place to ofler up his prayers and vows for 
the health of his brother. The fame and re- 
pucation of Antigonus, and the magnificence of 
his parade upon this occalion, furniihed as fit 
matter for a laction of fycophants and court~- 
_'parafites to work upon, as they could wifh; fo 
that they went immediately to the king, with 
all the virulent pretences and aggravations 
they could chink of. “ This was not a beha- 
* viour, they faid, that became the condition 
of a private man, but rather a moft notorious 
evidence of a defign upon the crown; and 
that the guards he had then about him, 
would in a fhort time advance from this in- 
vafion upon his royalty, to a violence’ upon 
his perfon ; and he was not fo impolitick 
neither as to ftop at a part of* the govern- 

*© ment, when he might have ic whole to him- 
* fell’? Ariftobulus was fo divided betwixt 
the fear of being either too fecure, or too cre- 


A malicious 
calumny. 
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Tt fuc-] thing they told him, he could not yet but fuf- 


pect there might be fomething in ic upon the 
main, and fo took a middle courfe of provi- 
ding for his fafety, without fceming to be jea- 
lous of any danger. He had his apartment in 
a tower that hath beer fince known by the 
name of Antonia, where he pofted a guard in 
a dark place under ground, with particular 
orders, that they fhould watch his brother ina 
his paflage, and that if he came without arms, 
no body fhould meddle with him ; but if he 
came armed, they fhould kill him. So Ari- 
ftobulus fent for his brother to come to’ him, 
charging the meflenger to bid him come with- 
out arms 3 but the queen, and the reft of the A plot of the 
confpirators tamper’d with the meflenger, and pa Stace 
bad him tell Antigonus on the contrary, that spon his life. 
his brother had: heard of a very brave fuit of” yee 
armour he had gotten, and that he had agreat 
‘mind to fee how they became him, — Antigo- 
nus depending wholly upon the good faith of 
his brother, and fufpecting no treachery, went 
immediately armed, juit as the meflenger found 
him, to fhew himfelf. Upon his coming to 


the rower of Straton, the foldiers fell upon Antigonus 
'This murder'd in 
Straton’s 


dilaiter may fuffice to fhew the force of envy tower. 


and flander, and how the very beft of naturcs 

may be. corrupted by thofe temptations, But 

the moft wonderful circumftance of all was the 

prediétion of one Judas, a famous prophet of 

thofe times, whofe prefages never fail’d. This A ftrange 
Judas, upon the fight ‘of’ Antigonus, coming prediction of . 
to the’ temple, broke out into exclamations ene Jade 
among his difciples, that he was now weary Be ceath 
of his life; for Antigonus, whofe death he with the very 
had prefag’d upon that very day at Straton’s time and 


; : Soe aon place. 
tower, was yet alive; the place fix * hundred Rix hundred 


furlongs 


While he was in this perplex-‘near feventy 
pee ix Englifh 
miles. 


phct for ever. 
ity for the reputation of his oracle, came the 
news of Antigonus’s being flain in a fubter- 
ranean paflage under the tower. Now this 
was call’d Straton’s tower, it fecms, as well 
as that upon the coaft, which was altcrwards 

known by the name of Cefarea; and this fal~ 

vo fet the prophet right again. ee 

Tue thought of this cxecrable murder Ariftobulus 

wrought upon Ariftobulus immediatcly a con- ftruck with a 
{cientious deteftation of the faét, and éenflamed "morte of 

° : : . . eg Confcience. 
his diftemper, infomuch that his agonies in- 
creating upon him, he fell at laft into a vomi- Ariftobulus 
ting of blood; and as one of his fervants wag vomits blood. 
carrying part of it away in a bafon, by a ftrange 
providence he made a ftumble upon the way, 
and fpilt it upon the very blood of his mafter’s 
brother. ‘There was fuch an outcry upon this 
accident, (as if the fervant had done it on 
purpofe,) that Ariftobulus himfelf ovcr-hear- 
ing it, could not be eafy till they told him 
the meaning of it; and the more unwilling 
they were of owning the truth, the more ca- 

cr was he to know it, as men are natural. 
y more curious in fuch cafes. But in the 
conclufion, betwixt importunity and menace, 
he extorted it from them, and in the horror 
of an affliéted confcience, enter’d with groans 
and tears into an anxious expoftulation upon 
it to this purpofe: “€ No, no, fays he, the His lat ago- 
“ allefeeing eye of God ‘hath found me out ny, and cone 
“ in my wickédnefs, and my brother’s blood feflion of his - 


“ hath already brought down a vengeance up- wickednefi. 


* 


dulous, that though he could not believe every| “ on me. . How. long thal! this fhameléfs oar- 


“ cafs 


i 


' he 

© eats of mine entertain a lite fo juitly foricit- 

& ¢d tothe ufhes and memory of my dear mo- 
ther and brether! Why do I not rather dic 
onec fer all, than bleed to death thus drop 
by drop, as if my fulicrings could be an at- 
ronement tor the foulnets of a parricide vr 
He had no fooner uttered thefe words than he 
gave up che ghott, having govern’d only onc 
vear, under the firname of Philellen; that ts 
to fay, A lover of the Greeks. He brought 
many advantages to his country 5 made war 
upon Irurea, and laid a confiderable part of 1¢ 
to the territory of Judea, forcing the people, 
upon pain of banifhment, to fubmit to circum 
cifion, and to live in a conformity to the other 
rites and praétices of the Jews. He was ac- 
counted to be otherwife a perfon ot modefty 
and juttice, as Strabo youchkes tor him out of 
Timagenes, in thefe words: ‘“ He was a 
‘- righteousman, and in many re{pecisa friend 
“ tothe Jews; for he enlarged their jurifdic- 
“ tion by annexing to it Iturea, uniting the 
“ people alfo into one common bond of cir- 
caumcifion.” 
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Salome, the widew of net fets the three 
brsthers at liberty, and places Fanneus Alex- 
aader upon the throne. Alexander puts one of 

Lis brothers to death, aid provides for the cther. 

He befieges Ptolemais: Ptolenty Latbur advan- 

ces toreheve them; but they fuut their gates up- 

cahim, Alexander quits the fege, and plays a 

politick game betwixt the intereft of Cleopatra 

wad Ptolemy. Ptoleny fets down before Prole- 
itis, aad takes the city Azcchis by affault. 


FTER the death of Ariftobulus, his 

wife Salome, (by the Greeks called A- 
lexandria) fet the brothers at liberty, whom 
her husband had made prifoners (of which al- 
ready) and placed Janneus, otherwife called 





Se) Alexander, upon the throne; the eldcit, and 

the moft temperate of the three. It washis ill 
Hiercanus hap to incur his father’s averlion, almott as 
ee en foun as he was born, to the degree of not be- 


ing fuffer’d to appear in his fight. The reafon, 
they fay, was this: Hyrcanus had a dream 
ene night of God’s appearing to him, and that 
upon his enquiry who fhould fucceed him in 
the government, he was anfwered with the 
lively reprefentarion of the perfon, and fo the 
vifion difuppear’d.  Arittcbulus and Antigonus 
were his favourites; and Hyrcanus finding 
that neither of them was defign’d by this h- 
gure, he apply’d it to Alexander, under the 
wii¢tion ct a double difappointment, in regard 
both of the dignity and of the fortune, tall- 
ing, ag he accounted it, into a wrong hand. 
Upon this occalion, Alexander was font away 
to be brought up in Galilee; bue the event 
Alexander ROWever anfwer’d the prediction; for Alex- 
cur off one of ander, upon the death of Ariftobulus, enter’d 
his brothers, upon the adiminiftracion; and taking off one of 
eee his brothers that would have fupplantcd him, 

treated the other with great Lonour in the 

contented flute of a private lite. 

So foon as he had fettled the ftate to his 
mind, he marched with an army to Prolemais, 
where he encouncer’dl a body of the enemy in 
the ficld; beat them into the town, and then 


tor Alex- 
upon 
a dftani. 
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coop’d them up in it, ‘here was only this He Uy »flege 
place and Gaza, of all the foa-coall towns that een 
{tood out, befide Dora, and the tower of St13- Gaza, Dors 
ton, inthe handsot Zeilus, As for Anticchts and the rower 
Philometor, and his brother Antiochus Cy zi- of Strato, 
cenus, they were fo engaged and waited in a es 
war one with another, that chere was noou,,” oe ee 
thought of any relicf to the people of Vrole- 
mais trom them. Bue Zoilus, chat play’d his 
own game all this while, and lay upon the 
catch to make advantage of thefe divifions, 
fent them fome fort of affitance, though not 
much tothe purpote. It wasat this time with 
the two cnemy-kings as it is with acouple of 
tword-men fighting a prize: they were fointent 
upon cutting one another down, that they ne- 
ver thought of any thing elic ; and Ict them be 
never fo much batter’d and weary’d, there 
muft be no yiclding at latt; bur when they 
have foughe as long as they can ftadd, their 
way is tu lic down by confent to take breath, 
and to itagain. The betieged, in fine, had no 
protpeét of any hope or pofhbility of relict, but 
from Egypt, and cfpecially from Frolemy La- 
thur, that had been driven out of hiskingdom 
by his mother Cleopatra, and was now with- 
drawn into Cyprus: fo that they preiently Lent 4 4 embaily 
away embatladors to Prolemy to deijire his aid ,, Prolemy 
againft Alexander; making no doubt, they Larhur for 
faid, but as foon as ever he fhould fet foot in relic 
Syria, the people of Gaza and Prolemais would 
alldeclare in his favour; befide that, Zoilus, 
the Sidonians, and other pcople thereabouts, 
would be fure tojoin with him over and above. 
The king was fo elevated with thefe allurances, 
that he {ent his people immediately upon the Reet 
equipping of a fect for the expedition: bur More ee? 
while this was a doing, onc Demenetus, a De sencus 
perfon of great credit with the citizcns of puts off the’ 
Prolemais, brought the pcople, upon’ fecond people ae 
thoughts, to a better underftanding of the mat- brjeng. 
ter, by reafoning with them about ic after - 
this manner. The queftion, fays he, in 
“« fhort, will be this; whether you had not 
“© better itand tothe fatc of the war you are en- 
“ gag’din with the Jews, and venture the 
¢¢ ‘uncertain iflue of it, than by calling in and 
delivering yourfelves up to the protection of 
a foreign power, to incur a certain flavery 5 
and not only become involved in a prefent 
broil, but run the rifque of amore dangerous 
incumbrance that threatens you from Egypt 5 
for you cannot think that Cicopatra will 
ever ttand ftill, to fee Prolemy form his 
troops into a body; but the queen will ra~ 
ther get beforchand with him, and have a 
potent army at his back,. before he is ready 
for it; belide the hazard he runs of being 
drivenout of Cyprus too. Ortotake it ane’. 
other way; fuppofe Prolemy fhould fail in 
his delign, and be forced back again to Cy- 
prus, there are you left to fhitt tor your- 
{clves, cxpos’d to the greareft dangers and 
“ difficulties that can be.” 

Tus difcourfe brought them quite off from 
their opinion of the cmbaily, and Ptolemy was prolemy 
told as much at fca upon his paflage ; but how= lands with 
ever, fince he wasnow in motion, he continu’d 30000 horfe 
his courfe to Sycamin, where he landed an and fest ie 
army of about thirty thoufand horfe and foot, Face Rinne 
inarching thence to Prolemais, with anintent ro do with 
to fend an embally to the citys but when he him. 
found that they would have nothing to do with 
him, cither by meflage, or by word of mouth, 

ir. , 


Prolemy up- 
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whom he found about * Afophus near the river 

Jordan, and encamped juft over againft the enc- 

my. Alcxander had in his van cight thoufand 

of thofe they call’ Hecatontomachi, armed 7h¢Heca . 
with brazen bucklers, and Prolemy’s men in eae 
the front had the fame fort of fhiclds; but the 
gencrality of his people not being fo well ar- 

med as their adverfarics, were not over-cager © 

of cngaging, till one Philoftephanus, an ex- 4. , 
cellent officer, who had the ordering of them, ze ne 
and underftood ranging an army perteétly well, them, pNe 
led them on and encourag’d them. The firtt 

word of command was to pafs the river that 

parted the two armies ; which Alexander did 

not pretend to oppofe, in confidence of getting 

the day, if he could but’ engage the cnemy 

with river behind them to cut off theirretreat. 

When it came to the fhock, the fortune of the 

battle wasa while doubtful, and ic was fought 

with great lofs on both fides; till (upon the 
fhrinking of a divifion of Prolemy’s) the vic- 

tory fcemed to incline to Alexander: But Phi» 
loftcphanus coming up to their relief with a 
feafonable enforcement, that wing of the Jews 

was overlaid by numbers, and broken; and no 

fuccour appearing, they were forced to fhift 

for themfelves, and the whole field prefently 

followed their cxample ; Ptolemy’s men pref= 


ic put him to his wis end what to do next, 
While he was in this perplexity, there camc 
to him Zoilus, and fome deputies from Gaza, 
to implore his help againft the Jews and Alex~ 
ander, that were making havock in their coun- 
Alexander «sty. Alexander, upon this, was forc’d to 
quisthe —ralfe the fiege for fear of Ptolemy: and when 
gege, and be- he faw there was no good to be done by down- 
wkes himtelf i ohe force, he marched his army back again 
to flratagems. 5 <? 3 i j Pa 8 32, 
and betaking himfelf to his politicks, play’d 
his game another way. Hetreated with Cleo- 
underhand = patra undcr-hand againft Prolemy, and at the 
with Cleopa~ faine time kept fair wich Ptolemy, in appear- 
grajaneicat der th f a friend and an 
trey Prolemy #26, Under the countenance of a fric 
todcliver up lly; propofing to give him four * hundred 
Zoilus. talents of filver, upon condition of delivering 
up the ufurper Zoilus into his hands, and re- 
ftoring to the Jews thofe lands of theirs, which 
he had in poffeffion. Prolemy, without any 
hefication, embraced the friendfhip of Alex- 
ander, and ficzed upon Zoilus; but coming to 
underftand, that there was an intriguc carry’d 
on all this while betwixt Alexander and .Cleo- 
patra, he look’d upon the league as broken, 
and without mere ado, laid ficge to Prolemais, 
where the gates were fhut againft him. Upon 
Besiey lave this, he divided his army, leaving one partof 
Yor. it before the townto make good the fiege, and 
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marching off with the remainder of it himfelf, 
to deftroy the country of Judea, Now, Alex- 
ander, on the other hand, to encounter this 
defign of Prolemy, levy’d an army of his‘own 
people; fome fay of fifty, others of eighty 
thoufand men, and fo advanced with it againft 
the enemy. Prolemy, in the mean time, ta- 
king the advantage of a fabbath-day, fell up- 
on Afochis, a city of Galilee, at unawares, 
and.took it by aflault with about ten thoufand 
prifoners, and a vait boory. 








CHAP. XXI, 


Ptolemy Lathur gives Alexander an overthrow, and 
takes Ptolemais by affault. Cleopatra jotas 
with the Sews againft him, aud makes Chelci- 


as and Aiaiias her generals. Ptolemy is fore’d 


out of Egypt, and flain in the purfuit. Cleopa- 
tra reduces Ptolemais, and firikes a ncu' league 
with SMlexander, who:takes Gadara and Ama- 
thon. Gaza befieg’d.  Apollodotus makes a 
brave fally, and is beaten back, Lyfimachus 
amtrders bint, aud betrays the town. A barba- 
sons maffacves Alexander returns to Sertt{a- 
lei, Antiochus Gryphus flain. Selects routs 
Antiochus Cyzicenus; takes bim prifoner, aud 
puts him to death. Demetrius Eucerus made 
king of Damafcus. The death of Antiochus by 
the Parthians, . Philip and Demetrius fucceed 
hin. Alexander affronted by his own people ; 
acftroys fix thoufand of them, and falls into an 
aubifo, A rebellion that coft the Fewsfix thou- 
Sand lives, 


F TER the taking of Afochis, Ptolemy 
A went and attack’d Sepphoris, a place 
alittle way off; where he wasrepulfed with a 
contidcrable lofs, and from thence marched 
direétly away to try abattle with Alexander, 





* Tour hundred Hebrew talents weighed waded 
filver amounted to one hundred thirty fix thouft 


} It fhould be Afochis, according to Ortelius in his ‘Phefaurus Geograph. v. 


fing fo hard upon the fugitives that their arms 


execution. 
men flain in that battle. "‘Timagenes inhis hif- put to the 







were tir’d, and their fwords blunted with the 

They fpeak of thirty thoufand Alexander 

tory makes them to be fifty; the reft either Ut with 

taken prifoners, or faving themfelves by flight. Be ener 
Arrer the purfuit of this bloody victory” 


as far as mercilefs rage and day-light could car~ 
ry it, Ptolemy, in the evening, went into 


fome of the Jews villages and habitations ; 


and finding them well ftock’d and crowded . 
with women and children, order’d his foldiers 4 parbarous 
to cut their throats, one with anothcr, pro-butchery of 


mifcuoufly, and then hack them into gobletsProlemy, 
and quarters, and fo boil them in pots and ket~ 
tles over the firc, for a terror to thofe that cf 
cap’d from the battle, when they fhould find 
themfelves fallen into the hands of an enemy 
that liv’d upon human ficfh. Strabo and Ni- 
colaus make mention of this barbarous cruclty. 
The fame people took Prolemais alfo by af-Ptolemais ta- 
fault, as we have faid clfewherc. ken by force. 

. Creopatra was fo fenfible of the over- 
grown greatnefsof her fon, he having reduced 
Gaza, and laid wafte the land of Judca, that 
fhe thought it now high time to put a ftop to 
his ambition; cfpecially being come to the 
gates of Egypt iticlf, with a defign upon the 
kingdom too. Upon this precaution, the muf= Cleopatra le- 
ter’d without any delay, all the ftrength fhe vies an army 
was able to make, both at fea and land; con. *gaintt oP 
ftituting Chelcias and Ananias, two Jews, for Heke Chale 
gencrals. She fent the greateft part of hercias and Ana- 
treafure with her grandchildren, and her Jaft nias her ge- 
will and teftament into the ifle of Coas; and nerals., 
order’d her fon Alexander with a powerful na-' 
vy into Phenicia, tokecp that province in obe~ 
dience, while the herfelf went to Prolemais; 
and being refufed admittance, fhe ordcr’d an 
aflaule upon the town. Ptolemy, upon this, prolemy quits 
quitted Syria, and haften’d away into Egype; Syria and 
tlacccring himfclf, that.coming fo unexpected, murches a- 

' way toto He 

~~ By pt. 


five thoufand fix hundred twenty five pounds, and their value in 
ind eight hundred feventy five cae of Englifh money, 


fophys. 


rrr ly, 
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\y, and in the queen’s abience too, he fhould 
find the country unguarded ; but he was much 
Chvldas Quin. miftaken in his furmife. Cleopatra had the 
fortune at this time go lofe Chelcias, one of her 
generals, as he was in the purfuic of Prolemy 
ta Cele-Syria, 7 ; . 
P:clemy fore Upon Prolemy’s mifcarriage in this at- 
ced guite a+ tempt upon Egypr, the queen fenta ftrong de~ 


wayourof tachment after him, chat drove him quite out 


— 





Fees ey of his country, now a fecond time, and tor- 

ced him to take up his winter-quartersinGa-~ 
aaa za: fhe herfelf, in the mean time, taking the 
BAG Ee: city and garifon of Prolemais by affault, where 
f.att, and fhe was highly prefented by Alexander, and 


treats Alex- the prefenter alfo received with a dignity be- 


wnderwith | coming fo great and generous a quecn, to an 
gicat refpe 
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Book XII. 


‘proof ftill a 


gaintt all the didivulties of num. 
eae force, nay, and famine ittelf; being re- 
j folved among themfelves rather to abide all 
extremutics, than to fhrink, or yield to an ene- 
my. And for a further encouragement to this 
obitinacy, they were held in hand by Arctas Aretas holds 
an Arabian king, with the promile of a timely the Jews in 
faccour. But all came to nothing; for betore ee 
any fupply could be brought, Apollodotus was lice 
kill’d, and the town taken. “This Apollodotus Lytimachns 
was murder’d by the hand of Lyfimachus, his ™urders his 
own brother, out of mere fpite and envy, for oe 
the reputation he had gained among the people. anidelivene” 
After the faét committed, he got a party to- up the town. 
gether, and fo deliver’d up the city to Alex- 
ander. This prince, upon his firft entrance, 


‘unforcunate prince under the perfecution and | behaved himfelf as if he meant them nothing 
oppreilion of a common enemy, and that had | but moderation, good-will, 


and fair quater. 


no other fan@tuary to repair to. Some of the | But this peaceable humour did not Jatt long, 
queen’s friends were for perfuading her to fol-! for he turn’d his foldiers loofe among them 


low different meafures, fuggefting to her to 
make the beft advantage of her opportunity, by 
feizing Alexander, urging how impolirick it 
would be to leave fuch a number of Jews un- 
der the command of one fingie man: but Ana- 
nias loudly declaim’d againft the unreafon- 
ablenefs of fuch a proceeding, as highly injuri- 
ous toall the tics and duties of hofpitality and 
common faith; efpecially toa friend and a 
kinfman, under fo facred a truft: befide, that 
one fuch act of injuftice would turn againit her 
the hearts of all the honeft Jews upon the face 
of the earth. The queen was fo mightily plea- 
{cd with this plain-dealing fimplicity of Ana 
nias, that fhe did not only forbear prefling any 
thing that was hard upon Alexander, but re- 





nd renews a - : : : 
secta. newda Icague of friendfhip with him, atScy- 

may wich chepolis, a city of Cele-Syria. ; 

eae No feoner did Alexander find himfelf out 

thopoli-. 


Alevender Of the power and fear of Prolemy, but he im- 
takes Gadara mediately undertook an expedition into Cele- 
and Arathus. Syria; where, after a ficge of ten months, he 

tock Gadara, and after that, Amathus, by 

much the ftrongeft fort upon the river Jordan, 

and the place where Theodorus the fon of Ze- 
‘Theederas 10, in an_ outrage of revenge, fell upon the 
cunot izzco Jews by furprizc, cut off ten thoufand of their 
Jews by far- men, and took Alexandcr’s baggage: but this 
Pees: unexpected difafter did not yet divert the king 
from his defign upon Raphia, a fca-coaft town, 
and Anthedon, which was afterwards by He- 
rod called Agrippiades; both which he redu- 
ced by force. Ptolemy had by this time left 
Gaza, and betaken himfelf again to Cyprus, 
his mother Cleopatra alfo being gone back to 
Egypt: fo that Alexander took this occafion of 
revenging himfclf upon the people of Gaza for 


Tle befieees 
! 


ere calling in Prolemy to their fuccouragainft him ; 
toakes a laid fiege to the town, and at the fame time 
our filly ravaged their country. While Alexander was 
Hppu ic 1: betore the place, Apollodotas their comman- 
Jeu ae der made a ftout fally-one night with two thou- 
fence. fand mercenaries, and ten thoufand of the ci- 


tizens well armed, upon the camp of the Jews ; 
and fo long as ic was dark, the ‘befieged had 
the better of it, upon an apprchention ot Prole- 
my’s teing come up with relict: but fo foon 
as everthcy had day-light to fhew them the 
truth of the matter, the Jews rally’d, and 
made fo furious a charge upon the gari- 
fon, that they deftroy’d a thoufand of their 
nen: but the courage of rhefe people was 


* Vaillant in his NummiSeleycidarum, p. 376, endeavours to shew that Jofephus is ina miftake here. 


immediately after, with a commiffion at large 
‘to kill, burn, and deftroy at pleafure. ‘This A bloody 
licence they extended to a direét maflacre, maffacre. 
though it coft them dear enough too ; for there 

dicd as many of the Jews, asof the town 

men. Some, in fhort, fet fire to their own 
houfes, that the enemy might not be the bet= 

ter for them; others laid violent hands upon 

their very wives and children, chafing rather - 

,to have them die free, than live flaves. The 
magiftracy of the town happen’d to be in coun- 

cil when thefe barbarous troops came into the 

city, and the fenators, to rhe number of five 
hundred, fled immediately to the temple of 
Apollo for fanétuary ; but they were all flaugh- 

ter’d to a man, the town fack’d and levell’d 
and Alexander, after a ycar fpent before it, goes back to 
returned to Jerufalem. Jerufalem. 

Mvucx about this time it was that Antiochus, The deatlr of 
otherwife called Gryphus, was kill’d by the po 
treachery of Heracleon,in the year of his life 7*7P™"* 
forty five, and the nine and twentieth of his 
reign. His fon Seleucus fucceeded him, who 
waged war with his uncle Antiochus, call’d 

vyziccnus, whom he worfted and took prifoner Scleucus _ 
in abattle, and put him to death. Antiochus, routs Antio- 
the fon of Cyzicenus, whofe firname was Eu- ene: Syeice 

és nus ; takes 

febes, came a while after to Arad, where he him prifoner, 
was crown’d; and makingwar after this, upon and puts him 
Seleucus, he beat him at one battle out of al] to death. 
Syria, whence he fled tor fatety to Celicia: And 
in requital for the protcétion he recciv’d among 
the Mopfeates, he Jaid heavy taxes and impo- 
fitions upon them, which they took in fuch 
indignation, that they put fire to his palace, 
and burnt mafter and fervants all together 
alive, 

Wuttre Antiochus Cyzicenus was in pof- 
{cffion of the government of Syria, there was 
another Antiochus, the brother of Scleucus, 
who madc war upon him, wherein he loft his 
life and his army; after which his brother 
Philip took the crown to himfelf, and go- 
vern’d part of Syria. Prolemy Lathur u 
this fent for his fourth brother Demetrius 
ccrus, to Gnidus, whom he conitituted king of 
Damafcus, Antiochus, for the time he liv’d,made 
a ftout refiftance againgt his brothers ; but being 
call’d upon foon after to the affiftance of Lao- 
dice, the queen of the Galadenes, who was 
then in war with the Parthians, he was * flain 
in the field with his fword in his hand, beha- 
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Ptolemy 

ON makes Deme- 
fue trius Kucera 
king of Da- 
matcus. 
Antiochus 
flain by the 
Parthians. 
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ving himfelf like a man of honour and refo- the two partics, whether Demetrius could © 
pailipand lution; and after his death the government | bring over more of Alexandei’s foreigners to 
Demetrius of Syria defcended to his two brothers, Phi- | bim, (being all Grecks,) or Alexander, on 
fucceeded t© Tig and Demetrius, as has been faid heretofore. | the other hand, gain over more of Demetrius’s 
the BO ‘Turre was about this time a mott feditious Jews to himfelf They fpent fome time in 


ent of Syria. } . ean ermep ae 
Mesander affront put upon Alexander by his own pco- | making ufe of this fort of policy, bur finding 
that there was no good tv be done on eithcr 


atfronted by ple. It was a cuftomary thing among the 

hisown pe" Tews to march with boughs of citron or palm- hand that way,-they brought ic to a battle, 

pars trees in rheir hands upon the celebration of the and Demetrius got the day; Alexander’s 
auxiliaries doing as much however as it was 


teait of tabernacles, and as Alexander was up- t 
on his preparation to facrifice, and affift at the | poflible for brave men to do; for they died 
every foul of them upon the fpor with fword 


folemnity, the multitude fell to pelting him |< f b 
with citrons, and with fuch provoking lan-|in hand; and the lofs on the other fide was Hye wacioaes 
guage of flave, and the like, that in a rage he alfo very confiderable. Alexander, upon this ‘he eae ee 

Ile puts fix, caufed a matter of fix thoufand of them to be | defeat, was forced to fly to the mountains for tains, and fix 

reluge; where, by a ftrange turn of compaffion thoufand Jews 


thouland of | put to death, and was forced to fet up a par- ec; Ww : 
them todeath. tition of wood about the temple and the altar, for his misfor tune, a matter of fix thoufand f¢pairro him. 
Jews came up to him, and join’d him. De- 


to the very place where only the pricfts were 5 c i 
admitted, to kecp off the crowd. He made | metrius took fuch an apprehenficn at this en- eee 
ufe of Pifidians and Cilicians for his mercena- | forcement, and the inclinations of the people, bi che jee 
ries; but for the Syrians, he -did not love that he prefently quitted, and retir’d. But maintain the 
them, and durft not truft them. He got the the Jews, after all this, ftood their ground war againtt 
better, in fine, of the Arabians; laid-the Mo- fill, neverthelefs, and carried. on thé war Alexander. 
abircs and Galaadites under contribution, and | #gainft Alexander upon the ftock of their own 

He demo- —_ deftroy’d Amathus without the leaft oppofition refolution and credit; notwithftanding that 

lifhes ave from “Theodorus. He made war alfo upon they were perpetually baffled and cut to pieces 

ees Obed the king of Arabia, but falling into an | 25 often as they fought. They were torced aeons 

upon Obed. ambufh near Gadara in Galilce, he was forced |" the conclufion, with the beft of their men, up FS Bethe 
by a prefsof camels into the mouth of a nar- | ©° betake themfelves to Bethama for protec- ma, takes the 
row craggy paflage; from whence, with infi- | 107, where Alexander coop’d them up; and town, and 

nite difficulty, he made a fhift to clear him- 


taking the town, carricd the people prifoners C@tries the 
felf, and fo got fafe to Jerufalem. ‘This dif- 


to Jerufalem, where he committed the moft People prifo- 
A fix year’s . after of Alexander’s was follow’d with a fix. 


e. $e > ners to Jeru— 
execrable barbaritics that can be imagin’d. falem. J 
rebellion chat : 2 : 
vent the lives YCars_ rebellion, which coft thé Jews no lefs 


As he was feafting himfelf, and his concu- Hight hun- 
of fifty thou~ than fifty thoufand lives, ‘The king was weary bines, in a turret that had the advantage of ded Jews 
fand Jews. Of the war, and would fain have been at quiet; 


a large profpeét, he made it part of his enter- Spee 
but the more he fought for a reconciliation, 
the further were they from it; infomuch, that 


talnment, to treat his company with the fpec- 
tacle of the gibbeting of eight hundred Jews, 

asking them at laft what it was poflible for him | With their wives and children, and the cutting 

to do to content them, they bad him with one 

voice cut his own throat; and thereupon he 


of their throats in the fight of one another 
yet living. It was a terrible provocation, ’tis 

They call in invited Demctrius Eucerus to their aid. 

Demetrius to on 3 


true, for fubjeéts not only to rebel, but to 
metrius Join alfo with ftrangers againft their lawful 
their aflif-- 
Tance, 



































prince, to the extreme hazard of his life and 

dignity, as this was the cafe; and then to re+ 

duce him at laft to the neceflity of giving up 

again to the king of Arabia, what he had taken 

from the Moabitcs and Galaadites, as a com- 

pofition not to affift his revolted fubjects 

againft him; to fay nothing of other outrages 
innumerable of the fame kind. 'Thefe were 

all very great provocations, but not fufficient 

yet to warrant fo unnatural an inhumanity. 
The rigour, in fhort, was fo deteftable, that Alexander, 
the Jews gave Alexander the name of * Thra- for his barba- 
cidas for it, There were about eight thou- rity, nick~ 
fand of the army, however, that made a fhift ie Aias 
to get away by night, and fpent their days” “" 
aftcrward in a kind of banifhment, fo long as 
Alexander liv’d ; but this tumult once over, 

he had a peaceable reign of it ever after. 

Demerrivs went trom Judea to Berea, pemetrius 
where his brother Philip was, and with an befieges Be- 
army of ten thoufand foot, and a thoufand rea, with his 
horfe, laid fiege to the town. Straton, the pee Aus 

< oa ~ 3 a ip in ir, 
prince of the place, and a friend of Philip’s, while he him- 
called in to his aiffiftance Zizus an Arabian felf is at- 
prince, and Mighridates Sinaces, the Parthian tack’d, and 

encral, who with a powerful army attack’d er ee 
emetrius, and diftrefs’d him fo hard both Esha. 
with darts and arrows, and with droughe for and fent to 


want of water, that Demctrius with his people ie lng 98 
arth, 





CHAP. XXIL 


Demetrius Eucerus marches againft Alexander, 
and defeats bim.in a battle. His auxiliaries 
are all flain toa man, Six thoufand Fews re- 
pair to him in the mountains. Demetrius re- 
tires, and the Fews make head againft Alex- 
ander, who fouts them up in Bethaua, and 
carries them prifoners to Ferufalem. Eight 
hundred Fews put to death for a fpedlacle. 
Alexander nick-nam’d Thracidas, for his butch- 
erly cruelty. Philip befieg’d in Berea by his 
brother Demetrius, who is himfelf affaulted in 
his camp by Zieus and Mithridates, and car- 
vied away prifoner to the king of the Parthians, 
Demetrius dies, and his brother Philip enters 
upon the government of Syria. 


Emetrius Euccrus, in conjunétion with 

chofe who called him in, marched to their 

affiftance with an army of three thoufand horfe, 

and forty thoufand foot, and encamped near 

Sichem, where Alexander, with about fix 

thoufand and two hundred forcign mercenaries, 

and fome twenty thoufand of his own faction, 

A battle wene out to meet him. The armies being 
fonght be- now drawn up, it came to a trial of skill up-: 


twixt Deme- : : : 
tris, and O8 the point of flratagem and addrefs berwixt 
Alexander : a Se 
wortted, * Becanfe the Thracians were remarkably crac} and bloody, as appears from Thucydides and other biftérigns. 
Wels 
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prifoner, and afterwards fent for a prefent to 
Michridates. a Parthian king. What Antio- 
chians were found in the tents, were Icit at 
liberty to go back to Antioch. ‘The king of 


were foreed co furrender, himtelf being kept a | 


Parthia treated Demetrius with great honour ; 
fell fick, and | 


and refpect; but he foon atter ; 
dicd. Philip after this battle immediatcly 
repair'd to Antioch, and enter’d upon the go- 
yernment of the whole kingdom of Syria. 








CHAP. XNII. 


Antiochus Dionyfius makes bimfelf king of Da-. 
mafeus, His brother Philip, by the belp of 
Milefins, fupplants him. The ingratitude of 
Milcsfius, whe afterward feuts the gates upon 
Philip, and keeps it for Aatiocbus. Alexan- 
der fortifies all the avenues from Caparfaba, or 
Alntipatris, to Foppa. Autiocbus breaks in up- 
on Alexander; @& bloody battle enfues, Antio- 
chus is kill'd, and bis army routed.  Aretas 
chofen king of Cele-Syria. ‘He falls into Fu- 
fet, and gives Alexander an overthrow, ana 
the coutes to an agreement with him «pon 
terms. dlexander takes in feveral places by 
affault ; depofes Demetrius, and returns to Fe- 
rufalem. The large poffeffions of the Fews. 
Pella deftroyed. Alexander falls fick of ade- 
Lauch at the fiege of Ragaba. Alexander de- 
plor:s ber condition to ber husband,’ who ad- 
wifes ber to caft herfelf wholly upon the Pha- 
vifccs, and fo he dies. 


A N TIOCHUS, otherwife call’d Dio- 
nyfius, and the brother of Philip, took 
the opportunity of his brother’s being then 
se with his army in an expedition againft 
the Parthians; and having an cye upon Da- 
mafcus, got pofleffion of the place, and himfelf 
Antiochus declared king there. The tidings of this ad- 
king of Da venture brought his brother Philip immediate- 
Hic brother LY in all haftc to Damafcus, where, by a fecret 
Philip goss intelligence with Milefius, the governor of 
insothetown, the fort, he was quietly reccived into the 
an RP Ene town; but to difguife the matter, he gave the 
mie officer no reward, for fear he fhould be thought 
to come in rather by treachery, than by the 
force of his authority and credit; but Mile- 
fius was even with him for it afterward ; for 
Philip being abroad once at the Circus for his 
Mileiius gets. exercife and diverfion, Milcfius fhut che gates 
porsthon of upon him, and referv’d the city for Antio- 
the plaice, and hives : A : 
prelerves ic CUS; who, upon the firft news of it, pofted 
for Autio. inftantly back again out of Arabia, and with 
shius an army ol cight thoufand foot, and cight hun- 
dred horfe, marched ‘dircétly into Judea. 
Alexander, upon this incurfion, drew a large 
and deep ditch from Caparfaba, now called 
Antipatris, up to the very fea of Joppa, which 
was the only acceflible way to the town. He 
ercetcd a wall allo with intervals of feveral 
wooden towers, which he carried on for an 
hundred and fatty * furlongs in length, and 
there he waited for Antiochus, who, withoug 





A bloody 

battle betwixt 

Antiochus Cara . 

and Alexan- and fo pafs’d his army into Arabia, where the 

der. enemy gave way upon the firft encounter; but 
advancing afterward with a body of ten thou- 
fand horfc, Antiochus charging in direétly 





JOSEPHUS 


as furc of the victory. 


my, who inttantly upon his tall fled in a rout 
to Cana, where the greater part of them pe- - 
rith’d for want of bread, 














{pite and oppofition to Prolemy the fon of 





more ado, fet fire to thefe wooden contrivances, 
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upon them, it came to a bloody difpute 5 but 

preifing in too cagerly to the relict of one of 

his wings that he teund over pewer’d, it was 

his fortune to be kilVd, when he was as good Antiochus 
Vhe death of the ge- kill'd, and 
his army 
routed, 











neral difcouraged the hearts of the whole ar- 


Areras next obtain’d the government of Arezas fuc- 


Cele-Syria, being call’d and invitcd thereto ceeds to the 


government 


by the people of Damafcus, ont of a pure 
=e OF Cele-Syria 


Menneus. He enter’d Judca with an army, 
overthrew Alexander near Addida; and then 
upon conditions betwixt them two, return’d 
back from whence they came. 

ALExanper went on, and tcok Dion by Alexander 

affault; marching thence to Ela, where Zeno’s takes Dion, 
treafure lay, and all he had that was rich and Effa, and af 
precious. He ran firft three walls about it, On ae ; 
and then made himfelf mafter of it by ftorm, the vale of 
as he did atterwards of Gaulana, and Seleu- Antiochus 
cia, the vale of Antiochus, and the fortrcefs of and Gamuls. 
Gamala, And in regard that there were ma- 
ny gricvous mifdcmcanors laid to the charge 
of Demetrius, formerly the mafter of thefe 
places, he diveited him of his royal authority. 
When he had fpent fome three years in this 
courfe of aétion, he carried his army back 
again, to the great fatisfaction of the Jews, in 
regard that they faw every thing fuccecded fo 
well in his hands. 

Tue Jews were at that time in pofteflion of The Jews 
Syria, Idumca, and Phenicia; the tower of havea large 
Straton upon the fea, Apollonia, Joppa, Jam- command. 
nia, Azotus, Gaza, Anthcdon, Ruaphia, Rhi- : 
nocura; and in the midland, of Idumca, 
Adora, and Marifla; all Samaria, and the 
mountains of Carmel and Itabyr. And belide 
thefe, of Scythopolis, Gadara, Gaulanitis, 
Seleucia, and # Gabala. And in the land of 
the Moabites, of Effebon, Medaba, Lemba, 
Oron, Telithon, Zara; and in Cilicia, Aulon 
and Pella. This lait they demolifhed for re peta demo- 
fafine to conform to the laws and cuftoms of lited. 
the ewe They had likewife other confider- 
able places in Syria, that came but latcly to 
be under their jurifdiction. 

AxLexanver dcliver’d up himfclf toward ayoyander 

eke ; Alexander, 

the cnd of his reign, to intemperance and de~ petwixt de 
bauch, and drank himfelf into a quartan aguc, bauch and 
that held him for full three years; but yet at fatigue, dies 
the fame time he attended the affairs both of Of * queee 
his army and government, which betwixt the shi. 
diftemper of his wine, and the fatigue of his ~ 
cares, brought him quickly to his:cnd, He 
dicd upon the fronticrs of the Gerafens, at 
the ficge of the caftle of Ragaba, on the fur- 
ther fide of the river Jordan. 
Wuen the queen Alexandra found him re a poyandra 
duced to the laft extremity, and out of all pemoans rhe 
hope of recovery, ihe fell into a paffionate cafe of here 
tranfport of wecping, beating her breafts, and ©IF and fa- 
lamenting the mifcrable condition of herfelf mily ro her 
and children, in terms to this cffeét: ‘ Alas, peut 
“ my dear, fays fhe, what will become of 
your poor helplefs wife and children now, 
“ without fo much.as one fritnd in the world 
“ to truft to, and left in the. hands too of 
‘© your mortal cnemics.”? ¢ Well, fays Alex- 
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An hundred and fity furlongs amounted to about nineteen Englifh miles 


} Card. Noris, in his book de Epocha Syromaced. reads Gamala, 


“ ancler, 
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Chap. XXL 
Chaps 


wander 
Atesandé : 
adviles the 


queeHt what tO ¢¢ 


‘do. 


Alexander 
dies in the 
twenty fe- 
venth year of 
his reign. 


“ander, if you would be fafe and happy 
“ when I am dead and gone, and you and 
your children quietly fuccecd to the go- 
vernment, mind what I fay now, and be 
© fare to follow my counfel, _In the firft place 
‘ keep my death conceal’d from the foldiers 


«e 
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. 
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“ triumphant to Jerufalem with the news ot 
“ ic, and make your firft court to the Phari- 
 {ces, as the only way to make yourfelf po- 
pular; for your character rifes or falls ac- 
“ cording to their opinion of you; for there are 
*© nofuch friends where they love, or enemics 
« ‘where they hate :. whether they fpcak 
“ truc or falfe, good or evil, ’tis all a cafe 
“ to the. multitude, that believes them all 
“ alike, whatever thcy fay.” I {peak this up- 
“ on experience; for it has been my morofe- 
“ nefs to: this feét, and nothing elfe, that has 
“ curn’d the hearts of the whole nation againft 
* me; therefore, fays he, when you.come’to 
“ Jerufalem, fend for fome of the leading men 
“ Of that party, lay the ‘corps before them, 
«* and cell them in words as near the truth as 
© the matter will bear, fomewhat to this pur- 
** pofe ; that is to fay, that out of the reve- 
“ rence you have for their generofity, picty, 
* and juftice, you do now deliver up the body 
“to be difpofed of as they in their wifdom 
* fhall judge meet, whcther for fcorn and in- 
““-famy, without the rites of burial, or by 
“© any other way of exemplary juftice upon it 
“ for paft indignities, or otherwife, at their 
* pleafure; afluring them that you fhall ever 
“ refign yourfelf to their authority and pru- 
* dence, not only in this, but in all other 
“matters of a publick nature. Do but fol- 
* low thefe meafures, and depend upon it 
“© there will be a care taken for the decencies 
‘ of an honourable and a magnificent funeral, 
“ and for the fettling of yourfelf and your 
« children in the exercife of your rightful 
* power. Let them but have the ruling of 
“ you, and it will-be their bufinefs to eftablith 
“ you in a peaccable riic over others.” As 
foon as he had given this advice to his wife he 
died, in the nine and fortieth year of his age, 
and the twenty feventh of his reign. 











. CHAP. XXIV. 

The fiate of Fudea under Alexandra. She con- 
fults the Phavifees about ber husband's body 
and the government. «llexander leaves tivo fons, 
Hyrcanas and Ariffobulus, and the regency to 
the queen. Elyrcanus is made high-pricft. The 
Pharifees govern in the quecn’s name. Ayriffo- 
Lulus remonfirates againf them. Several firong 
holds ptt into the bands of the male-contents 5 
only’ Hyvcania, Alexandrias, and Macherus, 
the queen referves to herfelf. Aviftobulus fent 
with ax army againft Ptolemy. Tigranes Sets 
down before Ptolemais with a prodigious ary. 
Mexantra compliments Tigranes with an em- 
haf. Cleopatra makes head againf? him. In 
etllus gives Mithridates an overthrow. Ti- 
granes returns with bis army. Alexandra falls 


Jick. The queen's thie forts declare for Ari-. 
Alexandra claps up bis wife and 
The people come flocking into him. 
Flyrcanus and the elders complain of him to the: 


Srobulis. 
children, 


queen, The death and charatier of Alexandra. 
‘ ‘ 
O foon as the caflic was taken, Alexandra 


applicd herles. immediately to the Phari- 
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the Antiquities of the Jews. 













till the caftle is taken, and then do you go. 
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Alexandra 
commitsall . 
to the Uhari- 
fees. 


fees, according to her husband’s directions, 
leaving the whole affair of the body, and of 
the government, to their difpofal. Uponythis 
infinuation, the Phariiecs, who befor: had 
been the greateft enemies fhe had in the world, 
became her greateft friends; addreffling them- 
felves prefently in an harangue to the people 
upon the glorious exploits of Alexander, the 
irreparable lofs of fo juit a prince; and by 
thefe-rhctorical flourifhes of condoling, rais’d 
the paffions of the multitude to fuch an ex- 
treme pitch of. forrow, that they thought him 
worthy of a funeral folernnity beyond: all that 
ever went before him. : ; 

- Turis prince left at his death two fons, Hyr- Alexander 
canus and Ariftobulus, but devolvéd the re~ leaves two” 
gency by his laft reftament to his wife Alex- 0m») Fyrca- 
andra. © Hyrcanus, the. elder brother, was a febulus, and 
lover of his eafe, and a.:man not qualified for the queen re- 
the-cares.and.adminiftration of publick affairs. gent. 
Ariftobulus, on the contrary, was naturally 
daring and induftrious; but the miother all this 
while ‘was the favourite of the people, for the 
diflike' fhe fhew’d in her husband’s life-time to eo 
his. male-adminiftration. »» By her‘affiftance andHyrcanus ad- 
advice, Hyrcanus was'pronioted to the ponti- veniees to the 
ficate, hot. for feniority ‘or parts, but upot the P Soret 
account of his natural indolence. Upon’ the ThePharifees 
whole matter, the queen did but execute the direct, and 
Pharifecs orders; and at the’ fame time when the avec 
the fign’d and feal’d, the other govern’dy nay, ““"™* 
and the common people had it in charge to 
pay them all obedience, She appointed’ alfo 
the revival of the Pharifccs orditiances’and: 
traditions, which her father-in-law had -abo- 
lifh’d; and at this rate every thing was done 
in the queen’s name'by the others power ;. for 
at their inftance exiles were recall’d, prifoners 
fet at liberty, andthe like. In fome few cafes, 


|’tis truc, fhe aéted by her own proper autho-: 


rity; that is to fay, ihe kept a mercenary ar-' 
my in pay, and augmented her forces’ to '‘fuch 
a degree, that the kings, her neighbours, ftood.. 
in awe of her, as appear’d by the fecurity they 
gave her in hoftages for their good behaviour. 
Her reign, in. thort, would have been quict 
cnough, but for the troublefome importunitics 
of the Pharifecs, that would ftill be putting 
her upon one mifchief or another. As when 
they prefs’d her for juftice upon thofe that ad- A proud and » 
vifed the death of the cight hundred perfons 4 cruel fort of : 
before mentioned 3; upon which inftigation, poopie, 
Diogenes was cut off in the firft place, arid fo 
one aftcr another, till at laft feveral of the 
moft eminent men concern’d went direétly in 
a body to the queen herfelf, with Ariftobulus 
at the head of them, who fhew’d in his coun+ 
tenance, the difguft he had at fuch proceedings, 
and that he wanted only powcr and opportu~ 
nity to bring his mother to reafon. His fol» Ariftobulus 
lowers took this occafion of remonftrating to and other 
the queen, what proofs they had given their eminent mes 
late mafter of their faith and loyalty, through ficen Salat 
all extremitics and. hazards, acknowledgin ‘Shem: 
alfo the gencrous returns they had receive 
in honours and rewards for their fervices; and 
they were now in hopes, they faid, that all 
this fhould not be turn’d to their difadvan- 
tage; and atter cleaping the {words of their 
enemies in an open war, to be deliver’d up 
for factifices like beatts,’ to the malice of 
treacherous enemics at home in a time of peace, 
and. there to.perith without any miunndr'of re- 
drefa.. Nay, they faid further,! that if their 
‘adverfarics would but ftop there, and content 

. Sate them- 


' : { 
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Offices in return. In thors, he took Prolemais, 
and was no fooner matter of ir, but word was 
brought him of the rout ot Mirhridates by Lucultas 
Lucullus, his cfeape upon the puriuic into Tbe- routs Mithri- 
ria ; and that when Lucullus faw he could not dares, 
overtake him, he ftruck off into Armenia, 
where he was at that time ravaging and de- 
ftroying the country, Upon this intelligence, 
Tigranes immediately marched off with his Tigranes 
army, and returned home again. 4 goes home 
Tue queen Alexandra tell fome time alter yee 

this into a dangerous fit of ficknefs, which fal. fick, 
gave Arittobulus as fair an opportunity of play- 
ing his own game as his heare could with ; to 
that flipping out in the night, attended only 

by one fervant, he arriv’d privately at the forts 
and caftles, where his father’s friends were in 

arifon, as hath been faid already. Ariftobu- 

us had been a long time very much unfatit- 
fied with his mother’s way of government 5 

but conlidering her prefent indifpofition, and. 

the danger of the whole family’s lying at the 
mercy of the Pharifees, in cafe of her death 5 
Hyrcanus, the rext in fucceffion, being their 
property and creature to all manner of pur- 
pofes, and utterly unqualified for the exercife 

of any publick charge, he found himfclf more 
uneafy under thefe circumftances than ever. : 
No mortal knew any thing of his delign but 
his own wite, whom he left behind him at 
Jerufalem, with his children, and fo went to 

Agada, where he was very gcncroufly re- 

ceived by Galcftes, a perfon of cminent qua- 
lity there. Alexandra mifs’d him the very 
next day after his departure, but not to much 
as fufpeéting what he was about, till they 
came to underitand by one meflenger after an- 
other, that this, and that, and t’other fortrefs 4 piaopulus 
were gone over to him; and there was no more gains the 
in ic at laft neither, than as onc led the way, three forts 
for the reft to follow. This turn put the over to him. 
queen and the people into a defperate contu- 
fion; for they look’d upon Ariftobulus as 2 
perfon likely enough to fer up for himfelf, and 





















themfelves with the blood they had fpilt al- 
ready, fueh was the reverence they had for 
their fuperiors, that they weuld patiently ft 
down without fo mach as complaining of any 
thing that was pait; but it they thould be al- 
lowed {till co perfit, they would only beg 
leave to withdraw, which, without the queen’s 
permiffion, they durit not prefume to do, 
though they were fure otherwife to lofe their 
lives, even in the palace icfelt: To fay no- 
thing how highly ic would retleét upon her 
majeftv’s hencur to countenance the fworn 
enemies of her dead husband, againtt his tried 
friends: or how welcome a hearing it would 
be to Arectas the Arabian, and other cnemy 
princes, to find that Alexandra had clear’d her 
court of a fort af a people, whofe very names 
had been formerly a terror to them. Bur, faid 
they further to the queen, if this be yet too 
much, and that vou are abfolutely refolv’d to 
indulge the pride and ambition of the Phari- 
ices, in preference to all other confiderations, 
you may be pleated to difpofe of us only in- 
to cattles and garifons clfewhere ; for if this 
be the face thar attends Alexander’s friends, 
we dhall be content for the remaining part of 
our lives to live in privacy and obfcurity. 
Turse words and many mere to the fame 
purpote, drew tears from all thar were there 
prefenc, partly ouc of grict tor thofe that were 
Vain already, and partly out of an apprehen- 
tion for the reit that were vet in danger, cal- 
ling out, in general, upon the ghott of Alex- 
ander. There was no man fpoke fo freely as Ari- 
ftobulus, both upon the main caufe, and in 
particular reflections upon his mother. Bur all 
this was their own fault at lait, in gratifying 
the impetuous pailion of a malicious woman 
againft all right and reafen, with the reins of 
government, efpecially where there was no 
danger of a failure for want of a fucceffor. 
Aiesenes THe queen was fo hard put to it for an an- 
nary Arifto-_ fwer to thefe expoftulatory propofals, that fhe 
bals: in pot could not do better than to put the malecon- 
ae tents into ftrong holds and garifons, upon |in as faira poflibilicy of carrying his point ; 
pisces, faving condition that Hyrcania, Alexandrias, and befide the difmal apprehenfion of being call’d 
three calles” Macherus, where the depofited her jewels, |to a bloody account for the outrageous barba- 
treafure, and rich gocds, might be none of jrities they had committed upon feveral of his 
them. She fent her fon Ariftobulus a little | particular friends. In this conftcrnation they Alexandra 
_while after this, with an army toward Da-| could think of no better expedient than to fe- makes his 
mafcus againft Ptolemy, firnamed Menncus, a | cure the wife and children of Ariftobulus un- yp = 
very troublefome prince to his neighbours; but | der a guard in the citadel, near the temple. uese pr 
ke returned foon after trom that expedition, | While this was in agitation, the people came 
without doing any thing of moment. flocking to him in fuch throngs, that there 
WuiLe things were in this pofture, came a | feemed to be fomething in it, both of the tu- 
report that Tigranes the king of Armenia was mult, and of the pomp of a court. In fhort, 
fallen into Syria with an army of five hundred | in fifteen days ke made himfelf mafter-of two Two and 
thoufand men, and with a defign to march | and twenty caftles ; and when he had thus fe- twenty caftles - 
fzGdenly into Judea. Alexandra was fo fur- | cured himiclf, both of a ftand and a retreat, dee 
Bey - at ave < : . ~ im in nitech : 
priz’d at this intelligence, (as indeed the had | he quickly got an army together from Mount days, 
reafon to be,) that ihe forthwith fent ambatia- Libanus, Trachonitis, and the princes there 
dors with a compliment and prefents to Ti-| abouts, who were forward enough upon‘ this 
granes, who was at that time before Prolemais. | occafion to help the ftronger fidc, in a pro- 
‘Lhe queen Selene, otherwife called Cleopa- | fpeét of the advantages they might reafonably 
tra, Who had then the government of Syria, expect for che fervice of raifing a new king 
animating her fubje¢ts to ftand upon their|to the throne. Upon this pinch of affairs, Hyrcanus and 
guard, and to oppofe Tigrancs’s entrance into | Hyrcanus and the elders of the Jews applicd the elders 
the country. The ambafiadors acquitted them- | themfelves to the queen for advice and dircc- Pre!s on i 
felves fo well toward the king on the behalf |tions what todo. They told her that Arifto- ae | 
of Alexandra and the whole nation of the |bulus, by virtuc of the places he had already ~ 
Jews, that with great inftances of acknow- | taken, was as good as maftcr of all the reft; 
ledgment and gceod-will for the honour and {thar they icund her, to their great gricf, in 
ref{pect of the cmbaffy, (and at fuch a diftance | ext.cmity; bur, however, fo long as fhe liv’d 
to0,) he gave them an aifurance of all good} they could do nothing without her, ever tho’ 
; r they 
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they faw themfelves upon the very. brink of| unneceffarily into the uncertainty of things to 
ruin. The queen’s reply was, *¢ That not|come, She kept herfelf ftrictly to modera~ 
‘© being in condition either of body or mihd}tion, even in the very ftretch of her power, 
** to charge herfelf with the publick, fhe had | and continued living and dying in an untaint- 
** Jaid all thofe cares afide, and remitted it|¢d reputation for her integrity and juftice ; 
* wholly to themfelvas, to confult the ne-| but in her family. fhe was yct fo unfortunate, 
“* ceflities of the government. ‘They had the} as to leave nothing of that dignity and power 
“* means of defence, fhe told them, in theirjto her pofterity, that. fhe had acquired with 
“* own hands, the ftrength of the nation en-|fo much difficulty and hazard, only, in truth, 
** tire, and wanted neither men nor money.”|to gratify a more than feminine ambition, 
Thefe were her laft words; and foon after fhe | The thing, in fhort, that ruin’d all, was the 

The death dicd, in the ninth ycar of her reign, and the|taking of her enemics for her advifers; by 

and character feyenty third of her life. which mifcarriage the government was lett 

of Alexandra. -Tyrs princefs was a woman of a character | without ahead.’ But the iniftakes of her reign 
even above her fex, ambitious both of honour | appeared more eminently in the calamities that 
and of command, beyond meafure; but with-|enfued upon them to the royal family after 
al, intent upon her bufinefs, and highly induf~|her death, This muft be faid, however, for 
trious, to the reproach of the ignorance and|her, that fo long as fhe liv’d, fhe kept the 
male-adminiftration of but too many mafcu-| people in peace. And we are now come to 
line governors. She made the prefent ftate the | the end of the life of queen Alexandra. 
greateft part of her care, without wandering 
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BOOK XIV. 
rom the Year of the Werld 3898 to 3929. 








Con Ahead: 


A cattle betwixt Hyveanus and Avificbalus, wherein the foriter is defeated. They come afterward 

a en ogreeinent , ~ariffcoulus to govern, and Hyrcanus to enjoy bis peace and liberty in a private 
Rite of Lite, 
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a great many of Hyrcanus’s foldicrs deferted, yee 

foregoing book, of the reign, | and went over to his brother; himfelf being Robulus in a 

life, and death of Alexandra:!driven into the citadel, where the wife and battle near 

Wee fhall now take the follow-{ children of Ariftobulus were kept prifoners, Jericho. 

ing part of the hiftory, in order| by the order and direction of his mother, as 

i nowt as it lics before us; with all] we have faid before; and the remainder of 

poifible care, as near as we can, ncither to fup-' the faétion took fanctuary for a while within 

prefs nor to omit any thing material, for{rhe verge of the temple, but render’d them- 

want of recollection or information. The | felves foon after. As matters cool’d by little pee 

memorials of antiquity are much in the dark,|and little, the brothers enter’d upon a treaty jn accommo- 

and in many cafes tircfome to the reader, as} of an accommodation, and came in the con dation. 

well as ob{cure; wherefore whoever enters|clufion to this agreement, that Ariftobulus 

upon this office, thould do well to make the] fhould be cftablifh’d in the poffeffion of the 

work as caty and as cntertaining as he can, in} government, and Hyrcanus be allow’d to live 

the very ornament of ftile and language; Duel ae eafe and liberty upon his own particular The articles 

with a reverence to truth in the fart place, for} fortune, without any moleftation, This con- formally 

fear of abuling and mifleading the world, un-| tract was fign’d and ratificd in the temple it~ fign’d and ra- 

der a pretence of informing them. felf, with all the formalities of joining hands, tifed in the 
Ty wasin‘the third year of the Olympiad | and promifes reciprocally interchang’d for the *™pl<: 

ene hundred and feventy feven, Q. Horten-| performance of covenants, concluding with a 

fius, and Q. Metellus Creticus, confuls, that | mutual embracc in the fight of all the people, 

Hyrcanus took upon himfelf the pontificate, | and fo departing, the one to his palace, the 

and Arittobuius immediatcly made war upon | other to his private apartment, under the roof 

him. They fought a battle at Jericho, and: of Ariftobulus. 
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rod’s wife’s tobarus, then 
fifter. to Alexas. 
I 
7 
| 
. ; a. > ee 
Pueroras, ‘Two fons. Two daugh- Berunice, A fon. A daughter Anripater, CALLEAS- 
married Cy- ters. married Arif Matried to married Cy- 
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to Theudion father in law. daughter of 
brother of Do- Herod the 
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ter of Simon, 
afterwards to 
Antipas, ano- 
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SS pete 
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Marcus, after- 
wards to He- 
rod king of 
Chalcis her 
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then to De- 
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procurator of 
Judea. 


Freee, 
A'GRIPP A, 
kill’d with his 
wife by an 
eruption of 
Vefavius. 


To be placed betweent p. 24.65 34:7- 





ee SSS eee ar : zi = ——— al 
Chap. IT. the Antiquities of the JEws. 347 








liver him up inso the hands of his enemics, 
Antipater went back again to Hyrcanus ,witn . 
an account of his bufinefs. When he hed.been 
fome fhort time at Jerufalem, he took Hyrca+ 
nus with him one night out of the city, and 
conducted him by long journies-to the city of 
Petra, where Aretas ‘képr his court 5: and here 
he employ’d his uttermoft credit with the 
king, (which was very: great,) in favour of 
Hyrcanus, and in order to the cftablithing of 
him in his paternal right, He tollow’d him fo 
clofe, in fine, with preffing inftances and gifts, 
that at laft he brought him over; Hyrcanus 
promifing him az the fame time, that if cver 
he came to be fettled in his kingdom by his 
means, he would reftore to him the country 
and the twelve cities, which had been taken © 
from the Arabians by his father ; that is ro fay, 
Medaba, Nabalio, Livias, Tharabafa, Agalla, 
Athone, Zoara, Orone, Mariffa, Rydda, Lu- 
fa, and Oryba. ; 























CHAP. IL 


Antipater makes an intereft for Hyrcanus againft 
Ariftobulus, and fets the people againft hin. 
Hyrcanus applies himfelf to Aretas for affif- 
tance aud protection.  Antipater agrees with 
Aretas about the receiving of him, and f{ettles 
the matter with him at Petra in Fyrcanus’s 


favour. 


OW. there was a certain Idumean of 

i Hyrcanus’s faétion, a man of wealth, 

yet a very bufy and troublefome fellow, his 

name Antipater, and a deadly enemy to Ari- 

itobulus. Nicolaus of Damafcus makes him 

to be of the firft ftock of Jews that came out 

of Babylon into Judea, out of a compliment 
probably to his fon Herod, who had the for- 

tune afterward to be advanced to the throne; 

of which we fhall {peak farcher in its proper 

place. This Antipater was at firft call’d by 

his father’s name, Antipas, who, they fay, was 

prefer’d by the favour of king Alexander and 

his wife, to the government of Idumea; where 

by the force of fair words, and large prefents, 

he madé a confidcrable intcreft with the Ara- 

' bians, Gazeans, and the people of Askalon; 

in truth, ftanding in fome awe of Ariftobulus, 

as well for his power to do him mifchicf, as 

for a grudge there was betwixt them. Young 

Antipater, = Antipater, finding that there was no good to 
makes 20 9° be done upon Ariftobulus, but by Ieflening him 
sane in his reputation among the pcople, betook 
gaint Ari- himfelf by the fecret ways of calumny and de- 
fiobulus. traction, to the making of parties, and ftirring 
up fears and jealoufies againft him. He would 

Woffices | be faying now and then, ** How unrcafonable 
done beww't «ea thing ic was for the younger brother to 
Pe aie fupplant the clder, ftrip him of his birth- 
‘** right, and ufurp the government to-himfelf; 

“ nay, and how mean a thing it was for fo 

*“ many noble Jews of power and credit to 

* look on and fufter it.” Fhe very fame words 

ferv’d him for Hyrcanus too; but advifing him 

withal, to get out of the way in time; forthe 

other party had mott certainly a delign upon 

his life, being all agreed upon it, that Arifto- 

bulus could never be fafe fo long as Hyrcanus 

was in being. Hyrcanus was an cafy good- 

natar’d man, and having no guile in himfelf, 

was not apt to fufpeét ic in others; fo chat this 

difcourfe did not work upon him as it was ex- 

pected it fhould; but the foftnefs of his na- 

turc, and the love he had for peace and quict- 

nefs, was invidioufly imputed to him as a want 

of fpiric and common fenfe. His brother Ari- 

ttobulus was juft the reverfe, being of a bold, 

daring, enterprizing temper. Antipater faw 

well enough, that with all his infinuations, he 

had not yet gain’d his point upon Hyrcanus; 

‘but this did not divert him however from ply- 

ing him with frefh cautions and importunitics, 

to have a care of his brother; infomuch, that 

he prevail’d upon him at laft to apply himfelf 

for protection to the Arabian king Aretas, with 

the offer of his own friendfhip and fervice over 

and above; which propofals feem’d the more 
plaufible, in regard thae Arabia borders upon 

Antipaer = Judea. ‘I'he refolution being taken, Antipater 
rir with goes his way immediately to Aretas, to treat 
tad the re. With him about the reception of Hyrcanus; 
toring of . and upon the fecurity both of his oath and ho- 
yan. nour, that he would not upon any terms de- 











CHAP. Of, 


Aretas gives Aviftobulus battle, forces him iuto 
Fertfalem, and befieges him in the tenzple. The 
pafchal feaft being at hand, thé Jews with. 
draw into Egypt. Oxnias fron’d to death by the 
rabble, for refifing to curfe Ariffobulus. God’s 
judgment upon the people for their perfidy and 

"~ quuyder, aig pana 7 


PON the encouragement of thefe pro- Arctas gives 
Ll ] mifes, Arctas advanced againft Ariflobu- Ariftobulus— 
lus wich an army of fifty thoufand horfe and an eee em 
foot; fought, and overcame him; .infomuch, rio thie: teme 
that finding himfelf -abandon’d by his foldiers ple, and at= 
going over to Hyrcanus, he was fore’d to fly faults him 
for refuge to Jerufalem; where Arctas, with ter 
his whole army, attack’d him in che very tem- 
ple ; the people unanimoufly joining with Hyr- 
canus againft Ariftobulus, the pricfts only ex- 
cepted. Arctas, on the other hand, with his 
Jews, as well as Arabians, pufhing on the af- .. 
fault with the uttermoft vigour. While this 
action was in hand, ‘the feaft of unleavened 
bread coming on, (that which we call the Paf- 
chal,) the chief men, of the Jews withdrew The Jews re- 
themfelves out of the country, and went into Ervot. 
Egypt 5 at which time, one Onias, a holy and BYP 
a righteous man, upon the apprehenfion of a 
civil war at hand, went out of the way, and 
hid himfelf. The Jews reflecting upon the 
piety of this man, and how he had obtained 
rain from God in an extremity of drought, 
brought him out into the camp, and there 
made it their requeft, that as He had formerly 
deliver’d them from the judgment of a famine, 
fo he woild now relieve them from a moft de-- 
ftructive war, by denouncing a malediction up- 
on Ariftobulus and his whole faction. He 
oppos’d ita great while, till ar laft being over. 
ruled by the multitude, he ftood up in the 
middle of them, and deliver’d an ejaculatory 
prayer to this purpofe: “ Lord, fays he, thou 
“© are the king of kings ; and fincc it is fo, that 
“< both we that ftand here before thee are thy 
** people, and they that are beficged in the 
“temple, are thy priefts, I do humbly be- 
** feech thee not to hear rhe prayer of either. 
** of them one againft the other.” Upon @pias fon'd 
which words fome of the vileft Jewith rabble to death by 
that flood by, fton’d him to death. This bar- the multi- 
Tece bariry tde- 
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barity of theirs was tollowed immediately by 
a divine jutticc, and the murder of Onias 
avenged in manner as follows: While Arifto- 
bulus with the pricits were thus befet in the 
temple, the pafchal feitival came on; at which 
time, according to cultom, the Jews offer’d up 
a great number of facrifices; but che befieged, 
not having fo many as they had occation tor, 
defir’d their brethren to fupply them at their 
own price; and fo they agreed ar one thou- 
fand * drachma’s a head, cach beatt, and the 
moncy to be paid down. Arittobulus and the 
pricits agreed to the price and the conditions, 
and fo lec down the money to them with a 
rope and a bag trom the temple wall. When 
A facrilegioes the beliegers had the money, they refuted to 
ea deliver the victims; and fuch was their thame- 
"Tels impicty, that they did not only break 
faith with men, but facrilegioufly robbed God 
himfelf ot a fervice that was dedicated to his 
honour. The priefts upon this perfidy, im- 
poted upon them under the countenance of a 
contract, ioined in a prayer to God, that this 
iniquity might not etcape unpunith’d. Their 
prayers were heard, and the judgment not 
deter’d; tor there tell immediately a violent 
tempeit, that deftrov’d all the fruits of the 
earth through the whole prosince; fo that 
ene meafare of wheat was fold for fifteen $ 
drachma’s. 


A judgement 
from Heaven 
overtakes 
them. 








CHAP. IV. 


Penipey fends Scaurus for Syria, who, upon the 
rekiiz of Damascus by Metellus and Lollius, 
pots Veay toward Fudea. Ayrcanus and Ari- 
JSiesuius prepefe ant alliance with Seaurus, who | 
clejes with Arificenlus, aud Lids Aretas with-| 
draw front the siege of Ferufalem at kis peril. 
Arifictulas S 
cuts of feren cheuiand of their nic, aad Ce-\ 
peal the brether of dutipater among the reft. 










i) 


OMPEY himfelf was at this time de~ 

tained in Armenia, by the war he had 
there with Tigranes; but in this interim fenr 
Scaurus into Syria. When he came to Damaf- 
cus, he found the city newly taken by Mctel- 
lus and Lollius; and fo he pofted forward 
withouc any itop toward Judea. As he was 
upon the way, there came ambafladors to him | 
trom Hyrcanus and Ariftobulus, both of them | 
folliciting an alliance cffenlive and detentive. | 
Arittobulus offer’d four = hundred talents, and 
Hyrcanus juft as much. Scaurus inclin’d ra. 
ther to Ariitobulus, as the more generous and 
folvent of the two, befide the terms he infifted 
upon were more practicable and cafy ; bur he 
look’d upon the other to be poor and ftingy, 
his conditions higher than his brother’s, and 
bimfelf at Jaft not fo refponfible 5 for it wus a 
much harder matter to carry fo ftrong and fo 
well fortified a city by affaulc, than to beat a 
vagecond parccl of Nabatheans and fugitives, 
net well provided nor accouter’d for the car- 





* A thoufa 
1 Fifteen drachmea’s amounted to about eight fhillings an 
= Four hundred Hebrew talents weighed forty five 
Jac in filver amounted to one hundred 
Five hundred talents weighed fifty feven thoufand and 
amounred to two millions, feven hundred and thirt 





cc 
wpen Aretas and Fiyrcanus,' 


nd Jewith drachma’s amounted to about twent 


GV 
: é 
rying on of thatwar. For thefe reufons Scau- 

rus agreed with Aritlobulus, took his menzy, 

and difcharg’d the fiege; ordering Aretas to 
withdraw, upon the peril of being accounted 

an enemy to the Roman people in cafe of re- 

tufal. Scaurus, atter this, went back to Da- 

matcus, and Ariftobulus advanced with a migh- Ariflobulus 
ty army againit Arctas and Hyrcanus; and gave Hyrca- 
engaging them in a place called Papyron, he "¥s and Are. 
gave them an overthrow,with the lois of about Sure 
feven thouland of the enemy, and Cephalio : 
the brother of Antipater among the ret. 








CHAP V. 


Ponipey goes to Danuyfius, and fo to Cele-Syria. 
Great court made to hin all the way be “goes. 
Aviftobulus makes him a niagnificent prefent. 
Gabinius and Scaurus charg’d with corruption. 
Pompey takes the canfe into Lis own Land, Pto- 
lemy Menuneus pays a thoufaad talents compofi- 
tion fer his head. The canfe of Hyrcanus and 
Arificbulus broaght to Daniafeus. Pompey 
geves them a hearing, and adjourns the trial; 
but drifiobulus gees away in a buff; without 
waiting for the iffie. 


I PON Pompey’s coming to Damafcus and Application 
-s Ccle-Syria, ‘a while after there came to Pompey 
ambatladors thronging to him trom all quar- from all quit 
ters; that is to fay, from all Syria, Egypt, (cr #Pon is 
and Judea. Arittobulus, above all the reit, via’ : 
fent him a meft glorious prefent, a golden vine A rich pres 
of |i five hundred talents, which Strabo the fent from 
Cappadocian gives an account of in thefe Ariftobulus 
words: ‘¢ There was a prefent made to Pom- 
“ pey out of Egypt, of a crown that weighed 
““ tour hundred picces of gold; and another 
“out of Judea, of a golden vine, or garden, 
to which they gave the name of Terpole, 
“or delight. ‘Thefe prefents were brought 
“ by ambafladors, and I myfelf faw the vine 
at Rome in the temple of Jupiter Capitoli-+ 
nus, with this infcription, Alexander king 
of the Jews. It was valued at five hundred 
talents, and pafs’d for the prefent of Arifto- 
bulus the prince of the Jews.” 
‘THERE came to Pompey not long after this 
other ambaffadors, Antipater on the part of 
Hyrcanus, and Nicodemus for Ariftobulus, 
who charged Gabinius and Scaurus with ta- Gabinius and 
king fums of moncy, the former ¥** three hun-Scaurus | 
dred taients, and the other four, thereby dif charged with! 
obliging them both. Pompey took the cog- Pompey fet 
nizance of the caufe into his own hand, and jime for hew- 
appointed the parties to attend him about it. ing the cault 
The fpring coming on, Pompey drew out of 
his winter quarters, and marched to Damaf- 
cus, deftroying the fort of Apamia, a fortifi- 
cation of Antiochus Cyzicenus by the way, 
having an eye likewife upon the country of 
Prolemy Menneus, a wicked man, and worfe, 
if poffible, than his kinfman Dionyfius Tripo- 
litanus, who lott his head by the hand cf juf- 
tice. But this man had the good fortune to 


Sce Strabo, 


ce 
ce 


a 


n 


a 


y nine pounds Englifh money. 
d nine pence of our money 


thoufand fix hundred and twenty five pounds, and their va- 
thirty fix thoufand eight hundred and fevent 


y five pounds Englith money. 
thirty one pounds, three ounces, and their value in gold 


y feven thoufand, five hundred pounds, Englith money. 
noufand two hundred and cighteen pounds, nine ounces, and their 
thoufand, fx hundred and fifty fix pounds, five fhillings, Englith 


** Three hundred talents weighed thirty four th 
value in filyer amounted to one hundred two 
money. 


redeem 


Chap. V. 

Polemy com redeem himfelf for a * thoufand talents, which 

pounds for Pompey divided among his foldiers. He 

his head. raifed the fort of Lycias alfo, where Silas the 

Jew had gotten poffeffion ; and fo pafling from 

thence toward Heliopolis and Chalcis, hc took 

the way of the mountain that lies betwixt 

them, and fo pafs’d into Cele-Syria, and then 

from Bella to Damafcus, where the controver- 

fy betwixt the Jews and their princes was 

brought to a hearing, Hyrcanus and Ariftobu- 

Jus being at odds one with another, and the 

common people againft them both, “ They 

Pompey gives “© Were not to be govern’d by kings, they faid, 

Hyreanus and © but by God’s priefts, according to the laws 

dziftobulus 4 and conftitutions of their country. They 

ae *© did not deny the faccrdotal extraétion of 

the two brothers; but they charged them 

* with a defign of enflaving the people, and 

“ fubverting the fundamentals of the govern- 
S* ment.” 

Hyrcanus infifted upon it, that he being 
the elder brother, Ariftobulus had violently, 
and againft all law and juftice, feiz’d upon his 
hereditary dignity and eftate; and depriving 
him of the prerogative of his birthright, re- 
duced him to the condition of a pentioner at 
his mercy and allowance; fetting forth how 
troublefome and vexatious he was to his neigh- 
bours both at fea and land, as a man born for 
mifchicf, and that it was only the turbulence 
of his ambitious humour that animated and 
tranf{ported the people into this revolt. You 
have here the fubftance of his plea, and he 
had at lcaft a thoufand of the moft eminent 
Jews that Antipater had engaged in his inte- 
reit, to itand by him in it. 

Axnirstosutus pleaded, on the other hand, 
that Hyrcanus was not fet afide .with any 
thought of ufurpation or encroachment, cither 
upon his title, or upon his inheritance, but 
purely upon the account of his incapacity for 
the neceflary offices of government, being fal- 
Jen to fuch a.degree of {corn and contempt 
among the common people, that, I-had no 
other choice before me, fays Ariftobulus, but 
cither to take the adminiftration into my own 
hands, or venture the tranflating of it into 
another family; and for the appellation of 
king, I only kept it as I found it, in the fame 
ftile of dignity that my father Alexander us’d 
betore me. Now this I am ready to make 
goed, fays he, by feveral witneffes here, pro- 
ducing at the fame time a company of gaudy 
foppith young fellows, fparkling in the vanity 
ot their drefs and trappings, fuch as all men 
of fooriety hated and defpifed, and fitter in 
appearance for that we call a ball, or an af- 
fembly, than to give teftimony in a court of 
juitice. . 

Pompey, upon the hearing of all partics, 
was in his judgment againft the intemperate 
the protmar,, Proceeding of Ariftobulus; but gave them 
end puts of however tor the prefent a fair difmiffion, with 
the tial to (a promife, that fo foon as ever he fhould have 
«nother time. reduce’d the Nabathcans into order, he would 

vilit their country, and do fomewhat farther 
in it; requiring them in the mean time to be- 


ee 


Hyrcanus’s 
plea. 


Ariftobulus’s 
defence. 


Pompey gives 
them a fair 
difmiffion for 


* A thoufand Syrian talents, for fuch we fuppofe are here meant, ; 
fifty feven pounds, nine ounces, fifteen pennyweights ; and their value in filver 
feven hundred and feventy three pounds, eight shillings, and nine pence, 
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have themfclves peaceably, and fo difcharg’d 
Ariftobulus with civility and refpeét, for fear 

he, being difgufted, might obftruét him in his 
paflage. But he was not to be wronght upon Ariftobulus 
by fair words it feems, for he went away pre- oes his way 
{ently to Delion, and, fo to Judea, withour M? Judea, 
waiting any further upon what Pompey had ine a ne 
promis’d. him. : be ; er upon Pom- 


pey- 








_, CHAP VI. 


Pompey finding himfelf affrouted, fends a fimmons 
to him. in Alexandrion, to come down, and 
Speak with him. Pompey demands the poffeffion 
of all the fortreffes in his power, and Arificbiu- 
lus delivers then up, but prefently withdraws 
to Ferufalem, and prepares for a war. While 
this was a doing, comes the news from, Pontus 
of Mithridates being poifon’d by his fon Phar- 
naces. 

r | 1HE mockery of this way of proceeding : 

provoked Pompey to fuch a degree, that pone 
he took the army he had provided againft the tion, ree 

Nabatheans, and joining them with the ‘aux- againft Arif 

iliary troops that he had rais’d at Damafeus, tobulus. 

and the reft of Syria, together with the Roman 

legions that he had under his command, and 

marched with them direétly toward Ariftobu- 

lus, pafling by Pella and Scythopolis, till he 

came to Coreg, which enters into the heart of 

Judea; where he found upon,the top of a moun- 

tain, a ftrong and a famous cattle, call’d Alex- 

andrion: And being told that Ariftobulus had fe finds hirs 

made choice of that place for his retreat, he in Alexan- 

gave him afummons to come down and fpeak ee 
with him; which he was prevail’d upon to do him down to 
by the people he had about him, for fear of fpeak with 
being engae’d in a war with the Romans, him. 

There pais’d fome difcourfe betwixt them, 

upon the fubjeét of the difpute between the 

two brothers; and after that formality was o- 

ver, Ariftobulus, with Pompey’s leave, return’d 

fafely back again to the caftle; and this he 

did over and over. again, to keep fair with 

Pompey, in all reafonable compliances, as 

the moft likely way to compafs his end: 

But this did not hinder him yet from putting 

himfelf into a pofture of defence in cafe of the 

worft, out ofa fear.and jealoufy he had of 

Pompey’s declaring for his brother. Pompey, afer feveral 

after this, order’d him to deliver up all the difcourfes, 

caftles that he was mafter of, and to fignify Ariftobulus 
fauch his will and pleafure to the governors ee up 

aaa . : .= all the caftles 
under his own hand, that.there might be no jy pis poflet 
place left for feruple or excufe. Ariftobulus fion. 

did as. he was appointed; but took it fo hei- He goes away 

noufly, chat he went away forthwith to. Jerufa- ae vee $e 

lem, to prepare, as he underftood the matter, ; 
for a certain war: It was not long: before Pompey foin 

Pompey, marching againft him, at the head of lows nim. 

his army, was met upon the way with an cx- 

prefs from Pontus, giving him an account of 
the death of Mithridates flain by his fon Phar- 


maces. 


Mithridates 
flain by his 
jon Pharnas 
a5 — . ces 
‘weighed fourteen thoufand two hundred and 

* amounted to forry two thoufand 

Englifh money. 
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CHAP. VU. 

Pompey incaaps et Jericho, and fo marches to- 
couras Ferupulem. Arificbulas offers hint nto- 
ney, and the pofleffox of the town. Ponipey 
complies, and fends Galinits to receive the mo- 
ney, bit the gates are feut againft him. A- 
rifcbulus is made a clofe prifoner upon it, aud 
Pompey lays fiege to the crty in perfon. 


OMPEY pitch’d his firft camp at Jeri- 

cho, a place famous for palm-trees and 
balfam, which is-the moft precious of gums, 
and only a diftillation from a little fhrub upon 

an incilion made in it with atharp ftone. The 
eug 13t morning he moved toward Jerufalem. 
clea Atiftobulus, by this time repented himfelf of 
"what he had done, arid went out to meet him 
with a compliment of offering hima fum of 
money, and the command ot the town; and 
whatever fatisfaction he fhculd further defire 

tor the preventing of a war. Pompey accept- 

ed cf his propofals, and fent Gabinius with a 
tedy of men into the city to receive the moncy: 

But he had only his labour for his pains; for 

the gates were fhut againft him. and he came 

. back empty-handed as he went out; the faule 
being laid upon the foldicrs that would not 
ftand cto the agreement. Pompcy had fuch an 
indignation fer this attront, that he kept a 
ftrictur guard upon Ariitobulus, and went him- 
felfto Jerufalem, which was very ftrong by 
ficuation, and well trortity’d; only ic lay a 
little expofed toward the north, where there 

was a large and a decp valley about the tem- 

ple, and a fubttantial ftone-wail to encompafs it. 








CHAP. VII 


Ferufalem divided, part for Poipey, part for 
Arificbulus. Pompey propofes a peace, and it is 
rejected, The fituation of the tewple, and the 

_taking of it by affault. The piety and niodef- 
ty of the conqueror, Ferufalem made tributa- 
ry, Straton’s tower, or Cefarea. The faction 
of Hyrcanus and Ariffobulus. Pompey carries 


Atrifiobulus a prifoner to Rome. 
Sn ee Ww HILE Pompcy was before the town, 
oe the citizens were mightily divided 
fur Pumpes. how to behave themfclves: Some were for 
perstor Ari yielding 5 others tor holding cut, and prepa- 
eortilass ring for a war; efpecially confidering that A- 
riftobulus was kept a prifoner. So that with- 
out more ado they prepoficfs’d themfelves of 
the temple, and broke down the bridge be- 
twixt that and the city; while the other par- 
ry not only gave entrance tothe army, but de- 
liver’d up both city and palace into the hands 
of Pompey; who prefently fent away Pifo his 
Jicutenant with partof hisarmy to take charge 
of both; which he did effectually, by fortify- 
ing the houfes and buildings of the temple that 
Pompev'’s Were next at hand. When things were come 
propofals for to this pafs, Pompey, in the firft place, made 
speicere: them a propofal of peace; but upon their re- 
Ke ted. fufal to treat, he provided foranafiaule ; Hyr- 
canus fupplying him very frankly with what 
he had occation for. The north-fide of the 
temple being the weakeft quarter, Pompey 
propotcd cto begin his attack there. Ie was 
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encompaffed with high towers, and fore’d a The firua- 

tion of the 
city and rem. 
ple. 


ditch, over and above the aforcfaid valley. 
Upon the city fide, toward Pompey’s ftation, 
there was no paffing, now the bridge was down, 
for craggs and precipices; bur the Romans, 
with infinite labour and difficulty, made a 
hard fhitt yet to fill up the ditch with timber, 
and other materials that they got togethcr, 
and fo to raife platforms and ramparts to fuch 
a prodigious height, that with engines of bat- 
tery which they brought from Tyre, they 
play’d great ftones upon the temple-wall , and 
yer if ic had not been for the advantage they 


took of our feventh day’s fabbath, the Romans The Jews 


would have had much adoto have gain’d their Tuined by 
their fiper- 
ftition, 


point: For notwithftanding that in cafe of 
agereffion, the law allow’d us to defend our- 
felves upon that day, and to repel force by 
force, we durft not do any work upon it hows 
ever yet, though but to crofs and hinder one 
work with another. .When the Romans came 
to underftand this once, and to obferve, that 
we made no oppofition to the advancing oftheir 
bulwarks, and the fixing of their machines up- 
on that feftival, they cmploy’d the fabbath 
wholly upon fafe and quict preparations for the 
a€tion of the next day, without attempting 
any manner of violence upon us at prefent, 
This is enough to fhew the infinite difference 
we have for the religion’and laws of our coun= 
try, when the dread of death itfelfis not able 
to divert us trom the very rule and method of 
our devotions, for the priefts have their foe 
lemn facrifices twice a day, morning and aftcre 
neon, with all their prefcript forms of wor- 
fhip, without any difpenfation or excuic, in 
what extremity foever, for the omiffion. ‘This 
temple was taken upon a fafting-day, in the 
third month of the fiege, the hundred feventy 
ninth Olympiad; Caius Antonius, and Marcus 
Tullius Cicero, being confuls. Upon the ence 
mics forcing the place, they put cvery man to 
death before them: And all this cruelty was 
not cnough yet to deter thofe officiating at the 
altar, from going on with their devotions; 
accounting it the Iefs evil of the two, to fall 
into the hands of an unmerciful encmy, than 
to abandon their holy profeffion, or fail in the 
leait feruple of obedience and refpeét to their 
country’s rites and ceremonics, Now for the 
authority of this relation, and to fhew that 
thereis nothing in icof fiction, we have it at- 
tefted by all theauthors of note that pretend 
to give any account of the aétions of Pompey, 


and among the refit by * Strabo, Nicolaus of +131, xvi. 


Damafcus, and ‘Vitus Livius the famous Ro- 
man hifterian. They fell to work with their 
engines upon the great tower, till by the dint 
of repeated batteries they fhook it to picces, 
and brought it down to the ground, carrying 
away a great part of the next wall along with 
it in the ruins. This breach was no fooner 
made, but the enemy prefs’d in great numbers 
to enter it. 


centurion Furius, with his men, and Fabius 
then betwixt them both with another ftrong 
party; the place being all cover’d with dead 
bodies; fome killed by the Romans, others 
by confent difpatching one another; fome a- 
gain cafting themfelves down headlong from 
the walls, and others fetting fire to the hou- 
{es over their heads, rather than to be fpcéta- 

tors 


alt 
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The firft that mounted was Cor- The temple 
nelius Fauftus, the fon of Sylla, with his taken by a* 
company; and then upon another quarter, the “ 
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Cele-Syri 


Pompey, after this, committed the go- > 
2 . ? committed to 
vernment of Cele-Syria, as far as Eumgoicus 


Chap. VIII. 











































tors of the barbaricies that were commit- 
ted. ‘There were flain about twelve thou- 


fand Jews, and not many Romans. Abfa-|phratcs and the borders of Egypt, to Scau- Pompey car- 
lom, the uncle, and the father-in-law of|rus, with two Roman legions, while he ries Ariftobu- 
Ariltobulus, was made a prifoner. Whefe| himfelf haftcned to Rome by the way of Ci- lus to Rome. 


licia, carrying Ariftobulus along with him a 
prifoncr, with two fons, and two daughters; 
but Alexander, one of the fons, made his 
efcape ; but Antigonus, the younger, was car= 
ried to Rome, ‘together with his rwo filters. 


outrages were accompany’d alfo with feve- 

ral indignities to the very myfterics of our 

religion, by the admittance’ of prophane per- 

fons into the place, and to the fight of thofe 
privacics, which none but priefts had ever been 
cye-witnefics of before. Pompey and his train 

were of the number that came in there, where 

they found a golden table, a candleftick, and 

cups of the fame metal; varieties of incenfe, 

and perfumes in abundance, befide a matter of 

two * thoufand talents in the treafury: but he 

The pieryand look’d upon all this proviion as facred; and 
modelty of out of a veneration he had for holy things, he 
the conque- did hot only forbear touching or feizing any 
Toke of it, but with a generous picty order’d the 
officers of the temple next day to purg¢ the 
place, and to offer facrifices according to their 
own cuftoms and ordinances. He reftored Hyr- 
‘canus to the high-pricithood, partly for the 
good offices he had received from him himfelf, 
‘and partly for the fervice he had done him in 
hindering the Jews from taking up arms for 
Arifttobulus. He cut off the heads then of the 
incendiaries of the fa€tion.chat were the pro- 
moters of the war, and took care to fee Fauf- 
tus, and others that behaved themfelves brave- 
ly upon the affault, rewarded according to 
‘their deferts. As for Jerufalem itfelf, he made 
ic tributary to the Romans, and reduced’ all 
the places that he found the Jews poflefs’d of 
in Cele-Syria, under their allegiance, confining 
alfo that populous and powertul nation within 
the compafs of their anticnt bounds. He 
caufed Gadara, (lately deftroy’d,) in favour 
of his freed mah Demetrius that was born 
there, to be rebuilt; and as for Hippon, Scy- 
thopolis, Dion, Samaria, Marifla, Azotus, 
Jamnia, and Arcthufa, being inland places, he 
dceliver’d them up into the hands of thcir for- 
mer inhabitants, together with other places 
that were ruin’d by the war; but for the ma- 
ritime towns, as Gaza, Joppas Dora, and Stra- 
ton’s tower, Pompey made them all free, and 
laid chem to the province. Now this tower 
The tower of Of Straton, when it came afterward to be re- 
Straton,atter- built by Herod, and beautified with ftately 
wards Cela~ ports and temples, changed the anticnt name 


CHAP. YX. 


Scatrus marches againfé Petra, and comes to @ 
compofition with Aretas, to the high fatisfac- 


tiow of both parties. 

ao. paflage to Petra, the capital of Scaurns 
Arabia, is very craggy and difficult; marches 

infomuch, that Scaurus, upon his march thi- 4g#inft Petra. 

ther with an army, was forced to ravage the | 

country thereabouts to provide bread for his 

foldiers. Antipater, by the order of Hyrca- 

‘nus, furnifh’d him with corn and other necef- 

farics out of Judea; and being well known 

to Aretas, Scaurus fent him upon an embafly 

to him; and he acquitted himfelf fo well in 

his commiffion, that he prevail’d upon him for 

a compofition of three + hundred talents, to 

fave his country from ruin, which put an end 

to the war, even before ic was begun, to the 

great fatisfaction of Scaurus, as well as of 


erufalem) ; 
J Aretas. 


made tributa- 
ry. 








CHAP. X 


Gabinius’s expedition againf? Alexander, whom he 
routs and befteges in Alexandrion. Gabinius 
offers an amnefty, and orders the repairing of 
what cities had been damaged. Alexander fub= 
mits.  Flyrcanus is reftor’d to the ee 
and five courts of juftice erected. 


OME time after this, Alexander, the fon . 
\J_of Ariftobulus, falling into, and harraffing 
Judea with frequent incurfions, Gabinius was 
{ent from Rome into Syria, with the commif- Gabinius’sex- 
fion of general ; and upon an expedition againtt pedition 
Alexander, wherein he performed many me- Bain Alex- 
morable exploits. Hyrcanus the high-prictt ™4*" 


Yea. 


tor Cefarea. 


was not now In any condition to make relif- 


The facti : é : it in hi 
0 Herein From this feud betwixt Hyrcanus and Ari- | tancc, though he had it in his thought to re- 
and Ariftobu- ftobulus, we may date the ruin of Jerufalem, | pair and re-cdify the walls of Jerufalem that 


‘das the rain 
of the Jews. 


with the lofs of our liberry to the Romans, 
we being forced to give all back to the Sy- 
rians, which we had taken in a fair war, the 
impofition of above ten - thoufand talents. 
which it coft us in a fhort time alter to the 
Romans; and the tranflation of the fovercign 
authority, which had ever till then defcended 


.in che high-pricfthood, to the very dregs of 


the people, But we fhall have occafion to {peak 
of all chis in another place. 


Pompcy had deftroy’d ; but the Romans would 
not fufler him to go forward with it. Alex- 
ander ranging up and down the country, made 
a fhift in a fhort time to get together a mix'’d 
body of Jews, and others, to the number of 
ten thoufand foot, and: fiftcen hundred horfe. 
He ftor’d and fortified the caftle of Alexan- 
drion near Corea, and Machcerus on the bor- 
‘ders of Arabia, Gabinius advanced to fight 
him, fending Marcus Antonius, with fome 


renee ere ny er ene nates 
* Two thoufind talents weighed two hundred twenty eight thonfind, one hundred and twenty ‘five pounds; and 


their value in gold amounted to ten millions, nine hundred and fifty thoufand pounds Englifh moncy. 
t+ Ten thoufand talents weighed one million, one hundred and forty thoufand, fix hundred and twenty five pounds, 


and their value in gold (fap 
und fifty, choufind pounds ; Gi i of filver, th 
veley nouns Englifh_ money. 

fe 


ofing talents of pold to be here meant) amounted to fifty four millions, feven hundred 
ree millions, four hundred twenty one thoufiand, eight hundred fe- 


hree hundred talents weighed thirty four thoufind two hundred and cightcen ponds, nine ounces, and their 


value in gald nmonnted to one million, fix hundred forty two thoufand, five hundred p 1 
here meant, to a hundred and two thoafand, fix hundred and filty fix pean fhillings, Englifh money. 


sounds; but if filver ones be 


uuu other 
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other officers, beiure ; who being join’d with 
the faithful pare of the Jews, under the com- 
mand of Pitholaus and Malichus, taking allo 
the anxiliaries of Antipater, came up to Alex 
ander, Gabinius following with the ret of his 
Alexander army. Alexander drew off to be nearer Jeru- 
revted, and falem, where they came to a battle, in which 
iin Alexander loft about three thoufand men, that 
110% Were kill’d upon the fpot, belides as many that 
vs oft were taken. Gabinins, after this, laid ficge 
vets to the caftle of Alexandrion, but with an ol- 
thesevurng fer and promife of pardon to the defendants 
or what utie for all thar was paft, if they would render up 
he hits che place. The belieged kept a ftrong out- 
i guard under the walls of the caftle, which the 
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Romans attack’d, and cut off a great many of 


them; Marcus Antonius behaving himfelf very 
bravely upon thatoccation, Gabinius was loth 
to lofe time; fo that leaving part of his army 
behind to attend the fiege, he went himfelf to 
take a view of the reft of the country, and to 
give order tor the rebuilding of what cities 
had been deftroy’d; as Samaria, Azotus, Scy- 
thopolis, Anthedon, Raphia, Dora, Marifia, 
Gaza, and divers other places. This was done 
by the direction of Gabinius; and thefe places 
came to be a very convenient and fafe habita- 
tion, after they had been for a long time de- 
ferted. Gabintus, having put the country into 
this order, returned to Alexandrion, in profe- 
cution of the fiege, where Alexander took the 
Alexander Opportunity of begging pardon by his ambafia- 
bmits,and dors, upon condition of delivering up to him 
livers ap the cattles of Hyrcania, Macherus, and Alex- 
nig @fdrion, which he accepted of, but razed them 
all three tothe ground, After this there came 
to hin the mother of Alexander, who was a 
well-wifher to the Romans, her husband and 
the rett of her children being then prifoners at 
Rome. Gabinius denied her nothing; and 
after the fettling of matters, Hyrcanus was 
Hercanes te- brought to Teratilcni; and reftored to the of- 
Sheer fice and exercife of his pricfthood. There were 
ice cousssofthen contticuted five courts of juftice, and a 
juftice erect- divifion made of the whole province into five 
ed. equal parts; fo that fome went for law to Jc- 
rufalem, others to Gadara, and others alfo to 
Amathus, Jericho, or Saphora, which is a ci- 
ty of Galilee. They came by this means to 
be deliver’d from the tyranny they complain’d 
of, and fo return’d to the form of an Ariito- 
cracy again. 











CHAP. NI. 


Avificbulus makes his efcape from Rome. Con- 
muffioners are fent after him. He is routed by 
the Rouans, aid taken a fecond time prifoner. 
He defeats the Nabatheans , after which be 
goes to Reme, and Craffus fucceeds him, 


UL PON the flight of Ariftobulus from 

Rome to Judea, with an intent to re- 
pair and furtity Alexandrion afrefh after the 
lace ruins, Gabinius fene a body of men thi- 
ther under the command of Sifenna, Antonius, 
and Servilius, to maintain the place, and to 
endeavour the fecuring of Ariftobulus himfel!. 
Betwixt the authority of fo great a name, and 
a popular itch of novelty, there came great 
numbers of the Jews flocking over to him ; 


Ariftob alas 
elcay cs from 
Kome to for- 
tify Alexan- 
drion. 
Commillion- 
ers fent to 
look after 
him. 


* According to meee 
¢ 


Appar. iv. ad Orig. Ecclefiatt. 
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and in particular Pitholaus the governor of Jc- 










dom, harrafs’d the country with a powerful ar- 





Montaguc’s correction it fpould be, Hyrcanus and Antipater furnifi'd him, &ce. 
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rufalem, with a thoufand men well arm’d; as 

for thofe that were not fo, of which there 

were a great number, he difcharged them as 
unferviceable and ufelefs. He marched with 

a body of cight thoufand men, to attempt the 

taking of Macherus. ‘The Romans following 

him very clofcly, came up with him and fought A yigoputys 
him; and after an obftinate refiftance upon the routed by the 
firft fhock, gave him a terrible overthrow ; Romans 
kill’d five thoufand upon the place, while the 

reft did what they could to fave themfelves 

by flight. Ariftobulus, upon this rout, with 

a matter of a thoufand men, fortified the caf- 

tle as well as he could, and kept up his heart 

till in the extremity of his ill fortunes; but 

in two days the caftle was carried by affaule, 

himfelf grievoufly wounded, and by a capri- 

cious fatality of 111 luck, carried away prifo- Himrtr wig, 
ner with his fon Antigonus his companion in his fon, taken 
his efcape, and fo brought to Gabinius; by 24 fnra fe. 
whom he was now fent a fecond time prifo- oe to 
ner to Rome, having been three years and a i 
half, both in the poffeflion of the kingdom, 

and of the pontificate, and acquitting himfelf 

with great honour and magnificence in both 

charges. But the fenate fet his children at li~ 

berty, however, upon the intimation of Gabi- 

nius, that he had promis’d the mother as much, 

upon the delivery of certain caftles; fo that 

they came back again into Judea. 

Gaxsinius was now entcr’d upon an expe- Gabiniuspro- 
dition againft the Parthians, and gotten over pofes the re- 
the river Euphrates, when upon fecond theughts toring of 
he chang’d his mind, and bent his courfe to- *'"Y- 
ward Egypt, for the reftoring of Prolemy, as 
is faid elfewhere. * Antipater furnifh’d him 
tor this enterprize with corn, arms, and_mo- 
ney, and brought over a great many of the 
Jews about Pelufium into an alliance with him, 
this Pelufium being the very key to Egypt. 

Ar his return Gabinius found Syria all in Ajesander 
an uproar; for Alexander, the fon of Arifto- makes terri- 
bulus, having made himfclf maftcr of the king- ee 
yy ria. 
my, and forced a great many of the Jews 
over to his party, killing all the Romans 
he could come at in his patlage, and_be- 
ficging the refit upon the mount of Garizin, 
who fled thither for fanétuary. Gabinius find- 
ing the Syrians in this diforder, {ent Antipa- 
ter, being a man of known prudence and in- 
tegrity, to deal with them, and to try if he 
could bring them to their wits again. He be- 
haved himiclf in this commiffion fo effeétually, 
that he brought off feveral of the revolters, 
but Alexander himfelf he found was not to be 
mov’d; for having gotten together an army of 
thirty thoufand Jews, his refolution was to ha- 
zard a battle with Gabinius. They fought, 
in fhort, at the Mount Itabyr; and the Jews Gubinius 
loft ten thoufand men in that engagement. 

Marrers being thus feccled in Jerufalcm, { 
the victor, by the advice of Atitipater, marched ee 
away againit the Nabatheans, and gave them Nabatheans 
a notable overthrow, difcharging two noble alto. 
Parthians, Mithridates and Orfanes, that came 
over to him for protection; giving it out that 
they were fied into their own country, Ga- 
binius having now acquitted himfelf with ho- Gubiniusgos 
nour in all his commiflions, went back to Rome, bik © d 
and Craffus fucceeded him in his command. Bone ii. 
See ceeds him. 


‘gives hima 
notable overs 


The 
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Chap. 


Craffus rifles 
the remple 
againit his 
ouch. 
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XI. 


The atchicvements of Pompey and Gabinius| 
may be {een in the hiftorics of Nicolaus Da- 
maicenus, and Strabo the Cappadocian; and 
they write both to the fame purpofe. 








CHAP. XIL 


Crafts rifles the temple, contrary to his oath. 
Strabo, the Hiftorian. Craffus and his army 
cut to pieces by the Parthians. He retreats in- 


the Antiquities of the JEws. 


“ ney of Cleopatra’s, that fhe had depofited 
: there; and ‘for eight hundred talents be- 
* longing tothe Jews.” Now we have no 
publick treafure, but what is facred, and 
dedicated to God; and it is as clear as day, 
that the Affatick Jews tranfmitted this treafure 
from thence to Coos, upon the apprehenfion of 
a war with Mithridates: For it cannot be 
imagined that the Jews of Judea, that had 
fo much a ftronger, and a fafer place near hand, 
that is to fay, the temple and city of Jerufu- 
lem; would ever have {ent their money away 


to Syria. Tarichee taken by affault. Pytho-| for better fecurity to Coos: Neither can it be 
lous taken and put to death. Lhe charater of \fappofed, that it came from the Alexandrian 
Antipater. Jews; for they were too far off to have any 


RASSUS, being now upon the prepa- 

rative for a war with the Parthians, came 
into Judea, and feized not only the * two 
thoufand talents that Pompey made a con- 
{cience of fo much as meddling with, but he 
pillag’d the temple of all the gold he could 
lay hishands on, to the valucof  cighr thou- 
fand talents more. He carry’d away with 
him alfo a wedge of gold of || three hundred 
mina’s, reckoning every mina, according to 
the Jewith computation, at two pounds and a 
half. Eleazar the prieft, who had the kecp- 
ing of this holy treafure, deliver’d it up to 
-Craffus; not out of fpite, or ill-will, for he 
was a righteous and a juft man: But this bar 
of gold-being lodged in a wooden beam that 
was made hollow on purpofe to receive and 
conceal it, and no mortal privy to the fecrer 
but himfelf, Eleazar had no other thought, 
fecing Craflus’s heart fo wholly fet upon the 
moncy, bur to deliver upthis wedge as a com- 
pofition for all the reft; for there were hangings 
alfo of an ineftimable value faften’d to this 
timber, and other rich ornaments for the fer- 
vice of the temple, which were all likewife in 
Eleazar’s cuftody, And he did not: deliver 
this bar of gold at Jaft neither, but upon the 
declaration of Craflus, that he was abundantly 
fatisfy’d with what he had already; and upon 
the folemnity of anoath and promife, that he 
‘would not meddle with any thing elfe. But, 
it feems, he made no account of his oath; for 
he rifled the temple from top to bottom, an 
itript ic tothe bare walls. 
_ Tne mafs of moncy that was lodged in this 
temple, how prodigious focver it may appear, 
will not be found fo great a wonder, confider- 


apprehenfion of Mithridates. | 

Strazo has it in another place, “ That 
Sylla paffing through Greece to carry on a 
war againft Mithridates, fent Lucullus to 
Cyrene, that was then torn to piéces with 
feuds and factions among the Jews, a people 
that had fpread themfelves over the face of 
the whole earth. He ranges the Cyrene~ 
ans in another place into four divifions; 
burghers, husbandmen, ftrangers, and Jews. 
“. The laft fort of them are fo univerfally dif- 
pers’d, that there’s hardly any habitable pare 
where they have not got footing, and a con- 
“ fiderable eftablifhment. 


te 
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cc 


diction of the fame prince, and feveral other 
countries alfo, they embraced in many places 


them the liberty of populous congregations, 
and trained up their children in a confor- 
mity to the Jewith way of difcipline. In 
Egypt they had whole colonies of them, be- 
fide a right of propriety that they have by 
a formality of affignment in a confiderable 
pare of the city of Alexandria, with ma- 
giftrates, judges, and courts of juftice of 
their own, and ways of deciding differences 
in cafes of propriety, peculiar to themfelves, 
and. all in as good method as if it were in 
a form of government. Now Egypt agrced 


° 
« 


© 
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tion fake and neighbourhood ; for the Jews 
came out of it, and they cafily became onc 
again ;. fo that it was but making a ftep to 
either, only as one borderer does to another; 
and in this manncr, not only as ncighbours, 
but as formerly members of the fame body.” 
Thus far Strabo. . 


5 
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the Jewifh laws, rites, and cuftoms; gave - 


the better with this.nation, both for cxtrac- — 


yale As for Egypt and See Strabo 
Cyrene, while they were under the jurif--4gain. 





= 


ing how long the Jews were a getting it toge- 
ther, and that ic came from all quarters of the 
world, wherever the worfhip of the truc God 
was-known: Befide that the report of this im- 
menfe valuc is fo far from vanity and oftenta- 
tion, that icis a truth attefted and confirm’d by 
the authority of fevcral hiftorians; as of Strabo 
the Cappadocian for one: ‘ Mithridatcs, 
« fays he, fent tothe ifle of Coos for fome mo- 


Wuen Craffus had done what he pleafed in Craffus and 
Judea, he advanced againft the Parthians, and his army cut 
gave them battle, where he was cut ‘off him- a 
iclf, and his whole army, as we have related ans. — 
elfewhere. But Craffus made his retreat into Craffus re- 
Sytia, where he gave a ftand to the progrefs of treats into Sy~ 
the Parthians, that were now grown infolent 74 and puts 2 

int r rs ftop to the 
upon their fuccefs, He went aftcrward to Pabchians. 
Sabo the Tyre, and fo to Judea, where he took 'Tari- * 
MROraa. 





* The weight and value of two thoufand talents is given in our notes on Chap. viii. of this book, which fee. 

+ Eight choufind talents weighed nine hundred twelve thoufand five hundred pounds; and their value in gold 
amounted to forty three millions eight hundred thoufand pounds Englifh money. . 

+ An Hebrew mina of gold, according to Calmet's tables, weighed one pound, one ounce, thirteen pennyweights, 
eighteen grains, and in value amounted to fifty four pounds fiftcen shillings; three hundred therefore muft weigh no 
more than three hundred forty two pounds, two ounces, five pennyweights; and their value amount only to fixteen 
thoufand four hundred twenty five pounds Englifh money: Bur even allowing what Jofephus fays, viz. that every 
mina weighed two pounds and an half, the weight of the whole would amount to no more than feven hundred fifty 
pounds ; and the value, reckoning gold at four pounds four thillings an ounce, but to thirty feven thoufand cight 
hundred pounds; which, compared with the reft of the treafire, {aid to be taken away by Craffus, will appear to be 
very inconfiderable, andno way adequate to the idea the defcription gives us, which fays, it way a wedge fo large 
that it fill’d one of the beams of the temple, which was mrde hollow-on purpofe to receive it; and that it was a trea 
fare of fo great a valuc, thatnomortal was privy to the fecret but the high-prich himflf. 
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Tartcbea ta- 
ken by aitzuls, 
and rhuty 
thoutind pri- 
foners. 


The charsc- 
ter of Autis 
pater. 
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chee by aflaulc, upon che firft attack, and a|many confiderable fervices, at the i ce © 
: and | Hyrcanus, in his war upon Egypt; for Michri- 


matter of thirty thoufand prifoners 3 
among the re%t Pitholaus, Ariftobulus’s friend, 
whom he caufed co be put to death by the ad- 
vice of Antipater, who over and above the 
power he had with him as a friend, was 2 
perfon very confiderable with the Idumeans, 
upon the account of a match with an Arabian 
lady of a moft illuftrious extraction; her name 
was Cypron, and by her he had four fons, Pha- 
facl and Herod, (afterwards king,) Jofeph and 
Pheroras, and an only daughter Salome. This 
Antipater had fo gencrous and obliging a way 
with him, thac all che princes and great men 
about him had a high eitcem for him, the king 
of Arabia efpecially, to whofe charitable good- 
nefs he recommended the government of his 
children, during the war with Ariitobulus. 


inftance of 


dates the Pergameniaun being forced to ftop 
once at Askalon, becaufe there was no pafling 
for him by Pelufiam wich the fuccours that he 
had for Cefar, Anctipater join’d him with an 
armed body of three thoufand Jews, and 
brought in feveral of the prime men of Arabia, 
and effeétually all Syria, to his affiftance; as 
there was Jamblicus, a prince of the country, 
and his fon Prolemy ; and Tholomy of Liba- 
nus, the fon of Sohemus; with the citics, al- 
moit all in general, who came in a kind of 
emulation to ferve him, and happy was he who 
could prefent himfelt firft. Mithridates, be- 
ing now in a condition to march, advanced out 
of Syria into Pclufium, where the inhabitants 
refufing him entrance, he fat down before the 


Book XIV, 


Crabs having by this time recruited and re-| place, 2ffaulted it, and batter’d a piece of the Pelufium 


inforeed’ his army, advanced co the river Eu- wall down. Antipater was the brave man that a 2 . 
phrates to make head againit the Parthians, firft enter’d the breach, and was fo well fe- Aptiparer ine 
according to the repore of teveral hiftorians. corded in the action, that the town was taken ¢,4 that en- 


upon it; but as Antipater and Mithridates were ter’d the 
haftening away to Cefar, the Egyptian Jews, breach. 
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by Pompey 
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CHAP. NII. 






are abandon Reiite. 


Cefirr dif- 





wv 1 


chore fh febalas. Poiipey’s faction poifons 
bia. deexasder’s bead cut off by Ponpey’s 
cranes, Dhilippion marries kis fiffer Alexan- 


dra, after which Philippion is flaia, and Pto- 
Jemy anirrics the wider 


OME time after this when Cefar came to 
be mafter of Rome, and to find the city 
abandcu’d by Pompey, and the whole fenate, 
who all fhiteed away beyond fea upon the 


fright, he bechought himielt of fetring Ari- 


tobulus at liberev, and difpatching him away 
into Svria, with che command of two Iegions 
to keep that province inorder. But the com- 
tort he promis’d himfelf in the honour of be- 
ing Cefar’s favcurite was not long liv’d; for 
Pompey’s faction found a way in a fhort time 
to difpatch him by poifon, and the Cefarcans 
took cure of the funeral. His body lay em- 
balm’d with honey a long time, till Anthony 
fent it into Jadea, to be interr’d among their 
kings. 

Sc1pzo caufed the head of Alexander, the 
fon of Arittobulus, to be cut off by the order 
er Pempcy, tor former feditious practices 


who live in the country of Onias, as they call 
it, oppofed thcir paflage, till by the power and 
intercit of Antipacer, as their countryman, but 
efpecially upon the fight of a letter from Hyr- 
canus the high-pricft to them, they were prc- 
vailed upon to ufe Cefar kindly, and co fupply 
him on his march with whatfoever neceflaries 
his army might have occafion for. Upon the 
eredit, I fay, of Antipater’s mediation and 
advice, and upon that of the high-pricft’s let- 
ter, they chearfully complied ; the people of 
Memphis, upon this, applying themfelves to 
Mithridates, and efpouting the fame intereft. 








CHAP. XV. 


Mithridates worfted, Antipater refcues him, and 
wins the day. Efyrcanus and dutipater highly 
in Cefar’s favour.  Antigonus complains to Cem 
far of Fiyrcanus aid Autipater, who hears both 

fides, and deterutines in favour of the defen- 


dants. 
A T a place called Delta, and upon a par- 
ticular fpot of ground, known by the 

name of the Jews Camp, Michridates and An- 
tipater came to a battle with the enemy, the 
former commanding the right wing, and the 


other the left. Mithridates was fo hard prefs’d, ygithridates 
that his men gave way, and the diforder was worlted. 
very near coming toa total rout; but Antipa- Antipater 

in th ick of ti refcues him, 
ter, in the very nick of time, came up along 


: : and wins the 
the bank of the river, with an enforcement to hartle. 


againit the Remans, and the execution was 
done at Anticch; but Peclemy Menneus, the 
governor of Chalcis near Libanus, difparch’d 
his fon Philippion to the widow of Ariftobu- 
lus at Askalon, to have her fend him his fon 





mat, 
ae 


Antipater 

dic Cefar 
eminent fer- 
vicein hiswar 


with Egypr. 


_ Alexandra, and married her; 


Antigonus and his fifters. Philippion fell in 
love with onc of his fifters,; whote name was 
but he being 
afterwards flain, his tather Prolemy himfelt 
took her to wife, and provided neverthelefs 


_tor the tamily. 








CHAP. XIV. 
Pelufiam taken ly Mfithridates, and Antipater the 
Sift man that enter’d the breach. 
A NTUTPATER was a man of great au- 
thority in Judea, and one that after the 


overthrow and dcath of Pompcy, did Cefar 


his relicf; refcued his friends, andin one word 
put an almoft victorious enemy to flighr, and 
purfucd them with fo much fiercenefs and pre~ 
cipitation, that he made himfelf mafter of their 
camp, calling in Mithridates, who was left a 
great way bchind, to take his part of the boo- 
ty, who loft a mattcr of eight hundred men, 
and Antipatcr not above fifty. Upon the re- 
port of this action, Mithridates gave Cefar 
frankly to underitand, that he was indebted 
both for the prefervation of the army, and for 
the glory of that day, to the bravery of An- 
tipater ; which Cefar was fo fentible of, that 
throughout the whole courfe of the war, he 
was fure to be employ’d upon a poft of ho- 
nour ¢cver after; and he carried the marks of 

it 
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‘it in the many wounds he reccived in that fer-| to re-cdify them, which was immediately 

vice. granted with all the forms of cercmony and 

Hyrcanus and So foon as-this was over, Cefar went ‘back | refpcect, and letters difpatch’d away to the con- 

Anipucr by -fea into Syria, treating both Hyrcanus and | fuls at Rome, for the entering of the refolu- 

highly in Ce- Antipater with a fingular grace and refpect ; |-tion in the records of the capitol; the copy 

fas your. the’ one he confirmed in the pontificarc, and | of the decree running as follows: 

the other he made a freeman of Rome, with . 

-all the privileges of the city. Some will have 

at that Hyrcanus was perfonally in this war, 

-and came aétually into Egypt. Strabo the Cap- 

-padocian tells us as much out of Afinius, “ Up- 

grahothe =“ On the coming of Mithridates into Egypt, 

Cappadocian. “ fays he, Hyrcanus the high-prieft ot the. 

“« Jews came along with him.” He fays in! 

another place, upon the credit of Hypficrates,| 

“© That Michridates came firft thicher alone, 

*“ and then fent for Antipater, the governor 

“ of Judea, to Askalon, who brought him 

“* three thoufand men; and that upon his coun- 

“ fel and perfuafion, divers of the princes and 

“¢ great men of the country went over to him,’ 

** and Hlyrcanus the high-pricft among the reft,’”; 

Thus far goes Strabo. 

Azsour this time came Antigonus, the fon: 

of Ariftobulus, with a complaint to Cefar, how, 

his father had been -poifon’d by a faétion, for: 

bearing arms in his fervice, and how a brother’ 

£ his had his head chopp’d off at Scipio’s in- 

ftigation; fetting forth how he was difinherited 

and ejeéted, and prefented himfelf as an ob- 

Antigonus ject of his compaifion. He reflected alfo up- 

ea to on Hyrcanus and Antipater, for ufurping upon 

ae Cnd? the liberties of the nation, and particularly for 

Antipacr. | Wrongs done to himfelf; but Antipater, being 

then prefent, wiped off thefe reproaches, by. 

expofing the turbulent and feditious humour of 

Antigonus, and how bufy he was in all faétious 

cabals, to embroil the publick peace ; not for- 

getting neither ro mind Cefar by a modeft in- 

finuation, of his own merits, appealing only, 

to himfelf upon the proof he had given of his 

| - difpofition and integrity, by the fervice he had | 

done in the late war. As for Ariftobulus, he | 

was always known to be a profefs’d and an 

implacable enemy to Rome; fo that the Ro- 

mans, in keeping him a prifoner, did no more 

than what neccility of tate, common prudence, : 

the law of arms, and the praétice of nations 

obliged thei to do; .and -then ‘to the’ point of 

Scipio’s beheading his brother, he was convict 

‘of feveral robberies, and it was no more than 

a capical punifhment for a capital.crime. Cc- 

in hears ar in fine upon a full hearing of Antipater’s 
jth partics, “3.2 7 : 

unddeter-  Gifcourfe, pronounced Hyrcanus to be high- 

mines in fa~ .prieft, gave Antipater his choice-of. any com- 

vour of Hyr- mand he had a mind to, and conferr’d upon 











A decree of the feaate affembled in the Temple of 
Concord, on the thirteenth day of the smonth of 
December, prefent L. Coponitis, the fou of Lu- 
cits, aud Caius Papirins Quivinus. 


VV EREAS it appearcth unto this An alliance 
¥ fenate, upon the report of Valcrius Teese Sie 
“ the fon of Lucius, Preetor, that it is requett- Rone ‘and 
** ed and propofed by Alexander the fon of the Jews. 
*¢ Jafon, Numenius the fon of Antiochus, and 
“* Alexander the fon of Dorothcus, ambatla- 
“ dors on the behalf of the Jews, good men, 
“* and our faithful allics, thar the antient league 
of tricndfhip may be renewed betwixt us; 
and that in token of their good-will and 
difpotition, they-have brought a prefent of 
“ a golden cup and buckler, valued at fifty 
““ thoufand crowns; defiring letters alfo of 
recommendation to all governors and free 
““ towns, for a fafe paflage both by fea and 
“* Jand, through all their ports and territorics. 
“© Be it therefore order’d by this fenate, that 
“* the fame league of friendfhip and focicty be 
** renewed and eftablithed, all the defircs of 
** the faid ambafladors agreed unto and grant- 
** ed, and their prefents accepted.” ‘This was 
in the ninth year of the pontificate and prin- 
cipality of Hyrcanus, and in the month of Pa- 
nemus. 
Tus prince of the Jews had great honour 
done him alfo by the republick of Athens, in 
acknowledginent of their obligations to him; 
for they fent hini a decree to this following 
purpofe : ) 


































A decree of the Athenians, bearing date the twenty 
Sifth day of the month Panemus;, Dionyyfins 
Afclepiades being prefident and high-prieft, and 
Agathocles, * Archon, reported by Hucles the 
Alimufian, the fon of Afenander the fcribe, on 
the eleventh of the Prytaucea, in the month 
Munichior, a council of the — Probedvi being 
met in the theatre; and after gathering the 
fiffrages of the people by the high-pricft Dore- 
theus, and his affefors, Diomfius, the fon of 
Dionyfius, wade publication as follows + 


*<. \ Orafmuch as Hyrcanus the fon of Alex- 4 teague be- 
‘© R ander, and high-pricf and-prince of twixt Athens 
“the Jews, hath upon all occafions, both and the Jews 





canus and hi : : 
. im the lieutenancy of Judea over and above. 4 c > f 
SPOR 3 oe . |** publick and private, as well in the generous 
| “* .reception, entertainment, and_accommoda- 
oa “© tion of our ambaffadors, as otherwite, given 
CHAP. XVI. - € praot . freGti dct Both. 
. jas {°° proof of a fingular affection and cftecm, bot 
Cefar gives Fyrcanus leave to rebuild Ferufalem. 3 for our nation in general, and the citizcns 
An alliance betwixt the fenate of Rone and the re of Athens in. particular, whereof o. as 
Fews. A league betwixt Athens aud the Fews. reccived many inftances 5 and fora much as 
Antipater’s exhortation to the people, “ we eek ania ayaa ree from 
: : “ Theodofius the fon o codorus of Sunium, 
Tienes HE walls of Jerufalem lying at this |‘ of the virtue of the faid excellent prince, 
leave to re~ time all in rubbifh and ruin, juit as they. |“ and of his friendly difpofition to do us all 


“© ‘the! good offices in his power, we have re- 


build Jerufa- Were left upon Pompey’s breaking them down, if > 
lem, “ folved to prefent him with the honorary ac- 


Hyrcanus offer’d up a requeft to Cefar for leave 





* The Archon was a perfon among the Athenians, invefted with fovereign power. ; 
+ The Prohedri were chief magiftrates, who had the direétton and regulation of publick affairs, and to whom 


the reft gave place in fitting. x k led t 
xX nowledgmen 
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* knowledgment of a crown ot gold, and to | former into that of Jerufalem, with the adjoin- 


© ercet 2 brazen ftatuc to him in the cemple 
“of the * people and the graces, tor the tame 
“ of his memory, and to have it notified by 
‘© proclamation at the exhibiting of any new 
*« how, in all theatres and places of publick 
* exercites, and fpeftacles in honour of Bac- 
“* chus, Minerva, Ceres, &c. thac we have pre- 
{ented him with this crown out of a venc- 
ration for his virtue. And we do further 
** will and require all our governors and ma~- 
“© gittrates co be aiding and ailifting in the ct- 
** tectual improvement of thete our conceflions 
“© to the beit advantage of our tricnds and af- 
. “ fociates, fo long as this amity fhall continue 
“ berwixe us; for the maniteitation of our 
** gratitude, picty, and juitice toward all men 
ot worth and honour, and the encouraging 
*- of geod offices and inclinations toward us 
** for the fucure. We do likewife order, that 
** a fie choice be forthwith made of ambaffa- 
** dors from among the Athenians, to attend 
** Hyrcanus in our name, and with this our 
decree and prefents, and to provoke an emu-. 
** lation to outdo us in this generous way of 
competition.” And fo much for the inter- 
courfe of friendfhip that pafs’d betwixt the 
Romans and the Athenians with Hyrcanus. 
Wuewn Cefar bad order’d his affairs in Sy- 
ria, he went back again with. his navy, and 
Antipater along with him, who immediately 
upon his return to Jerufalem gave orders for 
the repairing of the walls that Pompey had 
thrown down; taking a tour at the fame time 
.up and down the province, to try what might 
be done with menaces and tair words, toward 
the keeping of a divided and a factious pco- 
ple quict. ‘* He laid before them the blef- 
exhortation “* fings of a datiful obedience to their prince, 
to the people * in the peaceable enjoyment of their liberties 
** and poficffions, and the dangerous confe- 
“© quences of feditious practices and innova- 
** tions, which would force governors to turn 
*© perfecutors, Hyrcanus himfelf to turn ty- 
“ rant, and the mott neceflary of their patrons 
“and allies, even the Cefars, and the fenate 
“© of Rome themfelves, to become their im- 
“© placable enemics; for depend upon it, fays 
“ he, they will be obey’d.”” With thefe ad- 
monitions he quicted the whole country, 


Antipater’s 








CHAP. XVII 


Phajiel aud Hered governors of Ferufalen and 
Galilee. Ekrod’s charader, Exktah a fa- 
mous rower. Phafacl’s charaGer, SAntipater’s 
reputation draws envy upou hint, Complaints of 
slntipater to Ayrcanus, Herod cited before the 
judges, Abrave and a bold {peech of Simens. 
Firod tranfported againfi Ayrcanus, Procla- 
mations puolf{h'd in favour of the fews. Cefar 
Jisin in the fenate-boufi, by Brutus and Caffus. 


NTIPATER, under thefe circum- 

{tances, took an occalion from the natu- 

ral heavinefs of Hyrcanus to contrive a way 

for the advancing of his own family. and for- 

Phafieland ftuncs by putting his two cldeft fons Phafacl 


Herod gover- and Herod into two eminent commands; the 
nours of Je- 
rufalem and 


Galilee. 


* Sce Meurfius’s Athenm Attic. lib. ii, e. 112 

+ Cafaubon has fhewn, that inflead of fifteen, 
againft Buronius, 
dtud. p. 23. 


we fhould read twenty five, or twenty fix. 
towards tlre end, And bifhop Mountague’s Exercitatio x. as alfo tt 


ing country, and Herod his fecond fon into 

the government of Galilee, being at that time 

F fittcen years of age ; but of fuch a pregnan- Herod's chs. 
cy of wit, and fo enterprizing a fpirit, that his racter. 
youth didnot at all hinder him from tearching - 

out honourable occations for fo heroical a dif. 

pofition to work upon. ‘The borders of Syria 

were in thofe days very much intefted with 

robbers; fo that the firit inftance of his prow. 

efs was tpon that vagabond troop of highway~' 

men, Wherein he took Ezekiah, their com- Ezelfahaf. 
mander in chief, prifoner, with feveral of their mous thief ra. 
companions, and put them all to death. This poe put 
action gain’d him fo mighty a reputation a- °° “*#- 
mong the people, that his name was celebrated 

through all the towns and villages as their 
deliverer, and the author of their fecurity and 

repofe. By the tame of this exploit, he be- 

came alfo known to Sextus, the kinfman of 

Cefar the Great; who had then the adminif- 

tration of Syria: Befide that it kindled an 
emulation in Phafael likewife, to do fome- 

what that was great too, after the example of . 

his brother; applying himfelf accordingly to 

the arts of popularity, asthe moft likely way 

forthe compalifing of his end. He was a man The charac- 
ofa publick dpirit, and made for bufinefs; af- tcrofPhatel, 
fable in his converfation, and fo temperate in 

the exercifcot his power, that never any good 

man was the worte for it. By this dextrous 

way otf addrefs, Antipater came to be treated 

by the whole nation, rather as an abfolute 

prince than as a proxy; and with a reverence 

alfo becoming the dignity of fo great a matter. 

And he had this virtue peculiar co himfelf 

from the reft of the world, that profperity ne- 

ver alccr’d him, but from firft to laft he ftood 

firm to his faith and to his friend. 

Tuis over-grown greatncfs of Antipatcr, Antipater’s 
and the elevation of his family to fucha degree reputation 
of wealth, credit and power, together with draws 
the efteem the people had for himfelf and his "P°" 
children, and his vaft revenue in money from 
Hyrcanus, created fo malicious an envy againft 
him among the great men of the Jews, that 
they began to look upon him with anevileye; 
efpecially when they came to find what an in- 
tereft he had madc, not only among the peo- 
ple of Rome, but in the very hearts and good 
opinion of the empcrors themfelves, ‘They 
endeavoured to traduce him by faying he got Calumnies 
moncy from Hyrcanus for the ufe of the Ro- rais’d againlt 
mans, and then engrofs’d_ the thanks for it to bi™ 
himtelf, as if it had been a prefent out.of his 
own coffers, without fo much as naming the 
other inthe cafe. ‘This was invidioufly hinted 
to Hyrcanus, who was fo far trom taking it 
ill, chat he feem’d pleas’d with it. But the 
thing of all the rett that gave them the grcat- 
eit difturbance, was the violent, daring, ame 
bitious humour of Herod; infomuch that in 
the heat of this indignation, they went to 
Hyrcanus with a complaint, and openly accu- 
fed Antipater. ‘* How long, faid they, thall Complaints 
** everything go to wreck thus, and you take of Antipater 
“¢ nonotice of it? Donot you perceive all this thy, 
“ while, how the dignities, profits and pre« 

“©. rogatives of royal power, are wholly fhared 
“ betwixt Antipaterand his two fons; and that 
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you yourfelf have only the empty name and 
titlé of a prince? Have a care of letting 
things go too far, and being over {ecure ; 
tor Pott certainly the fafety of your perfon 
and government lies equally at ttake. You 
miftake yourfelf, if you. look upon thefe 
{parks to be any longer your deputies, for 
they are effectually your mafters. What 
was Herod’s outrage upon Ezeckiah and his 
companions, but an affront to publick juf- 
tice? For itis no better than direct mur- 
der by our law, to put any man to death, 
Icthim be never fo great a villain, without 
the formality of a tryal: But this man had 
the face to exercife an arbitrary power, e- 
ven without the leaft colour of any power 
at all.” , 
Wuart with this difcourfe and the clamour 
of the mothers in the temple, that lay day af- 
ter day there, calling out both to prince and 
people for juftice upon Herod, for the mur- 
der of their children, Hyrcanus was at laft pre- 
vail’d upon to appoint a day of hearing, and 
try the canfe indifferently betwixt Herod and 
his accufers before a bench of Judges. Herod 
appeared upon the firft call, though not alto- 
gcther as a private man, but, according to his 
father’s precaution, with only fuch a train as 
might fecure the prifoncr, without affronting 
the court. Sextus Cefar, having at that time 
the command of Syria, wrote a letter to Hyr- 
canus in Herod’s favour, adding menaces, if 
they did not acquit him, which was no hard 
thing to obtain; for Hyrcanus lov’d himas his 
own flefh and blood. “When Herod with his 
people about him, had ftood along time Bae 
the court, and not one mouth open’d againi 
him, ic put the whole affembly to their 
wits end, what to think of that profound fi- 
lence, till inthe conclufion, there ftood up one 
Sameas, 2 man too juit to be corrupted, and 
too innocent to fear any thing; and he deli- 
ver’d himfclf in terms to this purpofe: 

© War the favour, fays he, ot yourfelf, Sir, 
and of this honourable court, this is the firft 
time that ever I faw a prifoner at the bar, 
behaving himfelf with fuch an air of vanity 
and confidence; and I am of opinion that 
you will hardly match this man, all things 
confider’d, in the whole courfe of your ob- 
fervation and expericnce. It has been the 
practice formerly of perfons in his condi- 
tion, to demean themfelves in their habirs, 
countenances and behaviour, with fome re- 
gard to the fobriety, feverity and refigna~ 
tion that becomes men in the hands of the 
law, and underthe aweof a Iegal animad~- 
verlion: But we have a-criminal here chat 
values himfelf upon his guards, his orna- 
ments and his purple, and ftands in a pof- 
ture to make publick juftice morc dangerous 
‘to the court than to the criminal. Bur I 
donot blame him fo much neither, for con- 
fulting his own fafety, before that of the 
law and the government, as I do thofe that 
fuffer’d him to go on in chofe liberties : that 
ia to fay, the king and the judges. . Take 
notice, however, fays he, turning. to the 
judges, of what Iam aboutto tell you: God 
‘is a God of rightcoufnefs and power; and 
the time will come, wheh this very man 
that you are now ftickling to bring off in fa- 
vourof Hyrcanus, thall be the ruin of you, 
both king and judges.” 
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Awnp fo it came to pafs not long atter; for Herod pays 


upon Herod’s getting pofitflion of the govern- 
ment, he put che king himfelf to death, and 
all the judges, fave only Sameas ; for whom 
he had a fingular honour, in regard both of 
his integrity and juftice; and more particu- 
larly, as the perfon, that, after the belicging 
of the city by himfelf and Sofius, was initru- 
mental to the admitting of him into the place: 
With this further declaration, that it was a 
Judgment upon them for their fins, and a pu- 
oy ues not to be avoided. But of this elfe- 
where. 


aQMCcas 2 
great refpe€s. 


Hyrcanus, finding how the judges ftood Hyrcanus ad- 
affeéted, and that it was likely to go hard with joarns the 


Herod, he adjourned the court till next day, 
and gave him a private hint, by all means to 
get out of the way, for he was a loft man clfe. 
Herod, upon this, withdrew to Damaicus, for 
fear of Hyrcanus, as he pretended; and upon 
‘fome difcourfe with Sextus Cefar, and the ict- 
tling of his own affairs, he publickly declar’d, 
that if ever they cited him again to that court, 
he would ae their jurifdiction. This 
contempt put the judges in a rage; and they 
fell prefently to tagectiog ir is Higreancn: 
that his ruin was the very bottom of the de- 
fign; but though the thing was as plain as 
plain could be, and that he himfelf was con- 
vinced of it, he had not either conduét or re- 
folution to make any ufe of the precaution to 
his advantage. 


court. 


Herod was by this time fate Eerod with: 


and eafy under the care and proteétion of Sex- draws. 


tus Cefar, and fertled alfo in a purchafe for a 
fum of money, of the government of Celc- 
Syria. This was the firft thing that open’d 
Hyrcanus’s eyes, and gave him terrible appre- 
henfions of mifchief from that quarter; nci- 
ther were his apprehenfions groundicfs; for 


Herod was fo exafperated at the indignity of ferod trant& 
being expos’d to a trial, that he marched ported 
againft him with an army; and if it had not againft Hyr- 


been for the importunities and the intercef+ 
fions of his father, and his brother, he had 
moft certainly fallen upon Jerufalem irfelf; 
but upon their inftances and entreatics, that he 
would content himfelf with the fright he had 
put them-in, and ftop there without offering 
any farther violence to the author of his dig~ 
nity and fortune, they pacificd and diverted 
him from his purpofe. ‘’Tis true, they faid, 
‘¢ he had: been cited; but he was brought off 
“ to, and lay undcr fome obligation for his 
“© deliverance.” They advifed him likewife 
to confider the uncertain chance of war, and 
how providence gave victorics many times be- 
yond and againft human expectation ; and that 
he had Jittle co hope for in this caufe fromm 
divine juftice, confidcring that he fought not 
only againft his prince,. but againit his very 
nourifher and upholdcr, and one that had de- 
ferved all good from him, without doing him 
any injury ; or if he took any thing amifs from 
him ‘at, prefent, it was rather to be imputed 
to the malevolence of evil counfcllors he had 
about him,. that had tranfported Hyrcanus in- 
to an evil opinion of him. Herod was fo 
wronght upon by this way of advice and rea- 
foning, that he contented himfelf with thew- 
ing the people what power and reputation he 
had upon this occaiion; and this was the ftate 

of affairs with the Jews at that time, 
Cesar being now roturn’d to Rome, was 
preparing for an expedition into Africa, againft 
Scipio 


canus, 





FLAVIUS JOSEPHUS of 


Scipio and Caco, and faluted upon the way by 
ambatiadors trom Hyreanus to folicit the re- 
newing of a tormer league of friendfhip. It 
will be proper cnough in this place to take no- 
tice of the honours our people have from time 
to time received trom the Roman emperors, 
and the alliances that have pafs’d betwixt us, 
tothe end that the whole world may fee what 
opinion the kings of Europe, as well as Afia, 
have ever had tor the faith and courage of the 
Jews. 

Tue hiltcries of the Perfians and Macgdo- 
nians are nor publickly known and difpers’d, 
’tistruc, and the authority of them may appear 
the lefs authentick ; fo that though we our- 
felves have their books, and they are to be 
hid allo eMewhere, and make honourable 
mention of us upon many occafions, we fhall 
rather decline making any advantage of it, 
and cait the credit of our caufe upon the de- 
crees and proclamations of the Romans, the 
monumental infcriptions in their capitols, and 
upon pillars of brafs; which are all teftimo- 
nics and evidences, beyond contradiction ; and 
fo was that memorable infcription of Julius 
Cefar’s, upon the brazen pillar in Alexandria, 
which ferves as a record to perpetuate the pri- 
vilege of free citizens, which was allow’d the 
Jews as a prerogative in that famous place. I 
thall now profecute my purpofe with the par- 
ticular inftances of certain orders and decrees 
of the fenate, and of Julius Cefar, to the ad- 
vantage of Hyrcanus and our whole nation. 


Ce Te Cefar, emperor, Pontifex Maximus, 
aad the fecond time dictator, to the magiftracy, 
feuate, and the people of Sidou, greeting. 


“* “YW Myfclf, and my army are in health; and 
ef if you are well, all is well. I fend you 
** che copy of a letter of ours to Hyrcanus, 
** the fon of Alexander, the prince and high- 
“* prictt of the Jews, to be engraved upon a 
** brais table, the infcription in Latin and 
** Greek, and to remain among your regifters 
*- for after-times. The letter itfelf in fub- 
ftance is as follows: 
“ C. Jurzrus Cesar, emperor, the f{econd 
* time dictator, and Pontifex Maximus, hath, 
“© with the advice and confent of the fenatc, 
** appointed the publication of this decree. 
“ Forasmucu as Hyrcanus, the fon of 
** Alexander a Jew, hath in all times, as well 
‘* in war as in peace, approved himfelf to be 
** our truity good friend and ally, as appear- 


“eth by feveral atteftations of unqueftionable 
€ 


a 
a 
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“ fitteen hundred chcice men that he fent ta 
** Michridates, to my affiftance in the late 
Alexandrian war: thefe fervices and good 
* offices duly confider’d, I do hereby confirm 
* and eftablith unto Hyrcanus, and_ his heirs, 
*« the perperual government of the Jews, both 
‘© as their prince and high-pricit, after the man- 
* ner and method of their own laws; and 
from this time forward, enroll them among 
my * truity and well-beloved friends, and 
ratify an affinity with them as my affociatcs, 
«© And itis my pleafure likewife, that all the 

* legal pontifical rights and privileges be de- 
** volved upon him and his fons for ever; and 
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in cafe any controverfy fhall arife among 
the people concerning the Jewith difcipline, 
himiclf and his family, in the courfe of tuc- 
ceflion, to be the only judges of ix Ic is 
morcover my will and’ pleafure, that the 
Jews be difcharged the burden of winter 
quarters, and of all ‘publick payments.” 


We thall come now to fome of his particular 
grants, refolutions, and decrees. 


«ce 


credit, and particularly by the fupply of }* 


‘¢ Ir is ordered, Caius Cefar being conful, 
that the government of the Jews fhall de- 
fcend from Hyrcanus to his heirs for ever, 
with all the potleffions, grants, and emolu- 
ments, belonging or annexed to the ponti- 
ficate, the high-pricit to have the judgment 
of all caufes, And it is likewife appointed, 
that ambafladors be forthwith fent to Hyr- 
canus the fon of Alexander, the high-prieit 
of the Jews, with inftructions to treat about 
a friendly alliance with him; and that thefe 
particulars be fairly infcrib’d upon brazen 
tables in Latin and Greek, to be fet up in 
the capitol, at Tyre, Sidon, Askalon, and 
in the temples, to the end that chis our plea- 
fure may be duly made known through all 
our dominions, and that none may pretend. 
ignorance; and for the honour of our friends, 
and for a recommendation of -their agents 
and minifters, to a fingular refpett and cf 
teem in all places where they ihall come. 

“ Carus Cesar, emperar, dictator, and 
conful, taking into his confideration the ho- 
nour, the friendfhip, and the || good fervices 
of Hyrcanus, doth hereby, ior the benefit 
and advantage of the fenate and people of 
Rome, grant unto Hyrcanus, the fon o 

Alexander, and to his fons atter him, by 
an hereditary right of fucceffion, the au- 
thority and office of princes and prietts of 
Jerufalem, and of the whole nation of the 
Jews, to be by them exercifed and enjoy’d, 
in fach manner as thcir anceftors enjoy’d 
and excrcifed the faid dignities before them. 
*-Catus Cesar, the fitth time conful, hath 
ordained and appointed that the city of Je- 
rufalem fhall be repair’d and fortified ; and 
that Hyrcanus the prince and high-prict of 
the Jews, and the fon of Alexander, fhall 
have the adminiftration of the government, 
with an abatement upon the duty every fe= 
cond year, of a part of their taxcs, and an 
exemption from carriages and other tributes. 
“Carus Cesar, emperor, hath likewife 
ordained, that the inhabitants of Jerufalem 
fhali pay a yearly tribute for itfelf and all 
its dependencies, faving only the city of 
Joppa, with an exemption of all duty from 
the feventh year, which they call fabbatical, 
or the year of reft; in which they ncither 
fow, plant, nor reap, cither fruit or grain; 
and ic is his pleafure alfo, that the Jews in 
Sidon pay a tribute of the fourth ‘part of 
their fruits every fecond ycar for a duty, be- 
fide the tenths to Hyrciinus and his fons, as 
they ee formerly to their predecef= 
fors, And farther, that no governors, mi- 
licary officers, or ambafladors, prefume to 
ratlc any foldicrs, or impofe any charges 
upon the lands of the ‘Jews, ‘whether for 
Winter quarters, or upon any ‘other pretext 
whatloever ; but that they may hold‘all their 
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“ purchafes and acquifitions peaceably and 
“ quictly to themfelves, withour any Ict or 
“ moleftation whatfoever. It is alfo our far- 
“ ther will and pleafure, that the ciry of Jop- 
“« pa, which the Jews were poficfs’d of at their 
“ firft entrance into an alliance with the Ro- 
* mans, remain under the government of Hys~ 
* canus the fon of ‘Alexander and his family, 
“ with all the revenues and advantages arifing 
“ from it, whether upon husbandry, port du- 
ties, taxes, cuftoms, anchorage, impofictions 
** upon goods, and exportations of corn for 
“ Sidon, once id two years, faving only the 
“ fabbatical year, wherein (as it is faid before) 
“* they neither plow, plant, fow, reap, nor 
“‘ gather. As to the villages that Hyrcanus 
“¢ and his anceftors: formerly poffefs’d in the 
*© great plain, it is the will of the fenate, that 
“€ they continue to Hyrcanus and the Jews in 
‘© manner as before, and that the fame laws 
* and cuftoms be ftill preferved and exercifed 
* betwixt them and the priefts, and all ad- 
“* vantages ‘made good that had been formerly 
* granted to them by the fenate and the peo- 
** ple of Rome, the fame privileges extending 
“ even to Lydda itfelf. And whereas the 
« Romans had formerly beftow’d upon the 
‘¢ kings of Syria and Cilicia, certain lands and 
“ eftates, in refpeét of an alliance betwixt 
“* them, it is the pleafure of the fenate that 
. they ftill continue in the poffeffion of Hyr- 
“¢ canus the prince of the-Jews. And farther, 
** that he himfelf, his fon, and his ambafla- 
“©€ dors, fhall have places affign’d them among 
“¢ thc fenators, to fee the gladiators, and other 
*€ publick fpeétacles; and that upon any oc- 
“ cafion of applying themfelves to the fenate, 
*¢ the diétator, or the mafter of the horfe, 
“¢ fhall introduce them to their audience, and 
“Can anfwer to be returned them within ten 
“¢ days, if the fenate fhall come to any refo- 
<¢ Jution upon the matter, 
“ Carus Juxrus, the fourth time cmperor, 

“ the fitth time conful, and perpetual ditta~ 
“ tor, makes this mention of Hyrcanus:the 
“¢ fon’of Alexander, the prince and the high- 
pricft of the Jews. 

“ Wuereas, my predeceffors, as well in 
the provinces as in the fenate, have former- 
ly born witnefs to many honourable reports 
on the behalf of the high-prictt Hyrcanus, 
and the gencrality of the Jews, who have 
thereupon received the thanks of the fenate 
and people of Rome, in acknowledgment 
of their worth and goodnefs, we look upon 
thefe friendly offices and refpcéts, as obli- 
gations nevcr to be forgotten; and upon. 
“© ourfelves, as bound in the name of the f{e-. 
“¢ nate and people of Rome, to give Hyrca- 
“ nus, his family, and countrymen, all pof-: 
“ fible demonftrations of the fenfe we have of 
“ their amity and elteem,” 
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Caius Fulius, didator and conful, to the magiftracy, 
fenate, and body of the Parians, greeting. 


W HEREAS application: hath been 
made upto us at Delos, by great 
numbers of the Jcws from feveral quarters, 
complaining againft you in the hearing and 
prefence of your own ambafladors, for dc- 
nying the Jews the liberty of their country 
laws, and the free enjoyment of their rites 
and facrifices, they having likewife fhew’d 
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us the initrument of interdi¢tion itfelf; thefe 
are to lec you underftand, that we will not 
fuffer any fuch unreafonable rigour to be 
practifed toward our friends and allies; but 
our pleafure is, on the contrary, that they 
be let alone in the free and: peaceable cn- 
jJoyment of their cuftoms, feftivals, and fa- 
crifices, being no more than. the allowance 
of a privilege which they enjoy in Rome 
itfelf; for in the edict of Caius Cefar, con- 
ful,. prohibiting all publick mzetings and 
congregations in the city, the Jews alone 
were permitted to'mect together, feaft and 
make merry; and I myfelf, in. another cafe 
of: prohibition, excepted the Jews likewife 
out of that reftraint, and left them to their 
own ways and manners; wherefore if fo it 
be, that you have pafs’d any order to the 
prejudice of our allics, in the privileges that 
we have thoughre fit to allow them; it is 
but juft and reafonable that you.revoke, an 
make void any fuch decree out of.'a refpect 
‘to us, and to them for our fakes, as they 
are our friends.and affociates.” 


Arrer the death of Cefar, Marcus Anto« 
us, and Publius Dolobella, being then con- 
Is, call’d a fenatt, and gave an audience to 


the ambafladors of Hyrcanus, upon the fubject- 
matter of. their inftructions and.defires, ftruck 
up a new league .with them, and came to a 
refolution at laft, in. favour of all their de- 
mands. This Dolobella having received Ict- 
ters from Hyrcanus,, took an occafion from 
thence to fend difpatches all over, Afia, and 
particularly to Ephefus, the metropelis of that 
province, in terms much to this effect: . 


‘Lhe * emperor Dolobella. to the magifrrates, fe~ * The ftile of | 


. generals in 
thofe days, 


nate, and people of Ephefus, greeting. 


HEREAS we are given to under- 
_ ftand by Alexander the fon of Theo- 
‘dorus, and ambaffador of Hyrcanus the 
high-prieft and prince of the Rs in the 


- name of the faid Hyrcanus, that the Jews 


being tied up by the religion, laws, and 
conftitutions of their country, not to bear 
arms, travel, or fo much as provide them- 
felves neceflaries for life, upon the day of 
their fabbath, are thereby render’d incapa~ 
ble of attending the dutics and fervices of 
the war, we do therefore order and appoint, 
according to what our predcccflors: have 
done before us in the fame cafe, that the 
faid’ Jews be from this rime forward cx- 
empted from all military charges, and pcr~ 
mitted the liberty of meeting, worfhipping, 
and facrificing, according to their own rule 
and way. .And hercof you arc to caufe 
due notice to be given through all the citics 
of your province”. ; 
“ We find thefe privileges granted to our 
people by Dolobclla, at the inftance of Hyr- 
canus; and Lucius Lentulus the conful pro~ 
nouncing upon the whol¢ matter, in form, 
that the citizen Jews in Ephefus thould be 
allow’d the free exercife of their religion, 
with an immunity from all offices and im~ 
pofitions relating to the. war.” a 


"Given in court the 1818 “day of September. 
| oo yyy | We 
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men, Money, and arms, more or Iefs, where- Here op. 
ever he came, buc opprefling Judea above all nat 
the rett, by an impolition of betwixt > feven and Merk 
and cight hundred talents of filver. In the 
hurry ofthis diftra¢tion and confufion, Antipa~ 
ter committed the care of levying one part 
of this moncy to his two fons, and the reit of 
it to Malichus, (one who had no great kind- 
nefs tor him,) together with fome others. He- 
rod, who was willing to oblige the Romans 
at other people’s coit, began with the moft 
acceptable prcfents to Caffius, of the contribu- 
tion of Galilec, as the firft-fruits of his fer- 
vice; but for feveral cities under other gover- People and 
nors, they were expofed to publick fale, and pace all put 
fold as by an outcry, people, places, and all, °° a 
to him that would give moit ; as particularly 
the cities of Gophna, Emmaus, Lydda, and 
Thamna, where the inhabitants, by Caffius’s 
order, were fold by auction; and he was fo 
exafperated againft Malichus, upon this occa~ 
fion, that if Hyrcanus had not pacified him 
with a compofition of a hundred + talents out 
of his own coffers, by the hands of Antipater, 
it would have coft Malichus his life. So‘foon 
as Caffius was gone off with his treafure, Ma- Malichusina 
lichus enter’d into a practice againft the perfon pioecenee 

: g we pater. 
of Antipater, infering, that it he were once 
out of the way, Hyrcanus would find himfelf 
more eafy and fecure in his government, An~ 
tipater had fuch an apprchenfion however of 
this defign upon hini, that for prevention fake 
he forthwith pafs’d the river tordass, and put 
himfelf at the head of as many Jews and Ara~ 
bians as he could gather into a body ; but Ma~ 
lichus, who was a bold and a cunning fellow, 
finding himfclf fufpeéted, went to Antipater 
and his fons, baref2c’d, and without more ado 
clear’d himfelf of the jealoufy by the dint of 
downright perjury. ‘* Can any body imagine, Malichus 
“ fays he, that I should be fo arrant a fool, as makes we 
to entertain fo much as the leaft thought of Bie oath 
a plot, or a confpiracy, when at the fame sa 
time Phafacl had the command of Jerufa- 
lem, and Herod that of the arms and ma- 
gazines?”” So that by this impudence, fail- 
ing of his main end, he made his peace with 
Antipater. | Marcus had at this time the go- 
vernment of Syria, who coming afterward to 
hear of new practices of Malichus in Judea, 
had certainly put him to death, if it had not 
been for the interceflion of Antipater on his 
behalf. 


3 





We might produce feveral other imperial 
refolucions and decrees of fenare in favour of 
Hiyreanus and the Jewith nation, with lettcrs 
recommendatory to the governors of crtics 
and provinces, upon the fubject of our rights 
and claims; for which we can fhew authori- 
tits nct to be doubred of by any equal and 
impartial judge, in juftification of what we 
have here deliver'd. “The proofs, in fine, of 
an amicable underitanding of antient date, be- 
rwixt us and the Romans, are fo firm and clear, 
that the record of it is yet to be feen to this 
day, upon brazen tables and pillars in the ca- 
pitol, in perpetual memory of that alliance. 
Ic would be time loft to be more particular in 
acafe where there are fo many undeniable evi- 
dencesy exrant, in confirmation of the matter 
here exhibited ; fo that I fhall rather caft my- 
felf upon what I have faid already for the cre- 
dic of what I could fay farther, than tire our 
the reader with a tedious ftory for the clear- 
ing of a thing that is indifputable ; wherefore 
let this fuffice to fhew the friendly correfpon- 
Gence that pafs’d in former times betwixt the 

«» Remans and the Jews. 

Tuerxe happened at or about this time a 
defperate fedition in Syria, and_it was upon 
this cccafion: Cecilius Baflus, a Pompeian, cn- 
ter’d into a plot upon the life of Sextus Cefar. 
He got him treacheroufly murder’d, and im- 
mediately drew out his troops upon it, and 
took potieffion of the province. ‘This outrage 
was tollow’d with a bloody war upon the bor- 
ders of Apamia. The Cefareans march’d againft 
Baflas with horfe and foot; .Antipater with 
his fons joining them, in honour to the me- 
mory of ‘his illuftrious benefactor; accounting 
himfelt bound both in honour and juftice to 
take his revenge upon the murderer of fo ge- 
nerous.a friend. While the war was drawing 
out at length, * Marcus fets up for fucceflor 
to Sextas s-and in the mean time, Brutus and 
Caffius; with a band of other confpirators, af- 
{uflinated Cefar in the fenate-houfe. He had 
now been three years and a half in his govern- 
ment, as appears by the whole current of hif- 
torians. . fa, 
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“CHAP. XVUL 


The death of Cefar was follow'd by a civil war- 
Caffius enters into a fafion, and joins with He- 
red in horrible oppreffions. People as well as 
places expofed to fale. Marcus in a plot againft 
eIntipater, and brings himfelf off by a falfe 
ath, a , 





CHAP. XIX. 


"The deh of L PON the death of Gefar, the fenators| Afarcus and Caffius give Herod the conmeand of 
Catania [ols and the chict-men of Rome fell prefent-| the lower Syria. Malichus gets Antipater pot- 


lowci with aly all into parties and: factions, every man 


Cieth vet 


\ on'd, but forfwears it. a) ice well 
{hitting and fetting up for himfelf, till the con- Iqnbled rfwears it, A bloody malice wel 
fulion broke out into a civil war, Caffius got 
Cafias-ma'e, pofletfion of the army in Syria, which was then 
«party, and betore. Apamia ; Hea the fiege, and brought 
ce Pe over Mareus.and Buflus into his interett ; took 
fue into it, 8 Progrefs from place to place, picking up 


NTIPATER’s good nature in this 

“% aét of tendernefs, was more than his 
difcretion; for, as it fell out, he fav’d Mali- 
chus only to deftroy himfelf, When Marcus 





* By Marens we are to underftand Marcus Crifpu therwife y i j res 
‘Vp thin pirpate fee Cotashens Eeecic Aa DG Bs or otherwife to read Murcus, as Mr.Spanheim conjectures. 
| 
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he hundred forty’ three pounds, nine_ ounces, 


and their value in filver amo and five hundred thirey one pounds, five fhil- 


t Seven hundred Jewith talents weighed feventy nine thoufand cig 
fings, Englith money. 


unted to two hundred thirty nine thou 


4 An hundred Jewith tents weighed eleven thoufané 
: : afand ; : 
spa ey punees g A four hundred and fix pounds, three ounces, and their 


unted to thirty four thoufand two hundred and cighteen pounds, fifteen fhillings of our money. 
and 
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Chap. XIX. the Antiquities of the JEWS. 


Upon the taking of Loadicea afterward by 
Caffius, and the People thronging to him with 
money and prefents, Herod made no doubt of 
an Opportunity to gain his point upon that oc- 
cafion: But as Malichus was upon the way 
near Tyrus in Phenicia, his heart mifgave him, 
and that. apprehenfion. put him upon other mea~ 
fures. “He had a fon at that time an hoftage in 
Tyre, and he thought with-himfelf that if he 
could but fteal him away into Judea, the Jews 
might be.tamper’d to a revolt ; and he himfelt 
take his advantage, while Caffius was engaged 
ia war with Anthony, to poflefs himtelf of 
the government. The project was bold, and 
well enough , contrived ; if Herod’s wonder- 
ful fagacity and precaution had not difappoint- 
ed it, by fending out : {everal officers before= 
hand tomeet Malichus and his train upon the 
way in their arms, under a pretext of inviting 
them into a collation ;. which they did accord= 
ingly, and falling upon him on the fea-fide of 
























































Marcusand and Caffius had gotten an army together, they 
Cafus ive gave Herod the command of it both by fea 
Hetod and land, and at the fame time made him go- 
ce loner Sy- vernor of all Cele-Syria, with a farther pro- 
mife of the kingdom of Judea, fo foonas the 
war fhould be over with Anthony, and. the 
younger Cefar, afterward Augaftus, which 
they -were then engaged. in. This promotion 
Malichusgets of Fferod put Malichus into fach an apprehen- 
Antipater  fion. and Jealoufy of Antipater, that he got 
poiloned ; him . poifon’d for a ‘fam of money, .by Hyrca- 
nus‘s butler, one day at his mafter’s table; 

and thereupon, with a guard of foldiers about 

‘ him, took - poffeffion .of the city. This was 
the end. of Antipater;:a ja and a good ‘man, 

andia true: lover of his ‘country. ‘Herod and 
Phafael.refented this batbarous practice upon 

‘the: perfon of . their fathcr, as they: ought to 

do; but Malichus had_ the confidence however 

but forfwears to forfwear all apon the main, and ftand upon 
it.’ The two his, Jjattification. “The two brothers were both 
aimee agreed in the determination of a revenge; but 
mene, the queftion Was, in what manner it was to 
. be .etfeéted. Herod was for doing of it at the 

~ head of an army; but Phafacl rather by ftratas | 
gem and furprize, for fear of embroiling the. 
people in a civil war: So that: he behaved to 
Malichus with an air of complacency, without 
difcovering any fafpicion-he had of hin for the 
murder ;. employing himfelf at the fame time, 
upon the erecting of an -illuftrious monument. 
to-the honour of his dead father. Herod came’ 
about this, time to Samaria, and finding every 
thingin great diforder; he made it his bufinefg: 
to fet-matters to rights again, and.to compofe 
all controverfies and difputes among the inha- 
bitants, by a regular courfe of law and juttice. 
There came on foon after.this, a folenin fefti- 
val at Jerufalem; upon which occafion, Herod 
advanced with’ his army toward the city ;' 
where Malichus in a dread on the other hand, : 
¢arneftly prefs’d Hyrcanus hot to-givehim ad-. 
mittance; who was accordingly prevail’d up-' 
on to refufe him cntrafice, upon a pretext, that 
it would be a prophanation of the holy reli- 
gion to communicate in their ‘ceremonies and 
worfhip with ftrangers. But Herod made: 
light of this interdiction, and got into. the town: 
by night. This furprize put Malichus under 
dreadful apprehenfions; but he had the cun- 
ning however, to ftick tohis difguife of tears 
and exclamations for the lofs of his dear friend 
Antipater, and at the fame time puveecly to 
Provide a guard for the {ecurity of his perfon. 
Malice well Herod’s fricnds under thefe circumftances, had 
riembled on no better expedient than to encounter his pre- 
Milde. tence of forrow and affliction on the one hand, 
with an artificial femblance of fricndfhip and | - 
confidence on the other, , 


ria. 


Particulars, Herod put a fhort end to his cu- 
Tlofity,” by telling him that it was all done by 
the. command of Caffius: Whereupon Hyrca- 
nus feemed highly to approve the juftice of the 
Vengeance for the murder of Antipater, upon 
folewd aman, and fo treacherous an enemy to 
his country. ioctsh 

Upon the departure of Caffius out of Syria, 
there follow’d great’ troubles in Judea. For 
Felix, with the troops that were under his 
command in Jerufalem, made an attack upon 


their arms in his defence. Herod upon this, 
apply’d himfelf to Fabius the governor of 
Damafcus, with a defign to affift his brother; 
bat was prevented for the prefent by a fit of 
ficknefs, that put him out of condition to ferve 
him. Phafael however had the good, fortune 
to do his bufinefs without him, and to force 
Felix for fantuary into a ftrong hold upon 
terms: Phafacl reproaching Hyrcanus all this 


in fiding with his enemy, after fo many obli- 
gations as he had laid uponhim; for the bro- 
ther of Malichus had at that time gotten feve- 
ral fortify’d places into his hand, and Mafada 
among the reft, which was look’d upon as a 
fort in a manner impregnable; but Herod 
upon his recovery, took them all back again, 
and fo difmifs’d him upon articles of agrec~ 
ment betwixt them. 
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CHAP. XXII. 


Antigonus vaifes an army. Flevod’s tendernefs Sor 
the Iyrians. He defeats Antigonus, and mara 
vies Mariamue. 








CHAP. XX, 


Cafius and Flerod join to revenge Antipater?s 
murder, MMalichus Sabe'd under a colony of 


Sricndpbip. 


Caffius joins! I THE charaéter of Malichus was fo well 
With Herod known to Caffius, that he order’d Herod, 
nets Immediately upon the news of Antipater’s 
murder, death, to revenge it upon the head of the 
murderer, Privately commanding the troops: 
allo that Were then at Tyre to his afliftance., 


Fabius for a fum of moncy to join with him in 
the drawing of an army toget cr, taking Ma. 
rion alfo into his affittance, who, by the favour 
of Caffius, had gotten the command of Tyre, 
and. the power of all Syria into his hand, -ha- 


ving {ettled {cveral. garifons there, and phice 


‘ton “ftruck . Hyrcanus {peechicfs; but upon gq 
coming a littic to himfelf, and enquiring into fricndthip. 


Phafael ;. andthe people. betook themfelves to . 


while with ingratitude to the higheft degree, 


361 


the town, they there dif; patch’d him with their peel ; 
daggers. The horror and furprize of this ac- oe aes ue 2 
er colour of 


NTIGONUS, the fon of Ariftobulus, Antigonne 
l \ a near kinfman of Ptolemy Menneus, and rifesan ar« 


‘| for affinity fake, by him adopted, engaged my: 





26> 


rm a 

FLAVIUS 

in Galilee itfelt, upon his own borders; but 

Herod quickly reduced thefe places, treating 

the ‘Pyrians that had the keeping of them, not 

only with thir quarter, but with refpect, ten- 

dernefs, and cven with prefents too, for the 

love he bore to the people themfelves. His 

Heraden- ¢Xt bufine{s was immediately to march up to 

waters An- Antigoaus, whom he encounter’d and defeated 

hyonusy 24 upon his very entrance into Judea, and return- 

comes me ing triumphant trom thence to Jerufalem, he 

was received by Hyrcanus and the whole peo- 

ple, with all poffible inftances of honour and 

ctteem; tor being now upon the point of a 

match with the daughter of Alexander, the 

fon ot Ariftobulus, and of Alexandra the 

daughter of Hyrcanus, Herod was confider’d 

Ticroimsr- asa branch of the family; and the marriage 

‘being confummated foon after, he had by this 

_; Wite three fons and two daughters, having 

: by had a former wife of his own country, whofe 

“name was Dores, by whom he had his eldeft 
fon Antipater. 








the ‘iyrian:. 



















CHAP. XXII. 


Cafius vented by Anthony and Brutus, Complains 
“aguiff Phaiael and Herod. Hyrcanus preffes 
sdutbony for fatisfadion againft Caffius. Se- 
veral edids in favour of the Fews. 


A. FTER the defeat of Caffius at aay 
yas pi, by Anthony:and Auguftus, Cefar 
cny and went -his way into Gaul, and Anthony into 
Alia, who was complimented upon his march 
in Bichynia with cmbaflics and applications 
from feveral parts; and among others, he was 
‘intro encounter’d with complaints and accufations 

againit Phafacl and Herod, from many emi- 
nent perfons among the Jews, fuggefting thar 
Hyrcanus, though he had the name of a go- 
vernor, was in cfieét, bur a mock prince; for 
that the two brothers had ufurp’d the autho- 
rity and adminiftration to themfclves. Herod 
Vier} pleads pleaded fo well for himfclf, and {econded his 
¢ with reafons with fo large a fum of moncy, that his 
’ adverfarics were not fo much as admitted to 
ng be heard againft him. Upon Anthony’s co- 
- ming up to Ephefus, ambafladors were fent 
eis from Hyrcanus the high-prieft, and the whole 
er body of the Jews, with a crown of gold 
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fupplications, and prefents ; defiring that their 


countrymen, who were carricd away prifoners 
by Ciifius, contrary to the rules of war, might 
be fet at liberty, and their lands reftored to 
them, that bad been wrongfully taken away ; 
detiring Anthony’s letters to the provinces in 
their favour to this purpofe. Their requeft 
was found to be fo reafonable, Anthony pre- 
fently granted their petition, and wrote to 
Vyrcanus, and to the Jews, and likewife dif. 
natch’d an ediét to the Tyrians, to this fol- 
loting cfteét : 
Alircus Aatouius, emperor, to Ayrcanus the high- 
re aud prince of the Jews, greeting, joy and 
hialth, 


+e HEREAS we have received from 


Acthony to 

ee a Lylimachus the fon of Paufanias, Jo- 

Tyre. “ feph the fon of Menncus, and Alexander the 
% ee 


fon of Theodorus, your ambaffadors, at 
Ephefus, trcfh affurances of the continuance 
of yours and your people’s affcétion for us, 


ee 
ce 


JOSEPHUS of 








** according to what hath been formerly exhi- 


** bited co us at Rome; in which commiffion 
* they have faithfully and worthily acquitted 
“ themfelves; and whereas we are abundantly 
“* fatistied in the fincerity of your intentions, 
“and more from the proof we have had of 
your good faith, piety, and virtuc, than by 
the force of words, we do heartily agree 
* to your propofals, and embrace your friend- 
“ thip. Now fince fo it is that the enemies, 
“* both of ourfelf, and of the people of Rome, 
“ have laid wafte and ravaged the whole coun- 
** try of Afia, without any regard to focicties, 
“ laws, or holy places, oaths, promifes, or 
**, contracts, we have turned our arms againtt 
** thefe violaters of all duties, facred and civil; 
not for any-particular intcreft of our own, 
“ but im vindication of the common caufe of: 
“mankind. As in the cafe of the horrid mur- 
“* der of Cefar, a villainy fo black and hideous, 
** that the fun itfelf was confounded at the 
“ fight of it: the execrable affaflins betook 
“ themfelves, fome of them at leaft, into Ma- 
** cedonia, as if it had been to fight the old 
** quarrel againft the gods over again there. 
“* Such was their outrageous malice at the bat- 
“ tle of Philippi, where having poffefled them- 
“ felves of all the faftneffes and ftrong places, 
** up to the very fea, under the cover of almoft 
impaflable mountains, they were fo pofted, 
“ that there was only one way open to come 
“at them. But thefe difficulties notwith- 
“ ftanding, divine juftice gave us fo entire a 
* victory over the facrilegious rebels, that we 
“* beat Brutus and Caflius into the town; where 
‘© finding themfelves environ’d, they both pe- 
“* rifhed together; fo that having inflifted a 
s¢ juft vengeance upon the heads of thefe mon- 
** ‘ters, we are now in hope to fee peaceable 
** days again, and Afia, that looks like a body 
** already recovering out of a defperate dif- 
temper by the benefit of this relicf, deli- 
ver’d finally from the outrages of a devonr- 
ing war. And it fhall be our care likewife 
“to provide that you and your people may 
** come in for an ample fhare in the comfort 
of fo great a bleffing. ‘To this end we have 
already difpatch’d away our mandates from 
** place to place for the immediate difcharge 
** of all the Jews, as well bond as free, that 
“¢ had been expofed to fale by Caffius, or his 
“¢ order. And it is our farther pleafare, that 
‘you fhall quietly enjoy to yourfelves and 
“¢ your heirs, all the graces and privileges 
€ unto you granted by myfelf and Dolobella, 
*« with an exprefs inhibition to the Tyrians, 
‘¢ that they give you no fort of moleftation, 
“ and as pofitively commanding them to make 
“ full refticution of all the goods and eftatcs 
‘¢ chat had been taken away from the Jews, 
“ declaring our acceptance alfo of the crown 
“ you were pleafed to fend.” 


ce 
oe 


it? 


“ 


cs 
ec 
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Marcus Antonius, emperor, to the magiftrates, 
Senate, and people of Tyre, greeting. 


HEREAS we have been given to 
underftand at Ephefus, by the am- 
© bafladors of Hyrcanus the high-pricft, and 
prince of the Jews, that in the time when 
“¢ our enemies were in poffeffion of this pro- 
«€ vinec, you enter’d upon the lands of feveral 
“ of this people for your own ufe,. be it now 
“ known unto you, that as we engaged in this 

war 


cc 
“e 


a 


Book XIy. 


Chap. X XIi. 





“© war for the good of the empire, and for the 
“** maintenance of piety and juftice, againft a 
“¢ band of ungrateful rebels; fo we do hereby 
** will and require you, not only to live in 
** peace and amity with our allics, but alfo to 


the Antiquities of the JEWs. 


CHAP. XXII, 


Anthony's encounter with Cleopatra, Heavy com= 
plaints againft Herod and Phafacl. The caufe 
tried, aid council heard. Anthony advifes 








*¢ reftore to the former proprictors whatever 
** you have ‘of theirs that was taken from 
*€ them by the hands of our enemies; who, 
*¢ as they had no manner of right thereunto 
** themfelves, by any commiflion or authority 
*© from the fenate 3 fo neither could they con- 
* vey any right to others, upon whom they 
“* pretended to beftow it, being only the mer- 
*€ cenary inftruments of their violence and 
** ufurpation. And now having brought our 


with Flyrcanus. The ingratitude of Herod’s 
accifers. 


NT HONY paffing after this into Sy- Anthony's 

tia, was met and complimented by Clcos encounter’ 
patra upon the way in Cilicia, where ‘he {e]} “ith Cleopa- 
defperately in love with her. Application was Complaints 
alfo made to him by a matter of a hundred and accufa- 
eminent perfons of the firft qualicy of rhe Jews, tions againtt 


with complaints and accufations againft Herod ee 


** adverfaries to condign punifhment, we find 
“€ it reafonable to re-cftablifh our allies in the 
* full and quiet enjoyment of their cftatcs; 
“ wherefore if you have in your hands at pre- 
* fent any lands or eftates formerly belonging 
*¢ to Hyrcanus the prince of the Jews, which 
“* you came to be feized of in the time, or 
“¢ under the countenance of Caffius’s unrigh- 
“© teous invafion, ic is our will that they be 
* forthwith deliver’d up to the perfons from 
S¢ whom they were taken, without ‘any oppo- 
“© ition or delay 3 and in cafe of any doubt or 
“ difficulty that may arife upon the equity of 
“‘ the mattcr, it fhall be our care when we 
“© come into thofe parts, to hear both fides, 
S* and to difcharge juftice impartially.” 
Mark Anthony, emperor, to the magiftrate, fe- 
nate, and people of Tyre, greeting. 


oe 1° AVE fent you my mandate, which 
= you are to fee carefully tranfcrib’d in 
« Latin and Greek, and expofed upon a table 
“among your records, in a publick place 
“© where all people may take notice of it.” 


And again, 


Marcus Antonius, emperor and triumvir, €2c. os 


follows. 
fs HEREAS Caius Caffius, taking ad- 
sf vantage of our troubles and diftrac- 


“ tions, broke in with a body of vagabond 
“ troops upon a province where he had no- 
“© thing at-all to do, and without the Icaft co- 
* lour of any warrantable title or pretenfion; 
* ravaging and deftroying the country and the 
*€ whole nation of the Jews, though our dear 
“ friends and allics; and continuing thofe out- 
“ rages, till by our arms we brought down 
“ the pride and infolence of thefe prefump- 
** cuous ufurpers; it is. our exprefs will and 
“© command now for the reparation of all thefe 
* indignitics, (as far as in us lics,) to ordain 
. “ and appoint, that refticution or fatisfaction 
“ be forthwith madc to our allies the Jews, 
“ for whatfocver hath been forcibly taken 
“ from them, and the perfons of all their pri- 


** foners to be fer at liberty; and wedo like-. 


“« wife require that this our decree be punc- 
“ tually obferved, upon pain of our utmoft 
“ difpleafure.” 


Antnony wrote to the fame purpofe alfo 
to the people of Sidon, Antioch, and Arad, 
which we think reafonable to give an account 
of in this place, to the end that pofteriry may 
kiiow how great an honour and refpect our 
nation has received time after time from the 
ftate of Rome. 


and Phafael, bringing along with them a fe~ Countels 
leét choice of the beft fpeakers they had for heard on both 


their advocates. 
the two brothers, being likewife feconded by 
Hyrcanus, who was at this time by marriage 
become: father-in-law to Herod. “The caufe 


Meffala was of council for fides. 


was tried at Daphne; where, upon full hear- The caufe 
ing of both fides, Anthony put it to Hyrcanus, tried ar 
which of thetwo was the bett qualified forthe Daphne. 
office of a governor, who made anfwer, that enon en 


he took Herod to be the more competent ad- Hyrcanus. 


miniftrator of the two. Anthony had fo great 
a tendernefs and refpecét for the two young 
men, upon the fcore of paft kindnefs received 
from their father Antipater, who took him in- 
to his prote¢tion when Gabinius made war up- 
on Judea, that he confer’d upon them both 
the dignity of Tetrarchs, and committed Ju~ 
dea to their care. 


He wrote feveral letters The defen 


alfo in their favour, and imprifon’d fiftcen of dants ad- 


the moft violent of their profecutors, 


with a vance, and Te- 
veral of the 


refolution to have put them all to death, if progcutors 


Herod by his mediation had not diverted the 
execution, 


i ut to death. 
But this generofity of Herod’s had The ingrari- 


no effeét at all upon the implacable malice of tde of He- 
his enemies; for they were no fooner difmife’d foCs accuy 
from their embafly, but they entered into new cat then 
practices againft the life of their preferver, their lives in 
immediately upon their yeturn; and drawing the conclu-, 


together to the number of a thoufand perfons "°™ 


of the faétion, they marched in a body to Tyre, 
to wait for Anthony’s coming thither. But 
Herod and his brother had already made fo 
powerful an intereft by the force of moncy and 
prefents, that Anthony fent his orders to the 
magiftracy of the placc, to affitt Herod. in the 
fupport of bis authority, and to do jufticc up- 
on the Jewifh ambafladors, as a parcel of ie 
ditious innovators, that were in a defign to 
overturn the government. But Herod gave 
yet a fecond inftance of his humanity and good 


Mature, in repairing to the deputics as they 


were advancing up to the city, and adviling 
them by all means to withdraw themfelves in 
time; Hyrcanus joining with Herod in the 
fame advice, and ‘defiring them to retire, for 
fear of what mifchicf might befal them if they 
perfifted in that appeal. Bur thefe people, in 
contempt of all counfels and dangers, kept on 
their way till they were fet upon and overborn 
by multitudes of both Jews and inhabitants 5 
great numbers of them being kill’d and wound= 
ed, and the reft difpers’d, which put a final 
end to that controverfy 5 not but that the com- 
mon people ftill perfever’d loudly to exclaim 
againit Herod’s proceedings, which irritated 
Anthony to that degree, that he commanded. 
all the prifoners to be put to death, 


ALLE In 





36, FLAVIUS JOSEPHUS of _ ~ Book XIV. 


I~ the year following Pacorus the {on of arms, others without, and the city as well as 
the king of Parthia and Barzapharnes, a prince . the temple crowded with them, all but the 
of the country, made themfelves matters of | palace, which Herod, with a fmall party, 


Syria; and Prolemy Menncus dying at the | maintain’d, the charge of the walls and out- 





F ‘ works being committed to Phafacl. The ene- 


fame time, his fon Lyfanias fucceeded him, > f . 

having contraéted a particular friendfhip with ; my having pofted themfclves in the fuburbs, Hered drives 

Antigonus the fon of Ariftobulus, by the means Herod made a brave and a defperate fally up- ae 
¥ on them, whercin he did great execution, dri- i 


ot Barzaphames, who was held in very great | Of ‘ ‘ 
etteem by him. ving feveral thoufands before him , fome into 
the temple, fome into the city, and forcing 
others to take fanétuary behind a rampart that 
was there at hand; Phafacl alfo acquitting him~ 
felf in this aétion like a man of honour. Pa~- 
corus, in the mean time, at the inftance of 
Antigonus, with a fmall party, enter’d the 
city upon a pretence to kcep the people quict, 
and put a ftop to the tumult; but with a de- 
fign, in truth, to advance Antigonus to the 
government. Phafacl, after this, treated them 
with great refpeét, both upon the way, and at 
his own palace, and Pacorus requited the ci- Pucorus be- 
vility with a practice upon his life, which was trays Phafael. 
carried on under colour of an embafly to Bar- 
zapharnes; which Phafacl, being a credulous 
man, was cafily prevail’d upon to undertake, 
though fo much againft Herod’s opinion, that 
he was abfolutcly for cutting off Pacorus, and 
the whole crew that came along with him, to 
prevent a worfe mifchicf, being too well ac- 
quainted with the infidelity of the barbarous 
people he had to do withal, to truft them, 2 
But fo it was, however, that Hyrcanus and 
Phafael put chemfelves upon their journcy with 
Pacorus to conduét them, leaving a guard of 
two hundred horfe with Herod, and ten of 
thofe people that they call freemen. Upon a 
their arrival at Galilee, the commanders of 
the neighbouring garifons came out in their 
arms to meet them, and none forwarder than 
Barzapharnes, with fair words and prefents to 
bid them welcome, though his heart, upon the 
whole matter was full of treachery. Phafacl 
and his train were conduéted to a quarter up- 
on the fea fide, where being given to undcr-= 
ftand, that the Parthians were to have a thou- 
fand talents, and five hundred women, of An- 
tigonus, for this picce of fervice, he began to 
have an apprchenfion of foul play, over and 
above that he had notice given him of a de- 
fign upon him that very night, and that there 
was a guard of foldicrs in rcadincfs to feize 
upon his perfon. And the plot had certainly 
been put in execution, if they had not waited 
for the intelligence of Herod’s being fecured 
at Jerufalem oy the Parthians, as it was con= 
certed among themfclves;, for if the other two 
had been taken up firft, Herod might have had 
time enough, they thought, to makc his efcape, 
and fecure himfelf, The information of this 
contrivance was quickly found to be true, by 
the coming up of the guards that were to do 
the exploit. Upon this difcovery feveral of 
Phafacl’s people urged him immediately to 
take horfe and away; Ophcellius cfpcecially, 
who by the means ot Saramella, (one, of the 
greateft men for cftate in all Syria,) had de- 
teéted the confpiracy ; and living near the fea, 
offer’d him the convenience of fhipping to 
carry him off; but Phafacl was too generous 
to abandon his friends in their diftrefs 5 fo that 
he chofe rather to go direétly to Barzapharncs, 
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CHAP. XXIV. 


Autizonus deals with the Parthians to depofe Hyr- 
canus, and to put Herod and bis brothers to 
death. Pacorus and Barzapbarnes join againft 
Judea. The Dyrians deny Pacorus entrance. 
The Fews of Mount Carmel fide with Antizo- 
nus. A guard fet upon the temple, and the 
Loufes fir’d over their beads. Pacorts betrays 
Phafael. Barzapharnes charged with trea- 
chery, but denies tt. 


Moe GONUS contraéted with the 
h Parthians for a * thoufand talents, and 
» five hundred women, upon the depofing of 
.q Hyrcanus, and receiving him for governor in 
"his ftead; and at the fame time put Herod to 
bro- death and all his party. ‘The fum agreed up- 
en was not depofited, but the Parthians, how- 
ever, enter’d upon the undertaking, and march- 
ed with an army againft Judea, Pacorus by the 
way of the coaft, and Barzapharnes through 
the inland, The Tyrians ftood upon their guard 
againft Pacorus, and kept him out of the city; 
but the people of Sidon and Prolemais open’d 
their gates and receiv’d him. He detached, 
upon this, a party of horfe upon the fcourt, un- 
der the command of the king’s cup-bearer, 
whofe name alfo was Pacorus, to difcover the 
ftace of the country, and to fecond Antigonus, 
if there fhould be occafion. The Jews of 
The Jews of Mount Carmel fided with Antigonus, who fan- 
Mott Car- cied that by their affiftance he might make him- 
ree felf mafter of that part of the country which 
aipenas: “they call Drymoe, and he was perfuaded by 
others alfo that came over to him, to pufh for- 
ward, even to Jerufalem itfelf; which he did 
accordingly by the help of feveral ftrong en- 
forcements that join’d him with a refolution to 
attack Herod and Phafael in the royal palace; 
but while this was in agitation, the two bro- 
thers, with a confiderable body of their fricnds 
and party, fell upon them in the market-placc ; 
and beating them from their poft, they fled 
The two bro- into the temple. Herod clapt a guard of fol- 
thers clap 8 diers into the adjoining houtes, for the better 
guard upon fecurity of the place; but the multicude break- 
the temple. . awe . > 
ing violently in upon them before they could 
The multi be reliev’d, fet fire to the buildings over their 
tude fire their heads, and burnt the houfes to afhes, together 
houfes over” with the defendants. Soon after this outrage 
thetr heads. : : ’ 
Herod had his revenge, in a defeat he gave 
them with a very great flaughter. They con- 
tinued skirmifhing trom day to day, till toward 
the featt of Pentecoft, which Antigonus and 
his gi expected with great impaticnce, be- 
caufe of the mighty confluence of people that 
reforted thither upon that folemnity. ‘The 
time being come, there were feveral thoufands 
gather’d together about the temple; fome with 









* A thoufand Jewith talents weighed one hundred fourteen thoufand and fixty two pounds, and their value in 
filver amounted to three hundred forty two thoufind one hundred and eighty feven pounds, ten fhillings; but if 
gold ones be here meant, to five millions, four hundred and feventy five thoufind pounds, Englif, moncy. ’ 
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and charge him in plain terms with the indig-| them the flip that very night ; and fo taking 

parzapharnes nity of fo difhonourable a practice. “ Ifmo-| the opportunity of the dusk of the evening, 

charg'd with * ney, fays he, be your bufinefs, Phafacl, me-| he refolved to attempt his efeape, He took 

reacherys | “© thinks, fhould be better able to gratify you | along with him all the troops he had about Herod flips 

bur denies ce shoe way than Antigonus, befide the fcan-| him; provided waggons, and horfes, and other as 
“ dalous barbarity of fo horrid a violence beafts of carriage for the women and his train, as 7+ 7s peoples 
** upon the perfons of ambafladors, in oppo- | his mother, fifter, and Mariamne, his contraéted 
** fition to all the laws of good faith, hofpi- | miftrefs, the daughter of Alexander, and the 

tality, and nations.” ‘The Barbarian for-| neice of Ariftobulus, with his fpoufe’s mother, 

fwore the whole matter from one end to the| the daughter of Hyrcanus, the youngeft bro- 

other, alledging he tormented himfelf with | ther, and the reft of his company and family, . 


groundlefs jealoufies, and fo went his way to | marching away altogether toward Idumea, and 
Pacorus. well advanced upon the way before their ene- 


mies took notice of it. It was a f{peétacle to 
SSS SSE {make the mott infenfible heart to bleed; the 
CHAP. XXV. 


fight of the poor women hurrying away with 
fucking children at their breafts with tears and 
Flyrcanus and Phafael taken up by the Parthians. outcries, leaving their country in mifery, and 

44 plot upon Herod, who accufes Pacorus. Alex-| their friends in bonds, and in an hourly ex- 
andra abfolutely governs him. He makes his | peCtation of falling under the fame fate therm- re 
efcape, and builds Herodium, in honour of his | elves. ; 
victory there. He meets Herod at Refa, and Bur Herod ftood as firm as a rock all this 
foes himfelf to Petra. -Ferufalem befieg’d, and | while, againtt the uttermoft iniquities of a crofs 
Mariffa demolifo’d. . Antigonus put in poffeffion | fortune, and did all that was poffible to do, 
of the government. Hyrcanus and Phafael in| both by his example, and by his counfels, to 
bonds. Phafael beats out his own brains. The keep up the hearts of his'companions. He told 
Sreatne/s of Herod’s mind, He applies himfelf | them that there was no poflibility of fafety, 
to Marcus, who orders him to leave bis country. 
Fie goes for Egypt, and then for Rome. He 


or any thought of life, but in flight, encouraging: 
them to hope the beft, and not to ruin them 
meets Sappinas and Ptolemy at Rhodes, aud tells 
Anthony his whole frory. 


felves by fruitlefs lamentations and def pairs, 
Hyrcanus and B ARZAPHARNES had no fooner 
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but rather bear up and aflift toward their own 
deliverance. Upon thefe words they took up 
Phafael taken turn’d his back, but a party of foldiers 
up bythe feized and put in chains Hyrcanus and Phafael, 


a refolution becoming the occafion. There 
fthians. ~~ who highly exclaim’d agairift fo perjurious and 


fell out, juft upon this, an unlucky accident Herod’s mo- 
by the overturning of a Waggon, which put ther endan- 
l > . . 
aie; "P°” fo barbarous a practice; an eunuch being dif. 
patch’d away at the fame time alfo for the 


his mother in extreme danger of her life. lees 
apprehenfion of Herod, if they could but in- 
veigle him out of his palace. “But he had got 


This difafter made fuch an impteffion upon of a waggon. 
fuch intelligence already of the dcfign they 


Herod, partly out of a filial tendernefs for 
his mother, and in part for fear of being over- 
taken by the advantage of this ftop, that he 

had upon him, and the intercepting of his cor- 
re{pondence with his brother, that he went di- 
Herod accufes rectly to expoftulate the matter with Pacorus, 


had certainly caft himfelf upon the point of 

his own fword, if his friends about him had 
Pacorus. and the leading men of the Parthians, who 
gave him for anfwer, that they knew nothing 


not laid hold of him, and prevented it; for 
at all of the bufinefs, though in truth they 


this, they told him, would. have been the fa- 
crificing of his friends to the fury of his enc- 
mics; neither was it the part of a brave man 
to indulge his own particular to the damage 
were privy to the whole intrigue, They told | of the publick. He was, in fine, betwixt 
him, indeed, if he had any doubt of his bro-| force and fhame, brought to better reafon, and 
ther’s welfare, he could not do better than 
to go out of town with them to mect his Jet- 
ters upon the way, for fear of their falling 
into wrong hands; but having heard fo much 


thereupon betook himiclf immediately to the 
of his brother’s ill ufage, and being alfo con- 


care of his mother, by all manner of good of= 
fices that the placc and the time would bear, 
profecuting his journcy to the caftle of Mafla- 
da with all the fpeed he could; the Parthians 
firm’d in his fufpicion of the Parthians, by the 
opinion of Alcxandra, the daughter of Hyr- 
canus, @ woman of fingular prudence, and 
Mexandrs == Whofe daughter he was to marry, Herod go- 


prefling upon him in his paflagc, with whom 

he had many skirmithes, but always’ got the Herod hath 
governs Ele~ vern’d himfelf by her caution and advice, 
ted. whatever the reft faid to the contrary. Upon 


better. Nay, the very Jews were upon the © “ibe on 
purfuic of him too; and coming up with him the way, but 
when he was gotten a matter of threcfcore * comes off ftill. 
furlongs in his way from Jcrufalem, they for- 

this occafion the Parthians confulted together | mally attack’d him, but were beaten back, and 

what courfe to take, and gave themfelves time 

til next day to confider of it: for they did 

not think fit to venture an aflault upon fo great 

aman as Herod was, in the face of the fun ; 


put to the rout; and notwithftanding this hur- 

ry and confufion, the fight was managed on 

Herod’s part with all exaétnefs of order and 

difciplinc. When he came afterward to be 
but Herod refleéting upon the diftraétion they | king of Judea, he ercéted a famous Palace up= Merad builis 
Were in, with the certain knowledge he had | on that {pot of ground where he obtained this Herodinm in 
of the perfidious violence they had committed | victory, and buile a village near the place, ee 
upon his brother, (hones the Parthians told | which he called by the name of Herodium. y ? 
him it was all falfe,) and confequently the} Coming afterwards to Refa in Tdumea, he Jofeph meets 
def{perate hazard of {laying any longer among | was met by his brother Jofeph, and they two Herod at Re- 
thofe people, he bethought himfelf of giving laid their heads together, how they might cafe & 


* Threefcore furlongs made about feven miles and three quarters, Englif meafiare. . 
¢ theme~ 


themfelves of that vatt multitade of ufclefs and 
fupertluous people that they had in their train, 
aver and above their lifted trbops. The caitle 
of Metlada that they pitch’d upon for their 
retreat, Was too little for the whole body: 
So that they difmifs’d about nine thoufand of 
their people to provide the beit they could for 
themtelyes up and down in Idumca, with a 
viaticum for their entertainment, till they 
.. could find fome quarter to fettle in. As tor 
aia oe thofe that were fit for a¢tion, and his near _re- 
ard relations lations, Herod tock them along with him into 
into the cattle ghe caftle, where he difpos’d of the women and 
of Meilada. heir families to the number of about eight 
eae we hundred perfons; and_fo leaving them a com- 
Petra. petence of provition of bread-corn, water, and 
all other neceffarics, he haften’d away to Petra, 
the capital city of Arabia. : 
Terafilem By break of day the Parthians made fpoil 
betieged. of all that Herod had left in Jerufalem, as 
well in the city as the palace, faving only 
three hundred * talentsincafh, of Hyrcanus’s, 
which they left behind them untouch’d, and 
divers confiderable pieces of Herod’s too, be- 
fide what goods and treafure he had cranfport- 
ed before-hand into Idumea, to fecure them 
trom danger. And the Parthians were not 
>. . 
content neither with the wealth and plunder 
ot the city, without depopulating the country 
Maritace- alfo; befide the laying of Marifla, a place of 
molih’d. great riches and ftrength, in rubbifh. 
Antigonus ANTIGoNus being now put into the poffef- 
pstin pof- fion of the government by the king of Parthia, 
feffion of the Fivrcanus and Phafael were deliver’d up to him 
Epic eesand 19 bonds. But the efcape of the women was 
Pharsel deli- Yet a great difappointment to him; for the 
verdupto Parthians wereby contract to receive the wo- 
hi 


wun in bonds. men with the money. Hyrcanus being at this 
selene time a prifonet, Antigonus order’d both his 
b she crder Cars to be cut off, detigning by that maim to 
of Antigonus, puthim into a legal incapacity for the honour 
of the pontificate: Not knowing but that a 
popular faction fome time or other, in a freak, 
might otherwife reitore him to the government. 
Bur there was nothing greater in this cx- 
traordinary juncturc, than the generous mag- 
nanimity ot Phafael; who, when he found 
that he was certainly to dic, was not fo much 
troubled at the death itfelt, as at the reproach- 
ful circumftances of lying at the will and plea- 
fure ofan infulting enemy. Finding himfelf 
in this extremity, and his hands fo manacled, 
that there was no exccution to be done that 
Phafacl, in a Way, he beat out his brains againft a ftonc- 
generous in- wall; accounting it much more honourable 
dignation, ~~ tg act that violence upon himfelf, than to fuf- 
beatsout bls fr the fame thing by the hand of another. 
Bh DEES Some will have ic that the contufion was not 
mortal, and thar the furgeons appointed by 
Antigonus, under pretence of afhfting him, 
were in truth to difpatch him; and that they 
drefs’d the wound with poifons inftcad of 
proper remedies. He liv’d long enough how- 
ever, to underitand that his brother Ficrod was 
at that time fafe, and out of the hands of his 
adverfarics, which made his death welcome 
and caly tohim, inthe fatisfeétion of Icaving 
one behind him, that would avenge his blood 

upon the heads of his adverfarics, 
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Herop, afterall this, was fo far trom fink~ The great. 

ing, cither in his courage, or in his prefence "4 of He- 
of mind, though furrounded with almoft infu- 74's mind, 
perable misfortunes, that his refolution and his 
fenfe of things, {eemcd rather the ftronger and 
the fharper, tor the difficulties he had to en- 
counter. His firtt application was to Malchus Herod 
the king of Arabia, to borrow a fum of money pliec hie 
of him now in his diftrefs, either upon credit to Malchy, 
and confideration, or elfe upon the fcore of king of Ary 
humanity and bounty; not doubting of a fair > 
and friendly return trom a prince that was al- 
ready indebted to him for many fignal obliga~ 
tions. Now he had heard nothing as yer 
of the death of his brother; and his prefent 
bufinefs was to provide himfelf with three 
hundred talents for his immediate ranfom, 
taking a fon of Phafacl’s, of about feven years 
old, along with him, asa pawn to the Ara- 
bians for the fecurity of their monty. Upon 
this point of time, there came meflengers from 
Malchus with orders to Herod to depart the fHerod or 
country, for the Parthians were abfolucely a- der'd tode. 
gaintt the receiving ot him. His anfwer was, psrt the 
that he did not come to be cither a trouble or ouMty. 
a chargeto any body, but only to ercat about 
fome important affairs of his own. The coarfe- 
nefs of this ufage was look’d upon to be only 
a trick of fome of the great ones, to avoid she 
payment of a juft debt, and tocozen Herod of 
the treafure that Antipater had depofited in 
their hands. 

Herop, upon bethinking himfelf, found it 
his beft courfe to be gonc, how unfatisfy’d fo- 
ever with the indignitics they had put upon 
him: So away he went toward Egypt, taking Herod 

A ep aitee 2 goes 
a certain temple in his way, where he had lett away for E- 
fevcral of his company. He was told ncxt gypt. | 
day at Rhynocura of the death of his brother. 
Malchus was by this time become fenfible of 
his ingratitude, and haften’d all he could after 
Herod, to make him fome amends, but could 
not overtake him; for he was gone a great 
way before toward Pelufium; and when he 
came thither, the fhip that was bound for A- 
lexandria, would nortakehimin: Whereupon 
he addrefs’d himfelf to the magiftrates of the 
place, who, out of a reverence to the dignity 
of his former charaéter, conduéted him with 
great refpect into the city, where he was ge= 
neroufly entcrtaincd by Cleopatra, and not 
without carneft invitations to make a longer 
ftay there: But his heart was fo fet upon going : 
to Rome, that neither Cleopatra’s entreatics, Herod takes 

: : - . 7 a pamige for 

nor the difficulties of a winter voyage, nor the Roma 
gencral talk of troubles at that time in Italy, 
nor all this together, was fufficient to divert 
him from his purpofe. 

He went aboard, in finc, for Pamphylia, 
and after fo terrible a tempeft that the mariners 
were fore’d to caft their goods and baggage 
over-board, to fave their veflel; with much 
ado at laft he got fafe to Rhodes, where he 

: : Herod meets 
had the good hap to meet with Sappinas and Sappinas an 
Ptolemy. He found the town fo mifcrably Prolemy at 
harrafs’d by the war with Caffius, that he con=- Rhodes. 
tributed out of the fmall remainder of his for- 
tunc, more than in truth he coyld well fparc, 
toward the repair of the ruins. Herehe took 
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* Three hundred Jewith talents weighed thirry four choufind two hundred cightecn pounds nine ounces ; and 
their valuc in filver amounted to one hundred two thoufind fix hundred fifty fix pounds five fhillings; and in gold, 


to one million fix hundred forty two thoufand five hundred 


pounds FEnglifh money, 
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ne 
Romans. When this harangue had put the 


Herod gives 
Anthony his 
whole ftory- 


thipping, with his friends for Italy, taking 
Brandufium in his way, and from thence to 
Rome; where he was no fooner arriv’d, but 
he gave Anthony an account of all his adven- 
tures in Judea; the fcizure and the murder of 
his brother Phafael by the Parthians; Hyrca- 
nus at that time a prifoner, and a contract of a 
thoufand * talents, and five hundred women 
to be pick’d and chofen out of his own family, 
to be made good to the Parthians upon the ad- 
vancing of Antigonus to the government. As 
for the women, fays he to Anthony, I madea 
hard fhift to get them away by night out ofall 
danger for the prefent, into a place where they 
are lince befieged, and in hourly expectation of 
falling into the hands of the enemy. This is 
the truth of the mattcr ; and I have now bro- 
ken through all hardfhips and hazards, ‘both 
at fea and Jand, to lay the ftate of our affairs 
before you, and to implore your affiftance and 


fupport. 



















fenate in a heat, Anthony laid hold of the oc- 
cafion and gave his opinion, that confidering 
the ftate of the prefent war with the Parthi- 
ans, they could not do better than to conftitute 
Herod king of Judea; and the motion pafs’d 
the a withoutany oppolition. The ho- 


much the more valuable for being confer 


expectation, but likewife the method and 
meafure of ordinary practice; for the Romans 
did not ufe to beftow royal dignities but up-~ 
on_ the branches of royal families. Neither 
did his very ambition afpire to any thing more 
than to beg it for Alexander the brother of 
Mariamne; the nephew of Ariftobulus by the 
father’s fide, and of Hyrcanus by the mother’s 5 
whom he caufed afterward to be put to death, 
as Will be feen in its proper place, This great 
work was but feven days adoing, and Herod 
difpatch’d away out of Italy with his royal 
commiifion. : 

Upon the breaking up of the fenate, An- 
thony and Cefar took Herod out betwixt them, 





CH AP. XXVIL 


Eterod in great favour with Auguftus and An- 
thony ; chofen king of Fudea; and condudled 
by Anthony and Cefar to the capitol. Autigo- 

_ nus prefes hard upox Maffada. Ventidius 


who conducted him to the capitol, 
they were to-facrifice inform, and to depofite 
the decrees of the fenate. Anthony gratulated 
the new king upon his acceflion to his authority 


Herod cho- 

fen king of 

? : pany. ss Judea by the 

nour was illuftrious in itfelf; Herod’s obliga-ienate, with- 

tion to Anthony in the procuring of it, was out oppoti- 
7 >q tion, upon - 

; : tl tion 

upon him, not only beyond his hope and bE Alichony, 


accompany’d with the confuls and the fenators, Herod con~ ' 
where ducted by 
Anthony and 
Cefar to the 
capitol, 


' fqueczes money out of bit. 


HE fad ftory of Herod’s adventures gave 
Anthony a compaffionate tendernefs for 

him; and not without juft reflections ncither, 
how foonit might come to be his own cafe, 
-conlidcring the power and unfteadinefs of for- 
tune in raifing. up, and cafting down. He 
call’d to mind. alfo the good offices he had 
formerly receiv’d from Antipater, Herod’s fa~ 
ther, and the ancient friendfhip that had pafs’d 
betwixt them; not forgetting at the fame time 
the fum of moncy he was tohave, upon his ad- 
vancing Herod to be king, as he had before 
made him a T'etrarch. ‘This was all in He- 
rod’s favour; but the thing that ftruck the 

main ftroke at lait, was the averfion he had for 
Antigonus, whom he look’d upon as a bufy 
turbulent fpirit, and a profefs’d enemy to 

Rome: So that even out of fpite to Antigonus, 

he refolved to befriend Herod all he could. 

Auguftus and Auguttus alfo join’d his intereft wich Anthony 
Anthony are in the promoting of Herod’s pretenfion and re- 
foes queit 5 partly upon the feore of acknowledg- 

ends. 2 : - 

ment for former fervices, and partly for old 
acquaintance fake betwixt the two familics; 

for his father and Antipatcr bad been fellow- 

foldicrs in Egypt together, over and above 

the defire he had to gratify Anthony himfelf,; 

in the perfon of his friend. The matter was 

foon alter brought before the fenate, where 

Meffala and Atratenus prefented Herod with 

a fingular recommendation of him to their 

kindnefs and eftcem upon the account, both of 

his own, and of his father’s fervices and good 
affections to the ftate of Rome; reproaching 
Antigonus on the other fide, asa publick cne~- 

my, not only for pait mifdemeanours, but for 

his late acceptance of the government fromthe 

hands of the Parthians, in contempt of the 
























with a moft magnificent treat; upon the firft 
day of his reign, in the Olympiad one hundred 
eighty four, C. Domitius Calvinus, (now the 
fecond time) and C. Afinius Pollio, confuls. 
In this interim of Herod’s abfence, Anti- 


tle of Maflada, where they had plenty of all 


forts of provifions, fave only of water; which ted 


they wanted tofuch adegrec, that Jofeph with 
a party of two hundred choice men, had taken 


Antigonus 
reffes hard] 


gonus prefs’d hard upon his friends in the caf- upon Maffa- 


da in He- 
3 abfence 


a refolution to fally out of the town, and at-- 


tempt the forcing their way through the enc- 
my, to get to the Arabians; being well inform- 


ed that Malchus had heartily repented himfelf 


of the inhofpitality of his late behaviour to- 
ward Herod: But in this nick of time, there 
fell fo prodigiousa fhower of rain, that it fill’d 


a 


all their cifterns and receptacle, for water 5 and 


upon this fupply, they ftood to their defence, 
without any further thoughts of quitting the 
place. The wonderful providence of this: re= 
licf animated the befieged to that degrec, that 
not a day or a night pafs’d without a fuccefs- 
ful fally uponthe enemy. 

Wnurzte this was doing, Ventidius, a Roman 
gencral, drove the Parthians out of Syria, 
and went afterward into Judea, under pretence 
of a defign to help Jofeph, bur in truth to 
f{queeze money out of Antigonus; which he 
did abundantly upon drawing his troops to« 
ward Jerufalem: And having gain’d his point, 
he carry’d the greater part of them off again; 
leaving only a fmall remainder under the com= 
mand of Silo, tor the better colour of the 
cheat; for Antigonus was forced to come to 
a compolition with him too, for fear he might 
be troublefome before the arrival of the Par- 
thians, who he expeéted to come up to his 
fuccour. , 


tree ee ernest nae ean rarer en ea ee At EAA eT CO AP LE 


t Sec note at the beginning of chap. xxiv, of this book.. 
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CHAP. NSVU, 

Hered aarches toward tatizenus. Silo aad Fen~ 
thiius afift Herod, Stlo a penftoner to .Autigo- 
nus. Eerod warches tacard Joppa s repcites Ot 
fo, takes Foppa,and relieves Niaffada, He takes 
Rex, and marckes toward ferufalent Au 
ad of grace offer’d. Herod _reproach’d for bis 
finiy. The soldiers niutinys Herod quiets 
thers, and marches toGericho, Lhe Ronians 
gifte the city. Herod fends Fofeph into Idu- 

i The revbers featter’d, and Galilee re- 


Filet. ‘ 
ducd. Pkeroras repairs dlexandrian. Silo 


doins Hered. Execution done upon the thieves. 
“ds old wan kills binifelf, bis wife and his chil- 
dvei, vather thas accept of aimnefy. Ptolemy 
Las the government , and Herod marches for Sa- 
aiaria. ke death of Ptolemy. The Parthi- 
ans overthrown. Te Cruelty of Mackeras to 
the Jews. Herod offended at it. He leaves the 
arniy to his brother Fofeph, and repairs to -An- 
thony before Samofata; who receives kim very 
boacuradly. Antigonus grves up the place. An- 
thoy leaves bis army toSofius, and goes for E- 
Eipt. Fofepb cut to pieces, Adacheras forti- 
tifes Gath. Galilee revolts. Hered’s forebo- 
diag dreams. He is preferv’d at Gericho by a 
firauge providence. He defeats Pappus. His 
(fivprize in the bath. He lays fiege to Ferttfa- 


beiit. 





ER OD was now come back again out 

of Italy as far as Prolemais, with a conhi- 
derable body both of auxiliaries and of hisown 
pecple, and was upon his march by the way 
ot Galilee toward Antigonus. Silo and Ven- 
tidius had orders brought them alfo from An- 
is ae thony by Gellius, to ailut Herodin the taking 

* chi ue. pofieifion of his kingdom. But fo it fell out, 
ae that Wenridius was at that time taken up in 
quieting the tumults, that an incurfion of the 
Parthians had raifed in feveral of the cities: 
But Silo was in Judea, and a penfioner to An- 
“tigonus. Herod’s army gather’d however 
ad daily, and encreafed mightily upon the march. 
Gulilee for Galilee was in a manner wholly forhim. The 
nee thing he was the moft intent upon in the firit 
place, was the raifing of the ficge of Maflada, 
co fet his friends and relations.at liberty, that 
were coop’d up there. Burt Joppa was ablock 
in his way, and would be fuch a check upon 
him in hisadvance to Jerufalem, that there was 
no jeaving fo ttrong a place behind him. Silo 
upon this, march’d off; and the Jews plying 
him clefe in che rear, Herod charged in upon 
them with a fmall party; routcd them, and 
broughe off Silo, when he was juft falling in- 
to their hands. Herod, after this made him- 
iclt mafter of Joppa, and fo immediately went 
away to the relicf of his friends in Matlada, 
vhere the people came over to him in abun- 
dance 3 fonie for his tather’s fake, others 
for his owns fome again out of a fenfe of the 
«iligations they had to both; but the genc- 
rlicy, out of the hope they had to ingratiate 
Umiclyes with che new king. Antigonus, in 
the mean time, laid feveral ambufhes and traps 
for him in his way, though wich little effect; 
for Herod, fo foon as ever he had rais’d the 
ficzre of Maflada, relieved his friends, and 
tubinge the caftle of Refa, he advanced dircét- 
Jytoward Jerufalem with Silo’s troops, and a 
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his power to attend him. He encamped with 

his army upon the weft quartcr of the town, 

Where the defendants gull’d him all that was 

pothble with arrows, darts and ftrong fallics: 

Herod, in the mean while making proclama- 

tion in form, by his herald from place to place 

round the walls of the town, thar he had no 

other end in that enterprize than the publick 

good and the welfare of the city; nay, that 

he was fo tar from contriving, or deligning 

them any mifchicf, thar he was ready to grant 

them an indemnity and oblivion, without ex- An aé of 
ception toany perion whatfoever, let the crime ghce- 

or indignity have been never fo fpiceful and 
notorious. Antigonus made anfwer, addref- MMerod re- 
fing himfelf ro Silo and che Roman foldiers, proach’d for 
that it was a very unjuft, and an unreafonable no 








thing to pretend the fetting of Herod upon 
the throne 3 a private man, and an Idumean : 
That is to fay, but halfa Jew necither; which 
Was a practice directly againft the law and 
right of fucceffion that was cuftomary among 
them. If they took any offence ar his receiv 
ing the crown from the hands of the Par- 
thians 5 and forthat reafon thought fit to de- 
pofe him trom the dignity, thcre were others, 
he told them, of the royal and facerdotal line, 
and perfons who had deferved every joras well 
trom the Romans, and had as fair a title to 
the government; and it would be grear ini- 
quity to deprive theniof it, This conteft be- 
twixt Herod and Antigonus grew fo hot, that 
they came at laft to opprobrious language ; in- 
fomuch that Antigonus commanded his men 
to force the enemy off from the walls; and 
they ply’d them fo hard with their darts and- 
arrows, that they were obliged to retire. It 
was no longer any doubt after this, but that 
Silo was corrupted ; for he had fo tamper’d 
divers of his familiar acquaintance among the 
foldiers, that they broke ouc into clamours, 
for the moncys and provilions ; and into out~ 
crics tor more commodious winter-quartcrs + 
For Antigonus, they faid, had made fuch ha- 
vock upund down tn che country thereabouts, 
that there was no living upon it. This muti- 
nous cxtravagance put the army into fuch a The foldicrs 
dittemper, that the foldicrs were ready to lay ina dirett 
down their arms andbe gone; but Herod, on muuny. 
the other hand, made ule of the authority of 
Cefar, Anthony, and the fenate, by whofe 
commiffion he was now come thither, and en- 
courag’d both Silo’s officers and foldicrs to 
ftand their ground, and maintain their ftation ; 
and todepend upon him, that they fhould want 
nothing that they themiclyes could defire for 
their entertainment and fatisfaétion. Imme- 
diately upon this, he fent out his commiffarics 
te provide them all neceflarics, and left Silo tered quiets 
no farther pretence of murinur or complaint 3 them, aX 
for they were prefently fupply’d with va fap a 
quantitics of provifions beyond imagination: Sf orovilious 
Herod having order’d his tricnds at Samaria” *: 
to lay up ftores of corn, wine, oil, cattle and 
all other neceflarics at Jericho, and from 
thence to fupply the army. Antigonus took 
the matter right, and prefently difpatch’d away 
parties up and down the ficlds and the pafies, 
to way-lay and intercept the foragers; who, 
according to their orders, difpos’d of their 
detachments about Jericho, and the crags of 
the mountains, where they were very careful 
to watch the convoys. Herod, on the other 
fide, was as careful on his part; and wirh cen 
cou 
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companies, one half Romans, the other Jews ; him with the auxiliary troops of the Parthians 

together with a body of mercenaries, and fome |buc fill to affift Herod in the firft place, if 
Herod few troops of horfe, he marched ftrait forward ; there fhould be occafion. Herod, however 
marches to to Jericho, where he found the town aban- fent away Silo and his people to Ventidius, 
ericho, don’d; and five hundred of the inhabitants, |and marched himfelf againft the free-booters 
ee with their familics, ficd to ithe mountains, | that lay lurking in their hiding-holes up and 
town aban- Which he took and difcharg’d again. ‘The down the hills. The rocks were fo ftecp and 

Romans rified the city; and the booty, in| craggy, and the pafiages fo ftrait, that it was 


don’d. . 
The city ri- moncy, jewels, and other precious goods and almof impoffible to come at them; and thefe 
caves ferv’d them and thcir families, both for 


es furniture, amounted to an ineftimable value. 
The king left a garifon in the place, and rc- their retreat and their habitations. ‘The king, 
turned back again; afligning his army their | upon the view of the place, finding that there 
was no good to be done by fecaling from be- 


quarters in his new conquefts, as Idumca, Ga- 

lilee, and Samaria; Antigonus prevailing alfo | low, or by creeping or ftcaling down upon them 

with Silo, by the force of money, that part | trom above, made ufe of this invention: He 

of the Roman amy might be quarter’d in} caufed feveral chefts to be fram’d, and fo let Herod's ii~ 
them down by amachinc, with iron chains,from vention to | 


Lydda, which wac done to make a friend of 
Anthony; fo that thé Romans were now at] the top of the hills, and thefe cafes to be fill’d aay the ee 
cts out 0! 


. cafe, and in both peace and plenty. with foldiers, lances, darts, hooks, and other jycir holes: 
Herod fends - Bur Herod, who could not endure to be} arms, either by attack to deftroy them in their 
Jofeph into idle, fent away at this time his brother Jofeph| dens; or to draw them out, and caft them down 
eS ae into Idumea, with a thoufand foot, and four} headlong, as the cafe fhould require. ‘This 
ee umaria, Hundred horfe, and went himfelf to Samaria, | was a bold and almoft a defperate expcriment 
where he provided for his mother, and the| confidering the hortid depth of the precipice; 
reft of his kindred that he brought from Maf-/ befide that they were viciualled and provided 
fada, and fo marched for Galilee to take in in their cells with all manner of neceflarics. 
fome garifons, which were then in the poffcf-) Onc of thefe boxes being let down juft upon 
fion of Antigonus. Coming up to Sephoris in| the entrance into a cavern, and not a man of 
a decp fnow, he found the place wholly aban- | them daring to fhew his head out of the vaule 
don’d, and provifions in it of all forts, and in | a foldier ftarted up with his fword and buck- 
great plenty. ‘The country thereabouts, not ler, and catching hold with both hands of 
tar from Arbela, being vexatioufly infefted | the chain that upheld the coffer, he flipt down 
with robbers, that from the faftnefles of the | into the cavity of the rock, ont of an impa- 
mountains terribly annoyed the neighbourhood, | tience to wait any longer for their coming out: 

° Herod commanded ont a fquadron of Korfe, | In one of thefe recefics he killed feveral with Execution 
and three companies of foot, to refttain thcir | his darts, and pluck’d others out with his done upon 
infolencies, and prevent them from committing } hooks, whcre he met with any refiftance, and Shs enue: 
depredations. Some forty days after this de~ | threw them down the cliffs ; fome at a far- 
tachment, he march’d againft them with his | ther diftance he difpatch’d with his launce, and 
whole army; whereupon they drew out, and | then betook himfelf to his cheft again. "The 
made fo brave a charge upon him, that He- | cries of the wounded frighted the reft to the 
rod’s left wing gave way; till upon a victo- | laft degree of defperation; but night coining 
rious reinforcement, with Herod himfelf at | on, put a ftop to the execution. The king ia ° 
the head of it, he brought his own men on | the mean while having offer’d an indeinnity to An aé of 

The robbers again, who put their adverfaries to a toral rout, | all that would lay down their arms. and come &'a¢¢ oser’d, 
routed, and purfuing the victory as far as the river Jordan. | into him, they fubmitted in great numbers, and Which brings 
ies re- "Phis overthrow brought all Galilee over to }laid hold of that act of grace. , oe 
nee Herod in time, faving only thofe that fhelter’d On the day following they plied the attack a 
themfelves in the recefles of the mountains. |in the fame manner as before; only thcir bo- 
The work being now over, Herod order’d the ‘ 


dies weré more cxpos’d, and Ir 
: te # : ’ putting fite to 
common foldicrs a hundred * and fifty drach- | the combuftible matter they had in the caves, 
ma’s aman for a reward, and the officcrs more 


1 : < they fet all ina flame, and imother’d their ad- 
in proportion; and aiter this donative they | vefaries in their holes. ‘There was among the An old man 
were all difmifs’d to their winter ftations. 


: 2 rcft an old man, with his wife and feven fons, Kills himtelf, 
Silo, and his officers, that had been hitherto 


begging leave of him in that hopelefs cxtrc~ /'8 “ie, and 
quarter’d upon Antigonus, gave Herod to un- |} mity, to deliver up themfelves to the encmy. face a 

deritand, that he did not only refufe to allow eee 

‘ them morc than one month’s entertainment, but 


The man planting bimfelf at the mouth of the than.accept of 
fent likewife up and down to the neighbours 


cavern, ftabbed them one alter another, every 
creature of them as they attempted to pafs by 
every where thereabouts, to be gone with what [him, and the woman latt of all; cafling their 
they had up to the mountains, and to clear | bodics down the precipice, and himfelf after 
the country of all manner of neceflarics for] them, chufing rather to lofe his life than his 
life, to ftarve the Romans out of their quar- | liberty, but not without feandalous reflections 
ce pro~ ters 5 but Herod prevented this mitchict, by | upon Herod for the meanncfs of his extraétion, 
army, and ree committing the charge of providing for the though this prince ar the fame time gave him 
pinto Alex. army to his younger brothcr Pheroras, with | all the aflurances of clemency and mercy that 
andvion. orders alfo to repair the fort of Aicxandrion, | could be given by figns and geftnres ata dif- 
tance, if he would but have accepted of the 


which lay then in ruins 5,in both which com- 

miflions he acquitted himfelf efleétually, and | pardon. ‘This was the end, in fhort, of this The cid of 

much to his reputation. war betwixt Herod and thefe free-booters, the war with 
Anhony ore. ANTHONY Was now at Athens, and Venti- Tris adventure being now over, and the the Iree- 
ne i dius in Syria, where he order’d Silo to Join ‘government of that quarter given to Prolemy, panier: 
Mi levod, : - 


* A hundred and fifty drachma’s amounted to about four pounds, one shilling, and four pence, of our money, 
Herod 
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» Herod marched away with fix hundred horte, 


‘defiga tu bring Antigonus to a decifive battle 5 
but Prolemy’s command prov’d tatal; for he 
was f=t upon and tlain by a party of thofe pco- 
ple that had rormerly put Galilee in diforder. 
"Upon the committing of this outrage, they 
’ betook themtelves to the bogs, crags, and other 
places’ of difficule accets tor refuge, and trom 
thence they robb’d and ravag’d the whole 
country, as they faw cheir opportunity; but 
Herod, at his coming back, made them pay 
dear for their purchafe; for feme he kill’d, 
and others he forced out of their trong holds, 
and put to the torcute; demolifhing all their 
caitles and fortifications ; and when he had 
Tit his hands of the mott confiderable of his 
exemics, he {et a fine of a hundred * talents 
upon the citics that were fufpected to favour 
them. 
THe Parthians having by this time received 
a great overthrow, with the lofs of their king 
Pacorus in the battle, Ventidius, according to 
his inttructions and orders from Anthony, fent 
away Muacheris to Herod, with an entorce- 
ment of two legions, and a thoufand horfe; 
Who having becn invited by Antigonus, and 
corrupted with money, was abfolutely for go- 
ing to him, under a pretext of giving intelli- 
genet, and making difcoveries, notwithftand- 
ing that Herod was utterly againft it, and fo 
he went his way; but finding upon his ap- 
proach, that Antigonus was fo far trom truit- 
ing him, or admitting him, that he order’d 
his people to keep him off with flings and 
darts, this gave him fufficiently to underftand 
that Herod wasin the right when he diffuaded 
him, and he himfelf in a great miftake tor not 
complying with his advice. Hereupon he re- 
turned to the city Emmaus, in a furious rage, 
th putting all the Jews to the fword that he found 


Dey 


Hees in the way, without diftinétion of cither friend } 


“Sor foc. Herod was fo irritated at this barba- 
rous way of proceeding, that he went prefently 
to Samaria, with a rcfolution to inform An- 
thony of this outrage, and give him to under- 


fo and three thoufand toot, into Samaria, with a | ; r 
i both for their conduét and protection ; fo that 


been no coming at him, if Herod had not put 
hintelf at the head of them, and undertaken 


they profecuted their march, and when they 
were advanced within two days journey of Sa- 





mofata, they fell into an ambuth of the enc- Severs or 
mics horfe that lay clofe behind the buthes, eounter be 


upon the entrance into the campaign, to pre- 
vent any fuccours from going that way to An- 
thony. They fuffer’d the front to pafs for- 
ward on to the plain, without either difcovery 
Or interruption; but upon Herod’s coming up 
with the rear, they fell furioufly upon him 
With a matter of five hundred horfe, and broke 
through the firft rank; but the king preiling 
Violently upon them with his guards, beat them 
from their ground, rallied his own featrer’d 
trocps, and follow’d the execution till he 
made himfelf matter of the booty they had 
taken, in prifoners, horfes, mules, carriages, 
and all the baggage, which was very confider- 
able, and this being done, Herod continued 
his journcy to Anthony; but not without other 
encounters upon the way with troops of bar- 
barians that fallicd out of the woods and 
thickets upon him in his further progrefs; but 
ftill defeating and cutting them to pieccs upon 
every attempt, till in the end the way was fafe 
and open to him, without any difficulty or ha- 
zard, his people adoring him as their protec- 
tor and preferver. 


the way. 


Antuony having heard of his exploits up- Anthony re- 
on the barbarians, and how bravely he had ceives :4-rod 


acquitted himfelf upon feveral other occalions, 
fent out the flower of his troops to reccive 
him upon his approach to the town, with a 
honour and refpeét imaginable, both for his 
perfon and his ferviccs, embracing him upon 
his arrival with infinite joy, affection, and 
efteem, celebrating and admiring him tor his 
virtuc ; and, in finc, treating him with a dig- 
nity anfwerable to the royal charaéter that he 
himfelf had conferred upon him. 
time after this Antigonus deliver’d up the place 
and in fo doing put an end to the war, An- 


with inieaie 
honour and 
i refpect. 


In a fhore Antigonus 
delivers up 
Samofata. 


thony gave the government of the province, Anthony 


and the command of the army to Sofius, with leaves his ar- 
orders to affift Herod upon all occafions, and my cosets 
fo went himfelf into Egypt. Sofius hercupon fair weypr 
fent away two Iegions with the king towar 


ttand that he was in condition good enough 
himfelf to deal with Antigonus, without need 
of any fuch affiftants as did more mifchicf to 
their own party than to thocnemy. As he 





It. 
He levee 


stl 


commu. ot 


the ariny to 
his brother 


was going forward upon this defign, Machcras 
potted atrer him, and overtook him upon the 
way, prefling him carneftly cither to puta ftop 
to his journey, or at Ieaft to leave Jofeph his 
brother behind, for them two to carry on the 
war together againit Antigonus. Herod upon 


“a his importunity granted him his requeft, and 


turgave what was patt, leaving the army under 

the command of Jofeph, with exprefs orders 
© hot to run any unneceflary hazard, nor to enter 
into any mifunderitanding with Macheras. 

Marrers being thus fettled, he marched 


Joreph, and @Way immediately with an auxiliary body of 


repairs toA 


n- horfe and foot to join Anthony, who was at 


Judea, for the guard of his perfon, and marched 
after them himfelf with the reft of his army. 
Wutte thefe things were doing, Jofeph, in 
the abfence of his brother, was flain in Judea, 
for want of obferving Herod’s order when he 
went to Anthony. He march’d out toward 
Jericho with his own troops, and five compa- 
nies belonging to Machcras, with a delign to 
get in the harveft, and he encamped upon the 
mountains, Now the Romans with him be- 
ing but raw and undifciplin’d foldicrs, and the 
greater part of them only new rais’d men out 
of Syria, the enemy poole advantage both of 
the place where he was pofted, and the incx- 


ee a thac time before Samofata, upon the river Eu-| perience of the men they had to do withab; fo 
Samofita,  Phrates. At his coming to Antioch, he found | that falling upon them, they furpriz’d and 


great numbers of people that would tain have 
gene over to Anthony, if they could have got 
to him; but the ways were fo befet with troops 
of bloody barbarians, that there would have 


AT Ee yr pS PSs 


A hundred talent. weighed eleven thoufand four hundred and fix pounds, three ounces; and their value in 


moe 


routed them; entirely deftroying 1ix compa- 
nics, and cutting Jofeph to picccs, fighting 
mantully at the head éfthem, Antigonus be= 
ing matter of the field, and finding Jofeph 





filver amounted to thirty four thonfand two hundred and eighteen pounds, fifteen fhillings, and in gold to five hun- 


ured forty feven thoufind five hundred pounds, 


Lenglith money, 


among 


pre” 
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among the dead bodies, caufed his head to 
be cut off, and his brother Pheroras redeem’d 
ic at * fifty talents. This rout was follow’d 
with the revole of Galilee, and with drown- 
ing as many of Herod’s fricnds as they could 
Jay hold of in the lake ;_befide divers feditious 
commotions in Judca; Macheras in the mean 
while fortifying the caftle of Gath. 

Tue fad ftory of thefe calamities, onc im- 
mediately in the neck of another, was brought 
to Herod at a place call’d Daphne, the fub- 
urbs of Antioch; and it was the lefs furprizing 
to him for fome foreboding dreams he had a 
little before, which manifeftly pointed at the 
death of his brother. He went from thence 
in all hafte for Mount Libanus, and taking 
eight hundred men of the place along wich 
him, and a Roman legion, he advanced to 
Ptolemais; and fo pafling forward by. night 
through the country of Galilee, he was fet 
upon by the way, but beat the enemy back in- 
to the caftle they came out of the day before ; 
immediately invefting the place, and difpofing 
his troops early next morning for an attack; 
but there happened to fall juft then fo violent 
a tempeft, that he was fore’d to draw off into 
fome of the neighbouring villages for fhelter. 
Juft after this came another legion to Herod 
trom Anthony, which enforcement put the 
garifon in fuch a fright, that they quitred the 
place, and ftole away in the dark of the night, 
Herod thought the time Jong till he had a- 
venged the blood of his brother, and fo made 
all the hafte he could to Jericho, where he 
treated with great magnificence all the princes 
of the place upon his arrival. When fupper 
was juft over, and the company gone, Herod 
retir’d into his own apartment, without leav- 
ing fo much as one perfon in the eating-room. 
So foon as ever the place was empty, the roof 
fell flat to the ground into the parlour, with- 
out any farther mifchief, which was look’d 
upon as a fingular providence that watched 
over Herod in the delivery of him from fo 
eminent a danger. 

Tue enemy falling down from the moun- 
tains next day upon the Romans, with a body 
of fix thoufand men, put them into a down- 
right confternation ; beating back the forlorn, 
and over-running all before them, even to the 
wounding of Herod himfelf, in the fide, with 
an arrow. Antigonus, at this time, out of an 
oftentation as if he had men to fpare, fent Pap- 
pus away to Samaria with fome troops under 
his command; and while he and Macheras 
were deligning upon one another, Herod got 
poffeflion of five towns, put two thonfand men 
to the fword that were there in garifon, and 
leaving them all in afhes, went back to look 
after rane who was then encamped at a 
place called Ifanas, where he was join’d with 
great numbers that came over to him from Jc- 
richo and Judea; but Herod perceiving that 
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city. 
Herod having order’d his foldicrs to go to fup~ 
per, retired into his chamber to reficfh him- 
felf after the fatigue of the battle ; arid upon 
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S, 37k 
the enemy had the heart yet to pufh it to a Pe pesatss 
battle, put it immediately upon that ifliic, and (i), °F 


gave them a total rour, doing execution upon 
them, in revenge of his brother’s death, in the 
very town they fied to for fanétuary. 
houfes were prefently crowded with foldicrs 
from top to bottom, fome in one place, tome 
in another; but upon taking off the roots, whac 


The 


with ftones and other weapons fram above, 
they were all laid open to ani univerfal flangh- 


ter; and after all this, the moft difmal and 
horrid part of the fpeétacle, was the piles of 
the dead bodies that lay in heaps up and down 
in the chambers, which was the only thing 
that funk their hearts into a defpair beyond all 
recovery. 


Tue miferable remainder of their brokcn 


troops fled in fuch diforder, and in fuch fhoals, 
that if it had not been for a violent hurricane 
at that very time, the victors had march’d di- 
reCtly up to Jerufalcm in thar heat, and put 
an end to the war ; for Antigonus was already 


upon the point of refolving to abandon the 
It was now late in the cvening, and 


this occafion he had a fecond deliverance, no 


lefs providential than the former; for as he 


was there in the bath, ftark-naked, and only Herod fur- 
one fervant to attend him, out ftartcd three prized in the 
foldicrs with drawn {words in thcir hands, and 52“ 
crofling the room in hafte, rufh’d out at the 

door. Now thefe were people who had hid 
themfelvcs in the houfe, it fecms, for fear of 

the enemy in the heat of the outrage, and fo 

fcamper’d away in a fright to fave themfelves, 

without ever dreaming of any violcnce upon 

the king, whom they might eafily have de- 

ftroy’d. The body of Pappus being found Fhe blood of 
among the flain, Herod the next day order’d Pappas. that 
his head to be ftruck off, and fo fent it to Phe- Poe ae 
roras, as a kind of confolitary revenge for his feph’s bro- 
brother Jofeph, whom Pappus put to death ther. 

with his own hand. — 

So foon as the confufion of this hurry was Herod’ lays 
over, Herod march’d away with his army, and fiese t Jere 
encamped near Jerufalcm, taking up his quar~ aaee 
ter upon the temple-fide of the town, as Pom~ 
pey had donc long bcfore him, and as the 
place that lay faireft for an attack, When he 
had gotten his pioncers, and all neceflary ma- 
terials about him, and given his orders for the 
cafting up of three trenches and bulwarks about 
the place, and the erecting of fuch and fuch 
towers, away he werit himfclf to Samaria to 
confummate his marriage with Mariamne, the 
daughter of Alexander, and the grandchild 
of Ariftobulus, who had been for fome time 
contraéted, as we have faid before, leaving 
officers bchind him in his abfence to carry on 


the fiege. 


ger SN csinsenaemcsmiH 
* Fity Jewith talents weighed five thonfand feven hundred and three pounds, one ounce, and ten pennyweightss 


and their value in filver amounted to feventeen thontind one hundred and nine pounds, feven fhillings, and fix pence, 
and in gold to two hundred feventy three thoufind feven hundred and fifty pounds, Englifh moncy. . 
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walls; for they were now in the fubbatical 
CHAP. NSVUL Vear, when it was not lawful for them to till 


Sisas wad Hered generals at Ferujalen. The 
“caty aad feaiple taxen, terth a bleoty execusion. 
The ssodevatien of Herod. The abjed fucitty- 
fron of wAntizenus. Hered brings hii in Chis. 
“Ld wistiny in the army. The tender ne/s of He- 
rod. Antigonus carried in his fetters to Autro- 
ry, welo crders bim to be put to death, The 


end of the Afimeénean famtly. 

HEWN the marriage-folemnity was over, 

V Sofius fent away his troops betore him, 
being a contiderable body of horfe and foot, 
and foon alter follow’d them himfelf by the 
wav ef Phenicia. The king returned alfo from 
Samaria, with an enforcement of about thirty 
thoufand men; which being join’d, the whole 
army drew together toward the walls upon 
the norch quarter of the town, to the number 
ot cleven Isgions of foot, and fix thoufand 
horfe, over and above the auxiliaries they 
brought from Syria. The two generals were 
- Sofius and Herod; the former employ’d by 


_-;. Antheny, asin affittant, the other acting upon 


his own account, in a profpeét of fertling him- 
{elf in poffifion of the kingdom that the fe- 
nate had given him upon the overthrow of An- 
tigenus, the profefs’d enemy otf Rome. 

Tre Jews within were bold and numcrous ; 
for the whole nation of them in effect was 
gotten into the town, where they made a very 
obttinate defence; animating their companions 
vwith cmphatical outcries of THE TEMPLE OF 
THE LORD, THE TEMPLE OF THE LORD, 
ftill at every turn, by way of exulcation;, and 
fuch prefaSes of victory by God’s bleffing upon 
their caufe, as feemed prophetically to toretel 
theirdeliverance. Neither were they wanting 
all this while in their endeavours, by frequent 
excurtions, and ravaging the country, to ttrait- 
en and dittrefs the befiegers; for they {wept it 
{> bare, that there was hardly any thing left 
tor man or beaft to live upon. But Herod 
quickly put a ftop to this inconvenience, partly 
by the ambufhes he laid up and down to cn- 
trap the pillagers, and partly by the commil- 
faries and convoys he employ’d far and near, 
tor the fupply of the camp, The feafon was 
fo fair and favourable, and fo many hands at 
work, that the pioncers had by this time fi- 
nith'd the approaches, and the befiegers were 
now advanced to the battery, leaving nothing 
unattempted for the gaining of thcir point. 
The belicged, on the other hand, made a ftout 
refiltance ; oppofing itratagem to ftratagem, and 
by one invention difappointing another. They 
made a great many detperate fallies, and fet 
Hire to divers of the enemy’s works, as well 
thofe that were perfected, as thofe chat were 
only begun ; and their courage, when they came 
to handvettrokes, was nothing inferior to chat 
ef the Romans, though in the matter of mi- 
litary knowledge and experience, the Romans 
in trath had che advantage of them. — As fait 
se ong Wall was thrown down, the defendants 
fupplicd ic with a retrenchment that ferv’d for 
anther. They counterwrought mine againft 
mine, andmer, and fought many times under 
ground in the very work; ftanding it out to 
the Jatt, their very defperation doing the ol- 
fice of valour. ‘This was their bravery, in de- 
fiance of a formidable enemy before the town, 
and a flarving want of neceflarics within the 
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the ground. Upon the torticth day atter break- 
ing ground, twenty brave tellows mounted the 
hrit wall; and after them a centurion belong- 
ing to Sofius. ‘The fecond wall was taken fit- 
tecn days alter, and fevcral gallerics about 
the temple fet a fire, which Herod invidioutly 
imputcd to Antigonus, to make him odious to 
the people, Upon taking the ont quarter of 
the temple, and the lower town, the Jews be- 
took themielvcs into the middle of the onc, 
and the upper pare of the other; and for fear 
the Romans thould interrupt them in their 
daily prayers and facrifices, they defircd leave 
of Herod by their ambafladors, only to bring 
in fo many beafts as fhould be ncceflary for 
that fervice. Herod readily granted their re- 
queit, in hope it might work fome good upon 
them; but finding his miftake, and that they 
Were more and more violent for Antigonus, he 
tell on immediately with his whole ftrength, 
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and took the city by affaule. The Romans The city and 
were fo exulperated at the oppofition and the temple taken, 


delay, and the Hercdian Jews alfo fo embit- 
ter’d againit thofe of the other party, that they 


put all to the {word without mercy, as well A bloody cs- 
in the itreets as in the houfes, and without ¢cution. 


{paring age or fex; nay, the very temple itfelf 
was no longer a fanctuary to thofe that fled 
into it; never fo difmal a fpectacle for blood 
and flaugheer; and the foldiers were tranfport~ 
ed betwixt fury and revenge, to fuch a degree 
of implacable inhumanity, that though the 


king himfeif did all he could by his authori- The moder: 
ty and earneit entreatics to put a ftop to the ttonof Herod, 


butchery, there was not a man who regarded 
or obeycd him. 


In this extremity Antigonus came down The abject 
from the tower, and (bclow the dignity of fubmifiion of 
his late character) caft himfelf at the feet of Antigonus. 


Sofius, who was fo far from pitying him, that 
inftead of Antigonus, ke faluted him by the 
name of Antigona, and made a woman of him, 
in contempt of fo effeminate a fpiric. But he 
did not treat him afterwards like a woman; 


for he was put in chains, and fecur’d under fyerod brings 


the cultody of a guard. 

Bur Herod’s work was not yet done nei- 
ther; for he was as hard put to it afterward 
to keep his own party in order, as he had been 
already to gain a victory over his ¢nemies. 


him in chains. 


His mercenaries, in finc, prefs’d fo eagerly The army 
forward in troops and throngs ta pry into the mutinous. 


temple, and the very fanétuary itfelf, that all 
Hcrod could do by his authority, fair words, 
threatenings, and force itfelf, was litele cnough 
to reftrain thems and, in truth, his fuccefs 
would have been worfe than a defeat to him, 
it he fhould have fuffer’d the expofing of che 
facred and incommunicable myftcries of reli- 
gion, to the pragmatical curiolity of the pro- 
phane multitude, 


He kept off the foldiers Phe tender- 


alfo trom pillaging, all he could too, by reas nefiof Llerod- 


foning and expoftulating the matter with So- 
fius, laying ic before him, that if they went on 
killing and dettroying in fo furious a manner, 
the Romans would find him the king of a de= 
fart, rather than of a people; and telling him 
that if che whole world were oller’d him up- 
on thofe terms, he would not purchafe it at 
the price of fo much blood. Sofius made an- 
(wer, that ic was a thing of courfe, juttice, 
and common practice, upon the taking of a 

place 
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place by affaulr, to allow the foldiers the 
advantage of the booty. Herod told him on 
the other fide, that as to what concern’d the 
foldiers, he would compound himfelf for the 
plunder, and gratify them upon his own account 
abundantly to their fatisfaction, which he did 
accordingly; for he was in every point as 
good as his word. He was, in fhort, fo ge- 
nerous to the common foldiers, fo bountiful in 
proportion to the officers, and fo magnificent 
in his prefents and acknowledgments to So- 
fius, that the.city was redecm’d , and all par- 
ties, in the conclufion, very well rewarded. 

Turs happen’d in the confulate of Marcus 
Agrippa, and Canidius Gallus, Olympiad 185. 
in the third month, and upon the day of a 
folemn faft, being the very anniverfary of their 
dettruétion by Pompey; tor the city was taken 
upon the very day of the taking it * feven and 
twenty years before. 

Sostus, upon this, dedicated unto God a 
golden crown, and fo went his way from Je- 
rufalem, taking Antigonus his prifoner along 
with him in bonds to Anthony. Herod had a 
that perhaps Anthony 
would not take away his life, and that in cafe 
of. his appearing at Rome, and putting in his 
claim to the government before the fenatc, 
Antigonus being of the royal blood, and him- 


felf but a Plebeian, he did not know what 
the iffuc of it might be. Antigonus, he thought, 
might fuggeft, that though for his own part, 
he could not pretend to the dignity, having 
becn in arms againft the Romans; and though 
his own guilt might be taken for a fufficiene 
forteiture as to himfelf, he might be yer in 
hope, that they would not punifh his innocent 
fons tor the guilty father’s fake, but admit him 
into the fucceflion. Herod found himielf very 
uneafy under this profpeét and apprehcnfion, 
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and iV’ i i 
a Pree d with Anthony, for a mighty Anthony or- 
moncy privately, to have Antigonus ders Antigo- 


difpatch’d out of the way, and that being donc, P's, te be put 
Cath. 


° 


Herod’s heart was at reft. 


‘Tuus ended the reign of the Afmoncan fa- The end of 
mily, after a hundred and twenty fix years the Afmonean 


pofletiion of the government, a family illuf- fmily- 


trious in itfelf for the long continuance of the 
facerdotal fucceffion in it; and no leis famous 
for the fignal fervices they and their ancef- 
tors had from time to time render’d to the 
publick ; but it was diverted at laft by an in- 
téftine broil, as we have it upon tradition, 
from our forefathers; and the adminiftration 
was transfer’d to Herod, the fon of Antipater, 
a perfon of a Plebeian extraction, and a private 
fubject. 


* According to Scaliger ir fhould be twenty fix. Sce his book de Emendat. Temp. lib. v. p. 451. 
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Lice and jorty of -dntigenits 


242 E havealready fer forth 
the taking of Jerufa- 
= lcm by Solius and He- 
rod, and the making 
of Antigonus a prifo- 
ner; and we arc now 
to proceed to what 
a follow’d upon it. So 
foon as Herod came 

: : to the exercife of his 
ruyal authority over Judea, he madcit his bu- 
» finefs in the firft place to promote, and topro~- 
vide forthe Plebcian citizens, who had taken 
pert with him, as yet while he was in the con- 
dition but of a private man. 
the oppolite party, hardly a day paft without 
a capital execution upon fome or other of them. 
*  Pollio, the Pharifce, and his difciple Samcas, 
“were highly in his favour for the good offices 
they did him, in adviling the citizens when he 
lay beforethe town, to open the gates and re- 
cccive him, ‘This was that * Pollio that for- 
Smerly foretold co Hyrcanus and the reft of the 
judges, upon the queftioning of Herod for 
his lite; that if they acquitted him, the time 
would come, when he fhould as certainly take 
away their lives, as they might now take a- 
way his, This prediction was verify’d in the 
event, 
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S men put to 


But for thofe of 


death, and himfelf beheaded at Antioch. 


No fooner was Herod in poffeffion of the ci- 
ty, but he got together all the royal furniture, 
with the rich booty in goods, gold and filver, 
that had been taken away by the wealthy ci- 
tizens, and had it all carry’d to the palace; 
out of which he made a mighty prefent to An- [Jerod pre- 
thony; dividing the reft among his friends and fents Antho- 
his favourites. He order’d alfoforty five prin- 2Y" ge 
cipal men of Antigonus’s intereft to be put to Sen ok Anti- 
death, and a guard fet at their feveral doors gonus’s pay 
to wait for the bringing out of the bodics, and cf put to 
to infpeét whether they were dead or not, and ca 
to take care that they carry’d out nothing clfe. 
In cafe ot difeovering any gold or filver, it 
was all brought to the king; and in one word, 
they faw no end of their mifery, They were 
in the hands of a griping and a neccflitons 
prince ; and all they were worth in the world 
was too little to fatisty his avarice. They were 
alfo in their fabbatical year, and confequently 
no harveft to fupply their wants. 

Antuony having at this time Antigonusa 
prifoner, had fomethoughts of cxpofing himin 
chains for the honour of histriumph; buc when 
he heard that the Jews began to be mutinous, 
and out of the avertion they had for Herod to 
favour Antigonus; Anthony without any more 
ceremony, {truck off his head at Antioch, as 


Antigonus 
the heit expedient he could think of to keep 


beheaded at 
Antioch. 


* Lib.oay. cc 17. Sameasnot Pollio, Sce Vorftius’s Differtation de Synedriis Hebraorum, 


the 








Chap. I, 


the pcople quict. Strabo of Cappadocia at~ 
tefts this fact in che following manner: 

‘© Anruony, fays he, brought Antigonus 
“ the king of the Jews prifoner to Antioch, 
*€ where he caufed his head to be ftrack off; 
“ rhe firft king that ever the Romans put to 
“¢ this manner of death: But he had this to 
S€ fay for himfelf, that the Jews would never 
“* acknowledge Herod for their king, fo long 
“* as Antigonus was living. Nay, fo great 
“* was the reverence and efteem they had for 
“¢ their former prince, that they were not to 
“< be wrought upon, even by torments, to al- 
“* low Herod fo much as the name of a king: 
“¢ But Herod propounded to himfelf by this 
*¢ {candalous and fhameful punifhment, to blaft 
“* the memory and reputation of the one, and 
“© to foften the popular averfion of the multi- 
*¢ tude to the other.” Thus far gces Strabo. 

We have {poken already of the two Parthi- 
an generals, Barzapharnes and Pacorus; and 
of their carrying away Hyrcanus and Phafael 
prifoners: The former having been firft high- 
pricit, and then prince of the Jews; the latter, 
the brother of Herod, who out of a gencrous 
indignation dafh’d out his own brains, rather 
than he would fubmit to the flavith infamy of 
aninglorious death. Hyrcanus being at this 
time inthe hands of the Parthians, news was 
brought him of Hcrod’s promotion to the go- 
vernment; upon which intelligence, he made 
his court to the new king, and we are now to 
fhew how he came to obtain his liberty, and to 
return 


‘See Strabo. 
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Phraates treats Flyrcanus with great refpec. 
Upon Flerod’s promotion, Flyrcanus wottld needs 
uifit him; but his fricnds oppofed it. Herod in- 
wites Hyrcanus, and compliments Phraates. 
Hyrcanus goes for Ferufalem, where Heroden- 
tertains him very generoufly. Ananusanvane’d 
to the pontificate ; which Alexandra takes for 
an affront, and puts Cleopatra upon moving 
Anthony for ber fon. Alexandra fends An- 
thony the pidures of Ariftobulus and Mariam- 
ne, Authony tells Flerod, he fhould be glad to 
fee Aviftcbulus, but Herod is againft it; An- 
thony being aman of liberty and pleafure, Fe- 
vod charges Alexandra for plotting with Cleopa- 
tra. Ananus depos’d, and Arifiobutlus ix his 
place. Alexaudra’s excufe. 


YRCANUS being brought prifoner 

to Phraates, the king of Parthia; and 
this prince being well informed of his birth 
and character, he had fo great a refpeét for 
his illuftrious blood and quality, that he im- 
mediately order’d his chains to be taken off, 
and allow’d him the freedom of the city of 
Babylon for the bounds of his confinement: 
A place where there were a great many of his 
own feéts; and where he had the fame reve- 
rence paid him, not only by the Jews of that 
city, but by thofe likewife on the other fide 
of Euphrates, as if he had been their gover- 
nour and high-prieft. So that the prefent con- 
tel's pro, dition of Hyrcunus was not very uncafy to 
motion, Hyr- him. But when he came to underftand that 
fn hada Ecrod was advanced to the government, he 
evtesive being a grateful and a good-natur’d man him- 

Na vilic No. 13, 
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felf, made a judgment of others according to 
the fame mealure; flattering himfelf with the 
hope of mighty things that Herod would do 
for him now upon this elevation, as an ac- 
knowledgment to the preferver of his life and 
honour, which he himfelf had fay’d when it 
was allatftake, of which we have faid enough 
heretofore. This fancy fo ftrongly pofleis’d 
Hyrcanus, that he refolved within himf{elf to 
make a journey:to him, but nor without the 
formality of advifing firft with fome of his 
confidents about ir. Upon laying their heads 
together, he found all his friends unanimoufly 
politive againft his going. ‘‘ For, faid they, 
‘¢ fo long as you “are here, you may affure 
°¢ yourfelf from us and all our people, of a 
reverence and obedience fuitable to the duty 
of your fubjeéts and fervants, and to the 
dignity of your own chara¢ter, which you 
can never expect in your own country, by 
reafon of the maim Antigonus has given you, 
which puts you into an incapacity of pre- 
© tending to it. They told him likewife, that 
in the matter of good turns and reciprocal 
fervices, ic is not with princes as it is with 
Private perfons. Kings have fhort memo. 
ries commonly in thofe cafes, and men 
change their manners with their fortunes.” 
This difcourfe was reafonable enough, but the 
paffion Hyrcanus had for his own country, 
made him deaf to all good counfels. Herod 
gave Hyrcanus an invitation alfo by letter to vites Hyrca~ 
come over to him, and take his part in the g0= nus ro come 
vernment, defiring him likewife to move over to him; 
Phraates and his brethren the Jews, not to en- 

vy him the comfort of fo great a blefling ; for 

now was the time, he faid, to fhew his grati- 

tude to the perfon he ftood indebted to, both 

for his bread and for his life. And this was .04 pnds Sa- 
notall neither, but he fent Saramalla upon an famalla to 
embafly to Phraates, with fair words and mag~ Phraates with 
nificent prefents over and above, to fweeten compliments 
him on the behalf of Hyrcanus, his worthy pa- 74, Prefentss 
tron and dear friend. But this was all coun- him toward 
tenance and grimace; for Herod, being a Hyrcanus. 
crafty and a fufpicious prince, and an ufurper 

to boot, his bufinefs was to fecure himfelf a- 

gainft all poflible changes and turns of ftatc, 

and upon that confideration, either to get Hyr- 

canus into his power, or fend him out of the 

world, as afterwards he did. 

Hyxcanus being, in fine, difcharged by Hyrcanus 
Phraates, and amply fupply’d with monies and dittharg’d, 
neceflarics by the Jews in Babylon for his md 10 goes 
journey, went to Jerufalem, where he was Teenie 
received with all the marks of fingular iferod enter- 
honour and refpcét; as for inftance, i 


All his friends 
againgt ir. 


cc 
ce 
cc 


Herod in- 


erod tains him 
gave him the firfk place at all mectings With great 
and entertainments; treated him in the ftile “°!C“ 
of father, and carry’d every thing on with 
fuch an outward appearance of good faith, 
that there was no room left for any poffible 
doube or jealoufy of the contrary. There was 
nothing, infine, omitted, that might conduce 
to his eftablifiment, faving only that he was 
fo over folicicous in thar particular, that it 
prov’d the occafion of a dangerous breach in 
the family ; for he was fo cautious of havin 
any manof an honourable extraction advance 
to the pontificate, that he fent to Babylon for 
one Ananel, a perfon of a mean and obfcure Herod ad- 
condition, and made him high-prieit. Alex- cae ae 
andra, the wife of Hyrcanus, and the widow perfon io ihe 
of Alexander the fon of king Ariftobulus, by pontificate. 
5 C whom 
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whom fhe had a fon, whom fhe called 

bulus, after his grandtather’s name, and Z 

daughter Mariamne, a_ woman of admirab e 

beauty, and the wife of Herod : this Alexan- 

Alexandra. dra laid it extremely to heart, to fee her fon 
takes this for hus affronted, and the high-priefthood ufurped 
ee *° by one from abroad, while her fon was yet 
ro living. In this difcontent fhe wrote by 2 ccr- 


She putsCleo- cain mufician to Cleopatra, to beg the pontifi- 
paraupon care of Anthony tor her fon. 


feging in at Sa site 
Sees Moe never minding the matter, 1 


her fon. 


But Anthony 
fo happen’d, that 
one Gellius, 2 particular friend of his, being 
at thac time in Judea about {ome affairs of his 
own, had the goed tortune to tee Arittobulus 
and Mariamne, whom he look’d upon to be 
tivo of the moit graceful beauriful perfons that 
ever his eye beheld; infemuch, that he high- 
ly complimented Alexandra upon the bletiing 
of bringing two fuch miracles into the world, 
and recommended it to her to make a prefent 
of their pictures to Anthony, as the way ¢o 
fecure herfelf of any good office that lay tn 
his power to do her. Upon this confideration 
SO dhe tent the pictures; and Gellius, that had a 
_ mind to inveigle Anthony into a patlion for 
ni Mariamne, highly enlarged upon their beauty, 
with hyperbolical and extravagant flcurifhes, 
that they were perfect and lovely, fo much 
bevend the ordinary rate of flefh and bleod, 
that they look’d Jiker angels in human fhapes. 
It would not have been either hundfome or ho- 
neit in Aathony, to fend tor the wite of a 
prince that was his friend; and he was not 
Willing neither to give Cleopatra any jutt 
ground of jealoufv, but he wrote, however, 
He- to Herod, how glad he thould be to fee Ari- 
fobulus upon any fair occafion, it ic might 
with his convenience, <Ariftobulus was 
t that time above fiiteen or fixteen_ years 
ef age, and Herod did not think it fate to 
fend a delicate charming youth, nobly born, 
and in the dower of his years, to the perfon 
2of all men living the moft abandon’d to unna- 
tural luits, and the moft eager in the purfuic 
“=e. of unlawful pleafures; for this was Anthony’s 
character; belide, thar being one of the greateft 
men in Rome, he made ufe of his power and 
authority to bear him out in theie liberties; 
fo that Herod put him off with this pretence, 
that the Jews were fo feditious, and fo bent 
upon change and the experiment of another 
king, that if Ariftobulus fhould bue itir out 
of the kingdom, it would blow up all in a 
flame. 

Wuewn he had fobb’d Anthony off with 
this antwer, he made it his bufinefs to treat the 
young man and Alexandra with more than 
ufual civilicy; his wife {fariamne alfo con- 
tinually pretfing him to do her brother right 
in the bufincfs of the pontificate; urging with- 
al, that it was his own intereit fo to do, for 
the very ducy of the office would excufe him 
beyond all exception from taking the jour- 
nzy. Herod, upon this difcourfe, called fe- 
veral of his friends together, to confer and 
advife with; before whom he inveighed bit- 
terly againft Alexandra; telling them that fhe 
was cnter’d into a fecret confpiracy againft 


re ot 
9 
a 

p 


Herod p 
charges Alex- him, and that fhe wrought by the means of 
andra for ir~ Cleopatra, who was to engage Anthony to 


griguing wit 


2 depoie him, and transfer the government to 
her fon; which, he faid, fhe was the more to 
blame in, becaufe fhe could not vindicate Ari- 
ftobulus, without degrading her daughter, and 


. 


Cleepatra. 
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throning of her fon-in-law, and removing him 

from a dignity that he had acquir’d with f0 Ananel de- 
much toil and hazard. But upon the whole pov'd, and 
“ matter, fayshe, I am ready to forget and Ariftobulus 
to forgive all thefe injuries; and to fhew Put tite the 
the reverence and tendernefs I have for my * : 
mother, and the reit of her relations, I will 
immediately veft her fon in the exercife of 

the office; and I had done it fooncr too, 

when I put Ananel into it, if the other had 

been of age to execute it.” This ftudied 

fpeech (for in truth fo it was, and intended 

only for an amufement to the women and the 
council) put Alexandra into the greatcit con- 

fulion imaginable, betwixt the joy of fecing. 

her own bufinefs done, and the trouble of 

finding herfelf fufpeéted; fothat burfting out 

into a paffionate traniport of tears and protefta- 

tions, the gave this turther account of her be- 
haviour. ‘¢ That as to the point of the high. Atevandra’s 
‘* pricithood, fhe had fuch an indignation tor vindication. 
*- the affront put upon her fon in thac paurtica- 

* Yar, that fhe Ictt no lawful way or means to 

do him right in it unattcempted ; but as to 

any delign fhe had of advancing him to the 

throne, fhe was fo far from having any 
thought that way, thac if the thing were 

offer’d her, {he “would retufe its for her 
ambition look’d no turther, fhe faid, than 

to fee juftice done to her fon in that ftation, 

and contequently the honour and the fafery 

of the family provided for. But asthe cafe 

** then ftood, fhe faid, fhe was fo fenfible of 

the king’s grace and goodnefs to herfelf in 

the perfon of Ariftobulus, that he fhould 

ever find her moft dutiful for the future ; 

and if upon ahy punctilio of honour, or of 
haughtinefs of mind, fhe might have pafs’d 

the precife bounds of refpeét and modera- 

tion, fhe begg’d his pardon for it.’ This 
difcourfe put a feeming end to rhe controver- 

fy ; for they fhook hands, and in appearance 

parted friends. 


«“e 
ce 
“ec 
ce 
ce 
“ce 


«ce 


ce 
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Herod is jealous of Alexandra, and fets fpies 
upon her. She writes to Cleopatra for advice 
what to do, who invites Herod and her fon into 
Egypt, whither they are privately convey’d. 
Efop tells Sabbion the fecret, and he betrays it 
to Herod, who furprizes them in their efcape. 
Herod contrives the drowning of Ariffobulus, 
who is univerfally lamented. Alexandra dif- 
guifes ber afftittion, A fplendid funeral, and 
Herod fets up for the chief mourner. 

ee king immediately depos’d Anancl 

from the pontificate, being a foreigner, 
as we have faid before, and of the race of thofe 

Jcws that were formerly carried away by the 

Syrians beyond the Euphrates, whereof-many 

thoufands took up their habitations in Babylon. 

He was in truth, of a facerdotal extraétion, 

and one of Herod’s old acquaintance; who, 

upon his coming to the crown, had created 
him high-prieft, and afterwards depofed him, © 

(though contrary to law,) for the peace of 

his family; for otherwife the high-priefthood 

is an office for life, and not to be taken away 
again where it is once duly confer’d. The 
firft that broke in upon that rule was Antiochus 

Epiphanes, 
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Epiphanes, who removed Jofhua to make way 
for his brother Onias.. Ariftobulus was the 
fecond who fupplanted Hyrcanus, and affumed 
the dignity to himfelf. The third was Herod, 
who put Ariftobulus into the holy funétion, 
while Ananel was yet living. 

By this expedicnt they thought to fet all 
right in the family; but, as ic prov’d, the 
_confequence was not fo clear yet, as after fo 
folemn a reconciliation a body would have 
expected ; for Herod was ftill poflefs’d with 
a itrong jealoufy, that Alexandra would be 
no longer quict, than till fhe had an opportu- 
nity of compaffing her ends, by being trouble- 
fome. Under thefe apprehenfions he confin’d 
her to the palace, and abfolutely forbad her 
meddling in any publick bufincfs; fetting 
moreover fo many guards and obfervers upon 
her, that fhe did not the leaf .ching in the 
world, not even what related to domettick oe- 
conomy, but the king had notice of it. ‘This 
odious way of proceeding gaul’d and exafpe- 
rated her extremely ; for being a woman of 
birth, fenfe, and of an high fpiric, nothing 
could have touch’d her fo fenfibly, as to find 
herfelf thus watch’d and overlook’d; info- 
much, that jhe refolved, in fhort, rather to 
endure any thing than the plague of fo fcan- 
dalous a jealoufy, and under the title of a wo- 
man of honour, to lead the life of a flave in 
She writes tofear and mifery. In this diftrefs of thought 
Cleopatra for the writ the whole ftate of her cafe in a Ictter 


Jicrod is fill 
vealous of A- 
Texandra. 


He fers 
guards and 
{pies upon 
her. 


oe and ad- +4 Cleopatra, together with an application to 
: her for advice and relief; who gave her for 
Cleopatra _ anfwer, an invitation to ftcal away privately 


ives her and 
her fon an in- 
vitation into 


with her fon, and to come over to her into 


Egypt. 


Egvpt. aeamgrte 

She and her of putting it in execution. She order’d two 
re aye coffins to be provided, and herfelf and her fon ; 
vey a aw 


privately thi- 
ther. . ss 
carried them out by night, and put aboard a 


fhip that lay ready near at hand to tranfport 
them into Egypt. There was one Sabbion, 
who was look’d upon to be Alexandra’s friend, 
and fo mortal an enemy of Herod's, that he 
was ftrongly fufpected to have been a party in 
the plot tor the poifoning of Antipater, A 
Efop tells fervant of Alexandra’s, whofe name was 
Sibbionthe Efop, making no doubt .of Sabbion’s being 
ee and he privy to the defign, blabb’d the whole - ftory 
nrays3l f° so him; and the other, laying hold‘of this 


eee oceafion for the redeeming of his credit with 

Herod, went and acquainted him with the 
Herod fur- whole intrigue; who let them go on without 
aed aly any noife, till they came to the point of exe- 
wofthe) Cation, and then furpriz’d them in the very act 
elcape, of making their efcape. Herod was yet fo 


over gracious as to forgive her this attempt, 
not out of any motion of tendernefs and ge- 
nerofity, but for fear of Cleopatra’s power 
with Anthony, in cafe he fhould provoke her 
to a revenge; nay, fo far was he from putting 
her td any extremity, that with a kind of of- 
tentation of magnanimity and good-nature, he 
rather out-did it the other way, by appearing 
more indulgent than in truth (all things con- 
fider’d) it was poffible for him to be. But af- 
ter all this external fairnefs toward Alexan- 
dra the death of the young man fome way or 
other was a thing refolv’d upon; only it was 
to be a work of time to prevent fufpicion or 
difcovery. 
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THE ‘feaft of tabernacles now drawing on, 
( being one of the moft celebrated and folemn 
feftivals we have,) Herod difpos’d himfelf to 
his good humour, and to rejoice and make 
merry with the people; but while this pait, 
there tell out an unlucky circumftance, that 
put him upon the éxccution of his murderous 
purpofe, fooner than he intended. Ariftobulus 
was at this time enter’d into rhe eighteenth 
year of his age, a youth tall and lovely to ad- 
miration; and, in one word, the very picture 
of his grandfathcr; and as he was advancing 
toward the altar, in his pontifical robes, to of- 
ficiate according to the law, he difcharg’d his 
part with fo wonderful a grace, having all the 
perfonal advantages of beauty and itaturc, and 
the dignity of a great foul in the very face of 
him, that the eyes and hearts of the {fpe¢tators 
were all fet upon him; infomuch, that they 
could not forbear expreffing the love, honour, 
and efteem they had for him, in a thoufand 
good wifhes, prayers, and acclamations, and 
thofe indications of their joy and affeétion, ac- 
companied alfo with large acknowledgments 
of the many obligations they had to that no 
ble family. Now they never confider’d that 
the magnifying of the one was a kind of de- 
rogating from the other, and that Herod’s 
envy would underftand it fo, which effectual- 
ly it did; and the jealoufy he contraéted upon 
it, haften’d the young man’s ruin. Upon the 
breaking up of the feftival, Herod took his 
part of a treat wich Alexandra at Jericho, 
where he took Ariftobulus afide, as in point of 
complaifance, and to bear him company in his 
little diverfions and pleafures. "The weather 


She could not but approve, of the | was too hot for any ftirring exercife; fo that 


counfel, and fo bethought herfelf of this way { 
| drew into the cool of the fhade, by certain 


they quickly gave over their play, and with- 


large fifh-ponds there at hand, where fevcral 


to be put up in them; appointing the fervants | of their acquaintances and fervants were bath- 
that were privy to the contrivance, to {ee them; ing.themfelves. Ariftobulus was tempted by Ariftobulus 


Herod to make one of the party, and fo plung- drown’d in a 
ing into the pool for company, fome of He- pool by the 
rod’s inftruments that lay ready upon the catch, Pr ae of 
took the opportunity of ducking and dipping ~~~ 
him. fo long, under a pretence of only {port 
and diverfion, that in the end they kept him 
down, and drown’d him. This was the de- 
plorable end of Ariftobulus, in the eighteenth 
year of his age, and the firft of his office, 
which was then immediately reftor’d to Ana- 
nel. When this tragical difafter came to be 4. sniverfai 
known to the Women, never was fo difmal aceu teeie 
an alteration in the face of things; never fo lofg of Ari- 
paffionate a lamentation over the body of any ftobulus. 
-perfon; nor ever fo inconfolable a forrow. It 
was fo publick a lofs, that the whole city was 
in tears for it, and not a family but had their 
partin ic.. But che chief mourner of all was 
Alexandra; and it was an aggravation of her 
calamity, that though fhe was convine’d of the 
malicious treachery of the fact, fhe was yet 
glad to keep her tongue in her head for fear of 
a worfe mifchief. Such was the outrage of Alexandra 
her defpair, that fhe was many times about to keeps her af- 
lay violent hands upon herfelf; but ftill check’d fiction to 
her-paffion, in hope that if fhe could but far- bole 
vive the fenfe of that barbarous and flagirious 
murder, without difcovering what’ fhe knew. 
of the contriver of it, fhe might yet live to 
the. opportunity of a revenge; wherefore fhe 
carried it fair in: appéarance, and without 
feeming to aimee a! thing of the mat- 

i ter; 
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Herod him- ter; but Herod made it his bulinefs of all|to death, he fhould immediately deftroy Ma- 


felfia ap- 
pearance che 
chief moara- 


eo 


things ia the world to potfets people tHat he 
had no hand in it; and in his looks, words, 
and behaviour, acted che part of a mourner fo 
well to the life, that any ont would have 
thought his very heart had been breaking In 
good earneft. And who knows at lait yet, 
ut becwixe humanity and conicience, he might 
come to have fomewhat of a true remorte tor 
his wickednefs, in {pilling the innocent blood 
ot fo lovely a perion, in the prime of his 
youth and beauty; bur his death was necefla- 
ry, he thought, tor his own fecurity; befide, 
that his main point was to keep himfelf clear 
of being fuipected of fo bafe acrime. As to 
Ame%ex- the matter of pomp and expence toward the 
Fente and folemnicy of the funeral, there was nothing 
sh* Vote undone either in the adorning of the hearfe, 
or in the embalming of the body, that might 
advance the magnificence of the ceremony ; 
and this courlfe he took, as the moft likely 
wav fo contribute fome mitigation and comtott 
to the grier of the women. 











CHAP. IV. 


AMexandrd feuds Clecpatia the fiory of the murder, 
wele preffes stuthony for juftice upon the mur- 
diver, lnthony fends for Herod, and Fofeph 
atninijters in his abjence, with orders to put 
Aiariuuie to death, in cafe Anthony defircys 
iirc. Fofeph difcovers the project at una- 
wares. Hered values himfelf much upon Aim 
tieny?s favour, aud is jealous of Mariamine 
ter Feliph. Fofiph put to death, and Alex- 
cara iiprifon’d. — Cleopatra governs Anthony 
at plesfure. Her leed prasices, 

UT there was no working upon the em- 
bitrer’d {pirie cf Alexandra, by fuch amufe- 
ments as thele 5 neither was the rancour of her 
canker’d melancholy capable of any other re- 


es lict than that of a revenge. With this pro- 
eee net, ipect in her head, fhe fene Cleopatra an ac- 


4. ccunt cf Herod’s perfidious practice upon the 
-lire of her miferable fon. Cleopatra, who 
had ever been ready and forward to ferve her, 
contracted fo gencrous a compaffion for her 
upen this occafion, that fhe efpoufed her in- 
tzreit as her own; prefling and plying Antho- 
ny with perpetual importunities, to fee juftice 
dese upon the auther of fo barbarous a mur- 
der, She laid before him the bafenefs of the 
thing, and how difhonourable it would be for 
hiin to fuficr a king of his own making, and 
the ufurper cf another man’s right, to commit 
fo horrid an outrage upon the lawtul heir of 
the government, and to come off at laft un- 
punith’d. Anthony was touch’d with thefe 
remonftrances; and fo ccming to Laodicea, he 
fent for Herod to clear himfelf about the death 
“of Ari@tobulus; for he could not but have a 





Anthony 

tends ror He 
red <0 an- AS : 
{wer for him- horror for the action, even though Herod him- 


feli thould have been the doer of it. Herod 
was tco confcious to catt himfelf voluntarily 
upon the merit of his caufe, and then he con- 
fider’d the hatred Cleopatra bore him, who 
was continually teizing Anthony againit him; 
bur at all hazards, however, he refolv’d to 


tek. 


Herod ap- 


pears. 


His uncle Jo- 
riamne; for he doted upon his fair wife to ae admi~ 
that degree, that it was worfe than death to apne Oe 


é = +4 vil 
him to think of any other man’s enjoying her orders, ee 


when he fhould be gone; befide, that he look’d thony par hi 
upon her excellencies as the fources of his mif- [© death, he 
fortune, Anthony had long fince protefs’d a yin mn 
paffion for her upon the very fame of her ftroy 443. 
beauty. Having difpatch’d his orders, he fet riamie. 
out on his journey towards Anthony ; but with 
a fad and a foreboding heart, 
Wutre Jofeph was in the adminiftration, 
he took care of his truft, and made frequent 
vifits to Mariamne; partly upon bufinefs, and 
partly out of refpect. Joleph, as they were 
together, would frequently be taking occafion 
to extol Herod, as the moft tender uxorious 
husband upon the face of the earth. The wo- 
men fhook their heads at it to fee him fo po- 
fitive, Alexandra efpecially; but Jofeph BIEW Joknh ditts. 
fo over zealous upon it, to make good the cha- vers the lecret 
racter, thac he betray’d atecret he was en- @t uaawires. 
trufted with, before he was aware; infifting 
upon it as an infallible argument of his affecs 
tion, that as he found he could not live with- 
out her, fo he was refolv’d that death irfelf 
fhould never partthem. Now the women did 
not underftand thefe words a3 an evidence of 
his love, but as an intimation of a tyrannical 
purpofe he had taken up, in cafe of his own 
death, not to futfer them to furvive him. 
THERE was at this time a rumour rais’d and 
fpread about the town by fome of the king’s 
enemies, that Anthony had caufed Herod to 
be put to the queftion, and after that to death. 
The whole court was ftartled at ir, and the 
women above the reft; infomuch, thar Alex- 
andra put it to Jofeph to fly for protection to 
the Roman legion under Julius, that was then 
quarter’d without the city, and to take them 
along with him; for if there fhould come to: 
be any broils in the palace, the Romans would 
take care of them; or if ever Mariamne fhould’ 
but come into the fight of Anthony, he would 
deny her nothing that fhe fhould ask him, 
though it were the kingdom itfelf, and all 
the royal privileges fhe could pretend to. 
Wuute this affair was under deliberation, 
letters came from Herod that quite contra- 
dicted the former intelligence 5 for Herod, it frerod has 
{eems, was no fooner come to Anthony, but more credit 
by the force of prefents, and fair words, he with Anthony 
brought him fo far over to his intereft, that oo clos 
Cleopatra had no longer any power with him" ” 
to the difadvantage of Herod ; ‘* For kings, 
‘** fays Anthony, are not to be accountable 
for their doings, they are no kings ele; 
for that’s but the privilege of all crown’d 
heads; and it would be well, fays he, it 
Cleopatra would not trouble herfelf fo much 
how other princes govern.” Herod made preroa praits 
oftentation in his letters alfo, of the honours of Anthony's 
Anthony had done him; how he call’d him favours. 
to his council, and to his folemn teafts, in 
defpite of all the calumnies of Cleopatra, that 
had a defign upon the government herfelf, 
and did all fhe could in the world to ruin 
him; but Anthony, he faid, was a prince of 
honour and juftice, and that they might ex- 
pect him back again in a fhort time better 


ce 

ce 

ce 
ce 


ce 


appear, and in truth there was no avoiding it; | eftablith’d in the pofleffion of his kingdom, and 
fo that committing the care of the government jin the affurance of Anthony’s friendthip, than 


in his abfence to his uncle Jofeph, he gave him jever; Cleopatra being quite taken off, by the 
privately in charge, if Anthony fhould put him acceptance of Ccle-Syria, as a prefent from 


Anthony, 
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for herfelf. Her avarice and ambition, in fire, 
were fo infatiable, that fhe made a confcience 
of nothing fhe might get by. In che firft place 
the difpatch’d ‘her brother out of the way, a 
youth about fifteen years of age, and the next 
in fucceffion to the kingdom. She then pre- 
vail’d with Anthony to have her fifter Arfinoe 
taken off at Ephefus, in the temple of Diana; 
even at her very devotions; fo that ncithcr 
temples, fepulchres, nor fanétuaries, cfcap’d 
her, where there was moncy or {poil tobe got- 
ten by a facrilegious violation of them; but 
right or wrong, facred or prophanc, all was 
a cafe to her, fo fhe might be a gainer by it. 
In one word, the treafure of the whole world 
would have been too little to fatisfy the ex- 
penfive pride and vanity of this voluptuous 
woman ; fo that being of this humour, it was 
no wonder to fee her fo preffing upon Anthony 
to take trom others, when it was all defign’d 
for herfelf; and the had no fooner fet foot in- 
to. Syria with him, bur fhe fell to projecting 
immediately how to make herfelf miftrefs of 
it. Lyfanias, the fon of Prolemy, was a friend, 
the faid, to’the Parthians, and fo fhe procured 
him to be put to death upon that account, 
She begg’d alfo of Anthony, judea and Ara~ 
bia, out of the hands of the kings who had 
them in poffeffion. Anthony was, in fhort, fo 
much at the command of this woman, as if 
fhe had not only captivated, but bewitch’d 
him ; yet there were fome indignities fo grofs, 
that he could not comply with them, without 
proclaiming himfelf the {candalous flave of an 
infamous woman. In few words, being loth 
to difoblige his miftrefs on the one hand, by 
denying her any thing, and_as much atham’d 
on the other, to publiftyhimfelf for the weak~ 
eft and meaneft of mankind, in granting all 
fhe ask’d, he compounded the bufinefs by gi- 
ving her fome certain parts of both provinces, 
and all the cities from the river Eleutherus to 
Egypt, fave only Tyre and Sidon, which had, 
been always free; but this did not hinder her 
from purfuing Anthony fill, with violent im- 
portunities, to caft them in over and above. 








Anthony, upon condition never to trouble him 
again about Judea. 

Tuis anfwer put an end to the defign they 
had of ranging themtelves under the protec- 
tion of the Romans, which was not kept fo 
fecret yet, but Herod had got intelligence of 
it; who, fo foon as Anthony was advanced 
upon his expedition againft the Parthians, re- 
turned to Jerufalem, where his fifter Salome, 
and his mother inform’d him of ‘the whole 
matter. Way, and his fifter went fo. far, as to 
charge her own husband, Jofeph and Mariam- 
ne, with the privacy of a love intrigue toge~ 
ther; but this was out of an old grudge to her, 
being a high-fpirited woman, for reproaching 
her in a quarrel once about the meannefs of 

Herod jealous her birth. "This put Herod into fo furious a 
of Mariamne tranf{port of jealoufy and indignation, (for he 
for Joteph. ~ lov’d Mariamme as he did his own foul,) that 
he had much ado to forbear lafhing out into 
open extravagancies, and contain himfelf with- 
in the compafs of fobriety and good difcretion. 
But, upon {econd thoughts, hé took Mariamne 
afide, and put her to the fhrift about this fa- 
miliarity with Jofeph. She purg’d herfelf by 
all that was poffible for an innocent woman 
to fay in het own defence, that fhe was ¢lear, 
not only as to Jofeph, but to the whole world, 
of any thing that did but look like criminal 
or difhonourable in her converfation, The 
king, in fine, betwixt the power of his wife’s 
charms, and that of his own infinite paffion, 
foften’d by little and little, to fuch a degree, 
that he not only acquitted her of the calum- 
ny, but acknowledg’d himfelf convine’d of 
ber unfpotted integrity, defiring her pardon 
over and above, for the rafhnefs of his crédu- 
lity, in giving any fort of credit to fo fcan- 
dalous a rumour; intermixing all forts of ten- 
dernefs in his difcourfe. Thefe endearments, 
in conclufion, brought them to tears and cm- 
braces, (as it falls out commonly in thefe love 
encounters,) and the more diffident Mariamne 
appear'd of the good faith of Herod’s affec- 
tion, the more folicitous was he ftill to con- 
firm her in the affurance of it. ‘* Yes, yes, 
“ fays fhe, a notable fign of a loving husband 
“€ indeed, to order the putting of his innocent 
“* wife to death, in cafe he fhould happen to 
*< die himfelf£” At thefe words he flung him- 
felf out of her arms in a rage; tearing his 
hair, and crying out like a mad man, “ It is 
“ now as clear as the fun, fays he, that Jo- 
“* feph has corrupted my wife; for nothing lefs 
“ than the power of fuch a confidence could 
“ ever have extorted from him a fecret that 
** was committed to him with fo much caution 
and truft,” In this impotency of paffion he 
had it in his thought to ftrike Mariamne to the 
heart; but the ftrength of his old affection and 
kindnefs for her not being quite extinguifhed, 
he overcame, though with fome difficulty, that 
Jofph putto provocation. As for Jofeph, he commanded 
fers, ce him immediately to be put to death, without 
inpriforre, £2 much as hearing him; and Alexandra at the 
‘fame time to be imprifon’d, as the caufe of all 
this mifchief. 
Cleopatra has ‘THERE were troubles about this time in Sy- 
Ing a2 abfo- ria, promoted chiefly by the practices of Cleo- 
over Amo. Patra, who had an abfolute power with An- 
at thony, and employ’d it wholly to mifchief; 
Tre lewd inciting him perpetually againft the great men 
pies of of the country, till the had worm’d them out 
pars. of their governments, and then begg’d them 




























































CHAP. V. 


Cleopatra received with great honour by Herod at 
Apamia and Ptolemais. A lufiful foamelefs 
woman. Herod is for putting ber to death, but 

ee oppofe it; fo that he [peaks her fair, 

and carries her part of her way for Egypt. 

Anthony fubdues Armenia, and compliments 

Cleopatra with prifoners and prefents, A tax 

of two hundred talents a year given to Cleow 

patra, 


W HEN Cleopatra had fettled her affairs, Cleopatra hos 
Vand feen Anthony as far as Euphrates, nourably re- 


‘ °e ° . ceived by 
upon his expedition into Armenia, fhe came Herod atApai 


back again, and took Apamia and Damafcus i, and Pro 
in her way to Judea, where fhe was honour= lemais. 

ably received by Herod, who treated with 

her for the revenue of that part of Arabia and 

Jericho that had been granted her; the latter 

being a place famous for balfam, which is the 

moft precious of all gums, and likewife for 

the faireft palm-trees in the world. Upon this 

occafion fhe fet all her wits and arts at work, 

to engage Herod in an amour; and being 44 woman 


woman naturally luf@fal and thamelefs, fhe did junfal and 
5D as fhamelefs, 
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Boras for 
patting Cho- 








aac. Arnic= 
nia, and vom- 
pliments Cle- 
opates with 


prifoner, and 
prefent:. 
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as gocd as meet him half way, toward the | punétual payment of it; forhe full well knew 

{triking up of a bargain: But love was the | her temper, and how unfafe and dangerous it 

preeence all this whilc, though *rwas likely | would be for kim to do any thing whereby to 

cnough fhe might have fome farther treache- incur her difpleature, and provoke her hatred. 

rous delign in it. Now Herod, who knew The Arabians, confidcring that Herod had the 

Cleopatra already for one of the fpitefullett levying of the tax, made due payment for 

creatures living, Was as good as fortity’d a-| fome time, at the proportion of two * hun- A tax of ty, 
dred talents a year: But this did not laft long, hundred sas 


gainit her beforchand;, but when he came to fec | d 
for they fell off by degrees, till ic fell in the lentsa year 
endto lefs than half. given to Cle- 


the proftituted impadence of her behaviour, 

it gave him fuch a horror, that he refolved, sien 
ifcver it came to the point, direétly to turn patra, 
her off, and affront her. °° The queftion was 
“ now (and he confultcd his fricnds about it) 
© whether ic might not be his bett courfe to 
é make fure of this vile woman while he had 
“ hers foric would be both 2 fatisfaction to 
«© thofe the bad abus’d herctofore, and a fe- 
© curity to thofe fhe mien otherwife abufe 
“‘ hereattcr: Nay, and Anthony himfelf 
“ vould be the better fer it too, for fhe was 
“ the commca enemy of all mankind, and 
& would be falfe to him too, if ever he 
& fhould come to ftand in necd of her. He- 
“ rod was abfolutely for taking her off; but 
“ thofe about him, no lefs politive againft it, 
“ asa thing below the dignity of a prince to 
“ ron fo great a hazard for. Wherefore they 
“ befought him by all means to bethink him- 
“ {elf and to do nothing rathly ; for Anthony, 
“ they faid, would not bear it, let it be never 
“ { much to his advantage; befide that the 
“ lofing of his miftrefs by force, or fecret 
“© practice, would but enhance the yalue he 
«< had for her before, and irritate him toa re- 
“ yenge. And then for the excufing or pal- 
“© liating of a violence upon the perfon of a 
© princefs of her illuftrious blood and quality, 
“ there would be noroom for it: And letthe 
“ benefit he might reap by herdeath be never 
“ {} centiderable, rhe outrage upon the honour 
‘¢ and inclinations of Anthony would be un- 
“ pardonable. They laid Betre him alfo the 
“ mortal confufions that would inevitably fol- 
«“ low, both in the kingdom, and in the roy- 
“ al family, upon the execution of what he 
“ hadin his thought. As for the lafcivious 
“ importunities of the woman, there could be 
«¢ nejcher harm nor danger in rejecting them 5 
“ and as to other matters, he had no more to 
«© do than to aét according to the reafon of 
“¢ the prefent ftate of things.” His fricnds, 
in fine, betwixt the ftrength of their argu- 
ments, and the credit of their counfels, brought 
Herod over to anacknowledgment of his mif- 
take, and fo diverted him from his defperate 
intent: Upon which change of mind, he com- 
plimented Cleopatra with rich prefents, and 
conduttcd her to Egypt. 

ARMENIA being nuwover-run by Anthony, 
he fent Artabazes, the fon of Tigrancs, a pri- 
foner into Egypt, with the princes, his fons, 
and made a prefent of them to Cleopatra; to- 
gether with all the valuable booty he had taken 
there, Artaxias, the cldeft fon of Artabazcs, 
who fled out of the country at the breaking our 
of the war, fuceccded to his fathcr; but was 
a{terward driven out again by Archilaus, and 
the cmperor Nero, who put up Tigrancs, the 
youngceft brother of the Cinitiys into his place. 

As to the revenue of the country that An- 
thony had given to Cleopatra, Herod made 
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CHAP. VI. 


Auguftus and Authony competitors for the empire. 
Herod marches with an army to join Anthony, 
who bids him fall upon the Arabians. A bloody 
battle, and the Fews get the better of it. The 
Arabians bad another great army at Cana in 
Cele-Syria and they routed that alfo: But 
Athenion falling upon the Fews afterward, 
wben they were [pent and weary, gave them a 
total overthrow. 


EROD would certainly have reveng’d. 

A himfelf by a war upon the Arabians for 
this contempt and breach of faith, if the civik 
broils of the Romans had not prevented him 5 
for the battle of Actium was now drawing on, 
which in all likelihood would put an end to 
the competition that was then a-foot betwixt Ayouftus and 
Auguftus and Anthony, forthe empire. ‘This Anthony 
happen’d in the 187th Olympiad. Herod ha- competiters 
ving been now a long time (by the favour and for che ety 
bounty of Anthony) the mafter of a rich and Re 
populous courtry in peace and plenty, enducd 
with men, moncy, corn, cattle, &c. in abun- 
dance, he Jevy’d a powerful army out of hand, 
and march’d with it toward the affiftance OF reeod 
his patron; but Anthony telling Herod that ches wittead 
he had no need of it himfclf, appointed him armyto join 
rather to march back with ic againit the Ara- Anthony, | 
bians, whom he look’d upon to bea falfe and Anthony bids 
a faithlefs people. Now this was tranfaéted alert 
by the counfel and dircétion of Cleopatra, Arabians 
who apprehended it would be to her intereft 
to deftroy the Jews and the Arabians by their 
fwords: Herod, uponthis order, drew off his 
army back again, and foon after fcll into Ara= 
bia with a formidable body of horfe and foot, 
taking his march toward Diafpolis; where the 
Arabians having intelligence of his motions, 
were ready to encounter him. The two ar The Jews 
mics engaged, and after a bloody battle, the overthrow 
Jews carry’d the day. A while aftcr this, the Arabians 
they got together another great army at Cana }yn ee 
: o. battle. 
in Ccle-Syria. Herod, upon notice of their The Arabi- 
march, drew the greater part of his troops ans with an- 
that way too; propofing to encamp and forti- other Bre 
fy, and theirto wait the firft fair opportunity ta 
of ane the enemy. But the foldiers were pened 
fo animated with their former fuccefs, and fo 
well affur’d of the refolution, ftate and con- 
dition of their army, that expectation they 
cry’d, wasbut fo much timc loft, and nothing 
would ferve them but they muft fall on imme- 
diatcly. Nay, fuch was their impatience, that 
there-was no es them in order without it. 
The king was fo wel] pleas’d with the prefling 
forwardnefs and alacrity of his men, that he 
refolv’d not to difcourage their ardour by any 


n 





* Two hundred Jewifh talents weighed twenty two thoufund cight hundred and twelve pounds fix ounces; and 
their value in filver amounted to fixty cight thoufand four hundred thirty teven pounds ten shillings; and in gold, 


to one million ninety five thoufand pounds of Englifh money. ‘ 
longer 
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longer delays: So he put himfclf immediate-| computed upon it thar Judea was totally de- 
ly at the head of his army with {word in hand;} populated, their cities and their people iwal- 


gave the word of command to march and fall 

on, and only to act after his example. They 

advanced upon this, with fo much fiercenefs 

and bravery, that the Arabians were difmay’d 

at the very fight ofic, before ever it came to 

rhe fews thethock. ‘They..made fome little thew how- 
eutthem to ever of a faint reliftance upon the firft encoun- 
che rout. ter; bur prefently gave way, and finding they 
were not able to abide the impreflion, the 

greater part of them fied. i 

Tuts rout, in fhort, had totally ruined the 

Arabians, if Athenion, Cleopatra’s general in 

that quarter, had not taken advantage of that 

diforder. ‘This Athenion had a mortal aver- 

fion to Herod, and ftood in a kind of neu- 

tralicy, but with his men in order, and drawn 

up, attending the ifflue of the battle. If the 

Arabians had gor the better of itr, Athenion 

would have been-quiet; but finding them to 

be worfted, and the Jews not only fpent and 

wearied out with the action, but carelefs alfo 

and fecure in the-confidence of a..certain vic- 

Athenion falls tory, Athenion,. with a .confiderable body of 
upon the the natives, took the Jews off their: guard, and 
Jess tir’d ~ attack’d them by furprize, . difperfing them 
and carcleS Without. much difficulty; and in the purfuit 
thenva total Over bogs and crags, which the Jews were not 
overthrow. acquainted with, did great execution. Upon 
this defeat the Arabians took heart; rallied 

and re-inforced the battle, following the chace 

with fo terrible a flaughter, that but a very 

fmall party of this great body got off. ‘The 

king finding the cafe defperate, and his troops 


overborn with numbers, pofted away with all |. 


poffible {peed for relief; but before he could 
bring’ it.up, the: Jews camp was taken and 
pillag’d; fo that here was a victory gain’d 
beyond all hope or-imagination, and a power-- 
ful enemy deftroy’d,.both in one, by:the means. 
of an unexpected furprize. Herod was forced 
after this difaiter, to betake himfelf to depre- 


dations and incurfions upon the Arabians, and |. 


to encamp in the faftnefics of the mountains, 
without daring to expofe his army to the fate- 
ofabattle; but this was not time utterly loft, 


however, for the. kccping his men in breath } 


and exercife, and inuring them to all the du- 
tics of military difcipline, he put them in 
condition to atone in fome degree for the ho. 
nour they had loft, . 








CHAP. VIL 


A dreadful carthquake in Judea. The Fews fue 
fora peace, and the Arabians put their anuibaf- 
fadors to death, . 


N the feventh year of the reign of Herod, 

and the year of the famous battle of Ac- 
tium, there happen’d in Judea the moft dread- 
fal carthquake that ever had been heard of. It 
devour’d a great number of their cattle ; and 
there perifh’d ten, choufand mea in their towns, 
by. the ruins of tlic haqufes that were ever- 
turn’d ; but the foldicrs in the open air cfcap’d 
better, becaufe there was nothing over their 
heads to fall upon them. It is not to, be ima- 
gin’d how proud and infolene the Arabians 
aed upon the news of this calamity:; which, 
how dreadful foever in che truth, was yet 
further aggravated in the report ;. for they 


A dreadful 
earthquake in 
Jaden. 












low’d up, and the nation no longer in condi- 

tion to make head againft them. In this di- The Jews fue 
ftrefs they fent their “ambafladors to the Ara- fora peace, 
bians to fue’ for peace ; who not only feized ao ADE SENG 
and put them to death, but foon after advanced their dabat 
with an army againit them. The--Jews were fadors to 
fo difpirited under the fenfe of the deplorable death 

and hopelefs ftate of their affairs, that they 

gave all for loft, publick ‘and priyate, without 

either minding what_became'of thé govern- 

ment, or daring to ftand .cheir ground upon 

the approach of theenemy.. .The:kirig did all 

that was poffible, to .fapport- and ‘encourage 

them in this abandon’d ‘defperation, by court 

ing and. cajoling them ‘into a. neceflary refolu.- 

tion of .defending :‘themfelves.... There were 

fome, even of the more generous: fort of his 

people, that while. the. wound. was frefh and 

green, were not to be dealt’ withal-by counfel 

or reafon; but Herod, ‘having brought them 

to a more tractable temper, by this: frank: way 

of proceeding, deliver’d what he ‘had to fay. 

by way. of comfort and encouragement to the 

army, in words to this.effet: = 








CHAP. VIIL- 
Herod’s [peech to the army, with a frate of the 
' war, and of the cafe. The Fews take. courage; 
aad beat the Arabians out of the field. Lhe 
Arabians in a miferable diftrefs for want of 
water ; and they deliver up themfelves to Herod 
jor protection. . ead es 


OU cannot be ignorant, fays he, my Herod's 

: brave fellow companions and foldiers, fpeech to the 
ye of. the difficulties and misfortunes we have *™Y- 
;, eheounter’d. of late, to our very great dif- 

appointment; and in truth, it is no wonder 
“* to fee, even the greateft refolutions ftagger’d 
** at it; but confidering that the war is incvie 
“ tably brought home to our doors, and chat 
\* “there is nothing: as yet has befallen us, but 
** may in fome degree be repair’d by valour 
/ and conduét, I look upon it to be my part 
|“ ‘to raife and enliven your fpirits, and to lay 
** before you the means of recovering your 
‘¢ primitive virtue. 

‘* ‘To begin with the war; you are to con The ftate of 
** fider firft, the juftice of it, and then the the war, and 
‘¢ moft injurious ‘provocations to it; two of of the cue. 
'** the moit powerful impulfes in nature to men 
*© of honour and courage. I fhall then thew 
* you that our misfortuncs are not fo hopelcfa 
“© and infuperable as they may appear to: be. 
*¢ ‘To fpeak in the firft place to the firft arti- 
*© cle; that is to fay, the juftice of the caufe, 
*€ be yourfelves the judges and the witncflee 
*© of what Iam about to fay. As to the Ara- 
** bians, you know them very well to be an 
‘© impious and a barbarous genciaon of pco-. 
*€ ple, without cither cruth or honefty; and 
‘© that they lic under this character wherever 
“ they have todo, But they have. been fo to 
*€ ns ina tranfcendant manner, as if we had 
“ been fingled out for the mark of their ava- 
rice and envy, above all others. To pafe 
* over their ingraticude for other obligations, 
“* what was ic but my intereft with Anthony 
* chat prevented their falling under the yoke 
“ of Cleopatra? And it was for my fake again, 

shat 


“| 
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“ that Anthony was otherwile fo caly to them, 
* ont of a tendernets he had, not to do any 
© thing that J might take ill; and fo for the 
* portions cf land out of both provinces, that 
“Cleopatra obtaincd from Anthony, what 
“ was it but my induttry there alfo that fet- 
* tled the whole matter; partly by the pre- 
“ fents I made him at my own coft, and partly 
“ the’ * two hundred talents I undertook to 
“ pay myfelf, and two hundred more that I 
“ cave fecurity for? Notwithttanding that 
“ jeveral parcels of the land that pay chcir 
“ parts coward this tribute, and are at prefent 
“ In their pofictlion, do of right belong to the 
“ Jews, who in equity ought to pay no tri- 
** bute at all, efpeciaily upon the account of 
«© the Arabians that ftand indebted to us, even 
“ tor their very prefervation. But ic feems 
“ more unreafonable yet, for a nation that 
** enjoy their liberty by our favour, as they 
** have confefs’d it over and over with a thou- 
“* fand thanks, to refufe us a juft debt now at 
“ laft, in a time of amity and peace, and to 
“© Violate that faith to their friends, which has 
‘* hitherto been held facred even among enc-~ 
“mies. But thefe are a fort of people worfe 
** than the reft of mankind, who underftand 
*" no honefty but profit, and account nothing 
*© a crime that’s done for gain. Whatis there 
** more in our cafe now, than the unquettion- 
** able liberty of calling a faithlefs enemy to 
** an account by a juft war? Now this is but 
* according to the will and precept of God 
‘* himfelf, who gives us both command and 
* authority to right thofe who fuffer wrong- 
“ tully under the power of violence and o 

“ preffion. elpecially in a ftate of hoftilicy, not 
* only juft, but neceflary; as what could be 
** more horrid, or a greater affront to human 
** fociety, even in the judgment of both 
** Greeks and Barbarians, than that execrable 
** outrage of theirs upon the perfons of our 
“* ambaifadors, a minifterial order of men, 
“ whofe character is every where held facred 
S- and inviolable, and with the Jews as much 
“as any other; for what are the angels and 
“ the meflengers of God, from whom we have 
** received the knowledge ot his blefled will 
“© and commandments, but a glorious fort of 
“* ambatiadors? And it is by this way of me- 
*© diation that we are brought to the know- 
“© ledge of our duty to our maker, and to the 
** means of living peaccably one with another. 
pudge now, if any thing can be more in- 
** human, than to deftroy the only competent 
“ provifion God hath given us tor the well. 
** being and quict of mankind, and to cut off 
* thofe neceflary minifters in the very cxecu- 
“ tion of their office. How can thefe people 
“ now ever expeét cither to profper in war, or 
‘© to be happy in peace, after fuch an ufurpa- 
“¢ tion upon the natural equity and common 
“ privileges of human focicty? For my own 
** part, 1 cannot find that they have one word 
** to fay tor themfelves;, if ic fhall be fug- 
“* gefted, that we have juftice and equity on 
“our fide, but they a ftronger human force 
** and power onthceirs. This is a way of ar- 
“ puing not to be admitted by people that have 
“ been better taught, and who know where- 
** ever juttice is, God is; and that numbers 
and ftrength can never prevail againft him, 
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“ Bur extraordinary cafes apart: Ict us 
reafon the matter a little upon the fquare, 
and fet force againft force. In the firft bat. 
tle we were too hard for them; and in the 
fecond they prefently gave way and fied be. 
fore us, upon the very firft fhock. When 
we were abfolure mafters of the field, Athe- 
nion fell upon us, contrary both to law 





* and honour; for there was no war declar’d. 


Will you give this aétion the name of va- 
lour, or of perfidy; or make any thing 
more of it than a fuccefsful piece of injul+ 
tice? That is not a time to fink in our cou- 
rage, when we have fo much ground for 
hope. Why fhould we be afraid now of 
thofe that we have always beaten whenever 
we had todo with them, upon fair and ho- 
nourable terms? men that never pretended 
to a vitory but by fraud and foul play. 
But put the cafe now that they were va- 
liant indeed, that very confideration fhould 
be a fpurto men of honour to encounter 
them ; for there’s no reputation to be gotten 
by the baffling of a feoundrel ; but it is the 
glory of one brave man to overcome an- 
other. If any of you fhould be ttagger’d 
at the thought of cur domeftic broils, or the 
judgment perhaps of our late earthquake, 
*tis a main point that the Arabians will find 
themfelves mightily miftaken in the opinion 
of, and in reckoning upon the calamity to 
be much greater than ic was; neither is 
there the leaft colour of reafon in the world, 
why any thing fhould difcourage us, be= 
caufe it emboldens them; and they have no 
ground in nature for their confidence, but 
that they take us to be broken-hearted, and 
defponding ; fo that we have no more to 
do to humble their infolence, than gene= 
roufly to bear up againft our own misfor~ 
tunes; and the more confiderable we make 
ourfelves, the lefs confiderable we thall find 
the enemy. Neither are we fo defpicable 
as we are fuppos’d to be; for our difap- 
pointment has nothing in it that looks like 
a fatality; but we are to reckon upon it 
among the common chances of war. If 
God brought this evil upon us, it is as cer= 
tain that he remov’d it from us too, ac- 
cording to his merciful method of punifh= 
ing finners, without deftroying them; but 
for 2 more convincing argument of God’s 
approbation of our proceeding in this war, 
do but abferve what a fignal evidence he has 
been pleas’d to give us in favour of ir. 
What clearer manifeftation of God’s dit 
tinguifhing goodnefs toward you could you 
defire, than that when fo many thoufands 
of other people up and down the province, 
were taken away by this devouring carth= 
quake, not one foldier fuffer’d in it; and 
who knows, if the whole nation had been 
engag’d in the fame caufe, but the pic- 
ty of ic might poflibly have averted the 
judgment? Keep this peo este in your 
thought, with this further comfort and af~ 
furance, that you have the Almighty for 
your protector; and take this along with 
you too, that you have right on your fides, 
and a moft impious generation of men to 
deal withal, a pcople faithlefs to friends 
and allics, private and publick ; bold only 





* Sec the value of two hundred Jewith talents in page 380. of this book. 
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Book XV. 





Chap. VILL. 


The Jews 


gke courage fire to be in a€tion 5 


gud beat the 
Arabians ou 
of the field. 


Their mife- 
nble diftrefs 
for want of 
water. 


They dclive 


upthem elves 


to Herod's 
protection, 


“ in facrilegious and unmanly murders, and 


the Antiquities of the JEWws. 


CHAP. TX. 


« not the Heart to look a refolure enemy iD | Frrod pug'd up with a cheap viftory. Anthony 


“ rhe face.” 


Turs harangne of Herod’s fet the Jews on 
fo that making ufe of the 
; opportunity, he facrificed in form, and march’d 
away immediately toward the Arabians be- 
yond Jordan, where he encamp’d. ‘There was 
2 cattle betwixt the two armies, which both 
parties, it feems, had an cy¢ upon, as 4 place 
of great advantage, in cafe either of dccamp- 
ing, or of a battle. The firft point in difpute 
was the gaining of this poft, which began in 
a skirmifh at a diftance, with darts and launces ; 
but drawing nearer one another by degrees, it 
came in the end to a clofe engagement, with 
lofs of men on both fides, till in the conclu- 
fion the Arabians turn’d their backs, and quit- 
ted the field. ‘This fuccefs put the Jews in 
fach heart, finding the Arabians fo cow’d, that 
they puth’d them to their very trenches, where 
for a while they made a fhow in a diforderly 
way, of fome fort of refiftance; but it was fo 
faint, that there was not to be {een cither in 
their looks or a¢tions, the leaft hope of pre- 
vailing. ‘They fought it however after their 
way, partly encourag’d by their numbers, and 
partly forced upon it by the inevitable necef- 
firy of cither fighting or dying, till at laft, 
after a long conteft, anda great deal of blood 
fpilt, they were put to a total rout; and with 
fo terrible a flaughter, that betwixt thofe that 
fell by the enemy’s fwords and their own, and 
thofe that were trod to death in the crowd, 
they wanted five thoufand of their number ; 
the rcft making away. to their camp, but 
with a miferable profpeét before them; for they 
had neither provifions nor water to fubfitt 
upon. And in this deplorable condition 
the Jews coop’d them up fo clofe, that 
theré was no room left either for relief or 
cfcape. 

In this extremity they fent out a requeft to 
Herod by their deputies, that he would either 
grant them a peace, or but the charity of cold 
water to quench their parching thirft, but 
Herod was fo bent upon his revenge, that he 
would not fo much as hear of any thing of 
ambafladors or prefents from them, nor gratify 
them in any thing whatfoever they defir’d. 
Wichin the compafs of five days after this, a 
matter of four thoufand of them came out, 
and offer’d themfelves to captivity and chains, 
to avoid the more infupportable calamity of 
a raging drought, On the fixth day all the 
reft made a fally by confent, and attack’d the 
beficgers, chufing rather a prefent certainty of 
death, than to expofe themfclvcs with infamy 
to the lingring torment of it, In this defpe~ 
ration they iflued out of their camp, but 
without cither fpirics or ftrength anfwerable to 
the pretence of fuch an a¢tion; only they 
fought their death as the only eafe their con- 
dition was capable of. There fell feven thou- 
fand of them upon the firft encounter; and 
this overthrow taught them to their coft, that 
Herod was a great captain, and not to be treat- 
ed at chat rate, and thereupon they dcliver’d 
themfclves up to his protection. 
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defeated at Adium. Herod is for taking Flyr- 
canus out of the way; a foft eafy prince. Alex= 
andra, a2 Ofpiring turbulent woman, writes to 
Malchus to inet her with a party at the lake 
of Afphaltitis. Dofithexs fhews Herod the let~ 
ter ; and after that the anfwer. Hyrcanus is 
examin’d upon it, and put to death. The whole 
Jfrory thought to be a contrivance of Herod's. 
The hiftory of Hyrcanus. Herod goes prefently 
to Celar, and commits his government to bis 
brother Pheroras; leaves his relations in Maf~ 
fada, and his wife in Alexandrion; Fofeph 
aud Sohemus their keepers. 


383 


' I THIS viétory elevated Herod to fuch 4 Yerod puf- 
degree of vanity in his own thoughts, fed up with 
and of reputation in the -vorld for a great man this victory. 


at arms, that he returned home in the full 
poffeffion of his uttermoft wifhes; but in the 
very rapture of this imaginary eftablifhment 
of his fortune, he had the mortification to re- 
ceive the fad and woful news of Anthony’s 


being defeated at Actium by Auguftus, upon Anthony's 
which he gave himfelf up for a loit man ; and defeat at Ac- 


it was not his thought alone neither, but 
friends and foes were all of the fame opinion, 
and that Auguftus would never forgive any 
man that had been fo great a friend to Antho- 
ny. The former were fo plain with him, as 
not to difguife the apprehenfion they had of his 
ruin; the other, under a pretence of condo~ 
ling with him, were neverthelefs heartily glad 
at the hopeful profpeét they had of better 
things, 


tium. 


It ran in Herod’s head, that Hyrca= Herod is for 


nus being the only furviving branch of the fa- taking Hyr- 
mily, ic Would be much for his intereft to have (inns One of 


him taken out of the way, whatever might be-~ 
come of himfelf, with a refpeét to Cefar, for 
whether he efcap’d his difpleafure, or fell un- 
der it, he did not think it fafe to have fo fair 
a pretender betwixt himfelf and the govern- 
ment; befide that, on the other hand, he gra~ 
tified his end by cutting him off from the fuc- 
ceffion. While he was cafting about in his 
thoughts what to do, the very family of Hyr- 
canus furnifh’d him with an occafion to bring 
him to a refolution. 


all things to chance, and a perfon content 
under all conditions; but his daughter Alcx- 
andra, on the contrary, was a woman of an 
afpiring turbulent temper; impotent in her 


the had of a change. 
preffing and tampering with her father, to be- 
think himfelf of fome way to deliver his fa- 
mily from the oppreffions and perfecutions of 
Herod, and to provide in time for his own fe« 
curity, in the profpeét and contemplation of 
his better fortune. Her advice was, that he 
fhould write to Malchus, at that time govcr- 
nor of Arabia, defiring him, ifthere fhould be 
oceafion, to reccive him into his protection 5 
for if it fhould be Herod’s hap to fall under 
the difpleafure of Cefar, he could not fail of 
pone reftor’d to his dignicy, having an indif+ 
putable right of title, and the good-will of 
the people, clearly on his fide. 


5E FIyreanus 


the way. 


This fame Hyrcanus he fryrcanus a 
knew to be a man of a foft cafy naturc; one foft caly 
that had ever been averfe to bufincfs, leaving prince. 


Alexandra, 


fc sae of an afpirin 
paffions, and manifeftly over-joy d in the hope tarbuldar & 


This woman was Still jpiric, 


354. 








FLAVIUS JOSEPHUS 


ot 


DOOK XY. 


Hyacaxcs for a good while would not) red. He was now upward of cighty years of 


give ear to her perfuations; bute being plied | 
dav and night to the fame tune with hopeful 
encouragements on the one fide, and the trea- 
cherous practices of Herod on the other, he 
fatter’d himfelf to be over-born in the end, by 
the importunity of a woman; and fo wrote to 
the Arabian, and committed the charge of the 
letter to one Dofitheus, in fubftance to this 
purpofe : That he would fend him a party of! 
horfemen to the lake Afphaltitis, about thre * 
This lettes 


age; and not ignorant that Herod was fate 
in the eftablithnicnt of his power, and hindfelt 
on the wrong fide ot Euphrates, having icit 
his friends behind him, and all this in fubmil- 
fion to his dominion. Now tor Hyrcanus to 
attempt a thing in appearance fo impracticable, 
and otherwife fo contrary to his genius and 
inclination, no mortal can pretend to believe, 
or that there was any thing more in the whole 
ttory than a merce 
Herod’s. 


practice and contrivance of +). siliate 


hundred furlongs from Jerufalem. 
was the rather entrufted to Dofithcus, as a con- 
fident both of Hyrcanus and Alexandra; and 
in regard that he was look’d upon as an enemy 
to Herod; not only for the purcing of his 


ory fate cee 
Puis was the end of Hyrcanus, after aed tor + pric. 
f{trange varicty of fortune ina long and a trou- tice of Cle 
a oy . > rods 
blefome life. He was advanced to the ponti- ‘The hifory 
ficate in the reign of his mcther Alexandra 3 of Hyrcsis, 


Dofitheus 
Shews it to 
Herod, car- 
rics ir ft 





kiafman Jofeph to death, but tor the fake of 
his brothers that were difpatch’d fome time 
before by Anthony at Tyre. But all this was 
hot enough yet to keep Dofitheus crue to his 
truft; fo that he rather chofe to make an in. 
terett wich che prefent king, and went and 
fhewed him the letter, who gave him thanks 
for the good office; deliring only one thing 
farther of him, which was, that he fhould 
make it up again and feal it, and fo carry ir 
forward to Malchus, and receive his anfwer ; 
tor it would much concern him, he faid, to fee 
how the other behav’d himfelt upon it. Do- 
fithcus acquitted himfelf punétually of his 
commiffion, and brought back with him_ the 
Arabian’s anfwer, which was to this cficct: 


upon whofe deccafe, after nine years exccution 
ot his office, he fucceeded to the government. 
In three months aiter this he was driven out 
by his brother Ariftobulus ; but reftor’d after 
that, by Pompey, to the poffeflion of all his 


dignities, which he enjoy’d for the fpace of 


forty years. He was once again then dethron’d 
by Antigonus; had his ears cut off, and car~ 
ried away prifoner to the Parthians. He had 
not been there long, but he was fet at liberty, 


and came back again; promifing himielf migh- 


ty matters from the friendihip of Herod, who 
was fo far from anfwering his cxpce¢tations, 
that on the contrary, after fo many turns and 
crofics of a vexatious fortune, he caufed him 
to be put to an infamous death in the extre~ 


rae brings *€ Thac he was ready to entertain himfelf and | mity of his old age. He was, in fine, aman 
coe tats his family ; and thatif he brought the whole} of cmincnt candor, juftice, and modcration; 
wer. 





TOS CX- 








canes, tion, whether he held any intelligence with| any colour of law, or equity, coft him his 

fhew, iumcthe Nfalchus or not, who faid, None at all; and | life. 

pac thereupon Herod produc’d the letter, had it} So foon as Herod had made fure of Hyrca~ p3.054 oes 
Hyreanes pe: fead publickly, and order’d Hyrcanus to be| nus, he went his way prefently to Cefar, but away preiint 
rodeathu;on put to death. This is the ftory as we find it| without any thought of favour from him, toe ly to Cotar. 


it, 


“ party of the Jews along with him, that were 


in thac intercit, they fhould be all welcome ; 
and thac he would fend him a convoy for 
their fatery ; and, in fine, that he was ready 
to ferve him to all manner of purpofes.” 
Herod, upon the receipt of this letter, called 
Hyreanus to him, and ask’d him the quci- 


<< 


in Herod’s commentarics, though ’tis reported 
feveral ways. Some will have it, that he was 
puc to death fora conipiracy, and not for the 
crime that is here fuggeited 5 and write,‘* That 
“© Herod put it to Hyrcanus once at an entcr- 
tainment, and without any fhew of fufpi- 
cion; whether he had recetved any letters 
trom Malchus. He faid, yes indeed he 
had; but they were only letters of courfe 
and common civility, Herod went then 
a licele farcher with him, and ask’d if he 
had never receiv’d any preients trom him. 
He faid yes he had; but they were only 
“ four horics for his pleafure.’” ‘The king 
would have this to be treafon and corruption, 
and had him prefently taken away for it, and 
executed. Many are of opinion after all this 
yet, that he diced innocent, and upon very 
good grounds too; for he was known to be a 
man of the mott mild difpoficion that cver 
was heard of; fo modeft and temperate, that 
he was not guilry of onc rafh action in the 
whole courfe of his life ; no, not fo much as 


« 
“ee 
“cc 
a 
“ 
““ 
“ 
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but a lover of his cafe, and fo confcious to 
himfelf of his own infufficicncy for the offices 
of a publick adminittration, that for the moft 
part he entrutted the charge into other hands. 
This facility of Hyrcanus was the making of 
Antipater’s and Herod’s fortunes, and it was 
fo order’d, that this goodnefs of his, without 


ward a man that had fo heartily efpoufed the 
caufe of Anthony. He had a ftrong fufpicion 
of Alexandra; and not knowing what advan- 
tage fhe might makc of his abfence, toward the 
ftirring up of the people to a rebellion, he 
lodg’d the government in the hands of his bro- 
ther Pheroras; difpofing of his mothcr Cypris, 
with the fifter, and other relations, into the 
caftle of Maflada, appointing his brother, in 
cafe any mifchict fhould befal him, to main- 
tain his poft, and continue the adminiftracion 
in his own name. As to his wife Mariamnc, 
he placed her in Alexandrion, with her mother 
Alexandra, there being fo great a feud betwixt 
his wife, his mother, and his fifter, that there 
could be no thought of their living quietly to- 
gether. He put the government of the fort 
into the hands of a couple of try’d and trufty 
friends, Jofeph his treafurer, and Sohemus an 
Iturean, under a oor of doing honour to 
thefe puneey es ut with private order over 
and above, fo foon as ever they fhould come 
to be certainly inform’d of any violence upon 


in the liberties of his youth, or the exercife| his perfon, immediatcly to deftroy them both; 
of his authority; for he govern’d altogether and to the uttermott of their power, fecure the 
by the advice of Antipater, the father of He-| government to his fons, and to his brother. 





* Three hundred furlongs were about feventy four miles and a half Englith meafure. 


CHA P. 


T Ie commits 
his g vern- 
ment to his 
brother Phe- 
roriis; leaves 
his relaveny 
in Matiada, 
and his wilt 
in Alexan- 
drion. 


ofeph and 
Sohemns thet 
keepers. 





Chap. X. . the Antiquities of the JEWS. 





A generous {peech of Herod’s to Cefar, which is 








“ that may encourage you to make trial of it 
* yourfelf; for whether it be to Cefar, or to 
‘“€ Anthony, the dignity of the chara¢ter will 
* be ftillthefame.” . 


CHAP. &. 






extremely well receiv’d, and hehimfelf vefettled| | 
in his government. Herod intercedes for Alex-| with an air fo generous, and accompany’d 
ander, but Auguftus bad bound himfelf up by a| withfo moving a grace, that Auguftus, who 
wow: So that nothing could be done iz it. He | hadin him naturally a greatnefs and benignity 
waits upor Cefar at Ptolemais, where he hada | of mind, was not able to refift the charms of 
moft magnificent reception, his very defence: Infomuch, that treating him 

with fingular inftances of humanity and efteem, 
O foon as Herod had given all neceffary | he bad him take up his crown again, and be 
orders, he haften’d away to Rhodes to | the fame friend for the future to himfelf, that 


find out Cefar there. Upon his arrival, he | he had formerly been to Anthony ; giving alfo 


took off his crown, and laid it afide; but for 
the reft of his royal robes, he kept them with- 


to underftand that * Capidius had made him 
fenfible of the good offices Herod had done 





out fhifting them. Upon Cefar’s admitting |himin the matter of the gladiators, When 
him to his audience, he gave anoble teftimony | Herod came to find thefe fair words follow’d 
of the greatnefs of his mind; and without a- | with anfwerable effects; as the re-inftating of 


ny fubmiffion, excufes, or fupplications, as is | him in his kingdom, with a decree of the fe- 
common in fuch cafes, he made a frank report | nate, to fecure him the poffeffion of it; andal 
of matter of faét, without the formality of |this done by the fpecial favour and procure- 
any crouching preface, or apology. ment of Cefar, which was a felicity fo much £ 

beyond Herod’s expectation, that nothing of the fenate. 


A frank and i 


ugenerous 
fpeech of He- ¢ 
rodto Cefar. ¢ 
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fhould be provopein us. 


in filver amonnted to two hundred feventy three d 
millions three hundred and eighty thoufand pounds Englifh money. 


¢ 
¢ 
G 
¢ 
‘¢ 
¢ 
¢ 


n 


¢ 
¢ 
¢ 
¢ 
c 
¢ 
¢ 
c 
¢ 
¢ 
€ 
¢ 


a 


¢ 





« Tam not come hither, great Cefar, fays he, 
to difown the facrednefs of a friendfhip I] could be more furprizing to him. Upon this 
have ever had for Anthony, andI fhall take | eftablifhment, he arrended Auguftus into Egypt, 
a farther freedom to declare, that he fhould | treating himfelf and his friends upon the way 
have been mafter of the world, if I could | with a magnificence’of pomp and prefents, f{uit- 
havemadehim fo. *Tis trae, I wasnot per- | able to the perfon and the obligation; and 
fonally in the laft battle with him; for my |every way anf{werable to the largencfs of his 





Turse words of Herod’s were deliver’d Cefar treats 
him with a 
fingular re- 
fpect ; 


| and fettles 


him in his 


overnment 
y a decree 


commiffion call’d me away againft the Ara- heart. He did what he could with Cefar on pyerod inter 
bians 5 but at the fame time, I ferv’d him |the behalf of Alexander, a friend of Antho- cedes for A- 
to the utcermoft of my power with money |ny’s, toward the gaining of his pardon, but lexander ; but 
and provifions ; and 1 was forry I could do | Auguftus having ty’d himfelf up bya folemn ae oo 


2 


no more too; for fuch was the tendernefs I | vow not to {pare him, his requeit could not be gare him, 


had for Anthony, and fuch my obligations | granted. 

to him, that I reckon’d my life as mucha| Tue Jews, that upon this turn, gave He- 
debt to him ; andit waseffectually as much |rod for loft, were in fuch an amazement at 
at his devotion, as my fortune: But fince | his coming back greater than he wentout, that 
T could not be with him at Actium, I muft | they look’d upon him asa perfon under the 
yet juttify myfelf, that I had ftill the fame |care of a peculiar providence, that turn’d all 
affeétion for his perfon and caufe, after that | his perils and difgraces to his advantage. 

fatal day, that 1 had before: Neither did| Wen Cefar was now upon his return out 
I fo much as waver, at this change of for-|of Egypt, Herod went out to mect him at 





tune, 
Nay, in thofe occafions, 


Herod waits 

- 3 : 3 ‘ uponCefar at 
toward the changing of my party. | Ptolemais,where he treated him with an incre- Prolemais, : 
when I could not | dible ftate and expence; andnot only himfclf, and treats 


afift him with my arms, I never fail’d to | but his whole army too, whom he fupply’d him with all 


kingdom into his own hands, as the only familiarity, with him; infomuch that they two 
courfe in nature to preferve him. And if |rode together commonly, while their troops 
he had taken this precaution, I darc appeal | were drawing out. Herod, having at hand 
to Cefar himfelf, whether he would not |a train of a hundred and fitty perfons, richly 
have thought it reafonable to have treated | habited, and perfeétly well inftructed in the 
with him ac this inftant upon fairer terms; | province that was committed to their charge, 
but he chofe rather to go another way to ]ic was thcir bufinefs to attend the fervice of 
work; and for want of confideration, ad- | Cefar and his friends in their paflage, and to 
vanced your intereft inftcad of his own.| provide, that ncither himfelf nor his army 
Now if you fhall think the worfe of me for |{hould want cithcr wince or water, Ict the 
taking part with Anthony, becaufe you were | ways be never fo dry and barren: Which gave 
his profets’d cnemy, this fhall not hinder | him a mighty reputation among the foldicrs. 
me yet froni owning and juftifying the fer- | He prefented Ccfar, infinc, with cight -}hun- 
vices I have done him, and the refpeét 1] dred talents, and gave fo univerfal a fatisfac- 
have ever had for him. But if you fhall|tion, that they paid a greater veneration to 
be pleas’d now to confider the quality, the | the dignity of his mind than to that of his 
fricndfhip, abftrated from the circumftan-|crown. Upon this gencrofity of behaviour, 
ces of the perfon, you will find inthe faich | in the improvement of fo fignal an opportuni- 
and gratitude of the cafe, fomewhat perhaps/ty to fhew himfelf; and afterward, the fame 








* Cafaubon fhews that the true reading is Q, Didius, or Bentidius, and that inftead of povepyes in the original, it 
See Exercit. t. Ann, DCCXXIV. See the wars of the Jews, 11. c. 15. . 

+ Wight hundred Jewifh talents weighed ninety onc thoufand two hundred _and fifty pounds; and their value 
. cheutind feven hundred and fifty pounds; and in gold, to for 


manner 


ferve him with my advice, which was to | with all manner of ncceflaries. Upon this oc- Tonificence 


: Ce ; Serene. and fplen- 
cut off Cleopatra in time, and feize her | cafion, Cefar took him, in a friendly way of gon! fons 


our, 








‘ : % eT 2 
muanner of retpeét over again to ayers others 


i : ir path cc 
ot the eminent Romans, in their patlage out /* 


ot Egypt: All people gave him the charac~ 
ter oi the mot illuitrious prince living. 








CHAP. NIL 


Hered’s family in a wretched diferder; his wife 
and nictber prifoners. His order to Joop es 
Zout defiroying Martane, ran in ber ee . 
Sokenss, the women’s keeper, reveals the plot 
to Marianne: Whofe beart being fet agatft 
ber busband, makes bim raging mad; and the 
quotber and lifter enflame it. The death of Au- 
thony and Cleopatra, Hered pofts away to du- 
gifius in Ezypt, and finds bimfelf more in Ce- 
far’s favour than ever. Herod an aubappy 
man fill, inall bis glory. Mariantie, @ w0- 
auan of fingular honour and virtue. Herod 
courts Mariamne, and fe defpifes hin. A 
plot upon her life. Herod puts Sobemus to death. 
Mariamne try’d alfo, fentenc’d and executed. 
Mariaane’s conftancy to the laft. -Hered’s hor- 
ror of confcience. A raging plague in Ferut/a- 
lent. Herod under a judicial diftemper,  Alex- 
andra coatrives the getting of fome frrong forts 
into ker hands: She is difcover’d and executed. 
Herca’s outrageous cruelties, Coftobarus and o- 
thers ard with a Sor againft Herod, 
and all deftroy’d, A plot upon Herod in the 
theatre, difcover'd by a py. The confpirators 
oun the plot. They are put to death, and the 
informer torn to pieces. A difcovery extorted 
zy terments, Herod fortifes Samaria. 


EROD at his return to his kingdom, in 

the very height of all his glory, found 

a diforder’d family, and his wife and mother- 
in-law highly incenfed againft him, for they 
look’d upon themfelves, (and not without rea~ 
fon) rather as prifoners in that caftle, than as 
there depofited for the fecurity of their per- 
fons; and it was no fmall mortification to 
them alfo to confider, that they had not the 
command there of any thing in the world. 
Mariamne was ftrongly pofle{s’d with an opi- 
nion that all her husband’s countenances of 
love to her, were only difguife and pretext 
for his own convenience. But the thing at 
lait that fhe took moft heinoufly, was her huf- 
band’s refolution not to fuller her to furvive 
him in cafe of his death. She could not for- 
get the bloody order her husband had givento 
Jofeph : So that the had no other way of fafc- 
ty lett her, unlefs fhe could {weeten her keep. 
crs; Sohemus efpecially, for her life was ma- 
nitettly in his hands, He ftood his integrity a 
while atthe beginning, and kept truc to his 
trult; but upon the women’s plying him with 
Victle faveurs, and fair words, he gave way by 
little and little; and in the end, blabs the 
y hole ttory of Herod’s inftructions ; which he 
theught he might do withthe more fafety, fince 
he cook it lorgranted, Herod would never re- 
turn home with the fame power he was invef- 
ted with when he went out; and therefore he 
argucd with hirnfelf thus: ‘ As there is no 
«* danger of him, fays he, onthe one hand, fo 
‘ I fhall be fure of the princefles to be my 
“¢ friends on the other; and by this means fe- 
* cure myfelf{ againft all chances: Or put the 
“° cafe, fayshcagain at worft, and that Herod 
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fhould fucceed in every thing to his with, 

he has, to my knowledge, fo doting a paf- 

fion for Mariamnc, that he will never do 

* any thing without her’? Upon thefe con- Sohemus dif. 

lidcrations, he difclofed the whole fecrer. covers the 

Now the thought of thefe repeated practices, peeves. 
: . mes 

one aftcr another upon the life of Mariamne, life; and turns 

gave her fuch a difguft for her husband, that 


ce 


ee 
ae 


her heart 
he made ic her daily prayer he might never againit her 
come alive back again; {uch was the dread busband. 
and horror fhe had at the very thought of liv- 

ing with him: And this was no more than fhe 

openly own’d awhile after, when fhe could 

difguife the matter no longer. 

Herop was fo elated withthe new and un- eee hin 
expected honours and preferments confer’d up- oe Pei 
on him, that he thought the time long (as he frit tidings of 
had reafon) till he brought Mariamne the firit his prefer- 
tidings ot ic himfelf; which he did with all ment. 
the tendernefles of kifles and embraces, as the 
woman.otthe world he had the greateft value 
for. But while he was amplifying upon the Mariamne 
{tory of his good fortunes, his wite recciv’d es 
him with anair of carelefnefs and indifferency Coreleis re- 
all the while, giving no heed to what he faid. turn, 

The flight indecd wasa little tooopen; but fhe 

being a woman of candor and fincerity, gave 

to underftand inhercountenance, that Herod’s 

good news and carefles were rather trouble- 

fome to her, than agreeable. Sothat he was 

no longer tormented with a jcaloufy, but it 

was now comce to a demontftrative certainty of 

what he fear’d; for his wife’s averfion to him yi. indi¢. 
was by this time fo manile(t, that what with ference made 
indignation to fee his love fo defpis’d, and Herod raging 
what with the confufion he was in betwixt the ™4- 
tranf{ports of his rage, and his affection, fuch 

was his diftraction under the violence of thefe 

two cxtremes, that he was as it were torn to 

Pieces by different paffions, while his tender- 

nefs drew him this way, and his refentments 

hurry’d him that: So that he could not grati- 

fy the one withour giving offence to the other. 

But the thing he moit of all dreaded was this, 

left in taking a prefent revenge upon his wife, 

he might draw aworfe mifchicf upon his own 

head in the confequence, when he fhould come 

to find afterward that he could not live with- 

out her, 

Wuuitre Herod was labouring in this reftlefs 
anxiety of thought how tobchave himfelf to- 
ward Mariamne, his mother and fitter could not The mother 
have with’d for a faircropportunity of blowing and fitter in- 
the coal, and of interpoling by calumnies and fame thic 
other ill offices, to inflame the outrageous jea- "8" 
lous humour of her husband againft her. They 
ply’d him, in fhort, with fuch fuggcftions, as 
though he could not abfolutcly rejeét, yer 
neither could he fo thoroughlybelieve rhem as 
irrevocably to deftroy a perfon he had fogreat 
a kindnefs for upon the credit of thatevidence. 

Herod however became every day more and 

more uncafy; and by degrecs harther to her: 

And as Mariamne on the other hand made no 
difficulty of difcovering hor difcontents, fo Hc- 

rod’s extreme aflcétion came by little and little 

to be tranfported into an embitter’d hatred: 

Infomuch that he might probably have put her 

to extremitics out of hand, if ic had not been 

for the news juft at that inftant of the death of phe death of 
Anthony and Cleopatra, and of Cefar’s being Anthony au 
at that time in the pofleffion of Egypt. Upon Cleop oe 
this intelligence, Herod haften’d away to Aue Herod 1’ 


5 : 7 ‘. s > away (2 Aus 
guftus; lcaving things at this pafs in his fami- gulls in ie 


ly, gypt. 
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his order, and fo addreffing himfelf to Herod 

with a face of gravity and bufinefs, he gave 

him to underftand, that Mariamne had been 

‘tempting him with money and rewards to pro- 

vide a philtre for him. The butler finding 

the king to be ftartled at it, told him farther, 

that having fuch a potion offer’d him, and 

not knowing what might be init, he thought 

it the fateft way, both for his majefty and for 

him{clf, to watt upon him-with this informa 

tion. Herod was fufficiently exafperated al- 

ready; but the furprize of this difcourfe made: 

him direétly outrageous; fo that he ‘order’d 

immediately the putting of a particular confi« 

dent of Mariamne’s to the torture, taking for 

granted that there was not any thing, little or 

great, that fhe would do without his privicy. 

As to the points he was queftion’d upon, there 

was nothing to be extorted from him; but ler« 

ting fall fome words in the anguifh.of. -his 

pains, hinting that it was fomcewhat Sohemus 

had told Mariamne, that made her fo uneafy. 

Herod burit out into an exclamation while the 

words were yet betwixt his lips; ‘* That Sc» 

“ hemus, who had ever been fo faithful. a fub- 

“ ject, and a patriot to his prince and country. 

* ‘would never have betray’d fuch a feeret as 

‘€ this was, but in the confidence and endear» 

“¢ ments of a lafcivious embrace.” In‘this very Herod in a fit 

inftant he appointed Sohemus to be feiz’d and OF jealoufy 

put to death ; fummoning his wife to anfwer Pets Sohemus 

for herfelf in a court of juitice, before a ca- oe a ale 

bal of his own creatures for her judges. ne for her lif, 

The charge exhibited againft her was’a pre- beforeacourt 

tended confpiracy to poifon the king. Herod of his own 

was fiercer and fouler upon her, both in words ““"""™* 

and in actions, than ftood with the dignity of 

a tribunal of juftice; and perceiving how he 

ftood affected, they all pronounced her guilty ; 

after his example. But yet, the fentence not- Mariamie re- 

withftanding, neither Herod himfelf, nor the ccives n- 

people about him, were of opinion for preci- a an of 

Picating the execution, but rather to keep her Salome is put 

in a prifon, than to take away her life; only to death. 

Salome and her faétion ftickled violently for 

the difpatching her out of hand, and the king 

was the more eafily prevail’d upon to agree to 

it, for fear of a revolt, the danger of which 

they fuggefted, when the people fhould under- 

ftand that the queen was yet living, This 

was the pretence that brought Mariamne to 

her end. 
ALEXANDRA, after this procceding upon her Alexandra's 

daughter, might reafonably cnough expeét that he"t failsher 

her own turn fhould be next; fo that for fear Fae tilede 

of the worft, fhe abandon’d her reputation to degree. 

fave her life ; and fell fo low, that her beha- 

viour was become a fcandal to her character. 

She was fo over zealous to purge herfelf of 

any confederacy with her daughter, that fhe 

made it her buiinefs to blacken her in all com+ 

panies, as the moft wicked and ungrateful of 

women, and to celebrate the jultice of re» 

warding her according to her defert, for fo 

barbarous a practice upon fo indulgent a huf- 

band; nay, her hypocrify was fo grofs, and. 

itrain’d fo high, that every body look’d upon 

it as ridiculous in che forced affectation of fo 

many cxtravagant outrages; as flying in the 

face of her daughter, and the like: but Ma- 

riamne. ftill, as they were leading her to her 

execution, pafs’d by all thefe intemperances, 

without one word of reply, or the leaft fign 

of perturbation, more than in her countenance, 

; ar for 


gohems has ly, and recommending Mariamne to Sohemus 
mefame OM over again, with acknowledgments of his for- 
mifhon #bout mer care and fideliry,-and the grant of a com- 
ae “ mand in Judea for a gratification. Upon this 
vod more congrefs in Egypt, Cefar treated Herod at an- 
in Celar’s ft- other rate of freedom and confidence than be- 
you th8 fore, and with divers inftances of a fingular 
eiSie? eftcem and refpeét; as he prefented him with 
the four hundred Gauls that had been of Cleo- 
patra’s guards ; putting him into pofleffion of 
that part of the country that Anthony had be- 
ftow’d upon Cleopatra; with the additional 
government of Gadara, Hippen, and Samaria; 
and toward the fea, of Gaza, Anthedon, Jop- 
pa, and the tower of Straton, which was no 
{mall acceffion of power and-fplendor to his 
royal ftate. 
Herod re- Wuen he had waited upon Cefar as far as 
turns to Jeru- Antioch, he went back again to Jerufalem, 
flen 3 2™- where he found himfelf as miferable at home, 
ferable_ man : 
wall his glo- 28 he had been fortunate abroad ; and that the 
ty: dazzling fatisfations of a crown were not fu 
ficient to balance the mortifications of an un- 
happy marriage, efpecially being a match on 
which he placed his chief felicity, and thought 
would be the greateft blcfling of ‘his life; tor 
no mortal ever doated upon a woman as he 
did upon Mariamne, and with an honourable 
Narianme a Palfion too; not but that fhe was a perfon pof- 
yoman of ho- fefs’d all this while to the higheft degree of a 
rour and vir- ferupulous chaftity;- but inclin’d by fits to a 
we buthu- peevifhnefs of temper, whereby the forgot all 
mourous. zi ae = 
refpeét tor her husband’s patiencc, authority, 
and power, even to the treating of him fomc- 
times in a contumclious and reproachful man- 
ner; but he bore every thing temperately and 
calmly,- notwithftanding fhe frequently car- 
tied her provocations fo high as to upbraid his 
mother and fifter at every turn, with the mean- 
nefs of their families; and this fo publickly 
too,: that. the fewd it rais’d among the women 
was implacable; belide, that it kept up the 
malevolent humour of calumnies and fcandals, 
Tuese jealoufics continued for a whole year 
after Herod’s coming back from Ccfar, and in- 
creafed daily, till in the end this following 
contrivance was put in execution. . ‘The king 
took an occafion once in the heat of the day 
to retire into his clofet to repofe himfelf, where 
Herod takes a kind fit taking him, he call’d for Mariamne; 
eee fhe went in to him, and upon his carefling of 
She treats his D¢®, Made no other return to all his dalliances, 
(alliances. | importunitics, and prayers, than that of a con- 
with fcorn, temptuous fcorntul repulfe; inveighing againft 
ieee a him at the famc time with bitternefs for the 
death of her death of her father and brother. Herod was 
fther and fo incenfed with the indignity of this affront, 
brother. that ftarting up ina rage, he could fearce for- 
bear laying violent hands upon her, His fif- 
ter hearing a difturbance, kept the butler in 
readinefs to difcharge himfelf of a4 commiffion 
that fhe had given him fome time before ; 
which was to go to the king with a flory, 
Aplot upon how Mariamne had been tampering with him 
eine to aflit her in the preparing of a love potion 
‘Meme ecy dor him 3; direéting him, if the king thould 
Mome and > : a9 
the butler, @8k what was in it, he fhould only uy; that 
it was of Mariamne’s ordering; and for the 
ingredients, that he knew nothing of them, 
his nee being only to prefent it; but in cafe 
_ the king made no further enquiry, he fhould 
hold his oes and there would be no hure 
done. The butler having his inftructions at 
his fingers ends, did every thing according to 




















FLA 


VIUS JOSEPHUS of 





Book XV. 


for the fhameful pare her mother had in fo: him over to be his own doétor; bidding him 


extravagant and {rantick a fccne. She_ de- 
meaned herfelt all the way, in fhort, with a 
Marjamne’s ferene conttancy of fpirit, and without fo much 
conttancy to as Changing colour upon the approach ob Ge 
the Latt. prehenfion of death. She died, in finc, a 
great as fhe liv’d, firm and fearlefs, to her la 
afp. 
2 Tea was the end of that virtuous gencrous 
princefs, a lady without exccption, had i 
not been of a temper too perverfe and hig! = 
fpirited. The charms of her beauty, the aan 
of her perfon, and the agrecable majcity © 
her converfation, werc not only iuperior to the 
excellencies of the reft of her fex, but even 
beyond expreffion too upon the comparifon. 
Now thefe advantageous gifts and qualitics 
were in a great meature the very caufe of her 
misfortune, in the uncafy life fhe led with her 
husband; for he ador’d her like a goddels ; 
denying her and croffing her in nothing 5 fhe 
did what fhe lifted, and took what liberty fhe 
pleas’d; nay, greater perhaps than the fhould 
have done, in the frequent reproaches fhe caft 
upon him, for the death of her relations. By 
this heedlefs way of aninconfiderate freedom 
the made herfelf hateful to her husband’s mo- 
ther and fitter, and in conclufion to 


loft, 
Tue paffion Herod 
life-time (which we 


. | 
himfeli 1“ 
@ . “ce 
too, whom ihe thought fhe could never have 


call for what he had a mind to, and. commit~ 
ting the event to providence. This was at 
Samaria, now called cbatftc. 

Wuen Alexandra, who was then at Jerufa- Alexandr 
lem, came to underftand Herod’s condition, contrives the 
the fet her wits at work how fhe might get getting of 
fome of the ftrong forts into her hand; and ihe rae a ss 
had an ecye upon two of them above the reft; the hand. 
one joining clofe to the temple, the other in 
the city; confidering that whoever is poflefs’d 
ot theie towers, may command the whole 
country and people: Forthe Jews will rather 
part with their lives than with thcir religion ; 
and as they cannot live without their. daily 
facrifices, io whoever commands thefe turrets 
have it at choice, whether they fhall have any 
facrifices or no. Alexandra, in purfuance of 
her defign, apply’d herfelf to the governors 
of theie torts after this manner: *¢ You well She movesir 
** know fays ihe, that the king is at this pre- ae Bo- 
“¢ fent in a mifcrable extremity; and therefore oe 
« pray be pleaicd to deliver thefe two for- 

*“* trcties into the potietfion of the king’s wile’s 
‘© mother, and the children of Hcrod and Ma- 
‘¢ riamne; tor otherwife the fucceilion may 
“© come to be trantpoited into another lamily 5 
and in caic of his recovery, the government 
cannot be lodg’d in fater hanus than chofe 


© ot his nearcit relations.” Vhey could nor 


had for Mariamne in her j be prevail’d upon to take this for a realonable 
have fpoken ot before) | requeit; partly out ot.a fenfe of duty to their 


was become much more unruly and importu- | trait, but principally out of the hatred they 


nate, now fhe was dead and gone ; for he did 
not love his wife at the common rate of other 
husbands, but to fuch a violent excefs, Over 
and above the tic of conjugal aficétion, that 
he grew rather fonder 

worte fhe us’d him. 
het07s upon what he had donc, he broke out not 
vo" only into unkindly, but unmanly cxclamations, 
“wich Mariamne’s name {till in his mouth, and 
her blood crying tor vengeance. Inthe agony 
of this horror, he did all that was to be donc 
by wince, company, {cafting, and varicty of 
other cntertainme nts, to divert his meclancho- 
ly; but when he faw all would not do, he 
threw up the care of his government, and in- 
tircly abandoning himfelf to grict, he fell by 
degrees to be light-headed, and talk idly ; 
and in his raving fits, he would trequently be 
calling tor Mariamne to be brought to him ; 
his fancy running upon her as it fhe were yct 
alive. While he was in this diftemper, there 
broke out a terrible raging plague in Jerufa- 
Je- lem, that from the higheft to the loweft twept 
away all forts of people, and every body look’d 
upon it as a juft judgment for the murder of 
the innocent queen. The king growing worfe 
and worfe, withdrew himfclt into a folitary 
retreat out of the way, and had it given out, 
that he was gone a hunting. He had not been 
long in this retirement, but he fell ‘into fo 
dciperate an illnefs, with a violent inflamma- 
Licrost vified tion and a deadly pain in the head, that he 
with a juer {carce knew what he did. The common mc- 
ae diftem” theds of remedy they found did him morc 
pet: hurt than good ; infomuch, that his cafe, in 
one word, was little Jefs than defperate ; fo 
that contidcring the difficulty of the difcafe, 
the condition of the paticnt, and that there 
was no place for any regular courfe of pre- 
{cription, his phyticians found ic to no purpofe 
to tamper any further with him, and fo gave 
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bore to Alexandra, belide the fcruple they 
made of prejudging and pronouncing upon the 
king’s lire, witn whom they had entcrtain’d a 
tricndfhip of long ftanding, and one ot them, 


and fonder of her, the} whofe name was Achiab, being Herod’s own 
In his reflections now | nephew. ‘Lhe firft thing Achiab did after this 


propofal, was to fend Herod word of it, who Achiab fends 
commanded her immediately to be put to Herod word 
death.. of the propo- 
‘Tuts fit of ficknefs wrought fuch a wonder- aoe, 
ful ciicet upon Herod’s body and mind (for Jy put to 
with much ado he got over it at Jaft) chat his death. 
temper became fo outrageous and bloody after 
his recovery, that every trifle put him upon 
the moft inhuman extremitics; and triend or 
foe was all aliketo him, if they fellin his way. 
As for inftance; there were Coftobarus, Ly- Herod's out- 
fimachus, Antipater, otherwife called Gadia, ragcous or 
and Dotitheus, who jufler’d upon thefe pre- OS 
texts following. Cotftobarus was one of the 
greateft men in Idumca, and of a family whofe 
anceftors had formerly officiated as pricfts of 
Cozc, a deity that they had in great vencra- 
tion, till tcheycamein the daysot Hyrcanus to 
embrace the worfhip of the Jews. crod was 
no fooner advanced to his kingdom, but he 
gave this Coftobarus the commands of Idu- 
mea and Gaza, with his fifter Salome to wile, 
whofe husband Jofeph, he himfelf fie we have 
faid clfewherc) had caufed to be flain. ‘This 
was a promotion fo much beyond any hope or 
pretence of Coftobarus, that he grew proud and 
infolent upon it, to the degree even of difpu- 
ting the authority ofhis maftcr; looking upon 
it as an unworthy fubmiflion for the Idumcans 
to own themfelyes the fubjects of the Jews, 
in confequence of embracing their ceremonies 
and worthips He fent, upon this, an cmbafly 
to Cleopatra; minding her thac Idumea:- hac 
been ftill under che adminiftration of her fore-- 
fathers, and that dhe fhould do well to make 


her 


Tdumea and 
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her application to Anthony tor the command; . 
profelling himfelf likewife to be at her devo- 
tion. Wow he did not propoie this addrefs 
out of any delirc he had to have Cleopatra for 
his miftrcfs ; but tothe.end that by the wcaken- 
ing of Herod, he might the more calily {cize 
the government of Idumea to himfelt: For 
he had two fair encouragements to the hope 
of facceeding in this enterprize; that is tofay, 
the honour of his extraction, and mighty fums 
of moncy which he had amafs’d without any 
{cruple of cither honefty or confcience, pro- 
vided he might but’ gain his end; and afterall 
this, his ambition was as notorious as his. ava- 
rice, Cleopatra try’d her intereft with An- 
thony for Idumea, but it would not do; and 
this coming to Herod’s car, Coftobarus had loft 
his life for it, if the mother and the fiiter had 
not interceded for him; but he had his par- 
4 falling out don granted him at laft, upon condition never 
berwixt Cof to be trufted again. There was a falling out 
tobarus and afterwards betwixt Coftobarus and Salome, and 
Sulome his the wife fent her husband a bill of divorce, 
Mts though dircétly againit the cuftom and pra¢tice 
of the country, and a manifeft ufurpation of 
the man’s privilege, who has a right to dif- 
charge the woman, and fhe not to marry again, 
without the leave of her tormer husband.  Sa- 
lome’s will however pafs’d tor a law, and fo 
ihe I¢ft him, and berook herfelf to her bro- 
ther, with this compliment, thather duty to 
him was dearcr to her than that to her huf- 
band, ‘and that fhe came to tell him that Cof- 
tobarus, with Lyfimachus, Antipater, and Do- 
fitheus, were in conf{piracy againft him: cnfor- 
cing the ercdic of her information with an in- 
ftance of his kindnefgs to the fons of Babas, 
whiom hc-had now kept twelve years under 
his protection. This wasfofurprizinga truth, 
that it made an impreffion upon him more than 
ordinary; for hc had taken up a_ refolution 
lorig fince of having them difpacch’d out of the 
world, as the known cnemies of his ‘intercit ; 
but fome obftacle or other ftill preventcd, and 
put it out of his head... Now the ground of 
the offence wasthis: . ma Be oes 
‘Wien Herod was befare Jerufalem, inthe 
time of Antigonus, the; pcople were. fo tir’d 
out.with ftreights.and djificultics of the fiege, 
that the greater partof them were for opening 
the. gates, and admitting Herod into the town. 
The fons,of Babas being men of credit and au- 
thority in the place, and fricndsto Antigonus, , 
were abfolutcly for ftanding it out, and main- 
taining,the government in the royal linc, Up- 
on taking the city.foon after, Herod gave Cof- 
tobatys in charge to have an cyc upon all the 
paffages about the town, and not to fuffer once 
cr¢eaturg to cfeape that was of the contrary 
faction, The fons of Babas were gencrally 
taken notice of to be the darlings of the peo-' 
ple, and confequently ‘the firreit inftruments to: 
be made 'ufe, of in cafe of any attempt. upon an- 
other change. Coftobarus play’d his own 
game in faving them, and’ had_ them fecretly; 
convey’d away into aplace of fafery according: 
to his order. Herod was not fo dull of ap- 
prehenfion but that he fufpeéted the matter at 
that very inftant, and queftion’d him upon it 5 
bue the other difcharg’d himfelf upon his oath, 
that he knew not what was become of them. 
The king upon this, publifh’d a proclamation 
for the deteéting of them, with a promife of 
ceward to the difcoverer, uling all ways of 
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enquiry ; bat no confeflion yet: for after the 
firit denial there was no retracting 5 fo that the 
concealment was now become a point of pru- 
dence, and neceflity, as well as of kindnefs. 
Bur now, the whole intrigue being laid open 
by the help of Salome, the king fent immedi- 
ately to their places of concealment, and had ay? all cut to 
them all cut to pieces, with their accom- pieces, with 
Plices and abettors, and the whole houfe of the houfe of 
Hyrcanus by that inroad totally extinguifh’d , Hyrcanus. 
fo that from this time forward, the king did 
what he pleas’d withont oppofition. or con- 
troul, "s ae 

Herop was no fooner fettled.in the efta- Herod chan- 
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blifhment of an abfolutc power, .but che fell ges old laws 
off by little and little from the wholcfome #4 cufloms 
laws and government of our forefathers that 
kept the, people formerly in 
practice of their duty; introducing .forcign tions. 
inventions and innovations inftead of them. 
As:for inftance ; he inftituted the. fpeétacle of 
wreftling-matches, to be celebrated every fifth 
year in honour of Auguftus: ere@ing.a theae 
tre in Jcrufalem on purpofe to reccive them. 
He built a ftately amphitheatre alfo, without 
the walls of the city; which two fabricks 
were of a wonderful magnificence and .cx- 
pence: but to the Jews,. who were never ac- 
cuftomed to the vanity of fuch games and 
fhews, they were of no ufe or fatisfaétion 
at all. Now for-the greater glory of thefe 
entertainments, he cauied them to be noti- 


for forcign 
> inventions 
the .awe .and and innoyva- 


fied. by, proclamations dar and near, with large 


promiics of rewards. to the viétors. By this 


means, he drew in ‘competicors at all forts of 


exerciics, and from all quarters in abundance, 


and the moft eminent matters alfo in their feve- 


ral profeflions: Not, only wreftlers, ‘but mu- 


ficians-vocal and inftrumental, mimicks,.cha- 


riotecrs, fome for two horfes, othcrs for.four; 


horife-racers, &c. It was the king’s. care, in 
fine, that nothing fhould be wanting thacmight 


contribute, to the pleafure, ornament, or curi- 


ofity of the main dcfign. The theatre. was 

drefs’d up.round with-titles, trophics, and de~ 

vices, to Cefar’s honour,.and in memory of 

his triumphs; the whole work being fet out 

and illuftrated with.gold and filver, and beau- 

tify’d with coftly hangings, rich habits, and 

precious ftones. For the greater variety of 

the diverfion, he had a provifion alfo of lions, 

tygers, and fuch other wild beafts as had any 

thing in them extraordinary, cither for fierce~ 

nefs and vigour, or for any thing fingular in Wa pict 

their kind. “‘Thhefe bealts of prey. were ,turn’d 

loofe, fome time one.upon another, other 

whiles to encounter condemn’d criminals, | 
‘Now this was a {peétacle that: foreigners 

were mightily pleas’d with; but the Jews, on 

the:contrary, had a horror for it, as an igno~ 

ble:cruelry, ancl not only a violation.of their 

laws, but a corruption, of their manners: for 

what can be more unmanly, than to take 

delight in the biutal entertainment of facri~ 

ficing men to beafts, and to fpill human blood. 

in fport; befide the folly and madnefs of 

The Jew good old cuitoms tor bad new ones? 


The Jews lay,in fhort, under a general diffa- 
tisfaction; but nothing gave a greater difguit 
to them, than the trophies, which they look’d 
upon to be the images of mon cover’d with 
arms, and confequently a flat contradiétion to 
the inftitutions of their country. They were 


fo bold and extravagant in their ayerlion iC 
thefe 


a 
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they ftood the fhock with an invincible cou- 
rage; owning and juftifying the whole mat- 
ter charg’d upon them. This they did with 
an undaunted conftancy of mind and behavi- 
our, producing the very daggers that were to They own 
have done the exccution. ‘© They were nor the plot, ana 
“ engag’d, (they faid,) in any criminal com- a the very 

bination to gratify any paffion or intereft ; “85°: 
but in a facred league for the common 
good, and the defence of their laws, which 
all true patriots and profeffors were bound 
to maintain with their lives.” After this 
undaunted and glorious declaration, they were 
hurry’d away, and put to death by moft cx- They: are 
quilite rorments. Neither didi that execrable Put to death, 
wretch the informer long cut-live his trea- 
fon; for he was fet upon, butcher’d, and torn 
to pieces; and his body thrown to the dogs. The infor- 
This too was done in the fight of a great many MP hinvelf 
f{pectators, yet not one man detected that had Oey es 
a hand in the exploic: till in the end adifco- 4 
yery was extorted by dint of torment from pe CH encry 
fome certain women who happen’d to be pre- aaa 
{ent at the committing of the fact; whercup- 
on the ators in it, and their whole familics, 
were all immediately put to Geath; the com- 
mon people all this while, ftanding firm in the 
maintenance and vindication of their ordi-~ 
nances and cuftoms. When Herod came to 
confider of the danger of thefe mutinous dif- 
pofitions, and to find that the people were not 
to be kept in order but by main force, it high- 
ly concern’d him, he thought, to do all he 
could in time toward the preventing of a re- 
volt. Now having two forts in the city al- 
ready ; his palace in the one, and the other 
(Antonia) which ferved for a guard to the : 
temple, he fortify’d Samaria ali (otherwife poeta 
called Scbaite) for a third, which was conve- alias Sebatte, 
niently fituated to keep the whole country in &c. 
obedience. It was about a day’s journey from 
Jerufalem, and commodioufly enough feated 
for the quelling of broils in the city. There 
was likewife another ftrong hold that lay 
very opportuncly for his purpofe, formerly 
known by the name of Straton’s tower; but 
at that time it had obtain’d the name of Ce- 
farca. He built acaftle alfoim the great plain, 
which he made a horfe quarter, and fo Gabala 
in Galilee, and Efthmonitis in Perea. Thefe 
fortifications were fo advantagcoufly pofted up 
and down in the country, that it was impofli- 
ble for the people to enter into any plot or 
practice againft the ftate, but his foldiers there 
in garifon would be upon them prefently ; be- 
ing cver at hand, and in readinels, cither to 
obviate mifchief, or to crufh ic. He made it 
his firft bufinefs to fettle affairs in Samaria, as 
a place naturally ftrong and proper for his 
purpofe. ‘To this end he drew a great body 
of troops into the city, both foreign and do- 
meftick, partly for the temple’s fake, which 
he propounded to build there, and partly for 
the reputation of the work, but principally 
for his own fafety ; which, under this pretext 
of magnificence, was abundantly provided 
for. He changed the name of the town of 
Samaria to that of Sebafte, asis faid already; 
and divided among the inhabitants the coun- 
try about it; by which means, the lands be- 
ing fruitful, they became quickly rich and 
eafy. He furrounded it with a thick fub- 
ftantial wall; and enlarged it in fuch a 
proportion, that ic was reckon’d in oe 

r. 


thefe trophies, that Herod did not think It 
fate to deal with them by force, but chofe 
rather to try if he could bring them by gen- 
tle methods and reafoning to a fight of the 
vanity of their fuperftirion; but this was fo 
far trom convincing them, that they ery’d out 
with one voice againit the indignity of his 
proceeding. ‘¢ They could bear any thing 
* elfe, oe faid) but to bring images Into 
“ the city, (for fo they call’d the trophies) or 
«© to fabmit to the guilt of fo abominable a 
“© wickcdnefs; thac was a thing they would 
“ never give way to.” Herod, finding the 
people’s abhorrence of thete tights to rife high- 
er and higher every day, and that they were 
not to be pacify’d by downright authority or 

erfuation, he teok fome of the chict of the 
fcandalized party along with him to the thea- 
tre; fhew'd them the trophies, and asked 
their opinion of them, and what they took 
them to be: to chey all ery’d our chat “ they 
& Were the images of men.” Herod, upon 
this, caufed them to be ftript and_ undrefs’d, 
and finding only certain ftumps of wood un- 
der the covering, the fierce indignation they 
had conceiv’d trom a ftrong prefumption of 
their being images, was turn’d into ridicule ; 
and upea the quieting cf this tumult, the 
greater part of them was prevail’d upon to 
Siew and concur with every thing elie: but 
there were fome yee that periifted in the ab- 
~*~ 

















































errence they had for the admittance of 
ys, tor fear of the pernicious 
they might probably draw 
er them.; recxoning themfelves obliged, at 
rd foever, to atlere their tottering 
ne, and not to furler Herod, under the 
cof 2 king, to act the part of an enemy, 
and break in upon their contciences and liber- 
ies with unlawtul impofitions, 

Tre people were fo enflam’d with this dif- 
courfe, that ten citizens enter’d immediately 
upon it into a confpiracy againft the perfon of 
the king, in defiance of all dangers whatfo- 
ever that might attend the enterprize; and 
there was one blind man among the rett, fo 
tranfported at the ftory of this uiurpation and 
eppreiiicn, that tho” he was not in a conditi- 
on to 2ét any thing for the common good, he 
cHer’d himfelf vet to bear a part with his 
companions in their fafferings for it, let it be 
what it would; and this gencrous encourage- 
ment did nct a little fettle them in their de- 

2 termination. Having laid their heads toge- 
ther tpon this matter, they put daggers un- 
der their coats, and went to the theatre, with 
a iull refolution to ftab the king himfelf, if 
they could come at him, as they hop’d they 
fthould ; or however to make fuch havock of 
his guards, that they promis’d themfelves 
this comfort at worlt, in cafe of a mifcarriage, 
that their death would make him odious, and 
that the precedent of their bravery, in vindi- 
cation of their religion and difcipline, would 
be an incitement to others hereafter to follow 
their example. 

Atpy difke- As Herod was juft entering the theatre, 
vers the 05° one of his {pies made to him a difcovery of 

y, 

the whole intrigue, whereupon being confci- 
ous to himfelf of the invidious hatred he lay 
under, he withdrew to his palace, whether he 
dpa 8 ee fummon’d the confpirators, every man by his 
Herod fercs name. Being now as good as taken in the 


ees Sty faét, and without any poffibility of cfcaping, 
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ment. His thoughts were not idle yet upon 
the main, how to obviate thefe difficulties: 
but the particular means of doing it was the 
queftion. As for his neighbours that were in 
the fame condition with himfelf, there was 
no fupply of provifions to be expeéted that 
way: And for matter of monies to procure ne= 
ceflaries, his ftock was exhaufted, and he had 
not enough remaining to anfwer the charge. 
But fomewhat or other was to be done how- 
ever in this extremity of a common caufe. So Herod’s wore 
that the king, upon bethinking himfelf, melt- derful wit 
ed down alt nie plate, curiotitics, and other 40™ in pro- 
ornamental furniture, and veflels of gold and Useetoe ths 
filver, to the fervices of his own table; put >? ~ 
the whole mafs into one fum of money, and 
fent it away into Egypt, where Petronius was 
at that rime governor, by a commiffion from 
Cefar. Petronius was quite tir’d out with 2 
multitude of applications and importunities of 
people under the fame neceffities; but yet out 
of a particular affeétion he had for Herod, and 
confequently for his intereft and people, he 
gave him, in preference to all others, a grant a grant for 
tor the exportation of corn, and affifted him all euicn 
he could in the very price and carriage, which of corn out 
turn’d exceedingly to the account of Herod, of Egypt- 
and his defigns, For upon the importing of 
: this relicf, he did not only redeem his reputa- 
Judea vifited JON this year, which was the thirteenth of | tion among thofe that before had a very ill opi- 
with mifera- Herod’s reign, Judea was vificed with mi-|nion of him, but made himfelf famous by his 
blecalamittes. ferable calamities, whether by divine ven-} care and condué for a prince of a truly royal 
geance, or according to the ftated courfe of} wifdomand virtue, Thefirft thing he did after 
natural providences, is not to be determin’d.| theimportation of this fuccour, was, to make 
naa The firft judgment was a long and a blafting | an equal diftribution of it in proportion to the An equal dif 
ce 6 drought, which was follow’d with fach a fte- | number and condition of thofe that were to re- tribution a- 
»® rilicy, that the carth was parch’d up and] ccive it; as he provided for the fending of ir TPS * 


famine . c ; ; 

plaugues and brought forth nothing at all) The want of| to thofe that could not fetchit, and appointed people. 

other difeafes food, and the neceflitated change of diet,| bakers to affift thofe that either through age, 
infirmity, or any other impediment could not 


brought on plagues and difeafes, and a long 
make their bread themfelves; taking care like- 


train of other innumerable diforders fucceffive- 
wife in all other refpects that they might nor 


ly one after another. And it was a farther ag- 
gravation of their extreme mifery, that the fick | want any thing, either for the filling of their 
bellies, or the keeping of them warm; fupply- 


‘were in a manner abandon’d, and left without 
ing them alfo with garments and coverings a= 


the comfort of either help, food, or remedy. 

And with all this, they dy’d fo faft, that the | gainft the feverity of the winter feafon, as well 
farvivors gave one another over, without fo | as with victuals,in the great {carcity of fheep and 
much as looking after them, in the defpair of] wool. So foon ashe hadcompetently provided 
for his own people, he extended his charity in 


doing them any good. ‘The laft year’s ftores 
being all fpent, and no recruits appearing, the | the next place tothe affiftance of his neighbours 
the Syrians, whom he furnifhed with a quan- 


cafe was defparate, and their ftarving wants 
pinch’d them every day more than other; for| tity of feed-corn for the next feafon, which 
one feafon was already loft and gone, and the | came to them in the very nick of their occa- 
earth ftill barren, without any hope of relief. | fions for it; and yielded fo prodigious an in- 
‘Thefe extremities however, in the mean time,|creafe upon the following crop, that he fent 
{et all people’s wits at work how to provide for | fifty thoufand men, which he himfelf had pre- 
themfelves, under their prefent deplorable |ferv’d from ftarving, to help them in with their 
circumftances. harveft. By this forefight and induftry of He- 
Sucu, in fine, was the general diftrefs, that | rod’s, matters were fo well re-eftablifh’d (even 
the revenue even of Herod himfelf, how large | when all was given for loft) that every thing 
foever, was not fufficient to maintain him, tor /fucceeded to his wifh, both at home and a- 
his rents and cuftoms were all funk; his old|broad, wherever he had to do; for no man 
ftock of treafure expended upon buildings and | ever fought tohim in vain,whether ftrangers or 
fortifications ; together with an univerfal de-| citizens, whom he did not relieve according to 
folation, upon all accounts; the outrageous ha~ | his dignity: Infomuch, that upon a clear ace 
tred and clamour of the people over and above, | count it appear’d that he had expended + ten 
which, in all cafes of popular difcontents, ne- | thoufand céres of wheat to ftrangers, reckon- 
ver fail of cafting the blame upon the govern- ing every cére at ten Attic Medimni: And 


* Twenty furlongs or ftadia, according to Calmet’s tables, were equivalent to two miles and an half and thirty 


paces, Englith meafure. . : 
+ A furlong and an half, according to the fame author, was juft nine hundred and ninety Englifh feet, that iss 


three hundred and thirty yards. es 
+ A Cére or Chomer, according to Calmet, contained the quantity of fix hundred and five Englifh pints; ten 


thoufand therefore muft amount to fix millions fifty thoufand pints: and fourfcore thoufand Céres to forty eight mil- 
Jions four hundr¢d thoufand Englith pints. 
ee 5G foure 




















firft rank of famous citics. It was twenty 
* furlongs in circumference, leaving a furlong 
+ and a half of ground in the middle, which 
he referv’d for a temple; and accordingly 
ereéted one, which, for the magnificence both 
of thé dimenfions and expence, and all varie- 
tics of curiofiry and ornament, was not infe- 
riot to any other fabrick whatfoever. He 
went on likewife every day more and more 
iinproving other parts of the city at the fame 
rate, depending upon the advantages of the 
place for his fecurity, and gratifying his am- 
bition inthe profpeét of tranfmitting to pofte- 
rity fo lafting a monument of his greatnefs 
and giory. 








CHAP. XIL 


tyudea vifited with dreadful calamities: As, a 
blafting drought, famine, plague, and other 
difeafes. Herod’s wifdom in providing for the 
people. He erecis aglorious palace. Fefus de- 
posd from the pontificate, and Simon the fon of 
Boethus advanced. Herod builds a caftle: The 
defcription of it. The charaéter of Herod, He 
builds cities alfo, and temples. 


Lierad erects 
a glorious 


Ppardce. 


Tefasdepovd 
trom the pon- 
tincste 
Horod ad- 
vances Sirson 
the fon of 
Boethus, and 
marri¢s his 
Gaighrer. 


Herod builds 
acafile in 
memory of a 
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fouricore thoutand cores upen his own pco- firm. 
{everal buildings worth the feeing in many 
refpects, and particularly for the famous aquc~ 
ducts, that with infinite difficulty and charge, 
were brought thither from a vaft way off. 
The plain about it was cover’d with houfes, 
to the proportion of a confiderable city : the 
caftle from above overlooking it like a citadel, 
both for command and proteétion. 


le. . 

Turs feafonable and effeétual gencrolity 
and goodnefs of the king fo endear’d the 
hearts and fouls of the people, that all paft 
unkindneiles and mifgovernments were freely 
forgiven and forgotten, and not one word 
more of his encroachments upon their laws 
and difcipline ; reckoning his generous carc 
and liberality upon this occafion, as an ample 
atonement tor all his former mifdeeds. Nei- 
ther was his charaétter lefs venerable abroad 
than at home ; for it fo fell out, that his mif- 
fortunes in the one place enhanced his reputa- 
tion in the other, for upon this inftance of his 
compaffionate humanity toward ftrangers in 
diftrefs, pcople made a judgment of him from 
what they now found him, and not from what 
he had been. 

Mucu about this time he made Auguftus a 
prefent of five hundred choice men out of his 
own guards, which ferv’d under * Alius Gal- 
Jus in the Arabian war with much honour. The 
ftate of Judea being now compos’d, Herod 
began to ercét a large and fpacious palace, in 
the upper part of Jerufalem, with rooms large 
enough for a great receipt of people; finifhed 
with feats and other ornaments of gold and 
marble curicufly wrought, and bearing the 
names of the perfons they were defign’d for ; 
one infcribed Cefar’s apartment, another A- 
grippa’s. Phat 

Wize Herod was intent upon this build- 
ing, he happened to fall in Jove, and mar- 
ry a fecond wife, to reftrain himfelf from the 
Icofe libertics of wandcring amours. ‘The 
cafe, in fhort, was this: there was one Si- 
mon, a citizen of Jerufalem, the fon of + Boe- 
thus, an Alexandrian, and a prieft of a noble 
family; this Simon had a daughter of fo 
exquifite a beauty, that fhe became the talk 
and admiration of all that faw her. Herod 
was firft ftruck with the fame of this lady, 
and then cnamour’d upon the fight of her; 
but yct refolying to make no tyrannical ufe of 
his power, he only propounded the honour- 
able way of taking her to his bed as his law- 
ful wife. Ic was a match, in truth, below his 
quality, but not inconfiderable neither, to the 
degree of defpicable ; fo that in fome fort to 
balance this incquality, and to indulge his 


‘ paffion, both in one, he thought it proper to 


confer fome eminent dignity upon Simon, in 
order to qualify him tor the honour he in- 
tended him. To this cnd he depofed Jcfus + 
the fon Phabes from the Pontificate ; advan- 
ced Simon in his ftcad, and then marry’d his 
daughter. 

So foon as the nuptial folemnitics were 
over, he built a glorious caftle upon the place 
where he formerly deteatcd the Jews in the 
war he had with Antigonus. This fort was a 
matter of fixty |] furlongs from Jerufalem ; 
naturally ftrong by the fituation, and capable 
of being made impregnable. The hill rifes 
in a gentle afcent, as if it had been artificial ; 
the figure of it round, and the caftle encom- 
pafs’d with feveral towers; and two hundred 
ftonc fteps uptoit; the lodgings in it rich and 
ftatcly, and the whole ftruéture beautiful and 
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ror. 
and efteem, to the great advantage of his af- 
fairs and defigns. 
tion of ingratiating himfelf with Auguftus and 
the noblemen of Rome, inveigled him away 
by little and little from the difcipline and 





Book XV, 


At the bottom of this mount, there are 


Herod having by this time fettled his mat- The charac. 
ters to his mind, he reckon’d himfelf out of tt of Herod. 
danger of any further commotions and tumults. 

He kept his people inorder, partly by awe and 
fear, and partly by love and intereft; for he was 


a prince of a moftinflexible feverity where a cri- 
minal was to be punifh’d, and of as unbounded 
a liberality, where the common good of the fub- 
jeét requir’d it. 
guard, and every thing in fuch a potture of fe- 
curity, as if it were tofhew that the prince and 
the people are to ftand and fall together. He 
was courteous and eafy, indifferently to all 
men, to ftrangers as well as others, and upon 
occafion moft munificently generous to the 


He kept himiclf upon fuch a 


great ones; for he had the heart of an empce- 
By this means he gain’d a gencral love 


But this ambitious affecta- 


cuftoms of our forefathers, into the erecting 
of cities and temples to the honour of his pa- Herod builds 
trons. This was not done, ’tis true, in the cities and 


very land of Judea itfelf; for the Jews would ae 
never have born an abomination fo exprefly of his pa-” 


forbidden, as the worthiping of images and trons. 
idols, atter the manner of the Greeks: fo that 
he built thefe citics only upon the borders of 
the province, and not within the jurifdiction 
of it; excufing himfelf upon the whole, that 
what he did was not any aét of his own, but 
purcly in obedience to the higher powers, He 
got the good-will of Cefar and the Romans 
however, by the pretence of renouncing the 
difcipline and the principles he was brought 
up in, for their fakes: but all this apart, the 
thing he aim’d at was his own advantage, 
the making of himfclf glorious to pofte- 
rity, by thefe everlafting memorials of mag- 
nificence and bounty. 








CHAP. XIII. 

Straton’s tower, (or Cxfarca,) a port as larga 
as the Pyrcceum, betwixt Foppa and Doras 
with the model of a mole built there by Herod. 
A temple dedicated to Cefar. Al ftone theatre, 
and a fpacious amphitheatre, the whole work 
Sinife’d in twelve years. Alexander and Ari- 
Srobulus fent to Cefar,; who grants to Herod 
three provinces, and the liberty of chufing 
which Son he pleafes for his fucceffor. The 
Trachonites a kind of free-booters, and ZLeno~ 
dorus gocs foarcs with them. A dofcription of 
their dens, and their manner of living. He 
rod has a conmiffion to fupprefs them. 1 com~ 
plaint againft Zenodorus ; and Zenodorus com= 
plains of Herod. Herod defends himfelf. The. 
Defperation of the Gadarens. The death of 


si Sa 


* In the verfion of Rufinus, or Epiphanius Scholatticus, ‘tis Elifieus, and not /Elius Gallus. 
+ In the antienc verfion ‘tis Buzus. + In che antient verfion, the fon of Bocthus, 

|} Sixty furlongs amounted to feven Englith miles and an half, and ninety paces. ‘ 
Zenodorus 
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Zenodorus, Cefar’s bounty to Herod. He makes 
Pheroras a tetrarch in Fudea, and eretis a 
temple to Augufius, .Herod’s arts of making 
himfelf popular. Fis kindueffes to the Phari- 
fees and Effenes. A frrange predittion of Ma- 
naben, an Effene. ; 








a ftone-theatre; and upon the fouth fide of A fone-thes- 
the harbour, a fpacious amphitheatre, with a 7° ae 
goodly profpeét to the fea-ward. He {pared, phiclentce ; 
in fhort, for neither money nor pains; and The work 
in a matter of twelve years this work was °f 12 years. 
brought to perfeétion. 

Arrer the finifhing of thefe two cities, 
Sebafte and Cefarca, Herod difpatch’d away Alexander 
his two fons, Alexander and Ariftobulus, to 274 Arifto- 
pay their refpeéts to Cefar. Pollio, that Was Usla tention 
Herod’s particular fricnd, provided lodgings eo ce 
for them; which was more than needed, for far. 
Auguftus had given order for the entertain- 
ing of them in his own palace. He received 
them, in fine, with wonderful humaniry, and Ccfar grants 
after the additional bounty of confering upon Hered three 
Herod the three provinces of Trachon, Ba- P7OVCS> 

wf ‘i ; 24 and which 

tanga and Auranitis, he gave him his choice fon he pleafes 
likewife, which of his fons he would appoint for his fuc- 
for his fucceflor to the kingdom of Judea, ceffor. | 
The bufinefs was this : 

One Zenodorus had taken to farm the 
lands of Lyfanias, and’ not contenting himfelf 
with the lawful advantage of his bargain, The tracho- 
went fhares with the frec-booters in Trachon : nites a kind 
a fort of men that live in a great meafure up- of free-boot 
on the fpoil they take from the people of Da- ** 
mafcus. The fuffering part of the country, The people 
upon -thefe outrages, apply’d themfelves to complain to 
* Varro, who was at that time governor of Varro of Ze 
the province, for a letter of complaint to Ce- nederl 
far againit Zenodorus; whofe anfwer was, that 
he would have thofe thieves driven out of their 
lurking holes, and the care and command of 
that province committed to Herod, to keep 
the T'rachonites in order for the future. Now The dens of 
they had neither towns, houfes, nor poflefli- thefe thieves, 
ons, but liv’d like beafts in dens and caves; and their 
and furnifhed with fuch.a proportion of wa- manner of 
ter and’ provifion, that.it would be a hard HYNES 
matter either to come at them, or to flarve 
them: befide that making a livelihood of the 
trade, they would be loth to leave it. The 
entrance ‘into their hiding-places was fo nar= 
row, that there was no pafling for above one 
at atime; but the receptacle within was 
large beyond imagination ; and the roof over= 
head plain and flat. ‘Take it altogether, it is 
but one fharp and almoft impaflable rock: full 
of difficulties and turnings, and no finding: 
the right way into it without a guide. In 
few words, thefe ‘are a people that ftick at 
nothing ; and rather than not keep their hands 
in ufe, rob onc another. -So foon as ever He-~ Herod has a 
rod enter’d into the poffeffion of his new pro- commiffion 
vince, he took his conduétoys and inftruments '° fupprefs 
along with him; and hunting chem out of ao 
their retreats, fcr the neighbourhood at quict. 
But :Zenodorus was fo irritated, whether out Zenodorus 
of vexation for the lofs of his commiffion, or complainsto 
out of envy at Herod’s having it, that he CeM@r of Het 
pofted away to Rome with an accufation in his at ees 
mouth againft Herod, but could do no good 
on’t. 

WuiLe mattcrs were in.this ftate, Auguftus 
fent Agrippa into Alia, to take upon him the 
command of the tranfmarine provinces there. 
He was Herod’s fingular friend and old ac- 
quaintance ; fo that he met him upon the way 
at Mitylenc, and then went back again to Ju- 
dea, He was no fooner arriv’d, but the oe The Gada- 


darens accotted him prefently with grievous renscomplain 
- - - ; of him too: 
* Sce Cafaubon's Exercit. 1, 82. And the Aran 
complaints bians. 





























Of Styaton’s "| “HERE was a.certain place by the fea- 
cower, or Ce- fide, formerly called Straton’s tower, 
farea. which Herod look’d upon as a very commo- 
dious traét of ground to raife a city upon. He 

drew his model; fet people to work upon’t, 

and finifh’d it. . The buildings were all ot 

marble; private houfes as well as palaces ; 
Aportas but his’ mafter-piece- was the port, which he 
large fone made as large as the Pyrecum, and a fafe fta- 
Pyrecum tion againft all winds and weathers; to fay 
nothing of other conveniences. This work 

was the more wonderful, becaufe all the ma- 

terials for it were brought thither at a prodi- 

ithe fituati- Gious expence from afar off. This city ttands 
on betwixt 1 Phoenicia upon the pafs into Egypt, between 
Joppa and §=Joppa and Dora; two wretched fea towns, 
Dora. where there’s no riding in the harbours with 
a fouth-weft wind, for it bears fo furioufly 

upon the fhore, that mérchant-men are fore’d 

to keep off at fea many times for fear of be- 

ing driven a ground. To encounter thefe 

The model difficulties-of the place, Herod order’d a mole 
ofa mole tg be made in the form of a half-moon, and 
ye large cnough for a royal navy to ride in. He 
y direéted alfo prodigious ftones to be let down 
there in twenty fathom water ; ftoncs of fifty 

foot in length, eighteen foot over, and nine 

foot deep; fome- greater, fome ‘lefs. This 

mole was two hundred foot in extent; the 

one half. of it to break the fetting of the fea; 

the.other half ferv’d for the foundation of a 
ftone-wall fortify’d with terrets.; calling the 

Jargeft and the faireft-of.them by the name of 

the tower of Drufus, from.Drufus the fon-in- 

law of Auguftus, who. dy’d young. There 
were-feveral arched yaults alfo that ferv’d for 
feamens-cabins. "There was likewife a .key 

or landing-place, with a Jarge walk. upon it 

around tlic port, as a place of pleafure to take 

the air jn, "This port opens to the northward, 

which is the cleareft quartcr of the heavens. 

On.the left hand of. the.cntrance into it, there 

was aterget ereéted upon a large platform, 

with a floping bank to ihoot off the wafhing 

of the.feas and'on:the sight hand were. two 
ftone-pillars over againft the tower, and both 

of a height. ‘The houfes about the port, were 

all uniformly built, of the moft excellent fort 

Atemple dc. 0f marble. Upon a,mount_in the middle, 
dicted1o —ftooda, temple dedicatcd:so Cefar, which was 
Hae te of great-uic to the mariners, for.a. famous 
Caves fea-mark.. ‘There .were in this temple two 
dtatucs or,imagess the'one of Rome, -and, the 

other of -Cefar : and ftom hence,the city took 
thename,ef -Cefarga, which was no Jefa cele- 

brated {or the -mateniale, than for the work- 

manthip. ‘The contrivance of the vayles and 
common-fhores was: wonderful too, ‘being laid 

at equal. diftances onc- from ,another, and fo 
difcharging themfelvca into the fea. _ Only, 

there was.ane conveyance that went.crafs. all. 

the roft;. and as it.carry’d off all.the filth and 

naftinefs of the town, fo it made way for the 

tides to enter and wath the paflages, and to 

_ make all {weet and clean. Herod built alfo 
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complaints againft Herod ; whereupon, with- 
out fo much as giving them the hearing, he 
fent to the king himfelf in chains. 

Tue Arabians at the fame time began tofhew 
their difaffeétion and enmity, upon the fcore 
of an ancient grudge they had to him, and tru- 
ly the pretence feem’d to have fomewhat in It, 

Zenodomms Lenodorus, (the Perfon beforementioned ) find- 
alto, andup- ing his affairs in a finking condition, came to 
on what an agreement with thefe Arabians, for fo much 
grounds. of his eftate in the province of Auranitis, as 
they were to pay him fifty * calents a year rent 
for. Now this happening to fall within Ce- 
far’s grant to Herod, the Arabians would not 
fubmit co it; but contefting the matter, one 
while by force, another while by law, they cn- 
gaged alfo a party of indigent foldiers in the 
controverfy ; who, according to tho practice 
of other miferable people in the world, were 
willing to mend their own fortunesupon the ru- 
ins of other men. Herod knew well enough what 
they were a-doing ; but thought it good dif- 
cretion yet to deal with them by fair means, 
rather than to ufc feverities, for fear of creating 
new troubles. In the feventeenth year of He~ 
rod’s reign, Cefar came into Syria, where he 
was entertain’d immediately with outrageous 
exclamations of the Gadarens againft Herod, 
as a moft infupportable ryrant and oppreffor, 
and this chiefly at the inftance and initigation 
of Zenodorus, who it feems had bound himfelt 
by an oath never to give over the profecution 
till they fhould be quit of Herod, and under 
the dominion once again of Auguftus. This 
confident undertaking of Zenodorus made 
them ftill bolder and Jouder ; efpecially find- 
ing thofe prifoners that were deliver’d up to 
Herod by Agrippa, to continue unpunith’d. 
The charee OW Herod, how inexorable foever, towards 
againf'He-o4, Offenders of his own party, was yct of allmen 
living, perhaps the eafieft and the moft remifs 
in the cafe of injuries receiv’d from ftrangers. 
The mifdemeanors charg’d upon him, were 
rapine, oppreifion, the violating and the de- 
molithing of temples, and the like ; and He- 
rod on the other hand, offer’d himfelf as frank- 


Zenodtors 
fers che Gata- 
rens sgainit 
Hero. 
Zerodorus 
maktsa vow 
to remove 
him. 


Herod de- Soe ae ‘ . 
Gn4shim- ly to his juftification. Cefar treated him ne- 
felt. verthelefs refpeétfully for the clamorous 1m- 


portunities of the multitude, though for the 
firft day there pafs’d fome difcourfe upon it ; 
but there the debate fell, and put an cnd to 
the queftion. Ir was fo evident, by this time 
to the Gadarens, how Cefar and his friend 
ftood affeéted, that giving for granted it would 
be their fate upon the clofe of the matter, to 
be deliver’d up to Herod, fome of them cut 
: “their own throats the very next night ; o- 
‘ne thers broke their necks down precipices, and 
{ome again drown'd themfclves for fear of be- 





felve. away, 


nea _ing put to tortures: and Cefar taking this 
point. “execution upon themfelves, for 2 {el f-condem- 
nation, acquitted Herod without any more 
ado. And there was yet another fingular 
picce of providence attended him ; which was 
Yenetorn the death of Zenodorus by a violent dyfentery 


dies of ady- at Antioch in Syria 5 whereupon Cefar be- 


farcry ftow'd upon Herod a very conliderable eftate 
JZ\nTOct, 
Cefa. boune 
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belonging to him, that lay betwixt Galilee 

and Trachonitis, comprifing Ulatha, + Panium, 

and the borders thercabouts ; giving him alfo 

a fovereign command over the governors of 

Syria, and appointing every thing to be done 
according to his direétion and order. Herod 

Was now advanced to fuch a height of eftecm 

and good fortune, that as Cefar and Agrippa 

were the two fupreme adminiftrators in the 

whole empire, fo Cefar was the man whom 

above all the reft of the world, Cefar lov’d 

next to Agrippa, and Agrippa next to Cefar, 

By virtue of this intereft, Herod obtained 4 Cofir mak 
tetrarch’s commiffion in Judea from Auguftus Pherorasa tes 
for his brother Pheroras ; upon whom he be-"tch in - 
ftow’d the reyenue of a hundred eatents, out 2 20Ca 

of his proper income, that-he might have fome- 

thing to truft to in cafe of any defperate mif- 

fortune, without being forced to a depen+ 

dance upon his children. After this, he wait- 

ed upon Cefar till he faw him embark’d, and 

then went back again ; erecting to the honour Herod ereéty 
of Auguftus, and upon the ground of Zenodo-a témple to 
rus, a moft glorious temple of white marble, Avguitus. 
near the cave that they call’d Panias, which 

is at the bottom of a mountain, famous for 

being the fource of the river Jordan. The 

cavern is prodigioufly deep, and fprings of 

water in jt perpetually bubbling ; and the 
mountain aboveis as eminent for a pleafant 

profpeét, but more remarkable ftill for this 

temple of Cefar’s, than for all the reft. 

Tue king took an occafion at this time to 
ingratiate himfelf with his people, by cafing He makes 
them of a third part of their taxes, under pre- himfelfpopu- 
tence ofa tendernefs for their fufferings by the "> 70 atone 
diftrefs of the famine ; but in effeét to fweeten iF oe 
ill humours: for they were fo difgufted at ma- eae and good 
ny things the king did to the fcandal of reli- manners. 
gion, and good manners, that every body re- 
fieéted upon him for it: fo that he was fain 
to make ufe of other ways yet to keep his 
fubjeéts quiet, by tying up every man to his 
own befinefs ; prohibiting cabals, clubs, and His car: 
other publick meetings ; planting fpics upon Preven 
all companies ; and officers every where at UIs 
hand, to take into cuftody all offenders againtt 
thefe orders ; as there were feveral committed. 
to the fort Hyrcania, publickly as well as pri- 
vately,and there punifh’d with the utmoft rigour. 

The very roads, ftrects, pafles and avenues, 
were all befet and way-laid ; all mectings, 
upon what account foever, watch’d and 
obferv’d : Nay, fuch was the care he took, 
that he would many times fteal out by night 
himfelf in a difguife among the common pco- 
ple, to liften what the multitude faid of him. 
Wherever he met with any man that was 
bitter and malicious, he had no mercy of him, 
and.-for the moderate fort, he put them to an 
oath of allegiance, and fo difmits’d them. By 
this means he brought the majority out of 
fear to compliance with him ; and for thofe 
that had the courage to ftand upon their terms, 
and to difpute the point, he never fail’d ot 
fome device or other to remove them out of 
the way. ‘This oath was put to Pollio the 





hed fivethoufand feven hundred and three pounds, and their value in filver amor ated. 


te tod ened, * Kilty Jewith talents weig : ; : 
i to feventeen thonfind one hundred and nine pounds, feven shillings, and fix pence ; and in gold co two hundred feven~ 
ty three thowland feyen hundred and fifty pounds, Englith money. 
“4 AL Panes. See Harduin’s Nummi ‘ihattrati, Pp. 1i2. 
4 Anhnndred Jewith talents weighed eleven choufand four hundred and fix pounds, three ounces ; and their va= 


luc in filver amounted to thirty four thoufind, two 


‘ hundred and cightecn pounds, and in gold to five hundred 
forty feven thoutand, five hundred pounds of our moncy. 


Pharifec, 


Chap. XII. 


a . . . ° . 
Pharifec, and to Sameas, with their difciples, 


as well as to the reft; but they retufing it, 
4’skind- Herod out of the reverence he had for Pollio, 
Hereecthe — prefs’d them no farther to che taking of it, 
and And he was as kind to the Eflencs too, a {ect 
fomewhat like the ‘Pythagorcans among the 
Greeks. We have fpoken a great deal of them 
elfewhere already : but ic will not be amifs 
however to fay fomewhat farther in this place ; 
and how Herod came to have fo tender an 
efteem for thefe people. 
_° Here was one Manahem, an Effene, who 
ThePredic- over and above the virtue and the character of 


ets 01 
Pharifecs 


Fiilfenes- 


tion of one 4 : : Se cn pen td 
h an exemplary probity of life, was likewife en- 
Mie. "awd with the fpirit of prophecy. This per- 


fon, upon the fight of Herod, among his fchool- 
tellows, when he was’a boy, greeted him with 
a falutation of hail king of the Jews. ‘The 
boy, to correct his miftake, faid, he was not of 
a tamily to be a king, and told him, that when 
he faluted him by that title, he either did not 
know him, or meant to banter him. ‘* Yes, 
“¢ yes, (fays Manahem) fmiling upon him, and 
<6 jaying his hand gently upon his fhoulder, 
<¢ you are to be a king, and you fhall rule hap- 
“¢ pily ; for it is the pleafure of God that it 
“¢ thall be fo : but keep thefe words of Mana- 
“¢ hem in mind now, which will give you to 
<< underftand the inftabiliry of your fortune. 
Ic will be your duty to govern with juftice, 
conicience and equity ; but I have a fecret 
impulfe, which tells me, that you will ne- 
ver manage your authority by thefe mea- 
fures. You will have no regard cither to 
the laws of God or man ; though inal] other. 
refpeéts a fortunate perfon, and ‘worthy of 
immortal honour. Depa upon ,it, that 
God will at laft chaftife you, and bring you 
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Herod ‘gave little heed’ to thefe words, as 
a matter that never enter’d into his thought ; 
but when he came afterward to the throne, 


and to the higheft pitch of his glory, he fent | 


for Manahem, and ask’d him, how long he 
thought he fhould reign : Manahem returning 
an uncertain anfwer, Herod put it to himagain, 
whether he thought he fhould reign ten ycars. 
Yes, ycs, fays Manahem, and twenty, and thir- 
ty: and there he ftopt, leaving the precife 
period undctermin’d 5’ but Herod refting fa- 
tisfy’d with what he had heard, | took a 
fricndly leave of him, and from that time for- 
ward had a great cfteem for the Effencs. ‘This 
may poffibly appear incredible ; but the rea. 
der may_confider that we have many In- 
ftances of good men, to whom Almighty God 
has been pleafed to reveal his fecret purpofcs 
and counfels. 








CHAP. XIV. 


Herod propofes the building of a. temple = the .old 
one not to be touch’d til] the new one is provided 
for. Herod prepares the materials, and enters 
upon the work. The front of the temple , the 
galleriest , be temple-walls 5 Baris or the tow- 
er 5 the fort Antonia , a plan of the temple, or 
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to your end by a moft deplorable judg-| 


* Sixty Jewith cubits amounted to upwards of onc hundred and nine Englifh feet, that is, 
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the firft enclofure. Another enclofure. The 
middle enclofure. The whole perfected in cigh- 
tecx months. The dedication of thetemple. 


privy paffage from fort to fort. 
A FTER fo many great and glorious 
actions, and the finifhing of fo many 
magnificent and pompous buildings, Herod 
bethought himfelf in the eighteenth year of 
his reign, of erecting a temple to the holy 
God, in all refpeéts larger and more ftatcly 
than the former, and a work that he made ac- 
count would redound more to the honour of 
his name and memory, (as in truth it did) - 
than all he had ever donc before ; bur yet 
left the people fhould ftumble at the difficulty 
of the undertaking, he call’d them together, to 
try what might be done by reafon and difcourfe, 
to the removing of that obftacle out of the 
way. na? Ae re 
“ Ir would be time loft, (fays he) my Hered pro- 
friends and countrymen, to give you the pofs the 
hiftory of my doings fince I came to the <recting oe 
crown ; wherefore let it fuffice that I have a lien, all 
more attended to your benefit and fecurity objections. 
than to my own particular reputation. You 
know very well what care I have taken for 
you in your greateft extremities, and with- 
out any regard to my own profit; and you 
know likewife that you yourfelves have had 
the greateft fhare in the advantage of all the 
mighty works, which by God’s bleffing and 
affiftance I have brought to perfection : ine 
fomuch, that Judea is in a better ftate at 
this day than ever it was: wherefore, as I 
was faying, there will be no need of run- 
ning into the particulars of the cities, caftles, 
palaces, &c. that I have cither builc, for- 
tify’d, or repair’d in. Judca, and the tribu- 
tary provinces. But the fhort fum of my 
prefent bufinefs,. is matter of worfhip and 
religion, and what concerns the reputation 
of your country. You fhall do well to ob- 
ferve, that this temple that was ercéted by 
our fore-fathers, at their return from Ba-’ 
bylon, wants fixty * cubits of the height of 
Solomon’s ; and this was no fault of our 
anccftors neither : for it was by no orders of 
theirs that it came not up to the proportion 
of the firft ; being raifed according to the 
exprefs model of Cyrus, and Darius the fon 
of Hyftafpes, under whofe dominion they 
then liv’d, as afterward under the Macedo~ 
nians : fo that they had it not in their pow- 
er to advance that monument of their piety 
and zeal up tothe meafurcs of the original. But 
fince God hath been now pleas’d in his graci- 
ous Providence, to put the government into 
my hands, and at the fame time to furnifh me 
with all neceflary means for the accomplifh- 
ing of my end; as peace, leifurc, ready mo~* 
ney, large revenucs, and which is more 
than all the reft, the friendfhip of the Ro 
mans, mafters of the whole world : it fhall 
be my care and bufincfs now to fupply thote 
dcfcéts, which was not poflible for our pre« 
deceffors ander their circumftances to pre- 
vent ; and to do that right, in fine, to the 
 plory of God, which we have hitherto been 
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thirty fix yards and a 


§© fhort 


thort in, with all duc reverence to his holy 
© game, and with a gratitude fuitable co the 
* mereies we have receiv’d”. : 

"bux people were fo furpris’d at this uncx- 
pected difcourfe and declaration, that ic gave 
them no perplexity to think what the ilue 
would be ; betide the anxious dread they had 
of having the old cemple pull’d down, betore 
they were fure of another in the place of it; 
which, in truth, they defpair’d of, as an enter- 
prize next to impracticable. This put them 
to a nonplus, whether to approve or difapprove 
of the defign; but the king finding what it 
was they {tuck at, bad them reft fatisty’d, that 
the old temple fhould ftand firm and untouch’d, 

The old rem- till all the materials for the new one fhould 
ple not to be be prepar’d ; and he was as good as his word. 

touch’d till {fe provided a hundred carriages for ftones 
ee 2 and other neceffaries ; ten thoutand artifts in 


s provide : 
oe all handicrafts, the beft ot every fore that 
Herod pre- were to be gotten. A thoufand priefts that * 


pares the ma- underitood mafons and carpenters work, to 


reels. 2 , overlook them, who he furnifhed with fa- 
the ores? cerdotal robes and veftments at his own charge. 


The artificers, ftones, timber, and all che pre- 
paratory matcrials being now in readinefs, the 
firit work they fet upon was the clearing of 
the old foundation, and the laying of a new 
one ; upon which bafis they raifed the fuper- 
ftructure of a temple a + hundred cubits in 
length, and a hundred and twenty in height ; 
but the odd twenty cubits finking afterwards, 
it fell fo much short of the firft defign ; which 
our anceitors in the days of Nero, had fome 
thought of fupplying. The whole fabrick 
was made of durable white ftone, five and 
twenty + cubits long, eight in height, and twelve 
over. 
Tue front of this wonderful pile had the 
"The front of Fefemblance of a palace ; much higher in the 
tbe temple. middle than on the fides, and looking with 
fuch a profpeét into the ficlds, as was very a- 
grecable to thofe that cither liv’d direétly o- 
ver againit ic, or were travelling towards it: 
and this view extended feveral turlongs into 
the country. ** The porch was a curiofity an- 
fwerable to the artifice of the reft ; che upper 
part of it fet out with variety of rich tapeitry, 
and delicate purple flowers, with pillars intcr- 
woven, and a golden vine creeping and twi- 
ning about them; the branches of ic laden 
wich clutters of grapes that hung dangling 
down from the cornifhes: a piece of mattery, 
no lefs valuable for the skill than the mat- 
ter. 

Rounp about the temple were large galle- 
ries, not inferior to the reft of the work in 
magnificence ; but much excecding all that e- 
ver was before’ them for grace and beauty. 
‘Two of chefe gallerics were fupported by two 
ftrong walls; a work of as fingular an cxcel- 
lency as any we have {een yer. 

Tuere was a fteep rocky hillock, but with 
a gentle defcent, to the caltward of the city, 
which Solomon, a long time before, by God’s 
The temple fpecial dircétion, encompafs’d with a wall, 
Wills, 


The galleries. 
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and the lower part of it was furrounded with 
another wall, and a deep valley under it to- 
ward the fouth. This wall was compacted 
of mighty ittones cramped together with irons, 
including the whole, and reaching down ta 
the bottom of the hill, The form of the 
work was fquare, and confidering the depth 
and the magnitude of it, an incomparable piece. 
The vatt bignefs of thee itoncs was beft {een on 
the outfide, being jointed within, onc into ano- 
ther, to keep them firm againft all Weathers. 

Wuen this wall was run up to the top, 
the {pace betwixt that and the hill was all 
fill’d up till ic came to a level, and then four 
galicries, reckoning every gallery to be a tur- 
long t} over. There was alio within the iquare, 
another ftone wall, carry’d round the top of 
the hill, with a double porch to the cattward, 
facing the portal of the temple, that ftands 
in the middle. This portal was glorioufly 
adorn’d by the royal bounty of feveral prin- 
ces ; and round about the temple ittclf, were 
the fpoils and trophies that had been taken 
from the Barbarians, which Herod dedicated 
over again, with the addition ot others of later 
date, that he himfelf had taken trom the 
Arabians, 

Upon one of the angles on the north-fide, 
ftood a ftrong well-fortity’d building, the work 
of fome of the Afamoneans, a family that tora 
long time executed the authority both of prince 
and high-pricft. They call’d this Place Baris, 
or the tower, and there they kept the ponti- Baris, erthe 
fical habits, which, according to cuftom, were tower. 
never to be taken out, but when the high- 
prieft was juft about to officiate. Herod apply’d 
it alfo to the fame ufe ; but afterhis death, it 
came tobe locg’d in the hands of the Romans: 
and there ic reited till the time of Tiberius ; 
in whofe reign, Vitellius being made gover- 
nor of Syria, and going to take pofieflion of 
his command, was fo honourably treated at 
Jcrufalem, that in acknowledgment of their 
affection and refpeét, he prevail’d with Cefar 
in behalf of the Jews, and at their carneft re- 
a that they might have the keeping ot the 

acred Depolitum, or the Stola facerdotalis, to 
themfelves, This petition being granted, it 
continued in their cuftody till atcer the death 
of king Agrippa: at which time Caffius Lon- 
inus, the governor of Syria, and Cufpius 
‘adus, licurenant of Judea, order’d the depo- 
fiting of the holy habits in the fore Antonia : 
infiiting upon it, that they ought to be ftill in 
the power of the Romans, as they were for~ 
merly. Hercupon they fent away their depu- 
tics immediately to Glands Cefar to follicit 
this affair. The young king Agrippa, happen- 
ing to be then at Rome, begg’d of Cefar the 
charge of thefe habits, which was forchwith 
granted him, and orders fent to Vitellius to 
deliver them. ‘The facred robes were former- 
ly kept under the feal of the high-pricit and 
the treafurcr of the temple ; who upon the 
eve of their folemn feftivals, apply’d chem- 
felves ftill to the commander in chiet of the 


* Sce Cotclerius’s notes upon the 2d Vol. of his Monumenta EcclefiGr. p. 545. : 
+ Anhundred cubits amounted to fomething more than one hundred and cighty two Englith feet, that is, fixt 


yards and two feet ; and an hundred and twenty to fomething more than feventy two yards; twenty cubits being full 


thirty fix feer. 
+E 


ive and twenty cubits were fomething more than forty five Englifh feet, that is, fifteen yards, Hight cubits 
were fomething more than fourteen feer, that is, four yards and two feet: And twelve cubits were upwards of twenty 


one feet, that ts, feven yards. 
** See Selden de jure naturse & gentium 1 iii. ¢. 8. 


tt A furlong was the cinhth part of a mile, that is, one 


hundred twenty five geometrical paces, or fix hundred 


fixty feven anda half of our fect, which make two hundred twenty two yards, one feor and an half. 


fort 





Chap. XIV. 
fort for the Romans; fhew’d him their feal, 
and took out the ftole ; and then when the 
holy-office was over, carry’d it back again to 
the fame place, and there in the prefence of 
the governor, fealed it up and left it: I fhould 
not have been fo particular in this point, but 
for the many changes that have happen’d in 
this proceeding. ‘This fort was a place of 
great ftrength already ; but Herod {till forti- 
aie it more and ne and in fo deus he for- 
n-tify’d the temple alfo ; giving it the name at 
bit oe lat of Reeonie in honor of his great friend 
Anthony once emperor of the Romans, 
Own the weft-fide of the wall there were four 
ates: one led to the court, crofs a valley that 
lay betwixt ; two to the fuburbs, and the laft 
to the city: with a defcent of a great many 
fteps down to the valley, and an afcent on the 
other fide of as many fteps up to the top. - The 
city ftood juft over againft the temple, with 
the appearance of a theatre, bounded toward 
the fouth with a deep valley. In the middle 
of that fquare was another gate juft equi-dif- 
tant from the two angles, with a triple ftately 
gallery, ftretching from’ the caft-fide of the 
valley to the weft; which was the uttermoft 
length the place would bear. ‘There. was ne- 
ver any thing under the fun more remarkable 
than this fpectacle: for the valley was of fo 
prodigious a depth, and the height of the 
building over it fo ftupendious, that it turn’d 
a body’s cyes and brain to look down from 
the top to the bottom of it. Thefe galleries 
refted upon four rows of pillars equally dif. 
tant one from another ; and a ftone wall 
wrought up betwixt thofe of the fourth rank. 
The pillars themfelves were as much about 
as three men could fathom ; feven and twenty 
foot in length, and upon a double bafe. ‘The 
number of them was one hundred and fixty two 
in the whole ; the chapiters fair and curious 
to a-miracle ; and the fculpture Corinthian 
work. Between thefe four rows of pillars 
were three galleries, two of them alike ;.that 
is to fay, thirty foot broad a-piece, upward of 
fifty in height, and a furlong in length : but 
that ‘in.the middle’ was half as broad again 
as the other, and twice as high. In the 
wainfcoting, there was a great varicty of cu- 
rious figures. The roof of the middle _gallc. 
ry, was fupported with ftone-work, fo deli- 
catcly wrought and cemented together, that it 
look’d like one entire ftone. 
Tuts may ferve for a defcription of the firft 
enclofure, and there was another not far off 


Aplan ofthe 
temple, or 
the firft en- 
clofure. 


Another en- 
clofure, 
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with a ftone wall, and a few ffeps up to ir, 
with a partition of ftonc, and an infcription 
upon 1 5 prohibiting any ftrangers to entcr 
there upon pain of death. This inward cn- 
clofure had three gates toward the fouth and - 
north, of an equal diftance one from the other : 
and to the eaftward, another much larger, 
where men that were purify’d had admittance 
with their wives; but the women were not 
permitted to pafs any further, 

TuERe was another place in the middle The middle 
betwixt the other two, where it was lawful “loture- 
only for the priefts to enter ; and that was it 
where the temple was ereéted, and before it 
the alcar, where they offer’d up their facrifices. - 

Now Herod durft not prefume to enter into 

that place himfelf, becaufe not being a prieft, 

he ftood prohibited by the law: fo that he 
committed the care of this part of the holy 

work to the priefts themfelves ; which they 

finith’d in eighteen months, when he himfelf The work fi- 
had been eight ycars a finithing the reft. auhed an 

Tue People were overjoy’d to fee fo great Agnes 
a work over in fo fhort’a time, giving God ; 
thanks for his bleffing on this undertaking, 
and extolling the king to the heavens, for the 
zeal he had fhewn to God’s holy worthip. 

The reftoration of the temple was now cele- 

brated with an univerfal joy, a facrifice of 

three hundred oxen upon ‘the king’s account, 

and fo for the reft in proportion; which 
amounted toa number in the whole hardly 

to be computed. And the folemnity was as 

much beyond expectation too ;- for the dedi- The dedica- 
cation of the temple, and the anniverfary of tion of the 
Herod’s coming to the crown, falling out temple. 
upon the fame day, doubled the folemnicy. 
Among other of his temple works, the vault 
muft not be forgotten, that Herod caufed to 
be carry’d under ground from the fort Anto- ¢ P'YY. 
nia to the eaft-gate of the temple, where he eerianon : 
ereéted another fort ; this vault being defign’d from fort to 
for a private and fafe retreat, either for him- fort. 

felf or his fucceffors, in cafe of any feditious 

practice againft the government. ‘There goes 

a tradition, that it never rain’d in the day- 

time all the while this temple was a building, 

but only in the night, out of a divine care (as 

it was Intrepreted) not to interrupt the pro- 

refs of the work. This ftory hath been 

anded down to us from father to fon, and 
it confifts well enough with the methods of 
God’s providence, where his worfhip is con- 
cern’d. But let this fuffice as to the reftora~ 
tion of the temple. 
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CHA P. 


The People murmur at it. 
teriains bint cery gracioufly 5 and reftores him bis two fous. 


A lav again? keufe-treakers. 







Ferualen. Salome and other accomplices flartled at it. 
CB AMIS. 

nut 2 HE king taking it for 

eg i aduty belonging to his 

a office, to fee juftice 

@ is done indifferently in 


<A 
' 


every partot the com- 
mon-wealth, and pri- 
vate as well as publick, 
made a new law for 
the punifhing of houfe- 
breakers, to this cftcé&: 
“ Vhat all olienders in that kind fhould be 
** fuld tor ilaves, to any that would purchafe 
“ them; without cxception, cven to ftran- 
gers. Now the people did not take this fo 
much for an animadvertion upon the maletiac- 
tor, as for _an encroachment upon the laws and 
cuttoms of the nation ; for the fubjccting of 
people to the impofitions of men, that liv’d by 
other rules and meafures, docs not fo much 
hurt to the criminal in the penalty, as to re- 
ligion itfclf in the example: and therefore, 
“our anticnt laws have made a good provi- 
“* fion in the cafe, by condemning the felon to 
“a four-fold reftitution, if he be worth it; or 
“¢ if infolvent, to be fold, but not to ftrangers, 
“* nor into perpetual flavery ; and at the end of 
“* feven years to be difcharg’d.” The con- 
The people ftraction, in finc, that they made of this new 
murmur at it. law, was, that it was unkingly, tyrannical and 

unjuft ; and a deliberate contempt upon the 
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Herod takes a journey to Rome. Cefar en= 
Herod takes them back with him to 
Herod not to be wroteght upon by 


For which 

reafon, cvery one took the liberty to utter the 

moft bitter invectives againft the king. Much 

about this time Herod took a voyage into Ita~ Herod takes 

ly, to make his court to the emperor, and to 4 journey to 

look after his fons there, whom he found every Ro™*- 

way accomplifh’d, in the underftanding both 

of letters and bufinefs, Cefar treated him Cefar graci- 

with fingular humanity and honour, and de- oufly re- 

liver’d the young princes back to their fa- aes bien, 
. ; and reftores 

ther, much improv’d to what they were when he him his two 

receiv’d them, They were well made, tall and fons. 

graceful, and had fomcthing fo taking in their 

converfation and behaviour, that difcover’d 

the xcellency of their minds was not inferior in 

proportion to the agrecablencfs of their per- 

fons : and taking air together, there appear’d 

fomewhat of a royal dignity in whatever they 

did. When Herod had paid his compliment, Herod 

he took Icave of Cefar, and went back with fe ee toe 

his charge, where thcy were no fooner arriv’d, to Jerufalem. 

but all people were gazing upon them with 

Joy and admiration. This did not pleafe Sa- Gilaie aud 

lome the king’s fifter, nor any of her accom- heraccompli- 

pie in the ruin of Mariamne ; for they ces ftartled ar 

ooked upon them with jealoufy and envy it 

in their hearts, and as initruments that Pro« 

vidence had preferv’d, and rais’d up to re- 

venge the death of their mother. Fill’d with 

theic invidious reflc€tions, they made ic their 

bulinefs 


eftablifh’d praétice and difcipline, 
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~ bufinefs to afperfe thein by fpreading {canda- j with an army toward the Bofphorus. 
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Herod Herod takes 








Herod not to lous calumnics and fuggcftions. ‘“ The fons,! took fhipping for Lesbos, where he fuppofed ‘hipping tor 


pe mov'd by ¢ (they faid) would never endure the conver- 

exlumpies:  ¢¢ farion of their father, after the dipping his 
“© hands in the innocent blood of their mo- 
“ ther.” They found, in fhort, that there 
was no way to work upon the father againft 
the fons, but by flanderous infinaations; and 
that was the courfe, therefore, they refolved 
to put in practice. Vhey did not however 
think it prudent to talk at this rate to rhe 
king himtclf; but they left che poifon to 
work rather in wandering hints and rumours 
among the people, - making no doubt, but fome 
way or other it would come to the king’s ear 
at laft, and probably create in him fuch. an 
averfion to his fons, as would: utterly deftroy 
the natural affection of .a father. 





CHAP. II, 


Hlevod marries Ariftobulas to Berenice,and Alexan- 
der to Glaphyra. ‘Agrippa gives Herod a vifit. 


HIS confpiracy of Salome and her con- 
federates had wrought nothing ‘as yet 


upon the confidence and paternal affection of’. 


Herod towards his fons; ‘but he continu’d to 

trear them wich all -poffible kindnefs, honour 

and refpeét, and without any fufpicion or re- 
Herod mar- ferve. The firft thing he did was to match 
ee them into princely families; Ariftobulus to 
renice, and Berenice the daughter of Salome ; and Alcx~ 
Alexander to ander ‘to Glaphyra, the daughter of ‘Arche- 
Glaphyra.  laus king of Cappadocia. 

Beine given to underftand by this timc, 
that Marcus Agrippa was gone back again out 
of Italy: into, Afia, he went over to ‘him, and 
gave him-a generous:and friendly invitation to 
come and: vifit him in his kingdom.. The fa- 
vour being accepted, there was nothing want- 
ing in Herod’s part that might contribute to 
Agrippa’s welcome and fatisfaction. He fhew’d 
him all che glorious cities and palacés that he 
had Jately built, or repair’ds carrying him to 
Scbufte, the port of Ccfarea, and the forts of 
Alcxandrion, Herodion, Hyrcania, &c: where 
he treated Agrippa and his friends with all 
the fplcendor and magnificence imaginable. 
After this tour, he conduéted him to, Jerufa- 
lem, where he was reccived by the whole 
multitude with the joy, pomp, and acclama- 
tions of a folemn feftival: Agrippa, to crown 
the work, dedicating to God the facrifice of 
a Hecatomb, and teafting the people. He 
was fo well pleafed with his journey, and his 
entertainment, that he would fain have ftaid 
longer; but winter coming on, and thofe fcas 
being dangerous, he’cmbark’d with his troops 
for lonia, laden with honours and prefents, 


Agrippa 
fie licrod 
a vilte, 


CHAP. III. 


Flerod takes fhipping for Lesbos; but is forced b 
contrary ‘balk ps ent He pa. Woe 
pa at Sinope, a city of Pontus. The greeting 
of the two princes; who pafs together to Sa- 
mos. The good offices Herod did Agrippa by 
the way. eee 


HLEN Herod had pafs’d the winter at 

home, he took another voyage upon 

a the opening of the fpring to find out Agrippa; 
who according to his intelligence’ was gone 








he might meet with him; but after he had ; Sr 
pafs’d Rhodes and Coos, he was driven by a Agtinps “ 


north wind upon the ifle of Chios, where he there; driven 
was forc’d to lie by for fome days. Here he by contrary 
received the compliments of a great many vi- Winds upon 
fitants whom at their return home he dif. "* Che 
mifs’d with royal prefents; and taking notice 

of feveral publick buildings that Jay yet 

in ruins cver fince the Mithridatick war, for 

want of money to repair them, he gave them 

credit for a tum {efficient to do the work, with He repairs 
an expreis charge immediately to fet about it, the buildings 
and finith it the firft thing they did. thac were 
_.TuHe wind coming now about, Herod fer ete 
tail, firft to Micylene, then to Byzantium 3 and, pees 
acaring that Agrippa had already pafs’d the 

Cyanean rocks, he made after him with all 

the fpeed he could, and join’d him at Sinope, 

a city of Pontus, Agrippa little dreaming of rye finds out 
fuch a friend, and fuch a flcet fo near him. Agrippa at 
Fis coming, in fhort, was fo feafonable, and Sinope, a city 
the greeting of the two princes reciprocally ees : 
fo tender and hearty, that nothing could be che vende 
more demonftrative of an honourable faith and fhe ie. 
friendfhip, than for one prince to poftpone ‘his princes. 
own butinefs, and upon fuch an urgent occa- 


dion too, for the fervicc-of another. So that 


Herod and Agrippa were, in” effeét,-all_ onc, Herod and 
in their arms, labours, hazards, and coun- Agrippaboth 
fels: and they were both as onc in their de~ #* one. 
lights and pleafures too: in difficulties, out of 
kindnefs; and in their diverfions, out of re= 
{pect. When Agrippa had difpatch’d what 
he came for in Pontus, he took his way back 
again over land, and fo they pafs’d through 
paphlagonia, Cappadocia, and the greater 
Parygia, to Ephefus, and thence by fea to 
Samos. Herod’s magnificence and generofity phe 

y pats 
was remarkable by the many good offices he together to 
did upon the way; as well by the power he Samos. 
had with Agrippa, as by large donatives and 
charities, at his own expence wherever there 
was occafion for it. There was hardly a town 
they pafs’d, but Herod prevail’d with Agrippa ‘phe good of 
for fomewhat or other in their favour: upon fices Flerod 
whofe mediation nothing was deny’d. Agrippa, did by the 
“tis truc, was in his own difpofition a fricnd, ¥*Y- 
even to mankind, where he could oblige any 
one man without wronging another; but it 
was not amifs ycr, to have fuch a remembran- 
cer and interceflor as Herod was, ready at 
hand ; over and above the natural biafs of fo 
friendly an inclination. At the ‘inftance of 
Herod, Agrippa pardon’d the Ilienfians, againft 
whom he was highly provoked. He paid an 
arrear for the people of Chios. that they had. 
incurr’d to the emperor; procured them pri# 
vileges ; and in one word, he did all the 
good he could wherever he came. 


CHAP. IV. 


The Fews in Ionia complain of the natives. 
Agrippa gives them a hearing, and affigns 
them council: Nicolaus: being entertain’d for 
the feu's. The grievances complain’d of. Sea 
weral decrees of the fenate in favour of the 
Jews. Ti i argie pon Cefar's merit, and 

Agrippa declares for them. 











PON their coming into Ionia, there 
was a mighty concongle of Jews of thar 
sl province 


l 
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provinces gotten together upon chat occalion, 
wich complaints againit che natives for break- 
ing in upon them in the exercife of their laws 
and worfhip; their officers dragging them 
trom their meetings to their courts of, quitice 5 
and putting a ttop to the holy treafure that 
thould be fent to Jerufalem; forcing ‘them to 
bear arms and pay publick duties out of their 
bare fubfittence-money 3 contrary to common 
taith, and to the liberties and exemptions 
granted them by the Romans. Herod laid 
hold of this opportunity of doing the Jews a 
fervice, and fo prevail’d with Agrippa to grant 
the plaintifis a hearing;: affigning them onc 
Nicolaus, a particular triend of his,.for their 
council. ‘bhere was a courc*call’d upon this 
occaiion, Agrippa himfclf being prefent, to~ 
gether with a bench of honourable Romans, 
fevcral princes, and other great men; the ad- 
vocate opening the caufe after this manner : 
“Wr THER, mott illuitrious Agrippa, fhould 
“ the miserable and opprefied fly for fanétua- 
“ ry and relief, but to thofe princes that are 
‘© able to proteét and to relicve them? this 
“© is che cafe of your humble fupplicants ; and 
* we muft prefume to appeal from your au- 
“ thority to your juftice, in a full confidence 
“ of your royal goodneis; for we have no- 
‘ thing more to defire at prefent, than the 
“ poileifion and enjoyment of what you your- 
“ tclves have granted us already, and which 
* our tellow-fubjcéts are now endeavouring 
“ro take from us. It the favours we cnjoy 
“ be great, we doubt not but you will now 
** think us as worthy to keep them, as you 
‘ found us before to receive them. If the be- 
“ nefit-be fmall, it refleéts upon your honour 
“co imagine that you are not able to make it 
** good: neither is this a greater injury to us, 
* than it is an indignity to yourfelves in the 
* contempt of your.judgment, and in the dif- 
‘* appointment of your pious intentions. Ifit 
‘© Were put to thefe very people, whether they 
“ would rather part with their lives, or with 
“ their laws, cuftoms,, difcipline, facrificcs, 
“ teftivals, &c. in honour -of. their Gods, 1 
** think, with fubmiffion, one may fafely an- 
“ {wer for them, that they would chufe the 
“ former. It is a common thing .to take up 
‘* arms tor religion: and, what is.the. great 
“ blefling of the peace,and freedom the world 
‘* enjoys. under the Roman empire, but that 
“ cyery honeft man: may live and worship af- 
“ter his own way? what pretence is there 
“* for people to impofe that upon others, which 
“ they will nor fubmit to themfclyes? as if 
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“ nations lic groaning in a ttate of fervitude 


“ 


a 
“ 


* yenerable even for their antiquity ; 
vils to the contrary notwithitanding) fo plain‘d of 


at the mercy of rigorous kings? neither is 
ours, at the beit, a condition to be envy’d ; 
for as to other matters, we delire nothing 
more than a common fhare of advantage 
with the reit of our fellow-fubjects ; pro- 
vided we may but be allow’d to worthip 
God atter the manner of our forefathers : 
which, as ic is innocent in itfelf on the one 
hand; fo it is for the fervice of thofe thar 
permic it, on the other: tor God does not 


‘only love thote that worfhip him them- 


fcelves, but thofe alfo that encourage the 
worthip of him in others. What is there 
in our way of holy offices that any fober 
man can take offence at? or in truch, chat 
is not in all refpects agrceable to picty and 
juftice? we make no difficulty of owning 
the rules and precepts of our lives and pro- 
feffion. The feventh day is a day of reft 
from all our labours, and a day that we fee 
apare for the ftudy of the law, as a dilci- 
pline that much conduces to the rectitying 
of our manners. Now thefe cuftoms of ours 
are not only blameleis in themfclves, even 
upon. the ftricteft examination of them, but ., 


that there can be no place of controverting 
the authority of laws that have ftood the 
teft of fo many ages. ‘The injurics we com= 
plain of are thefe. They facrilegioufly 
make feizure of monics dedicated to holy 
ufes: they impofe taxes upon pcople that 
ought in right to pay nonce. They hurry 


* them up and down to courts of juflice and 
’ other common atrendances, upon our days 


of folemnity and religious worfhip: and for 
no other end, but to turn out picty and dc~ 
votion to fcorn: and thefe practices they 
know in their hearts to be all unwarrant~ 
able and caufelefs. Your wifdom confults 
indifferently the common welfare of all 
your people, in the promoting of peace, and 
the preventing of feuds. Itis againit thefe 
injuries, moft excellent Agrippa, that we 
crave to be relieved, and that we may be 
allow’d the fame liberty hereafter in our 
lives and converfations, that we have cn- 
joy’d heretofore; and that our adverfaries 
may have no more advantage over us than 
we pretend to over them. We take this to 
be a juftice, not only in the reafon ef the 
thing, but in the right which your good- 
ne{s has given us to ic by declaring in our 
favour; to which purpofe, there are at this 
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ne griey= 
om 
(all Ca ances com- 


* ic Were not all one. whether we hinder ano- 
“ ther man from doing his duty, of,neglcét | “ 
** our own. It isa thing farther ro be con- |“ 


Several de- 


day to be feen in the capicol feveral decrees : 
crees of the 


of the fenate in tables of brafs, for the per- Rae 
‘ ” iS . a . tenate in he 
petual meinory of the thing. ‘Vhefe monus oor the 


** fider’d that there is no city, people or na- |“ 


“ don extant, that docs not depend upon the 
“ adminiftration, and the power of Rome, 
“ tor all the happinefs they can pretend to? 
“ will any thing now but a madman, reckon 


mental records were undoubtedly grounded Jews. 
upon the experiment of our faith and loy- 
alty to the ftatc.; belide that. the. obligation 
would be yet facred and inviolable, even 
without any antecedent merit on our part ; 


. . . t ' 
“it his interctt to fruftrate your bountics, | ‘ 


“ when every man living, fome way or other | 
“fhall be a lofer by it? our encmits-are not 

** aware'of it, that while they labour to in- | 
“ validate our rights, they deftroy their own: 
* for why fhould rhe fame conceflions be good | “ 
* to. them, and void to us; and that incfti- 
‘ mable privilege among the reft, of living’ | “ 
“* at cafe and liberty, under the proteétion of 
£* the Roman emperors, while fevcral other 


for your gencrous goodnefs hath-been ever 
fo far from lefiening or revoking the boun- 
ties you*have once beftow’d (and that-noc 
only .to us, but to all mortals) that it hath 
been your practice, rather to aniplify and 
enlarge them, even beyond all thought and 
expectation, as I could give :inftanegs abun- 
dantly, if my time wou id bear it, ; Buc not 
to. valug ouriclyés too much upon our own 
fervices, let our royal mafter’s oad offices 
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Chap. IV. 


“ {ocak for us.. Where did he ever fail, to 
“ the uttermoft of his power, to oblige your 
nation? Has-not his faith and zcal for your 
intereft becn try’d' over-and over?. Has. he 
not made the advancing of your honour his 
bufinefs and his ftudy? Were your affairs 
ever in any difficulty, and he: not efpoufe 
them: as his own? fo that if it. were but for 
our king’s fake, we might’pretend to fome 
fort of confideration.. We mutt not forget 
the fervices of his father Antipater neither, 
nor the enforcement of two thoufand aux- 
iliaries that he brought to Cefar.in Egypt, 
where his behaviour was fo fignally brave, 
and fo much to the advantage of. the em- 
pire, thac he had the reputation of being 
not inferior to any man living, either at fea 
or atland, for conduét and courage. We 
might appeal to the glorious prefents that 
Cctar made him, or rather to the letters re- 
commendatory that he wrote to.the fenate 
in his favour upon this occafion, by which 
he obtained for him the privilege of a citi- 
zen of Rome, with other additional ho- 
nours, This fingle argument, great prince, 
might be fufficient, even of itfelf, to evince 
‘that. thofe. favours were at firft well be- 
ftow’d, which. we are now imploring may 
be confirm’d ; ..befide that confidering the 
prefent league .of friendfhip betwixt your- 
felf and our:royal fovereign, we, do rather 
‘hope ‘for an augmentation of -your bounty, 
‘than fear any abatement of it. I might en- 
Jarge upon your holy. vows and facrifices at 
Jerufalem, the:fplendor of your entertain- 
‘ments, and the. fatisfaction you were pleafed 
. to own in the. reciprocal exchange of offices 
of hofpitalicy. and refpect, which were all 
evident proofs of an.affectionate tendernefs, 
and an amicable-underftanding betwixt the 
Jcws and the Romans, confirm’d and rati- 
tificd. under the very roof of the king him- 
{elf Now our.final requeft to the majeity 
of Agrippa, and in the prefence of the king 
of the Jews too,: is only this; that we may 
reap the fruits of your own bounty, without 
‘being depriv’d.of.it.by the fraudulent ma- 
lice.of others’) ii 

‘To this difcourfé,ef Nicolaus:-none of the 
Greeks made: any: reply 5, fo® it was.nor a ju- 
dicial tiial.of right, ; bus .a.pceitienary com- 
plaint’ only, to .getnshe. gricvance remov'd.. 
"They: could nat deny.the tad ; but the Jews, 
they faid, were ftrangers, and would be ‘a bur- 
cen to;them, whoinfifted upon it.on the other 
hand, that they: were: no ftrangers, but a pco- 
ple chat livid ia:their.own way, without of- 

; fence to God.or man. | bas uns 
Agrippa dee’ Wen Agrippa.came to underftand. how 
clires for the they were opprois?d, rhe declar’d himfelf in 
ie cor je Cheirfavour, asiwell::for the juftice of. ‘their 
civ aaa caufe, 1as.out ofthe wefpect he bare to Herod; 
affaring them and that:he,thoughit.their defircs fo reafonable, 
of proection, that.ifrthey. had been much larger, he fhould 
havencomplicd with them, fo dar at, leaft as 
would have confifted with his. duty,.to the 
ftate:of: Rome. -¢ But. fince I:find them fo 
“nmoderate, fays h¢,, in. their. demands, as to 
“© eontgne..themftlves, with; the jratification’ of 
‘. what is already: confer’d upon .them,: I do 
“ . Here:protiouneé:a,confirmation.of the claim 
‘hey make to thefe. privileges: .and take it 
© further upon myfelf, that fo long.as they 
‘ keep themfelves within the bounds of their 
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“ difcipline and profcflion, they fhall have 
*€ no morc trouble of this kind for the future.” 
With thefe words he difmifs’d the convention, 
and upon the breaking of it up, Herod gave 
Agrippa infinite thanks in the name of the 
whole nation; and fo with an interchange of 
mutual endearments and embraces betwixt rhe 
two princes, they both left Lesbos. 








CHAP. V._ 
Herod embarks for Cefarea. He calls au affembly 


at Fernfalem, audtells the people what hath 
Leen done for them in Afia. 


H 


riv’d ; from whence in a few days aftcrwards 
he came to Jerufalem, where he aflembled the Aeakle at 
Jews immediately, ftrangers as well as citi- Serataleans 
zens, and gave them an account of his expe= and tells the 
dition, and the great fervices he had done people what 
their friends in Afia, where they were at that 534 pore 
time free and eafy in their perfons and in their one ie ae 
religion, He did not forget to mind them nci- — 
ther, how they had profper’d under his. govern- 
ment; and that. he had no other inrereft in what 
he did, but the well-being of his fubje€ts. And 
for a further inftance of his goodnefs, he did 
at the fame time difcharge them of a fourth 
part of their tribute. Thefe fair words, as 
they were attended. with fuitable effeéts, chear’d 
the hearts of the pcople, and fent.them away 
with acclamations in their mouths,,:and the 
wifhes of all glory and profperity.co,the king. 


ERO D, upon parting; put to fea with perod em- 


a fair wind :for Ccfarea, where he ar= barks for Ce- 
farea. 
He calls an 








CHAP. VI, 


Salonze’s plot upon the two princes, Two' factions in, 
countermining onei another. Artificial calume ee 
nies... Salome: and Pheroras irritate -Herod 

_ againft bis. own fon. Flerod treats dutipater 
as. bis, next fucceffar.. Antipater endeavours to 
[upplant his brothers... Herod open and credum 
lous; and the. brothers. unwary. Herod’s re- 
venge. upon Alexander,,and Ariffobulus, The 
mother of Antipater. fent for to court. Auti- 

. pater waits upon Agrippa to Rouie. 


7, HIL Ethefe things werc a doing abroad, Galainete ston 
: ‘ malicious heart-burnings and animodli- and pradtice 
tics were fomented at home by the praétice of upon the two 
Salome upon the two. young princes, whom fhe princes, 
hated mortally ;..and taking courage from the 

fuccefs of her calymnics upon the mother, fhe 

proceeded with the greater confidence in her 
defigniypon the fons, and with this. view too, 

not-to leave one alive that might be iri a con- 

dition to revenge the blood of that innocent 

Jady; and the defign was not.carried on with- 

out; fome fort of colour neither; forthe young wo were 
men did not behave themfelves fo, refpeétlully nor to wary 
toward thcir fathgy, as.they flould have. donc; weet fhould 
partly :out of anindignation for the violence b4ve been. 
commited upon the perfon of their. mother, 

and partly. out,of an ambi tion to get the rule 
into thaip own-hands.. , The factions were now Two factions 
at. work, -beewixe ,reviving old, grudges and countermi- 
aroating new ones. . ‘The fons sail'd in, downe ning one an- 


‘right fourrjlity.ac Salome and Rheroras; , and other. 


they.on the other fide as fpitefylly, bug mare 
flyly undermin’d the brothers; fo chat though 
there 


be 


4O2 


fxrtittcral ca- 
lumuites 
againg the 
two brothers. 
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their publick boatts that the murderers of their 
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there was no love lott, they had difltrent ways , hand (as out of an over-tondnefs afterward he 

yee of exprefling their hatred ; forthe princes, did) but he betook himfelf to this expedient 

cither in heat of youth, or in confideration of | by way of trial, to fee if he could by thefe 

their education and quality, made no icruple | means put a check upon the infolencies of Ma- 

openly to fhew and expre{s their refentment.|riammne’s children, and bring them to better 

But the other made way to the execution of |reafon, when they fhould find that Ict, them 

their malice by artifice and difguife, provoking | do what they would, the government thould 

the young men to extravagancies of language, | not want a fucceflor. In this contemplation Berea ce 
on purpofe to enfmare them. ‘¢ They took It Herod treated Antipater with a countenance Antipater sy 
“t tor an honour, they faid, to be the fons of | of authority and truit, and as the next pre- his next tic. 
“© fuch a mother ;” infitting upon it ftill, that {tender to the crown; making no doubt all ¢eflor. 

fhe was bafely murder’d. Now thefe words this while of reducing his other fons by this 

were a fufficient ground for a calumnious jea- method, within the bounds of modefty and 

loufy to work upon; for they would bear tie duty. Bure ic fell out quite otherwife; for 
conitruétion of deliberating upon a revenge they refented it as an affront; fo that inftead 

wich their own hands. This was now become | of a curb, it prov’d a provocation. Antipater Antipateren. 
the talk of the whole town ; and while every being highly-advane’d in his father’s affections, d¢esvours to 


body elfe pitied the young men for the dan- and 10 much beyond his expeétation too, re- ae his 
gcrous liberties they took of talking at that ys 


: foly’d to maintain his ground, and not be fferod in 
de{perate rate, Salome made her advantage of | out-rival’d by cither of his brothers; to which openand cre. 
their indifcretions, and improv’d them to her 


end he labour’d with all his might by tales dulous. 
own ends. They would be faying commonly 


and calumnies to render them odious to their 
in che heat of their impatience for the lots of 


father, who was in truth fo crcdulous and 
their mother, “ That next to the miferable [open to thofe ill offices and impreffions, that 
“¢ fate of that unhappy princefs, thcy look’d 


he eafily gain’d his point to his own with, and 
‘ upon their own circumftances to be the | wrought him into an averfion that grew every 
‘ moft deplorable of all others, in the necct- 


day more implacable than other. His heare 
“ ficy of cohabiting with the murderers, and} was fo fet upon this project, that he fearce 
<< in fome meafure becoming pattakers ot the 


thought of any thing clfe. However, that he 
“* crime, by communicating with their com-j might not fecm to have any hand in the accu- 
** pany.” fation of his brothers, he guarded againft ut- 

Herop’s abfence all this while was a great | tering any difrefpecttul language againit them 5 
advantage to the managers of this intriguc. ] tor he manag’d his defign by fuch other inftru- 
But foon after his return now, and the ha-{ ments as he knew the king would give credit 
rangue that I told you of, Salome and Phe-|to, and as he might fafely depend upon him- 
roras were prefently at work upon him, with 


felf. Antipater was now look’d upon as the 
cautions and infinuations of the danger he was j rifling fon, and court made to him accordingly, 
in trom his own fons, and how they made 


as the ready way to preferment 3 his party co- 

vering the whole practice ftill with a pre- 

tended zcal for the fervice of Herod. ‘The 

confidents of this fecret being all true to the py. brothers 

plot, made advantage of the young mens im- unwary and 

potences in heat and paffion, who laid them~ paffionate. 

{elves now opencr than before; breaking out 

by firs into tears and exclamations, fierce re- 

monftrances of the intolerable wrongs and: 

affronts that they endur’d ; calling out in the 

bitternefs of their hearts upon the ghoft of 

their innocent mother, and charging thcir fa- 

ther, in plain terms, with manifeit injuftice. 

Now all thefe intcmperances were watch’d 

and obferv’d by the accomplices of Antipatcr, 

and then carried to Herod, with improvements 

and additions, to widen the breach. . Thefe yynr6¢ yo. 

incendiarics had fo exafperated the king, that venges hin 

he reveng’d himfelf upon Alexander and. Ari- felf upon 

ftobulus, by heaping more and more honours alexander 

and favours upon Antipater; who, in the con= 170. he hes 

clufion, fo far prevail’d upon Herod, that he ing Ind to 

got his mother fene for to court, and recom- Antipater. 

mendatory letters to Cefar for himfelf,.. much The mother 

to his credit and advantage. And finally, of Appar 
7 2 

upon Agrippa’s return to ‘Rome, after ten court 

years adminiftration in Afia, .Herod made a , 

voyage by fea, to compliment him upon the 

way, and took only Antipater, of all his fons, 

along with him, together with. many rich pre= 

fents ; and upon parting, he begg’d the favour Antipater 

of Agrippa, that his fon might wait upon him waits upon 

to Rome, and be there introduc’d by him to Agripps to 

Cefar. ‘This was to fhew that all was done Rome. 

now by Antipater, to the exclufion of his two 


brothers. 
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mother fhould never efcape feot tree. To this 
they added a feign’d ftory of Archelaus, the 
king of Cappadocia; and how they depended 
upon his intereft with Cefar to athit them in 
the prefecution of their father. ‘This wrought 
the more fentibly upon Herod, becaufe he heard 
the fame things over and over again trom 1tc~ 
yeral hands, Upon this occation he could not 
but call to mind the miferies he had already 
endured by factions in his family, cven to the 
depriving him of his beloved friends, and the 
dearcit wite in nature. "Tormented with thefe 
reflections, and taking the meafure of things 
to come, by things paft, the profpeét betore 
him was fo confounding, that he had no longer 
the ufe of his reafon. He was, in fhort, for- 
tunate abroad, beyond all thought or imagi- 
nation, and no Iefs wretched at home; info-~ 
much, that-confidering both extremes, it my 
be a queftion whether the glory of his prof- 
crous condition in the world was fufficient to 
alance the calamities he fuffer’d in the difor- 
ders of his family; and whether he might 
not have been a happier man in a private ftate 
betwixt both. . 
Waite he was now catting about what 
meafures to take, he bethought himfelf of ta- 
king another fon he had, that he brought up 
privately into his family, and there to cnter- 
tain him wich honour and refpect ;_ propoling 
by this means to take down the infolent am- 
bition of his fons; his name was Antipater. 
Now Herod had no thought at firft of put- 
ting the government into this young man’s 
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CHAP. VIL 


Herod appeals to Cefar in the cafe of his fons. The 
tender and generous behaviour of the brothers, 


Antipater’s FITS voyage of Antipater to Rome, 
‘ourney fo efpecially accompanied with his father’s 
Rome much Jetters and commendations to all his friends 


to hy honour 
and advan- 


pa advantage. ‘The only thing that troubled him 


was, that being now out of the way, he could 
not fo conveniently impofe upon his father 
wich calumnies againft his brothers, as when 
he was at his clbow, which gave him not a 
little trouble, for fear he might poffibly come 
to change his mind, and be brought over to 
terms of more moderation toward the child- 
ren of Mariamne. This thought was ftill up- 
permoft in his head; but he purfued his firft 
point ftill; and what he could not now do by 
word of mouth, he fupplied by fpiteful letters 
to kecp up the evil humour, upon the pretext 
of being wonderfully. in pain for his father’s 
fafcty, when he was, in truth, working his 
way all this while by under-hand practices to 
poticfs himfelf of the government, having al- 
rcady traniported Herod to fuch a degree of 
difpleafure, that his fons had not in the world 
a greater encmy. But this unnatural rigour 
Was not yct without fome intervals of reluc- 
tancy ; fo that for fear of doing any rafh thing 
in his anger, efpecially in the cafe of a fa- 
ther and his children, he took up @ Ic 
folution of another journey to Rome, and 
Herod ap-. there openly to cxhibic an accufation againtt 
pealsto Cefir his fons to Cefar 3 but miffing him at Rome, 
Henct® fhe follow’d him to Aquileia; where Herod, 
*  upon‘an application to him for leave to bring 

an unhappy caufe before him, produced his 

two fons, and charg’d them not only with in- 

folence, but an attempt to poifon him; aggra- 

vating the malice and the horror of the wick- 

ednefs to the degree of a confpiracy againft 
the crown and dignity of their father; and 

all this, notwithitanding the licence Cefar had 

given him to leave the facceffion to which of 

the fons he pleas’d, or to him of the two that 

he fhould find moft dutiful ; nay, and in cafe 
of their failing of the fovercignty themfelves, 

they would be content even with the fingle 
dcuth of their father, though with the utter-, 
moft peril of their own lives in che procuring 
of it; fo inhuman, fays he,-and fo impious is 

the rancour that is fettled in the minds of thefe 

young men; adding how long he had born 
thefe indignities; which he was now at lait 
enforced even againtt duty and good man- 

ners, to obtrude upon Cefar’s car and patience, 
But what have I done, fays he, to deferve 

‘this? whom have I wrong’a? or with what 
face fhall any man pretend to difpoflefs a prince 

fo long fettled in the exercife of a power ac- 

quired by fo many hazards? or to bar him the 

liberty of devifing ic, at death, to him that 

fhall by his faithtul piety beft deferve it? This 

would be reafonable, if it were but to provoke 

a generous cmulation, and to make virtue the 

way to honour, efpecially when ’tis againft 

religion and nature, fo much as to entertain fo 

Jeud a thought; for whoever wifhes himfelf 

on his father’s throne, wifhes the other dead, 


in regard that the one cannot fucceed, while |: 


the other’s living. Can they pretend, fays he, 


that ever ¥ was wanting to’ chem in any of-|: 


the Antiquities of the Jews. 


there, cturn’d exceedingly to his honour and! 
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fice becoming a gracious prince, or an indul= 
gent father, cither in matter of ftate, retinue, 
curiofities, or the like? Have I hot match’d 
them to princefles of the firtt quality? Arifto- 
bulus to the daughter of my own fitter, and 
Alexander to the daughter of king Archelaus ; 
nay, which is more than all the reft, when I 
might have punifh’d them by my own autho- 
rity, I have rather appealed to Cefar, the com. 
mon patron and benefa¢tor of us all; and fec- 
ting afide the authority of a Prince, and of a 
father, over thefe treacherous violaters of their 
duty, I have now fer myfelf upon a level with 
my fubjeéts and children, to be determin’d by 
Cefar, only with this tequeit to his imperial 
majctty, that fo enormous a wickednefs may 
hot pafs unpunifh’d, and I myfelf ftand con- 
demn’d to {pend the remainder of my daysin 
a reftlefs anxiety of apprehenfion. Thefe 
wretches deferve certainly never to fee the 
light again, after fo audacious an affront, up-= 
on the mott facred rights of fociety and hu-. 
man nature, 

WueEn Herod had deliver’d his charge 
(and with warmth enough too) the young 
Princes that could not forbear weeping all the 
while he was a {peaking, burft out into a flood 
of tears, upon the finithing of his difcourfe - 
Not as confcious of anv crime, but out of an 
honourable fenfe of picty to fee their father 
their accufer; with this Prospect before them, 
that they muft either conteit the caufe, or 
abandon their own integrity; the former be= 
ing undecent, and the other unfafe. In this 
hetitation and fufpence, they berook themfelves 
to fighs and tcars, without one word fj peaking ; 
and this filence, they were afraid, would be 
taken for guilt, when in truth it was only want 
of practice and affurance, being unwonted to 
fpeak before fuch an auditory. Cefar made a 
right judgment of the matter, and fo did the 
whole afiembly; who were all mov’d, to the 
higheft degree of tendernefs and compaflion, 
and the accufer himfelf among the reft. 


SSS EE 


CHAP. VII. 


Alexander's addrefs and defence. The two brom 
thers clear'd. Herod prefents Augiflus 5 and 
Augufius prefents Herod in return. Herod foes 
back with his fons to Fudea, and meets Archen 
aus at Eleufa. He calls a council at Ferifae 
him, and declares his fucceffor. 
Twas by this time evident, that Cefar and 
I Herod werc both tenderly affeéted to thefe 
unfortunate princes; infomuch that feveral 
there prefent wept in picy for them. So foon 
as they came totake notice of this favourable 
difpotition, Alexander, the elder of the two, 
addrefs’d himfelfto his father upon the tubjeét 
of their charge as follows: 
*¢ Sir, wecannot but take.it fora clear evi- Alexander’ 
; é ers 
dence of your good intentions toward US, addrefs and 
. that you have brought us to this place before defence. 
fo great and jut a judge, and fo gracious a 
Prince, forthe decifion of our cauie, with- 
out employing cither your regal or paternal 
ower over your own children and people, 
uc in transferring us toRome, and by way 
of an appeal to Cefar too, it is given mani~ 
feftly to ote ee that you have a defire 
r 


and purpofe to preferve us; for men do not 
5K  ufe 


The tender 

and pencrous 
behaviour of 
the brothers. 
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ufe to carry thofe to temples and altars, 
whom they intend to deftroy. But yet at- 
ter all this, for an aggravation of our mil- 
fortune, we are confcious to ourfelves that 
we arc not worthy to live, had we been 
guilty of any thing that look’s like difloyal- 
ty or ingratitude coward fo good a tather; 
and we had much rather dic innocent, than 
furvive the feandal of fuch a fufpicion. If 
providence fhall enable us to defend the 
truth, the proof of our innocence will be 3 
much greater comfort to us than the deli- 
verance of our perfons; but if calumny 
fhonld prevail, a lite under thofe infamous 
circumitances would be worfe than a thou- 
fand deaths, The pretext of an ambitious 
defign upon the government, is well cnough 
accommodated to the intemperate heats of 
young men; and the inftance of our unfor- 
tunate mother furnifhes more colour for it. 
But whofe cafe, I befeech you, Sir, may 
nor this be as well as ours; and why may 
not the children of all other princes under 
our circumftances, be charged with the fame 
defign, iffufpicion fhall pafs for a proof? 
For here is only an invidious accufation, 
without the leaft fhadow of any evidence of 
prefumption, or fo much as a probability to 


‘ fupport it. Why is not the poifon irfelf, 


or the accomplices and the inftruments of the 
practice produced? Where are the con- 
fpirators, the confpiracy, the bribery, or 
the defamatory letters? But the whole 
ftory, in fine, is invention and flander, with- 
out any countenance to give it credit. A 
divided court, ’tis true, is a great misfor- 
tune; but the hope of preferment, which 
vou are pleafed to call the reward of vir- 
tue, proves an incentive many times to all 
forts of wickednefs; nay, we infift fo far 
upon our integrity, that we defy the whole 
earth to difprove us. As tor fcandals, there’s 
no refuting them, where the ear is open to 
the calumny, and deaf tothe defence. If 
we have talk’d at large, it was not meant 
againft yourfelf, Sir, (which would have 
ill-becom’d us) but againft your tale-bearers. 
Jf we have paffionately lamented the lofs 
of our dear mother, it was not purely for 
the death itfelf, but out of a zeal to the 
honour of her memory, which we found 
blafted where fhe leaft deferv’d it. And to 
what end again fhould we afpire tothe go- 
vernment in the life-time of our father? 
for if we do already enjoy the honours be- 
longing to the royal tamily, (as effectually 
we do) what have we farther to ftrugg}c 
for? Or if we are at prefent debarr’d of our 
right, may we not yet prefume to wifh and 
hope for’s? Can it be imagin’d that ever 
the murderers, in fuch an inftance as this, 
fhould fet up for fucceffors, when fea and 
land, after fo flagitious a villany, would 
confpire to ruin them? How would it con- 
fift wich the picty of the fubjeéts, or with 
the religion of the country, to fet up par- 
ricides tor kings, and to fee the holy tem- 
ple that you yourfelf creéted to the great 
God, prophaned by the bafeft of atlaffins ? 
Or, all other confiderations apart, how 
fhould any man chink to deftroy Herod, 
the empcror yet living, and not fall under 
the power and juftice of Cefar? We are 
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to be, but the misfortune of our family, ra- 
ther than the feandal. Now if there ap- 
pears nothing againit us, upon any colour- 
able pretence, where is the ground of the 
accufation that expofes us for fuch impious 
wretches? As tothe death of our mother, 
’tis a confideration to make us rather cau- 
tious than outrageous. We might multiply 
words endlefly ; but there’s no need of ex- 
cufing a thing that-never was done ; where- 
fore we haye only this now to beg of the 
mighty Cefar, and at prefent our fovercign 
judge, that if you can, Sir, in your con- 
{cience, difcharge us of any farther fufpi- 
cion for the future, we may be allow’d to 
live, how miferable focver; for what can 
be more grievous than to lic under the im- 
putation, even though falfely, of the moft 
horrid of crimes! But if you go on fuf- 
pecting us, the torments of our own thoughts 
will do our bufinefs, without your help; 
for we are not fo fond of life, as to think 
of preferving it to the trouble of him from 
whom we receiv’d it,” 

Tue accufation was fo extravagant, that 


Cefar gave no great credence to ic from the 
very beginning ; but when he came to reflect 


u 


pon the honeity and franknefs of Alexander’s 


defence, and the change of countenance he 
obferv’d in Herod, he was more and more 
confirm’d in an opinion that the young princes 
had been traduc’d. The whole court, in fhort, 
was mightily in pain for them, and not with 
out hard thoughts of the king himfelf, for fo 
rafh and violent a profecution; fo that what 
with the nonfenfe of the ftory, and the trouble 
they werc in to feethe lives of two fuch lovely 
youths in danger, they refolv’d, one and all, to 
do them the beft offices they could, efpecially 


after fo fober a reply to fo provoking a charge; 


the princes ftill continuing in the fame pofture 
of modefty and fadnefs, with down-catt cycs, 
waiting for the iffue, which was not altoge~ 
ther hopelefs in the conclufion ; for the king 
himfelf difcover’d a kind of confcious confu- 
fion in his looks’; as who fhould fay, what 
temerity have I been guilty of to bring fucha 
caufe as this in debate before Cefar, without bet- 
ter proof! Cefartook notice of all thefe things 5 
and after a fhort paufe of deliberation, decli- 


ve 
oe 


ce 
ce 
ce 
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r’d himfelf to this effect: “ That the fons 
werc in fome fort to blame to give their ta- 
ther any caufe of jealoufy ; but that, upon 
the main, he acquitted them fo far, that he 
pronounced them innocent ; defiring Herod 
at the fame time to forgive and forget, 
without any farther diftruit, and fo to make 
a finalend of the controverfy, as being a 
moft unreafonable thing for a father to ¢n- 
courage ill offices againit his own children ; 
telling him farther, that things would 
mend in time, and all breaches be intirely 
made up, if they could but once come to 
a mutual confidence, and a fair underftand- 
ing one with another.” 


on’d to the brothers to come forward, and as 
they were advancing with tears in their cycs, 
and fubmiffion in their hearts, and upon the 
very point of cafting themfelves at their fa- 
ther’s fect, the king with infinite tendernefs 


took them into his arms, one 
and prevented them. 


atter the other, 
he furprize of this 


not fuch fools and profligates as we are faid | unexpeéted encounter drew tears of joy from 


the 
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C 1 After this declarae The two bie 
tion of himfclf, upon that occafion, he beck= thers cleus 


Chap. VIIL 





Herod pre- 





the whole company ; after which greeting, and 
the payment of their dutiful acknowledgments 
to Auguftus, Herod and his two fons went 
their way together, taking Antipater along 
with them; the moft joy’d man in the world, 
as he pretended, at this reconciliation. 

Some few days after this, Herod, while 


fents Auguf- Auguftus’ was treating the people with {pecta- 
tus, and Au- cles and doles, made Cefar a prefent of three 


gaflas pre- 
fents Hero 
in return. 


YWerod goes 


back wich his 


fons to Jus 
dea. 


* hundred talents; who in requital beftow’d 
upon him one moiety of the profits of the 
mines of Cyprus, and the difpofition of the 
other, with feveral honourable bounties and 
commiffions, over and above. He gave him 
liberty alfo to appoint which of his fons he 
pleas’d for his fucceflor; or otherwife to di- 
vide the government betwixt them, which he 
lik’d beft. Now Cefar finding him ready to 
comply, put only this bar upon him, that he 
fhould not refign the government in his own 
life-time, but keep his kingdom in his power 
as well as his children. 

Tuts was the pofture of affairs when He- 
rod returned with his three fons for Judea. 
The people at Trachonitis, a confiderable part 
of that kingdom, had in his abfence revolted, 
it feems ; but by the vigilance and good go- 
vernment of the officers he had lete behind 
him, they were reduced to their duty. As 


He meets Ar- Herod and his fons were upon their voyage, 


chelaus at 
Eleufa. 


He calls a 
council at 
Jerutalem, 
and declares 
his fucceffor, 


coming to Eleufa, a city of Cilicia, now called 
' Sebafte, they found, there Archelaus, the king 
of Cappadocia; who was even overjoy’d to. 
fee Herod and his fons fo well reconciled, and 
to underftand that his fon-in-law Alexander 
had acquitted himfelf upon his trial with fo 
much honour. Archelaus, in fine, received 
Herod with all humanity imaginable; and fo 
after a reciprocal exchange of endearments 
and prefents, the two kings parted. Herod 
immediately upon his arrival at Jerufalem, 
called the people together into the temple, 
and there entertain’d them with an account of 
his expedition: and when he had run thro’ 
the hiftory of the honours Cefar had done 
him, and other paffages that he had a mind 
they ‘fhould know, he turn’d his difcourfe at 
Jaft to his fons, with a particular recommen- 
dation of peace and unity, as well to the 
court as to the common pcople; ‘ declaring 
* tothem in form, that he appointed his fons 
“ to be his fucceflors; Antipater, in the firft 
“¢ places and after him, Alexander and Ari- 
ftobulus in their ordcr. But during my 
life, (fays he) you are to own no other 
Jord and matter than myfelf. I {peak this 
to my family with my officers and people 
of all forts, whether military or civil. 
Make this the meafure of your allegiance, 
“as ever you hope for one happy hour. 1 
“ fhall grow in ycars, ’tis true, but that will 
“* be rather an advantage than an incapacity 5 
“( for age brings expericnce, and experience 
“¢ teaches men wifdom, which can only fit a 
*¢ man for the funétions of government; cipe- 
* cially accompany’d with other neceflary 
“* circumftances for a political adminiftration.” 
With thefe words he finifh’d his fpeech, and 





the Antiquities of the JEws.« 


difcharg’d the aflembly. Some were well 
enough pleas’d with it, others as much the 
contrary ; for upon the cafting of this bone 
of emulation among the fons, matters look’d 
already toward a change. 
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CHAP. IX, 

Cefarea fenifbed. The folemnity of the dedica- 
tion. The Certamen Duinquennale. Herod builds 
Capharfaba, Cypron, Phafael, &c. Rebuilds 
the temple of the Pythian Apollo, and fettles 


an annuity for the olympick games. The cha- 
vader of Flerod, on 


405 


eta E city of Cefarea was now finith’d, Cefarea fi- 


in the tenth 
foundation, in the 28th of Herod’s reign, and 
and in the Olympiad one hundred ninety two. 


ear from the laying of irs nifh’d. The 
» laying: of its Qeaication 


of it cele-~ 
brated with 


The dedication of it was celebrated with -all all manner 
the magnificence and fplendor imaginable : of plays, 


matters procur’d from all parts, and the beft 
that could be gotten too in all faculties and 
exercifes; as muficians, wreftlers, fword{men, 
and the like; and thefe in their feveral pro- 
feffions, to play their prizes. They had their 
horfe-races alfo, and feveral forts of wild 
beafts, with all other varieties of fpeétacle 
and entertainment that were in vogue, either 
at Rome or elfewhere. This folemnity was 
inflituted to the honour of Cefar, under the 
appellation of Certamen Qe 
the ceremony to be exhibite 


{pectacles, 
and games, 


inquennale ; and The Certa- 
every fifth year. men Quin- 


It was a prodigious charge that the king was quennale. 


at for the furnifhing of this pompous thew, 
in curiofities from all quarters far and near ; 
befide what Julia, the wife of Cefar contri- 
buted toward it upon her own account, and 
in expenfive rarities out of Italy, computed at 
about five -- hundred talents upon the whole : 


-over and above the vaft multitudes of people 


that flock’d thither upon this occafion, and di- 
vers embafladors from abroad out of a com- 
pliment to Herod, which were all entertain’d, 
treated and diverted at the king’s coft, with 
{peétacles by day, and fumptuous feafting and 
ollities by night, to the inhale reputation of 
is character tor a gencrous and a magnanimous 
prince. He made it all his bufinefs, in fine, to 
out-do himfclf, and by the fplendor of every 
fuceeeding action, to darken the glory of the 
former: infomach that both Cefar and Agrip- 
pa had been often heard to fay, that he de- 
ferved the government both of Syria and 
Egypt, to be added to his province; for that 
the command and revenue of Judca was too 
narrow for his foul. 

When the folemnity of this feflival w 
over, he fet himfelf to the building of ano- 
ther city, upon a plain call’d Capharfaba, a 
fpot of ground that was moft delicioufly pro- 
vided with wood and water; a pleafant river 
about it, and a grove with a delicate planta- 
tion of curious trees near the place. He gave 
this town the name of Antipatris, from Anti- 
pater his father: and he buile after this a 
caftle beyond Jericho, which he call’ Cypris, 
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* Three hundred talents weighed thirty four thoufind two hundred and eighteen pounds, nine ovnces; and 
their value in filyer amounted to onc hundred two thoufind, fix hundred and fifty fix pounds, five fhillings ; und 
in gold to one million, fix hundred forty two thonfind, five hundred pounds, Tnplint money. 

t Five hundred talents weighed fifty feven thoufind thirty one pounds, three ounces, and their value in filver 
amounted to an hundred feventy one thonfand, ninery three pounds, fifteen fhillings ; and in gold to two millions, 
feven hundred thirty feven thoufind, five hundred pounds of our money. 
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from the name of his mother; a {weet delight- 
ful feac well built and fortity’d: not torger- 
ting his beloved brother all this while; to 
the honour of whofe memory he dedicated fe- 
veral glorious and monumental ftructurcs 5 as 
in the firft place a tower in the city itfelt, not 
inferior for ftrength and Jargenefs to the Alex- 
andrian Pharos, to which he gave the name 
of Phafael; after which he ere¢ted a town 
upon the north-fide of the valley of Jericho, 
Which he called by the fame name. By this 
means, the country round about, that was be- 
fore abandon’d, came to be peopled again, 
and was called the Province of the Phatfac- 
lites. 
Ix would be endlefs to run through the 
hiftory of all his bounties in Syria, Greece, 
and, in truth, wherever he came, by giving 
his affiftance to fome; advancing publick 
works for others; and fupplying monies el{e- 
where, for the perfcéting of what tome had 
begun, and could not go thorough with. 

Bur to come to the moft magnificent and 
illufttrious of all his undertakings, there was the 


He rebuilds temple of the Pythian Apollo at Rhodes, that 
the temple of he rebuile upon his own particular account, 


the Pythian 


“polio 








. for 


the Olympi- 


an Pames. 


‘The charac- 


ter of Herod, perhaps made up of fo many feeming contra- 


ttleran of his own revenue toward the maintenance 


confering a great many talents of tree gitt, 
on the Rhodians for the building of fo ma- 
ny fhips. Another vait fum he gave tor the 
repairing and finithing of feveral publick edi- 
fices in the city of Nicopolis, which was 
erected by Cefar, near Actium. He built two 
galleries in Antioch (which is the largett city 
et Syria) that went quite crofs the town, 
with a walk betwixt them. Thefe gallerics 
were glorioufly adorn’d, and the ftreets pav’d 
with a fmooth polifh’d ttone, both for che or- 
nament of the place, and for the conyctiience 
of the inhabitants. 

He fet apart alfo a yearly allowance our 


of the olympick games, which began now to 
fink in their reputation, for want of a main- 
tenance to bear the charge of facrificcs and 
pompous expences, fuitable to fuch a meeting : 
by which munificence he got the name of a 
perpetual mafter of the revels. 

Bur after all this, there never was any man 


diétions. Take him in the general, for his 
liberality and the external appearance of a 
difpofition todo good to all men, one would 
have concluded him the bett-natur’d perfon 
under the fun: bur then to confider, on the 
other land, the extreme rigour and injuftice 
of his practices, even upon his nearcft relati- 
ons, as well as upon his fubjeéts at large, it 
is not to be deny’d but that he was harfh and 
inexorable, without cither pity or fhamc. Now 
upon this view, a body would take him to be 
a man divided within himfelf; buc I am ra- 
ther of opinion that he was uniform and fted- 
dy to the fame meafure and principle. As he 
was greedy of honour, and a perfon wholly 
abandon’d to that impotent vanity, he was 
contequently magnificent, in order to the 
compatling of his end; and according to the 
profpect he had cither of a glorious life or of 
an honourable memory. This made him pro- 
tufe beyond his fortune, and burdenfome to 
his fubjects ; for there was no fupplying of his 
extravagant cxpences by fair and warrantable 
means. He was then fenfible of the ill-will 
he had drawn upon himfclf by his oppreffion, 

















US of 
and of the difficulty of allaying thofe fediti- 
ous difcontents: which he faw was a thing 
not to be done, without either retrenching his 
disburfements, or fhortening his revcnue. So 
that he had no way lett now, but to improve 
the people’s fpite to his own benefit; which 
he did, firft by provoking men beyond all pa- 
tience, and then treating them as the worft of 
enemies for murmuring: and this was the 
courfe he took, without diftinétion of perfons, 
whether friends or relations; being refolved 
to affert his dignity in all cafes whatfoever. 
But he gave to underftand by the honours he 
paid to others, .as to Cefar and Agrippa, and 
che reft of his illuftrious friends, what he cx- 
pected to himfelf; and that he intended the 
one fhould be exemplary to the other. This 
was cnough to thew the bent and biafs of his 
inclination. Now Herod’s way of doing ho- 
mage to fuperiors was no precedent for the 
Jews to follow 3 but a flat contradittion to 
their laws and practice; being train’d up to 
principles of obedience tor confcience, with- 
out any regard to intercft or power. This 
reftraint was exceedingly to their lofs, for 
they might otherwife have infinuated them- 
felves by the pompous dedications of temples 
and ftatues, into the good graces of the king 5 
and with other fuch like flatreries have grati~ 
fy’d the vanity of an ambitious man. ‘This, 
in fine, do I take to be the true reafon of 
Herod’s exceffive generofity and bounty to- 
ward ftrangers; and no Iefs, of his incxora- 
ble cruclty toward his own fubjects. 








CHAP. X. 


The Greeks petition Cefar againft the Fews. Ce- 
far confirms them in ther previleges. Several 


decrees highly in their favour. 
: [ ‘HE Jews of Afia and thofe of Cyrene 
in Africa, were at this time fo ill treat- 
ed by the Grecks, and without any end or 
or meafure, upon a pretence that they carry’d 
their money out of the country, and were in 
other refpcéts a grievance to them, that hav- 
ing a grant from former kings, of free privi- 
leges and immunities, in common with the reft 
of the citizens, and the natives themfclves, 
they fent their ambafladors, upon this occa- 
fion, with a petitionary complaint and appeal 
to Cefar; who thereupon wrote back to the 
provinces, that “ it was his will and pleafure 
“ the Jews fhould continuc in the enjoyment 
“ of their exemptions.” ‘The copy of 
ediét I have here fubjoin’d, for the better 
awhority’ of our pretence, and to fhew the 
world what opinion the cmpcrors of former 
times had of the Jews. 


Cfar Auguftus, bhigh-pricft and tribune of the 
people, hath decreed this. 


peed ee et de te 
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The Greeks 
petition Ce- 
far againit the 
Jews. 


Cefar con- 


~~ firms them in 
this their privile- 


leges. 


HEREAS the Jews have ever been le- 
a people faithfal and well affeéted ox Mehl 


to the Romans, efpecially to Cefar, my im- in favour o 


“ perial father, in the pontificate of Hyrca- the Jews 


*¢ nus, and remain to this 


prefent in the fame 


“ difpofition of faith and good-will as for- 
“© merly, we have deemed it reafonable, with 


the advice and confent of the fenate and 


“* the people of Rome, to permit unto the 


“ faid 





“ Jaws and rites, in as ample manner as they 


“© enjoy’d them formerly in the days of Hyr- |‘ 


“© canus, the high-pricft of the great God ; 
6© we do likewife permit their temples ftill to 
“€ continue fanétuaries, and places of refuge ; 
“« their contribution-moncy toward holy ufes 
* to be committed to the treafury of Jerufa- 
lem, by fuch perfons ‘as théy fhall appoint, 
“¢ without any let or moleftation: that they 
“¢ be not forced upon appearances before the 
“© magiltrates on the day of their fabbath, or 
“ after nine of the clock on the eve before : 
€¢ that it be made facrilege, and confifcation 
“* of goods, to fteal out of their religious 
© places any of their holy books or treafure. 
** And we do farther require, out of the ten- 
dernefs and refpe& we bear to al], mankind, 
that the addrefs or memorial now. prefented 
*¢ ys by Caius Marcius Cenforinus on the behalf 
** of the Jews, together with this decree, be 
{ct up in that eminent place at * Ancyra, 
** which was dedicated by the whole people 
of Afia, to the honour of our name. And 
let no man do any thing contrary to the te- 
“ nor hereof, at his utcermoft peril”? There 
was this following Infcription alfo upon one 
of the pillars of the temple. 


a 
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a 
n 


Cefar to Norbanus Flaccus, greeting. 


“ Lo no man prefume to hinder or in- 
re terrupt the Jews in any place whatfo- 
“ ever, in the fending up of their money to 
«¢ Jerufalem for holy ufes, according to their 
“ ancient cuftom.” Thus far Cefar. And 
Agrippa afterward wrote a letter on the Jews 
behalf in like manner too, as follows. 


Agrippa to the magifirates, ferate, and people of 
Epbhefis, health. 


<¢ WT’ is our will that the Jews in Afia have 
the keeping and difpofing of the mo- 
“ ney themfelves, that they fend up to Jeru- 
“‘ falem, according to ancicnt ufage for the 
“ fervice of their temple and their ‘worthip ; 
“ and in cafe any of that facred treafure ‘thould 
“ be ftolen, and the criminal fly to the altar 
“ for fanétuary, let him be taken away by 
“¢ violence, and deliver'd up to the Jews tobe 
“¢ banifh’d as a facrilegious perfor, and’ out of 
“ protection.” ce are 


Tue fame Agrippa wrote alfo to the pretor 
Syllanus, againit compelling the Jews upon 
the fabbath-day, before their courts of juftice, 
And once again 7 


Marcus Agrippa tothe magifirates and fenate of 
Cyrene, grecting.: 


oa HEREAS the Jews of your parts 
“ have written complaining letters to 
“¢ me, of the vexatious pra€tices of fome pick- 
“* thank people among you, that take upon 
“* them to put a ftop to the tranfmitting of 
“ their moncy to Jcrufalem, under pretcxt 
* of being in an arrear of tribute, which is 
“ not fo ncither: and all this, notwithftand- 
*€ ing the pofitive letters and orders from 


nan AAA 


nn 


“ faid Jéws the free exercife of their own | 


from Auguftus to Flavius, the pretor of Li-« 
bya, and the other magiftrates of that pros 
vince, not to give them any interruption, 
in fending up their money as formerly, it 
1s my command that they be left wholly-to 
their own way and liberty, as heretofore - 
and that commiffighers be appointed for re~ 
ftoring to the Jews as much of their treq- 
“© fure as fhall be found eithér coiticeal’d or 
“ mifapplied.”? : 


ce 


Caius Norbanus Flaccus, proconfil, to the mergin 
JSrrates of Sardis, health, 


« B EING commanded by an exprefs fram 
« Cefar, to take care that no obftruétion 
“ be given to the Jews in the collecting and 
s fending up of monies té Jerufalem to fuch 
“ Ppurpofes as they have formerly done; this is 
“¢' to acquaint you that Auguftus will have it 


‘¢ fo, and that I expeét his orders fhall be 
“ obey’d.” 


Jurius Antonius, proconful, wrote alfo 
to the magiftrates, fenate, and people of Ephe~ 
fus, to the fame.effeGt. “ The Jews of Afia 
** fays he, as I was upon the bench in a court 
“ of juftice at Ephefus, in the + Ides of Febru- 

aty laft paft, gave me to underftand that 
‘ Auguftus Cefar and Agrippa had grantcd 

them. the freedom of their own ways and 
céremonies, and liberty to difpofe of their 
firft-fruits as they thought fit among them-~ 
 felves; and fo to carry the money to Jeru- 
e pee! suoe ce peoples or controul, 

arid there 'to dedicate it to the temple of 
« high God. mple of the 
¢ to me, fays he, for a ratification of thefe 
* ‘privileges. 'This‘is therefore to inform you 
** that I do abfolutely fubfcribe to the re olu- 
* tion and détermination of Cefar and Agrippa; 

* and I do farther require, that no tronble or 

‘ vexation be given them in any fort: what~ 
“ foever, cither to diftract or to.-difappoint 
“* them in the peaceable exercife of thefe im- 
** munities.” ea e 

‘We have the rather cited thefe:inflances and 
prefidents, to fhew the Grecks upon the peru- 
fal of thefe papers, the honour that has been 
done us by antiquity, and the privileges in 
matter of, cuftom, difcipline, and worfhip, that 
havé been from time-to time allow’d us by the 
fovéreign powers, even to the degree of tole 


ce 


n 


a 


| rating our religion itfelf, in the fervice of the — 


true God. And I dothe more inculcate thefe 
notices and hints, becaufe I would foftcn 
ftrangers, and deface, if poffible, the impref- 
fions of a moft unreafonable averfion and pre- 
judice. It is no new thing, for whole nations, 
as well as particular places, to change humours. 
and manners; but juftice is with all pcople, 
and in all times and places, evermore the fame 

a bleffing that extends indifferently even to 
Greeks and Barbarians, the very reafon and 
foundation of all our laws; fo that if we do 
but. maintain them facred, that virtue alone 
will both endear us, and make us friends to 
all mankind ; wherefore it fhould: be my ree 


‘queft t6 the whole world, that people would 


not hate one another for diftering in’ the way 
of living, fo long as they agice in the main 





‘ See Cufaubon's notes upon Aurelius Victor. p. 25. Ted. ‘Trajeét. 
Tt The Ides of February were on the rgth day of the month. 
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So they made their application 
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end and bufinefs of life. Virtue, in fine, isto cxpiate in fome meafure for the facrilege, Herod wally” 
a ane & . 


commen to all men, and human focicty 
never be happy without it. But I fhall return 
now to my text, 








CHAP. XI. 

Herod vifles divers fepulcbres of plate, 8c. reo 
of oe aaed by fire in the fie 
gious attenpt. Upon this judgment, Herod 
walls up the paffage. He and his family are 
punifoed for it. Lhe bypocrify of a 
Herod offers bis daughter to Pheroras oe 
refuses ber + and then ke offers bis other daug 
ter, Cypras. Pheroras breaks bis oath ane 
promife. Salome takes the children of Mari- 
amne, and make a {py of ber own daughter. 
The privacies of man and wife betray’d. He- 
rod faid to be ix love with Glaphyra. Alex- 
ander tells Herod the frory. Hered calls Phe- 
roras to an account about it. Pberoras Says 
be kad it of Salome. Salome denies and 
outfaces it. — Salome fufpected for the au- 
thorefs of the report. Obodas, king of Arabic 
Syllcus bis prime minifter, and in love with 
Salome. An intrigue’ betwixt them.. Herod 
fets a fpy upon them. Syllcus propofes a 
match. Salome oye: but they break off 
upon Religion. match between Pkereras’s 
fon and Herod’s daughter. The confeffion of 
three ecunuchs againft Alexander. — Fierod’s 
jealoufy. The falfe witneffes brought to ju- 
fiice. Andromachus and Gemellus ‘banife’d. 
Antipater governs Hercd. An information up- 
cn the torture againft Alexander. . Alexander 
made a Pale His friends and .confidents 
tortured. Falfe evidence upon the torture. The 
bravery and confiancy of Alexander. A -gene- 
rous defiance of Herod. Ptolemy and Sapin- 
nius-named in the confpiracy. Herod mifera- 
ble aad refilefs. 


H EROD had fquander’d away vaft fums 
of money both at home and’ abroad , 
and hearing that his predeccflor Hyrcanus had 
fetch’d three * thoufand talents of filver out 
of David’s fepulchre, and that there was e- 
nough left behind there to anfwer any occa- 
fion whatfoever: thefe thoughts poffefs’d his 
mind a long time before he could come to any 
refolution upon it. But at Jaft, taking fome 
few of thofe he could beft truft along with 
him, he convey’d himfelf by night into the 
chres, of = f¢pulchre; bur with all care imaginable to 
plateand  conccal it from the people. He found a world 
veflely; but of rich plate and veff¢ls, both gold and fil- 
finds norea- ver, and took it away with him; but for the 
<ymoncy- ready money that he expeétcd, there was 
none to be found; for Hyrcanus, it feems, 

had been before-hand with him. This fuc- 

cefs however, fuch as ic was, gave him an 
encouragement to make a ftriéter fearch: fo 

Two ofhis he advanced farther in, till he came to the 
uards con- very coffins where the bodics of Solomon and 


Herod rifles 
divers fepul- 


fume pyre David were depofited. The ftory fays, that 
legious at- he loft two of his guards there by a flath of 
tempt, fire that broke out of the recefs, which was 


interpreted as a judgment upon the temerity 
of the undertaking. The prodigy put Herod 
into fuch a fright, that in a fic both of terror 
and of confcience, he quitted his defign; and 





aree: thoulund Hebrew talents weighed three hundred. tore 


can [he ereéted a moft fumptuous monument of 'P the pat. 


marble to bar up the very entrance into the ,j8%, "poe 
fe : his Jude. 
fepulchre. Nicolaus an_hiftorian of thof@ pont” 


times, makes mention of this work ; but fays 
nothing of the king’s adventure, which he 
look’d upon to be fo impious and difhonour- 
able, that he chofe rather to fupprefs ic; for 
being cotemporary with the king, and. writ. 
ing his own ftory to his facc, he was to {peak 
only pleafing things that might rcdound to 
his glory, without ever fo much as touching 
upon his failings. And the courfe he took 
was cither to palliate and difguife his moft 
notorious and extravagant crueltics, or in fome 
cafes, perchance, intirely to fupprefs them. 
How does he colour the murder of Mariamnc, 


‘and the horrid indignities put upon her two 


fons, witha brand of incontinency in the one, 

and of a praCtice upon.the life of their father 

in the other! and thisis his way throughout, 

to elevate to the skies, what the king did 

well, and cither to pafs over or extenuate what 

he did amifs. But he has this to fay for him- 

tclf, however, that he wrote panegyrick ra- 

ther than -hiftory; and nor fo much for the 

information of Roe as for the gratifying 

of his patron. But for my own part now, 

having in my veins the royal blood of the 

Afamonazan family, and the dignity likewife 

of thé priefthood, I have no more to do but 

to report mattcrs plainly asI find them, with 

all reverence to the defcendants of that prince; 

but by their leave yet, witha greater refpeét 

to truth: for I would not willingly blaft the 

reputation of my chara@ter with one falfe 

word Herod and 
From the time that Herod broke in facri- b's ony ‘ 

legioufly upon this fepulchre, things went Hee ticrllege 

ftill crotier and croffer in his family, whether 

upon: a judicial vengeance upon that part of 

it that was before ill affected, or by the ca- 

lamity of a feafon that look’d fo like the pu- 

nifhment of a flagitious wickednefs. The fewd 

was a kind of civil war in the houfe, and car- 

ry’d on by fome fort of competition, betwixt 

outrage and calumny. But the mafterpiece of 

the whole ftory was the artifice and hypocrify The artifice 

of Antipater ; who at the fame time while he and hypocri- 

was on the one hand fuborning of people to fy of Anup 

afperfe and vilify his brothers, aéted the part ™ 

himfclf, on the other hand, of an advocate 

with Herod to defend them: under this dif- 

guife the better to fecure their ruin. Anti- 

pater wrought fo far upon the king by thefe 

wilcs, that he look’d upon him as the only 

zealous friend in the world that took care 

of him. Infomuch that he recommended. his 

chicf minifter Ptolemy, to advife with Anti- 

pater ftill, about the ftate of the government; 

who immediately confulting with che mother, 

did every thing according to their own plea- 

fure ; fo thar che king’s love, or hatred,. was 

managed for the better or the worfe,. accord- 

ing as it {erv’d their intereft. Ade ey 
ALEXANDER and Ariftobulus, on the other 

fide, being men of honour, and fpinit, refented 

this way of ._procceding beyond all patience, 

to fee themfelves degraded fo much. below 

their, birth, and tramplicd upon by their inft- 

riors; and their wivea Jabour’d under: the 

fame paffions too; for there was no love loft 


y two thouJund one hundred and eighty feven 


Pounds fix ounces, and their valuc in filver amounted to one million twenty fix thoufund five hundred an fixty two 


Pounds ten fhillings of our moncy. 


betwixt 


ne 
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Herod offers 
pis daughter 
to Pheroras, 
and he re- 
fates her. 


He offers 

him his other 
daughter 
Cypras. 


Pheroras 
breiks his 
oath and 
pranife. 


Salane’ hates 
thehitdren 
of Hariamne 
mortally, 
Shemakes a 
{pyof her 
ow! daugh- 
tergaintk 
hevhushand, 
Tit private 
codences 
ot nan and 
Wit he- 


trad, 
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- offer of his other daughter Cypras. 


AL. 


betwixt Glaphyra, Alexander’s wife, and the 
daughter of the king of Cappadocia : be~ 
twixt her, I fay, and Salome; whom the o- 
ther mortally hated, both ont of the love fhe 
bore her husband, and out of a womanith fpi- 
rit to fec her daughter that was marry’d to 
Ariftobulus, fit upon the fame level with her- 


Tuere happened likewife at the fame time, 
another unlucky circumftance, that engaged 
Pheroras, the king’s brother, in the’ contro- 
verfy, and it was improv’d, in the conclufion, 
toa high degree of jealoufy and hatred. He- 
rod made an offer to Pheroras of his daughter 
in marriage; who being defperately in love 
with his own maid, prefer’d her embraces, 
and rejected the propofal. The king could 
not but lay this refufal to heart, efpecially 
from a brother that he had been fo kind to, 
even to the degree of fharing his government 
with him, But, in fhort, finding himfelf fo 
ill-rcquited, the honour he offer’d him rejec- 
ted, his good intentions difappointed, and that 
there was no way of bringing him to reafon, 
he marry’d this daughter upon it, to the fon 
of Phafacl, his elder brother. Some time af- 
ter Herod fuppofing his brother’s love might 
be cool’d, went to Pheroras once again, and 
when he had reprov’d him fufficiently about 
the affront of his former repulfe, as a freth 
inftance of his affeétion, he made yet another 
Pheroras 
went prefently upon this propofal to advife 
with Ptolemy about it; who told him, that 
if he were not a madman, he would clofe 
with his brother, and not hazard his fortune 
as well as his quiet, in the lofs of the king’s 
favour, which would make him an enemy in- 
ftead of a friend; and all this for the poor 
fatisfaGtion of a fcandalous amour: Pheroras 
could not but approve this, and he embrac’d 
the counfel, begg’d the king’s pardon; and 
difcharging himiclf of the firft woman, by 
whom he had one child, he promis’d the king 
within a month to marry the other daughter ; 
binding himfelf by an oath to make: goad his 
word, and never to have any thing more to 
do with her he had now renounccd. In_ this. 
while, Pheroras relaps’d_into his old fit of 
dotage again, took the former woman home 
to him; and when the month was expir’d, 
without any regard to his oaths and promifes, 
moft fhamefully broke faith with his brother. 
‘The provocation of this affront, put Herod 
into: fo violent a paflion, that he could not 
forbear lafhing out into intemperances of lan- 
guage againft his brother: There were make- 
bates enough to lay hold of this, and to heigh- 
ten Herod’s difpleafure by fuggefting lycs and 
{candals.. So it was, in finc, that there fcarce 
pafs’d a day, or an hour, without bringing 
fome new trouble or other into the family, by 
the inflaming of piqucs and jcaloufics, and 
fetting the neareft, and the tendercft of fricnds 
and relations, one .againft another. Nay, fo 
deadly was the rancorous hatred’ of Salome 
to the fons of Mariamne, that fhe would not 
fafler her daughter to enjoy fo much as the 
conjugal converfation of her own husband 
Ariftobulus; but was {till pumping her to blab, 
and divulge the moft facre privacics that 
paferd betwixt thems or if they happen’d at 
any time to be but a little out of humour onc 
with another, as that’s a common cafe, ihe 


never fail’d of blowing the coal, and doing 
her part toward the enflaming of the difcon- 
tent. By this means fhe div’d intro all her fe- 
crets; and as fhe faw occafion, endeavour’d 
all fhe could to make a breach betwixt the 
wife and the husband. She got out of her 
what the brothers faid of Mariamne, when 
they were by themfelves: how difrefpeétfully 
they talk’d of their father; and how they 
threaten’d all the fons he had by other wo- 
men, if ever thcy came to the throne, to 
make {cribes and country town clerks of them, 
as a profeffion that beft fuired with their way 
of education: and fhe had heard them talk 
further, fhe faid, that if ever they fhould fee 
any of Herod’s wives fet ont with their mo- 
ther Mariamne’s jewels, they would, without 
any more ado, put them into fackcloth, and 
lay them up where they fhould never fee the 
fan. Salome, by this, thought the time long 
till the king had the ftory, wherefore fhe ha- 
ften*d to carry it to him herfelfi It gave him 
no {mall diftarbance upon the main; but in- 
clining yet to try if he could fet_things righe 
by fair means, rather than by foul. In one 
word, they ply’d him fo hard with infufing 
continual jealoufies and whimfeys into his 
head, that they brought him at laft to take a 
delight in liftening after tales and calumnies ; 
and to fuch a degree of credulity, that he 
believed whatever was told him; but con- 
tenting himfelf however, for the prefent, with 
a fevere rebuke to his fons; and upon their 
anfwer he came pretty well to himfelf again. 


| 


‘oO 


Bur this was not the worft on’t yet; for A ftory from 


Pheroras took an occafion to inform’ Alexan- Pheroras to 
ae 
° : £ ’s 
had told him Herod was tallen fo paffionately being in love 


in love with Glaphyra, that he could not be with Gla- 


der, the husband of Glaphyra, that Salome 


quiet for it. The young man, that was na- 
turally of a jealous temper was fo gaul’d at 
this difcourfe, that whatever Herod did, day 
after day, in favour of Glaphyra, for his fon’s 
fake, was ftill interpreted in confirmation of 
his fufpicion. This paffion, in fhort, had made 
fo ftrong an impreflion upon him, that when 


phyra. 


Alexander 
grows jealous 


u 


n it, and 


he could bear the importunity of it no longer, tells Herod 


he went direétly to his father, with tears in 
his eyes, and told him what he had_ heard 
from Pheroras. If he was outrageous beforc, 
this made him ftark-mad, to {ee himfelf fo 
bafely calumniater: for the fouleft of crimes,. 
and this out of his own infenfible family too, 
in return for all the good officcs he had done 
them. In this heat, he fent for Pheroras, and 
ae reproved him in terms to this cffeét. 
‘** How thould it come into thy 

“ (fays he) thou vilcft, and moft ungrateful 
* of mortals, to report, or but fo much as to 
“ think.me guilty of fo horrid a wickednefs! 
* but the malice of the defign is only this, 
“ under the colour of an office of confidence 
* to my fon, to incite him to fome treache- 
rous practice upon the life of his father ; 
for what fon that were not reftrain’d -by a 
fpecial providence, would put up fuch an 
indignity from a father, unreveng’d ! where’s 


cc 
« 
rtd 
ce 
“e 


“ ting of a jealoufy in the head of this fon of 


mine, or a {word in his hand againft his 
own father? but what would you be at? 
for you hate both alike; and at the fame 
time, with fair words to my face,,make the 
lewdeft wretch in nature of me behind my 

S* back, 


£14 
ce 
ce 
tc 
a 


the ftory. 


Pheroras 


head or mine, Herod calls 


to account 


about it. 


the difference, at this rate, becwixt the put~ 
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Pheroras 
favs he had 
ir of Salome. 
Salome de- 
nies and our 
faces it. 


Salome fur 
pected for 
the acthore!s 
ef shi. re- 


por. 





Oboda, king 
of Arabia. 
Svlizus his 
prime mini- 
tter, 

Syilzus in 
love with 
Salome. 


An intrigue 
obferv'd be- 
swixt them, 


“ back. Go, go, thou moft unthanktul of ; wene all to the king; and the women made 


“men, to fo tender a brother; but I fhall 
“ rather deliver you up to your confcience 


| 


themiclycs merry with it; but Herod was not Hered fets a 
yet fatisfy’d with what the women told him, fpy upon 


« ¢or your tormentor, and cndcavour to be | till he {et Pheroras for a {py upon them; who them, 
“ better than my relations, in not recurning brought him word, that by what he garher’d 


* evil ter good, after your example; but, on 
“ the contrary, good tor evil” 

Turis was fo clear a cafe againft Pheroras, 
that he had no way to come off but by dif- 
charging himfelf upon Salome, and laying the 
feandal at her door, as the original of the fto- 
ry. Salome happening to be then prefent, the 
better to be believed, with a compos’d hypo- 
critical face broke out into violent exclama- 
tions, “ That it was all alyc, and only a ma- 
« liclous practice and confpiracy, for the tak- 
“ ing away of her life in revenge of the zeal 
“and affection fhe had exprefs’d for the fav- 
“ ing of the king’s; who, at that inftant (fhe 
« faid) was in greater danger than ever. Phe- 
“ roras, (fays the) abhors me to death; for 
“ic was I ‘chat prefs’d him to turn off the 
“« @rumpet he doated on, and marry the king’s 
“daughter. This is the thing he hates me 
«* for, (fays fhe) tearing her hair, and beating 
“her breait, with a rage fo donc to the lite, 
“ chat never was a part better acted.” Phe- 
roras was all this while in the greateft pain 
imaginable, betwixt two inextricable dificul- 
ties; for he could neither deny what he told 
to Alexander, nor prove what Sulome faid to 
him. The dilpuce, however, continued a 
good while; but the king grew fick on’t at 
Jatt, and being now late, ient them both a- 
way, and went to fupper ; Herod highly coni- 
mending the moderation of his fon, and the 
generous candour of his nature, In coming fo 
frankly to him with the ftory. ‘This quarrel 


_ brought Salome under tbe fcandal of being 


thought the authorefs of this calumny, and 
the king’s wives were rcady enough to fet it 
forward; for the woman being four, fickle, 
and of an uneven temper, kind and crofs by 
iits, as the toy took her, they did not like 
her humour at all; and in this difguft, they 
were perpetually ringing fomething or othcr 
in Herod’s ear againit her, and this difpofi- 
tion was affifted by an accident as pat as could 
be to their purpoie.  — : 
Oxsopas was at that time king of Arabia; 
a lazy flothful prince, that minded nothing 
but his eafe. Now there was one Sylleus, 
who was his chicf minifter of ftate, a man of 
{enfe and addrefs, in the prime of his years, 
and a well-Yeade graceful perfon. This fame 
Syllzus, coming to Herod about bufinefs, as 
he was once at {upper with him, and Salome 
in the company, he took a particular liking 
to this princefs: infomuch, that hearing fhe 
was a widow, he ventur’d to make-her fome 
kind of overture toward marriage. The wo- 
man finding, herfelf every day more and more 
uneafy with her brother, and being well c- 
nough pleas’d with the young man’s perfon ; 


all thefe things confidered, was not averfe to: 


the propofal : and upon further converfation, 
and better acquaintance, (tor they were often 
together) people came to take notice by their 
countenances, and twenty little love-tricks, 
that the amour advanc’d on both fides. This 


trom the intelligence of looks and figns, there 
was undoubtedly a reciprocal paflion betwixe 
them. Herod raking it now for granted, thé And he is 
Arabian went his way home again. Within Couvine’d of 
fome two or three months after this, he re« oe 
turned upon the fame errand, and treated with ee 
Herod himfelf about the match; enlarging and rewiry- 
upon it how advantageous it would be to his 98 toon af 
intereft, not only in che point of commerce, pe picbo 
but in refpeét alfo of his own right and pre~ ; 
tenfions to the government of the whole coun- 
try, a confiderable. part of which he was in 
poifeffion of already.” The king immediately 
put the queftion to his fifter, whether the had 
a mind to marry or not; who without any 
hefication anf{wer’d in the affirmative. This 
was told Syll2us; and that if he would tarn 
Jew, he might have her: bat otherwife by Salome con- 
law of the country, it could not be. Sylleus nt»; bur 
reply’d on the other hand, that if he fhould a breaks 
relinquifh his religion, the Arabians would leis. = 
ftone him to death; and fo the treaty broke 
off. Pheroras took occafion from hence to be 
feveral times hinting to the king how Salome 
expos’d her reputation ; but the king’s wives 
carry’d the liberties fhe took with the Arabi. 
an, to the degree of incontinence itfelf. 

Herop was now halt refolved, at the im- 
portunity of Salome, to marry his own daugh- 
ter, that Phcroras had refuted, to a fon of 
hers that fhe had by Coftobarus. Bur Phero« 
ras deteated the delign, by telling him that 
the young man would never torgive his father- 
in-law the death of his father, and advited 
him rather to give her to his own fon that 
was to fucceed him in the government, The 
king took his counfel; gave her a * hundred A match be- 
talents for her portion, and all paft mifander- twixt Phero- 
ftandings with Pheroras were forgiven and T2’s fowand 
forgotten. ee 

. 2 Ler, 

But this was fo far yet from compofing 
the diforders of Herod’s family, that they 
went every day from bad to worfe, and from 
difhoneft fhameful beginnings, to tragica} 
ends, Herod had three handiome cunuchs to 
attend him, for whom he had a mighty kind- 
nefs ; one ferved him in the quality of a cup- 
bearer; another, in the office of a fteward, 
and a third waited upon him in his bed-cham- 
ber; over and above, that he made further 
ufe of them in matters of ftate. Some body 
had told Herod, it feems, that Alexander had 
been tampering with thefe young men, for a 
Jarge fum of moncy, to betray him. Upon 
this information, they were put to the tore 
ture to make them difcover what communica~- The conlf- 
tion had pafs’d betwixt them. They acknow- fion of thee 
\edg’d they had been together; buc for any Sa 
treafonous delign Biewander had upon the life S840). 
of his father, they knew nothing of it. The 
torments being of rare faction, prefs’d 
them {till harder and harder, till at laft in 
the tolerable anguifh of their pains, they cx- 
torted this declaration from them, ( viz. ) 
“ That Alexander hated his father mortally, 


> 
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* Av hundred talents weighed eleven thoufand four hundred and fix Pounds ‘three ounces, and their value ia 
filver amounted to thirty four thoufind two hundred and eighteen Pounds fifteen Millings, and in gold vo five hun- 
dred forty feven thoufand five hundred Pounds of our money, . 


and 


Chap. MI, 


* and did what he could to feduce them from 
“ theirallegiance tohim, asa prince that was 
“ now good for nothing, old, and out of date: 
“© only he cover’d his decays the beft he could 
“© wich, paint and artifice. Now if they would 
“© come over to him, it fhould be his care, 
“(he faid) to fee them prefer’d in a very 
«€ fhort time; for the government was fot 
“ only to defcend to him in courfe, but imat- 
« ters were fo laid, it was not in his father’s 
“ power to difappoint it: for over and above 
“the prerogative of his title, every thing 
“was ripe and ready for the putting of him 
“ inro the pofleffion of his pretences. He had 
““ made a great party among the officers of 
“ the army, (he faid) and the king’s friends, 
© who were all refolved to itand by him 
“ with thcir lives and fortunes.” This con- 
feffion put Herod into a fit of rage, and trem-. 
bling, both at once ; for there was contempt 
and menace in it; and in the diftraétion of an 
uncertainty, how to behave himfelf for fear 
of an immediate ferprize, he could not re- 
folve, upon the fudden, whether to avoid the 
danger, or to encounter it. But the refult’at 
Jaft was this, to manage his butincfs by fpics 
and informers, without the pomp of any. pub- 
lick enquirics. Wherever he: fufpected, he 
confequently hated; and he fufpeéted thofe 
too that did not deferve it, as well as thofe 
that did; for his own fecarity depended upon 
Herod's jea- ic, And there was no end of this jealoufy 
lowly fpares_ neither, for the nearer the relations, ‘the great- 
neitherfriend ey was his apprehenfion of them, as perfons 
nor foe. that had it more -in_their: power to. do him 
milchief. As-for thofe he never had any thing 
to do withal, the leaft. word of an informier’s 
mouth was certain déath to them 5, for he 
could never think himfelf’ fafe while they 
were living. ‘The condition of his domefticks 
Was yet more to be pitied ‘than ‘all the reft, 
for they had no way to fave their own lives, 
but by calumniating their fellows ; by which 
practice, even when they -fucceeded if it, they 
drew upon themfelves tuch an envy: and de- 
teftation,; that they feldom fail’d of’ being 
paid in their own'coih, and of recciving the 
famc. meafure themfelves that they had meted 
to’ others. And fo in the cafe of ‘private 
grudges,’ they inform’d againft one another’ by 
turns; and were noos’d in their own fharcs. 
Not ‘but’ that the king was now and then 
toucli’d in confcience, for putting fo many to | 
death ‘without trial and conviétion ; but this 
















The falfe : : C . 
“wimefes did not “yet hinder him from doing the fame 
' themfalves thing over again. He was fo fair however in 


broughe to 


sulice at | n, as'after the deftruction of fo 
joflice at la oo 


many innocents, to do juftice at laftupon the 
falfe witnefles themfelves. C 
Tue court was at this time in fucgh, a fright 
and contternation, that many of’ the king’s 
mo intimate friends were banith’d his palace 
and jprefence 3. and thofe in the firft’ place that 
were generally reputed to have “merited beft 
at hishands ; as Aindromachus, and Geme)lus 


tk the conclutio 


Androma- 
chus sind Gee (t wo fi 1B) 
mellisba= — turn’d off among the reft, Thefe iminifters 
ie: had ferwd the king both abroad-and _at’home, 
it: embatlies and counfels; the careful cduca- 
tion of his fons; and’ in places, in fine, of ‘the 


eee re LL 


* Two, hundred talents weighed twenty two ‘thoufind cight hundred twelve pounds fix 


in filver amounted to fixty cight thoufind four. hundred tl 
lion niyery five dhioufand pounds of our moncy. . 
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‘exercife his ‘ra 


‘his counfels, and apply’d to his humour; 


wourites of anantient ftanding)' were | 
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greateft confidence and truft. He renounc’d 
Andromachus for the kindnefs Alexander 
fhew'd to his fon Demetrius, and then he dif=- 
carded Gemellus, for the love he bore to 
Alexander; having been a kind of governour 
and tutor to him, as well as a companion in 
his travels to Rome. Nay, in all likelihood, 
he would not have ftopt here neither, if the 
popular reputation’ of the perlons had not 
kept him in fome fort of awe; fo that he con- 


‘tented’ himfelf with putting them out of of- 


fice, and fending them away, that he might 
be the more at liberty in their abfence, to 
ge and crueltics without con- 

trou, a 
THe firft, and the chief author of all this 
mifery. was Antipater, who finding Herod 
fearful and fufpicious, infinuated himtelf into 


Herod go= 
vern’d by 
Antipater‘’s 
“ J ; €N= countels. ° 
daming him to ficrcenefs and cruclry; and 
inculcating this maxim to him, as a ftatc-ma- 

{terpiece, to make fure of all thofe that had 


tin their power to do him any mifchiefi And 
‘this Was the way that Herod went to work ; 


for ‘When he had expell’d.Andromachus, and. 


‘the teft of his friends that had the honctfty 


and courage to be plain and free with him, 
he put all the confidents of Alexander to the 


_queftion, “ concerning treafonous plors and 
‘commotions, who dy’d upon the torture, hav- 
‘ing nothing to confefs. 
ftancy being. taken for obftinacy, they encreaf- 
.ed ‘the torments; in great admiration, that 
with all this extremity, they were not able to 


This generous cone 


extort fo much as the fhadow of one difloyal 

thought. Now Antipater craftily took the 

matter by another handle, and made ic a point 

of honour in them, rather to deny the truth 

in queftion, than to violate the faith and traft 

repofed in them by their friends and maftcrs. 

So that he was for putting more and more ftill 

to the torture, makingno doubt, as he pretend= 

ed, but fome or other of them would con-— , . 
fefs at laft; and in the end one faint-hearted An informa: 
a : tion upon 
wretch,. that fhrunk under the pain, declared ihe rormre 
that upon occafion of people’s commending againft Alex: 
Alexander for a perfon of a goodly ftaturc, ander. 

an excellent markfman, and other laudable 
qualitics, he had. heard him fay divers times, 

that thefe natural advantages were rather mif- 

fortunes to him than benefits; for his father 

bore him fuch an envious hatred for them, 

that when they were walking together, he 

was fain.to go ftooping, that he might not 

feem the taller of the two, or fo ‘tall as he 

really was: and fo at the chace, he durft not 

ftrike the mark ; for his father hc knew could 
not’endure to fee him do.any. thing well, or 


| to hear him well fpoken of. Upon this pre- 


tended difcovery, they refpited the poor man’s 
torment, and fo he went on with his talc, 
“ How Alexander and Ariftobulus entcr’d in« 
to a'‘confpiracy oitce to rake away their fa~ 
ther’s life, when he was abroad a hunting : 
ahd if they fuccecded, Alcxander was to ily 
‘to Rome to demandsthe fucceffion.” There 
were certain Ictters alfo produced from him 
to his'bréther, complaining of his father for 
giving away two * hundred talents a ycar in 
land, to Antipater. Herod look’d upon alk 





ounces, and their value 
and in gold to one mil 


thig 


urty {even ponnds ten fhillings, 
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this tegether to be atuihcient evidence to con- 
frm the futpicion he had of his children. And 
upon this he fell into another raging fic againtt 
his fon Alexander, and order’d him to be calt 
into prifon, and loaded with chains upon it: 
Not that he himfelf gave much credit to what 
he heard, tor what intercit could they have to 
deitroy their father? Or what fhould they go 
ro Rome for, after the commiffion of fo noto- 
rious a parricide? There might be fomewhat, I 
contefs, in the turbulent and childifh heats a- 
mong the young ambitious people about Anti- 
pater, and that was all. Butin the mean timc, 
however, Alexander being imprifon’d, and no 
body knowing for what, Herod could not 
think himfelf fate, without giving the world 
fome better fatisfaétion in the reafon of it: So 
thac he put divers of Alexander’s confidents 
and friends of the beft quality, firft to the tor- 
ture, and afterwards to death, the better to 
colour the pretence of Alexander’s guilt; burt 
they confefs’d nothing. W hile the palace was 
in an uproar, and nothing to be feen or heard 
of in ic bur tumult, terror, and torments, 2 
certain young man that had been tortur’d it 
feems beyond his ftrength and refolution, gave 
information, how ‘ Alexander had written 
“ to fome triends of his at Rome, to inform 
Cefar that there was a confpiracy againtt 
him, and that if he were but fent for thi- 
ther, he could difcover it, for that his fa- 
ther had abandon’d the interett of Rome, 
to treat with Mithridates, the king of the 
Parthians ; adding withal, that there wasa 
poifon in readinefs that he had gotten pre- 
 par’dat Afcalon.” ‘This invention had fuch 
credit with Herod, that he prefently order’d 
the ftriéteft enquiry after the poifon that could 
be made; but there was no fuch thing to be 
found. ‘The parafites he had all this while a- 
bout him, comforted him in his calamity, pre- 
tending to juttity the fobricty of his conduct. 
ALEXANDER Was fo far from finking under 
¢ bravery this oppreffion, that he difdain’d to advance 
eae eae fo much as onc word, cither by way of deni- 
cfAlexancer. 4) oy defence, partly to exafperate his father 
by the contempt of thefe outrages, and partly 
to put him out of countenance for giving an 
ear to fuch filly and infignificant fcandal: Or 
otherwife, in cafe he fhould go on to {wallow 
lyes and forgeries at that crcdulous rate, he 
tcok up a refolution to involve him and his 
whole family in the moft calamitous perplexi- 
tics. He fent him four pieces in writing, 
wherein he gave him to underitand, that he 
fhould not need to torture any more people 
upon interrogatories, to learn the truth of 
things; for he did affurc him there was a con- 
fpiracy againft hislife ; and that Phcroras, and 
{everal others that he leat fufpeéted were in 
the bottom of it. He lold him how Salome 
ftole to bed to him one night, and lay with 
him, whether he would or not; telling him 
likewife, thatin fhort, all people were agreed 
upon the abfolute neceflity of taking him off; 
fur there was no freedom or happinefs to be 
paea nee without it: Naming Peolemy, and 
Prolemy an Sapinnius (the two men of the world that he 
Nised among Mott confided in) among the confpirators, 
the contpiras The court was by thistime rather a mad-houfe, 
a en or a medly of wild beafts, than a focicty of 
at : e : _reafonable men; the greateft friends in nature 
hone than a OC day, and tcaring out one another’s throats 
the next: And no time or place left for argu- 
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ment or proof; for the punifhment went be- 
tore the judgment. 
others killd outright, and the reit in a defpair 
more painfulthan death itfelf. There was no- 
thing to be feen in the palace of what it had 
been; but inftead of the gaicty and {plendor 
of it in former times, there was little now 
but heavinefs of heart and inconfolable for- 
rows. 
his own life, as he had madc other people of 
theirs; for there was no body he could truft; 
his prefent ftate was miferable, and no prof- 
pect before him, but of confufion and horror. 
He never took any reft cither flecping or wa- 
king for hideous frights and imaginations. 
One while he would fancy his fon with a dag-~ no creature 
ger at his heart; another while fomewhat elfe, 
and in one word, he was upon the whole mat- 
ter little better than a madman, : 


Some were put in chains; 


Nay, Herod himfelf was as weary of 


Herod reft- 
lefs, and mi- 
ferable, and 


to truft to. 








CHAP. XII 


Archelaus moves Herod to be friends with Alex- 
ander, who palliates the matter with an arti- 
ficial mediatica, Pbheroras asks Herod pardon, 
anudallis well. Archelausin great efteem with 
Herod. He goes to Rome, and reconciles Titus 


to Archelaus. 
WwW" LE Herod lay in this anguifh and Archelaus 
VV torment of thought, Archelaus the ae ia 
king of Cappadocia, reckon’d it the part, both feconcilehim 
of a father and of a friend, to make him a to Alexander, 
vifit, and to dothe beft offices he could toward An artificial 
the effecting a reconciliation betwixt Herod “iY of sis 
and his daughter and fon-in-law ; for whom sees 
he had an exceeding tendernefs and compaffion. 
Matters went very ill, he heard; and upon 
his arrival, he found them rather worfe than 
he imagin’d 5 but he thought it would not be 
proper however, to pick a downright quarrel 
with him for his temerity, and for taking fo 
many fenfclefs fhams as he did, upon truft. 
A conteft he thought would look like a re- 
proach, and do morc hurt probably than good 5 
fo that inftead of falling upon Herod him- 
felf, he laid the blame upon Alexander ; “ For 
: the king (he faid) had done nothing but 
what was honourable and juft; and that for 
his part, he would diffolve the marriage, 
and never own Glaphyra again for his 
daughter, if he fhould find that fhe was 
privy to the plot, and did not difcover it. 
This paflionate pretence and zcalof Archilaus, 
for the vindication of Herod, brought him, up- 
on fecond thoughts, to a more confiderate 
fenfe of what he had done, and by little and 


n 


Archelaus 
palliates the 
matter. 


little tothe foftnefs of a father again. In this 
merciful humour, the king, that before took 


any man for his cncmy that gave Alexander a 
peed word, fell now dire¢tly into tcars to 
car Archelaus {peak againft him, begging of 

him chat he would not break off the match, 
and tranfport himfelf to that degree for the fol 
ly of a young man. When the Cappadocian 
had now brought Herod into a more prattica- 
ble temper, he palliated the miftake as well 
as he could, ey laying the fault in fome mea. 
fure upon evil counicl, and the company he 
kept. “ He might be traétable, indecd (he 
‘ faid) but craly he never found him mali- 
“ cious, He might perhaps be mifled and 
“ core 
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Chap. XIi. 

“ rupted ; infinuating all this while his fufpi- 

“ cion that it was by Pheroras the king’s bro- 

“ ther.” Now Pheroras was come by this 

time fufficiently to underftand how defperate~ 

ly he had loft himfelfin the opinion of He- 

sod; and reflecting upon it that no man was 

fo proper for him to make ufe of as Archelaus, 

he made his addrefs to him in mourning, and 

with the humiliry of a moft penitent fuppli- 

cant, implor’d his interceffion for him to the 

king. Archelaus was not wanting to him in 

any matter of refpeét, bur he told him withal, 

that Herod’s difpleafure was not fo eafily re- 

mov’d as he might imagine: But if he were to 

be his advifer, he fhould rather go and hum- 

ble himfelfto his brother, and owning him- 

felf the caufe of all the calamities of the fami- 

Pherorasasks ly, crave his pardon. Such a confeffion might 

Herod's Par perhaps * work upon him, and make way for 

Sasa °a mediation. He follow’d the advice, and it 

fucceeded both ways; for Alexander, beyond 

all expectation, was difcharg’d of his pretend- 

ed crime; and Herod at the inftance of Ar- 

Herod high- chelaus, reconcil’d to his brother. Herod 

Wy fentible of Was now fo fenfible of the obligations he had 

the good of- to Archelaus in his extremity, that he look’d 

ices of AC- ypon him as the beft friend he had in the 

ches: world: The other returning into Cappadocia, 

charg’d with rich prefents, and no lefs fatif- 

faction in the fuccefs of his voyage. ‘They 

were now agreed upon it that Herod fhould 

go to Rome toinform Cefar of the prefent ftate 

of his family, having written formerly to him 

upon the fame fubjeét. They went together 

to Antioch, where Herod reconcil’d + Titus 

the governor of Syria to Archelaus, and fo re- 
turn’d to Judea. 


Herod goes 
to Rome, 

and recon- 
ciles Titus to 
Archelaus. 








CHAP. XIU. 


In Herod’s abfence, the Trachonites revolt. The 
king’s troops give them an overthrow. Sylleus 
receives and protects them, Herod breaks into 
Trachon, and addreffes to Saturnius and Volum- 
nius to deliver up the robbers. Sylleus fays, 
there are none in Arabia. Saturnitts ana Vo- 
lumnins order fatisfaction to be given to Herod, 


HEN Herod had been at Rome, and 

wascome back again, there broke outa 
war with the Arabians, upon this occafion. The 
inhabitants of Trachon (a province that Cefar 
took away frem Zenodorus, and gave to Herod) 
when they could no longer exercife their old 
trade of frece-booting, betook themfelvcs to 
planting and tillage 5 acourfe of life that yicld- 
ed themncither fatistaction nor profit. But yct 
for a while, at firft, Herod, to his honour, kept 
them in pretty good order, and without any 
barbarous inroads upon their ncighbours ; but 
upon the king’s going into Italy to accufe 
Alexander, and recommend Antipater ; and a 
rumour fpread at the fame time, of the death 
of Herod, the ‘Trachonites revolted, and be- 
took themfelves to their former courfe of 
life; but they were quickly broken and fup- 


Jn Herod’s 
abfence the 
‘Trachonites 
revolt to the 
Arabians. 


* See Cotelerius’s notes u 

+ Catinbon reads Titius for Ticus ; 
Ann, DCCXLI. and Montague 4. Apparat. 

4 Sixty talents veipies fix thoufand eh 
amounted to twenty thoufind five hundrec 
eighr thoufiand five hundred pounds of our money. 
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prefs’d by the king’s troops; only forty of the The king’s 
heads of them ade thee Eanes and "ded in- troops give 
to Arabia; where Sylleus (who had not as pata 
yet digefted the retufal of Salome) gave them Sylicnites 
entertainment and a fafe rctreat, with a ftrong, Ccives and 
and a well fortify’d place for their habitati- Protects 
on: from whence they did not only infett Ju- them. 

dea, and Cele-Syria, and carry away boory 

and cattle into their holes, but they commit- 

ted all thefe outrages, without oppofition or 

controul. When Herod found at his return 

from Rome, what fpoil the robbers had made, 

and that he was ty’d up from meddling with 
them fo long as they were under the Arabi- 
ans protection, the affront fo highly provok’d 
him, that without any more ado he prefently 
made an incurfion jnto Trachon, where he put Herod 
whole families of thefe people to the fword. breaks into 
This tranfported the reft into fuch a rage, be- TFachon, 
ing obliged by a law of their own country 
not to pafs over fuch an indignity unreveng- 
ed, that, in contempt of all danger and op- 
pofition, they would never let Herod be free 
from the vexation of their perpetual incurfi- 
ons. Under thefe circumftances, he apply’d 

himfelf to Cefar’s governors of thofe pro- 

vinces, Saturnius and Volumnius, to deliver And ad- 
up thofe vagabonds into his hands. This com- dreffes to 
plaint made them madder and madder: fo S*prns 
that getting about a thoufand of them ine nius si deli 
to a body, they ranged up and down in par- ver upthe 
ties ; ravaging town and country, and killing robbers; and 
whatever they could come at: fo that, in mstearof 
fine, thefe encounters had the face rather of nay ealentes 
a war than of a {cuffle; Herod infifting upon 

the delivering up of the thieves, and the re~ 
payment of the fixty + talents (fome time 
fince due) which Herod by the hand of Syl- sytteus de- 
leus lent to Obodas. Sylleas, who had now nies the ha~ 
ufurped the government of Obodas to himfelf, ving any in 
flatly deny’d any of the thieves to be in Ara- one 
bia, and artfully delay’d the payment of the ond Volam- 
money, till Saturnius and Volumnius order’d nius order 
the full fatisfaétion of the debt, within the Satisfaction 
compafs of thirty days; and that the fugi- 0Pm Dent 
tives fliould be deliver’d up on both fides. rN 
This article difcover’d the fraud of Syllcus ; 

for there was not fo much as one Arabian that 

either upon ‘the account of having commit- 

ted robberies, or any other offence, had ta- 

ken fanétuary with Herod, but vaft numbers 
ot the robbers were found with the Ara- 

ians. 





setyesee, 








CHAP. XIV. 


Sylleus breaks his word. Herod gets leave to 
right himfelf by force. He takes Repta by 
affault. Lhe Arabians defeated, and their gem 
neval flain. Herod marches with three thoutq 
fond Idumeans to Trachon. 


HEN the time came for the payment Syllcus re- 
of the money, Sylleus would not fis both 
ftand to his agreement, but took a Journey to eremeney 
Rome ; Herod prefling hard, both for the fee He- 
: > rod gets 
lenve to right 


force. 


hundred forty three pounds nine ounces, and their value in filver 
thirty one pourids five shillings, and in gold-to three hundred twenty 


debe 








Ald 
debt and for the article of delivering up the 
thieves. But finding the Arabians talic and 
Rubborn, he got leave of Saturnius and Vo- 
lumnius, to attempt the recovery ot his right 
by force. Having obtained their permitlion, 
he tell with an army into Arabia, and in three 
days march’d feven ftages. Coming at lait to 
the cattle, by name Repta, whither the rob- 
bers had withdrawn themfelves, he took it at 
the farit attack, and then demolith’d the tor- 
tificatiuns, without doing any other damage 
to the inhabitants. While this pafs’d, Nicc- 
bus the Arabian general march’d away to the 
eS, faccour of his party, and brought it ° an 
their general CMcounter, wherein a few ot the Hero lians 
fain. Herod Were loft; and five and twenty of the Arabians, 
marches wit! cogether with their generals, flain upon the 
three thot” place, the remainder of them being {catter’d 
eae retial and puc to flight. The king having now ta 
Trachonitis. ken his revenge upon the thicves, he march’d 
with three thoufand Idumeans into Trachoni- 
tis, to keep the rovers there within compafs. 
Herod fent a narrative of this procecding to 
the Roman governors alfo in Phenicia, giving 
them to underftand, that he had done nothing 
without leave, in fighting with a party of re~ 
bellious Arabians: and this account upon a 
further enquiry, the governors found to be 
true. 


lie marches 
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CFE ALY... eave 

Sylleus receives falfe intelligence at Rome, and 
prefents Cefar with the contents of his. packet. 
Cefar. writes a foarp letter to Herod. The sn- 
folence of the Arabians. Cefar denies audience 
‘to Hered’s anibaffadors. Otcdas dies, and Are- 
tas fucceeds him. Sylleus endeavours to fup- 
plant Aretas. Letters from Aretas, with em- 
affadors and prefents. Audience deny d a fe- 
coud time. Herod fends Nicolaus of Daiaf- 
cus ou a third anbaffy. 


HIS was the naked truth of the mat- 





A fale re- : I 
port fentto ter; but the Arabians report of it to 
Syllezs az Sylleus at Rome, as it was drefs’d up in their 
ae 2. Way of amplification and difguife, was quite 
cn another thing. Sylleus had already fo far in- 
packet. finuated himfelf, as to be perfonally known 


to Cefar; and as he was walking before his 
palace, an exprefs brought him a packct; 
whercupon he thifted his clothes immediately, 
and in a mourning weed, with tears and la- 
mentations, carryd the fad ftory to Augu- 
The contents ftus: how Herod had. enter’d Arabia with an 
citispse- army 3 overturn’d the government, and total- 
i ly ruin’d the country; kill’d two thoufand 
five- hundred noble Arabians upon the placc, 
with his friend and kinfman Niccbus their ge- 
neral among the reft; pillag’d Repta of a vatt 
treafure that was laid up there: and all this 
by the advantage Herod took of the weak- 
nefs and neglcét of Obodas, who had ncither 
troops in readinefs to.oppofe him, nor a ge- 
neral.in his abfence thar was fit to command 
them. Sylicus faid further, that he fhould 
never have undertaken this journcy to Rome, 
but in confidence that Cefar would provide 
for the publick peace of ali his people; and 
that if he himfelf had been upon the placc, 
Herod fhould have paid dear for the under- 
taking. This unlucky bufinefs made Cefar 
very uncafy, and put him upon enquiring from 
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one to another among Herod’s fricnds as well 

as his own that came lately out of Syria, whe. 

ther or no Herod had been any where with 

his army out of his own jurifdiétion, When 

he faw this could not be deny’d, he took all 

the reft for granted, and without any more 

ado immediately difpatch’d a fharp menacing 

letter to Herod, withs direction to this pur- Cefar writes 

pofe ; “* Formerly to my friend, hereafter to * arp ler- 

“ my fubjeét.” “Syleus wrote alfo to the “ft Herod. 

Arabians at the fame time. When they came 

to find by thefe letters, that Herod was in The info- 

difgrace with Cefar, they grew fo infolent up- lence of the 

on it, that there was no dealing with them, “*tbi«ns. 

They would neither deliver up their malefac- 

tors, norpay their debts; no, not fo much as 

their rents, nor do any thing elfe, according 

to the rules of common faith and contract. 

The Trachonites made the fame advantage 

of this occalion too, againft Hcrod’s Idumean 

garrifons, by joining with the Arabian ravag- 

ers: committing all manner of outrages, and 

fpoiling and pillaging, not fo much tor profit, 

as for revenge. But Herod having now of- 

fended Cefar, was fain to difpenfe with all 

this and more ; for his courage as well as his 

credit fail’d him. He made two trials to ju- Herod’s em- 

ttily his conduct by his embafladors; but Ce- bafladors to 

far would not fo much as fee them _ the firft ee deny'd 

time, nor take any notice of their bufinefs the “¥"* 

next. Herod had a terrible apprchenfion of 

Sylleus all this while, who never fail’d of 

improving Ccfar’s fears and diftractions to his 

own benefit; for being ftill within diftance of 

making the beft of opportunities, and finding 

him duétile and credulous, he could wind and 

turn him which way he pleas’d; befide that 

he had far greater matters now in profpcét. 

Kine Obodas being by this time dead, Obodas dics, 
fEncas fucceeded him by the name of Arctas : and Encas 
Sylleus doing all that was to be done by ca~ Cor Arctis) 
lumnics, court-bribes, and large promifes to eile oo 
Auguftus, toward the outing of him again, deavoureta 
and engrofling the power to himfclf ‘The fupplant 
thing that encourag’d him to this attempt, Arc 
was the difguft that Cefar had taken .to Arce 
tas, for entering upon the adminiftration, with- 
out his privity and confent. This new king 
complimented Ccfar by his cmbafladors, with Letters to 
letters and magnificent prefents; one above Cefar from 
the reft being a crown of gold of a prodigious rs ae 
valuc. Now thefe Ictters were in fubftance a and presents 
flat accufation of Sylleus for poifoning his 
maftcr Obodas, after the ufurping of his au- 
thority in his life-time: for debauching the 
wives of the Arabians, and taking up vaft 
fums of moncy to make way to his pretenfi- 
ons. But Cefar deny’d thefe ambafladors au- Cefir denies 
dience as well as Herod’s 5 rejected their pre- thefe embat- 
: : . fadors audi- 
{ents, and fent them away without having ace "Oia, 

. . ence a 

complifh’d what they came about. During 

this diftemper, matters in Judea and Arabia 

went every day worfe than other: a general 
confufion, and no body to compofe it; one 

of the kings not being as yet eftablifh’d in his 
government, and the other as little mafter of 

his people ; for Herod’s condition was fuch, 

that he could not defend himfelf without af- 
fronting’ Auguftus: fo that he lay under a 

kind of neceflity of crouching and fubmitting 

to all indignitics. But being now brought to Herod fends 
the laft extremity, he took up a final refolu- Nicolaus of 
tion of making the beft intereft he could to Damier 


‘ is iri i upon a third 
Cefar by his friends, and trying the fortune onbuly. 
Q 
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of a third embafly to Rome, employing Ni- 
colaus of Damafcus upon the commiffion. 








CHAP. XVI 


Deadly fettds in Herod’s family. Eurycles makes - 
an acquaintance with Herod. Alexander makes 
Eurycles his confident. Eurycles carries ftories , 


to Antipater and Herod. Herod prefents hint . 
with fifty talents. He gets moncy out of Ar-— 
chelaus. Eurycles banifo'’d out of Lacedemon. | 
Herod credulous and jealous. Fucundus and 
Tyrannus baniford the court, and forced by | 
torture to accufe Alexander. The governor of - 
Alexandrion put to: the queftion. Counterfeit 
letters produc'd againf? Alexander. The bro- 
thers and the witueffes brought to Gericho.. Lhe ; 
people ftone the witneffes. Salome betrays Ari- | 

The brothers profecuted upot Sa-| 
lome’s information. Glaphyra enamin’ad -alfo, | 
aud likewife Alexander. They all deny the 
charge. The fubftance of Archelaus’s anfwer, | 
Cefar reconcilid to Herod. Sylleus accufed ; : 
the Articles of his charge. Nicolaus charges | 
Syllens, and defends Herod. §ylleus breaks 
his word aud his oath. Sylleus condemi’d to ; 
de. Lnftruions to Olympus aud = 
i 


Sfrobulus. 


Cefar writes Herod a condoling letter. 


EROD’s family was a houfe always 
‘divided againft itfelf by inteftine jea- 


-loufies, which are the plague of all courts; 


but the feud at this time ran much higher 
yet than ever, and it was upon this occafion. | 
* There was one Eurycles, a Lacedcmonian 5 


7 a.man nobly born, but of a peftilent difpo- 
, : 


« 
ce 


fition ; fenfual and glorying to extremity 5 
but fo artificial a diflembler, that there was 
nothing to be feen in him of either. This 
“ Eurycles made an acquaintance .with He- 
* rod; enterchang’d prefents and other good 
*€ offices with him in the houfe of Antipatcr } 
“and by that means.(being often together) 
** became familiarly acquainted with Alexan~- 
der: and he would be often faying what 
a wonderful friendthip there was: betwixt 
him and Archelaus, king. of Cappadocia, 
and how great an honour he had tor Gla-" 
phyra. So that under the femblance of the’ 
moft unconcerned and indifferent. perfon in 
nature, he lay upon the catch for every thing 
that. was faid or done, and never fail’d of 
fome pick-thank ftory or other to carry 
away with him, He¢ had, in fine, fo oblig- 
ing a way of dividing his good humour, 
thac wherever he apply’d himfelf, he had 
the faculty of making people believe. that 
he lov’d nothing clf{¢, and that it was only 
for their fakes and fervice, if he had an 

thing to do with others.” By this addrefs 
he gain’d fo far upon the affection and cftcem 
of Alexander, that he made choice of him 
for the fingle confident of all his fecrets, and 
the only man that he could fafcly truft. So 
he difclos’d to him the whole hiltory of his 
misfortunes; the unkindnefs of his father, the 
death of his mother; Antipater’s preference 
to his brothers in the good graces and affecti- 
ons of the king their father. This oppreflion, 
he faid, was not to be endur’d ; for the aver- 
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fion was now come to that pafs, that he could 
a his Thefe 
fecret grievances were fate, he thought, in 


“the breaft of a friend ; but Eurycles however 


carry’d every word that pals’d co Ancipater. 
“ Thefe are things (fays he) that do not concern 
“ me; and truly in matecrs of fo dangerous 
a-confequenee, | cannot but advife you to 
* Jook to yourtelf, and to have a care of A= 
lexander; for he is grown fo confident, I 
perecive, that he does not think it worth 
his while co mince-the matter; but with. 
out any fcruple throws out the very bot= 
tom of his heart in words at length; and’ 
the defign he has upon the perfon of his fa<' 
ther.”. Antipater took this from Eurycles 
as fo fingular an inftance. of a refpeét and’ 
friendthip, that he could not but acknowledge 
it with fome very confidecrable prefents ; and: 
was prevail’d upon in the end to difcourfe :the 
matter’ with Herod. The king was‘fo:pre=: 
poffets’d with a dilpofition to. believe any. ill’ 
thing of Alexander, ‘that what with ‘that ‘pre~ 
judicc, and other ambiguous hints and circum-: 
ftances' of difcourfe, he contra¢ted a -hatred 
far more implacable than ever, as was ‘given’ 
to underftand {oon after. Herod, in fine,, made Herod pre- - 
him a prefent of fifty * talents ‘for the gence "{' him 
ae : os 7 " y talents 
rous office he had done him. After this Eu- forthe good 
rycles. went to Archelaus’king of Cappadocia, office, 
extolling to the skies his’fon Alexander; and 
not forgetting the honour he had done him~ 
felf upon. feveral occafions towards working 
nee : : : 5 
a reconciliation betwixt him and his father. 
So that he got moné¢y of Archelaus too on Euryclesgets 
the.other- hand. and carry’d it all off before Moucy out 
the myftery of this impofture was deteétéd. ot pacha 
Eutycles was now-returned into his own coun- Barclee , 
try, where. he follow’d:his old praétices fill, bamih’d out - 
till he was brought to’ juitice upon the difco-' of Laccde- 
very, and banifh’d Lacedemon. Ua saat Sea a 
Herop was not now‘ of a-liumour as fornier- Herod cre- 
ly, to content himfelF with:lending an‘ear to dulous and - 
calumnies againft his’ fons, and wait ‘till the I. . 
flanders’ were brought tohim’s but-his fufpi- 


Enrycles car- 
ries the flory 
to Antipater 
and Hered, 


ce 


ce 
ce 


ce 


ce 
ce 


.cions: did the ‘office of -tale-bearers,: arid’ his 


particular fcrutinics and: enquiries fav’d him 


‘the need and trouble of any other accufation: 


not but that his ear was ftill open to all ine 
formations againft the brothers, Ict them come 


{whence they’ would; neither was there any 


thing more welcome ‘to’ him than thofe fto«' 
ries: as he was told of one Evaratus of Cous, 
that was faid to be a contederate with Alex- 
ander." ” 3 ; 

Ir was now come to a kind of ftrife and 
compctition, who fhould do moft mifchicf; the’ 
worte theoffice appear’d to the fons, the more 
acceptable it was to the father; the care of 
the king’s fafety being the main pretence. The 
young princes fell at this‘time into the moft 
defperate calamity that had yee befallen'them. 
There were two perfons, by name, Jucundus’ 
and Tyrannus, formerly of Herod’s life-giard, 
and men of mighty credit wich him ‘for 
ftrength and ftature ; but fomewhat or: other 
they had done that they were ‘banifh’d ‘the 
court for. Alcxander knowing thefe men ta 
be very brave; took them into the guard of 
his perfon, and was a bountiful matter to them. 
The king hereupon fell under jealous appre- 


Jucundus 
and 'Tyran- 
nus banifh’d 
the court, 





a Bily talents weighed five thoufand feven hundred and three pounds, one ounce, ten pennyweights ; and their 
il 


value in 


q 


‘ ver amounted to feventeen thoufind one hundred and nine pounds, feven fhillings, and fix pence; and 
in gold to two hundred and feventy three thoufind, feven hundred and fifty pounds of our moncy, 
si N 


henfiong 


henions of them 5 
the quettion about the con{piracy ? 
they had ttood it out as long as facth and 
bloed could live under the torments, they 
yielded in the end to this confeffion, that 
“ they had been folicited by Alexander to 
“ cake an opportunity of killing the king 
“ {me time or other while he was a hunt- 
“ ing; which might be catily thitted off, un- 
“ ger the colour of a fall from his horfe up- 
“ on his own arms; efpecially having nar- 
* rowly efcap’d fuch a danger once_ before. 
“ They made a farther difcovery of moncy 

ftable, and fome of the king’s 


And forc’d 
hy fortune to 
accute Alex- 
ander. 


* hid in the 
“ Jances and darts deliver’d out by the matter 
“ of the game, to the fervants of Alexander 
“© by hisown order.” 

THe next man they put to the torture was 
the governor of Alexandrion, upon the que- 
ftion of promiling to receive the brothers into 
the cattle, and of putting into their hands the 
king’s treafure that was there depofited. The 
governour deny’d the charge ; but his fon de- 
clar’d it, aad produc’d letters under Alexan- 
der’s hand, as he. pretended, to this effect: 
“ You thall be fure to hear of us, God wil- 
© Jing, fo foon as ever we are ready for you: 
“ wherefore remember to take us into the 
 caitle according to your promife.” After 
thefe letters, Herod made no longer doubt of 


The gover- 
nor of Alex- 
andrion pet 
to the quci= 
tion. 


Tietters 
oy 
Alexander's 
hand. 
Alexander 
acirms them 
to be coun- 


pro- 


net 






terfeits be- the confpiracy 3 but Alexander all the while, 
twixe Antic oso, 

Pe infifted upon.the whole ttory to be only a con- 
Jip anzas. trivance of Antipater’s, and a forgery of the 


‘The brochers fecretary Diophantus ; who was aman famous 
andthe wit for counterfeiting other people’s hands, and 
each taken afterward in the very aét, and punith’d 
t) Tericho, fOr it. ; Suet 
The people Herop, being now at Jericho, after the 
ae the wit- cormenting the witneffes, had them brought 
Hes) 28" thither to accufe his fons betore the people: 
* Ales- Where the multicude fton’d them to death, and 
in this fury would haye done as much for 
Alexander and Ariftobulus, if Herod, by the 
means of-Ptolemy and Phcroras, had not pre- 
vented it. They were however committed 











ander and 
Aritiupalss 
ir Prolemy 
aad Paeroras 
had not pre- 





veated it. Clofe prifoncrs; fpiecs fet upon them to ob- 
ferve every thing they did or faid, and given 
over for dead men by every body clic,as well 
as by:themfelves, 

Acifobalus . In this extremity Ariftobulus bethought 


-Se  himfelf of trying if he could work: Salome 
ee" his aunt and mother-in-law into fome com- 
tle, Miferation of his diltrefs, and to a jutt indig- 
Inm tu He- nation for the author of it, “ Madam, (fays 
oo “ he) can you think yourfelf fafe under an 
“ accufacion of holding a private intclligence 
«© with Sylicus about the king’s affairs in hopes 
“ of marrying him?” -Salome carried this to 
her brother, who in a rage forthwith com- 
—manded his fons to be both bound, ‘and laid 
J.P apare one trom another, and there to fet down 
tfurmanon. fevergily in writing the particulars of their 
treafonous delign. ‘They wrote as they were 
order'd, and both agreed in the fame ttory, 
that they were in no confpiracy at-all, and 
never f@ much as thought of any.- :‘Lhey had 
foms thoughts indeed of making an efcape, 
ney faid ; for the life they led ‘under perpe- 

tual jcaloufics was, worfe than death. 
Tuer: came at this time upon an embaf- 
fy.tq Herod trom Archelaus king of Cappa- 
docia, one Mela,.a perfon of cminent quality 
in that. country. Herod was fo fond of giving 
Aschelaus to underftand how ill he took fome= 
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thing at his hands, that he fent for Alexan- 
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and when jder out of the prifon, and examin’d him over 


again in the prefence of Mela about his clcape, 
whither he intended to go, and what he meant 
to do with himfelf. His anfwer was, that he 
propofed to go to Archelaus, his father-in-law, 
upon his promife to convey him to Rome; and 
this is all, fays he, that ever we were guilty 
of toward our lather, whatever our calumnia- 
ting adverfarics by falfe and feign’d reports 
may pretend to the contrary. He with’d,- he 
faid, that Tyrannus and his compapions had 
but been a little more particularly examin’d ; 
but ic was Antipater’s bufincfs to have them 
put out of danger of telling tales as foon as 
he could; and fo upon the inftigation of his 
inftruments, they were hurried to death by 
the rabble. ; ce 5 
Herop, in this very inftant, order’d’ Alex~ Glaphyra ex. 
ander and Mela to be carried to Glaphyra, #min'd alto 
and to have her put to-the fhift too to ditco- es ie 
ver what fhe knew of this abominable treafon Mela. 
againft Herod. They were no fooner come 
within view of the princefs, but upon the firtt 
fight of her husband in chains, fhe fell to tcar- 
ing of her hair, with other violences upon her- 
felt; and into fuch groans and _paffions, (the 
prince bearing her company alfo in her lamen- 
tations) that the people ftood amaz’d and con- 
founded, as if they had been planct-ftruck at 
fo furprizing a fpectacle, without knowing 
what they did, or what-they came for; but 
Prolemy, at laft, who had the guard of the yay. gm 
P : : , Lame 
prince, puc ic to him to know whether or no guettion put 
his wife was concern’d in his plot, ‘¢ Why alfo to Alex- 
“ you need never doubt that, fays Alexander, ander. 
“ for wherever I am, fhe 1s; 2 woman as 
dear to me as my life and foul, and the beft 
“¢ wife, and the bett mother both in one, upon 
“¢ the face of the carth.” ‘ No, no, fays the 
princefs, my confcience acquits me; but 
yet if my owning of a guilt might be any 
cafe to my husband, I would frankly de- 
clare it, though I were fure to dice wich 
one lyc inmy mouth.” No, no,:again, They agree 
ays Alexander, we are guilty of nothing in the denial 
- that’s charg’d upon us, and we have dc- of the charge. 
fery’d. better things at thcir hands tao, who 
fufpeét us. As to the thought we had: of 
etting away to our father, and’ thence to’ 
ome, if that be treafon, we are both. to 
anfwer for it; and Glaphyra.confefs’d: as’ 
‘ much.” There was matter cnough again{t' 
Archelaus in this paflage for a jealous head to 
work upon ; fo that Herod prefently fent away yy..04 fend 
Olympus and Volumnius with letters to him, Orenueatt 
with orders to call at Eleufa, a city in Phe- Volumniust 
nicia, and there to.deliver them. . They had Archclans 
farther inftruétions alfo to cxpoftulate with ee 
him, -upon a ttrong prefumption of his being tens. - 
engaged with his fons in the confederacy. 
Their orders were, after the delivery of thefe 
letters, to fail forward for Rome; and in.cafe 
they fhould find by Nicolaus of Damafcus, 
thac Ceofar was any thing more tractable now 
than formerly, they were to prefent another 
exprefs to him with the proceedings againtt 
Alexander and Ariftobulus, and copics of the 
evidence whereupon they were convicted, 
Archelaus in his anfwer own’d his willingnefs fale 
indeed to reccive the young men, and that he qice of Ar 
undertook ict as the beft fervice he could do chelaus's a” 
both the father and fons ; for he was.in truth fwer. 
afraid, Icft Herod, in that violeng heat of 
wrath 
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wrath and jealoufy, anighe put them to extre- | “1a tegal claim fairly in execution; and he 
mitics; but affirming, upon the.main, that he | “did not yct proceed rafhly neither, though 
-had.no thought after all, cithcr of fending:| “ ithe time of payment being expir’d, he might 
them to Celar, or of fapporting them againit,|‘*.put.the bond in faic when he pleafed ; but 
their father. dere aint ge 2 ‘| “* .he rather applied himfelf in the firft place 
Cefar_ recon-- Otympus and Volumnius, upon their co-,| © to Saturninus and Volumnius, the governors 
ciled to He- ming to Rome, finding Cefar reconciled to ‘* .of Syria; and upon this appeal Sylicus in 
rod. Herod, deliver’d their letters according to,‘* their prefence at Beritum, obliged himfelfsytteusy 
their order. They were framed by the ad- |“ upon his oath, by the fortune of Cefar, to i aed . 
-drefs of Nicolaus, who manag’d his commif-j “ make payment of 'the money.to Herod, and good, but 
fion after this manner. So ‘toon as.ever he | “ to.deliver-up all -refugees to him in thirty breaks his 
came to Rome, and.to the emperor’s palace,| days. The time came, but Syllcus per- Or: 
‘over and above the inftruétions that 'he ‘had in,| “ form’d neither of the articles; fo chat He- Herod gets 
A formal ac-.charge, jhe drew-up.a formal accufation againit:|"“* rod was forced to addrefs ‘the governors leave to sight 
eulsHoe ; -Sylicus, having gotten unquestionable proofs '|'** once again, who gave their opinion that he himiclf. 
egiind y= uponthim from the Arabians themf{elves ‘(who | © might do himfelf-right by diftrcfs. .Now 
ae were then miferably-.divided) of the mott:fla-i| “ this was the occafion’of his going into.Ara- 
-gitious praétices' that could be imagin’d,; as'|“**bia; and this the war that his advertari¢s 
The articles the murder of '‘Obodas, together with feveral |“ have complain’d of with fo much aggrava~ 
of his charge. of his relations, for one; and this-was-all ito | © :tion..: But ‘how-can this be ‘taken fora war, 
‘be:made out undeniably by intercepted letters {|< that:was done by-the ‘approbation ‘and ‘per~ 
under ‘his own hand.’ Now this Nicolaus,'| “ miffion‘of the ‘governors, in :profecutign of 
whofe bufincfs it was to re-inftatce Herod in}* a lawful right and ‘compatt, and ‘after ‘a 
Cefar’s favour, took ‘this providential difco- |“ perjurious violation of afacred oath, hoth 
wery by-the right handle, and improv'd sit to |¢ in the name.of ‘the Gods and of Cefar?” 
- the advantage of his ‘principal. “If, fayshe,| © Bur to come now-tothe-prifoners “ There 
®© T-thould now begin my application with an }|* were: firft-a matter of forty of the heads of 
“* excufe'or defence of Herod, it would ftrike | “* the Trachonite robbers, apd ‘after them a 
£ too point-blank upon ‘the emperor ; ‘but if | great inany ‘more, that when they had -bro- 
“iIumake my way to my matter by :a previous |“ ken into Judea, and made ‘havock in’ the 
** charge upon Sylleus, the king’s juftification | ‘country, iled trom ‘Herod into Arabia for - 
¢ will fall in by-the-by.”” So thatthe -caufe |“ fan¢tuary, where Syllcus did not-only.en+ 
being brought on,'and a day appointed for | “ :tertain them, though the common ‘cnemics 
the hearing, Nicolaus, with the affiftance of | ** of mankind. but:gave them lands. alfo and 
the agents of Aretas, advanced an accwfation |“ proteétion, and went fhares with them in 
againtt Syllcus, as the murderer of his lord |“ their booty. “Thefe were the men‘now: that 
and mafter the king, and greater numbers of |“ Sylleus bound himfelf by oath to -reftoré, 
the: Arabians; a man that took up extrava-|“* together withthe borrow’d moncy, within 
gant fums of moricy ‘toward the embroiling of | “ rhe time prefix’d;, and, Sir, I can with mo~ 
the publick peace’; a profligate corrupter of | “* defty defy'any mortal now to fay that He» 
women, both at Rome and in Arabia; ‘befide | rod’ took’ any ‘other prifoners in Arabia than 
che moft audacious affront of impofing with |“ thefe free-bootets; nay, and there were fe+ 
lycs and’ calumnies upon Cefar himiclf; as for |“ veral.of thefe that efcap’d too.” a 
inftarice, the account he gave of the actionof | But now aftcr this odious fycophant ftory 
Herod; which was all falfe from one'end to |of the prifoners, let Cefar only vouchfafe to 
the other.’ ‘They: proceeded upon the’ whole, hear one impofture more that is yet behind, 
till:chey- came to-the- laft article, and ‘there | and ftill more fcandalous and provoking than 
Cefar interpofed with a command to'Nicolaus | all the reft. “I do affirm, that at the time 
. _ ° to:pafs over all the reft, and {peak:to that fin- |“ when we were invaded by a band of Ara 
Cefir puts gle point. - Tellme, fays the cmiperor, as |“ bians, and that fome few of our men fell, 
one fingle — ¢@ ‘that particular:of Herod; did not: he |‘ Herod in’ his own defence was forced to 
quettion tog, (ke se. Lia. Did “ . ; ‘ 4 
Nicolaus. come with an army-into Arabia?:. Did he |“ make head againft them; and upon defcat- 
“ not kill two: thoufand five - hundred: men |. ing.them, that their general Naccbus was 
there? Did he not carry away: prifoners, |“ kill’d, and five and twenty of his people 
“ and ravage the country?” Nicolaus: made | “with him, and not one man more. Now 
anfwer, *¢ That no’ body could give.a better |.“ this number Sylleus has enlarged, and made 
“-acadunt to chefe queftions than‘himfclf; and |“ every’man a hundred.” Cefar was fo mov’d 
“ fayg he, tlicre is little-or nothing ‘trac iti |.at this;Relation, that. turning toward Sylleus, 
“. this- whole ftory, as'he has reported it. Nei- | he ask’d him with an angry countenance, how 
“ ther, with fubmiflion, was Herod any Thing | ‘many Arabians were flain in chat a€tion? He 
“-to-blame! upon that .occafion.” This was |-hefitated in his anfwer, and contefe’d himfelf 
fuch a: furprize to Cefar, thar with'vory great | famewbat miftaken in.the number. After this 
attention’ he heard him forward; and {o'in or- | they. read the conditions of the bond, andthe 
Nicolans der-he told him firit, “ of five hundred * ta- | arbitrations of ‘the: governors, and .the . ree 
charges Syl- © Jenta "that Herod had lene him upon his {-monftrarices of the cities and towns,, complain- 
ae and dex & bond, the time of payment claps’d, and] ing of the robbcrics. Auguttus being by this 
ends Herod. ¢¢' ; ste : : rye soe >a 3 : 
‘the law on his fide, for the recovering of | time fully inform’d in the whole matter, paf- 
*¢ the debt ‘upon his country.” He told iur- | fed’ a fentence ‘of }death: upon Sylléuss took Sylleus con 
thor,‘ That: this body of men that Syl+| Herod into favour again, and not: without demn'd te 
“ Joug calls an army, was no more. than a] acknowledgment of his miftake; in hearken- dic. 
“ ftretigth barely competent for the putting of! ing to théfe calumnics'that tran{ported him to 
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ther, he never appear’d in thofe days yet to 

be rath and bloody toward his children, where 

matter of life was the qucftion; but now up- 

on this change and re-cftablifhment of’ his for- 

tune (how it came to pafs I know nor) he 
abandon’d himfelf to an outrageous and un- 

bridled degree of hatred, more cxtravagant 

than ever. He fent a fummons to all the He fummons 
members of the convention that were to mect a convention 
at Berytus, according to Cefar’s appointment, te Berytus. 
fave only to Archclaus; perhaps out of an 

averfion to the man, or otherwife for fear he 

fhould crofs him in his defign. When they 

were all together according to the fummons, ke 

would not bring his fons up to the council, 

but rather kept them a little way off at Pla- 

tane, a village in Sidon, within diftance of 
appearing, it they fhould be call’d. Whe af- 

fembly being now met, Herod advanced into Herod 

the council-chamber alone, and there deliver’d charges h's 
an accufation againit his fons, in the prefence fons beforean 
of a hundred and fifty perfons, but without bUnct-d and 
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fuch fevcrities againtt him 3 tclling Sylicus that 
nothing but the audacious impudence ot hislyes 
and tlanders could ever have traniported him 
to have departed trom the duties of triendfhip. 
Iecame,in tine, tothis, that Sylleus was order’d 
back into Arabia, there to pay his debts, and af- 
ter that to be put todcath. As tor Arctas, his 
prefuming to ulurp royal authority, without the 
emperor’s leave and confent, ftuck in Cefar’s tto- 
mach itill, This was a prefumptuous indigni- 
ty thac till gaul’d him; infomuch, that he 
was thinking to transicr the government of 
that province to Herod; but upon reading the 
lstters which Olympus and Volumnius brought 
him, all full of invective and bicterncfs againft 
his own fons, Ccefar chang’d his purpofe. Now 
their inftructions were, in cate they tound Ce- 
far pacified, to deliver him thofe letters, which 
they did accordingly; and Cefar, upon the 
reading of them, contidering his age, paffion, 
and misfortunes, retracted his refolution, and 
thereupon called for the ambafladors of Are- 


Inftruétions 
to Olympus 
snd Volum- 
mius. 


fifty perfons, 


Ce:ar writes 
Herod a con- 
deling letrer. 


Merod more his fons what he thought fir. 
aurrapeats ia 
hisprotperiry 
rhan a dverfi- 
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tas, and gave them audience, with a check for 
the temerity cfthcir mafter in afluming fovercign 
power to himfelfupon his own account ; and 
atter this reprimand, to their great admiration, 
he accepted of their prefents, and confirm’d 
Arctasin his authority, 

Cesar, upon this reconciliation, wrote He- 
rod a condoling letter for the mortification he 
had in two fuch fons; giving him free leave 
and power to proceed againft them as parri- 
cides, if he found them engag’d in fo unna- 
tural and impious a confpiracy; but if rhere 
fhould be no more in it at laft, than the bare 
contrivance of an cfcape, it would become 
him, he faid, to content himfelf with fome 
more moderate animadverfion. The advice he 
gave him upon the whole, was to call a coun- 
cil at Berytus, a place where there were a 
great many Romans; and there with the af- 
liftance of the goverrors of the ncighbouring 
Provinces, together with Archelaus, the king 
of Cappadocia, and men of quality, to hear 
and determine upon the whole matter, and to 








bring the point to a final decifion. This was] cries, that there never was a clearer proof of 
the fubltance of Cefar’s letter. a confpiracy; backing thofe exclamations alfo 
with oaths, that the very words were worfe 
to him than death. “ I might, fays he, infift A tpeech ups 
a “upon the power I have received over my on the power 
CHAP, XVI. *“ own children, both from nature and from Sete 


Hercd ot tragecus in bis profperity. He funtnons 
a comucntion to Berytus. Herod charges his fons 
with rage and bitterne{s. The power of parents. 
Rijckid, that Herod may difpofe of bis chil- 
dren, Saturninus is for punt pig but net to 
death, Voluninius preffes it for death, and fo 
be was condemu'd. Herod goes for Tyre, and 
takes Nicclaus with him to Cefarea. Tyro’s 
gencrous refolution, and bis expoffulation with 
Herod, TLyro committed. Tryphon’s informa- 
ticn againf? Tyro. Divers tortured about it ; 
three hundred captains, Tyro and bis fon torn 
to pieces. Alexander and Ariftebulus flrangled 
at Scbafle. The cafe of Herod and his Was. 
fhyvod’s inbuman cruelty. 


HIS letter of Cefar’s was joyful news 

to Herod, upon two accounts; firft, as 
an affurance that he was in favour again; and 
{econcly, as it left him at liberty to do with 
Ic is remark- 
able, that though he had been formerly in 
the time of his profperity a very feverc fa- 


any prologue to the ftory upon the fubjeét of 
his own mistortuncs, or the neceffity of fuch 
a proceeding. It was a charge, in fine, of 
rage and bitternefs, that very ill became the 
mouth cf a father, and accompanied with 
words, countenance, and behaviour, that were 
all menacing and violent, and not without fuf- 
Picious fymptoms cven of a furious madnefs. 
His reafonings were confufed and inconfiftent 3 
his difcourfe fluttering backward and forward, 
and dubious ; no proofs produced for the gui~ 
ding of the court; but every thing to be ta- 
ken upon the credit of the accufer, and the 
bench rather made parties than judges, and 
of counfel with the profecutor againft the pri- 
foners. There were fome letters of the youn 

princes read, ’tis true; but not one fyllable of 
treachery or malice inthem. The crime was 
their confulting how to get away, and here 
and there a word in them that imported fome 
diffatisfaétion and offence ; and when Herod 
came to that part of the letters, how did he 
cxaggerate the matter with clamours and out- 


“* Auguftus; to fay nothing of an exprefs pro- 
** vilion for it by the law of my own coun- 
“try, that if a ftubborn and rebellious fon 
‘* fhall be accufed by his parents, and they 
“ lay their hands upon him, the men of the 
‘< city fhall ftone him with ftones that he dic. 
* But I fhall yee rather decline my privileges 
“in this caufe, and Icave the matter to your 
‘¢ further confideration, not as judge, whe- 
“ ther it be fo or no, in a cafe fo indubita- 
“< bly manifeft; but to take your opinions 
*¢ along with mine in the juflification of the 
** fentence; and for an initruétive document 
“* to pofterity, that fuch exemplary impietics 
© ought not to cfeape unpunifh’d.”? 

Tue convention plainly perceiv’d by the 
king’s violent and furious manner of expref- 
fing himfelf, the bitternefs of his intentions; 
and, fince he would not fo much as fuffer the 
brothers to fpeak for themfelves, that the bu« 
finefs was already refolv’d upon, and hopelefs; 
and fo in a defpondency they gave their yotcs 
that Herod might difpofe of his children as he 

pleafed. 
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pleafed. ‘The firft man that ftood up was Sa- 
turninus, a perfon of confular authority, and 
one that had difcharg’d many honourable com- 
miffions. ‘* He was, ’tis true, for punifhing 
“the prifoners, but not to death, he faid ; 
« for having children of his own, he was the 
© more fenfible of the cafe; and would be 
“ Joth, after fo many calamitics as Herod 
“¢ had endur’d already, to opprefs him with 
“ the heavieft of all at laf.” His three fons, 
as his deputies, fpoke next in courfe, and gave 
ether the fame fentence as thcir father ; but Volum- 
Bre with «© nius exclaimed, that nothing elfe but death 
their father. would fatisfy for fo horrid a crime; and the 
Volumnius #8 majority, following his opinion, carried the 
for nothing : 
Jefs than quettion, 
death, and fo Tne fentence was no fooner pafs’d, but 
they were Herod went to Tyre, taking his fons along 
coaslerg d. with him; and meeting Nicolaus in his re- 
and turn from Rome, he firft gave him an account 
meets Nico- of what had pafs’d at Berytus; and then ask’d 
lausinhis him how affairs went at Rome, and what his 
way. friends there faid of his fons. Nicolaus told 
him that every body blam’d them for their 
Jewd practices, and faid they deferv’d to be 
laid in chains for what they had done; nay, 
and to be put to death too, if the confpiracy 
fhould be made out unqueftionably clear a- 
. gainft them; for people would be apt to fay 
elfe, that this profecution had more of caprice 
or paffion in it, than of juftice or reafon.' But 
however, if Herod found himfelf otherwife 
difpos’d, he might do well to fet them at li- 
berty, without plunging himfelf into a diffi- 
culty never to be recall’d: this, he faid, was 
wuaraees the difcourfe and judgment of his friends at 
tia alore Rome. Herod, upon thefe words ftood a good 
with himto While, paufing and thoughtful, without one 
Cofarea. word {peaking ; and, in the end, bad Nico- 
laus put to fea with him, and fo they went 
together to Cefarea. : 

Wuen they came thither, they found the 
whole town full of the ftory of Herod and 
his fons,.and every body in pain, and folici- 
tous to chink where that profecution would 
end; moft people fearing the worft, and that 
fo inveterate a rancour would very hardly be 
fatisficd without the death of the brothers. 
They pitied them with all their hearts, but 
durft not cither openly fay fo much themfelves, 
or hear it from others; fo that they were fain 
to fmother all their refentments, as well of 
gricf as of compaffion. 2 

On ty there was onc T'yro, a Veteran fol- 
dicr of the king’s, and a very brave fellow, 
who, having a fon of about Alexander's age, 
and his particular friend, made no difficulty 
of {peaking out and at liberty, thofe truths 
that others fupprefs’d and kept to themfclves, 
crying out publickly many times, that there 
was ncither truth nor juftice left upon the face 
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of the carth, but impofture and malice go-. 


vern’d in their placcs; and fuch a mift caft 
before the cyes of all mortals, that they could 
no longer difcern right from wrong, or good 
from cvil. This was a dangerous freedom; 
but withal, fo generous an inftance of his vir- 
tuc and courage, in fuch a time as this, that 
every perfon was pleas’d with it; and thofe 
who durft not venture fo far themtelves, had 

et-a-reverence jor his hazards; and the man, 
in truth, muft have been infenfible and inhu- 
man, that wag able to fupprefs his commifera- 
tion in fuch a cafe as this; nay, and he did 
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not reft here neither, but march’d up boldly 

to the king himfelf, with a requeft to have a 

little private difcourfe with him; which being 

granted, he deliver’d himfelf as follows : 

“ Sir, fays he, I muft cither break my Tyro’s ex- 

heart, or give it vent, at what rate foever; poftulation 

for I know the danger of the province I am with Herod. 

to undertake, and of the words I am now 

about to utter; danger, I fay, as to myfelf; 

but on the other hand of as great a fervicé 

and advantage to Herod, if he pleafes. 

Pray give me leave to enquire, Sir, what is: 

become of your fenfe of things and your 

undefftanding, that magnanimity of mind 

and refolution, that in time paft hath car- 

ried you through fo many difficulties ? What 

have you done with all your friends and 

relations? Have you none left? for I do not 

reckon thofe people in that number, that 

can fee {uch horrid things done in your 

once happy court and family, and ftand idle 

fpeétators and unconcern’d? Where are 

your own eyes all this while? Do you 

not fee what isa doing? Are you refolv’d 

then to deftroy the children of once fo dear 

a wife, and a pair of fuch matchlefs hope~ 

ful youths too? Can you think at this time 

of day, of trufting yourfelf in the hands of 

an ambitious young man, and of thofe very 

perfons ef your relations that you yourfelf 

have fo often doom’d to punifhment? Do 

you not find yourfelf tacitly condemn’d, and 

your fons lamented by the very multitude, 

«in the profund filence and aftonifhment of the 

. people? And fo for the military men, both He tells him 

= officers and common foldiers; they have all it makes the 
aking hearts for the young princes, and lie officers and 

“¢ curfing the authors of their mifery.” oe k 
So far as Tyro’s difcourfe ran upon the 

fubjeét of his mafters calamity, and the 

treachery of his domefticks, Herod took his 

liberty well enough; but when he came to 

pafs the bounds of diferetion and good man- 

ners, ina bold, blunt, military way of ex- 

poftulation ; this freedom look’d liker a re- 

proach than a caution: And Herod taking it 

that way, ask’d him who thofe officers or fol~ 

diers were that he {poke of. Tyro, nam’dthe Herod bids 

men, and the king immediately order’d them Tyro name 

all, together with T'yro himfelf, to be taken one ane 

up and committed. foceR 
Upon this occafion, Tryphon, the king’s Tyrohim- 

barber, went. to Herod with an_ information &lf. 

againft T'yro, for tempting him feveral times. 

with promifes of moncy and Alecxander’s fa- 

vour, to cut the king’s throat when he was a 

fhaving him. Hehad no fooner cxprefs’d thefe 

words, but the barber, Tro and his fon were 

all put to the torture. The fon fecing his fa- 

ther fo unmercifully tormented, and fo refo- 

lute in his pains, and no hope of mitigation 

from fo cruel a prince, call?’d out to the tor- 

mentors to take him and his father off, and 

he would te. -hem the whole truth of the 

matter : So upon promife of cafe, he declar’d 

that his father having privute accefs to Herod 

by himfclf, had refolved to kill him with his 

own hand, what risk foever he ran, for the 

fervice of Alexander. Upon this declaration, 

his father was deliver’d from that lingering 

torture; but whether this confeffion was a 

truth, or only apretended fhift to get prefene 

cafe, it docs not as yct appear. 
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Herop was now finally refolv’d to proceed 
tothe execution of his purpofc, without any 
turther doubt or deliberation about it, (if ever 
he had made any difficulty of ic betore} and 
to leave no place tor repentance. So tharcal- 
ling the people together, there were brought 

Three hen- forth three hundred captains, Tyro and his ton, 

dredeaprainyand the barber who was the evidence 5 and 

Tyre att bb upon his acculation of themi to the multitude, 

fon-orm i che rabble core them all to pieces to a man: 

pieces by HE Bue Alexander and Arittobulus were fent uway 
to Sebatte, where they were dtrangled by their 
father’s order; and their bodies depotited at 

Alexandrion in a fepulchre, with their grand- 

father by their mother’s fide, and divers others 

ot their progenitors. 

THERE Was no great wonder in it perhaps, 
for an avertion of to long growth and conti- 
nuance, to extinguifh in Hered all fenfe ot 
humanity and natural atiection; but it may be 
yeea qucftion where to lay the blame; whe- 
ther upon rhe voung princes forcing their dather 
by a continu’d courte of provocations to fo 
implacable a difpleafure, or tothe hardnefs of 
the king’s heart; and fo infatiable a chirft ot 
glory and abfelure power, as not to bear any 
competition. Or thall we rather impute it to 
the irrejiituble power of fortune which no hn- 
man witdom can pretend to controul? For my 
own part, I am tully perfuaded that all hu: 
man actions are determin’d into a neceffary 
train of confequences ; and that providential 
power we commonly call fate, which orders 
every thing we do, though not without afcrib- 
ing fomewh.c toour endeasours, and the free. 
dom of fearching into the caufes cf the variety 
of cur actions; But chis is a deep point, and 
we thall only touch upon it; the tubjecr being 
handled more at large in the books of our 
laws: But now for thetwo frit motives, as to 
what concerns the fons; they might perhaps 
in their heat of blood be tco bold and impe- 
rivus;, too forward ro entertain ill reports of 
ticir father, and partial judges of his Life and 
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Practice; {pitefully fufpicious, intemperate in 

their difcourfes, and fo laying themfelves open 

to {pics and intormers chat fought for matter 

againit them to work upon. Buc chen on the 
otherhand, what could be more {candalous or 
unpardonable, than for Herod, without any 

Proof, or conviction of any treafonous defign, 

or fo much as the prefumption of any fuch 
contrivance to indulge an impotent paffion in 

the putting of his own fons to death: Perfons 

endow’d with fuch excellenr accomplifhments 

both of mind and body: Well skill’d in all 

manner of exercifes for fports, as wellas war- 

belides confiderable for eloquence and polite 
literature; Alexander, the clder. efpecially. 

If nothing lefs than 2 condemnation would 

content him, why were they nor rather impri. 

fon’d, or banifl’d ? There would have been no 

fear of treachery under thofe circumttances - 

and as little of any open force either, under 

the patronage of the power of Rome. Now 

the taking away their lives thus in fuch a hure 

TY) tO gratily an ungovernable phrenzy, what 

was It but an initance of an impious, anda ty- 
rannicaloutrage ; and at fuch an age tco asad~ 

mitted no plea of ignorance or want of expe- 

ricnce ? Neither does the delay in putting it off 

thus long, makcit onc jot the more excufable = 

tor the deliberation aggravates the crime 3 and 

it would in fome degree have extenuated the 

horror of the wickednefs, if it had been come 

mitted in hot blood; or upon the furprize of 

fome enflaming provocation. But to micditate, 

and conlider fo long upon fo daring an atiront 

to God and nature, and at laft to go through 

with it, nothing buta barbarous ant abandon’d 
profligate could ever have done it. Burt he 

liv’d to make this, and the remaining part of 

his lite all of apiece; for he {pared none of Herod’s crus 
the reft of his relations, chough never fo elty toall 
deartohim. They werc the lefs to be Pity’d, people made 
tis truc, becaufe they perifh’d defervedly ; his life aie 
but his cruelty was never the lefs however oe 
will be fccn further in what follows. : 
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The death of the fons leads to the murder of the father. 
Auitipater fircks at nothing. Se pretends to Salome, and fhe 


name, but Autipater the power. 
coituternines him. Saloiue in love with Sylleus. 


Glaphyra Lack to her father: Whom Herod favours, Autipater hates. 


the prices was a heart-breaking to Aittipater. 


N TIP ATER had now madc 
i) a large ftep toward the com- 
i pafling of his impious delign 
| upon the life of his father, in 
the abominable murder of his 
= brothers; but his ambition 
fpurring him on, things did not yet advance 
fo fattas he would have had them: For there 
were other obftacles yet in the way. After 
this remove, there was no body left, ’tistrue, 
betwixt him and home: So that there was no 
longer any fear or danger of competitors ; but 
he had yet a greater difficulty to encountcr, 
before he could gain his point: That is tofay, 
the mortal hatred of the people and (what 
he dreaded more than all the reft) that ot the 
foldicry, the only fafeguard and fupport oi 
princes againft factions and tumults.. Thefe 
mifchiefs he drew upon his own head, fool 
ithly as well as wickedly. by the deftruction 
of the princes; for if the exercife of power 
would have tempted him, it was effectually 
Antipater that govern’d ar that time, chough 





Antipater the Herod fat upon the throne, ‘and the adminil- 


power, 


tration of affairs was wholly committed to 
him: Nay, the very crime that he deferv’d ta 
die for, pafs’d for an inftance of his affection 


Autipater univerfally hated. Herod had the 


Flerod forces bine to marry Alexus. He fends 
The people's tendernefs for 
Herod diffokves certain contvacis. 


and refpeét; as if he had only confulted the 
fatery and prefervation of the king in the death 
of the princes: Whereas he gratny’d his avere 
fion to the father in what he did, as well as 
to the fons; and fuch was his peftilent malice, 
that he detefted them even for their father’s 
fake. It was his bufinefs, in fhort, not to leave 
one foul alive that could cither give evidence 
of his treafon, or oppofe him in the execution 
of it, or that might be in condition to protcét 
Herod againit him. But the project being 
now a-foot, he was upon his utmoft peril to go 
thorough withit. He look’d_ upon the govern- 
nent as his own, ’tis true, aftcr the death of 
Herod ; but then delays he thought might be 
hazardous; for if he fhould come, betwixt 
this and that, to be detetted to his father, it 
would be his ruin for ever: Wherefore, he 
{pared for no coft or pains, to gain the good- 
will of his father’s friends, by all the courtly 
ways of civil offices and magnificent prefents 
chat are ufual in thofe cafes, even to the de« 
gree of overcoming unkindnefles with benefits: 
His friends at Rome efpecially, and in the firft 
place, Saturninus the governor of Syria, with 
his brother. He wasnot without hope neither 


of bringing over Salome to his intereft, the “_ 
ok 
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of a particular friend and confident of He- 
rod’s. Now Antipater was a man ot addrefs, 
and none better skill’d perhaps in the ways 
and arts of obliging; bctide that for a fair 
outfide to difguife a talfe heart, no man upon 
earth was beyond him: Bur Salome, his aunt, 
thac faw through him all this while, was not 
to be impos’d upon; but, countermining his 
tacalome, Mifchicvous artifices,; kept a watchful cye up- 
and she coun- on him through all his difguifes;, tho’ he had 
tectnineshim {O order’d it, thac her daughter, the widow 
of Ariftobulus, was marry’d to his uncle by 
the mother’s fide, and the other daughter to 
Calleas. But neither the one affinity, nor the 
other, was fufficient, either to cover the wic- 
kednefs of his intent, or to cxtinguifh the 
odium he had moft juftly incurr’d. Salome 
Sulemein herielf was all this while paflionately in love 
love withSyl+ with Sylleus; but Herod, with the affiftance 
of the emprefs Julia, put her upon marryin 
Alexas; the emprefscharging her not to oppofe 
it upon any terms, unleis the had a mind to 
break with her brother for ever, who had 
bound up himfelf with a folemn oath, never 
to own her for his fifter, after fuch a retufal. 
Salome could not fay but ic was wholfom 
countel, and fo yielded to the match, 
He fends Herop, at the fame time, fent away Gla- 
Gispayra hyra, the widow of his fon Alexander, and 
bscx toher the daughter of Archelaus, king ot Cappado- 
a cia, back to her father again, together with 
the portion he had in marriage with her, that 
there might be no farther caufe of contro- 
verfy ; and, upon the whole matter, he took 
reat care for the education of his grand- 
Alewander Children. Alexander had two fons by Gla- 
had two fons phyra; and Ariftobulus, by Berenice, the 
by Glaphyra; daughter of Salome, three fons, and two 
and Artfto-  dauyohters, Herod frequently would be fpeak- 
bslus had . 2° =e i : . 
three fons ing affectionately ot thefe children to his 
and two friends, deploring the misfortune of his fons, 
Gaaghters by and putting up ejaculations to God, to pre~ 
Sie nice. ferve cheir children from the like calamity, 
tend. well, and that they might increafe in virtue, as well 
for thefe or- a8 in years, and live to acknowledge their 
obligations to their parents. He defign’d the 
daughter of his brother Pheroras for wife to 
the cldeft fon of Alexander; and the daugh- 
ter of Antipater to the eldeft fon of Ariftobu- 
lus; and to the fon of Antipater, one of Arifto- 
bulus’s daughters: the other daughter to his 
fon Herod, that he had by the daughter of 
the high-pricft; for Poligamy is allowable 
among us. ‘The principal defign the king had 
in theic alliances, was in pity to the orphans, 
to oblige Antipatcr by this affinity, to treat 
them with the greater tendernefs. But when 
all was done, he had juft as much kindnefs 
afterward for the children, as he had for their 
fathers before; and Herod’s commiferation 
was fo far from foftcning Antipater, that on 
the contrary it made him fierce and jealous; and 
the more the king favour’d them on the onc hand, 
the more Antipater hated them on the other, 
Herod fa- for h h h iv'd f 
vours them, f0r fear when they were arriv’d at ycars o 
the more An- Maturity they fhould fer up themfelves: cfpe- 
tipater hates ny, with the affittance of Archelaus thc king, 
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phans, 


The more 


ee ople’s 24 Pheroras the Tetrarch, whofe fon at that 
heriemneh time ftood fair to marry one of the daughters. 
for the mur- It was another dreadful mortification to him, 


der'd princes to fee the compaffion the pcople had for the 


Pes diners cafe and memory of the unfortunate princes, 
Antipater and with what deteftation they look’d upon 


the contrivers of their ruin; waiting all this 
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while over and above, for an opportunity of 
expofing Antipater for his malicious prattices 
againit his brethren. And it vex’d him to the 
foul again, to think, according to the prefene 
ftate of matters, how fair his nephews ftood 
to put in for fhares in the government; and. 
no way to fecure himfelf but by prevailing ,, F 
with Herod to diffolve the aforefaid contraéts; yaa ne 
which, with much importunity, he obtained, to diffolve 
and got the promife of the daughter of Arif- certain con- 
tobulus for himfelf; and for his fon, the 4s. 
daughter of Phcroras: Whereupon the former 
marriage agreements were all made void. 

Herop had now ninc wives; the firft, was 
the mother of Antipater; the fecond, the 
daughter of Simon the high-pricft, by whom he 
had a fon, whom he call’d by his own name. The 
third wasthe daughter of his brother; and the 
fourth his coufin-german, by which two he had 
no iffue. The fitth, aSamaritan, by whom he 
had two fons, Antipas and Archelaus, and one 
daughter call’d Olympias, who was after- 
wards marry’d to Jofeph the king’s kinfman. 
Archelaus and Antipas were brought up at 
Rome by a particular friend. His tixth wife 
was Cleopatra of Jerufalem, by whom he had 
Herod and Philip, which Philip was alfo bred 
up at Rome. The name of his feventh wife 
was Ballas, by whom he had Phafael. His 
eighth was Phedra; and the ninth Elpis, by 
whom he had two daughters, Roxana and Sa- 
lome. As to his two daughters, the fifters of 
Alexander and Ariftobulus, by Mariamne, 
(thofe that Pheroras refus’d in marriage) he 
marry’d one of them to Antipater, the fon of 
his fifter Salome; and the other (as we have 
faid already) tothe fonof his brother Phafael: 
And let this fuffice for the family of Herod. 











CHAP. I. 


Zamaris, @ Few, plants in Syria. Herod in 
vites him to Bathanea. Herod feeures the Fews 
in their profeffion and liberties. Philip levies 
fome fmall taxes, Zamaris dies. Facimus 
dies, and leaves his fon Philip general of bis 
army. 


| I EROD was now contriving how to for- 
tify himfclf againft the ‘Trachonitcs 5 
to which end he refolv’d upon the building of 
a large fpacious village in the middle of thc 
country, which might ferve as a ftrong garri~ 
fon, both to fecurc that quarter from inroads, 
and upon any occafion to fally our upon the 
enemy. While Herod had this project in his 7 smarisa 
head, fome body happen’d to tell him of a cer- Jew pafles 
tain Jew that came out of Babylon with five the Euphra- 
hundred horfe-men, with bows and arrows, ts with 500 
. 0 oye hor fe-men (0 
and near a filth part of them of his own rela- Dine in Sy- 
tions: And that with thefe troops he pafled fo 
the Euphrates to plant himfelf about Daphne 
in ae where Saturninus the governor 
gave hima caftle called Valatha, not tar from 
Antioch, for his habitation. Herod upon this Herod invites 
intelligence, fent an invitation to the Jew, and him to Ba- 
all his Pope to come over to him, with a thine up 
promife’of lands, and other conveniencies in Sitions, 
the territory of Bathanca upon the borders of 
Trachonitis, with privileges of exemption 
from all duties and tributcs, for the lands as 
wellas for the men, and acommiffion only to 
defend. that quarter againft the incurfions of 
Vagity 
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‘the Jew ac- vagabonds and robbers. Zamaris the Baby-; and privy, over and above, to fo many dan- 
cepsof He- lonian was well cnough pleas’d with the con-} gerous fecrets, and confequently one to ar 


ys terms, 
ettles at 
and Upon 


rou 
and 1 
Bathyra: 
fecures the 
ews in the 
practice © 
their pro- 
fefion- 


and praétice of their profeflion. 


ditions; accepted the offer, and built forts] other: Befide that Antipater was devoted to 
the ground that was allotted him, toge-| them to the higheft degree, both upon his own 
ther with a townthat he called by the name of} account, and his mother’s; for thefé four wo- 
Bathyra; and in this poft he did not only pro-| men were all of a picce. 
teét the inhabitants againft the frec-bootcrs,} Antipater would be pecvifh one with another The women 
but fecur’d the Jews alfo who travelled from} yer for trifes: That is to fay, at the initiga- all ofa picce, 
Babylon to Jerufalem, according to the duty} tion of Salome, that blew the coal betwixt 


Bot Pheroras and 


them, and was fo particularly inforni’d in the 


Upon this provifion, there join’d him vaft] whole train of the delign from end to etid, 


They enjoy 
qheir liberties 


numbers of fuch of the Jews as madé a con-} that fhe was juft upon the brink of difcovering: 
fcience of the laws and religion of their fore-| the confpiracy to Herod himfelf. Now thie 


during He- fathers, peopling the country to admiration,|! accomplices finding their cabals watch’d, and 
rou's reig% for che fake of the advantages and immunities | obferv’d their corref{pondency fufpected of: 
: above mentioned, which they enjoy’d without} myftcry and intrigue, and themfelves under: 
moleftation or controverfy, during Herod’s| the jealoufy and difpleafure of the king; they 

reign: But Philip indeed that fuccceded him, | laid their heads together, and came to a refolu- +, confpi« 


Philip levies 
fome ina 
taxes. 
Agrippa, : 
the Romans qen’d them with heavy taxes, 
afterwards 
augment 
them; but 
their perfons 
free. 3 
Zamaris dies, 
and leaves & 
virtuous iflue. 


fay more hereafter. 


charged them with fome fmallimpofitions ; but] tion, not to mect fo publickly for the time to rators 
they did not laft long. Agrippa the Great,| come, but to pretend quarrellings and fallings- with more 

and and his fon after him, of the fame name, bur-|{ out, and be railing at one another continually 3 cautom. 

’tis true, and] efpecially when cither Herod himfelf, or any 

fo did the Romans after them; but ftill their] body elfe that would be fure to tell him again, 

perfons were left at liberty, of which we fhall} was in hearing: But for the league and confi- | 

\ As for Zamaris the Ba-| dence, that was ftill carry’d on in private} 

bylonian, that Herod put into the poffeffion of | and at this ratethey manag’d. Now Salomé 

this command, after a long and a virtuouslife,! plainly faw thro’ their whole defign; tracing 

he left children behind him, that inherited} every ftep of it ftom the fitft contrivance, quite’ 

the honourable qualities of their father.’ Aid! through the whole conduét of it; and final- 


manage 


among others, there was Jacymus a cavalier, | ly tothe execution itfelf;, and ftill as fhe pick’d’ 


than whom there was no man living hada 

greatcr reputation for courage and bravery; 

and one who had ferv’d the kings of Babylon in 
Jucymus dies, their guards. This Jacymus dy’d at a great 
ine hip his gee, and left behind him a fon, Philip; who 
O1L 
general of 
hisarmy. \ : 
him general of his army. 


for his exemplary valour and probity, was in| 
fach efteem with king Agrippa, that he made j fafety betimes; for no lefs than his life was' at’ 


up any thing to enflame the mifunderftanding, 

fhe immediately inform’d her brother of. ir, 

not withour additions: As fhe would be tell-‘Salome dif- 

ing him every particular of the clofe intelli- covers the in- 
i = ‘ : trigue and 

gence they held, theirfecret confultations, and tye cabal. 

how muchit concern’d him to provide for his. 


ftake. As for the contumelious language they’ 


——_— J tifed to one another before company, that was 





CHAP. Ill. 


all counterfeit and collufion, fhe faid ; for they 
were very good friends when they were alone; 


The government lodg’d in Autipater. Pheroras | put enemies undoubtedly to all thofe to whom 
hates, but flatters the women; who are all of they would have that friendfhip carry’d as a 


a piece. 
covers all. 


The women take part with the Pha- 
rifecs ; who refufe the oath of allegiance. 


A 


. fine fet upon the Pharifees ; and Pheroras’s wife | 


Bagoas and other Pharijces put. to 
death. An information againft the wifeo, Phe- 
yoras. Pheroras ref{ufes to part with his wife. 
Aatipater and his mother forbid coming together. 

HILE Herod’s affairs were in_ this 
pofture, as above, and himfelf poficis’d 
with fuch a confidence of the faith, zeal, and 
alfeGtion of his fon, the authority and adminif- 
The whole tration of all publick affairs was effectually 
“uftefthe lodg’d with Antipacer, which truft, however, 
rovernment he did moft abominably abufe; but daubing 
olg'din An- over the foulnefs of his hypocrify with fuch 


pays at. 


airs fpecious and artificial pretences, that every 
word he faid pafs’d with his father for truch, 
and matter of faét: So that in cffeét he was 
not lefs dangerous for his craft, than for his 
None fo power. But none fo great in appearance, al- 


a 
grat as An- ter all, as he and Pheroras; the latter being 
purer and circumvented, and drawn into the inare by 

rorass the women that were in the faction with the 


tine other. For Pheroras durft not difoblige, ci- 
hites the wo. ther his wife, his mother-in-law, or his fitter ; 
met; bue though in his heart he hated them all mortal- 


ly, for the indignities they had put upon his 
virgin-daughters. But thefe were things co be 
difpens’d with, by onc who, had people to. 
deal with fo neceflary to the main butincfs , 


makes fiir 
Wilh them, 


The con[pirators cautious. Salome dif-} focyer, 


She made the beft, in fine, of her dif- 
covcries, and all went to her brother in courfe, 
who, by this time, had gotten fome inrelli- 
gence of the matter; but conceal’d his thoughts 
awhile, without taking all for granted that bis 
fitter told him, whom he knew to be ill-na- 
tur’d enough co make the wort of every thing. 

Tuis fec of women were mightily deyoted The women 
toa certain feét among the Jews that valu’d ae addlicke 
themfelves upon their legal rightcoufnefs, and Phane. 
an oftentation of being holicr than their neigh-~ * : 
bours. Thefe people had the name of Phari- 
fees; an arrogant, cralty fort of men, that in 
the pride and vanity of their hearts, make no 
conicience of affronting kings, and trampling 
royal authority under their fect. As for in= They refute 
ftance: When the whole nation of the Jews to {wear al- 
were call’d upon to fwear allegiance to Cefar, legiance to 
and to the king, thefe were the only refuters, eee ae 

hry ¥ 

to the number of above feven thoufand: And fin'dforin 
being condemn’d afterwards in a fam of mo- Pheroras's 

ney for this refufal, the wife of Pheroras laid wifelays 

down the fine. 'Thefe people having gotten to Town the fine, 
themfelves the reputation of the fpirit of pro- 
phecy, and the {pecial direction and affiftance 
of divine revelation, gave ic out, in requiral 
for the good office of paying the fine, that God 
had determin’d the transfering of the king- 
dom front Herod and his line, ‘to the prince 
and her husband Pheroras, and their iilue. 
lome gave the king notice of this, and of 


gh 


The Phnri- 
y, 1eew fortel 
“? the trantla- 
Sa= tion of the 
the government 
bri- to Pheroras, 


A24 


Bagoas, and 
other Phart- 
fecs, taken 
up and puc 
to death. 


Hero: 


ad exhi- 
bir. 














Fierod’s ill 
humoar 
makes Anti- 
pater unecaly. 





noe 


" efpecially. 
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bribery and corruption that had been ptac-|in’d by the effeéts of his difplcafure, he wrote Amipater 


tis'd at courtin favour of chis interett. Up- 
on a ftrict fearch and enquiry, there were ic- 
yeral of the Pharifees taken up, and put to 
death, as the principal authors of this fediti- 
ous prefage ; and among others there was Ba- 
gous the cunuch, and Herod’s_ minion Carus ; 
3 youth that he doted upon for the charms ot 
his perfon and beauty: befide feveral others 
in his own family that were convicted of the 
confpiracy, upon the proof and tcitimony ot 
the Pharifees themfelves: who perfwaded Ba- 
goas into an opinion and belief, that he was to 
be celebrated us the parent and benefactor of 
the prince that was defign’d tor the throne 3 
tor every thing fhould fucceed well to the 
new king, and the government be eftablifh’d 
to his family in a legitimate itfue. 

Soow after the trial, convi€tion and cxecu- 
tion cr the Pharifecs, Herod call’d a council 
ot his friends, and exhibited an accufation 
againit the wife of Pheroras, “ alledging, 
‘© char ic was by her counfel and advice, that 
his brother fo contemptuoufly rejected the 
tender of the royal virgins to him in mar- 
riage, and that fhe had, mott unnaturally 
and againtt all law, fomented a ieud be- 
twixt brethren to the uttermoft of her pow- 
er, as well in deeds as in words + that fhe 

erfelf had fided with the rebcllicus and| 

contumacious Pharifecs, in paying the fine 
that himfelf had impcs’d upon them: 
and in fhort, that fhe was guilty, more or 
lefs, of the whole confpiracy. And there- 
tore Pheroras fhould do well, he thought, 
to caft off that lewd woman of himtelt, 
thar had done fuch wicked offices be- 
rwixt fo near relations: efpecially conli- 
dering the cafe to be now come to this 
point, that Pheroras mutt either reject that 
woman for his wite, or never expect to be 
own’d by Hered tor his brother.” 
Tuese pafficnate cxprefiions of Herod 
could net bur aticct Pheroras very fentibly ; 
but ver with a fasing to all the duty and re- 
{peét that he ought, beth to a prince, and to a 
brother ; he made a pubdlick proteitation that 
nothing in the world thould ever make him 
renounce his dear wite, and that he would 
rather dic than live wichost her. Herod fut- 
ficiently refented this indignity; burt {titled 
his refentment, enly forbidding Antipater and 
his mother any communication with Pheroras, 
and barring the court ladics the irecdom of 
their ufual converfations. ‘hey all promis’d 
that they would obferve the king’s orders, 
but neverthelefs kept up by ftealth their pri- 
vate entertainments; Pheroras and Antipater 
People talk’d at that time of an 
intrigue betwixt Antipater and the wife of 
Pheroras, and that the mother of Antipatcr 
brought them together. 
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CHAP. 1V. 


Aatipater uneafy. He gets bimfelf fent for to 
Rome. Hired fends bim ith prefents, and 
his laf? will aad teftament. Sylleus charg’d 
with treafon, and to be try’d at Rome. 


NTIPATER began now to be un- 
eafy, under the ar humour and grow- 
ing jealoufies of Herod ; and fearing to be ru- 


. 


to his friends at Rome, to get him fent for 8+! bimtelf 
in all hafte to wait upon Auguitus. ‘This was ee = 
done, and Herod difpatch’d Antipater with Llerod fends 
rich prefents, and his laft will and tcftament 3; him to Kome 
whercin he declar’d Antipater his fucceflor ; Wit) pre 
or in cafe of his deceafe, his fon Herod, that ee his 
he had by the daughter of the high-prieft. —reflamene 
a MW, 
Avr the fame time, SyUcus the Arabian 
went alfo to Rome, not having performed, it 
fecms, What Cefar had order’d him. Antipa- 
ter charged him there before Auguttus, in syleus 
like manner as Nicolaus had done betore. Aree charg’d with 
tas accufed him alfo, for having put feveral 
men of honour to death at Petra, contrary to 
his will and order, and among others Sohe=- 
mus, 2 man upon all accounts emincnt for his 
virtue: and fo likewile Fabatus, a fervant of 
Cefar’s. The bulinefs was this: ‘There was 
a certain Corinthian in Herod’s guards, that 
the king very much confided in. Syllcus treat- 
ed with this man tor a fum of moncy to kill 
the king, and proceeded fo tar with him, that 
the thing was agreed upon. Fabatus had this 
account trom the mouth of Sylleus, and forth- 
wich went and inform’d the king of it. The 
Corinthian was prcfently put to the queftion, 
who upon a particular ferutiny, acknowledz’d 
the defign, and brought two Arabians alfo 
into the plot; the one of them a perfon of 
great quality ; and the other a fingular friend 
of Sylleus, who being likewife put to the tor- 
ture, confefs’d that they came thither on pur- 
pofe to prefs the Corinthian to the execution 
ef what he had undertaken, and to affit him 
alfo in the exploit, if there thould be occafion. 
The informations were tent by Herod to Sa- 
turninus, and by him to Rome, where the The cavfeto 
caule was to be heard and decided. be try’dat 
Rome. 


trealonoiuy 
practices, 





CHAP. V. 


Pherevas fent to his government, who fwears 
never to return, during Hteroa’s life. Ficrod 
falls fick, and feuds for Pherovas: who ex= 
cifes himfelf upon bis cath. Phevoras falls 
Sick aud dies. 


HEN Herod faw that the love and Pheroras 
tendernefs Phcroras had for his wife fent buck to 
cou’d not be fhock’d, he fent him back to his ts sever” 
* aye ment; who 
government, which he very willingly com tages an oath 
ply’d with, binding himfelf by an oath never neverto re- 
to return again during the life of Herod; and trn sid 
he was as good as his word; for the king oe 
foon after falling fick, and he himfelf being perod falls 
call’d upon to make him a vifit, and reccive fickand fends 
fome fecret orders from him before he dy’d, for Pherora. 
Pheroras cxcus’d himfelf that he was under Pherorster 
an oath, and durft nor break it; but Herod coe 
low’d his brother {till as well as ever he did; ate 
and without following his example. Phero- 
ras himfelf falling fick foon after, Herod, of Pheroras fils 
his own accord, went to vifit him. This di- fick aie 
{temper carry’d him off, and the king took ate 
order for the tranfporting of his body to Je- 
rufalem, where it was honourably interr’d. 
This calamity was the forerunner of great 
mifchiefs to Antipater, tho’ at prefent at 
Rome; for divine juftice call’d him after- 
ward to an account for the blood of his bro- 
thers. I fhall now give the ftory of it at 
length, and in order; for an excmplary cole 
Q 





Chap. 


Enquiry 
about the 


death of Phe- 


roras. 


A poifon | 
brought him 
by aconf- 
dent of Sylle- 
us’s miftrefs. 


The fitter 

and mother 
of Pheroras’s 
wife fercht it, 


Several wor 
men tortur’d 
about it. 


The mother 
of Antipater 
charged with 


is. 
The practice 
prov’d to 
every point. 


VI. 


to mankind, and for a caution to pofterity, to} 
govern themfelves in all contingencics, by the 
meafures of equity and virtue. 








CHAP. VI. 


Ait enquiry about the death of Pheroras. A pei- 
Son brought bin by a confident of Sylleus’s mi- 
Sirefs. The fifter and waother of Pheroras’s: 
zwije fetch it. Several women tortur’d about it.\ 
Lhe mother of Antipater charged with it, aud 
the practice prov'd. Doris fivipt of her jew- 
eJs, and banifh’d.  Antipater in a plot to pot 
fon the king. Pheroras’s widow difcovers all. 
Pheroras’s laft words in difcharge of his confci~ 
ence. Adore witneffes exaniin’d. Herod turns off | 
one of his wives. Bathyllus brings poifon from 
Rowe, for Autipater’s mother and Pheroras. 


HERORAS being now dead, two of 

his Trachonite-freemen that he lov’d cx- 
tremely were very earneft with Herod for a 
ftriét enquiry to be made how their mafter 
came to that miferable end 5 and that in cafe 
it fiould be found he was poifon’d, his death ; 
might not pafs unreveng’d. They inform’d | 
Herod (who laid a great ftrefs upon every | 
word they faid) that the night their maftcr 
was taken ill, he fupp’d with his wifc, where 
he was treated with an odd and unufual difh 
of meat that ftruck him to the heart upon the 
very taking of it. This was brought him by an 
Arabian woman under the name of a difh to in- 
{pire love, but was in truth, a mortal poifon 5 
the women of that country being the beft skill’d 
in the art of poifoning of any inthe world. The 
woman they charg’dit upon, was found to bean 
intimate friend:and acquaintance of Syllcus’s mi~ 
ftrefs, the mother and filter of Pheroras’s wife, 
the perfonsthat went to her for the poifon ; and 
that they came back together, the day before the 
adminiftring of this deadly draught. The king 
was fo tranfported upon the hearing of this 
ftory, that he prefently order’d feveral of the 
women to be put to the torture, free, as well 
as flaves. ‘They flood mute a long time; bur 
one of them at laft, in the horror of her pain, 
burft out into this exclamation: *‘ Ah! (fays 
“¢ fhe) that the mother of Antipater were in 
“ my place now 3 for that lewd woman has 
“© been the caufe of all our mifery.” This 
difcovery put Herod upon a refolution to ex- 
tort out of them every particular of the in- 
trigue, and fo to ran thorough the whole hi- 
ftory of it from point to point: as all their 
fecret meetings, collations, clofe confultati- 
ons and. cabals; feveral occafional difcourfes 
that pafs’d betwixt Herod and Antipater, were 
made common talk among the women, even 
to the ** hundred talents that were given to 
keep things from the knowledge of Pheroras, 
The women witnefles farther enlarged upon 
the hatred he had for his father, and how he 
would be often complaining to his mother, 
that “he thought the old fellow would ne- 
« yer die;” when yet at the fame time, he 
was fo far in years himfelf, that the govern- 
ment wou’d have been but of little fer- 
vice to him, had he acceded to it; befide fo 
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many fons, and grand-children in view, that 
he had a very uncertain profpeét of the fuc- 
ceffion: nay, and as matters ftvod at prefent, 
the kingdom was to defeend to his brother, 
not to his fon, in cafe he himfelf fhould be 
taken ont of the way. The witnefles {poke 
farther to. his commion practice of inveighing 
again{t his father for his crucley and barbarity 
to his own fons; infomuch that he himfelf 
was forced away to Rome, and Pheroras to 
his government to get out of his reach. 

Turs was all fo confonant to what his fi- 
fier had formerly told him, that without the 
ceremony of any farrher doubt or deliberati- 
on, Doris, the mother of Antipater, was as 


good as conviét of a moft malicious part of 


the treafon, and immediately ftript of all her 
Jewels to the valuc of many talents, and ex- 
pell’d the palace: but for the women of Phe. 
roras’s family, the king was gentler to them, 
for the fake of thcir information. ‘There was 
matter abundantly againft Antipater; but the 


moft provoking and unpardonable Article of 


his accufation, was drawn from the confeflion 
of Antipater the Samaritan, an officer in a 
place of truft under the other Antipater: who, 
among other things, declared, that his matter 
had put a mortal poifon into the hands of 
Pheroras for the king to take in his abfence, 
when the work might be done with the lefs 
fufpicion. This poifon he faid, was brought 
out of Egypt by Antiphilus a friend of Anti-~ 
patcr, whofe uncie Theudion, the brother of 
his mother Doris, .fent it to Pheroras, who 
gave it to his witctokeep. Herod, upon this, 
took the woman into examination, who con- 
fcfs’d fhe had ic; and making a fhew as if fhe 
went to fetch it, fhe caft herfelf down from 
one of the palace galleries into the court: but 
falling upon her fect, the bruife was not mor-~ 
tal. So foon as fhe came to herfclf again, the 
king promis’d both her, and her family their 
pardon, upon condition that they declar’d the 
whole truth; with menaces of the uttcrmoft 
rigour of torments, if cither by obftinacy or 
otherwife, they fhould conceal any part of the 
defign. Upon this Pheroras’s widow bound 
herfelf by a folemn oath to tell the whole 
matter of faét without any referve ; and moft 
people were of opinion, that her confeffion 
was ingenuous and true. ‘ That poiton 
“ Cfays fhe) was brought by Antiphilus out 
‘© of Egypt, and prepar’d by a brother of his, 
*¢ that was a phyfician there. Your fon An- 
“¢ tipater bought it with a defign to poifon 
“€ your majefty. 'Theudion brought ic to Phe= 
*© roras, Who deliver’d it to me. My huof. 
“* band afterward falling fick, had fo pious 
“and paffionate a fenfe of your generous 
“¢ friendfhip, in the charitable vifit you were 
‘¢ pleafed to make him, that he called me to 
“ him, and told me: wife (fays he) here’s 
«¢ Antipater has inveigled me into a moft un- 
natural plot for the poifoning both of my 
brother and his father; fo that in the fenfe I 
have of the fteddinefs of the king’s affe€ti- 
on to me, and of my own condition as a 
dying man, I am refolved, God willing, 
never to carry into another world with me, 
the guile and infamy of fo bafe a confpira- 





* An hundred talents (as was: before obferved) weighed eleven thoufand four hundred and fix 
ounces, and their value in filver amounted to thirty four thoufand two hundred -eighteen pounds 
and in gold to five hundred forty feven thonfand, five hundred pounds of our money. 
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Doris ftript 


of her jewels, 


and banifh’dy 


Antipater in 
aplotto . 
to poyfon 


the king. 


Pheroras’s 
widow de- 
clares the 
whole upon 
oath. 
Pheroras’s 


laft words to 


his wife in 
difcharge of 
his contci~ 
ence. 
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More wit- 
netles put to 
the quettion. 


Herod turns 
ott one of his 
Rives 


Bathyllas 
bro igh: 
Ppo-ton 

trom Rome, 
tor Antipa- 
ter’s mother 
aid Pacroras. 


“ey; wherefore let the poifon be immedi- 
“ ately brought up and thrown into the fire 
“¢ before my free: upon which words (lays 
“ fhe) I ferche it pretently, and threw it into 
“ the fire, as he had order’d me; faving on- 
“ ly avery fall remainder of it that I kept 
“ for my own ufe, in cafe it fhould be my 
“Jot after the death of my husband to be 
“ pur to extremities myfelf’? With thefe 
words, fhe took out the poifon that was Icft, 
with the box ic was in, and produced them 
both in the court. In the next place, the mo- 
ther of Antiphilus, and another brother of his, 
were both put to the queftion, and confirmed 
the fame thing over again, with evidence to 
the very box itfelf. There was an accufation 
exhibited alfo againft one of the king’s wives, 
the daughter of the high-pricft; but they got 
nothing out of her: Herod however, catt 
her off, and ftruck her fon, of his own name, 
out of his will, whom he defign’d his fuc- 
ceffor, if Antipater had dy’d before him. He 
depofed Simon alfo, his father-in-law, and 
the fon of Bocthus, from the pontificate, and 

romoted Matthias of Jerufalem, the fon of 

heophilus, in his ftead. 

In this interim, Bathyllus, one of Antipa- 
ter’s freemen, came from Rome, and being 
put to the torture, conicis’d thar he brought 
poifon, for Antipater’s mother and Pheroras, 
with an intent that if one fail’d, they might 
try the other. There came at the fame time 
certain letters from Rome, to Herod, but of 
Antipater’s dircétion and contrivance; and 
manag’d likewife by his friends, who in pre- 
fents and gratifications were well paid for 
their pains. ‘Thefe letters infifted much upon 
the liberties that Archclaus and Philip took 
at every turn, to talk fo fcandaloufly of He- 
rod for the murder of Alexander and Aritto- 
bulus, and of the compaffion they had for the 
poor innocent brothers; fuggefting alfo, that 
they themfelyes were now call’d back again 
only to be treated after the fame manner with 
thofe that went before them. ‘This was all 
Antipater’s contrivance from one cnd to the 
other, and net without fair letters to Herod 
of his own too, over and above, for the ber- 
ter colour of the bufinefs. They were hot 
young men, he faid, and the more excufable, 
tho’ perhaps not fo temperate and refpectful 
in their words, as they might have been; with 
a great deal more of fuch ftuff to the fame 
purpofe. The controverfy went on all this 
while with Syllcus ; and Antipater had made as 
many friends at court as the expence of two * 
hundred talents, in prefents, and gallantrics, 
could procure him. It was a ftrange ching 
now, that in feven months time (for fo long 
had this fcrutiny been a foot) Antipater fhould 
never get the leatt intelligence of the matter; 
but what with the watches and guards that 
befet the paflages, and the univerfal malice of 
the people to Antipater, there was not a man 
to be found that would run any rifque for the 
informing, or the faving of him. 


n 








CHAP, VI. 


Ficvod’s letters to Antipater. The news of Phe- 
roras’s death.  Aatipater gocs to scbafte ; 


wchere be is received with curfes inftead of ac= 
clamations, Quintilius Varus in couacil with 
Herod at Ferufalem. Alatipater comes ia his 
robes to the paiace-gates, where himfelf is 
admitted, and his followers kept out. Antipas 
ter charg’d with fratricide aid treafou ; to be 
try’d next day, and Varus his judge. Salonie, 
the witneffes and difcoverers, all produced. He= 
rod’s aggravation. Autipater’s defence; who 
offers bimfelf to the terture. Nicolaus of Daw 
mafcus manages the caufe, advifing Varus to 
do juflice. Auntipatcr acciufed for dealing with 
wisards. Fis charader and bhypocrify, Aa 
experiment of the poifon. sAntipater made a 
prifoncr. Letters intercepted from Antiphilus 
to Antipater. A letter from Acme. torg’d 
letters. Acnie a perfroner to dutipater. An- 
tipater names tntipkulus fora confpivator. Flea 
vod fends a flate of the cafe to Route. 


NTIPATER, having written to the An artificial 
king that he was upon fettling his aflairs W*Y of cor 

at Rome, and preparing for his rcturn, Hce- bene hae 
rod advifed him by all means, in a fly tempe- tipater and 
rate Way of anfwer, to make what hafte he Herod. 
could homeward, for fear any thing fhould 
fall out amifs in his abf{ence : and nor one an- 
gry Word in his letter, more than fome flight 
glances upon his mother, which would be eas 
fily made up again when they came together. 
This was all carry’d with mighty proteffions 
of candour and friendfhip from Herod; for 
he fear’d if Antipater had entertain’d the leatt 
fufpicion of a trick in it, he would delay his 
Journey upon it, nor did he know what Inte~ 
reft he might make at Rome toward the fup- Herod’s fer 
planting of him in his government. Thefe ters came to 
letters came to Antipatcr’s hand as he was eaieeree 
upon the way in Cilicia; but for thofe that why in Cilie 
brought him tidings of the death of Phero- cia. 
ras, he received them at Tarentum, and with The news of 
a forrowful heart too, not for the love of Eprom 
Pheroras, but for the difappointment of poi- hin Mt Pan 
foning the king, which he had undertaken for. rentum. 
Upon his coming to Celenderis, a city of Ci- Antipater 
licia, he had a kind of mifgiving upon him, Covbs 2 
» 7 
that flagger’d him, whether he fhould go for- haters 
ward or no. The feandal that lay upon his go forward 
mother very fenfibly affected him; and deli- or n° 
berating what to do, his friends were divided, 
upon the queftion. Some advis’d him to delay 
his return a while, and wait the event; others, 
for haftcning all he could home again, making no 
doukt at all but upon his appearance he would 
clear himfelf to all manner of purpofes; for 
what was it, cven at prefent, but his being 
out of the way that gave his adverfaries ic 
much advantage over him, by tales and ca- 
lumnies! this advice carry’d it: fo that he pis friends 
continu’d his courfe to Scbafte, a port that are for it, 
Herod had ercéted at an incredible cxpence, and {0 he 
in honour of Auguftus. By this time, everytime. where 
body read Antipater’s fate; for he that at his he is received 
departure was follow’d with benediétions, with curfes 
vows -and acclamations, had not fo much as inllend of se: 
one perfon now to take any kind of notice are” 
him, or to bid him welcome; buc for curfes 
and imprecations, he had them in abundance ; 
the people crying aloud to heaven for venge= 
ance upon him for the blood of his murder’d 
brothers. 





a 
* ‘Two hundred talents weighed twenty two thoufand eight hundred and twelve pounds fix ounces, and their 
value in filver amounted to fins cight thoufand four hundred and thirty feven poynds cen fhillings, and in gold to 


ope million ninety five thoufand pounds of our money, 


Quinvitrus 


- 


Chap. Vil. - 


Quintilius 
Varus in | 


Quinrrztus Varus, the fucceffor of Sa- 
turninus in the government of Syria, happen’d 


counfel WIT Fy be now at Jerufalem, and at this very time 


Herodat Je 
rufalem. 
Antipater 


comes to the 


alace-Zates 


jn his robes. 


Himelf ad- 
mitced, but 


his followers 


fut out. 


‘Antipater _ 
charged wit 
frarricide 
and treafon, 
to be try” 
next day, an 
Varus his 
qudge. 

Je confults 
his mother 
and his wife, 


in counfel with Herod. While they were fit- 
ting upon publick bufinefs, Antipater in his 
purple robes, comics to the palace gates, which 
wete fer open to him; but immediately fhut 
again upon his followers. ‘This ftruck him 
into fach a damp (for he knew nothing as yet 
of the mattér) that he began now to think 
with himfelf whereabouts he was: but more 
efpecially, when upon prefenting himfelf to 
his father’s embrace, he found himfelf rejec- 
ted with indignation, and upbraided with re- 
proaches of fratricidé and treafon; for thefe, 
hn he was told, were the crimes would be charg’d 

upon him the day following ; and Varus there 

prefent to be ‘his judge: this furprize daunted 
q him as if he had been thunder-ftruck ; fo he 
went his way, meeting his mother and his 
wife in his paflage. The latter was the dangh- 
ter of Antigonus, Herod’s predeceflor, by 
whom being inform’d of all that had pafs’d 
upon the ftate of the caufe, he prepared for 


and preparcs “E : 

for fis trial, histriak ; 
Thecomncil ~ Nexr day there met a great council; Va- 
meess; VaTUS rus and Herod ptefidents, and their friends 
and Herod 4 hen Sal he iacia Glee: was 
prefidents. about them. alome thé king's filter, 


Salome, the 


wimefles and 


difcoverers 


all produc’d. 


Herod aggra- 


vates Anti- 


pater's ingra- ¢¢ 


titude, 


cited thither alfo, with, others of their rela- 
tions. ‘There was likewife the difcoverers of 
the confpiracy ; the witnefles that had been. 
upon the torture ; and in the laft place, fome 
of the domefticks of the mother of Antipa- 
ter that had béén taken up a little before his 
return from Rome, and letters for him found 
about them to this effeét: giving him cauti-~ 
on, “ That le fhould riot by any means come 
““ back; for the king knew all, and he had 
“€ beft have 4 care how he fell into his hands : 
“© concluding, in fine, that he had no way in 
“ the world to fave himfelf, but by cafting 
* himfelf upon Cefar’s clemency and protec- 
“ tion.’ Antipater made it now his requeft 
to Herod, only to be, admitted to his defence, 
and not coidemn’d unheard. The king pre- 
fently bad him rife, and ftand forth to take 
his trial. nee el | ok 

“ I am (fays Herod) an unfortunate man to 
“ have béen the father of fuch children, and 
to fall at laft in my old. age now into the 
© hands of fuch a wretch as Antipater. And 
“* fo he amplify’d upon the care he had taken 
*¢ for him in his inftitution and cducation ; and 
“ reproaching him, that he never ask’d, or 
“ fo much as with’d for any thing out of his 
* fortune that he deny’d him. And what re- 
“ turn for all this, but a confpiracy againft 
“ his life, in requital; and the feizing of a 
“© crown, by an impious: violence, that by 
“ the double right of both title and free gift, 
“were to come to him in.courfe ? I cannot 
“ imagine (ey he) what advantage he could 
© propofé to himfelf in the gratifying of fo 
** extravagant an ambition 3 -for he had made 
“ him a fucceflor (he faid) by his will, and 
* efféGtually a partner. with him in dignity, 
© slory.and power, even in his life-time + be- 
St fide ‘the fetcling of * fifty talents a year 
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cc 


upon him for a revenue, and an allowance 
of three hundred more, for the expence 
of his journey now to Rome. As tor his 
charge upon his brothers, either they were 
guilty, and he himfelf at the fame time 
their imitator, as well as their acculer; or 
. oF the other fide, if innocent, then was 
he again the calumniator and the murderer. 
“* For he had nothing againft them (he faid) 
but out of his own mouth, and fo was the 
fentence as well as the information: fo that 
in this aét he had acquitted his brothers, 
and taken the execrable impiety of treafon 
and parricide upon himfelf.” 
Herop was overcome with fo paflionate 
a fit of weeping upon this tender occafion, 
that he could go no further; and fo defired 
Nicolaus of Damafcus, his antient and parti- 
cular friend, and one that was thoroughly in- 
ftruéted in this matter, to proceed to the cx~ 
amination of the criminals, and to the con- 
viétion of his.fon. Antipater, by way of pre- 
vention, apply’d himfelf to his defence, and 
improv’d all the inftances of his father’s kind~ 
nefs to the juftification of his own piety and 
deferts, affuming to himfelf to have done his: 


duty to all purpofes. 


ce 


ec 


(jays he) that after the refcuing of my fa- 
ther from the treacheries of fo many other 
people, I fhould at Jaft curntraitorto him my= 
iclf, and blaf the reputation of a try’d and 
an unfpotted loyalty, with fo foul a blot 
in the conclufion? what could I pretcnd, 
or but defire to make rhe greater, or better 
than in truth Iwas? or how could I be 
** fach a fool, as under thefe fplendid cir- 
** cumftances, to make myfelf a fcandalous 
“villain, only for infamy and lofs? for the 
fucceffion was with all formality of law 
already fettled upon me, and myfelf fo far 
admitted by the king’s bounty into a fhare 
with him in the exercife of his royal pow- 
“er, that I was effectually in the very pof- 
*¢ feffion of the government, rather than in 
* the expectancy of it; and no one cither to 
controul, or to envy my claim, Why fhould 
I ftruggle now for that with danger, which 
my virtuc had put me in a quict enjoyment 
of; and expofe myfelf by fo doing, to a 
moft certain infamy, for the vain flattery of 
an uncertain hopes; efpecially confidcring 
** how this ambition fped with my brothers, 
“* whom I myfelf accuied, conviéted and pu- 
** nifh’d ? thisI did (fays he) and this I fhall 
** never repent of ; but on the'contrary, valuc 
“© my felf upon the merit of that fervice, as 
“ the higheft inftance I could give my dcar 
* father of a filial and inviolable love and 
“ duty, As to my behaviour in the city of 
‘¢ Rome, I dare appeal to Cefar himfelf, who 
“© ig no more to be 1mpofed upon than an ora- 
“ cle, and to feveral of his letters that I 
** could produce under his own hand in’ my 
* favour. Pray then, would it not be hard 
“ now to fet up the cdlumnies of wicked. 
“ men, and profefs’d enemics againft the au- 
“ thority of thefe facred evidences? A fean- 
“ dalous fort of ‘pick-thanks, that are never 
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* Fifty ‘talents weighed five thoufand feven hundred: 


ind threa pounds one ounce ten pennyweights, and their 


value in ‘filyar’ amounted td fevehitech thoufand one hundred and nine pounds feven fhillings and fixpence, and in 
gold to two hundred feventy ‘three thoufand fever hundred fift pounds of our money. 

+ Three hundred talents weighed thirty four thoufind ‘two hundred eighteen potinds nine ounces, and their'va- 
Ine in filver amounted to one hundred two thoufand, fix Hundred fifty fix pounds five fhillings, and in gold to one 


million fix hundeed forty two thoufand, five hundred. pounds of our money. 


5Q fo 


* “What likelihood Domes 


FLA 
“eyo well pleated as whea they are embroil- 
ine the roval family; as they have now 
made advantage otf my _abfence for the pot- 
telling of people with falfe and defamatory 
rumours againit me, which they were never 
able to compais fo long as I was wirhin di- 
ftance of fpeaking for myf{eli.” Toward 

the cnd of his ditcourfe, he made a fhore di- 
greflion upon the reafon and cuftom of examin- 
jn by torture; ¢¢ which was as likely a way 
“(he faid) to extort a falfiry as a truth; for 
«© whether trac, or falfe, the tormented muit 
“ expect to be kept in pain till he be brought 
“ co contets what the tormentor would have 
“ him fay 2” and yet Antipater, after all this, 
o offer’d himfelf ro the queftion, and to abide 
the ifiue of it. He deliver’d thefe words 
with fo patfionate a tranfport of tone, tcars, 
aétion, ttriking his head, and the like, that 
the council were extremely mov'd at it; and 
the greateit enemies he had could not but pity 
him: nay, Herod himfelf was obfery’d to re- 
lent, notwithttanding the utmott he could do 
to conceal ie. . 
Wuex Antipater had gone thus far, Nico- 
laus tock up the caufe where the king left it; 
 feann’d and fifted every article 3 cited and 
“ dumm/’d up the proofs; the names of the 
“© witnefles, and the particular conteffions of 
“ thofe that had been put to the queftion. 
“ He pafs’d then to the fubject of the king’s 
‘ bounty, care and tendernefs in the cduca- 
© gion of his children, and how ill it was 
“ anfwer’d. As for Alexander and Arittobu- 
“ Jus, while they were under the dominion 
© of ambition, rather ‘than avarice, and hur- 
*¢ ry’d on by the intemperate motioris of youth 
“ and bot blood, it was not fo much a won- 
der tor them (he faid) to be debauch’d by 
evil counicl and lewd company, into a neg- 
lect or contempt of their duty; but as to 
the cafe ot Antipater, it was worfe than 
brutal, for in the very fierceft of beafts them- 
felves, there is yet a kind of natural gra- 
ticude for their keepers and their feeders: 
whereas this young man was fo far from 
being gain’d upon by the goodnefs and 
‘ bounty ef an indulgent father, that as he 
‘© was not to be deterr’d by the calamitous 
example of his brothers; fo on the contra- 
ry, he valu’d himfelf upon an cmulation of 
their wickedneis and_cruclty. : 
yourfelf, Antipater (fays he) that firft dif- 
coverd their defign? were not you then 
the profecutor 2 and you yourfelt again, the 
director of the fentence, and confequently 
of the punithment? this is not now to re- 
“ cék upon your zcal-and indignation in fo 
juft a caufe; bue it-itumbles me to find you 
10. bitter againft your brothers, for the ve- 
ty fame thing that you do yourfelf: which 
manifeftly fhews, that your bufincfs was 
not fo much thé prefervation of the father, 
“ as the ruin of the children ; and under the 
“* colour of a fevere. brother, to'get the re- 
“ putation of a tender and a dutiful fon; and 
‘< fo with the more fecurity,-to ftalk under 
‘© that cloak up to the king himfelfi And 
*¢ this Was the cxploic you were now about. 
** How came it to pafa elfe, that the brothers 
© Were put to death,and not their accomplices ? 
*¢ what canld be'the meaning, or the end of 
“ this; bue firft, that you and they were a- 
6 greed upon the matter ; and fecondly, that 
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Boox XVII. 


fo foon as the fift difficulty fhould be over, 
they might be within call to help-you out 
with the nexe ? fo that you had a double 
fatisfa¢tion in the contemplation of your 
wickednefs ; the one was by impofing pub- 
lickly upon the world in a moft flagitious 
impiety for an honourable and a meritori- 
ous Virtue ; the other was in the carrying 
on, and the hope of executing that inhu- 
man barbarity yourfelt, which you took up- 
on you but now to revenge in others. If 
you had heartily detefted that malice, you 
would as well have abhorr’d the imitation 
of it. But you, have had the wit however, 
to take the beft people out of the way firft ; 
and to fet yourfelf clear of competitors, 
being refolyed to leave neither rivals nor 
Witnefies ; and that being done, to crown 
the murder of the brothers with that of the 
father, and by fo doing, not only to efcape 
the punifhment you have deferved, but to 
bring your parent to bear the burden of 
your crimes, in fuch a parricide as was ne- 
ver either heard or dreamt of before: for 
the treafon was not torm’d againft a perfon . 
of the common rate of fathers; but againft 
@ parent, tender and indulgent to the high- 
eft degree; the confpirator mark’d out tor 
the fucceffion already; a half fharer in the 
crown by advance; fettled beforchand in 
the prefent enjoyment of his greatnefs, and 
fecure of the reverfion of it by his father’s 
will: but, (fays Nicolaus) your infatiable 
defires were not to be bounded by his good- 
nefs, but by fuch meafares only.as your own 
ingratitude and perverfenefs fhould pre- 
{cribe. Your own half of his right would 
not anfwer your end, unlefs you might 
have his part too. Your pretence was 
the faving of him, when at the fame 
time the plot was to deftroy him: and 
the lewdnefs was not at’ all to yourfelf 
neither, but your mother was made 2 
party to it; the whole family embroil’d. 
upon it, and the brothersall together by the 
ears. And after all this, you had the im-" 
pudence to call your father beaft; when- 
you yourfelf was worfe then the worft of 
beafts. But neither your relations nor your 
benefaétors are to cfcape the poifon of your 
{candals. And as if the venom of your 
own heart had not been fufficient to inftruck 
and irritate a revenge, you have called to. 
your help, your guards, counfellors, and. 
fuborners, of both fexcs, to lay all their 
heads together in a confederacy againft onc 
antient man: and now after the torturing 
of fo many men and women; free, and 
flaves, one with another, upon your ac- 
count, and after fuch a cloud of undeniable 
evidences, you have yet the confidence to 
out-face the truth, and to follow your cn- 
terprize upon the life of your father, with 
an attempt upon the authority of the very 
Jaw that punifhes fuch criminals; and this 

ou do in contradiétion to the equity of. 

arus, and to the univerfal meafures of na-. 
tural juftice. What is it that makes you 
difparage extorted tcftimonics, but becanfe 
you would dcrogate from the credit of 
thofe Proofs that lay open your wickednefé,, 
oe conduce to the prefervation of. your fa~ 
ther! 





ha ce Sir, 





ap. VIi. 





Nicolaus ad- 
sures Warus to 6¢ 


‘to juftice. 


Antipater, 
charg’d wit 


wizards. 


All R : A 4 
otis: aestatt that all honeit men liv’d ina kind of oppofi- 


him. 


: _ Nrcot aus had a glance too upon fome 
h foolith words, that had imprudently dropp’d 
dealing with from the mouth of Antipater’s mother; con- 


** Sr, (fays Nicolaus to Varus) by the ma- 
jay of the Roman empire, and by your own 

onour, Tadjure you that you vindicate the 
king from the indignities of his own fiefh 
and blood, and deliver up this monfter of an 
hypocrite to death; that under a pretext 
of reverence to his father, hunts after the 
blood of his brothers; and if he had nor 
been feafonably deteéted, his father’s turn 
fhould have been next, to make his own 
way to the. crown. You know very well, 
Sir, that parricide is no private crime, but 
a publick affront to the laws of life, and of 
our reafonable being; and fo abominable a 
pollution in the very thought, as well as in 
the.adt, that whoever fuffers it to pafs un- 
punifh’d, offers an indignity to human na- 
ture itfelf, in that violence, and to the com- 
mon mother of us all.’”” 
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cerning prognofticators, wizards, and facri- 
fices, that had been confulted about the life 
of the king, and the fucceflion of the crown: 
Reciting alfo the extravagant and beaftly de- 
bauches of wine and women that Antipater 
had been guilty of in Pheroras’sfamily. ‘There 
were feveral particulars produced. with proofs 
to every article; fome extorted, others vo- 
luntary ; fome again deliver’d upon recollec- 
tion, and others upon preffing, and occafional 
neceffities: And thefe were by fo much the 
more credible; for every thing came out now 
to Antipater’s condemnation, but they durft 
not fo much as mutter fo long as he was in fa- 
vour. In fhort, the people knew ill things by 
him, hated him, and told all. 
. His condition was every way miferable ; 
but the horror of his confcience was yet the 
. mott infupportable part of his calamity ; hav- 
ing the blood of his father (in the fight of God 
that knew his intention) together with the di- 
vifion, the confufion, and the treafon of the 
family to anfwer’ for. His kindnefs, or his 
hatred, was altogether fteer’d by his intereft ; 
and he never was cither.a friend, or an ene- 
my to any man, but for his own ends: And 
this narrow foul of his was fo well known, 


tion to him, asif ic had been impoflible to have 
an cfteem for Antipater and for virtue toge- 
ther: Infomuch that fo foon as ever they found 
him abandon’d by the government, and. cxpos’d 
for a mark, people brought in their informa- 
tions againft him in abundance, ftriving as it 
were to outdo one another therein, and with 
outcrics for juftice; nor did there, in all the 
difcoverics that were made, appear to be any 
falficy in any of the different crimes. charged 
upon him, fince there was not any.room, necd 
or pretence for fubornation in the cafe; there 
being no place for a court-flattery on the one 


hand, nor any danger, if they fhould: have fup- |. 


prefs'd the truth, on the.other: But Antipater, 
tor his vile practice, was ;cqndemn’d. by the 
univerfal confent of all men, as a,wrétch, whofe: 
death was not fo .neceffary upon the -fingle. 
{core of his father’s fafcty, as. for.the fake of 


mankind itfelf, in clearing the world of :fo a: 


bandon’da mifcreant...-And his accufatiori was: 
not grounded neither upon bare intértogato- 
ries, whether upon the ‘torture, or the ‘good: 
faith of the witneflés; but multitudes game 
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thronging in with articles againft him of their 
own accord, and made the matter fo clear, 
that with all his art and impudence, He had 
ead ood te reply. 
HEN Nicolaus had done fpeakine, Waru 
told Antipater, that if he had ae thine sata 
for himfelf, the court was ready to hear him: 
And that his father and himfelf fhould be the 
gladdeft men in the world to find him inno. 
cent. Antipater caft himfelf immediately 
down upon the ground, with this fhort prayer : 
in his mouth. “Lord, (fays he) thou who arc Antipater’s“ 
the fearcher of hearts, I moft earneftly be- hypocrily. 
feech thee to vindicate my innocence as to 
any thought of mifchief.to my father, by 
fome fignal token from heaven, that may 
, convince the worldof myintegrity.” ‘This 
1s the way of men harden’d'in impicty, firft to 
caft off the fear of God in their practices, and 
fo, .by degrees, they come to renounce or al= 
front him in their words; and yet when their 
wickednefs hath brought them into danger, 
they go on calling upon God ftill, and appeal... 
Ing to that. righteous judge, with certain for- 
mal pretences of refignation to his will and 
pleafure, Antipater, that had gotten a habit 
of this way of proceeding; and after he had 
led the life of an atheift, without any regard 
to a divine’ power or providence, caine in the 
conclufion to fall under the ftroke of a jut ven= 
gceance; and in that diftrefs, for want of hu- 
man aid,’ either by friends, or laws, ‘ he catt 
“« himfelf (he faid) upon the power and good- 
*C nefs of the Almighty, who had piclerv’d 
** him hitherto by a miracle, to take care of 
“© the lifeof his father.” Varus‘feeing that he 
could get no direct anfwer to any of his quef- 
tions, nor any thing burt invocations, and ap- 
peals toheaven, he found there would be no An experi- 
end of it that way, and‘fo call’d for the poi~ ment made ot 
fon to be brought out, and’ fome trial made the poiton. 
of the force of it. It was fetch’d prefently, 


sand given to a condemn’d man, who no foon- 


er took it but he dy’d. Upon thisexperiment 

the court rofe, and Varus went away the next 
day to Antioch, the’ place of his ufual abode 

in regard that the kings of Syria commonly 
made that their refidence. 

Herop and Varus having conferr’d upon 
the mattcr, Antipater was made a prifoncr ; oe 
the refolution not known; but moit people a 7 cage 
imagining that what the king did was with court breaks 
the advice of Varus. Soon after Antipater’s UP. 
commitment, Herod imform’d Cefar, both by 
exprefs meflengers, and by writing, with the - 
whole hiftory of his cafe and crimes. "There 
happen’d at the fame time to be fome lettcrs Letters in- 
intercepted from Antiphilus out of Egypt, to Roe 
Antipater, wherein were thefe words: I philus a hig 
“¢ have fent you here a letter of Acme’s, and fipttet, = 
ou know I run the risk of my life in the do- 

“ ing of it; if I fhould be laid at the mercy of 
‘two powerful families, and my deadly enc- 
‘mics. : Pray have a care that nothing mif- 
carry”? ; This was the fubftance of the let- 
ter; ‘but the king was at a lofs fill for the o- 
ther letter of Acme’s, and caus’d a trict {earch . 
and enquiry to be made after it; but there | 
wasnone fuch to be found; and the fervant of | 
Antiphilis, upon examination, abfolutely de- 
ny’d the*knowledge of any fuch letter. ‘When 
rhey. had been a good while at a lofs how to 
find it qut, one of the: king’s friends happen’d 
‘to {py.afeam in the lining‘of the fervant’s za 
wilde 
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ward coat; (for he had two on) and which 
fuggefted ro him a thought that perhaps _ the 
letter they look’d for might be in that fold: 
And his conjeéture prow’dtrue; for there they 
Aletter from found theletter; and this was the tenor of it, 
Acme. — 6 Achme to Antipater, Thave writcnto your 
oe ofa father, according to your direction; and J 
tore asa.’ & have put in acountertcit copy ofa letter, as 
lome tothe “ if it came trom Salome to the emprefs, my 
empref, en- © miitrefs. I make no doubt, but upon the 
clow'd in Ofe ce peading of it, Herod, without any more ado, 
eis “ will treat her as a traitrefs.”” ‘This letter 
that pretends to be from Salome, Was the pro- 
ject and invention ot Antipater, with Salome s 
name to it; but drefs’d up by Acme, who wrote 
to the king to this effect. ‘* Acme to king 
“ Herod. Out of the care and defire I have 
to ferye you, in acquainting you with any 
thing that may concern the faicty of your 
perfon, I have tranfcrib’d, and ient you a 
letter that I tound of Salome’s tomy mittrefs 
the emprefs, againit you ; desiring her leave 
tor the marrying of SyHeus. Pray let it be 
torn ro pieces, for the difcovery would be 
as much as my life is worth.” Now the 
letter of Acme to Antipater laid open the 
whole cheat, in fhewing that fhe did nothing 
bur by his order, writing to Herod and {end- 
ing a copy ot Salome’s countertcit-letter to 
her mittrefs, and a plot in the bottom of it. 
vatew: Acme was by nation a Jew, in the fervice of 
fer- Julia, the wite of Cefar, and brought over to 
Antipater’s intercit by a vait{um of money, to 
affitt him in his practices, both upon his aunt 
and his father. This difcovery expofed Anti- 
pacer for fo turbulent an incendiary, and fo 
pernicious and dangerous a wretch, to himfelt 
and his fitter (to fay nothing of his corrupting 
the honour and difcipline even ot Cefar’s root 
and family) thac Herod was within a very 
lictle of having him putto death wponthe very 
inttane; and Salome was not warsting ncither 
to provoke him to ir; breaking into extrava- 
gant outrages, as beating her breadts, and other 
trantick violences, and offering herfelf to a 
thoufund deaths, it they could but prove againft 
her fo much as the leait colour fer a fufpicion 
ot one difloyal thought. The king, upon this 
eccaficn, fence tor his fon, and bad him {peak 
the word irecly, if he had any thing to fay in 
his own defence. Antipatcr ftood aftonith’d, 
without one word {peaking ; and Herod, find- 
ing him in that contufion, put him to it once 
again, fince he could not excufe himfelf, to 
tc] him at leait who were his accomplices. He 
lait the whole blame upon Antiphilus, wich- 
- our naming any body clfe. Herod took this 
way of triting for fuch an indignity, that he 
had fome thoughts in his paflion to fend him 
away to Reme to take his trial before Cefar. 
Bur upon fecond thoughts, for fear he might 
be refcu’d upon the way, or acquitted when 
he came thither, he kept him in prifon as be- 
fore: but fent his embafladors however with a 
Herod tenis ftate of the cafe; inftruétions and copies of the 
a Gite of letters given in evidence; and in particular, 
cztccoRome with aa account of Acme’s being a party in 
the plet. 
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CHAP. VII. 


Herod falls fick, and makes his will, A fedia 

tion, and the occafion of it. Fudas and Mat- 

thias, two eminent Fews. Herod given over. 

Fudas and Matthias againfi the golden eagle. 

News that Herod is dead. The gelden eagle 

thrown down. Fudas and Matthias taken pri- 

foners. Lhey juptify themfelves. The king fends 

them bound to Fericho. Matthias the high 

pricft depos'd, and Fozar put in bis place. Lhe 

mutinecrs burnt alive. Herod’s fickuefs, a judg- 

ment. Herod fends for Salome and Alexas. A 

horrible order of Herod’s for a farewel. 
X 7 HILE the embafladors were now with 

their letters and mandates upon the 

way toward Rome, Herod fell into a fit of Herod falls 
ficknefs ; made his will; and being highly fick, and 
exafperated againtt Archelaus and Philip by the ee his 
calumnics of Antipater, he declared his young- “!" 
eft fon his fucceffor, He gave in legacies, a 
choufand * talents to Cefar; to his wife Julia, 
his children, friends and freemen, five + hun- 
dred talents more. ‘The reft of his money, with 
his lands and revenucs, he gave to his own 
fons and grandchildren: and for his fifter Sa- 
lome, He bequeathed her a very confiderable 
tortunc, in acknowledgment of the fteddinefs 
of her affection to him. He was now in the 
teventieth ycar of his age; and, his illnefs in- 
crealing upon him, paft all hope of recovery: 
cholerick, and furious as a madman, and fo 
mifchievoufly crofs-grain’d, that there was no 
pofhbility of pleafing him. ‘The thing that 
troubled him was the haughtinefs of his fto- 
mach, upon a fancy that he was fallen into the 
contempt and hatred of the people, even to 
the degree of their taking pleafure in his mifce- 
ry: belide that he was further confirm’d in 
this opinion by a commotion that foon after A fedition, 
follow’d upon it, at the inftance and inftiga- and the occa: 
tion of fome popular men that headed the {edi- fion of it 
tion. ‘The thing was this: 

THERE were two men that had a mighty 
reputation among the Jews, both for the emi= 
nency of their learning in general, and like- 
wife for their particular skill and excellence in 
the law. And they had yet further endeared 
themfelves to the people by the exceeding care 
and pains they took in the training up of their 
children to the knowledge and pra¢tice of their 
duty and profeffion, which they made effec- 
tually the main bufinefs of their lives: their Judas and 
names were Judas the fon of Saripheus, and Matthias two 
Matthias the fon of Margalothus. No fooner eminent Jews. 
was it come to the ears of thefe two famous 
men, that the king was given over, but they Herod given 
put it prefently in the heads of the young men over. 
to fet upon a reformation, ‘arid to deftroy all 
thofe new works and ftructures that the king 
had erected contrary to the laws of their 
country 5 giving them all affurance that if The people 
they fhew’d themfelves champions for the encourag’dto 


truth, they fhould not fail of their reward. dcfroy sno 
They bad them further confider, that all the gaint law. 


broils and faétions of the king’s family, and 


‘the defperate condition of the king’s ficknefs, 





* A the-.Grd talents weighed one hundred fourteen thoufand fixty two pounds fix ounces, and their value in 


filver amounted to three hundred oy 
to five millions four hundred {event 
7 Five hundred talents weighed fifty 


two thoufand one hundred eighty feven pounds ten fhillings, and in gold 
ve thoufand pounds of our money. 
feven thoufand thirty one pounds three ounces, and their value in filver 


amounted to one hundred feventy one thoufand ninety three pounds fiftecn fhillings, and in gold to two millions 
feyen hundred thirty {even thoufand five hundred pounds Englifh-money.. : 


were 
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Chap. VIII. Ln 


were only divine judgments upon him for his 
Judas and innovations; which Judas and Matthias zca~ 
Marthias in~  Joufly infifted on. .Among other inftances of 
a fuperititious magnificence, there was a dedi- 
cation of a golden cagle ier up over the portal 
of the temple, of a prodigious weight and va- 
lue. Now this being a flat contradiction to 
our laws, that abfolucely forbid the nfe and 
ornament of images in fuch cates, thete doc- 
tors fet their difciples at work to pluck down 
and prefs the the eagle. “* Ic would be an enterprize of ha- 
deflroying of “© zard, (they told them) but withal, that a 
it. ‘¢ glorious death was much more cligible than 
“ alife cf pleafure, and that their biood coula 
“© not be better fpent than in che vindication 
“ of che laws and rites of their country, which 
“ would alfo make their names immortal : 
“© whereas otherwife the brave and the mean 
“© would lie undiftinguifhed in the fame com- 
“© mon fate; wherefore all men of honour and 
“¢ virtue fhould do well, (they faid) to im- 
“€ prove the irreverfible necefficy of death, by 
“¢ a right choice of the mott glorious occafion 
“ for irs and fo to quit the troublefome world 
‘© with comfort. It takes away the fting and 
“¢ the cerror of mortality icfelf both at once, 
“¢ to dic in the confcience of an honeft action 
“© and of a good life; and to tranfmic both the 
“¢ fame and che reward of it to thofe that fhall 

** come after you.” 
‘Jusr upon the finifhing of this haranguc, 
Afer this. me a rumour that the king.was dead; fo 
comes news that betwixt the difcourfe and the report, the 
thatthe king people were fo inflam’d to be upon action, that 
isdead, they mounted the portal at noon-day; tore 
down the cagle, and hack’d itto pieces with 
their axes, in the fight of a vaft multitude of 
{peétacors in the temple. The king’s comman- 
der in chicf immediately upon the news of this 
uproar, haften’d away to the tumulc with a 
ftrong body of troops, to prevent further mif- 
chict; fufpecting the matter, in truth, to be 
much more contiderable than he found it. For 
coming to the place, there was no enemy to 
A party of be feen, bur 2 rude undifciplin’d rabble, with- 
horfe {catters out cither order or arms, which was eafily 
them: only broken and featter’d upon the firft charge, on- 


yeigh agamll 
the golden 
eagle, &cc. 


The people 
throw down 
the eagle. 


Vos ly abour forty of them, with their leaders 
with about Judas and Matthias, ftood their ground, upon 


4omore,ftand a point of honour not to turn their backs. 
gh ground, Thefe were all raken and carry’d prifoners to 
ry'd prifoners the king ; who put it to them how they durft 
totheking. prefume to lay violent hands upon that facred 
figure. heir anfwer was, ‘¢ ‘That they had 
““thought of it along time, and coming at laft 
“‘ to a refolution, they did as became men of 
“ honefty and courage, in the putting of it in 
“ execution; and that what they had now 
“ done was only in vindication of the honour 
of God, and of’ the precepts of their great 
matter, whofe difciples they profefs them- 
felves to be; befeeching Herod not to make 
“ir a matter of wonder, if they prefer’d the 
“¢ Jaws that they had received from Mofes, 
*¢ and he from God himfelf, before any other 
“ decrees whatfoever. They did not fuffer 
“ (they faid) for evil doing, but for confci- 
“ ence and duty; and that they were ready 
“ to deliver up their bodies in this caufe, ei- 
“ ther to death, or to punifhment.” It was 
clear that their tongues and their hearts went 
together in all that they faid and did; and 
they were now ready to fuffer with the fame 
conftancy they aéted with before. The king, 


They are 
chare’d with 
infolence,and ¢¢ 
\uhfy whar «c 
they“ have “ 
coe, 
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after this, fent them bound to Jericho, where The king 
he call’d a great council of the Jews, and was 
‘himielf (being fick and weakly) carry’d in his 


chair into the aflembly; where “ he 


ee 
¢ 


a 


gave them 
to underftand what unwcary’d pains and Ia- 
bours Ihe had undergone tor the fervice of 
the commonwealth ; his rebuilding cheir 
temple at am immenfe charge : a work that 
the whole race of the Afmoncan family had 
not been able to compats in a hundred and 
twenty-five years: ferting forth alfo that 
he had not only re-edify’d the fabrick, but 
beaucity*d, endow’d and enrich’d it with 
ornaments, preients and donatives, worthy 
of fo magnincent an undertaking. And now 
(fays he) in the conclufion, when J thought 
myiclf fare of furviving my own funcrals in 


‘ the tame of a happy memory, and an eyer- 
’ lafting glory tor the good offices I have 


done, here am I treated with contempt 
whilit living, and paid with indignitics ior 
all my benefits and reipetts; aftronted in 
the face of the fun and of the people; my 
gilts and oblations torn.{rom the very tem= 
ple, and an act of. malice improvw’d into a 
facrilege 5 for the injury is to God, nor to 
me.” 

Tue leading men of the council not know= 


ing how far Hcrod’s cruelty might tranfport 
him, thought it their fateft courfe to purge 
themfelves by way of prevention; which thcy 
did, “ by declaring, not only their innocency 
** of the faét, but their opinion alfo, that the 


ce 


rioters deferv’d to be fevercly punith’d for ic.” 


Thele words f{weeten’d him toward all the 


rett. 
Matthias, upon a prefumption that he was n 
itranger to the contrivance, and gave it to Jo- 


zar his brother-in-law. It fo happen’d that 
while Matthias was in the exercife of his func- 
tion, and upon the eve to a fafting-day, he 
dreamt that he lay with his wife 3 by which 
accident he became unqualify’d for the next 
day’s fervices, fo that Jofeph, the fon of Elle- 
mus his near kinfman, was fubiticuted for that 


day to fupply his place. 
prived Matthias of the pontificate, he 


Atter Herod had de- 
gave 


fends then, 
bound to Je- 


richo; enters 


the council 
in his chair, 
and renfons 
the murrec 
with them. 


He took away the high-pricfthood from He depofes 

o Matthias, and 
puts Jozar in 
his place. 


order for the burning of the other, Matthias, The muti- 
the ring-leader of the fedition, and all his com- neers burnz 
panions with him alive. ‘The moon, as it fell @live- 

out, was thar night in an eclipfe. 


Tue king grew every day worfe and worfe, 


and his difeafe look’d like a judicial punifh+ Herod’s fick- 


ment for his wickednefs. 


with a faint inward fever, that almoft burnt his 
heart out, and yet fcarce fenfible to the touch. 
He was tormented with an infatiable dog-ap- 
petite; ulcers and cholicksin his guts; phleg- 
matick tamors in his feet and groin; his privy 
parts putrifying and crawling with worms; a 
noifome and painful tentigo ; afthma’s, cramps 
and contractions of the nerves: all men, in 
fhort, of rcligion, philofophy, or obfervation, 
were agreed upon it, thar the hand. of God 
was evidently upon Herod in this vifitation. 
Bur ftill in the hopelefs extremity of this his 
intolerable as well as incurable mifery, he 
himfelf was the only man that did not defpair, 
but continu’d laying out every where for phy- 


ficians and remedies. 


He went over the river 


Jordan himfelf, to the hot baths at Callirrhoe, 
that empty themfelves into the lake of Afphal- 


titis. 
tue, are no unpleafant drink. Upon his com- 


Thefe waters, befide their mincral vir- 


Ing 


He’ was parch’d up n¢& judicial. 
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ingehither, his phyficians order’d him to _be 
fet up co the thoulders in a veflel of oil, which 
put him into fuch a fit of tainting, that his 
dometticks giving him for dead, broke out in- 
to lamentations and outcrics, that brought him 
to himfelf again. By this time he tound all 
his flattering hopes ot lite to be vain and idle; 
and therefore appointed a donative of fitty * 
drachma’s a man to be dittribuced among the 
foldiers ; large tums among his triends and 
officers, and io he rerurn’d to Jericho ; where 
the evil humour fo far prevail’d upon him, 
that he took upa final refolution tor a tarc- 
wel; onc of the horrideft perhaps that ever 
enter'd into the heart of a man to imagine. He 
jent our a fummons to all the eminent Jews 
of the country to repair immediately to him 
at Jeriche, and not to tail, on pain of death. 
Upon their appearance, according to the pro- 
clamation, chey were all fhut up in the Circus, 
er Tilt-vard, one with another, whether guil- 
tv, or isnocent. He fent in the next place 
tor his iitter Salome, and Alexas, her husband, 
and fpoke to them to this tollowing ctlcct. 
My time (fays he) is drawing on: I am 
** opprefs’d with pains; and fcth and blood 
“ siutt vield to fate, which is no more than 
* the common Ict of mankind. Ic would be 
‘* troublefome, I mutt confefs, to think of 
* wanting any of the funcral honours that 
“ belong to crowned heads. I know very 
“ well what fort of treatment I am to expect 
‘© from the Jews. They hated me in my litc- 
“time, and they’ be glad to fee me dead. 
“ Bur it lics in the power of you two (fays 
“ he) co give me fome cafe yet, even at my 
‘© Tait gafp; and it is no more than what you 
“& owe me tee. Do but tollow my countel, 
“ and I dare yet promite myfelf thg moft ho- 
“ nourable tuneral-folemnity that .cver any 
£ prince Had under the fun; the moit to the 
“joy ot my foul; and for a conclulion, an 
« ‘univerfal mourning, without one fingle tcar 
* of hypocrity or aficctation. Wherefore, fo 
foon as ever the breath is out of my body, 
‘ Jee the Circus be furrounded with foldiers, 
‘ and che werd of command given to deitroy 


tite 


Jd 
every man within the enclofure : but nota 
tvilable of my death, till the work be done. 
“ Ty the due execution of this order you will 

lav a dcuble obligation upon me; one in 
« the performance of my will; the other in 
“ the celebration of my death, with the ho- 
* nour of a publick mourning.”” He accom- 
pany’d thefe words with tears and lamentati- 
ons, adjuring his relations by all that was fa- 
cred in human faith, confanguinity and triend- 
fhip, to be true to him in the punctual dif- 
charge of all he had committed to their truft 5 
which they promis’d to make good to him in 
every particular. 

Some or cther will pretend perhaps in the 
hiftory of this bloody monfter’s barbarities, 
to his neareft relations in time paft, that there 
might be dangcrous jealoufies and competiti- 
ons perchance; and confequently a kind of 
neceifity upon him to be crucl in his own de- 
fence. But in this aft a¢tion of his, he has 
‘laid himfelf open, even in his pure naturals, 
for the verieft brute that ever wore the fhape 
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of a reafonable creature. When he could live 
no longer himfelf, he bequcathed deftruction 
to thoic he lett behind him, and took care to 
make the whole nation mourners for him, by 
the order he left tor the deftroying of one at 
leat out of every family. And all this too, 
without any injury, provocation, exception, er 
fo muchas any reafon given for the doing ot it: 
whereas among people that have but the leatt 
{park of humanity or religion, death puts an 
end to all controverties, and reconciles cvgn 
the greateft enemies. 








CHAP. IX, 


Acne put to death. Antipates left to Herod's 
diferetion. dchiab prevents Herod’s kélling 
bimfelf. Aatipater gives the king for dead 5 
and treats with the keeper about his efcape. 
Lhe kecper tells the king of it, and the king 
orders bine to be put to death, 


‘7 FILE Herod was giving his lat or- Aucuftus 
ders to his kindred, his cmbaffadors writes Herod 

brought him an antwer from Cefar co the let- werd that 
ters they carry’d to Rome. The fubftance of Ams is ptt 
ic was bricfly this; ‘+ tchac Auguttus had put Nation 
¢© Acme to death tor a currpondence With left to He- 
“ Antipater 5 and that he lelt Ancipater him- rod’s difcre- 
« felf to the king his father, cither to be pur "°* 
to death or banifh’d, according to his dif: 
erection.” This news gave Hcrod fome fa- 
tistaction and refpect, to find himfelf both 
reveng’d upon Acme, and at liberty to do 
with his fon what he pleas’d: but he rclaps’d 
quickly again into his pains; and in an out- 
ragious fit of greedinefs and hunger, he call’d 
for a knife and an apple, it being ufual with Herod calls 
him to pare his own apples, and fo cat them fer knife 
little by little. He was obferv’d to look “4s spple 
fulpicioufly about him, as if he had fome 
thought of ftabbing himfelf; but his ncphew Achiab 
Achiab kept his eye upon him, and in the ve- watches him, 
ry inftant of the attempt catch’d hold of his and prevents 
uncle’s right-hand with an outcry, and pre- pi ee 
vented it. This noife put the courte now a The auleey 
fecond time into an uproar, all people taking puts the 
it for granted that the king was juft then cx- courtinaa 
piring. Antipater took all for granted ; and |PrCh™ 
making no doubt at all but his father was recta: 
dead, he made as little alfo of procuring his ine for 
liberty, upon this occafion, and by that means, dead, and 
clearing his way to the throne. In this con- ("4° ve 
fidence, he treated with his keeper about his euch 
difcharge; with large offers and_promifes, efcape. 
both of rewards at prefent and of future pre- The keeper 
ferments, when he fhould come to the crown; fells the Mnly 
bue the keeper was fo far from complying es 
with his propofals, that he went and difco- 
ver’d the whole practice to the king, who 
hated him fufficiently before; but this ftory 
of the keeper’s put him into fo extravagant a 
paffion, that he ftarted up, tho’ in the very 
agonies of death, and lafhing out into violent 
outrages upon himfelf, both in actions and 
exclamations, he commanded onc of his guards phe Kiagor 
in that very moment to go and kill him, and ders hiin im 
order’d his body to be buried privately in the mediately 


caftle of Hyrcania. be put.to » 
death. 


te 
* An Hebrew drachma (as we've before obferv’d) was of the fame weight with the Grecian and the Roman, and 
weighed two pennyweights, fix grains, three fourths, and its value in filver amounted to fixpence three farthings 


‘and three cighths, fifty therefore muft amount to about one pound nine fhillings of our moncy. 
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. Promifes of the fame fidelity:.to, the, new 

king, that they had paid to this predeceffor. 
HE next work was to, provide for the-fy- The order 

neral-folemnity, and this was the province of no Tek oF 

Archelans, to fee that nothing fhould be want- nerf. 

ing to the pomp and fplendor of it; he him- 

felf refolving in perfon to bear a part in the 

ceremony. ‘Ihe body was born upon a gol. 

den litter; {parkling with variety of precious 

ftones, * cover’d with purple, a diadem upon 

his head; and_ over that,-a golden crown, 

with a fcepter in his tight-hand ; his fons and 

telations marching by his fide. After thefe, 

follow’d the foldiers in their diftinétions and 

divifions ; firft the guards, then the Thraci- 

ans 5 after them, the Germans ; and next, the 

Galatians :-all of them arm’d and appointed 

as for a battle. After thefe, follow’d the reft 

of the army under their re{pective officers, 

with five hundred of the court-domceficks in 

the rear, with aromaticks and perfumes. They 

march’d in this order as fur as Herodium, 

eight - furlongs from Jericho, where the bo- 

dy was bury’d, according to a former ap- 

Polntment ; and this was the end of Herod. 




































CHAP. X. 


Flerod alters his will, and declares Archelaus bis 
Succefor. Herod’s charaéter. His death kept 
Secret. The noblemen difcharg’d in the Circus. 
Lhe king’s death publife’d. Archelaus fets tp. 
Flerod’s funeral. " Archelaus waits Sor the va- 
tifying of Hlerod’s ad. 


eae Hy OD, upon change of mind, chang- 
declares Ar- ed his will too, and made Antipas, 
chelaus his whom he had defign’d in his former tefta- 
fuccellor. mene for facceflor to the government, Tetrarch 
of Galilee and Perea ; but gave the king- 

dom to Archelaus: the provinces of Tra- 
. chon and Gaulon, Batanea and Panias, to 
his fon Philip, the brother-in-law of Ar- 
chelaus, under the title of a Tetrarchy. 
Jamnia, Azotus, and Phafaelis, he gave 

to’ his fifter Salome, with fifty thoufand 

Pieces of minted moncy, not forgetting his 

other relations alfo, cither in land or cath. 

He left Cefar, befide gold and filver plate 

and rich furniture of all forts, ten millions of 

piecs in ready coin; and to the emprefs Julia, 

with her friends, five millions more of the 

fame. Matters being thus fettled, Herod de- 

parted this life five days after the death of 

Antipater, four and thirty years after the 

expulfion of Antigonus, and in the thirty fe- 

venth year from his being declar’d king of 

Hered’s cha- the Jews by the Romans. “He was a man in- 
racter. exorably cruel; a flave to his paffions ; his 
will was his law, and yet no man in the ge- 
ncral more fortunate than himfelf He mount- 
ed the throne from the condition of a private 
man; fell into many difficulties, but fur- 
mounted them all, and liv’d at laft to a great 
age. As to his domeftick broils with his 
children and family, how unhappy foever he 
might be in my opinion, he was yet fortunate 
in his own; for he ftill got the better of his 





See ae eS eae ae eT ee 


Wuen Archelaus had celebrated the. faunc- 
tals of his father, for the fpace of feven days, 
according to the cuftom of the country, the 
@ppointed time of mourning being now at an 
end, he treated the multitude, and fe went up 
to the temple; where’ he plac’d himfelf upon-2 
golden throne to receive the gratulatory pray- 
ers and acclamations of the people ; which 
were an{wer’d on his -part, with great affabi- 
lity and refpeét 3 taking it very kindly, after 
the hard ufage they had met with from his 
father, to find them fo well inclin’d towards 
himfelf, and affaring them withal, that their 
good-will fhould never be forgotten. * He 
“* did not pretend (he faid) as yet, to affume se 
** the namic of a king, haying no right fo to aang He. 
** do, without the aflent and authority of Cee rod's sé by 
; far, in the ratifying of his father’s tefta- Cefar, 


enemies, ;, Ment; and that was it: made him decline 
Herod’s Hexop being now dead, Salome and Alex. | “ the acceptance of the dignity when it was 
death kept gg kept it for the prefent as the greateft fecret | ** prefs’d upon him by the army at Jericho, 
beg in the world, and went direétly to the nobi- |“ for Want of being lawfully vefted'in the 


* poffeffion thereof. ~ But, (fayshc) whenever 
“ I thall come to be fettled in this command, 
* it fhall be my care to do all things to your 
** advantage and fatisfaction, and to make my 
** reign much eafier to you than ever you 
** found my father’s.” © The people were 
mightily pleas’d wich the modefty of their 
new prince’s behaviour and difcourfe, depend- 
ing (as is ufual in fuch cafes) upon the good 
faith of every thing: he faid: infomuch that 
they put his good nature prefently to the trial 
by asking him boons; fome one thing, fome 


oe lity that were fhut up in the Circus, telling 
chargethe them in the king’s name, that they might go 
People inthe home, and follow their own bufinefs, for there 
Toee eg was no further occafion for them. _ This con- 
heking’s trivance laid upon the Jews the highetft obli- 
deathpub- gation imaginable. It was now a proper time 
hi: . to make publication to the king’s death; and 
ino the foldiery being fummon’d to meet at the 
Jericho ; and amphitheatre at Jericho, Herod’s letters to 
theking’s the army were there read; full of gracious 
pitta as acknowledgments of their paft faith and fer- 
Archelaus. Vices, and defiring them to continue the fame i 
the king’s dutiful affeGtion to his fon Archelaus for the | another: fome to _be eas’'d of their taxes ; 
fonand fuc. future, whom he had now declared his fuc- | others to have their friends and companions 
The 7 ub. ceflor. Ptolemy, the kecper of the king?s feal, | fer at liberty ; there being a great many of 
ment tae read after this the teftament itfelf, with this | them that Herod had taken up, and kept a 
with a pro- Conditional claufe in it exprefs, that “ the aét | long time in prifon. Some again. were won 
vifo, “* itfelf, was to be reputed to be of no force , derfully importunate and clamorous againft du- 
“ without the confent of Cefar.” This was ties and impofitions, that were laid upon mar- 

follow’d with acclamations of God fave king | ket-ftuff and other Provifions. Archelaus, in 
Archelaus, and wifhes of a happy reign to | fine, found it for his intereft and convenience 


him, both from officers and foldiers, with |to deny them nothing, for fear of exafperat- 





« * See Cotelerius’s notes to the fecond volume of Monumenta Ecclef. Gr. p. 519. ; 
tT Among the antients eight furlongs made one of their miles, which, according to the tranflators of Calmet, ex- 


ceeded one of our miles twelve geometrical paces. 
be fe og ing 
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FLAVIUS JOSEPHUS of 


Boox XVI. 





A defign to 
embrotl the 
government. 


Satt faction 


ing the multitude ; fo that when the facrifice 
was over, he took his tricnds to dinner with 


him to make merry. 





CHAP. XI. 

A defign to embroil the government, Se. A i 
ty of factions Fews crowd into the te mple. Ar 
chehius fends a party to qittet thent, and they are 
almoft all deftroy'd. Archelaus afterward gives 
then a great defeat. Arckelaus goes to Rome, 
and Pkilip adminiflers in bis abjence. He meets 
Satinus at Cefarca in bis wayto Fudea. Varus 

Aops his journey, being engaged on the fame 
errand, €3c. Archelaus gocs for Rome, and 
Farus for daticch. Sabinus goes to Ferufalem, 
and demands Herod's books and keys, but the 
cficers keep theme for Ceofar. Antipas goes for 
Rome, and fets up for binifelf with a ftrong 
party. Sabinus rus in an information againft 
Arckelaus. Arckelaus prefents Augufius with 
his defence. Cefar conipares it with the charge, 
and calls a councit, ee Caius i fou of fin 
rippa fits prefident, and gives them a heare 
ares ye pater appews, and Nicolaus 
aArchelaus cafts bimfelf at 


ing, EPe. 


manaces the cattfes 
a Ot 
Cefar’s fect. 


** live amicably and peaceably one with an- 
“other, without incurring the danger of a {e- 
“ dition.” This difcourfe was cncounter’d 
With fo impetuous an outcry and oppolition, 
that one fober word among them was as much 
as a man’s life was worth, ‘¢ They had the 
** law in their own hands, (they thought) and 
“ nothing lefs would ferve them, than a re- 
** venge, now Herod wasdead, for the friends 
‘he deftroy’d of theirs while he was living ; 
'*© which they reckon’d hard to be deny’d 
j“ them.” In this cagernefs of patlion, they 
| confulted no other meatures of right or wrong 
than the impulfes of theirown humour and in- 
tereit, and fo intent all this while upon the 
ruin of other people, that they negleéted the 
‘mott neceilary means of their own fafety. In 
.the mean time, there was no want of feafon- 
able applications to them, as well trom the 
king himfelf, as from others; but thefe gentle 
ways made themonly more infolent and outra- 
gcous: Infomuch, that they wanted nothing 
Dut numbers, to improve this tumult into a 
direct rebellion. 

Tue feattofunleavencd bread, or the paf- 
over, being now at hand, the celebrated mc- 
morial of the Hraclites being deliver’d out of 

Egypt; vaft numbers of people coming up to 
j Jerufalem, aswell trom abroad as at home, to 
worfhip and offer facrifices upon that occafion : 


n 


A tumulr lite 
tle fhort of 
rebellion. 


HERE was atthis time a dangerous| A feditious party of men crowded into the A partyof 


faction of male-contented Jews, laying 
their heads together in conyenticles and ca- 
bals, how to embroil the government. he 
fitteft matter they could find to work upon, 
was the cafe of Matthias and his companions, 
that Herod had put him to death tor the afore- 
faid riot upon the golden cagle. During the 
life of the king, they did not dare to make a- 
ny publick attempt, either in the honour or in 
the vindication of thefe reformers; but now he 
was dead, all mouths were open againft him in 
clamours and invectives, to the difgrace of his 
memory: Infomuch, that they gather’d toge- 


demanded of cher in tumultuary meetings, to demand juf- 


Acchelaustor 


Herod's mit= 
demeanours, 


tice and fatisfaétion trom Archelaus, upon 
thofe triends of Herod, that were inftrumental 
in the execution; as if that vengeance upon 
the living would have been fome comtort to 
the dead. They infifted particularly upon the 
removal of the high-pricit that Herod had pro- 
moted, andthe putting of fome worthy man in 
his place. ‘This peremptory way of importu- 
nity was provoking enough; but * Arc claus 
however (who was now hattening away to Ce- 
far, both tor authority and orders) did what 
he could by fair means to fet things right tor 


the prefenct; and co chis end he difpatch’d a- | 


way one of his prime officesto try what might 
be done upon terms of reafon and modera- 


temple, and there made a ftand, with a refo- 
lution not to ftir out, though they were forced 
to beg their bread to keep themfelves trom 
ftarving: Their bufinefs there being to condole 
with the people for the lofs of their two doc- 
tors, Judas and Matthias; and to irritate the 
rabble toarevenge. No body knew how far 
| this riotmight go: So that Archelaus, for fear 
of the worft, fent an officer with a party of 
-foldiersto fupprefs it in time, before the whole 
body of the multitude had taken the infection ; 
and with orders alfo to feize the ring-lcaders of” 
the tumult, and to bring them beiore him to 
. Make them exemplary, in cafe of any obftinate 
relittance. The guards no fooncr appcar’d, 
‘ but the mutincers ran down the foldiers with 
fuch a torrent of rage and clamour, that the 
Whole multicude falling upon them with ftoncs 
and othcr weapons, deitroy’d them all, fave 
only the officer himfelf, who with fome few 
wounded men efcap’d. After this aétion, 
they wene on with their facrifices. ‘The con- 
teit was now brought to fuch a height, that 
Archelaus mutt cither crufh that rabble, or 
tallhimtelt:So that he fent out his whole army 
to encounter them, with ordcrs to his horfe, 
ty put all co che {word that fhould endeavour 
to make their efcapes; and to keep all fuc- 
‘cours out trom them. ‘Phis body of horfe cut 


tion, 6 Phis was nota time (he told them)! off three thoufand of their men in’ the action, 


ae 
“C fuffer’d (he fatd) hada Tawtal trials and 
“their interpofing after that manner was the 
ae 
“ dowithal hey should do well to confider 
that Archelaus was pull now upon his expe- 
dition to Rome, and that upon his commny: 
back with his commiffion racity’d, all chete 


difbculties would be provided tor co their 


t 
af 
“ee 
ae 
uc 


wlurpation of a power they had nothing to | 





tor violence and revenge. “Phe men that | and the rett ded tothe neighbouring: mountains 


| tor fheltcr. So foon as this brunt was over, 
| proclamation Was made tor every man to re- 
turn to his own home; and after all their 
_Awagycering, tho’ they were men of the moft 
infulenut and audacious {pirits, they were plad 
ro get off upon thefe rcrms, and to leave the 
dellival, for tear of a worfe mifchict. 
Ancuetaus put himself! now upon his jour- 


9 SP oa St ee ceeete annem 





* Sec Cortehas note. upon the fecond yolume of his Monumenta Kedet. Gr. p: 614. 


Yrolemy, 


factious Jews 
crowd inte 
the temple. 
They irritate 
the people to 
a revenge for 
Judas and 
Matthias. 


Archelaus 
fends a party 
to quict the 
multitude, 


The peopl: 
deftroy them 
all bur che 

communder: 


Archelaus, 
with his ar: 
my, cuts oll 
three thou 
find, and 
featters the 
refl. 


Archelians 


. * . . . Mi gt 
content» Only in the mean ume, let them ney tv Rome ; taking: his mother, Nicolaus, gocstolton 
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Prolemy, and feveral other of his friends along | letters alfo of Warus and Sabinus: what mo- Cefar com- 
philip admi- wich him; leaving the care of his lome aua| ney Herod had left behind him ; and the years Pares it with 


niters it his and family to his brother Philip. Salome and} ly revenue of the government, and what A- =a charge; 
wae Calls a coun- 
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| 
i 


pee woe Tague re Era FY 


prothet’s 29- hey family went alfo, and were accompany’d, tipas himfelf had fuggefted in hi 3 é ’ 

Ges: by divers others of his kindred, under a co-| he call’d a council oe his fens ei ae ag 
lour of joining interefts to affift Archclaus in) upon the whole, and fo gave audience to the tor4 hearing. 
his pretence tothe fucceffion, But in truth,! competitors: Caius the fon of Agrippa by hia: 

galome an rather to obftruct, than.to farther it; forthey | daughter Julia, whom he had adopted fixcin 

caemy to Ar- were refolv’d beforchand, to exhibit an accu-| prefident. Antipater the fon of Salome heer 

chelaus. fation againit him for the bufinefs of the tem-| up firft: (an cxccllent fpeaker, and a bitter 


Here a ple: But however, away they went, he .and 
bins nis Dis company together, meeting Sabinus, 
way to Ju- Cefar’s procurator of Syria, at Celarea 5 poft- 
dea. ing in all hafte toward Judea to take care of 

Herod’s money: But Varus, very opportune- ; “ 


eC 
Yarns ftops 
Ree eaceuia ly coming in the way,: put off his yourncy.;_ be~ | ¢ 
wnthetime ing himfelf, upon the invitation of Archelaus | “ 
errand, by Prolemy on the fame crrand: So that out of | “ 

a refpeét to Varus, he ncither.meddled with | 
any of the forts in Judea, nor feal’d up their 
treafure; but left all things in the power and 
pofleflion of Archclaus, till Cefar fhould de-j “ 
clare himfelf upon the matter. ‘This he pro- 
mifed, and fo continn’d in Cefarea. But foon 
after, upon the cmbarking of Archelaus for 
Rome, and the departure of Varus for Anti- 
och, Sabinus advanced dircétly for Jcrufalem ; 
took up his habitation in the palace ; fent for 
the king’s officers, military and civil, demand- 
ing their books and their keys: But they were 


Archiclius 
goes for 
ome, 


Sabinus goes 


Pl ae: ty’d up, they faid, by the orders of Arche-|‘ 
mands He- laus, to keep ull things till his return, in the | ° 


yo’s books fame ftate they received them, for the ufe and 
adkeys. — fervice of Cefar. 

Ar the fame time, Antipas, one of the fons 
of Herod, took a voyage to Rome, in hope of 
getting the kingdom to himfelf. Salome did 
qer part to put him upon it, under the colour 
of aprior right to the fucceffion by an_antece- 
cedent will; ‘and fuggefting that the firft will | 
ought to ftand. He took with him his mother, 
and Prolemy, the brother of Nicolaus; a par- 
ticular friend of Herod’s, of a long ftanding, 
and cver well effected to his party. But the 
man above all the reft that fix’d him at laft in 
his ambitious undertaking, and had the.great- 
eft ftroke with him, was Ircncus; a man of 
a notable fmooth tonguc,: and one that had 
becn much, and long in the king’s bufinefs. 
He was advifed by others to confider the fe- 
nioriry of Archelaus, asclder brother, and the 
pretence he had to the fucceffion by the will 
of his dead father; but the credit of Ireneus,and 
the incentive of his own ambition, carry’d it 
from all other confiderations. 'To Rome, in 
fine, he went; and upon his arrival there, his 
kindred came all over to him; not fo.much 
out of any- kindnefs to himfelf, as an averfion 
they had to Archclaus; thcir heads being al-}' 
together fet upon liberty and a Roman gover- 
nour: Or they tancy’d however, in cafe of the | 
‘worft, thac Antipas would be the cafier, to| 
them of the two; and for thefe reafons they 
employ’d their intercft that way. ie 
Schinue ee Sasinus had now fent an information to 
hibitsan in- Cefar againft Archelaus; and Archelaus, by 
formation a~- the hand of Prolemy, prefented.Auguftus with: 
ee a memorial of what he had to offer in his own |/ 

oy NO eos 4 ° fee 
prefents Ay. defenfe, containing the ‘ground of his claim 
guftusa bre- arecital of his father’s will; an. account of 
Hi ofhis what monies he left; together with the ring 
See that feal’d them up: remitting himfelf upon 

the whole to Cefar’s good pleafure. When/‘ 
Cefar had perufed thefe writings, with the)‘ 


Antipas goes 
to Rome, and 
fersup for 
himfelf. 

He takes his 
mother ancl 
Prolemy to 
hisadiittance. 


an 
aa 






n 
“ 


enemy to Archelaus 
terms to this effect. 


» delivering himfelf in 


“¢ Ir fcems a ftrange thing to me, ({ays An- Antipater 


tipater) that Archelaus fhould be fo childith 2gaintt Ar- 


as to pretend title to a kingdom, after fo S*#4* 


abfolute an cxercife of fovereign power over 
it already, and not fo much as troubling his 
head either for Cefar’s ratification or afient. 
I {peak of his. late maflacre of fo many Jews 
upon one of their folemn feftivals : or fup- 
pofing the punifhment itfelf never fo reafon- 
able, that which would have been an aét of 


juftice ina lawful prince, was.yet a murder 
i he aéted as a king with= Ufurpation 
out the emperor’s approbation, it was an af= charged upon 


in an ufurper. 


front to Cefar: if he pretended: to exercife 


a€ts of authority in the capacity of a private 
man, it was yet worfe. So that he could 
not reafonably cxpeét the benefit of a deri- 
vative power from Ccfar in his favout, after 
what he had donc to fupplant it-in the ori- 
ginal. “He charg’d him likewife with chang= 
ing officers of the army at his own will and 
pleafure; placing himfelf upon the royal 
throne, and hearing caufes there in the qua 
lity of a foyercign prince ; receiving and 
an{wering publick addrefles and petitions 
and doing all thofe things, in fine, without 
any warrant, which Cefar himfclf could have 
enabled him to do; taking upon himfelf, in 
his own name alfo, to difcharge thofe that 
were committed to the ;circus. He urged, 
upon the.,whole, a great many objections 
againft him ; fome actually. true, aad others, 
confidering the heat and ambition of a young: 
man, ‘raifcd on a fudden to fuch a pitch of 
dignity and power, not alrogether. impro< 
bable : -befide the .ill-natur’d extravagance 
of a revelling entertainment he made the 
very night aiter. thc death of his father: 
which the peopie look’d upon with fo much 
horror for the unnatural ingratitude of ir; 
toward fo indulgent a:parent, that they 
were ready to break out :into, an uproar, to 
fee how-he impos’d upon the world with a 
perfonated affectation of forrow in the day- 
time, and. {pending the whole night in lux- 
ury. and riot. - How can:the, emperor: ima- 
in that this perverfe man willever be more 
thankful for a crown to:,him, than he has 
fhew’d himfelf to fo tender,a father? What 


"can -be more inhuman than to fing, feaft, 


dance and rejoice at the death of a parent; 


as if it were for the deftruélion of an enemy! 


With what face now fhall this man defire 
Cefar to make him a king, that has already 
taken upon him to make himfelf one, even 
without Cefar! But the great aggravation 
of the wickednefs in the temple, was the 
horridnefs. of the murder in that -facred 
place ; and the doing it upon a folemn fefti- 
val, where both citizens and ftrangers pro- 
mifcuoufly were. flaughter’d like facrifices ; 
the holy place old with carcaffes ; and this. 
5 : 
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Antipater, upon thefe words, appeal’d to fe- 
-po. yeral of his relations that were there prefent 
cref ¢or witnefles to the truth of what he had deli- 
ver’d, 2nd fo made an end of his difcourfe. 


ne the behalf of Archclaus, “ that the blood of 
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- that they made the thing a great deal worfe 


FLAVIUS JOSEPHUS of _ Boox XVII 


“¢ be hard to conceive, how Herod fhould be 
fo miitaken in the perfon, and at the fame 
time fo right in the prudential part of the 
“© method and direétion.’” 

WueEn Nicolaus had now finifh’d his fpcech, Archelixs 
Archclaus threw himfelf at Cefar’s feet; who (il hime 
prefently taking him up with great humanity, ae 
pafs’d this judgment upon him, that he was does hitn 
worthy of acrown, which was underftood for great honor. 
a kind of owning hisauthority. Ccfar finding 
the young prince fo well fatisfied, difcharg’d 
the meeting without coming toany final refolu- 
tion at prefenr, and fo took time to bethink 
himfelf whether he fhould fettle the govern- 
ment upon Archelaus alone, or in partiticn 
upon the whole family, in-regard that they all 
depended upon him alike. 


ther, but by an ufurper under the countc- 









his tyrannical and barbarous cruelties. His 
father knew his temper fo very well, that he 
never fo much as dreamt of him for a fuc- 
ceffor, fo long as he was inhis right fenfes ; 
but Antipas was the man he pitch’d upon, 
in his former teftament, while he was as yct 
in his fenfes and in found health both of body 
and mind; or putting the cafe that Herod’s 
opinion of Archelaus might have been the 
fame upon the making cf his firft will, as it 
was afterward; has he not done enough 
{ince that time to fhew what a king he is like 
to make, in affuming to act by a felf-created 
power, and in the circumftances of a private 
man to cut throats in the very temple?’ 








CHAP, XII 


Marthace the mother of Archelaus dies. A fedi- 
tion in Ferufalem. Varus makes examples of 
the ring-leaders. Sabinus has the comiand in 
Varus’s abfence. The Fews threaten Sabinus. 
They draw into three bodies, mount the temple 
galleries and gall the Romanus. The Romaus 
Sire the galleries and burn the Jaws. The tem- 
ple rifled. The Fews befet the palace, Bc. Se- 
weral rebellions. Simon, once a fervaut of He- 
vod, fet up for king, €3c. Athronges fets up for 
king, with bis four brothers; Lut in the ead, 
they are alltaken and fupprefs’d. Varus marches 
tothe relief of Fudea. The rendezvous at Pto- 
lemais, €3c. Lhe Fews fly before Varus, who 
puts fone two tkoufund of the ring-leaders to 
death. Ten theufand Fews in a body again. 
Abiab makes them prifoners of war, bc. The 
Fews fend an embaffy to Cefar, who gives there 
audience in the temple of Apollo. An inveGive 
againfg Archelaus. Nicolaus, in defence of 
Herod and Archelaus. ; 


To this Nicolaus reply’d, and argu’d on 


thofe that were kilV’d in the temple refted 
upon their own heads; and that they had 
carry’d the tumult fo far, there was no other 
way of fuppreffing it. The infolence, ’tis 
crus, may feem to point at Archelaus; but 
the affront ftruck at the authority of Cefar 
himfelf in the murder of thofe men, con- 
trar< to the laws of God and nations, and 
without any refpect to the facrednefs of the 
place or occafion, that were fent in an order- 
ly way to quiet the mutincers. Now thefe 
are the people that Antipater ftands up for, 
without either honefty or fhame, provided 
he may but gratify the rancour of his fpleen 
toArchelaus. The fault was in the aggref- 
fors; and not in thofe that were both pro- 
voked and neceffirated to take up arms in 
their own juft defence. As for the reft of 
the articles that were charg’d upon Arche- 
laus, they were all retorted upon the accu- 
fers themfelves, who were all confenting to 
the yery action they complained of: betide 


EFORE this affair could be fettled, 
Marthace the mother of Archelaus fell The mother 
fick and dy’d; and news was brought from of Archelaus 
Varus the governor of Syria, that the Jews “ie 
were revolted, having been very mutinous and 4 gadition 
ion im 
troublefome ever fince the departure of Arche- Jerufalem. 
laus. But Varus falling upon them with his warus makes 
troops before they could well gather toa head, examples of 
made examples of the ringleaders, and fo hay- the ting- 
ing, in agreat meafure, fupprefs’d the fedition, 1st 
went back again to Antioch; leaving only one A lesion fel 
legion in Jerufalem to prevent tumults. ae 
Bur this provifion, ic feems, was not fuffi- Sabinus op- 
cient; for Varus was no fooncr gone, but Sa- pofes the 
binus, Ccfar’s deputy governor in Syria, look- Jews in ¥* 
ing upon himfelf now by the enforcement Shee 
thefe troops and guards, to be at Icaft a match 
for the multitude, he turned his arms againft 
the Jews: galling and provoking them tothe 
laft degree of impatience; attacking feveral of 
their forts and caftles; rifling and fearching 
every where at pleafure for concceal’d mony, 
himfelf at his feet, and not fuffer his impe- | under pretest of publick fervices; but all this 
rial dignity and juftice that have made him | while advancing his own private ends of gain - 
fo famous over the face of the earth, to be | and booty. The feaft of the paffover; (which 
impos’d upon by envy and calumny. Will | is the name of the moft celebrated feftival we 
Antipater have Herod’s to be the will of a | have) that feftival, I fay, now drawing on, 
mad-man, becaufe it defigns fo dutiful aj brought up to Jerufalem a great many thou- 
fon for a fucceffor? Or is it a fign of mad- | fands of the Jews from all quarters; fome for The Jews 
nefs to pay fo abfolute a deference to the | worfhip and devotion, and others out of pure threaten 5 
liking and authority of Cefar? It would |fpite and revenge. Thefe numbers gather’d Bus 


: tege= 


than it really was, out of {pite to the ma- 
nager, tho’ a near relation, and one that 
had deferved highly well of the father, 
and dene many good offices to the family. 
As to the authority of the king’s teftament, 
he was notonly in perfect fenfe and memory 
when he wrote it; but fecond wills, as well 
as fecond thoughts are commonly beft. And 
for a further proof that it was written wich 
confideration, he fubmitted the validity of 
it to the good pleafure of Cefar. But Cefar 
(fays he) is too generous to encourage un- 
grateful examples in favour of a fort of pco- 
ple, that after the higheft obligations ima- 
ginable to Herod in his life-time, take fuch 
pains to overthrow his will now he is dead. 
Cefar will rather excrcife his goodnefs in 
favour of a faithful friend and ally, that lays 





or ea 





Chap. XII. 


together, not only from Judea, where the out- 
rage fell heavieft, but from Galilec, Idumea, 
Jericho, and from the towns beyond Jordan; 
being all unanimoufly refolved to call Sabinus 
to a fevere account for his infolency. ‘They 


They draw divided their troops into three bodies; onc of 
into three = them took poffeflion of the circus; another 
bodies. was pofted upon the north and eaft fide of the 


temple; the third upon the weft, where the 
king’s palace ftood. When they had thus be~ 
girt and hemm/’d in the Romans, they made 
teady for the affaulr. Sabinus was nor a litrle 
furpriz’d at the boldnefs of thefe people, and 
finding that they were defperately refolved 
either to conquer or die, he fent with all {peed 
Sabinus fends to Varus for immediate relief ; for the legion 
to Varus for that he had left there would undoubtedly be 
cut to pieces clfe. He himfelf, in the mean 
time, got up to the top of a high turret be- 
joneine to the caftle of Phafael, which was 
erected in memory of Herod’s brother who 
was flain by the Parthians, and from thence 
gave the fign with his hand to the Romans to 
fally out upon the Jews; expecting that others 
fhould expofe their lives to gratify his avarice, 
act the fame time whenhe himfelf durft not fo 
much as fhew his head among his friends. But 
The Romans the Romans however made a fally, from which 
filly upon the enfued a fharp encounter; for tho’ the foldiers 


relicf. 


Jews. did all tiiut was poffible for brave men to do, 
the courage of the Jews was not abatcd, not- 
withftanding a great lofs of their people. They 
poficfs’d themfelves after this, of fome of the 

The Jews outward gallerics of the temple, whence they 

mount the all’?d the Romans from above, with ftones 


nope e and arrows from their flingers and archers, as 
MOR oneae fpectators rather than aétors in that part of the 

combat; for the Romans below, were out of 

diftance of reaching their enemies. ‘The fight 

continu’d a long time upon this difadvantage, 
TheRomans till in the end the Romans fet fire to the tim- 
firethe galle- ber-work under the gallerics, and ply’d it fo 
ries, and burn hard, by adding fewel to it, that the flame 
the Jews. fhot up to the roof in a moment, and laying 
hold of the pitch, wax and oils that were em- 
ploy’d upon the ornament and guilding, put 
‘all into fo furious a blaze, that it was certain 
death fo much as to attempt a relief: for what 
‘with thofe that were crufh’d to death with the 
fall of the building, and thofe that were put 
to the fword upon the ground, there was not 
fo much as one man efcap’d of thofe that had 
‘poffefs’d the galleries, Several of them in de- 
{pair or aftonifhment, leapt into the flames in a 
fright; others caft themfelves upon the points 
of their {words: and for thofe that thought 
to fave themfelves in holes and hiding-places, 
they were all cut off by the foldiers ; for what 
could their courage avail them without arms ? 
As the fire flacken’d, the Romans prefs’d tho- 
‘rough the ruins up to the very repofitory of 
the holy treafure, whereof a confiderable part 
was pilfer’d and embezzled by the foldiers, 
‘and not above four * hundred talents (as Sa- 
binus pretended) brought to him. The Jews 
were now in a double diftrefs; partly for the 
lofs of fo many of their dear friends, and 
partly for the facrilegious robbery committed 
The Jews be. UPOD their temple: but however; in this fit of 
fer thera defperation, they got a body together of the 
ple. mott refolute men they had, and ‘befet the pa- 

lace with them ; menacing immediately to fet 


The temple 
rifled. e 
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fire to it, and to put every man to the fword 
that fhould efcape the flames, if they did nor 
in that inftane quit the place and depart; with 
a promife of impunity to Sabinus and all his They offer an 
people, if they went away prefently ; the indemnity 
greater part of the court being alfo on their Upon condi- 
fide, Rufus and Gratus, with three thoufand 108,08 de- 
of Herod’s choiceft men, went over to the Huhisced= 
Romans, together with the horfe that were Gratus go o- 
under Rufus’s command, which was a {eafon— Ver fo the 
able and a confiderable enforcement; but the R°™*"* 
Jews ply’d their work yct neverthelefs, mi- 
ning the walls, menacing and advifing the 
enemy to be gone while they might, without 
putting a people to the laft extremity of def. 
peration, that were refolv’d at all hazards to 
maintain their libertics, with the laws and 
cuftoms of their forefathers. Sabinus was wil- 
ling enough to have complicd ; but being con- 
{cious to himfelf of what he had deferv’d 
from the Jews, he durft not venture himfelf 
upon their promife; befide, that the condi- 
tions were too advantageous to be made good, 
he thought; and fo he determin’d to venture 
the holding of it out, in the hope and ex- 
pectation of fuccour from Varus. 
HILE matters at Jerufalem were in this Several ve. 
pofture, there werc fevcral other infurrc@tiong beltion. 
in different parts of Judca elfwhere, upon the 
inftigation either of profit or of a vindiGtive 
malice. ‘There was about two thoufand of 
Herod’s disbanded men gather’d together up- 
on this occafion mtoa body, with a refolution to 
encounter a party of the king’s under the com- 
mand of Ahiab, Herod’s nephew ; bit Ahiab 
knowing the people he had to do withal to be 
old foldicrs and try’d men, he kept off from 
fighting all that poffible, by fhifting into fatt- 
neffes and defilecs, where there was no com- 
ing at them. 
On the other hand there was Judas the fon 
- : : Judas the no~ 
of Ezekias, a notorious robber, that held He~ forious rob- 
rod formerly fo long in play, though at laft ber harafes 
he worfted him. This fame Judas, with a the king's 
band of defperate men that he had gotten COUP": 
about him at Scpphoris, a city of Galilee, 
made an inroad into the king’s country; 
feiz’d his magazines and military ftorcs; 
arm’d all his people to a man; took thc king’s 
moneys; made himfelf formidable to the in- 
habitants ; pillaging and fpoiling wherever he 
came, and afpiring, in finc, to the govern- 
ment itfelf; not by any arts and ways of ho- 
nour (for he had no qualifications of that fort) 
but purely upon ‘the encouragement of doing 
what mifchief-he pleas’d, in a licentious 
manner. , 
Wuite things werein this confufion, there Simon once 2 


‘was one Simon, formerly a fervant of king fsvant of 


: ee 7 : 4 Herod's, {ere 
Herod’s 3; but 2a man mightily celebrated for up for king. 


his prodigious ftrength; the gracefuinefs and 
the goodlinefs of his perfon and ftature. This 
man had thevaniry and confidence to venture 
at the crown; took his guards about him, ahd 
and was faluted every where by the mad mul- 
titude, with acclamations of God fave the 
king, and look’d upon himfelf, in fine, to be 
the fitteft man in the whole world for the 
command: And for a prologue to his great- 
nefs, he began with the burning and the rifling 
of the palace at Jericho, making the fame ha- 


* yock in other of the king’s honfes3 ‘ftill allow- 


* Four hundred. talents weighed forty five thoufand fix. hundred twenty five pounds, and their value in filver 
amounted to one hundred. thirty fix thoufand eight hundred feventy five pounds, andin gold to tw6 millionsone hun- 


dredand ninety thoufand pounds of our moncy. 
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: refolutions in attairs of ftate. 


FLAVIUS JOSEPHUS of 


ing his followers the advantage et the booty. 
And he weuld not have ftop’d there neither, 
it he had not been feafonably prevented 5; for 
Gratus, onc of the king’s captains, and at 
that time taking part with the Romans, ad- 
vanced with his troops againit Simon, and there 
pafs’d a very fharp and an obttinate fight be- 
twixt them: Buc Simion’s people that came 
trem the other fide of Jordan, managing the 
acticn with more courage than skill, were to- 
tally routed and cutto pieces, and Simon him- 
felt being taken prifoncr in his flight over cer- 
tain dificult pafi¢s; Gratus order’d his head 
to be truck Gif 

Tis humour of the common people was 
up csery where; for the royal palace at A- 
matha, by the river Jordan, was burnt to the 
eround too by fuch another fore of rabbls as 
taote thac rollow’d Simon, This rage was 
Jictle better chan an cpidemical madneis; and 
all ror wane of thir own king, by good re2z- 
s.n and diftigline, to keep the people in their 
Catv. Bur upon che bringing in ct foreigners 
to reclaim them, what with their intolerable 
pride and avarice, the people were only the 
worts tor it 

Tnerxe was one Athrongestco, 2 mannei- 
ther of birth, virtus, nor fortune, but one of 
the meaneft even ot ihepherds; cnly a huge 
bulk of body, and a brutal ftrength of limbs. 
With thefe qualifications, he put in for a pre- 
tence to the government, with a refolution to 
venture his lue for the obtaining of a preroga~- 
tive rocomifchief at will and pleafure. This 
sAthenges had four brothers, as ftrong and as 
gigantick as himfelt, andcach of them a troop 
ct ijeldiers under his command, which they 
look’d upon as a foundation fufhcient toward 
the gaining of their point. There were vatt 
meltitudes of people that came in to thefe five 
trethers; and Athronges made ufe of his four 
brethren to go upon parties, and to act as his 


r 


ure 


Leucenants, while he himfelf fac in counfel | 


with a crown upoahis head, giving ordersand 
This pageantry 
continu’d for feme time, and the royal ftile 


-and title did not feem altogether idle neither; 


torthey did what he would, and there was no 
difputing cf hiscommands: Unmercifully cru- 
el, whencvereither the Romans or the king’s 
foldiers fell intohis power: For he hatedthcm 
both alike; the one tor the liberties they had 
taken under Hered; and the other, for inju- 
rics of frefher date. The animolity grew eve- 
ry day fo much more mortal and implacable 
than ancther, that, betwixt the havock they 


made for profit and booty, and the cruelties. 


they committed even for cruelty’s fake and to 


keep their handsin ure, there wasno creature. 


fate. They fell upon a Roman convoy our of 
an ambuth near Emmaus, with corn and arms 
for the camp; kill’d the commander Arius, 
vith forty of his foldicrs, all brave men upon 
the place; and the reft muft have expected the 
fame fate too, if Gratus had not broughtthem 
cif with aparty juft in the nick, leaving their 
dead behind them. Theycontinned skirmifh- 
ing at this rate for a long time, to the great 
trouble of the Romans, but amuch greater to 
themfelves; for in the conclufion they were all 
taken; one in an encounter with Gratus, an- 
other by Ptolemy. The cldeft fell into the 
hands of Archelaus; and the laft, finding the 
cafe defperate, their men {pent with toil and 


rere tran nnen  reee 


-Jews for this fcandalous uproar; but they had 
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fickneis, and no hope of recruits or redrcfs, 
yielded himfelf to Archelaus upon his oath and 
honour for the performance of conditions. Buc 
this was fome time after. 

Im this licence of robbery and confufion, 
every new band of mutinecrs would be fet 
ting up new kings; which tore the common- 
wealth to picces: the Jews that were ftill di- . 
viding into feuds and fa¢tions among. them- 
felves, futfei’d hereby extremely; but the. 
Romans all this while came ofl at a cheaper 
rate. 

Tue news that Warus had received from 
Sabinus of the danger he was in, put him in- 
to fo great an apprchcntion for the third Icgi- 
gion (which was the whole number they had 
in Syria) that he took the other two, and four 
troops of horfe, with the auxiliaries of the 
king’s, and the tetrarch’s, and haiten’d away 
into Judea to the relief of the belieged; ap- vara ha 
pointing the rendezvous at Prolemais, and tak- th. releroe 
ing fifecen hundred men along with him from Judea. 
Berycus by the way. There was alfo Arctas The rendex- 
the petrean (he thac efpous'd the Roman ine foW 2 Rips 
terett out of a pique to Herod) who fupply’d ©" 
him with a conliderable enforcement both of 
horfeand foot; bat when the army was drawn 
all into a body at Prolemais, Varus gave the 
command of part of it to his fon, and one of 
his particular friends, with order to march in- | 
to Galilec, which is not far from Vtolemais. 
Upon this inroad into the country, he carry’d 
all before him, wherever he mec with any op- 
pofition; took Sepphoris, laid the city in 
afhes, and fold the people ior flaves at an out- 
cry. Varus himiclt advanced with his army 
toward Samaria, buc there. was no damage 
done to the city, becaufe he knew them to be 
well affected; and in their own difpofition, 

caceable cnough. But he encamped in a vil 
age call’d Arus, which belonged to Ptolemy. ; 
This village the Arabians burnt, in revenge tO The Arabi- 
the very friends of Herod, for Herod’s fake. ans burn 
The army advanced afterward to Sampho, Arus, and 
which the fame Arabians rifled, tho’ a ftrong one 
place, and afterward fer ic on fire: but, in--P 
fhort, there was nothing cf{eap’d them, that 

whole expedition, but all deftroy’d by fire 

and {word. Emmaus was burnt by the ordet pg aus 

cf Varus, in revenge of his foldiers that were jurnt by Va 
flain there 5 but the inhabirants had quitted it rus’s order. 
firft. Upon his approach from thence toward 
Jerufalem, the Jews who had beficged the lc~ 
gion upon that quarter; immediately upon the 
fight of the army, abandon’d their poft, and The Jews 
in a fright brake up to fhift for themfelves, a the ap: 


Varus fell very fevercly upon the Jerufaleme fro"? © 








Varus’s fon 
lays Seppho- 
ris in afhes. 


this to fay in their excufe, that it falling out 

in a time when there was fuch a prodigious 

recourfe of.pcople to Jerufalem, it was the 

ftrangers made the war, not the inhabitants; 

and that they did not only oppofe the Ro- 

mans, but ran the very rifque with them in the 

fate of the fame ficge.. As for Sabinus, he gapinus thips 

declined coming in Varus’s Sight, and with- away before 

drew himfelf out of the city toward the fea.  Varus fets 
Varus, upon this, fenc up and down. all ¢y¢ 07 him 

over the country to inform himfelf of the Qarch 


¢ ; : fearches out. 
ring-leaders of the revole;. and upon clear the ring- 


proofs againft them, fome he punifh’d, others leaders of 


he pardon’d and Ict go, crucifying about this upro™ 


is. 7 ts 
two thoufand upon this occafion. V arus’s 37d Pa 
foldiers had done a great deal of mifchiefhoufandto 


much death. 
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ce . . . = : 
turning a flourifhing and a plentiful country 
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Ten thou~ 
gand Jews 1 


a body again. 


Yarus leaves 
4 egrrion at 
agarcul 


much againft his will, in the heat and rage 
of a military licence ; fo that finding no fur- 
ther occafion for his army, he fent it away: 
but hearing afterward that ten thoufand of the 
Jews were got into a body, he order’d out a 








“into a defart? how many of the nobility 
has he pat to death, upon falfe, frivolous 
pretences, without any colour of law or ju- 
ftice, and purely for the benefit of their 


“e 
ce 
ce 


ce 


itrong detachment to fall upon them in their 
quarters ; yct without daring to engage, they 
deliver’d themfelves up to Ahiab prifoners at 





forfeited cftates! and how many others has 
he neceffirated to compound for their lives, 
with the lofs of their fortunes! and fo in 


Srufalem» 
et rerurns diferetion. Warus fet the common people at |“ the matter of tributes, and ordinary taxcs; 
waAnioch. Jiberty ; fent the heads of the riot to Cefar, | ** it was not enough for every man to pay ac. 
and forgave all the reft, faving only fome re-}“ cording to his afieflment and proportion 
lations of Herod, that had fo little honour or | ** without bribes, and prefents over and above, 
confcience, as without any regard to affiniry, or {“ to court-minions, colle¢tors, and other rak— 
juftice, to engage in fo wicked a war. Mat-|** ing officers and fervants, to prevent further 
ters being thus compos’d, Varus left the fame }' vexation. We thall fay nothing of his bru- 
legion ftill in garrifon at Jerufalem, and went |“ tal praétices, both upon virgins and matrons, 
back to Antioch. “© bue pafs them over in filence, for the honour 
The Jews Turs difficulty was no fooncr over in Ju-}** of thofe innocent names that fuffer’d the 
fend an em~ Gea, but Archclaus was encounter’d with ano-{“* abufe: burt, in fhort, (fays he) if the ficrc- 
aly to Ce- phor at Rome, that happen’d as follows. “The |'** eft beaft in the foreft had been fet over us, 
“ Jews, with the permiffionof Varus, fent an; “ he would have govern’d us jult as Herod 
“ cembafly to Auguftus, for leave to live ac- | did: and of all the mifcries that ever this 
“ cording to their own laws. There were)‘ nation indur’d, the calamity of his reign 
“« fifty Jews join’d in thc commiflion, and up- |“ was incomparably the greateft: wheretore 
*© ward of cight thoufand more of the city, :“ the people might well be allow’d to com- 
*‘ that prefented themfelves to fecond them. i** pliment Archelaus upon the death of his fa- 
Cer gives “* Cefar hercupon, appointed a feleét number ;“ ther, for they were fure beforchand, they 
thmaudi- © of his friends, and others of the firft rank :“ could never have a worfe in his place. Vhey 
enceinthe in the city, to attend him in the temple of '** were as frankly forward alfo, out of a re- 
iene of ce Apollo, a moft magnificent ftruéture of his ; “* {peck to the fon, in promoting the funcral 
oi “© own ereéting. ‘Thither came the embaila- ‘* honours of the father, and fo in other of 


dors alfo with a long train of Jews after :“ 
them, and-Archclaus, with his friends like- ;“ 
wife. But the king’s relations could not -* 
tell which way to turn themfclves: for on ,“ 
the one hand, they abhorr’d Archelaus, and j “ 
therefore could not fide with him; and on ;* 
the. other hand, if they fhould have clos’d ; “ 
with the embatiadors, they muft have be- |“ 
tray’d themfelvcs to the king for enemies : “ 
to a prince of their own blood. There was | “ 
alfo Vhilip the brother too, that came out os 
of Syria by the advice of Varus in the pro- |“ 
{peét of aifitting Archelaus, for whom he | «c 
had a particular tendernefs and refpect : but ie 
yet Philip all this while was not without 
hope, that if the embaffadors fhould gain 
their end, and the dignity come to be di- 
vided among Herod’s children, he might 
come to put In for a part of the kingdom 


himfclt. : 
Tue firft thing the ambafladors infiftcd up- |‘ 
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fices of deference and good manners, which 
they thought might gain upon the good-will 
of the fucceflor : but Archclaus quickly gave 
the people to underftand, that he was his 
father’s own fon; and they might fee cven 
before he was in the feat, whit iniaie afp 
terward be expecled irom him, whenever 
he came to govern. His whole fortune was 
as yet at the mercy of Ccfar; and to give 
his new fubjeéts fome tafte betorchand of 
his virtue, modcfty, and jiuftice, he facri- 
ficed three thoufand citizens of his own 
tribe to the honour of God, in the very 
temple, with as little regret, as if they had 
been but fo many common viciims. Let 
the world judge now of the confidence of 
this odious man, that can have the face, af- 
ter the committing of fo execrable an out- 
rage himfelf, to charge the crime upon 
others, and -at the fame timc to lay claim 
to the government.” ‘The embafiadors, in 


“us ay 
chelaus. 


An inveétive 
igainte Ars 


on in their addrefs, was an carneft requeft that 
they might be no longer under the power of 
kings; and they began with the hiftory of 
the mifgovernment and iniquity of Herod. 
“ He was a king (they faid) only in name; 
but in the exercife of his powcr, a tyrant ; 
and not only vers’d in the common arts of 
oppreffion, but fruitful in inventions of his 
own, toimprove the myftcry. It would be 
to no purpofe to reckon up how many lives 
he has taken away, when the furvivors were 
yet more miferable than thofe he deftroy’d ; 
for they liv’d in perpetual danger and ter- 
ror, under fo mercilefs and rapacious a ma- 
fter, and as much at mercy in their fortunes 
as in their perfons. What was all the pomp 
‘and vanity of his expences upon ftrangers 
for? the repairing, rebuilding, beautifying, 
and enriching of their cities; but a fingu- 
lar way he had found out by himfelf of 
dreining and beggaring his own’ pcople at 


** home, to gratify his vanity abroad ; and oi!* 


fine, fumm’d up their whole bufinefs in a fhort 
requeft to Cefar, to change the form of their 
government, and deliver them from the op- 
preffion of a monarchy; annexing them to 
Syria under fuch rulers as Cefar fhould think 
fit to appoint: and it would then appear whe- 
ther they were a people that delighted in 
broils and innovations, or men of order and 
obedience ; under the authority of lawful go- 
vernors. ° 


Tue embafiadors having now deliver’d Nicolaus in 
defence of 
Herod and 
the defence, both of Herod and Archelaus. aycheluus. 


what they had to fay, Nicolaus ftood up in 


‘ Pray, under favour, how came it (fays he) 
if Herod was guilty of all this, that he 
fhould never be call’d'to an account for ic 
in his life-time, when they might have ap. 
peal’d to the juftice of Auguftus for reme- 
dy, and fatisfaction ? as tor the cafe of Ar- 
chelaus, it was not properly his act, but an 
abfolute force put upon him by the contu- 


macy of a faction that firft trampled upon 
. 2 ah 
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FLAVIUS JOSEPHUS of 


“the laws in a {editious tumult ; and then 
“¢ wich {words and ftones, cut the throats, 
‘© and beac out the brains of thofe that were 
“C fene to quict them. And what was Arche- 
“¢ Jaus’s crime now, but the fuppretfing of an 
“€ outragcous infurreétion by a ttronger pow- 
“‘ er? but, (fays he) turning to the accufers ; 
“ ve are potletis’d wich a fpirit of difobedi- 
“© ence and licentioufnefs ; {edition and rebelli- 
* on are what you mott delight in, now is there 
“any other nation under heaven whofe peo- 
“© ple arc of fuch an obitinate and refractory 
temper. 








CHAP. XHIL 
Cefar’s generofity in favour of Herod. The por- 
tich of the fous of Hered. 
HEN Cefar had heard both fides, h: 
: difmits’d the ailembly, and atter fomc 
tew days declared Archelaus fuccetfor to the 
ene motery of Herod’s jurifdiction, but unde: 


ns er the ticle of an Ethnarch, not of a king, with 


a promife vet of the kingdom too, whenever 
he thould make himtelf worthy of that ho- 
nour, ‘The other halt was divided betwixt 
the two fons of Herod, Philip, and that An- 
tipas who had.the difpute with Archelaus 
about the intire fucceffion. This Antipas had 
tor his thare, Galilec, with the country be. 
vond Jordan, and two * hundred talents a 
year in revenue. Philip’s portion was Bata- 
nva, Vrachonitis, and Auranitis,; and part of 
the palace of Zenodorus, (as they call’d ic) 
and a hundred + talents in yearly revenue. 
Archelaus had Judca, Idumea, and likewife 
Samaria; which was ditcharg’d by Cefar of a 
tourth part of the duty, tor ttanding loyal 
when the reit were in rebellion. There tel] 
to his lot alfo the tower of Straton, Scbatte, 
Joppa, and Jerufalem: tor Gaza, Gadara, 
and Hippon, living in a conformity to the 
Greek cuttoms and manners, were no longer 
dependencies upon the kingdom, but annexed 
by Auguftus toSyria. The revenue of Arche- 
laus upon the whole, was ix $ hundred ta- 
Ients 2 year. « 

Tuvs ttood the patrimony of the fons of 
Herod. And tor Salome; betide the cities 
ot Jamnia, Azotus. and Phafaclis, and five 
hundred thoufand pieces of minted filver, 
which her brother had given her by will, Au- 
guitus gave her alio a palace in Afcalon, with- 
in the dominion of Archelaus; and her in- 
come was reckon’d at * fixty talents a year: 
all che other legacies to the rett ot the king’s 
relations being made good alfo, according to 
the will of Herod. Auguttus beitow’d like- 


Book 


wife upon Herod’s two virgin daughters, over 
and above what their father Icft them, two 
hundred and fifty thoufand pieces of minted 
filvereach, and marry’d them to the two fons 
of Pheroras. Nay, and what was yet morc 
magnificent and gencrous than all the reft, he 
divided his own legacies, valued at fittcen 
hundred talertts, among the fons of Herod too 3 
fome tew picces of plate excepted, which he 
kept to himfelt; not tor the value of the 
thing, but for the memory of the donor. 








CHAP. 


A counterfeit Alexander. q 
the impofture. The cheat paffes among the Jews 
jor current. He takes up moncy upon bis royal 
credit. He goes to Rome with a princely train. 
The Fews flock to brim at Puteoli, and elfi- 
sehere. Cefar fends Celadus to fetch hin. Ce 
far fiads him to be a counterfeit ; and be con- 
felfés the abufe. The cheat is condemn’d to the 
galhes, and the advifer put to death. 


ALV. 


; HE boafinefs of the will, and the lega- 

& cics being now over; there was a cere 
tain young man, by nation a Jew, and train- 
ed up at Sidon, with a freeman of Rome, who 
bore fo exact a refemblance to Alexander the 
fon of Herod, who was put to death by his 
tather, that it was almoft impoffible ro have 
diftinguith’d the one from the other. ‘This 
Jew took the hint by the right handle, and 
letting fall fome words pointing at the rela- 
tion he had to that family, he infinuated, by 
this gkancing way, fome remote pretenfion 
that he might have tothe crown. Upon this 
he form’d a projeét how to put his pretenfions 
in execution; to which end he communicated 
his defign to a cunning fcllow of his own 
tribe and way: one that had run through all 
the cabals and intrigues of the court; and en- 
dued with a genius for plots and mifchief. 
Upon laying their heads together, it was this 
politician’s advice, that the young man fhould 
{et up for that very Alexander who was faid 
to be dead; and the ttory, in fhort, was to 
run thus: that che perfon entrufted with the 
execution of the two brothers, ( Alexander 
and Ariftobulus) had fer up two other bodies 
in their places, and fo preferv’d them both. 
The impoftor was not only inwardly pleafed 
himfelf with the conccit of the part he had 
to play ; but the cheat pafs’d as current upon 
other people too; infomuch, that coming to 
Crete, and after that, to the ifle of Melos, 
the Jews were all fo fully perfwadced of the 
truth of the tact, that he took up fevcral fums 
of moncy among them, upon the credit of his 





* Two hundred talents weighed twenty two thoufand eight hundred and twelve pounds fix ounces, and their 
value in filver amounted to fixty cight thoufand four hundred thirty feven pounds ten fhillings, and in gold to one 


million ninety five thoutand pounds of our money 


tT. 


+ An hundred talenty weighed eleven thoufand four hundred and fix pounds three ounces, and their value in 
filver amounted to thirty four thoufand two hundred eighteen pounds fifteen fhillings, and in gold to five hundred 
forty feven thoufand and five hundred pounds of Englifh money. 

+ Six hundred talents weighed fixty cight thoufand four hundred thirty feven pounds fix ounces, and their value 


in filver amounted to nwo hundred five thoufand, and three hundred twelve 
three million two hundred een five thoufand pounds of our money. 
ix thoufand eight hundred forty three pounds nine ounces, and their value in filver 


* Sixty talents weighed 


pounds ren fhillings, and in gold to 


amounted to two thoufand five hundred thirty one pounds five fhillings, and in gold to three hundred twenty cight 


thoufand five hundred pounds of Englifh money. 


+ Fiftcen hundred talents weighed one hundred feventy one thoufand ninety three pounds nine ounces, and their 
value in filver amounted co five hundred thirreen thoufand two hundred and eighty one pounds, and in gold to 
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eight million two hundred twelve thoufand, and five hundred pounds of our moncy. 
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fie takes up 
money Upon 
his rey+t 
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He rOCsS to 
Rome with a 
rincely | 
train at his 
heels, 
The Jews 
come fock- 
ing tO him 
yt Putcoli ; 


vith compli- 
ments every 
where, and 
acclamations. 


Cefar fends 
Celadus to 
fetch him. 


and upon 
fifting the 
matter finds 
itto be an 
impotture, 


Cefar pinches 
uum fo clofe, 
that he con- 
felles the 
abute, 
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royal extraction. The delufion had wrought 
fo far by this time, that he began now to 
build caftles in the air, and to dream of prin- 
cipalitics and powers; what favourites he 
would raife, and to what places and prefer- 
ments. Big with thefe hopes, he cmbark’d 
tor Rome, attended with a fair troop of his 
new courticrs and difciples. When he came 
to Puteoli, he had no fooner fet foot on thore 
there, but all the Jews, every man of them 
that ever had any tricndfhip or acquaintance 
with Herod, gathcr’d about him, and receiv’d 
him as their king: people being naturally cu- 
rious and crcdulous, where they have fuch 
refemblances and prefumptions to work upon: 
tor this perfon was fo very like the prince, 
that feveral of his intimate fricnds did not 
only affirm, but {wear, upon the fight of him, 
that this was Alexander himfclt, and could 
be no other. The rumour of this difcovery 
coming to Rome, brought all the Jews out of 
that quarter to mect him upon the way; with 
praifes and thankfgivings in their mouths, for 
the bleiling of fo wonderful and fo furprizing 
a deliverance. He was carry’d in a fedan 
with a princcly pomp and cquipage, (his 
friends {paring for no coft) tollow’d with 
multitudes of pcople; loud acclamations, 
prayers, and good withes, as we fee common- 
Jy in fuch extraordinary occations. But the 
great honour they did him was for the jake 
of his fuppofed mother Mariamne. Now Ce- 
far looking upon Herod as a man not to be 
calily impos’d upon, in a matter of this im- 
portance, would not believe one fyllable of 
the itors’; but yet for furenefs fakc, he fent a 
freeman of his, one Celadus, a contemporary 
and companion of the two brothers, to fetch 
this new Alexander, thar he might have a 
fight of him, which he did; and Ccladus 
was impoled upon as well as the reft. But 
Cefar after this, was not to be fo cafily put 
upon; for tho’ they were as like as like could 
be upon the main, yet if a man look’d narrow~ 
ly, he might find fome particular dilagrce- 
ments too, as the hands of the talfe Alcxan- 
der were callous and harden’d with working ; 
the grain of his skin coarfer than theirs are 
commonly that are brought up in delicacy 
and pleature. Ccefar obferving alfo how cx- 
actly the maftcr and the fcholar agrecd in the 
fame tale,and that it was all but a madc ftory, 
asked him what was become of Ariftobulus ; 
and fince they were both deliver’d together, 
how itcamce to pafs they did not both appear to- 
gether, and put in for their pretenfions to their 
inheritance. ‘The impoftor made anfwer, that 
Ariftobulus ttay’d at Cyprus for fear of the dan- 
ger of the feas; for if they fhould both have 
mifcarry’d together, the whole race of Mari- 
amne would have been extinét, and fo care 
was taken for Ariftobulus, in cafe of the 
worft. The falfe Alexander affirming this, 
and the contriver of the ftory joining cxactly 
with him in the concert, Cefar took the young 
man afide. ‘“ Look ye, (fays he) put none 
“© of your tricks upon me at your own peril. 
Speak truth now, and Vil give you your 
*€ life. Wherefore tell me immediately what 
** you are fora man, and who it was that pur 
** you upon this practice ; for you arc not 


ce 
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old enough to be guilty of forming fo. cun- 
ning and malicious a defign, without fome 
other inftigation.”” When the fellow found 
himfelf driven to this extremity, and that 
there was no evading, he told Auguitus the 
whole hiftory, with the author of the inven- 
tion, and the manner of the proceeding. So 
Cefar was as good as his word to the counter- 
feit, and condemn’d him only to the gallics, 
being of a robuft conftitution of body, and 
proper for that fervice. His advifer was put 
to death ; and as for the Jews of Melos, they 
were fufficiently punith’d in the expence they 
had been at for the honour of fuch a piecc of 
pageantry : and we are now come to the in- 
famous end of a rafh and a bold impottor. 
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; CHAP. XV. 

The hiftory of Arthelaus in his Ethaarchy. Ar- 
chelaus banifl’d, aud his goods confifcate. Al 
foreboding dream of Archelaus’s. — Stinoi, ant 
Effene, expounds it. Glaphyra’s dreanz of ber 
Sift husband. 


RCHELAUS being now returned to 

: Judea, and in potiedlion of his Ethnar- 
chy, removed Joazar the fon of Bocthus from 
the pontificate, for having taken part, (as was 
pretended) with a fedicious faction; and fo 
confer’d the dignity upon Elcazar his brother. 
He rebuilt the palace at Jericho, at a mott 
magnificent expence, and drew down one half 
of the ftream that water’d the village of Nea- 
ra, to a grove of palm-trecs that he had late~ 
ly planted in the ficld below. He built alfo 
a ncw village, which he call’d Archelais, af- 
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The hiftory 
of Archelaus 
in his Erh- 
narchy. 


tcr hisown name; and without any regard to © 


the laws of his country, he took Glaphyra to 
wife, the daughter of king Archclaus, and the 
widow of his brother Alexander, to whom 
fhe had born feveral children; tho’ fuch * 
marriages with brothers wives are exprefly 
forbidden by the Jewith law ; neither had Ele- 
azar any long joy of his dignity; for Jefus 
the fon of Sias was put into his office while 
he was yet living. 

In the tenth year of the government of Ar- 
chelaus, the. hcad men of the Jews and Sa- 
maritans were fo difgufted at his tyrannical 
adminiftration, that they join’d in a come- 
plaint againft bim to Cefar. And thcy pro- 
ccéded in ie with the more confidence, becaufe 
they knew that extreme feverity to be dircct- 
ly contrary to the order and good liking of 
Auguftus; who had cxprefly charged him to 
govern his people with tendernefs, impartia~ 
lity, and juftice. Upon the hearing of this 
complaint he fent for Archelaus, who was his 
agent at Romic, to come to him immediately, 
and bad him go prefently and fetch the other 
Archelaus to him; without vouchfafing him a 
letter. Archelaus pofted away as fait as he 
could into Judea; where he found the other 
Archelaus making merry with his friends; 
fhew’d him Cefar’s order, and call’d upon him 
to haften away. Upon his arrival at Rome, 
Cefar heard both charge and defence ; patled 
a {entence of banifhment upon Archelaus, with 
confifcation of alk his goods, and fo fent him 
away to Vienne, a city in Gaul, 


gr 
* That is, te marry the wife of a brother who had iffuc by her ; otherwife it was not only not forbidden, but 


Deut. xxv. 5---ro. 


.exprefsly commanded ; and the perfon publickly branded with difgrace and ignominy, who refus’d .co doit. See 


Tuts 


Archelaus 
banifh’d, and 
his goods 
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FLAVIUS JOSEPHUS of Book XVII, 
biting wich Archclaus, fhe had this dream. ; 
*© She fancy’d that fhe faw her firft husband Glaphyra’, 


Alexander coming toward her; and. that dream ofher 
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a 
Afarebaré. ‘Iurs Archelaus, a little betore his being 
magdreaw oF fone for to Reme, had this following dream, 
Arhelius's. She cold ic himfelf’ to feveral of his tricnds. 
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s firit husband. 





He finev'd that he faw ten ears of wheat, all 
ripe and full, and the oxen cating them. “This 
vilion, upon waking, feem’d to portend fome- 
thing extraordinary 5 fo that he conlulted te- 
veral interpreters of dreams, about the mean- 
ing of it: but they being divided, one Simon 
an Eifene, with leave of the ret, gave his opi- 
nion upon the fignification ot thac dream, 
which was, chart it toreboded fome misfortune 
to Archelaus; for the dreaming of oxen, a 
creature delign’d for labour and tlavery, fecms 
ro import * mifery; and a change of affairs 
betide, becaule upon their curning up of the 
eround every thing chang’d its place and fi- 
cure. By the ten ears of corn is intimated 
tne fame Uefinite number of years, Which take 
tieir revolutions in courfe, and the reign of 
Archelaus feem’d to be now near an end. 
This was his interpretation of the dream: and 
upon the fitth day after this vilion, Archelaus, 
Cefar’s agent, came into Judea by the order 
cr Cefar, co fummon him betore Auguttus. 
His wife Glaphyra, the daughter of king 
Archelaus, had alfo an odd kind of a dream. 
This Glaphyra (as we have faid betorc) had 
gor her farit husband, Alexander, the fon of 
Herod, and the brother ot Archelaus. Her 
fecond husband, aiter the putting of the firft to 
death by his tather, was Juba the king of Mau- 
rirania ; and after his death, living a widow 
with her father in Cappadocia, Archelaus 
turn’d off his former wife Mariamne ; and tal- 
ling paffionately in love with Glaphyra, he 
marry’d her. ‘During the time of her coha- 
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when fhe thought to receive him into her 
arms, with all potlible joy and kindnefs, he 
enter’d with her into this manner of expo- 
ftulation. Glaphyra, (fays he) thou haft 
made good the old faying, there’s no truft- 
ing to women. Was not I the husband of 
your virginity? and had we not children 
beewixt us, che pledges of that love ? how 
could you forget that obligation fo far, as 
to engage yourfelf in a fecond marriage ? 
and atter that, into a third; and fo thame- 
Icfly to break intomy tamily, and take my 
brother Archclaus tor your husband? bur, 
“© (fays he) thac ancient kindnefs ihall never 
“© be forgotten, and it fhall be my care to de- 
“ liver thee from this reproach.” She told 
this dream to {everal of her fhe-friends; and 
within a few days attcr departed this life. 
Havine had oceafion in this place to dif- 
courfe of thefe princes, I thought it might not 
be improper to mention this circumitance : 
efpecially as the cxample is very well worth 
the confideration ; betide that it is inftructive 
alfo, with a refpeét to the divinity of the 
foul, and to the wifdom of divine providence. 
He that will not belicve this, is at liberty to 
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| think what he pleafes, provided that others 


may be left to their freedom too, in making 
a moral ufe of thefe difcourfes. As to the 
lands of Archelaus, Cefar annex’d them to 
Syria, and fent Cyrenius, a man of confular 
authority, to tax the province, and to dilpofe 
of the palace of Archclaus. 
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From the Year of the World 3973 to 4.003.. 
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Cyrenius made governor of Syria + And Coponius Soverior of Fudea, fent along with him. 
levies atax: The Fews murmur atit, but Foazar keeps thene quiet. Fudas, 
la, aud Sadducus, a Pharifee, commit. horrible outrages, 

Lhe fruit of innovations. . 


temple burnt to the ground. 


YRENIUS was at 'this time 
fent governor by Cefar into Sy- 
riae He was a man of eminent 
fame; 2 Roman fenator, and 
one that had pafs’d through all 
pea the degrees and offices of ho- 
nour, up to the dignity of aconful. Coponius, 
who commanded the horfe, went along with 
him, as governor of Judea; but Judea being 
already annexed to Syria, it was Cyrenius’s 
Province to tax and afiefs thofe people, and 


Cyrenius po- 
vernor of Sy- 
rity and cen- J 
for of the tax. 





opp hee CF 


Cyrenius Ie- 
Vies a tax, and 
feizes the ef- 


tates of Ar- : Pe 
chelaus, to make feizure of the monics and moveables 
of Archelaus. : Pa ctack 

TI Tue Jewsat firft exprefs’d their diflike of 
ne Jews eons Restle 

murmur, but this way of affeffing; but betwixt the perfua- 

powar the fion and authority of the high-pricft_ Joazar, 

eee ict the fon of Boethus, they were prevail’d upon 


to fubmit_ and comply without any farther 
trouble. There arofe foon after this, one Ju- 
das, a Gaulanite, of the city of Gamala; who 
together with one Sadducus ‘a Pharifce, in- 


Uren, 
"hide: a Gau- 
lanite of Ga- 
malayand Sad- 


ucusa Pha- > " 

Fife, Meus veigled the people -into a revolt. ‘ Taxes, 
the people to 6 ey faid) were only marks of flavery, and 
“rebellion. ¢€ therefore the whole nation fhould do well 


-dations, 


Oyrenius 
& Gaulanite of Gama- 
under the colour of a common good. The 
Fudas and Sadducus frart a fourth fed. 


to ftand up for an univerfal liberty ; and one 
lucky hit Would make them free and cealy 
for ever, and advance them in their reputa- 
tion, as well as fecure them in their poffef- 
fions : But in order to eifeét this, they were 
*¢ toftickle for themfelves, and ftand up in their 
“* own defence, otherwife they could not ex 
“* pect the affiftance of heaven,” Be 
‘Turs evil counfel difpos’d the multitude, 
who liftened to it with eager cars, to attempt 
the commiffion of all forts of mifchief and out= 
rage 5 and it isnot to beexprefs’d, the havock 
thefe. turbulent incendiaries made in the -na- 
tion: What with murders, robberies, déepre= 
without diftinétion:of friend or foes 
aflaffinates, maflacres, and what not? under 
a pretext all this while, of advancing thecom- 
mon good of liberty and property; and no- 
thing at laft but paffion and private interct in 
the bottom. And at, the. fame time, while 
the citizens were tearing one another to pieces 
at home with a civil war in their own ‘bowels, 
a foreign war upon them from abroad; and a 
terrible famine to encounter over and above 5 


5U nothing 


Horrible out 
rages, under 
pee of li- 
erty, pro- 
perty, and 
the common 


good, 


Wars and : 


famine. - 
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nothing could yet put a ftop to the outrageous 

courfe they were in, of blood and defolation 5 
The temple tillthe fire, in the conclufion, laid hold of the 
burnt to the holy temple icfelf. 


Capes of . THis was the fruit of hankering after new 
innovations W's and cuftoms, and quitting ettablith’d foun- 
Judasand dations. And Judas and Sadducus, out of a 


Sadducus tart capricious fingularity of humour, would needs 

Adouecs ARC Be fuperadding 2 fourth feét to the three for- 
mer; by which bait of innovation, they drew 
ina mighty party cothem, and not only prov’d 
the occalion of a prefent confufion, but laid 
the foundation of greater mifchiefs to come. 
Wheretore ic would not be amifsto fay fome- 
Whatin chis place of thofe pernicious ‘opinions 
and principles that have wrought us. all this 
wos. ; 








CHAP. II. 


The Pharifees pra&ices and opinions. Men of 
creat reputation with the pecple. Ti be way of 
the Sadducees. The Effines; their doGrine, 
courle of liteand government. A fourth feF for 
acfelute I:kerty, that owns no fuperior Lut God. 


HERE were of old three famous feéts 

of religion among the Jews. The E{- 
fenes, the Sadducees, and thofe that they call’d 
Pharifees. I fhall touch upon them again, in 
the fecond book ef my wars of the Jews; 
theugh it will not be improper to fay fome- 
what of them alfo in this place. 

Tue Pharifees manner of lite is fimple and 
auftcre, without any Iuxurious delicacies. 
They make a confcience of keeping clofe to 
the dictates of their reafon, and pay fuch a 
veneration to the counfels of their elders, that 
they hearken to them without any contradic- 
tion of controul. They afcribe all things to 
fate; but not fo, as abfolurely to exclude free 
will neicher: for though all things are done, 
they fay, by God’s order and appointment ; 
this docs not yet hinder the concurrence of the 
will, in cafes chat have a regard either to 
gocd or evil. They believe the immortality 
ef the foul, and afuture ftate of rewards and 
puniihments in another world: The wicked 
to: be condemn’d to perpetual chains and dark- 
nefs, and the good to rife again with comfort. 
By thefe dot¢trines they have advanced them- 
felves toa mighty reputation among the peo- 
ple; and all things are done in the folemn of- 
fices of prayer and divine worfhip, according 
to their fenfe and prefcription: Such is the ve- 
neration the people have for the wifdom, tem- 
Men of great pcrance and integrity of thefe men. 

Pe ine peo. 2 #ESadducezs onthe other hand, holdthat 
Is.» our bodies and fouls die together; and that 
Fhe wayof we have no other obligation upon us than to 


The Phari- 
tes practices 
and opinions. 


the Saddu-  pbferve the law: Infomuch, that they value 

ie themfelves upon a right they have to difpure 
the higheft points with their teachers. Thefe 
people are not many in number, bur for the 
moit pare men of quality, and matters go fel- 
dem their way; for when they come once to 
bear offices, how unwillingly foever, they are 
fore’d to go over in a contormity to the Pha- 
sifees; for the common people will not fuffer 
it to be otherwife. 

The Effenes. Tue Etfenes afcribe the government of the 

Their opi- _ world to God’s providence without any excep- 

rte ae tion. ‘They hold theimmortality of the foul ; 


government, 20d celebrate juftice, both in practice anddoc- 


trine, asthe fovercign virtue. They fend their 
gitts to the temple, without going thither 
themfelves ; for they offer their facrifices a- 
part, in a peculiar way of worfhip, and with 
more religious ceremonies. As to their con- 
verfation, they are men of excellent morals; 
and their whole bufinefs is husbandry. They 
are eminent for their juftice, beyond cither 
Greeks or Barbarians, as a virtue thac hath been 
a long time their application and ftady. Their 
goods are allin common, without zny dif. 
tinction of rich and poor among them. “They 
have neither wives, nor fervants; for they look 
upon the one as an encroachment upon the na- 
tural liberty of mankind, and the ocher as a 
circumftance that carrics trouble and uneafi- 
nefs along with it: So that they chute rather 
by amutual exchange of good offices to help 
one another. This is their way of life, and 
they reckon themfclves to be upward of four 
thoufand fouls in this fociety. Their treafu- 
rers. and commiflaries are men of integrity, 
chofen from among thcir priefts; and itis their 
care to make provifion out of the fruits of the 
earth for the feeding and maintaining of the 
whole body. They live upon the main, much 
at the rate of the Plifti among che -Dacians. 

Tr: founder of the fourth feét of religion A fourth 4 

was Judas Galileus, and this was much the forabrolute 
{ame with that of the Pharifces, faving only rs 
in the maxim of an uncontroulable liberty; no bene 
= ; Y > no king or 
tor they own no other lord and fuperior chan mafer, bur 
God himfelf, and will rather expofe them- God. 
felves and their deareft relations to the moftex- 
quifite of torments, than call any man by the 
name of mafter, But this is fo known a truth 
pon Very day’s obf{ervation and experience, 
that ic will need no farther confirmation; be- 
fide that all that can be faid of it will fall in- 
finitely fhort of expreffing the invincible con- 
ftancy of thefe people, in the contempt of pain: 
And this animofity was yet farther inflamed, 
by the infupportable cruelties of Geffius Flo- 
rus, the governor of Judea, which ended at 
laf in a downright revole trom the Romans, 
And this is all I have to fay of their fects. 








CHAP. II, 


Oyrenius fells Archelaus’s effate, €2c. Fltrod aud 
Philip fettled in their tetrarchy. Herod fortifies 
Sephoris aud Betaranphtha: He beautifies Pa- 
leas, €2c. He enlarges Bethfaida, €8¢. The 
Samaritais prophane the kely temple. Coponitus 
returns to Rome; and Marcus Ambivius fuc- 
ceeds him. The death of Salome. Rufus fuc- 
ceeds Ambivius. Auguftus dies, and Nero fuc- 
ceeds him, €2c. Ananus remeved, and Ifinael fitc~ 
ceeds him. Eleaxar comes after Ifmael: Simor, 
after Eleazar, €8¢. Gratus returus, and Pilate 

Succeeds him, 8c. Herod cut off by a confpira- 
cy. An embaffy tochufe one of the hoftages for 
king. Vonones beats Artabanus into Media. 
Vonones totally routed. Fle fiics into Armenia. 
Cefar refufes to affift him, Esc. He is received by 
Syllanus. Antiochus, the king of Coniagena, 
diets A difpute about the fornz of government. 
Germanicus fent to compofe the controverfy, and 


he is poifon’d by Pytho. 
FTER Cyrenius had made fale of the Cyrenius fll 
forfeited goods and eftate of Archelaus, archelaus’s 
'and fettled a tax accarding to hisorder; which eftate. 


Rap- 


Chap. ILI. 


happen’d in the thirty feventh year after the 
battle of Aétium, wherein Cefar got rhe bet- 
ter of Anthony, the people broke out into a 
tumult againft Joazar the high-prieft, and Cy- 
renius depos’d him from his dignity, fubfti- 
tuting Ananus, the fon of Scth, to fuccced in 
his place. 
Herod and Herop and Philip, being now fertled in 
Philip fettled their tetrarchics, put all things in the beft or- 
in thelr der they could. The former began with the 
marchY’  fortifying and walling in of Sephoris, which 
he made the bullwark and the capital of all 
Herod forti- Galilee 5 and after that, he fortify’d another 
fiesSephoriss town alfo, which at that time was called Be- 
bree taraphtha; but he changed the name after- 
ward to Julias, in honour of the emprefs. Phi- 
lip, for his part, beautify’d and enlarged Pa- 
Icas at the head of the river Jordan, and gave 
it the name of Cefarea; and fo for the village 
Ye enlarges Of Bethfaida upon the bank of the lake of Ge- 





Bethfsida,  nezareth ; he built ic up to the bulk and ap- 
and calls if Hearance of amagnificent city; enrich’d and 
Jultas. peopled it, giving it the name alfo of Julias, 
out of a refpect to Julia, the daughter of 
Cefar. 
In the time As for Coponius, who was fent (as we faid) 
ofCoponitss with Cyrenius into Judea, there happen’d this 
the Samari- f = A 
tans pro- difordcer while he was there in his government. 
hane the It is ufual for the priefts upon the teaft of un- 


oly temple. leavened bread, or, as we callit, the pafchal 
feaft, to open the doors of the temple after 
midnight. Now there was a company of Sa- 
maritans that ftole privately into Jerufalem; 
and waiting for the opening of the doors, ftept 
immediately into the temple, and threw dead 
men’s bones about into the galleries, and eve- 
ry where up and down. The prieft took this 
infolence for a warning ; and after that, kept 
a better guard. 

Coponius a little after this returning to 
Rome, Marcus Ambivius fucceeded him to 
the government: in whofe time died Salome, 


Coponius re- 
turns to 
Rome, and 


ane Gee the fifter of Herod, and left to Julia over and 
ceedshim. above her toparchy, the city of Jamnia, Pha- 
The death felis upon the plain, and Archelais, with fe- 
of Salome. eral plantations of palm-trees, that bear moft 
excellent fruit. 
AnniusRu- | Anwnius Rufus fucceeded Ambivius; and 
fusfucceeds jn his time, Auguitus departed this life. He 
Ambivius. was the fecond of the Roman emperors, and 
dhe death ruled the common-wealth fifty feven years, 
of Augultus. oe 
fix months, and two days; having ‘been for 
fourteen years of the time a partner and com- 
panion with Anthony in the goverment; and 
upon the whole, his age was feventy feven 
Bak ears. 
Noe Tiserrus Nero, his fon-in-law, and the 
cedshim. fon of Livia his wife, fucceeded Auguftus, 


: being the third emperor of the Romans. He 
ValerisasGra- fent Valerius Gratus, to be governor of Judea 
Us, Pover- 
nor of Judea, 
Ananus re- 


from the pontificate, putting Ifrael the fon of 
moved, and Fabius in his 


place ; who was foon after de- 


Hineel high- os’d, ‘and the honour transfer’d to Eleazar 
Pace IS the fon of Ananus the high-prieft: and it was 
Hien taken from him in one year more too, and 


comes after given to Simon the fon of Camith; who af- 
fnael. ter another year, was commanded to deliver 


Sin > f 
pee q it up to Jofeph, whofe firname was Caiaphas. 
fromSimon Gratus having been now eleven years in his 


to Jofeph(or government, went back to Rome, and Pon- 
Cstaphas)” gins Pilate fucceeded him. 


: * Phraates in the verfion of Epiphanius Scholafticus, 


the Antiquities of the Jews. 























‘inftead of Annius Rufus, and remov’d Ananus ; 
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Herop the tetrarch was now in great fa- Herod in fa- 
vour with Tiberius, and ereéted a city to his Your with 
honour by the name of Tiberias. He buile ic Pe 

z uildsa 
upon the beft fpot of ground in all Galilce, city, and calls 
on the bank of the lake of Genezareth, and it Tiberias. 
not far from ene pee baths at Emmaus. ‘This 
city was peopled, partly by ftrangers, partl 
by Galiléancs fore were Pain eo lee nate 
upon force, and feveral of the better fort took 
up their habitation there upon choice. And 
for the peopling of it fo much the fooner, 
there came a multitude thither from all quar- 
ters, and of all forts, even down to men of 
the meaneft condition ; and fevcral of them 
fufpected to be flaves: but for their greater en- 
couragement to fix and fettle there, he gave Encourages 
them very confidcrable privileges and immu- the peopling 
nitics ; houfes to fome, and lands to others, °F it. 
to make the violation of the laws go down fo 
much the better; for the place being full of 
fepulchres, and polluted with dead-bodies, the 
inhabitants are accounted unclean for feven 
days after. 

Puraartes, the king of the Parthians, was Phraates 
at this time treacherouf y murder’d by his fon murder'd by 
* Phraataces : and the manner of it was this, bis = RoE 
hraates, among other prefents that were fene “““"" 
him by Cefar, had an Italian woman for one, 
whofe name was Thermufa. He took her at 
firft in the quality of a Concubine, but came 
in time to be fo charm’d with her beauty and 
converfation, that having one fon by her whofe 
name was Phraataces, he took her tohislawful 
bed, having other legitimate children of his 
own already. This Thermufa had fo great an 
afcendant over the king that fhe cou’d per- 
fwade him to any thing fhe pleas’d; where= 
upon fhe form’d a defign to put her fon in a 
way to be king of Parthia; but this fhe faw 
could not poffibly be cffeéted without firft fend- 
Ing the legitimate fons out of the way: fo 
fhe mov’d her husband in it, and ic was done 
for the asking ; fo abfolute was the dominion 
fhe had over the temper of that man. The 
young men being fent away to Rome for ho- 
ftages, Phraataces was train’d up at home a- 
lone to an expeétancy of the kingdom. But 
it was fo tedious a thing, he thought, for him 
to wait for a crown in reverfion, that he cn- 
ter’d into a confpiracy with his mother to 
fhorten the bufinefs, by taking away the life 
of his father, which was accordingly done ; and 
he more than fufpeéted alfo of an inceftuous 
familiarity with that lewd woman: but Phra- 
ataces made himfelf fo odious to the people, 
both for the parricide and for the inceft, that 
before he couid come to enter upon the go- phe on de- 
vernment, he was driven out by a tumult, and ftroy'd by a- 
fo perifh’d. tamale, 
Now the Parthian nobility, confidering that 
there was no living for them without a king, 
and refolving with themfelves not to fet any 
prince upon the throne, but of the family of 
the Arfacide (the blood of Phraates being al- 
ready fufficiently tainted by the lufts of this 
beaftly woman ;) they fent embafladors with The Parthi- 
an invitation to Herod; who was, ’tis true, ans defite 
of the royal line, but fo hateful withal to the oes 
a go- 
multitude, for the untra€table outrageous cru-yernmene 
elty of his naturc, that a band of confpirators perod cyt 
fet upon him, and kill’d him; the Parthians off by acon+ 
never going without their fwords. Some fay fpiracy. 





the 
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the exceution was done at a facrifice or a ban- 
quet; but the mott received account is, that 
he was Kill’d a hunting. 
Anembaly Upon this, they fent an embafly to Rome, 
recommend- defiring one of ths Parthian hottages tor their 
tng.onc of king, to fupply the prefent vacancy; and 
their ho- : , see + 
(esas making choice of Vonones before the refit 
% of the brothers, he was recommended as a 
prince worthy of the honour that was now 
-offer'd him, in the command of two of the 
mott glorious cmpircs upon the face of the 
carth, (the Roman, that is, and the Parthian.) 
‘But the Parthians being naturally fickle and 
haughty, quickly repented of their choice. 
Their itomachs were too big to truckle to a 
flave, they faid, for fo they tranflated the 
word hoftage, and upbraided him at every 
turn with the reproach of that appellation : 
tor this was not a king, they faid, impos’d 
upon them by any law of arms, but a {can- 
dalous condition of a fhameful peace. In 
this -heat of indignation, they fent for Arta- 
They dif:ke banus, who wasthen king of the Medes, and of 
the word ho- the blood of the Arfacide, who was catily 
eee Prevail’d upon, and came prefently with a 
tivanus,  Confiderable army. Vonones engag’d him, and 
nus beat him back again into Media; the genera~ 
yand lity of the Parthians ftanding as yet firm to 
_ their duty; but Artabanus being in a fhort 
“time reinforced, gaye a notable overthrow to 
vo- Yenones in a fecond battle, fo that he had 
ei. Much ado with fome few horfe to fave himfelf 
in Scleuciaz. Artabanus, taking advantage of 
the contternation the Barbarians were in, prefs'd 
upon the purfuit with a terrible flaughter, and 
fo betcok himfelf to Ctefiphon with his con- 
fies Quering army. This aétion put him in pof- 
icilion of the kingdom of Parthia. Vonones 
in the mean time fled into Armenia, with a 
project in his head to make himfelf matter 
there; foliciting Cefar alfo at the fame time 
by an embafli¥ to affiit him in his defign; but 
Whether it was that the emperor fufpedcted his 
courage 3 or that he himfelf was atraid of 
difobliging the Parthians, who then threaten’d 
2 war upon him, Tiberius abfolutely ftood off, 
and would net meddle in the mattcr. This 
Vovones ho- repulfe deftroy’d all Vononcs’s hopes ; cfpeci- 
'yre- ally finding that the great men of Armenia 
that border’d upon Niphates, fided all with 
Artabanus. So that in the conclufion, he de- 
liver’d himfelf up to Syllanus the governor 
ef Syria, who out of a refpeét to former ac- 
quaintance with him at Rome, gave him a 
very honourable reception and entertainment. 
Artabanus, being now at cafe, made his fon 
Orodes king of Armenia. 

Tuere happen’d about that time, upon the 
death of Antiochus king of Comagena, a con- 
troverfy betwixt the lords and commons, the 
former were for reducing the kingdom into 
the ftate of a province, and the other for be- 
ing under a king ftill, as they were betore. 
Upon this difpuce, Germanicus was order’d 
away into the caft by a decree of the fenate 










no: 





. : tbeelidde 








be 
foot tocume 


Pore tor the compofing of this dillerence, and for- 
Coe tune improv’d this occafion to the ruin of that 
Heaiots  ¢xecllene prince: for after he had fertled and 


quictcd ailuirs in Syria, he was poifon’d b 
a practice of Pifo, as we fhall fet forth clfe- 
where. 


rac mutter, 
snd ts poi- 
jon'd by 
Pity, 




















































CHAP. IV. 


Standards fet up in pee with Cefar's image 
upon thent, €8c. Pilate demands money out of 
the holy treafiry, 3c. Fofeph’s teftimony. of Fe- 
Sus Chyiff. “ Decius Mundus falls in love with 
Paulina, and in defpair, refolves to kill bim- 
Self. Ide undertakes to bring: it..about, and: 
concerts the matter with the'priefts of Is, The 
prieft gives, ber an invitation from the God Ante 
bis, aad puts one upon her. for. the other, Adun- 
dus twits her for it. The pricft.and Ide are 


cricify’d, and the temple of ts is. pull'd.down. 
ILATE the. governor of Judea, ‘upon 
Pp the removal .of certain troops from Ce- 
farea to their winter-quarters. in Jcrufalem, 
brought feveral ftandards into the city with 
the image of Cefar upon them, to the icandal up iv Jeru- 
of the Jewith laws, which. exprefsly.:prohibit falem with 
the ufe of fuch figurcs; and for this reafon it CeMr'sim- 
was that no former governors ever ‘brought 7? 
colours with pictures npon them into this’ city 
before. Pilate was the firft thar ever tran{- 
ercf{s’d this rule; and they were byoughr into 
the town by ftealth too, and there planted: in 
the dead of the night, when. no, bady,.was 
aware of them But when the.citizens came 
to take notice of them the next morning, they . 
gather’d together in. gréat multitudes, ‘and 
went their way to Pilate at Cefatrcay with.a The Jens 
petition for the removal of thofe images . to petition 
{ome other place. After feveral days waiting, againtt them, 
and Pilate till refufing, upon a pretext ,that Pilate denies 
it was a réqueft not to,be granted ‘without -an ss aa 
affront to Cefar, they still periifted in. their perfitt. 
importunitics , but the governor, dt Jatt, “apon Pilate lays an 
the feventh day of the tons attendance, com- #mbuhh for 
manded a party of foldiers to be, priyately {r¢™ 
a. : wm Priva gives the 
ready in their arms, where he appointed.them, word to cut 
and theréupon mounted a tribunal. that he had them to 
caufed to be ercéted in the Circus, as a, place pieces unlefs 
the moft commodious for a furprize ;. the. peo- BOSE: 
ple préffing him over and over ftill, about the 
fame bufinefs, till Pilate ‘at laft gave a fignal 
to the foldiers to advance and furround then, 
order’d them immediately to cut all their 
throats; if in that inftant they fhould not eves 
ry man depart to his own home and be quict : 
but the Jews caft themfelves all flat upon the 
ground, and. ftretching gut their necks, gave 
to underftand that their very lives were not 
fo dear to them as the: laws of their country. 
This wonderful conftancy wrought fo far up- 
on Pilate, that he prefently canted the images Upon this, 
to be carry’d back. again from Jcrafalem ‘to the images 
Ccfarea. - ng cope acmnoy 
Prrate being now‘upon a defign of brings Pilate de- 
ing an aqueduct %e Jeratuleen, fein two: hue Bue ee 
dred * furlongs off fromthe city, demanded holy treafury 
moncy out of the holy, treafury to defray, the for an eque- 
charge of the work., ‘The people took this {6 a cets 
heinoufly, that they got fevcral thoufands of pune neo 
them in a body together,. to stry, What- might tumult. 
be done by multitude’ and, clamour, ta divert 
him from his purpote. Some there: were in 
this rabble (as it falls out.commonly.in popu- S 
lar confufions) that. gave Pilate Seeabal proe 
vocations, with foal anguage: infamuch,phat 
he order’d a certain number of foldicrs.to pur... 
themfelves in’a ring about the multituda, with: 


Standards fer 


The ane 
peremprori. 
rofafee : 


* Two hundred furlongs amounted to twenty five miles and three litindred geometrical paces ; that is, fifty: paces 


above cwenty five miles and a quarter Englih meafure. 


cluba 
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clubs under theit coats,. in the habit‘of ‘coun’ 

try-fellows ; telling. them :what they were to 

do, upon-his giving the word, in-cafe of any 

further zeviling or 'reprodch. -The'rabble went 

on:with-their ribdldry; and the word ‘being 

given;!the:foldiers' fell. on with their clubs, 

_ and. went ‘in :trath. beyond their. commiffion 

' tooy for the innocent! efeap’d no better -than-the 

guiley:,.‘The encounter, ‘in fine,: was'fo uine-: 

qual, betwixt :ment.with :weapons: on. the one: 

fide, ‘andinaked: then on ‘the; other; ‘that : che: 

The foldiers Jews were fome killed ;. others wounded: and: 

difperfe them difpers’d, and fo an end put to the tumult. 

The author’s AT the fame time there “Was one -feftis,-a- 

witimony of Wifeman, if one may, juftly- ftile him’ a man. 

JefusChritt. Fle was a great worker of miracles, and a 

teacher: of' thofe that were curious. and ‘dcfir= 

ous,to learn the truth; and he had a: great ma- 

ny. followers, both Jews and Gentiles.:.:“Fhis 

was the’Chrift that. was accafed by the:princes 

and great: men ‘of. \our-nation. . Pilate. ideli- 

ver'd him. up to the crofs ; and: notwithftand- 

ing-all this, thofe that. lov’d. him. at ‘firft did 

not. forfake him... He was feen alive-again the 

third day after his crucifixion, ashad.-been 

foretold by. feveral.prophets ; with other -won- 

ders .that.he wrought;: and there are:a fort of 

people that to this:day bear the name of Chri- 
ftians,as owning him. for their head... 

Axzour the fame time there was another 

misfortane befel the Jews, and likewife a mott 

{candalous.paflage difcover’d at Romé, ‘upon 

occafion of: a facrifice: to Tfis; but-I:fhall be- 

gin with this, and proceed afterward t6.what 

: concerns ‘the Jews. : There.was at.Riome ‘one. 

f Paulina the . Paulina, a. woman no -lefs. eminent ‘for-her’ 

j wife of Satur- virtue, than fhe was for her birth ;. rich; love= 

gj tinus,alady Ly; ‘arid in. the‘ very blaom:of youth and: béau-; 

ofunfpotte ty 3» and::withal of a’modefty beyond excep- 

I Decius Mun- tion... She . was. marry’d. to. one:Saturninus,: a. 

j dusfallsin husband well deferving.of: fuch a wife sand: 

f lovewithher: oné. Decids Mundus, a Roman knighr,. and. in 

the prime.of ‘his age, was fallén defperatcly 

in lové. with her. . This Paulina being..a -per- 

fon aboye the temptation of money or prefents, 

the young man.was the more enflam’d. by the 

defpair of gaining her ;, but proceeded ‘fo; far 

however as.to offer her two hundred-4 thou-. 

fand: drachma’s for only one. night’s. lodging. 

‘When he found this would not do. arid that 

thé: rage of his love grew more and -more: in- 

tolerable, he took up a refolution-of :putting 

an-end both to his pailion,. and to -his life.to-’ 

f andindefpair gether, by ftarving -himfclf ‘There was one 

| refolves to Tie, ,airecd ‘woman belonging to the, father of 

Geis Mundus, of a cunning and intriguing temper, 

| ing notice of @NG-one that underftood. more tricks;than were’ 

his paffion, for her:eredic. This woman faw what he.was 

| bids him about;‘ and: finding that.there was no taking. 

| Popethe bet. oF him off by the force of argument and irca 

fon, fhe. want another way. to work by wheed- 

ling.and encouraging him up.to hope:the, bett ; 

* fordhe, did not yet defpair, the faid): rte 

i 


sand having firft {worn them to fecrecy ; and Ide concerts 
which is more,fecur’d thémbfd teward of twene the mateer 
ty five thoafand drachma’s down in hand, and Sein? Prist 




























‘as many more when the Work was done; fhe 
told theii‘thé buGnefs “Of:thé amour, and ‘oft 
carneftly beg’d their affiitancé toward the bik ig- 
‘Ing the young ‘man and: hit ‘miftrefs.tépetHer. 
The: charis ‘of the Mote} were, ‘ftrong “dnd 
tempting, fo that they promis’d fair sand" the 
'éldeft ofthe company went prefently t6'Pan- ee 
lina; where being admitéed;"he told her'in a Tbe Priett 
se a eK oe Dy ben et ge ty eae ™ carries Pauli- 
iP¥ivate audience, ‘that he camiéwith‘aimeflage ancinvitation 
‘ftom the god Anubis,‘ who was fallen extreme- from the god 
yin love" with - her, ahd the: nuit néeds give’ Anubis. 
chim ‘a -vific. She ‘made! the ‘meflenger very - 
| welcome,’ and: was fo ‘elated with‘ the Honoiir,’ 
that*thé could not forbear boafting of ic dmong: 
iher {hée-companions,: how: great a -kindnefs the: 
igod Anubis had for her. * She alfo aéquainted’ 
;her husband with it ‘too 3: and that the affigna~- 
‘tion “was already pafs’d for them to: eat, ‘and’ . 
lic’ together :“Which thégood man was Well” 
enough pléas’d : Withal, confidering thé ‘proof 
jhe-hadiof his’ wife’s infuperable and inviolable’ 
Virtue. «Pailina,: in“ purfuance of this ‘fancy;’ . 
Went into‘the temple ;' where} .after fuppor; ae’ 
‘bout, fleeping’ time, : the -was Hock?d up’ by one: 
of thepriefis;:and -in'thé atl ‘encounter’ds ‘it - 
feems, Mundus’ inftead?iof: Anubis, int Whole. sr, . orient 
‘arms fhelay all thac‘nigheds making no: doubr 2. Get. 
all: the inwhile,. but? the “had!:fpent her. time.in’ Mundus in 
the enibraces of a god.i-Mundus ileft her the: ftead of A- 
-next morning before’ the priotts:got upthat were MUbis. |, 
privy:to the: plot, and:Paulina went back in! 
ithe morning to her hushandj big. withthe: |“ 
tory of this'divine encounter; ‘and the women: 
-after:that; had the fecorid part of it: in. mott? 
:Maghificent terms,: "The café.was fo ‘extraor-i 
‘dinary that:they could hardly believe its: and: | - 
-yet7Paulina?s modefty. on:the‘other hand; was? 
fo untainted thac:they:knew:not how to: doubt: 
it.neither,: Upon the ‘third day after this fact: 
| Was committed, it was Mandus’s hap to meét.. 
‘his miftrefs. : O -Paulina!-fays. he, how:much Mundustwits. 
:am I beholden to you for ‘faving me the’ two‘Paulina afters: 
‘hundred ' thoufand.:drachma’s that: I. would ward with the 
have given :you,: ce! my: Will-ofMiltike. 
you-neverthelefs. Wihat!do I care -whethér. 
“you loverMundus, :or no; fo long as:you will: 
‘do the fame:thing for me in the name: of ‘Anu-) 
bis! Wich thefe words he: went -his-iway.> 
‘When the woman camic to refleét tipon it, how’ 
fhe wastrepann’d, fhetore hér garments j.chr-: 
ry’dithe whole hiftory to:lcr husband, :dnd:, 
begg’d himy as ‘ever:he shad any love, for Ahery.. st sub 
not to futfer.fo impious ‘an. indignity «to: pafs. eS 
unpunith’d. ‘The husband reprefented the:inate The husband 
ter to: Tiberius 3; who, ‘upon‘a full inquiry.and inctitions ‘Ti... 
Anformation;: caus’d_ thofe holy: impoftors: the:: erius for jut 
pricfts,ito:.be crucified;:itogether:. with: Tio, tice os 
the authorefs.and invenerefs'of the plotjand the ley dlies tes 
main inftrument in the infamy of this svixtVous terucify'd and 
woman; .He commanded the temple of; fis; tOttheir. remple.- 
Paulina into his arms;.and:thac: the beligy’d.a | be :pull’d: down, and her. ftarue tobe ,.theown pull'd down, | - 
prefent of fifty thoufand * drachma’smight;do'! into the ;Tyber ; but contented himfekf;, with, beh ae 
the worki: ‘Mundus’: was-abundantly-fatisfy’d: ' the; banifiiment ‘of Mundus, :as:ai: young many as 
He gives her with the propofal, and ‘gave her. the. moncy the | that, was‘overborn by the force of ann dnvincls, | 
hand sonra Aclired cht that was not the way fhe. knew.to ble: paffion... (Let this fuffice’ for ithe ory oF: 
the bringin deal with Paulina: So.thatrefle ing: upon, it, | Ifig voAnd I Shall come now, to what 1 promis dy, 
itubour,” how'paffionate a reverence the had forthe god- of the’ miferable calamitics of the Jews;.that 
defs . Ifis, the had..recourfe- to. this Invention: ‘liv’d at Rome in that revolution...” 
She got together. feveral of the pricits of Ifis, | ; 
+ ‘Two hundred thoufind drachma's amounted to about five thoufind eight hundred pounds of our moncy. 
. ™ Fifty thoufind drachma’s amounted to about one thoufand four hundred and mY pounds of Hoglith x 
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CHAP. V. 


Profligate Fews fet up for doctors. The women 
follow them. “They gather money for the teni- 
ple, and then keep it to themfelves. Saturniq= 
nus complains of it to Tiberius. The Fews 
are all banife’d upon it. A Saniaritan inipo- 
Sfior. Tirathaba befeg'd. Pilate cuts them to 
pieces. Lhe Samaritans excufe themfelves to 
Vitellius. Adarcellus made governor of Fudea, 
and Pilate fismmoned before Cefar. 

ae ERE was a certain Jew, one of the 

wickedeft wretches upon the face of the 
earth, thac was forc’d to fly his country to 
avoid the ftroke of publick ue: This man 
pafs’d at Rome in thofe days for a kind of 

Rabbi, in concert with three more of the 

Four profi- fame ftamp and cabal: and thefe four held 
gare Jews ter forth for readers and expofitors upon the laws 
of Mofes. By this pretence, they gain’d fe~ 
ae veral difciples, and among others, one Fulvia, 
The woren 2 Woman of quality and confcience, and one 
followthem, Who had embraced the Jewith religion. . This 
sd one Ful- woman having deliver’d herfelf up to their 
via g004 authority and difcipline, was by them pre- 
wontan . 7 : 

amonethe Vail’d upon to fend oblations of gold and pur- 
reft. — ple to the holy temple at Jerufalem, which 
They gather trom time to time they converted to their own 
hermoney ufe, as they ever intended it. When this abufe 



































up for doc- 
tors of the 


i onus came to be made known to Tiberius, by his 
it rothem-  triend Saturninus, in a complaint againft them, 
felves. by the * inftigation of his wife Fulvia, he 
Saturninus | commanded all the Jews forthwith to depart 


complains of 
this to Tihe- 
ris. 


the city. There were four thonfand foldiers 
enter’d upon the Conful’s roll, and fent awa 
for Sardinia; befide a vaft number of thofe 
The Jews are that made a confcience of bearing arms, be- 
ailbsrifh’d caufe of their religion; and thefe were put to 
be ricvous torments: fo that for the fake of four 

itious hypocrites, the Jews were all ba- 

ifh’d to a man. 

Awnp the Samaritans were not without their 
troubles too; for there was at that time a 
certain impoftor who made no fcruple to in- 
vent lyes and fantaftical ftorics to draw the 
rabble together ; and this fellow gave it out, 
thar if the people would but meet at mount 
Garizin, a facred place in the efteem of the 
country thereabouts, he would undertake to 
fhew them the holy vefiels which Mofes had 
caufed to be bury’d there fo long fince. Thefe 
credulous fools betook themfelves to their. 
arms, and befieged Tirathaba, waiting for 
others to come in and join them, and fo to 
march up the mountain together with a con- 
fiderable army. But Pilate prevented them, 
and with a ftrong body of horfe and foor pre- 
poffefs’d the mountain, whence they made a 
charge among the Samaritans that were got- 
ten together about the village, routed and 
killed great numbers of them ; took, and car- 


A Samariran 
impoftor, 





Pilate cuts 7 3 

them to ry’d away a multitude of prifoners; and for 
pieces. thofe among them that were of intereft or qua- 
TheSama-_ lity, Pilate ftruck off their heads. The prin- 


peace cipal men of the Samaritans, apply’d them- 
themfelys. felves upon. this defeat to Vitcllius, a perfon 
andtum ir. Of confular dignity, and at that time gover- 
upon Pilare. nor of Syria, with a complaint againft Pilate ; 

and charging him with murder. For they 


infifted upon it, that their meeting at‘Tiratha- 

ba was no defeétion from the Romans, but the 

feeking for a refuge for themfelves againft the 
violence of Pilate. Vitellius, upon this, :fent Marcellss 
his friend Marcellus to take charge of. the made gover. 
government of Judea,.and order’d Pilate to nor of Jude 
Rome, to anfwer before Cefar the accufations 4 Pi ale 
that were exhibited againft him. He had now peat 
been ten years in his government; and upon : 
this order which he.cou’d not difobey, put 

himfelf upon a journey to Rome; but Tibe-~ 

tius dy’d before he got thither. 





CHAP. VI. 


The Jews very civil to Vitellius ; who eafes them 
of feveral duties, and puts the prices in pof- 
Seffion. of the pontifical robes as before. Fiyrca- 
nus builds a cafile, aud lays them up there, €8c. 
Caiaphas removed, and fonathan put in bis 
place. Vitellius makes a league with Artaba- 
nus. Vitellius tampers the Iberians and Ala 
nians againft him, Sc. Armenia totally loft. 
Artabanus betray d, but reinforced, and reco- 
vers bis kingdom. 4 treaty betwixt Tiberius 
and Artabanus, upon the Eupbrates. Darits 
fent in boftage, €3c. Vitellius returns to Anti- 
och. Ferod and Tiberius anticipate Vitelhius, 
&8e. : ‘ 


V ‘ITELLIUS went into Judea, and fo The Te 
to Jerufalem, (this being at the feaft of Ft Rone 

the paflover, as we call it) where he was re- with great 

ceived with great honour ; and very gracioufly refpect. 

remitted to the inhabitants the whole duty He remits& 

upon fruits. He reftor’d to the pricfts alfo fothems 

the keeping of the pontifical robes and habits puts the 

in the temple again, as they had them of old, prieftsin 

being as then depofited in the caftle of Anto- Poffeffion of 

nia upon this occafion. obec us fre 
Hyrcanus the high-prieft, and the firft of merly. 

that name, having buile himfelf a tower near Hyrcanus 

the temple, fpent the greateft part of his time pale a 

there ; keeping in his own cuftody, the ponti-iciuy 

fical ftole and ornaments, that no body ‘was there. 

to ufe but himfelf: and upon changing of his: 

habit, he ftill laid up his facred veftments in 

that caftle, as his fucceflors for a long time 

after did the like. But Herod, upon his come 

ing to the crown, was fo well pleas’d with 

the fituation of this fort, both for ftrength and 

beauty, that he put himfelf to a mighty ex- 

penfe for the farther improvement of it, and 

call’d it by the name of Antonia, in honour of 

Anthony his particular friend. In this caftle Herod gives 

he found the holy ftole, and there he kept ic, this ae 

upon an opinion, that the having that in his ti. 

poffeffion, fhould thereby the more eafily keep ath 

the Jews in awe. Archclaus, his fon and fuc- He ee : 

ceffor, did the fame thing too, and upon the hee and 

fame confideration; and fo did the Romans keep ir there 

alfo, after the reduction of the kingdom into 

a province ; and thefe pontifical veits - were 

laid up-in a cabinet that was made on purpofe 

for that wardrobe, under the feal of the priefts, 

and the keepers of the holy treafury ; the go- 

vernor. of the caftle being obliged to. have.a 

lamp ftill burning before the place. Upon | 


the feventh day, preceding the three folemn 
feftivals, he ftill deliver’d: out the ftole to the 


* See Cotelerius’s notes to the fecond Volume of his Monumenta Ecclef. Gr. Pp- 645. 


7 See Bonferrius’s commentaries upon Leviticus, p 648. 
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Chap. 
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Virellius 
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the Lberians 
and Alanians 
againtt him. 
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Artabanus 
finds himfelf 
betray’d. 


Artabanus 
reinfore’d 
by the Dahi, 
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Herod fends 
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whole ftory 

to anticipate 
itellius. 
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high-prieft ; who having gotten ic well purg’d 
and cleans’d, did the holy office in it after- 
ward. in. courfe, and the next day return’d it 
to the place where ‘it..was before; ard this 
was done upon three feftivals every year, and 


upon the folemn faft, ..: 


But Virellius was now pleas’d, in favour 
of the Jews, to give up all the pontifical ha- 
bits into the poffeffion of the priefts again, and 
to difcharge the governor from being any far- 
ther anfwerable what became of them. After 
this, he took away the high-pricfthood from 
Jofeph call’d Caiaphas, and gave it to Jona- 
than the.fon of the. high-prieft Ananus, and 
fo returned to Antioch. | ee 

Av the fame-time he receiv’d letters of di- 
rection from Tiberius, to make a league with 
Artabanus; for he was afraid, if he fhould 
make himfelf matter of Armenia, that it might 
be dangerous to the empire: but this to be 
done only upon condition of one of the kthg’s 
fons for an hoftage; ‘This put Vicellius-upon 
tampering with the kings of Iberia and Ala- 


h nia, by great fums of money to engage-them 


immediately in a war: with Artabanus.‘ ‘The 
Iberians could not be prevail’d upon any far- 
ther, than to leave the Alanians a free paflage 
throngh their city, and’ fo by the Cafpian 
mountains to open them an inroad into -the 
kingdom of. Artabanus.- Upon this irruption, 
the Parthians prefently loft Armenia ; and that 
blow was follow’d with fo defperate a ravage 
upon their own country, that the nobility was 


almoft entirely cut off; together with the. 


king’s fon, and fo many thoufands of the com- 
mon peepl¢, that they were in a mafiner-un- 
peopled: by this invafion. Artabanus found by 
this time, that he was betray’d under his 
own roof, and that his very friends and relati- 
ons were brib’d into a plot with Vitellius to de- 
ftroy him: fo that not knowing whom to truft, 
for fear of treachery under the mask of friend- 
fhip, and being convine’d that men of ‘the 
firft rate and quality were in the praétice, he 
made his efcape out of hand into the’ upper 
provinces, where he was not only protected, 
buc reinfore’d with fo confiderable an army of 
the-Dahi and Saci, that Ke not only overthrew 
his enemies, but recover’d his kingdom.- 
Uvon this turn of affairs, Tiberius pro- 
pos’d an alliance with Artabanus, - and ‘the 
king and Vitellius, each with his guards, 
met by confent to treat about it, upon’ the 
middle of a bridge over the river Euphrates. 
At the conhtlufion of the treaty, Herod the 
tetrarch gave them both 2 very {plendid and 
magnificent treat, in a tent that he had erected 
at-a grcat expenfe upon the fame river ; and 
Artabanus: fent his fon'Darius not long after, 
as-ani hoftage to Tiberius, with variety of pre- 
fents; and one among the reft was a man of 
feven.* cubits in height, and by profeffion a 
Jew, whom, for the prodigioufnefs of his fta- 
ture; they called Eleazar the giant. Vitel- 
lius, after this, return’d to Antioch, and Ar- 
tabanus to Babylon. ; ay te 
Héxop had a great mind to be the firft 
author of the good news of this agreement 
about’ the hoftages, and fo difpatch’d away a 


meflenger with all poffible fpeed, with every Vitellius 

particular of the treaty,-to ‘Tiberius ; which coming too 

was fo circum(tantially éxa@, that there was Rin Fees 
: : : . s him he 

nothing left for Vitellius, a confular gover- fendshim no 

nor, to fay farther; fo that Cefar, upon the news. 

receipt of a later intelligence from Vitellius, 

return’d only this fhort anfwer, that ‘he had 

fent him no news 3 for Herod had given hima 

full account of the proceedings before. Vitcl- 

lius took: this officious anticipation very ill, 

but fmother’d his refentment of it till Caius 

came to the government. 

Putirp, the brother of Herod, dy’d alfo at philip, He- 
the fame time in the it twentieth year of ‘Ti- rod’s bro- 
berius, and when he himfelf had been thirty thet dies at 
feven years in the tetrarchy of Trachonitis, ee ae 
Gaulanitis, and Batanea: a man of great mo- ratter and 
deration, and a lover of his eafe and quiet 5 way of living. 
for he fpent his whole life within the compafs 
of his own jurifdiction. He hardly ever went 
abroad but: In company with fome few of his 
feleét friends, with a chair after him; which 
upon feveral occafions he made ufe of as a 
feat of juftice. And if he happen’d to mect 
any body upon the way that had need of his 
afliftatice, he betook himfelf ftill, without de- 
lay, to’ the examination of his caufe, and ei- 
ther condermn’d or acquitted him, as he found 
him ‘guilty or innocent. He dy’d at Julias, 
and was bury’d with great pomp and expenfe 
in a monument of his own preparing for him~ 
felf: -but dying without iffue, Tiberius an- 
nexed his ‘eftate to Syria, upon condition that 
the, tributes to ‘be rais’d in that tetrarchy 
fhould not go out of the country. 








CHAP. VII. 


4 war betwixt Herod and Aretas. Herod mar- 
vies the daughter of Aretas; and falls in love 
with Herodias, &8¢. Aretas refents it. Herod 
routed by “retas. A judgnient upon Herod and 
his army. St. Fobn the Baptift put to death. 
Vitellius marches towards.Petra, €3c. Vitellius, 
Herod, €c. go to Ferufalen: to worfbip. The 
high-priefthood transfer’d from Fonathan to 
Theophilus. News of Tiberius’s death. Vi- 
tellius {wears the people to Caius, 3c. Vitellius 
goes back to Antioch. The family of Herod 
the.Great. 


r i 1H ERE happen’d a war, at this time, A war be- 
“betwixt Herod and Aretas the king of twixt Herod 
Petra, upon this ground: Herod the tetrarch ae ae 
marry’d the daughter of Aretas, and they had ae ae 
now liv’d a long time together; bur being daughter of 
call’d afterward to Rome, he took Herod his Aretas; and 
brother-in-law in his way; (the fon of the js ee 
daughter of Simon the high-prieft) where he dias. ee 
fell fo. paffionately in love with + Herodias, 
his brother’s wife, and the daughter of Ari- 
ftobulus, their brother, who was alfo the fifter 
of Agrippa, afterwards king; that he had tHe propofes 
the confidence to make a propofal of marriage to marry He- 
to her upon his return from Rome, and of ¥odias, and 
parting with his wife, the daughter of Aretas; PA" See 
which -was agreed to on both fides, as the aaias 
condition of their marriage. After this, he 
profécuted his voyage for.Rome: and fo {oon 


_* The Jewifh cubit, according to Calmet, as we have béfore-obférv’d, being near’ twenty two inches, feven cu- 
bits muft be upwards of twelve English feet :. this man.therefore muft'bé above’ three yards high. 
+ Scaliger in his book de Emendat. Tempt. fhews thar it! fhould be read in the twenty fecond year. But Cafaubon- 


in his Exercitations defends the vulgar reading. 


+ See Cafaubon’s Exercitations againft Baronius: ann. xxxi. nurn. xlvit. ~ 
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Hiv wife finds he return’d home again. . His wite having by 
this time got intelligence of his intrigue. with 
Herodias,ditlembling her inteacions, flily ask’d 
him to give her leave to go tor fome time to 
Macherus, a caitle upon the borders of Are- 
tas’s dominions. Herod, not in the leaft.fuf- 
pecting the matter, gave. way to her going. 
Now Macherus being a place belonging to her 
father, every thing was there in rcadinefs for 
her journcy ; fo that the governor of the place 
turnith’d herimmediately upon her arrival with 


as he had difpacch’d che butinefs he wentaboutr, ; 


ir out, and 
gets leave co 
gore Muacie- 
rus, 


Her giards 


ready lanico 
ae a Arabian guards that conduéted her with all: 


imaginable fpced, fafe to her father’s palace: 


Where fhe gave him at large the hittory. of 


Aretssreien's Herod's new amour. This begot a. heart- 
Sonera ne: burning, and there being a controverfy .a-foot 
ihter at that time about the bounds and abutrals of 
fome lands in Gamala, and two armies ready 
in the field to difpuce the queftion, they laid 
hold of this pretence, and by their deputies 
brought it to.a battle, where Herod was 
iroutet utcerly routed by the treachery of a certain 
“band of refugees, that came over from Philip, 
und were at that time in Herod’s pay. This 
prince had no fooner given Tiberius intelli- 
» geneeor the difatter, but he prefencly in a rage 
erderd Vitcllius to make war upon Aretas tor 
thisinivlence; and cither to bring him alive to 
Reme, er to fend his head. 5 
Now the generality of the Jews were of o- 





Ga dice 











ivzymese 





ts =rry. God upon Herod and his army, for che bufi- 
acfs of John, firnamed the Baptift, which ex- 
cellent man this tetrarch miurder’?d:-And 
what was his crime, but only his exhorting 
tne Jews to the love and practice. of virtue; 
und inthe firit place, of piety and juftice, and 
tu aregeneration by-baptifm and ‘a new life, 
not by abftaining from this or that particular 
iin, but by an habitual purity of mind, as well 
as uf body! Now fo great was the. credit and 
tne authority ot this holy man, as appear’d by 
the multitude of his difciples, and the venc- 
ration they had for his doctrine ; (for he had 
them intirely at his devotion) that Herod did 
met know how far the reputation of a man of 
his {pirit might influence the people toward a 
revolt. Sorhat tor fear of the worft, he chofe 
rather to take him out of the way in time be- 
ture any hurt was done, than to put it to the 
hazard or an unprofitable repentance when it 
pei n Siroutd be too late.’ Wherefore he fent him 
pult pirto aay bound to Macherus, (the place before- 
nat Ma- mentioned) with order to have him put to 
death, which was accordingly executed; and 






herus by 


Cc 

ie vf chat impious fact was follow’d with a divine 

a vengeance upon Hefod, for the blood of that 
jut man, as the Jews reafonably enough per- 
Yurided rthemfelves, 

Rireltpas ViTEeLLius was now preparing.for the A- 


rabian war; and upon his march toward Pe- 
tra with two legions and all the auxiliaries, 
horfe and foot, of the Roman allies... When 
he was advanced as far as Prolemais, and 
thinking totake his paflage a-crofs Judca, the 
The Jewsare StCAt men of the country met him upon the 
fcandaliz’d ar W2Y With carneft fupplications that he would 
the images in fteer fome other courfe; for the images the 
the Roman R omanscarry commonly in thcircolours, were 
oo a great fcandal and offence to the Jewith laws 
irellius 5 ae eps 
marchesa- 2nd religion. The general was prevail’d up- 
bout by the on, and fo fent his army about by the com- 
pais of a great plain, while he himfelf, with 


marches to- 





way of the 
great plain. 


-the war upon this.change in the government. 


derod pinion that this was only a jutt judgmene of 
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Herod the tetrarch:and-his friends; went up Vitellius, re- 
to Jerufalem to worfhip upon a publick feftival Tod, &c. go 


Upto Jerus. 
Jem to Wor. 


fhip. 


chat was chen at hand..’. His entercainment-was 
with:as much honour: and: refpect as poffible, 
and he made three days ftay there; in which 
time he cransfer’d the high-priefthood from 
Jonathan to his brother Theophilus. Upon 
the fourth day came letters to himvof the death 
of Tiberius; upon which totelligence he made 
the people fwear allegiance to Caius Caligula, Onchene 
the fuceeffor,call’d back his troops; and order’d day comes 
them into. winter quarters; putting a. ftop to news of ‘Ti. 
eriuys’s 
dearh. 
Vitellius 
{wears the 
People to 
Caius Calign. 
a, and culis 
back the 
army, 
The tooth. 
layers forete) 
the event of 
this under. 
taking. 


The pontif- 
cate traun{. 
fer’dfrom Jo. 
nathan to Je 
Theophilus, 


- THERE goes a report, that upon the news 
of this expedition of Vicellius, Aretas con- 
faulted the foothfayers and diviners about’ the 
event of this undertaking ;.who gave him this 
refolution ; “* That the army now upon thcir 
** march fhould never.come up to Petia; tor 
‘¢ either one of the princes fhould die; or he 
“¢ that commanded.the army; or he chat exe- 
** cuted that command, or the perfon againtt 
“© whom it was carry’d on. And fo Vitellius 
“© went back to Antioch.” ¥ Vitellius 

Acrippa the fon of -Ariftobulus, had been goes back to 
now a..year at Rome, -attending Cefar about Antioch. 
fome’ important affair. But it will be more 
to my prefent purpofe to fay fomewhat in the 
firit place of Herod and his family, who was 
certainly a remarkable inftance of the power 
and wifdom of divine providence. For,what 
fignify the bleffings of a plentiful iffuc, royal 
dignity and power, or-a fplendid fortune, 
without-piety and juftice? as we find it in He= 
rod’s cafe here, who in a hundred years time 
had hardly any remains left of fo numerous fa- 
mily. This may ferve for a check to the at- 
rogant pretenfions of vain flefh and blood, and 
to the railing of a fobcr man’s confideration 
upon the wonderful advance of Agrippa out 
of a private fortune, and beyond all men’s exe 
pectation, to fo glorious a degree of power. 

We have touch’d upon this formerly in ge- 
neral, but we fhall now be a little more par- 
ticular. Herod the Great had by Mariamne, 
the daughter of Hyrcanus, two -daughters 5 
Salampfo the one, who marry’d Phafael, che 
fon of Phafacl, the king’s elder brother, with 
the father’s confent. ‘The other’s name was 
Sees who marry’d Antipater, the nephew 
of.Herod by his fifter Salome. 7 

PuasaEt had by. Salampfo, five children; 
Antipater, Herod, Alexander; and two daughe fy.7od the 
ters, Alexandra and Cypros; who marry’d Gonie 
Agrippa the fon of Ariftobulus; but Alexan- 
dra was marry’d to onc Timius, a nobleman 
of the ifle of Cyprus, who dy’d without chil- 
dren... Agrippa had by Cypros, two-fons and 
three daughters. The. daughters were Bere- 
nice, Mariamne and Drufilla: The fons were 
Agrippa and Drufus; the latter dying in his 
mincritry. Agrippa the father was brought up 
under his grandfather Herod the Great 3 toge- 
ther with his brothers, Herod and..Ariftobu- 
lus, and fo was Berenice alfo, the’ daughter 
of Salome and Coftobarus. The children of 
Ariftobulus were at that time infants,. when 
their father and his brother Alexander (as we 
have faid- before) were put to death by Herod. 

But after they grew up, this Herod the bro- 
ther. of Agrippa marry’d Mariamne, the daugh- 
ter of Olympias (who ‘was king Herod’s 
daughter) and of Jofeph, Herod’s brother, by 
who he had Ariftobulus. Now Ariftobulus, 

- the 


The family of 


Chap. VII. 
Oi eee ee ee 
the third brother of Agrippa marry’d Jotape 
the daughtcr of * Sampfigeram, king of the 
Emefenes, by whom he had a daughter that 
bore her mother’s name and was born deaf. 
Thefe wercthe children of the three brothers; 
but Herodias their fifter, marry’d Herod, the 
fon of Herod the great, whom he had by 
Mariamne, the daughter of Simon the high- 
pricit, and from thence came Salome; after 
whofe birth, Herodias made no fcruple, in 
defiance of all law and confcience, to take 
Blerod the tctrarch of Galilee for her fecond 
husband, though her husband’s brother 
by the father’s fide; having alfo aban- 
don’d a former husband that was yet living. 
Salome the daughter marry’d Philip the fon 
of Herod the tetrarch of Trachonitis, whody’d 
without children, and then fhe marry’d Arif- 
tobulus the fon of Herod and the brother of 
Agrippa, by whom the had three fons, Herod, 
Agrippa, and Ariftobulus. Let this fuffice as 
to the family of Phafacl and Salampfo. 

Cypros had, by Antipater, a daughter of 
the mother’s name, who was marry’d to Alex- 
as Selcius, the fonof Alexas, and by her he 
had one danghter, Cypros. But Herod and 
Alexander, who (as Itold you) were the bro- 
thers of Antipater, dy’d without iffue. Now 
Alexander the fon of king Herod, that was 
put to death by his father, had by Glaphyra 
the daughter of Archelaus, king of Cappado- 
cia, Alexander and Tigrancs. 

Tuxs Tigranes was that king of Armenia 
that had an accufacion brought againit him by 
the Romans, and dy’d without children. A~- 
lexander had a fon Tigrancs alfo, after the 
name of his uncle, whom Nero advanc’d to 
be king of Armenia, and had a fon Alexan- 
der, who masry’d Jotape, the daughter of 
Antiochus king of Comagena, and was made 
kingof + Lefis in Cilicia by Vefpafian. The race 
of Alexander quickly declin’d from the Jew- 
ih laws and difcipline to the religion of the 
Greeks; and the other daughtersof Herod the 
great left no children behind them. 
“°"Havine thus run through the pofterity of 
this prince, as far as to. the reign of Agrippa, 
I fhall now trace the hiftory of Agrippa him- 
felf, and the wonderful variery of accidents 
in his fortune, that brought him in the end to 
fo glorious a degree of dignity and power. 








CHAP. VIII. 


Lhe vife of Agrippa, 3c. Agrippa goes to Fac- 
oe Ce Moscie cafts off Agrippa, who is 
hard put to it for bis debts, Sc. Agrippa goes 
to Tiberius at Capree, 3c. He is made gover- 
nor of Tiberius Nero, &3c. Lhe dilatory hu- 
qnour of Tiberius, 3c. <Agrippaput in chains, 
and the guards drag him to prifon ia his robes, 
&2c. Autonia makes Agrippa’s condition eafy 
to him. Tiberius falis eee fick, 8c. 
Caius generally belov'd. Tiberius confulis the 
oracle about his fucceffir, &3c- He gives Caius 
the government, aud bids him be kind to his 
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brother, 3c. Tiberius dies, and Caius fucceeds 

him. The chavaéter of Tiberius, 3c. Cefar’s 

declaration, Caius orders Agrippa to be dif- 
charg’d. Caius takes the body of Tiberius to 

Rome with him. A magnificent funeral. A= 

grippa crown’d, &3c. Marcellus made governor 

of fFudea 
LITTLE before the death of Herod : 

A the great, Agrippa, being then at Rome, noe 
and frequently in the emperor’s family, was Agrippa. 
got much in favour with his fon Drufus, and 

fo likewife in the good graces of Antonia, the 

wife of Drufusthe elder, by the means of his 

mother Berenice, for whom, Antonia had a 

jfingular valuc. He was naturally of a liberal 

‘and generous difpofition; but while his mo- 
ther liv’d, kept within compafs, for fear of 

: incurring her difpleafure. Till coming at laft 

by her coe oe left to his own conduét, 

, what with expenfive treats, and extravagant 47; 
bountics and profufions ; ef; pecially acon he ed oe 
emperor’s freedmen and domefticks, (where he 
made his chicf intereft) he had run himfelf fo 
defperately in debt, that he durft not thew his 
head any longer in Rome. Tiberius, at the 
fame time alfo lofing his fon, would not en- 
dure any of Drufus’s favourites fo much as in 
his fight, to mind him of his lofs, 

Wuewn he had thus by ill conduét fquan- 
| der’d. away his money and his reputation, his 
! creditors alfo preffing hard upon him, and no 
_means of fatistaétion, -he returned into Judea; 
‘and partly out of defpair of retrieving his for= 

tune, partly out of dhame for fo inconfiderate 
a folly, he retired to Malatha, a caftle in Idu- 


He retires to 


mea, with a refolution, fome way or other, Malatha, 
there, to put an end tohis miferable life. Cy- 
pros finding her husband defperately out of 
humour, and that his melancholy grew fill 
more and more dangerous, fhe try’d all ways 
!in the world to prevent mifchief, and in par- 
ticular wrote to her fifter Herodias about it, Cyproswrites 
with a very punctual account of his neceffitous ae 


condition; adjuring her by all the ties of ho- 
| nour and affinity of blood, to give him fome 
affiftance. ‘ She did what the could herfelf 
‘© (fhe faid) and defired her filter to follow 
** her example.” ‘This wrought fo far upon 
Herodias, that both fhe and her husband fent 
away prefently to fetch Agrippa to them; 
gave him 4 penfion in moncy, and the com- i 
mand of ‘Tibcrias for his prefent fubfiftance Sees a 
But Herod did not long hold inthis mind; and and the com- 
Agrippa, onthe other hand, was not thorough- mand of Ti- 
ly fatisfy’d neither: Infomuch that being in Pees 4: 
their cups once at' Tyre, Herod contemptuouf- pecan pe 
ly reflected upon Agrippa for his poverty, and Agrippa with 
caft'ic in his teeth, that ic was his purfe that his poverty. 
maintain’d him. ’ 
Acrippa could not digeft this indignity, Agrippa gocs 
ae 5 he reee himfelfto Tlaccus, an SaERAE to Flaccus 
riend and acquaintance of his at Rome, and Upon tte 
-at that time governor of Syria. He gave him oe 
a frank reception and entertainment, having in thehoufe 
Ariftobulus with himin the houfe before, who, with him, 
though Agrippa’s brother, was yet his enemy ; Lhetwo bro: 
but this animofity betwixt the brothers did “ee, Ge 
. , mies ; but 
; Flaccus a 





Ce a ee common 


. * The old interpreter has Sigerammus. 
+ So the Latin interpreters have it. 
duin, in his Nummi Antigui illuftrati. p. 538, 

peninfulx in Cilicia, viz. Sebaite. 


friend ro bot 


In the Greek Tdldrly, iistodhs 7e 2y xan Se. from whence Mr. Har- 
conjectnres that it fhould be teac, momS@ 797 maAmi¢, infale five 


g¥ not 
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not hinder Flaccus from dividing his favours 
and civilities indifferently betwixt them. A- 
riftobulus however kept up the grudge, and 
would ncver be quict till he had wrought 


Ariftobulas , ‘ et n 2 
undermines Flaccus into an ill opinion of Agrippa; which 
Agnpps. was thus broughtabout. There was a difpute 


A dilpure be- 
twist Damat- 
cos and Sidon 


betwixt the people of Damafcas, ‘and thofe of 
Sidon about the limits of their territory. ‘The 
caufe was to be try’d betore Flaccus; and the 
people of Damafcus being told that Agrippa 
and he were all one, they could not do bet- 
ter, they thought, than to engage Agrippa for 
a fum ot moncy in theirintereit. ‘They {truck 
the bargain, and promifes pafs’d on both jides: 
So that Agrippa was to do all that lay in his 
pewer for Damafcus againft Sidon. Ariftobu- 
lus, finding his brother had agreed for a fum 
of money with the people of Damafcus, to 
ufe his intereftin their favour, went and com- 
plained of him to the governor; who upon cx- 
amination and proof of the matter caft off A- 
grippa, and left him in his extreme neceflity 
. to thift for himfclfin the wide world again: 
So that he return’d to Prolemais, witha refo- 
lution for pure want of bread, to go back 
again into Italy. In this extremity he engag- 
ed Marfvas, a freeman of his, totake up afum 
ot moncy of the ufurers upon any terms, to 
fupply his prefent occaficns. So he went to 
Protus, a freeman of Berenice the mother of 
Agrippa, and his late patronefs, who in her 
Jatt will and teftament, had recommended him 
to the fervice of Antonia; and fo propounded 
the matter to him for the lending of a fum of 
moncy toAgrippa, upon-hisbond. ‘The other 
told him that he was indzbred tohim already : 
Bur yet forall this, he {queezed out of Protus 
twenty # thoufand Attic drachma’s upon bond : 
That is to fay, juit feventeen thoufand five 
hundred pieces; difcounting the other two 
thoufand $+ five hundred to himfelf, for pro- 
curation money; which Agrippa was not in 
condition to difpure. Upon the receipt of 
the money, Agrippa went to Anthedon, where 
he met with a fhip for his purpofe, and pre- 
par’d himfelf to put to fea. But this coming 
is, to the ear ot Herennius Capito, the procurator 
eshis Of Jamnia, he fent foldiers to him to demand 
ozs the payment of a debt of 3ccoco pieces of 
filver, that he borrow’d out of the emperor’s 
exchequer when he was at Rome. This un- 
expected rub did, for fome time, retard his 
journey; but Agrippa however promis’d them 
tair, and fo foon as it was dark, cut his ca- 
ble, and put to fea, ftanding his courfe for 
Alexandria. When he came thither, he defir’d 
Alexander the head officer about the revenue, 


Fliceas cats 
of Agrippa 
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on the fecurity of Cypros, Alexander fupply’d 

Agrippa with five + talents at Alexandria, and 

letters of credit for the reft at Purcoli; for 
knowing his profufenefs, he was not willing 

to venture the whole fum in his hands together 

for fear of his mifpending itr. Cypros found Agrippa goo 
by this time, that there was no hindering her ferwatd ior 


husband’s journey; fo that fhe and her chil- G70 ad 
>. “ypros bsck 
dren went back again to Judea by land. to ude, 


Acrippa, upon his coming to Puteoli, 
gave Tiberius Cefar to underftand by a letter, 
being then at Caprec, thar he was come fo far 
to pay his refpects and duty to him, defiring 
leave to wait upon him. ‘Tiberius wirhout 
any delay fent him back the kindetft anfwer in 
the world, congratulating his fafe return to 
Capree: And upon his arrival, Cefar took him Agrippa re 
With great tendernefs into his arms, introdu- ceiy'a tae 
ced him into his palace, and feconded ‘the cioufly by 
franknefs of his invitation with the gencrofity Tiberius at 
of his reception and entertainment; but on “Pre: 
the day following, Cefar rcecciv’d letters of 
complaint trom Herennius againft Agrippa; 
fetting forth, that being “¢ three hundred thou- 
‘© fand picces in the cmperor’s debt, and the 
“ moncy longtince due, he had only demand- 
“ ed fatisfaction on the bond, and Agrippa 
** gavchim the flip upon it: Sothat Cefar was 
“© now in danger to lofe his money,’ ‘Tibe- 
rius took this fo heinoufly, that he order’dthe 
officers of his bed-chamber not to open a door and forbid 
to Agrippa till he had paid the debt. A- the court till 
grippa, on the other hand, tcok no notice of he pays the 
the cmperor’s difpleafure, but addrefs’d him- 4¢b« 
{elf to Antonia, the mother both of Germani- 
cus and of Claudius, who came afterwards to 
the empire; and acquainting her with the ex- 
igency of his affairs, and how he was like to 
lofe Cefar’s favour for want of three hundred 
thoufand pieces, asaforcfaid, fhe lent him the 
money in honour to the memory of Berenice, 
and of the friendfhip that had ever pafs’d be- 
twixt them; befide that Agrippa and her fon : 
Claudius had been brought up together from 
children, as play-fellows and companions. 
With this money Agrippa difcharg’d the debt; 
and without any farther obftacle or contradic- 
tion, reinftated himfelf in the emperor’s fa- 
vour. ‘This politick conduct gain’d fo far upon 
Cefar, that he cominitted his grand-child 'Ti- 
berius Nero, the fon of Drufus, to Agrippa’s 
government and care; defiring him to be ftill 
about him, and watchful over him. Agrippa 


Charg’d with 
defrauding 
the emperor, 


He tells An- 
tonia his cafe, 
and fhe lends 
him the mo- 
ney, 


Agrippa pays 
the arreur, 
and fers him« 
felf right 
with the em- 
peror. 
Agrippa 
made gover- 
nor to Cefar’s 


was fo fenfible of the obligations he had to pean en 
Antonia, that he made his court in the firtt 7°" *" 


He makes his 


place however, to hergrand child Caius, whom 
court in the 


all people had a great honour and efteem for, 





to furnifh him with 2ececo pieces upon | both for his own fake, and for the reverence firft place to 
Hetskes up his fecurity. ‘* As for your own part (fays | they bore to the memory of Germanicus, his oes 
money upon “ the officer) I will not trutt you with fuch a | hisfather. There was at that time onc Allus, child: 
his wife's cre- © fum; but your wite fecms to be an exccl- | a freeman of Ccfar’s, a Samaritan, who gave A Samaritan 
oS “ lent perfon, and a very good woman ; and | Agrippa credit for a million of pieces; pare furnithes A- 
“© if fhe will ftand bound for the moncy, fhe | of it went to the payment of Antonia, andthe Be PP Emo 
‘¢ fhall have it.” So it was, in fine, that up-/ reft toward the expence of his entertainment ney. 
* * Suppofing the Artic drachma to be worth feven pencethree farthings of our money, which is the higheft value 
- put upon it by any author of nore; twenty thoufand muft amount to fix hundred forty five pounds fixteen fhillings 


and cight pence: 


+ Andtwo thoufand five hundred to eighty pounds fourteen fhillings and feven pence of our money. 
_ & Admising the-talentshere-meant to be the common Egyptian ones, one of them, according to Calmet, weighed 
feventy fix pounds ten pennyweights; five therefore muft weigh three hundred and eighty pounds two ounces ten pen- 
nyweights ; the value of which in filyer, amounted to one thoufand one hundred and forty pounds twelve fhillings 
andfix pence; but if the Alexandrian (which is more probable) is underftood, one of them weighing ninety one 
ounds fifteen pennyweights, five muft weigh four hundred and fifty five pounds three ounces fifteen penny weights ; 
and their value in filver, reckoning filver at five fhillings per ounee, amounts to one thoufand three hundred and fix- ° 


ty five pounds eighteen fhillingsand nine pence. 


in 


Chap. VIII. _ 


Agrippa 
Catus’s fa- 
yourite. 


Furychus 
overhears 
dangerous 
words be- 
twixt Agrip~ 





in his attendances upon Caius, who. had now 
taken‘ him into the greateft confidence and 
friendfhip imaginable, 

As théy two were one day together aloncin 
4 chariot, there happen’d to be fome occafion 
of mentioning Tiberius: “ Ay, (fays Agrip- 
* pa) I could with with all my heart it would 
“ ‘pleafe thie heavens that Caius were in his 
“ place.” Thefe words were over-heard by 
Eutychus, Agrippa’s freeman, and at that 
time charioteer ; but for the prefent he made 
no wordsof it. Not long after, this man was 


pa and Caius. Charg’d with robbing his patron, and running 


He informs 
Pifo, and is 
fent hound 
te ‘Ciberius. 
The dilatory 
humour of 
Tiberius: 


and his rea- 
fons for’r. 


away with fome of his clothes ; which in cf- 
feét was true, and the man taken up upon it, 
and carry’d to Pifo, thé governor of the place, 
to be examin’d about it. Pifo, upon the exa- 
mination, ask’d him what made him run away. 
He made anfwer that Cefar’s life was in dan- 
ger, and that he was going to make a difcove- 
ry of the plot. Eutychus, upon this, was fent 
bound to Capree, and there kept in chains by 
Tiberius, who was in all fuch cafes the mott 
unfettled dilatory man that ever was born, ei- 
ther prince or ufurper. He would not fo much 
as admit embafladors, without delay, nor fup- 
ply vacancies in governments of provinces, 
till the former deputies or governors were cer- 
tainly dead. He had a way of letting pri- 
foners lie a long time unheard too; and he 
gave his friends thefe reafons for it. ‘ If] 
*¢ fhould give embaffadors (fays he) too quick, 
“* and too cafy admittance, the fooner they 
“are recciv’d the fooner they are difmifs’d ; 
*° and the fooner new ones would be fent in 
“ their places ; fo that I fhould have nothing 
“¢ elfe todo at this rate, but to give audiences, 
“¢ and fpend my whole time in admitting and 
“ difcharging cmbafladors. As for officers, 
‘* when places are once fill’d, it is eafier to the 
** {abject to keep them fo thantochange them; 
*¢ for all magiftrates are naturally covetous ; 
°C and efpecially where they are “upon thcir 
** behaviour for the keeping of their employ- 
“¢ ments; for the lefs aflurance they have to 
“* continue in an office, the more hafte they 
** make'to grow rich uponit; and to this pur- 
“ pofe he made application of an old fable. 
‘* As-a poor man (fays he) lay wounded upon 
** the way, hardly in condition to help him- 
“* f61f, and fwarms of flies upon his fores, fuck- 
“ ing and tearing him, a compaflionate good- 
< Giatur’d creature happening to pafs by, of- 
“¢'fer’d' him his fervice to drive them away, 
“ and éafe him of his tormentors. - No, no, 
“ (lays he) pray letthem alone; for théfe flies 
** now their bellies are full are not near fo 
“¢ fharp upon me as new comers will be that 
“‘ are ftarv’d and-empty. This is the cafe, 
*¢ (fays the) betwixt fubjects and frefh magif- 
*© trates; who are butnew tormentors.” 'That 
this. is: the true character of Tiberius, needs 
no ‘other proof than that in two and twenty 
years time of his reign, -he fent only two go- 
vernors into Judea; that is to fay, Gratus, 
and his fucceflor Pilate; and that he proceed- 
ed after the fame dilatory manner in all other 
parts-ofthe-empire. ‘The reafon he gave alfo 
for the delay of bringing prifonersto their try- 
al, was to keep them the longer in pain, and 
to punifh them for their paft crimes, by a lin- 
geting tormerit worfe than death itfelf. 


* An hundred furlorigs amounted to almoft thirteen Englifh miles. 
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Tis was the true caufe of Entychus being 
Kept fo long in chains before Cefar would 
vouchfafe to hear him; but Tiberius, after 
fome time coming from Capree to Tufculanum, 
about an hundred * furlongs from Rome, Agrippa puts 
Agrippa defired Antonia to move for Eutychus, Antonia up- 
that he might have a hearing, to the end it ating 
might be known once, what he had to objeét bring ieee a 
againft his patron. Now Tiberius had a very hearing, 
great honour for Antonia, partly for nearnefs 
of blood, as being his fifter-in-law, and the 
widow of Drufus, and partly for the reputa- 
tion of her modefty and virtue in the refufal 
of a fecond marriage, tho’ fhe was ecarncftly 
put upon it by Auguftus himfelf; and this in 
the prime of her years too: Her whole con- 
verfation, in fhort, being exemplary, without 
the leaft blemifh or feandal. Now Tiberius, 
over and above all other refpeéts, had perfonal 
obligations alfo to Antonia never to be torgot- 
ten. For if it had not been for her fagacity, 
faith, and induftry, that defperate plot of his 
minion Sejanus, had certainly coft him his life 5 
for he was a man of power and credit; the 
captain of his guards, and had engag’d fevce- 
ral confiderable men of the fenators; divers 
of Cefar’s freemen, court-favourites, and mi- 
litary officers in the confpiracy. In fhort, he 
efcap’d narrowly at laft, and it was Antonia’s 
vigilance and refolution that defeated the 
treafon, and brought him off; for fo foon as 
ever fhe heard of fuch a praétice a-foot, the 
took minutes of every particular of the con- 
trivance, and fent them away from time to 
time to Capree, to Tiberius by the means of 
Pallas, a try’d fervant and confident of 'Tibe~ 
rius. By virtue of this difcovery, both the 
confederacy itfelf, and the aétors in it were 
laid open, and juftice done upon Sejanus and 
his complices. “If Antonia had a great hand 
with Tiberius before this mighty piece of fer- 
vice, her power muft be certainly much greater 
after it. So that upon the importunity of 
Agrippa, fhe prefs’d Tiberius over and over 
to give Eutychus a hearing. ‘* Well! fays 
“ ‘Tiberius, if this fellow has bely’d Agrippa, 
“in any thing, let him content himfelf with 
the punifhment he has fuffer’d already; but 
let him have a care how he carries the pro- 
fecution too far, for fear the mifchief he 
defigns to Eutychus, fhould upon a full ex- 
amination of the matter, come at laft home 
to himfelf? Antonia gave Agrippa this 
caution; and the more fhe inclin’d to mode~ 
ration, the more eager was he to bring it to 
a ferutiny: infomuch that Antonia, when fhe 
{aw he would not be faid nay, took her op- 
portunity as ‘Tiberius was paffing by in a chair 
after dinner, Caius and Agrippa marching be- 
fore him, to advance direétly up to Tiberius ; 
with a requeft, that Eutychus might be call’d 
and hear’d: to which Tiberius gave her this 
anfwer: “I do here call the Gods to wit- Cefar at laft 
* nefs, (lays he) that what I am now about oe at 
“ to do, Ido unwillingly, and only to grati- $76 SPN 
“ fy your defire.”. With thefe words, he \42-;5 
commanded Macro the fucceffor to Sejanus in pride Euty- 
his commiffion for the guards, to -caufe Euty- al to Ce- 
chus to be brought thither. And immediately Eurychus de- 
upon his coming, Cefar put this queftion to livers his 
him. ‘© What have you to fay, (fays he) information. 
“* againft your patron Agrippa, who gave you 
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© your freedom?” ‘ Sir, (fays Eutychus) as I 
© was driving Caius and Agrippa one day in 
* their chariot, and fitting at their fect to do 
my office, I overheard feveral difcourtes 
thac pats’d betwixt them, and among other 
patlages, Agrippa, I remember, {poke thefe 
words to Caius. Ah, (fays he) that we 
* could but once fee the old man’s exit, and 
- you lett matter of the world ; for when he’s 
‘ gone, his grandchild Tiberius might be ca- 
fily taken off; and over and above the uni- 
‘ yerfal comfort it would bring mankind, I 
* myfelf might hope to come in for a part of 
- the blefling.”” Tibcrius was apt enough to 
believe this information, for ic ituck terribly 
in his ftomach, that when he had fo exprefly 
recommended Tiberius, his grandchild by 
Drufus, to the particular care and kindnefs of 
Agrippa, he fhould never fo much as look 
atter him; but dedicate himfelf wholly to the 
trvice of Caius. ‘Tiberius, upon this, turn- 
ing to Macro, “ Put him in chains,” fays he ; 
but Macro not underitanding of whom he fpoke 
(for he could not imagine any fuch thing of 
Agrippa) made a little paufe to be better in- 
formed in his meaning. Cefar, in the mean 
time, atter a turn or two in the Circus, fecing 
Agrippa ftill at liberry, call’d to Macro again : 
«Did not I order, fays he, that man to be 
“ put in chains?” Which man, fays Macro:” 
“That man, Agrippa, faid Tiberius.” Agrip- 
pa then betook himielf to prayers and fuppli- 
cations, adjuring Tiberius by the tendernefs 
he had forthe memory of his fon, with whom 
he had the honour to be fo well acquainted, 
end tor the fake of the fervices he had been 
{o happy as to renderto his grandfon Tiberius, 
to vouchfafe him his pardon: but all to no 
purpofe, tor the guards dragg’d him away to 
prifcn ip his robes of honour, as they found 
‘The weather being extremely hor, and 
Agrippa ready to perith with a burning raging 
drought, tor want of drink, he fpy’d one 
Thaumattus, a tervant of Caius, with a pitcher 
of water in his hand, and call’d to him for a 
draughe of it to quench his parching thirft. 
He gave ic him readily, and when he had 
taken ic off: “* Well! Thaumaftus (fays he) 
“© jince you have been fokind as to do me this 
fervice in my bonds, with the fame frank- 
*€ nefs vou formerly icrv’d me in my better 
fortunes, depend upon it that you fhall ne- 
ver repent this good office ; for fo foon as 
ever I gee over this difficulty, I will be 
anfwerable to vou that Caius thall give you 
your liberty ;”? and he was attcrward as 
good as his word ; for fo foon as ever he came 
to the crown, he begg’d Thaumattus of Caius, 
und made him tree; entrufting him alfo with 
the management of his cftatc, and at his death 
recommended him to his fon Agrippa, and to 
Berenice his daughter, to continue him in that 
charge, wherein he acquitted himfelf with 
great honeur and citcem all the remainder of 
his liic. 

As Agrippa was ftanding in his chains before 
the palace, with other of his fellow-prifoners 
in the fame condition, and leaning in a melan- 
cholick poiture upon a tree, there came an 
owl, and perch’d upon it. A German that was 
there in bonds taking notice of it, enquir’d of 
one of the foldiers who that man there in the 
purple was; and being given to underitand 
that he was a Jew ot the firit quality, from 
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his prifon eatier ro him, 
good-natur’d foldiers about him, and leave to tion eafy to 
eat at the table with the officer that had him him 
in cuftody, allowing him the ufe of the bath 
every day, and the accefs of his friends and 
freemen to vifit him: all which was granted 
accordingly, infomuch that Silas, his friend, 
and Marfyas and Stychus, two of his free- 
men, brought him the diet ftill that he loved 
beft, and blankets (under a pretence of expof- 
ing them to fale) to lay under him in the night, 
the foldiers giving way to it, according to 
the hints they had from Macro. 

Wuewn Agrippa had been a prifoner in this 
fort for a matter of fix months, Tiberius re- ‘Tiberius 
turning from Capree, was taken at his firft falls defpe- 
coming back with a faint indifpofition, which 
by degrees grew worfe and worfe, 
quite given over. 
cafe defperate, he fent Evodus his favourite- children to 
freemen to fetch his children to him early the 
next morning, to take the laft leave of their 
dying father. I fpeak of his adopted children ; 


PHUS of 


he) this fudden and furprizing change of prediction. 
your fortune makes you fad I perceive, and Upon it. 
you will not eafily believe how near you 
are to your deliverance under the favour 
and proteétion of a divine providence that 
watches over you. I call all the Gods to 
Witnefs, both yours, and ours, by whofe 
permiffi6n ic is that we are here in bonds, 
that I donor fpeak this to amufe and flatter 
you with vain hopes; for I know very well 
that prognofticks of this kind, if the event 
docs not anfwer the prediétion, do a great 
deal more hurt than good. But I reckon 
it my duty, at what hazard foever, to tell 
you, that you fhall fee fuch a turn of times 
and things, as {hall advance you out of this 
calamitous condition, to the moft glorious 
height of honour and power, and render 
you the envy of thofe that either defpis’d 
or pity’d you before. ‘The remainder of 
your days fhall be happy, and you fhall leave 
children behind you to fucceed to your good 
fortunes. But now remember what I tell 
you further, whenever you come to fee this 
bird again, the fitth day after ic will be 
your laft. This is the fhort fum of what 
heaven gives you to underftand by-this good 
omen. My revelation is certain, and I de- 


. liver you the truth of the matter, to fupport 


you in your prefent trouble, with the hope 
of better things to come. And Iam now 
to befeech you further, that when you find 
all this come to pafs, you will not forget 
your fellow fufferers; but confult the de- 


** liverance of thofe you leave behind you.” 
‘This German’s prophecy appear’d as ridiculous 
to Agrippa upon the telling of it, as it was 
afterwards wonderful in the accomplifhment. 
Antonia all this while laid the hard ufage of 
her friend extremely to heart 5 but taking for 
granted that Tibcrius was not to be wrought Tiberius in: 
upon, and confequently that all applications exorable. 

and intercefflions would be but fo much time Antonia pre- 


caft away, fhe had no more to do, than by cee 
the means of Macro, totry if fhe could make jake A tip- 


by getting civil and pa’s condi- 
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an honourable extraétion, he defir’d the fol- 
dicr to let him come a little nearer him; for 
he had a great mind to learn fomething from 
him of his country. This being granted, and 
an interpreter allow’d him, the German {poke 
to him after this manner. ‘‘ Young man, (fays A German’, 
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for he had none of his own: Drufus, his only 
fon being dead and gone. But Drufus’s fon 
Tiberius, firnamed Gemellus, was yet alive; 
and fo was Caius the fon of his brother Ger- 
manicus, who was now at man’s eftate; a 
young man of letters, and excellently quali- 
dy’d tor all honourable purpofes : befide, that 
he was the darling of the people, upon the 
account of the very reverence they had for the 
memory of his father’s virtues; a prince of a 
wonderful modefty in his manners, and gen- 
tlenefs in his converfation, without arrogating 
any thing to himfclf above others. By the 
reputation of this illuftrious charaéter, he did 
not only gain the favour of the fenate and 
people, but of the provinces in general, whom 
he obliged with all manner of good offices 
and refpeéts:s His death, in fine, was not'ce- 
lebrated fo much with pomp and fhew, as 
with tears of tendernefs and affetion, and an 
inward forrow of heare: for the whole body 
of the people lamented the death of their 
prince, as if every particular man had loft his 
own father. The reputation of Germanicus 
was of great advantage every way to his fon 





the emperors ever put fo much confidence in 
foothfayers and diviners as Tiberius, fome of 
whofe predictions were not altogether idle, as 
he fometimes found by experience. But no- 
thing ftruck him decper than this foreboding 
encounter of the two competitors; which 
wrought fo fentibly upon him, that he gave 
his grandchild already for a dead man; and 
no body to blame neither, but himfelf, for 
giving heed to omens, when he might have 
liv’d free and eafy, without prefling into the 
fecrets of God’s hidden councils, and blafting 
the peace of his life with unwarrantable han- 
kerings after the knowledge of things to come ; 
and this itch of prefcience was the plague he 
labour’d under. This unexpeéted difappoint- 
ment of the fucceffion, put his head quite out 
of tune for fpeeches, but yet fomewhat or 
other was to be faid, tho’ never fo much 
againtt his ftomach, upon this occafion 3 fothar 


he deliver’d himfelf to this effet: “ I fhall He gives 
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a blood of you two; but yet upon confult- 
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Caius ; but efpecially among the foldiers, that 
were all ready to lay down their lives at his 
feet to ferve him. 

Tizserius, after this, order’d Evodus to} 
have his fons come to him early the next }“ 
morning, and put up a prayer to the Gods of | “ 
his country to direét him by fome particular ' “ 
token, which of the two he fhould chufe for : “ 
his fucceffor, wifhing with all his heart that :‘‘ 
the lot might fall upon Tiberius; but he durtt ; “ 
not venture, however, to prejudge and deter- | “ 
mine fo high a point, without confulting his | “ 
oracle. And fo he propofed to govern him-j 
felf by this token, that he of the two that | “ 
came firft to him in the morning, fhould be, “‘ 
his fucceflor. ‘This refolution being taken, he ; “ 
gave it in charge to his grandchild’s tutor, to | ‘“ 
be fure to bring his pupil to him by break of day, |“ 
taking for granted, that heaven would declare j “ 
icfelf in favour of Tiberius: but it fell out 
otherwife ; for upon the emperor’s fending out 
Evodus by break of day next morning to look 
for his fons at the door, and to bring him in 
firftt that he faw firft, he found only Caius 
there, and told him that he muft come to his 
father, and fo took him in along with him. 
Young Tiberius, ic feems, not imagining his 
Grandfather’s butinefs, flipt his time by ftaying 
to take his breakfaft. ‘The emperor was not a 
little ftartled at the fight of Caius, to confider 
how providence had defeated him in his de- 
fign of difpofing of the government, by fet- 
tling it contrary to his inclination: and the 
croffing of his will was not the wort of the 
cafe neither; for he was more concerned for 
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berius to Caius, who promis’d to pay a punc- 
tual obedience to all his orders, but never in- 
tended it. 
fefs’d of his command, he put his brother to upon the 

death, according to the prefage of Tiberius, death of Ti- 
and he himfelf a few years afterwards was evius- - 

taken off by a confpiracy. 


and my own reafon, I do here transfer the ther. 
tule of the Roman empire into your hands: 
but I do likewife adjure you, that in the 
exercife of this power, you do never forget 
the obligation you have to him from whom 
you receiv’d it; and that you fhew your 
gratitude to your patron, by all demonttra- 
tions of love and friendthip to your brother 
Tiberius. I ask nothing more, in return for 
the dignity I have now confer’d upon you 3 
(for next to the Gods, you owe it all to me) 
than that you be not wanting in any thing 
to him, whom nature itfelf hath made al- 
moft infeparable from me. And I am to 
mind you farther alfo, that it is as much 
your Intereft as your duty to do what I ad- 
vife you to: for the fecurity and fplendor 
of your own fortune depends in a great 
meafure upon the life and well-being of your 
brother; and the day of his death will be 
the eve to that of your mifery. Sovercign- 
ty 1s a giddy and a flippery height, and it 
is a dangerous place for a man to ftand alone 
upon ; befide that fins againft the ties and 
inftincts of confanguinicy and nature, never 
fail of being follow’d by a divine venge- 


not need to tell you, my fon Caius, (lays Caius the 
government, 


with a charge 
7 7 to be kind 
ing the good pleafure of the immortal Gods, to his bro- 


ance.” ‘Thefe were the laft words of ‘Ti- Caius pro- 


For fo foon as ever he was pof- 


Tizerrus dy’d within a few days; 


the perfonal fafety of his grandfon, than for 
the lofs of the empire. For where dominion 
is the queftion, the longer {word carries it; 
ambition knows no kindred ; and among rivals 
for power, the one can never think himfelf 
fafe, but in the ruin of the other. Tiberius 
was moft fuperftitioufly addi¢ted to fortune- 
tellers, judicial aftrologers, and that fort of 
people ; and govern’d his life in a great mea- 
fure by their advice and direGtion. As he 
happen’d to caft his eye upon Galba once, 
turning to fome particular friends about him: 
“That man, (fays he) will be emperor of 


“* Rome.” Upon the whole matter, none ot! 


claring Caius his fucceffor, after a reign o 
two and twenty years, five months and thir- 
teen days. Caius fucceeded him, and the 
fourth in the roll of the emperors. ‘The ru- 
mour of the death of Tiberius was joyful 
news to the Romans; but they durft not 
build too much upon the truth of it; not that 
they did not with ic true with all their hearts, 
and would have given all the world long be- 
fore to have had it fo, but they were atraid 
of being over-credulous, and of difcovering 
the fatisfaction they conceiv’d upon it before 
they were fure of the thing itfelf; for there 
were fo many {pies and informers up and down, 
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that fuch a miftake would have been certain | 

‘rhe chivw- death. He was fierce and implacable, to the 
higheitt degree; never any man was jo tyran- 
nically rigorous to the nobility. He had his 
inexorable averfions upon no other ground 
than mere humour and caprice ; and ito bru- 
tally cruel in his very inclination, that as 
he order’d it, death was a mercy from him. 
Wherefore it concern’d the people to be cau- 
tious how they {eem’d pleas’d with the news, 
confidering the mortal danger of it, if it 
Marfyas car- fhould be tound a mittake. The tidings of this 
ries the "5 emperor’s death were no fooner come to Mar- 
of his ceath tas, Agrippa’s freeman, but he pofted away 

to Agrippa 2 : . 
immediately to carry the bleffed news to his 

patron, whom he found going into a bath, 
and whifper’d him in Hebrew, thefe words ; 
« Thelion, (fays he) is dead.” Agrippa ca~ 
fily apprehended his meaning, and ina kind 
of extafy of joy: ‘“* Well! (fays he) how 
“© fhall Fever be able to requite thee for this, 

‘© and feveral other good offices that thou haft 

* render’d me, if it be as thou fay’it?” The 

t; captain that had him in cuftody, obferving 
what hafte Marfyas made to deliver his er- 
wo his pand, and how well pleas’d Agrippa was with 
what he had told him, made no doubr but 
there was fomething more than ordinary in the 
matter, and fo detir’d Agrippa to tell him the 
bulinefs; who made fome difficulty at firft, 
but upon prefling him farther, Agrippa, in a 
kind of confidence, told him the whole ftory. 
The officer joy’d him of the good news, and 
treated him with a fplendid fupper: but as 
they were in the middle of their jollity and 
cups, comes a metienger with intelligence that 
Tiberius was paft danger, and would quickly 
come to town. Thefe words went to the ve- 
ry heart of the captain, who being con{cious 
to himfelf that he had forfeited his head for 
making merry with a prifoner, upon the news 
of Celar’s death, pufh’d Agrippa in a rage 
trom his feat, and in a menacing tone faid : 
“Do you think to come off thus with your 
lies, and your tricks? and could you find 
no body but me to impofe your fictions up- 
on, of the death of Cefar? no no, (fays 
‘ he) this fawcinefs of your tongue fhall coft 
«you dear:” and fo he call’d to have him 

put in chains again, and kepr ftri€ter than be- 

tore. When Agrippa had pafs’d the wholc 

night in this condition, the report of Cefar’s 

death was reviv’d the next day: every body 

talking of ic publickly, and pcople offering 

up facrifices for joy. Soon atter this, there 
Caliivorms came two letters from Caius; one to the fce- 
tate of nate, to inform them that Tiberius had de- 
de- clar’d him his fucceffor; and the other to 
Unie, Pifo, the governor of the city, to the fame 
Agrippsto purpofe; appointing alfo chat Agrippa fhould 
betiftharg’. be difcharg’d of the prifon, and allow’d the 
liberty of the houfe wherein he liv’d belore ; 

fo that he was now out of all danger and ap- 
prehenfion ; for tho’ he was ftill in cultody, 

he was in all other refpects in a ftate of frece 

Cains goesto dom. Upon the return of Caius to Rome, 
Teac and the body of Tiberius along with him, the 
ef Tibe, funerals were celebrated with all magnificence 
rigs vith and folemnity. ‘Che emperor would have dif- 
him. charg’d Agrippa the fame day; but Antonia 
A pe was againft it, not for want of good-will to 
tentfunera’ she man, but it would be an indecency fhe 
thought, to do ic fu haftily; and a kind of 
difrefpect to Liberius, to releafe a prifoner of | 
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his committing all ina hurry. But it was not 

many days after this, however, that he took 

him home; had him thav’d, new rob’d, and Agrippa 

a crown put upon his head, as fuccetlor to-the es and 

Tetrarchy that Philip had; created him king, cee 

with an addition to him of the Tectrarchy of conferd yy. 

Lyfania; and beftowing upon him a golden on him. 

chain of the fame weight with the iron one wine Bives 

he had before; fending alfo Marallus gover- chain Seq? 

nor into Judea. weight of his 
In the fecond year of the rcign of Caius, iron one, ~ 

Agrippa obtain’d leave of Cefar to go tora MS 

while, and fettle affairs at home ; with a pro- 7 re 

mife to be back again by fuch atime. It was dea. ~ 

a wondertul furprize to them, to fec Agrippa 

with a crown upon his head; a remarkable 

inttance of the inftabilicy of fortune, and the 

unctrtainty of human affairs, in-this change 

of his condition from one excefs to another: 

fome look’d upon him to be a wife and a hap- 

py man, and ftanding “fo firm againft all dif- 

couragements; but others were fo amaz’d at 

the circumftances of this revolution, that they 

could hardly belicve what they faw. 





CHAP. IX. 


Lhe envy of Herodias. She preffés her husband 
to Leg fometbing for hinffelf. Herod and bis 
wife fets out for Rome. Agrippa fets Fortuna- 
tus for afpy upon them. Herod and Fortuna- 
tus come to Puteoli together. Articles exbibi- 
ted againf? Herod « The confpiracy of Sejanus, 
&9c. Herod is remov’d fron his government, 
and condemn’d to perpetual exile. Cefar’s re- 
Spe to Hercdias, aud her generous refufal of 
it. She is banifbed and confined with her btif- 
band Caius affumes to himfelf divine honours. 


I. was fo intolerable a mortification to He- Herodias 
rodias, (the fifter of Agrippa, and the wife cnvies her 
ot Herod the Tetrarch of Gallilee and Perea, poe 
the country beyond Jordan,) to fce her bro- Poe hasbind. 
ther, who was fore’d but the other day to run 
away from his creditors, now upon his return 
fo much advanced above her husband in fplen- 
dor, dignity, and power, that the haughtinefs 
of her fpirit was not able to brook it; efpeci- 
ally to fee him in the pomp of his royal ftate 
and robes, fhewing himfelf to the people, and 
the mulitude crowding abouthim. ‘The cnvy 
that this thought and fpectacle gave her. was 
fo infupportable, that in the violence of her 
paffion, nothing would ferve her, but her huf- 
band muttimmediatcly go to Rome, and never 
Icave Cefar till he had got the like honour 
and prefermene for himfelf. “ It would she prees 
“ be the breaking of her heare (fhe faid) him away 0 
to fee her husband that was the fon OL Oe bes 
a king, and fo fair both in the affeétions of 2 Ninteil 
the people, and in his own reafonable pre- 
tenfions to fucceed him, ftand tamcly look- 
ing on likea private contented wretch ; and 
at the fame time Agrippa che bankrupt 
fon of Ariftobulus, a criminal that had fuf- 
fer’d under the hands of juftice, advanced 
to athrone : but my dear husband’ (faid fhe) 
if you have had the paticnee hitherto, to 
live below the birth and quality of your 
father’s fon, it is certainl high cific now, 
however, to bethink yourfclf of doing fome 
“ fort of right, both to your credit, and to 
“ your family, without truckling to open 
“© thar 
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that owes his very bread to’ your charity. 
Never let it be faid that Agrippa, under the 


neceffities, rais’d his fortunes above He- 
rod’s, who had all the advantages of repu- 
tation and plenty on-his. fide. It will not 
ftand with your dignity, ever to own that 


have kept from ftarving. Wherefore, with- 
out any more ado, Ict.us {pare for neither 
money nor pains, but haftento Rome toge- 
ther ; forgold and filver is not valuable 
barely for itfelf, bur for thé power and 
fatisfa€tion it brings us upon the well-dif- 
pofing of it.” ee 

Herop was a great lover of his cafe, befide 
that he had no great opinion of the court. of 
Rome; fo thar he try’d all: manner of ways. 
to divert his wife from fuch a refolution, per- 
fuading her to reft fatisfy’d with their preient 
fortunes and enjoyments’; but the more earneft 
he was one way, the more eager was Hero- 
dias the other; having taken up an uncon- 
troulable rofolution to purfue her point atany 
rate. She followed him fo clofe, in fine, that 
he was wrought upon at laft, even in his own 
defence, to comply with her importunities, and 
fo they fet out for Rome together, with an 
equipage fuitable enough tothe occafion. A- 
grippa being awate all this while of every 
thing that pafs’d, bethoughe himfelf of this 
way of countermining them. He kept his 
freeman Fortunatus in readinefs with letters 
and prefents for the emperor, who, fo foon as 
ever Herod fhould fer fail from Rome, was 
to put to fea after him, with particular in- 
ftruétions how to behave himfelf when he came 
there, Fortunatus had a quick paflage, and 
arriv’d at Puteoli juft with Herod ; but Caius 
happened to be at that time at the Baic, a little 
‘Town in Campagne, about five * furlongs 
from Puteoli; a place famous for royal: -pa- 


laces; the emperors that frequented the hot | 


baths there, fome for their pleafure, others for 
their health, ftriving to outdo one another in 
the ftate and curiofity of their buildings. 
Upon coming to this place, Herod made his 
reverence to the emperor, and Fortunatus 
within one’ minute after prefented him his 
letters. Caius upon the perufal found them 
to contain a direét accufation of Herod : 
Firft, for being a party to the confpiracy of 
Scjanus againit Tiberius ; and now again for 
fiding with Artabanus the Parthian againft 
Caius, offering this for a proof againft him, 
that he had at that inftane a magazine of 
arms for feventy thoufand men. Cefar, pre- 


fently ina paflion, demanded of Herod whe-., 


ther he had fuch ‘a provifion of arms or not? 
The thing was fo plain and evident, that he 
could not deny it; fo that the emperor never 
look’d further for any proof of the treafon; but 
took away his government and gave it to A- 
grippa, with his moncy alfo, as a reward for 
his difcovery. As for Herod, he fentenced him 
to a perpetual banifhment and confinement in 
Lyons, a famous city in France ; but for He- 
todias, whom he knew to be Agrippa’s fifter, 
he gave her the command of whatever be- 
long’d to her, and without making her a par- 
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taker of her husband’s calamity, he promis’d 
to treat her favourably for her brother’s fake ; 
whereupon fhe told him: ‘ Sir, (fays fhe) Her generous 
**-you {peak like a great emperor, ‘and pray refutal of iz 
give me leave to behave my felf like an 
indulgent wife. I am not inacondition-to 
enjoy the benefit of this bounty ; for I do 
* not think. ir reafonable or honeft, after the 
fhare I have had in my hnsband’s better 
‘* fortunes, how to abandon him in his adver- 
“ fity.”. “Dhis greatnefs of. mind in a woman DUNG ane. 
gave fuch an offence:to Caius, that upon fer husband 
the fenfe.of this indignity he banifh’d, con- : 
fifcated, and confined -Herodias, together with 
her-husband.. And this .was the vengeance 
that. God_ brought upon Herodias-for.the ma- 
lignity of her envy tothe fuccefs of her bro- 
ther; and likewife the punifhment that God 
inflicted upon Herod for being fo cafily sover- 
rul’d: by a giddy, fpiteful, and impetuous wo- 
man. : Re fees aye Pee as ‘ 
Tue reign of Caius, for the-firft.and.fecond' The mode-. . 
year of his government,:‘was temperate..and’ ration of Ca- 


prudent, and gain’d’ exceedingly "upon the 4°." 


She is ba- 
nifh'’d and 


:people, both at Rome. irfelf,..and inthe Pro-:years. 


‘vinces : but ‘fuch was the pride and wanity;: of; His arro- 
his heart, in the’ contemplation. of his: great- gcc and 
nefs and power, that after. awhile he aflum’d yanity in. af 
to himfelf to be more. that flefh and_, bloed, honours. 
blafphemed the Gods:; and -in contempt.,,of 

any other Deity,, ufurp’d divine honours,.to 

himfelf. Se hate. oe OR te 


pee 
ator’ 








‘CHAP: XxX -' 

A controverfy betwixt’ thé Fews and Greeks-at 
Alexandria.’ They ‘fend fix ambaffaders to 
Caius about it; three ofa fide. Apion and 
Philo the chief. Apion, accufes epee : for 
refufing to‘ pay divine honours to Caits.: A 
brave and a bold fpeech of P hilo’s.: us 


oF 


happy difference, and fix ambafladors, thre 


HERE happened at Alexandria, be- A contro- . 


twixt the Jews and the Greeks, an un- verfy betwixe 
: e the Jews and 


ot 

CxS . 

which, Apion and Philo were the chief. A- They fend 

mong other things that Apion ee againft fix embaffa- 

the Jews, this was the main ; That “ wheres dars to Ch- 

rt ius about it. 

as temples and altars were creéted all over 4 jion and 

the world to Caius elfewhere ; and the Philo the 

fame adoration paid to the emperor, as'to chief | 

the reft of the Gods; only the Jews ftood {pions 

“ out, and abfolutcly refus’d cither to dedi- "gaiult ks 

© cate Images to Cefar, or to {wear by his ho jows, 

* ly Name.” Apion began with this invec- 

tive, and did all he could in the world to in- 

flame Ccfar againft the Jews. Philo the bro- Philo not 

ther of Alexander, overfecr of the cuftoms, a permitted to 
erfon every way extraordinary, and a man of ‘peak in their 

. : ao defence. 

etters, being now about the reply on the behalf a tyrave and 

of the Jews, as their firft commiffioner upon y hold fpecch 

the embafly, Cefar, in a rage, little fhort of of Philo. 

violence bad him be gone. Philo upon this 

cholerick repulfe, turning to the Jews about 

him, bad them have a good heart; for, (hays 

he) “ Now Caius is againft us, God will be 

© for us.” 


a 
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* There being cight furlongs in a mile, five muft be near half a mileand half quarter. 


CHAP. 


458 


FLAVIUS JOSEPHUS of — Boox XVIII. 





Catus takes 
himtelf ro be 
attronted. 
He fends Pe- 
tronius to 
Judes, to fer 
up his thatue 
in thetemple 
there, 
Petronius 
follows his 
orders. 





in it. 


They expo- 


flalare with 
Petronias. 


CHAP. XI 


Caius thinks bimfelf affronted. Petronius order’d 
to fet up bis” fiatue. The Gews beg of Pe- 
tronius nct to prefs them in it, 8c. Ariffo- 
Lulus, and other eminent Fews fide with them. 
Petronius lays tke cafe before Cefar, &8e. Pe 
tronius’s letter to Cefar. Agrippa at Ronic, 
cohen Cefar receiv'd it. He prefents Cefar with 
a fplendid treat, 8c. Agrippa begs the 
recalling of kis order to Petronias. Caits 
grants bis requeft, and writes to Petronits. A 
comntotion antong the Feu's. Caius writes a 
onenscing letter to Petronius > But the news of 
Caius’s death came to bis hand before the let- 
ter. Petronius deliver’d by Providence. 


“NAIUS cook it for fuch an affront, to find 
C that the Jews were the only people in 
the world who contemn’d his commands, that 
he prefenrly fent away Petronius into Syria, 
in the place of Vitcllius, with orders to enter 
Judea with a ftrong army, and fet up his fta- 
tue in the temple there. If they fubmitted 
to it, well and good! But in cafe of refufal, 
his orders were to force it upon them by dint 
of arms. Petronius took upon himfelf the 
adminittration, and made what hafte he could 
towards the putting of Cefar’s commands in ex- 
ecution: That is tofay, he got a body of aux- 
iliaries together, and two Roman legicns, 
which he pur into winter quarters in Pro- 
lemais, to be ready to march early the next 
fpring. Caius had an account of his pro- 

eedings from time totime, and gave him 
thanks tor his induitry,; bidding him go on 
boldly, for he was refolv’d he faid to bring 
down the contumacy of that itubborn peo- 

le. 

; Trere came at this time vaft multitudes of 
Jews to Petronius at Prolemais, begging of 
him for Heaven’s fake not to prefs them upon 
any thing againft their confciences, and_ the 
rules of their profeffion. Or it it was of in- 
difpenfable neceffiry that a ftatue muft be fer 
up in their temple, they defired he would take 
away their lives firft, and then he might do 
aiterwards what he pleafed. But fo long as 
they had breath in their bodies, they could ne- 
ver fuifer the violation of thofe laws and 
precepts that had been handed down to them 
thro’ fo many generations from their famous 
progenitors. Petronius reply’d quick upon 
them, ‘* Thisthat you fay might have fome 
“influence upon me, (fays he) if I were at 
“© my own liberty; bue being under Cefar’s 
“ command, I muit obey Cefar’s order, and I 
** dare do no other.” To this the Jews re- 
ply’d, “© That if he could not depart trom his 
‘¢ matter’s orders, neither could they from 
“ theirs; and that by the grace of God 
“ they were refolv’d to tread in the fteps 
“ of their forefathers, as they had ever hi- 
‘© therto done. Wearenot fo mean (faid they) 
“ as tor the faving of a miferable temporary 
“ lite to hazard the forfeiture of a blefied 
“¢ eternity, by prevaricating with the laws of 
“© God. No, no, Sir, let but our laws and 
*¢ our religion be fafe, and what becomes of 
“ our carcafies, and our fortunes, we inatter 
“ not. Our truft is in God, and in the 
‘* affurance of his providence and proteétion, 
“ we are refolv’d to abide all hazards, 


whether we fhall rather chufe to incur a 
perpetual infamy by our cowardice, on the 
*S one hand, or the wrath of God by our 
difobedience on the other; and in fhort, 
whether we fhall obey the voice of heaven, 
“Sor the voice of Caius, and which of the 
“two, be you the judge.” 

Perronivus gathering from his difcourfe Petronius 
the inflexible ftitinets of thefe people, and that informs hiss. 
it was impoilible for him to fet up Cefar’s tn pe 
ftatue, but by the laft extremity of blood and fons 
flaughter, he took fome of his triends ard do- The Jews 
metticks about him, with whom he went todraw into s 
Tiberias to be within diftance of being morc na ae 
particularly inform’d in the manners, cuftoms, as deh, 
and affairs of the people he had to deal with. They ieaton 
This approach of the Romans put the Jews the cale wich 
in a great dread of a war; but in a greater, Petron. 
for fear of an invafion upon their cuftoms and 
religion. So that upon this alarum, feveral 
thoutands of them in a body went directly to 
Pecronius, defiring him with moit patlonate 
initances not to drive the multitude upon de- 

{perate necefiities, by offering to prophane their 

holy city with forbidden tmages. ‘* What, 

“* fays Patronius, and will you then rafhly in- 

“ gagein a war with Cefar, withouc ito much 

as contidering cither his {trength, or your 

own weakneis?” They cold Petronius, 

No; they did’not propoic to fight, but ra- 

ther dic themfelves than to facrifice their 

laws; catting themfelves down upon the 

ground at the fame time, and baring their 

necks, as who fhould tay, ‘ itrike when you 

“ will, we are ready for you.” ‘They conti- 

nued at this pals for a matter of forty days 

Without cithcr ploughing or fowing, or at-.oain the 
tending any office of husbandry, tho’ the fea- mean time 
{on of the year requir’d it: For they wete allnegleée their 
unanimoufly agrecd upon ic, rather to die than tillage, 
to admitthe ftatue. ee 

WHiLe matters were in this ftate, Arifto- eminent Jess 
bulus, the brother of king Agrippa, and Elcias fide with 
firnamed the Great, with feveral noblemen them. 
of the family, and others of the firft quality p00 aetre 
among the Jews, apply’d themfelves to Petro- Petroniue 10 
nius; ‘ defiring him to contider, that they lay the cate 
‘© were an obftinate fort of People he had: ro before Celar 
‘¢ do withal, and how dangerous it mightbe © 
“ to hurry them into defpair: But their ad- 

‘© vice was for him tointorm Caius ofthe dif- 
*¢ ficulties of the cafe; the ttubbornnefs of the 
‘¢ party, how refolutely bent they were againtt 
“* the fetting up of che ftatue, and how they 
*“ neglected the tillage of their land at the 
*¢ proper fcafon of the year, not with any 
*¢ thought of a rebellion, but in a determina- 
€ tion rather to dic than to blait the inte- 
*¢ grity of their religion ; that this negleét of 
“ their husbandry mutt of neceflity expofe the 
‘¢ country to robbers and rapines, and difable 
** them from paying their taxcs. ‘They fog- 
gefted that poilibly this might make Cefar . 
** relent, and confequently remove all colour 
* for a rebellion: or if nothing could divert 
him frem carrying on the war, that might 
“ be done at lait as well as betore.” Thus 
far went Arittobulus. 

PeTRONIUS was no ftranger to the intem- 
perate and revengeiul humour of Caius; efpe- 
cially where any ftop or delay was put to the 
execution of his commands; but yet fuch was 
the awe and reverenee he had for God, and 
his own confcicnce, and fuch the horror he 
had 
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had to think of facrificing fo many (lives to 
the fury of a madman, that was with thefe 
confiderations, together with the credit of che 
interceflor, the importance of the affair, and 
the danger of traniporting an obftinate fort of 
people into defperation, he came to a refolu- 
tion of writing plainly to Caius all the diffi- 
culties of the cafe, at what hazzard foever; 
for he thoughre thus with himfelf: ‘* What if 
“ all this fhould do no good now! what if 
* jinftead of reafoning him into a better mind, 
* thefe trifling expoftulations fhould rather 
** provoke and enflame him, and bring the 
ftorm upon my own head, that J am now 
labouring to avert from others! I fhall have 
this comfort yet at the worft, cither that I 
dye in the poft of an honeft man, or at leaft 
that I did not decline the expofing of my 
life, even to an appearing certainty of ruin, 
in the difcharge of a publick duty, and for 
the common fafety of an innocent people.” 

Perronivus, upon this deliberation, fum- 
mon’d a mecting of the Jews at Tiberius, 
where they attended in prodigious numbers; 
and that which he had to fay to them was 
* Ic is not of my own head, (fays he) 
*- that I have undertaken this expedition ; bat 
** upon the command of Cefar. I fhall not 
** need to tell you the danger of deferring the 
** execution of my orders, for fovereign pow- 
“ ers will not be trifled with: to fay nothing 
* of the equity and reafon of the thing, in 
“« my fubmitting to the authority of a prince 
“* that has been the raifing and the making of 
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favour of what Petronius.-was now a doing 3 
for fo foon as ever he had dcliver’d himfelf, 
there fell a fhower to the admiration of all 
people, in as cleara day as ever fhin’d, and 
without one cloud to be feen. ‘This happened 
after fo long a drought, that they were almoft 
out of hope of having any more rain; and 
tho’ now and then they faw perhaps a flying 
cloud, it blew over yet without any effect. 
This wonderful relief beyond all thought and: 
expectation, was look’d upon by the oe as 
a bleffing upon Petronius’s prayers, and as an 
earneft of more to. come: Neither was any 
body more fenfible cf it than Petronius him- 
felf, cither of the prodigy, or of the interpre- 
tation ofit: for it was fo convincing an evidence 
from heaven in favour of the tne that it 
would not hear the leaft doubt or contradiétion. 
Petronius was very particular in his report to 


the emperor in this whole affair, and laid al} Petronius's 


the neceflary points before him: As whac & 
might be the confequence of purfuing fuch a 
multitude of ftubborn people to fuch extremi- 
ties, and making fo many thoufand men def- 
perate ; for nothing but abfolute violence could 
ever force them into a compliance: Befide 
that in the violent profecution of them, Caius 
would but fink his own revenue, and punifh 
himfelf, which would turn afterwards to his 
eternal reproach: Subjoining likewife to all 
the reft, that the Jews were a people accep- 
table to God, who had given many won- 
demat inftances of his peculiar care over 
them. 


efar. 


_ Wuen Petronius’s Ictters came to Cefar, Agrippaat 
king Agrippa happen’d to be at Rome, and e- Rome when 
° panes Cefar receiv’d 
very day more and more inthe good graces jr, 
of the emperor; a kindnefs that he cultivated Agrippa pre- 
by all the ftudy and application imaginable. fents Cefur 
As in particular, he made Caius one treat, ae tole 
‘ A : i at ; 
that for expenfe, variety, curiofity, delicacy, \ho promifes 
order, and contrivance, out-did all that ever a large re- 


was heard of before him; not excepting the quital. 


“ me. Bur yet after all this now, as the cafe: 
“¢ ftands, I no not fo much confider my own 
“¢ perfonal fecurity, or my credit with my 
¢ matter, as I do the welfare and prefervation 
““ of a confcious people in the warrantable 
“ defence of their worthipandlaws. Neither 
“© doI approve of the prophaning of God’s 
“ holy houfe at the pleafure of lawlefs princes. 
“¢ Wherefore I am now fending an exprefs to 


A ftrange- 


Providence in 
favour of Pe- 


tronius. 


“ Caius, to let him know your final refolu- 
*€ rion aboutthe ftatue. And it fhall be none 
“ of my fault neither, if the emperor does 
<¢ not comply with you in every thing elfe that 
“© you can honeftly defire. May the divine 
“¢ providence that over-rules all human pow- 
“¢ ers and purpofes, preferve your religion fa- 
“< cred and inviolate, and grant that the em- 
“© peror’s exceffive affectation of glory in this 
“¢ particular, may never be charged to his ac- 
“¢ count. As for my on part, if ic fhall be my 
“© lot to fall under his difpleafure for this 
‘© liberty; tho’ to the lofs of life and fortune,. 
<¢ T am prepared for it: provided only that I, 
“© may never live to fee fo many good men de-: 
* ftroy’d only for well doing. Whereforelet 
“¢ every man betake himfelf to his own home 
“ and bufinefs. Go to your lands and tillage. 
“© again, and leave meto manage with the em- 
“ peror. I am juftnow fending away to 
“ him ; and you may depend upon it, that 
“ nothing fhall be wanting to your fatisfac- 
“© tion, that I myfelf and my friends are able 
©€ to do for you.” With thefe words he 
difmifs’d the aflembly ; bad them hope the 
beft, and take care of their husbandry. Pe- 
tronius had no fooner made an end of fpeak- 
ing thefe comfortable things to the Jews, but 
the goodnefs of God appeared in fo extraordi- 
nary a providence, that every body look’d upon 


_ it as a manifeft declaration’ from heaven, in 


moft fplendid entertainments even of Cefar 
himfelf. Caius was fo taken with the gencrous 
magnificence of this collation, and with the 
hearty good will of it too; for to come up to 
it, Agrippa had expended even more than he 
could well afford, that he refolved to enter 
into a kind of competition, and vie good of- 
fices with him. When the wine hand a little 
warm’d him, the humour took him in the 
head, to make Agrippa merry alfo, and fo he 
accofted him thus: “ Agrippa (fays he) this 
““ is not the firft proof I have had of your 
friendfhip and affection. In the days of 
Tiberius I had many evidences of it to your 
hazard; and you have now oblig’d me to 
your coft; and in fo exceffive a manner too, 
that you have confulted my honour and plea- 
fure, more than your own convenicnce. It 
would be a bafe thing for me now to fuffer 
myfelf to be overcome by benefits, and 
therefore I am refolved at prefent to make 
you fome amends for any thing that I ever 
fell fhort in before; and the addition thar I 
intend tomy former bounty, fhall be fuchas 
will very much advance the condition of 
your life and fortune for the future.’ Caius 
expeéted, upon this frank and unlimited pro- 
mife, that Agrippa fhould prefently have begged 
lands, commiffions, nay whole provinces, and 
ample revenues. But Agrippa, on the other 
fide, though prepar’d betorchand what to ask, 
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fufpended the 


declaring of ita while, till it 


might fall in aftcrward with the better grace 


as 
<< 
«c 


“t 

, “ 

Agrippa con- se 
tents him- 

felf with the ¢¢ 

blefling of cc 

Cetar’s favour “t 

“ 

ce 


by the by. “ Sir, (fayshc) as I had no 
private ends of my own, inthe lircle fervi- 
ces I did youin the time of ‘Tiberius; fol 
propofe nothing more to myielf at prefent, 
than the comfort of yourtavour. You have 
done more for me already than I could rea- 
fonably cither, hope, or fo much as with 
for; and though I very well underftand 
that you have greater things yet in your 
power; giveme leave however to make this 
profeffion with acknowledgments for what I 


ae 
.¢ 4 
ec 
ce 
ce 


expect now. from my indignation and juttice. 
I am refolv’d to make an cxample of you, 
both to the prefent age and to pofterity, to 
give the world to underftand that fovercign 
power is not tobedally’d wicn.””) This ie 


ter was fent to the prefident while Cefar was 
yet alive, but noe delivered rill atterwards 4 


the bearer of it having a flow patlage : So that’ 


the death of Caius came frit ro Perronins, to 
whom God was infinitely merciful and gra- 
cious, in confidcration ot the zeal he fhew’d, 
and the dangers he underwent, for his honour. 
and for the religion of his people the Jews: 


Petronius ‘re. 
Ceives the 
news of Cay. 
us’s death he. 
fore the lee 
tec. . 


“ have receiv’d, that Incither deferve nor feck 

“ for any thing farther.” Caius was fo ama~ 

zed at the modeity and moderation of the man, 

that he the more earneftly importun’d Agrippa 

Ciius preiies to ask him fome boon or other, and let it be 
Aemppsro what ic would, ic fhould never be deny’d him. 
ask himtome-«¢ VWell fir, (lays Agrippa) fince you are fo 
thing er O-  «¢ generous as to lay this kind command upon 
ve “ me, I thall prefume to offer youone requeft; 
and itfhall be neither wealth nor honour; for 

by your favour, ({ays he) Ihave enough of 

both already: But the granting of that 
which I have to defire will eftablifh you in 
the favour both of God and man; and ir 
will betomy own immortal glory too, if I 
may but obtain this conceffion, after fo many 
others, to crown all the reft. My defire is 
only this, that you will recal your order to 
Petronius for fetting up your ftatue in the 
temple of the Jews.” Agrippa knew well 
enough that this propofal was like the chance 
of a die, for life or death, as thar was the 
hazard of croffing any of Caius’s decrees; but 
yet however, betwixt the obliging influence of 
the creat, and the fhame of retuling a requett 
that he himfelf had fo publickly extorted, to- 
gether with a juft deference to the virtue of a 
man that fet a higher value upon the comfort 
ofa good confcience, and the peace of his 
country, than upen the fplendid vanities of 
wealth and power; the emperor granted him 
what he ask’d, and fo wrote to Petronius ; 
ser approving all he had done in drawing his 
Petronizs. trcops together, and obferving his orders. 
“ As for the ftatue, (fays he) it ic be fet up 
already, letit ftand; and if it be not, trou- 
ble yourfelf no farther about ic; but dif- 
charge your army, and go back again to Sy- 
ria. I am content to remit this difobedi- 
ence for Agrippa’s fake, for whom I have 
fo great an honour and refpect that I can 
deny himnothing.” This was the fubftance 
of the empcror’s letter to Petronius, which 

was written before there was any fufpicion of 

an infurrection intended among the Jews: But 

Caius, being a man without cither honefty or 

fname; and fo abandon’d to the extravagant 

liberties of a furious choler, that he account- 

ed it a mark of dignity and greatnefs to be 
fwaggering and outragecus; this man, I fay, 
Acommotion upon the rumour of a commotion among the 
among tnt ews that follow’d foon attcr, broke out into 
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Jee fuch a paffion to fee his authority fo affronted 
by that rebellious people, that he immediate- 
ly chang’d his ftile, and wrote a fecond letter 

_ to Petronius to this effect. * Since you have 

Caius writes cc 


But Caius, being cut off in the career of his 
blafphemous vanity, for uturping to himfelf di- 
vine honours, Petronius had the thanks of the 
Romans, as well as of the provincials, tor his 
eminent fervices to the publick upon that oc- 
calion; and more efpecially the acknowledg- 
ments of the prime men of the fenate, whom 
Caius took a pride as well as a delight to tor~ 
ment and trample upon, in a more particular 
way of infolence and fcorn. He was cut off 
foon atter that denouncing letter to Petronius: 
But as to the ground of the confpiracy, and . 
manner of executing it, we fhall {et it torth 
in another place. The news of the emperor’s 
death to Petronius was follow’d with the Icteer 
that brought him the menace of his own: And 
as he could not under thofe circumftanccs but 
rejoice at the former; fo neither could he bur 
magnity and admire the goodnefs and provi- 
dence of God, that in the fame inftant reward- 
ed the veneration he had paid to the honour of 
his holy temple, and likewife deliver’d rhe 
Jews out of their diftrefs. By this wondertul 
providence was the life of Petronius prefery’d. 








CHAP. RII. 


The Fews of Mefopotania, and Babylon, a mi- 
ferable people, 8c. Afincus and Anileus, two 
brothers, rin away from their maffers, and ga- 
therd a frrong party, Eee. Afineus gives the 
Parthians a great cverthrow. driabanus courts 
the two brothers to an alliance, Ec. They go 
tothe king together. Aldagafius asks leave to 
cut Afineus’s throat. The king oppofes it, €2c. 
Anileus falls in love with a Parthian lady; 
kill’s her husband, and takes her te his bed, €ec. 
Afineus chides his brother, and the wonran poi- 
fous Afineus. Anileus breaks ia upon Mithri- 
dates, and takes away a vaft bocty, E8c. He 
takes Afithridates prifoncr, and routs his ariiy. 
Mithridates fet at liberty, aud his wife teizes 
himintoa war. Mithridates gives Auileus a 
total defeat. Anilens recruits, and falls into 
Babylon, €2c. He is furprized and put to the 
ford, €8c. The Jews are forced into Seleu- 
cia. Perpetual bickerings betwixt the Greeks 
and the Syrians, €8c. Upward of fifty thou- 
faad Fews flain. The remainder withdraw to 
Ctofiphon, aud thence to. Nearda, and Nifibis. 

cls Jews of Mcfopotamia and Babylon ., Jews of 

yere at this time in fo mifcrable a ftate yyefsporamia 


of calamity and coniufion, that we read of no- and Babylon 
miferabie 


a fecond de- 
nouncing ler- _ 
rer to Perro- 
nis. ee 


ce 


thought fit to do more for the Jews money 
than tor my commands, as appears by your 
negleéting the one to gratuity the other, 


be you yourfelf the judge what you are to’ 4 line fromthe original. 


thing like it in any their former hiftorics: But 
this ftory cannot be written cxactly (which I people. 
propound to do) without tracing it down in 


There is in the pro- 
wince 


Chap. XIT. 


Neardaa vince of Babylon, a city they call * Nearda, 
grong city fa place wonderfully populous, and the foil 


Babylon. = fruitful enough to maintain the inhabitants. 
The town is well wall’d and fortify’d, with 
the river Euphrates about it; and not far from 

, it, another ftrong city call’d Nifibis, upon thé 
nifibis® 4 fame river. ‘There was no fear or danger of 
ae any enemy breaking in upon this quarter: So 
fie river. that the Jews laid up in thefe two places the 


In thef€ tWO common ftock of their holy treafure, as it was 
laces oof. ACdicated and brought in from time to time 
ews acpoll : . : 
wdtheir ho~ 2ccording to cuftom. From hence it was tranf- 
jytreafare. mitted to Jerufalem in the proper feafon, un- 
der ftrong convoys, for fear of the Parthians 
upon the road, who were then mafters of Ba- 
bylon. ‘There were among the Jews of Ne- 
arda, two. brothers; Afineus, and Anileus: 
Their father was dead, and their mother had 
put them out to the weaving trade, of learn- 
ing to make fail-cloth, which is accounted no 
difparagement among thofe people where the 
men are us’d to card and fpin. ‘Thefe brothers 
coming one day late to work, their mafter gave 
They run a-them correétion for it, which they took fo 
way ‘rom heinoufly, that they prefently arm’d them- 
a one felves with what came next in the houfe, and 
dion fled away to a place upon the parting of the ri- 
ver, where was great plenty of corn, grafs, 
fruit, and all manner of provifions for a win- 
terftore. While they lay in this retreat, there 
They gather gather’d about them a neceflitous crew of bold 
aftrongpar- lufty young fellows, that armed and lifted 
ty3 themfelves under their command; no body 
daring to controul them. With the affiftance 


Afineus and 
Anileus two 
brothers: by 
trade, fail- 
weavers. 


pou and then they appointed officers and colle¢tors 


fort, and lay Whom they fent up and down the neighbour- 
the country hood toraife contributions, with ample affu- 
under contri- yances of friendfhip and proteétion to thofe 


burigh, that comply’d, againft all oppofers whatfo- 
ever, and threatening deftruétion both to man 
and beaft in cafe of refufal: So that the people 
were under a kind of neceflity of doing what- 
ever they would have them; being by this 
time grown fo numerous and powerful, that 
. they were not able to refift them: Infomuch 
pheking of that the king of Parthia was ftartled at this 
the Alarum. ©OmMmotion. oe 

Tue prince of Babylon, upon this intelli- 
gence, finding himfelf concern’d to nip the fe- 
dition in the bud, drew his troops together 

both out of Parthia, and Babylon, and march’d |‘ 
away prefently with the grofs of his army to 
get up with the mutincers time enough to fur- 
prize them. When he was advanced by de- 
filees and by-ways, to the skirts of a moorifh 
piece of ground, he made an hale; and de- 
The pri pending upon it, that the next day, being 
of Babylon. the fabbath, they would not venture a battle, 
marchesto he moved gently forward; propounding to fall 
furprize upon them at unawares, and make fure of a 
them upon yiétory. While Afineus was at this time re- 
ae pos’d upon a bank with his companions about 


him, and his arms lying by: “¢ Hark ye fel- 
* low foldiers (fays he) methinks I hear the 
** neighing of horfes: Notfuch a neighing, as 
cater hears «¢ if they were fcattered and at pafture, but 
neighing ¢, eciges 

of horfes. the neighing of horfes prefling to a battle. 

Nay I fancy I hear the champing of their 
bits too; and had beft have acare we be not 
circumvented : 


ec 
ce 


ee 


the Antiquities of the Jews. 




















of this party they erected an impregnable fort, ; 
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 difcovery: And I with I may find myfelf 
miftaken.” Scouts were fent out according- 

ly, and in a very little time came back again 

upon the fpur, with news that Afineus was in The fcouts 

the right, for the enemy was at hard; and 8ive notice of 

upon the very point of executing theirrevenge. @7 eemy at 

They have horfes enough, Cae the fcour, To Pees 

Over-run and trample us all under foot: Be- 

fide, (fays he) that we are but fo many naked. 

men, and forbidden by the very laws of our re~. 

ligion to prophane the fabbath with any fort of 

refiftance. But Afineus was quite of another. 

opinion, and told them it was an unreafonable 

thing for them to ftand ftill, and have their 

throats cut only to gratify a barbarous enemy. 

‘* No, my friends, (fays he) confult your cou- 

“¢ rage, and the fovercign law of all laws, your The law of 

prefent neceffity. Wherefore follow my neceffity is a 

example, that at the worft we may not fall cipentsnee 

unreveng’d, and fo let us commit the reft (Pator the 

to providence.”? Upon this exhortation and : 

encouragement, he betook himfelf to hisarms, 

and led his companions to the combat, where 

finding the enemy carelefs and fecure, and in 4 

pofture, rather to take pofleffion of a victory, 

than to difpute it, they took them unprovided 5 4 gnens fills 

made a great flaughter upon the placc, and put on, and gives 

the reft to flight. the enemy a 
Tue bravery of the two brothers gave the great over- _ 

king of Parthia, upon the news of this de- aCe: 

feat, fuch a curiofity and impatience to have 

an interview, and to exchange fome difcourfe 

with them, that he fent them one of his 

guards that he moft confided in, with this 

meflage. ‘* I have a commiffion from Arta- 

“* banus the king of Parthia to tell you, (fays 

** he) that tho”? you have been very injurious 

* to him in making this inroad into his do- 

minions, he is yet ready to bury all paft 

controverfies in the efteem he has for the 

charaéter he hath heard of your perfons. 

And I am farther to acquaint you in my ma- 

fter’s name, that without any fraud, or in- 

direct meaning, he defires to join in a 

league of friendfhip with you. “And I am 

likewife to offer you upon his faith and ho- 

nour, all affurances that you yourfelves can 

defire for your fafe paflage and fecurity, in 

your journey back and forward. You will 

find the king a munificent and a gencrous 

prince, and ready upon all occafions to give 

you farther proofs of his gracious inclinati- 

on and bounty.” Afincus was not over fond 

of the journey, notwithftanding the franknefs 

of the invitation; but he fent his brother Afinens fends 

Anileus however upon the compliment, with jj, brother 

fuch prefents, as he was able to furnifh. Up- on theer- 

on his coming to the: king, he found his ac- rand. 

cefs open and eafy; but Artabanus taking no- 

tice that he came alone, ask’d him why he 

did not bring his brother along with him: fo 

Anileus gave the king to underftand, that he 

was fafe in the bog where he was, and not Aniteus tells 

willing to truft himfelf any where elfe at Artabanus 

mercy. ‘The king underftanding diffidence to He reafon of 

be the caufe, fwore by his Gods, that not a 4% 0mi"6 

hair of either of their heads fhould be touch’d ; *°"* 

And for a ratification of his oath, he gave 

Anileus his right hand upon it; which, with 

the Barbarians, is the moft facred tye of good 


Attabanus 
courts the 
two brothers 
to an alli-~ 
ance. 


Wherefore for certainty | faith that can be given: for after that cere+ 


“ fake, let fome body go out this inftant for] mony paft, they are fo far from any apprehen- 
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* Naarda according to Stephanus Byzant, 
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his brother. 
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fion of being deceiv’d, that there’s no room 
atter it, even for jealouly itfelf, or the very 
fufpicion of talfe dealing. Artabanus, upon 
this ailurance, fent Anileus back again to bring 
his brother; in contemplation of the fervices 
they two might do him by keeping thofe pro- 
vinces in awe, that were wavering toward a 
revolt in the king’s abfence, by the afliftance 
of the party they brought along with them. 
And he did not know neither, but that when 
he himfelf was cmploy’d in the fuppreiling o 
a rebellion on the one hand, Afineus might be 
tortitying himfclf with men and ftrong forts, 
and doing mifchict about Babylon on the other. 
This was the reafon of the king’s tending for 
Afineus. 

Now Afincus underftanding by the report 
or his brother, how great a tendernefs Arta- 
banus had exprefs’d tor them both, and with 
what earneftnefs of oaths and proteftations he 
confirmed the fincerity of all his profeflions, 
was caiily prevail’d upon to wait upon the 
king wich Anileus, and fo they went together. 
Artabanus reccived them with great cafinefs 
anil good will; but upon comparing the dig- 
nity of Afineus’s mind with the fimple appear- 
ance, and in truth the difagreeable figure of 
his perfon, he was not a little furpriz’d at the 
difproportion ; and faid to fome ot his friends, 
thac the foul of that man was never made for 
his bodv. He took occalion one day as he 
was at the table to {peak of him to Abdagafus, 
his general, of his martial pertormances, and 
teats of arms, very much, in fine, to his ad- 
vantage. Abdagafus made no other reply, but 
only tu beg his majeity’s leave to cut his throat 
in revenge tor the affront he had put upon the 
Parthians. ‘ No, (tays the king) I fhall ne-| 
“ yer fatter fuch a thing as that, certainly, to 
a man that has committed himfelf to m 
honour, and whom I am bound both by oath 
and contract to protect. But, (fays he) if 
you have fuch a mind to exercife your cou- 
rage, you may find a way of vindicating. 
the Parthians without making me forfworn. 
You have no more to do, than to attack him 
in his return without making me privy to 
your purpoic.” The next morning early 
the king call’d tor Afineus again.” “ It is 
‘¢ time young man, (fayshe) for you to go home 
“ again, before the animofity of my officers ; 
“ run too high, for you may have mifchief: 
ce 
ce 
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prevent it. Pray let me commend Babylon ; 
to vour care, and do what you can to main-, 
tain peace there, and preferve the province . 
from robberies. Once for all, you have: 
committed your life into my hands, and: 
your farety fhall be to me as that of my 
“© own heart :’? And fo with thofe words, and 
a competency of honourable prefents, the king 
difpatch’d him away to take charge of his; 
command, where he apply’d himfelt inftantly | 
to the bniinefs of his commiffion, in building : 
of forts; repairing and fortifying as he faw | 
occalion ; acquitting himfelf, in fine, to fo oni_| 
verfal a fatistaction, that never any man be- 
fore him arrived at fuch a degree of reputa- 
tion and power in fo fhort a time, and trom 
fo flender a beginning: and this, not only 
among the great men ot Babylon, but the Par- 
thian governors and commanders had likewife 
the fame efteem for him ; his auchority all this! 
while increafing with the ftrength of his arms i 


done you, and not in my power perhaps to | 
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and party: infomuch that Mefopotamia was 
as good as entirely under his direction. 

Tuincs went on in this profperous way 
with the two brothers, tor a matter of filteen 
years, highly to the fatisfaction of the world, But upon 
and their own glory. But when they came falling oif 
once to decline in their piety and manners, (9M their 
and abandoning the ftudy of virtue, and the reece 
difcipline and precepts of their forefathers, to lot it again’ 
give themfelycs up to fenfual pleafures and 
foreign innovations, they funk then in their 
credit too. As for example: There happen’d 
to come into thefe provinces a certain Parthian 
governor, and his wite along with him: a mi- 
racle of a woman, as well tor her admirable 
qualities, as tor the charms of her perfon and 
beauty. ‘This woman (whether upon fame, or Anileus fills 
upon fight, is uncertain) Anileus fell deipe- in Jove with 
rately in love with ; and in che impotency of 7 ¢™thiwn 
his paffion, having no other Way to compafs He kills the 
his end, he made war upon her husband; kill’d husband and 
him upon the firft encounter ; got pofleffion of takes the we. 
the woman, and fo took her to his bed. This a 
adventure was the fource of all the terrible 
calamities that betel them afterward. This 
woman, whether fhe was at home or abroad, 
had conftancly about her certain images of Bar- 
barian Gods. She was now a widow and a 
prifoner, and having privately conceal’d fome 
of thefe idols, fhe took her opportunity of 
worfhipping them for a while, only by ftealth. 
But upon Anileus’s taking her to himfelf, and 
owning her publickly for his wife, fhe did as 
publickly own the exercife of her religion too, 
without carrying the bufinefs any longer as a 
fecret. The beft friends that the two brothers 
had, were moft horridly difguited at the li- 
cence of this abominable practice in the mar- 
tying of a barbarous woman, and an idola~ He marriesa 
trels, in fo audacious a defiance of the rites, Barbarian, | 
laws and cuftoms of the Jews. Lit this ferve oe anole? 
for a caution to princes in time to come, how "°* 
they depart from their duty to God, to gratify 
their carnal pleafures. But there was no room 
left here for the good offices of reafon and 
wholefome counfel; for one of the moft emi- 
nent advifers was ftabb’d to death upon the 
place, only for the honeft liberty of difcharg- 
ing his confcience ; breathing out his lait with 
this prophetical imprecation in his mouth 
againit the brothers and thcir complices : 
* May a vengeance fall upon them, (fays he) A bitter 
for the indignities they have committed curte. 
both againft religion and againft friendthip ; 
may their enemies repay them with the~ 
fame meafure they have meted to others: 
the brethren, as the capital authors of this 
violence ; the reft, for affifting toward the 
barbarous murder of the patron of their 
laws and liberties, whom they ought to 
have defended.” Not but that they were 
all extremely affli€ted tor the death of this 
good man, but the paft kindneffes of the bro- 
thers, and the fenfe they had of an obligation 
to them tor the advantage of their prefent 
condition, made them ftifle their refentment. 
They kept however tor a while within fome 
tolerable bounds, till at laft the barefac’d and 
impudent profeflion of idolatry put the affront 
pait all fufferance ; infomuch that the people, 
upon that fcandal, came in crowds and tumults 
to Afincus, with heavy complaints againtt his 
brother ; telling him plainly, that cho’ it had 
been better Ict alone at firit, yet fince the thing 

was 
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The defetti- 
on come at 
laft toa 
downright 
profeflion of 
idolatry 

he peopie 
clamour acl 
to Afineus. 











This defeéti- was doneg he fhould do well to take fome 
on comes A feyere coarfe in timé to prevent further mif- 
latte | == chief’: for it would certainly put all in a flame 
downrigat ns = 4. - 
vation of Cie. ‘The niarriage, they faid, was fo mani- 
Niolitry.  feft an ufurpation upon their religion, that no 
perfon could approve it; and then for the 
iddlatrous practice of this lewd woman, it 
was as grofs an encroachment upon the wor- 
fhip of the true God. Afincus could not but 
own himfelf to be fully convine’d of the dan- 
getous confequences both to himfelf and to 


his people, of this his brother’s wickednefs ; }.' 


yet whar with the tendernefs of fo near a re- 
Jation in the cafe, and what with an allowance 
for human frailty, in fo invincible an affection, 
' he palliated the matter, without proceeding 
to any exemplary feverity: upon it. But find- 
ing himfelf day after day more and more per- 
fecuted and clamour’d at, he was fo plain with 


The people : 

seaie at ithis brother, as to check him for what was 
to A_neus.  paft, and to caution him for the future ; charg- 
Afincus ing him without any more ado, to fend the 


Aides his ar eS 7 jz 
sis snd Woman home to her friends again: Bur this 
Va 


bids him fend Wrought nothing upon him; for the woman 
his wife back finding the mutinous humour of the people to 


again. increafe, and confequently fearing that fome 
mifchief might befal Anileus for her fake, 
The woman fhe poifon’d Afineus, making no doubt of com- 


poifons Afi- 
news. 


ing off well enough herfelf when a doting 
husband fhould be her Judge. 
Anrieus having now gotten the whole 


Anileus 3 7 t C 
makesan in- power into his hands, madé an incurfion with 
roidupon his army into the country of Mithridates , a 
ara perfon of prime quality among thé Parthians, 
off a valk and the fon-in-law of Artabanus. He found 
booty. money, flaves, and cattle there in abundance, 


Mithridates befide other rich booty that he carried away, 
draws out © ta prodigious valuc, Mithridates was not 
ive Anileus 7~ : : oe 

pattle : faroff at that time, and hearing of this inroad 
Anileus gets and ravage,'and how it was managed, not only 
intelligence without any fort of provocation, butin a con- 
Paar temptuous freak of infolence and fcorn, he 
lay; drew together a body of his choiceft troops, 
firprizes and fo march’d away with his army to give 
him, takes Anileusbartle. ‘The next day being the Jews 
him prifoner, (bath, which they moft religionfly celebra- 
and routs his > z 5 
army. ted for a day of reft, he ftopt fhort ata vil- 
lage that night, with an intent to fall upon 

them by furprize on the day following. A 

Syrian that liv’d there in the neighbourhood, 

ave Anileus inftance of the defign, and par- 

ticularly where Mithridates was to be that 

night, at a folemn entertainment. Anileus, 

upon this advice, order’d his people to go to 

fupper, marching afterwards that night up to 

the enemy, to take them at unawares: Wherein 

he fucceeded to his with; for about the fourth 

watch, he fell into their quarters, and fome 

he took afleep; others in a confternation were 

put to fhift for themfelves in the dark. Mi- 
thridates alfo was taken alive, made prifoner, 

and mounted naked upon an afs, which the 
Parthenians look’d upon asthe higheft degree 

‘ of ignominy. When they had carried him 
thus into a certain wood, feveral of Anilcus’s 

friends were for killing him out of hand ; bat 

he himfelf was againft ir, and gave his reafons 

for his opinion. “ This perfon, (fays he) is 

“ one of the greateft men of the whole coun- 

*€ try, and match’d, you fce, into the royal 

family. Give him his Life now you have 


“¢ him at mercy, and you may depend upon 


pec RS NON, 


* Ninety furlongs amounted to eleven miles and a quarter and 132 paces of Hinglith meafure. 
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“ it, that he will forgive all paft affronts, atid 

never forget the obligation: Befide the 
preferving of an intereft, that in cafe of the 

worft, will be.able to procure an accommo- 
dation. And onthe other hand, if you 

put Mithridates to extremitities, you may 
befure the king will never reft till he has 
avenged his blood upon all the Jews in 
Babylon: And thofe are a people whom 

we ought to be tender of, both for fangui- 

nity fake, and in point of common pru- 
dence: For the chance of war is uncertain, 

and it is good, even in cafe of any dif- 

after, to make fure of a retreat.” The 

whole multitude, in fine; were of the fame 

mind, unanimonily with Anileus: So that Mithridates 
Michridates, by confent, was fet at liber- fet at liberty. 
ty and difcharg’d. But his wife perceiving 

at hiscoming back, ‘upon what terms he was His wife 
return’d, welcomed him home with a thou- ‘#> him 
fand reproaches. ‘ You (fays fhe} the fons” 
“in-law .of aking! after fo many noto- 

“ rious battles, and difgraces put upon you 

“ by the Jews, and now at laft their prifoner, 

“© to have fo mean afoul as but to own alife 

upon the title of their charity! Either re- 
deem your honour, (fays fhe) or by thofe 

of paver I fwear that guard the thrones of 

* kings, 1711 have no more to do with you.” 
Now fo it was, that betwixt the bitternefs of 
thefe daily taunts, and the apprehenfion that 

this high-fpiritced woman would proceed to 
divorce, he put himfelf, how unwilling foever, 

at the head of an army ; but with. this con-~ 
viction upon him, that the Parthian did not in 
truth deferve to live that would truckle to a 

Jew. So foon as Anileus heard that Mithri- 
dates was marching towards him, he made a 
point of honour of it, not to take advantage 

of the faftnefles he was poflefied.of, bur ra~ 

ther to patie tothe iffue of a battle in the plain 
field: fo that Anileus marched forward to 
meet the enemy at the head of a body ‘of men 

that {carce knew what it wasto be worfted ; for 

overt and above their veteran troops, they were 
joined alfo by feveral inforcements that fell 


ce 


‘in with them for the fake of booty : And up- 


on the whole matter, they reckon’d the day 

as good as their own, before ever they came 

to difpute it. In this confidence they travell’d 

about ninety * furlongs intoa dry fandy coun- 

try ; and when they were now fo {pent with the 

drought ‘of the place, the fatiguc of the 

march, and the heat of the day, that they 

were hardly able to ftand upon their legs, 
Mithridates fell upon them with frefh men 3 Mithridgres 
put them to a total rout, and cut off fevera} gives Anileus 
thoufands of them upon the chace. Anilens, * fal defeat. 
with a band of the choiceft men he had,got off, 

making to-a foreit there near hand, in the 

greateft confufion imaginable, and caving 
Mithridates in the happy pofleffion of an abfo- 

lute vidtory. ‘There came in to Anilcus, af- 

ter this defeat, fuch multitudes of loofe def- 
peradoes, that his army was not long a re- 

cruiting up to its former number ; but they 

were raw, undifciplined men, and not compa- 

rable for valour to thofe that fell. With thefe 

men however he march’d intothe quarters of 

the Babylonians, and laid wafte all_ before 

him. Hereupoa the Babylonians fent to the 

Jews at Neerda, to deliver up Anileus to jus 
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ftice ; but this could not be obtain’d ; for in 
truth, the man was not in their power. The 
next propofal was to invite him toa peace, oF 
at leait roa treaty 3 to try if they could ac- 
commodate matters upon terms. This they 
agreed to, and fent commiffioners on both 
fides, Jews as well as Babylonians, to manage 
the debate. ‘The Babylonions taking ftrict 
notice of the place where Anileus and his com- 
panions were together, broke in upon them in 
the dead of the night by furprize 5, and find- 
ing them drunk and drowfy, they kill’d all in 
their way without any oppofition, and Anileus 
himtelf among the rett. 

Tur Babylonians and the Jews were pcr- 
petually at variance one with another upon 
the fubjeét of differing rites, cuftoms, and 
ways of living, and fome times one would 
ect the better of it, fometimes the other: So 
that the controverfy cnded commonly in 2 
kind of drawn battle. But the Babylonians 
thar were kept in fome fort of awe while A- 
nileus was yet living, and his complices about 
him, took heart now upon this riddance and 
execution, to affront the Jews at every turn, 
and made them weary of their lives: Info- 
much that they forced them by their intole- 
rable infolences to quit their habitations, and 
to withdraw themfelves to Seleucia, the capi- 
tal city of that province; and fo called from 
Seleucus Nicanor the founder of it, being a 
place of liberty, where Macedonians, Greeks, 
and Syrians, liv’d promifcuonfly together in 
abundance. The Jews were quiet and cafy 
enough here for the firft five years; but the 
plague breaking out at Babylon in the fixth, 
thoie that had remain’d were forced to with- 
draw in great numbers to Seleucia; which 
prov’d the occafion of the greatett mifery they 
had felt yet, as fhall be made appear in tew 
words. ‘The Greeks and the Syrians in this 


city could never agree 3 but in all their bick- 
erings the Greeks had . ftill the advantage, till 
upon the coming in of the Jews, being a bold 
and warlike people, the Syrians with their 
affiftance got the upper hand. The Grecks 
finding themfelves over-power’d, and their 
condition wholly defperate, unlefs they could 
break-this amicy betwixt the Syrians and the 
Jews; they dealt clandeftincly with fome par- 
ticular friends and acquiantances they had a- 
mong the: Syrians to think of fome way of 
accommodation, and how they they might 
bring matters to abctter underitanding betwixt 
them. This propofition was well cnough re- 
ceiv’d, and the confidcration of it refer’d to 
fome leading men on both fides to advife upon 
the expedient; who without much difficulty 
put an end tothe controverfy, upon this condi- 
tion, thatthe Greeks and Syrians fhould join 
in a league offenfive and defenfive againft the 

ews. In purfuance of this agreement, they 
fell upon the Jews by furprife, and kill’d up- 
wards of fifty thoufand of them, nota foul 
efcaping; but thofe that were fav’d and pro- 
tected by fome neighbour or friend. The mi- 
ferable remainder withdrew to Crefiphon, a 
Greek city near Scleucia, where the king of 
Parthia commonly keeps his refidence in the 
winter, and the greater part of his rich furni- 
ture. In thisplace they took up their abode, 
not doubting of their fecurity within the 
verge of the king’s court and palace ; but the 
Jews were under fuch a terror trom both 
Babylonians and Seleucians, over and above 
the confpiracy of the Syrians againft them, 
that the greater part of them betook them- 
felves to Neerda and Nifibis, depending upon 
the ftrength of the places, and the bravery 
of the men that were to defend them. This 
was the ftate of the affairs ot the Jews at 
that time in Babylon, 
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inhuman 
outrages of the emperor Caius 
upon the Jews, were not con- 
fin’d to }erafalem alone, and 
the neighbouring provinces, but 

Swe mot induftrioully propagated 
over fea and land, from one end of the Roman 
empire to the other; and with fuch deliberate 
cruclties as were never heard of in ftory before. 
Neither did any place fuffer more under his fa- 
vage brutalitics than Rome itfelf; the fenators 
and patricians, efpecially; and the reft of the 
nobility: Thofe alfo that they call’d the equi- 
tes orknights, a degree of men for wealth and 
dignity next under the fenators; the fenators 
themfelves being likewife chofen out of that 
order, What delight did he take to torment 
thofe people with all manncr of indignities, 
contumelies, banifhments, murders, confifca- 
tions! making it death to have any thing to 
lofe. He took upon himfelf the majefty and 
git pride appellation of a God; and nothing lefs would 
challenging ferve him from his fubjeéts than divine adora- 
adoration saq tion. He had the confidence, in the capitol 
the majeRy of itfelf, which is the moft celcbrated of all the 
2God, temples in Rome, in refpeét of the dedication 
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that he had fubjeéted the fea as well as the 
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Lhe death of Cefar publifoed by proclamation, &3c. The fenate meets, aud inclines to 


of it, to falute Jupiter by the name of bro- py¢ eats him- 
ther, and he was as vain and mad to a thou- felf Jupiter's 
{and other purpofes. He had a defign once ro brovher. 

pafs from Putcoli, acity of Campania to Mife- 
num, afea townon the other fide of the water, 
and looking upon jt as a derogation to his dig- 
nity tocrofs itin a galley, he laid a bridge o- 
ver from one Promontory to the other, and fo 
pafs’d and repafs’d in his chariot, triumphing 


He lays a 
bridge from 
Puteoli to 
Mifenum. 
land, in a way becoming the greatnefs of his 
divinity. ; 
Tuere was not fo much as one temple in 
Greece, that he did not rifle of all the curi- 
ous paintings, feulptures and other precious 
donatives and dedications; with orders for 
the tranfporting of the ipoil to his palaces, 
gardens, and houfes of pleafure: “* For where 
© jhould the choiceft rarities in the world be 
“© depofited, but in the moft glorious city or 
“* cabinet in the univerfc.” Nay he had the 
confidence to fend to Memmius Regulus for gy. orders 
the ftatue of the Olympian Jupiter, to have it Memmius 
brought ta Rome: That admirable piece of Regulus to 
Phidias, the famous Athenian ftatuary, and. fo fend the Pe 
called from the place in Greece, where it is Jter' ftatue 
10 to Rome. 


Fle rifles all 
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fo much adore. 
for the great mafters told Memmius Regulus, 
to whom the care of doing it was committed, 
that ic was impoffible to move the image out of 
the place without fpoiling it, 
a tradition too, that while Memmius had it 

under confideration, he was frighted from_the 

doing of it by an incredible prodigy or vifion 5 

and this made him delay it, as he gave Caius 

tounderftand in a letter by way of excufe: But 
that excufe would have coft him his head, it 

the death of the emperor himfelf had not pre- 

vented is. ; 

He waspuff'd up, in fine, to that degree of 
a beforted madnets, that upon the birth of a 
daughter, he had the child carry’d into the 
capitol, and placed upon the knee of Jupiter, 
as ir Jupiter and Caius had been partners 
in the’ girl, and expofing himfelf to the com- 
pany to judge, which was the more honour- 
able father ot the two: 

Tuese iffolent and extravagant vanities 
were fo rank and grofs, that all people faw 
through them, and yet how tamely they fub- 
mitted to them! He did not only give flaves 
leave, butencouragement, to accufe their maf- 
ters of what crimes they thought fir; and 
which is worfe, they had both his authority 
and his thanks for fo doing. AsClaudius was 
charged with a capital crime by his bondman 
~, Pollux, and Caius upon the bench to counte- 
oa Mance the accufation, againft the life of his 
-bench toown uncle: Nay, and with a refolution to 
encourage it. have taken it away too, if he could have car- 
ry’dit. 

By this licence that he gave to calumnia- 
tors, fycophants and informers, in the advan- 
cing of flaves above their patrons, he did but 
proveke the fame practices againft himfelf 
which he countenane’d againtt others. For 
pecple tellto plotting againtt him on all hands; 
fume to be reveng’d for injuries receiv’d, o- 
thers by way of precaution to prevent mifchicfs 
to ceme. Nething being more certain than 
thar pubdlick juftice would te banith’d out of 
the world, unlefs he was taken off. Corrup- 
ticn and power carry’d all before it; and it 

was ecme toe that critical point, in fine, that 
either Caius muit fink or the commonwealth: 
the Jews efpecially; who, by the feafonable 
death of this man, were mott miraculonfly ref- 
cu'd trom the vert jaws of utter ruin, It will 
be matterof ufe now and cdification as well as 
cf curicfity, tobe very particular in this part 
of mv ftery; fer over and above the concur- 
rence cf fomany wondcrtul providences in the 
difpefitien cf things, it will ferve for an in- 
ftructive cenfolaticn to goed men, never to de- 
fpair in what extremity foever, of God’s infi- 
nite power and mercy: And fo likewife for a 
Icifun of caution to the great ones of this 
world, not to build their hopes upon falfe 
foundations, or fer their hearts upon tranfito- 
ry enjoyments, that Icad only to mifery, and 
difappointment in the end; but on the contra- 
rv, to contain themfelves within the bounds of 
medetty and virtue. 

Tuere were three famous confpiracies con- 
triv’d againft the life of this beaftly man, 
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him co affift in the enterprize. 
reas, the tribune had another detachment ; 
and fo * Annius Minucianus had another par- 


the deftruction of this tyrant; for they all 
look’d upon Caius, as a moft abominable mon- 
fter. Regulus hated him, purcly out of a na- 
tural averlion to all manner of iniquity ; be~ 
ing a perfonof a generous difpofition, and onc 
that had the foul of a man of honour. Mi-+ 
nucianus was his enemy, partly in revenge tor 
the death of Lepidus hts fingular friend, and 
a citizen of a moft unfpotted reputation, whom 
Caius moft barbaronfly put to death: and he 
was partly inftigated to this practice, for tear 
Caius fhould begin with him firlt; for he knew 
this tyrant’s hatred to be mortal, wherever it 
fell. Chereas con’d not digeft the affront of 
being ewitted by Caius for his efleminacy; and 
unmanlinefs, upon feveral occafions : belide the 
perpetual danger his life was in, by the rela. 
tion he had to the fervice of a violent, furi- 
ous mafter fo near his perfon: fo that laying 
things together, he was in a manner forc’d to 
do what he did in his own defenfe. But at 
ter all thefe particular grudecs, they agreed 
all three in this one common end of deliver- 
ing their country and the world, from the 
outrages of fo bloody a tyrant; for they rece 
kon’d upon it, that the fucceis ot this defign 
would be the faving of the publick : and that 
ic was but the duty of a loyal patriot to lay 
down his life tor his country. 7 
Bur none fo hot upon the exploit as Che- 
reas, partly out of an ambition of acquiring 
to himfelf a great name, and partly out of an 
advantage he had above others (being tribune) 
of executing his purpoie by a trecdom of ac~ 
cefs to the emperor’s perfon. They were 
now in the folemnity of thetr Circus games 
and exercifes ; an entertainment that the peo~ 
ple of Rome are wonderfully delighted with, 
Now it having been ‘formerly the cuttom, for 
the multitude to ceme thronging into the 
place, and to petition their cmpcrors, at libcr- 
ty, for what they thought fit, and hardly ever 
receiving a denial, they came now in crowds, 
earneftly praying to be cas’d of their trtbutcs 
and taxes. Caius was fo cnraged, both at the 
requeft and at the clamour, that he command- 
ed his guards immediately to feize the people 
that made the outcry, and put them to death; 
and this order coft many a man his life. The 
people patiently fuffer’d all this, and made 
no more noife; taking it for a warning not to 
venture their lives to fave their money, feeing 
how many had fuffer’d for it already. Thete 
horrible barbarities animated Chercas more 
and more, to haften the attempt, and fo put 
an end to the bloody rage of this brate of 
aman. Chereas had it many times in his 
thought to difpatch him at the table ; burt ftilk 
put it off from time to time, not upon any 
change of mind, but only to wait for an op- 
portunity of more furely executing his pur- 
pofe, without any danger of a mifcarriage. 
Hc had been captain of the guards a long time 


and falready, and being now in commiffion tor the 


gainft the life every one of them had a perfon of eminent |collcéting and recciving of monics about the 


CS nore at the head of ir. 


Emilius Regulus, ajrevenuc, he fell under ‘Cefar’s difpleafure for 


Spaniard of Corduba, commanded one party, |not being fo quick upon thafe thar were in 
p 9 ? S } 
ae oR ae 


* Some read Marcus. 








Chap. I. 





arrear, (how poor and infolent focver) as 
Caius would have had’him ; who caft it in his 
teeth, that he was a flothful indolent fellow, 
and had not the courage to enforce the pay- 
ment of ir. And-this was not all neither, 
for when he came at any time to him for the 
word, he would ftill be giving him fome word 
or other that refieéted effeminacy upon him. 
‘Tho’ Caius at the fame time made no difficul- 
ty himfelf to drefs, curl, powder, and in one 
word, to play a woman’s part in all the for-. 
malities of a difguife. 
Tu1s cnraged Chereas the more, to fec 
himiclf made ridiculous to the reft of the of- 
ficers; for he never brought them the word 
from Cefar, but it fet them a laughing; and 
they cxpeéted fome fuch thing they faid be- 
fore-hand. ‘This was fo unpardonable a2 pro- 
vocation, and fo juft an incitement to a re~ 
venge, that Chereas could not any longer for- 
bear the taking of fome friends and confidents 
into the fecret; and Popedius for one, a mem- 
ber of the bench of fenators; onc that had 
gradually gone through all his degrees | 


Caius re- 
proaches — 
Chereas with 
cowardice 5 


who medi- 
tates @ re- 
venge, an 
tells Pope- 
dius of it. 


honour: and as to the reft, a difciple of Epi- 
curus, and a lover of his eafe. ‘This Pope- 
dius had been accufed of fcandalous and dan- 
gerous words againft Caius: his accufer was 
his profefs’d cnemy, Timidius ; and the accu- 
fation founded upon the pretended teftimeny 
of Quintilia, a very beautiful perfon of a wo- 
man, and an aéttrefs. This Quintilia being 
generally belov’d, had the fortune to be high- 





ly in the good graces alfo of Popedius, among , 
the reft. ‘The charge being a contrivance, and j ¢ 


Quintilia refuling to take away the life of her 
lover by a falfe evidence, Timidius, call’d out 
to have her-put to the torture, and Caius at 
next word commanded Chereas to fee it done 
immediately ; making choice of him the ra-| 
ther for thofe inhuman fervices, in hope that 
it might inftigate him to a more unmerciful 
cruclry, to fhew that he was not fo daftardly 
a wretch as he was taken to be. As they were 


Quintilia pur carrying ont Quintilia to the torment, ‘the fet. 


to the eo her foot upon the toe of one of the conf{pira- 
ture,an : ving hi erftand 
Cheeasto TOFS in her paflage, giving him to und 


by that hint, that he was fafc, and that fhe 
would confefs nothing. It was much againft 
the inclination of Chereas to execute that of- 
fice, but lying under fuch a neceffity, he was 
fore’d to torment her with great feverity. And 
finding that the ftood it out, he conducted her 


execute it. 


She ftands it 


out,and Po- ¢g the prefence of Cefar, miferably torn and 

petius is ac- isfieur’d: even to fuch a degree, that the 

7 emperor himfelf had a compaffion for her, and 
difcharg’d Popedius upon it; prefenting the 
woman alfo with a confiderable fum of money 
to comfort her in fome meafure for the cala- 
mity fhe had fo refolutely and fo happily un- 
dergone. 

Turs tendernefs of Caius was yet a farther 
aggravation to the affliction of Chereas, to 
chink of the fcandal it had brought upon him, 
in being the inftrument of fo mercilefs a cruel- 
ty as the emperor himfelf-relented at. When 

Chereas things were come to this point, Chereas could 
breaks his hold no longer, but broke his mind to-Cle- 
ind ro Cle- 22 : Ps 
mens and P,- Mens and Papinius; the latter of them a tri- 
Pinius, bune, as well as himfelf, ‘and the other a cap- 


tain of the city troops. “* Clemens (fays he) 
*© it is well known that you and I were never 
* wanting in our duty to the emperor; and 
£© that it has been our care and bufinefs to dif- 
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“cover and to’ defeat feveral confpirators 


“* againft him. Some we have put to death ; 
“* others. to tortures, till he himfelf had pi- 
ty’d them: but are thefe commiffions for 
foldiers and men of honour, or for butch- 
ers >”? Clemetis reply’d not one word, but 
betray’d in his countenance the conftifion of 
his foul, for miniftring in fo infamous a drad- 
gery, yet durf not fo much as utter one word 
of refleétion on Cefar’s mercilefs and extrava- 
gant behaviour. Chereas however took heart, 


{and exprefs’d his fentiments more fully, conti- 


nuing his difcourfe-in the following manner: 
“¢ J thall not need, (fays he) to run through 
the hiftory. of the miferies, either of the 
city, or of the empire. They-are: too no- 
torious to be concealed, and common fame 


A generous” 
andabold | 
difcourfe of 


Chereas. 
veo 


makes Caius to be the author of them; but 
if a body may fpeak the truth of the mat- 
_ter, I,myfelf am cffectually the caufe of 
all this mifchief; and Papinius here, and 
you, Clement, more than us both.- We are 
the men that have brought this ruin upon 
Rome, and upon mankind, in the execution 
* of other people’s orders. And now when 
“ we might put an end to thefe outrages, 
both upon tie citizcris and upon the reft of 
the fubjeéts, if we had but a hearty mind 
“ toit, we proftitute ourfelves to the mean 
“© eft of fervile offices, fitter for hang-men 
*¢ than foldiers. And we do not ftand up. ci- 
“¢ ther for the Roman empire or liberty ; but 
© in the defenfe of thofe that, bring us both 
“¢ bodies and fouls into flavery. And what’s 
our bufinefs, but to do the journey-work 
of a tyrant, in committing bloody mur- 
ders, and inflicting execrable torments upon 
others, till fome body elfe fhall take the 
office out of our hands, and do as much for 
us! for this abjeét refignation of ourfelves, 
- is look’d upon as an aét, not of kindnefs, 
but of fear and force; and confequentl 
‘renders us rather fufpected than: beloved. 
He'is fo wonted.to human blood, that he 
‘never confults the reafon of things, but acts 
according to the extravagance of his pre- 
fent humour, and the crime is the leaft part 
of the queftion. Weare all to be deftroy’d 
‘one after another, and our own turn will 
‘probably be next, if we do not provide in 
‘time for the fecuring both of our lives, and 
the common liberty.” 
Cremens, tho’ he could not but approve 
of the opinion and refolution of Chereas, cau- 
tion’d: him to fecrecy; knowing that the 
leaft word of the plot, if divulg’d before it 
came to execution, would be the death of eve- 
ry man concern’d in it. ‘* But, fayshe, time 
“¢ and patience bring forth opportunities. As 
“ for my own part, my fighing days are over, 
“and the fafeft counfels are beft ; but honefter 
“ I arm fure you can never take.” Clemens 
with thefe words went his way home, turning 
every thing over in his own thoughts that he 
had both heard and faid. y 
Tuts coldnefs of Clemens made Chereas Chereas fo- 
begin to fufpeét that he was not in fafe-hands, Lee 
and fo he pofted away prefently to Cornelius pofts away t0 
Sabinus, his brother-tribune, whont. he knew Sabinus. : 
to be a man of value ; an aflerter of his coun~ 
try’s liberty, and as much unfatisfy’d as any 
man with the prefent ftate of things. He made 
no doubt, either of -his. integrity,.or of his 


iudgment in the cafe, and fo refolv’d to con- 
judgment in cafe, “ ae 
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“¢ has the warrant of your approbation.” Up- 
on this frank and gencrous declaration, Minu- 
cianus took him into his arms; bidding him 


fait him upon the whole affair. He had 

fome jealoufy, as I told you, of Clemens, and 

cheeiore prefs’d the bufincfs to a difpatch, 

without any farther’delay. When he found 

that Sabinus and himfelf were both of a mind, 

as to the main, faving only that he kept the 

fecret to himfelf, there Was no need, he faid, 

of dcliberating what to do with a man that 

was come to a refolution upon the matter be- 

Sabinas pro- fore-hand: infomuch that Sabinus promis’d 
a hae him, not only good faith and privacy, but his 
Ore helping hand too, which more and more con- 
firmed Chercas in his purpofe. wat 

Chereasand = Tey were both of opinion for pufhing it 
Sabinuscon- immediately ro an iflue, and fo went to Mi- 
fe bee nucianus together, a man of their own genius 
* and temper, both for greatnefs of mind, and 

a fevere love and reverence for virtue. Caius 

had alfo a jealoufy of him upon the account 

of the death of Lepidus, his moft intimate 

friend: befide the hatred he bore him, as a 

perfon of honour and quality, which was a 

quarrel he had in common to all men of that 

charaéter. They did effectually know one 

another’s minds beforehand, by feveral words 

they let fall that refleéted upon the govern- 

ment, tho’ they did not think fit then to make 
proclamation of their difguft of Caius: but 

fo it was, in fine, that they underftcod, and 

lov’d one another, by a kind of inftinét, for 

the fake of the fame inclination and caufe. 

Now fuch was the refpeét that Chereas and 

Sabinus had for the eminent dignity, virtuc 

and merit of Minucianus, that as they former- 

ly paid him all deference upon other occafions, 

fo they defir’d him upon this mecting alfo, 

to direét them how to fet about their en- 

terprize. “ Well then, (fays Minucianus to 

“© Chereas) what was the word the emperor 

“© gave you to day? (for it was in every bo- 

“© dy’s mouth, how Caius us’d to infult and 

© ridicule Chereas upon that occafion.) Che- 

*© reas laid hold of the hint: and {peaking 

Theword « with all liberty, having the honour of Mi- 
Liberty. «_ nucianus for his {ecurity: whatever the em- 
«© peror’s word was, (fays he) let yours be 

« Lrpexty 3 and I give you a thoufand thanks 

“< for putting it into my head to attempt to 

< do the thing I had fo great a mind to do. 

« Ir is encouragement fufficicnt to me, to find 

that you and I agree in the fame thought, 
“ and that we did fo even before we met. 

A revelation « "This fingle {word of mine, (fays he) will 
ee “ ferve us both; wherefore let us about our 
s¢ bufinefs, and be you pleafed only with your 

“ prudence and courage to lead the ways. 

“ with this affurance, that whatever you com- 

<¢ mand me fhall be moft heartily and readily 

«© obey'd. A brave foul never wants arms, 

“ but icfelf rather fupplics them ; for ’tis not 

«¢ the weapon, but the hand, and the will, 

« thar does the execution. All time is loft 

“ merhinks till we are in a€tion; and for the 

“ event, whether I ftand or fall in’ the at- 

“ tempt, the care is taken. For I have fome- 

“ what elfe to think of, and to do, than to 

« ftand calculating and computing upon my 

*¢ particular fafety or fortune, when the laws 

“¢ of my country, and the lives and liberties 

‘¢ of fo’ many worthy men are in danger to 

<< be fwallow’d up by this mercilefs tyrant. 

«¢ And I hope you will not envy Chereas the 

© honour of a part at leaft, if not that of 

< ftriking the blow itfelf, in an exploit that 











and parted. 


confirmation of the confpirators in their de- 


to the palace, calling out to him to go on in 
God’s name with what he had undertaken. 
It gave Chereas a jealoufy at firft, that he was 
betray’d; but he found it afterward to be ci- 
ther an animating hint from fome of the com- 
plices, or elfe a providential declaration from 
heaven in favour of his purpofe. 

THERE was at this time gather’d together 
fome of all forts that were well-wifhers to the 
defign ; as fenators, knights, foldiers, and in 
truth who nor; for all mortals were agreed 
in this, that either Caius muft perifh, or the 
commonwealth: fo that every man wrought 
for himfelf in a kind of competition who 
fhould do moft, cither by word or by deed, 
toward the faving of his country; or, which 
was all onc, toward the deftruction of Caius: 
nay Calliftus himfelf, Caius’s freeman and fa- 
vourite, made one of the party. This man 
had a mighty power with the emperor, which 
he abufed to fuch a degree, that all people 
equally hatcd and dreaded him; for he be- 
haved himfelf more like a partner of the go- 
vernment, than a fubject. He was grown vaft- 
ly rich, upon corruption and bribes 3 but with 
all this, he could not think himfelf fafe under 
that prince, for he knew him to be fickle and 
implacable ; and when he had any mifchief in 
his head, never to be mov’d. He was in dan- 
ger upon many accounts, but moft of all for 
his wealth, which in thofe days was a temp- 
tation hardly to be refifted. This Calliftus 
finding Caius fo flippery and uncertain, thought 
he could not do better than make a friend in 
time of the next fucceffor, and in that pro- 
fpe&t to ingratiate himfelf with Claudius: fo 
that over he went privately into that intereft 5 
telling him in Sonadence: how Caius had been 
feveral times putting him upon it to poifon 
him; but that he ftill found out fome device 
or other to fhift it off. Now for my own part, 
I fhould rather take this for an invention of 
Calliftus’s to curry favour with his new patron, 
than any real matter of truth and fact: for it 
Caius had had a mind to murder his uncle, Cal- 
liftus’s excufe would never have brought him 
off, and Calliftus himfelf fhould never. have 
efcap’d neither for being fo remifs and dilato- 
ry in the difcharge of his duty; but Claudius 
look’d upon him however as the inftrument of 
providerice for his deliverance, and very thank- 
ful to him he was for juft nothing at all. . 


a 
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the will of Chereas; for’ he was of opinion 
that no opportunity was to be loft for the do- 
ing of a thing fo neceflary to be done. “ He 
‘would not have wifh’d a better time or 
‘© place, (he faid) than the capitol itfelf, when 
“ he was facrificing for his daughter: or to 
*¢ have pitch’d him headlong from the battle- 
“ ments of his palace at any time, when he 
“* was fcattering his donatives among the Be 
Seple: 


go on and profper, and fo with an inter- They agree; 
change of mutual affurances, they embrac’d aa and 


. in 4 voice 
We have a ftory of a wonderful paflage ins) voice. | 


_ : ding thei 
fign. There was a voice heard among the go on in 


people, they fay, as Chereas was entring in- God’s name, 


Tue confederates, all this-while were fo The execu- 
flow and tardy, that the main exccution was bot Be is 
ftill put off from day to day, tho’ much againft day | 
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c, Over? would it not be to our eternal difhof 
s, nour, do you think, ‘to part with the fcan- 
dal of mankind out'of our hands, ag if we 
= had fent him all over the world to make 
«, Publication what -flaves the Romans are 
and to’ have fome frée-fpirited Egyptian do 
<< that right to mankind upon this bloody op- 
E preflor; chat we were afraid to do ourfelves? 
. Come, come, my friends, ’tis patt delibera- 
(, Hon time of day, and Il expeé no longer. 
but do the ‘part of a man, and put it to an 
cael sae for I will not'allow ‘any 
* flefh living ‘to difpate with me the elo 
** fubduing Bs Tieeee ees 
‘Tess ‘words fet em all on fire to have A final refo- 
the deed done immedi ately, and Chereas him- lution. 
felf in the fame heat; put on his {word and 
Went’ to court, as the tribunes ufaally ‘do in 
the like ‘cafes; it. being his turn that day in 
courfe,'as captain of the guard, to go to the 
emperor for the word. ‘The people ‘were now Chereas goes 
preffing in mighty multitudes toward the pa- to Cefar for 
lace, crouding, thrufting, and juftling one ano~ the word. 
ther’ to get places; and Caius himfelf not a 
little pleas’d withthe fight of this feuffle and 
confufion ;° for here were no feats nor benches 
kept apart for fendtors, knights, or other de- 
grees of people, according to their gualitics ; 
but ‘men and women,. mafters and flaves fat 
all promifcuoufly together, and firft come firlt 
ferved. * This folémnity being dedicated to 
the honour of Auguftus, Caius went now, and 
offer’d’ up a facrifice to the imperial patron: 


“* ple: or he might as well have been taken 

“ off he thought, upoti any folemnity, at his 

“ own private ceréméiiés.. For Caius- was fe- 

“ cure and carelefs to admiration, when at 

“ the fame time his domefticks ahd ‘the peo- 

“ ple about him were almoft all traitors in 
Chereas irn- ¢ their hearts.?? Chereas was fo impatient of 
patient of the shefe delays for fear of flipping his time, and 
delay 5 mifcarrying at laft, that he upbraided the con- 

federates by way of reproach; telling them 

that if they made any difficulty of going 

through with the work, upon a fuperftitious 

opinion that there was any thing facred in the 

perfon of Caius, he would take the difpatch 
and offers 0 of it upon himfelf in his own fingle ‘perfon, 
Ghent ane y and be anf{werable ‘for’ the doing of it even 
uP ‘without a weapon. ‘His affociates could not 
but highly approve of his zeal for the com- 
mon caufe, but they were yet for ptitting it 
off a little longer, till the celebration of the 
games that were inftituted in honour of Au- 
guftus, he that firft took the fovereign power 
from the people into his own hands. There 
was a theatre ereéted ‘before the palace, for 
the Roman nobility, with their wives and 
children, in the prefence of the emperor him-, 
felf. Upon this occafion, there would be fo: 
many thoufands of people crouded into fo nar- 
yow a compafs, that the thing might be done, 
they thought, with all the cafe in’ the world, 
and the guards not get in time enough to the 
refcue, tho? they had never fo much a mind 
to’t; whereas upon an attempt at a venture, 
there would be the rifque of a mifcarriage ; 
the city in an uproar about it, and ‘betwixt 
fearchers and foldiers, the whole party feiz’d 
and cut off, and the contrivance finally difap- 
‘pointed. Chereas agreed to the matter; fo 
that a refolution was taken to do th¢. deed on 
‘the firft day of the publick fhews: bur for- 
‘tune over-rul’d in the cafe, and put it’ off to 
the'third, which was the laft day of ‘the fpec- 
Thedayfor tacles. And they would have had -much- ado 
the execution to ger over it then too, if Chereas had not 
offand on. Call*d his companions together, afid put new 
Cherets ani- mettle into them, with an inflaming fpeech to 
companions. this purpofe. ‘© We are here met together 

<* Clays he) in a righteous caufe, and. upon a 

<* very honeft and honourable occafion ; but 

“© berwixt cowardice and lazinefs, to olir fhame 

-“* be ic fpoken, without advancing one ftep in. 

“* our bufinefs. Here’s a great deal of time 

“* loft, and that’s not all neither, but our coun- 

<* try, our lives, libertics and fortunes are all 

.“* in danger to be betray’d and ruin’d, ‘beyond 

“* all recovery by this delay, and all to fet 

<* up Caius more triumphant than ever: and 

<‘ what’s the fruit now Of this faint-hearted- 

£* nefs, ‘but lofs of liberty, and increafe of} who fat next him, if he had heard any news 

<* tytanny ? whereas we fhould attain our own | or not.; hetold him, none at all. Why then, 

<¢ fecurity in the firft placc, the welfare of the | fays the other, Iam to tell you that the cra- 

*< publick in the next, and an immortal glory | gedy of the tyrant is to be plaid to day. Clu- 

ee fo ourfelves in the conclufion.” ‘After this} vitus bad him in a verfe out of Homer, have 

difcourfe, he gave them fome time.to confider|a care ‘that none of the Grecians over-heard : 

upon it; but there did they ftand as-if they | him. They came then to the frolick of throw- 

were mop’d, without one word {fpeaking, ¢ci-| ing apples, birds, and other vulgar curiofitics 

ther of contradiGtion or reply. So that to} down to the people for them to {cratch and 

rawze them up once again, “ Hark ye gen-|{cramble; which: Cefar was much delighted 

© tlemen, (fays he) what do you mean by| with. * And after this there follow’d two cir- 

‘¢ thefe continual hefitations and demurs, one | cumftatices that had ‘the countenance.of’ an un- 

S© after another thus? do yoii know that this |.Iucky:prefage ; the’ one was the ‘teprefentation 

‘¢ meeting is upon the very point of ibreakirig | of a lewd, and ‘a corrupt judge. brought to 

** up, and that Caiusis going for Alexandria'| publick juftice; and the other was the tragedy 


*€ to take the tour of Egypt, fo foon as it is] of Cinyra, wherein fhe herfelf and her daugh- 
ter 




































and ‘it fo happen’d, ‘that upon, the fall of the 
victim, fomef the. blood {pringing out, dropt 
upon ‘the’ robe of ‘Afprenas, one of the fe- 
nators. Caius made ‘himfelf merry With the 


omen, but others ‘were troubled at it; and it 
Was his’lot, purfuant to that foreboding, to 
be lain in the following tumult. It was much 
taken notice of, and wonder’d at, that Caius 
was in better humour this day than ordinary. 
So foon as the facrifice was over, he took his Caius facri- 
fricnds about him, and’ went to the theatre, fices and then 
which was only a frame of wood-work to be °¢s tothe 
taken to pieces and ‘put together again, as it Pen nn 
was eVery year upon this occafion. ‘It had ace apie 
two gates to it; one toward the open court, theatre. 
and the other over againft the paflage, for the 
actors to'go in and out by, without troubling 
the {peétators: and near at hand there was a 
kind of: box or partition, for the players and 
the rhufick. When the multitude had now 
taken their places, and Chereas with the reft 
of ‘the: tribunes, not far from Cefar, who fat 
upon the right wing of the theatre, Bathabius, 
a fenator and a military man, asked Cluvitus 
foftly in his ear, a man of confular dignity 
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ter * Myrrha were both kill’d, and a great 
deal of blood {pile for the decorum of the 
action, both about the gibbct and about Ci- 
nyra: and this, they fay, was upon the anni- 
verfary to the day whereupon Philip the fon 
of Amyntas, king of Macedonia, was kilbd 
by his fricnd Paufanias upon entcring the 
theatre. 

Now this being the laft day of the {pecta- 
cle, Caius was in fome doubr with himfelt 
whether he fhould ftay it out while he was 
there, or go off for a while to wafh and cat, 
and fo come back again. Minucianus taking 
his place near Caius, and feeing Chereas go 
forth, rofe from his feat to encourage him in 
his refolution for fear of lofing the prefent 
opportunity ; but Caius taking him gently by 
the skirt, asked him in a friendly way, whi- 
ther is this good man a going ? fo Minucianus 
fac him down again, but a while after rofe 
once more under the former apprehenfion, and 
Caius let him go, not knowing what neceflary 
‘bufinefs it might be that call’d him afide. Af- 
prenas, upon this, being all along privy and 
affifting to the plot, propofed it to Cefar to 

o out, and wath, and eat, and refrefh him- 
felf, as he was ufed to do, and afterward to 
return. 

Cuereas, having by this time pofted the 


-4. confpirators in their proper itations, and given 


them their neceflary inftruétions, was fo im- 
patient of any longer delay, being already 
paft three in the afternoon, that he was for 
going back to the theatre again, and affaule- 
ing Cefar as he fat, tho’ he knew very well 
that ic muft of neceffity coft the lives of a 
great many knights and fenators to go 
through with it: but he reckon’d upon the 
deliverance of the publick to be a benefit infi- 
nitcly more valuabl 
particular men’s lives 


BooKx 


toward the theatre,. the word was given in,the 
croud that Cefar was:up, and returning to his 
palace. ‘The confpirators call’d out to make 
the emperor way, as if it had been by. order 
and dire&tion ; but in truth to get themfelves 
more clbow-room for the execution of the ,en- 
terprize. Claudius, the uncle went firft,. and 
then Marcus Minucianus, the husband. of. his 
fitter, and, Valerius Afiaticus ; Perfons, whofe 
quality gave them a privilege of precedency 
without any interruption: Caius himfelf with 
Paulus Aruntius following them. When he 
came at laft to enter the palacc, he left the 
ordinary way, which Claudius and the reft 
had taken before him, and where his officers 
and fervants attended to reccive him ; and fo 
turn’d off into a by-way leading to the baths 
to fee fome boys there that were fent him out 
of Afia for their skill in the finging and com- 
pofing of holy hymns, and in the Pyrrhick — 
way of dancing. In this narrow paflage, Che- 
reas came up to Caius: for the word ; which 
(according to cuftom) was fo foul and igno- 
minions, that the tribune return’d the indigni- 
ty with language in his own way; and upon 
that, gave him a terrible cut with his fword, 
but the wound yet not mortal: fome will have 
it to be done on purpofe to make his death 
the more miferable and tormenting, by the 
repetition of the blows; ‘but this feems to me 
very unlikely, for this was not an action .to 
be ‘drawn out at length: or if Chereas had 
any fuch thing in his thought, or intention, he 
muit have been the greateft fool certainly in 
nature, to prefer the gratifying of a wild and 
an intemperate paffion, by fo dangerous a de- 
lay, when he might have fecur’d both himfelf, 
and his complices, by the difpatch ; for fo 
long as Caius had life in him, fo long had his 


¢ than the lofs of fo many | guards and his friends time to confider of fuc= 
. As Chereas was marching | couring him: fo that he’ endanger’d himfelf 
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* See Sam. Periti Leges Atticas, p. 24S. 

+ The Pyrrhick was a military dance ; 
Achilles ; according to 
original much higher, an 
tans: others to the Curetes or 
weapons to keep old Sat 
jaf accounts as fabulous, 
us by plain evidence | 
form and manner of it to bec 
youths (who begun to learn it at five 
arms; certain numbers of them being 


atthe c 
ro attack one another as if in areal engagement. 


according to Ariftotle and Pliny, firft invented by 
others, by one Pyrrhus of Crete, or by Pyrrhicus a Lacedemonian. 
d refer’d ir to Minerva, who led up a dance jn her armour after the conqueft of the Ti- 
Corybantes, Jupiter’s guard in his cradle, who Ieap’d up and down clafhing their 
aro from hearing the cries of his infant fon. Tho’ the reader may perhaps look upon thefe 
yet they prove, however, its antiquity to be of very carly date, which is farther contirm’d to 
from Homer, who, as he hints at it in feveral defcriptions, 
ngraved on the fhield of Achilles given him by Vulcan. 
years old) in order to inftruét sidrende 
rang’d in two bodies like twoarmies drawn up in battle array, who, fometimes 
found of mufick, and fometimesat a certain fignal given them by the mafter, beguna mock fight, and feem’d 
The manner of the performance feems to have been both offenfive 


Pyeraas the fon of 
jome have fix’d its 


fo particularly makes the exact 
ft was generally 


E Peseted by 
r them expert in the ufe an 


exercife of 


and defenfive. The offenfive part confifted chiefly in the artful throwing of javelins aud darts, and the dextrous ufe 
of the fword: The defenfive, inthe nimble turning of the body, and shifting every part, as it were doneto avoid the 


ftroke of an enemy. 


tulfhip of Honortus. 


Armates hinc fepe choros, certaque vagandi 
Textas lege fugas, inconfufofque recurius, —_ 

Er pulchras errorum artes, jacundaque martis 
Cernimus: infonuit cum verbere figna magifter, 
Muratofque edunt pariter tot pectora motus 

Tn Jarus allifis clypeis, aut rurfus in alcum — 
Vibratis : grave parma fonat mucronts acut 
Verbere, & umbonum pulfu modulante refultans 
Ferreus alterno concentus clauditur Enfe. 


We meet with a very full, elegant and lively defcription of this dance in Clandian’s fixth con< 


. In English thus: : 
Here too the warlike dancers blefs our fight, 
Their artful wandring, and their laws of flight, 
And unconfus’d return, and inoffenfive fight. 
Soon as the mafter’s clack proclaims the prize,. 
Their moving breafts in tuneful changes rife ; 
The fhields falute their fides, or ftraight are fhown 
In air high waving ; deep the targets groan ; 
Seruck with alrernate fwords, which thence rebound, 
And end the concert and the facred found. 


z 


‘The Romans, who were a warlike people, were great admirers of this diverfion ; for which reafon it was fre- 


quently exhibiced by their emperors, amon 


other fhows, in the Circus at Rome. 


Whoever has a mind to have 


-any farther information about. it may confult Erafmus’s Chiliad’s, pag. 1133. the folio Edit. upon the words, Pyr- 


rhicen oculis prz fe ferens, and the authors there by him cited. : 
Some, not without probability, have been inclin’d to think the Scotch Hayes (a dance perform’d with fword and 


arget) to be either the remains, or at leaft an imitation of the Pyrrhick dance. 


ulius Scaliger (Poet. lib. I. cap. 


XVIII.) tells us of himfelf, that while a youth, he had often danc’d the Pyr- 


rhick before the emperor Maximilian, to the amazement of all Germany: and that the emperor was once fo. fur- 


priz’d at his warlike attivity, as to cry out, “« This boy 


+ elfe bas been rock’d in one inftead of a cradle.” 


either was born ina coat of mail inftead of a skin, or 
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The manner 
of the execu- 
tion. 


and- 
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-and his companions more than Caius, by neg- 
JeGting the means of withdrawing both him-. 
felf and them out of the reach Of revenge. 
‘So that the lofs of time would in’all proba- 
-bility -be the lofs of himfelf. But this is the 
cafe wherein all people are at liberty to think 


attheir pleafure. The wound, in ‘fhort, ‘ was 
Pp ’ ort, 


betwixt the neck and the fhoulder, where ir 


chopt upon a bone that ftopt it from going fur- 
‘ther. 


‘help; cither out of ‘pride of ftomach, or that 
he knew not whom to truft. He gave a groan 


however, and made an attémpt to get away, 
but Cornelius Sabinus prevented it by. a blow. 


that brought him to his ‘knees: ‘and’ that 
being follow’d by an’ unanimous outcry of 
** Down with him, difpatch him,” they ‘cut 
him to pieces. It was Aquila, they fay, that 


The glory of gave him his death’s wound ; but all people 


the action 
afcrib’d to 
Chereas. 


The confpi- 
rators flip 
away to the 
ee of 
ermanicus. 


The German 
guards rag~ 
ing mad up- 
on it, 


afcrib’d the glory 


about. He was the firft that had the ‘heart 


to advife and communicate upon it, ‘and that. 


by his great wifdom and refolution, when he 
found how it took, formed and united the 


confederacy ; animated and fupported the cou- 
rage of his friends; and when it came at laft 
to the pinch, he was the firft that ftruck the 
blow ; and by his own bravery, laid the’ pride. 
So that whatfoever 


of this tyrant in the duft. C 
was done by others to the promoting of this 
exploit, muft be attributed to the prudence, 
induftry, and virtué of Chereas. “This: was the 
end of Caius, who dy’d by many hands, and 
by many wounds. ay) Me ea ee 

Bur the egreat- difficulty was yet behind ; 
that is to fay,: how Chereas and his compani- 
ons fhould get off again, after the, fnithing 
of this mighty work ; befide the aftonifhment 
they were in upon fuch an atchievement. They 
had the outrage of a wild and a feditious mul- 
titude ‘to encounter, for ‘the death of a popu- 
lar prince 3 the fury and revenge of the fol- 
dicry : the way was narrow where the fact was 
committed, and cover’d with officers and 
guards that were there upon duty. So that 
finding there was no getting back again by the 
way they came; they ftruck off to the houfe 
of Germanicus, the father of Caius, whom 
they had newly butcher’d: This quarter. bor- 
ders upon the palace-royal, and ‘the whole 
pile.is fo far all of a piece, as the beautifying 
of it with additional buildings by feveral em- 
perors from time ‘to time, could make it; and 
all thofe pieces bear the names of their re- 
{pective founders to this very day. Bcing 
now clear of the rabble, they were fafe enough 
at prefent, fo long as the death of Cefar could 
be conceal’d. 

Tue German guards of the body, known 
by the name of the Celtick legion, were the 
firft that got intelligence of it ; men naturally 
fierce and cholerick, and like other Barbari- 
ans, that for the moft part underftarid'little of 
what they do. ‘They are ftrong-body’d men, 
that will ftand any fhock’; bold, and: forward’ 
to attack; and taking’ number for number, 
hardly tobe beaten. ‘Tefe biuftering fellows 
were raging mad upon-the news of the empe- 
ror’s. death, not for the lofs of fo much of the 
man, as of their profit; for they ‘had a boun- 
















He made no outcry upon the receiv- 
ing of it, nor call’d'to any of his friends for. 
















of'the aétion ‘to ‘Chereas. ' 
He -had his afloctates, *cis true; but the pro-. 
‘pofal of it was originally his ; and fo was the’ 
contrivance, and the manner of bringing it. 
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tiful mafter of him, and he kept himfelf in 
credit with them by the force of frequent do-= 


natives and rewards. Thefe pcople, under the 
command of Sabinus, originally a gladiator, 
and preferr’d to.be 4 tribune purely for a bru- 
tal fturdinefs of body, without the leat pre= 


sine 


tencé of title to'it, by the virtue, either of 


himfelf or of his anceftors: Thefe people, I 
fay, under this commander, ran up and down 
with drawn {words from houfe to houfe, hunt- 
ing after the murderers of Cefar. The. firft 
man they met with was Afprenas, that had his 
robe ftain’d with the blood of the facrifice, as 
Ttold you before; a moft unlucky token, and 


47K 


Afprenas, 


Norbanus, 


and Anteius 


him they tore to piecés. . The nextthey feized cut to pieces 


was Norbanus, ‘of the firft quality of the:cicy, 
and one that hadthe blood of feveral eminent 
generals in his veins. But finding that the 
dignity of his extraction wrought nothing upon 
the barbarous fury of thofe brutal ruffians, he 
difarmed the firft man that affaultéd him ; and 
being a perfon of wonderful ftrength and cou- 
rage, would never haye dy’d unrevene’d, if 
he had not been opprefs’d by numbers. The 
third that had the fame hard fortune with the 
former, to fall into the hands of the Germans, 
was Anteius, with fome few others; who was 
drawn out with a curiofity to fec the dead bo- 
dy of Caius, aperfon whom he mortally hated; 
for Caius had not only banifhed his father,. who 
was of the fame name with himfelf, but had 
afterwards caus’d him to be put to death alfo 
by his order. This Anteius came out’ upon 
this occafion, to entertain-himfelf with this 
gratcful fpectacle ; and hearing a gréat noife 
and tumult, he endeavour’d to fave his life by 
hiding himfelf, but could nor however efcape 
the diligent fearch of the German guards, who 
without any diftinétion of guilty or innocent, 
cut all to pieces that they encounter’din their 
way. And this was the unhappy end of thefe 
miferable men. 

WHuen the news of Cefar’s death was 
brought to the theatre, the wonder and afto- 
nifhment it met with was more than the cre- 


dit; for though people would be well enough 


content to hear of what they had fo long and 
fo often wiih’d for, many were afraid yet of 
believing it, for fear it fhould prove falfe, and 
others as loth to believe it, becaufe they werc 
afraid of finding irtrue. But fome again ftum- 
bled at it as a thing equally ridiculous to at~ 
tempt, and impoffible to compafs. Now .thefe 
for thie moft part were women and children, 
flaves, and a certain fort of foldiers too, that 
making a double advantage of their fervices, 
both bypay, and what they got by oppreffion, 
asthe minifters of pride and tyranny, affifted 
in the perfecution of good men, and became 
fharers in the booty. <As for the women, the 
children, and the common people, they were 
cajol’d with fine fights, fpe¢tacles,prizes,doles, 
and largefies, and other amufements of that 
kind, .under a pretext of making the people ea- 
fy; butin truth, to gratify the blood-thirfty va- 
nity ofthe oppreffor. The bond-meén,they were 


‘indulged in the licenfe allow’d them of con- 


trouling and affronting their patrons, and Caius 


theif friend to ftand by them in all thefe con- 


troverfies.. Neither was there any difficulty at 
all of making good any accufation whatfoever. 
where the fervant had no more to do towar 
the gaining of his liberty, and the making of 
his fortune, but to difcover where his maiter’s 
6D money 
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moncy was, the law itfelf entitling the infor- 
mer to an cighth part of the value of the con- 
fifcation. . 

As for thofe perfons of condition, to whom 
the report might appear credible, either as pri- 
vy tothe plot perhaps, or as well-wilhers to it, 
er as having fome reafon more than ordinary 
perchance to guefsat it, they‘were fo far cr 
rejoicing at the rumour, that they made as} 
they knew nothing at all of the matter. For 
they were afraid of betraying their good-will 

‘by their very looks, itthey fhould but enter up- 
on the difcourfe. The deeper, in fine, that they 
were in the contpiracy, the more ignorant they 
appear’d tobe; forit was death without mer- 
cy to be fo much as fufpected. : 

The fory of ” Tre ftory in the meantime was diverfly re- 
Caigs report Tored. Some had it that Caius was wounded 
wan = indeed, and under the care of the furgeons, 
but not kill’d. Now it was not proper for 
people under thele circumftances to declare 
themfelves one way or other; for cither the 
reporters were of Caius’s faétion, and confe- 
quently under a fufpicion of partiality on that 
hand; or if they were enemies, it wasnot fafe 
on the other fide to be too forward in the be- 
lieving and publithing of ill news to be true, 
asif they wifh’d it fo: But there was ftarted 
at the fame time another invention that damp’d 
the hearts of the nobility more than all the 
reft: Which was that Cefar, upon the receiv- 
ing of his wounds, ran prefently into the mar- 
ket-place; and without ttaying to be drefs’d, 
all bloody as he was, made his appeal there 
ina declamatory way to the people. This va-~ 
riety and uncertainty of reports put all men to 
their wits end what co think, do, orfay. But 
ftir they durit not, tor fear of calumny and 
mifconftru@tion ; for the queftion was not fo 
much what they intended, as how the judges 
and informers would underftand it. _ 

Ix this diftraGtion, the Germans with {word 
‘et in hand befer the theatre; every man there 
giving himfelf for loft upon the firft fight of 
them, and expecting to have his throat cut 
immediately upon the place. While they ftood 
trembling in this anxicty of mind, and in fuf- 
penfe, whether to go or ftay, (for there was 
danger both ways) the foldicrs breaking in 
upon them, put the whole theatre into a 
Avies ight frightful cjulation, with a thoufand fupplica- 
tions, fubmiffions, deprecations, proteftations, 
and excufes, accompany’d with tears, groans 
and invocations upon all the Gods to atteft 
their innocence. A confpiracy or no confpi- 
racy, they could fay nothing to it, they faid, 
neither did they omit any thing in their pre- 
fent extremity, that the fenfe of their danger 
might put into their mouths to faye their lives. 
This difmal fpectacle drew compaffion from 
the hard hearts, even of the Germans them- 
felvces, and put a ftop to the farther progrefs 
of their fury, having done already what they 
were in fome meafure afham’d of, as inhuman 
as they were, in their butchery upon Afprenas 
and his companions, and then carrying their 
heads up and down in oftentation, for a fhew, 
till in the end they were depofited upon the 
altar. What could be morc afflicting to their 
fricnds, confidering the digniry of the men, 
and the infolent barbarity of the triumph, than 
this horrid a€tion? and they were not a little 
folicitous for themfelves too, for their own 


Ways. 





ant contue 
fou. 


danger was not yet over. Nay, the greateftla phyfician was call’d away to look 
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enemies that Caius left behind him, could nor 
rejoice heartily at his death, for the danger they 
themfelves were in, not long to furvive him. 

Bur while things were in this confufion, 
there was one Aruncius, a publick cricr; a 
man who had by his butinefs amafs’d a:great 
eftatc, and obtain’d fo great power and credit 
with the people, that he did what he would 
withthem. This Aruncius came into the thea- 
tre in a deep mourning-drefs, like anoble-man 
of Rome, and with all the formalities of for- 
row and lamentation that are cuftomary upon 
the lofs of our nearcft relations; where he 
made proclamation with a loud voice, that 
the emperor was dead ; upon this the Germans The death of 
relented, and the officers commanded the fol- Cefar pub- 
diers to put up their fwords ; whereupon the liNh’d by pro- 
whole uproar was quieted. “This was moft ‘mation, 
certainly the faving of the people’s lives that 
were coop’d up in the theatre, and of all o- 
thers whatfocver that might have fallen into 
the power of the Germans; for fo long as 
they could have flatter’d themfelyes with any 
hope of the emperor’s being alive, they would 
never have ftuck at any manner of mifchief. 
They had fo great an affeétion for Caius, that 
they would have redeemed his life, even with 
the lofs of their own, and without any re- 
gard to the miferable ftate of the common- 
wealth. But now upon the certainty of the 
thing, that impetuous defire of revenge fell 
of itfelf; when there could be no longer any 
occafion tor the confering of obligations on the 
one fide, or for returning acknowledgments | 
on the other : befide the apprehenfion they had 
of the power of the fenate upon continuing 
their violence, in cafe the government fhould 
fall into their hands. Thus was the rage of 
the Celtick legion appeafed. 

Cuereas all this while, being exceeding- 
ly in pain for fear Minucianus fhould fall into 
the hands of the Germans, took as many of Minucianus, 
the foldiers one by one as he could truft, to Clemens, and 
try if they could tell any news of him; and brane ie 
with carneft entreaties recommending him to gether. 
their care, if ic might fall in their way to 
ferve him. By this means Chereas and Cle. 
mens were brought to him; and Minucianus 
applying himfelt to Chereas, told him that 
he could not but infinitely honour him for fo 
generous a refolution and undertaking; and 
that he would take upon himfelf to give him 
thanks, in the name of the commonwealth, 
tor fo publick a fervice, and as well for his 
conduct in the management of his undertak- 
ing, as for his courage in the execution of it. 
“* ‘This, (fays he) may ferve to fhew us the 
condition of the fate of tyranny, that. ne- 
ver fails, after the fhort pleafure of a law- 
lefs domination, to terminate in an unhappy 
and a fhameful conclufion, that renders the 
oppreffor hatcful to all good men:” As this 
was Cefar’s cafe, who made way. for this con- 
{piracy by a violation of the laws, and an out- 
rageous courfe of intolerable infolence and in- 
Jutticc, upon his beft friends: who upon thefe 
provocations became his enemies, and fo the. 
inftruments of his deftruction ; but he himfel£ 
all this while, was the author, and the firft - 
moving caufe of his own ruin. The guards - 
being now withdrawn, the people in the thea-. 
tre were all rifing in a hurry to fhift for them- 
{clves. The occafion of it was this: Arcyon 
after fome 
wounded 
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wounded men, and fent away feveral about 
him, under a pretence of going to provide re- 
medics ;. but, in truth, to put them out of 
harm’s way. 
Tue fenate, in the mean time, met in the 
palace, where the multitude prets’d in upon 
them in throngs, to demand juftice upon the 
murderers of the emperor. ‘The people were 
in éarneft, but the fenate only held fair with 
them for a countenance. While the rabble 
“Was in this fic of ftorming and hunting up and | 
down after the Affaflins, Valerius Afiaticus, 2 
confular man, being often ask’d by them in 
the heat of their outcries and clamours, what 
was become of the murderers of Caius, and 
who was the villain that kill'd him ?” ** Would 
*© J had been the man myfelf,” days Valerius, 
and fo he went his way. 
Tut fenate proceeded then to a decree, in 
condemnation of Caius, and pafs’d.an order 





The fenate 
meets, nd for. both people and foldiers to depart quietly 
ordersth¢ | to their own homes and quarters, with pro- 


fuldicrs and 
people to de- 
pat. 7 


mifes of certain exemptions and privileges to 
the one, and of rewards and gratuities to the 


as they ought to do. By this means -there 
was a feafonable ftop put to the uproar, which 
otherwife might have broken out into frefh 
tumults, facrilegious violences, rapinc, and all 
manner of coniufion. ‘The whole bench of 
fenators being now met, and thofe efpecially 
Thefinate that were of the plot, they began to have 
inclining to fome thoughts of taking the power into their 


ote forit- own hands, and fetting up for themfelves again. 
Cit. 








CHAP. I. 


The fenators and ‘foldiers divided about the fori 
of government, Ec. Chereas goes tothe Confuls 


for the word; and it was given hint (Liser- 
cy.| Lhe firft a& of the fenate, fence the 


Cofars took away their power. Chereas delivers 
the word, €3¢. Lhe charader of Claudius, &3¢. 
Gratus puts him into poffeffron of the govern- 
nent. Lhe foldiers unanimous for Claudius. 
They carry him to the camp, aud fo. finifo the 
work. Ibe foldiers and people divided betwixt 
@ monarchy and a common wealth. Lhe fe- 
nate fends a menacing meffage to Claudius, but 
comes to a peaccable conclufion. 


The fenators WHILE the fenators were debating on 
and foldiers the one hand, the foldiers were at work 
ee oe in a council of war on the other, upon the que- 
poreenments ftion, whether a popular, or an- imperial go- 
vernment; and came to this refolution, that 
the former was neither good forthe whole bo- 
dy, nor for themfelves; for the people they 
faid, could never anfwer fo many prefling ne- 
ceflities of the ftate: Neither was it for - their 
own intereft, cither to be put quite out of play 
by a wrong choice, or to have fo many maf- 
ters, having been rather the companions than 
the fervants of the former adminiftrator: 
So that they were of opinion in this unfet- 
The foldiers tled ftate of affairs, to chufe Claudius empe- 


ay timpe- ror, being the uncle of the deceas’d, and much 
mene vey {aperior, both for his birth, princely quali- 
Claudius ties, and education, to any of the fenators then 
themaa,... aflembled ; notmaking any doubt but he would 


remember thofe that rais’d him,’ and oblige all 
people according to-their deferts. ‘This was 
the fenfe,of the whole council: So that Clau- 
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other, if they demean’d themielves peaceably |: 
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from his They ferhim 
up, and de-~ 





dius. was immediately fetch’d away 
houfe by the foldiers, and declar’d emperor. x 
This was carry’d prefently tothe fenate-houfé oe humcms 
to Cneus Sentius Saturninus, .who finding mat- Fieuews 
ters upon fuch a pinch that now or never the carry’d to 
bufinefs was to be done, he ftood up and made Saturninus in 
afpeech ; partly being pat upon it, and partly as ener 
by inclination, and deliver’d histhoughts upon ene 
this occafion, in terms worthy of fo generous 
a patriot, and fpeaker, and of fo publick~ 
fpirited an auditory. ‘The tenor of it was to 
this effect : : 2 
“¢ Wuo would have thought, (fays he) my Satarninosin 
noble countrymen and fellow-citizens, ‘at- favour with 
ter fo long an interruption of our natural the popular 
freedom, that we fhould ever have liv’d to “"~ 
draw.one breath of liberty after ic! and 
“yet thro’ the goodnefs of the divine Provi- 
dence, in whofe power it is to give or take, 
we are at this very day and hour, freemefi 
in fome degree yet once again. How long 
it will laft we know not ! but let the event 
be what it will, and the comfort of it ne- 
ver fo fhorr, a fhort comfort is yet a coms 
fort ftill. Shall we account it as nothing 
now, for a freeman to live free, in a free 
country, and to have yet fome relifh of the 
{weets of our ancient liberties in the flou- 
rifhing condition of our once free commorn- 
wealth ; even tho’ we were to enjoy the fa- 
tisfaction of it but for one fingle hour. I 
can fay little, *tis true, to the liberty of 
former times, that was extinét long before 
ever I came into the world; but I have a 
great kindnefs, I muft confefs, for the pre- 
icrving and improving of that liberty, fuch 
as it is, which we enjoy at prefent: and I 
cannot but efteem thofe men to have been 
exceedingly happy, whofe lot it was to fall 
into an age that aflerted the common liber- 
ty of mankind, and the ftudy of virtue. 
But the perfons of all others that in my 
opinion deferve the. moft to be honour’d, 
next to the immortal Gods themfelves, aré 
thofe heroical fpirits that haye had the cou- 
rage to give us yet fome tafte of it, how late 
foever, cven in this abandon’d ftate of the 
world: a bleffing, which I with with all 
my foul, may be perpetuated to our pofte- 
rity. For as to what concerns our{elves, 
one day’s experience is abundantly faffici- 
ent for our comfort and inftruétion, both 
young and old. ‘Thofe that are in years 
will leave the world with lefs regret, when 
they fhall better underftand the advantages 
that attend liberty ;:and for thofe that are 
growing up, the very example will inflame 
them with a virtuous ¢mulation of treading 
in the fteps of their famous anceftors. Vir- 
tue, in fhort, is the main bufinefs of human 
life ; and {6 it ought: to be, for in truth, 
virtue is liberty itfelf: that is to fay, the. 
liberty of the mind, whatever becomes of 
the body. Now I do not take upon me all 
this while to fpeak of things before my time, 
any further than upon the grounds of hear- 
fay.and tradition. But when I come to the 
fubject of tyranny, and the calamitous con- 
fequences that attend it, I fhall fay no more 
upon that topick than what 1 can make good 
in what I have feen and felt, and upon the 
infallible certainty of: woeful and miferable 
experience. It confounds the order of go- 
vernment, and of all civil communities. 
i Great 
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‘ Great miods, generous difpotitions and glo- 


rious aétions, are difcountenanc’d and iup- 
prefs’d. Ic makes-‘mens fouls as fervile as 


“. cheir carcafles; quenches all honourable e- 


its 


mulations, and accommodates all rules of 


law and equity, by fear and flattery, to the} 


arbitrary caprice of ambitious and phanta- 
tical princes. If we look back to the ufur- 


' pacion of Julius Cefar, upon the power of 


the people, and the * trampling of thcir 
laws, liberties and government under foot, 
in the ereéting of a tyrannical monarchy 
upon the ruins of that commonwealth ; and 
all this only to gratify the heat. of his am- 
bitious lufts; what a train of miferics has 
that impotent and infatiable affectation of 
dominion drawn after it, both upon the go- 
vernment, and the nation! what has the 
fucceflion been buta kind of a violent com- 
petition betwixt the predeceffor and the 
‘next comer, Who fhould do moft mifchief, 
either in the fubverting of the laws, ‘or In 


‘ the depopulating of the city at leaft, by the 
‘ fuppretiing of all men of honour and vir- 
- gue in it, and by all forts of perfecution, 
* even tothe degree of death itfelr? for they 


could not be fate but in the hands of wick- 
ced inftruaments, that had abandon’d them- 
felves to all forts of iniquity, without ci- 
ther fhame or confcience. And not one fin- 
gle creature in the number of thefe impe- 


‘ rious mafters, that had not done the part 


of a moft barbarous oppreffor. But the ty- 
rant Caius, who hath this day received his 
fatc, he perhaps has outdone all the reft in 
the licentious rage of a brutal and an un- 
governable fury; {paring neither citizens, 
triends, nor relations, in a deftance at the 
fame time, both of humanity and juftice, 
and of all the laws both of God and man. 
For it is not enough for tyrants to give 
themicles vp to their vanity, and their 
pleafurcs, rapines, adulteries and extrava- 
gant appetites, for thefe are only human 
trailtics; but their fatisfaction lics in the 
Giabclical practices of rooting out wholc 
femilies, entitling children and infants to 
their father’s quarrel, and not one jot qui- 
eter aftcr their revenge than they were be- 


fore: For being confcious to themfelves of 


the indignities they multiply upon their fub- 
jets, and that let them bear them never fo 
patiently, the {pite of a fhrewd turn is not 
fo foon forgotten, they find no fecurity at 
laft but in the death of thofe they have 
wrong’d, and in the feafonable removal of 
therh out of the way. But fince fo it is, 
that-we have now fhak’d off the yoke, and 
recovyer’d the pofleffion of our primitive 
freedom: all that we have to do for the 
preferving of unity among ourfelves, and 
providing for our future fatety, is to join in 
repairing the ruins of our ancient glory, and 
reftoring the commonwealth unto its ori- 
ginal dtare of union and integrity. We are 
now at liberty to propofe and to debate, 


* and to like or diflike at pleafure, without 


any fuperior power over our heads to con- 
troul, and call us toan account. For what 
was it that gave birth and growth to the 
unbounded progrefs of the late tyranny, but 


the dull drowfy patience of a befotted peo- | 
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ple, that had not the hearts to make head. 
againft ic? men, flaves’to their pleafures ; 
and men-that otherwife aéted and liv’d like 
flayes: thefe were the people thar chufing 
rather to lead a mean inglorious life, than 
venture an honourable death, caft the city 
‘into thofe infupportable miferies, of which 
we ourfelves have been both eye and ear~ 
witnelles. But let me recommend it to you 
in the firft place now, to do right tothe 
affaffins of the tyrant, cfpecially to Che- 
reas, in confering upon him the honours 
he deferves for ridding the world, and the 
commonwealth of this abominable moniter, 
For it was his coynfel and. his hand, by the 
impulfe 6f a divine affiftance, that wrought 
our liberty; and it is but reafon that he 
that procur’d us our freedom with the ha- 
zard of his life, fhould reccive acknowledg- 
ments and rewards from the perfons he rc 
deem’d, anf{werable to the quality of the 
obligation. It is the part and the duty of 
an honeft man to be thankful to ‘his’ bene- 
factor ; efpecially to fuch a benefactor as 
this, who has involv’d us all in onc com- 
“© mon debt. The action of Brutus and Caf- 
fius upon Julius Cefar, was great and glo= 
rious ; but Chereas over and above the emu- 
lation: of their bravery, hath in this refpect 
gone much beyond it. Their exploit was 
follow’d with a civil war, that ran through 
and ravaged the whole Roman empire, but 
“¢ Chereas cut off the tyranny itfelf, together 
“ with the tyrant, and deliver’d the whole 
*¢ world at one blow.” 

Turis difcourfe of Saturninus was mightily 
to the fatisfaction of the whole body of the 
fenate ; but he was fo intent upon Caius one 
way, that he forgot him another; for he had 
at that time a ftone in a ring upon his fin- 
ger, with a Caius’s head in it, which he ne- 
ver thought of : but Trebellius Maximus ob- 
ferving it, ftarted up and got it off from his 
finger, and it was order’d to be broken. 

Ir was now toward night, and Chereas 





Boox XIX: 


A Caius head 
in a ring up- 
on his finger 
all this while. 


Chereas goes 


went to the Confuls for the watch-word, who to the Con- 


gave him for the word, Liserry. The 
tace of things was fo ftrangely alter’d now on 
a fudden, that people could hardly believe 
what they faw: this being the firft aét of au- 
thority that the fenare had ever appeared in, 
fince the time they were depofed : tor the fol- 
diers had their orders from the Confuls fill, 
in former.times, till the Cefars took. that.pow- 
er out of their hands. Chereas, upon the 
receiving of the word, deliver’d it again in 
courfe to the troops that fided with the fenate. 
That is to fay, to four companies of them 
that ftood well affected to the lawful govern- 
ment, and declared themfelves againft the 
ufurpation. ‘Thefe men went away prefently 
with their officers, and foon after them, went 
the people overjoy’d with the thought of the 
prefent change, and in hopes that the ancient 
glory of the commonwealth was now going 
to be reftored again; and all agreeing in the 
fame note, that Chereas was their deliverer. 


fuls for the 
word, and 
they give him 
Lieerry. 
The firft act 
of the fenate, 
fince Cefar 
took away 
their power. 


Chereas deli- 
vers the 
word, 


Now Chereas thinking it might be dangerous phe wifeand 
after the death of Caius, to leave his wife and daughter of 
daughter to furvive him, he fent Julius Lupus, Caius patto 


one of the tribunes, with a command to kill 
them both; fingling out him the rather for 


” * See Cotelerius’s notes ro the 2d vol. of his Monumenta Ecclef. p. 629. 


that 


death. 
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his companions had begun. She encounter’d Cefonia dies 
the ttroke with a wonderful conftancy of mind, ¥ith great 
and her daughter, an infant, dy’d by the fame “°""*Y- 
hand with her; the tidings of:ic Lupus car- 
ry’d away to Chereas fo foon as the work was 
done. 

Tuis was the end of Caius, in the fourth The death 
year of his reign; a man brutal and malicj- and chiac- 
ous to the higheft degree, even in his private *t ofS“ 4 


Chap. JI. 
shat commiffion, both as Clemens’s kinfman, 
and as a reafonable thing for a man that was 
fo deep in the confpiracy, to have his part in 
the execution. oe ee 

Bur there were feveral yet of the ‘con- 
federates that look’d upon it as.an un- 
‘manly cruelty, to commit fo barbarous an 
outrage upon the perfon of a woman; for fhe 










Ahad no hand, they faid, in Caius’s enflaving 
the city, or in the execrable barbaritics he 


committed on the flower of the nobility ; but. 


it was all intirely his own act and deed, and 
nothing elfe bur the pure malice of his own 
ill nature. Others again charg’d all his ex- 
travagancics to the woman’s account, for a 
love potion fhe gave him, which turn’d his. 
. brain, and made him ftark mad: and fo inter- 
preted this poifonous potion as the a¢t of this 
dewd woman, to be the ruin of the common- 
wealth. ‘The latter opinion carry’d it, and fo 
Julius Lupus pofted away immediately. about 
his bufineis, out of a zcal to rhe publick in 
the difpatch of his duty. Upon his coming 
into the-palace, he found Cefonia laid at her 
length upon the ground with her daughter, 
by the body of her husband, all befmear’d 
with the blood of his wounds, and in want 
of all thofe neceflary decencies that naturally 
belong to the dead; and in this affliction, 
nothing to be gotten from her but cxclamati- 
ons againit Caius for not hearkening to the 
advice of fo affeftionate a wife, that had told 
him over and over beforehand, what this 
would come to in the end. Thefe words lay 
fo open to a double meaning, that from that 
day to this, people have been divided how to 
underftand them. ‘They that took them in 
the more favourable fenie, would have ir that 
the fpake of the counfels fhe had given him 
trom time to time, not to behave himfelt fo 
like a mad-man ; but to contain himfclf with- 
in the bounds of fobricty and moderation; 


for if he went on in that provoking way of | 


cruelty and oppreffion, he would incur the -ha- 
tred of his people, and draw the blood of his 
fabjeéts upon his own head. Bur thofe- that 
made another conftruction of it, would have 
it to be as who fhould fay, “If this man 
“© would have been rul’d by me, and confult- 
ed his own fecurity in time, as‘I would 
have had him, this fhould never have been. 
How often did I prefs him to rid his hands 
of all fufpeéted perfons, every man of them, 
the firft thing he did? proof, or no proof, 
ic matter’d not; for where the life of a 
prince was at ftake, a juft ground of fafpi- 
<¢ cion would have becn fufficient to proceed 
<¢ upon.” In this latitude, the interpretation 
lay fair enough both ways. Lupus being now 
come within fight of Cefonia, as fhe was tor- 
menting herfelf in the bitternefs of her an- 
guifh and diftrefs ; the princefs begg’d of him 
‘with tears and paffionase lamentations, only 
to draw near, and take a view of that mife- 
rable {peétacle of her mangled husband. But 

uickly gathering from his countenance what 
his fatal bufinefs was, and from his words af- 
ward, over and above, fhe was no farther 
concern’d at what he faid, than after a fhort 
ejaculation upon the mifery of her condition, 
immediately to prefent her bare throat to the 
execution ; prefling him to difpatch -what he 
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had undertaken, and to-finifh the tragedy that 





















condition ; fenfual in his appetites; a patron 
of calumniators and informers; a coward in 
all cafes of danger, and confequently bloody: 
He valu’d dominion for nothing more than 
that it put it into his power to opprefs the in- 
nocent, and to make,way to confifcations, and 
forfeitures by murders and rapines. He valu’d 
himfelf upon the flavith flatteries and adorations 
of the.common people ; and nothing lefs than 
temples and altars to his honour,, would fa- 
tisfy -his frantick and: extravagant ambition. 
He hatred all reftraints of law as well as of 
virtue, and would not fpare the beit friend he 
had in the world upon the leaft provocation. 
He was an enemy to all good men, and impa- 
tient of contradiction in: whatfocver hé had a 
mind to; even to the degree of debauching 
his own fiftcr, which made the people abhor 
him. For inceft was a .brutality fo abomi- 
nable in thofe days, thac it was almoft in- 
credible; and a feandal that had not been fo 
much as heard of .among them for many ages. 
I do not know where he ever did, or fo much 
as attempted any thing truly magnificent and 
royal, and for the honour of the empire, or 
the common good of mankind; faving only 
the harbours, and the ftore-houfes, that he 
built about Rhegium, and near Sicily, for the 
convenience of the corn-fhips out of Egypt. 
And that, without all difpute, was a noble 
work, and of publick ufe and advantage. ‘Tho’ 
he did not go through with it neither at laf, 
but left it unfinifh’d, partly by the lazinefs and 
negleét of his agents and overfcers, and partly 
by the unfteddinefs of his own humour; for 
his head ran altogether upon unprofitable 
whimfies, and he thought his money better 
employ’d upon his own private pleafures, than 
either upon the ornament, or the improvement 
of the publick. 

Bur all this while Caius was an excel- 
lent orator,’ and a great mafter both of 
Latin and Greck. He had a wonderful pre- 
fence of mind, and an admirable faculty in 
{peaking extempore upon any fubjcét: befide 
that he had a talent peculiar to himfelf of gain- 
ing upon the judgments, as well as the atfcc- 
tions of men, in affairs even of the greateft 
moment; a felicity which accrued to him part- 
ly by nature, and partly. by practice. For be- 
ing train’d up in the emulation, both of his 
father Germanicus, and of his uncle Tiberius, 
his predeceflor, two perfons fo illuftrious for 
this fort of excellency, he made it fome point 
of honour not to degenerate from the dignity, 
either of his birth or of his inititution. Bur 
what fignifies an ingenuous and a virtuous edu- 
cation, to thofe that fo foon as they get at 
liberty, pervert the advantages of it to their 
ruin? fo hard a thing it is for men that may 
do what they pleafe without danger, to do 
what they ought to do, for the pure fake of 
honefty and virtue. At his firft entrance upon 
the government, he made an excellent coe 
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of men of honour and underftanding for his 
friends and minifters; by which he gain’d 
himfelf a mighty reputation with the people. 
But as he came by little and little to take ano- 
ther biafs, he turn’d them off with infolence 
and feorn, and by infupportable provocations, 
torced his fubje€ts upon thofe outrageous _¢x- 
tremitics of defpair and revenge, that after- 
wards cott him his life. ; : 
Bur Claudius, as we faid before, hearing 


oe 
hidehim&in of the death of Caius, and the uproar the 









com 


whole court was in upon that difatter, crept 
into a private hole to fave himfelf, tho’ in no 
danger at all, unlefs perhaps for the fake of 
his blood and quality. Kor his tancy lay ever 
to a retir’d life; his behaviour tempcrate and 
medeft: a lover of leteers, Greck efpecially, 
and a man utterly averfe to the noife and hur- 
ry of bufinefs. . F 
“Tue multiende being now at their wits 
end, the palace throng’d with foldiers, run- 
ring up and down like mad, in a furious con- 
tternation, and the common people hurrying 
trom place to place, without any regard to 
the order or authority of government; the 
guards, in this rumultuary contution, being 
men of the beft credit among the foldiers, 
tound ic high time now to bethink themfelves 
What was to be done: and their trouble was 
net fo much for the death of the prince, who, 
they thought, deferved his fatc, as how to 
provide for the fettling of their own affairs. 


he heads of And then the rage of the Germans againit the 


murderers had more in it of a private intereft, 
~ than of any refpeét or good-will for the pub- 
lick. Thefe things, all together, did but farcher 
increafe the apprchenfion of Claudius, efpecially 
upon the fight of the heads of Afprenas and his 
companions, that were carry’d up and down 
in triumph. Claudius was gotten into a place 
where there was no coming to him but by cer- 
tain blind fteps ; and there he ftood to con- 
ceal himfelt inthe dark. Gratus, one of the 
empercr’s guards, got the glimpfe of a man 


Clisdius dir there ina corner, that had a mind to lie clofe; 





Gratus puts 
him into 
{efhon o 
empire. 


the 


but not being able to difcern what he was, he 
went up to him, tho’ the other defir’d him to 
forbear; and upon drawing him our, found 
that he knew him, calling aloud to the people 
that tollowd him, this is Germanicus, than 
whom no man is fitter to fill the vacancy o 
the empire. Upon thefe words, the foldiers 
were ready to lay hold of him; and Claudius, 
for fear they fhould put him to death for 
Caius’s fake, carneftly befought them to fpare 
him, making proteftation of his innocence up- 
on the whole matter. Gratus, upon this, took 
him by the nght hand with a countenance 
well-pleas’d, and defir’d him not to trouble 
himfelf with any fort of apprehenfion for his 
fafecy, but rather to difpofe his thoughts to- 
wards the receiving of the empire ; which the 
Gods, fays he, have taken from Caius, and do 
now offer to Claudius by the hands of Gratus, 
for the relief and prefervation of mankind, 
that have been groaning thus long under the 
burden of fo many oppreffions: wherefore in 
heaven’s name, ** Get up Sir, (fays he) and 
“* take poffeffion of the throne of your ance- 
*“ ftors.”” So they mounted Claudius upon 
“their fhoulders; who in truth, betwixt the 
furprizes of joy and fear, was not able to ftand 
upon his legs. While this was a doing, the 
guards gather’d together about Gratus in 


grcater numbers, and fell to muttering. among 
themfelves what pity it was for the poor in- 
nocent Claudius, a perfon who had liv’d fo 
private and fo quiet, and had ran fo many Ha~ 
zards for Caius himfelf, tobe hurry’d away thus 
out of his life ? torthey took all this buitle to 
be for the carrying of Claudius to his execu- 
tion, while others were for appealing to the 
Confuls. But as the foldiers crouded in-more 
and more, the people that had no arms, fhift- 
ed feveral ways for:themfelves. ‘This puta 
ftop to Claudius’s progrefs; for he was too 
weak to march on foot, and his bearers had 
fhifted tor themfelves, for fear of running the 
fame fate with their maftcr, whofe fafery they 
defpair’d of. So that the military men being 
now poflefs’d of the palace, (that part of the 
city which they fay was firft inhabited) their 
numbers increafing, and having a clear ftage 
to themfelves, they took it into confideration 
upon this junéture, how they might fertle the 
commonwealth. ‘Vhe foldicrs were glad at 
heart to fee Claudius there; and one and all 
for the advancing of him to the empire 5 parts 
ly in honour to his brother Germanicus, for 
whofe memory all the world had an infinite 
veneration, and partly to keep off other am- 
bitious and troublefome pretenders among the 
fenators ; who having formerly embroil’d the 
ftate, would, in all likelihood, do as much 
mifchicf again if ic lay in their power. They 
look’d upon the republican form of govern- 
ment to be gone paft recovery 3 and therefore 
fince an emperor was of neceflity to be cho- 
fen, it Would concern them to take care, they 
thought, that no perfon whatever fhould be 
advanced to that dignity without being be- 
holden to them for his preferment. Upon 
which confideration, they could not do better 
than to pitch upon Claudius for the man, and 
by that means to engrofs the merit of the ob- 
ligation entirely to themfelves, The whole 
body of the foldiery was fo abfolutely fatis- 
fy’d with this way of reafoning and difcourfe, 
that upon confering one with another, they 
all immediately join’d in the fame refolution ; 
and taking up Claudius upon their fhoulders, 
carry’d him away to the camp, there to finifh 
what they had begun, and the whole army, 
along with him for his guard. 

Wurte this was a foot there happen’d a 
mifunderftanding betwixt the fenate and the 
common people. ‘T’he former were for the rc- 
eftablifhing the commonwealth in its ancient 
glory, and for the vindicating of their autho- 
rity from tyrannical ufurpations: the other, 
out of an envy to the power the fenate aim’d 
at, defiring nothing more than an imperial 
check upon the proud and covetous fenators, 
and a fecure appeal for themfelves to a higher 
court from republican oppreffions: fo that 
the people were overjoy’d at the elevation of 
Claudius, in hope, that under his proteétion 
they might be preferv’d ‘from civil wars, and 
from fuch difmal confufions as they had fut 
fered in the war betwixt Pompey and Cefar. 

‘Tue fenate were no fooner intorm’d of the 
foldiers tranfporting Claudius to the army, 
but they difpatch’d away a certain number of 
choice men of their own order, with inftruéti- 
ons to admonifh Claudius, ‘* Not to attempt 
** the affuming of the government to himfelf 
* by violence, but rather to conrent himfelf 
** in the ftation of one of the fenarors, and to 

* leave 


The foldiers 
unanimoufly 
for Claudius 


They carry 
him to the 
camp, and fo 
finifh the 
work. 

‘The fenate 
and the com- 
mon people 
divided 
about a mo- 
narchy and 
a common 
wealth. 





Chap. 


The fenate 
fends Vera~ 
nius and 
Brouchus, 
pith a me- 
nacing met 
fage to Clau- 
dius. 


Claudius 
fticks to his 
Pretenfions, 


ITI. 


leave the care of the publick to that body, 
who were qualify’d by the laws to manage 
by themfelves, and by their dire&tion, ail 
the offices of adminiitration. They were 
alfo to mind him how tyrannically the peo- 
ple had been treated by former mafters, and 
even.by Caius himfelf, and of the part like- 
wife that he himfelf had in the common 
danger from that tyrant: and how ill it 
would become any man that condemn’d ty- 
ramny in another, to fet up the practice of 
“ ic himfelf. But if he would fubmit to the 
fenate, and return to his former courfe of 
life and principles, he fhould be crown’d 
with honours by a free and powerful peo- 
ple, and gain the reputation of a wife, and 
a good man, by contenting;himfelf to take 
“ his lot in the courfe of things in this world, 
« whether it be higher or lower, as the law 
* and providence jhall appoint: but if he 
fhould go on in his purpofe after this judi- 
cial example upon Caius, they muft certain- 
ly oppofe him in his defign; for they want~ 
ed neither foldiers, nor arms, (they faid) 
nor numbers, nor any other neceflaries, for 
fuch an undertaking: but after all, that 
their main dependance was upon the power 
“and juftice of the Gods in favour of fo ho-~ 
neft and righteous a caufe, as the defenfe 
of the liberty of their country.” 

Wuew Veranius and Brouchus had acquit- 
ted themfelves of their commiffion to Clau- 
dius in words to this effeét, “‘ They caft them- 
* {elves at his feet with moft carneft fupplica- 
“< tions, not to do any thing that might ha- 
© gard the embroiling of the pcople in a ci~ 
«vil war.? But finding Claudius fo befer 
with military men; and that the power of 
the Confuls was nothing in comparifon to that 
of the foldicrs, thefe envoys made him only 
this fhort requeft, that “ If he were refolv’d 
“ upon the fovereignty, he fhould rather ac- 
“ cepe it from the fenate, and take ic upon 
® him without violence; which would be 
<< much fairer and more aufpicious, to receive 
“ it with the good-will of the people, than 
to ravith ic from them by force.” 


a 


CHAP. If, 


Glaudius flicks to kis pretenfors, €3c. Agrippa 
kecps up bis heart, takes his place in the fe- 
nate, and delivers his opinion of the prefent frate 
of things, &3c. The fenate meets before day. Lhe 
foldiers cry out to the fenate jor an emperor ; 
vith their gladiators at hand, in cafe of need, 
€3c.  Chereas, a profe(s’d enemy to Claudius. 
Lhe foldiers march away to fetch him. Sa- 
binus protefts againft him. All the court made 








to Claudius, &8c. Chercas, Lupus, €c. put to. 


death, The father dies bravely, the other 
meanly. Clasdius pardons Sabinus, aud Sabi- 


aus kills bimfelf. 


Cc UDIUS was no ftranger to the 
haughtinefs of the fenate, and fo gave 
their deputies as fair an anfwer for the prefent 
as he could difcreetly do, without laying him- 
felf at mercy. But what with the temptation it- 
felf, the advice and importunicy of the foldiers, 
the inftigation of Agrippa, and their promifes 
to ftand by him in the afferting of his preten- 
fions, Claudius was over-rul’d into a refolu- 
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tion not to quit his hold in the right he had 

to the fovercignty, which they had voluntarily 

confer’d upon him. When Agrippa had ‘de- 

cently difpos’d of the dead body of his friend 

Caius that fet the crown upon his head, and 

put every thing in as good order as the cafe 

would then bear, he went prefently to his 

guards, and gave it out that Caius, in truth, 

Was not dead, bur miferably ill of his wounds; Agrippa 

and that he was going to get fome. phyficians gives it out 

to him. But being told foon after, that Clau- thst Caius 

dius was taken up, and carry’d away by the * then 

foldiers, Agrippa prefs’d after him immedi- 

ately thro’ the croud, and with much ado 

found him out at laft ; but in fo frightful a con- 

fion of thoughts, that he was juft upon the 

point of delivering up all to the fenate: only 

in the very critical minute, Agrippa gave him 3: 

a word of comfort that fix’d him in a refolu- oe lee 

tion to keep what he had got, and fo he went keeps te his 

his way. Soon after this Agrippa was invited heart. 

© ae his pinks in the fenate, whether he Agrippa 
ent, (pretending ignorance to all purpofes) , nit 

with his head perfum’d with cincaenes. and oe a 

as gayly drefs’d as if he was but juft come from 

an entertainment. Being now in the court, 

he put the queftion to the fenators, what was 

become of Claudius: fo they told him the ve- 

ry truth of the ftory, and then ask’d his opi- 

nion and fentiments of the prefent ftate of 

things. Agrippa made anfwer, ‘* That there 1 
was nothing fo dear to him in this world, 9Pimonen 
that he was not ready to facrifice to the hoe ot 

nour of the fenate ; and yet I could with, things. 

(faid he) that people would rather attend 

the fubftantial good and fervice of the com- 

monwealth, than the {peaking of plceafing 

things to tickle the itching ears of the vul- 

gar: for moft certain it is, that without a 

competent provifion of arms, men, and mo~ 

nies, for a foundation to proceed upon, 

** there is no good to be done in competitions 

* for dominion and power.” Their anfwer 

was, that for thofe neceflary preliminaries 

they had of them abundantly, and to {pare : 

and for the ‘matter of numbers, they had 

flaves enough to do their work, that would be 

glad of their freedom for their wages. ‘ ‘This 

*“* is very well, (fays Agrippa) and with fub- 

miffion to your grave wifdoms, I with eve- 

ry thing may fucceed to your liking. But 

with your leave for one word more: You 

know-very well that the foldiers Claudius 

has about him, are all veterans, and men of 

“* difcipline, and experience: whereas on the 

** other hand, we have only a raw and an un- 

tractable rabble of fervile wretches, that 

hardly ever faw a naked {word in their 

lives; to encounter fo many expert men of 

war withal; and therefore with refpeét to 

your prudence, I fhould rather propofe the 

“ fending of fome body to Claudius to try if ABtPP4 

‘© he might not be wrought upon to Jet fall a oA al 

“ his claim; and rather than fail, I would dowa hie” 

“© make one myfelf to go upon the errand.” claim. 

The fenate found the propofal reafonable, and Agrippa | 

difpatch’d away Agrippa, with fome others, oe 

upon the commiffion. But Agrippa fo order’d Htruétions 

it, that upon a private meeting with Claudins what to do. 

beforehand, he told him what fearful appre- 

henfions the fenate was under, and then put 

words in his mouth for an anfwer to the de- 

putics, every way becoming the majefty of an 

imperial prince. ‘ I do not wonder, cay Claudius’s 

. “¢ Claudius) anfwer. 
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“ Claudius) to find the fenate fo averfe to 
“ the government of a fingle perfon, confi- 
“ dering what they themfelves have fuffer’d 
“under the tyranny of fome late princes 5 
“ but for. my own part, ({ays he) I propofe 
“ nothing more to myfelf than to make the 
“ fubjcéts cafy and happy in thcir perfons, li- 
berties and fortunes; and in the impartial 
adminiftration of juttice ; for my bufineds 1s 
only under the name of a prince, to rule with 
the common advice and confent of the peo- 
Ie. And for the gocd faith of my intcn- 
tions, I ihall refer mvielf to the proof I 
have given the fenate of my moderation and 
integrity, even in the worlt of times,” He 
{id no more upon this occafion, but difcharg- 
ing the deputics with this fpeech, he entcr- 
taincdhis military men with another harangue ; 
gave them anoath of fidelity, and five hun- 
dred * drachma’s a man tor gratuity; and af- 
ter the fume proportion, to his officers ; with 
premifes of the like to the foldicrs that were 
abtent, 
Upon this, the fenators fummon’d a court, 
wha met the next morning before day, in the 
emple of Jupiter Capitolinus. Some that 
difcern’d what mifchief was a brewing, and 
had no mind to be there, kept out of the way 
in the citv, while others flipr out of town to 
their country feats, chuling rather to be flaves 
in a whole skin, than to run the rifque of all 
they had left, by an unfeafonable conteft for 
the recovery of what they had already loft. 
There were not above a hundred of them at 
mott that affembled. 5; 
Wate they were in the middle of a de- 
bate, upon the matter in hand, there was an 


«cs 
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“ 


* outcry of foldiers ac the door all on a fudden, 


ro the fenators to appoint them fome one man 
to govern them, for many heads they faw did 
but breed confufion ; and for the fitnefs of the 
perfon, they leit that to the fenate. This 
overture was fuch a fnare, that they knew not 
which way to turn themfelves; tor inftead of 
the liberty they promis’d themfelves from 
Claudius, they found him now to be the per- 
fon thev had the moft reafon to fear: Not 
thar they wanted men among themfelyes, who 
tor the kencur of their extraction, and their 
relucion to Cefar, might well enough pretend 
to {ct up tor the dignity : as there was Marcus 
Minucianus, a man ot the firft quality, and 
marry’d into the family of the Cefars, to Ju- 
lia, Caius’s Sifter. ‘This perfon offer’d himtelf 
for one; but the Confuls were willing to 
wave it, and fo put it off with one excufe after 
another. Valerius Afiaticus would have put 
in for a pretender too, if another Minucianus, 
one of the.confpirators againft Caius, had not 
interpofed and hinder’d it; for if any man 
haa itood up for a competitor with Claudius, 
it would have been the bloodieft difpure that 
ever Was heard of; for they had there at hand, 
whole troops of gladiators; military men of 
all forts, and a great number of watermen, 
and other mob, that were there gather’d toge- 
ther, to be at hand, in cafe of a pinch. This 
defperate confufion diverted feveral from ap- 
pearing, that intended otherwife to have ftood ; 
forefecing the mifchief that would certainly 
enfuc upon it, both to the publick and them- 
felves. 


i a 


Ir was now toward break of day, when 
Chereas came up with his people about him, 
and gave the foldiers to underftand by a fign 
he rhade for filence, that he had fomewhat to 
fay, and defir’d a hearing. But their bufinefs 
was (they cry’d) to demand the choice of an 
cempcror without any more ado; and fo they 
ftopt his mouth with noife ahd clamour. The 
fenate found that this was not a time to think 
of fettling the government, when their autho~ 
rity was run down at this rate by fwordmen, 
and the dignity of that noble order fubjected 
to the infolence, feorn, and mockery of the 
foldicts. This put the confpirators out of all 
patience 3; infomuch that Chereas told them in 
the conclofion, “If nothing but an ¢cmperor 
“ ‘vould ferve their turn, he’d give them one, 
“if they would but fetch him an order from, 
“ Eutychus to juftify him in what he did.” 
Now this Eurychus was a favourite-charioteer 
of Caius’s, and an infamous wretch, that ferv’d 
his maitcr in all manner of bafe offices. Che- 
reas follow’d this fcandal with a thoufand 
other reproaches, declaring that he would ra- 
ther bring them the head of Claudius, than 
ever own him fer an emperor. ‘¢ What ! (fays 
“° he) have we not had enough already of a 
“© madman, but we muft now make choice of 
“a fool?” But this was only fo much breath 
loft; for the foldiers, without minding what 
he faid, immediately drew their {words, and 
marched with their colouts to find out Clau- 
dius, and to join in the fame oath that the 
other had taken before. 

Trus was the fenate abandon’d by thofe 
that fhould have defended it, and the confuls 
reduced to the condition of little more than 
private men, while all people were at their 
wits end, in grief and aftonifhmenr, to think 
what would become of them after the putting 
of thefe indignitics upon Claudius; cvery man 
excufing himfelf upon thefe difappointments, 
and laying the blame upon his fellow. Inthe 
heat of this {quabble, out ftepp’d Sabinus, one 
of the confederates, ina fury, with a protei- 
tation, that he would ftab evcry man before 
him rather than ever fubmit to the acknow- 
ledging of Claudius for his mafter; or fo much 
as to {ec him poffefs’d of the cmpire, and fo 
to become a flavebyhisown confent. “ And 
“© now Chercas, what have youto fay for your- 
“ felf too ? You that were the firft afferter of 
‘© the common liberty againft Caius, and now 
“ to fhrink and flinch from that gencrous re- 
“© folution, for the bafe fear of death: As if 
‘¢ any brave man could be happy that is not 
“* mafter of himfelf. No, no, fays Chercas, 
“ Tam unchangeably refolv’d not to outlive 
‘© my liberty; but I fhould be glad however 
“ in the mean time to find how Claudius 
“ ftands affeéted.” 

Whuttre things were in this diforderly way 
of agitation, people came thronging into the 
camp from all quarters, to make their court 
to Claudius, and among the reft, one of the 
confuls, Quintus Pompcius, whom the fol- 
diers hated fo much the more, for encourag- 
ing the fenate to ftand up in the defenfe of 
their liberties. Upon his advancing, they af- 
faulted him with their drawn fwords; and 
had undoubteely kill’d him, if Claudius had 
not taken him into his proteétion, and plac’d 





~ Five hundred drachma’s amounted to about fourteen pounds one fhilling and three-pence of our money. 
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Chap. IIT. 


pivers féna- him by his own fide. 
tors wounded rors that came along with him, did not come 


off fo well; for diversof them were kept back 


with blows, as thcy prefs’d forward to falute 
him. .Aponius went away wounded, and not 
aman of them but was in great danger. At 
the inftance however of king Agrippa, Clau- 


Agrippa : ayeac 

ivesClau- dius was prevail’d upon'to treat the fenators 
sins and men of quality, with gentlencfs and re- 
CUIUAE fpeét; “ For, (fays he) when thefe are gone 


“© you will have no fubjeéts left you, but what 
“€ you will be afham’d to own. Claudius took 
his advice, and order’d them to meet him at 
the palace, whither he himfelf was carry’d in 
his litter, crofs the town, with a guard of fol- 
diers to clear the way for the populace, who 
‘throng’d in fuch multitudes, that they ren- 
der’d his paflage thither very troublefome and 
difficult. : : 

Ar the fame time, Chereas and Sabinus, 
two of the moft eminent of the confederates, 
fhew’d themfelves in publick, exprefly againtt 
the order of Pollio, whom Claudius had made 
captain of the guards but a little before. Clau- 
dius being now brought into the palace, and 
his friends about him, pronounc’d a fentence 
of death upon Chereas. Not but they them- 
felves look’d upon the exploit as a glorious 
action; yet for the treachery fake, and for 
an example that might lead to the fecurity of 

Lu- princes in time to come, he was led to the 


Chereas . 7 gees 
pus, &c. put place of execution, with Lupus, and fevcral 
ro death, others of the confpirators. He dy’d, they 


Chereas dies: 
ike a brave 
man. 


fay, in a wonderful conftancy of mind; no 
change of countenance at all, nor any gefture or 
aétion below the glory of an heroic foul. Lupus 
Lupusdicsas indeed behav’d himfelf wretchedly, and Chere- 
wretchedly- ag took notice of it with contempt. Upon the 
{tripping of him, he complain’d of cold; and 
Chereas had this witty reflection upon it, that 
“© wolves felt no cold,’ playing upon the 
word Lupus, which fignifics a_ wolf, as well 
as the proper name of a man, When the exe- 
cutioner, who was 2 foldier, was to do his of- 
fice, he asked him, ‘¢ if he was an expert maf- 
“< rer at the trade of cutting throats, and ifhis 
“ {word had a good cdge ;”? and to conclude, 
defir’d him to make ufe of the fame weapon that 
he kill’d Caius with. ‘The executioner did his 
duty, in-fine, and at one blow difpatch’d his 
bufincfs: But Lupus, who- lay wriggling and 
fhrinking for fear of the ftrokc, was hack’d and 
mangled at feveral repeated blows before the 
officer could do his work. Some few days af- 
ter, upon the feftival of the -people’s expiatory 
oblations ‘to the ghofts of their dead friends, 
they-paid the fame honour to Chereas as to the 
reft, by cafting their offerings into the fire ac- 
cording to the ufual/ccremony, and begging 
his forgivencfs for the paft ingratitude. ‘This 
was the end of Chereas. 
Claudius par- 
don Sabinus. him, but continu’d him-in the fame command 
he had before, upon‘a generous confideration, 
that even: in his treachery he was yet truc to 
Sabinus kills his raft. But Sabinus, after all, made no far- 
himfelf ther ufe of his clemency: than to deliver him- 
felf from. a life he-was-weary of, upon the 
point of his. own fword,.and with his own 
hand. ; “ 


* An Ethnarch was a viceroy, or lord lieutenant, of a country. 
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But the reft of the fena- 


“© extant-in confirmation thereof: 


As for Sabintis, Claudits did not only pardon |. 1 
“© of that city by Auguftus to our empire; and 
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Claudius kind to Agvippa. A Sedition betwist the 
Fews fie. ae rks Claudius’s edi 2n fa- 
vor oj the Alexandrian fews. da edi in fa- 
woltr of all the Fews. ee . ne 


HE firit thing that Claudius did after 

A his cftablifhment, was to clear his army 

et all fufpectcd perfons; and that being done 
nc Confirmed Agrippa by an ediét, in the pof- Claudiuskind 
feflion of the kingdom formerl fer? ipa. 
7 h gdon y confer’d upon to Agrippa. 
him by Caius, afcribing very much to Agrip- 
Pa’s addrefs and induftry in his fervice. He 
added over and aboye Judea and Samaria, as 
formerly belonging ‘to the kingdom of his 
grandfather Herod. And this he look’d upon 
as only an act of reftitution, and a kind of due 
to his family. But for Abela,and the border= 
ing lands upon mount Libanus, which formerly 
belong’d to Lyfanias, thefe he gave as an ad- 
ditional bounty cut of his own. The articles 
of alliance betwixt this-king, and the people 
of Rome, were graven in a copper-plate, and 
fet up in the middle of the great market-place 
of the city, for a memorial to pofterity. 

He difcharg’d his old friend Alexander Ly- 
fimachus, the grear cuftom-officcr, whom 
Caius had clapt up in a rage, and one that 
formerly manag’d for his mother Antonia. He 
likewife gave Berenice, the daughter of Agrip- 
pa, in contract to his fon Marcus; but he dy- 
ing betore the confummation of the marriage, 

Agrippa marry’d the virgin to his brother He- 
rod, and Claudius beftow’d the kingdom of 
Chalcis upon him at Agrippa’s requett. 

Tue Jews, who had been terribly perfe~ A fedirion 
cuted and opprefs’d by the Alexandrians in betwixt the 
the reign of Caius, began now to get heart Jc¥s and the 
again, and in a fhort time betook themfelves 
to arms, which was the beginning ofa fedition 
betwixt them and the Grecks. Claudius upon 
the firft tidings of this commotion, difpatch’d 
letters to the governor ofEgypt, commanding 
him to take all poflible care to quiet it: And at 
the inftance of the two kings, Agrippa and 
Herod, fent an ediét to Alexandria, and into 
Syria, in fubftance as follows. 


Tiberius Claudius Cofar Augufius Germanicus, 
tribune and prince of the fenate, greeting. 


ce VV we are given to underftand An edi& of 
that the Jews of Alexandria have Claudins in 

“ ever, from time to time, enjoy’d the fame B¥our of the 

“* freedoms and privileges from former kings ee sid 

andra, 

* of Egypt in common with the reft of the 

“¢ inhabitants, as appears-by feveral royal de~ 

* crees and inftruments of record at this day 

And like. 

* we that thofe rights and benefits have been 

** continu’d to them ever fince the annexing 


“¢ fo .tranfmitted, uncontroverted thorough 
“© Aquila’s days, and all the governors of 
‘© Alexandria, fucceffively, that have “been 
 fent thither; having liberty granted them 
“© alfo’by the fame Auguftus upon the-death’ 
‘© of their * Ethnarch, to fubfticute another 
“ in-his ftead; enjoying the frée~ exer. 


eile 
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& cife of their religion and difcipline without 
« any molettation or controul. 

« Now forafinuch as Caius Cefar, in a blaf- 
« phemous excefs of madnefs, hath rigoroufly 
«< pretled upon the Jews to worfhip him as a 
“ God, contrary to the good faith and) ne 
‘¢ nour of the imperial grant, and ina manifefe 
<< violence upon their confciences atid break- 
“ing into outrages againft the refufers, irri- 
“ tated a party of his own faction in Alex- 
“© andria againit the Jews, their fellow citizens - 
‘© This is now to declare all thofe proceedings 
“¢ of Caius null and yoid, and the faid privi- 
« Jeges of the Jews ‘to remain ftill in fall 
“© force and virtue ; requiring and command- 
“< ing, both the one and the other, by this our 
“© fovereign authority, to live, as far as poffible, 
‘Cin a right underitanding together, without 
‘\ troubling the publick peace.” Thefe are 
the contents of the ediét; and after this, in 
particular for Alexandria, there was another 


fent abroad by the fame prince, in favour of 


the Jews all over the empire, in the tollow- 
lowing terms. 


Titerius Claulius Cefar Augufius Germanicts, 
Lizh-pricft, tribune of the pecple, and the fecond 
tinte couful ele, giveth to underfland, that, 


‘© Upos the requeft of the kings, Agrippa 
“ and Herod, our fingular good triends, for 
“© the fame liberty to tke Jews all over the 
“© empire, in their ways and worfhip, that we 
“‘ have already granted them in Alexandria, 
“© we do heartily comply with them in their 
“* defire, not only for the fake of the advo- 
“© cates, bur our of a refpect alfo to the me- 
“ rits of the people, in acknowledgment of the 
“ friendfhip and gcod offices they have ever 
“ render’d to the ttateof Rome. Wherefore 
* we judge it reafonable to have them ad- 
* mitted to 2 fhare of the common rights and 
*- benefits of all our cities, as well Greek, 
‘ as other, and to enjoy them in as ample a 
*< manner as they did in the reign of Auguftus 
“ of blefied memory : And we do likewife 
** ordain for the future, that wherever they 
“* fhall happen to be difpers’d within the do- 
‘© minion of our empire, they Thall be allow’d 
“to govern themfelves by thcir own laws, 
* without any lert or interruption, provided 
*- tharthey make a modett ufe of this our grace 
‘* and favour, and do not ufe any opprobrious 
“ language, nor offer any indignities to the 
oe prcteliors of cther religions, fo long as they 
** themfelves are allow’d to enjoy the liberty 
* of their own. 

“ Turs is what we have thought fit to de- 
* clare: And it is our willand command that 
‘* this our proclamation may be duly notified in 
** all our cities. plantations, towns corporate, 
“ and all other parts refpectively of our do- 
“* minions, as well within Italy as without, 
‘* and copies thereof tranf{mitted to all kings, 
*¢ princes, and governors under our eae 
“ tion, and to ftand pofted up and expos’d 
“¢ for the fpace of thirty days to the view of 
“¢ all people.” 
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CHAP. V. 


Agrippa fent away to bis government. He dedi- 
cates his golden chain to god. Theophilus dee 






Book XIX. 


pofed from the high-pricfthood, aud Simon pre 
jerr’d. Silas general of the army. A fratue 
dedicated to Cefar in the Fews S ALOR. 
Agrippa complains of it to Petronius. 


Ce Cefar gave to underftand by 

thefe two ediéts, how affeGtionate an c~ 

fteem he had for the Jews: And the next Rie 2s 
thing he did, was to order king Agrippa away noe 
to hisgovernment ; crowning him fill with government, 
more and more honours, over and above feve~ 

ral letters of fpecial recommendation to all 

the governors and intendants of the provinces 

where he was to pafs. He madea quick and 

2 happy difpatch of his bufinefs ; and fo foon 

as ever that was over, haften’d away to Jerufa- 

lem, where he acquitted himfelf of all his holy 

vows, and offer’d facrifices according to the 
punétual formalities of the law 3 caufing 

great numbers of the Nazarencs to cut thcir 

hair. Tiberius having formerly manacled A- 

§tppa wich iron chains, Caius gave him a gold- 

en cHaininexchange, juit of the fame weight 

with the iron one. This chain Agrippa dedi- 

cated to God, and caufed it to be hung up in 

the veftry over the box of the holy treaiure, fay 
as @ monumental memorial of the power and ie ee 
goodnefs of providence, in relieving men when chain co Co! 
they are at the loweft; and for an inftruétion 
to mankind, that the fame God that cafts us 

down, is able to raifeus again. ‘This confecra- 

ted chain reprefented at the fame View, 2 prince 

made the {port of fortune, and a prifoner in 

irons : And then in the turn of a hand again, 

his fetters knock’d off, and a greater prince 

than ever he was. Now this is but accordin 

to the nature, and to fhew the viciflitude of hu- 

man affairs, for things to fall when they are at 

the higheft, and to rife again when they are at 

the bottom, 

So foon as Agrippa had paid his duty to God : 
he depofed ‘Theophilus the Son ot Ananus a foe : ee 
from the Pontificate, and fubftituted Simon the Sie pan 
fon of Bocthus, whofe firname was Canthara in cate, and Se 
his ftead. This Simon had two brothers that ™" pre- 
had been high-priefts too, and Boethus the fa **'% 
ther, whofe daughter king Herod marry’d, as 
we have faid already. This happened to be 
the cafe of the three fons of Simon the hich- - 
prieft, the fon of onias inthe time of the 
Macedonian government, of which we have 
{poken formerly. 

THe office of the Pontificate being fettled, 
the king made it his firtt bufinefs to pay his re- 

{peéts and acknowledgments to the people of Je- 

rufalem for the honour and good-will thatthcy 

had fhew’d him, by remitting the tax upon 

houfes that they had formerly paid: A point 

of generous emulation not to be out-done in Silas general 
courtefy. He made Silas gencral of his ar- of the army- 
my, in remembrance of the many difficulties 

and hazards they had run together. 

A while after this, there was a gang of rafh A ftatue de- | 
heady young fellows of Doris gor together, dicated to 
who under a colour of religion, dedicated a C2" . 
ftatue to Cefar inthe Jews Synagogue, which aoe by 
tranfported Agrippa to the higheit degree, as fome hot-’ 
the ready way to make their religion defpica— headed fel- 
ble, and to bring all to ruin. Wherefore A- ieee 
gtippa, without any delay, went and complain’d eorplait of 
to Petronius the governor of Syria, of this itro Petro- 
horrible outrage ; who declar’d himfelf with nivs- 
as much indignation as the other, and wrote a 
fharp letter to the innovators, as follows: 

CHAP. 


Chap. VI. 


Petronius rebukes the offenders. 


Perronius 
srives the of- 
genders a 
fharp rebuke. 
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CHAP. VI. 


Simon ventoveds 
qwith an intent to veffore Fonathan, who de- 
clines it, and recommends his brother Matthias. 
Petronius difmiffed, and Marcus fucceeds him. 


Publius Petronius, governor of Syria, by the 
Appointment of Tiberius Claudius Cofar Au- 
gufius Germanicus, to the magifirates of Do- 
ris, greeting. 


HEREAS I have received certain in- 
formation, that notwithftanding a full 
liberty granted tothe Jews by an edict of 
Claudius Cefar Auguftus Germanicus, to 
live according to the rules and prefcriptions 
of their own laws, fome of your people 
have been fo audacious, asin contempt of the 
{aid imperial edict, to prophane their Syna- 
goguc, by fetting up Cefar’s ftatue there, to 
the {candal and affront of their religion, be- 
ing not only an ufurpation upon the frec- 
dom Cefar hath permitted them, and a vio- 
lence upon their confciences, but an indigni- 
ty alfo to the divinity of Cefar himfelf; for 
his image fhould have been rather fet up in 
his own temple, than in another, efpecially 
in the Synagogue, fince the emperor himfelf 
hath found it meet and juft to leave every 
man matter within himfelf I fhall fay no- 
thing of my own orders in this affair, after 
fach an affront put upon the authority of my 
mafter, who has not only indulged the 
Jews in the matter of their religion, but 
ranted them all the privileges of freemen 
likewife,. in the cities where they inhabic, 
in common with the Grecks. Now fincefo 
it is, that this outrage hath moft certainly 
been committed, and the majefty of Cefar 
infolently defpis’d ; and that you yourfelves 
difown any hand in the thing, and fo turn it 
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Kine A grippa, 


after this, removed Simon 


Canthara from the high-pricfthood, with an 
intent to reftore it to Jonathan the fon of A- 
nanus, as a perfon better deferving fuch a digs than. 

nity: But he declined the acceptance of it, Jonathan de- 
with an acknowledgment of the honour the clines it; 
king defign’d him: And withal told him, that 


ce 
« 
cc 
< 


ce 


fince God had not found him worthy of 
holding it, he fhouid content himfelf 


‘ with the bleffing of having once worn 


that facred habit; for he could better 
jaftify his entrance into that holy order at 
firft, than he could now the taking of it up 
again: But, Sir, (fays he) if you infitt fo 
much ‘upon the worthinefs of the perfon, 
pray give me leave to recommend a brother 
of mine to your majefty ; a man untainted 
with the vanities of the world ; innocent 
and inoffenfive before God and man, and 
confequently better qualified for the tunc- 
tion.” ‘The king was fo delighted with the 


man’s candor and modefty, that he laid the 
thought of Jonathan afide, and according to 
his advice, transferr’d the pontificate to his 


brother Matthias. 


It was not long after this, 


that Petronius was difmifs’d from his govern- 
ment of Syria; and Marcus fucceeded him. 








CHAP. VII. 


Silas fets up for a fare in the government, €3c. 


Agrippa fortifies Ferufalen, and Claudius puts 
a fop to the work, &3¢. The magnificence of bis 
bounties at Berytus, €8c. Agrippa compliments 
Marfus, which makes him jealous of the meet 
ing, €3c. Games and [pectacles at Cefaren, to 
the honour of Cefar. Fulfome blafphemies. An 
owl perches over his head, aud he falls imme= 
diately into gripes and torments, 3c. At the end 
of five days be dies. His reventte and children,€3c. 
Claudius propofes the fon to fucceed the father 3 
but his favourites divert him fromit. He gives 
the connnand to Cufpius Fadus. 
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Simon re- 
mov’d, with 
an intent to 
reftore fona~ 


and recom. 
mends iis 
brother Muat+ 
thias,. 


Petronius 
difmifi’d,and 
Marcus tuc~ 
ceeds him, 


off tothe licence of a riotous rabble ; this is 
to will and require you, that you fend by 
my officer Vitellius Proculus, fome of the 
guilty perfons, to anfwer before me for what 


ILAS, Agrippa’s general, valuing himfelf Silas fets up 


upon his fidelity tothe king, the perfonal for # Mare of 
the govern- 


S 


hazards he had run with him, and the labours 


a 
a 


“ they have done; or at leaft to tell him who 

“¢ they are ; for you yourfelves will be other~ and difficultieshe had undergone for hisfervice, ae 

«¢ wife fufpeéted for parties to the fact. In} reckoned upon it, that as they had been familiar 

“ the meantime, have a care of the publick | friends, and partners in the dangers of the 

“ peace, and of thofe feditious fpiricrs that | war, fo it was bur reafonable that they fhould 

“ would put all into a flame. But as for my ] go fhares in the dignity and prerogatives of 

“ dear mafter and myfelf, there is nothing we government : And thefe things coniider’d, he 

“¢ Jay fo much to heart, as to keep clear of gi- | accounted himfelf to ftand upon the fame level 

“ ying the Jews any occafion or pretext of be- | withthe king himfelf; and took liberties with His vanity 
He was ex- and fawcincfs. 


him to the degree of fawcinefs. 
tremely bold and troublefomein his common 
difcourfes; one while boafting’ of his own 
merits ; other whiles minding the king of 
the defpicable condition of his former fortunes 5 
and at every-turn making oftentation of the 
good offices he had done him; the defperate 
adventures he had engag’d in, and what pains 
he had taken for his fervice. ‘Thefe naufeous 
and continued repetitions were fo reproachful 
and wearifome, that the king began to be of- 
fended at this intemperate freedom ; fora man 
that has formerly been under misfortunes, does 
not loveto hear of them when he fs in a better 
condition; and it isa foolifhas well as a mean 
humour, to be perpetually hitting a maz in 
the teeth with an obligation. Silas went on 
fo far, that the king would bear it no longer ; 

bur 


a 


ing troublefome in their own defence. And 
now for your better fatisfaction what opinion 
the emperor himfelf hath of this matter, I 
fend you hereunto annexed a copy of his 
edict to the Alexandrians, which my deareft 
prince Agrippa fhew’d me (altho’ every 
body knew it already) asI was fitting upon 
the tribunal, pofitively requiring that all 
Cefar’s conceffions to_ the jews fhould be 
made good. Wherefore I do now charge 
and require it of you, for the future, to for- 
bear all manner of feditious controverfies, 
and leave them to worfhip their God quict- 
“ ly in their own way.”. Petronius, in fine, 
fo order’d this affair, that he fet all rightagain 
that had been done amifs, and made them 
cautious mot to do the fame thing again in 
time to come. 


erence 





but inthe heac ef a pation. he not only ftript 
hin of his commitition, but fent him away 
bound into his own country. When he came 
»up:alterwards to his right wits again, and to be- 
rd, forchink himfelf how fevere he had been upon a 
ve he Seet* perton that had done and. fuffer’d fo much for 
eaese’“him, the anniverfary of his birth-day now 
coming on, and all people difpoting themfelves 
for mirth and jollity, his heart began to fotten, 
and he fent for Silas to make one at the royal 
feitival. Now he being a man of ingenuity, and 
one that could not well diffemble his indigna- 
tion, where he thought he had reafon on his 
fide, bluntly anfwer’d the people that brought 
him the invitation. “ What is it, (fays he) the 
‘+ king means by doing the honour of recalling 
« me to court now ? I know well cnough he’ 

difgrace me again asfoon as his fit of good 
humour is over. He has alreadytaken away 
as much asin him lies, myreputation, as 
as well as my office ; and does he think af- 












ra 


my mouth, fo long as I have the confcience 
et an hone:t man tor myfupport ? No, no. 


the dangers I have encounter’d for his fafe- 
‘ ty and glory: And what’smy reward now 


n 


‘ dungeon and a chain? Thefe are not inju- 
“€ rics to flecp, either forgotten or unreveng’d, 
living or dead. Go, fays he, (raifing his 
Voice) and carry your king this anfwer.” 
Agrippa by this time tound his temper incura- 
bls, and forcmanded him to prifon. 

Te king turn’d his thoughts now to the care 


es 


ee 
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ter all chis,chat my tonguc is to be tied up; °° I i ; 
‘from {peaking honourable and neccflary; himfelf, but in a confufion bege’d his pardon, 
truths? Or that any thing fhall ever ftop; and the king granted it immediately, beyond 


| 


| 





Book XIX. 


ftriéter in the rules and formalitics of his reli- 
ligion, without the corruption of any pro-~ 
phanc or fupertftitious mixture ; and not a day 
pafs’d over his head without a facrifice. There 
was among others, one very particular inftance 
of a gencrous goodnefs in him, 

Acrirpa happened to be once at Cefarea ; 
and in his abfence, one Simon, a lawyer, re- 
fle€ted upon him in a publick aflembly, for a 
man of a loofe life, and one that in juitice 
deferv’d to be punifh’d for it, according tothe 
practice of the church in that cafe. The go- 
vernor fent the king word of this accufation, who 
immediately difpatch’d an order tor Simon to 
come to him, who went according} y, and the 
king at that time happened to be in the theatre. 
So Agrippa call’d him to him, and after a 
little paufe, in a gentle tone and language, he 
put this queftion to him. “ Friend, (fays he) 
‘if you know any thing by me that ypu 
do not like, I would have you declare it 
“¢ here.” The man had nothing to fay for 





all people’s expeétation, and not without fome 
inftance of his bounty too, over and above a 


‘ The world thall know from what diftrefles | reconciliation ; valuing himfelf more upon the An inftance 
‘ Thave redeemed him; the difficulties and ; exercife of clemency, than upcn the power of 


of Agrippa’s 

ono hi : Srofit 

taking his revenge, and accounting it a more S°P°FY., 
Bo & 


kingly quality to be merciful than impe- 


for allthefé labours and hazards, but a_ rious. 


Att places wherever he came, or had to do, 
had fometafte more or lefs of his magnificence 2.306 of his 
and bounty ; but Berytus above the reft. For bounties a 
there, at a moft prodigious expencc, he ereét- Berytus. 
ed a ftately theatre, and likewife an amphithe- 
atre, not inferior to it; feveral bagnio’s- and 
arched walks; {paring no coft for the beauti- 


The magnifi- 


a fer. Of the city, and fortified the walls of the new fying of every thing to the higheft pointe of 
“yt. town, as they callir, at a publick charge ; ma-| periection. The pomp of the dedication of 
king them much ftronger, thicker, and higher, thefe illuftrious works, was very extraordinary 


than they were beiare; and would in the end} upon many accounts; as the varicty of fhows 


have made Jerufalem abfolutely impregnable, 
it Marfus the governor of Syria had not given 
Claudius Cefar a cautionary notice of it, for 
fear there might be fome farther detign. 
pots Whereupon Claudius wrote immediately to 


Ciara Ss 
sto ta tht Agrippa, to go no farther in it, and this puta 


Stop tuthe work. 

Turs king was naturally fo generous and 
obliging, that he made himfelf famous by his 
magnificent bounties, taking no greater de- 
light in any thing than in honourable occafions 
to fhew the munificence of a large foul. 
‘There wus agreat difference betwixt him _and 
Hered, his predeceflor ; the latter being falfe, 
harfh natur’d, and implacably crucl, over and 
above that he was notorioufly partial to the 
Grecks, in preference to the Jews: Witnefs 
his vait profufion of treafurc upon forcign 
works, both in ftru¢ture and ornament ; as 
bathing-houfes, theatres, temples, gallerics, 
places of parade, and the like; whereas he 
was never known to put himfelf to any mc- 
morable expence in any publick works whatfo- 
ever, to the honour of the Jews. But Agrippa, 
onthe other fide, wasa perfon, humanand gentle 
to the higheft degree ; a common fricnd and pa- 
tron to all ftrangers, and in truth to all man- 
kind; bue bountiful, good-natur’d, and compaf- 
fionate, to thofe of his own country and pro- 
feffion in the firft place, cfpecially when in 
diftrefa. Wherefore he made choice of Jc- 
rufalem for his conftant refidence ; no man 


exhibired in the theatre ; all forts of mufick, 
and diverfities of other entertainments and_ 
pleafures. In the amphitheatre were cxpos’d 
{cveral combats of gladiators, man to man; 
and aiter that, whole troops of condemn’d 
malcfactors, to the number of feven hundred. 
of a fide; being only an cxecution of juftice in 
the form of a battle, and improving’ the pu- 
nifhment of the criminals to the pleafure ‘of 
the fpeétators ; for they were all deftroy’d to’ 
the laft man. ’ 
Acrippa, after this, pafs’d from Berytus to 
Tyberias, a city of Galilee, where he was oy paffes Z 
: . on rom Berytus 
complimented by fevcral kings. There was ¢6 ‘Tiberias: 
Antiochus, the king of Comagena 5 Sampfige- Where he 
ran, the king of the Emefencs.; Cotys, ‘king receives the 


of the Jefler Armenia; Polemon, 4 litrle oe or 
prince of Pontus: And befides all thefe, Herod, Samfigeran, 


the brother of Agrippa, and the king of ‘Chale. &c. 

cis; who were all receiv’d with fo royal 9 

freedom of hofpitalicy, that it wasevery way 

anfwerable to the dignity both of the theatte | 

and of the guefts.; and much tothe honour of 

Agrippa, to--be found worthy‘of fo many roy- 

al vitits.§ While ‘they: were yet together, . 

Marfus. the. governor of Syria, came to vifit Agrippa 

him; and Aprippa, out of a reverence to the compliments 

fovereignty ‘of the empire, went gut of town Martis the, 

feven miles to receive him, which proved the governor o 

occafion (as it fell our) of a mifunderftand- °Y™ 

ing beewixe them ; for Marfus finding fo many Marfas is jew 

kings together, and fuch an agreement bee yoig of the 
LWIXC qnecting: 








Chap. VIL. 
twixt them, he did not know how it might 
ftand with the publick fatety to countenance 
fo powerful and fo dangerous a correfpon- 
dence, and therefore {ent meflages to them 
one by onc, to depart immediately 5 which 

_gave Agrippa fuch a difguit, that he hated 
him: for ever after. a ak Sg ove 
: Tuis: prince then took away the; pontifi- 

Agrippa cate from Matthias, and, ‘gave it. to Elioneus 

ce an the fon of. Citheus. .He was-now in, the third 

Matthias,and year of his reign over. all Judea, when he came: 

rives it to E-~ to Cefarca, formerly call’d.,the tower, of ‘Stra-, 

ioncus. tons where he celebrated a folemnity of 
fpettacles in- Gamcs and fhows to the honour of Cefar ; 
fined ac Which drew togethcr great numbers of the 

Cefirea to nobility and men of quality from all parts of 

the honour Of rhe province. Upon the fecond day of this 

on fettival, Agrippa went carly in the morning to 

the theatre in a robe wrought with filver, fo 
wonderfully rich and curious, that the beams 
of the rifing fun ftriking upon it, people’s eyes 
were dazzled with the refle€tion from his ha- 
bic. The fparkling of the light fecm’d to have 
fomething divine-in ic, that mov’d the {pecta- 
tors at the fame time with vencration and awe. 

Infomuch that a profticute crew of fawning 

parafites, cry’d him up as aGod: © Befeech- 

“ jing him,in form, to forgive them the fins of 

their ignorance, when they took him only 

for flefh and blood like another man; but 
they were now convine’d (they faid) of an 
excellency in his nature, thac was more than 
human.” This impious naufeons flattery 
pafs’d upon him without cither check orrepulfe ; 
but a while after as he was lifting up his eyes, 
of his vanity he faw an owl in the air over his head fitting 
av owl per> upon a rope, which he found foon after to be 
ches over his phe prefage of mifchief to him, as it had been 
heed... before of d luck., For he fell immedi- 

He falls im goo E 

mediately in- ately into a violent paffion of the heart,. with 

togripes and terrible gripes and torments of the guts: In 
torments, ., Which agony, direéting his fpeech to fome 
frerer- ana friends about him, | ““ Look ye, (fays he) your 
confi his ° God is now condemned to dic; and by this 
own frailty fatal necefliry, I am about to prove all my 

flatterers a company of profligate liars, and 
to convince the world by dying that Iam 
not immortal. But God’s will be done. 

In. the life chat I have Ied, I have had no 

reafon to complain of worldly misfortunes 

and adverlitics, for I have enjoy’d as 

“ pycat a fhare of temporal happinels as any 

“ prince under the heavens.” At thefe words 

his pains increafing upon him, he was prefently 

remov’d into the palace; and it was all over 
the town ina moment that the king was dan- 
gcroufly fick, and atthe very point of death. 

Upon this rumour, all the people, men, women, 

and ehidren cover’d themfelves with fack- 

clothja¢cording to, cuftom, joining in prayers 
and otttericsto ‘God+for Agrippa’s recovery. 

The king in the mean time, looking down from 

his apartment near the top of the palace, 

could not forbear weeping at the fight of the 
mourners that lay proftrate upon the pavement. 

"This extremity of pain held him from that time 

(orward without any manner of abatement, and 

at the end of five days it carricd him off, in 

the sqth year of his age, and the 7th of his 
rcign, He govern'd for the firtt four years of 
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* A Myriad confitting of ten thoufand, twelve hundre 
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his reign under the emperor Calus: ‘The three 
former of them under the tctrarchy of Philip; 
the fourth in that of Hered too; and the other. 
three under Ciaudius, who over and befide that | 
of Judea, gave him the command alfo of Sas; 
maria and Cefarea,,. His yearly revenue. waS-His Revenue 
computed at.twelve hundred-¥ Myriads. “And: 
this did not ferve. his.-rurn neither, ‘without, 
borrowing, for he was fo profufely, liberal, that, 
his income did not: an{wer jhis ¢xpence,, -“Ghel~. 
cias, the“ genéral of, his troopsyand Herod: the. 
prince, of Chalcis, fent, Arittoito kill'Silas their” 
common enemy, in. prifon, as py the. King’s or, 
der, ‘before the‘ certainty of his death* could 
be generally known. 

‘Tuzs was the end of king Agrippa, who,,. . 
left behind him a fon of his own name of fe- Ope 
venteen years of age, and three daughters. 


‘Berenice the eldeft, being married ar about fix- . i 


teen to Herod her father’s brother ; the other 
two virgins, Mariamne and Drufilla, the for-~ 
mer being ten years old, and the other fix, 
Mariamne the eldcr was contracted to Julius 
Archelaus the fon of Chelcias; the younger to 
Epiphanes the fon of Antiochus, king’ of Co- 
magena. 

So foon as the news of Aprippa’s death came Cefirea and 
to be publickly known, the people of Cefarca Sebafte un- 
and Sebaite were fo far trom doing right to the grateful to 
obligations he had Jaid upon them, that on the We,memory 
contrary, they befpattcr’d his name and memory eee 
with the lewdeft caluminics that could be in- * 
vented, And, to augment the fcandal, there 
happened to be a rabble of foldicrs there al og ndalous 
that time, who lugg’d away the ftarues of his ead uental 


‘three daughters out of the palace, and carried affronts. 


them in triumph into publick bawdy houfes, 
reviling them after their brutal barbarous way, 
in terms not be“repcated, feaiting and revelling 
in the ftrcetsadorn’d with flowers and garlands 
and thejrdheads perfum’d with ointments, offer- 
ing libations to Charon, and drinking thankfgi- 
ving cups for the death of their king, This was 
their entertainment, without ever fo much as 
thinking of the good offices thcy had fo lately | 
recciv’d from Agrippa, or of thofe of former . 
days from his grandfather Herod, the founder 
of thofe magnificent citics, and of the ports and 
temples belonging ‘to them, 

Acrippa, the fon of the deceafed, was at . 
this cime at Rome, and train’d up in the court 
of Claudius 3 who had no fooner heard of the 
death of the fathicr, and the inhuman indigni- 
tics that thofe ungrateful wretches of Cefarca 
and Sebafte had put upon his memory, but cx- 
prefling as great a forrow for the lofs of A- 
Brippas as an indignation for the ingratitude 
of the other, he took up a_refolucion within 
himfelf, immediately to fend away the fon to Claudius 
take pofféffion of the kingdom of his father ; propotts the 
which was but purfuiant to an oath he had ta- 0 ee 
ken, as wellas agreeable torhe very cquity and thoy; “but he 
reafon of the thing. But upon the diffuation is diverted 
of the favourite people hchad about him, he from it by fa- 
was cafily diverted from his purpofe, ‘They Your's 
cold him‘it was.not fafe to venture fo great 
a troft inthe hands of a raw young man; for 
it was fo nice acommiffion, that the beft head 
he had in the empire would find enough to do 


to manage it. 
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d Myriads muft amount to twelve millions, 
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He gives the 
command to 
Cufpius Fa- 
dus. 
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Upon this plaufible infinuation, Claudius 
chang’d his mind, and gave the whole com- 
mand to Cufpius Fadus, but with this provifi- 
onal deterenceto the memory of the deceas’d 
king, that he fhould not upon any terriis take 
Martfus into his government, in regard that he 
had been a profefs’d enemy to Agrippa. And 
he charged him yet more exprefly, to punifh 
the people of Cefarea and Sebatte very feverly, 
for the barbarous affronts they had put upon 
the honour of Agrippa and his daughters : 
commanding him alfo to fend away the five 
cohorts, and the reft of the troops that were in 


thofe two towns, to Pontus; and to derach 
a body of choice men out of the Roman le- 
gions in Syria; to fupply their places, But 
this laft order was not obierv’d ; tor Clandius 
was prevail’d wich, upon an humble applica- 
tion, to continue thofe troops ftill in Judea. 
This gave the rife tothe miferable calamities 
that the Jews fuffer’d afterward, and prov’d 
the very feminary of the following wars un- 
der the government of Fiorus: Infomuch that 
Vefpafian, tho’ conqueror, was fain to tran{- 
port then out of that country. 
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Claudius gives 
ladelphians. 


pricthood, and Fofeph put in his place. ~ 





cana FT ER. the death of Agrippa, (as 
Mactus's in the former book) the emperor 
commiffion, took away Marfus’s commiffion for 
and gives it Syria, and gave it to Caffius Lon- 
cee Wes sinus, out of refpeét to the me- 
one’s mory of his friend the late king, who in his 
life-time had written feveral letters . to Clau- 
dius, to remove this Marfus from his govern- 

ment. ; ip : 
The Jows Caspius Fapus, comingat thefame time to 


and Philadel- enter upon hiscommand in Judea, found the 
phiansquat- Jews beyond Jordan, and the Philadelphians 
me iharply contending about the bounds of a {mall 
village called Mias, whofe people were bold 
and warlike. The men beyond Jordan had 
taken up arms, it feems, upon their own heads, 


The three without any colour of authority from their 


ringleaders 


punifhed; fuperiors, and kill’d feveral of the Philadel- 
Annibas put phians. Fadus took this fedirious infolence 
e seca gs {o heinoufly, that-he caufed three of the chief 
Elearar ba. Tingeleaders, Annibas,Amaram, and Eleazra,to 
nif’d. be laid in chains; the firft to be put to death, 


and the other two banifh’d. “If:they thought 
“© (fays he) that thePhilade]phians had wrong’d 
« them, Why had not I the hearing the cauie? 
¢¢ But for them to ‘prefume to make war upon 
“ ic, and tobe their own judges and carvers, 
“ was an affront (he faid) utterly intolera- 
“© bic.” a 


‘and their bufinefs, petitioned Cefar on the be- 


‘ae commiffion ta Caffius Longinus. A quarrel betwixt the Fews and the Phi- 
Lhree of the ring-leaders punifbed. 
yobes to be depofited in Antonia,.as formerly, upon certain conditions. 
favour, and the oe is granted. Claudius to the 
é 


Tholomeus put to death. Cefar orders the holy 
Agrippa moves in their 
Senate. Canthara remou'd from the bigh- 


Soon after this the famous captain of the 

robbers, Tholomeus, that had made fuch ha- Hie 
: . the chief 
vock in Idumea and Arabia, was brought to robber putto 
him bound, and he {entenced him to death, death. 
doing all that was’ to be done alfo to clear 
the country of thatfort of vermin. He fenrc 
after this to the priefts and rulers of Jerufa- 
lem, and fhew’d them Cefar’s mandate, re~ Cefar orders 
quiring the facred robe, and the facerdota] the facred 
ftole, (veftments peculiarly bclonging to seoaina As 
the high-prieft) to’ be depofited in the caftle Antonia, as 
of Antonia,:and there to remain in the cuftody formerly. 
of the Romans as they had been in former 
times. They durft not difpute the order, and 
{6 chofe rather to make a refpeétful applicati- 
on to Fadus and Longinus, (who alfo was come 
to Jerufalem with troops, fearing left Fadus's 
demands fhould excite the. Jews to an infur- 
rection) -only for Ieaveto move Claudius upon They get 
that point, and fo to refpite the proceeding leave of Fa- 
till they might receive the emperor’s anfwer, *s 404 Lon- 
This requeft was granted them, upon condi- Petar me 
tion of delivering up their children for ho- upon giving 
ftages, in the mean time ; which they readily up their their 
agreed to, and fo their deputies fet forward pe ae 
for Rome. Agrippa being at that time at Aeros ; 
Rome, and in Cefar’s Court, (as we faid before) moves in 
having feafonable notice both of their arrival, their favour; 
1 and the re- 

halt’ oe is grant~ 
= eck. 


Tholomeus 
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half of the Jews, that the holy itole might 
remain in their own keeping ; and that he 
would vouchfate to fignify his pleafure to 
Fadus, bv an order to that purpoic. Claudius, 
upen this, had the commilfioners call’d, and 
telling them that he had granted what they 
came for, bad them thank Agrippa for the 
grace he had thew’d them ; to which anfwer 
he added the following Icttcr. 


Claudius Cefar Germanicus, tribune of the people, 
the fifth time conful eleS, the fourth time 
emperor, and the father of bis country the 
tenth time; to the Senate, the people of feru- 
falem, and tke whole nation of the Jews, 
Erecting. F 


“ WHEREAs we are given tounderftand by 
our dearly beloved Agrippa, whom we have 
train’d up, and tender as our own child, that 
you have fent us:your deputies, (which de- 
putics he hath alfo‘preiented to us) with 
acknowledgments of our conitant cares 
tor the good of your people, and likewife 
with your carneft defire of having che pon- 
tifical robes and ornaments in your own 
‘ cuttody; we do freely grant you your re= 
‘ quett, in fuch manner as was formerly al- 
S low’d you inthe days of that excellent 
perfon Vicellius, our yery dear friend. And 
be ic further known unto you, that we have 
defeended to thefe conceflions, partly out of 
a motion of piety, it-feeming unto us a 
reafonable thing for allmen freely to enjoy 
the religion of their country ; and partly to 
“ rarity king Herod and the young Ariftobat 
lus, whofe friendfhip we have a great value 
‘ for, upon the certain:-knowledge: ‘of the 
friendthip they both have for us... 0 3 

“We, have written to.our-lieurenant.Cuf- 
pius Fadus about this «matter, by.Cornclius, 
¢ the fon of Ceron; Tryphon, the fon of 
Theudion ; Dorotheus, the fon of Natha- 
nicl; and John, the fon of John. -Dated 
the 4th * of the Calends of. July ; Rufus, 
and Pompcius Sylvarius, confuls, 
Herop the prince of Chalcis, and the 
brother of Agrippa the deceas’d, begg’d of 
Claudius the charge of the temple, and 
the holy treafure, with the prisilege of 
chufing the high-priefts, which was all 
grantcd him, and the power continued - in 
the family till the cnd of the Jewifh war. 
This prince remov’d Canthara from the pon- 
tificate, and fecup Jofcph the fon of Canecus 
in his ttead. 


a 
a 


a 
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CHAP. I, 

Hilen the queen of Adiatenc, and her fon Izates 
embrace the Jewifh religion, 2c. Lheudas a 
falfe prophet pretends to work miracles. The 
people follav him, but Kadus foatters then, 
and cuts off Theudas’s head, 


UCHL about this time, Helen the queen 

of Adiabene, and + Izates her fon, 
came over to the religion of the Jews, by this 
occafion. Monobazus, otherwife called Ba- 
zcus, the king of Adiabenc, {cll in love with 
his fifter Helen, marry’d her, and got her 
with child. It happen’d onc night, as he was 


* That is, on the 28th of June. + Ezates in Tacitus. 






















Boox XX, 


in bed with his wife, and half aflecp, his 
hand refting upon her belly, he fancy’d he 
heard a voice that bad him “ Take away 
“ his hand for fear of hurting the child; for A voice 
providence had begun a work with a-grcat heard as they 
bletling that would be crown’d with great- oe bed 
E ‘ ler, 
er yet inthe end.” ‘The voice ftartled him, ° 
and when he was thoroughly awake, he told 
his wife the ftory. When this conception came 
to light, it proved to be a male, and the fa- 
ther gave-ic the name of Izates. Now he had Hehastwo > 
another fon before this, by the fame ,princefs, fons by Le- 
which he call’d after his own name, and: he 1", Mono. 
had feveral other fons likewife by other wives. Bante and 
But Izates, in fine, ingrofs’d the greateft fhare Toueria fe 
of his affections. vourite, 
_ Tue king’s partiality in this prefererce was 
fo notorious, that it put the reft of the bro- 
thers into an-ourragcous jealoufy and envy, to 
fec themfelves appear fo ‘mean and defpicable. 
The king-took-notice of their! himour, ‘but 
was yet willing to perfuiade himfelf, char the 
difguit might be only an innocent emulation 
at the botrom, which-of the: brothers -fhould- 
be the favourite, withoutany dcliberate malice 
inthe cafe: but finding however thar things 
grew cvéry day worfe than other, he chought 
it his béft cotrfe for furenefs fake, to provide 
for Izates fafery: and fo he difpatch’d him seneto king 
out of .hand, with a'moft particular recom- Abennerigis 
mendation, and magnificent prefenrs, to king at the cattle 
Abennerigus, at the fort of Spafinus; where °t SPainus. 
he was received with fo much tendernefs and 
efteem, that he gave him his own daughter 
Samachas in marriage, with a portion of land Izates mar- 
-by-way- of dower, that brought him an in- Ties Sama- 
come of a very confiderable value. Sa 
Monozazus, being now far gone in years, Monobazus 
and drawing near his end,-had a great“mind in years, 
to fee. his fon yet once again betore he dy’d. ends for 
So he-had him fent for, and then embracing "5 
him with infinite aftettion, he gave him the 
province of + Ceron ; a country famous foraro- 
‘matick plants, and particularly for the relicks. "2" 
of Noah’s Ark that efcap’d the deluge, atid’ on ae 
are there-expos’d to view. Izates took up Izates rakes 
his habitation in this place, during che life of up, his habi- 
his fathers’ Queen Helen, upon the very day ttion there 
of the king’s deceafe, call’d her ‘minilters; ae ores 
great. officers, and commanders all about?herd ‘he queen 
and {poke to them: after <this manner.: . 66: [ callsa coun- 
‘“¢ need not tell you, (fays fhe) that the “lave “': 
“ king my husband dcligned Izates: for: his 
‘* fucceiior,-as the perfon of all his childreéii; 
“ that’ he judg’d beft qualify’d for ‘the ios 
“ nour. . But however,.(fays the) I thall:-be 
* glad to have your ‘advice along with nit ; 
“* tor one: 'body’s opinion is not fufficient to 
“© make a prince happy, without the joint: con- 
“ fene and good will of:the people.” .She 
fpoke this by way of compliment, and only 
to try how the council ftood affected. he 
qucen making a paufe., after thefe words, the 
minifters, with a: profound. reverence, accord- 
ing to. the cuftom of the country,. declar’d 
themfelves. unanimonily {or the promoting of 
‘Izates to'thé crown; being fully datisfy’d that 
it was his father’s will it thould. be foy::as the 
erfon of his family whom :he:look’d iupcn to 
¢ heft fitted for that dignity...‘ The pcople, 
“* (they faid) were all:for him, and they them* 
 felves ready to acknowledge him for their 





which creates 
an envy in 
the other. 


He fettles 
the province 


Taates de- 
char'd fucs 
ceffor. 

The matter 
debated ans 
refolyed, Wyn 
on. 








4: Bochart reads Cardon in his Geogr. Sacr. |. 1. ¢, 3. 
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Chap. Ii. 
** fovereign: or in cafe of any danger from 
** his brothers or relations, to crofs him in his 
“€ pretenfion, they offer’d their fervice to re- 
** move all thofe obftacics out of the way, by 
* taking them off; and to cut him out a fafe 
“and an eafy paflage to the throne.” The 
queen gave them’ thanks for this expreffion of 
their zeal ; but could not agree, fhe faid,.to 
have any blood fpilt, till Izates fhould come 
himfelf to order the matter as he thought fit. 
When’the council found that the queen would 
not be prevail’d-upon to take away their lives, 
they prefs’d it, however, that in the,mean time, 
for. thé better fecurity of the new king, they 
perfori, that the' queen fhould beft approve of, 


The brother 


taken into = enrrufted with the adminiftration in his ab- 
cuftody. _ fence. ‘The queen found the propofal reafon- 
witration able, and pitch’d upon Monobazus, the elder 
cammitted, ,, brother, .for the viceroy, fet the crown upon 


to Monoba~ 
qus in Izates’s 


his héad, gave him his father’s‘ fignet-ring, 
with the royal robe,’ together with the {word 


ablence: of ‘ftate, * and “committed the: adminiftration, 

of affairs into his’ hatidg, rill his brother fhould 

Imtesap~  Come‘to take,it himfelf. Izates’ was not long 

peas, an a coming, after He heard of his father’s death ; 

Le and immediately upon his arrival, Monobazus 
hie tral volantarily deliver’d up his truft.-  ° * 

Wur1te Izates was at the fort of Spafinus ; 

a certain Jewifh merchant, by name Ananias, 

having cultivated an acquaintance with fome 

of the court ladics, inftruéted them in the 

knowledge of the true God, according to the 

rites and cuftoms of the Jews. Thefe women 

brought the merchant to the knowledge of 

Izates; who converted. him likewife to the 

Iatescon- fame perfuafion, and upon great importunities, 

verted by = Kept,him company in his journey to Adiabene, 

Ananias@_. whither ‘his. father fent to fee him before he 


an mer dy’d. It came to. pafs alfo at the fame time, 
Queen Helen that queen Helen herfelf was converted to our 
converted by profeffion by another Jew. Izates, at his re- 
another Jew. turn to Adiabene, was not a little troubled to 
io {ce his brothers, and others of his kindred, in 
fee his rela- Prifon there. He could not in conf{cience ci- 
ions prife- ther put chem to death or keep them in chains ; 
nersy and then he thought it might be dangerous on 


the other hand, to fet them at liberty, under 


Uefends  fuch a provocation to a revenge: fo that he 
them away fteer’d a middle courfc, and fent them away 
ier hellagee® for hoftages; part with thcir children to Rome, 
far, others to CO’ Claudius Cefar, and the others to Artaba- 
Artubanus. nus, the king of Parthia. ‘ 
Wuew Izates began’ to find how much his 

mother was delighted with the Jewifh way of 

worfhip and government, he reckon’d it now 

high time for himfelf to make profeffion of 

what he was; and accounting upon the whole 

Iuites res = matter, that he could not be a thorough Jew 


folvesto be without being circumcis’d, he refolv’d to per- 
creumeis'd. (6+ the work by initiating himfelf with that 
His mother Ceremony. His mother taking notice of it, 
and the mer- did what fhe could to divere him frony it, for 
chant againtt £car of the dangerous confequences that would 
oe follow upon it; ‘“ For, (fays fhe) your fub- 
“* jeéts will all fall off from their allegiance, 
“ ‘fo foon as they hear thcir king is gone over 
*‘ to another religion, for they will never en- 
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“* dure a Jew upon the throne.”? This diffua- 

fion of his mother put fome refpite to the 

execution of his purpofe: and in the mean 

time, the king advifed upon the point with 

Ananias, who told him that he was abfolutely Ananias de- 

of his mother’s opinion, and threaten’d to fants upon 

leave him, if he went on with that defign : the krure 

cc oe m : of the cafe. - 
For, (lays he) fo foon as ever this. fhall 

come to be known abroad, I myfelf hall 

“be the firft, and. the greateft fuflerer, as the 

_author of this change, and fall’ under the 

notion of ‘a publick enemy and a feducer. 





“ce 


‘SS ‘Befides_ that, religion being an ‘act of the 


“ heart, God may. be worfhipp’d 45 he‘ought 
to bé, .without ‘the ‘external cer¢mony o 
circunicifion, upon,condition of an abfolute 
.tefignation to the ‘precepts of Mofes, for 
‘that is the acceptable worfhip; the other 


ce 
ee 


being but a formal refpeét of the body, and 


“ God will difpenfe with: that pundtillio in a 
* Cafe!.of fo abfolute, a, neceffity, when the 
“ peace and fafery of your dominions will be 
“*-endanger’d by the obfervance of it.” This 
way .of reafoning wrought upon the king as 
thé othér‘wifh’d it might. 
. Bor:it fell out chac a while after, there pleazara 
came another Jew out of Galilec, Eleazar by yew of Gali- 
name.” -He was a learned man, and. well rcad lee, a great 
in -the Mofaical laws, and: a perfon defign’d, ota the 
it feems, for the. final determination of this j,0. 
queftion : for the -king’s feraples: were, not 
quite out of his head yer. This Eleazar was Eleazar 
introduced to Izates, whom he found poring brought te’ - 
upon the books of Mofes. “ Sir, (fays he) Tstes. ; 
s¢ you do not know all this while how great 
“an injury you do to. the law, and. confe- 
‘quently to God; for it is not enough to 
“ know his holy will, without obcying his. 
‘© commandments. How long'do you. intend He preaches ' 
to continue in a ftate of uncircumicifion ? if upon thene- 
“ you have not as yer met with the law that at 
requires it, pray read ic now, to the end 
“that you may know how great’a fin you 
* have to anfwer for in the omitting of it.” 
The king was fo thoroughly poficis’d with 
what he faid, that without any more delay, 
he retir’d into a withdrawing-room, and fent 
for a furgeon, who did the office immediately. 
The mother, and Ananias the director, werc 
call’d to take notice of what was donc, at the 
fight of which they were ftruck with the ut- 
moft confufion and aftonifhment ; “ For, (they 
** faid) the king’s government and perfon; 
“ the publick peace, and their own heads (as 
“ the advifers) were all at ftake, if the peo 
“ ple fhould but get the Icaft intimation of 
* it; for they-would never endure a prince 
bs of another religion.’? But God in his mer- 
cy provided better for them, by delivering 
not only Izates himfelf out of great perplext- 
tics, and in truth defperate cxtremities ; to 
fhew that piety and virtue fhall never pafs un- 
rewarded, and that God will never forfake 
thofe that caft themfelvcs wholly upon his 
providence and goodnefs. But we fhall have 
occafion to fpcak more of this hereafter. 

“Wuen the queen had ftay’d long enough 

to fee her fon fettled in a peaceable pofleffion 


The king 
convine'd, 
and immedi- 
ately circum- 
cis’d. 

The mother, 
and Ananias 
at their wits 
end about it. 


t 





* So I chute to render cay re cxebmayv. Suidas, who acknowledges ccappnped_in the plural number, interprets it 


by urate BapCapina that is, fwords fuch as pes aa 
AKC 


the words to be here ufed by way of eminence, 


Barbarians ufe; but the expreffion feeming to be emphnatical, and 


to fignify the fword of late. Such as is carry’d before 


our king and lord mayor, 23 an enfign of authority to denote the coercive power of inflicting vindictive juflice.up- 


on offenders. 
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of bis government, and to have the reputa~ 
tion both at home and abroad, of a prince 
highly ia favour both wich God and man, fhe 
had a mighty mind to make a vilit ro Jerufa- 
‘The fame of lem, for the fake of the famous temple there 
the temple of that fhe had heard fo much talk of, and to 
dere worthip God, and offer up facrificcs in it, ac- 
hee ee cording to the rules and ufage of the place. 
mind to tee Her fon was fo far from being againit it, that 
ix, andto he furnith’d her with a vait provilion of mo- 
worlkp ney, and all other neceffaries, and conducted 
her fome days journey upon her way. The 


there. 


The king 


fapplies her Quc¢en’s coming to Jerufalem was in a happy 


torherjour- hour for the citizens; for there was fo fevere 
wey ¥ 


a famine in the town, that the people perifh’d 
-. for want of bread. Their diftrefs was no 
~ feoner made known to this charitable queen, 
but fhe prefently fene away feveral ot her 
train; fome to one place, fome to another, to 
look about for relief: fo that in a fhort time 










Thequeen’s there were brought in great quantities of 
pict Wheat from Alexandria; dry’d figs from Cy- 
<aethy sore Brus, and the like; which fhe caufed imme- 
re diately to be diftributed to the poor, and got 
l: hericl! immortal honour by fo doing. Her 
wetiams tur fon Tzates alfo, upon intelligence of this ter- 
tac roach 


rible dearth, fent prodigious charities in mo- 

ney, to the governors of Jerufalem for their 

poor. Bur the hiftory of the royal bounties 

to this city will be more proper for another 

place. . 

A confpirecey | ARTABANUS, the king of Parthia, had to 

5 Art. do with a powerful and a faétious nobility ; 

and finding the confpirators fo ftrong, and the 

plot fo far advane’d againft him, that he durit 

not truft himfelf any longer in his own _king- 

r _. dom, he refolv’d to apply himfelf to Izates, 

tle applies for advice and afhiftance, to proteét him in his 

himleirto I- oo . 1 tt bina 
zates for pro- ¢Xtremity, and if poffible to reftore 

tection and his crown again. So he drew together, of 

Faccour, his acquaintance and relations, a matter of a 

theufaind perfons, and met Izates upon the 

way: that is to fay, he judg’d it to be Izates, 

by the magnificence of his train and cquipage ; 

for he did not know him perfonally. Upon 

advancing near him, he firft faluted him aiter 

the menner of the country, with a reverence 

which they call adoration; and then made 

himitelf, and his condition known to him in 

words to this effect. ‘ Behold, (fays he ) 

‘© great prince, your humble fupplicant, and 

es not defpife an object of your gencrous 

compaffion. Jt hath been my fortune to 

be caft down from a throne of majefty, in- 

to a private and an obfcure ftate, which hath 

forced me to have recourfe now to your 

“ goodnefs for fuccour,; which I cannor de- 

“ {pair of from a prince that fo well under- 

ftands the viciffitudes of human affairs, and 

“ how foon my prefent cafe may come to be 

your own, as your prefent degree of cleva- 

“* rion was formerly mine: Befide the com- 

mon intereft of all princes in helping one 

another; for the fuccefs of one rebellion 

paffes for a precedent, and an cncourage- 

ment to more, when the people are embol- 

** den’d by fuccefs.”” Thefe words were ac- 

company’d with dejeéted looks and tears. 

Izates underftanding that his petitioner was 

no lefsthan Artabanus, immediately difmount- 

ed from his horfe, and bad him recolleét his 

{pirits, and comfort himfelf with this affur- 

ance, that the wound was not incurable ; and 

that providence would put a fpeedy end to 
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his prefent diftrefs. . 


ce 


** Prince, (fays he) you. 

may depend upon it, that you fhall find a 

more confiderable friend and ally than per~ 

haps you are aware of;. for I will either. 

fee you reftor’d to your crown,or I will give 

you my own.” Upon thefe words, Izates 

mounted Arrabanus upon his own horfe, and 

walk’d a-foot by his fide, in acknowledgment. 

of a dury heowed toa king greater than him- 

felf. But Artabanus was fo afham’d of the 

compliment, that he {wore by all the hopes 

he had of recovering his fortune and dig= 

nity, that he would difmount, unlefs the o~ 

ther would get up again, and, go before. him. 

Izates then, in compliance with his refolution, 

took horfe again, and conduéted him ‘into -his 

palace, with all the honour and deference that. And treats 

it was poffible for one prince to pay to another. him with all 

He gave him the precedence in all cafes, pri- Poflibleho- 
: ae : 2 eX nour and re- 

vate and publick, and at all collations and fpect. 

mectings ; with a regard ftill to his former 

greatnefs and glory, and without any .abate-. 

ment for his change of fortune: Confidering. 

that only as the common lot of mortals, and 

that what was onc man’s hap to day might be 

another man’sto morrow... 

His thoughts being now wholly taken up Ivates writes’ 
how to ferve Artabanus, he wrote a prefling Ss 
and an effe€tual letter to the Parthians, ro call tye £0 call 
their king home again: Offering to cngage home. ° 
himfelf upon his honour for their indemnity, 
and that -all paft injurics fhould be forgiven They have 
and forgotten. Their anfwer was rather an siven the 
excufe than a refufal, for they had given the eee 
crown to another, onc Cinnamus, they faid; : 
fo that it -was out of their power to reccive 
him: Befide that the very attempt of fuch a 
revocation would put all ina flame. Now | 
this fame Cinnamus, being a perfon of a very 
gencrous, juft, and honourable difpofition ; and 
having received his education under the care 
and dircétion of Artabamus, felt the pulfes of _, ; 
the nobility, and gave this anfwer, that lct neeee vig u 
Artabanus come back when he would, he him- back, and 
felf would be anfwerable for his fecurity and undertakes 
reception. Artabanus made no difficulty at for his fecu- 
all of venturing himfelf upon this aflurance, WY scree 
and forcturn’d. Cinnamus met him upon the turns. 
way; did his reverence in form; and faluting Cinnamus & 
him inthe ftile of KING, took the crown lutes him 
off {rom his own head, and placed it upon the te ae 
head of Artabanus. This was the manner of crown from 
his being reftor’dto his kingdom, by: the means his own head, 
of Izates, after he had been fore’d out of it and ee 
by a faction of hisnobles. Artabanus exprefs’d oe 
his gratitude to his benefactor, by a return of phe grati- 
all honourable dutics and refpeéts. He gave mde of Ar 
him the privilege of wearing fuch a Tiara, and bans. 
fuch a fort of bed, as only the kings of Par- 
thia had a peculiar right to ufe. He beftow’d 
upon him the country of Nifibis, formerly be- 
longing to the kings of Armenia; alarge and 
a fruittul territory, and famous, for the an- 
tient city of Antioch, afterwards called Myg- 
donia, that the Macedonians creéted there. 
Thefe were the acknowledgments that Izates 
reccived from Artabanus, in confideration of 
the good offices he had render’d him. 

Artananus dying fome fhort time after, Artabams 
left his fon Vardanes to fucceed him in his dies. ii 
kingdom, who went prefently to Izates to iy DD 
try if he could engage himin a war with him ak a 
againft the Romans: But Izates was too well war withthe 
acquainted with the ftrength and conduét of Romans; bit 
thofe he refutes 


< 
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fo powertul an enemy: Befide that having five 
fons train’d up among them, to learn their 
language, and difciplinc, and his mother a 
conftant woman at her devotions in the holy 
temple, he had fome fort of tie upon him, 
even of honour as well as difcretion, not to 


meddle. Now as he was utterly againft it him- 
felf, he did what he could alfo ‘to take off Var- 


danes, by continually urging to him the pro- 
digious ftrength, courage, and exploits of the 
Romans, in hope.to deter him from his pur- 
pofe by fuch':ftories: But fo far was the -Par- 
thian ‘from being difcourag’d by big words, 
thaton thecontrary, he made war immediate- 
ly upon Izates, But as providence was pleas’d 
to order the:matter, for the humbling of his 
vanity,. it had been much better for him.to 
have let that enterprize -alone., For when the 
__. Parthians: came to find Vardanes fo refolote 
upon'a war with the Romans, they took their 
opportunity to:cut him off, and committed the 
government to his brother Gotarza, whoa little 


Vardanes 
makes war 
upon Izates. 


Vardanes, cut 
off, and the’ 
government” 
transfr’d to 


his brother t49,- and his brother. Vologefus fucceeded 
oe ea him, who divided the government betwixt his 
offtoo, and two brothers by the father’s fide: Pacorus the 
his brother elder had Media, and Tiridates the younger 
Vologetus) had Armeénia.. Monobazus, the brother of the 
oe king, together with the. reft: of the kindred, 


ment divided ‘taking notice of the exemplary piety of Izates, 
betwixt Pa~ with arefpeét to God and his worfhip, and the 


ees ne bleflings that attended it; and. of the reputa- 
iridates. - eee} aeageanie eae 
The cxem- tion he had gain’d in the world upon the ac 


plary piety of Count both of a virtuous life,and of being a man 
nates creates happy to all other purpofes, they began tobe- 
aveneration think themfelves of quitting the religion of 
forhis reli-  phejy country too, after his cxample,.and ‘of 
ot betaking themfelves to the obfervance of the 
ewifh manners and cuftoms. ‘The great.men 

of the kingdom fufpeéting his defign, refent- 

ed it highly, but however fmother’d their re- 

fentment to wait for an opportunity: of taking 

their revenge. So they wrote-to Abias, the 

king of Arabia, and tempted him with large 

promifes of money to make war upon ‘their 

prince, with an aflurance, that upon the firft 
encounter they would leave the king in the 

‘plain field. “ He had abandon’d the religion 

“‘ of ‘his country, (they faid) and he fhould 

“© not carry it off unpunifh’d.” Upon -this, 

they’ ftruck a Jeaguc with the Arabian, and 

prefo’d him to fet about it immediately, with- 

Abias tempt-OUt delay. Abias did as they defir’d, .and 
forthwith march’d away with a confiderable 


ed by trea- : : 
“chery to army againft Izates. The main bodies were 
make war no fooner come within fight of one another, 


Npon Tuates- bur Tzates’s men, according. to their agreement, 


betook themfelvcs to their heels, as-in a kind. 
of panick confternation, and without ever 
ftriking a ftroke. By this time Izates found 
himfelf evidently betray’d; but made his re- 
treat however without any confufion or difor- 
der, into his camp; where, upon a ftriét en- 


Trates finds ( A ; 
quiry into the myttery of this defertion, he dif- 


our the con- 


sites, ae cover’d it manifeftly to be a treafon concerted 
cls of in betwixt his people and the enemy, deteéted 


fome of the confpirators, and punifh’d them 

accoreling to their deferts. On the day fol- 

Abi ‘lowin# he foughe Abias, and routed him, 
bis routed, o | ’ 

md hisarmy made a great flaughter of onc partof the army, 

Tae? pieces. and put the reft to flight, clofcly purfuing the 

cae king himfelf upto the caftle of Arfamus, which 


a vaft booty, return’d in triumph to Adia 


the Antiquities of the 


thofe people, to be drawn intoa league againft 












‘fhould but dare 
le} ftire. This meflage 
while after was taken off by treachery himfelf 
‘have been 4 mican 





he took by ftorm, rifled ic, and caine ‘off 
ene. 


JE W S. ASQ 


Abias preventcd his being taken alive by lay- Abias kills 
ing violent hands upon himfelf himfelf. 

Bur the great men of Adiabene, notwith- 
ftanding this difappointment, and that provi- 
dence had laid them at the king’s mercy, would 
hot yet defift from their defigns; bur in afap- Thegreae 
plicatory letter to Vologetus, the king of the 3 EO 
Parthians, begg’d of him to find fome way to Voloztina 
rid them of Izates, by taking them into his to deliver 
own protection, and appointing whom he them from 
thought fit of his own nationto rule over them ; fates. 
ae “the king (they faid) was an apoftate 
te trom the religion they were brought up in, 
* and all the people hated him for it’? ‘hie 
pat the Parthian upon picking a quarrel with 
Izates, though without any colourable pre- 
tence in the world. The firtt thing he did to- 
ward the execution of his purpofe, was a revo- Vologefis 
cation of all the honours and advantages which makes void 
his own father had confer’d upon him, together #1! grants to 
with the menace ofan immediate war, if he eee 
in any fort to difpute his plea- war. 
gave Izates a great deal 
of uncafinefs upon feveral accounts. It would 
a thing, he thought, to be 
frightedintoa iehienation, of the eevee he 
was fo duly poffefs’d of, and had fo well de- 
ferv’d: And then he knew very well again on 
the other hand, that even in ‘cafe of a com- 
Pliance, that fubmiffion would not avail any 
thing. So that fetting one thing againft ano- 
ther, he came in the end to this politive refo- 
lution, that he would commirall to providence ; 
and in a full dependance upon God’s affiftance Tvates re- 
he would caft life, honour and fortune upon folves up 

N pon 
the iffue of a battle, In this determination, 2 battle. 
he fecur’d his wives.and his children ina ftrong Both fides 
caftle; Jaid up great magazines and ftores of }¥Pare a 
corn, and other neceflaries in the beft forts he 
had; burnt and deftroy’d all the forage and hay 
round about him, and fo ftood firm, and ina 
pofture to receive the enemy. The Par- 
thian had drawn together a mighty army of The Parthi- 
horfe and foot fooner than people could Haye ansencamp | 
imagined, and pitch’d his tents upon the bank ar hes 
of a river that parts Adiabene from Media: diabies a 
Izates ‘encamping alfo not far from thence, Media ; and 
with a body of about fix thoufandhorfe. Voz Feates not far 
logefus gave him to underftand bya meffenger, Parthi- 
that he was now advancing againft him with an’s blafphe- 
the whole force of the empire from Baétria to mons de 
Euphrates, to call him to an account for hig fiance. 
ingratitude to his mafters,and that it was not in 
the power of thc God he trufted into fave him. 
Izates gave the meflenger this anfwer, That The modefty 
he did not pretend to vie numbers with him, of Izates. 
but that he was under the proteétion of a God 
that was not to be controul’d b any human 
power. With this return he difpatch’d away 
the herald, and _proftrating himfelf upon the 
ground, his iad cover’d with afhes, and him- 
iclf, his wives, and his children, fafting and 
praying, he call’d upon God, as follows. 
*¢ Blefiecd Lord, (fays he) whom never any Izates's 
“creature lov’d and ferv’d in vain, vouch- a and 
** fafe in mercy to look down upon thy fervane, Pumiliation. 
‘¢ that hath now wholly caft himfelf upon thy 
‘¢ Almighty power and infinite goodnefs, and 
“¢ deliver him out of the hands of hisenemies : 
‘¢ reprefs their prcfumptuous boldnefa, and 
*¢ not fo much for my Gees as for the’ vindi- 
“¢ cation of thy own honour, avenge thyfelf 
“ upon them for their blafphemous ontrages 
“ again thy Almighty powcr. ‘I'he prayers 
an 








che Parchians 
craw off 





“him, 
~ and did not long furvive her fon Izates after 


cys them 
y a trewp 
Aaleeg 





"Tiberias A- 





and humiliation of this good man were fo rc- 
markably heard and accepted, that upon intel_ 
ligenes, the very fame night, of the Dahe, and 
the Sace (people of Scythia) falling into Par- 
thia with a ftrong army, and ravaging the 
country now in the king’s abfence, Vologefus 
Was fin to draw off his army, and lcave his 
work undone, to encounter this diverfion ; 
which was a moft evident indication of a pro- 
vidence in Izates’s favour. 

Nor long after, this religious ptince died, 
having lived 55 years, and reign’d 24, lea- 


‘ving twenty-tour fons behind him, but yet ap- 


pointing his brother Monobazus tor his fuccef- 
for, as 2 juit acknowledgment of the honour 
and integrity of his behaviour, in delivering 
up the crown which upon the death of their 
{ther he was poffefled of in truft, during his 
artence. ‘The mother Helen could not but be 
infinicciy affliated for the lofs of fo dear and 
dutiful 4 fon 5 bue it was a great cafe to her 
heart vet, to find that the elder brother fuc- 
ezeded to the government. So that the next 
thing the did, was to find him out and go to 
She return’d upon this. to Adiabene, 


it. Monobazus fent the bones of his brother 
and his mother away to Jerufalem, to be de- 


_ pofited in the pyramids that he had built there, 


being three in number, and a matter of three 
+ furlongs from the place. The hiftory of 
Monobazus we fhall have elfewhere. 

Wuuire Fadus was governor ot Judea, a 
certain impoftor, whofe name was Theudas, 
fec up for a prophet,” and drew great multi- 
tudes after him, upon a pretence that if they 
would follow him to the river Jordan, and 
take their goods along with them, he would 
give the word, and the watcrs thould di- 
vide, and leave them a patiage to go over dry 
tcot. This impoftor had a world of tollow- 
ers, but their folly and madnets cottthem dear, 





‘. for Padus turning loofe fome troops ot horfe 


among them before they were aware, many of 
them were kill’d, disers taken alive, and a- 
mong the reft, Theudas, whole head they cut 
off, and carried tor a fpectacle in triumph _to 
Jerufalem. his happened when Cufpius Fa- 
dus had the adminiftration of Judea. 








CHA P. II. 
ins Alxaader fucceeds Cufpius Fadus. A 
great famine in Fudea. Fames aad Simon 
crucified. Cyrenits taxes Galilee. Fofeph re- 
snew'd from tee pontificate, aud Anaiias fet ae 
Cumaaus succeeds Tiberius Alexander. The 
death cof Herod the brother of Agrippa. He 
haves three fons, Arificiulus, Bernicianus, ana 
Hyreanus. Claudius gives the goverament to 


a : 


sigrippa the youazer. 





IBERIUS ALEXANDER  fucceeded 
Fadus, the fon cf that Alexander who 


~ executed the office of Alabarches at Alexan- 


dria, the richeft Citizen of his time, and a 
much better man for religion than his fon, 
who turned apoftate. The great famine in 
udea that we have fpoken of before, when 
the charitable queen Helen put herfelf to fo 


A famine in 


Jatea. 


* Three furlongs amount to three fourths of half an englifh mile. 
2 Alabarches, or rather Arabarches, 
Greek word, and fignifies a chief publican or tax-gatherer. 


+ See Turnebus’s Adverfaria, 1.27. ¢,. 25. 
writing if, 153 


FLAVIUS JOSEPHUS of 


-guage than betore. 


Boox XX, 





vat an expence for corn out of Egypt for their 

relief; happened in his time. And it was at 

the -famie time alfo, that Alexander caufed to 

be crucifiéd, James and Simon, the fons of Ju- James and sj. 

das ‘of Galilee, who,’ while'Cyrenius was mon cruciti- 

taxing Galilee, Jay tampering of the Jews in Geni 

toa defcétion from the Romans: "+ _~ sakes Gal 
Heron the: king of Chalcis depofed Jofeph Jofeph oe 

the fon of Camydas from the pontificate, aid mov'd from 

appointed Ananias the fon of Nebedus. to fuc- the pontifi- 

ceed him. Cumanus came after, Liberius A- Se 

lexander: And ‘at the fame withe:Herod the Gunna: Ee 

brother of Agrippa the great ‘départed this fucceeds ‘Ti 

life, in the cighth year of: the: raign of betius Alex. 

Claudius, leaving three fons-behind_him.; Ari- The death of 

ftobulus by a former wife, and Bernicianus Herod, “0 

and Hyrcanus by Berenice‘ his’ brother’s 

daughter ; but the government was given by He leaves 

Claudius Cefar to Agrippa the younger. ued fons 
_Umper the -adminiftration’.of Cumanus, Claudius 

: ease i Bives the 

there fell outa fedition at Jerufalem, that coit government 

a great many Jews their lives, uponthis 


occa~ to Agrippa 
fion, as follows. the younger, 





ree 
— UH Ac? SYS, : 
The feaft of the paffover brings up vaft multi tudes 
to Ferufalem 5-fo that Cumaius fet a guard 
upon the temple to. prevent tunults._ Ai brutab 
affront of a foldier upou the temple, imputed to 
Cumaats, €ec. A foldierin a rage tears the 
books of Mofesto pieces. The Jews goin mul- 
titudes to Cumaaus for juftice. The offenders 
bead is firuck off; to prevent more mifchief. 
TT H E Pafeal feaft, or the Jews feaft of 
unleaven bread, being mow at hand, 
brought up vaft multicudes of people to the 
folemnity. Cumanus thought it good difcre- 
tion, for fear of any difturbance, to fet a com- 
pany of foldiers fora guard upon the temple, 
fufficient to quict a tumult if any diforder 
fhould happen: Which was no_ more than 
what had been done by his predecetfors on 
the like occalion. Upon the 4th day fof the 4 gig 
~All ~ . : . < older €x- 
teftival, a foldier cxpofed himfclf to the peo pores hin- 
ple quite naked, which put them into an telf naked. 
outrageous exclamation againft the beaftly in- All people 
folence of the affront ; nor fo much upon them, ae - 
as upon God himfelf, to whofe honour this ont. 
feat was dedicated. And fome among them Some impute 
that were bolder than the reft, rail’d at Cue it to Cums 
manus, as it the foldier durit not have ven- Yi a4. 
tured to have done it of himfelf without his ate 


4 the icandal, 
encouragement. Cumanus was highly pro- and the peo 


Cumanus {ets 
a guard up- 
on the temple 


yok?d to have fo fcandalous a reproach catt ple fare the 


upon him; but however giving them gentle worfe for's, 


language, he defir’d them not to do any 

thing at fuch a time and place that might look 

like f{edition. Buthe quickly found that gen- 

tlenefs would do no good, for inftcad of be- 

ing quieter, they gave him more abufive lan- sy. army or 
Whercupon he command= ger’d into - 

edthe whole army into the caftle of Antonia, Caftle Anto- 

which we have as he faid before, overlooks nia. 

the temple. ‘The common people were fo ter- . age 

ribly frighted upon the advance of thefe fol- ae eres 

diers, that they fhifted away as faft as they ” 

could ; and preffing upon one another tho- 

rough feveral ftrait and narrow paflages, fo 


ee , 
which is the correcter way of 


many 


Chap. IV. the Antiquities of the Jews. AYT 


23090 fmo- many of them were thrown down, and trod ; of Samaria to Jeruafalem, upon the celebration 
thered whe Under foot by their own people, taking ic to of their feftivals, they happened to pafs onc 
ai be the purfuit of the enemy, that there were time by a village called Nais, under the ju~ 
‘ twenty thoufand perfons {mother’d and tram- rifdiction of Samaria, and fituated in the great 
pled_to death in the crowd; which turn’d | plain, where there fell out a quarrel betwixt 
the feftival into a day of mourning, and quit- | the paffengers and the villagers, and feverat Severs Gite 
ting their prayers and their facrifices, they of the Galileans were flain. Some of the [> fa 
gave themfclves up wholly to out-cries and chicf among them took this affront in fuch 
lamentations. And all this mifchief from the indignation, that they animated the Jews to The ters 
impudence of one bettial foldier. take up aems, and with {word in hand to af. animdred, 
‘This calamity was hardly over, but it was | fert their liberties. Slavery, they told them, to tike up 
immediately follow’d by another ; for fome of | was at beft {candalous and troublefome 5 bue 2H 
.. thofe that’ had efcaped being fqueezed to death | when that fervitude is accompanied with ar- 
A domeftick 7) the prefs, and got a matter of a hundred bitrary injuftice, it becomes altogether‘ into- 


oe "aud furlongs from the town, finding a certain do- lerable. The magiftratcs did what they could 
to make things eafy, and undertook {6 fai for 


firiptupon meftick of the. emperor’s travelling upon the 
the highway, high-way, whofe name was Stephen, they af- Cumanus, that he fhould give them fatisfaétion 
upon the authors of this tumult. But the 


faulted him, ftript him, and took away all he 
Pcople were deaf to all terms of pacilication. 


had. The report of this robbery coming to 
Cumanus re- Cumanus, he prefently fent away foldiers to Nothing but arms would ferve their turn, and Bey. sant 
they made choice of Eleazar, the fon of Di- SC" fo 


venged upon the place where it was committed, with or- 





a 







































i i i : their leader. | 
We er ders to rifle all the villages thereabouts, and neus, to head them. This Eleazarhad been for ? 
ieee to bring awayfome of the principal inhabitants | {everal years a mountainccr, and one that made 
ages, 


prifoners. In the heat of the pillage and ha~ 

Afoldicr = yock the was a foldier there had thta fortune 

Feats Oe to light upon the books of Mofes among other 

eos plunder. He brought theny out, and when 

’ he had ftorm’d and raged like a madman, a- 

gainft both the laws themfelves, and the whole 

nation of the Jews, he tore them all to pieces 

in the face of the people. ‘The ftory of this 

infolence and contempt was no fooner brought 

to the Jews, but they immediately gather’d 

f seo together in multitudes, and wenr with their 

ed ee lai Cc who was then at Cefa- 
to Cumanus complaint to Cumanus, S 

for juftice. rea, defiring him to do them right upon the 

rioter, not as in a private injury, but in the 

caufe of God himfelf. The governor durft not 

deny them juftice, for fear ofa popular revole ; 

The offen but upon advice with his friends, had the cri_ 

ders head = minal’s head ftruck off for the violation of the 


eee law, and fo put a ftop to the progrefs of ano- 


it his profeffion to live upon {poil, particularly 

ravaging up and down in Samaria with fire and 

f{word. Cumanus, being given to underftand Comenus 

the prefent pofture of affairs, drew out fome puts she 

fquadrons of horfe from Scbafte, and four mutincers 

companics of foot, with a body of the Sama~ t@ the rout. 

ritans in arms, and fo advanced upon the Jews, 

kill’d a great many of them, and took more 

prifoners. vs 
‘Terr condition was now fo hopelefs and The multi-} 

forlorn that the beft men among them, for fo- oe a uly 

bricty, fenfe, and quality, betook themfelyes Bae pacity 

to praycr and humiliation in fack-cloth and them, 

afhes, for the averting of thofe dreadful 

judgments that hung over their heads; not 

omitting at the fatne time fuch popular arts 

and arguments, as were mott likely to bring 

the multitude to better rcafon. As for cxam- 

ple: ‘They fet before them the defolation of 


chief. ther tumult, their country, the burning and demolithing 
of their temple, the carrying captive and cn 
————$——— flaving of their wives and chidren to profane 





nations; begging of them upon the whole 
matter, as ever they lov’d their country, their 
lives, liberties,. familics, laws, and religion, 
to betake themfelves to more moderata coun- 
cils for the future, and ‘peaceably to go back 
again to their own houfes, lay down theirarme, 
and be quict. This way of reafoning brought 
them fo far to their wits again, that the common 
people withdrew, and the tumult difloly’d : 
the rovers returning to their old quarters and 
trade again; from which time forward Judea 
became a neft of thieves. 

‘Tue -neads of Samaria went now in a body phe Samari- 
to * Numidius Quadratus, the governor of tans complain 
Syria, (being then at Tyre) with a complaing of the Jews 
againft the Jews for firing and rifling their Vile vie villants 
lages ; which they were not fo much troubled ™ . 
at, they faid, upon their own account, as for 
the encroachment upon the fovereign autho- 
rity of Rome, which had fingly and folely 
the cognifance of cafes of that quality: But 
thefe people, they faid, ran burning and ri- 


CHAP. V. 


A quarrel betwixt the Fews and the Sainaritans, 
3c. Lhe Samaritans complain of the Fews to 
Numidius Quadratus, &8e. Several Sameritans 
and Fews font to be try’d by Cefar, Sc. Cu- 
nanus banifoed, 8c. Claudius Felix fent go- 
vernor into Fudea, 3c. Felix in love with 
Drufilla, 3c. Agrippa and his wife buried 
under Vefuvitts, 8c: The death o Claudius 
Cofar 5 fifpetted to be poifoned, ee. Donti- 
tits, afterwards Nero, by Claudius’s adoption. 
By Meffalina Claudius had Britaunicus and 
Ofavia. He puts Meffalina his former wife 
to death for jealoufy. His daughter Antonia 
by Petronia narry’dto Nero. Agrippina bent 
upon advancing of ber fon, &2c. Nero _pro- 
claim’d enperor, ct. Lhe death of Azizus, 
king of the Emefenes, €2c. Nero gives the Lefs 
Armenia to Arifiobulus, and part of Galilee'to 
Agrippa, €8c. 


ot FTER this was over there atofe a fling up and down, and took Ypon themfelves 
eCWIxt £ . : ° ° . . 2 : 
Tews and Sa- diffention betwixt the Samaritans and to be their own judges, as if the Roman ma- They calls 


giftracy had been no more than a mere CY= juflice upon 


mari the Jews ; and upon this occafion: It being 
Nai i 4 i pher. This was their cafe, they faid, and mem. 


ais, ufual for the Galileans to travel by the way | 
Zi An hundred furlongs amounted to almoft twelve Englifh miles and three q uarters. ie , 
™ Salmafius fhews that it fhould be read Umidius Quadratus. See his Sree oa Elius Spartianus. 

: they 
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they came to their governor only fer juitice. 
WWoRen che Samaritans had exhibited their catc, 
and had fet forth their grievance. the Jews, on 
the other fide, turned the whole blame, both 
of the riot and of the combat, upon the 
plaintiffs; but laying the main ftrets of the 
charge upon Cumanus, who had becn brib’d, 


The Jews ce Z 5 t 
biare Ca- they faid, into a connivance at 2 mo noto- 
manus, rious and bloody outrage. Quadratus, upon 


this accufation and reply, adjourn’d the hear- 
ing, telling both partics, that he would go 
into Judea himtelt, and upon a perfect know- 
ledge of the whole truth, pafs Judgment ac- 
% fo that there was nothing more 
Quadratus went a lictle 

atter this into Samaria, and upon hearing the 
mari caufe, found the Samaritans guilty of the riot. 
uilty of He was informed likewile of a practice among 
ews to raife a commotion, and caufed 
feveral prifoners that Cumanus had_ taken into 
cuftody to be crucity’d. He went from thence 
to Lydda, a borough that might pafs’ for a 
confiderable city ; where he heard the Sama- 
ritans cafe once over again; and underftand- 
ing trom a certain Samaritan that one Dortus, 
with four more of his own 
ti death tor tribe, had encouraged the people to an in- 
furreétion, he caufed them all to be put to 
But as tor Ananias the high-prieft, 
Aranustent and Ananus the captain, he fent_ them bound 
to anfwer for themfelves before 
He fent alfo into Italy the chief of 
the Samaritans and the Jews, with Cumanus 
the governor, and Celer a tribune, in order 
to the decifion of all their controverfies be- 
After this, he went to Jc 


cordingly ; : 
Gone at this time. 








the 





Dertus and 
foarmore put an eminent Jew, 


fenton. 


Aranias and death: 





10 Rome, 
Cefar, 


fore the emperor. 
tufalem, fer fear of new broils there; but 
finding all things in peace and quict, and the 
Tews fo wholly intent upon celebrating their 
teat of the paffover, and facrifices, that they 
minded nothing elfe, he let them alone in the 
tree exercife of their profeffion, and went back 
to Antioch. 

Cumawsvus and the Samaritans, being now 
ecme to Rome, they were order’d to appear 
efor upon the day and place, fet for their trial, 
having made fo great an intereft beforehand 
with the freemen and tricnds of Cefar, that 
they would probably have carry’d the caufe, 
if it had not been tor Agrippa the younger, 
who was at that time at Rome. This Agrip- 
pa, finding the Jews in danger to be op- 
5 Agri: prefs’d by power, made application to Agrip- 
dnvin tacit pina, the wife of Claudius, with carneft im- 
i oge portunities to prefs her husband tor a fair and 

Impartial hearing, and for juftice upon the 
criminals, whocvcr they fhould be found to 
be. Claudius was fo far prevail’d upon by 
h this interceffion, that he heard both fides in 
Iie dante forms and finding upon the whole matter 
that the Samaritans began the tumult, judg- 
The Samarie ment pafs’d againit the plaintiffs ; fo that they 
tus con- were condemn’d to dic, Cumanus to be ba- 
connate nifh’d, and Celer the tribune, to be carry’d to 
Camanus ba- Jerufalem, and dragg’d to death through the 
math'd. itreets, inthe face of all the people. Clau- 
Celer drag- dius Felix, the brother of Pallas, was then 
ged to death then {ene governor into Judea. ' 


“O° he a . . . 
ee” nis prince, in the twelfth year of his 
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Clo.dius 
hours both 
te 


Claudius Fe- reign, beftow’d upon Agrippa the tetrarchy 


Vix fent into 


Judea. 




































ot Philip and Batanca, with Trachonitis and 
* Abila, which had been formerly the te- 
trarchy of Lyfanias: But he took away Chal- 
cis trom him, when it had becn four years un- 
der his government. This young man, after 
all thefe grants and bounties conferr’d upon 
him by Cefar, marry’d his fifter Drufilla to prupy, p- 

: ° a, As 
Azizus, king of the Emefenes, who was now grippa’s fit. 
become a profelyted Jew. She had been pro- ter, marries 
mis’d before to Epiphanes, the fon of Antio- Azizus,a ney 
chus, upon his promife to embrace the Jewith aan seed 
religion: But upon his refufal to come over,” " 
the match broke off. As for Mariamne, ano- Mariamne 
ther of the filters, he marry’d her to Arche- marries Ar. 
laus the fon of Chelcias, to whom fhe had Chelaus. 
been contraéted fome time before, by her fa~ 
ther Agrippa; and he had by this lady a 
daughter, call’d Berenice. ‘ 

Ir was not long after this that Drufilla and Drufilla na 
Azizus were parted, and it happen’d thus : 4zizus par. 
Drutilla was look’d upon to be the grcateft . 
beauty of her time. Felix the governor of Feliz in fove 
Judea thought her fo, and fell paffionately in with Drufilis, 
love with her: So he call’d Simon his parti- He makes $j. 
cular friend to him (a Jew of Cyprus, and mon the cor 
onc that had the reputation of a famous magi~ fident of his 
cian) and gave him in confidence the ftory of P*"°" 
his amour, with inftructions to try if he could 
get her off from her other husband to marry 
him, who would certainly make her the-hap- 
pieft creature under the heavens. Drufilla 
finding herfelf very uneafy under the reftlefs Drufill 
importunities of her fitter Berenice, unadvifed- both religion 
ly entertained the propofition, renouncing her 47¢ husband, 
religion as well as her husband, and married me as 
Felix, by whom fhe had a fon called Agrip- 
pa, who, in the days ot Titus Cefar, and in 
the prime of his youth, togethcr with his Agrippa and 
wife, were both bury’d under a ficry eruption his wife bu- 
from the mountain Vefuvius, which we fhall 1y4 under 
have occafion to fpeak of hercafter. oe 

As for Berenice, fhe livd a widow fome 
contiderable time after the death of Herod, 
es a ae husband and her uncle 5 

ut falling under a fcandalous report of an in- fe 
ccftuous familiarity with her bicthiek fhe be- ce 
thought herfelf of the moft decent way how to veft, marries 
wipe off thar flander, which was by getting Polemon, and 
Polemon the king of Cilicia to turn Jew, and mae 
take her tohis wife, which would pafs for a Jew 
confutation of the rumour. Polemon confent- 
ed, and for the fortune’s fake, marry’d the 
woman, But Berenice being a lady that did porent 

. ° : erenice and 

not loveto have her appctite reftrain’d, quick her husband 
ly parted with her husband; and heatthe fame part. 
time, with his religion. Mariamne grew as Mariamne 
weary of Archelaus too, and chang’d her bed- leaves Arche- 
fellow for Demetrius, the mofteminent Jew of Haus for De- 
Alexandria, as well for cxtraétion as eftate ; ™ 
and at that time - Alabarches of this place. 
By this husband fhe had Agrippinus 3 of whom 
ve fay nae duc time and place. 

_Cuaupius Cefar reigned thirteen years 

cight months, and twenty days, and then dy’d : Gide os 
not without a ftrong prefumption of being’ poi- far ; fufpett- 
fon’d by his wife. She was the daugheer of ¢4 to be pol- 
Germanicus the emperor’s brother. Fler firtt ©" 
husband was Domitius Enobarbus, one of the pomitius Ee 
greatet menin Rome, who deccafed and left nobarbus hee 
ner @ Widow; in which ftate fhe continued a firlt husband, 


a quits 








* Inthe Greck“Acsaaa, yet Abila feems to be the true reading. | Sce Rerkelins’s notes upon Steph. Byzant. p. 9. 
} ‘This word, as we've obferv'd above, p. 490. fignifies a chief publican or tux-gatherer, but is here, pur for 
chief governor of the Jows in Alexandria. Sce Surnebus’s Adverfuria, | xx. c. 25, A 


good. 


§ to death. 


Chap. ITI. 


good while, till Claudius marry’d her. She 
she had aforn had a fon by Domitius, that was called after 
py Domitius. his father’sname, which wasafterwardschang’d 
for Nero, upon Claudius adopting him into 
his family. ‘This emperor had a former wife, 
whofe name was Meflalina, by whom he_had 
children, * Britannicus and Oéavia. This 
Meflalina Claudius put to death out of jea- 
ro death for Joufy ; but for his daughter Antonia, whom he 
jlou'y- had by Petronia, a former wife, and the cldeft 
pis daughter child he had, he married her to Nero, which 
Antonia mar- was the name he gave to his adopted fon. 
yy'dtoNero. Agparpprma’s heart was fet upon the ad- 
vancing her own fon tothe empire, and there- 
sheconfults fore, it is faid, fhe confulted the deathof Clau- 
the deat oF dius, and the fecuring of the fucceflion to 
Se eethen Nero, both at the fame time, for fear Germa- 
ofNero at nicus fhould interpofe and fupplant him. 
ance, Shc had gotten currhus, Captain of the guards, 
the great officers, tribunes, friends and favou- 
rites, all in readinefs, as foon as ever the breath 
was out of Claudius’s body, to carry Nero to 
Nevo pro- the foldiersand proclaim him emperor. This 
chimed ett they did, and this being done, his firft exploit 
prof after his elevation, was the fecret poifoning of 
The newem- Britannicus, which was follow’d not long af- 
peror poifons |. with the barefac’d murder of his own 
Britannicus. , 2 i fe 
| Hemurders mother, in requital, both of the life fhe had 
} tis own mo- given him, andof the empire alfo that fhe had 
, ther. rocured him. He put his wife Oétavia to 


| Pus Odtavia Des: and divers perfons of the firft rank for 
; fenfeleis and ficti- 


integrity and honour, upon tent a 
tious pretences of plots againft his perfon. 
But we have had the hiftory of Nero over and 
over fo often already from other hands, that 
there needs no more be faid upon the fubject: 
Some indeed are as extravagant in the fal- 
fome extreme of panegyrick and flattery, as 
others in the contrary excefs of rage and pre- 
judice, and the truth loft betwixt them, which 
‘is an intemperance not to be endur’d in an 
hiftorian: But I do not fo much wonder at 
thefe falfitics in the cafe of Nero, when I 
confider that betwixt partiality and prepofief- 
fion, without any intcreft in the good or bad of 
the flory, hiftorians have as little regarded the 
matter of fact in the lives of his predeceflors. 
But for thofe who care not what they write, 
let them write what they think fit, fince that 
Jiberty pleafcs them, For my own part, my 
bufinefs isto relate nothing but what appears 
to be downright matter of fact, ftriétly ad- 
hering to the naked truth, and aiming at as 
much brevity and concifencfs as the fubjeét 
will allow, where any thing falls in by the 
by. But asto what concerns our Own nation, 
I fhall be very particular and plain, without 
cither fuppreffing our misfortuncs, or palliating 


our miftakes. + ace 
To return now to my text, Azizus, the 


Meffalina put 





The death of 


pane king of the Emifencs, dicd in the firft year of 
Wis brother Nero, and his brother facceeded him; and 


Meeeals Nero gave the Lefs Armenia to Ariftobulus, 


the fon of Herod king of Chalcis: He gave 
alfo to Agrippa a part of Galilee, fubjecting 
likewife Tiberias and Tarichee to his go- 
vernment, with an addition of Julias beyond 
Jordan, and of fourteen villages more under 


that jurifdiction. 


poe ee 
* Sec Ryckius notes upon Tacitus, p. 498. 
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CHAP. VI. 


Fudea iafefted with robbers and impoffors, €Pt= 
Dora of Ferufalem in great credit with Fona- 
_ Felix es Dee, to have pint 
wade away. Fouathan fiabb'd by ruffians, 3c. 
AA falfe prophet draws the oe ne oa 
AA difpute betwixt the Cefarean and the Syrian 
Gews, Ge. They fall toblows. Felix turns the 
foldiers upon them, Agrippa gives the high- 
priefthood to Vfmael. The bigh-priefts divide 
from the other pricfts. They walk witha guard; 
take away theirtythes, and flarve the reft. 
POLE elie Tt oe 
: y u orfe, and the land was tq with rob- 
uite over-ran with robbers, impoftors, and bers, impof- 
educers, who drew the people after them in tors, and fe- 
fhoals, though there hardly pafs’d a day, but (6 
Felix put to death fome or other of the gang; 
and Eleazar, the fon of Dineus, captain of a 
confiderable band among them, he got alive 
into his hands by downright breach of faith: ~- 
For Felix gave hima folemn invitation to come 7, 
over to him upon the parole of a man of ho- fe - ie 
nour, that he fthould be fafe and free to all Sha eis Be 
manner of purpofes; but asfoon as he had got leazar. 
him in his power, he fent him away prefenrly 
to Rome. Neither could Felix endure Jona- 
than the high-prieft, for he would be {till 
minding him of his maie-adminiftration, and 
that the people, by whofe intereft chiefly and. 
recommendation he came to the government, 
being difobliged and offended with his mif- 
conduét, would be fure to charge all publick . 
mifcarriages upon him. Felix took all good 
counfel of this kind for reproach, and there- 
fore contriv’d with himfelf how he might get 
quit of thefe ungrateful importunities; tor 
wicked men do not love to hear often of their 
faults. As he was thus bethinking himfelf, it 
came in his head that there, was onc Dora of Dora of Je 
Jerufalem, a man that was look’d upon to be quien mutha 
much in credit with Jonathan: So he tempted pen eae 
this Dota with the promife of a_confiderable Fein agrees 
fam of moncy, if he could get Jonathan dif- with Dora to 
patch’d out of the way; as there werc bravo’s aoe a 
enqugh to be had for iuch an exploit. Dora Beatie 
undertook the commiffion, and by this means 
the bufinefs was brought about. ‘There was a 
certain crew of ruffians, with privy daggersun- . 
der their coats, that went up to Jcrufalem un- . 
der pretence of devotion, Thelfe villains in- 
termixing themfelves in company with Jona- A hi 
’ ay > . : 
than’s train, took their opportunity, and ftabb rufians iy 
the high-pricft in the crowd, and fo came off difguite of 
without ever being call’d to an account for pilgrims. 
that facrilegious murder. This impunity prov’d ees 
fuch ah encouragement to other villanics of the Brouphtaiee 
like kind, that the fame pretence and difguife precedent. | 
was made ufc of afterward, upon fuch feftival 
occafions, for the cutting of throats, whether 
for money ot for private revenge, or upon what 
other conlidcration foever; and this not only 
up and down in feveral parts of the city, but 
in the very temple itfelf, as if the holinefs of 
the place were to be a protection to fo cxccrae 
ble animpicty. And now what wonder is it, 
after the practice and fuficrance of fuch abomi- 
nable prophanations and pollutions, for God 


a 


ene nnE 


in 








in this wrath to deliver up his city, and his 
own houfe into the hands of the Romans, to 
be purg’d withexpiatory flames; the whole 
nation of the Jews, with their wives and chil- 
dren to be condemn’d to mifery and bondage, 
to bring them to a right application of the 
providence, and fo to fanctity the affliction to 
them. ; 

Wuuite the thieves and murders were at 
work in one place, there were magicians and 
place, magi- impoftors as bufy in another, the multitude fol- 
Ciins and im- lowing them in droves into folitudes and defarts 
poftorsin a- to fee che figns and miracles they promifed 
rowers them; but they paid dear for their curiofity, 

for they were prefently taken up by the order 

* of Felix, and divers of them put to death. 
aOR Fre- There came at the fame time a certain perfon 
pe he pecs OUC Of Egypt to Jerufalem, fetting up for a 


gies the pee- Oey 
pis up fo prophet, and inviting the common people to 


Thieves and 
murderers at 
work in one 


mount OF tollow him up co the top of mount Olivet, 


ver, 


eres * five furlongs from the city; for when he 
‘ould. came thicher he would but fay the word, he 
«lls faid, and they fhould fec the walls of Jeru- 
-m falem fall fac to the ground, and make way 
for them to enter the city through the ruins. 
When Felix came to hear of this adventure, 
hhle: he made his foldiers ftand to their arms ; and 
Burthe pro- breaking in upon them with horfe and foot, 
phet ¢icapes. roured the rabble, kil’d four hundred upon 
the place, took two hundred of them alive ; 
but the Egyptian that led them cfcaped. 

Tue thieves were now tampering the 
people yet once again into a rebellion againft 
the Romans; notwithftanding their late de- 

eat. “ The yoke was intolerable, (they 
*€ faid) why did they not fhake it off ?”” And 
at this rate they went railing up and down from 
place to place, burning and pillaging all that 
would not join with them. 

Tuere fellout another unlucky diffention at 
the fametime too, betwixt the Ccefarcan Jews 
and the Syrians, upon the queftion of fome 
certain privileges. ‘Ihe Jews claimed aprecc- 
dency in the right of their king Herod as the 
firft founder of that city, which the Syrians 
did not deny ; but not of the tower of Strat- 
ton, they faid, which was originally the name 
ot the place, before ever any Jew had fet foot- 
ing there. When the report of this contro- 
‘ verfy came to the knowledge of the ncighbour- 
ndi- ing governors, they caufed the incendiarics on 
seth both fides to be taken up, and whipt, which 
oes cane) “P fora while put fome ftopto the tumult: But 
ae EP the town Jews, after all this, valuing them- 

felves upon their wealth, fell to vilifying and 
reproaching the Syrians with foul language, 

who returned it again upon the Jews, having 

fevcral foldicrs among them to fupply with 
confidence what they wanted in matter of 

cftate; fo that giving the Jews as good as 

: they brought, the brawl proceeded from 

‘They fll to Words to ftones, and from thence to blows, 
nrg till in the end feveral were kill’d and wound- 
¢d on both fides, but the Jews had the bettcr 

of it When Felix found that this contro- 
verfy was already advanced toa little kind of 
war, he prefs’d it with great inftance to the 
Jews that they would Ice fall the difpute; 
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Soldiers 
on but when he faw words would do no good, 
aidyive. | he fene armed troops among them, who killed 
bee a great many of them, took more prifoncrs, 
thy boory. 
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and gave the foldiers the rifling of feveral rich 
houlcs for their booty. "The modefter and the 
more honourable part of the Jews, for fear of 
worfe confequences, went to Felix, and begg’d 
of him to call off his foldiers before it went 
too far, and while they had time to bethink 
themfelves and repent. 

_ Kane Agrippa at the fame time gave the Agrippa 
high pricfthood to Ifmacl, the fon of Pha- fives the 
beus, and the high-pricfts themfelves began to io ee 
divide from the other priefts, and the gover- mael he fo 

9 the fon 
nors of Jerufalem; cvery man taking a guard of Phabeus. 
along with him of the boldeft, and the moft Phehigh | 
{editious fellows they could pick up; railing PUG" eed 

. ith a 
and throwing ftones at onc another, and no guard, take 
more care taken to kcep the peace than if the away the 
city had been entircly without magiftracy. tythes, 
Nay, fuch was the impudence of the high- ao ee 
pricits, that they fent their fervants up and prietts, : 
down into barns to take away the pricits tythes 3 
infomuch that the poorer fort of that holy or~ 
der perifhed for want of bread. Thus it was, 
and thusic mutt be, where the violerice of fac- 
tion gets the upper hand of juftice. 





CHAP. VII. 

The Cefarcan Jews complain to Cefar of Felix, 3c. 
Fudea over-run with vagabonds, bse. Agrip- 
pa builds a palace that overlooks the teiple. 
Lhe Fews are difgufted at it, and run a wall be- 
twixt then to hinder the view. Feftus orders 
the wall to be taken down. The Fews got lave 
to move Cefar about it: And fo they fent ten 
eminent citizens, with Ifmacl and Chelcias, 
as their commiffioners. The cnpref{s Poppea fets 
all right with Nero, and kecps Chelcias and If~ 
mael for hoftages. The pontificate transferv’d 


to Fofeph. 


ELIX, being now remov’d from his go- The Cefe- 
vernment, and Porcius Feftus fubftituted rean Jews 

by Nero in his place, fome of the principal complait.© 
Cefarcan Jews made ajourncy to Rome toge- fj, 
ther, to accufe Felix: And they would .un- Pallas obtain: | 
doubtedly have cruth’d him to death, for the edhisparder | 
violence and injuftice of his behaviour toward 
the Jews, if his brother Pallas, who was at 
that time in great favour with Nero, had not 
obtained his pardon. 

THERE Were two cmincnt Syrians of Ccfa- 
rca, who bya mighty fum of moncy, made fuch 
anintereft with Beryllus, tutor to Nero, and 
his Greck feerctary, that he got the empcror’s 
letter mandatory to Ccfarca for the disfran- 
chifing of the Jews, and abrogating all the 
privileges that they pretended to within that 
city; which privileges had been hitherto in 
common, both to Jewsand Syrians. This was 
granted him without any difficulty; and that 
grant was the root of all the calamities that 
afterward befel us; For the Cefarean Jews 
would never be quiet after this letter, till ic 
came to a dircét war. 

Wuewn Feftus came into Judea, he foundall Fetus finds 
in defolation and diftrefs, the country laid Judea over 


Beryllus gets 
a mandate for 
disfranchitng 
the Jews, 


wafte, the people forced from their habita- Tuo hae 
tions, their houfes cxpos’d to fire and pillage, WY live. 


and all at the mercy of a brutal rout of vaga= pooters. 
Se oe St 


* Five furlongs is half an English mile, fix paces and a furlong. 


bond 


Chap. VIL 


bond free-booters, that ravag’d up and down 
there in great numbers at pleafure. Thefe 
robbers by the Romans were called * Sicarii 
from Sica, or the fhort fword they wore; a 
weapon bending toward the point, and be- 
ewixt a Perlian fcymitar, and the Roman dag- 
ger. With thefe weapons they did terrible 
execution by thrufting themfelves into crouds 
upon great days when the city was throng’d 
under a colour of religion; and difpatching 
whom they pleas’d in that confufion, without 
any difficulty, or danger of difcovery. But 
other whiles again they fell barefac’d with fire 
and {word as into an enemy’s quarter, and 
carry’d all before them. 
anotedim- ‘Tere was in thofe days a famous feducer 
ator isvel- who drew after him great numbers of people, 
jes the ™I- whom he had deluded into an opinion, that 
tude in” if they did but follow him into fuch a wil- 
ae dernefs, no harm fhould ever befal them ; 
but Feftus, with a detachment of horfe and 





nes. 
Feftus de- 


froys both Foor, put a {top to the proceffion, and deftroy’d 
eieacr mafter and difciples all together. 


Agrippa Kine Agrippa caufed to be ereéted_ near 
buldsa mag- the porch of the royal palace at Jerufalem, 
nificent P?- belonging formerly to the Affamonean family, 
Hee a ftately magnificent fabrick. It ftood upon 
an eminence, with a noble profpeét into the 
city, and was fo contrived that the king out 
of his bed-chamber could fee every thing that 
pafs’d in the temple, which was a thing he 
took great delight in. But on the other fide, 
the Jews. the principal men among the Jews were as 
grumble atit. much offended at it. For according to our 
laws we do not allow of any ipeétators upon 
our holy rites and ceremonies, and more efpe- 
cially our facrifices : fo that, for prevention 
The Jews fake, they ran up a high wall before the feats 
ranup awall shar jnclofed the inward part of the temple 
berwixcthem. ward the weft; which did not only obftruct 
the view from the king’s bed-chamber, but the 
fight alfo of the galleries to the weftward on 
the other fide of the temple, where the Roman 
guards us’d to ftand upon high-days for the 
fecurity of the place. ‘The king took this ve- 


Feftus orders ry ill; and Feftus, worfe: infomuch that he 


thewall to order’d the wall to be taken down again. ‘The 
ra citizens made anfwer, that their lives were 
The Jews not fo dear to them as their temple ; and there- 
fend to Cefar fore they humbly defired time and leave to 
about it. q fend their deputies to Ccfar about it, before 
lea any thing fhould be put in execution. ‘This 
Ifnacl,and liberty being granted them, coh fent to the 
Chelcias, as emperor ten eminent citizens, with I{macl the 
their com-  high-prieft, and Chelcias the treafurer of the 
miffioners, 


temple, as their commiflioners. Nero did not 
only pafa over what they had donc, but effec 
tually qualify’d ic in permitting them to 
continue the ‘wall as it was. ‘This boon was 
The emprefs granted them upon the interceffion of the em- 
eee {ets Drefs Poppca, a pious woman, in favour of the 
ate ews. ‘The ten deputies were allow’d to 
Chelcias, and come back again, but Poppea detained Chel- 
Ifmael kept’ cias and Mmacl as hoftages. When Agrippa 
for hoftages. came to underftand what pafs’d, he tranter’d 
The pontifi- the pontificate to Jofeph, otherwife call’d Ca 
pts,ans- bis, the fon of Simon, formerly high-prictt. 


fer'd to Jo- 
feph. ——————— 
CHAP. VII 


Foftus dies, and Albinus fuccecds him. Agrippa 
difebarges Sofiph, aud puts Anants im bis 


st Nn Na ee 
* See Drafius de tribus feétis Judeorum, I. 2. c. 24. 
No. 17. 













Agrippa, at the fame time, degraded Jofep 
and elevated Ananus, the fon of Ananns, 

the pontificate in his ftead. This Ananus, the 
father, was look’d upon as one of the happieft 
men living: for he had five fons that came 
fucceffively to the pontificate after him, which 
no man alive could fay but himfclf The Ana- 
nus we are now {peaking of, was naturally of 
a fierce, and enterprizing difpofition, by feét 
a Sadducee, the moft cenforious and unchari- 
table fort of people upon the face of the earth, 
as we have faid elfewhere. 
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place, &¢. Ananus calls a council, and cites, 
Games the brother of Fefus, to appear before’ 
hit upon a charge of blafphemy, &ec. Albinus 
writes a threatning letter to Ananus. Agrippa 
puts him frow the pontificate, and gives it to 
Fefus the fon of Damneus, 8c. He takes the 
high-pricfthood from Fefus the fon of Dam- 
nets, and gives it to Fefus the for of Gama- 
Hiel, &3¢. Geffius Florus fucceeds Albinus. Pri= 
vileges allow’d to the figing men of the tribe 
of Levi, 6c. Lhe temple finifoed. “The Fews 
petition for leave to repair the porch, and A- 
grippa refufes it, 3c. The high-priefhood 
trausferd from Fefus the fon of Gamaliel, to 
Fefus the for of Theophilus. The war be- 
twixt the Romans and the Fews. The origio 
nal, and-number of the high-priefts, 2c. From 
Aaron to Phanafus, eighty three in number. 
The government at firft, Aviftocratical, next 
montrchical, and then, to the title of kings. 
The hiftory of the pontificate. 


ERO receiving the news of Feftus’s Feftus dies, 
death, gave his government to Albinus, and Albinus 


to 


This being his 
way and opinion, he took his opportunity in 


the interval betwixt the death of Fefius and 
the arrival of his fucceflor Albinus (who was 
as yet but upon the way) to call a council toe Ananus calls 
gether with the afliftance of the judges; an 
to cite James, the brother of Jefus which wa 
called Chrift, with fome others, to appear be- 


fore them, and anfwer to a charge of blafphe- 


my, and breach of the law ; whereupon, they 


were condemn’d, and deliver’d up to be fton- 
cd. This was fo offenfive and furprizing a 
way of proceeding to all the honcft and con- 
{cientious part of the city, that they prefent- 
ly fent the king private notice of it as a very 
ill thing done; with a requeft that Ananus 
might have a check for it, and a caution ne= 
‘yer to do any fuch thing again for the future. 
Others were fent with an account of it to Al- 
binus, who was then upon his journcy to A- 
lcxandria, reprefenting it as an nfurpation and 
encroachment upon his authority; for without 
his confent it ought not to have been done. 
Albinus took this fo heinoufly, that he wrote 
an angry menacing letter to the high-prictt 
upon it; and king Agrippa at the end of three 
months remov’d him from the high-pricfthood, 
and gave it to Jefus the fon of Damneus. 
ALBiInus was no fooncr come to Jerufalem, 
but he apply’d himfelf with all poffible care 
and diligence, to the quicting of the province, 
and began the work with fuppreffing and cnt- 
ting off the robbers. Ananias the high-pricft, 
at the fame rate, made himfelf fo popular by 
hig aflabiliry and bouncy, that he became eve 
ry day more and more the darling of the peo- 
ple iil plying Albinus the high-prieft with 


OK refpects 


h fucceeds. 

? Ananus put 
in Jofeph’s 
place. 


Ananus fierce 


bloody, anda 
fadducee. 


da counci), and 
g cites James 
the brother 


of Jefus, &c. 
to appear 
before him, 
‘The charge 
is blafphe- 
my, breach 
of the law, 
and they are 
fentenc'd to 
be flon’d. 


Albinus 
writes a me- 
nactng lerter 
to Anant. 
Agrippa puts 
him trom the 
pontificate, 
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refpeéts and prefents: but he had a company 
oflewd fervants about him, who, joining with 
others as bad as themfelves, went ranging 
zbout trom one barn to another, and forced 
away the prieits tiches from them, beating and 
wounding thofe that retuled co deliver them. 
There were other high-pricits alfo with their 
fervants, who did the fame ching too, for there 
vas no body to controul them : the priefts be- 
ing ready to ttarve all this while, having no- 

thing but their tenths to live upon. 
fe ni iday-eve, the rob- 

Oxe night upon an holiday-eve, the 1 
bers ftole privately into the city, and furprized 
the fecretary of Eleazar, an army officer, and 
the fon of Ananias the high-pricit. They took 
him alive, bound him, and carry’d him away ; 
and then fene Ananias word, that if he could 
gct Albinus to difcharge half a {core of their 
companions that he had then cuftody, the {c- 
cretary fhould be fet at liberty. The neceflicy 
Was fo preffing that Albinus could not well 
retufe the graritying of Ananias under the pre- 
{ent circumttances; tho? the granting of this 
reguett proved of very ill confequence in the 
cod. For when the highwaymen had found 
out the way of compounding their villanics, 
they were never without one invention oF ano- 
ther to fecure fome of Ananias’s relations for a 
pawn, which they never parted with but for 
teume of their own comrades in exchange. By 
this way of proceeding they grew bold and 
ftrong, and laid the whole country defolate. 

Kino Agrippa had now enlarged Cefarea 
Philippi, and given it the name of Neronias 
inhenour of Nero. He buile alfo at Berytus, 
a moit magnificent and coftly theatre, which 
he endow’d witha vait fum of moncy for the 
celebration of the ycarly fhows, and the di- 
ftribution of doles of corn and oil among the 
people, in fuch a proportion by the head. | 
He cauted the city alfo to be beautity’d and: 
adorn’d all over, with curiolitics of itatucs 
and pictures, and fuch a collection of antique 
picees and originals trom the hands of the 
greatett maitersin their feveral kinds, that this 
town wis, in truth, the ftore-houfe of all that 
wats rare and precious in the kingdom: but by 
this way of taking trom his own people to 
gratify ifrangers, and of beggaring the one to} 
the advantage of the other, he utcerly loft | 
himtlrin the hearts of his fubjects. 

Hr took away the pontificate from Jetas | 
the fen et Damneus, and gave it to Jefus the | 
fon ot Gamalicl; which created fuch a feud | 
beoveen than, that they hardly walk’d the | 
freets without werew cl rafians at their heels, | 
reproalhing: aad railing fill ac one another as 
they meti sometimes with hard words, and! 
Jometimesit cme again to ftoncs; bur Ananias, : 
vho had the mofl money, yor eonlequently 
tic ihrongeait party. 

Cosrobaanes and Saul, being both of the | 
VWiood royal, and nearly related to Agrippa, 
had a very preat ineereft too, and cach of them | 
«bund of brave’s at his back ro execute his | 
commands, and to fight his quarrels, “Whey 
Were naturally infolent and rapacious, whicre 
they had to do with poor people that they 
night trample upon, From this junéture it is 
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that we may date the mortal declenfion of our 
common-wealth, which from this time.for-, 
ward funk fill from bad to worfe. 

When Albinus heard that Geffius Florus Geffins Fo. 

was coming to fuceeed. him, he had no-better-tus fucceeds 
way, he thought, to ingratiate himfelf with, Albinus, 
the Jews, than to do juitice upon the’ people, 
that he had in cuftody. So he caufed all the, 
prifoners to be brought before him, and_up-- 
On €Xamination of matters, procceded dgaintt, 
them according to their demerits: putting to- 
death thofe that were manifeitly guilty of ca- 
pital crimes, and difcharging the reit, who 
were in only for mifdemeanors, upon fine and 
ranfom. ‘This was a way toclcar the prifons, 
and likewife to ttock the country with an en- 
creafe of thieves. oe 

Tuoss of the tribe of Levi, who officiat- Privileges at. 
ed in the temple as finging-men, befought,the low'd to the 
king, and preyail’d upon him to call a coun- finging-met 
cil, and- to grant them the ufe of the linen- ere 
ftole, a veftment peculiar to the priefts; and 
fuggefting that fuch a conceflion would ftand 
upon record, as an att of grace, to'the king’s 
eternal honour. ‘This requeft of theirs was 
heard and granted, in form and manner as they 
defir’d it, and the finging-men permictéd to 
wear the ftole, There were another -fort of 
thefe Levites, who officiated in the fervices of Another fort 
tke temple, and thefe were likewife allow’d, of Tevites 
promifcuonfly, to ferve in quality of fingers. contrary to 
Now all this was dircétly againft our national law. 
laws and cuftoms, which were never abandon’d 
but with a judgment upon the violation. .. 

Tue building of the temple being now The temple 
over, and a matter of cighteen thoufand work- faith’: 

A ‘ -. finith’d, and 
men, who had nothing to live upon but their eighteen 
labour, ready to ftarve for want of employ- thoufandmen 
ment; the people not caring to have moncy ready to 
lie by them for a prey to the Romans, and farve. 
out of a defire to make fome provifion for 
them (for if they wrought but an hour they 
were fure of their wages) propofed the re~ 
pairing of a building on the caft-fide of the The Jews 
temple, which overlooking a decp narrow petition for 
valley, was fupported by a wall of four hun- eae 
dred * cubits high, the ftones fmooth wrought, Pury 
and white, and every picce -} twenty cubits A deere 
in length and fix in depth, being the work 





on of the 
of Solomon, the firlt founder of the temple. Posh 
But Agrippa, who was entrufted by Clauclius 
Cefar with the repairing of this glorious 
ftructure, computing with himfelf how much 
eaficr it Was to deftroy fuch a work than to 
rebuild it, cfpecially a work that would take 
up fo much time and moncy as that which Agrippa re- 
was now propounded ; he did not think fit co files them. 
comply with this defire of the people ; but if 
icmight content them to beautify the city by 
paving the ilreets with white ftone, he fhould 
not be againt it, 

‘Tris prince took away alter this the high- 
prictthood from Jetus the fon of Gamalicl, and 
gave it to Matthias the fon of Theophilus ; 
and in his days began the wars of the Ro~ 
mans apainft the Jews. 

fy will be proper for me in this place 
(with a refpeél ro che work PE have in hand) co ‘The origival 


give fome account of the original of high- quatilivations 
2 and number 


Ch getiseson Vint top hp a ink Soe ae NM te RE ets eae UTR gee ee SR pet gate re LG high 
* Four handred fewifly cubi, amounted to feyen hundred! twenty ciphit Jenelify feet, and fome ode inches; that prietts. 
i, taone hundred torty twe yards, two fect, and fome odd inches, 
“"'Pwenty cubits amounted to fomethinr more then Unity fix teers that iss twelve yard: and fix cubits to tome 


Thing above tentect; that i, thiss yar de and a foot. 


prictts ; 


Sa Pe a 
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pricfts; the qualifications neceflary for thofe 
that are to be admitted into this function, and 
the number of thofe that were advanced to 
this dignity as far as tothe end of the war. 


Aaronthe "The firft of the order was Aaron, the brother 
Ber the of Mofes ; and after his death, his children 
order. 


fucceded him ; and fothe honour defcended 

in courfe to his family: And this cuftom of 

hereditary fucceffion prevail’d fo far with our 

forefathers,. that none but thofe of the blood 

The faccef- of Aaron were accounted capable of that ho- 

on heredita- Iv offices not even kings themfelves. From 

Y Aaron to Phanafus, who was declared high- 

From Aaron prieft by a faction in atime of war, there were 

toPhanafus_ eighty three in number: ‘Thirteen of them 

s;innumber officiating in that ftation from the time that 

Mofes ereéted a tabernacle to God in the de- 

fart, to their entrance into Judea, where king 

Solomon built and dedicated the holy temple. 

For at firft there was no fucceeding to the 

pontificate, but by a vacancy upon death, 

whereas ir came to be a practice afterward to 

introduce another, while the former was yet 

living. Thefe thirteen perfons defcending 

from the two fons of Aaron, fucceeded to their 

The govern- honour in their turns. ‘The form of govern- 

ment at rf’ ment was at firft ariftrocatical ; after that mo- 

ariftocrati-  narchical; +and thenext tranfition was to the 

Se enical, title of kings. From the time of Mofes’s car~ 

monarchical, ‘AC ; 

and then to fying us out of the land of Egypt to thé 

thetitle of building of Solomon’s temple, we reckon upon 
kings. fix hundred and twelve years. 

Arrer the thirtcen high-priefts above-men- 
tioned, there followed eighteen more, in four 
hundred fixty fix ycars, fix months and ten 
days, in fucceffion one to: another, under the 
government of kings. Computing from king 
Solomon, to the days of Nebuchadonofor king 
of Babylon; when he march'd up “to Jerufa- 
lem and took it; burnt the temple, and car- 
ried away the whole nation, together with Jo- 
fedec their. high-prieft, captives. © 

‘“Arrer a captivity of feventy years in Baby- 
lon,‘ Cyrus the king of Perfia, difmifs’d the 
Jews home again, with leave to rebuild their 
zemple ; Jefus, the fon of Jofedec, exerciling 
at that time the function of high-pricft. After 
him, came fifteen more of his pofterity, who 
fucceeded him in ‘the fame dignity, but in a 

opular way of government, till the time of 
kine Antiochus Eupator, which was about 
four hundred and fourtcen years 5 when this 
fame Antiochus, with his general Lyfias took 
away both the dignity and life of Onias, othcr- 
wife called Mencleus, at Berytus ; but rejected 
his fon from the fucceffion, andfet up Jacimus, 
high-prieft in his place; one of the race of 
Aaron, ’tis truc, but not of the pontifical fa- 
mily. _ Wherefore Onias, the fon of Onias the 


‘The hiftory 
of the pon. 
tificate, 


deceafed, went away into Egypt, and, infinua-| j 


ting himfelf into the good opinion of Ptolemy 
Philomctor, and of Cleopatra, his wile, pre- 
vail’d upon’ them to build and dedicate a 
temple to God at Heliopolis, in imitation: of 
that at Jerufalem, and to conftitute him high- 


prieft chere 5 of which temple we have faid c-. 


nough elfewhere already. Jacimus died at the 
end of three years in the execution of the pon- 
tifical office, without afucceflor 3 fo that there 
was avacancy in the pontificace for feven 


years. But after the revole of the Jews from 
the Macedonians, the digniry was transferr’d 
to the family of che Affamoncans, and Jona- 
than preferr’d to the pontificate, which he en- 
Joy’d for the fpace of feven years ; and then 
being taken off by the treachery of ‘Tryphon, 
his brother Simon was promoted to his place ; 
and upon his being afterwards aflaffinated by 
his fon-in-law, at a publick entertainment, 
his fon Hyrcanus fucceeded him, who held it 
for the fpace of one and thirty years ;. and 
then, upon his death, it went to his fon Judas, 
otherwife called Ariftobulus, who was the firit 
that took upon him the name and quality of 
king ; and after one year’s reign, left his bro- 
ther Alexander, ‘heir and fucceffor, both to 
the pontificate and ‘to the kingdom: In both 
which capacities he adminiftred for the fpace 
of feven and twenty years ; and then depart- 
ing this life, he tranfmitted the regency to his 
wife Alexandria, with authority to difpofe of 
the’ poritificate, to-which of the: brothtrs ‘fhe 
pleafed’; and the’ gave’ it to Hyrcauus, who 
enjoy’d it for the ‘nine years that fhe reign’d: 
But upon her death, Ariftobulus the’ younger 
brother made war upon him, overcame him, 
and reduced him toa condition of ‘a private 


man; afluming both the kingdom and the pon- | 


tificate to himfelf,- which he held for three 
years, and juft as many: months: - When Pom- 
pcy, upon taking of Jerufalem, carried him and 
his:children prifonersto Rome; and Hyrcanus, 
being reftored to the pontificate, accepted alfo 
of thé principality, bat not under the title of 
King-; enjoying the high prieft-hood thre¢ and 
twenty years more, befides thé other ninc be. 
fore fpoken of. -Atithe end of “this term, 
Barzopharnes, and Patorus,’ great men, and 


generals for the. Parthians, pafs’d‘'the Eu- ~ 


phrates, and made -war upon Hyrcanus, took: 
him‘alive, and carried’ ‘him away’ prifoncr; 
advancing Antigonus the fon of Ariftobulus to 
the crown, who in tliree months after, was 
taken in Jerufalem by ‘Hérod'and Sofius : And’ 
then' by the command ‘of Anthy; ‘put'ro death 
at Antioch. ee fe ee 
Herop having now receiv’d the kingdom 
from the Romans, made no longer any‘ferupl¢ 
of chufing the high-priefts out of the Affaino- 
nean race; but conferr’d the honour indifferene- 
ly upon perfons, tho’ never {fo obfcurc, provi- 
ded they were but in holy orders ; faving only 
in'the cafe of Ariftobulus ; for he made choice 
of him, being the grandchild of Hyrcanus, 
who was taken by the-Parthians, and the bro- 
ther of his wife Mariamne, to ingratiaté himfelf 
with the people, who had the memory of Hyr- 
canus in great veneration.. He was; in fine, 
fo generally well 'bélov’d, that Herod grew 
jealous of him, and‘drowsied him at‘Jericho by 


a contrivance, {wimming ‘in a fith-pdol;' as we 
have faid heretofore, Alter this time he would 
never confer the pontificate upon any of the 
Affamoncan family. ‘His fon Archelaus took 
the fame meafures too, and fo did, a]l the ‘Ro- 
mans aftcr him, that came to -'be, governors 
of the province. From the days of Herod, 
in fine, to the burning of Jerufalem and 
the temple by Titus, there were in all cight 
and. twenty high-priefts chat govern’d jn the 

en A A RN Nt cmc aeRO, 





+ This paffage apy 
ders, feem confounded : : I ) 
among the Jews under the judges, concerning which, 


P+ 393, 396 


nears at firft view, fomewhat obfcure, and the twa laft diftinélions may, perhaps to fome rea- 
but by the monarchical Jofephus here means that form of government which obtain’d 


cand the reft; {ce Selden de Synedr, Web. 1. I c. XV, 
whole 
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whole for the fpace of a hundred and feven 
years ; fome of them under Herod and Ar- 
chelaus, his fon. But after their death, the go- 
vernment was Ariftocratical,and the fovereign- 
ty lodg’d in the pontificate ; of which we have 
{poken fufficiently already. 








CHAP. IX. 

Giffus Flerus [ucceeds Albinus, the husband o 
“Cleopatra. Florus worfe than Albinus. The 
charader of Florus. The beginning of the 
war. Lhe biftory of the Fews, from the crea- 
tion of the world to the 12th of Nero. Fofe- 
pkus promifes the hiftory of the wars. 


Gefhius Flo- 1€s ESSIUS FLORUS the fucceflor of Al- 
ee PASC eh binus to the government of Judea, by 
AAoinus. 


the appointment of Nero, was the man that 
made the Jews perteétly miferable. He was 
by birth a° Clazomenian, and the husband of 
Cicopatra, whem he brought along with him ; 
a woman every jot asbad as himfelf. It was 
by herintereft 1n the emprefs Poppea, that he 
vere Obtain’d this dignity, which ke abufed after- 
. Wards tofucha degree, that the Jews would 
have acceunted ita bletling if they could but 
have chang’d him tor Albinus again; for tho’ 

he had as much malice and mifchief in him as 

his heart and head would hold, he carried it 
clofe and as private as he could yet: Whereas 
Florus en the contrary made an open profetffi- 

on and oftentation of his wickednefs; as if it 

had been the butinefs of his commiffion to un- 

do the nation. He was rapacious beyond mea- 
jure, inexorably cruel, and fo infatiably cove- 





i 
ss. tous, that where there was any thing to be 
gettcn, much, or little, nothing came amifs to 
him. He went fhares with the thieves, which 
gave a kind of authority to the trade, when 
they knew beforehand they could compound 
the robbery for fuch a pare of the booty. The 
eppreifion, in fine, was fo intolerable, that the 
miferable Jews were forced to abandon their 
habitations, their country, and their altars, and 
to dy tor fanétuary to the moft barbarous of 
ftrangers. But without any more words, it 
was Florus alone that forced us upon a war 
with cre Romans, in a refolution rather to fall 
ail rogether, than perifh one by one, with infamy 
andicorn. It wasin the fecond year now of 
Florus’s government,and the twelfth of Nero’s, 
when the war began ; and whoever has a mind 
to be particularly inform’d in the hiftory of 
what he did and fuffer’'d through the courfe 
of that war, fhall bat need to read over the 
books we have written upon that fubject. 
I am now come to the end of my Antiqui- 
tics, which 1 have brought down from the 
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creation of the world to the twelfth year of The hiftory 
the reign of Nero, in an hiftorical deduction of the Jews 
of what had befallen the Jews through fo ooh pla 
2 Jy, 4: Vee 
many ages; asin Egypt and Syria; what they worid to the 
fuffered under the Afflyrians and Babylonians 5 12th of Ne- 
how they were treated by the Perlians and *” 
Macedonians; and how, laft of all, by the 
Romans. I have alfo given an accurate and 
an orderly account of the conftant and conti- 
nued fucceffion of our high-priefts for the fpace 
ot two thoufand -years. And fo likewife 
for the defeent of our kings, and the courfe 
of other forms of government, as they fuc- 
ceeded one after another : their powers, ad- 
miniftration, and affairs: All which I have 
faithiully extraéted from the authority of ho- 
ly writ, as I promifed at the firft entrance upon 
this work. 
Awp I fhall be bold to fay this further, 
that no man living, my felf excepted, whether 
Jew orftranger, could have given the Grecks 
fo juft, and fo punétual an account upon the 
whole matter, as I have done. For, without 
vanity, my own country-men will allow me 
to be as well read in the Mofaical law as any 
man. And then for my skill in the Greck 
tongue, I have ftudied the Grammar, and the 
critical propricties of it as much as another; 
but forthe nicety of the accent in the perfec- 
tion of pronouncing it, the fpcaking of feve- 
ral languages, is a thing that cur people nei- 
ther practife nor value; but look upon it as 
a kind of a prophane ftudy common to flaves 
as well asto gentlemen. ‘The only wifdom 
and learning, in finc, that we reckon upon, is 
adue application to the knowledge of our 
laws, and the holy fcriptures, and a right un- 
derftanding of them: Anexccllency that fome 
two or three perhaps, of all that ever ofler’d 
at ir, have fucceeded in to their honour and 
fatistaction. 
Iz will not be amifs now at laft, I hope, to 
fay fomewhat of myfelf: ‘That is to fay, of 
my family, and of the aétions of my whole 
life ; while there are people yet living, cither 
to witnefs the truth of things, or to difprove 
me. So that J fhall now put ancnd to my 
Antiquities, as they are here comprifed in 
twenty books, and fixty thoufand lincs. And 
I do intend further, God willing, to draw up 
a fhort relation of the whole war, from the 
beginning to this very day ; being inthe thir- 
teenth year of the reign of Domitian, and of 
my age the fix and fittiech, * J have pro- 
pounded alfo to write of the Jewith opinions, 
in four books concerning Ged himfelf, and his 
nature 3 and likewife of our laws, why fome 
things are permitted by them, others for- 
bidden. 








~ Vofhus, in his notes upon Catullus, reads Geftius, or Ceftius Florus. 


* If we po 


int thefe words in the original otherwife, they may be according to Epiphanius Scholafticus, tranfla- 


ted thus: “ Ihave propounded alfo to write of the Jewith fe&ts in four books; of God himfelf and his narure ; 
“and of our laws; why fome things are allow’d by them, and others forbidden. 
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BOOK I. 








HAVE faid enough already in 
my Jewrsu ANTIQUITIES, to 
wal fatisfy my readers beyond all 
zzfSet doubt, moft excellent Epharodi- 
= tus, that the Jews are a very 
antient people, and a nation indebted to them- 
felves for their orignal ; befide that they have 
kept up their claim from the beginning to this 
very day. ‘This is no more than what I have 
made undeniably appear in a juft hiftory of 
five thoufand years, writ in Greek, drawn from 
the authority of holy writ itfelf: And all 
this is too little yet, either to fecure me, the 
author of that piece, from calumny and re- 
proach, or the whole ftory at length from the 
- vanity of a fable. For, fay they, if the 
race of the Jews were fo illuftrious as Jofe~ 
phus makes it, how comes it that none of 
the Greek hiftorians of the beft credit, ever 
took any notice of it ? JINow this being the 
cafe, I cannot do my felf a more neceflary 
right, than in the firft place, with all poflible 
brevity, to confute and correét my malicious 
enemies, fecondly, to inform and inftruét the 
ignorant; and thirdly, to lay open indiffe- 
rently to all lovers of truth, the naked ftate of 
the matter. As for my authorities, I fhall 
make ufe of none but of an undeniable reputa- 






ee 





The Jewifh 
antiquities, a 
hittory of 
$00 years. 


Whar mov’d 
Jotephas to 
“rite this hi- 
flory, 


tion among the Greek. writers: And for tole, 


that have either fpitefully, or ignorantly tra- 
duced me, or my writings, I fhall overthrow 
their pretenfions out of their own mouths. I 
fhall likewife fhew how it comes to pafs, that 
the Greeks in general have made fo little men- 
tion of us ; and then for the reft in particu- 
lar, that they either knew nothing at all in 
reality, or at leaft pretended to know nothing 
at allof the matter in queftion. 

Tuere are a fort of people fo fuperftitioufly 
addicted to the Greeks, that they make 
them the only oracles to be confulted for 


the faith and credit of hiftory, to the con- 


tempt and difparagement of all other men and 

nations. Now I cannot but infinitely wonder 

at the confidence of thefe fmatterers in antiqui- 

tics, in thefe cafes where both reafon and tact 

are direétly againft chem. Wherefore we are 

not to govern our felves by this or that man’s 

opinion, but by the weight and the intrinfick The Grecians 
value of the thing itfelf. As forthe Greeks, I are alroge- 
fee little or nothing among them that is not ther for no- 
novel, and of yefterday, aswefay, either in YOU™ 
their buildings, arts, or laws, and in fine, one eet 
the very ufe of hiftory is but of late date a= poopie of an~ 
mong them: Whereas by their own confeffion tiquiry and 
the Egyptians, Chaldeans, and Phenicians, (to credit. 

fay nothing of ourfelves) have from time to 

time recorded, and ee down to pofte- 


rity 
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The drit in- 


rity the memorials of paft ages, in monumen- 
tal pillars and infcriptions, according to the 
advice and direétion of the wifeft men they 
had, for the perpetual memory of all publick 
tranfactions of moment, and to the end that 
nothing might be lott: Befide that thefe peo- 
ple living in a clear air,the very climate con- 
tributed to the preferving of thefe antiquities 
from corruption and decay ; which was quite 
otherwife with the Greeks in both refpects, 
cicher of duration, crof order and appoint- 
ment. 

Ir is natural enough for thofe that fet up 
new ftates or focietics, to tancy themfelves the 
greateit mafters of that occonomy under the 
fun. Now as tothe Greeks: skill in letters, 
they came not only late to the bare pretence, 
but they are not at this very hour come up to 
the pertect underitanding of the matter. ‘The 
antiquity they boatt of looks no tarther back- 





and Acufilaus; to fhew how many times over 
and over Ephorus hath given rhe lye to Hel- 
lanicus, ‘Timeus to Ephorus, chofe that came 
atter Timeus, to Timeus him{clf, and, in fine, 
all to Herodotus. 

NeItruer does Timeus agrce any better 
with Philiftus, or Callias, in their Sicilian 
hiftories : Neither do the hiftorians of A~- 
thens and Argos accord any better than the 
reft, but fall foul one upon another. Now, in 
one word, what hiftorical agreement are we 
to expect from the reporters of private aétions 
and adventures, when cven inthe courfe and 
narration of the Perfian war, the moft celebra- 


ted auchors are at variance among themfelves ! Tae 
yimie 


fured. 


Nay, the truth and credit of Thucydides him- 
felf is called in queftion upon feveral occafions, 
tho’ the moft cautious, candid, and untainted 
hiftorian of the age he wrote in. 


f cen- 


ydilss 


THERE may be many reafons given for this -+,. Greeks 


difagreement among the Greck authors, if a divided, and 
man would but apply himfelf to the finding of the rcafonsof 
them out. But the two points that J lay the i 


ward thanto the Phenicians; and they value 
themfelyes upon the reputation of having had 
Cadmus for their firft mafter: But fo far are 


veucors ot 


letters. 





they from being able to produce, either in their 
temples, or publick regiftries, any one authen- 
tick memorial of thefe times, that when it 
came afterwards to be a queftion, whether the 
ufe of chefe letters were fo much as known at 
the time of the Trojan war, it wascarried in 
the negative, that there was no fuch characters 
then in being. It is moft certain thar there is 
no Greek manufcript extant that dates before 
the poem of Homer: And it is likewife as 
certain, that the Trojan war was over before 
that poem was written. Nay, and ict willnot 
be allow’d neither that Homer ever com- 
mitted this piece of his to writing at 
all; but it pafs’d by tradition from one gene- 
ration to another, like a ballad fong that the 
people had get by rote, till in the end co- 
pies were taken cf it from dictates by word of 
mouth ; which was the true reafon of fo ma- 
ny contradictions and miftakes in the tran- 
feripts. 

As for Cadmus the Milefian, Acufilaus, and 
ether Greeks, who afterwards attempted hi- 
ftory; thefe were all but very little before the 
Perlians inroad into Greece. And fo for Phe- 
recydes of Syros, Pythagoras, and ‘Thales, 
who were the firft among them, that ever phi- 
lofophiz’d upon divine and celeftial matters, 
they do all unanimoully own the Egyptians 
and the Chaldeans for their matters ; and for 
the little that we find publifh’d in writing 
upon that point, however it may have the re=- 
putation of fome antiquity , yet whether thefe 
men were the authors of it or not, remains to 
this day a queftion. 

How unreafonable a thing is ic for the 
Greeks now to appropriate to themfelves, not 
only the fole knowledge of antiquity, but a 
pretence likewife before all others for men of 
hiftorical faith, candor, and credit ! Nay, is 
it not evident onthe contrary, from their own 
works, that the hiftory they deliver is not fo 
much matter of faét, as conjeéture and opini- 
on; and that every man writes according to 
his fancy? Their authors ftill clafhing one 
with another, and impofing upon the world 
inconfiftent reports, at the fame time, of one 
and the fame thing. 

It would be tedious, and time loft, to run 


principal ftrefs upon, are thcfe. Firft, the 
failing of the Grecks in not laying a timely 
foundation of hiftory in records and memorials, 
to conferve the memory of all great aétions : 
For without thefe monumental traditions, po- 
fterity is left at liberty to write at random 3; 
and to write falfe too, without any danger of 
being contradicted in the hittory of former 
times. Now this way of keeping publick 
regifters hath been neglected, not only in other 
parts of Greece, but it was never heard of, 
even in Athens itfelf, where the people pafs 
by the name of earth-born, with a refpeét to 
their original, and value themfelves above all 
others, both for antiquity and letters. Dra- 
co’s penal laws arc univerfally allow’d ante- 
cedent in time to all other of their writings, 
tho’ bearing date but a little before the ty~ 
rant Pififtratus. And what fhall we fay now 
to the Arcadians, who boaft pretenfions to a 
priority alfo, tho’ they came later to the ufe of 
lettcrs than any of the reft ? 

Now there being no lights or authorities ex 
tant, for a guide to thofe that were defirous 
to learn, or to fet others right, that went ei- 
ther innocently or malicioufly out of their 
way, how was it poffible but hiftorians muft 


be divided and confounded among themfelves, , 


efpecially when truth is made the leaft part 
of their bufinefs, how fairly foever they may 
profefs and pretend to the contrary? They 
write, in effeét, for popular applaufe; and if 
they can but get the reputation of good ora- 
tors, no matter for difcharging the part of 
honcft men. Some write merely for fancy or 
humour, without any regard of juftice to the 
ftory ; othersin a panegyrical ftrain, to curry 
favour with kings and ftates; and there are fome 
again who {pend their time in calumniating 
the writings and the perfons of thofe that went 
before them, thinking thereby to acquire a re- 
putation ; which is allcontrary to the rule and 
office of an hittorian. 


Ir is the infallible mark of a true and Sl- The cerrais 


nuine hiftory, when feveral writers 


agree in marks of a 


the fame thing, time, and place ; but theGrecks tue hiflory- 


in contradicting one another, made that 
diverfity an argument of truth. If the que- 
ftion betwixt them and us, were choice of 


through ali the difagreements betwixt Hela- The Grecians 


nicus and Acufilaus, in the matter of their 
gcnealogies ; the differences betwixt Hefiod 


words, or delicacy of ftyle, we fhould never “ator! 
: . 7 better orators 
difpute'the precedence with them ; but for mat- than hiftori- 
ter of fact and antiquity it is quice another cafe. ans. 
THE 
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Tue Egyptians and the Babylonians are 
known to have been very diligent and exact | 
of- old, in the marking of their accounts and. 
This way of regiftring among the. 


annals. 
‘Egyptians, was the priefts province, who took 


a great deal of care and pains, in the difcharge’ 


of thar duty. "The Chaldeans did thé fame 
thing with the Babylonians; and the Phenici- 


‘ans, intermingling with the Greeks, inftructed 
them alfo in the uafe of letters, for the govern: 


ment of life, and the upholding of publick 
traditions. But this being acknowledg’d on 


. all hands, more difcourfe upon it in this place, 


Cuffoms | 
about marri- 
ages, and 


pedigrees. 


Fight line, 


would be neediefs. So that I fhall only con- 
tent myfelf to fhew briefly, that our forefa- 
thers provided at Icaft as well for the fecur-. 
ing of this order and regulation, if not bet- 
ter, than any that went before them, in charg- 
ing the high-priefts, and the prophets with 
this commiflion; which practice has been con- 
tinued with great integrity, to this very day: 
Nay, if I might fpeak a bold word, I durit al- 
moit pronounce that it fhall never fail. For 
there was not only care taken from the begin- 
ning, to make choice of men of exemplary 
picty and virtue, for this funétion, (over and 
above that they were fet apart alfo for the 
fervice of the altar) but a provifion was like- 
wife made for preferving the facerdotal race, 
untainted with any prophane or adulterate 
mixture ; for no man is qualify’d for the of- 
fice of a prieft whofe mother was not of a 
pricttly extraction ; and therefore, without any 
regard to wealth or honour, whoever pretends 
tothe priefthood muft prove his defcent in a 
by a multitude of witnefles. | 
Awp this rule holds not only in Judea, 
but wherever our people are difpers’d over the 
face of the whole earth; as in Egypt, and 
and Babylon; and all over the world ; in finc, 
where our pricfts make it a point of confci- 
ence only to intermarry with their own tribes. 
In this cafe they fend, from the father to 
erufalem, the name of the woman they have 
a mind to marry, with a draught of her pe- 
digree, well and fufficicntly attefted. But in 
atime of war, (which many times falls out) 
as for inftance in the days of Antiochus Epi- 
phancs, Pompey the great, and Quintilius Va- 
rus, and particularly within our own memo- 
ry ; in this cafe, the furviving priefts reform 
and fupply the old regifters, compole new 
ones, and put the women that are left to the 
ferutiny of a ftri€t examination. The pricfts 
marry no captives, for fear of contracting a 


dorcign mixture : and there can be no clearer 
than that the names 


of all our priefts, in an uninterrupted fuccefti- 


proof of their integrity, 


on from father to fon, have now ftood upon 
record throughout a great traét of two thou- 
fand years. If any one man among them fal- 
fifies or prevaricates, he is prefently forbidden 


the holy alrar, and depofed from the vexercife 


of his fun@tion. In this method, we are cer- 
‘tainly, and neceflarily in the right. All men 
are not allow’d to write; and we meet with 
no contradictions in thofe that de. As for 
thofe unaccountable antiquities among the pro- 
phets, we iook upon them _as divine revelation 
rather than hiftory: but for others who write 
the ftory of their own times, the number of 
chem is not very great, neither are they very 


* Qar author here means the books of the Apocrypha. 













repugnant one to another. But to come to 
my bufinefs. 


I Recxon only upon two and twenty books. 


that we are bound to believe; and thofe two 
and twenty books comprize the hiftory of the 
world from the beginning -of it to this day; 


five books of thefe two and twenty, treat of 


the creation of the world and the generati 
of mankind, and fo to the death ef Moles, 
in a feries of little lefs than three thonfand 
years. 


From the death of Mofes to the reign of 


Artaxerxes, the fon of Xerxes, and the kin 
of Perfia, every one of our prophets wrote 
the hiftory of the age he liv’d in, compre- 


‘hending the whole in thirteen books ; the other 
four books containing holy hymns and moral 


precepts. There is alfo a courfe of hiftory * 


from Artaxerxes to this inftant, which we look 


upon with great veneration, but incomparably 


thort of what we afcribe to the other, for 


want of the fucceffional line and defcent of the 
prophets to make it ftill more authentick and 


facred. As for the other works, we give as 


much credit to them, as we would do to our 
own eyes ; having been thus long in the world 
without any attempt upon them, cither to add 
or to diminifh; nay, or but fo much as to 
transform, or to difguife them. But we fet a 
value upon thefe writings, as divine ; we call 
them fo, and we are train’d up from the very 
cradle to meditate, to obferve, and to main- 
tain them as fuch, and, finally, to fuffer death 
eae in. their defence rather than forfake 
them. 


Twenty twa 
ooks of 
holy writ. 


The hifto: 
of the Bible. 


How any are there of our captive coun- The bravery 


trymen, at this day, ftruggling with all man- 
ner of ‘deaths, gad: Wabouride onder exquilite 


torments, contending in the theatres with 
beafts and more brutal men! And what’s their 
crime, but that they will not renounce their 
country’s laws, and blafpheme the God of 


their fore-fathers ? When did ever any of the 
Greeks ftand fuch a trial of their honour and 


courage ? a people that would rather fuffer 


all the writings they have in the world to be 
deftroy’d, than expofe their perfons tothe leaft 
danger for thcir prefervation. But alas! they 
look upon all that is facred of that kind, to 
be no more than words of courfe. And this 
is the cafe even of the beft of their hiftorians. 
For they take upon them to write hiftory with- 
out any privity many times to the fact, or fo 


much as either confulting or believing thofe 


that have been upon the place, and parties to 
the a€tion. What extravagant uncouth hifto- 
ries of our late wars have we feen publith’d, 


by perfons that never came within diftance of 


underftanding one fyllable of the matter! But 
if they can patch up a medley of fancy and 


hear-fay, they have the confidence to fet up 


prefenrly for hiftorians of the firft rate. 

Bur this is not yet the cafe of my hiftory; 
for I have deliver’d nothing but upon ocular 
teftimony and ccrtain knowledge; and having 
the means of informing myfelf in every thing 
that pafs’d, I have been likewife as faithful 
in the report of things, as I was juft and ac- 
curate in the fcrutiny. I had a command in 
Galilee, fo long as our people were able to de- 
fend themfelves againft the Romans; but ir 
was my fortune, in the end, to be made a pri- 
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foner, and carry’d in cuftody to Vefpafian and 
Titus, who order’d me at firlt to be kept 
bound, with a commiffion at the fame time to 
obferve and to infpeét what was done; but I 
was afterwards fet at liberty, and went abroad 


with Titus from Alckandria, upon occation of 


the fiege of Jerufalem. . 
Tuere was nothing at that time efcap’d 
my knowledge. The motions of the army 
were all open to me, and no care wanting on 
my part, to reprefent every thing with the 
greateit exactnefs: and fo tor the ttate of the 
city, I had it from prifoners and deferters, 
with the emperor’s exprets order to take them 
all into my particular care and affiftance. I 
made the beit, in finc, of my notes, and out 
of thofe minutes, compil’d my hittory. 
‘Tivy hitory Tue foundation being now laid, and my- 
wavcompi (21f ac Rome, and at leifure, I took fome 
es RON. fiends ro my affiitance in the Greek tongue, 
and went on with my work; wherein I have 
difcharg’d myfelf with that fcrupulous nicety 
of candour and juftice, that I dare fay the ge- 
nerals themfelves, Vefpalian and Titus, will 
vouch for me. Now thefe were the perfons 
- to whom I made the firit prefent of my book ; 
and next after them, to certain noble Romans 
.. who commanded in the fame war: others I 
ter fold to fuch of our own parry asI found well 
skill’’d in the Greek language; as Julius, 
of Archelaus, the incomparable Herod, and the 
moit excellent king Agrippa; who do all ac- 
uit me with one voice, that I have bchav’d 
myfely like a faithful hiftorian, and would 
undoubtedly have expos’d the abufe, if I had 
cither lett out or put in any thing through 
ignorance, or for favour. And now fome peo- 
2 ple treat me as a cheat, as they would doa 
bor at fehool, upon the declamatory, berwixt 
triding and detra¢tion: but they never confi- 
der, that whoever takes upon him to tell the 
zruth, he fhould make fure in the firft place 
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we 

to know ic himfelf, and that muft be done ci- 
ther by himfelf cr with the help of another; 
and I have already gone both thefe ways to 
Work. 

As for my antiquities, I have, in the quali- 
ty of a prieft, and inthe way of my profeffi- 
on, extracied them our of the holy feripture, 
and digefted them into a methodical order. 
Bat in the hiftory of the war I was an actor in 
fome cafes, 2 fpectator in others, and, upon 
the wholé matter, 2 ftranger to nothing that 
was cither done or faid. How fhamelefs an 
imptdence is it now for thefe people to con- 
tend with me tor the truth: nay, putting the 
cafe as they pretend, and that they haye in- 
deed had the fight of Titus’s and Vefpafian’s 
journals, what does this tignify to the inva- 
lidating of my hiftory, in a point where the 
Roman generals were abfolute ftrangers to the 
matter ? 

Tuts digreffion was but neceflary, to fhew 
what a fore of hiftorians we are like to have, 
if this liberty goes forward. Burt there is 
encugh faid, I think, to fatisfy any man, that 
the very Barbarians themfelves ftand fairer for 
the dignity and reputation of that pretence 
than the Greeks. 

I come now to a fort of people that 
che Will have the Jews to be novel, and no ber- 
ter than upftarts; becaufe the Greeks, they 
fay, make no mention of us. I fhall then cite 
my authorities out of bocks writ by authors 
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of other nations, whereby it will appear with 
what little reafon our adverfaries advance fo 
falfe and {candalous an affertion. 

As to the place of our habitation or abode, 
we live in a midland-country; and for the 
matter of trade and travel, we never trouble 
our heads upon cither of thofe two accounts; 
Our cities lic remote from the fea; the foil 
fruitful, and well drefs’d and cultivated. Our 
greateft care is for the maintenance and edu- 
cation of our children, and to have them 
train’d up to piety, and in obedience to the 
laws of our country: and this is it we reckon 
upon as the main bufinefs of our lives. After 
all this, we have a peculiar way of living to 
ourfelves, which gives us to underftand that in 
times paft we had no communication with the 
Greeks; as the Egyptians and Phenicians had: 
and fo had others alfo, by a common tie of 
navigation, trade and commerce, for the ad- 
vancing of their fortunes. Neither did our 
predeceflors make inroads upon their neigh~ 
bours, as other people have done, for the cn- 
larging of their eftates; tho’ they wanted 
neither numbers nor courage, to be dangerous 
and troublefome, if they would have fhewn 
themfelves quarrelfome. 

Tus it was that the Phenicians became 
known to the Grecks ; and by them the Egyp- 
tians, and other traders into Greece. After 
thefe, the Medes and Perfians, who having 
gotten into the command of Afia, the Perfians 
carry’d the war into Europe. The Thracians 
became known by neighbourhood ; the Scy- 
thians, by holding a correfpondence with 
thofe that ufe the Pontus ; and fo all along the 
eaftern and the weftern fea, the people could 
not fail being taken notice of by hiftorians. 
But for thofe who lived remote trom the fea, 


.faz into the continent, they were unfeen and 


unheard of for many ages: And this isnomore 
than what happened in Europe too; when 
after an eftablifhment of the Roman power 
and greatnefs, and fo many wars waged, and 
conquefts obtained by them, yet neither Hero- 
dotus nor Thucydides, or any other of their 
contemporaries, ever made fo much as the 
leaft mention of this mighty empire; till the 
difcovery of it came at length to the Grecks, 
and with very much ado. 

Bur what will become of common writers, 
when Ephorus himfelf, the flower of the whole 
choice, fhall be guilry of fuch a biunder as 
this, forexample, that Iam about to tell you? 
He takes upon him to give an account of the 
Gauls and Iberians, and makes the kingdom of 
Spain itfelf, with the vaft continent it ftands 
upon, tobe no more than one ftate; and fo 
impofes upon us for the hiftory of the place, 
things that were never done, faid, or heard of 
there. And whence comes this ignorance of 
the truth now, but from taking our aim at it 
out of diftance? Or whence comes the other 
miftake of the truth, burt from an affeétation 
of overdoing the truth itfelf? 

Awp where’s the wonder now for people 
that live ftrangers to the world, and in a man- 
ner outof it, and under fuch a referve as we 
do, not to furnifh matter for hiitory ? 

Bur what if Ifhould turn the Greeks way jofephu: 
of reafoning upon themfelves now, and con- turns the 
clude againft che antiquity of their race, be- pa Cai 
caufe our books fay nothing of it? would not trempive. 
fuch an inference be exploded as ridiculous? 

and 
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and would not the Greeks appeal to the writ- 
ers of adjacent and ncighbouring countries to 
vouch for them? Now if thisbe allow’d fair 
on the one fide, why may it not with equal 
reafon be fo on the other? the Egyptians and 
the Phenicians, are the chicf witnefles that I 
fhall make ufe of in this cafe ; and there will 
be no ground neither of exception to the 
evidence: for the Egyptians are notorioufly 
known to be our profefled enemies, and fo 
are the Phenicians, particularly thofe of ‘Tyre. 
But the Chaldeans have a better opinion of 
us; as having been in time paft, under their 
command ; and likewife for blood, as well as 
for country-fake, they make honourable men- 
tion of us in their chronicles. 

Wuen I fhall have cleared my country- 
men from this calumny of the Greeks, and 
difcharg’d all the abominable flanders they have 
caft upon us, it will be then time to fee what 
the Greek ‘hiftorians fay of us themfelves, 
without leaying room for any farther cavil. 
To begin now with the Egyptians, (who are 
not looked upon to be any great friends of 
ours) there is one Manetho, an Egyptian by 
birth, and well skill’d in the Greek, as ap- 
pears by .a Greck hiftory he extracted out of 
the holy feriptures about the Jewith religion. 
This Manetho falls foul upon Herodotus, in 
many places, for belying the Egyptians thro 
the ignorance of their ways and cuftoms; and 
in the fecond book of his hiftory, he delivers 
himfelf as follows. I make ufe of his very 
words, as if his perfon were here prefent to 
make good his teftimony. : 

“ We had aking whofe name was Timeus ; 
“ and in his reign we fell, beyond all im- 
«© agination, under God’s heavy difpleafure. 
«© There came pouring in upon us a rugged 
robuft people out of the caft, that made an 
inroad into the province; and there en- 
camping, took it by force, and carry’d all 
before them without fo much as a itroke, 
putting our princes in chains, cruelly laying 
our citiesin afhes, demolifhing our temples, 
and miferably oppreffing our inhabitants ; 
fome cut to pieces, and others, with their 
wives and children, fent away into bondage. 
After all this, they fer up aking from a- 
mong themfelves,' whofe name was Salatis. 
‘© 'Tuzs new king advanc’d to Memphis, 
and having fubjcéted both the upper and the 
lower provinces, and put garifons into all 
tenable places, he fortify’d to the eaftward 
jn a more efpecial manner, for fear of an 
invafion from the Affyrians, whom he 
look’d upon as the ftronger of the two. He 
found in the country of Saites, a city for- 
merly call’d Abaris, which was fituated 
very conveniently for his purpofe, to the 
eaft of the river Bubaftis. ‘This city he 
improv’d and repair’d, and fortify’d it with 
ftrong works and walls, aud abody of two 
hundred and forty thoufand men to cover it. 
He made choice of harveft-time for the ex- 
ecution of his defign, with a regard both to 
the plenty of the feafon for provifions, and 
to the meansalfo of paying his foldiers, and 
to the fecuring of himfelf likewife againft 
all affaults, or invafions, by his excellent 
“ difcipline and conduct. 
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** Satatis dy’d, having reigned nineteen 
years,ahd was tucceeded by one Benion,who 
govern’d forty four years. After him came 
Apachnas, and reigned fixand thirty years, 
and feven months. Apophis came next, and 
tuled fixty years and one month; Janias, 
fifty years and one month; and Iaft‘of all 
came Affis, who rul’d forty nine years and 
twomonths. Thefe fix were the firt kines, 
and perpetually in war to exterminate the 
Egyptians, root and branch. ‘The people 
were called HYCSOS; that is to fay, 
king-fhepherds; for HYC, in the holy 
tongue, is as much as king, and SOS, ac- 
cording to the vulgar, is a fhepherd: So 
that HY CSOSis taken as a compound. 
Some will have it that thefe people were 
Arabians. According to fome other copies, 
HY C does not fignify king-fhepherd, bur 
thepherd-captive ; for HYC and HAC, with 
an afpiration, founds in Egyptian, as much 
as captive; and it feemsto me the more 
reafonable interpretation of the two, as it 
fuits better with the ancient hiftory. 

*¢ We haveit upon the credit of the fame 
author, that when thcefe (call them 
what you will) kings, or fhepherds, and 
their train, had kept the government of E- 
gypt in their own hands tor the fpace of five 
hundred and cleven years, the king of 
Thebes, and the remainder of Egypt, that 
was not as yet fubjected, made a violent 
and an obftinate war upon the {fhepherds, 
and routed them,under the command of king 
* Alisfragmuthofis: And when the great- 
eft part of them were driven out of Egypt, 
the reft withdrew into a place called Abaris, 
of ten thoufand acres in content; and this 
the fhepherds, (according to Manetho) en- 
clofed with a ftrong fubftantial wall, chat 
fecur’d them all neceffarics within them- 
felves. He fays further, that ‘Thumofis the 
fon of Alisfragmuthofis, laid fiege to it 
with four hundred and eighty thoufand men: 
Bat when he found that the place’ was not 
to be carry’d by affault, they came to con- 
ditions, upon articles to depart Egypt, and 
a fafe convoy to go whither they would. 
Upon thcfe terms they march’d out wich 
their goods and familics, to the number of 
two hundred and forty thoufand fouls, by 
the way of the wildernefs into Syria; and 
for fear of the Affyrians, who were then maf~ 
ters of Afia, they retir’d into acountry that 
is now known by the name of Judea; where 
they erected a city large enough to reccive 





Tue fame Manctho tells us in another book 
of his Egyptian hiftory, <* Thathe finds thefc 
** people, in books of great authority, diftin- 
“ guifh’d by the name of captive-fhepherds ; 
“ our anceftors having been brought up togra- 
“ zing, and from that paftoral employment, 
“© taking the name of fuepherds, They recl on 
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captives too; for it was by that name thar 
our father Jofeph made himfelf known to 
the king of Egypt, when he obtain’d.per- 
“€ miffion to fend for his brethren. But of 
“€ this more particularly elfewhere.” So that 
it will be fufficient at prefent to confult the ref- 
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FLAVIUS JOSEPHUS 


timonies of the Egyptians, upon this fubjcct, 
and to hear Manetho over again in his own 
yords, about the time when this happened. 


“ Kine * Thumofis reign’d five and twenty 
years and four months, trom the departure 
of the fhepherds out of Egypt, to the build- 
ing of Jerufalem. His fon Chebron took 
the kingdom after him, and govern’d thir- 
teen years; and after him, Amcnophis, 
twenty years and feven months; his fifter 
Ameffes, one and twenty years and nine 
months; her fon Mephres, twelve yearsand 
nine months; his fon Mephramuthofis, five 
and twenty years and ten months; his fon 
Thumofis nine years and eight months ; his 
fon Amenophis, thirty years and ten months; 
his fon Orus, thirty fix and five months 5 
his daughter Acencheres, twelve and one 
month ; Rathotis her brother, nine years; 
his fon Acencheres, twelve and five months ; 
another Acencheres his fon, twelve ycars 
and three months; his fon Armais, fourand 
one month; his fon Armefis, one year and 
four months; his fon Ramefies Miamun, 
1ixty fix and twomonths; Amenophis, nine- 
teen and {ix months. Sethofis, having rais’d 
a great force both at fea and land, confti- 


2 
= 


tuted his brother Armais licutenant-gencral 
ot Egypt, and vefted him with all fovercign 
powcrs and privileges, the wearing of the 


*- crown excepted 3 and witha caution not to 


opprefs the queen or her family, nor to inter- 
meddle with the king’s concubines. 

“‘ Setuoszs, uponthis, march’d upto Cy- 
prus and Phenicia, and fo torward to the 
Medes and Atiyrians, conquering ftill as 
he went; fome by the fword, others by 
the very terror and reputation of his arms. 
He was fo elevated by his fuccefles, thathe 
ftopt at nothing ; but laying all wafte to 
the caftward, he carry’d the whole country 
betore him. While this was doing, his 
brcther Armais, without any difficulty or 
{cruple, broke faith with his brother in E- 
gypt, and did juit the contrary to what he 
flould have done. He expcll’d the queen, 
abus’d the king’s concubines, and, at the in- 
ftance and advice of his falfe friends, af- 
fum’d the crown, and tock up arms ugaintt 
his brother. The Egyptian high-pricft gave 
Sechofis notice of all thele indignities trom 
time to time: Upon which advice, rhe king 
came immediatcly back again by the way 
of Pelufium, and made good his govern- 
ment. From this prince the country took 
the name of Egypt; for Scthofis was alfo 
call’d Egyptus, and his brother Armais 
nam'd likewife Danaus.” 


"Puus far goes Manctho. And from hence 


the ficge of Troy. As for fome other reports 
of Manctho, that he has fuperadded ; not out 
of the Egyptian memorials, bur by his own 
contetfion, from .ftories without authors; I 
fhall take my time to fhew that thofe fancies 
arc nothing more than fables and fictions with- 
out any ground, But we fhall fee now what 
account the Phenicians have given the world 


Book 





of this matter. There are among the Tyri- Tyrian re- 
ans, publick records of great antiquity; and cords ofgrege 
they are fo carefully preferv’d too, that no-ntiquity. 


thing efcapes the regiftry that is worth the re- 
membring. ‘They make mention, among fe- 
veral other confiderable paflages concerning 


ourfelyes, of king Solomon’s ereéting a tem= solomon’s 
ple at Jerufalem, an hundred forty three years temple built 
and cight months before their predeceffors long before 


buile Carthage; defcribing alfo the very mo- 
del of the temple. 

Hxrranm, the king of Tyre, had fo 
friendfhip and eftecm for David, that 


arthage, 


great a The king of 
he lov’d Tyre, ei 


his fon Solomon the betrer, even for the fa- Soloman 
ther’s fake; and asan inftance of the value he 4° friends, 


had for him, made him a prefent of an hun- 
dred and twenty talents of gold, toward 
the ornament of the fabrick, and furnifh’d him 
with the choiceft wood from mount Libanus, 
forthe roofand wainfcot. Neither was Solo- 
mon wanting on the other hand, ina magni- 
ficent return: As, among other acknowlcdg- 
ments, he made him a prefent of Zabulon and 
Naphthali. But the love of wifdom was the 
chicf inducement to that tendernefs of fricnd- 
fhip betwixt them. ‘They exchang’d problems 
one with another, to be refolved; in the folu- 
tion of which, Solomon approv’d himfelf the 
better skill’d, and had the preference. There 


are extant among the Tyrians to this day, di- The teftimo- 
verscopies of the letters that pafs’d betwixt ny of feveral 


them; and for confirmation of what I fay, I 
fhall appeal to Dius an hiftorian, among ‘the 


amous hifto- 


rians, as Di- 
me 
us, a ‘Tyrian, 


Phenicians, of an unqueftionable credit, 


and for onc. 


in his own words. 


ce 
ce 
“cc 
“ec 
c¢ 
ce 
ce 
ce 


“ Hiram the fon of Abibal, fuccceeded his Hi 

. A iram, the 
father in the government. He repair’d and fon of Abibah 
improv’d divers citics in the caftern parts of fucceeded his 
his dominion; enlarged Tyrc, and, by the father. 
help of a dam, join’d it to the temple of the 
Olympian Jupitcr, ftanding in an Ifland, and 
beautify’d ic with many donatives. After 
this, he went up to mount Libanus, to cut 
down wood for temples. 
*¢ ‘We have a report that Solomon the king 
of Jerufalem, and Hiram, interchang’d cer- 
tain riddles tobe unfolded, upon condition, 
that he that fail’d of the folution, fhould in- 
cur a forfciture; and that Hiram, finding 
the queftion too hard for him, paid the pe- 
nalty. But one Abdemonus, a Tyrian, af- 


Manctho 
clears two 
reat points, 


it plainly appears, upon a clear computation, | 


that our predeceflors, otherwife known by the 
name of fhepherds, left Egypt three hundred 
nincty three years before cver Danaus went to 
Argos, tho” the Grecks value themfelves 
mightil upon the antiquity of that prince. 
Wherefore Manctho advances two great points 
for us, outof the Egyptian writings ; onc, that 
our forefathers came over to the Egyptians 
from fome other place; the other, that they 
were gone again almoft a thoufand years before 


ter this, refolved the faid queftion, and 
propos’d new oncs for Solomon to interpret, 
upon the penalty of paying fo much to Hi- 
ram.” ‘This is the fubftance of what Dius 
fay's upon this fubjeét. 

I sHALL come now to Menander, the Ephe- 
fian; an author that has made a collcétion out 
of hiftorical memorials, of the lives. and adti- 
ons of princes both Greck and Barbarians, 
Which, for the better authority of the work; 


Menander a0 
Ephetian. 


he hath extraéted from the records of the fo. . 





* Gr Vitus. 


y An hundred and twenty Jewith talents weighed thirteen thoufand fix hundred eighty feven pounds fix ounces; 
and their value in gold amounted to fix hundred tifty feven thoutind pounds Hnglif money, 
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veral places of which he treats; and having | agree with the reft, in the juttification of our The Chalde- 
pafs’d through the fucceffion of the Tirian | hiftory ; and begin-with Berofus, a Chaldean 2 writers 
kings as far as Hiram, thus he goes on. | by-extraétion, and an author of eminent cre- #8°¢¢ with 


ram came to the crown, and liv’d to enjoy 
* it thirty four years. ‘This prince threw up 
a huge mount that join’d Eurychorus to the 
city of Tyre, and dedicated a golden pillar 
to Jupiter, which was there depofited in his 
temple. He went aiter this, into a foretft, 
to a mountain call’d Libanus, where he cut 
down all the cedar fur roofs for temples; 
demolifhing the old buildings, and raifing | 
others. One he dedicated to Hercules, ano- 
ther to Aftartus ; theformer in the month Pe- 
ritius, and the other when he march’d againft 
the Tityans, for not paying their taxes: but 
upon the reducing of them, he prefently 
return’d. : 

‘© Hrram had at this time a young man, a 
fervant in his houfe, whofe office it was to | 
expound Solomon’s riddles, and his name 
was Abdemonus. From this king’s time 
now to the building of Carthage, the com- 
putation lies thus. 
© BarrEeazar the fon of Hiram, fucceeded 
his-father, and dy’din the forty third year 
of his age, and the feventh of his reign. 
The next was Abdaftartus, the fon of Bele- 
azar; who dy’d in the twentieth of his life, 
and the ninth of his reign; this prince was 
murdcr’d by his nurfe’s four fops, and the 


“Upon the death of Abibal, his fon Hi- the reit. 








dit with all lovers of letters, for the learned 
picces of aftronomy, and the Chaldean philo- 
fophy, which he wrote in the Greck tongue. 


‘Tus Berofus, after the manner of the moft Berofis the 
ancient hiftorians treats of the deluge, and thc hiftorian 


deftruction of mankind, juit as Mofes reports 


it: and of the ark alfo; and how the firft Mae & 


father of our race was preferv’d in it riding 


upon the mountains of Armenia. He runs thro’ 


the genealogy likewife of the fons of Noah; 
their names and their ages, and fo carries on 
the train, from Noah himiclf to Nabulaflar, 
the king of the Babylonians and Chaldeans, 
with an account of this king’s exploits. He 
ue how De fent his fon Nabuchodonofor 
with a mighty army into Egypt and Judea 5 
where Gading the eeople in eb lic: + broke 
In ‘upon them; and when he had conquer’d 
them, and fet fire to their temple at Jerulalem, 
he return’d, carrying away our whole na- 
tion in captivity to Babylon. After this con- 
fufion, the city lay defolate for feventy years, 
till the days of Cyrus:king of Perfia. He 
fays likewife, that the Babylonians were in 
pofleffion of Egypt, Syria, Phenicia and Ara- 
bia; and the king much-a greater prince than 
any of his predeceffors. But we mutt not for- 
get Berofus in his own words: As for exam- 


ple. 


“ Nasurassar the father, fays he, under- Berofis’s ac- 


eldeft of them govern’d twelve years in his 
“ ftanding that his deputy in Egypt, Célc- count of Na- 


place: and aiter him, came Aftartes the 
bulaffar and 


jon of * Deleaftartus, who liv’d fixty fix 
years, and reign’d twelve. After him came 
his brother + Aferymus, who liv’d fifty 
four ycars, and reign’d nine, and was mur-~ 
der’d by his brother Phelles; who took the 
government upon him in the fiftieth year of 
his age, and after a rcign of eight months, 
was flain by one + Ithobalus a prieft of the 
goddefs * Aftarte; who liv’d to the age of 
fixty cight years, and rul’d thirty two. His 
fon Badezor fucceeded him, who liv’d for- 
ty five years, and seign’d fix: and then 
his fon + Matgenus liv’d two and_ thirty 
years and reign’d nine. The next was Pyg- 
malion, who liv’d fifty fix years, and go- 
vern’d forty. It was in the feventh year of 
his reign, that his fifter Dido built Car- 
‘ chage in Africa. So that from the time of 
Hiram to the ercéting of Carthage, we ac- 
count a hundred fifty five years and cight 
months. Now taking for granted that the 
temple of Jerufalem was built in the twelfth 
of king Hiram, it makcs a hundred forty 
three years and cight months, from the raif- 
ing of the temple to the building of Car- 
thage.” 
Che any thing be clearer now, or morc 
pertinent to our purpofe than this teftimony of 
the Phenicians? for our anceftors were un- 
doubtedly come into Judea before they built 
atemple in it; and that temple was not buile 
neither, till they had made themfelves maftcrs 
of the country by the fword; as I have made 
appear abundantly out of holy writ in my hi- 
{tory of the Jews. 

We fhall fee now how 


“* Syria, and Phenicia, was up in arms, being 


** old himfelf, and paft the fatigues of war, jopor. 


** he fent his fon Nabuchodonofor (in the vi- 
“ gour of his youth) at the head of a ftrong 
‘¢ army to bring him to reafon. This prince 
* encounter’d the rebel, defeated him, and 
“ recover’d all the provinces that were en- 
“© gaged in the revole. 

' © Tr happened at the fame time that Na- 
‘¢ bulaffar fell fick at Babylon and dy’d, after 
** arcign of nine and twenty ycars. 
“ not long before the fon had notice of his 


“* father’s death ; whereupon he immediately captive jews. 


“* fettled his affairs in Egypt, and the reft of 
“ the provinces; and committing the captive 
“¢ Jews, Phenicians and Syrians, that had been 
‘* in Egypt, to the care of fome particular 
«¢ confidents, to fte them brought up to Baby- 
© Jon, together with the army and baggagc, 
* he himfelf, and a {mall retinue along with 
“ him, took his journcy for Babylon by the 
“ way of the defart. Upon his arrival, he 
“ found all things difpos’d to his wifh; the 
‘© Chaldeans, and all the great men declar- 
‘¢ ing themfelves for his intcreft, and for the 
© eftablifhing of him upon the throne of his 
¢ father. 

¢ In this interim, while the prifoners were 
“ upon the way, he order’d them the moft 
«© commodious ledelngs of the cicy for their 
“ quarters, and all accommodations to be pro- 
& vided for them. The fpoils of the war 
“were apply’d-with wonderful munificence, 
“ to the enriching and adorning of the tem- 
“ples: as that of Bel, and others, -He caufed 


far the Chaldeans |**-to be ercéted’ a new town for an addition . 


ee 


* Al. Beleaftartus. | Al. Aftarimus, 


‘¢ AL Ithobarus, : 
* She was a Phenician Goddefi, and the fame as Afhtaroth in fcripture, which 
whom in complaifince to one of his concubines Solomon is faid to have built an altar. 


denoteth fleep or, flocks, to 
+ Al. Methinus. 
§ to 


It was Nabuchodo- 











“© to the old one 3 and to prevent the turning 
“© of the river the city itood upon, from the 
** place, in cafe of a ficge, they ran up a Url~ 
‘¢ ple wall, part of it brick, and the reft, of 
‘< brick and bitumen, * about the whole. And 
““ after all thefe fortifications, fuch gatcs as 
‘* might have become the dignicy of a temple. 
*< He buile likewife a glorious palace near 
‘* that of his father’s, bue incomparably_be- 
“© yond it, both tor the vaft capacity of 1¢, 
and the expence. The defcription of it 
“© would be too tedious; but it muft not be 
<- omitted however, that this curious and_ad- 
‘© mirable piece was the work of only fifteen 
‘: days. 

“ ‘Purre were in it alfo feveral artificial 
* rocks, that had the refemblance of moun- 
‘© tains; with nurtfetics of all forts of plants, 
‘+ and a kind of hanging garden, fufpended in 
‘¢ the air by a mott admirable curiofity of con- 
trivance. ‘This was to gratify his wife; 
‘ who being brought up in Media, among 
*- che hills, and in che trefh air, found a re- 
* Hicf in fuch a profpeét.” a 

Tris is what Berofus fpeaks of this king ; 
and there are feveral other things worth tak- 
ing notice of in his Chaldean antiquities, where 
he blames the Greeks for making Semiramis, 
che queen of Affyria, to be the toundrefs of 
Babylon. Now Berofus is the more credible 
in what he fays, for coming up fo near to the 
Vhenician records about the king of Babylon, 
and his fubjeéting all Syria and Phenicia to 

s command.  Philoftratus fays ettectually 
ne fame thing in his fiege of Tyre ; and Me- 
aithenes, in the fourth book ot his Indian 
intury; where he makes this king of Babylon 
to have been a greater and a braver hero 
than Hercules himfelf; adding. withal, over 
and above, that he fubjected the greateft part 
er Libva and Iberia to his dominicn. 

As to what concerns the temple of Jerufa- 
lem, we have the authority of Berofus for it, 
that it was laid in afhes by the Babylonians ; 
aod that Cyrus, who had at that time the ab- 
folute command of Afia, began alterwards to 
rcbuild ic; asthe fame Berofus has it, in his 
third bevk, and in thefe words. 

‘© Wes Nabuchodonofor was juft cnter’d 
‘* upon the third wall, in the torry third year 
“ of hisreign, he fell fick and dy’d._ + Evel- 
‘© Maradoch his fon fucceeded him ; but hav- 
“© ing made himfelf odious to the higheft de- 
“© gree by his exorbitant luits and oppreffions, 
“© he was cut off by the treacherous practice 
“ of Niriglitforor his fifter’s husband, in the 
“© f{econd year of his reign. <Aitcr his death, 
‘© the traitor advanc’d himfeli to the crown, 
‘¢ and kept it four ycars. His fen Laboro- 
“© fardochus came very yeung to the govern- 
“¢ ment, and ccnrinu’d in it only nine months; 
“© being then deftroy’d by the treachery, even 
‘© of his verv friends, who look’d upon him as 
“a youth of vicious and very dangerous in- 
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“* In the feventeenth year of this king’s 
reign, Cyrus, with a mighty army out of 
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Pertia, over-ran all Afia, and fo marching Cyrus over. 


“ direétly towards Babylon, Nabonidus fair- runs «ll Afy, 


*“ ly met him in the field; fought him, and 
“ Jott the battle : only himfelf, and fome few 
“© of his people got into the town of Borfippe. 
“* Cyrus was now before Babylon; makin 
“no doubr, bat upon forcing the firft wall, 
‘* he might carry the place. But upon fecond 
“ thoughts, finding his defign impracticable, 
“© he quicted the ficge, and went back to Bor- 
“ fippe, with a fall refolution to attack the 
“ place. But Nabonidus chofe rather to caft 
“ himfelf upon Cyrus’s mercy, than to ftand 
“© the fhock, and fo upon his fubmiflion, Cy-~ 
‘© rus banifh’d him out of Babylon, and put 
*“ him in the quiet poileffion of an eftate in 
“€ Caramania; wherc he ended his days in the 
condition of a private man. 


Tuese words of Berofusagree exactly with Derofis 


our books: That is to fay, that Nabuchodo- agrees with 


nofor deitroy’d our temple in the eighteenth eur bocks. 


year ot his reign; and in that condition ic 
lay defolate for feven years. In the fecond 
year of king Cyrus, the foundations of ir 
were laid ancw 5 and in the fecond of Darius, 
the whole was rebuilt. We fhall now fub- 
join to the foregoing authorities, fomewhat 


out of the Phenician hiftories ; tor prouls can and fo ds 
never be too many, provided they agree in the Phenici- 


chronology ; and the computation ftands thus. 4s. 


NasucHoponosor laid a ficge of thirteen 
years to Tyre, in the reign of king Ithobal. 
Baal came after him, and rcigned ten years: 
and then they ereéted judges in the place of 
kings 5 as there was Ecnibalus the fon of Baf» 
lech, who govern’d two months; Chelbis the 
fon of Abdeus, ten months; the high-prieft 
Abbar, three months; -+ Mytgonus and || Ge- 
raflus Batus the fons of Abdelimus, fix years ; 
and Balatorus among the reft, one year; upon 
whofe death they fent for Mecrbalus from Ba~ 
bylon, who reigned four years; and upon his 
death they took his brother Iram, who go- 
vern’d twenty years, in whofe time it was 
that Cyrus made himfelf mafter of the Perfian 
empire. Now all this put together, amounts 
to fitry four years and three months. It 
was in the feventh year of Nabuchodenofor’s 
reign, that he began the fiege; and in the 
fourteenth of king Iram, that Cyrus had the 
empire: fo that what the Chaldeans and the 
Tyrians deliver concerning -our temple, docs 
but farther verify our own writings upon that 
fubject. Here is enough faid already to put 
the queftion of our antiquity paft any farther ° 
difpuce, unlefs men will be wilfully blind. 

Bur having to do with a people that will 
have all the world to be Barbarians bur them- 
felves, and allow nothing for authentick, but 
upon the credit of their own authority ; we 
have no other way than to make ufe of our 
very adverfarics, for witnefics on our behalf 


‘* clinations, and fo took him out of the way.| againft themfelves, and to appeal to Greck The Jews 

“© He was no fooner difpatch’d, but the con-| authors in our own juftification. appeal to 

<< fpiracors met; and fo laying their heads} Tuere was one Pythagoras, a Samian, an their very 

“¢ togeth hof¢ Nabonidus for thei inent philofopl d th aq SBemics- 
together, chole one abonidus for ry} cminent philofopher, and the moft celebrated 

*¢ king, being both a Babylonian, and of the! man of his time for piety and wifdom. This 

“¢ fame family. ‘The walls about the river of} Pythagoras was not only well fecn in our pyrhagorss. 

«© Babylon, were finifh’d by this prince. laws, but in many cafes a ftri€t obferver of © ” 





* Bitumen was a thick fat fort of clay or flime, like pitch, found near Babylon, made ufe of in building, inftead 
of a coin being of incredible ftrength and duration, + Ser. Evil-Merodach. q Al. Mytronus. 

: Al. Geraftus. 
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+ See Wormius de Corrupt, antiquat, 





in Anfwer to API ON. 


507 





them, as moft manifeftly appears: Not from 
any thing that he ever wrote, but from what 
others knew, and reported concerning him. 
As Hermippus, for one; avery exact and care- 
ful hiftorian. Hetells a ftory in the firft book 
of his.* Pythagoras, of one Cailiphon of Cro- 
ton, ‘a: particular confident of Pythagoras. 
his: Cailiphon dy’d, he fays, and his foul 
would neverlet Pythagorasreft, night nor day, 
for precepts and inftructions. It gave him in 
charge not to pafs forward at a0 time where 
his afs had ftambled, to abftain from drinking 
muddy water, and to fpeak illofnoman, And 
then he goes on, that this was in imitation of 
the Jews and the Thracians, with an applica- 
tion to himfelf. And it was truly faid; for 
this man incorporated divers cuftoms of the 
ews into his philofophy. ; 
: Our people were Rkewie fo well known in 
places of notc, in times long fince patt, that fe- 
veral cities. do, to this day, retain our rites 
and fafhions; and others reckon them worth 
the imitation, as appears by Theophraftus in 
his book of laws, where he fpeaks of the Ty~ 
rian laws againft {wearing by any flrange God, 
naming the Corban-among the prohibited oaths 5 
that isto fay, in Hebrew, the gift of God: 
And itis only to be found among the Jews. 
Heroporvus. Halicarnaficus was no ftranger 
to our nation neither; for he makes fome men- 
tion of usin his fecond book: Where {peaking 
of the people of Colchos, he has this paflage. | 
< As to the matter of circumcifion, I find on. 
“‘ ly the Colchians, the Egyptians, and the E- ! 
« thiopians to have us’d it of old: But the ; 
“ Phenicians, and the Syrians in Paleftine, own ; 
« the ufe of it from the Egyptians. ‘The Sy-' 
<¢ rians; who border upon the rivers ‘Thermo- 
“© don and Parthenius, and their neighbours | 
«© the Macronians, are reputed to have taken | 
“ it up of.late from the Colchians. ‘There are | 
“ no others that are circumcis’d: And they | 
“© proceed after the manner of the Egyptians. | 
£ Bue for the Egyptians and Ethiopians, I can-: 
“ not fay which had it of the other.” Now 
this author is pofitive that the Syrians of Pa- t 
leftine are circumcis’d; whereas there are no 


a 


an 


nn 


* people circumcis’d in Paleftine but the Jews. 


Now fpeaking this upon knowledge, ‘it muft 
‘neceflarily be intended of the other. - ; 
‘Anp: then there’s # Cherilus, an ancient 
poet, in an account he. gives of the feveral na- 
tions that fought under Xerxes, the king of 
Perfia, againft the Greeks, he makes mention 
of our people after all the reft, in words to 
this effect.: ; Coe 


with.ai admirable grace, . 


Thefe people, their language Tyrian 


Brought up the rear; 


was 3 : = 
Themfelves unknown, the mountains their a- 
bode - as: 
By Salymas, that near a vait lake ftood. : 
‘Their hair cut round, and their heads cover’d 
er 7 
With head-pieces of tann”d horfe-hides they 
wore. ' ; 


From hence it is evident, that {peaking of 
the mountains of Solymaor Jerufalem, and of 
a huge lake at hand there, it can be underftood 


of noother than the Jews who inhabit among 
thotc mountains, and of the lake Afphaltites, 
whichis by much the largeft inall Syria,. And 
fo much for Chcrilus. Neither were the Jews 
barely known to the Greeks, or only to the 
common fort of them,. but likewife to their 
wife menand philofophers of the firft rank ; 
and.that with marks too of a fingular friend- 
fhip and efteem. 

Crearcuus, a difciple of Ariftotle, a peri- 
patetick, and one of the 


Slearchus, a 
reateft men of the difciple of 


feét, perfonates his matter Mm the way of a dia~ Ariftoule, 


logue with Hyperochides, in his firft book of 
fleep, ‘upon the {abject of a Jew of hisacquain- 
tance. - 

“* Ir would be tedious, (fays he) to run 
through the whole hiftory of the people of 
the Jews; and therefore I fhall only give 
you a tafte of this particular perfon’s admi- 
rable wifdom. Hyperochides made an{wer, 
That ic would be the greateft favour he could 
do them. Why then, (fays Ariftotle) I hall 
begin, according to the rules of art and me- 
thod, with what concerns his original or 
profeflion. He was a Jew of the lower Sy- 
Tia, of the race of a fort of philofophers 
that the Indians call Calani, and the Syri- 
ans‘call them Jews, from their country of 
Judea, where they live. heir capital city 
has a hard name, and they call it Jerufa- 
lem. He was a perfon of great hofpitality 
to travellers and ftrangers; andnolefs con- 
fiderable for his difcourfcs and good man- 
ners. Jt was my fortuneto be in Afia, with 
fome difciples of minc; and this heavenly 
man gave us feveral vifits there, to the high 
fatisfaction and improvement of thofe that 
underftood the bleffing of fuch a converfa- 
tion.” ‘This is the teitimony of Clearchus, 
in favour of the Jews, though but by way of 
digreffion. , 

Tuts is the chara¢ter, according to’Clear- 
chus, that Ariftotle gave this Jew; over and. 
above his wonderful temperance and modera- 
tion, in the government of his appetites and 
paffions. "They that havea mind to know more 
of him may read it in the original, without 
running out into fupertluities. 
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' Hecareus the Abderite, a great man both Hecateus the 


for learning and bufinefs, being trained up 4> 


with Alexander the Great, and living with 
Ptolemy king of Egypt, the fon of Lagus, 
wrote an entire tract exprefly upon the fubject 
of the Jews; from whence I fhall briefly’ ex- 
tract fome pafiages that I find for my purpofe, 
and begin with the timing of them. 

- He gives an account of a battle fought be- 
twixt Prolemy.and Demetrius, near Gaza, ele- 
ven years after the death of Alexander, and in 
the :hundred and feventeenth Olympiad, ac- 
cording to Caftor. “ It was in this. Olympi- 
‘ad, (faid he) that Ptolemy the fon of Lagus 
“ defeated Demetrius the fon of Antigonus, 
© otherwife called Poliorcetes, in a battle not 
*¢ far from Gaza.” Now it is agreed on all 
hands;.that- Alexander dy’d in the hundred 
and fourtcenth Olympiad, and it follows con- 
fequently,thatthe Jews were a flourifhing peo- 
ple in the days of that great prince. 

Hecateus fays farther, that after the bat- 
tle of Gaza, “ Prolemy made himfelf master. 
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* Origen, who quotes-the fame place, 


makes it to be in ae Nopoberayv. & es 
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of Syria, and the adjacent places 5 and that 
“ people were fo charm’d with Prolomy’s hu- 
* manicy and good-nature, that a great many 
“ follow’d him into Egypt, for the aflabilicy 
“© of his converfation. “There was among the 
“ eit, one Hezekias, a high-pricit of the 
“© Jews, and a perfonof the firtt quality among 
«: hiscountry-men: fixty fix years of age, a wile 
“ man, anda powerful {peaker; and one that 
© underitood the affairs of the world, as well 
‘© as anv man living. The fame author fays 
“ Jikewife, that the number of Jewifh pricits 
“ who received tenths, and liv’d all in com- 
“ mon, were near fifteen hundred, or therea- 
& bout. 

Axp afterwards, fpsaking again of the 
fame Hezckias; ‘¢ We had_teveral mectings 
“© and conferences, (fays he) with this great 
‘© man and others about him; concerning our 
‘+ differene cuttoms, practices and opinions: 
“ Infemuch that he carry’d us to his habita- 
“© clon, and initraéted us inthe manner of his 
“© people’s government and difcipline, which 
* he fhewedus in writing.” 

Hecatevs proceeds next to the zeal and 
veneration we have for our laws; even to the 
degrse of chuting death, torments and all 
extremities; nay, and fuifering cheertully too, 
rather than be guilty of the lcatt violation of 
them. And then he goes on upon the fubject 
or our paticnce, under ill ufage and reproach. 
« What indignities have thefe people endur’d 
‘© (1ays he) trom their neighbours? How have 
‘© rhey been periecuted by the Perfian kings and 
‘© their officers, and yet ftood firm to the latt 
“ extremity againit all trials? As for initance : 
“* ‘The temple of Bel was fallen down at Ba- 
“ bylon, and Alexander, being at that time 
“© upon the place, had a mind to repair it, and 
** accordingly erder’d all the foldiers to affift, 
“ in carrving timber and materials towards the 
“ advancing of the work. The Jews were 
“ the only people that retus’d, and were fe- 
“ yerely punifh’d for their difobedience: But 
“ when the ting faw nothing would work up- 
“ on them, cut of a generous tendernefs for 
‘© fo brave a conttancy, be gave them an ex- 
‘* emption. Upon their return (lays the au- 
“¢ thor) into their own country, they demo- 
“© lifh’d alithe temples and the altars that chey 
“© tound erected to ftrange gods: For which 
*¢ fomeot them were fin’d and punilh’d, and 
‘© others pardon’d.” ‘This hittorian enlarges 
then upen the wonderful fteddinefs of our re- 
folutions, the vaft multitudes of our people, 
the prodigicus numbers that were carry’d away 
captives by the Perfians into Babylon, and o- 
thers again, after the death of Alexander, 
traniported into Egypt and Phenicia, upon oc- 
cation of afedition in Syria. He fpeaks like- 
wite of the extent, the beauty and the fruit- 
tuinels of our country, (that isto fay, of Ju- 
dea) which he computes atnear three millions 
ct acres, and a moft excellent and fruittul foil. 
And as tothe city of Jerufalem, the fpaciouf- 
nis of it, the numbers of its inhabitants, and 
the model of the temple, he fpeaks to this 
citect : 
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‘© THe Jews have in their pofleffion a great A defeription 
“ many towns, villages and ftrong holds ; but of Jerufalem, 





“ one city above all the rett for largenefs and 
“¢ itrength. Ic is accounted * fifty furlongs in 
** compafs, an hundred and fifty thoufand in- 
“ habitants, and the name of ic Jerufalem. 
“€ In the middle of this city ftands an. inclo- 
* fure of ftone, an hundred + cubits about, and 
** two mighty gates toit, Within this inclo- 
*¢ fure, isa quadrangular altar, made of un- 
** wrought ftones that never any tool touch’d ; 
‘© the fuperficies of it ¢ twenty cubits over, an 
*¢ the depth ¢#ten. Near about it there ftands 
‘© a fpacious building, with a goldenaltar and 
** candleftick init, of twotalents weight; and 
** lamps burning continually night and day. 
“ But for images, plants, groves, &c. as in 
“* othertemples, there was no fuch thing to be 
“ tound. But there are pricfts that pafs their 
*“ time there day and night in great purity, 
** and they drink no wine at all.”? The fame 
author again tells us an odd ftory of a Jew, 
upon an expedition, who ferv’d under one of 
Alexander’s fucceflors, and thefe are his words : 
** As J was travelling one time (fays he) to- 
°° ward the Red Sea, there wasone Mofollam 
“© inthe company, a Jew, and one of our horfe 
“ guard, who was jook’d upon to be very 
** brave, and a famous markfman with a bow 
“and arrow. As they were journeying to- 
“© gether, a fouthfayer, who took upon‘him to 
“© toretel the fortune of their voyage, badthem 
“© all ftand, and they didfo. ‘This Jew ask’d 
** them what they ftood for? Look ye, (lays 
“* the cunning man, and fhew’d him a bird) if 


“© that bird ftands, youare to ftand: If it rifes The power 


‘¢ and flies on, you are to go forward too ; bur 
“¢ if the bird takes its flight the contrary way, ‘ 
‘© you muft all go back again. The Jew, with- 
** out any more words, Iets fly an arrow and 
*¢ kills the bird. ‘The diviner and his com- 
‘© panions fell prefently uponthe Jew, in moft 
“* outrageous terms. Why certainly, (faysthe 
* other) you are all mad, to make fuch a 
** buitle about a foolifh bird. How fhould 
‘© that poor wretch pretend to tell us our for- 
** tune, that knew nothing ofits own? If this 
“ bird could have forefeen good or evil to 
* come, it would have kept irfelf out of the 
“¢ way of this arrow.” But here’s enough of 
Hecateus; and they that defire more of him, 
may fetch itout of the book itfelf. 

Onxyone word now out of Agatharchides 5 
not as any friend of ours, but 1 take him in 
charizy to bene maliciousenemy. ‘ He tells 
“a ftory how Stratonice caft off her husband 
* Demetrius, and pafs’d out of Macedonia in- 
“to Syria, with a defign to marry the king 
** Seleucus. But Scleucus not anfwering her 
** expectation, fhe ftirr’d up a commotion in 
** Antioch, while he was with his army in 
*¢ Babylon. At his return he took Anti- 
“ och, and Stratonice, making away for 
*© Seleucia, was taken, and itcoft her her life.’ 
Now her only courfe had been to have taken 
her paflage by fea: But the was diverted from 
it by adream. Agatharchides, reflecting up- 
on Stratonicc’s fuperftition, takes an occafion 





* Fifty furlongs were fomething more than fix miles and a quarter En lith meafure, ~ : 
+ Au hundred cubits amounted to fomething more than one hundred eighty two Engltth feet, that is threefcore 
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Twenty cubits amounted to fomething more than thirty fix feet, that is, twelve Englith yards, 
-+ Ten cubits were fomerthing more than eighteen feet, thatis, Gx Englith yards, 
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The Jews 
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to treat more at large upon thattopick; and fo 
enters upon an invective againft the Jews. 

“Tue people (fays he) they call Jews, are 
poffefs’d of acity by the name of Jcrufalem, 
“ a place of an impregnable ftrength. They 


“ have a cuftom there of refting the feventh | 


* day,without cither bearing of arms or cil- 
ling the ground, or attending any common 
© bulinefs whatfoever: But they employ it 
“© wholly in their temples, and upon their de- 
*¢ votions, from the morning to the evening. 

“ Proremeus the fon of Lagus made his 
“< advantage ofthis cuftom, and enter’d the 
“< city with an army upon that day. And 
« what was the confequence of it? Why when 
the Jews fhould have been defending their 
“ lives and liberties, their heads were altoge- 
“ thertaken up with the fuperftitious foolery 
“ of not violating their fabbath: And fo they 
deliver’d themfelves up to an infupportable 
tyranny, which taught them, by experience, 
the unwarrantable ‘foundation of fo perni- 
“ cious a’ law: From hence it is that men fly to 
dreams and opinions; never confidering that 
things neceflary are not to be controul’d by 
“ human reafon”? This’ is Agatharchides’s 
way of ridiculing our condnét: But whofo- 
ever pafles a fobcr judgment upon the whole 
matter, will find the proceeding _ grounded 
upon the moft glorious foundation of honour 
and virtue; for what can be more heroical 
than to poftpone life and country to the duty 
we owe to God’sholy laws and religion ? 

Tuers are many hiftorians, *tis truce, who 
liv’d in the fame age with us, and yet fay no- 
thing of us; not out of ignorance, but envy 
rather, or fome other fpiteful paffion, as will 
be made appear. Jerome was a co-temporary 
with Hecateus, and wrote a book entituled, 
Of the fucceflors of Alexander. He was the 
favourite of king Antigonus, and had the go- 
vernment of Syria. Now Hecateus wrote a 
complete volume of our affairs, and Jerome 
has not fo much as one word of us, though 
we did in a manner draw the fame air toge- 
ther. But menaé according to their differing 
inclinations: Some are for tranfmitting the 
memory of the good things that arc in us to 
pofteriry ; and others for fupprefling them to 
the feandal even of truth icfelf. 

Bur we are not yet without evidence, fuf- 
ficient to juftify our claim to the antiquity we 
pretend to; which may cafily be prov’d from 
the Egyptian, Chaldean and Phenician hifto- 
rics, betides the Grecks over andabove: For, 
to omit thofe before mention’d,there’s Theophi- 
lus, Theodotus,Mnafeas,*Ariftophanes, Hermo- 
genes, Euemerus, Conon, Zopyrion, and many 
others, perhaps more than I am aware of, who 
have particularly made mention of us. Now 
the greater part of thefe authors muft undoubt- 
edly be in the dark, as to the hiftory of the 
firft ages of the world, for want of the holy 
{criptures for their guide: But they all agree, 
however, ina common acknowledgment of our 
antiquity; and that’s as much as we defire. As 
for Demetrius Phalereus, the elder Philon, 
and Eupolemus, they are not much out of 
the way, and deferve to be born withal, for 
want of the means of being better inform’d. 

Tuere is yet one article behind that I have 
oblig’d myfelf to clear ; that is to fay, Iam 
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* Jiat. Ariphanes. 


in Anfwer to APION. 


to. difprove all the reproaches and fcandals 
that have been caft upon us, and to expofe the 
authors of them upon the credit of their own 
witnefles ; for they have fpoken ‘as much a- 
gainft themfelves as againft us. But the fpite 
and partiality of -paflionate writers is no new 
thing to men converfant in hiftory: Some ex- 
ercifé their malignity upon whole nations, ci- 
tics, manners, &c. fome, in fhort, upon one 
thing, fome upon another; as ‘Thcopompus 
did by the Athenians, Polycrates by the La- 
cedemonians, and the author of Tripoliticus 
(not Theopompus, as fome imagin) did by 
the Thebans. ‘Timeus hath been very foul alfo, 
both upon thefe people and others; and it is 
ftill theit way to derogate from’ what is moft 
excellent. Some out of malevolence and cn- 
vy, others to get themfelves a name by fer- 
ting up for the authors of extravagant ftorics 5 
by. which means they pafs with fools for wife 
men, and with wife mcn for fools. This is 
theif way of defaming the Jews; and, to gra- 
tify the Egyptians, they endeavour to blaft the 
truth icfelf. 

Tue Egyptians being known to be our ene~ 
mies, there was no better way to gratify thofe 


people, than to difguife and falfity the ftory, (e 


both of our forefathers coming into Egypr, 
and that of their going out again: for they 
hated and envy’d us for many reafons.  Firft, 
for growing fo powerful and confiderable 
while we were among them ; and afterwards 
fo happy when we were from them. ‘The di- 
verfity of religions was another caufe of dif- 
fention; there being the fame difference, in pro- 
portion, betwixt their religion and ours, that 
we find betwixt the divine purity and created 
nature ; for they made Gods of their beatts, 
and worfhipped brute animals, one with ano- 
ther indifferently. ‘This was the doétrine they 
drew in with their mother’s milk, and that 
prepoffeffion, render’d thefe foolifh people in= 
capable of better things. They had a mortal 
hatred for the profelytes that came over to 
us ; and they were fank to fuch a fottith abjec= 
tion of mind, that they made no difficulty of 
contradiGting themfelves, and giving the lye 
to ‘their own. records. ‘This fhall be made 
good out of the authority of a great man of 
their own, whom I have already made ufe of 


in proof of our antiquity. 


Wuenx Manetho was upon his Egyptian Nfaietho’s 
he pafs’d a folemn proteftation that Egyptian hits 
he would faithfully extract ic out of the holy tory- 


hiftory, 


{ctiptures ; “* And fo he prefaces his difcourfe 
“ with a ftory of our anceftors carrying an ar~ 
* my into Egypt, and fubduing the country ; 
“ but that, being driven outagain foon after, 
* they fetcled themfelves in a province that is 
* now call’d Judea, buile a city by the name 
© of Jerufalem, and ercéted a temple.” Thus 
far he follows antiquity. But when he comes 
afterward to give himfelf a loofe, and to de- 
liver vulgar rumours and traditions, (as he 
calls them) the fables he raifes of. us are al- 
together incredible ; for he makes no more of 
us than a rabble of Egyptian lepers, and other 
infeéted perfons promifcuoufly jumbled toge~ 
ther, that were driven out 
uncleannefs. He fancies them a king too, 
the f@titious name of Amenophis ; but was fo 
confcious of the impofture, that he durft not 
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of Egypt for their A foolith fo- 
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venture upon calculating the precife time of 


his reign, as he docs in other cafes; for the 
connexion Would betray him. Under this co- | ‘ 
ver he tacks feveral idle rales to his hiftory, | ‘ 
wherein Ke had almoft forgotten his own rec- | “ 
koning ; that is to fay, that it was now five . 
hundred and eighteen years fince the fhep-| “ 
herds went ont of Egypte toward Jerufalem ; 
for it was in the reign of * Thumofis, that 
they departed. From Thumotis to the two 
brothers, Sethon and Hermeus, the govern- 
ment continucd in a fucceflion for three hun- 
dred ninety three years. ‘* Sethon, he fays, | ¢ 
© was otherwife called Egyptus, and Her- 
©. meus was call’d Danaus, whom Scthon ¢ex- 
“* pelled the kingdom, and then kept the go-j 
 vernment fifty nine years. His eldeft fon 
“ + Rhampfes fuccecded him, and reigned | << 
“ fixty fix years.” Now after owning the 
departure of our predeceffors out of Egypt fo 
miny vears before, he cafts the mock-king 
Amencphis into the roval lift, and makes him 
a prince of divine fpeculations ; like Orus, he 
favs, one cf his predecefflors; and adds fur- 
ther, ‘¢ ‘That he had a mind to fee the Gods, } ¢ 
*- wherein onc Amenophis the fon of Papius, 
‘“ and a prieft of their way, fo far gratify’d 
“ im, that he told him his defire fhould be 
** granted, upon condition that the Kingdom | 
** might be clear’d of all lepers and other un- 
“* clean perfons. This Amenophis, (fays Ma- “ 
* netho) was a perfon of fuch a reputation | ‘¢ 
*- for a holy man and a prophet, that the king j ‘ 
** was overjoy’d at the promife, and_prefently | “ 
‘“€ gathertd together out of Egypt a multitude 
“ cf infirm, foul, and fickly people, to the 
*‘ number of tourfeore thoufand, and fenr 
** thom away to the eaitward of the Nile, to 
‘ work in quarries there, with a mixture of 
“* other Egyptians to whom that fervice was 
“© allotted. There were, (favs he) leprous 
‘* prietts alfo, and Icarned men intermingled 
«© with the reft, 

Maneruo carries it on; that “ This wife 
* heavenly man, in a horror of confcience for 
“‘ what he had done, and in the dread of a 
* judicial vengeance from heaven upon him- 
** felf, for giving that violent counfel, and 
‘© upon the king tor taking it, finding by a re- 
velation that divine juitice, to balance the 
“© tyrannical oppreffion of their fufferings, had 
‘in providence appointed them the govern- 
“ ment of Egvpt tor thirteen years : The prieft 
“ durit not {peak one word of this to the king, 
“But committed the infpiration to writing, 
« and fo laid viclent hands upon himfelf. This 
“ gave the king tcrrible apprchenfions and 
“ anxiety of mind:” And the author goes on 
2s follows, word for word: 

* Tue king being now ply’d with petitions 
*© on the behalf ot thefe miferable people, | “ 
““ and particularly for fome place of retreat 
** where thcy might live fafe and cafy, they | “ 
** pitch’d upon + Avaris, formerly known by 
“‘ the name of Typhon, and the feat of the | ‘ 
** fhepherds. The prince granted them this 
““ boon; and they were no fooner fettled in| “ 
** it, but, finding it a commodious poft for a} “ 
** rebellion, they lifted themfelves under Ofar-| ‘ 
** fiph, a_prieft of Heliopolis, and took an 
‘€ oath of fidelity to him in whatever he fhould 
“© command them; upon thefe preliminary 
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conditions, that they fhould neither wor- 
fhip any of the Egyptian gods, nor abftain 
from any of the meats thar they account 
holy, nor intermarry but with people of 
their own opinion. When they had gone 
thus far, in oppofition to the intercft and cu-. 
ftoms of the Egyptians, the commander pre~ 
fently order’d the fortifying and the wall- 
ing in of the city, and the levying of war 
againft Amenophis ; who taking other pricfts 
along with him, fent an embafly to the fhep- 
herds at Jerufalem, whom king Thumolis 
had forced away out of Egypt; wich in- 
ftruétions to the deputies to advife upon the 
common caufe, and to invite them into a 
league againft Egypt, with a promife to join 
in the confederacy, and receive them into 
Avaris, the feat of their anccftors, where 
they were fure they could want nothing ; 
but they might fight when they found ic 
convenient, and with all the cafe in the 
world make themfelves mafters of the pro- 
vince. They were tranfported with joy at 
this propofal, and immediately drew out 
to the number of two hundred thoufand 
men,and fo marched away outright toAvaris. 
* AMENOPHIS, upon the news of this in- 
vafion, was at his wit’s end what to think 
of the propherical writing the pric Ictt 
behind him, and fo immediately called a 
great council of his princes and people to- 
gether, and fent away all the beaits chac 
pafs’d for facred among the Egyptians, with 
a ftrict order to the priefts to Keep all their 
idols as clofe as poffible. He committed 
his fon Sethon, otherwife called Romafles, 
alter his father’s name Rhampfes, a child. 
of five years of age, to the care of a par- 
ticular friend ; and fo marched away him- 
felf, at the head of three hundred thoufand 
fighting men to encounter the encmy. ° But 
upon fecond thoughts, and a check of con- 
{cience, he wheel’d off without fighting, 
and went his way to Memphis; where he 
and his people took fhipping, and with Apis, 
and the reft of their Gods, fled into Ethio- 
pia. The king of the country, who was in 
alliance with him, gave him and his pcople 
fo gencrous a reception, that they wanted 
for nothing the place afforded, cither provi- 
fions, or habitations, for their entertainment 
and convenience, to ferve them the whole 
courfe of that fatal thirteen years banifh- 
ment. ‘Thus it far’d with the Egyptians in 
Ethiopia ; befide that they had a guard al- 
low’d them upon the frontier, for the fafe- 
ty of their king’s perfon. 

“ Bur in the mean time, the Jerufalem 
auxiliaries made infinitely more ravage in 
Egypt, than they that call’d them in: for 
there was-nothing they ftuck at that was 
either inhuman or wicked; and the very 
{peétacle of their impiety was a calamity 
not to be exprefs’d. The:razing, burning, 
and rifling of towns and villages was no- 
thing to them, without facrilege, and break- 
ing the images of their Gods to pieces over 
and‘ above; moft barbaroufly tearing the 
confecrated creatures, that the Egyptians 


* ador’d, limb from limb 3 forcing the pricfts 


and prophets to be the executioners of them 
themfelvyes,and then turning them off naked.” 
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ur author fays yet farther, “ That the 
“© founder of that polity was one Ofarfiph, a 
“< prieft of Heliopolis, fo called from Ofitis, 
«“ 4 God that was worlhipp’d there; and (he 
“© fays) that this pricft changing his religion, 
© chang’d his name too, and called himfelf 
6 Mofes.”? This is an Egyptian ftory of the 
Jews, but contracted for brevity’s fake, 
Manerno fays yet again, That ‘* Ameno- 
“© phis and his a Rhampfes marched after- 
<¢ ward out of Ethiopia, with two great ar- 
“ mies, encountred the fhepherds and the 
“ lepers, routed, and had the chafe of them 
“ with a very great flaughter, to the borders 
“ of Syria.” This is the account we have 
from Manetho, which is moft ridiculoufly tri- 
vial and childifh, as will evidently appear. 
He gives it for granted, in the firft place, 
that our forefathers were not originally of 
egypt, but came thither from abroad, reduced 
the country, and after that, quitted it. But 
as to our mingling afterwards with the Egyp- 
tian lepers, and Mofes, that led us out of the 
land of Egypt, being one of them, this is fo 
palpable a falfhood, that it will be prov’d out 
of his own mouth to have been many ages be- 
fore. Now this is not only a fiction, but the 
foundation of it as ridiculous, as it is falfe. 
Kine Amenophis, (he fays) had a mind to 
fee the Gods. What Gods I befeech you? 
For the ox, the goat, the crocodile, and the 
baboon, may be feen at any time; and thefe 
are the gods that they worfhip. But if he 
meens ccleftial Gods, they are altogether in- 
vifible. And what was it that put this con- 
ceit in his head now? why, another king, it 
feems, had feen them before. And why might 
not he as well have been told what they were, 
and how they look’d, without any further 
trouble? Very good! but the prophet, they 
fay, who poffefs’d him with this extravagant 
curiofity, was a good and a wife man, and one 
whom the king did very much confide in: that 
is to fay, that he would do a thing impoffi- 
ble to be done. But he fail’d of his end how- 
ever. In one word more ; why muft the gods 
be ever the more invifible at laft, becaufe men 
are cripples, or lepers? they are offended at 
us for ill-manners, not for corporal defeéts. 
And how fhall ic enter into any man’s head 
to imagine, that fo many thoufand difeafed and 
impotent perfons fhould be brought together 
at to fhort a warning? or how came it that 
the king did not follow the direction of his 
prophets; and_ rather banifh them according 
to his order, than condemn them to the mines 
and the quarrics? as if his bufinefs had been 
rather to get workmen than to purge the pro- 
vince. And then he makes the prophet kill 
himfelf in the dread of a divine vengeance, 
and leave the king in a writing the fate of 
Egypt. But how came the prophet not to fore- 
his own deftruétion as well as the reft? why 
did he not diffuade the king from the vanity 
of his fantattical longing ? or to what end did 
he trouble himfelf about a calamity, that was 
not to take place till he fhould be dead and 
one ? or was the mifery he fear’d worfe than 


~ 


death itfelf? but the moft fortith part of the, p 


ftory is yet behind. ., 

“Tue king heard of this, (he fays) and 
“ mightily troubled he was, to think what 
* might come of it.”” And what did he do, I 


befeech you? why, 
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as he fhould have done, of the fick and un- 
clean, he reftor’d them upon their firft asking 
to Avaris, the habitation of their forefathers: 
and there thcy made choice of the high-prieft 
of Heliopolis for their prince and governour. 
and to him they {wore allegiance 3 in parti- 
cular, that they, would neither worihip any of 
their gods, nor forbear eating any of their pri- 
vileg’d meats,but deftroy all as much, as in them 
lay, that the Egyptians efteemed facred, and 
contract no marriages but with their coniede-~ 
rates. ‘Thete were che meafures that the mul- 
titude bound themfelves by oath to live and 
die by. In fine, they fortify’d Avaris, he fays, 
and took up.arms againft the king; fending to 
Jerufalem tor affiftance, with a promife of put- 
ting it into their hands, (as their itation of 
old) not doubting but from thence, upon’a con- 
junction, they might eafily make themfelves 
mafters of all Egypt. He follows the ftory, 
that they advanced-with two hundred thou- 
fand men; but that Amenophis the Egyptian 
king, becaufe he would not fight againit God, 
took his flight into Ethiopia, and took Apis 
and all his deify’d. animals along with him; 
and that afterwards the Jews, breaking in up- 
on Egypt, laid their’ towns wafte, and then fet 
fire both to their cities and temples, pur their 
nobility to the fword, and, fo committed all 
manner of out-rages without diitinction or 
mercy. ‘The prieft, (he fays) that had the 
adminiftration of the government, was a na- 
tive of Hierapolis ; his name was Ofartiph, fo 
called from their God Ofiris, which he after. 
wards chang’d for that of Mofes. He fays 
that Amenophis fell into Egypt, out of Ethio- 
pia, with a mighty powcr, in the thirteenth year 
after his expulfion; and in a battle with the 
fhepherds and .the lepers, gain’d a noble vic- 
tory, cut off great numbers of them, and 
had the purfuic of the reit up to the skirts of 
Syria. 
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Maneruo was not aware here again how , 
: : Notes upon 
unmafterly he tacks his ftories together: For Manetho. 


though the lepers and the invalids might think 
ic hard meafure at firft to be fo treated by the 
king, at the inftigation of the prophet, yer 
when they came afterwards to be eas’d of the 
flavery of the mines, and to be allow’d the 
comfort of a commodious habitation, this fair 
ufage one would think fhould have fweeten’d 
them again: or, if. the averfion they had to 
the king was implacable, why did thcy not 
rather contrive .fome practice upon his perfen, 
than imbroil she publick, where they were all 
fo much concern’d for the fake of their rela- 
tions? But the conteft was with men, not 
with the Gods; neither would they act con- 
trary to the laws they were brought up in; 
fo that now we are to pay ourthanks to Mane- 
tho, fo rdeclaring that the ring-leaders of this 
uproar were none of thofe that came out of 
Jerufalem, but the very Egyptians themfelves, 
and the priefts efpecially, that had ty’d them 
up byoath to what they did. What can be 
more nonfenfical than to fay, that, when they 
faw none of the lepers friends or allies would 
join-with them in the rebellion, or bear any 
art in the risk of the war, they were forced 
to fend fome of their fick people to Jerufalem 
for fuccour? Well! and upon what fcore of 
friendfhip or intereft betwixt them? For they 
were rather to be look’d upon as enemies, in 
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But they came, he fays, at the firft call, upon 
the promife, hope, and expectation of being 
put into the poffeffion of Egypt; as if they 
who. had been beaten out of Egypt had not 
underftood the condition of the place. “Tis 
truc, if they had been in a neceflitous ftarving 
condition, ie might have been worth their 
while; but for people at cafe, and in a much 
more fruitful and agreeable country than E- 
gypt, to run fuch a hazard in favour of their 
own enemics, and thofe fo feandaloufly difeaf- 
ed too, that they would never have been fuf- 
fer’d in a private family ; thefe are extrava- 
ganccs for none but madmen to be guilty of. 
And who could forefee the king’s running a- 
way after all this, at the head of three thou- 


fand men? for that was the number (fays Ma- 


netho) that he brought to Pelufium to en- 
counter the rebels. He charges it alfo upon 


the Jerufalem army, that they fcized the Egyp- 


tians corn and provifions, and brought the 


cor people into great diitrefs by embezzeling 
thes Hore Ave: what could they expeét lefs 


their ftores. 
now from an open and a declar’d enemy ? ef- 
pecially when the Egyptians had already done 
the very fame thing, and bound themfelves by 
cath to continue the fame courfe. 


Wuar fhall we fay then to his ftory of the 


rout Amenophis gave the encmy, with the 


flaughter and purfuit of them to the borders 
of Syria? Does Egypt lie fo onen on all hands, 
and would not they who had the management 


of the war, when they knew Amenophis was 
upon the march, fecure the pafles out of Ethi- 
opia, and draw an army together to oppofe 
him, which might fo eafily have been done ? 
“¢ But he purfued them clofely (fays Manctho) 
€© over all the dry barren fands, as faras Sy- 
** via, and did execution upon them all che 
““ way he went.” A likely matter! to pur- 
fue an enemy with an army over a defart that 
is hardly paflable, even without any interrup- 
tion. Here is enough out of Manetho to fhew 
that we neither had our original from the E- 
gyptians, nor any mixture with them. As 
tor the leprous tainted part of them, we may 
reckon that there died many of them in the 
quarries, more in the war, and great numbers 
in this laft aétion and flight. We fhall pro- 
ceed now to confute what Manetho fays con- 
cerning Mofes. 

‘Tue Egyptians themfelves are all agreed 
upon it, that Mofes was a man of fingular in- 
tegrity and wifdom; and they ftood out at 
nothing, tho’ never fo falfe and infamous, to 
make an Egyptian of him, (that isto fay, their 
countryman) and one of the priefts of Helio- 
polis, who was cxpell’d, with feveral others, 
for a leper. Now it appears from chronolo- 
gy, that Mofes lived ‘five hundred and ecigh- 
teen years before this conjunéture, and con- 
duéted our forefathers ont of Egypt into the 
country where we now inhabit; fo that there 
needs no further proof that he was no leper, 
than what arifes from his own words, 1. e. 
‘That no lepers fhould be admitted into an 
towns or villages, but live apart in a diftin 
habit by themfelves; and that whoever touch’d 
a leper, or lodg’d under the fame roof with 
him, fhould be reputed unclean; and who- 
ever fhould come to be cur’d of that difeafe, 
and reftor’d to his former ftate, he fhould 


pais fome certain purifications, wath himfelf 


vith fountain water, fhave all his hair off, 
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and offer fuch and fuch facrifices, before he 
fhould be receiv’d into the holy city. Now 
if Mofes had been afflicted with this diftemper 
himfelf, he would never have been fo fevere 
upon others for it. 

Anp this ftriétnefs of his was not only in 
the cafe of lepers, but no man was qualified 
for the priefthood who had the leaft maim up- 
on him, or any other corporal defe&; as it 
was deprivation alfo when it happen’d to be 
the cafe of a prieft. Can any man think now 
that if Mofes had been a leper, he would have 
made fuch laws againft himfelf, and fo much 
to hisown fhame and lofs ? As to the change of 
the name at laft, from Ofarfiph to Mofes, what 
affinity does there appear betwixt the one and the 
other ? Where’s the agreement betwixt them? 
Moy in Egyptian is water, and Moyfes is as 
much as preferv’d out of the water; and that’s 
the whole myftery. It is now manifeft, that 
fo long as Manetho kept himfelf to the records 
of antiquity, he was not much wide of the 
truth ; but when he gives himfelf up to ftion 
and fable, there is no longer any conneétion 
in his ftory. . 

I sHALL now advance to Cheremon, another Cheremon, 
Egyptian hiftorian, who fuppofes the fame names other E- 
and perfons, ofAmenophis and hisfonRamefles, eyenen us 
with Manetho. He fays, ‘ That the goddefs 
‘¢ Ifis appear’d to Amcnophis in a vifion, and 
* chid him feverely for fuftering her temple 
“to be ruin’d in the war. And (he fays) 
“* that Phritiphantes, a holy fcribe, fuggefted 
‘* it to the king, thatifhe would clear Egypz 
“ of all people labouring under foul and ma- 
** lignant diitempers, he fhould never be troua 
“ bled again with thofe nightly apparitions. 
“* Upon this there was a call made of impo- 
“¢ tent and infirm wretches, and two hundred 
“* and fifty thoufand of them banifh’d under 
*¢ the command of Mofes and Jofeph, two cf 
the number, and holy men; Mofes in Egy; 

“‘ tian being call’d Tifithes, and Jofeph Pe- 
tefeph. (He fays) that they found at Pelu- 
“< fium three hundred and cighty thoufand 
*¢ men, that Amenophis had left there, refufing 
“ themfa paflage intoEgvpt, that they ftruck | 
“¢ a league, P| join’d in an expedition againtt 

“¢ the Egyptians; but Amenophis would not 
ftand it, and fo withdrew into Ethiopia, 
leaving his wife big behindhim. She thift- 

‘* ed up and down in caves and holes, till at 

“ length fhe was deliver’d of a male child, 

“© that fhe called Meflenes ; who growing up 

“ to man’s eftate, drove about two hundred 

“¢ thoufand of the Jews into Syria, and brought 

<¢ back his father Amenophis out of Ethiopia.” 
Thus far Cheremon. 

THERE needs no more now to overthrow Thefe wri- 
the credit of thefe writers, than to confront ters contra- 
them. ‘There is no reconciling of truth and <ié oneane- 
error, and no dividing of truth againft itfelf. the 
But when men fly to fables and impoftures, 
they write fancy rather than hiftory. Mane- 
tho imputes the banifhment of the lepers to . 
Amenophis’s curiofity to fee the Gods; Che- 
remon to the vifion of Ifis: ‘The former makes 
the prieft Amenophis the advifer to the purg- 
ing of the king’s dominions of the fick people, 
the other fays it was Phriciphantes: and they 
agree every jot as wellin thcir numbers as 
in their ftories: One makes them eighty 
thoufand, the other two hundred and tifty 
thoufand. Manctho again fends the lepers first 
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to the quarties; and after that, tranfportsthem | “: felves to the Gods whom they had offended: 
to Avaris, where they fend to Jerufalem_ for |“ On the day following, there was one. Mo 
help, and make that the rife of the war. Che- |“ fes, (he fays) who advifed them to decamp, 


yemon will have it, onthe contrary, that being | © 


driven out of Egypt, they made ufe of three 
hundred andeighty thoufand men at Pelufium, 
that Amenophis had left there; and with that 
body of men invaded Egypt, and frighted A- 
menophis away into Ethiopia. This he tells 


us, but, (which is wonderful) not one word | “ 
who thefe men were, whence this vaft army: * 


came, whether Egyptians or forcigners, or 
why Amenophis would not receive them. And 
then there’s Cheremon’s dream of Ifis and the 
lepers, Hefays again, that Mofes-and Jofeph 
were expell’d together; whereas Jofeph was 


dead four ages before Mofes’s time, comput~ ; “ 
ing the wholeat about an hundred and feventy | s 
Manetho makes Ramefles, the fon of ; “ 


years: 
Amenophis, a banifh’d man with his father, a 
party in the war with him, and father and fon 
fellow exiles in Ethiopia; but Cheremon 
makes him a pofthumous ehild, and born in a 
cave after the death of his father. In time he 
grows up to be a conqueror, and drives away 
near two hurdred thoufand Jews into Syria. 
What afottifh credulity is this! Without tel- 





‘atid: march onall together till they met with 
*° better accommodation; with a charge todo 
*: no good offices upon the way, nor fo much 


| ** asto giveany man good countel that fhould 


“ defire it; and likewife to break down and 
* deftroy all the templesand altars they found 
in the way. 'Thefe propofals were no foon- 
er approv’d, and the refolution taken, but 
“ the multitude prefently put themfelves upon 
“© the march over the wildernefs; and after 
& many hardfhips, came at laft into a country 
“ that was both drefsd and peopled. They 
“© treated the inhabitants cruelly to the higheit 
degree, burnt and pillag’d their temples, 
and came, in the end, to a place thar they 
now call Judea, and built a city there by 
“ the name of Hierofyla, (according to the 
“ occafion) being as much as to fay, the fpoil 
of holythings: But coming afterwards into 
“¢ power and reputation, they were afham’d 
“ of their own name, and changed Hicrofyla 
“ into Hierofolyma; and call’d themfelves 
“© after their city.” ; 

We have here a thirdking, quite different 


na“ 


¢ 
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ling us what thefe three hundred and eighty . from the two former kings of Manetho and 


thoufand were, or how vother eighty thoufand 


men perifh’d ; whether they fell in battle, or 
went over to Ramefies. But which isthe great- 
eft wonder of all, he does not fo much as tell 
us who theyare thathe calls Jews, orto which 
of the two parties he gives that appellation ; 
whether to the two hundred and fifty thoufand 
lepers, or to the three hundred and eighty 
thoufand at Pelufium. But it would be time 
loft to confute thofe who. confute themfelves : 
And there is no convi¢tion fo ftrong as that 
which comes out of their own mouths: 

I come now to Lyfimachus, a profefs’d fal- 
fifier, as well as the reft; but for the faculty 
of an extravagant invention, fo much beyond 
them all, that he out-does them all with the 
malice of the faétion. He fays “¢ That in the 
“¢ reign of Bocchoris king of Egypt the Jews 
“ were fo leprous, fcabby, and over-run wit 
<¢ foul diftempers, that they prefs’d into the 
“ temples to beg for charitics. There dy’d 
“¢ great numbers of them of contagious difea- 
« fes; upon which there follow’d a famine in 
*: Egy 
& fale the oracle of Jupiter Ammon about this 
“ dearth, and the anfwer was this, That he 
“ fhould purify the temples, by fending away 
“<¢ all unclean and impious perfons out of them 
“ into the defart, and drowning thofe that 
“ were ulcerated and leprous) for the fun it- 
“¢ {elf had a horror for fo abominable a fight) 
“ and this being done, the earth fhould bring 
“ forth fruit again. 1 
“ onthis, calls his priefts and his diviners a- 
“ bout him, and, by their advice, orders the 
* Fick people to be forted together, and de- 
“ liver’d up to the foldiers: ‘Thofe who were 
“ aMfiéted with fores and leprofies, to_be 
“ wrap’d up in lead, and caft into the fea; 
“ and the others to be cary’d into the wilder- 
“© nefs, and there expos’d tobe ftarv’d. The 
“< night coming on, thefe poor people began 
*< to think what to do with themfelves: So 
“ they made fires, fet watches and guards, and 
“ thenext night kept a faft, toreconcile them- 
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t. Bocchoris, inthis diftrefs, fent to con-- 


Bocchoris, prefently up-, 


Cheremon, who, without one word of the 
dream and the Egyptian prophet, went to ask 
counfel of the oracle about lepers and other un< 
clean perfons. He fays, “¢ That the Jews 
“ gather’d together in multitudes about the 
‘* temples.” Doeshe mean the lepers by the 
Jews; as if the Jews were only tainted with 
that difeafe? For ha feems fo to reftrain it in 
calling them thepcopleof the Jews. Butwhy 
does he not tellus alfo whether he means na- 
tives or ftiangers? If Egyptians, why docs he 
call chem Jews ? Or if ftrangers, why does he 
not tell us whence they came? And then again, 
if there were fo many of them dtown’d, and 
the reft..thrown out into defarts, how came 
there to be fo many left, and how came they 
likewife to pafs the wildernefs, poffefs the 
country, ereét a city, and to build the moft 


h | glorious temple in the world ? 


How comes he now again to give us only 
the bare name of our law-giver, without any 
thing of his country, his perfon, or his family? 
And how came he to make fuch extravagant 
laws in his paflage, to the difhonour both of 
Gods and men? Either thefe exiles were E- 
gyptians, or not: If the former, they would. 
hardly caft off their country’s laws on a fud- 
den; orif they came from elfewhere, they 
had undoubtedly certain laws and cuftoms of 
their own, which they could not eafily be in- 
duced to quit. It is likewife to be confider’d, 
that if they had join’d in an oath of confede- 
racy againft thofe who drove them out, they 
might have had a plaufible colour for ic: Bat 
for a company of miferable friendlefs wretches, 
as they own themfelves, To engage in a mortal 
feud and defiance againft all mankind, what 
greater folly could there be inthe world, fave 
only the fi€tion of fo ridiculous a ftory ? And 
yet the conceit of the name, with an allufion 
to thecity, and afterwards changing it, makes 
the foolery all of a piece. But how could the 
name of this city (derived, as he fays, from 
the fpoil of holy things) be look’d upon as ho- 


nourable, in the opinion of its firft sonar 
an 
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and yct become atterwards fo great afcandalto| Greek. But what need many words, for -the 
their pofterity, that they were afham’d to own | expofing of an impofture that has the confidence 
it, and for that.reafon changed it? Now this| to contradiét and to difprove itfelf? Befide 
angry gentleman was fointent, I fuppofe, upon | that, it is high time to put an end tothis book, 
{pite and mifchief, that -he took Hicrofolyma | and pafs to the next; wherein I propound ro 
jor the fame thing in Hebrew, that ic is in | make good my undertaking. 
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* go eas 


WAVING already given fufficient 
A proof of the antiquity of our nation, 
ME upon the. credit of feveral, Pheni- 
\Y cian, Chaldean, and Egyptian hif- 
 torians, together with other Greck 
authors, in: my reflections upon Manetho, Che- 
remon, &c. Alter this right, I fay, done to 
the common caufe, in the foregoing treatifc, 
T fhall now (my dceareft Epaphroditus) turnmy 
difcourfe more, particularly to my perfonal ad- 
verfarics, and to Apion the grammarian, in 
the firft place; if at lcaft fuch a one.may be 
worth taking notice of. _ As to his relations, 
they are vulgar and fabulous, after the way of 
that foul-mouth’d fore of ‘people 5, the air of 
his writings flat dd‘ heavy, palpable igno- 
rance.over and above, anda vein. oF calumny 
running from one end of them'to: the, other , 
a mixture, in fine, that {peaks the compofitor 
to be unmannerly, violenc, and troublefome, 
to the higheft degree.’ But yct confidering 
that there are moré fools in the world than wile 
men, and that fools are better pleafed with 
fooleries ‘than with matters of more gravity 
and weight; and confidering again, how many 
there are.that had rather hear their neighbours 
traduc’d, than well fpoken of; I find myfelf 
under fome kind of neceflity to call this fond 
falfe man to an account for the groffefs of his 
arrogance, in making himfelf judge of the 
caule: But then I have this encouragement on 
the other hand, that people are generally wel 






enough content to fee the mifchicf of malicious 
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{candals and clameurs turn’d upon the heads 

,Asto his very manner of writing, it is fo 
dark and intricate,that there is.,hardly any guef= 
fing at-his meaning, in the confufion, contra- 
dictions, and inconfiftence of his ftories. One 
while he miftakes the hiftory of our forefathers 
departing out of Egypt, the fame way that o- 
‘thers have done, whom I have already confu- 
ted: .Another while, he falls foyl upon the 
Alexandrian Jews, and then launches out intd 
outrages againft the rites and ceremonies of 
our holy temple and worthip. 

Now as to the two points, of our forefathers 
deriving their defcent originally from Egypt, 
and of their being driven out again for any 
foul difeafe, or infectious diftemper, or any 
other reafon of that kind ; [have faid more than 
needed, to the clearing of thofe imputations. 
So thatI fhall only fam up what Apion hath 
added over and above, and particularly in the 
third book of his Egyptian hiftory. “. Mofes, 
“ che fays) was by birth, of Heliopolis, as I 


“have: heard from the oldeft men upon the 
“place, of my time. ‘The people formerly 
had their religious mectings in the open air, 


till Mofes, who .was well-skill’d in the wor- 
“¢ fhip of his cquntry, brought their congre-' 
_gations out of the fields into private houfes' 
in the city, chjoining the people to addrefs 
their prayers itill toward the. fun. . Now: 
with a refpeét to the firuation of the place,’ 
there were, inftead Ps certain pil- 
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“ Jars advanc’d upon the figures of bafons with 
“ engravings upon them ; and the fhadow fal- 
“¢ ling upon thefe bafons, (for all was open 
© above) ftill as the fun mov’d, the fhadow 
“© mov’d along with ic. 

Turs was the rare conceit of our wonder- 
But I fhall rather leave the 


nw 


lous from one confutation of him to the writings of Mofes, 


end co the 
other. 


than take it upon myfelf.. As for Mofes, he 

ives no account, cither of any fuch form pre- 
ferib’d, or made ufe of, at the firft ereéting of 
the tabernacle; or that he ever order’d potte- 
rity to do any thing like ic; neither was Solo- 
men (afterward the founder of the Jerufalem 
ternple) ever aware of any fuch fantaftical cu- 
riofity, as Apion {peaks of. 

-As to the authoritics he cites, of the old 
men, who told him Mofes was an Heliopoli- 
tan, he was too young, it feems, to know it 
himfeif, and therefore confulted fome of his 
cotcmporaries, who, he fays, were well ac- 
quainted with him. Was there ever fo rank 
or fo ridiculous a contrivance? Apion could 
not find out what countryman either Homer, 
or Pythagoras was; though the latter but of 
yeiterday in comparifon. How comes he then 
to be fo politive in the cafe of Mofes, who liv’d 


fo many ages before them; and ali this upon} 


she credit of what he had heard old men fay? 

Anxp thefe hiftorians are no lefs divided, a- 
bout the time of Mofes’s leading the lepers, 
the lame, and the blind out of Egypt. 
nerho makesic to bein the rcign of ‘I'cthmofis, 
near three hundred ninety three ycars before 
the banithing ot Danausto Argos. Lyfimachus 
will have icin the reign of king Bocchoris; 
that is to fay, feventcen hundred ycars before 
Melon, and feverai cthers reckon according 
to their own fancy. But Apion, who fets up 
for the oracle of the whole party, fix’d the 
time precifely upon the firft year of the feventh 
Olympiad, the very year, he fays, of the 
building of Carthage. He makes mention of 
Carthage, as a token that would infallibly 
confirm the truth of his computation. Where- 
as, at the fame time, without confidering 
whathe does, he furnifhes arguments and evi- 
dence againtt himfelf; at Icaftif any heed may 
be given inthis cafe to the Phenician records; 
for we find in that hiftory, that Hiram liv’d 
at leaft an hundred and fitty ycars before the 
building of Carthage, as we have proved al- 
ready out of the Phenician annals; and that 
he had a particular friendthip and veneration 
for Solomon, the founder of the temple at Je- 
rufalem, and contributed materials in abun- 
dance toward the perfecting of that work. 
But Sclomon, in fine, laid the foundation of 
the temple fix hundred and twelve years after 
the Jews went out ot Egypt. 

Ais to the number of the exiles, Apion a- 
grees in the fame falfe account with Lyfima- 
chus, of an hundred and ten thoufand. But 
then the original he gives of the word fabbath, 
is childifh even to admiration. ‘+ When the 
“¢ Jews, Cfays hc) had been fix days upon the 
“* way, they were feized with ulcers, and in- 
“¢ flamations about the groin; and for this rea- 
“© fon they refted the feventh day. And being 
“ now fafely arriv’d in the country, called at 
“ prefent Judea, they gave the day the name 
“* of the fabbath, from the Egyptian Sabbato- 
“¢ fis ; which is as much as to fy, the difeafe 
“ of the groin, as aforefaid”. Ought not an 


Ma- | 


author of this complexion to be-laugh’d at, 
for fuch ridiculous trifling, or exploded for of- 
fering to impofé upon the world, under the 
face and_countenance of hiftory, fuch. inroler- 
able abfurdities, fuch monftrous and inconfif- 
tent improbabilities ? An hundredand ten-thou- 
fand men all labouring under the fame diftem- 
per! And if they. were likewifé blind; lame, 
and languifhing, as Apion elfewhere reports 
them, how was it poffible for fuch an infirm 
multitude to hold out, but fo much as one day’s 
journey, in the defart? And this was not all 
neither, for they were to cut their way thro” 
all oppofition over and above. Is it not an 
unlikely thing, I fay, thar an hundred and 
ten thoufand men fhould all fallillat the fame 
time, of the fame difeafe ? This could never be 
according to the ordinary courfe of nature; 
and it would be the groffeft of blunders to im- 
pute ittochance. 

Ano is itnotan admirable fancy of Apion’s, 
the bringing of an hundred and ten thoufand 
fick and weak men, fafe and found, every 
foul of them, to Judea in fix days? And then 
what a ftory does he tell you of Mofes’s ad- 
vancing up to mount Sinai, berwcen Egypt 
and Arabia, and lying cloie there for.torty 
days; at the end of which, coming down, he 
deliyer’d the law to the Jews? I would fain 
know now, how it is poflible for fuch a body 
of men to march over fo vaft a defart in fix days 3 
or to fubfift forty days in a place that affords 
neither bread nor watcr. 

Hrs trifling with the grammatical reafon of 
the word.fabbath, is trivolous to the laft de- 
gree of impertinence and folly; for there is a 
mighty difference betwixt the two words Sab- 
bo and Sabbatum: By the latter, we under- 
ftand the Jews day of reft; and the other he 
expounds himfelt, to be only the name of the 
Egyptian difeafe. This may pafs for a fupple. 
ment of certain new fables, that Apion has 
fuperadded to the ftory of Mofes; and fo for 
the Jews going out of Egypt, that was never 
heard of before. But where’s the wonder for 
a man to bely other people, who firft clafhes 
with himfelf? He was born at Oafis in Egypt, 
but renounces the place of his nativity to be 
thought an Alexandrian; which fhews what 
opinion he hath of the Egyptians; for that’s 
the name he gives to all people, whom he 
would reprefent tor the worft of men: And 
this isit that makes him take fuch pains to dif- 
guife his extraction, and fhuffle off his original. 
They that glory in the dignity of their coun- 
try, reckon ita point of honour to make good 
their title, and to maintain therights and pri- 
vileges belonging to it, againft all violence and 
intrufion. Now this is the cafe of the Egyp- 
tians, with refpect to us. Eicher they claim 
country and kindred of us, on the one hand, 
where they pretend to value themfelves upon 
that relation: Or where they take thernfelves 
to lic under a fcandal, they are willing, on 
the other fide, that we fhould bear our part 
in the reproach. But Apion manages all his 
outrageous paffions againft us, as if his bufinefs 
were to gratity the Alexandrians, for allow- 
ing him the freedom of their city ; well un- 
derftanding the mortal feud there was at that 
time betwixt them and the Alexandrian Jews; 
and ftill, though he pretended to expofe only 
one fort of Jews, the venom of his calumny 
and malice extended to the whole race. = 
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Bur what were the grievous and intolera- 
ble indignities all this while, that he charges 
with fo-much bitterhefs upon the Alexandrian 

ews? The Jews, fays Apion, upon their com- 
ing out of Syria, fettled themfelves along the 
coait, at a place within the wath of the tide; 
but no port at hand for a veffel to ride in. 
Well! and was not Apion much to blame now 
to caft a fcandal upon fo famous a city; and 
a city he fo much glory’d in (how vainly and 
falfely foever) as the place of his nativity ! 
For that quarter is a. dependency upon Alex- 
andria, and univerfally reputed a moft com- 
modious habitation. If the Jews took it by 
force, and fo maintain’d it againft all oppofi- 
tion, fo much the more to their honour. 

Bur to deliver the plain truth of the mat- 
ter, 1t was Alexander the great that put the 
Jews into poffeffion of it, and granted to them 
the fame freedoms and immunities with the 
Macedonians themfelves. But what would 
Apion have faid now, if, inftead of an efta- 
blifhment in this royal city, they had had their 
refidence allotted them at Necropolis ; and if 
their tribes were yet call’d Macedonians to 
this very day? But either Apion hath read the 
epiftles of king Alexander, Ptolemy the fon 


of Lagus, and the fucceeding kings of Egypt, | 


the infcriptions that Cefar caufed to be engra- 
ven upon the pillar at Alexandria, in memory 
of the privileges by him granted to the Jews: 
Apion, I fay, hath either read thefe memori- 
als, or he hath not; if the former, he muft 
needs be a very ill man to write things fo con- 
trary to his knowledge ; and if the latter, he 
has forfeited his credit, for undertaking a fub- 
ject he was ignorant of. 

Anp his wonder and admiration at the 
Jews calling themfelves Alexandrians, argues 
no lefs ignorance ; for do we not know that 
all colonies take their names from the firft 
founders? To prove this we fhall not need to 
look out for foreign inftances, having fo many 
nearer home. The Jews of Antioch we call 
Antiochians, our forefathers being made free 
of that city by king Seleucus; and fo the Jews 
of Ephefus, are called Ephefians, and thofe 
of Ionia, Ionians: to which right they ftand 
entitled by the fucceffive privileges of former 
grants. And this is a grace that the ftate of 
Rome hath vouchfafed, not only to particular 
perfons, but to whole provinces and nations. 
How came the ancient Iberians, the Tufcans, 
and the Sabines to be called Romans elfe? 
Now if Apion will not allow the benefit of 
this common liberty to others, why does he 
claim it to himfelf, in taking upon him the 
name ofan Alexandrian ? What pretence hath 
any man (according to his rule) who was born 
in the inland part of Egypt, to write himfelf 
an Alexandrian, and efpecially an Egyptian ; 
thofe people being the men of the whole world 
to whom the mafters of it, the Romans, re- 
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ther honour and refpe&t. Alexander, fays He- 
cateus, had fuch a tendernefs for the modefty 
and loyalty of the Jews, that, befide other tig- 
nal bounties, he gave them the province of 
Samaria, over and above, tax-free. 

Arrer Alexander, came Prolemy the fon And f with 
of Lagus ; who had every jot as good an opi-~ Ptolemy the 
nion of the Alexandrian Jews, as his prede- fonof Lagus. 
ceflor, and into their hands he committed 
the truft of all the forts and ftrong holds in 
Egypt. And for his better fecurity, he planted 
Cyrene, and other cities of Libya, with thefe 
people. 

Proremy Philadelphus fucceeded Ptolemy Prolemy Phi- 
the fon of Lagus; who did not only fet al] Jadelphus. 
the Jewifh prifoners at liberty that he had in 
his country, but remitted them feveral duties, 
and other fums of money; and, which was 
more than all the reft, he contracted a pafli- 
onate inclination to be inftruéted in our laws 
and cuftoms, and in the holy myfteries of the 
facred fcriptures; infomuch that he prefs’d 
earneftly for interpreters to be fent him in or- 
der to his better information. Now for the 
more {peedy advance of the work, the care 
of it was committed to Demetrius Phalereus, 

Andreus, and Arifteas (no common men): De- 
metrius the miracle of his age for learning and 
virtue, the other two, captains of the guards 
of his body, to whom was committed the 
care of the work. It was not to be thought 


now, that this prince could ever have had fuch 
a veneration for the Jewith laws and cuftoms, 
and for the piety and wifdom of our forcfa- 
thers, without a fuitable reverence and affecti- 
on for the profeffors of thefe holy rules and 
methods. 
in that hiftory,if he did not know that the 
Jews were highly in favour with almoft the 
whole race of the Macedonian kings. 


But Apion muft be very little read 


Tue third Prolemy (called Euergetes ) Prolemy 


having made himfelf mafter of Syria by force, Buergetes. 
paid: no folemnity of acknowledgments for 

his vi€tory to the Egyptian Gods, but facri- 

fic’d, and gave God thanks in the temple at 
Jcrufalem, after the manner of the Jews. 


Proremy Philometor, and the Queen Cleo~ protemy Phi- 


patra, committed the charge ofthe whole go- lometor, 
vernment to Onias and Dofitheus, who were 
both Jews. Apion meanly derogates from the 
action; whereas he fhould rather have thank’d 
them for preferving that Alexandria, whercof 
he very falfely pretended himfelf to be 4 ci- 
tizen. For when Egypt was up in a rebellion, 
and upon the very brink of being irrecover- ~ 
ably loft, thefe two Jews fer all right again. 
Soon after this, Onias enter’d the place (fays 
Apion) with a fmall army, in the prefence of © 
Thermus the Roman embaflador: and this is 
all he fays of the exploit, tho’ it cantor be 
deny’d to have been a brave and a generous 
aétion. 


Uvon the death of this Prolemy Philome- Eee ehy 


tor, Prolemy Phyfcon the fon, marched out fcon facceeds 
of Cyrene, with a defign to force Cleopatra * ey Phi- 
andthe king’s fons out of Egypt, and ufurp Phofcon 
the kingdom to himfelf. Upon this ground makes war 
it was that Onias made war upon Phyfcon, in upon Cleopa- 
defence of Cleopatra, like a true friend toa ae mate 
crown’d head, as well in’adverfity’ as in pro- pre Te ce. 
But there never was amore remark- 

and’ juftice than 





fafe this liberty ? But our envious hiftorian, 
lying under an incapacity of pretending to this 
advantage himfelf, turns his difpleafure againft 
thofe that are in a rightful pofleffion of it. 

In the ereéting of this’ city, Alexander 
made ufe of the affiftance and fervice of the 
Jews; not for want of men, but in, the tefti- v 
mony and approbation of their faith and in- | {pericy. 
tegrity, and with a refolution to do them far- | able inftance of God’s power 


The Jews 
highly in fa- 
Your with 
Alexander. 


* This part of the Greek copy is loft, and the vacancy fupply’d out of the Latin, ea 
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upon this occafion, For when Prolemy was 
ready to join battle with Onias, he caus’d all 
the Jews in Alexandria, men, women and chil- 
dren to be {tripe and bound, and fo thrown 
naked to the elephants to be trampled to 
death ; and the beatts were made drunk too, 
to inflame their fury. But in the conclufion, 

A miraculous and beyond all expeétation, the elephants 

providencein quitted the Jews, and turning their rage an~- 

favour of the Grher way, they deftroy’d a great many of 

JEN Prolemy’s beit friends. In this inftantof time, 

there appeared to him a hideous figure, with 
a menacing precaution to him to leave perfe- 
cuting the Jews; and the favourite mifirefs of 
all his concubincs, (fome call’d her Ithaca, 
others Hirene) joining in the fame office of 
mediation, the interccfiion wrought fo effec- 
tually upon him, that henot only granted the 
requeit, but heartily repented himfelf of all 
the cruelties that he had either actually com- 
mitted or intended. Thisisa truth fo notori- 
cus, that the Jews of Alexandria keep to this 
dav an anniverfarvy feftival in memory of their 

- deliverance. And yct fuch is the fpiteful ma~ 

levolence of Apion, that enemy of mankind, 
that he takes upon him to reproach the Jews 
for joining in this war againit Phyfcon, as an 
impicus action; whercas he fhould rather have 
extoll’d it as a laudable piece ot juftice. 

oy Asp fo for the Jaft Cleopatra that reign’d 
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:1ut in Alexandria, how does Apion celebrate that 
gucen, and Jay all the blame at our door, on- 
ly becaufe the was ungratcful to us? Why does 
he not expefe her in the lewdnefs of her life 
and manncrs, in her iniquity and falfenefs to 
the tendereft of husbands, friends and rela- 
ticns, to the Romans in gencral, and to her 
imperial benefactors? Did fhe not caufe her 
own fiker Arfincé to be put to death in the 
temple without acrime? Did fhe not as trea- 
chereufly murder her brother? Did fhe not 
rine the temples of the Gods of her anceftors, 
andthe {cepulchres of her forefathers? Did fhe 
Got receive her kingdom as 2 bounty from the 
hand of the firft Cefar, and afterwards rebel 
againft his adopted fon and fucceffor? What 
was it burt Cleopatra’s charms and philtres 
that debauch’d Anthony, end made him a 
traicor both to his country and to his friends? 
Some princes fhe dethron’d, others again, fhe 
made the paffive inftruments cf her iniquity. 
To pafs now from her ingratitude, lewdnefs, 
inhumanity and avarice,.to that infamous 
meannefs of fpirit that fhe fhew’d at the naval 
battle cf Adtium, where fhe abandon’d even 
her belov’d Anthony himfelf, and the father 
of many children by her; and her forcing him 
to deliver up his army and his honcur, and all 
this to follow her. Could any thing be mcan- 
er, or more contemptible? In fine, upon Ce- 
far’s taking Alexandria, fhe was tranfported 
to fuch adegrce of rage, that fhe valu’d her- 
felf upon the merit of a mercilefs barbariry: 
Infomiuch that fhe rcckon’d it would have 
made fome amends for the lofs of the town, if 
fhe could but have put all the Jews that were 
init to death with her own hand. Now if it 
be again, as Apion reports, that Cleopatra re- 
fus’d corn to the Jews in atime of famine, 
why does he charge that upon us as a difgrace, 
which in effe&t redounds to our honour? But 
Cleopatra receiy’d the juft reward of her evil 
doings. : 
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_ Anp whatcan we do better now for our own The Jews 
Juftification, than to appeal to Cefar himfelf, Pere? eo 
the publick decrees of the fenate of Rome, SAR 
and the tettimonials of Auguftus Cefar? Which of their loy- 
will all bear us witnefs of the faith and: crue alty. 
allegiance we have ever paid to the empire; 

and particularly in the war againft the Egyp- 

tians. : 

Now thefe are the pieces and the authorities 
that Apion fhould have confulted, if he would 
have done us right. He fhould have examin’d 
what opinion Alexander himfelf and other great 
princes had of us; all the Prolemies, the fe- 
nate, and fo to the mott illuftrious of Roman, 
emperors. If Germanicuscould not fupply all. 
the Alexandrians with corn that wanted. it,. 
this was no fault of the Jews, but the infclici- . 
ty of a barren feafon, or ahard year. For no 
body cver doubted the good affedlion of the - 
emperors toward the Alexandrian Jews, neci- 
ther were they deny’d wheat any morc than 
their neighbours; but, onthe contrary, they 
found credit upon all occafions, as in the com- 
mand of the river and other confidcrable paf- 
fes; and they were trufted, in fine, in all 
places and matters of moment, beyond other- 
people. 

Bur then, fays Apion, if the Jews be citi- 
zens of Alexandria, how comes it that they do 
not worfhip the fame Gods, and embrace the 
fame religion with the reft of their fellow citi- 
zens? Now to anfwer you in your own way 3 
how come you, whoare all Egyptians, to fall 
foul on one another, and to have irreconcile-~ 
able differences in opinions inthe matter of 
worfhip? Shall we pronounce you prefently to 
be no Egyptians for this? Or fhall we doubt, 
on the other hand, whether you are, intruth, 
men or no, for taking fo much pains to breed 
up beafts, even contrary to nature, and then 
for worfhipping them when you have donc? 
Whereas our people live in union and agrec- 
ment. Now if youare fo divided among your- 
{elves, what wonder is it if the Alexandrian 
Jews, who came thither from abroad, ftick to 
their old laws itill, how different foever from 
yours? 

Bur Apion will have it again, thar all the Apion im- 
broils and commotionsin the ftate there, were putes ull the 
occafion’d by thefe difagreements in matters of tate factions 
religion betwixt the Alexandrian Jews and an- Hath 
cient inhabitants. Now if this imputation the Jews.” 
holds good againft the Alexandrian Jews, why 
not as well againft all other Jews elfewhere 
too? For wherefoever we are difpers’d, we 
are neverthelefs all ofa piece. So that he that 
looks narrowly into thefe turbulent revolutions, 
will find them occafion’d enly by fuch as A- 
pion himfelf: For fo long as the Greeks and 
Macedonians were in this ciry, the Jcws had 
the free exercife of their religion, and the 
people lived all quietly and happily together. 
But asthe Egyptiansmore and more cncreafed, 
fo the times in proportion grew more and more 
troublefome. But the Jews all this time con- 
tinu’d the fame, throughout all changes ; 
while the other, having ncither the conftancy 
of the Macedonians, nor the prudence of the 
Grecks, ftirr’d up all thefe broils: And beirg, 
over.and above, poifon’d with the ill habits and 
practices of the Egyptians, and irritated ‘by the 
averfion they had tor the Jews. ‘Thefe. were 
the people, I fay, that gave the rife to all our 
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confufions: So that we are only charg’d for 
the errors and mifcarriages of our very accu- 
i The Jews fers. Apion is likewife pleafed to vilify us as 
m vilify’dby | ftrangers, tho’ fully qualify’d with the rights 
Ae ted by of freemen; and yet our adverfaries at the 
Jorephus. fame time fet up for citizens, without the leaft 
colour. of a pretence or title to that privilege. 
We do not read that any prince in the hiftory 
of former times, or that any of the late empe- 
rorsever granted letters of freedom to. the E- 
gyptians. But the firft who introduc’d us to a 
right to that claim, .was Alexander the Great, 
and the grant hath been fince enlarged. with 
additions by other kings; and fince that again, 
continu’d and confirm’d to us by the Romans. 
| rhecafe of Aprton takes occafion. to lay great blame 
4 T von ima- Uponusalfo, for not fetting up images and fta- 
oe - . tues in, honour of theemperors; as if they 
could not have taken notice of this themfelves, 
without his intermeddling on their behalf.- 
Now. inftead of arraigning us, he fhould ra- 
ther’have celebrated the.generous courtefy of 
the Romans, in allowing their fubje¢ts the free- 
dom: of their own religion, without extorting | 
from them fuch honours as. they could not pay 
them with a good confcience; fo that they con- 
rented themfelves with. thofe refpeéts which 
might be honeftly render’d them. It is the 
good-will that ftamps the obligation, and fets 
a value uponthe benefit, without the interven- 
tion cither of neccffity or violence. Well! 
Butit isa common practice, you will fay, both 
with the Greeks and other nations, to fet.a 
high efteem upon the pictures or images of their 
fathers, mothers, children ; nay, and of ftran- 
gers fomctimes, and fo to their very fervants, 
&c. And fhall men grudge a defterence of 
the fame kind and quality to their lords and 
mafters? My anfwer is, That ours is a quite 
different cafe, with refpeét to our venerable 
lawgiver, who hath politively forbidden us 
the ufe of all images, and of any creature 
whatfoever, cither animate or inanimate. And 
he did not this in any profpeét of derogating 
from the dignity of the Roman empire; but 
he would not fuffer any corporeal image or 
reprefentation to be made of an invifible and 
an incomprehenfible God. But weare not yet 
forbidden the paying of a reverence to good 
men, in the next place to God himfelf; as in the 
cafe of the emperors and the people of Rome, 
for whofe welfare and profperity we offer dai- 
ly facrifices, at the charge of the publick, and 
for no other mortals under the fun. 

Tuis may ferve for any anfwer to Apion’s 
extravagances about Alexandria; but not 
without admiration at the confidence of Pofi- 
donius, and Apollonius Molon, who furnifh’d 
the materials, and charge us for not worfhip- 
ping the fame gods withother people. To fay 
nothing..of numerous fcurrilous ftories upon 
that fubjeét, even to the degree of blafphe- 
ming and ridiculing ourvery temple itfelf, and 
without any check of confcience for what they 
do: Not but that a falfiry of any fort is one 
of the moft unmanly of vices, and moft unbe- 
coming of gentlemen; but efpecially where 
the f{candal of it falls upon a holy temple, fo 
famous all over the world for the exemplary 


- gion; the image (he fays) of an immenfe va- 
= lue was found depofited in the treafury, and 
2 carry’d away by Antiochus Epiphanes,’.up- 
on the rifling of that facred place.’?...Now 
my anfwer to Apion is this: That fuppofing 
the ftory to have been a truth, it would not 
yet look well out of the mouth of an _Egyp- 
tlan to reproach us with-it; for an afé:is not 
one jot more fcandalous than a goat or a,wee- 
zle, or feveral other beafts which the. Egyp- 
tlansadore. How could any man be fo ‘belor- 
ted how as to believe himfelf, in fo incredible 
an impofture, with twenty- grofs contradic- 
tionsin the face of. him? Have we not ftill 
govern’d jourfelves from time to time..by-the 
fame, laws and cuftoms, without ever fhifting 
or changing? And tho’ Jerufalem hath borne 
her part in the common fate of other cities, 
and fallen into the hands of enemics over and 
over, -as. Theos, Pompey the Great, Licinius 
Crafius,. and of Titus. Cefar now at laft, cem- 
ple and all, there was no talk of an afs’s head 
found there, nor. of any, thing extraordinary, 
but the. purctt . piety,and. the enfigns of .it,. 
which. will not be.praperly a fubject for this 
DIREC tdi F i hon oe po eae ey 
As for Antiochus, -his. pilaging of ‘the .tem- TY 1 
ple was a faithlefs and a. perfidious action. He ; eae 
didnot mafter it asa-fair enemy, but asatrea~ le of Anti+ 
cherous friend, and a ‘traitor to his allies. , He ochus. 
wanted money,, and thus he fupply’d his necef- 
fities, like;a common thief by robbery: But 
in fhort, -we have many grave hiftoriaris robear 
us witnefs, that there was nothing found, as 
he pretends, upon. the rifling of it, to make 
the party or the caufe ridiculous. As among 
others, ‘I may reckon Polybius the Megalopo- 
litan, Strabo ‘the Cappadocian, Nicolas the 
Damafcen, Timagenes, Caftor the chronolo- 
ger,.and Apollodorus; who do all agree, that 
Antiochus being very neceflitous, broke faith 
with the Jews, and robb’d the temple ofa pro- 
digious mafs of gold and filver. Now if A- 
pion had: not had the heart of an afs, and the 
impudence of a dog,. two of the gods ufually 
worfhipp’d by them, -he. would have taken 
thefe ,circumftances into confideration. But 
we are not yctcome to have that veneration for 
our affes, that the Egyptians have -for their 
afps and crocodiles ;, wherein they are fo fu- 
perftitious, that whofoever is ftung by the one, 
or{natch’d away by the other, thcy reckon he 
goes immediately to the gods. But affes are 
to us the very fame: thing they are to other. 
wife men: We make ufe of them to carry our: 
burdens, and do our drudgery; but if ‘they; 
{poil the corti, or will not do as they fhould 
do, we correét them with blows..: 0 
Now. after all this fpite and calumny, Api- 
on’sinventions have been either fo ill laid, or 
fo ill put together, that he could never ger’ 
credit enough in the world yet to do us any 
hurt. But there is another malicious ftory ftill 
behind, that pafles all the reft, and he bor~ 
row’d it from the Greeks: We fhall- nor. need. 
to fay more of ic than this, That they know 
little of what belongs.to piety or holy things, 
who do not underftand, that the prophaning of 
a.temple by walking through it,-is-a‘ much 
‘ folemnity of an orderly devotion. . : {more pardonable offence, than the railing: of 
Afenfeles Sf In this holy place (fays Apion) the Jews |{candals againft religious men, and _reile¢ting 
tale of an afs © had the golden head of an afs of very great \ indignities upon thofe who ferve at the altar: 
yitha golden “¢ value 5; which head the Jews worfhipp’d, |But it:was their bufinefs rather to -palliate a 
ne s¢ and it was adeity anfwerable to their reli- |facrilegious and a. pions prince, by. impu- 
Q. ting 
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A fantattical 
encounter 
berween An- 
tiochus and 
a Grecian. 


FELAVIUS JOSEPHUS 


ting what he did to his neceffities, than to do 
right to us, and our temple. = a 
Aptown fays farther, “ That Antiochus, 
** upon entring the temple, found a man In 
“ bed there, with atable before him, fet out 
“with all the delicacies that cither fea or 
*¢ Jand afforded. This man was fo furpriz’d 
“© at the encounter, that, looking upon Antio- 
“* chus as his good angel, and one that came 
© eg refcue him, he threw himfelf at his feet, 
** and in a pofture of adoration, implor’d his 
“ affiftance. ‘The king bade him {peak freely, 
“ and tell him what he was; how he came 
“ thither, what he did there; and finally, 
“* what was the meaning of that treat there 
* upon the table. ‘The poor man, upon this, 
““ burit out prefently into a paffion, and with 
“© fighs and tears gave him this aniwer. 
“Tas (fays he) a Greck; and as I was 
*- wandring up and down this country fora 
*© livelihood, I was taken up at unawares by 
** fome outlandifh people, who brought me 
“to this place, and fhut me up here, with 
“* order not to Iet any creature come at me. 
“ Twas at firft well enough pleafed with an 
“© entertainment fo much beyond my expecta- 
“ tion: but upon fecond thoughts, finding my- 
““ felf a little fufpicious and uneafy, I found- 
** ed fome of my keepers to know what might 
“ be the meaning of this way of proceeding, 
* and the refolution they gave me was this ; 
‘© That the Jews had a law or cuftom among 
“* themfelves once a year, upon a certain day 
*© prefix’d, to feize upon a Grecian ftranger: 
“© and fo when they had kept him a fattening 
“ for one whole year, to take him out into a 
“ wood, and offer himup for a facrifice, ac- 
“ cording to the folemnity of their own forms; 
“ taking a tafte of his blood, with a horrid 
“© oath at the fame time, to live and die mor- 
‘© tal enemies to the Greeks: atter which, they 
“© caft the remainder of this mifcrable carcafs 
*‘ into a ditch. The Greek told Antiochus 
“ likewife, that his time was within a few 
“ days of being expir’d ; adjuring him by the 
“© veneration he had tor the Grecian Gods, to 
“ deliver him from that inhuman treachery of 
** the Jews.” ; 
Tuts cragical invention was carry’d on to 


the higheft pitch of fhamelefs cruclty; but | 
not fo tar yet, as to difcharge Antiochus of the ' 
facrilege in any fort, as thofe parafites would | 


have had it, who trump’d up this ftory in his 
favour. For it was not upon the Greck’s ac- 
count that Antiochus enter’d the temple ; but 
he found him there after he was in, without 
any foreknowledge of the matter; fo that it 
was a wickednefs in his heart, not to be war- 
ranted upon any falfe pretence whatfoever, as 
will appear manifeftly from the thing itfelf. 
Wow the difference is much greater berwixe 
our laws and the Egyptians, and thofe of fe~ 
veral other nations, than betwixt us and the 
Greeks ; or where is the country, in fine, that 
has not people of all religions fome time or 
other to pafs thro’ ic? and how comes it now 
at laft, that this fantaftical barbarity fhould 
be exercis’d only upon the Greeks ? or how is 
it poffible that the Jews fhould all join in the 
folemnizing of thefe facrifices; and fo many 
thoufands, as Apion numbers them, have eve- 
ry one a morfel out of the carcafs of one mi- 
ferable wretch? and then how comes it that 


we have not the name of this perfecuted Greek, | 


Book If 


whoever he was; and that Antiochus did not 
fend him back again in pomp and ftate, into 
his own country, which would have given him 
the. reputation of a prince of piety anda ‘truc 
lover of his people, befides procuring him the 
alliance of all other nations, who wou’d-have 
‘readily join’d him againft the power and ha- 
tred of the Jews? | 
Bur there’s no working upon fools by ar= No cony; 
ument, without the demonttrative evidence cing of a fort 
of fenfe and faét. Now there is not any man but by de. 
that ever faw this temple of ours, but can wit- ™omfration. 
nefs the care that was taken, by inviolable laws 
and provilions, to order every: thing in purity 
and perfeétion. It was divided into four partiti~ A deferipri. 
ons, and a guard appointed for each of chem a- on, and a di. 
part. ‘The firft divifion was open to all comers, Villon of the 
ftrangers and all,without any referve ; only wo~- a 
men excepted in their monthly courfes; Jews and 
their wives (that isto fay, clean and purify’d) 
were admitted into the fecond; and male, Jews 
purify’d in like manner, into the third. ‘The 
fourth was only for the priefts in their facerdo- 
tal habits: and none but-the high-pricft, in his The rues 
pontifical robes peculiar to his dignity, to en- and methods 
ter the holy fanétuary: nay, fo {trict and punc- of the Jewish 
tual were they in all the niceties of form and Soup ae 
decorum, that the very priefts themfelves could “'“'P™"™* 
not have admittance but at fuch certain hours. 
Uron the opening of the temple in the 
morning, the priefts that were to officiate, at~ 
tended and enter’d; and fo at noon, upon 
the fhutting of ir upagain. ‘There was in the 
temple an. altar, a table, a cenfer and a can- 
dleftick, according to the direction of the law 5 
neither was it lawful to carry into it any other 
velfel. There was no eating or feafting, nor 
any thing at all done in myftery, but in the 
face of the whole congegation ; and all rhings 
in fuch method too, that tho’ there were four 
tribes of pricfts, and in every trite upward of 
five thoufand perfons, they took their curns 
yet of atrendance upon their fez and certain 
days; and to fucceflively, as one went off, 
another came on: and then about noon, meet- 
ing all together in the temple, they deliver’d 
up their refpective trufts one to another: fome 
difcharging themfelves of the keys, others of 
the vefiele. and without bringing any thing 
| at all into that holy place that belongs to meat 
or drink: for it is net lawful to offer any 
thing upon our altars, but what is provided for 
the facrifice. What then can we call Apion’s 
writings but an heap of inconfiftencies and im- 
probabilitics, put together at a venture with- wo whine & 
out any regard to truth or falfhood; which is foul as purti- 
certainly the fouleft thing that can be faid of ality in un 
!any man who fets up for an hiftorian, or a hillorias. 
| lover of letters? befide that at the fame time, 
iwhen Apion publifhes his fpitcful invectives 
‘ againft us without any foundation, on the-one 
hand, he fuppreffes all the good things of us, 
that he certainly knows to be true, on the 
other. Now for the fancy of his Greek pri- 
foner, ‘his luxurious entertainment, and the 
people’s pafling thro’ the temple as a thorough- 
fare, where it is notorioufly known that none 
but priefts durft prefume to fhew their heads; 
this is all a forgery and a contrivance of ma- 
lice prepenfe, to feduce thofe who are unwilling 
to give themfelves the trouble of fearching 
out the truth. Thefe are the evil praétices 
he has made ufe of to vilify and traduce us. 


Apion purfues the humour fill, wich ‘one 
fable 
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fable upon the back of another, to make us 
yet more and more odious; and fo furnithes 
another foppifh ftory-out of the mouth of the 
Aridiculous Grecian, in thefe words. ‘ While the Jews 
fiction of one ** and the Idumeans, (fays he) were engaged 
Zabidus. — ** in a Jong and ary obftinate war, there came 
“*-a man over to the Jews out of fome city or 
“ other of Idumea,; where they worfhipped 
“ Apollo, and this man’s name was Zabidus ; 
** who'promis’d’ théim‘to put Apollo, the God 
of the Dorians, into their hands, if they 
“could but gét the Jews to gather all toge- 
“*.ther into the temple in a body. Zabidus, 
**-upon this, contriv’d a certain machine of 
** boards, and, conveying himfelf into it, fet 
“ upthree rows of lights upon it, which ap- 
** pear’d at a diftance like a comet pon the 
“ ground. * me 
‘* Tuxs apparition was fo great a furprize 
** to the Jews, that they ftood gazing atir a far 
“* off, without fo much as one word fpeaking. 
** Zabidus, in the mean while, ftole into the 
** temple, and without any difficulty, feiz’d 
** the afs’s golden head (as he pleafantly ren- 

** ders it) and carry’d it away to Dora.” The 
Reflections ffillinefs of this invention fpeaks Apion the 
upon Apion’s greater afs of the two ; together with an in- 
fooleries. = Comparable impudence, over and above the 
folly of it; for there are no fuch places to be 
found as feveral that he mentions. He does 
not fo much as know where Idumea lies ; or 
that there is no fuch city in it as Dora. There 
is a place indeed of that name in Phenicia, not 
far from mount Carmel ; but this is four days 
journey from Judea, and none of Apion’s Dora. 

He is much in the right fure to condemn 
us for not worfhipping other people’s gods, 
if, as he fays, our forefathers were fo credu- 
lous as to believe that Apollo would come 
over to them, and that he look’d like a walk- 
ing comet. It was a wonder again that the 
Jews fhould_ not know a lamp or a torch, 
when they faw it, from a ftar, that had fo 
many of ‘their own: and the miracle was lit- 
tle lefs, that Apollo fhould go off clear with: 
his afs’s head thorough fo many thoufands of 
people, without fo much as being queftion’d 
about it, and no guards to ftop him, either in 
town or country; and this in the heat of the 
war too. 

Here are more words already about a ridi- 
culous hiftory than the thing is worth; and 
yet I cannot but wonder again, over and over, 
how the temple gates of fixty + cubits in 
in height, + twenty in breadth, plated all over, 
and within a little of mafly gold ; two hundred 
men every day to fhut them, and a crime un- 
pardonable to leave them open: How 
thefe gates, I fay, fhould be manag’d by one 
fingle man, and Zabidus, according to the fto- 
ry, to keep the afs’s head to himfelf Wrhere- 
fore it may be a queftion, whether Zabi- 
dus brought the head back again, or elfe 


n 
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gave it to Apion, to be laid in the temple on |: 


purpofe for Antiochus to find it, and fo to fur- |. ; 
; | we might find kings of our own to boaft of, as 


re nifh matter for another lying ftory. 

ee Ir is as falfe again, what he fays of the 
nd chargeth Oath: That is to fay, that the Jews do folemn- 
ly fwear by the Maker of heaven, earth and 
the feas, That they will never.do good to any 


itupon the 
ews. 


























tates. To fay nothing of the miferable difafters 


firangers, and above all others, not to the 
Greeks. Now if this falfifier had faid, (efpe- 
‘cially not to the Egyptians) he. might better 
have confifted with himfelf; at leaft if our pre- 
deceffors were driven out of Egypt, not for 
their ill manners, but for their misfortunes. 
As tothe Jews and Greeks, they were at fo 
great a diftance one from the other, that there 
was not the leaft colour for envy or hatred be- 
twixt them. . Nay, on the contrary, feveralof 
them came over to our religion; fome perfif- 
ted in it, others went off again: but for this 
pretended oath, Apion is the only man that 
ever heard of it; and no otherwife neither, 
thanas a fiction of his own contriving. 

Bur the next is a moft admirable ,contri- The Jews 
vance. He brings it as an argument againit stor er 
the juftice of our laws, or manner of -worhhip, (rr Ge, 
and the truth of our religion, that we are under proach. 
the burden of fervitude, and oppreffion, not on- 
ly in our perfons, but in our capital city itfelf; 

a city, that how free and powerful foever it 

hath been formerly, is at prefent no better 

than a tributary to the Romans; and where 

are the people now that are to contend with 

them? or who but Apion would ‘reafon the 

cafe at this foppifh rate, as if dominion were A difcourfe 
an entail? Whereas government and fubjection upon govern- 
take their fortunes inthe world by.turns. On- mentand fab- 
ly the Egyptians pretend an immunity from J} 

all fervices to the rulers of Afia and Europe; 

which they ground upon the gratitude of the 

ftrange gods, that fled from abroad ‘into their 

country forfanétuary, andthere fecur’d them- 

felves in the fhape of beafts. Was ever fo 

fenfelefs a vanity as this heard of, from .the 

mouth of a fort of people who never enjoy’d 

one day of liberty in an age, either at home 

or abroad? How often have the Perfians had 

the Egyptians at their fect ; razing their cities, 

ravaging their temples, dcftroying their idol 

deities, and vilifying their worfhip? But I 

am not for writing after Apion’s copy, and 

turning a misfortune into a reproach. Where The Lacede- 
was there ever a braver people than the Lace- monians and 
demonians, or a nation of more exemplary piec- the seed ‘ 
ty than the Athenians? And-yet neither the MG tavare. 
virtue of the one, nor the courage of the other No fence a- 
was fufficient to fecure them againft the chances gainft the 
of war, and the common fate of kingdoms and ae of 
that have attended the beft of kings, as Crefus 

for one; the laying of the tower of Athens, 

the temples of Ephefus and Delphi, and feveral 

other illuftrious places and palaces, all in athes. 

Now the fcandal in fuch inftances as thefe, falls 

in courfe upon the aétors of thefe tragical de- 
vaftations, not upon the fufferers of them; 

however our accufer Apion has found out a 

new way of crimination, without fo much as 

dreaming how far Egypt itfelf is concern’d in 

the parity ofthe cafe. But he was fo taken up 

with the fabulous exploits of Sefoftris king of 

Egypt, that he knew not what he did. Now 

if we were given tobe vainon the other hand, 


David and Solomon, with the hiftory of the 
princes and nations that were fubdu’d by their 
vi€torious arms. “But we fhall rather keep to 
our text. What were the Egyptians, bur firft, 


ne ag ane en ee ee 


* Here ends the chafm in the Greek copy feeply @ by the Latin, 


+ Sixty cubits were upwards of one hundred an 


nine Englith feet, that isthirty fix yards and one foot. 
+ Twenty cubits were fomething more than thirty fix Englith feer, that is, twelve yards. 
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flayes to the Perfians, with other princes of 
Afia, and fo to the Macedonians; while we 


all chis while liv’d in a ftate of freedom, with- 


the command of all the neighbouring citics, 
for the {pace of a hundred and twenty years, 
that is to fay, to the time of Pompey the 
great? And chen at laft, when the Romans 
had over-run all the other kings they had to 
do withal, our forefathers were the only peo- 
Jewsthe ple they treated like friends and allics for 

“their faith and valour. But Apion, it feems, 
knew nothing of all this, and makes himfelf 
a itranger to things as clear as the fun to all 
the world befide. 





The calum- Apiow~ has now another throw at us, for an 
Psy Are obicure ignorant fort of people. “ The Jews (he 
ee SPS fay-s) have no famous men among them for arts 


‘* and iciences, or for the political wifdom of 


‘¢ managing governments and ftates; fuch, I 
** mean, as Socrates, Zeno, Cleanthes, and the 
“ like.” Nay, he does nor forget to place 
himielf in the lift of his famous men; but blef- 
[es Alexandria in the honour of having Apion 
for acitizen. As to this charaéter of Apion, 
all people have fo mean an opinion of him, for 
the extravagant corruption of his life and man- 
ners, that it would never have been beliew’d 
but irom his own mouth: So that Alexandria 
is rather to be pity’d than envy’d for valuing 
icfelt upon fuch a fupporter. As to the point 
in competition betwixt the two nations, which 
of them fhould have the preference for men 
of art and Icaring, the réader has no morc 
to do but to confule our Antiquitics for his 
fatistaction. And then for that part of the 
fgandal that remains unanfwer’d, we cannot 
do better than to refer him to his own contra- 
dictions, wherein he accufes himfelf and other 
Egyptians. so 

He takes great offence at our facrificing ordi- 
nary beafis, the fcruple we make at the eating 
ot {wine’s fefh; and then for the ceremony of 
eur circumcifion, he makes a downright mock 
of it. As to our killing of beafts, it is no 
more than what all the world doé¢s as well as 
we; and then for our facrifices, he difcovers 
himfelf before he’s aware to be an Egyptian, 
by {peaking againft them; for a Greek or a 
Macedonian, that makes a profeffion of offer- 
ing whole hecatombs to the Gods themfelves 
without any difficulty, would never have itum- 
bled upon that block. They fhare alfo with 
their pricits in the flefh of their oblations, and 
no danger all this while of deftroying the 
{pecics of thofe animals, as Apion feems to 
apprehend; whereas if all other people were 
ot the Egyptians humour, the world would 
come quickly rather to want men, and there 
would be a ftock of ravenous wild beafts to fill 
their places; for thofe are the Gods they train 
up and worthip. 

Ir the queftion were now put to Apion, 
what force of Egyptians he takes to be the ho- 
lieit and the wifeit mc4, his anfwer undoubt- 
edly would be the priexs; for they have thefe 
two precepts tranfmitted down to them ina 
The precep's tradition from their firft kings, i.e. to wor- 
of the Pare fhip the Gods, and to apply themfelyes to the 
Mapes ftudy of wifdom. And this they all make 

profeffion to do; they are all of them circum- 
cis’d over and above, forbcar fwine’s ficth, 
and join with no other fort of Egyptians in 
their facrifices; fo that Apion did wonder- 
fully miftake his meafures, when, inftead of 
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gratifying the Egyptians with inveétives a- 
gainft us, he advanced a direét accufation 
againft thofe he pretended to favour, in charg- 
Ing the fame ceremonies upon them that he 
blames us for; and likewife advifing and en: 
couraging circuincifion in others, as we have 
it upon the credit of Herodotus.. Ic feems.to 
me now that Apion’s punifhment (as it follows 
here) was very juft upon him, for. {peaking 
fuch bitter‘things againft the laws of his copn= 


try. He was forced, by advice, upon a -cir- Themifer- 
cumicifion ; the wound fefter’d, and: the part able death of 
pion, 


ulcefating upon it, the diftemper carry’d him 
off in miferable torments, This may ferve 
for a warning to thofe that, like Apion, aban: 
don all the rules and duties of life and: good 
manners, themfclves, and then employ. their 
wits in dcfaming of their neighbours... This 
was Apion’s cafe: He apoftatiz’d from the 
laws of his own country, and he bely’d ours. 
We are now come to the end: of Apion’s life, 
and it is time to put an end to this book too. 

Bor fince fo it is, that ApoHonius Molon, Mofes defen. 
Lyfirhachus, and feveral others, have caft out ded againtt 
fome words, like fools or madnicn,: to the Apollonius 
difhonour of Mofes, our excellent law-giver, WSs: 
afperfing him for an impoftor and a Magician, 

and reprefenting his laws.as pcftilent and dan- 
gerous, it will not be amifs to give the world 
tome fhort account, as well particular as ge-. 
neta], of our converfation and government ; 
and I doubt not but to make it appear. thar 
there was never fuch a body of laws tram’d Theexcellen- 
for the common good of mankind, as thefe of SY of Mofes's 
Mofes;.cither for the advancing of picty, ju- ee: 
ftice, charity, induftry, the regulation of hu- 
man fociety, refignation, and patience, to the 
very contempt of death itielf; never the like, 

I fay, if people would but impartially confider 
them; for Tam nothere upon a panegyrick to 
the honour of our anceftors, but doing a necef- 
fary right to the caufe, againft calumny and 
detra¢tion. 

, Now Apollonius does not carry on his ma- Apollonius 
lice, like Apion, in a continu’d fer difcourfe, his way ofde- 
but now and then by intervals as the humour @™ins the 
takes him: One while he makes atheifts of us, ye 
and a hateful fore of people both to God and 
man, another he will have us to be cowards: 
and then our fault is at the next word that we 
are too forward and fool-hardy, and arranter 
fots than the moft ftupid of barbarians; for the 
Jews never invented any thing (he fays) that 
mankind was the better for. Now there needs 
no morc to the confuting of thefe fpiteful fug- 
geftions, than to examine the conftitution of 
the laws by which we are govern’d, and the 
itriét conformity of our lives and practices to 
thofe precepts. But now if we fhall be force’d, 
in our own juttification, to rip up the imper- 
teétions of other polities, they may thank 
themfelves for provoking us to it by an oppro- 
brious comparifon, and making the reproach 
we caft upon them necefflary to our own de~ 
fence. 

Tere arc, in fhort, but two 
cafe. Firft, are the laws we pretend tu good points in the 
and profitable, or not? Secondly, are we ftrict “ale. 
obfervers, or not, of our own laws? If they — 

fhould deny the former, we are ready to make 
it out from an undeniable abitraét of the very 
laws themfelves. And then the fecond part is 
fo clear, that it will not bear fo much as a 
queftion, But to carry it a little farther yet 5 


it 


points in the ~ywo main ; 
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It is without difpute, that the firft founders of 
laws for the eftablifhment of order and difcip- 
line, out of a good will to the publick, are to 
be prefer’d infinitely before thofe that live 
without any rule or method at all; for they 
all appeal ro antiquity, and take it fora grea~ 
ter honour to teach others what they ought to 
do, than barely to imitate what they fee done 
before them. Now this bcing given for gran- 
ted, it is the law-giver’s part in the firft place, 
to make fuch a provifion of laws, as may ferve 
to promote the good of the community, by 
the very convenience and reafon of them; while 
the people, on the other fide, ftand firm to the 
eftablifhment, in defpice of all trials and temp- 
tations. ae 
Mofes un- As to the antiquity of our law-giver, he 
doubtedly has undoubtedly a right to a precedence before 
the ficttlaw- al] others: For Lycurgus, Solon, and Zeleu- 


giver. cus of Locris, with the reft of the eminent 
Greeks they {fo much boaft of, were all bur 
novices and upftarts compar’d with Mofes. 
The very name of law was not as yet fo much 
omar Hine ae heard of, and Homer himfclf wanted a 


fitwantcda word for it. "The people in thofe days were 
word for & not govern’d by written precepts, but by the 
ha. abfolute will and pleafure of kings, and fo ic 
held a long time by authoritative orders and 
provilions to anfwer the occafion. But our 
law-giver, having his claim of priority granted 
him by his very enemics, acquitted himfelf 
likewife to admiration, in all the offices of ad- 
miniftration and council. Firft in compofing 
fach a body of laws as might anfwer all the 
neceflities of human life; and atter that, in 
getting them recciv’d among the people, with 
a dcclaration that they would mantain and 
obey them. ‘Bur we fhall the better judge of 
the man by his works. 

Wuen our fore-fathers, under his conduét, 
to the number of many thoufands, march’d' 
out of the land of Egypt into the country that 
God had had appointed for them, thorough a 
barren, fandy defart without watcr, and had 
feveral encounters with the enemy by the way, 
in defence of themfelves, their wives, and their 
Mofeswasthe Children; who was their guide all this while 
peoples guide to t 
and Go erable difficulties, but our careful law-giver 
ies was i], in the quality both of a valiant general, a 

ee wife councellor, and their common protector? 
A perfon of foexemplary a modefty, thar, tho’ 
the people were every man of them at his com- 
mand, to do what he would with them, he 
never took upon himfelf to aét any thing by 
his own power; but in cafes where other men 
pretended to tyrannize and domincer, and to 
indulge a general licence and debauch, Mofes, 
on the contrary, walk’d’ in the fear of God, 
and by his example encourag’d the people in 
the exercife of piety and juftice, as their beft 
fecurity, together with the improvement of 
all accidents. 

Moses was much in the right to look upon 
God as his oracle and advifer ; and then, being 
fatisfy’d in himfelf thac he could not do a- 
mifs, fo long as he committed himfelf to the 
conduét of divine Providence, he did his ut- 
termoft to poffefs the common people alfo: with 
the fame thing; for nothing puts fuch a check 
upon us in all our iniquities, as to confider 
that God fees us; fo that, in fine, our law- 

iver was not a feducer or a magician, as he 
is falfely reprefented, but fuch another as Mi- 
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nos and others aftcr him were reputed among 

the Greeks; fome afcribing the original of The original 
their laws to Jupiter, others to Apollo, or of the Grecian 
the oracle at Delphi. But whether thefe men aan 
believed this themfelves, or only gave it out 

to have the people believe it, may be a quef- 

tion; but we fhall beft judge of the excellen- 

cy and facrednefs of thefe laws by comparing 

them, which is the next thing we are to do. 

SevERAL nations. have their feveral forms Several forms 
of government, and their diverfities of laws, of govern” 
Some governments are committed to a fingle ™* 
perfon, others to the people: But our law- 
giver was neither for the one nor the other, 
but, ‘betwixt both, for that which he calls a 
holy common-wealch; aflfigning God himfelf Mofes’s holy 
for the head of it, with arefpeét both to wor- common- 
fhip and power, as the fountain and theauthor “°"!" 
of all good. To him it is that we fly for fuc- 
cour inour diftrefles, who hears our prayers, 
and fearches the very fecrets of our hearts. 

He inculcates to us the doétrine of one God, 

one uncreated, unchangeable, and eternal be- 

ing, infinitely glorious and incomprchenfible, 

any further than what we know of him by 

his works. Now this is no more than what What’ 

we have in a great meafure from the wifer thoughts the 
fort of the Greek philofophers themfelves, Gree pene 
even by the light of nature ; for they do all SPheys hat 
unanimoufly agree, upon the congruity of thefe the light ot” 
principles, to the majefty and cxcellenee of nature. 
God ;. as Pythagoras, Anaxagoras, Plato, and 

after them the Stoicks, who are almoft wholly 

of the fame mind as to this fubjeét. But the 
multitude, being engag’d in a violent and a 
fuperftitious prepofletiion againft thefe opini- 

ons, the philofophers durft not venture too 

far in the promoting of them. But our law- The differ- 
giver was the onlyman that liv’d as hetaught, ence betwixt 
both to the fatisfaCtion of the prefent age, and Mais? 
to the cftablithing and confirming of pofteri- OF)" 
ty in the truths that he deliver’d, governing © 
himfelf alfo by this conftant rule, that he made 

the publick good the end ftill of all his laws. 

He gave to underftand, that God’s worlhip 

was but one part of a holy man’s duty, and 

fo caft in the other branches of it, as forti- 

tude, jufticc, and a conftant interchange of 

good offices toward mankind over. and above; 

infomuch that all his precepts and prefcrip- 

tions terminated in the advancement of piety, 

to the honour and glory of God; _ this bein 

a point that he had thoroughly itudy’d an 

examin’d. 

As to what concerns religion and good Of morality | 
manners, it was his way to join the theory andreligion. 
with the practice ; whereas other law-givers Tbe Jews are 
commonly took one part of the divifion, and ogne” 
left the other. As for example; the people jaws and go- 
of Lacedemon and Crete were neverthelefs vernment. 
inftruéted in morals, tho’ not by rule and 
precept; but the Athenians, and well nigh 
all the other Grecks, had their laws 
for every thing, tho’ they fell fhort in the 
praétice ; whereas our law-giver provided for 
both in.one, attending at the fame time to 
the cultivating and perfecting of our morals, 
with the adapting of proper provifions in wri- 
ting to anfwer all. occafions. He begins upon 
the fubjeé&t of meats and. diet, what'we may 
be allow’d to eat, and what not, and with 
whom, and reducing all people indifferently 
tothe order of that method. He takes the 


fame care alfo fora regulation in the matter 
6R of 
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of labour and refit, to the cnd chat no man 
may be ignorant of hisduty ; for what the law 
bids us to do, is the diétate and command of 
cur matter, and it punithes only wiltul offen- 
ders: But to leave us wholly without excufe 
now, in cafe of tranfgreffing any of thefc holy 
laws 3 itis not cnough to hear them read over 
and over (once, twice; or perhaps oft’ner) 
but we are politivcly commanded (all other 
. work or bufinefs apart) to mect conftantly 
Ther keep once a week in a full congregation, expreisly 
ye ce to attend the reading of the law, and the get- 
1 eho" ting of it by heart, which was never practis’d 
tothe law. by any otherlaw-givers: Nay, fo tar are the 
generality of the world trom living in a con- 
tormity to their own laws, that they do not 
fo much as underitand whac they are; but up- 
on committing a fault, they are oblig’d to ask 
other people what law they have broken. This 
is, in fhort, the very cafe even amongit men 
of the firit quality too; who are not afham’d 
tacitly to confefs their ignorance, inthe taking 
or men Learned in the law to their countel and 
ailitance ; whereas our people have the laws 
at their fingers ends, as ready as their own 
names; having been train’d up to them from 
their very cradle, till they are imprinted in 
their hearts. And this makes men the more 
wary of offending, when they find themfclves 
fure to be detected and punifh’d. 
i) Tris is the toundation now of that admi- 
" rable agreement we find among ourfelves. We 
*“ have all of us the fame thoughts of God, the 
fame forms ot difcipline and worfhip, our way 
ot lite and manners, the very fame too. Ie is 
not with us, asit is with other people that en- 
tertain various opinions of one and the fame 





God; and thoie, not only the common fort of 


men, who utter their own wild and cxtrava- 

gant notions, and bolt out whatever comes 

next, but the philofophers themfelves. Some 

of them deny the very divinity of God, others 

his providence, upon an impious fuggeftion 

that all men are equal, and that all chings are 
incommos. Now we fay, on the contrary, that 

God fees and difpofes of all things, (nay our 

very wives and fervants are of the fame perfua- 

fion) and that all the a¢tions ofour lives ought 

to be directed tothe honour and fervice of God. 

To {peak now to that refle€tion upon us, as 

men of no induftry. or invention, either In arts 

or letters, for keeping {till (asthey fay) to the 

dull plodcing train of acting the fame overand 

over again: Whereas men of wit and fpirit 

value themfelves rather upon making of old 

things look new, and refining upon the wifdom 

and cuftoms of their fore-tathers. Now for 

our parts, we make it a point ot confcience 

not todepart, either in word, thought, or decd, 

trom the eftablifhments of former times: The 

very antiquity itfelf being an infallible mark 

of a good and well grounded law, which nei- 

A ther time nor argument, will be ever able to 
Anngaius ¢ deftroy. But for us now, who firmly believe 
divineautho- thefe laws of ours to be of divine inftitution, 
we have nothing more to do than to preferve 
them facredand inviolate. For who fhall dare 
to offer ae the removing of thofe foundations 
which God himfelf hath laid? Or but to think 
ot mendingthem,; tho’ by transferring the moft 
beneficial provifions out of the beft of other 
governments, to the fervice of our common- 
wealth ? Can any conftitution be more agree- 
able, firm, or juft, than that whereof the king 


rity. 


of kings hath vouchfafed to be the author ? 

As to the priefts, they are qualify’d in common Quzlifica. 
for feveral {pecial fervices, and the high-pricft t!onsfor the 
in an order of power and fuperiority above all PrcHhoed. 
the reft. And they are not promoted by the 
law-giver to that digniry, for ambition, wealth, 

or any corrupt intereft, but for the fignal cefti- 

mony they have given of their piety, tempe- 

rance and wifdom; and to them is committed 

the care of religion, and God’s holy worfhip. 

They ferve alfo as judges in controverfies be- 

twixt man and man, with a power-to punifh 

thofe that do amifs. What government now, 

or what form of government, can be more fa- 

cred or venerable than this; or what greater 
honour can we do to almighty God, than to 

fpend our Hives in a daily attendance upon his 
fervice, and under the infpeétion of the priefts, 

to fee that all things be done with or- 

der and reverence? The folemnity of this de- 

votion makes every day look like a feftival: 

And; whereas other people have much ado to 

hold out, tho’ but for fome few days, in the 
continy’da celebration of theirmyftcries or fa- 
crifices, as they call them, we are yet as firm, 
chearful and vigorous in the difcharge of our 

duties at this hour, as we were fo many ages 

fince, upon the very firit inftitution of them. 

Amone other known precepts of our reli- Of God% 
gion, we aretaughtin the firft place, That God power and 
is allinall, perteét, happy, and felf-fufficient; Pee 
the beginning, the middle, and the end ofall 43, ae 
things, glorious in all his aétions and works; , 
nothing fo manifeft as his power and grcatnefs, 
or at the fame time fo incomprchenfible. It 
is not for the tongue of man to exprefs, or for 
the heart of man fo much as to conccive any 
refemblance of that divine majefty, He is, in 
fine, incomparable in all his excellencies and 
attributes, infinitely beyond art or imitation: 
fo that it is impofible tofec, or to imagine any 
thing like him; for, being a fpirit, he is alfo ‘ 
invifible. But we are allow’d to read him 
however in his works; as in the light, the 
heavens, the earth, the fun, the moon, the ri- 
vers, the fea, feveral forts of animals, various 
plants, &c. which were all the work of God, 
and created without either labour or hands, or 
any fecond to his affiftance: But his will, and 
his word gave them their being. He made 
every thing by the word of his power, and in 
the fame inftant looking upon it, he pronounc’d 
it tobe good, This isthe almighty Sovereign 
that we are all bound to love and adore, inthe 
ftudy and exercife of virtue, whichis the only 
way to pleafe him. 

As there is but one God, and one world, One God, one 
in common to all mankind, it holds in the a- world, and 
nalogy that there fhould be but onc temple too; o7¢ mpl 
for God takes delight in the congruities of or- 
der and proportion, Inthistemplc, the priefts The office 
offer up their daily devotions; the firft in and authority 
quality, is the firft that facrifices, He rakes of the priets 
care that the laws be duly obferv’d, hears 
caufes, and punifhes thofe that the law cone 
demns; and it is in effect as penal to difpute 
the authority of the prieft, as to appeal from 
the judgment of God himfelf. ae 

In eating the fiefh of our facrifices, we Anabftrat 
muft have a care not to extend that liberty to of Moles 
the degree of gluttony and excefs ; for God, mie 
who is a lover of fobriecy, and all manner of Fehe facrifi-' 
temperance, can never be pleas’d with the ex- cers areto bt 


i - temperate 
travaganccs of violence and. profufion. fees ter 
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Tue pried. begins his office with prayers 
for the general good of mankind, and after 
that, every man for himfelf, as a part of the 
whole; being well affur’d, that nothing is fo 
acceptable in the fight of God as a mutual 
charity and tendernefs among men, one for 
another. 

Wuen we offer up our prayers and vows 
to Almighty God, we are not to petition for | 
wealth, honour, and the good things of this 
world; for thefe are bleffings which he is 
pleafed to beftow in common upon mankind, 
but our prayer muft be for a good difpofition 
of mindy to make a proper and right ufe of 
what we have. 

Tue law hath alfo prefcribed us certain for- 
mal purifications, in the cafe of women, and 
under other forts of limitation and reftriction, 
too many and too tedious to be inferted in 
this place. This is what the law fays of 
God, and of the ways of pleafing him, and 
he himfelf all this while is cftectually that very 
Jaw. 

_ Bur now to the point of marriage: If it be 
purely for the fake of children, without any 
by-regard to. the fortune, and not to gratify 
any loofe. appetite; if there be mo force or 
fraud in the cafe, and, provided it be done 
with the confent of parents, and not within 
the degrees forbidden, our laws approve of it. 
But as for the fin of unnatural luits, the very 
attempt is punifh’d with death. 
The wife to _ THE law fays further, that the woman fhall 
pe fabjeét to be fubjeét in all things to her husband ; which 
her husband. muft not be taken for a difpenfation to abufe 
her under that cover, but as a provifion for the 
upholding of decency and good order; for 
God hath given the man power over his wife. 
The woman is to have no carnal knowledge 
of any other man, upon pain of death without 
mercy; and he that abufes a betrothed vir- 
gin, incurs the fame penalty. It is the fame 
thing alfo in cafe of corrupting a married wo- 
man, or a mother of children. ‘This is all 
according to our law, which is likewife no 
os lefs {evere upon thofe women who cither con- 
ceal their children when they are brought into 
the world, or otherwife deftroy them: for 
the foul fuffers with the body, befide that it is- 
in fome degree an unpeopling of the: world. 
Whoever accompanics with a woman, is look’d 
; upon by our law to be unclean ; and the wo- 
= man.alfo is obliged to wath and purify herfelf 
after that congreis with her husband 3 to 
which. end there is purifying water ftill at 
hand for fuch an occafion: fo near is the com- 
munication in this cafe betwixt foul and body. 

As to the cuftom of feafting, or: merry- 
making at the birth of children, our. law doth 
not upon any terms approve of it; partly, to 
train them up to fobricty betimes, andin part, 
_for fear it might prove a temptation to Intcm- 

- perance and debauch. . It is alfo provided that 
children fhould be brought up to the know- 
ledge of letters, both in law and hiftory; for 
an encouragement to them on the one hand, 
to do great things in imitation of great exam- 
ples, and to fortify them on the other fide, in 

a perfect underftanding of their duty. 
Car THERE was care taken alfo for moderating 

¢ taken £0 > : FA 

moderatethe the vain pomp and expenfe of burials, in mo- 
pomp of fa- numents, and funeral folemnities. But yet for 
Rerals. the decency of an office fo human and necefla- 
ry, it was committed to the domefticks to fee 
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right done to the memory of their matters ; 
and all people were permitted upon the death 
of any man, to come in, and lament, and con- 
dole over the deceafed ; but the houfe was 


‘fill to be pantyd fo foon as the funeral was 
a 


over, and the family to keep at a diftance, as 
men reputed unclean. 

Nerruer is the law filent in cafes either 
of wilful murder, or of chance-medley 3 but 
it directs a diftinguifhing punifhment accord- 
ing to the quality of the crime. 

We are enjoined reverence to parents, neXt The'duty of 
to the veneration we pay to God himfelf; and childrento 
the law appoints the ungrateful and che dif- parents, and 
obedient to be fton’d to death. ‘The younger 0 ale Yeunes 
fort are commanded to pay a refpeét to their elder. 


Gliders; for God was before all things. There Of friendhhip 


mutt be no fuch thing asa fecret among friends 5 
for friendfhip implies an entire confidence 
without any referve. Nay, where a fricnd- 
fhip is diflolv’d, we muft not yet be falfe to a 
former truft. 

THE judge that takes a bribe is to be pu- Severe laws 
nifh’d with death, for fiding with the guilty, againft bribes, 
and oppreffing the righteous. Every man is fraud, extor- 
reftrain’d from touching any thing wrongful~ "0% & 


ly of his neighbour’s, from taking away what 


does not belong to him, or lending his money 
upon ufury. And fo Ict this fuffice as to the 
regulation of our dealings one with another. 

Ir will be worth our while, in the next How to treat 

place, to fee how we are to behave ourfelves frangers. 
toward ftrangers, and to fhew that our law- 
giver hath not been wanting in any thing to- 
ward the advancing of the publick good; ci- 
ther by keeping us firm to our own laws, or 
by communicating the benefit of them to 
others that have a mind to partake of them. 
For he receives with open arms all that_come 
over to us, of what nation foever, indifferent. 
ly; provided they agree in the fame common 
principles of life and manners. But for thofe 
who come to us only by the bye, and without 
any intent to join with us, thofe people are 
not fuffer’d to intermix with us in our folem- 
nities: But we are obliged, however, to do 
them the beft offices we can toall other purpo~ 
fes. .As for example: If they fhould want fire, 
water, food, or the like, we are commanded. 
to fupply them, or to fet any of them right 
that are out of the way; and foto givea dead 
body a decent burial. ‘Now thefe are all du- 
ties of humanity abftraéted from religion. 

” He prefcribes rules of moderation alfo to be How to be- 
obferv’d toward enemies, without forcing war have our 
to the extremities of fire and {word. Nay, lvestowards 

. 5 : our enemies. 
our law-giver’s charity extends to the very 
eafing of prifoners, women efpecially; and fo 
for the dead bodies that fell in battle, he 
would-not fuffer them to be ftripp’d. 

Sucu, in fine, was the paffion he had for the Duties of hu- 
encouraging of tendernefs and good nature a- manity apart 
mong men, that he recommended the practice from thofe of 
of it, even towards unreafonable creatures, in seligion. 
allowing us no other power over them, than 
for the lawful and-the neceflary ufe and fer- 
vice of mankind. As for domeftick creatures 
that,are brought up.tame in cur houfes, they 
are to be fpar’d; ‘neither in other cafes are the 
dam. and the young to be deftroy’d together. 

Beafts of labour and common ufe, are likewife 
to be forborn, tho’.in fome refpeéts mifchievons. 
- . Tuese were the conftitutions and provifions 
of our law-giver upon this topick, both for che 

pro- 
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promoting of tender inclinations by inftruc- 
tive dottrines, (as aforefaid) upon that fubjeét 5 
and likewife for the deterring of tranfgrefiors 
by anexemplary and an inexorable rigour. 
For the punithment in many cafesis no lefsthan 
death; for inttance, in adultery, rape, and 
unnatural practices, as well in the agent as in 
the patient, and the penaley reaches all condi- 
tions too, whether bond or free. _ : 

We have our laws alfo concerning weights 
and meafures, and all forts cf frauds in buy- 
ing or felling, taking away another man's 
goods, or appropriating to ourfelves what is 
not our own. Now offenders of this kind, 
are punifh’d with much more feverity under 
our laws, than clfewhere. 

He that blafphemes God, or but attempts 
any kind of indignity upon his divine Majef- 
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ty, and he that behaves himfelf contumaciouf- | 


ly toward his father or his mother, thcy are 
ali doom’d to death upon the place. And the 
reward at laft promiied to thele pees for 
"what they do and fuffer, in the obfervance of 
thete laws, is not gold and filver, imperial 
crowns, and precious ftones, but the comfort 
and tettimony of a good confcience, with an af- 
furance ef an eternal happinefs; an affurance 
grounded not only upon the prediétions of the 
law-giver, butuponthe promife alfo of the God 
cf truth to thofe that keep his laws. And in 
this truit and confidence, they look upon death 
icfelfonly as the bleffed means of tranfporting 
them trem this lite toa better, 

I thould have made a confcience of faying 
thus much, if the matter of fact were not as 
clear as the fun in the hiftory of our fore-fa- 
thers, what torments they have undergone, 
and with what refolution they have borne them, 
rather than let fall one word to the difhonour 
ef their proteifion. But let us make it the cafe 
now, that the Jews were a people never fo 
much as heard of upon the face of the earth, 
and no witneflesto the veneration we have con- 
tantly paid to our laws: ‘What would the Gre- 
cians think of it, if any body fhould but tell 
them a ftory of what they had heard, or read, 
of a people in fome imaginary unknown land, 
that had ftood true and firm for fo many ages, 
to the religion, laws, and cuftoms of their 
predecefiors ? Would they not all wonder at 
it, efpecially when there are fuch continual 
changes among themfelves ? 

As tor their modern writers that treat of 
face and government, how are they ridicul’d 
for relating incredibilities? To fay nothing of 
feveral other philofophers, that have handled 

asthe fame fubject, there is Plato himfelf, the 
“very oracle of the Greeks, and a man in fin- 
gular cftcem for his wifdom, picty and man- 
ners, and a philofopher of the firft rate over 
and above; how is this great man banter’d 
and butloon’d upon a publick theatre, by fome 
felf-conceited pretenders, for his wild notions 
of government, as they call them! When yet 
upon a ftri€t examination of his writings, they 
will be found agreeable both to reafon and na- 
ture. Butto take him upon his own confeflion : 
“ Iris not fafe (he fays) for a wife man to 
“¢ cell what be thinks of God, for fear of the 
‘* impetuous ignorance of the common people.” 
But Plato (they fay) writes like a manof vani- 
and licenfe. Lycurgus indeed was a man 
celebrated “for a law-giver in perfection, out 
of a reverence they had to the duration of his 
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Book II, 
Jaws under the fame adminiftration. Now it 
fo it be, that antiquity and long continuance 
of laws adds to their fanétion, and is an argu- 
ment of their goodnefs, with what face fhall 
the Lacedemonians fet up for competitors with 
us, in the point of antiquity, who have becn 
now upward of two thoufand years in poflef- 
fion of our claim? ‘To which I muft add this 
over and above, that the Lacedemonians them- 
felves kept up their laws to the height, no 
longer than while they were free and enjoy’d 
their liberty: But fo foon as fortune abandon’d 
them, they fell off, and abandon’d their laws. 

Bur for our parts, after all the broils and The Jews 
changes in Afia, and ourfelves reduc’d to the ftand‘al! 
laft extremity, it cannot be faid that we ever tels. 
departed trom the cuftoms and ceremonies of 
our fore-fathers; neither can it be objected a~ 
gainit us, that we ever confulted either our 
eafc or our pleafurc, in preferving them as we 
did. For whoever compares the condition of 
both partics, will find the Jewsto have been up- 
on much harder duty than the Lacedernonians. 
For they were put to no offices of drudgery, 
in digging and delving, or to any other handi- 
craft-labour; but liv’d in the city, ac their 
cafe, fat and fair, and all manner of necefla- 
ries provided them to thcir hand; fo that 
they had nothing more to do, but now and 
then upon occafion, to encounter the publick 
encmy. And what if I fhould fay now that 
they fail’d in that too? For they went over in 
frequent defertions, not only here and there 
one, but in whole troops together fometimes ; 
who contrary to law and dury, and the com- 
mon obligation of citizens and foldiers, dcli- 
ver’d themfelves up with their arms tamcly to 
the enemy. Can any body fay the fame thing 
of us now? I cannot call to mind above two 
or three at meft of our pecple, that ever be- 
tray’d their caufe tor fear of death. I donot 
{peak of a foldicr’s death with his fword in his 
hand, and in the field of battle, but ofa death 
of exquifite cruclty and torment; «a mifery 
that many of our people have been expos’d to; 
not out of a bloody malice, as I verily perfuade 
myfelf, but to try the experiment of fo hcroi- 
cal a conftancy, and to fee ifthere be any fuch 
men in the world, as will rather be torn to 
pieccs, than be guilty of any one word or ac~ 
tion derogatory to the dignity of their laws. 

Now this conftancy of the Jews above all The feveritv 
other nations is no great wonder neither; for of the Jewith 
the very ordinary way of our living would difciplive. 
be a kind of feverity to any other fort of peo- 
ple: That is to fay, in the fatigues of labour, 
hard fare, days of indifpenfible abf@tinence and 
reft, coarfe lodging, cloathing, and rhe like. 
I would fain know now how thefe people, in 
the heat and freedom of a military life, would 
behave themfelves at the fame timé in the for~ 
bearance of forbidden meats, and in the cafe 
of other reftrictions? Whereas the thing that 
we glory in is, the giving of ourfelves up to an 
unchangable conftancy and refignation, in obc- 
dience to our laws and duties. 

Wuererore let the Lyfimachus’s, and the 
Molons, and all that feribbling crew of cen- 
forious pretenders, and perverters of youth; 
let them all go on, | fay, in their uncharitable 
way of reprefenting us for the worft of men. 

Ir is not our bufinefs to traduce other peo- 
ple’s laws, butto keep fteaddy to our own. 
Nay, fuch was the tenderhefs of our gentle 
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Mofes makes Jaw-giver, that he: would not fuffer: fo much , 


3 con{cience 
of irreve- 
rence, even 


as. the leaft indignity or-contempt to be put; 
npon.:the:reputed gods of other-nations: and ‘ 


towards fale this :he. did, out::of:a :reverence: to ‘the very: 


gods. 


The Greeks 
fabulous dei- 
ties. 


- name of..a:deity.. Bur ic will not. become us| 


'keep-up chain’d in hell. :As fortheirceleftial 


et to:be altogether.filent, in.a cafe where it} 
is both. fo eafy, and :fo neceflary, to ftop the, 
mouths of - our. adverfaries'; and : where, in’ 
truth, the. work is:doneiby -other. auchoritiés’ 
ready to our hands. - As for inftance.::: Where: 
is that wife man-among the Greeks,:that'does ; 
not. heartily exclaim even againft the moft:ce- 
lebrated. of their poets, and efpécially, their 
law-givers, for poifoning the common people. 
with the impious doétrine of :a -plurality . of. 
Gods, ,and advancing..the account.roi what 
number they think fit,: and ‘deriving-their ori-, 
ginal from what age and country. they. ‘pleafe: | 
nay, and allotting: them their proper: ftations, 
and. places like other creatures ? as:they. have 
their fybterranean -gods,. their fea=gods,' and 
fome of the eldeft of the race, or.family; they 


gods, they give -Jupiter.(’tis true):the name 
of father, but with: the heart. and ‘prattice.of 
a:tyrant: infomuch.-that his wife; his brother, 
and the daughter of. his own brain,’ enter’d in-, 
to a confpiracy, according to thefiction, to: 
deftroy him,. as he: himfelf. had ferv’d his fa-. 
ther.. This: was the value, in fine: that all, 
wife. men had’ of thefe fabulous deities; the, 
fancy being fo ridiculous, that they:could not 
fo.much as think of it without {corn and de- 
rifion. Some of. their gods.they::make .to-be , 
ftriplings, others in the prime of their youth’ 
and ftrength, and others again they reprefent 
to.be grave.feniors with long beards.:’ They; 
have their gods likewife (or patrons) of: me~ 
chanical arts and trades; as imiths,’ weavers, 
&c. pilgrims, champions, harpers,. archets.. 
‘They have their feuds and factions alfo among” 
themfelves, and fide with mortals ‘againft ‘one. 
another, : They receive wounds in the: quarrel, 
grievé and pincaway under the anguifh of 
them. Nay, thefe- pretended gods :and:god~ 
deflés_go farther yet ftill, even.to the horrible 
licence of. amours,.and embraces, indifferently, 
-with men and women..-: Ard what’s the cafe; 
-of: their almighty Jupiter himfelf; the :fathér, 
as they call him, and.the prince of their whole 
train-of gods! but after the whoring and;cor-' 
rupting of his miftreffes, he has not.the power 
at -laft:to fave’ either them or their baftards; 
-but;..with an aking heart, he fees them all ru- 


" in’d -before his face, becaufe the Fares: will 


chavtit fo? 20 oe... ey Suite J 
_- Wrar a train -have.we here. of lewd and 
execrable debauches,-.and of worfe .confe- 
‘ quences in probability. yet to come !. adulter- 
.ers-in heaven, open and barefac’d and not 
only committed by the gods, but by. them al- 
fo celebrated .and proclaim’d, to. the degree 
of envying the proftitures. . Now if their fo- 
vereign lord of heaven and earth, Jupiter him- 
felf, ‘could not hold-out againft. the charms. of 
:a lafcivious ftrumpet, what are we to expect 
from the paffions and weaknefles of other fub- 
ordinate and inferior deities? and what. thall 
we fay again of ‘god’s turn’d into: fhepherds,. 


and miafons, and made clofe prifoners.in hell ? 


of gods in liveries, and ferving-men for wages? | 


can'any man endued: with common fenfe*and 

reafon, do lefs than abhor and defpife ‘the in- 

ventors, = encouragers, and the believers of 
‘No. 18. “ 
















thefe ‘blafphemous’ftories ? in fome cafes again, 
they.make gods of their .paffions, as frights, 
feaus; and:the like ; and then worthip them in 
the:worft..of forms ;:fo'that there can be no- 
thing-fo fcandalous among men, but may ‘do 
‘wells enough in. the character of one of their 
igods: «And yet all this-is not fufficient to de- 
ter the people from facrificing to the more:to~ 
derable:fort of thefe monfters. But ‘they look 
-apon: their. gods as the: authors :of:.good ‘and 
evil). atid confequently.as their friends, or 
‘their: enemies, in: proportion to the one or the 
other - Upon this ’confideration: they .do_ by 
theirs} deities as ‘with ill-natur’d men; they 
‘worthip. and endeavour to appeafe.them with 
‘prefents;' for fear they fhould hurr them. - 
Burr how comes mankind all this while co 
dabour: under fo many defperate andidangerous 
miftakes concerning God’? unlefs cither from 
the:law-giver’s ignorance of the divine naturc 
from the. beginning, or:elfe for want of com- 
municating to the world’ the notions they. had . 
oft shings,’ as matters -of little moment per- 
haps-in-their opinions ;:and fo Icft the poets 


The ground 
of fo many 
grofs mit- 
tukes con- 
cerning God. 


‘and::the: ‘orators betwixt.them to make gads 


after their own wild and. extravagant imagina- 
tions:;c and: by.this means contounding their 
politicks,- with idle-tales and ainufements of 
uncouth deities ancftrange worfhip. 9° 
‘-Parnrers and :ftatuaries contributed. alfo 
in a: great'‘meafure:to this abufe, by. the-liberty 
the Greeks took:in' dreffing up their gods in 
What: fhape and figure the workman pleas’d, 
every man according to “his particular fancy. 
And they had their:varicties for: mattcr alfo as 
well-as ‘for form; fome-.working.‘in plaifter, 
others: (of the better fort). in gold and ivory, 
fome-in fculpturc, others:in colours: and’ the 
laft:piece, for novelty’s fake, was ftill reputed 
the beft. As the old gods: tell off, and..went 
out-of. fafhion, they: werefucceeded infenfibly 
by -new ;. and upon. the: failing of one religi- 
on, another ftartéd‘up.‘’ Ic.was the fame thing 
withi-their .cemples::teo; as one: was laid in 
-rubbifh, .another was'rais'd: out of: the ruins.of 
ir,! according to thé humour’ of the: prefent a divine 
age y whereas the! worlhip of God ought to worfhip isas 
be: as:unchangeable:as Ged himfelf-.: unchange- | 
-.: Wee: may. reckonApollonius ‘Molon’in the aca 
number of .the overweaning fools. But for : 
thofe among’ the Greeks that deferve the. name The Greek 
.of philofophers, they:-are no-ftrangers to the fages had 
truth of what T have: deliver’d; but’entertain eee Be 
the fame. reverent thoughts of God that we a deity with 
do,:and ‘with as. ferifible a contempt for. the the Jews 
-fablesand fooleries on the other hand,’ as they themfelves. 
oughtto. have... Ic: was-inot for nothing that 
Plato: would fuffer-no poets in his common- 
wealth: nay, ‘he difcharg’d Homer. himfelf 
too,-tho” with’ all :the ‘honours of a poct lau- 
reat, ‘for fear. the fabulous religion-fhould de- 
ftroy:the true. ‘This great man_of ‘all others 
conies-the neareft to the example of- Mofes, in ptato’s com- 
the model-of his.common-wealth’;. where he mon-wealth 
charges all his fubjeéts to ftudy<their‘ laws, in fome ao 
and.to get them: by-heart,and- not, to inter~ nce hoe” 
mingle cuftoms with ftrangers.; but_to_preferve sey's, 
their government in. its original purity, and 
td, pay''a ‘ftri@t. obedicince, to their. ordinances 
and decrees. , hah mohe NS evi Se Bieta hie 
.Aportontius ‘Molon never: thought‘of this, © 
‘when-he fell fo heavily upon the Jews, for noc 
admitting men to a participation in the myftc- 
ries of their religion, who were of a differing 
6S way 
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way and perfuafion, as if this were our cafe 
alone; whereas all people (generally fpeak- 
ing) do the fame thing; the Greeks them- 
felves, and the fobereft men of the party. too.” 
The Lacede- Tne Lacedemonians, we fee, would nei- 
monians ad- cher fuffer a mixture of ftrangers among them, 
mitnofiran- nor fo much as their own citizens to travel 
a abroad, for fear of contracting ill habits ci- 


ther way, and degenerating into a liking: of 


ill cuftoms and manners. Now this was.a fe- 
verity liable enough to a cenfure, to debar 
them the common privileges of fociety and 
commerce : but fo far are we from this unmer- 
ciful rigour, that, tho’ we do not thruft. our- 
{elves into other people’s matters, we are yet 
ready and open-to entertain-all profelytes, and 
to receive thofe that have a mind to join with 
us; which muft not be deny’d to be a gene- 
rous and a charitable difpofition. - 

Ber to pafs now from the Lacedemonians 
_to the Athenians; they, on the other hand, 
“make ic their glory to give admittance to all 

itrangers: but this was more, I fuppofe, than 
st Apoilonius was aware of. The Athenians 
*- were fo inexorably zealous for the honour of 
their gods, that it was made capiral to let fall 
fo much as one irreverent word upon that fub- 
ject. What was it that Socrates dy’d for? 
not for betraying the common-wealth, or burn- 
ing their temples ; not for treafon or facrilege ; 
but for framing new oaths by the direétion, as 
he fuggefted, of a divine fpirit. Whether this 
was jeit or cameft, it remains a fecret.to this 
day: but tor this ic was however that Socrates 
was try’d, condemn’d, and put to death by 
poifon. He was likewife charg’d for infafing 
talfe doétrines into the heads of the people, 
and endeavouring to fupplant the religion and 
the laws of his country. This was the end, 
in fine, of Socrates, a citizen of Athens. 

I sHatx now produce another inftance of 
Anaxagoras the Clazomenian, who was put to 
death for afirming the Athenians ped: the 
fun, to be only a red-hot ftone. And then 
there was a * talent offer’d by proclamation 
to any man that fhould bring in the head of 
Diagoras the Melian for ridiculing the myfte~ 
ries of their religion. And thcy would have 
gone the fame way to work with Protagoras 
too, if he had nor gotten away in time. His 
pretended crime was the writing of a tract, 
wherein he delivers himfelf doubtfully of the 
Athenian gods. But what wonder is it to fee 
mien treated at this barbarons rate, where even 
the women themfelyes fonnd no better quar- 
ter. As for example; did they not put a 
pricftefs to death, upon an accufation of wor- 
Shipping ftrange gods? and was it not made 
death alfo for any man to introduce a foreign 
religion ? what can be more evident now, than 
that, fo far as thcfe laws were in credit, the 
people thought the gods of other nations falfe, 
and unfit to be believed: for if they had not, 
they would never have barr’d themfelves the 
comfort and benefit of their favour. 

Nay, the Scythians themfelves, tho’ the 
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moft blood-thirfty people upon the face of the The barba-. 

carey fod pans one tei eve Eanes: see ne 

made fo great a {cruple yet of preferving the rice 

say fterice of their Srarilicn, chat they buccherd aN piel 

the famous Anacharfis, only for fpeaking too for laws and 

reverently of the Grecian gods. We read cuftoms. 

likewife of feveral of the Perfians that fuf- 

fer’d death upon:the fame account. . Now tor 

Apollonius Molon, he was a known friend to 

the Perfian laws, and one that had them. in 

admiration as well as ‘the Greeks, for. their 

firmnefs and agreement in the matter of wor- 

fhip (I fpeak of their conftancy upon the burn- 

ing of ‘their temples,) yet Molon had not 

only a -good opinion of their ways, but -was 

alfo in fame fort an imitator of them, in the 

extravagant liberties he took of abufing other 

men’s wiyes, and putting out the eyes of their 

children: inhumanities that are declar’d death 

without mercy by our laws, tho’ commitred 

but upon irrational creatures. 
Sucu is the vencration we have, in fhort, The conftar 

for the obfervance of thefé Jaws, that neither cy of ne 

power, profir, fear, or any other confiderati- seus fie 

on under the Sun, can ever divert, or deter 5 

us from the confcientious .difcharge of our du- 

ty. And wedonot put’ ourfelves upon thefe 

hazards and experiments, in a profpect of 

picking a quarrel, and making an advantage 

of it, but for the fupport and maintenance of 

our lawful rights. We have fubmitted to all 

other forts of outrage, with patience and re- 

fignation ; but whoever offers to force us to 2 

tranfgrefion of our laws, touches us to the 

quick: in which cafe the fenfe of that oppref- 

fion hath made us daring and obftinate to the 

laft degree. But what have we to do to cn~ 

vy the laws of other nations, which we fec 

abandon’d by the very founders of them? 


.What have the Lacedemonians to fay for them- 


felves in excufe of their hard-hearted inhofpi- 
tality, and the liberties they take in an un- 
marry’d. life? and fo for the people of Elis, 
and Thebes, in the impudence of their pre- 
pofterous and unnatural lufts? 2 practice thar 
a fhamelefs connivance hath almoft turn’d into 
a legal allowance : and it hath fo far prevail’d 
among the Greeks alfo, that they have. inti- 
tied their very gods to the abufe ; who, in the 
heat of an unbridled appetite, married, and 
coupled with their own fifters, and compound- 
ed for the tranfgreffion. . 

War. fhall we think of thofe law-givers The prac- 
now, that take more pains to fave the crimi- tices of lewd 
nals than to punith them; by commuting for Jaw-give™s 
a pecuniary mul€ét in the cafe of adultery, and 
atoning for fornication a marrying the abufed. 
virgin ? It would be endlefs to fum up all the 
defperate temptations, to the renouncing ‘of 
piety and virtue, that are thrown out to un- 
wary -people, in thefe compofitions and expe- 
dients, even to the total fubverfion of their 
laws: nay, the refolution is often taken be- 
forehand of trampling all that is facred under 
foot. Bur this can never be faid of us, whom 
neither diftance, abfence, tyranny, nor death 





* As there were two Attick talents, which was here meant is not very certain : the lefs weighed fifty feven 


pounds feven penny weight and twelve 


ins, and its value in filver amounted to one hundred feventy ane Pounds 


one fhilling and tenpence halfpenny, and in gold to two thoufand -feven-hundred thirty fevén pounds ten fhillings. 
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irfelf, the faving of life, liberty, or for- 
tune could ever remove from the rule of our 
obligation. Now if it be for the intrinfick 
excellency of our laws, that our hearts are fo 
fet upon them, it muft be granted, that our af- 
feétions are well plac’d, and that the laws 
themfelves anfwer the end they were made 
for: but if ic fhall be faid, that they are void of 
all goodnefs, how much more to blame are 
they who pretend to have betrer laws of their 
own, and will not maintain them? 

Bur time tries all things, and no fuch proof 
of the goodnefs of a Jaw as the antiquity of 
it. So that we fhall caft the caufe upon thar 
iffae, for the honour both of our law-giver, 
and of the laws themfelves, with a regard to 
God’s holy worfhip. It will be granted us 
beyond all controverfy, that Mofes was the 
firlt. law-giver we read of, by many ages; and 
that as our laws were deliver’d trom heaven 
by him, fo they were follow’d and imitated, 
more or lefs, by all other nations. ‘The an- 
cient Greeks, as to the generality of them, had 
in appearance, I muft confefs, laws peculiar 
co themfelves ; but their philofophers had all 
this while the very fame perfuafion of God 
that we have, and inculcated the fame doc- 
trines of life and manners. 

Nay, fuch is the reputation we have a long 
time had in the world, for our piety and good 
government, that there is hardly any nation, 
either Greck, or Barbarian, that does not live 
in fome fort of conformity to our example ; 
either in the obfervance of our feventh day’s 
fabbath, the ufe of lamps, the celebration of 
fafts, abftinence from fuch and fuch certain 
meats; and fo in matter of humanity, chari- 
table agreement and fociety, indefatigable la- 
bour and induftry, and an invincible conftancy 
in faffering for the truth. In all thefe obfer- 
vations, I fay, they do but write after our 


copy- 

Bor the moft wonderful thing of all is yet 
to come: that is to fay, how this fingle body 
of laws fhould of icfelf work fo powerfully 
upon all mankind, without any other autho- 
rity for the putting of it in execution, and 
influencing mens minds, in fome proportion, as 
the Almighty. influences the univerfe. Now 
whofoever looks but into his own country, or 
into his own family, will find all this to be 
true that I have faid. 

Wx any man, that does not hate us, ad- 
vife us now to change our old laws for new 
ones: and the better for the worfe too? or if 
#t be otherwife, let the people give over re~ 
proaching us. We do not efpoufe this caufe 
out of iewill to any man, but out of the ve- 
neration we have for the memory of our pro- 
phet, and in a full perfuafion that God him- 
felf fpeaks to us by the mouth of Mofes. Or 
make it the cafe now, that we did not fuffici- 
ently underftand the value of our own laws, 
purely upon their own account ; the mighty 
number of profeffors and admirers, would be 
enough to give us a high efteem of them. I 
have handled this fubject more at ar in my 
antiquities, being forc’d upon what I have faid 


in Anfwer to APION. 


at prefent, by a kind of neceffity, for the vin- 
dication of truth againft calumny and injuftice, 
without any defign of advancing our own cre- 
dit upon the difparagement of others. 

To. draw towards a conclufion, I reckon 
now that I have been as good as my word to 
every point of my undertaking; ‘for I have 
abundantly prov’d the antiquity of a people 
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that were calumniated for upitarts, and I have The Jews na 
likewife produc’d feveral eminent authorities, upttarts. 


that make honourable mention of us in their 
annals, ‘They will have ict that our anceftors 


Several mali- 


cious {can~ 


came originally out of Egypt, which I have dals ait 


undeniably difprov’d. ‘They 
another ftory of our being expell’d Egypt for 
corporal maladies and contagious diftempers : 
whereas I have made it evident, on the other 
hand, that they cut out their way through 

the troops of their cnemies into their own 

country. ‘There are others again, who repre- 

fent Mofes for one of the worft of men, in 

contradiétion to the concurrent teftimonies of 
feveral ages to his immortal honour. 

As to the vindication of our laws from 
{candalous tongues, there needs no more to 
convince any man of the piety and wifdom of 
them, than barely to read and underftand them. 
Thefe laws are in the firft place declared ene- 
mies to iniquity and luxury, and promoters 
of peace, charity, induftry and jufticc. They 
allow of no war, either to fatisfy ambition or 
avarice: neither do they approve of returning 
evil for evil. They encourage boldnefs and 
refolution in the common defence. They pre~ 
caution people againft being circumvented with 
fair and falfe pretences; and teach men to 
make their aétions fpeak more than their words. 

Uron thefe confiderations, I may with con- 
fidence affirm, that we have the beft laws un- 
der the fun. For whatis there in nature pre- 
ferable to an inviolable piety? what morc 
agreeable and beneficial than union in profpe~ 
rity, and a true friendfhip in adverfity ? an 
intrepid bravery in the hazards of war, a fe- 
dulous application to arts and husbandry in 
times of peace; and finally, whatever we do, 
or wherefoever we are, to have it conftantly 
in our minds that an all-feeing God overlooks 
us, and a divine Providence governsall things? 
Now if thefe things were either written elfe- 
where, or lodg’d in other hands before they 
came to us, we are to acknowledge the fame 
obligation to them, who had them firft in pof- 
feffion, that. the pupil owes to his tutor. But 
if they were never feen or heard of any where 
elfe before, and if from generation to gene- 
ration, for a long feries of ages, we have made 
them conftantly the precife rule of our prac- 
tice and profeflion (as we have moft certainly 
done) let the Apions and the Molons, and all 
fuch ‘as delight in the inventing and {preading 
of lies and detraétion, fay and do their worft; 
I have my end in the account I have given to 
you, generous Epaphroditus, and other curi- 
ous inquifitors into the truth of our ftory, for 
whofe fatisfaGtion chiefly thefe books in de- 
fence of our antiquity were written. 


The End of the Second Book of Josrruus againft Apion. 
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Wars of the JEWS. 


F all the wars that were ever feen or heard of in this or former ages, whether No war like 
f th 

rn or civil, that of the Jews with the Romans, was: undoubtedly the sate wie 

moft confiderable; and there are feveral pretenders to the writing of the fto- Se eae 


ry. Some take up their materials barely upon truft, aria hear-fay without “it ae 
any knowledge at all of the matter in queftion. ‘And there are fome again, who were eye- 
witneffes, that itifle and difguife the evident truth of: things with partial reports and falfe 
glofies, more like orators than hiftorians,' in favour of the one fide, of the other, as the 
fation ftands affected, without any regard to the good faith or repiitation of the work: : 

U pow this confideration, I Jofeph the fon of Matthias, an Hebrew’ ‘born, anda prieft 
of Jerufalem, have now enter’d into a ‘defign of: turning ‘that nafration into Greek, : for . 
the commor: benefit-of the fubjeéts of the Roman empite, which'I formierly commiuiiica~ 
ted in my mother-tongue to Barbarians, ° for their better information: And I. thalb'give Thie work. 
farther to underftand, that; inthe beginning of the war, I firft bore arms for ‘the Jews a mney i 
againft the Romans, and during the whole of it, was conftrained of: neceffity to be: pre- ert an 
fent as eye-witnefs, being detained prifoner in the Roman camp, while all the remaining war. 





part of it was tranfacted. 

Tuts terrible war broke out at a juncture, when the Romans were all embroil’d a- 4. fate of . 
mong theméelves: And the Jews, being ftrong, rich, and feditious, wanted neither ‘men, a o whes 
money, nor refolution, to improve the opportunity ; which they inflam’d into fo defperate broke out. 
a tumult, that they did not only flatter themfelves with the hope -of carrying all before 
them, but at the fame time ftruck whole nations in the eaft with an apprehenfion of being 
totally over-run: For the. Jews, as well thofe beyond Euphrates, as the reft, were all de- 
termined unanimoufly to rife as one man. © The Gauls were alfo'in motion upon the bor- 
ders of Italy, the Germans unquiet ; and in one word, every place ‘in’ commotion, and 
things in confufion every -where upon.the death of Nero: Some fetting ¢ ip for the empire 
itfelf, others for making their fortunes by a change of governmient; “the ‘toldiery as well as 


the reft, and all bent upon innovations. 
6T Is 


ae eae 
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jolephis : In this ftate of affairs; I thought it a duty neceflary and incumbent upon me to vindi- 
ound in Ao- 
nour and — cate fo many important truths from impofture and miftake; and after having inftructed 


write che ie the Parthians, the Babylonians, the moft remote of the Arabians, the Jews on the other 
wen fide of the Euphrates, atid the Adiabeni, ina juft account of therife, progref%, and event 
of the war, not to fuffer the Greeks, and fo many of the Romans, who were unconcern- 
ed in the action, to be impofed upon, by flatteries and fictions, and to continue wholly 
ignorant upon the main. 
The partiali- Bou 1 with what face fhall people cry up that for hiftory, which has neither fenfe nor 
ae Phifer connexion in it, not fo muchas one fyllable, (in my opinion ) that makes for their pur= 
poie ? As if they could not do honour fufficient to the Romans, without vilifying the Jews. 
Now I do not underftand how glory can be attained by triumphing over a weak adverfa- 
Bees cclas He Why were they not afhamed rather of being {0 long about it, confidering the migh- 
the enemy, ty power of the Romans, with the fame and conduct of their generals? “Which is all let- 
eee fen’d, if, upon the gaining of their point, they derogate from the bravery and refolution 
vis of thofe they have overcome. 

F aR beit from me at laft to enlarge upon the exploits of the Jews, as others do upcn 
the Romans; for the thing I pretend, is todo right indifferently to both parties; without 
adding or diminifhing ; to givea true and faithful narrative of whatI know and can prove to 
be facts, and to content myfelf in the indulgence now and then of an affectionate and 
tender affliction for the deplorable calamities and deftruGtion of my country: But we 
were ruined by our own divifions; and then for the burning of the holy temple, ic was 
the tyranny of our own governours which forc’d the Romans, very much againft their 
wills, upon that extremity. Witmefs Titus Cefar himfelf, under whofe command it was 
fy of Ties deftroy'd: How did he compaffionate us all along, when he faw how we were torn to 
ve een "he pieces by inteftine factions! Even to the degree of fufpending the final deftruGtion of the 
. city, when he had it in his power to have laid it in afhes out of hand: And all this on 

purpofe to give the authors of the war time to bethink themfelves better, and repent of 
the folly of their undertakings. If it fhall be objected, that, in this paffion and bitternefS 
of mine againft the oppreffors and fpoilers of my country, I have tranfgrefs'd the laws and 
bounds of an hiftorian, I have nothing to offer, but the impotency of an ungovernable 
forrow in my excufe. For ofall the places that ever fell under the dominion of the Roman 
empire, Jerufalem was undoubtedly the city that had the greateft fhare in both ex- 
The glory tremes, by turns, of glory and mifery: From the creation of the world, in fine, to 


and mifery 0 


Jerufslem by this very inftant, never were any people reduced to fuch a tranfcendant pitch of mifery 
Cums. 

asthe Jewswere. And, for a fartheraggravation of the calamity, we ourfelves were our 
own executioners, which makes the cafe yet more inconfolable.. Now if any man fhall 
think me too fenfibly affected in fo deplorable a ftate of things, let him diftinguifh be- 


twixt the tragical circumftances of the ftory, and the good-natur’d infirmities. of the 


author. 
The Greeks Urowm this occafion, I cannot but blame and wonder at (feveral eloquent men 
friend: . 
ee the Jews. @mong the Greeks, to fee them only by-ftanders and eye-witnefies of fo remarkable a 


revolution for war and military actions, in comparifon of which the wars of former 
ages were but mere trifles, without concerning theméelves in any memorials of the hit 
tory: Nay, (which is worfe) and derogating at the fame time from the ability of others, 
who were willing to perform that office, whom, tho’ they may excel in. capacity 
and talent, they abundantly fall fhort of in choice of a fubjeé&t and laudable defign. ‘And 
yet thefe cenforious criticks can take upon them at the fame time to compile hiftories 
of the Medes and Affyrians, though done already to their hands by antient writers, 
to whom they are as much inferior for ftile and matter, as for defign. But their way 
of writing was to relate what they had feen, fpeak upon knowledge, and to be as good 


as. 
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as their words, -without laying themfelves open to the fcandal of a contradiétion, by 

any difguife or falfe fuggeftion whatfoever. It is the part of a faithful and a judicious hit. Theduty of 

ftorian, to furnith himfelf with materials that are new and notcommon, and fo to ie cane ss 

mitthé memorials of his own time down to pofterity. Now that man canhot properly 

be faid to beaman of {kill andinduftry, who only tranfpofes likea plagiary the order and 

difpofition of another man’s writings; but he rather who obliges the world with an entire 

body of hiftory, that’s allnew, and hisown. It has coft me (being a ftranger) a great 

deal of money and labour, to furnith both Greeks and Romans witha memorial of tranf- 

actions worthy to beknown. But for the Greeks themtelves, tho’ their mouths are open 

enough either upon the fubjeét of controverfy or profit, yet in the matter of hiftory, 

which requires truth and pains, they are all as mute as fifhes; leaving it toa company of 

pitiful fcriblers, who underftand nothing at al], to m anage the province of hiftorians, and 

communicate to the world the lives and aétions of prin ces. But the good faith of hifto- 

ry is,never thé lefs venerable with us, tho’ the Greeks undervalue it. . 

, I micu T give you an account here of the original of the Jews; who they were, how 

they cameto leave Egypt, what countries they pafs’d-thorugh in their wandrings, where 

they inhabited, how long and how often, and when and whither they went from thence : 

But at this time, and in this place, it would be both fuperfluous and unfeafonable; in 

regard that the ftory has been fo faithfully deliver’d over and over already, by feveral of 

our own people, and as candidly tranflated by fome of the Greeks into their own tongie. 

I fhall begin my hiftory where their writers and our prophets left off.’ As to the conduct Joe a 

of the war, which I was an eye-witnefS of, I fhall be as copious and particular as is poffi- defign, 

ble ; but for what pafs’d before my time, I fhall be more fhort and general. 

‘Tn method I propofe to myfelf, fhall be to fet forth how Antiochus, firnamed Epipha- An hiftorical 
nes, after the conquering of Jerufalem, and keeping pofleffion of it for three years and an the oa 
half, came to be driven out by the fons of Afamoneus ; and afterwards, upon a conteft be- 
twixt the fucceflors who fhould govern, how the Romans, under the command of Pompey, 
made their advantage of that divifion; and how Herod, the fon of Antipater, by the 
help of Sofius the general, put an end to the power of the Afamonean line. 

'- In the next place, how aft er the death of Herod, and under the reign of Auguftus, 
there happen’d a popular revolt of the Jews from the Romans; Quintilius Varus being 
at that time governour of Judea. I fhall likewife treat of the war that broke out in the 
twelfth’ of Nero, and what pafe’d under the command of Ceftius, with the notable ex- 
ploits of the Jews upon their firit entering into arms. _ a 
“ ‘TureirR fortifying the borders upon the difafters of Ceftius, and Nero’s putting Vet 
pafian at the head of the army for fear of the main chance; how this general, with his 
eldeft fon, enter’d into Judea with a powerful army of Romans; the defeat of a body of 
auxiliaries that were {catter’d all over Galilee, with the number of the flain; how he took 
fome of their towns by force, while others furrender’d. I fhall deliver nothing, in fine, 
but what I know to be true upon fight, and ceftain knowledge: With a refpect to the Ro- 
man management of the war, their government’and difcipline, the bounds and content 
of both Galilees, the condition and limits of Judea, the particular quality of the foil, the 
lakes and fountains, what towris were taken, and the miferies they endur’d by fire 
and fword. I fhall do all this; "without fuppreffing > any partof my own misfortunes ; 
wherein I doubt not of being beliew’d, for I write to thofe who know I fpeak the truth. 
My next point will be, to fhew how the tidings of Nero’s death coming to Vefpafian, 
joft as he was ready to take Jerufalem by ftorin (the Jews at that time being reduced to 
a very weak condition) the affairs of the empire diverted him, and call’d him away to 
Rome. I thall take notice alfo of the prefages he had of his future greatnefs, the changes 
be found there, and the foldiery declaring him emperor, even againtft his will. 
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How 
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How upon his going into Egypt, to give neceffary orders for fettling of the common- 
wealth there, the Jews broke out into inteftine feuds; the flavery they. endur’d under ty- 
rannical oppreffors, and the fierce animofities one amongft another ; how Titus, upon 
his return out of Egypt, made two inroads into Judea; how he levy'd an army, where 
he drew them up, and in what form of battle. oe 

Wow many defperate commotions he faw in Jerufalem with his own eyes ; ehe 
number of his approaches, the ftrength and vaft bignefs of his works, the compafs and 
the thicknefS of the three walls, the fortifications of the city, as alfo of the temple, ‘the 
figure and the dimenfions of the altar: All this (hall be exactly and faithfully related. 
And fo for our folemn feftivals, and the ceremonies which attend them; the féven ‘forts 
of purification, the offices of the prieftly funétion, the facerdotal robes, and all that is 
iacred belonging to the holy temple. Nothing of this hall be either alter’d or omitted ; 
but an exact and punctual account of it given, without making it either more or lef, . 

I su ax. then come to the cruelty of our own governours towards thof of their own 
tribe and profeffion, andthe humanity of the Romans, even towards ftrangers; and fhew 
how often, and how generoufly Titus, out of an honourable defire to faye both the tem- 
pleand the city, prefs’dand invited the Jews to come to an agreement among themfelves, 
T thall enlarge alfo upon the fufferings and calamities of the people, and the variety of af- 
flictions they labour’d under; one while by war, another while by fedition, and then 
again by famine, till in the end they were made prifoners: Neither fhall I pais over the de- 
ftruétion of the fugitives, or the torments infliéted upon thofe who were taken prifoners. 


Jersfilem, Nor fhall I forget the conflagration of the temple, againft the very will and liking of 
the tempie Cefar himfelf: The facred treafure of all forts that was there confum’d, the remainder of 
bome 


the city laid wholly in afhes, the prodigies and portents that preceded the captivating of 
our tyrannical mafters, and the flavery of the people that were carry’daway, with an ac- 
count of their refpective adventures; the eager purfuit of the Romans after thofe who ef- 
cap’d the dint of the war; and the razing of the retreats and habitations of the conquer’d 
down tothe very ground. I fhall fay fomewhat likewife of Titus’s progref$ through the 
country, to put things in fome fort of order again; and then of his return into Italy, 
and of his triumph. 

Tsaese are the heads of the feven following books, which I have written for the 
fake of truth, not diverfion; in confidence, that no man who knows any thing of the 
matter, or was prefent at the war, will blame me for it: And for the order of the 
work, I fhall only refer the reader to the chapters. 
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-vufalen. cruel perfecutor of the Fews, and Bacthides as bad. Matthias kills Bacchides. a 
' . das. gets the temple. and-reftores God’s-worfbip. Antiochus dies. Eléazar kill’d by the ‘fall of an 
: elephant. Fudas.flainby the troops of Antiochus. |. °°. : Rm te, Bry hs 


Antiochus.and Ptolemy:contind for the fovervignty of Syriac. : Antiochis enters Fudea; and a a 


WAg-H E great :men‘of the Jews being 
EAE divided into factions among them- 
; Be felves, upon.an.impulfeof honour, 
(for met of dignity and: power do- 
eNe22 not naturally love to be! fubjefted. 
to, their equals) and’ this happening: at a time: 
when there was a: conteft betwixt “Antiochus 
Antigchtis = Epiphanes, and:Prolemy the. fixth, concerning 
ee the -fovereignty of: Syria, Onias, -one of: the 
Onwstoo ©igh-priefts, gor theibetter.of it, and ‘drove 
hard for T'o- the fons of Tobias outof the city ; who flying 
bias, to Antiochus: for refuge, earneftly .befought 
him: with fipplications; that he would break 
into Judea): and make ufe of them:for guides.. 
The king: was eafily iprévailed upon to do the. 
thing his: heart was fét.upon before ; and fo he 
Antiochus arch’d/into-Judea wich avery powerful atmy, 
enters Ju- took ‘Jernfalem itfelfby -aflault, and put a'pro-: 
tc,and _  digiofis number of: people to the fword, who 
ake" were fufpected to ‘be favourites of Ptolemy. cityithat:was taken every day over again. This 
ei The pillage in géncral he gave to the-foldiers, | was'his:way of proceeding, till the infupport- 
‘rifled the temple itfelf, and for three syears |-able infolence provok’d fome of the -fufferers . 
-and a half difcontinu’d the prayers and. facri-.| to meditate a revenge. - ; 

. fices: which were-wont to be offer’d up daily |’ Maaruras thefon of Afamoneus, (of Mo« 
there to,-Almighty God. :. The high-prieft:O= 
‘nias fled'to-Prolemy, who gave him leave! ts 
‘build-a temple and a city near Heliopolis, after 
the’ model of that .at Jerufalem; which. we 

fhall have occafion: to {peak of elfewhere.:::, . 
AnTiocHus, notwithftanding he was.inow.. 

-become matter of a ftrong and wealthy city; of 

. which. -he had. got the. poffeffion.. beyond all 
thought: or expectation ;. his enemies: flaugh- 
tered and:humbled:at his feet, .and. their coun-. 

try ravaged and laid :defolate before. him; “yet 

all this was not fufficient to put a ftop to the 

courfe of an infatiable cruclty and ambition: 
















Sce Antiqui- SAE 
ties, lib. 12. oye 
cap. 6, 7, 8, & 


the difficulties he faffer’din the fiege, promp- 
ted him’ to force the Jews to renounce: their J 
laws, rites, and religion of their country: 
They were'no longer to circumcife their chil- 
dren, -nor. to offer any facrifices upon their al= 
‘tars, ‘but ‘hogs, which the law has ‘exprefly 
forbidden... ‘This was a barbarity that all’ good 
-men had.a horror for, ‘and whoever. difcover’d. 
-but the leaft refentment of it, was fure to dic 
for it.’ Bacchides Had.‘at that time ‘the com= 
mand of.Jadea under-Antiochus, and the world 
‘could not have found-him out a fitter inftru- 
ment for his purpofe; he being a man naturally 
mercilefs and fierce, -and: as ready: to execute 






quality. with blows;-like flaves; and Jerufa- 
Jem, in fine, was noother than the image of a 


| of his own domefticks, (having five fons) and : 
arming them with daggers, kill’d Bacchides, §}? 
and fo ::withdrew immediately to the“ moun- 
tains for their fecurity,; out of reach of the 
garifons,:: Great. numbers of the people join’d 
Matthias, ‘till he. found himfelf ftrong: enough 
.to.vehture: down into the plain; where he gave 
Antiochus’s generals’ battle; and: beat’ them 
‘out ofithe country:.."This faccefs gave: him 
‘fach ai reputation,. that.the.people,; in acknow- 
ledgment.of theirdeliverance, chofe him for © 
their general; In. which.command he dy’d, 

a ‘ ~6U (-- leaving 


Befide; the matice he carry’d in his Heart for Antiochus a 


mifchief, -as the other: could be to command it; Bacchides 


| It was-his.:common: praétice to treat. men of #5 bad. 


din) :and: one of the priefts, drew out _a troop Matthias 
makes a par- 
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leaving the government to his eldeft fon Ju- 
das. . 

Now Judas (upon a prefumption that An- 
ticchus Would not give it over thus) gota 
conliderable body of an army together of his 
own countrymen; and in the firft place ftruck 
up an alliance with thé Romans. _Antiochus, 
upon this, made another incurfion into Judea, 
where he reccived a terrible repulfe and de~ 
feat. Judas ply’d his advantage, and gave an 
aflaule to the city-garifon, being as yet un- 
touch’d. In this action, the foldiers were 
beaten out of the upper city (commonly call’d 
the hely:place) into the lower. Judas being 
now poficfs’d of the temple, purify’d it all 


Tudas gets 


ee anal over, run a wall about it, and furnifh’d it a- 
Cukwore new with all forts of veffels for the fervice of 
thip. Geu’s worfhip; the other being look’d upon as 
Antioch:s | pollured and prophan’d. He caus’d to be ¢- 
ee oreéted alfo another altar, and facrifices to be 


offer'd upon it; but as foon as cver religion 
was reftor’d, Antiochus dy’d. 

Tris Antiochus was followed by another 
of the fame name, the fucceffor of his father’s 
enmity tothe Jews, as well as of his crown. 
He put himtelt atthe head of an army of fifty 
thouland foot, near five thoufand horfe, and 
cighty elephants; and fo fell inupon Judeaby 
the wav of the mountains. He took the town 
cf Bethfura; and paffing through a narrow 
defile, in a place called Beth-zacharias, Judas 
engag’d him in the pafs, and before the ar- 
mics could join, his brother Eleazar taking no- 
tice of one’elephant taller than the reft, with 
2 great caftle upon his back, and rich golden 
trappings, he took it for granted that Antio- 
chus muit needs be there uponit. In this con- 
idence, he advanc’d upon the enemy, and 
madc his way into their body, up to the ele- 
phanet; but finding that the perfon upon him, 
whom he cook for the king, was out of his 
reach, he ftabb’d the beatt into the guts, and 
was croth’d to death under the weight of him 
upon his fall; giving only to under{ftand how 
he much a brave man valu’d his honour above his 
fllor ete. life, But he, ic feems, that rode this ele- 
phant, was only a private man; and if it had 
been Antiochus himfelf, Eleazar could have 
got no more by it than the reputation of pre- 
tering the glory of an heroical exploit above 
lite. This difappointment waslook’d upon by 
his brother, as a prefuge tothe fate of the bat- 
tle; for. though the Jews maintain’d a long 
and an obftinate fight, they were yet in the 
end over-borne by numbers; and after a great 
lots cf men, Judas with the remainder, rétir’d 
into the Toparchy of Gophnis;. but Antiochus 
march’d direétly to Jerufalem, and, after a 
few days flay, was forc’d to withdraw again 
for want cf neceflarics, leaving behind: him a 
competent garifon, and fending the reft to take 
their winter-quarters in Syria. 

Tue king being now out of the way, Judas 
was not idle; but taking heare upon the re- 
courfe to him of feveral of his own nation, to- 
gether with thofe who had efcap’d out of the 
late battle, he encounter’d fome of the troops 
of Antiochus at a place call’d Adafa; where 
he made himfelf fo fignal-by his conduct. and 
valour, that, being known in the battle, he 


chus fuccesds 
him. 





Fadas fain 
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Book I, 
aétion. His brother John did not live many 

days afterhim, bcing inveigled into an ambuth, 

and flain by the fricnds of Antiochus. 





CHAP. I. 

Fonathan betray’d, and put to death by Tryphon. 
Simon recovers Fudea, and is murder’d by the 
treachery of Ptolemy. A plot upon Sohn, alias 
Hyrcanus, but difappointed, The barbarous 
cruelty of Ptolemy to the mother and brothers of 
Hyrcanus. Antiochus lays frege to Ferttfalent. 
Sebafte deftroy’d by Ariftovulus and Autigontus. 


ONATHAN facceeded his brother as See Ant.1, 13, 
prince of the Jews, and behav’d him-¢. 3, 9, 19, 

{elf with great caution and prudence towards 177 141i 
thofe of his own nation; itrengthening his Boe bine 
intereft alfo by making friends of the Ro- 
mans, and coming to a better underitanding 
with the fon of Antiochus. Neverthelefs all 
this was nor fufficient to fecure him from dan- 
ger. For the tyrant Tryphon, the tutor of 
young Antiochus, had recourfe to treachery, 
and how he might deprive Jonathan of the af- 27a) 
fiftance of his friends over and above: Sothat "Eeieucs 
upon Jonathan’s coming to Antiochus at Pro- an putto 
lemais, with a flender train, Tryphon feiz’d death. 
him by furprize ; and when he had him prifo- 
ner, march’d with his army againft Judea, 
where Simon, the brother of Jonathan, beat 
him off, and routed him; upon which he 
went away in a rage, and put Jonathan to 
death. 

Simon went onat the fame rate of conduct 
and courage; he took * Gazara, Joppa, and 
Jamnia, made himfelf mafter alfo of - Acca- 
ron, and demolifh’d it, affifted Antiochus a- 
gainft Tryphon, who, before his expedition in- 
to Media, laid fiege to Dora. But fuch was 
the avarice of this king, that though Simon 
had contributed to the death of Tryphon, by 
the aid he had given him, itwas not long af- 
ter yet, that Antiochus fent Cendebeus with 
anarmy, tolay wafte Judea, and to enflave Si- 
mon himfelf. This prince of the Jews was 
fomewhat in years, buc manag’d the war 
however with a fpirit of youth and vigour. He 
fent his fons before with the beft of his troops, 
and went another way with thereit ; and hav- 
ing planted feveral ambufhes up and down a- 
bout the mountains, he fucceededevery where, 
and gain’d a mighty victory: After which, he 
was declar’d high-prieft. Thus was Judea de- Simon over- 
liver’d out of the hands of the Macedonians, throws Cem" 
after a fubjection to them of an hundred and ae 
feventy years. Judea. 
Tuis great man was murder’d afterward Simon mu- 
at a feaft, by the ‘treafon of his fon-in-law der’d by 
Ptolemy, who, having at the fame time his the ae 
wife and two of his fons prifoners, ordered {Y. aoe 


ie: 7 my his fon- 
certain of his fervants, whom he fent for that jn-law. 


Jonathan be. 


purpofe, to difpatch John the Third, called A plot spo 
alfo-by the name of Hyrcanus. The young John or 
Hyrcanus, 


man; having notice. of. this defign upon his 4); difap- 
perfon; haftened away to the city, where he pointed. 
hada great many friends 5. partly out of the 
reverence they bore to his father’s memory, and 


by the troops was opprefs’d by multitudes, and fell in the |partly out of the hatred they had to Ptolemy, 


of Antiochus, 





* So itfhould be read, and not Zara. 


+ Inthe Gr. anpdv. Lat. Arcemevertit fubactis prafidiis. 
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HMyrcanus | 
feeds his 
father in the 
pontificate, 


The bar- 
barity of 
Prolemy ro 
the mother 
and brothers 
of Hyrcanus, 
whom he af- 
terwards put | 
to death. 


Antiochus 
lays fiege to 
Jerafalem. 


And com- 
pounds for 
three rhou- 
land talents 
to raife the 
lege. 


juring the fon to do juftice upon that 


1. 


for his ill conditions. Now Prolemy would fain, 
have gotten into thecity at another gate ; but 
the people, having already taken Hyrcanusinto 
the town, would not admit him. Upon this 
repulfe, Prolemy betook himfelf'to thé caftle 
Be Dagon beyond Jericho; and Hyrcanus, 


being at this time poffefs’d of the facerdotal 


dignity, in fucceffion to his fathér, fo foon as 
ever he had facrific’d; and difcharged the 
duties of his funétion, he marched away pre- 
{ently to befiege Ptolemy in the caftle, and to 
fet his mother and his brothers at Hberty. 
Hyrcanus advanced up tothe place, and 
had certainly carry’d it, ifhis tendernefs and 
good nature had not hindred him: For ftill 
as Prolemy found himfelf prefs’d, his mother 
and’ his brothers were brought ont and ex- 
pos’d upon the wall for a fpeétacle, with 
menaces to caft them down headlong from 
the battlements, unlefs Hyrcanus drew off that 
very moment; and thofe menaces were accom- 
pany’d with blows too. Hyrcanus muft needs 
be tranfported with rage and indignation at fo 
barbarous a treatment; but ftill the tendernefs of 
piety and duty foften’d him again, on the other 
hand: The mother all this while, without 
any dread either of torments or death, ad- 
montter, 
without any regard to what the fuffered ; for 
to dic by the hand of Prolemy, fhe faid, 
would be more welcome to her than immor- 
elie fel provided’ only, that fhe and her 


inhuman wretch. Hyrcanus, in fine, betwixt 
the refolution and the authority of his mother, 
was prevailed upon to refume his courage, and 
to profecute the affault. But finding that 
till as he repeated the attack on the one fide, 


Pcolemy repeated the blows and indignities on | 
the other, his courage failed him, .and his | 


very heart was drown’d in forrow. Thefe ex- 


poftulatory deliberations continued the fiege | 
fo long, that they were now overtaken by the f 
feventh year; which with the Jews ‘is a year |. 


of reft, as the feventh day is a day.of reft. 
Ptolemy finding that upon this’ revolution 
the fiege was re{pited, he put both the mother 
and brothers to death, and then fled to Zeno, 


otherwife called Cotylas, the governor of | a SON pte . 
' WioOHIN and his fons were fo pyofpefous in 
| J all they undertook, that out of pure f{pite 
‘and envy, the nations entered into a con- 
{piracy againft them, arid would never let 


Philadelphia. . 

. Anriocuus bearing anold grudge in his 
mind, for a defeat Simon had formerly given’ 
him, carry’d an army into Judea, with a re- 
folition to be revenged uponthe fon for the 
father’s fake; and there fat down before 
Jerufalem, and befieged Hyrcanus in ‘it, Hyrca- 
nus in this diftrefs;-open’d the fepulchré of 
David; (the richeft prince that ever was,) 


took upwards of three thoufand talents out of 


it, and came to a‘compofition with’ Antiochus 
for * three thoufand talents to raife the fiege. 
This was the firlf prince of thé ‘Jéws' that 
éver ‘entertained foreign mercenaries. _ 
Anriocuus having now quitted’ Jerufalem, 
and being upon the march with all his troops 
into Media; Hyrcanus took his‘ time, and 
prefently: moved towards: Syria, upon’ intél- 


ligence that their towns were neither mann’d 


nor fortified ; Which he found accotdingly to be 


true. So he took Medaba, and-} Samea,, Sichem, 
f three hundred ef .which were paidin hand. -See Anziquitics, 
> and. our. notes.upon the place. _ 


* The compofition was for five hundred, talents, 
B. XIW.C. XVI. P. 334 
t Samega, Antiq. J. XIII. é. XVIT. 
+ AL Adora, : 


** Spondius Raf. perhaps it fhould be Cyzicenus, See Valiant’s Num. Seleucidarum, p. 3 50. 
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‘and Garizim, with divers other places there- 
abouts: He over-ran the country of the Chu- 
thites ; @ people bordering upon a famous tem- 
pie ereéted there, in imitation of that at Jeru- 
falem. He. took likewife + Dorion, and 
‘Mariffa, and a great many other towns in 
Idumea. 
He went afterwards to Samaria, a city re- 
built by king Herod, and now call’d Sebafte. 
He begirt the. place on all hands, and coim- 
mitted the care of the fiege to his fons Arifto- 
bulus and Antigonus; who brought them to 
fach diftrefs for want of food, that the pco- 
ple were forced to make fhift with that which, 
in truth, was not man’s meat. In this extre- 
mity, they addrefs’d themfelves to Antiochus 
(otherwife called *#* Afpendius) for fuccour, 
who come réadily to their affittance, but to 
his own undoing ; for the two brothers gave 
him 4 total overthrow, following him upon 
the purfuit as far as Scythopolis ; but in the 
end he got clear of them. Ariftobulus and gehafte de- 
Antigonus returned. after this to Samaria, fhut ftroy’d by 
them up again, took the city, and laid ic in Ariftobulus 
rubbifh, carrying away the inhabitants cap- #4 Antige- 
tives. Every thing fucceeding, thus to their” ” 
with, the foldiers well difpos’d and chearful, 
they would nor fuffer the brisknefs of their 
tempers to abate; but.in that heat marched as 


‘far as Scythopolis; where they divided 
ner them the jands about mount Car- 
, mel. 


family might have juftice done them upon that | 








CHAP. If. 


The death and chavaéter of Fiyrcanus king of the 
Fews, 3c. Ariftobulus Potues his mother, 
and puts his brother Antigonus to death, €3c. 
He falls into a judicial diflemper upon bis 
brother’s déath. His laf words. Alexande® 
fet at liberty and declared king. Theodore de- 
feats: Alexander. Alexander takes  Raphia, 
Gaza, and Anthedon. A dangerous mutiny. 
He fabdues the Galaadites and Meabites ; 
‘vazes Amathts, and is routed by Obcdas. A 
battle betwixt Dentetrius and Alexaridér. Bight 
hundred prifoners cricify’d for a fpeZacle, Lhe 
miferable end of Ariffobihis. 2 


See Ant. 0. 
XH. co. 18, 


‘them be quiet,.cill they themfelves’ were 19, 20, 21, 


‘brought to reafon by: an open. war. After, 22. 
‘thar dé¢ifion, the remainder of John’s life and. 
‘goverment was cafy and happy, ; and.at the 


‘efid.of three and chikty, years, he died, leav- 
ling five fons Behind him. He wasfo good aman, 
‘that never any. perfon living had -reafon. 
‘tg complain’ of him, A fingular felicicy y The deal 
iand he was in poffeffion likewife, of three Selipreanie 
iother: advantages almioft peculiar to himfelf. 
'He was at the. fam¢' time, a prince, a. high. 
‘prieft, and a prophet, receiving his revelations 
‘froin God hirnfelf, and {eldom or never failing 
‘in'his’ prediétions; ~As'to his two, eldeft fons, 
hé forefaw atid forérold, thar their dominion 
“would riot lait long, : It will be worth the 
whilé to write the -hiftory of their lives, and 


to 
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to thew how fhort chey fell of the reputation 
and happinefs of their father. . 

Arter the death of Hyrcanus, Ariftobulus, 
the cldett fon, tranflated the principality into 
a monarchy, and, inthe firit place, fetthe crown 
upon hisown head, This was four hundred 
and eighty one years and three months atter 
the return of the people into Judea from the 
captivity of Babylon. Ariftobulus had fo great 
a kindnefs for his brother Antigonus, that he 
made him co-partner with him in the royal 
dignity ; but the reft of his brethren were 
taken into cuftody, and he caufed his mother 
to be clap’d up too, for pretending fome fort 
of right to the government, upon a fuggeftion 
that John had lett the regency in her hand: 


Arifobatas 
ftarves his 
mother, and 


urs his gj. Proceeding, in fhort, to that excefs of cruelty 
gonus to that he ttarved her in the very prifon. — 
seath. Ber Ariftobulus was eftetually punifh’d for 


thefe unnatural violences, in the lofs of An- 
tigonus, whom he caufed to be put to death, 
upon the calumnies of a faétion, whofe bufi- 
nefs it Was to make himodious. Now Arifto- 
bulus had fo great a tendernefs for his brother, 
(having made him, as I faid, his companion 
in the government) and fo good an opinion 
othim, that it was a confidcrable while before 
he would believe thefe fpitcful ftories, to be 
any other then forgery and flandcr, But there 
fell out one time an unlucky accident: Ariito- 
bulus happen’d to tall fick during the celebra- 
tion of the feait of tabernacles, and Antigonus, 
in the mean time, came back from the camp 
to Jerufalem in a very fplendid manner. 
ward theend of the folemnity, he marched up 
tothe temple in an extraordinary pomp and 
drefs, attended with a train of armed men ; 
and the more glorious he appeared, the greater 
honour (as he intended it) he did his brother ; 
but all this upon an impulfe principally of de- 
yetion, ‘he court-parafites and tale-bearers, 
went prefently to initil evil notions into the 
king upon this occafion. ‘* They did not un- 
‘© derftand this appearance of arms and fol- 
‘* diers(they faid) nor wasit for a private man 
to march with troops and guards ; neither 
“¢ could Antigonus have any honeft end in this 
parade. But the honour of a fhare in the 
** government would not ferve his turn, they 
“¢ faw, without the whole and abfolute pof- 
‘© feffion of it, which he intended to gain by 
** cutting him off.” 

AxisToputus was fo far prevailed upon 
by little and little, though with fome difficul- 
ty, that he bethought himfelf of providing 
againft all hazards, without difcovering any 
fort of jealoufy. He lodged at that time in 
the caftle of Baris, afterwards call’d Antonia; 
where he fent for his guards, and ordered them 
to wait for Antigonus in a certain dark paf- 
fage under ground there. If he came without 
arms, they fhould Iet him go; but if other- 
wife, they were to kill him upon the place. 
Ariftobulus upon this fends for Antigonus to 
come to him, but to bring noarms along with 
him. Thequeen concerted the plot with the 
confpirators artfully enough, by engaging the 
king’s meffenger not to deliver the right mef- 
fage: but rather to tell Antigonus, that the 
king heard of avery fine fuit of armour. he 
had got in Galilee, and being at prefent a 
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little indifpofed, he had a great mind to fee 
him as foon as he could, and that he fhould 
come accoutred in thofe arms. — Antigonus 
(without the leaft fufpicion of his brother’s 
good faithand kindnefs) drefs’d himfelf in his 
armour, and made all the hafte he could to 
fhew himfelf. But in the blind paflage before 
fpoken of (known by the name of Straton’s 
Tower) the guards fell upon him, and killed 
him. ‘This inttance may ferve for a leflon to 
us, thar the bonds of nature, equity, and. 
triendihip, are all cancelled, where the ear is 
once open’d to pick-thanks and tale-bearers 5 
and that there is no confidence to be putin the 
profefs’d affeCtion of court-favourites. 

In this place I muft not forget a memorable 
ftory of one Judas, by feé an Effenc; a man 
famous for divination, and one that was never 
charged in thé way of his profeffion, cithcer 
with a falfity or a miftake. It was his chance 
to be pafling by as Antigonus went through the 
temple, and he cry’d out aloud (upon the fight 
of him to fome of his acquaintance there with- 
in hearing, as he had followers and difci- | 
ples in abundance.) ‘ Nay then (fays he) A firange 
“ the Lord blefs us! ’tis c’cn time for me to Prediction af 
“ leavethe world. What thould we do living °"¢,Judss 
“* any longer when truth itfelf is dead ? My : 
“ prediction is falfe, I perceive, and I have 
“ foretold a lye: For that veryAntigonus who 
“¢ was to have been flainthis day, is yet living, 
“ The fatal place where he was to have %een 
“ kill’d is Straton’s Tower 5; which is no lefs 
“ than fix hundred * furlongs from hence, 
“and the day is, at this prefent, within 
“ four hours of being fpent.”? After thefe 
refleétions upon the prefage, the old man, with 
a fadnefs in his countenance that betray’d the 


anxiety of his heart, ftood a while mufing 


and thoughtful; and by and by comes the 
news of Antigonus’s death, in a fubterranean 
paflage, bearing the fame name alfo of Straton’s 
Tower, with that of Cefarea upon the fea 
coaft; and this wasit that mifled the pro- 

het. 
F Tue horrid faét was no fooner committed, 
but the confcience of Ariftobulus flew in his a rigobutus 
face, and enflamed his diftemper: So that be- fickens upon 
twixt horror of thought, a troubled mind,.the news of, 
and the torments of his difeafe, his guts burft, ae procs : 
and he fell into a vomiting of blood. One ““*" 
of the fervants who carry’d it out to throw. it. 
away, caft it, by a moft remarkable providence, 
upon the very place where Antigonus was 
flain, and the blood of the murderer fell upon 4 indicial 
the very ftains of the blood of the murdered. diftemper. 
Some who faw and obferved it, took it to be 
done on purpofe ; as if ic had been intended 
only for an oblation to the ghoft of Antigonus, 
The by-ftanders gave fuch a fhriek upon ir, 
that the king, over hearing it, fent prefently our 
to enquire what was the matter; and the more 
afraid they were of telling it, the more eager 
was the king to know it: So that in the end, 
betwixt force and menace, they told him the. 

whole truth of the ftory, This farprize 
brought ‘tears into the king’s eyes; and then 
fetching a deep figh. “ Well (fays he) it the ing 
“© it was not to be expected, that my fecret fins words and 
*€ fhould cfcape the eye of an all-feeing God, deaah ot 
“* or that divine vengeance fhould not quickly Ariftobul:e 





* Six hundred furlongs, or ftadia, amountedto almoft feventy fixEnglith miles. This fame ftory is recited, 


Actiguities. B. KIIT. about the middle of C, XIX. -p. 337. 


overtake 


B dechire 
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overtake fo horrid a wickednefs. Ah! thou 
miferable body of mine, how long wilt 
thou keep my foul from: doing the juttice 
that 1 owe, to my murdered mother and 
brother ! Why do I nor rather facrifice my 
blood all at once, than drainitout thus drop 
by drop, to go off at lait in the bitternefs 
of my pains and agonics, the fport of tor- 
tune?” With thefe words, he expired, hav- 
ing rcigned but one ycar. , 
‘Tue widow-queen, after the death of 
Alevansier Tt Ariftobulus, fet Alexander at liberty, and de- 
arhbertysan “Jared him king. He was the eldeft fon, and re~- 
i jing; but puted a prince of moderation: But yet, fo foon 
b rules tyranni- ag cver he came to the crown, he put one of 
p cally: his brothers to death for afpiring to the fove- 
k rcignty ; but the other fubmitting to live in 
ayes condition, he took him home to him- 
elf. 
Arter the taking of Afochis by Prolemy 
- Lathur the king of Egypt, Alexander gave 
him battle, and killed a great many of 
his men; but Prolemy however got the 
better of it. Cleopatra, the mother of this 
prince, forcing him away into Egypt, Alex- 
ander took Gadara by fiege, and Amathus, the 
faireft caftle by much of all beyond Jordan, and 
the place where Theodore, the fon of Zeno, had 
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precious. 
before he was aware, did not only recover 
I Alewander. his own, but took the king’s baggage, and 
H Alexander cut off ncar ten thoufand Jews in the battle. 
p takes aps Alexander, by the help of fome enforce 
} haeaon after this blow, carry 
*  f{ca-coafts, took Raphia, 
which Herod afterwards called Agrippias. 


b Theodore 
R defeats 


*d the war cowar 


numbers of people, to have great {editions ; 

as at publick meetings, feaftings, and the like, 

This was the cafe of the Jews againft Alex- 

lina mutiny ander, in one of their folemn feftivals ; and it 

| agin him. came to fuch a height, thatic fell little fhort of 
a general revolt: So that, in his own defence, 

| 

i 

' 


| The jews 


he was 
Pifidians and Cilicians; but for Syrian mer- 
cenaries, their natural averfion to the Jews 
was fo great, that he durft not meddle with 
them. In thort, he cut to pieces upwards of 
eight thoufand ofthe mutincers, and then made 
war upon Arabia; where he fubducd the 
Galaadites and the Moabites, made them his 





Alexander 


eee tributaries, and fo returned back again to 
ad the Smathus. By this timc, Theodore being 


frightened away with the reputation of Alex- 
ander’s fuccefles, quitted the place ; and the 


Moabites. 
Amathus 


a . the other, finding it without a garifon, raz°d it to 
: vee the ground. © . 

ic Hits next adventure was againft Obodas the 
| king of the Arabians ; who lay pofted in the 
province of Gaulan, the ficteft place in the 
oe world for an ambufcade. | Alexander was 
touted hy there furprized, and driver into a deep valley ; 
|Qbodas. where his people were crufhed to death in the 


defiles by the multitude of camels, to the 
ruin, in fine, of the whole army 5 Alexander 
himfelf efcaping with much difficulty to Jeru- 
falem, where he found his old enemics more 
-violent and implacable now than ever, fince his 
laft difafter. They gave him 2 great deal of 
trouble ; but uponall encountershe was fill 
too hard: for them : infomuch, that within the 
compafs of fix years, he deftroy’d at leaft 


® Bethoma inthe Antiquities, B. XIII. C. ae 
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depofited his treafure, and all he hadthat was } 
But Theodore coming upon him j 


t 
ments, } not hinder, however, but that, upon the final 


ds the | event of this action, they fecmed beyond all 
Gaza, and Athedon ; | 


Ir is nonew thing, where there are great ; 


forced to take ftrangers into pay 5 as , 
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fifty thoufand Jews ; but he had little joy of — 
thefe victories, where he himfelf was the worfe 
for them, He betook himfelf, in the end, 
from arms to reafoning, and to attempt the ih 
gratiating of himfelf with the people fome 
gentler way: But this vanity and inconftancy 
of his humour, inftead of gaining them over, 
rendered him fo odious and contemptible, that, 
upon asking them what he could do in the 
world to pleafe them, they told him he muft 
| die, and try what that.would do; for they 
could hardly pardon him in his grave, for the 
injuries he had done them in his lifc-time, 

Tuey called to their affiftance king Deme=-pemetrius 
trius Euccrus; who finding it his intereft to affifts the 
come over to them, readily comply’d, and Jews 
advancing with an army, joined the Jews neat . 
Sichem, "They reckoned in all three thoufand 
horfe, and forty thoufand foot : And Alex- 
ander, with only a thoufand horfe, fix thoufand 
mercenary foot, and about ten thoufand 
well affected Jews, encountred' them, ‘The two 
kings, before they engaged, made a trial] what 
deferters they could gain over from cither 
party; Demetriusapplicd himfclfto Alexander’s 
mercenaries, and Alexander, to the Jews 
that followed Demetrius ; in hope of fuccecd- 
ing on both fides, back and forward. But 
when they faw that neither the Jews nor the 
Greeks were to be wrought upon, they put ic iagehes 
to a battle, and Demetrius carried it: Not ee ane: 
but that Alexander’s mercenaries fhew’d them= trjusand 
feves men of honour and courage. This did Alexander. 


expectation to have both the better of ic: 
For fome of thofe troops that had follicited 
Demetrius’s afliftance, defertcd Jim, and the 
compaffion that feveral of the Jews had for 
‘their unfortunate king, tranfported fix thou- 
‘fand even of thofe that had fought againit 
. him, to feek him out and join him in the 
; mountains, where he had taken fandétuary. 
\ This turn of humour.and fortune, gave Deme- 
trius fuch a farprize, for fear the reft of the 
army fhould follow their cxample, that he 
quitted his defign and withdrew. But thefe 
defertions of the auxiliarics had no effeét yer 
upon the multitude; for they maintain’d the 
war ftill againft Alexander, till they were 
all loft: One part of them cut off, and the 
remainder driven in * Bemezel,; where they 
wereall ‘made prifoners, and carried to Jeru- 
falem. But we fhall now fee how far the un- 
governable rage of an impetuous paffion will 
tranfport people, when they come once to a- 
bandon the meafures of honour and virtuc. 
Alexander made atreat for his concubines ; - 
and one part of the entertainment, was the 
{peétacle’of eight hundred prifoners upon the 
crofs, inthe middle of the city 5 having firft 478): 
cut the throats of their wives and. children, ones cruci- 
before their faces. ‘This execrable frightful ty’d for a 
tragedy was prefented for a diverfion to Alex= fpectacie. 
ander and his women, in the height of the 

debauch: But then it ftruck the parry with 

fo aftonifhing a terror, that eight rthonfand 

ofthe inhabitants ted thelr country next nighe, 

and never came back again till after} he death of 

this prince. By_thefe fanguinar7 methods, 

he came at laft, with much ado, to fettle him- 

(elf and his people in fome fort of quiet, 
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CHAP. IV. 

Antiechus furpris dh by Arctas, Ge. Alexander's 
wus, exploits, fic kness, and death. He leaves the 
regency to his wife Alexandra, and two fons, 
Ayresius and ctrifiovatus. Hyrcanus is ad- 
nuanced to the poutificate, €8¢. Alexandra 
grveras the poopie, and the Pharifecs Alex- 
aided Sexandra falls fick and dics, leaving 
the command to Hyrcauus > But <Avriffobulas 
takes the goveri ment upon bim, and bis aye 
aadysous are unite pritoners it Antonia. The 
tro brorbers conte to a battle, and Ariftobulus 
carries it. = They esniponad afterwards, and 


Agree. 


HIS peace of Alexander was not fo 

| well fettled, but Antiochus (otherwife 
called Dionytius) the brother of Demetrius, 
and the latt of the race of Seleucus, brought 
him into trefh crobules, This prince, having 
overcame the Arabians, pue Alexander into 
tome aprehentions for himtelt: fo that he ran 
a line, with a deep ditch, witha high wall be+ 
fore it, ftrengthened with wooden towers of 
tome tolerable dcetence. This line, or re- 
trenchment, was carried all along the moun- 
tains near Antipatris to the borders of Joppa. 
Bur all this was no obftruction to the progre{s 
ot Antiochus; torhe fet fire to the towers, 
filled the ditches, and fo pailing over with 
his army, marched ftraight away againft the 
Arabians ; poitponing his revenge upon Alex- 
ander, who would have hindred him, to fome 
ether miore convenient opportunity. <Arctas, 
the Arabian prince, upon the approach of 
Antiochus, drew his men into ftrong holds ; 
and then, all on a fudden, when Antiochus 
thought himfelt fa:e our of danger, the A- 
rabian fell upon him at unawares with ten 
thoufand horfe. The fight was obttinare and 
bleedy ; but yet fo long as Antiochus lived, 
kis men ftcod bravely by him, though the 
Arabians made a very great flaughceer. But 
when Antiochus fell (as he was always 


“the hotreit in the aétion) his men turned their 


backs and Alcd : fo that upon the ifiue, be- 
twixe thofe that were cut off in the fight and 
upon the purfuit, the army was totally de- 
ftroy’d. Some flipt into Cana; where the 
greater part of them perifhed for want of 
bread. 

Tue people of Damafcus had fuch a dread 
and hatred tor Prolemy, the fon of Menncus, 
that they entered into a league with Aretas, 
and made him king of Cele-Syria; who 
carried the war into Judea, defeated Alcx- 
ander, and fo went off again upon condi- 
tions, 

Tue king of the Jews, having taken Pella, 
went and afflaulted Gerafa and carry’d it, 
though fortify’d witha triple circumvallation ; 
making him{elf mafter, not only of the place, 
burof all Theodore’s treafure that was laid up 
there, bothat once. After this, he demolifh- 
ed Gaulan, Seleucia, and a city known bythe 
name ot Antiochus’s Phalanx; withthe ftrong 
caftie of Gamara, over and above. In this place 
he took prifoncr Demetrius the governor, (a 
man ofa moft infamous character) and fo re- 
turn’d to Jerufalem, where he was recciv’d 
with joy and acclamations, after a three years 
profperous fuccefs. At the end of the war, he 
fell into an indifpofition by a quartane ague; 


ae 


and, being poffefs’d with an opinion that a€tion 

and ftirring would do him good, he enter’d 

into a new and anunfeafonable war, and ftrug- 

gling beyond his ftrength, he tir’d himf{elfout 

with the fatigue, and fo ended his days in a Alexander, 
hurry, dying in the twenty feventh year of his death. 

cign. 

Tue king Icft the government to his wifeAlex- He leaves the 
andra, as one that had made herfelf very po- "gency to, 
pular by her moderation and virtuc : a woman seinen 
tar from the rigourand hardnefs of her husband, 
and therefore he made no doubt of the people’s 
ready fubmiffion and refignation to her autho~ 
rity. Neither was Alexander deceiv’d in his 
opinion, for the reputation of her piety atton’d 
tor the difadvantages of her fex: being a wo-~ 
man perfeétly well inftruéted in the Jewith rites 
and cuftoms, and one that had ever given con~ 
ftant proof of her zeal for the obfervance of 
thofe holy laws. She had, by Alexander, two 
Sons: the elder, Hyrcanus, and him for his Andtwo fons, 
age fhe advanced tothe pontificate. Andthen, Hyrcanusand 
finding him alfo of an unaétive temper and Atiftobulus, 

2 Hyrcanus ad 
thereby the more manageable, the reckon’d enc to the 
there would be no danger in declaring him pontificate. | | 
king tco, But then for Ariftobulusthe younger, 
being of amore fprightly and enterprizing {pi- 
rit, the thought ir more advifable to keep him 
in 2 private ftate of life. 

THERE Was among the Jews a certain feét The charac 
call’d Pharifees, that valued themfelves upon ter of the 
being thought holicr than their neighbours, aaa 
and better skill’d in the law. Alexandra, 
who was bigotted in her religion, even to the 
degree of fuperftition, had a mighty reverence 
for thefe holy men, upon the pure account of 
their pretenfions; and they play’d their game fo 
well on the other hand too, by fair appear- 
ances and infinuations, that the powers and 
privileges of the government were effectually 
engrofs’d into their hands. If any body was 
to be put in, or put out; laid in chains, ‘or fer 
at liberty; it was to be all as they pleas’d. 

The honoorable and the profitable commiffions 

ofthe government, they referved to themfelves ; 

but thecares, the expences, and the difficuities 

were lett to Alexandra, No creature better 
underftood the art of publick management and | 
adminiftration than herfelf; fhe made it her 
bufinefs to advance the militia of the nation to 
the height ; fhe kept two armies, and a great 
number of forcign auxiliaries, in pay; which 

made her ftrong at home, and formidable 

abroad. But ftill, as fhe had all this while the Alexandre 
command of others, fhe herfelf was yet under govern’d tie . 
the dominion of the Pharifces. people, ane 

‘Tuere was one Diogenes, a man of quality, ia ae 
and a moft particular friend to the late king. The envy 20 
‘The Pharifces caus’d him to be put to death, tyranny oftts, 
upon fuggeftion that he had a hand in thecru- Pharifecs. 
cifying the cight hundred prifoners before men= 
tion’d, who were put to death by the king’s 
command. Nay, they prefled the queen fur- | 
ther yet, not to let any one man efcape that | 


was an advifer in that horrible aétion. The queen 
was fo captivated, that fhe had not the power 
to deny them any thing: fo that under that 
colour they deftroy’d whom they pleas’d, and 
carry’d it on fo far that no good man was fafe: 
infomuch that feveral perfons of condition 
were forced to fly for fanctuary to Ariftobulus ; 
who prefently mov’d his mother on the behalt 
of thofe perfons, for their dignity’s fake, and 
for the future to turn thofe out of the town 

: chat 
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that fhe fhould fufpeét to be guilry. This be- 

ing granted, inftead of being put to death, 

they were only banifh’d. Alexandra, about 

this time, fent an army to Damafcus, upon a 

pretext that Prolemy prefs’d very hard upon 

the town: She took the place, without any 

thing remarkable that pafs’d at the taking of it. 
Cleopatrabe- Cleopatra was now befieg’d in Prolemais, by 
ficg'd by Ti- Tigranes the king of Armenia, and Alexan- 












































granes in dra, at the fame time, plying him with prefents 
Pulemas: and propofals. But GLucullus being already 
enter’d into Armenia with the Roman army, 
Tigranes march’d prefently away, to prevent 
miichief that threatncd his affairs at home. 
Alexandra Some fhort time after this, Alexandra fell 
falls fick. dangeroufly 11] ; whereupon her younger fon 
Arittobulus A riftobulus, wich a train of his fervants, (as 


takes the go- 
vernment up- 
on him. 


he had a great many, and all in the flower of 
their youth, faithful and brave) got poffeffion 
of the caftics, took what money he could find, 
engag’d a body of auxiliary troaps, and de- 
clar’d himfelt king. Hyrcanus, upon this 
The wife an¢ turn, made complaints to his mother, who fo 
fons fae far commiferated his cafe, thar fhe caus’d the 
robalus mace wife and fons of Ariftobulus to be fhut up in 
y the caftle, on the north-fide of the temple, 


Antonh. 
formerly call’d Baris, (as I faid before) and 
afterwards Antonia in the government of An- 
thony; as Scbatte and Agrippias drew their 
Sebafte and names trom Auguftus and Agrippa. Alexan 
Aer eof ata, after a nine years reign, was taken off 
he death © . ~ = ae 
Mexandra. by this ficknefs, before fhe could revenge her- 


{elf upon Ariftobulus, for endeavouring to de- 
pofe his brother. 

She leavesthe © ALEXANDRA left Hyrcanus all fhe had in 

conmandto the world, and tranfmitred the government in- 

Hyresnus. to his hands, while fhe was yet living; but 

Ariftobulus was much his fuperior yet, both in 

force and credit. ‘The difpute betwixt the two 

brothers came to abattle near Jericho; where 

the greaterpart of Hyrcanus’s men went over 

Thetwobro- to Ariftobalus; Hyrcanus, and the wretched 

thers came to remainder of his people, efcaping with much 

a battle, and difficulty into Antonia, where they had good 

eae hoftages for their fecurity; the wife and fons 

~~" of Ariftobulus (as we have faid before) being 

therein cuftody, Thefe brothers, before mat- 

ters proceeded to farther extremities, came to 

this agreement ; That Hyrcanusfhould yield up 


Th - : : 
pound and a- the kingdom to Ariftobulus, and content him- 
gree. felf with fuch honours and privileges as proper- 


ly belong to the dignity of the king’s brother. 
he reconciliation being interchangeably de- 
clared in the temple, and in the fight of the 
people, with mutual embraces, the two bro- 
thers changed houfes ; Ariftobulus went to the 
palace, and Hyrcanus to the houfe of Arifto- 


bulus. 











CHAP. Y. 

Lyrcanus, by the advice of Autipater, makes a 
friend of Aretas the king of Arabia, againft 
Aviflobulus. Aretas enters Fudea with fifty 
thoafand men; forces Ariftobulus into Ferufa- 
lem, and befteges him there. Scaurus takes a 
bribe, and raifes the fiege. The two brothers 
implore Pompey’s affiftance one againft another. 
The vanity of Arifiobulus, and Pompey’s corz- 
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dred talents (for that was the fum) weigh’d 
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tempt of him. Ariffobulus takes fanduary in 
Alexandrion. The two brothers plead their 
caufe before Pompey. Ariftobulus makes his 
way for Ferufalem; bumbles himfelf, and 
Pompey makes him @ prifoner. erttfalenm be~ 
Sega, aud the temple taken by foun Twelve 
thoufand Fews flain. Pompey’s piety and mode= 
vation, Ariftobulus and his family carry’d a-W 
way prifoners : But Ariftobulas makes his efcape 


upon the way. 
ree unexpected advancement of Arifto- 

d bulas to the crown, wasa terrible mor- c. 253.4) 5,6, 
tification to all his enemies, but efpecially to 7> 8: 
Antipater, upon the {core of an old grudge be- 
twixt them. Now this Antipater was by ex~ 
traction an Idumean; and, for his birth and 
eftate, one of the firft rank of the country. 

Hyrcanus being now depos’d, and driven out 

of his dominions, Antipater advis’d him by all Antipater ad- 

means to apply himfelf'to Arctas, the king of vifes Hyrca- 

Arabia, for afliftance towards the recovery Yt? feck to 

of his kingdom ; employing hi inrereltin ee 
_king 3 employing his own inrereft ficcour. 

alfo with Aretas, towards the gaining of his 

point, and reflecting all the while upon Arif 

tobulus, as a very ill man; and at the fame 
time elevating Hyrcanus up to the skies. He 
made ufe alfo of arguments drawn from the 
honour of the undertaking, and the generofity 
of the office ; minding him that it was a thing 
worthy of himfelf, and well becoming the 
character of a great prince, for one crowned 
head to vindicate another: And more efpecial- 
ly in the cafe of an injurious oppreffion and 
diftrefs. When they were both thus inftruét- 
ed and prepar’d (Hyrcanus to be gone, and - 

Aretas to reccive him) Antipater convey’d They feat 
Hyrcanus outof the city by night, and potting outof Jeru~ 
away with him, brought him {fafe to Petra, the “lem by 
royal palace of Arabia; and there, with fair: Mapp and 
words and prefents, he deliver’d him up tothe Betsa, oe 
care and goodnefs of Aretas, who promis’d 
him he would ufe his urmoft efforts toward 
the reftoring him to his crown. Aretas, upon Aretas enters 
this, enter’d Judea with an army of fifty thou- Jes with 
fand men, horfe and foot; but Ariftobulus, a ocene 
not being in a condition to oppofe him, was Ariftobulus 
broken all to pieces at the firft charge, and beaten, and 
fore’d to take fanétuary in Jerufalem; where beficg’d in. 
he was befieg’d by Aretas, and had certainly Jeratalem, 
been taken, if Scaurus, the Roman general, had 
not at this juncture deliver’d him. Pompey. 
the Great, who was then in war with Tigra~ 
nes, fent Scaurus with an army out of Arme- 
nia into Syria; But coming to Damafcus, he 
found the place taken by Metellus and Lol- 
lius, and their troops drawn off. Scaurus, 
coming by this time to underftand how matters 
went in Judea, could nor do better, he thought, 
than to bend his courfe that way. 

He was no fooner upon the borders, but he The two bro-- 
was there mct upon the way by embafiadors oo sone 
from the two brothers, to the fame purpofe. affitaice, one 
Their inftruGtions were to implore the affi- againf the 
tance of the Romans for each of the two, one other. 
againft the other. But Ariftobulus’s three * hun- Saurus the 


Roman geng- 
ral brib‘d. 


See Ant. b.14. 


down the juftice of Hyrcanus’s pretenfions; 
as appear’d by Scaurus’s fending away embaf- 
fadors to the Arabians and Hyrcanus, in the 





* Three hundred Jewi 


reen pounds nine éunces, and their value in filver amounted to one hundred 


. pounds five fhillings of our money. 


fh. talents (as has been before obferved) weighed thirty four thoufand two hundred cigh- 


and twe thoufand fix hundred fifty fix 
nn na 


we 
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“curuicom: name ot Pompey the Great and the fenate of 
mavds ives Rome, charging them immediately to quit the 
poaand che Geoe, and be gone at their uttcrmoft peril. 
iege “Arctas prefently withdraws in a fright, out of 

© Judea to Philadelphia, and Scaurus returns to 

Damafeus. Now Aritobulus did not think 

. it enough to efcape being taken, but got all 
we the force together he was able to make, and 
clotely purtued the enemy. He came up with 
them at lattaca place call’d Papyron; where 
he foughe and cut off betwixe fix and feven 
thoufind of their men, in which number was 

Cephalen the brother of Antipacer. : 

Hyscanus and Antipater, being now dif- 
appvinted of the fuccour they expected from 
the Arabians, applied themfelves tor relict to 
their very enemics; and upon Pompcy’s entring 
Svria, and coming to Damafcus, they caft them- 
telyes upon his honour tor protection, with an 
introduction of large prefents, and the fame 
arguments over again that had been us’d to 
aArctas; defiring Pompey upon the main, to 
conlider the violence of Ariftobulus, and the 
right of Hyrcanus, as well in reipeét of his 

‘evo age, asot his manners. But Arittobulus de- 

praded fo much upon his intereft in Scaurus, 

‘that Ke drets’d himfelf in his royal robes, and, 
with the train and cquipage of a king, went 
and made his compliment to Pompey. When 
he had waited a while; that is to fay, fo long 
as he thought confiftene with his honour, (tor 
he look’d upon it as a thing below his dignity 
to fubject himfelf to an attendance) he returned 
back again to Diofpolis. 

Turs behaviour of Ariftobulus gave Pom- 
pev great offence, which was but what Hyr- 
canus and hiscompanions wifh’d tor. He draws 
out prelently his Roman troops, and fome Syrian 
auxiliaries, and marches atter him. When 
he was pais’d Pella and Scythopolis, coming 
to Corede, upon the borders of Judea, in the 
Mediterranean, he was inform’d that Arifto- 
bulus had taken fanctuary in Alexandrion, (a 
fiately cattle upon a very high mountain) thi- 
ther he fent meilengers, commanding Arifto- 

’ bulus to come down to him. This was fo im- 
perious a meliage, that he refolved to run any 
hazard rather than comply with it; but, what 
with the murmuring of the people, and the 
ad:ice ef his friends, to contider the ftrength 
cf the Romans, and the neceflity of the cafe, 
ke was prevail’d upon in the conclufion to go 
down to Pompey; which he did; and after 
many things faid there, in defence of his pre- 
tenfiens to the crown, he went up again. 
Aiter this, at the inftance of Hyrcanus, he 

vo bree Came down the fecond time; and, when the 
two brothers had difputed a while who had 
the jufteft title, Ariftobulus rerurn’d as before, 
withcut any Iet or interruption from Pompey. 
was fo divided within himfelf, betwixt 

hepe and fear, that one while he was in a 

mind to humble himfelf, and to do whatever 

Pempey would have him: but when he was 

gone half way fometimes in that refolution, 
he repented, and fo return’d up to the caftle 
again, for fear of doing any thing derogatory 
to his royal ftate. Pompey had now a good 
mind to get poffeffion of the caftles; but be- 
ing told that Ariftobulus had charg’d all the 
goxv.crnors, to take no notice of any orders bur 
under his own hand, he appointed Ariftobulus 
to write to the feveral refpe€tive commanders, 
immediately upon the fight of thofe letters, to 
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deliver them up. Ariftobulus did as he was 
commanded ; but went away immediately to Ariftobulus 
Jerufalem in wrath and indignation, medita- makes awa 
ting all the way he went a war with Pom- ev JS: 
pey. z . 

Pompey gave him no time to provide him- Pompey fol- 
felf, but haiten’d after him immediately ; and lows him. 
he went on the more cheerfully for the news 
he met with about Jericho, of the death of 
Mithridates. This is the truitfulleft province 
of all Judea; there isa plenty of palm-trees 
init, and much of the famous balfam that drops 
from that plant, upon cutting the bark with a 
fharp ftonc. He ftaid there that night, and 
difpatch’d away the next morning for Jerufa- 
lem, Ariftobulus was fo furpriz’d ac this ex+ Arifobulus 
pecinon, that he went and caft himfelf at humbleshim. 

ompcy’s feet, with fupplications and tears, lf to Pom- | 

promifes of money, and propofals of giving up P°" 

both the city and his perfon into Pompey’s 

hands. ‘This foften’d him a little for the pre- 

fene; but Ariftabulus, ir f¢ems, could not make 

good what he had offer’d; for when Gabinius 

was fent to reccive the money, the friends and 
companions of Ariftobulus, who kept the town 

for him in his name, would not fo much as let 

him in. 

Turs affronted Pompey to fuch a degree, Pompey | 
that he kept Ariftobulus a prifoner, and fo nae 
advane’d to the city, to take a view of the gover Ind 
fortifications and detences, and to confider up- takes’ view 
on what quarter to attack it, ‘The walls were of the place. 
ftrong and impregnable, a hideous precipice at 
the toct of them, and the temple fo invincibly 
fecure, that if the city itfelf were taken, the 
work were but half done. 

Wutixe Pompcy was upon this deliberation, A violent fe- 
and catting within himfelf where to begin, and dition in the 
: i: * Sa ars town, be- 
what to do, there broke out a violent {edition riser the pare 
in the town, betwixt the two parties of Ari- cies of the 
ftobulus and Hyrcanus; the former were for two brothers, 

pufhing it to a war, and refcuing their king by 

arms, upon a point of honour and duty; the 

other, for taking Pompey into the town, with- 

out any oppolition. This was the fenfe of 

the majority, out of a dread they had for the 
Romans. The fricnds of Ariftobulus, upon 

this, retir’d into the temple, and cut down the 

bridge of communication betwixt that and the 

city, in a final refolution of maintaining it to 

the laft. Others there were that took feveral 
Romans into the town, and put them into the 

palace royal; whereupon Pompey fent Pifo 

(one of his general officers) with a ftrong de- 
tachment to take pofieffion of ir. When Pom- 

pey faw the obftinacy of the Jews in the tem- 

ple, and that there was now no longer any 

hope of an accommodation, he pofted his 
guards, and put all things in order for an at- Pompey pre- 
tack ; Hyrcanus and his people contributing pares for an 
the beft they could, both in aétion and counfel, at . 
to his affiftance. 

TuetInx firft bufincfs was to fill up that 
monftrous ditch and valley upon the northfide 
of the wall; and this they attempted with 
what rubbifh and materials the foldiers could 
get together, toward the bringing of it up to 
a level: a work of infinite difficulty, both in 
regard of the prodigious depth, and the ad- 
vantage the Jews had of galling them from 
above : a work, in fine, infuperable, if-ic had 
not been for a remark of Pompey’s, upon the 
Jews fuperftitious obfervance of their feventh 
day, orfabbath. This great man underftand- 


ing 
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The temple 
tuken by af- 
fault. 


Twelve 
thoutand 
Jews flain. 


The piety 
and modera- 
uoh of Pom- 


pey. 


Pompey de- 
clares Hytca- 

- nus high- 
priett, 


ing that the Jews made a confcience of doing 
any manner of work upon that day, but what 
was of abfolute neceflity, either tor the fup- 
port of life, or the ‘defence of it, in cafe of 
immediate danger; he commanded his foldi- 
ers only to ply their entrenchments upon that 
day, without doing any other act of hoftiliry. 
When the ground was now levell’d, the bul- 
warks advanc’d with ftrong and large turrets 
planted upon them and mann’d, the Romans, 
with certain “I’yrian engines they had got, be- 
gan the battery: the foldicrs at the fame time, 
out of the towers above, beating the defen- 
dants with ftones from the walls, ’till in the 
end they were quite tir’d out with the labour. 
Pompey could not but admire the conftan- 
cy and refolution of the Jews, and more efpe- 
cially in this particular; that in the middle of 
all extremities and dangers, they never dif- 
continucd the worfhip and ceremonies of their 
religion, but offer’d up their daily prayers and 
facrifices, as orderly, as if it had been in a 
profound peace: and in this temper of foul 
they continucd to the very lait, even when 
they came to be finally deftroy’d, and to have 
their throats cut at the very altar. In short, 
after a three months ficge, and the lofs only 
of one tower, the temple was taken by af- 
fault. ‘Ihe firft that enter’d the breach was 
Fauftus Cornelius, the fon of Sylla, and, after 
him, Furius and Fabius, two ccnturions with 
their companies; who befet the temple, and 
put to the {word all who offer’d to fly, or 
make reliftance. "There were feveral priefts 
at that time in the very cxercife of their holy 
function, that, with the {word’s point at their 
breafts, continued in their oblations and in- 
cenfe, without any regard to the fafety of their 
lives, out of a veneration they had for the du- 
ties of their profeflion. The Pompeian Jews 
prefs’d fo hard upon their fellow tribes-men 
of the other party, that they forc’d fome of 
them down precipices: others, in a rage of 
defperation, jet fire to what they could come 
at about the walls, and then caft themfelves 
into the flames. ‘There perifh’d in this out- 
rage twelve thoufand Jcws, not many Romans, 
but more wounded. 
Turis was a difmal defolation and calami- 
ty in feveral refpects; but nothing fo fenfibly 
affliéted the Jews, as to fee the holy of holies 
expos’d to prophane cyes: a thing that never 
happen’d before. Pompey, with a train of his 
people, centring; into this place, where only 
the high-prieft was to be admitted, * faw 
within ic the candIcfticks, lamps and tables for 
incenfe, with other veflels allof gold; a mafs 
of perfumes, and of facred treafure to the va- 
jue of 4 thoufand talents :.but would not fuf- 
fer any thing of all this to be touch’d that 
was confecrated to the fervice of God. On 
the next day after this deftruction of the tem- 
ple, he commanded the proper officers to take 
care for the purification of it, and to go on 
with the celebration of their holy worfhip as 
before. He did alfo declare Hyrcanus high- 
prieft, as a confideration for the good offices 
he had render?d him, both in the fiege .and 
otherwife, in drawing off great numbers of 
the faGtion from Ariftobulus. By this way of 
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Proceeding, like a wife and good man, he 
iccur’d himfelf the affeGtions of the people. 
Among the prifoners, there was the father~in- © 
law, and uncle of Ariftobulus, both in one, 
Pompey ftruck off the heads of all the prin- 
cipal authors of the revolt; but for Fauftus, 
and other brave men who aéted along with 
him, he conferr’d upon them fignal marks of 
his efteem, and glorious rewards. He impos’d 
a tribute upon Jerufalem and Judea. He took 
away from the Jews the citics they had pot- 
fefled themfelves of in Cele-Syria ; and annex- 
ing them to the jurifdition of the prefent Ro- 
man governor, he reduced the Jews to their 
own bounds. He rebuilt Gadara, which they 
had deftroy’d, in favour of Demetrius one of 
his freemen, and a native of the place. As 
for the inland cities of Hippion, Scyrhopolis, 
Pella, Samaria and Marifla, Azotus, Jamnia 
and Arethufa; and fo for the coaft-towns of 
Gaza, Joppa, Dora, and that which pafs’d for-~ 
merly by the name of Straton’s tower, and 
was aftcrwards call’d Cefarca by Herod, who 
beautify’d it with illuftrious buildings; he 
took them all from the Jews, to reftorc them 
to their native inhabitants, and fo join’d them 
to the province of Syria. After the paifing of 
thefe orders, and the fettling Scaurus in the 
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government of Judea and Cele-Syria, and of Ariftobulus 


all the country of Egypt to the borders of 
Euphrates, with the command of two legions 
Pompcy haften’d to Rome by the way of Ci- 
licia, carrying Ariftobulus prifoner with him 
and his family : that is to fay, two daughters 
and two fons, Alexander and Antigonus ; th 
former of them made his efcape in his pafiage, 
the other was carry’d to Rome, with his tif 
ters, 


ly 


CHAP. VI, 


Aretas and Scaurus reconciled. Alexander arms 
againft Hyrcanus. | Scaurus compounds for a 
Jum of money. Alexander worfted by Antipa- 
ter, withdraws to Alexandrion, and Gabini- 
us purfues him. Au indemnity offer’d and rem 
jecied. Lhe bravery of Mark Anthony. Se- 
veral cities taken from the Fews, and reftor’d 
to the right owners. Macherts and Elyrcani- 
on given up, aud Alexandrion levell’d to the 
ground. Gabinius gives Hyrcauus the charge 
of the temple, aud fettles the government. Arif- 
tobulus defeated by the Romans, but cuts out 
his way to Macherus.. Lhe Ronrans take the 
caftle, and fend Ariftobulus and his fox Antigo- 
aus both bound to Rome. Alexander defeated 
by Gabinius. Craffits Jucceeds Gabinius in the 
government of Syria; vifles the temple, and 
lofes both life and army. Oypris had four fons 
by Autipater. 


2 pr 


and his fimi- 


carry'd 
Toners to 
OMe, 


e Alexander 
gives Pom- 
pey the ip; 


CAURUS advancing with an army into See Ant. b. 


Arabia towards Petra, found the ways fo 
craggy and difficult to pafs, that he had much 
ado to march. 
country about Pella, where he had many dif- k 
ficultics to encounter ; being put to a pinch al- > 
fo for want of proviiions, tho’ Hyreanus, by 
the means of Antipater, made a thift to fur. 





* See Fortunatus Scacchus’s Myrothecium IL. c. 43. p. 418. 
+ Two thoufand Jewifh talents weighed two hundred abe 
our 
elifh money. 
~6Y¥ 


and their value in filver amounted to fix hundred eigh 
to ten millions nine hundred and fifty thoufand poun 


eight thoufand one hundred twenty four pounds, 
thoutand four hundred fifteen pounds, and in gold 


nifh 


14. €. 9,19, 
If, 22. Seau- 
rus mikes 

He laid wafte however all the war upon the 


ing of Ara- 
ia. 
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nith him with neceflaries. Scaurus, well know- 
ing that there was a good underftanding be- 
twixe Antipaccr and Aretas, (che king of Ara- 
big) dealt with Antipater to go to him in a 
war of triendthip, and try it he could work him 
t> compound the war for a fum of moncy. 
Antipater undertook the cemmiliion, and ma- 
nag’d the mateer fo dexteroufly, that the Ara- 
bilan was content to give three * hundred ta- 
lents for and fo Scaurus withdrew 
his army. ; 

Now Alexander, the fon of Arittobulus, 
> bad given Pompey the tlip, was by this 
at the head of a confidcrable body ot 
ravaging Judea, and pretiing upon Hyr- 
eanus, to the degree of endangering Jerufa- 
lem itfelf, upon a prefumption, that the walls 
which Pompey had beaten down, were not as. 
“ But Gabinius the fucceflor of 
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set repair'd. J 
Scaurus, and a perfon of eminent courage and 
eondeet, being fene inco Syria, and marching 
againd him, ic concern’d Alexander to look 
ubout him, having fo contiderable an enemy 
to deal withal, and co put himtelr into the 
t ofture he could to receive him. He had 
marching body of ten thoufand foor, 


L 


ven hundred herfe, betide feveral trong 
nd detentible places, thar he had forti- 
as Alexandiien, Hyreanion and Mache- 
var the mourtuins ot Arabia. 
Gabinits, inthe mean time, fends Mark 
Anthony | him wich a dctachment of 
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fime choice treops or Antipater’s, and a great 
num or Jews under Malichus and Pitho- 
] ro jin him: Gabinius himfelt tellowing 
Ww comein bedv, and advancing toward 
; nder: who, finding himielf fo much in- 
tiricrin munibers, was tor’d co retire: But 
. : Gahinius prong upon him in his retreat, 
; cathe up with him, and engag’d him net 
2oUrs ts gar grom Jerufulem, where he loft fx thou- 
: {and men: one halt kill’d upon che fpot, and 
- the cther hal taken alive : himfelf clcaping 
i: vee with the remainder co Alesandrion, clotely 
; purited by the enemy. When Gabinius came 
ip to cafile, he offer’d an act of indemni- 


im before the battle : but their 
2 teo big to accept cf it5 fo that 

hem, and cutting off a great 
n, fut up the rett in the fort. 
Anthony tignaliz’d himfelr to 2 high de- 
in this action; and tho’ he never fail’d 
oing bravely at any time or placs, he 
cd Ina manner yer even to outdo himfelt 
upon this ecealion. Gabinius now leaving a 
ufficient firength before the caitle, took a view 
: he and cities of the province, 
it kis cufinefs to fetrle the minds of 
: peupic in thofe places that were intire and 
ch'd, and to repair others that were laid 


if and ruin. He gave peremptory or- 


the 
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1 
tor there peopling of Scythopolis, Samaria, 
hedon, Apollonia, Jamnia, Raphia, Marif- 
2, Dora, Gadara, Azotus, and feveral other 
laces, where the citizens came thronging in 
vith all petfible joy to refume their ancient 
habitations. 

Whew cvery thing here was put into good 
order, Gabinius went back to the fiege of 
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Alexandrion, and pufh’d it forward with more 
vigour than beiore. Alexander was fo affrigh- 
ten’d at the defperate ftare of his affairs, that 
he fent his embailadors with an abfolute re- 
fignation of himfelf, to acknowledge the ill 
things he had donc, and to beg pardon 5 with’ 
atender, not only of Macherus and Hyrce- 
nion, but of Alexandrion itfelf alfo at his de- 
votion. ‘This being done, and accepted, Ga- 
binius levell?dd Alexandrion with the ground, 
at the initance of Alexander’s mother, for tear 
it thould prove the occafion of another war + 
fuch was the cendernefs, in fine, fhe had for 
her husband and children that were carry’d 
prifoners to Rome, that the omitted nothing 
of application and addrefs that might ingra- 
tiate her with the general. 

Gasinius atter this, carry’?d Hyrcanus to 
Jerufalem; committed the temple to his care 
and charge, appointed officers tor the civil 
adminiftration, and divided the whole province 
of Judea into five jurifdiGtions: the tirft Jc- 
rufalem, the fecond, ~ Gadara the third, 
Amathus the fourth, Jericho and the fiith 
Sepphoris, a city of Galilee; the people all 
this while overjoy’d to fee themfelves deli- 
ver’d irom a monarchy co an ariftocracy. 

Ir wus not long alter this, that Ariitobulus 
made his cfeape from Rome; which prov’d an 
occafion of new troubles. He gor together a 
great body of Jews, partly for the love of 
change, and partly tor the fake of an old kind- 
nefs they had for him. His frit attempt was 
the repairing of Alexandrion; but upon intor- 
mation that Sifenna, Anthony and Servilius 
Were marching toward him with an army trom 


Gabinius, he withdrew to Macherus; where. 


he difcharg’d hiimtelf of the burden of a loofe 
and an unprofitable multicude, and took only 
a body of cight thoufand men well armd 
along with him; reckoning a thoufand tugi- 
tive Jews that Pitholaus had brought ont of 
Jerufalem inco the number. 


Macherns, 
tvercaunion 
und Alewan. 
drion deli- 
vered up; 
and the Lut 
Jevell’'d with 
the groan, 


Gabinus 
gives H yrea- 
nus the 
charge of the 
temple, and 
fetrles the 
government, 


True Romans tollow’d them clofe, and. 


brought ic to an encouragement. Arittobulus 
and his people did all that was poflible for 
gallant men to do ; but in the end, when they 
were tir’d our, and run down with numbers, 
the Romans had a clear victory of ir; five 
thoufand being kill’d, two thoufand with- 
drew to a hill, and made a little ftand, and 
the other thoufand, with Ariftobulus himfelf, 
cut their way quite thro’ the Roman army, and 
fo gain’d Macherus. They got thither about 
evening, and found it all in ruins; but Arif- 
tobulus would nor yet defpair of gaining time 
enough by a truce, to repair the caftle, and 
reintorce his army. The Romans in the mean 
while ply’d the attack, but at the end of two 
days, and after a very brave refittance, thcy 
took the place, with Ariftobulus, and his fon 
Antigonus that fied trom Rome with him; 
who were both bound and fent to Gabinius, 
and fo to Rome again. The fenate made the 
tather a prifoner, but fent the fon back to Ju- 
dea, at the inftance of Gabinius; who had 
promis’d as much to the wife of Ariftobulus 
upon the delivery of the caftles. 

GaBinius was now preparing for a war 
upon the Parthians; but Prolemy having quit- 





* Three hundred Syrian talents, (for fuch we fuppofe to be here meant) weighed four thoufand two hundred 
ferenty feven pounds four ounces two penny-weight twelve grains, and their value in filver amounted to twelve 
thoufand cigh: hundred thirty two pounds fevenpence farthing, and in gold to twe hundred and five thoufand three 


ioundred twelve pounds ten fhillings of our moncy. 


{ Dorts Rufinus. 
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ted the Euphrates, and being on his return 
Hyrcanus 


from Egypt, gave him a divertion, CHAP VIr 


and Antipater were his friends to all manner 2 AS 
of purpofes; for they fupplied him with men, | 4riftobulus fet at liberty by Cofar, and poifon'd 
moncy, arms, corn, and, in fine, all provifions afterwards by the Ponipeians, and his body feut 
and neceflaries for a war; prevailing wich the to Fudea. ~ Alexander bebeaded at Antioch. 
Jews alfo that guarded the ways to Pelufium,|. Philippion marries Alexandra. Antipater affifis 
to let Gabinius pafs over at his return. ‘This Aithaidates, and takes Pelufium. Meniphis 
departure of Gabinius occafioned great ccom- deliver’d up to Mithridates, atipater upon a 

pinch, refcues Mithridates, aud routs the Exgyp- 


motions in the other parts of Syria, and cre- 
ated {uch a revolt among the Jews, that Alex-] tans. Liyvcanus confirned in the pontificate. 


ander, the fon of Ariftobulus, having gotten 
avait multitude of the people together, he 
took up a refolution ro put every Roman to 
death thar he could lay his hand on in that 
quarter, Gabinius was not infenfible of the 
danger , and the fedition increafing, he made 
ule of his interett with Antipater to bring mat- 
ters to a better underftanding. But Alexander 
being a warlike prince, and having an army of 
thirty thoufand men to truft to, nothing would 
ferve him but the bringing of it to a battle, 
which was fought near the mountain of Icabyr. 
‘There fell ten thoufand upon the place, and 
the reft fhifted every man for himfelf, and fo 
Alexander ifpers’d. Gabinius, after this defeat, re- 
defeated by turned to Jcrufalem by the advice of Antipa~ 
Gsbinius.” ter, to fettle the people there under the form 
of a republic. He march’d from hence after 
the Nabatheans, fecretly difcharging two Par- 
thian deferters that came over to’ him, Michri- 
dates and Orfanes, pretending that they had 
made their efcapcs. 
Craffus fic Crassus fuccecded Gabinius in the govern- 
ceeds Gabi- ment of Syria, and rifled the temple, not on- 
Be ieanie ly of the two * thoufand talents which Pom- 
andlofes Pey refrain’d from ineddling with ; but of all 
both life and the gold that was there befides, toward the 
aemy. charge of the Parthian war. Upon this he 
pafs’d the Euphrates, where he himfelf and 
his army were both loft; but of this in another 
lace. 
: Arter Craflus came Caffius into Syria, who 
put a ftop to the Parthians when they were 
Juit_rcady to break into the country. He was 
no fooner in pofleffion of his government, bur 
he march’d into Judea; took Tarichea, and 
carried off near three thoufand Jews into bon- 
dage. Pitholaus, one of the number, Caffius 
put to death, at the inftigation of Antipater, 
for tampering the faétion of Ariftobulus into 
Cyprishad 2 fedition. “4 Cypris, the wife of Antipater, 
four fons by Was a noble Arabian, by whom he had four 
Antipater ; fons, Phafael, king Herod, Jofeph, and Phe- 
ee roras; and one daughter, whofe hame was Sa- 
and’ Pherera,, Lome. He was a perfon belov’d for his gene- 
rofity and conduét, by all men of honour and 
quality ; but the moft particular friend he had 
in the world, was the king of the Arabians, 
to whom he recommended the care of his chil- 
dren, when he undertook the war againft Ari- 
ftobulus, But Caffius having made atruce with 
Alexander, returned to his poft at Euphrates, 


to take pofléffion of the pafs, and hinder the lage, ys heg ’ y- t 
inroad of the Parthians; of which more here-| at this fiege diftinguith’d himfelf in a very fig 
after. nal manner; for at the firft onfet, prefling 


talents to our money, in Chap. v. p. 543; which fa. 















































ie fo happen’d a while after, upon Pome See Ant, 
pey’s and the fenate’s quitting Rome, and ¥i¥. ¢.13, 14, 
croffing the Ionian fea in a fright, that Cefar ' 
being left abfolute matter of the placc, and all 
that was in it, “he order’d Ariitobulas imac, Ariftobutes 
diatcly to be fet at liberty, and difpatch’d him #t 2 liberty 
out of hand into Syria wich two companies ; mers 
taking for granted ‘thar the country would 
quickly be his own, if he did but thew him. 
felf upon the borders. But that conjecture 
was too good to be true; for the hopes of 
Cefar, and the confidence of Ariftobulus, were : 
both difappointed, the latrer being taken_ off But poifon'd 
by poifon by fome of Pompey’s people. The Fete Py. 
body was embalm’d, and lay for fome time eons ad 
unburied, till Anthony tranfported it to Judea, his body 
to be there depofited in the royal fepulchres, tranfinitted 
Neither did Alexander, the fon, cfcape any *° Judea 
better than his father; far Scipio cut off his Atesander 
head at Antioch, according to Pompey’s di- beheaded ut 
rection, who had pafs’d fentence himiel{ againgt Antioch. 
him upon the bench, for feditious practices 
againit the Romans. But Ptolemy, the fon of 
Mioneus, and the Prince of Chalcis, upon 
mount Libanus, fent his fon Philippion to Af- 
kalon, to the widow of Arittobulus, and or- 
der’d the bringing home of his fon Antigonus 
and his daughters to their father. Philippion 
fell in love with the younger, whofe name Philipp; 
Was Alexandra, and married her, which his annealed 
father put him to death for afterwards, and andra. 
took her to wife himfelf. This alliance cre- 
ated in him a greater tendernefs for his bro- 
ther Antigonus, and for his fifters, 
ANTIPATER, after the death of Pompey, 
made his court to Cefar; and Mithridates, “a 
Pecrgamenian, finding a ftop put to his expedi- 
tion into Egypt, by Prohibiting a paflage to 
his fhips at Pelufium, “he flay’d with his army 
at Askalon, and did not only prevail with rhe 
Arabians for affiftance, though a ftranger, but 
rais’'d a body of about three thoufand Jews, 
well-arm’d, upon his own account. He broughe 
alfo feveral of the leading men of Syria into 
the party; as + Prolemy of Libanus, Jambli- 
chus, and another Ptolemy, men of fach re- 
putation, that their intereft and example drew 
the whole country after them. Mithridates eae 
finding himfelf now in condition, by the help deca 
of Antipater, to enter upon aétion, advances to takes Pelue 
Pelufium; and the: inhabitants Oppofing his fium, 
paflage, he lays fiege to the city. Antipater 


* We have adjufted the value of thefe 


Cypron in the Antiquities. _ : 
i Or ake Tholomeus of Libanus, Jambichus, and Prolemeus, 


from 
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breach, and enter’d the crown with his people 
wiper bine of 
‘Tues was Pelufium taken, but the Egyptian 
(er the province of Onias) would not 
ier them to go any further; and yet Anti- 
‘ter prevail’d wich them, not only to be quict 
Withcuc making any refittance, but over and 
woove co furnaith neceilkries tor the foldiers. 
‘I Sis example wrought fo fir upon the people 
"Memphis, that of their own accord, they 
verd chemielycs up to Mithridates. Upon 
arrival ot Mirhridates at Delta, they gave 
¢ toa body et other Egyptians, at a place 
ed the camp of the Jews, where Mithri- 
dates, with che whole right wing, was in 
extreum danger of being totally cut off; but 
Actipater, having already broken the enemy’s 
other wing, where he was engag’d, tetch’d a 
compals along the bank of the river, and came 
fo fesfonably to the refeue ot Mirhridates, 
wat he rll upon his purtuers, deitroy’d feveral 
“them, and follow’d the chace up to the 
: camp, Where he made himfelf matter 
: and all this wich the lofs only 
‘There were near 
idates’s men flain upon 
he hinifelt preferv’d at lait be- 
spectation. Mitchridates, atter this, 
2 him ail imaginadle right to Cefar, in the 
: Jeor fo fignal a fervice; and the 
was fo frank and generous in his pre- 
and acknowledgments to this great 
ren, that he became mere and more zealous 
ard ambitious of any eecation to lay down his 
tite tor do illutirious 2 


‘ 


cther proofs, in fi 


ase 
ous 


Sa 





v 


moe 
Toy 
bat be 


mo 
€ 





oo 


i, 3 


ue 










hy pillage 3 
“beurtlore mien on his fide. 
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matter. Ee necded no 
; et his raith and courage, 
taan the wounds he bore upon his body as the 
turks of his virtue. So i1oon as the war was 
crer in Egypt, Celar recurn’d into Syria, and 
mide Antipater a tree citizen ct Reme, con- 
tering allo cther honcurs upon him, enough to 
render him envied, and, in token of 2 fingular 
pees and etcem, confirming Hyrcanus in the 
pentificate tor his fake. 
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trom his quarter, he himfelf was the frit man 
who broke down the walls, mounted the 











AP. Vif. 


acath of Arificbulus tup- 
Fyrcanus and Antipater 
Cefar makes Hyrcanus 
governor of Fuder, and 
f the walls that Pompey 
teresa daca. dutipater revuilds thei, 
? con aads cerdence to Ayrcanus. He pie- 
ws Phaftel and Hered.  Hezekias the captain 
ut the vedcers taken, Fy rcanus incenfed Ly exil 
Peudehe Herod (unimen?d to attend the council 
Hiss wiuiisr of appearing. Hered declared ge- 
wal of the trocps in Syria and Samaria upoa 
the waveh to depye Hyrcauus, but bis father 
kinz. Sextus Cefar bafely 
warded by Ceclies Baffas, and Marcus cr- 
cord io fucceed in the governnient. 
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od yet) pi teen 
aed erel,acé diver? 


4 ‘DE this very time, Antigonus, the fon of 
Anfobulus, addrefs’d himfelf to Cefar; 
and fo order’d the matter, that he did Anti- 
pater a far greater fervice than he intended him. 
His bufinefs was to complain of the death of 


his tather, to tcll Cefar the flory of his being | 
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poiton’d by Pompty’s inftruments, (as it was Antigonus 
generally prefum’d) and to charge Scipio with crates the 
cruclty to his brother, &c. But, inftead of years 
keeping within this compafs, he lafh’d out into death of Ari. 
extravagant inyectives againft Hyrcanus and’ ftobulus. 
Antipater, tor driving himfelf and ‘his brethren Hyrcanus and 
mott injurioufly out of their native country, yrodefull 
and for oppretiing the public, only to gratity accufed, y 
their own private paffions. As for the aids 
they fent Cefar into Egypt, there was more of 

fear in ic than good-will, in hope to attone, 
in fome meafure, for the fervices they had for- 

merly render’d to Pompey. Antipater, upon Antipater 
thefe reproaches, only uncover’d fome parts of fhewshis tears 
his body, and cxpos’d his wounds as teftimo- 1 pis jufiti- 
nies of his loyalty to Cefar, and fo left ir to , 

his body to do the office of his tongue. Bur, fle reproach: 
“ (ays he) I cannot fufficiently admire the es Antigonus. 
*¢ confidence of Antigonus, the fon of an ene~ 
“ my to the Romans, and a fugitive, and, 

“at Jatt, as feditious an incendiary as ever 

his father was. Now for this man to exhi- 

bic accufations to Cefar, againit the moft 

faithful and dutiful of his fubjeéts, and to 

infit upon pretenfions of merit, when he 

ought rather to be thankful that he is fuf> 

fer’d to live; what an unaccountable con- 

fidence is this! Neither does he defire any 

thing becaufe he wants ic, but with a defign 

rather to employ it to the ruin of his bene- 

factor.” 
Cesar, immediately upon this, created Hyr- Cefir makes 
canus high-pricft, as a man perteétly well qua- Hyrcanu, 
lifted for the function. He gave Antipater, at iigispret, 
the fame time alfo, the choice of any com- eorneeak 
mithon he would defire, who remitted himfelf fudea, and 
dutitully to his matter’s good pleafure 5 where- gives him 
upen he was pleafed to pronounce him gover- aie Tee 
nor cf Judea; and he obtained Jikewife this .uyopts. 
further grace, that he might repair the walls had thrown? 
of his country, which Pompey had thrown down, 
down, Thefe decrees he order’d to be en- Thefe de- 
graven in brafs, and the tables to_be hung up fred athe 
in the capitol, as a memorial of Antipater’s capitol. 
fervices, and of Cefar’s juftice. 

Whew Anripater had brought Cefar to the 
borders of Syria, he returned to Judea, where 
the firft thing he did was to rebuild the walls 
that Pompey had broken down; and then to Cirdience to 
infpect the province, and, either by Menaces, Wyrcanus: 
or perfuations, to prevent diforder, and keep 
the country quict; giving the people to under 
ftand, that if they behav’d themfelves as they 
ought to do toward Hyrcanus, they fhould live 
happily and ecafily in peace and plenty; bur if 
they fhould ever think of fifhing in troubled 
waters, and of advancing their own fortunes 
upon the ruin of the public, they thould find 
Antipater, inftead of a gentle governor, a {e~ 
vere mafter, Hyrcanus an unmerciful tyrant, 
inftead of a gracious prince, and Cefar and the 
Romans, inftead of fricnds,-the worft of ene- 
mies, Who would be fure to punifh any inju- 
ries and infults, that fhould be offer’d againit 
the authority of that prince, whom they had 
conftitured. 

Turis deference to Hyrcanus did not yet 
hinder but that Antipater fettled the flate of 
the province himfclf, to fupply the defeéts and 
incapacitics of Hyrcanus for the offices of a 
political adminiftration. He gave Phafael, his He prefs 
eldeft fon and the captain of the guards, the Phafiel and 
government of Jernfalem, and all that province ; “*¢r°™ 
that of Galilee, to Herod, his fecond fon, 

though 
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Herod takes 

Eizekias, the 
captain of the 
robbers. 


Hyrcanus 

bears a fecret 
grudge to the 
*wo brothers. 


Hyrcanus ic~ 
ritated by 
evil counfel. 


Herod fume ° 
mon’d to at- 
tend the 
council. 

His manner 
of eppearing, 


though very young, with the fame powers; 
who bcing naturally bold and active, was not 
long without an honourable occafion of fhew- 
ing the greatnefs of his mind. Syria was ter- 
ribly intefted, and over-run with troops of 
robbers, till he took Ezckias, the head of them, 
and put to death the captain himfelf, and fe- 
veral of his followers. This exploit was fo 
acceptable a fervice to the Syrians, that all the 
towns and villages were full of panegyrics and 
acclamations, to the honour of Herod, as the 
reftorer of them to their libertics and poflef- 
fious. The glory of this atchievement made 
Herod known to Sextus Cefar, the kinfman of 
Cefar the Great, who was then governor of 
Syria. The fame of this action infpir’d Pha- 
fael with an honeft and a generous emulation 
to out-do his brother, and to gain more and 
more upon the hearts of the people of Jeru- 
falem, where he exercifed his power with 
fuch a tendernefs of moderation and juftice, 
that no perfon had reafon to complain. The 
wifdom and conduét of this adminiftration gave 
the people as great a reverence for Antipater, 
as if he had been their abfolute fovercign ; and 
he behav'd himfelf all this while with a-greac 
exaétnefs of faith and kindnefs toward Hyr- 
canus, 

Bur to fhew now that it is a thing utterly 
impoffible to fecure great men and_ glorious 
actions from the ftroke of envy, we find it evi- 
dently in this inftance of Fayrcanus. He had 
borne a kind of a fecret grudge for fome time 
already, toward thefe illuftrious young men 
(and to Herod efpecially) for the honour they 
had acquir’d in the world, all mouths being 
full of the hiftory of their virtues and adven- 
tures. Now this envious difpofition was fur- 
ther wrought upon by a parcel of invidious pa- 
rafites, and court-carwigs, to whom the cx~ 
emplary integrity of Antipatcr’s fons was an 
eye-fore. ‘ What! (faid they) is the autho- 
“ rity of the government to be divided betwixt 
«© Antipater and his fons, and Hyrcanus to 
“ ftand like a property, with only the emp- 
“ ty name of it? How long will you go on 
“ atthis rate, of fetting up kings againft your- 
<¢ felf? Ic is now come to thar pafs, that they 
“ donot fo muchas pretend to act any longer as 
“ deputies or fubjeéts ; but, in one word, bare- 
“ fac’d as fovereigns; witnefs Herod’s putting 
“ fo many men to death, in a flat contradic~ 
“© tion to the Jewith law, and without any 
“¢ mandate or direction of yours. Is Herod a 
“€ private man,ora king? Ifthe former, why 
<¢ is he not call’d to an account for this, and 
“ to anfwer both to the king himfelf, and to 
“¢ the law, which does not allow of any man’s 
“ being put to death without a formal con- 
“¢ demnation ?”’ 

_ Hyrecanus was mov’d at this by little and 
little, till at laft he broke out into a fit of 
wrath and indignation, commanding Herod to 
be fummon’d to make his appearance. Herod 
thought himfelf fo fafe -in his own innocency, 
that with the advice of his father, he fecured 
his garifons in galilee, and without any more 
ado went forthwith to the king, taking only 
fuch a guard along with him, out of a refpeét 


to Hyrcanus, as might be competent for the fe= 
curing of his perfon, without an affront to the 
prince. Sextus Cefar had fo great a kindnefs 
for the young man, that for fear of mifchief 
when they had him among them, he fent to 
Hyrcanus to acquit him of the charge, who 
{cemed willing enough to do it, out of an in- 
clination he had to oblige him. But Herod 
was yct a little doubtful how far he might de- 
Pend upon tair words, and fo repair’d to Sex= 
Cus at Damafcus, with a refolution not to ap- 
pear any more in cafe of a fecond fummons. 
Hyrcanus was ply’d over ahd over to the fame 
purpoic, as before, and by the fame fort of 
people. © They told him that Herod was gone 
away ina rage, and with a defign of fome 
deiperate attempt. Hyrcanus was eafily im- 
pos’d upon, and which way to turn himfelf he 
knew not; for he found his enemy too hard 
for him. 
to declare Herod general of all his troops in 
Syria and Samaria, it ftruck fuch a terror into 
Hyrcanus, betwixt the confideration of his 
own ftrength, and the affections of the people, 
that he fancied him marching at the head of 
an army againft him already. 


But when Sextus came aftcrwards Herod de- 
: clared gene- 
ral in Syria 
and Samaria. 


Nor was he at all miftaken; for Herod in a Herod upon 
tranfport of indignation to fee himfelf treated the merch to 


as a criminal, gathered an army together, and 
march’d toward Jerufalem, with a full detcr- 
mination to depofe Hyrcanus from the govern- 
ment, which he had certainly done, if his fa- 
ther and his brother had not put a ftop to the 


depofe Hyr- 


‘ ‘ ape :: ! 
violence of his paffion; “ Defiring him to con- sysfither and 
fine his revenge to menaces and hard words, brother di- 


ce 


** under whofe countenance he had advanced 
** himfelf to this dignity. If ic troubled him, 
“ they faid, that he was arraign’d, it might 
* pafs for fome fort of attonement that he was 
‘€ acquicted ; and then it was but fetting the 
“ confervation of his life againft the hazard 
* of it. If he valued himfelf upon his arms, 
“ let him at the fame time bethink himfelf of 
“¢ the iniquity of his caufe, and that no fubject 
** can ever hope for a bleffing from heaven, 
“* who draws his {word againft his prince; and 
* not only his prince neither, but his familiar 
friend, benefaétor, and patron ; and a prince 
“© who never dealt unkindly by him, but when 
“ he was provok’d and feduc’d by calumny 
“ and evil counfel.” 
Herod let the conteft fall, and contented him- 
felf with giving the whole nation this inftance 
of his intereft and power. 


t9 


Upon this expoftulation, 


rather than offer any indignity to the king, vert him. 


At this time the Romans fell into a civil war Sextus Cefut 


near Apamia. 
Cefar- to be bafely murder’d, and then took 
his command to himfelf. This he did asa 
fervice toPompey. ‘The officers of Julius Ce- 
far, in revenge for the death of Sextus, fell 
with all the power they had upon Baflus; and 
Antipater, out of the honour he had for both 
the Cefars, the dead as wellas the living, Sex- 
tus and Julius, fent his fons to join them with 
fuccours: But the war being protracted, 
* Marcus was order’d out of Italy to fuccced 
Sextusin the government. 





* Cafaubon reads Murcus, Exercit. 1. An, DCCVI. 
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Cecilius Baffus caus’d Sextus bafely mur- 
; es ae der’d by Ce- 


cilius Baffus. 


548. 
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CHAP. IS. 


The murder of Fulius Cefar in the capitol, and the 
kervible fadions and confis/ious that follow a it. 
Caffius, a great cppreffer 5 and Hered inftnuates 
Limfeif into kis friendfhip. The bafe ingrati- 
tude cf Malichus, who ingratiates bimfelf with 
Phafacl and Herod, Cefar and Anthony in 
cear with Brutus and Caffsus. Hered niade go- 
morner of Syria Antipater poifen’d in bis 

Py the contrivance of Afalichus, who was 
jeds ent fo pieces by Aevot’s Officers. 





£ 
Mt 


aes, 


HERE fell our at che fame time among 
the Romans, a more violent war than 
the former. Cefar being now murder’d by the 
treachery of Caffius and Brutus, after he had 
govern’d three years and feven months, his 
death was tollow’d with a horrible contufion 
of faétions intheempire. ‘The great men were 
all divided into parties, every man acting as 
his humour and intereft led him, without any 
regard to the publick. Catlius took his way 
into Svria to get polleffion of the troops that 
were then before Apamia;, where he made 
+} Marcus and Batlus, with fome malecontent— 
ed coharts, friends, raifing the liege of Apamia 
atthe fame time. He laid the cities under 
the mest unreafonable and exceffive contribu- 
, tions; a tax of feven ** hundred talents upon 
the Jews, which Antipater provided tor in 
time by an equal diftribution of the charge, 
and appointing his fons and his triends to take 
a feafonable care of the levy; reckoning Ma- 
lichus, his protefs’d cnemy, into the number 
of his friends, upon that pinch. The firft thac 
wrought himielr intu the good graces of Caf- 
fius was Herod; who prefented him with an 
hundred + talents for the quota ot Galilee 5 
and tor that reafon was efteemed one of hisbeft 
friends. But for the reit that were not fo 
ready with their proportions, Caffius was fo 
cranfported at the delay, that he raz’d Goph- 
na, Ammaus, and two other citics ot lefs 
note, to the ground: And when this was donc, 
he tock upa refolution of killing Malichus for 
being fo dilatory. But Antipater having firft 
appeafed Caffius with an hundred talents, pre- 
vented the execution of his difpleafure upon o- 
ther places. . 
Ber fo foon as Caffius was gone, all Mali- 
chus’s obligations to Antipater were not only 
forgotten, but on the contrary, he enter’d in- 
toa practice upon the life of that man, whom 
he had fo often over and over own’d for his fa- 
viour, who was to be remov’d out of the way 
as an obftruction to his defigns. Antipater 
kept an eye upon him, as a man both of power 
and cunning ; and fo pafs’d the Jordan to put 
himfelf in condition to ftand upon his own 
guard, and take his revenge. Malichus find- 
ing himfelf fufpeéted, had no way to come off 
but by wheedling, and out-facing the fons of 
Antipater into a better opinionot him. Pha- 
fael being governor of Jerufalem, and Herod 
captainof the guards, he deceiv’d them foart- 

















fully with excufes, oaths, and proteftations of 

his plain-dealing and integrity, that he engag’d 

the fons themfelves in a mediation to the fa- 

ther for a reconciliation; and by the fame in- 

ftrumene he made his peace alfo with Marcus 

the governor of Syria, who was otherwife 

refolv’d to put himto death as a mutineer. Ce- 

far and Anthony being now in war with Brutus Cefar ana 
and Caihlus, Marcus and Caffius having had Anthony in 
ample proots of the bravery of Hcrod, made pe aa 
him governor of the whole province of Syria, Pairs OF 
with a confiderable body of horfe and foot for Herod made 
his guard ; nay, Cafhius went fo taras to promife governor of 
him the kingdom of the Jews at the end of the Sy! 

war. But it fo fell out, that the hope and 

bravery of the fon occafioned the death of the 

father; for Malichus was in fuch a, dread of 

him, that he could never think himfelf fafe 

while the other was living; andfo he corrupted 
Hyrcanus’s butler to poifon Antipater in his 

drink. This was the requital that great man Antipater 
recciv’d from this ungrateful wretch. He was Poifon’d in 
indeed a perfon of wifdom and courage; and MS drink. 
one, in fine, to whom Hyrcanus ftood indebted. 
for the pofleffion of his kingdom. The people 
were fo enrag’d at Malichus, upon a fulpicion 
ot this execrable practice, that they were rea- 
dy to tear him to pieces; but upon his re- 
nouncing and epee any knowledge of the 
matter, the multitude foften’d a little, and 
fufpended their rage; and Malichus in the 
mean time, by way of prevention, puc himfelf 
into a condition and poiture of detence ; for it 
could not be expected that this horrid mur-~ 
ther fhould evergo off thus. He knew Herod 
was abfolutely tor taking his revenge at the 
head of an army; but his brother Phafael dif- 
fuaded him by all means from making any 
publick difturbance about it, for fear of raifing 
atumult. The brothers, upon this, gave him 
the hearing with a femblance of allowing his 
defence, andacountenance, as if they thought 
him innocent, and then proceeded to the fune- 
ral rites and duties for their father; which 
were very fplendid and magnificent. 

Samarra being at this time torn with fac- 
tions, Herod went down to quiet them 3; but 
fo as to return upon all folemn days, to kecp 
his feftival fill at Jerufalem, accompany’d 
with his guards backwards and ‘forwards. 
Malichus did not like this face of things, and 
thercfore put Hyrcanus upon telling Herod 
plainly, “ That ic was a profanation of the 
“« facrednefs of the holy religion and profeffion, 
“ tointermix ftrangers with natives.” Hyrca- 
nus did as he was directed 3 but Herod in con+ 
tempt both of che caufe itfelf, and of the au- 
thority, enter’d by nightintothe city. Mali- 
chus went prefently to him allin tears, lament- 
ing and condoling the death of Antipater ; 
and Herod, tho’ ready to burft with rage and 
indignation, to outward appearance carried it 
asif hebelicved hisgricf real, and every word 
he faid to be truce. But yet at the fame time 
he wrote to Caffius for juftice upon Malichus, te waltice 
for the death of his father, which was cafily P00 Nuli- 
obtain’d upon feveral accounts, Malichus be- chus for the 


TTerod de-, 


ee eth of hus 


+ Al. Mureus. 


father. 


** Seven hundred talents weighed feventy nine thoufand eight huudred and forty three pounds and nine ounces; 
and their valuein filver amounted to two hundred thirty nine thoufand five hundred and thirty one pounds and five 
fhiclings ; and in gold to three millions eight hundred thirty rwo thoufand and five hundred pounds of our money. 

iq An hundred talents weighed eleven thoufand four hundred and fix pounds and three ounces: and their value in 


fiiver arcounted to thirty four thonfand two hundred eighteen poun 
hundred forry feven thoutana and five hundred pounds Englifh money. 


s and fifteen fhillings; and in gold ro five 
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ing a perfon that was odious to Cafliusalready ; 
fo that Caffius did notonly leave Herod to his 
courfe at law againft Malichus, but fent alfo 
private orders to his tribunes to be affifting to 
Herod, if there fhould be occafion. 
Laopicea was juft now taken, and men 
of quality came thronging in from all parts to 
Herod, with their gratulations and prefents. 
He look’d upon this as the faireft opportunity 
in the world for the execution of his purpofe ; 
but Malichus, fufpecting a defign againft him- 
felf, contriv’d to give him the flip, by getting 
away his fon from Tyre, who was then a hof- 
tage there ; and fo fteal away with him into 
Judea, But then, well confidering the def- 
perate ftate of his affairs, he was afraid that 
would not fecure him neither; and fo he fet 
his wits to work upon a noblerexploit; which 
was to ftir up the whole nation of the Jews 
againft the Romans, while Caflius was em- 


ploy’d in a war againft Anthony; in which 


cafe he flatter’d himfelf that ic would be no 
hard matter to depofe Hyrcanus, and take pof- 
{effion of the government. But the Fates 
had otherwife determin’d, it feems;, for He- 


rod, having a jealoufy of fome great mifchief 


projecting, invited both Malichus and Hyr- 
canus to fupper with him; fending a fervant 
out under pretence of having every thing put 
in order for the entertainment; but in truth, 
with fecret inftruétions to the tribunes to at- 


tend, and act according to the agreement be- 


twixt Caflius and Herod before-mentioned. 
They march’d out with their arms toward the 
fea-fide of the city; where they met Malichus 


Malichus cut upon the way, furrounded him, and cut him to 


to pieces by 
Herod’s offi- 
cers. 


See Ant.b.r4. 


G20, 21,22, 
23. 


Felix makes 
War Upon 
Phafael and 
Herod, 


pieces. 
dangerous a {woon, that he could hardly be 


brought to life again; but fo foon as ever he 


was come to himfelf, he call’d out to He- 
rod to know who it was that had killd 


Malichus? One of the tribunes made anfwer, 


‘That it was Caffius’s order. Why then, fays 
Hyrcanus, Caffius has fav’d me and my country 


at once, in the deftru€tion of fo dangerous a 


traitor to both. Whether this was fpoken 
from his heart or out of fear, no body knows; 
but this was Herod’s revenge, and this the 
end of Malichus. 








CHAP. X. 


Felix makes war upon Phafael and Herod. He- 
rod falls fick at Damafcus, Felix routed by 


Phafael. The ingratitude of Hyrcanus. Mda- 


vion, the king of the Tyrians, driven out of Ga- 


lilee. Marion and Antigonus march againft 
Herod. Antigonus routed. Several embaffies 


with complaints to Anthony againft Phafael 


and Herod. The plaintiffs difcharg’d without 
@ heaving. Repeated complaints againft the 
brothers. Meffala and Hyrcanus plead for then. 
Anthony mikes them both tetrarchs of Fudea, 
Gud treats the infolent deputies very feverely. 


HEN Caffius had quitted Syria, there 
happen’d new troubles in Jerufalem, 


- upon the occafion of Felix’s making war againft 


Phafael and Herod,to revenge the death of Ma~ 
lichus upon the brothers. It fo fell out that He- 
rod being then at Damafcus with Fabius the go- 
vernor, he was taken fo ill that it put him out 
of condition to march to the relief of his bro- 


the WARS of the JEWS. 


of help; 


of Malichus: 


The furprize put Hyrcanus into fo 





hs 
| 49 
ther. But as it happen’d, Phafael had no need Herod falls 
for he routed Felix with his own fick at Da- 
troops, and did his bufinefs without it: but ae 
exclaiming bitterly againft Hyrcanus for his pea 
ingratitudein fiding with Felix, and in putting The ingrati- 
feveral caftles into the hands of the brother tude of Hyr- 
as there were man mg 

and Maffada among the reft, one of fie coe 

eft holds in the country. But this avail’d them 

little againft the power of Herod 3 who was 

no fooner got abroad again, but he retook all 

he had loft, and brought Hyrcanus to his knees, yy ‘ 
even in Maffada itfelf: difmiffing him however piouaht cs 
upon his humiliation. THe drove Marion, the his knees. 
king of the Tyyrians, out of Galilee, and reco- Marion dri- 
ver’d from him three caftles that he had got- Gillen e 
ten 5 not only {paring the lives of the Tyrians oF 
that he took, but gratifying diveré of them 
over and above with donatives and bounties : 
by which means the people became Herod’s 
friends, and Marion’s enemies both at once: 
This Marion was a fit inftrument for Caffius, 
who had fet fo many tyrants over Syria alrea- 
dy ; and marching againft Herod, he took Anti- 
gonus, the fon of Ariftobulus, along with him: 
and Fabius alfo, who was in efieet no more 
than Antigonus’s mercenary; and all this be- 
caufe they were enemies to Herod ; Ptolemy, 
the father-in-law of Antigonus, fupplying them 
wich all neceflaries. 

Herop made ready for the engagement, 
and it came to a battle upon the borders of 
Judea; Antigonus was rourcd, Herod carry’d 
the day, and return’d to Jerufalem, where he 
was recciv’d with all tendeineflés of honout 
and refpeét, even by thofe that had defpis’d 
him before: but this was out of a particular 
regard to the relation he had to Hyrcanus; 
for this Herod was formerly marry’d to a 
woman of his own country; fhe was nobly 
born, and her name Doris. By this woman 
he had Antipatcr, but he was afterward mar- 
ried to Mariamne, the daughter of Alexander, 
the fon of Ariftobulus, and of Alexandia the 
daughter of Hyrcanus. This was the relation 
he had tothe king. But upon Cefar’s coming 
into Italy, and Anthony into Afia, after the 
death of Caffius at the battle of Philippi, em- pahattdo:s 
baffladors were difpatched from feveral places fent with _ 
to Anthony in Bithynia, and the heads of complaintsto 
the Jews appear’d alfo, with heavy complaints Anthony. 
againft Phafacl and Herod ‘for ufurping arbi- Complaints 
trary power to themfelves, and allowing Hyr- fee ie 
canus only the bare name of fovercignty. He- eae ne 
rod being within diftance of ovet-hearing the -p),.. pain 
accifation, manag’d fo well with Anthony, by tis ge 
the mediation of a fum of money, that the charg’d 
complainants were all difcharg’d without a withoura 
hearing. hearing. 

Antuony bting after this at Daphnis in 


Marion and 
Antigonus | 
march againft 
Herod. 


Antigonus 
routed, 


Doris the 
wife of He- | 
rod, and rhe 
mother of 
Antipater. 


the fuburbs of Antioch, (about the beginning 


of his intrigue with Cleopatra) there came to 

him a hundred of the principal men of the 

Jews all in a body; feleét men fot quality and 

ability: and their bufinefs was the fame com= Repeated 
plaint over again againft the two brothers. complaints 
They had made choice of the beft fpeakers againft the 
they had, for the advantage of the plea; and eres a 
Meffala ftood up for the brothers, Hyrcanus, tHyrcanus 
for kindred-fake, putting in to fecond him. plead for 
Upon the hearing of both parties, Anthony them. 
asked Hyrcanus, whom he Jook’d upon as 

the fitteft man for a character in the govern- 


ment. Hyrcanus reply’d, that for his own 
part, 


Anthony 
makes them 

ws of 
Jud 


Ir ey 
Phe der:- 
tes teditious 


and intolent. 
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part, he knew not any other comparable to 
the two brothers. Anthony was overjoy'd 
at this declaration, having been fo highly 
oolig'd to Antipatcr ot old, for a generous 
reception and cnterrainment upon his coming 
into Judea with Gabinius. So he pronounced 
them both tctrarchs of Judea, and committed 
the whole adminiftration to their conduct. 
Tue deputies difcoverd fuch difpleafurc 
and difgufe at this proceeding, that Anthony 
commited ftreen of the hundred to prifon; 
and they eleap’d narrowly with their lives 
tov. Thereit he treated coarfly, and fo lee 
them go. This did bue indame the mutt- 
neers at Jerufalem to a higher degree, fo that 
imtead ot a hundred, they fent now a thou- 
tand deputies to Anthony at Tyre; who_was 
at that time making ready co fall upon Jcru- 
tulem. Thev were fo clamorous, that the ma- 
gittrarces of Tyre were order’d to difperfe 
them; and in cafe of refistance, to put all to 
death that they took: Anthony giving them 
turther in charee to maintain the authority of 
the cetrarchs which he had fet up. Herod 
and Hvrcanus, being intorm’d ot this diforder, 
Went Cut to the deputics as they were walk- 
ing before the pert, and advis’d them civilly 
to have a care how they engag’d themfelves 
and their country, by fuch incemperances, in 
one commen ruin. ‘But the better they were 
us'd, the worfe they were: infomuch, that 
Anthony was tain to bring them to reafon by 
armed treops, whereby a great many of them 
were kil?d and wounded. Hyrcanus was 
pleas’d however to take care of the wounded, 
and to provide for the burying of the dead. 
Bur all this wrought nothing at all upon thote 
thet efcap’d; tor they ftill went on cmbroil- 
ing the city. and irritating Anthony, till they 
provok’d him to put all his prifoners to death. 








CH AP. NI. 
Lifaiias tees with Barzapharnes to depsfe Hyr- 
“cans, and fet up Antigens. The Carmelite 
Fes fom aitigenus; rout and purfue the etie~ 
ey to Gerufalen. Hyrcanus and Phafael force 
rhew ince the remple. A peace propofed by Auti- 





Sfrory cf the contrivance. Phafael cau- 
ticn’d to leck to hiinfelf. He charges Barza- 
pharnes to his face. Phafacl and Hyrcanus 
feiz'd ty tke Parthians. Pacorus’s plot upon 
Fired. Eherod fieals away, and withdraws to 
Aiaffada. Herod gets a great viGtory. He 
écffens his train, and advances to Petra. The 
Parthiais at Ferufalent ravage town and coun- 


try, Mariffa laid wafte,; Antigonus declar’d 
king. Pkafael and Hyrcanus deliver’d up to 


him in chains. Alntigonus bites off Hyrcanus’s 
ears. Phafael dafhes cut his cen brains. He- 
vcd order’d by Malichus to depart Arabia. He- 
ved ucbly treated Ly Creopatra. He paffes to 
Brandufium, and fo to Rone The generofity 


of dugufius and Anthony to Herod. Herod de= 
clar’d king of the Fews in the fenate. 
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BOUT two years after this, when Bar~ See Ant.b.14, 


zapharnes, a noble Parthian, held the go- 
vernment of Syria, with Pacorus the king’s 
fon ; Lyfanias the fucceflor of Prolemy, the 
fon of Minneus, ftruck up an agreement, and 
confirm’d it with articles, to deliver up to them 
a thoufand * talents, and five hundred women, 
upon the dethroning of Hyrcanus, and fettling 
Antigonus in his place. They {cll to work 
upon the project immediately; Pacorus took 
the way of the fea-coaft, and Barzapharnes 
Was to march over the Midland: Prolemais 
and Sidon open’d their gates to Pacorus, but 
the Tyrians abfolutely refus’d him entrance. 
He {ent before him a party of horfe into Ju- 
dea, under the command of Pacorus the king’s 
butler (an officer of his own name) with in- 
ftructions to hearken after the enemy’s coun- 
fels and motions; and to affift Antigonus upon 
occafion. 

Tue Jews of mount Carmel offer’d their 
fervice to Antigonus of their own accord, 
who order’d them forthwith to advance, and 
potiefs themfelves of that quarter of the coun- 
try they call Drymos. They brought it to a 
battle, and got the better of it; and when 
the enemy wus routed and difpers’d, their num- 
bers encreafing, they march’d direétly to Je- 
rutalem; where Hyrcanus and Phafael made 
avery brave refiftance, and atter a fharp di- 
{pute in the market-place, fore’?d them to re- 
tire into the temple. Hered, upon this, clapt 
a guard ol fixty men into the adjoining houfes ; 
buc the peeple jee fire to theni out of a mor- 
tal hatred they had for the two brothers. 
Thefe praétices traniported Herod to fuch a 
degree of indignation, that he fell upon the 
enemy, cutting off great numbers of them; 
and there pats’d not a day without bloodfhed 
and flaughter. The feaft of Pentccoft being 
now at hand, and the city crouding full from 
onc end of it to the other, up tothe very tem- 
ple itfelf, of people that came up to the fo~ 
Jemnity from all quarters, and moft of them 
with their arms, Phafacl took charge of the 
walls, and Herod, with a fmall party, of the. 
palace. The latter made fo unexpeéted a fal- 
ly into the fuburbs, that he kill’d feveral, and 
routed the whole multitude: fome fled into 
the city, others into the temple, and fome 
again fhelter’d themfelves behind the ramparts 

Wuewn things were brought to this pats, 
Antigonus propos’d a treaty of peace, and of- 
fer’d Pacorus (the king’s officer before men- 
tion’d) for an umpire. Phafael entertain’d the 
motion, and took the Parthian with five hun- 
dred horfe, into the city: his pretence was 
only the compofing of afedition, but the plain 
truth of his intention was the affifting of An- 
tigonus. This infinuating perfidious wretch 
prevail’d afterwards with Phafael to fend an 
embafly to Barzapharnes upon the fame fubjeét. 
This was intirely againft the approbation and 


yer er es : 


* A thoufand Syrian talents weighed fourteen thoufand two hundred fifty feven 


pounds nine ounces fifteen penny- 


weights, and their value in filver amounted to forty two thoufand feven hundred feventy three pounds eight fhillings 
and nine-pence, and in gold to fix hundred eighty four thoufand three hundred feventy five pounds Englifh money ; 


dat if Jevifh ones be here meant 
3 


the reader may fee their value computed, Antiq. 


Hiv. C. 24. P. 364. 
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Hcrodjealous opinion of Herod, who advis’d him to kill] Herod kept himfelf ftill upon his guard; for 
him, and caution’d him by-all means to haye a] he had been told by others, that his brother 
carc how he trufted him; for he was falfe, and! Phafacl was under durance - "befide thac Ma- 
it was but natural for a Barbarian fo to be.!riamne, the daughter of Hyrcanus and one of 
He was a traitor, he faid, and deferv’d to. be | the wifeft of women, bege’d of him upon an 
treated asone. Pocorus, for the better colour terms, not to ftir abroad, nor expe himfele 
af the bufincfs, went out with Hyrcanus, and | to the. manifeft defigns of thofe Barbarians 
fo with the reft of the company follow’d Pha- Herop was too wife and wary to be “pie 
facl, leaving with Herod fome of thofe cava- | pos’d upon barc-fac’d;, fo that Pacorus was put 
licrs that the Barbarians call’d freemen. to his thifts_ to contrive how he might trick 
Wuern they came to Galilec, they found | him out of his life fome other way. While 
the people divided, and in arms; but the go- | this was in agitation, Herod ftole away by Herod tips 
vernors of places howcver came out to meet | night, with fome of his neareft relations (and ae 0G 
Barzaphar- them. -Barzapharnes had the wit to cover the | when his enemies leaft thought on it) toward night. . 
nestalteand falfenefs of his heart with external civilities, | Idumea. The Parthians had no fooner noticeof 
pesictous. — Juchasfoft words and prefents; but fo.foon as | his departure, but they got up and follow’d 
they were parted, he had an ambufh in readi-| him. He fent his mother, brothcr, Mariam- 
nefs to farprize them on. their return. ‘They | ne (to whom he was contracted) and Mariam- 
were conducted to a place near the fea, call’d | ne’s younger brother before him; while he 
The whele Eedipon; and there they had the whole ftory | and his retinue retarded the purfuic of the 
Rory of the of the treachery, a thoufand talents promis’d, | Barbarians, and got the better of them in fe- 
wee” “ and five hundred women to be deliver’d up to | veral encounters, retiring at laft to the caftle ; 
the Parthians, and feveral of thcir own part | of Maflada. The Jews were harder upon him - we 
of the number; that the Parthians were always {in his flight .than the Parthians, (though ever Mailads, 
talfe, and they were told farther, that this | fo troublefome) and fell upon him about * fixty The Jews 


horrid perfidy had not been put off fo long, but | furlongs from Jerufalem, where th th’d it prefs him 
that they waited for Herod’s coming up to Je- J 7 1 cot the vidto. Batder than 


to a down-right battle. Herod got the viéto- the Parthi 
rufalem, for fear the plot fhould take air, and | ry with a flaughter of men, and for the eternal Hessdion 
be difappointed. And to fhew now that this | honour of the action, he erc€&ted a moft magni- rected in me- 
was more than talk, the ambufh was juft now | ficent palace upon the place, with a ftrong "ory of this 
at hand to feize them. caftle in it, which he call’d Herodion, after *“ti™ 
OpHeELtus was the: man to whom Sara- : 


his own name; A 
malla (a Syrian, and the richeft man of the | A crear many pcoplé came into him in his 
country) had communicated the minutes of the | retreat; and at $+ Threfla:in Idumea, his bro- 

Ophelius = whole adciign. "This Ophelius ufed a thoufand | ther Jofeph advifed him by. all means to Icflea 

aes fe importunitics to perfuade Phafacl to fhitt for | his train, whichhe took to be upward of nine 

co hinittle himfeli; but Phatacl’s re‘olution was, whate- | thoufand men, a number too large forthe caf- 
ver he fulter’d, not to abaadon Hyrcanus; fo 


l tle of Maflada to hoid. Herod took his coun- Herod leffens 
that he chote rather to lay it home to Barza- 


of him, 


















































fel, and difcharg’d all the unprofitable mouths his train. 
with a viaticum to Idumea, difpofing of his 






Phafacl pharnes, and to tcll him to his teeth what a 

charges Bar- mercenary periidious wretch he was. ‘ If | kindred, and the moft neceflary perfons fot his 

zapaernes tC ¢€ money be your bufinefs cave he) I can:give |fervice into the caftle, witha body of ight’ 
than Antigonus has | hundred men over and above for the guard of. 


his face. “ Se Ve . 
you more tor my life 

‘¢ promis’d you for the kingdom.” This put 

the Parthian upon aviolent denial of the whole 
matter, with exccrable oaths and impreca- 

tions; and fo he went his way to Pacorus, 

Wo fooner was he gone, but Phafacl and Hyr- 

acland canus were taken into cuftody bythe Parthians 
fired by the that ftay’d behind, according to their order, 
Pethiag. and had only the liberty lcft them of exclaim- 

ing againft fo horrid. a perjury and treafon. 

Tue Parthian, all thiswhile, had hisleffon 
given him, to try if he couid decoy Herod out 
of the town, and take him. This heatcempt 
ed,but Herod was fo well acquainted with the 
treacherous pra¢tices of thofe Barbarians, that 
he would not fo muchas ftir out of the walls. 
He made no doubt but Phafael had written 
him the whole ftory at length of the treachery, 

piel: and that the Parthians had intercepted thofe 
cipal: letters; but all that Pacorus could do, would 
coy Herod. not draw him out of his hold, though he was 
prefs’d with a pretence plaufible enough; which 
was, that he thould mect his letters upon the 
way; for he’d find no fuch thing in them as 


the women,and provilions {ufficient to hold out 

a fiege, if there fhould be occafion. This he 

did, and fo went forward to Petra, a city of Andadvances 

Arabia. He Ae, to Petra, 
Tue hearts of the Parthians at Jerufalem 

were altogether fet upon booty; breaking into The Parthi- 

the houfes of thofe that weré: gone, and rifling ans at Jerufa- 

the royal palace irfelf, but without fo much on coe 

as touching Hyrcanus’s treafure, which was coey, 

not above three: ** hundred talents. But they ° 

pofflefs’'d themfelves of other riches, though 

not fo much as they expeéted: For Herod had 

the providence, for fear of the léwd Barbari-_ 

ans, totake ont what was moft precious, and 

to tranf{port it long before to Tdumea, hiscom-= 

panions alfo takingthefame courfe. But after 

the Parthians had made themfelves mafters of 

the fpoil of the town,. they were not content 

with that ravage, but infefted the cotintries 

alfo with a bloody and. an implacable war. 

They laid wafte the city of Mariffa, and not Marifia laia 

only conftituted Antigonus king, but deliver’d ekaan 

up Phafael and Hyrcanus in chains into his deciar'a hing, 

imprifonment or treachery, norany thing more |hands. He tore off the ears of Hyrcanus with Phafael and 

than the common bufinefs of familiar letters. | his teeth, to render him by that maim inca flyrcanus ta 

EL himin anne 
= Sixty furlongs ancunice to feven Englifh miles and an half, and ninety Geometrical paces. i bie est Hye 
bee fone Jewtth elie Ga has been obferved before) weighed thirty four thoufand two hundred and S40us's cars. 

eighteen pounds and nine ounces; and their valuein filver amounted to one hundred two thoufand fix hundred fifty 

fix pounds and five fhillings, and in gold ro one million fix hundred‘ forty two thoufand and five hundred pounds 
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pable of the pontificate in cafe times fhould 
turn; for the holy office is not to be adminif- 
ter’d by any perfon maim’d or blemifh’d. 
Bur the cruelty of Antigonus was fruf- 
trated by the courage of Phalael, who with- 
out either the help of a fword, or his hands 
at liberty, dafh’d out his brains againft a 
ftone, thewing himfelf the true brother of 
Hered, and Hyrcanus adegenerate. He dy’d 
like aman ot honour, and his end was fuit- 
able to the glory of his lite. There goes yet 
another report of him, that he repented 


done juftice to the foftnefies of humanity and 
natural affection, he proceeded on his journey. 
The Arabian repented himfelf by this, of what 
he had done, and with all {peed fent after the 
perfon he had fo barbaroufly abus’d, to invite 
him back again, but was now too late; for he 
was gotten to Pelufium, where the officers 
made a difficulry of letting him pafs, till up- 
on application to the magiftrates he was left 
at liberty to go whether he pleas’d, out of the 
vencration they had for the tame and worth ot 
the man. He took his paffage for Alexandria, 
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after that violence upon himfelf, but that a 
phylician was fent him from Antigonus, who 
peifon’d the wound, and fo difpatch’d him : 
Bue whether the one or the other, we fhall not 


where he was recciv’d by Cleopatra, upon his Herod nobly 
entrance into the city, with all pompous for- receiv'd by 


malities of i a Cleopatra at 
sof honour and refpeét, in hope that he Mea 


Antizonus 








contend. ‘There patfes another ftory, that, be- 
fore he dy’d, he was told by 2 woman that 
Hered had made his efcape. “¢ Well! (fays 
‘‘ he) I thall now die in peace; for I fthall 
“ leave a triend behind me that will revenge 
“¢ my wrongs.” : 
Tuis was the end of Phafael, and it was 
now a great mortification to the Parthians, 
that Antigonus could not make good his pro- 
mife of the five hundred women to them: 


_ but the butinefs was made upat Jerufalem, and 


Hyrcanus tne bound into Parthia. Herod 
knew nothing as yet of the death of his bro- 
ther; but was fo fentible of che coyctous hu- 
mour of the Barbarians, that he concluded 
there was no redeeming of him but by a fum of 
money; and on that account he refoly’d upon 


might be prevail’d with to accept of the com- 
mand of an army, which fhe was then provid- 
ing for fome great defign. But Herod’s heart 
was fo fet upon his voyage for Rome, that 
neither the queen’s entreaties, the extreme 
cold of the feafon, nor the dangers of the feas, 
could divert him from it, Upon his putting to 
fea, he took hiscourfe by the way of Pamphy- 
lia, where there happen’d fo violent a tempeft 
that they were forced to cait the greateft part 
of their goods over-board to fave the veffel : 
But with great difficulty at laft he got fafe to 
Rhodes, atthat time terribly harra{s’d by rea- 
fon of a war with Caffius. “He was there re- 
ceiv’d by two of his friends, Prolemy and Sa~ 
phinias,; and, notwithftanding his prefent want 
of money, he made a fhift to provide himfelf 
a ftoutveffel, that carry’d him and his friends 


Herod paffes 


a journey into Arabia, in hope ot fupplying | to Brundufium, and fo to Rome. ‘The per- to Brundu- 
himfelf from the king upon that occatfion, | fon there to whom he made his firft applica- feu ee fo 
eicker as a bounty upon the {core of an old} tion, was Anthony upon the feore of an an- a 7 


tricndfhip betwixe the Arabian and Antipater, 
eras a loan upon the pawn of his nephew the 
fen of Phafael, a youth of feven years of age, 
whom he had at that time with him for his fe- 
curiry. The fum he propofed to give, was 
three * hundred talents, the Tyrians jeining 
with him in the requeft, 

Ber his generous intentions were moft un- 
happily prevented by this fatality in the death 
of Phafacl; fo that Herod could do him no 
good, over and above that he durft not truft 
Eimfelf among the Arabians. For Malichus, 


tient kindnefs and acquaintance betwixt him 
and Antipater : and to him he recounted the ad- 
ventures and misfortunes both of himfelf and 
his family, with the ftory of his friendsand re- 
lations that were at prefent fhut up and be- 
fieg’d inthe caftle of Maffada, and how he 
had made a winter voyage ot it, to pay his 
duty to hins, and to implore his aid. 
AwtTHony was fo affe€tionately mov’d with 
a generous compaffion for Herod’s diftrefs, and 
an honourable deference to the memory of An-~ 
tipater, together with a virtuous fenfe of what 


Hered cr their king, ordered him to depart immediate- | was due to the character of fo excellent a per- 
Gerd by ly out of his territories; pretending that the fon, that he refolved in the very inftant to 
Malichus to Parthians had demanded, by their embaffa- | make Herod now king of the Jews, as he had 
bo dors, that Herod might be driven outof Ara- | declar’d him tetrarch before; and this not only 


bia; but the truce reafon was his ingratitude to 
Antipater, and the narrownefs of his foul, that 
he would not fhew any refpeét to the fons 
(being then in diftrefs) for the obligations he 
had tothe father. He had, in fine, impudent 
advifers about him, without cither faith or 
honour; and thefe were the perfons that were 


out of a refpeét to Herod, but the averfion he 
bare to Antigonus had likewife fome part in 
the refolution, looking upon him as a man 


of a turbulent and feditious temper, and an - 


enemy to the Romans. And now after all 
thefe gentle difpotitions of Anthony in Herod’s 
favour, Auguftus was 


\ s yet rather the forwarder yy, penero- 
friend of the two; for he was never well and fity of Au- 
cafy but when he was talking of Antipater’s guftus and 


meftin credit with him. 
Wauew Herod came to find the Arabians to 


be his enemies, and for thofe very reafons 
that he thought would have made them his 
friends, he difpatch’d the meflengers back a- 
gain, with fuch aa anfwer as he was prompted 
to by the paffion of a troubled mind, and fo 
march’d toward Egypt. He came in the even- 
ing to a certain tempke, where he had left fe- 
veral of his company in his paflage. He got 
next day to Rinocolura; and that was the 
place where he receiv’d the firft news of his 
brother’s death. This furprize undoubtedly 
tranfported him; but fo foon as ever the firft 
heat of his paffion was over, and that he had 


fervices in Egypt, and what Antipater and Anthony to 


Cefar had fuffer’d together there ; the honour 
and hofpitaliry of the converfation, befide 
the worthincefs of Herod’s mind and courage. 
Upon this, there was a fenate call’d, where 
Meffala, and after him, Atratinus (Herod him- 
felf prefcnt) entlarg’d upon the merits of Anti- 
pater, and his-fidelity to the people of Rome; 
expofing Antigonus at the fame time for a 
publick cnemy ; not only for falling off fo 
foon, but for recciving a crown from the hands 
of the Parthians, in contemptof the Romans. 
The fenate was fo poflefs’d with thefe ha- 
rangues 


Hered. 
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rangues, that they gave their voices unani- 
moufly for Herod to beking of the Jews,efpeci- 
ally Anthony declaring himfelf that it would 
be for the advantage of the war with the Par- 
thians to have it fo. Upon the rifing of the 
fenate, Anthony and Cefar went out with He- 
rod betwixt them the confuls, and other ma- 
giftrates'going before, to give order for the 
killing of facrifices, and the depoliting of this 
decree of the fenate in the capitol. Herod, 
on the firft day of his reign, fupp’d with An- 
thony. 








CHAP. XII. 

Antigonus befieges Maffada ; and Jofiph, Heroa’s 
brother, defends it. Ventidius and Silo join 
with Herod againft Antigonus. Hlerod takes 
Foppa, and relieves Afaffada and fo advances 
to fFerufalem, aud begirts the city. The be- 
fiegers ave vepuls’d. Lhe craft and corruption 
of Silo. A defperate mutiny, but quieted by 
Herod, who poffelfes him(elf of Sepphoris, takes 
Fericho, and rifles it. The hiflory of his war 
with the vobbers. He goes back to Samaria, 
and Ptolenzy commandsin his place. Adacheras 
commits a barbarous maffacre upon the Fews. 
Anthony befieges Samofata, and Antiochus de- 
divers up the place. 


NTIGONUS wasat this time before 

\ Maffada, where, tho’ they had plenty of 
every thing elfe, they wanted water to cx- 
tremity, infomuch that Jofeph, the brother 
of Herod, underftanding that Malichus the 
king of Arabia had repented of the injuries he 
had multiply’d upon Herod, enter’d into a 
refolution to fteal out of the caftle by night, 
with two hundred of his familiar friends, and 
to betake himfelf to the Arabians for fuccour. 
And he had certainly put his defign in execu- 
tion, and left the caftle, if, upon the precife 


point of time, when he was juft about tomake | 8 


the fally, there had not fallen fo plentiful a 
fhower of zain, that their pits, cifterns, and 
other vefiels, were all rcplenifh’d with it; fo 
that there was now nonecd of ftirring. After 
this relief, the garifon made frequent fallies; 
and betwixt furprizes and openforce, did con- 
fiderable execution upon the enemy; not but 
that they had the fortune to be fometimes 
worfted themfelves. 

Wuritse this paft, Ventidius, one of the Ro- 
man generals, being fent to drive the Parthi- 
ans ont of Syria, enter’d Judea, under colour 
of a defign to relieve Maflada, but in effect to 
make a feizure of Antigonus’s treafure. Now 
when he had advanced almoft as far as Jerufa- 
lem, and enrich’d himfelf with plunder, he 
went offagain with the greateft parr of the 
‘army, but left Silo with a fmall body behind 
him, for the better countenance of the cheat ; 
for if he had quite clear’d the-country, it 
would have been faid that he came only to 
fatisty his own private avaritious ends. Anti- 
gonus, however, made fair with Silo, having 
fome hope yct that he might again engage the 
Parthians to his intereft; and fo long as there 
was hope,he thought the people would be quiet. 

Hexop, being now tranfported out of Italy 
to Prolemais, having raifed a confiderable ar- 
‘ my, both of his own nation and ftrangers, 
pofted away throughGalilee towardAntigonus, 
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with the affiftance of Ventidias and Silo, who Ventidius 
were prevail’d upon by the folicitation of Del- 24 Sile join, 
lius, at the inftance of Anthony, to help He- ee 
rod into the poffeffion of his kingdom: But ee 
Ventidius was taken up with compofing the. 

broils that the Parthians had rais’d in the ci- 

ties, and Silo was already corrupted by An- 

tigonus in Judea. But Herod wanted no 

men, for they came in to him every day all 

the way he march’d; and the Galleans, all 

but a very few, went along with him entire. 

The firft, and the moft neceifary thing he had 

in his thought, was the raifing of the fiege of 

Mafiada, to fet his friends and his kindred at 

liberty: But Joppa was a block in his way, 

and the firft obftacle to be remov’d; for there 

was no meddling with Jerufalem with that 

enemy at their backs. Silo took this occafion Silo defers. 
to withdraw; and the Jews of Antigonus’s 

party purfuing him, Herod, with a handful of 

men, tought and defeated them, and brought 

off Silo fate, after a faint and a weak refiftance: 

Jorpa being now taken, Herod hatten’d Herod takes 
away to fer Maflada free, the country very Joppa, and | 
frankly joining with him; fome for his fa- a eee 
ther’s fake, fome for his own, others in grati- La ae 
tude for the obligations they had to both; 
but the greater part of them for the hope of 
honour and reward. He was by this time 
mafter of a confiderable army; but Antigo- 
nus did what he could, however, to obftruct his 
paflage, by planting ambufhcs in his way, tho’ Antigonus 
with little or no damage to the adverfe parry, lays ambufh- 
Herod, in fine, found no great difficulty in os for Herod. 
raifing the ficge, andin withdrawing his triends ace G 
and his goods out of the caftle. He advanced Heérod ad- 
from thence to Jerufalem, where divers of Si- vances to Jé+ 
lo’s men and of the inhabitants came over to Them. 
him, out of an awe they had for his power. 

He pitch’d his camp upon the wett-fide of 
the town, whence the enemy gall’d him with 
fhowers of darts and arrows, andthe defen- 
dants made feveral {trong fallics upon his van- 
uard. The firft thing Herod did, was the ferod be- 
publishing of a proclamation quite round the girts the city, 
walls of the city by a herald in form, fetting 24 offers an’ 
forth that he had no other defign in this expe— Univers am 
dition than the common good of the people, ee 
and the fafety of the city, with the offer oft an, 
univerfal act of oblivion to all his encmies, of 
what degree foever, without exception. An- 
tigonus’s party, on the other hand, did all they 
could, with noife and clamour, to keep the. 
people cither from hearing the conditions of 
the declaration, or from being mov’d, with the 
reafon of it: and fo he commanded .his men 
to fall on; whereupon the befiegers were Thebefiegers 
beaten off with fhot from the towers, and repuls’d. 
fore’d to a retreat. 

Tue corruption of Silo was now as clear aS The craft 
the fun, by the clamours of the foldiers, that and corrup- 
he had tamper’d and fuborn’d to put all into a tion of Silo. 
flame. “ They were undone, (they cry’d) 
“ for want of neceflaries: They had neither 
“¢ meat nor money; and as Antigonus had or- 
“ der’d it, the skirts ofthe city were all eaten 
“ up, andthey were ruin’d for want of con- 
“¢ yenient winter-qnarters.”? Atthis rate were 
the people animated to a revolt, and Silo 
would have gone off for company. This was 
fo dangerous a praétice, that Herod was glad 
to apply himfelf not only to Silo’s officers, 
but to the common foldiery alfo, to prevent 2 
lworfe mifchief- 





He ftirs up’ 
the people to 
a revolt. 
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‘© Ferrow foldicrs (fays he) you know ve~ 
ry well, that I have the commiifion ot Ce- 
“ far, Anthony, and the fenate, for what I 
© do: Do but ttay by me one day longer, and 
all your wants thall be fupply’d.”” Upon 
this affurance, he went away himielf to give 
orders for provilion, and forthwith fent chem 
to predigious a quantity, that Silo’s mouth 
was ttopt, and no reom lett tor any further 
complaint: And to fecure them likewife for 
the fucure, he wrote to Samaria (which was 
then under his protection) to fend him all 
manner of provilions to Jericho : as corn, wine, 
oil, catths, &co. When Antigonus heard this, he 
pretently difpatch’d his treops abroad, and laid 
ambuthes tointercept the convoys. They fol- 
low ’d their orders, andthere was now a great 
army gotten together near Jericho, and parties 
up and down the mountains to obftruct any 
relich, 
Hexsop was not idle all this while, but 
with ten companics, five of which were Ro- 
man, and five Jewith, amongit whom were 
three hundred mercenaries, and a imall body 
cthorte, advanced to Jericho, where he found 
the city abandon’d, not afoul leftin it, and on- 
ly Ave handred of the inhabitants, with their 
wives and tamilics, fed to the mountains. 
Thefe he cook, and fo difmifs’d them. The 
town had a werld of rich pillage in ir, which 
ex the Romans ried and carry’d away: And He- 

tod, leavisg a garifon in the place, went his 

way back again. The Roman troops had their 

winter-quarters alfign’d them in the cities that 

came overto Herod; as Idumea, Galilee, and 
Samaria. <Antigonus alto, upon Silo’s ac- 
count, whom he had brib’d, had parr of his 
armv quater’d in Lvdda, to itand fair with 
Anthony. The Romans were now eafy and 
quict, and ina full enjoyment of peace and 
plenty. But Herod could not yet be at rett; 
ter he fent his brother Jofeph, with four hun- 
dred horfe and two thoufand foor, to fortify 
Tfumea, tor fear Antigonus fhould enter upon 
practice; while he went himfelf,with 
smother and thereft of his kindred,to Sama- 
whom he had reteu’d at Matlada. After 
the fecuring of his triends, he advanc’d into 
lilee, to reduce certain garifons that Antigo- 
as pofiefs’d of inthat province. He came 
Sepphoris in a deep fnow, and took the 
w.chout any difficulty, for the garifon 
di: before it was invefted. When he 
ttaic there a while, and refrefh’d his men 
‘ra winter’s fatigue, (as there was great 
plenty of provifions) he turn’d his arms againft 
the tree-booters, who fhelter’d themfelves in 
caves, and by fallics and incurfions made a 
worfe ravage in the country than a regular war. 
He fent away three companies of foot, and a 
wing of horfe before him, to Arbela, and fol-~ 
low’d them himfelf forty days after with the 
reft or his army. Thefe robbers were not at 
all daunted with this incurfion ; but, on the 
contrary, advanc’d againft them in a body, in 
the confidence they had of the conduét and 
courage of their leader. When the armics 
came afterward to an engagement, the thieves 
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right wing put Herod's Icft wing to an abfo- 
lute rout; but Herod wheeling immediately 
upon them with his right, did not only put a 
flop to the flight of his own men, but brought 
them on again with fuch a fury, that the rob- 
bers were not able to ftand before him. He had 
the chace of them as far as the Jordan; a 
great many of them were cut off in the purfuit, 
and the reft got over the river. Galilee was 
now deliver’d trom this peft, faying only fome 
ttragglers that kept {till in their faftnefles,which 
was the occafion of Herod’s ftaying a little lon- 
in the country. 

Herop, after this exploit, as the firft fruits 
of his foldiers fervices, gave the common fol- 
diers a hundred * and fifty drachma’s a man, 
and to their officers fo much more in pro-= 
portion, and then difmifs’d them into their 
Winter-quarters. He gaye it in charge to his 
youngeft brother Pheroras to take care for 
Provilions, and likewife to run up a wall abour 
the caftleof Alexandrion, which was all done 
accordingly. 

ANTHONY was now at Athens, and Venti- 
dius fentto Silo and Herod, to join him inthe 
war againftthe Parthians; but writing to them 
in the firtt place, to fettle the affairs of Judea. 

Herod was well enough content to fend Silo 

to Ventidius, while he himfelf advanc’dagaintt prorog ar. 
the thieves again to ferret them out of their tacks the 
dens. Now thefe dens or caverns were in the thieves in 
craggs of the rocks, hardly acceflable on any Peewee 
fide, but by narrow turns and windings, and a oP hee cise 
direét precipice from top to bottom, The and hiding- 
place was fo iteep and difficult, that it coft the places. 
king fome time before he could refolve what 

to do; but he bethought himfelf at laft of an 
expcriment, bold and defperate cnough. 

There were ftrong chefts, with foldiersin them, 

Jet down with ropes from the top of the moun- 

tain to the mouth of the entrance into the 

cave. Thefe foldiers deitroy’d the theives in 

their holes,fome with their arms,and others that 

refifted, with fre. WhenHcrod hada mind to 

fave any of them, a cryer fummon’d them to 

come to him: But upon the main, there was 

not one man that render’d himfelf upon his 

own accord; and for thofe that were forced to 

it, a great many of them prefer’d death to 
captivity. 

‘THERE was one very remarkable paflage: an py. wonder- 
old man, the father of feven fons, the mo- fi] refolution 
ther and the children lay begging of him on- ofanoldman 
ly for leave to get out, and render themfelves 
to the enemy. ‘This old man commanded them 
to come out one after another, and ftill as any 
of them appear’d, he put them to death. This 
fpeétacle ftrack Herod to the heart, who faw 
it from a place of profpeét near at hand, and 
befought the poor man, with figns, and words 
at length, to {pare his children: But no words 
or actions of tendernefs had the leaft power to 
work upon him. The man went forward in 
his refolution, kill’d the children firft, and 
then the mother, cafting their dead bodies 
down the rock, and laft of all himfelf; re- 
proaching Herod for a man of an abjcét, mean 
{piric. 


* According to Calmet’s tables, a drachma weighed two pennyweights fix grains and three fourths; and its value 
outed to fix pence three farthings and three eighths; one hundred and fifty filver drachma’s therefore 
to four pounds fivefhillings and fix pence half penny; but this being the loweft valuation put upon it, 
zuthors valuing irat {even pence three farthings of our money, one hundredand fifty muft amount to four 
n fhillings and ten pence halfpenny. This calculation is made from the beft authors ; and tho’ it does 


> 
not exactiy agree with our nore atthe bottom of pag. 369. the variation is fo fmall, we hope our candid reader will 


pardon it- 
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_cheras made fair however with Antigonns, and 


| the WARS 


Wuen Herod hunted the thieves out of 
their dens, he left only fuch a force behind 
him, as he chougtic fufficient to keep the 
peace. Ptolemy had the command of it; and 
10 he return’d to Samaria; miatching againft 
Antigonus with three thoufand foot arm’d 
with bucklers, and fix hundred horfe. The 
troublers of Galilee made advantage of He- 
rod’s abfence, and’ fell upon Ptolemy by fir- 
prize, and kill’d him: they laid the country 
wafte alfo, andthen ficd to bogs and defiles for 
their retreat. Herod had no fooner notice of 
this diforder, but he was in with them immedi- 
ately, and cut off great numbers of their peo- 
ple; {et all the caftles at liberty that they had’ 
as good as block’d up,'and fin’d the cities a 
hundred * talents for the riot. 

Tne Parthians being now beaten, and Pa- 
corus kill’d, Ventidius, by the order of An- 
thony, difpatch’d Macheras to Herod with a 
thoufand horfe, and two legions, againft Anti- 
gonus; who fent Macheras a complaining let- 
ter of the indignities Herod had put upon 
him, with the offer of a confiderable fum of 
moncy to enter into his intereft: but Macheras 
ftood off; partly for their fakes to whom he 
Was recommended, and partly becaufe Herod 
was the franker bidder of the two. But Ma- 






































put on the countenance of a friendly difpoti- 
tion to difcourfe the matter with him: but his 
bufincfs, in truth, was only to found him, and 
yearn the ftate of his affairs, which was 2 me- 
thod abfolutely againft the opinion and advice 
of Herod. Now Antigonus, fufpecting his in- 
tention, did not only refufe him entrance up- 
on his approach to the city; but kept him off 
from the walls with darts and arrows, as an 
actual enemy. Macheras was fo afham’d of 
him{elf upon this difappointment, that he re- 
turned to Herod at . Ammaus; and in a rage 
put all the Jews to death that he could meet 
with, whether friends or foes, and the Hero- 
dians as well as the reft: neither did the fa- 
vourers of Antigorius ¢fcape any better than 
their neighbours. 

Herop was fo tranfpoited at this bloody 
outrage, that he was ofice thinking to take 
open revenge upon Machetag, as an Open ene- 
my: but apon fecond thoughts he check’d 
himfelf, and chofe’ rather to carry thé canfe 
immediately to Anthony. Macheras was fo 
confcious to himfelf of what he had done, 
that fo foon as ever Herod was gone, he poft- 
ed, in that inftant, after him, and, overtaking 
him upon the way, after a thoufand fubmifli- 
ons, proteftations, and other humble importu- 
nitics, with much ado he made his peace. But 
this did not divert Herod yet from going to 
Anthony: fo he went forward; arid hearing 
upon the way, that Anthony was at that time 
with a great army before Samofata, (a ftrong 
place upon the Euphrates) he made the more 
hafte to be up with him time enough to give 
fome fignal proofs of his faith and courage, 
and at the fame time to ingratiace himfelf with 
Anthony. The arrival of Hetod put a quick 


fell to his fhare. 


of the JEWS. 


end to the fiege: he deftroy’d a multitude of 
the Barbarians, and a great part of the booty 
t are. Anthony; who had always en= 
tertain’da mighty value forHerod,had a greater 
efteem for Him upon this occafion yet than ever 5 
which contributed exceedingly to his honour, 
and to the hopes he had of eftablithing himfelt’ 
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in the kingdom. Antiochus, in fine, was torc’d Antiochus 


to deliver up Samofata. 








CHAP. XIII. 

Fofeph commands in Herod’s abfence.  Fofeph, 
Herod's brother, kill’d in a skirmifo. _Antigo= 
aus infults upon the body, and cuts off bis head. 
Strazge chauges upon his fucceffes.  Sofius made 
general of Syria. A fore-boding dream of Hle~ 
rod’s. Thrie wonderful deliverances. Ferufa- 

. dent befieg’d, and taken by affault; and Herod 
compounds for the pillage. Pappus’s head cut 
off iz vevenge of Fofeph. A mean charadter of 
Antigonus. Fle is feat in chains to Anthony, 
and lofes his bead. Cleopatra covetous and ilj- 


natura. 

W HILE thefe things pafs’d, Herod’s af- 
fairs met with bad fuccefs in Judca; 

which he left in: his abfence, under the abfo- 
lute cornmand of his brother Jofeph; upon this 
exprefs condition, not to attempt any thing 
againft Antigonus before his return: his reafon 
was, that he had a ftrong jcalouly of Mache~ 
ras, upon an old account, and durft not lay 
any ftrefs upon his honefty. But Jofeph, when 
his brother was at a diftance, forgot that ar~ 
ticle, and march’d towards Jericho with five 
companies that Macheras had provided him, 
to carry off the corn that was then ripe upon 
the ground, The enemy fell upon him from 
the mountain, and, betwixt the advantages of 
the place, and the occafion, gave him an ut+ 
ter deteat; cutting all the Romans to pieces, 
and the general himfelf, who lett behind him 
the character of a great and valiant man3. thefe 
being only new-rais’d troops, levy’d in Syria, 
and no veterans atnong them, to fupply the 
want of skill and experience in thcir fellows, 
Bur fuch at laft was the brutality of Anti-+ 
gonus, that the victory would not ferve. his’ 
turn, without unmanly infolencies upon the 
dead ; infulcing over the body of Jofeph him- 
felf, with affronts and blows, and then ftrik- 
ing off his head ; tho’ his brother Pheroras, to 
prevent that laf indignity, offer’d fifty talents 
ranfom for his body.+ Things were fo al- 
ter’d in Galilee upon the fuccefs of Antigo+ 
nus, that they took the Herodians of the firft 
quality, and plung’d them into the lake. There 
was a great change in Idumea too; where Ma~ 
cheras repair’d the walls of the caftle of Gath: 
Herod knew nothing of thefe matters all this 
while ; for, upon the taking of Samofata, An« 
thony made Sofits governor of Syria; with a 
charge to affift Herod againft Antigonus, and 
fo he departed into Egypt. Sofius, upon this, 
fent away two companies into Judea to join 


* An hundred Jewifh talents wei 


filver amounted to thirty four thou 1 
forty feven thoufand five hundred pounds Englifh money. 


+ Fifty Jewifh talents wei 
value in filver amounted to 
hundred féventy three thou 
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hed five thoufand feven hundred three poun ur i 
ep ecoreen thoufand one hundred nine pounds feven fhillings fixpence, and in gold to two 


fand feven hundied fifty pounds Englifh money. 
7B 


hed ele thoufand four hundred fix potinds three ounces, and their value in 
End ene hurded igieed pourds fifteen fillings, and in gold to five hundred. 
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join Hered, and he himtelf tollow’d toon at- 
‘ter with che reft of the army. 
Wurre Hered was at Daphne, (the fub- 
arbs of Antioch) he had a manifetl prefage of 
“- the death of his brother, in a dream. He leape 
* out of his bed upon’t, and the meilengers that 
brought the news, came into his chamber at 
that very inftant. The furprize dtruck him at 
firit; but when his forrow had vented icfelf a 
little, he difpatch’d away with all pofhible 
{peed, to find out the enemy. Coming to Li- 
banus, he took cight hundred inhabitants of 
the place, and one Roman cohort to his affif- 
tance. With this body he enter’d Galilee be- 
tore dav, charg’d the enemy, and beat them 
back into the cattle whence they came. He 
fat down before it, and ailaulted it day af- 


ter day; but betore he could make himfelf 


mafter of it, the winter came on fo fait, that 

¢ was fain to draw off his army into the 
next village. Anthony, fome few days after 
this, fent him an enforcement of another com- 
pany; which put the garrifon into fuch an ap- 
prehention, that they fecretly abandon’d the 
cattle by night. 

Herov’s next remove was in all hafte to 
Jericho, to take his revenge for the death of 
his brother; where he was preferv’d by a pro- 
vidence fo wondertul, that tr fell little fhorr 
et a miracle; but God in his goodnefs had 
him under his particular care. Herod had had 
at jupper with him, that night, fevcral perfons 
or the firft quality, and fo foon as the enter- 
tainment was over, the houfe clear’d, and the 
company gone, the reof of the cating-room 
fell dat down to the ground. He took this 
remarkable efcape for io aufpicious a prefage, 
3 With a refpeét co the war he was engag’d in, 

, thar he decamped next morning early. The 
enemy, in a body of about {ix thoufand, came 
down the mountains, and had a skirmifh with 
his van-guard; but they did not much prefs 
to any action with the Romans, only they 
atfaulted them with darts and itones at a dif- 
tance, and Hered himfelf, as he pafs’d by, 
recciv’d a wound in his fide. 

Awnriconus, valuing himfelf upon being 
thought Herod’s fuperior, both for number 
and courage, fent Pappus, a familiar friend of 
his, with a bedy of men into Samaria, to try 
an encounter with Macheras. Herod, in the 
mean time, took five towns, and ravaged the 
enemy’s country, deftroy’d two thoufand of 
the inhabitants, lay’d their houfes in afhes, 
ard fo return’d to the army not far from a vil- 
lage call’d Cana. There came to him every 
Gay great numbers of Jews: fome from Jeri- 
cho, fome trom other places; fome out of 
ipite to Antigonus, and fome again in refpeét 
to Hered: nav, fome there were fo fenfelefs, 
chat thev lov’d change purely for change fake. 
Now the thing that Herod’s heart was moft 
fet upon, was to pufh it to a battle; and Pap- 
pus, with his men on the other hand, was as 
ready to try the event: fo that his troops, 
without any dread, cither of force or numbers, 
march’d ficreely up to the combat. When they 
came to charge, Pappus’s men, upon the main, 
made a tolerable reliftance; but wherever He- 
red came, he was fo tranfported with the fpi- 
rit of revenge for his brother’s death, that his 
encmics fled beiore him. It was his method, 
wherever he faw them in a bedy, to break 


‘urd them into a diforder, and by that means. he 


put thein all to flight. 
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Book I, 

Tuer was a terrible flaughtcr: fome bea- 
ten back into the place whence they came, 
and fome running one way dome another; He- 
rod ftill prefling and purfuing them, till at Lat 
he fell furioufly in with them into the town. 
The houfes were prefently crouded with fugi- 
tives, and the very roofs cover’d with them. 
But thofe were cafily deftroy’d; and then, up- 
on beating down the buildings, fevcral pe~ 
rifh’d under the ruins, and others by the {word ; 
and they that efcap’d the one, were deftroy’d 
by the other. The ftreets, in fine, were fo 
block’d up with piles of carcaffes, that the 
conquerors found fome difficulty to march over 
the dead bodies. The fpeétacle was fo fright- 
ful, that the people were not able to ftand the 
very fight of it. In the flufh of this fuccefs, 
Herod had certainly march’d direétly to Jeru- 
falem, if the extream rigour of the feafon had 
not made the ways impaffable. This was the 
only thing that hinder’d the perfeéting of his 
victory, and the irreparable ruin of Antigo- 
nus; who was now difpofing of himiclf to 
quit the city. 

Hexop, in the cvening, having difcharg’d 
his triends to refrefh themfelves after the ta- 
tigue of the day, went to bathe himfelf, as is 
uiual in fuch cafes, being hot and fweaty, with 
only one fervantto attendhim. Ashe was-in 
his way to the bath, one of Antigonus’s foldi-~ 
ers met him with a {word drawn; and after 
him another, and another, and ftill more. Now 
thefe were men that fled thither with their 
arms, out of the battle, for fanétuary. Upon 
the fight of the king, they fell into fuch a 
dread and trembling, that they minded no- 
thing but the faving of themfelves, and fo 
pafs’d by him. It fo happen’d, that no body 
being at hand to feize them, they all got off; 
and, as providence would have it, Herod ecf- 
cap’d untouch’d. On the day following, he or- 
der’d the head of Pappus (Antigonus’s gene- 
ral) to be ftruck off, and fent it to his brother et eral 
Pheroras, in revenge for the blood of Jofeph; f57 Jolephe 
for it was Pappus that kill’d him. 

Wuen the winter was well over, Herod Herod lays 
advane’d to Jerufalem, drew his men to the fiege to Jeru 
walls, and, for the advantage of the attack, @™ 
encamp’d before the temple; being the quar-~ 
ter from whence Ptolemy took it formerly. 

This was the third year after Herod’s bein 
declared king at Rome. He affign’d all his 
troops their offices and ftations, and every man 
his poft in the fuburbs; he order’d the cafting 
up of three ramparts, and the building of cur- 
rets over them: and, when he had given thefe 
commiifions in charge, to his friends and offi- 
cers that he could beft confide in, he went 
himfelf to Samaria, to confummiate a mariage 
with Mariamne, (the daughter of Ariftobulus 
the fon of Alexander) to whom he had been 
contraéted fome time before: fo that the fiege 
and the match went on together, in contempt 
of his enemics; as who fhould fay, I have 
time cnough for both. 

Uvow his marriage, he came back to Jeru- 
falem, with feveral additional troops, betides 
a ftrong body of horfe and foot, under Sotius 
the Roman general, who.was {ent to join him: 
the greater part of them took their march by 
the way of the midland, and he himfelf by 
Phenicia. The whole army, upon the mutter, 
amounted to eleven legions, and fix thoufand 
horfe 5 betides a ftrong enforcement of Syrian 
auxiliaries. They order’d the aflaule upon the 
north 


A providen- 
tial delive- 
rance. 


Pappus’s 





Book I. 


Jerufalem 
taken by af- 
faule. - 


Antigonus a 
mean pitiful 
Wietch, 


north fide. Herod founded his right upon the 
decree of the fenate that made him king ; and 
Sofius pleaded the commiffion of Anthony, for 
the affiftance of Herod with the troops under 
his command. ; 

‘Tue Jews within the city were now in a 
very great confufion and diftrefs; the meaner 
fort of them gathering together about the tem- 
pie, and pafling their jadgments upon the times, 
in a kind of an enthufiaitical way of fore-bod- 
ing calamitics to come. ‘Vhe bolder part of 
this rabble pafied up and down, and pillaged 
whatever they could come at; efpecially near 
the town, where they left no neceflaries, nei- 
ther for horic,nor man. ‘The foldiery, all this 
while, omitted nothing for the defence of the 
place. ‘Thcy kept the befiegers off from their 
walls, and fill oppofed onc inftrument and one 
ftratagem to another: but their greateft excel- 
dency jay in mining, and breaking in upon the 
enemy hefore they were aware. The king, on 
the other hand, took care to provide againft 
the excurfions of the robbers, and for a {fupply 
of provifions, by convoys and tranfportations 
trom abroad, to anfwer thc neceffities of the 
people. The Jews mutt be allow’d to have 
been bold and daring in battle, even to the 
higheft degree: but yet, when it came to mi- 
litary skill and addrefs, they were conftantly 
outdone by the Romans ; ftill maintaining the 
difpute, however, tho’ they were in a manner 
fure to die for’t. And in cafe of any furprizing 
attempt of the enemy from their trenches, by 
fally, or attack, they found fome way or other 
in an inftant, to make all good: and, in one 
word, they fpar’d for neither art nor labour, 
in the refolution they had taken to defend it 
to the laft. But, after a five months defence 
againft fo vaft anarmy, a {eleét party of He- 
rod’s men were fo hardy at laft as to mount 
the wall, with fome of Sofius’s centurions to 
fecond- them; and fo they brake inte the city. 
The firft thing they did, after their entrance, 
was to poft themfelves round the temple, and 
as near it as they could get; while the army 
difpers’d itfelf, and carry’d death and defola- 
tion along with it, in the moft hideous forms, 
wherever it mov’d.. The Romans were outra~ 
geous, in revenge for the hardfhips they had 
endur’d in the fiege, and the cruelty of the 
Herodian Jews was an inplacable fpite, for fear 
any of their adverfaries fhould efcape. ‘The 
narrow paflages, and the houfes, were all fill’d, 
and pefter’d with heaps of dead bodies. ‘They 
{par’d neither age nor fex, and the temple it~ 
felf was no longer a fanétuary. Nay, tho’ the 
king himfelf commanded them every where 
upon their allegiance to hold their hands, they 
neverthelefs executed their revenge with a 
moft mercilefs and inhuman fury. 


AnTiconus, in this hurry and confufion,: 


was fo mean and heartlefs, that, without any 


regard to his quality, or to his paft or prefent’ 


fortune, he came down from Baris, and caft 
himfelf ac the fect of Sofius; who, without 
any fort of pity for his calamity, received him 
with this taunt, that his name fhould be no 
longer Antigonus, but Antigona. But tho’ he 
behav’d himfelf like 2 woman, he was not 
us’d like one; for he was laid in chains, and 
kept a prifoner. Herod’s cnemies were now 
at his mercy, but his friends were yet fo trou- 
blefome, that he had much ado to keep his 
auxiliaries and ftrangers quiet; for the multi- 


z 
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tude prefs’d fo violently into the temple, out 
of a rude curiofity to fee the holy turniture 
and confecrated vefiels, that Herod had enough 
to do, by fair means and foul, as menaces, en» 
treaties, nay, and fometimes with blows,‘ to 
keep them in order: accounting upon it, that 
his viétory would be worfe than a defeat, if 
he fhould fuffer thofe facred Privacies to be 
¢xpos’d to common eyes, which the law had 
kept in reférve. 

Hex proceeded then to the regulation of the 
foldiery, in the matter of pillage ; telling So. 
fins, that, at that rate of leaving neither men 
nor money, the Romans would render him a 
king of a defart, rather than of a city and 
people ; and that, to gain the whole world, he 
would not be a governor upon thofe terms. 
Sofius made this reply, that he thought the 
foldiers, after what they had done and fuf- 
fer’d, might be allowed fome fort of right to 


we 


the advantage of the booty. You {peak rea- Herod cori 


fon, fays Herod; 


take my word and honour pounds tor 


for it, that I will fee juftice done to every man the booty. 


of them out of my own fortune. By this way 
of proceeding, Herod preferv’d the remain- 
der of his country, and afterward made good 
his promife to the army: for there was not a 
common foidier that had not his donative, 
and the officers were all rewarded in propor- 
tion, even to Sofius himfelf; and to fuch a de- 
gree, that every perfon was abundantly fatis- 


ty’d. Sofius, after this, dedicated a golden . 


crown to God; and, leaving Jerufalem, carry’d 


Antigonus away bound to Anthony, Hattering Antigonus 
himielf all the way with the hope of life, to lofes his head 


the very minute of his execution, when his 
head was cut off for not deferving to live. 
Te multitude of the city were divided, and 
Herod diftinguith’d party from party accord- 
ingly, treating his friends with great honour 
and kindnefs, to make the furer of them; but 
the Antigonians he put to death. When he 
fell fhort of mony, he divided what he had 
that was precious, betwixt Anthony and thofe 
about him whom he had the moft value for ; 
but all this was not enough ro fecure him yet ; 
for Anthony was at this time befotted with 
the love of Cleopatra, and fo abandon’d to his 
paffion, that he could deny her nothing. Now 
Cleopatra had already fallen fo bloodily upon 
her own relations, that when fhe had not 
Ieft one near kinfman living, fhe curn’d the 
point of her rage againft ftrangers ; by calum- 
niating men of honour and quality to Antho-~ 
ny, and prevailing with him to have them pur 
to death, as the ready way to make her mif= 
trefs of their eftates. Her avarice tranfported 
her fo far, after this, againft theJews and Ara- 
bians, that fhe enter’d into a decret pradtice 


| againit the lives of their kings themfelves, 


Herod and Malichus. Anthony held her in 
hand upon it, with fair words, and feeming 
compliances: but for taking away the lives of 
two good men, and two fuch princes, it was 
fo execrable a propofition, he could not but 
have a horrour for it. He went fo far, how- 
ever, as to break friendfhip with them, and to 
put her in poffleffion of a confiderable part of 
their territories: as for inftance, the lands in 
Jericho, fo famous for palm-trees and balfam, 
and all the cities upon the’ river Eleutherus, 
except Tyre and Sidon. When he had grati- 
fy’d her with this prefent, fhe accompany’d 
him as far as the Euphrates in his expedition 

againtt 
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_ crattily diverted him from his defign, 


againit the Parthians, and fo took her away 
into Judea by Apamia and Damafcus. 

Hexop had already parted with large fums 
toward the mollifying of Cleopatra; but her 
ill-nature was fo implacable, and fo infatiable 
was her avarice, that all this would not do, 
Without extorting an annuity of two * hundred 
talents our ot the revenue of Judea; and fo,with 
great cbfequioutnels and refpect, he conduéted 
herto Pelusium. Ie was noc long before An- 
thony came back trom the Parthian war, with 
+ Artabazes the fon ot Tigranes his prifoner, 
whom he madea prefent of to Cleopatra, with 
the whole booty. 








CHAP. NIV, 
} 


The craftand treachery cf Chopatia. Revod would 








bave afijed titheny agunfe Augufius, and 
fie kinier’ i hia. Hered gains one battle, and 
‘aes anctbher. A predigsous carthguake in Fu- 


ita. The Fews ina coifiernaiion, and feveral 
et their enibafjiiors put todeath upon it. A ge- 
cereus (peck of Flerad’s to encourage bis fol- 
“The army takes heart pen Herod’s ex- 
bertation.  Hteréd perces the cirabiaus to a bat- 
tle, and geves them a total overthrow. Lhe 
Arotians jurrender thenifelves at difercticn, and 


petitica Hevedio take them into bis protectici. 
PON the breaking out of the war at 
Actium, Herod was now at liberty, and 


propofed to himfelfto accompany Anthony in 
hat expedition; tor he had gotten ** Hyrca- 


ie Se 


nia into his hands, from the filter of Antigonus:| 3 


and all things were now compos’d and ealy at 
heme. But Cleopatra, for tear or Herod’s 
being companicn in the dangers with Anthony, 
This 
princefs, haying a mortal hatred tor both the 


kings, perfuadcd Anthony to commit the Par- 


i thian war to Hered; “ 1ur, (fays the to her- 


* felt)ir he get che better of it, I fhall be 
<© queen of Arabia; and if he be worfted, of 
“ of Judea:” propounding only the dafhing 
of the one againit the other, This advice hap- 
pen’d well enough tor Herod, who, having 
gotten together a mighty body of horfe, fent 


; them againit the Syrians near Diofpolis, where 


he rell upon them; the Syrians made a gallant 
refittence, tor a while, but in the end were 
beaten cut cf theGcld. Uponthis detear, the 
Arabians drew out 2 prodigious army, and 
potied themi{elvesat *4 Canatha in Cele-Syria, 
there to expect the coming up of the Jews. 
Herod was now advancing toward them, but, 
upon fight of their numbers and difpofition, he 
tound it convenient to keep himiclf upon a 
more than ordinary guard, and thercfore or- 
der’d the running of a wall about the camp. 
But the people were fo puff’d up with one vic- 
tory that Herod’s precaution would not be 
comply’d with, they thought, to make them 
wait for another: fo that without any more ce- 
remouny they fell on, and routed the Arabians 
at the very firft pufh; but upon the purfuit, 
Herod fell into anambufcade of a body of Ca- 
mathenes, that were fent in by Athenion tro the 
relief of the Arabians, and very narrowly ef- 
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cap’d. Now this Athenion was an officer of 
Cleopatra’s, and ever a mortal enemy to He- 
rod. Upon the encouragement of this relief, 
the Arabians took heart, rally’d, and camé on 
again; fcatter’d the Herodians, and, following 
them cloie through craggs and woods, they 
kill’d great numbers of them in the chace. 
They that efcap’d the bartle, fled to 2 neigh- 
bouring village call’d Ormiza, wherethey were 
coop’d up and furrounded; and the Arabians 
made them{elves matters of their camp, and the 
men that were init. Immediately after this 
misfortune, Herod came up with fuccours 3 but 
the miichict being firitdone, there was no re- 
medy. This dilaiter was all along of the con- 
tumacy and difobedience of his officers: torif 
they had not been fo hafty and hot-headed, 
Athenion could never have had an opportunity 
to put his plot in execution. But Herod re- 


veng’d himfelf afterwards on the Arabians Herod takes 


over and over, by furprizes and incurlions into 
their country, and aton’d by feveral litrle vic- 
cories for one great defeat. 

Wuuite Herod wasin the courfe of his fuc- 
cefles, there befel him a moft judicial calami- 
ty. ‘This wasin the feventh year of his reign, 
and in the beginning of the ipring, when the 
war at Actiom wasat the hottcit. There hap- 
pen’d at this time fo dreadful an earchquake, 
that it {wallow’d up cattle innumerable, to- 
gether with thirty thoufand people; but the 
army that lay in the field fuffer’d nothing. 
{ce was, in truth, a difmal accident; but re- 
port (as it is ulual) making ic much greater 
than in etlecét ir was, the Arabians took it for 
granted that Judea was totally funk and loft, 
and flatcer d themfelves with an opinion that 
they might without difficulty go and make 
themfelves matters of the whole province. 
In this confidence they put certain Jewith em- 
bafiadors that were then with them to death, 
and, without any more ado, advanc’d into the 
country to take poficilion of itz This formid- 


fuch a terror, (efpecially confidering the heart- 
broken condition they were in at that time 
with one calamity upon the neck of another) 
that Herod was fain to try if he could reafon 
a diftra¢ted, fpiritlefs people, into their refolu- 
tions and wits again. 

“« You are here, in my opinion, (fays He- 
“* rod) under a moft unreaionable apprehen- 
* fion. Iwill allow you (fays he) to indulge 
‘ your forrows under the hand of an offended 
“ God; but to fubjeét yourfelves to the fame 
‘* defpondencies and paflions, for fear of the 
“power of men, is a meannefs of foul 
‘* below the ordinary pitch of your courage. 
“ Nay, fo far am I from any dread of 
“an enemy, after this earthquake, that it 
“looks to me rather as if providence 
“had order’d the enfnaring of your ad- 
“ yerfaries by this temptation, into a ven-= 
‘¢ geance forthe injurics they have done you: 
* neither do they ley fo much ftrefs upon the 
‘¢ force of their own arms or valour, as upon 
“€ the opinion they have of our abjection and 
“« mifery. But thofe are falfe hopes, when 
“© men fupport themfelves upon the infirmities 
“¢ ofother people, rather than upon their owa 





* Two hundred Jewith talents weighed twenty two thoufind eight hundred and twelve pounds and fix ounces; 
and their value in filver amounted to fixty eight thoufand four hundred and thirty feyen pounds and ten fhillings, 
and in gold to one million ninety five thoufand pounds Englifh money. i 
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“¢ virtue: nor is there any certainty, citherin 
* profperous, or adverfe fortunc; but they 
© are both unfteddy, and rake their turns; 
** and, for a confirmation of this doctrine, you 
“¢ need go no farther than to the late battle, 
“© where we were mafters one hour, and at 
“mercy next. This is the very cafe of our 
“ enemies at prefent, or I am much decciv’d: 
“ they think ‘they take, and thcy are taken. 
“* People that are over-confident are unwary ; 
*¢ but a confiderable fear makes men provi- 
“¢ dent; fo that the very ground of your ap- 
*¢ prehenfion is the foundation of my afiu- 
“¢ rance. You would needs be. charging the 
“¢ enemy contrary to order,and forwarder than 
“¢ you fhould have been, and Athenion (you 
** {ee) made advantage of your error. But you 
“*- yourfelves are now upon the referve; your 
“¢ deliberations are fober, and not fantaftical, 
“¢ which is a difpofition that I look upon as 
“ anomen of a certain victory. This is the 
“ yight temper of a brave man, before he 
© comes into action: but let him keep his fire 
“ and heat to himfelf, rill he has occafion for 
“it in the field, And fo let it be your bufi- 
“ nefs now, toconvince your wicked enemies 
“ by force of arms, that the Jews will fooner 
“¢ part with their lives than their reputation, 
“and ftand firm at laft under all judgments 
“ and misfortunes, and never own the Arabi- 
“ ans fortheir mafters, whohave fooften been 
“ their flaves. 

“© But why this fear at laft for things inani- 
“¢ mate? how comes an earth-quake to be a 





«€ portent, or 4 prefage of things to come ? is 
P > P 


“ there any thing more natural than the agi- 
“ tations and diforders of the elements? they 
“© do not foretcl calamities, but they actually 
“ bring and create them. ’Tis pollible that 
“ there may be fome fore-running figns of 
*¢ plagues, famine, and earth-quakcs to come, 
“ but, when they are once come, the greater 
“ they are the fooner willthey be overs Or 
“ put the cafe we fhould be conquer’d now, 
“¢ pray which isworfe, the war, or the earth- 
“ quake? but here’s a deftination of thefe 
“ people to ruin even by their own hands, 
“ without the help of enemies, who could be 
<¢ {o impious and inhuman, as, contrary tothe 
“€ lawsof nature and nations, to dip their hands 
< in the blood of our embafladors, and dedi- 
“ cate the facrifice to God for the fuccefs of 
“ the war. Can they ever think toefcape the 
“ all-{eeing eye, and the almighty power of a 
*¢ vindiGtive God, whenever we fhall but rouze 
“¢ inus the courage and zeal of our forefathers, 
“ and call chefe perfidious violators of leagues 
“ and publick faith to afevere and juft account? 
“© Whercfore ftand up, my brave fellow-fol- 
“€ diers,not for your wives,children,or country 5 
“ bur to revenge the murder of your embafla- 
“© dors, whofe very blood will confecrate the 
“ canfe, and thofe heroes, dead as they arc, 
“* will do you more good in the head of your 
“© army, than the living commanders of it. 
“© Do you but follow where I’ll lead you, and 
“¢ [Ul ask no more. Only one word of caution; 
“© be not over hot and rafh, and when it comes 
“© to the pufh, they will not dare’to look you 


S* in the face.” 


before obferved) weighed five thoufa 
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Tu1s exhortation put the foldiers’ in fuch The army 
heart, that Herod clos’d with the good hu- ‘kehearr 
mour, and facrific’d 3 and fo, without any de~ (ho" Herod . 
lay, pafs’d his army over the river Jordan. He Hered Gere 
-pitch’d his camp at Philadelphia, not far from ces. 
the enemy, witha caftle becween them; which 
look’d as if that caftle were to be the fubjeét of 
the difpute. Herod, at that diftance, pro- 
vok’d the enemy to a battlc, defiring nothing 
more than to bring it to a fpeedy tryal. Vhe 
enemy had already fent foldiers before, totake 
pofleffion of this. caftle, but the Herodians 
without much difficulty beat them back, and 
gain’d the hill. Herod drew out every day in 
order of battle; to dare the Arabians to acom- 
bat; but when he faw they would nor anfwer 
the challenge, (for they were all in a confter- 
nation, and Elthemus their General above the 
reft) Herod attack’d them in their trenches, ry. gorces the 
and fo fore’d them to a battle; but in fuch a Arabians to 
diforder they were, horfe’ and foot. marching a burtle. 
out together, that ic wasall hurry and confufion. 

They did indeed exceed the Jews in number, 

bur fell much fhort of them in valour, though 

one would have thought their very defparation 

fhould have made them bolder.. The flaughter 

was not great fo long as they ftood their 

ground; but when they turn’d their backs And gives 
once, betwixt thofe that tell in the purfuit, and them a total 
thofe that were trampled to death by their overthrow. 
own pcople, there were five thoufand deitroy’d, 
and the reft were driven into their camp;, where 
Herod prefently hemny’d them in, and beficg’d 
them; and this was not all neither, for the 
extremity they werein for want of water, was 
amifery equal to all the reft, In this ftreight 
they fent embafladors to Herod, with an otler 
of fifty * talents for a compofition; but he 
treated them with contempt, and would not fo 
much as give them the hearing. They came 
out after this in troops, in the torment of a 
raging, burning thirft, and deliver’d themiclves 
up to the Jews at diferetion;, fo that in five 
days the Jews had four thouland of them in 
bonds. Upon the fixth day, the remainder of 
them, in a tranfport of dcipair, provok’d the 
Jews toa battle; where about jeven thoutand. 
more were kill’d upon the place. This blow and petition 
finifh’d Herod’s revenge upon the Arabians ; Merod rotake 
for it humbléd them to that degree, that they them into his 
chofe him afterwards for their protector. Protereips. 





The Arabi- | 
ans furrender 
at dilfcretion, 








CHAP. XV: 


Herod’s generous addrefs to Auguflus at Rhodes, 
upon the defeat of Anthony at Adium. Cefar's 
gooduefs and humanity to Herod in return. tHe- 
vod’s magnificent entertainment of Cefar in Sy~ 
ria. Elerod coufirm’d in his government, with 
large additions. Herod’s charader, and the 


greatnels of his mind. 


EROD’s affairs went well enough at Ant.b.15.c.9, 
refent; but the news of Anthony’s de~ to, 11, 12. 
feat at Aétium (for whom he had the greateft Fuad io 
friendfhip in the world) gave him great anxie+ a 
ty ; tho’ his fear was, in fome reipect, more 
than nceded ; for Cefar could never think An~ 
thony abfolutely fupprefs’d, fo long as Herod 


nd feven hundred and thrée pourds ore 
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A generous 
a add: rots of 
Herad’s to 
Acute. at 
Rhedes. 


was living. Uponthis turn of fortune, Herod 
bethought himielf how he might obviate all 
difficultics, and fo went to Rhedes where Ce- 
far was at that time. He prefented himtelf 
without any enfigns of royalty about him, and 
in the habit of a private man ; but with a mien 
of majefty behaving himfelf With great can. 
dour, and franknefs, and this was ‘his decla- 
ration. 
“T muft confefs, mighty Cefar, (fays he) 
‘© that as Anthony made me a king, | was not 
“‘ wanting to employ the kingly powers he 
‘© gaye me to the fervice of my benefactor, 
“© trom whom I receiv’d them; and, if I may 
“ {peak freely, you yourfelt, Sir, w ould have 
‘« found the effeéts of that juftice, if I had not 
“ been diverted by the Arabian war: but this 
“did not hinder me yet from fending him 
“what fupplics I could, both of troops and 
** provifions ; neither hath this laft tatal blow 
© ae AGtium, ftagger’d me one jot in my gra- 
** titude and juttice to my patron. I could 
“‘ not furnifh him, ’tis true, with men and 
“ arms, nor attend him in perfon; but I gave 
“* him good countel, that would have been of 
“© more worth to him, if he had -follow’d ir: 
“© which was to rid his hands of Cleopatra ; 
“ for fo long as fhe liv’d, he could never be 
“ fate; and “that being done, I promis’d him 
fe moneys, {trong holds, troops, nay, and my- 
“© {elf too tor a party to the war againft you ; 
“ but betwixt the love of Cleopatra that hin- 
“ der’d him on the one fide, and the fecret 
‘* appointments of providence that gave you 
‘- victory on the other, it came all to nothing. 
Now fo itis, great prince, that Anthony’s 
fate and mine are wrapt up inone. We borh 
fell on the fame day, and with his fortune 
I have now laid down my crown. I have 
no pretence, Sir, to your “clemency and fa- 
vour, but under the charaéter of an honeft 
man, and a true friend. 
“ Wert! Herod, (fays Cefar) be fafe and 
“ happy, and a king ftill; and depend upon 
© it that your crown fhall fic furcr on your 
“head than ever. So good a triend cannot 
“but make a good governor. Pray be as 
‘ faithful to the fortunate as you have been 
“to the contrary; and I cannot but promife 
“ myfelf g great things from the dignity of fo 
‘ great a mind. As to Anthony’s hearkening 
“to Cleopatra rather than to you, his folly 
“ has made us all gainers; for we had never 
- had Herod eclfe. I mutt not forget the en- 
- forcements you fent to * Ventidius againft 
« Anthony’s gladiators, and that you were 
““ before-hand with me in that obligation. 
“ Wherefore content Wherefore cure On Se ee at prefent with 


ee 
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* Or Q. Didius. 
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“© the confirmation of the iinedom to you, and 


T fhall take fuch turther care for the fururc, 
that you may never be fenfible of the want 
of Anthony. 

Cesar, after this fpcech, with great huma- 
nity adjar’d Herod not to doubt of his friend- 
fhip ; and fo placing the crown-upon his head, 
confirm’d his title to ir by an act of ftate, with 
glorious cxpreffions in it much to his Honour. 
When Herod had prepar’d’ his way by fair 
words and large prefents, he made interceffion 


ae 
ce 


at 


to Cefar on the behalf of one Alexander: a Ss 


friend of Anthony’s, to get his pardon3. but 
Cefar was too much exafperated againit Aléx- 
ander to grant his requett ; telling him, ‘char 
the affronts he fufter’d for were wholly unpar- 
donable. 

As Cefar was afterward pafling thro’ Syria 
into Egypt, Herod receiv’@ him upon the way 
with a moft incredible magnificence; and while 
Cefar was taking a review of his troops, he 
caufed Herod to ride about Prolemais along 
with him, where he treated Auguftus, and all 
his fricnds and army, with all imaginable 
{fplendor, order, and plenty. 
alfo for the fupply of water, for all that jour- 
neyed to and from Pelufium, and other dry 
places, with all forts of utenfils and neceffa~ 
ries even for common ufe. This illuftrious 


expence gave occafion to Cefar and his train, 
to fay, that the kingdom of Judea was too 


little for the mind of fo great a prince. 
Crieoparra and Anthony being both dead 
when Cefar came into Egypt, Cefar did not 
only confer new honours upon Herod, but an- 
nexed to his kingdom that part of the borders 
which Cleopatra had taken from him, with 
Gadara, Hippon, Samaria, and the mari- 


time citics Gaza Anthedon, Joppa, and the’ 
tower of Straton: he gave him alfo four hun- 


dred Gauls, which had been formerly of the 
guards to Cleopatra. Now Cefar proportion’d 
all his bounties to the merit and virtue of the 
receiver. After the firft -+ Actias, he gave him 
alfo the province of Trachon, annexing it to 


his command ; and fo likewife Batanca and Au-’ 


ranitis, upon this account. 

Ir was a common and a conftant practice of 
Zenodorus, who liv’d in a houfe he had hir’d 
of Lyfanias, to fend thieves out of Trachon 


to Damafcus. The inhabitants apply’d them- 


{elves to Varus (at that time governor of Sy- 


ria) for relicf, begging him to acquaint Ce- 
Varus" 


far with the mifery of their condition. 
did it accordingly, and Cefar’s anfwer was, 
that he fhould utterly fupprefs all robbers, and 
robberics. Varus fent partics abroad into all 
fufpected places, and jo clear’d the land of 


who, upon this, cs faith Dion) becoming himifelf monarch of the world, gave command that the empire fhould be- 


gin to compute t reir acts 


from this day’s atchievement; which, according to Dion, was the fecond of September. 


{vas in the year of the world 3919, and 4483 of the Julian period ; as otherwife, and alfo by an eclipfe noted 


in the Fatti Siculi, ‘tis manifett : 


yet, by the decree of the fenare, this /Era was fixed in the deitruétion of Alex= 


andria, which was taken Auguft the 2gth of the ycar following; ‘twas the 16th Julian year, and the 294th from 


the death of Alexander. 


‘Tl this time the Egyptian account, meafured by Nahonaffar’s year, confifting of three hundred fixty five days, 


without any intercalation of the odd hours, 


had been in ufe; in the place whereof the Julian form fucceeded. And: 


becaute the Egyptians called every day i in the year by the name of fome God, which were therefore called yas 


@uiv, and every year of their luftrum's 


or quadriennalss in like manner, which were therefore called try Oadv, Anni 


He took care’ 


Deorum, thete years were henceforth called in honour of Auguftus, Anni Auguflorum Deorum, or Anni Augufto- 
rum, as ‘tis recorded by Cenforinus, who only mentioneth them by this name, 
This Aira Aétisca, or (as Jofephus calls it) Actias, continued in ufe till the time of Diocletian, who h: wing 
zained himfelf_ un opinion of wifdom and fortune umong his people, thought himfelf worthy from whom the com- 
puration fhould now begin; which was accordingly done, and this 4Era hercupon ubrogated, after it hud continu. 
nucd upwards of three hundred years. 
that 
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Book L. 


that peft. Varus having taken away part of 
Zcnodorus’s eftate, upon this order, Ceiar be- 
ftow’d it upon Herod, to fecurc it from being 
any longer a receptacle for this fort of vermin: 
iferod made making him governor of all Syria, over and 
sovernour of above. a : es 
ail Syria. Aveusrus coming into that province again 
about ten years after, caution’d the governors 
in all matters of importance to confult Herod ; 
and Zenodorus being then déad, he gave He- 
tod likewife all the land betwixt Trachon and 
Galilee. But the thing at laft that Herod va- 
lw’d himfelf upon, above all'the reft, was this; 
that Herod was belov’d by Cefar, above- all 
men living, next to Agrippa, and by Agrippa, 
Phe charac- NEXE to Cefar. Fronr thefe circumftances he 
ter of Herod. was advanc’d to the higheft ftace of human fe- 
licity, and his mind grew more and more il+ 
luftrious ‘with his fortune; for he employ’d 
the greateft part of his acquifitions in works 
and offices of piety and religion. 








CHAP. VI. 


Several famous works of Herod’s, both at home 

and abroad. The temple repair’d. The caftle 
of Antonia alluding to Anthony. Cefarion and 
Agrippion, to Cefar and Agrippa. Herod’s glo- 
gious dedications. Sebafte in Samaria. : Cefar’s 
royal bounties to Herod. Antipatris to the ho- 
nour of Antipater. Cypros ix memory of Gypris, 
and Herodion of Herod. Straton’s tower ve- 
pair'd, and a frately palace eretfed. A wouder= 
jul port betwixt Dora and Foppa, and an exat 
defcription of it. Herod’s bounties to frrangers, 
as well as to his own people, and in common for 
the good of mankind. 


N the fifteenth year of Herod’s reign, he ap- 
Ant.b.15.¢. A Ply’d himfelf to the repaiting and rebuild- 
1,12,13,14. ing of the temple, which he did in a very 


b16.¢.9. oma nificent manner, and at a vait charge ; Wwit- 
sie tie nefs the ftately gallerics round about it, that 
The temple Were all raifed up intirely from the very foun- 
vebuiltand dation,and the cattle on the north fide adjoining 
repait’d. to it, which, for majefty and beauty, was not 
cna inferior to the royal palace itfelf; and which 

% he call’d Antonia, in honour of Antho- 


ny. He made the enclofure about the temple 
twiceas large asit was before. He raifed alfo 

y upon an eminence that overlook’d the city, 
two rich and fpaciousftruétures, no temple upon 
the face of the carth was to be compar’d with 
them; and thefche call’d Cefarion and Agrip- 
pion, in honour of his two noble fricnds, Ccfar 
and Agrippa. 
Nerruer did Herod reftrain the zcal and 
paffion he, had for the eternizing of thefe great 
mens names and memories, to palaccs and par- 
ticular fabrieks, but he dedicated whole citics 
alfo tothe immortalizing of thcir fame to poftc- 
rity; as Scbaite in Samaria, for example; a 
city of twenty * furlongs in compafs, with a 
fair wall about it, acolony of {ix thoufand in- 
habitants planted intit, and an endowment of 
excellent lands belonging to it, with peculiar 
franchifes and immunities, in proportion to the 
people. Among other eminent uildings, he 
did likewife creét a majeftick temple, with an 
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Agrippion. 
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j Area about it of three + furlongs and a half, 

a td temple He dediaieca to Rueulten : 

3 £SAR, aiter this, gave Herod an additional Cefir’s boun- 

onative of lands; and Herod; in acknowledg- ty to Herod 

ment, built another temple alfo of white po- 

lifh’d marble, near the head of the river Jor- 

dan, at a’ place called ** Panium; and ‘this 

was alfo dedicated to Cefar? Not far from 

hence ftaridsa mountain of a prodigious height 

that looks down among the craggs and rocks 

into a deep valley; and at the bottom, a dark 

hideous cavern, that’s worn and hollow’d to 

fuch a depth, by the conftant fall of waters 
uponit fromabove, that there’s no founding of 
it. From the foot of this cavern, there comes 

bubbling forth an ifftie of feveral fprings; and 

this by tradition paffes fot the fource of the ri- 

ver Jordan. But we fhall {peak farther to thé 

piceer of fact hereafter. — 

ix was much after ihe fame manner alfo 

Jericho, where Herod caufed to be cretied be. 
twixt che caftle of Cypros and the old palaces 
fome other buildings more commodious : and 

thefe he call’d by the names of the fame per- 
fons. Herod, in fine; did not leave one con- 
fiderable place in the whole kingdom, without 
fome monumental memorial to the fame of 

Cefar; When he had adorn’d his borders with 

temples; he.did the like in the provinces, dif- 
tinguifhing feveral of them by the name of 
Cefarea 

As Herod was in his progrefs along the 

coaft, he took notice of he eine ae a- 

mong. the reft, with all the decays upon it of 
time and antiquity; *twas known by the name 
of Straton’s towcr, and a place, for the qua- Straton’s 
lity and fituation of it, worthy of Hcrod’s roy- tower re- 
al care and’bounty. ‘This caftle he did not on- Pait’d. 
ly repair with beauciful white ftone, but ereét- ; nd a fate 
ed alfo a princely palace there, and never Ee = 
gave a clearer proof of the natural dignity of si 
his mind than upon this inftance. It lies be- 
twixt Dora and Joppa, where the coaft is fo 

unfit for an harbour for fhips, and the paflage 
fo dangerous, that whoever takes his courie 

that way toward Egypt from Phenicia, runs a 

great risk of a mifcarriage; cfpecially withthe 

leaft breath of ‘a fouth-weft-wind, which fets 

fo hard upon the rocks, that it breaks back 

again in eddies, and makesa troubled fea for 

a good while after. But the king’s liberality 

and refolution, in fpite of charge and of nature 

itfelf, furmounted all oppofition, and he buile 

a port there, larger than the Pyreneum itlel f, A famous 
with ftations for the faircit fhips to ride fafé port, ands 
in, againft wind and weather. It was fo for- defcription of 
tify’d, in fine, againft the impetuous violences 

of the,fea, and the ornaments of it foagrecable 

to the cye, that nothing could be added, ci- 

ther to the firength, or to the beauty of the 
contrivance. Upon Herod's taking his mea- 

furcs for the dimeniions of the port, he order’d 

mighty ftonc$ to be caft into the fea, at twenty 

fathom water; the greater part of them fifty 

foot in length, nine foot decp, and ten 

over, and fome bigger than thefe. "Whert 

they had fill’d up the {pace to the furface of 

the water, they carry’d on a wall of two hun- 

dred floor; the one half to break the force of 

the fea, in the nature of a mole, from whence 





* ‘Twenty furlongs amounted to two ara miles and an half; and eighteen Geometrical paces. 


} ‘Three furlongs and an half were near hal€a mile, 


+ AL. Pancas. 


See Hardofn’s Nunumi illuftrati, p. 1F2. 
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they tock the name of Procymca; and the o- 
ther, for the fappore of the turrets that were 
planted upon it, whichwere great and gracc- 
ful; and he gave the faireft of chem the name 
of Drution, ina complimentto Drufus, Cefar’s. 
kinfman. ‘There were alfo a great number of 
vaults for ftores; and before, and about thefe 
vaults, a paving of large ftoncs, that ferv’d 
paflengers both for a landing-place and for 
awalk. It fronted toward the north, which 
upon that quarter is the gentleft wind that 
blows. On each fide of the entrance, there 
ftood three Colofles mounted upon pillars: 
thofe on the Iefr hand, at the going in, were 
fupported by a ftrong tower of one entire 
{tone ; and thofe on theright were borne up by 
two large ftones, column-wife, and joined to- 
gether, over-topping the other. The buildings 
nextthe pert were all of white ftone, and the 
ftreers that led from the city to the key uni- 
form and anfwering one another. Upon a hill, 
over againftthe port-gate, ftood * Cefar’stem- 
ple, a piece incomparable, both for majefty and 
beauty; and in that temple Cefar’s ftatuc, a 
work not infcriour, either for curiofiry or bulk, 
to that of the Olympian Jupiter, and made af- 
tcr that model; + as alfo another of Rome, 
that did not fall fhort of Juno’s at Argos., He- 
rod’s defign inthe building of this ftarely town 
and port, was the advantage of the province, 
and the fecurity of travellers that way; but 
Cefar all this while was to be reputed the 
founder of it, and it was called Cefarea after 
his name. 

Tuere were alfo feveral famous works and 
bounties of Herod not to be forgotten; as a 
famous market-place, atheatre, an amphithe- 
atre, and the inttitution of the Ludi Quinquen- 
nales to be celebrated cvery fifth year, which 
he dedicated to the honour of Auguftus. He 
was the firft alfo, who, in the hundred ninety and 
fecond Olympiad, propounded honourable re- 
wards, not only to him who fhould carry the 
prize in the firft place, but to the fecond and 
the third alfo, in their courfe, one after an- 
other. He repair’d Anthedon, that had been 
Agrippion Tuin’d by the war, and call’d_ it Agrippion, 
‘ected tothe and, out of a gencrous excefs of tendernefs tor 
his triend, he infcrib’d Agrippa’s name upon 
the gate of the temple that he had built there. 

He was alfo as dutiful a fon, as he wasa 
generous friend and patriot ; for he creéted a 
city to the honour of his father, in the moft 
pleafant and truitful part of his dominions, and 
moft delicioufly wooded and water’d, which he 
Audparis in called Antipatris, There wasa caftle alfo over 
the memory Jericho, which, by fituation, was both ftrong 
wt Abcpcer. and delightful. This place he wall’din, and, 

in honour to his mother, gave ie the name of 
Cypros from Cypros. Neither did he forget his brother 
Cyprh. Phafacl, upon feveral occafions ; asin a tower 
he buile at Jcerufalem, which he call’d after 
his name; : fhall fay fomewhat of the com- 
afs, and the glory of ie clfewhere) and fo 
ikewife another city inthe country, to the 
north of Jericho, which he call’d alfo by the 
fame name. 
Wautwn he had done honour to his friends 
and relations, he did not abfolutcly forget 


“* ‘The temple of Rome und Auguitus, 
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himfelf; for he built and fortiticd a caftle up- 

on amountain of Arabia, which he call’d by 

his own name, Herodion. And he gave the and Herod. 
fame name alfo to a hill that he caft up, inthe on from He. 
form of a woman’sbreaft, atabout fixty ** furs rod. 
longs from Jerufalem; which was fet out with’ 
great care and expencc: and this mount was 
encompafs’d, at the top, with round turrets, 
the circuit of ic fll’d with royal palaces, as 
rich and fparkling, both within and without, 

as art, care, and coft could make them. He 
fupply’d ic with water from a very great dif- 
tance, and at a mighty charge. ‘The ftairs 
were all of pure white marble, and two hun- 
dred fteps upto the top, This cminence was 

all the work of art and labour, and of a won- 
derfulheight. Now at the foot of ic he built 

a princely palace, and provided for inns alfo, 
and houfes of entertainment, where he mighg 
difpofe of his fricnds and their luggage; in- 
fomuch that, confidering the provifion that was 
made for all manner of conveniencies, it 
feem’d to be acity rather than a cattle; yer, 

in the main, it was all no more than the king’s 
houfe, 

Bur after thefe glorious ftrucétures, Herod trerog pro- 

could not ace be fatisfy’d, unlefs he made vides for the 
ftrangers alfo partakers of his generofity and common 
good will to mankind; for at Tripolis, Da- Bose 
mafcus, and Prolemais, he caus’d publick baths 
to be fet up; ftrong walls at Biblis, galleries, 
council-chambers, publick magazines, market- 
Places, and temples, at Berytas and Tyre 5 
theatres at Sidon and Damafcus, an aqueduct 
at Laodicea, upon the coaft, watcr-works and 
baths at Askalon, with cloifters and piazza’s, 
every way admirable both for the work and 
fize. In fome cafes he gave woods and har- 
bours, and upon other cities he beftow’d lands, 
asif he had made them fharersin his kingdom.- 
In fome places again, (as at Coos) he gave an 
everlafting revenue toward the maintaining of 
baths; and the donative was to perpetuity, 
that they might never forget the benefit. He 
gave corn to all that wanted it, and furnifh’d 
the Rhodians feveral times with moncys for 
the fitting out of a navy, when they had occa- 
fion for it, He repair’d the temple of Apollo 
(call’d Pythium) out of the very afhes, at his 
own coft, and madc it better than it was at 
firft. What fhall I fay of his liberality tothe 
Lycians and the Samians? his largefies all o- 
ver Ionia, to every one that ask’d him? Are 
not the Athenians, the Lacedemonians, the 
Nicopolitans, and thofe of Pergamus in Lycias 
are they not all fenfible witneffes of Herod’s 
bounty? in what a condition was Antioch, the 
capital of Syria, that ftood in fuch a bog tor 
twenty *4 furlongs together, that there was 
hardly any coming near ir, till Herod caus’d. 
the paflage to be pav’d all along with white 
marble, and fet up contrivances upon the way 
for a fhelter againit foul weather. 

Bur it will be faid perhaps that thefe were 
all private cafes, and only concern’d fome 
few particulars that wege the better tor 
them. What fhall we fay then to his obliga- 
tions upon the Ilians, whercin not,only Grecce, 
but the whole body of mankind are engag’d; 


+ “Tisthus agreeable to the original: the Latin interpreter has mangl'd the fenfe, as Alb. Rubenius has fhewn in 


his differtarion De Gemma Auguttea. 


See Parthius’s animadverfions upon Statins, Vol, 1. p. 


ertitic 10, 
** Sixty furlongs (as has becn before obferved) were equivalent to feven Englith roiles ana an half, and ninety 


Creometrical paces, 


*t Twenty furlongs amounted to two Englih miles and an half, and thirty Geometrical paces. 
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at leaftfomany of themas have heard the fame 
of the olympick games! for when he found, 
upon his coming to Rome, that thefe games 
were all that now remain’d of ancient Greece, 
and that the folemnity itfelf was now dwin- 
dling away for want.of money to maintain ic, 
he did not only take the charge upon-himfelf, 
for that -year, of being * Agonotheta, but fer- 
tled an-annual allowance toward the uphold- 
ing. of it for ever. It would be an endlefs 
work to run thro’ the debts and tributes, that 
che remitted; -and particularly thofe of Phafae- 
dites and Balaneotes; befide feveral.towns in 
Cilicia, where he difcharg’d their penfions. 
He did great things, in. fine, and would have 
done greater; but the apprehenfion he had of 
drawing envy upon himfelf, as if he had fome 
farther defign in his’ head, kept ‘him in awe: 
-for why fhould he do more, they. cry?d,. for 
other princes fubjeéts, than their own mafter 
would doforthem? oh 
Turs prince had a ftrength of body anfwer- 
able to the greatnefs of his mind. He was a 
great mafter of the chace, and gain’d his-point 
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in it; for no man was better on horfeback. 


than himfelf He kill’d. forty beafts once in 
one. day. : 
boars; but more deer and wild affes... He 
was a foldier. and a {word-mian not to'be re- 
fifted. He was tetrible in his. very exercifes ; 
the fureft marks-man living, either with dart, 


A great fol- 
,o 
dicr and an 


excellent Wa dart 
{word-man, OF arrow: and, befide the excellencies:of his 
and hud a body and imind, he:was one of fortune’s dar- 
firength ling favourites ; for. the fate of the wat.went 
of body an~ 


very feldom againft him: or, when it did, it 
was cither by treachery. fomewheré or other, 
or by the rafhnefs of his foldiers 3 and. not by 
his own faulé. ae 


fwerable to 
the dignity 
of his mind. 
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CHAP. XVII "| 
The diforders of Herod’s family. He puts aw 
his hi Bees aad le Mariani Ee. ae 
rod jealous of 
what ground. Fofeph aud Marianne put to 
death. Herod marrics his two fons. 
Alexander to Cefar. Alexander’s defenfe: He- 
rod and his fon reconcil'd. Herod entertain’d 
dy Archelaus. Fle calls an affembly, and dif~ 
courfes the cafe. Autipater’s character. Anti- 
-pater’s mother manages the plot. Salome picks 
. ap. informations. lerod’s advice to bis fons. 
‘Pheroras and Salome, their mortal enemies. A 
plot pretended upon Herod's life. Hlerod’s cru- 
city and injuftice. Antipater the occafion of all. 
Asatte taken up, and his friends tortur’d. 
He feigns a plot, and pretends to confefs it. 
Archelaus debates the cafe with Herod. Phero- 
ras confeffes and obtains his pardon. Herod 
an advocate for Alexander. <rchelaus brings 
' Alexander to his father, 8c. Au accufation 
‘againft Alexander and Ariftobulus, Bc. Herod 
ina rage, and the brothers in chains. A coun- 
cil meets at Berytus about it. The king opens 
the caufe. A fentence of death upon them. The 
bravery of Tyro, and the bafene/s of Tryphon. 
The death of Alexander. The fous frrangled 


at Sebafle. 
Ant berg. WE felicity of Herod’s reign was migh- 
“Bg tty tily diforder’d by troubles in his fami- 
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his wife and jfifter, and upon 


Herod: 
takes Autipater home to him, €3c. Herod charges’ 
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ly; and the perfon whom he:lov’d above allb.16.c.1, 2, 
earthly things was the caufe of it: for being 97,321,125 
now poficis’d of the kingdom, he turn’d off eee iene 
Doris his firft wife, who was a Jewefs, and of his wife 
took Mariamne, the daughter of Alexander Doris, 
te i . Ariftobults : which caufed mifera- a takes 
¢ divifions in his houfe,; efpecially after his "se? 
return from Rome. a: - o ; a oe peeae el 
_ He did, in the firft place, banifh out of the Antipater, 
city Antipater, whom. he had by. Doris, tor the Hered’s ton 
fake of the children he had by Mariamne; al- oy es : 
lowing him only the liberty of the town upon an ia 
feftivals. And then he put to death Hyrca- Hyrcanus, 
nus, his wife’s grandfather, (who .was now l&swite’s 
come back from the Parthians) on fufpicion of Sa7ciathers 
a plot upon his life. For Barzapharncs having Rey a 
brought: him away prifoner to-the king,of. Par- 
thia;.-after che taking of Syria, the Jews on 
the other tide of the Euphrates, out of pure 
compaffion, fet him at liberty, and paid his 
ranfom : at which time, if he had follow’d 
their counfel, and not come to Herod, he might 
have liv’d fafe and happy: But betwixt thé ~ 
{nare of his grandaughter’s match, and the paf- 
fionate defire he had to fee his.own country 
again, he was inveigled to his ruin... The thing 
all this while that wrought upon Herod, was 
not that he had any. defign upon the govern- 
‘jment, but that he had a rightful title to it. . 
|... Mariamne had five children by Herod: 
{ two daughters, and three fons; and the young= 
eft of the three dy’d in the courfe of his ftu- 
dies and exercifes-at Rome. _ The, two. elder 
Were train’d up in a goyal education, in regard 
both of the nobility,‘of the. mother, and. that 
they were born while he was ‘in pofleffton of 
the ctown. But nothing mov’d Herod fo pow- .- 
erfully in their favour, as, the wonderful, afcen- 
dant that Mariamne had upon the fpirit of her 





Mariamne - 
had five chil- 
dren by Fie- 

rod. 


| husband ; whofe. fondnefs fo far encreas’d up 


‘on: him, that it made him utterly infenfible |. 
of all indignities and affronts ;, while Mari- 
amne requited this paffionate fondnefs of his 
with an equal degree of averfion. , She did 
not want matter of pretence for a difgnft: and 
then. prefuming upon the extravagant love, he 
chad, for her, fhe did not ftick to charge him 
point-blank with the murder of Hyrcanus and 
Ariftobulus, and to load her reproaches with 
aggravations: the lattcr an inno¢ent youth, 
fhe faid, but feventecn ycars of age when he 
was created high-prieft, and cut off fo foon as 
he had receiv’d the order. The firft time thae 
he appear’d in his holy robes, upon a feftival 
day, to officiate at the altar, it was fo mov- 
ing a fpeétacle, that the people wept with joy 
at the fight of him. But the very fame night 
was Ariftobulus fent away to Jcricho, and 
there drown’d in a lake, by the Gauls, and 
by Herod’s order. A 

Marzamne did not yct content, herfelf 
with thefe outragious reproaches againft He- 
rod; but ihe vilify’d alfo, ina much more 
opprobrious fort, his filter, and. mother,: 
which he heard without fpeaking one word; 
for love had ty’d up his tonguc.. This incen- frrpd's love 
fed the women to that degrec, that they laid mie hin 
their heads together, how they might toch put up all 
Herod more to the quick 3 and fo they Jet fall afar .! 
fome words of reflexion upon his wife’s ho- make Herod 
nour and virtue; and, among other things plau- jenlous of his 
fible enough, they told him.a ftory of his wife and fi- 
wite’s fending her piéture to Anthony ; and “r 


She fell bit- 
terly foulup- 
on Lerod. zs 
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drown'd ina 
lake at Jeri- 
cho, by He~ 
rod's order. 





* Whole office was to prefide over the games, and reward the victors, Sce Mercurialis de re Gymnaflica, 1. 1. 
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what pains fhe took to make herfelf known to 
him, out of the heat of an ungovernable ap- 
petite: for Anthony was the greateft Hbertine 
and debauchee in nature, and a man that would 
ftick at nothing for the gaining of his ends; 
tho’ it fhould be the very life ot Herod him- 
{clf. What berwixt the rage of an implaca- 
ble jealoufy, the confideration of Cleopatra’s 
infatiable avarice and cruelty, and the power 
fhe had over Anthony, in the initanceof Ly- 
* A. Malchus. fanias, and * Malichus the king of Arabia, who 
were both put to death at her inftigacion ; 
Herod was, as if he had been cthunder-itruck ; 
for he found himfelf in danger of lofing not 
only his wife, but his own lite alfo. 
Herod goes In this perplexity of thought, Herod re- 
to Anthony, folw’d to go to Anthony, and fo recommend- 
anc leaves ed the care of his wife during his ablence, to 
Joicph, the husband of his fitter Salome ; 
whom he had ever found kind and faithful to 
ot him; but wich thisinftruétion overand above, 
*, thacif Anthony kill’d him, he fhould deftroy 
Mariamne. Now Jofeph innocently gave a 
Y hint of this to the queen, with an intent to in- 
Jorsph lets form her how wonderful akindnefs the king had 
bebe ‘Si, for her, that he could not endure the thought 
thir ofa feparation even in death itfelf. Herod, 
upon his return, in the courfe of his gaicties 
and love ftories, fellto {wearing and protefting, 
that in his whole life he never had a paffion for 
any other woman. No, fays Mariamne, that 
I perceive, by the order you left with Jofeph 
to fee me difpatch’d, ‘The difclofing of this 
privacy made Hered ftark mad; for he could 
not think that Jofeph wouldever have blabb’d 
fuch a fecret, but inthe confidence of an a- 
ground mour. In this diftra€tion he leap’d off from 
’s his bed, and took a walk in the court, where 
he met his fifter Salome, who would not lofe 
fo tair an opportunity of calumniating Mari- 
amne; and fhe did it in fuch a manner too, 
that it ferv’d to confirm Herod in his fufpicion 5 
fo that he prefently gave order, ina furious fit 
of jealoufy, to have them both put to death. 
So foon as the word was out, he repented of it; 
but the execution was done firft; his love and 
his madnefs governing him by turns. Nay, 
fuch was the tranfport of his extravagance, 
that he would not believe her to be dead, when 
he knew fhe was fo; but like a mad-man he 
went on talking to her, as if fhe had been yet 
alive. Ina fhort time the funcral folemnities 
put that point out of difputc, and Herod’s 
gricf for his dead wife was not infcrior to the 
Jove he had for his living one. 

Tue paffionate violences of the mother were 
now exercis’d upon the fons; and fuch was the 
horrid barbarity of the proceeding, that they 
look’d no otherwife upon their father than as 
acommonenemy. They had beenof the fame 
opinion a long time, even when they were at 
Rome together, but much more confirm’d in 
it fince theircoming back into Judea; for the 
ftrength of their minds grew up with that of 
their bodies, ‘They were now of age to think 
of marriage; and one of them marry’d the 
daughter of his aunt Salome, who was a mor- 
tal enemy of their mother; the other rook the 
daughtcr of Archelausthe king of Cappadocia. 
In the liberty of this condition, they talk'’d 
morc at freedom than formerly, and that con- 
fidence betray’d them to the malice of infor- 
mers ; infomuch that their enemics made no 


difficuley of tclling the king bare-fiac’d, that 
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his fons were in a confpiracy again{t him, and 
that the fon-in-law of Archelaus had a detiga 
to fteal away privately to his father-in-law, 
and thence to Rome, with a complaint againft 
Herod himfelf to Cefar. When thefe jealoutics 

were infus’d into Herod’s head, hefends for ferod takes 
Antipater home to him, whom he had by Do- Antipater 
Tis, propoting to make ufe of him, as a coun- home to him. 
termine againft the brothers; and fo begun 

with a remarkable preterence of Antipater to 

the reft. 

Tue brothers found this change fo intole= 
rable, for men of their blood to be fubjected 
to the fon of an obfcure private woman, that 
their ftomachs-were too big to brook the in- 
dignity, without declaring their refentment of 
it, which they did very frankly upon all occa- 
fions 5 but they funk in their father’s affeGtions 
byit daily, which turn’d to Antipater’s advan- 
tage; for he play’d his game fo artificially 
with his father, by the help of flatteries 
and calumnies, (which calumnies were ma- 
nag’d, partly by himfelf, partly by his inftru- 
ments and friends) that he brought it to this 
iflue at laft, that his brothers were not only 
put out of all hope of the fucceffion, but him- 

{elf publickly and formally entitled to it by 

his tather’steftament. He was fent, atter this, and formal- 
to Cefar, in a kind ofa royal {tate and charac- ly fettles up- 
ter; for he had the robes and the train of a on him the 
King, only he wanted the crown. He was fo Scceflon. 
pufted up with the vanity of this pomp, that 
he got his mother introduc’d into Mariamne’s 
bed-chamber, by the help of infinuations and menage of 
flanders; which was his way of praétice a- Antipater. 
gainit his brothers ; infomuch that he wrought 

ne father by degrees in a defign upon their 

ives. 

For this reafon, Herod took Alexander to Herod char- 
Rome _ with him, and there charg’d him be- ges Alexan- 
fore Cefaras a confederate toward the poi- der to Cefar, 
foning of his father. When Alexander was * ee 
admitted to his defence, and before a judge che lite of 








The crafty 


the life of his 
that was not to be impos’d upon by Antipater father. 
and Herod, he foften’d his father’s miftakes Alexander's 
all that was poffible, fpake home and fubftan- fence: 
tially to the points charg’d upon himfelf, ac- 
quitted his brother Ariftobulus, who was in- 
volv’d in the fame accufation, and from 
thence proceeded to lay open the impoftures, 
frauds, and contrivances of Antipater: and all 
this with fo good a grace, that the innocency 
of his confcience was yfet farther illuftrated by 
the force of his eloquence, being a fharp and 
a ready {peaker: concluding, in fine, with 
thismodeft refignation, that it is no crime for 
a father ee his children if they be guil- 
ty. This farewel drew tears from the whole 
audience, and had alfo fuch an effeét upon Cefar, 
that, all difputes and accufations apart, he 
made them all friends; provided that for the 
futurc, the fons fhould be obedient to their fa- 
ther, and the father at liberty to leave the 
niga to whom he pleas’d. 
EROD, at his return from Rome, could 
not but acquit his fons of the crime charg’d 
upon them, yet the fufpicion ftuck by him 
fill; for Antipater ply’d him fo hard upon 
that topick, that he kept his jealoufics wak- 
ing; tho’ he did not dare to fay or do any 
thing publickly, that might clafh with the 
fenfe, or the authority of thereconciler. He- 
rod took his paflage by Cilicia, and fo to Eleu- 
fa, where he was receiy’d by Archclaus with 
greac 
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great pompand refpeét, who gave him a thou- 


nifcently en- {and thanks upon his fon-in-law’s account, 


tertain’d by 
Archelaus. 


Herod calls 
anaflembly 


at Jerutalem, 


and makes a 
wonderful 
difcourfe up- 
on the whole 
flare of the 
cale. 
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wifhing him much joy of the accommodation. | 


Archelaus in thc mean time had not been want- 
ing himfelf, by letters and other inftances to 
his friends at Rome, to get voices, and make 
an intereft for Alexander. He conducted He- 
rod, in fine, as far as Zephyriumt;. where he 
made him a prefent of thirry * talents, and fo 
departed. fo 

‘Wuen Herod came to Jerufalem, he call’d 
an affembly ; and in the prefence and hearing 
of his three fons, gave the people an account 
of his journey and bufinefs, with often repeat- 
ed thanks to GOD and to Cefar for compo- 
fing the breaches in his family, and_ fertling 
his fons in unity and peace: “ A bleffiing (fays 
“© he) which I fhall ever value incomparably 
“« above the glories of a crown, and which I 
«¢ fhall endeavour to preferve and improve ac~ 
<“ cordingly. It is to Cefarthat I fiand indebt- 
“¢ ed: for my dignity-and eftate, and to Cefar 
“ again, that I owe for the liberty and privi- 
“© lege of appointing my own fucceflor. Iris 
“© to him alfo, that Iam to pay my acknow- 
“ Jedgments, with this declaration, that I de- 
« fign them all three both for the fovereign- 
“ ty and fucceffion, if it may be agreeable to 


' €© the will of God and your good liking. The 


“ eldeft of them has the title of feniority, 
“¢ the other two may pretend to the dignity 
“ by their extraétion, and the command at 
“ laft is large enough. for all three. , 
* €6 As forthofe that Cefar hath united, and 
«“ the father fet up, you muft be fure to pay 
« them all due refpeét ; that is to fay, it muft 
“¢ be impartial, equal and juft, with .a regard 
“ toa precedency of birth-right; for the ad- 
«¢ yancing of one man before his time, will 
« not be near fo great an obligation upon him 
« hat is prefer’d, as an heart-breaking to the 
«< other that is poftpon’d. But now, for fear 
“ of evil counfel or example, (as there’s no 
<< danger like that of ill inftruments under a 
« man’s own roof) it fhall bemy’care to place 
«« wife and fobcr people about them; fuch as I 
“ can depend upon, and fuch as fhall be an- 
“‘ fwerable for their order and good agrec- 
< ment. : 
“© Now I do further expeét from thefe mi- 
“ nifters, as well as from the officers of my 
“ army, that for the prefent they fhall own no 
“ other mafter than myfelf; for itis not the 
“© government, but the honorary part of ic, 
« That I have tranfimittcd to my fons ; fo that 
“ they fhall have the pleafure of a kind of 
“ regency in the adminiftration, but the bur- 
«© den of it is to reft upon my fhoulders, and 
© the laft refule of matters, in the judgment 
« and determination of things, muft be my 
“© province even whether I will orno. If you 
 confider my age, the courfe of my life, or 
“ the picty of my manners; Iam not yer. fo 
“ far gone upon the firft point, but, according 
“ to the courfe of nature, I may be allow’d to 
“ live a great many years yct; neither have I 
“« done any thing tofhorten my life by intem- 
“ perate pleafures; and then for my duty to 
“ God, [have been fo truc to his holy wor- 
“ fhip, that I will not defpair of the blefling 


n 


a 
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eee he tS ae ee 
ee thoufand four hundred and twenty one pounds ten ounces and ten penny- 
and their value in filver amounted to ten thoufand two hundred and fixty five ps twelve fhillitgs and 
fix pence, andin gold to one hundred fixty four thoufand two hundred and fifty pounds Knglifh money. 


* Thirey Jewith talents weighed thr 
weights, 
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, of a longer time yet in this world, even in 
confideration of that .zeal and devotion. 
But if any of you fhall take upon him to ad- 
vance the fons, while I am yer living, in 
contempt of the father, let him expeét to be 
feverely punifh’d for it: not but thar I 
fhould be glad to have my children treated 
wich all due refpeét in the world; but 
young.men ate hot and praginatical, and 
.. “tis but throwing a temptation in their way 
to make them more meddling than becomes 
them. - People fhould do well to-confider 
before they make thefe applications; for it 
is'my part as men do well orill,'to fee 
them rewarded or punifh’d, and.I will not 
be wanting to that articleof my duty. The 
“ beft way willbe for fons and father to be 
‘ ali of a mind; for it is their intereft to Have 
me govern, and it is mine for thcri toagree 
among themfelves: rn 
& “* And now, my: dear children, (fays He- 
rod) confult in the firft place, that. natural 
affection which providence hath made com- 
mon even to beaftsiwith men, atid acquit 
yourfelves like dutiful children to your fa- 
ther.  Blefs Cefar in the next place for the 
good office of his mediation; and pray take 
“¢ it kindly from me, in the third place, that E 
¢ only defire what T have aright to command ; 
*¢ that is to fay, let me entreat you to live a- 
“© micably asbrethren. I fhall now take care 
“* to provide you fuch a trainand cquipage, as 
“ maybe fuitable to your quality. Be fure 


“© you live peaceably one with another, andI 


“© befeech God to keep me fteddy in the fame 
“ mind.” 

Wuewn hc had made an end of fpeaking, he 
embrae’d his children, and difcharg’d the mcet~ 
ing. Some malecontents went away mutter- 
ing, and ‘pretending that they could not hear 


/one word he had faid; pthers were difcanting 


upon this and that, and wifhing, upon the 
whole, that they might find him as good as 
his. word. 





Tue brothets were ftill divided among them~ The brothers 
felves, and fo jealous one of another, that are fill jea~ 


they were glad to part for fear of worfe. 
lexander and Ariftobulus took it heinoufly 
that Antipater fhould have the preference: 
Antipater on the other hand, was as much 
troubled that the other brothers fhould be al- 
low'd any fhare at all in the government. 
Now Antipater being a falfe man, 
malicious, and one that could keep his thoughts 
to himfelf, had a mortal hatred for the bro- 
thers, but made no fhew of it: whereas the 
other two, being frank and open, made a point 
of honour of it to difguife or diflemble: any 
thing. ‘Their cnemics in the mean time had 
inftruments every where at work, to make ad- 
vantage of words and difcourfes; fome, by 
provoking them to bold and dangerous liber- 
tics, others, to gain upon them by infinuations, 
under the mask of confidence and: friendthip ; 


A lons. 


clofe and Antipater’s 
claracter: 


infomuch that not a word camcout of Alex» [is clofe and 


andcr’s mouth, but what was prefently 


ry’d to Antipater, and from him to Herod 


care arciticial way 
of menage 
> by {pies und 


with additions and aggravations. There was informers. 


nothing foinnocent bur by interpretation it was 
made criminal; and wherefoever there was 
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the leait ground for a calumny, the molc-hill 
was made a mountain. : 
Anripaver all this while was never with- 
out his agents about Alexander, to pump things 
out of him; and one poffible circumftanee was 
enough to countenance a thoufand palpable im- 
pottures ; and fo one truth in a whole mafs of 
lies, was fufficient to make all the ftories 1n- 
vented and alledged againit him current. It 
Was remarkable again, that Antipater’s tools 
as well as himfcif, were all upon the reterve: 
whether this was a natural clofenefs, or that 
theirmouths were ttop’dwith moncy it matters 
not; but fo it was, that this man’s whole life 
was bur one mytftery of iniquity. Antipater, 
in fhort, fo order’d the matter, that Alexan- 
der’s friends, fervants, and acquaintance were 
allcorrupted, either by flatteries or rewards, 
into the betraying of him in whatfoever he faid 
or did. But Antipater’s matter-piece, after 
all, was this, inftead of declaring himfclt an 
open cnemy, he had his confidents at ‘hand to 
accufe the brothers; and ftill as any thing came 
in againft Alexander, he fecm’dto take hispart 
at firft, and yet, afterward, turn’d all againft 
him, with fuch fly, glancing intimations, that 
they made Herod ftark mad, in a full perfua- 
fion that the whole ftory of Alexander’s plot 
upon his life was true: neither did any thing 
give more creditto the calumny, than Antipa- 
ter’s artificial way of mincing the matter. 
Herop was mortally incens’d againtt the 
tivo brethers by thete practices of Antipater ; 
and juftas much as they loft in the good opi- 
nion of theking, Antipater got, and thofe that 
were tor the government fell in with him; 
fome of their own accord, others for fafhion 
fake; as Prolemy, the mott confiderable of his 
friends, the king’s brothers, and eficCtually 
the whole family ; for Antipater was all in 
all, and nothing went fo near Alexander’s 
heart, as to confider that this wickednefs was 
alrogether manag’d by the counfel and conduét 
of Antipater’s mother, who was worfe than a 
ftecp-mother, in the hatred fhe bare to the 
quecn’s children, Now tho’ great court was 
made to Antipater, with an eye to the credit 
he had with Herod; the order of the king him-~ 
felt went yet a great deal farther, in forbid- 
ding all people effeétually, upon their peril, 
to entertain any intercourfe with Alexander or 
nis brother, or to make any fort of application 
to cither of them. This interdiétion ftruck 
a dread, not only into the king’s houfhold, 
but to their friends abroad; tor Herod had 
priviledges conter’d upon him by Auguftus, 
that he never granted to any other: as the li- 
berty of fetching deferters out of other princes 
jurifdidtions, where he himfelf had nothing to 
do, Neither of the brothers at this time knew 
any thing of their fault; for Herod had not 
as yet exhibitcd any publick charge againft 
either of them, which made the danger fo 
much the greater, tor want of precaution how 
to defend themfelves, They colleéted the 
ftate of their own cafe however, from the cool. 
ing of the king’s kindnefs towards them, and 
their troubles confequently increas’d. 
Antrivater did his bufinefs the fame way 
roo, with his brother Pheroras and Salome his 
aunt, and talk’d as frecly to them againtt his 
brothers, as he could have done to his own 
wite. The feud was grown very high already, ! 
bat ic was mightily inflam’d by Glaphyra the | 


Boox L 





wite of Alexander; who, upon all occafions, Meanneg of 
would be vauntiug of the nobility of her ex- birth among 


traction, and fetting 
ther ladies in the kingdom. She faid the was 
defcended {rom T'hemenus, on the father’s 
fide, and from Darius the fon of Hyftafpes, cn 
the mother’s; refleéting at the fame time upon 
Herod’s wite and filter as upftarts, and treat- 
ing them, in fine, with all imaginable con+ 
tempt. Herod did not marry for qualiry, 
the faid, but for beauty. We have taken no~ 
tice already that Herod had feveral wives, and 
that he was pleas’d with polygamy, being al~ 
low’d by the Jewith law ; and they were all 
exafperated againft Alexander, for the pride 
and itomach of Glaphyra. 

AristTospuLus made Salome hiscnemy too, 
though ‘his mother-in-law; and fhe was fo, 
in truth, before, being piqu’d fufficiently at 
the outrageous haughtinefs of Glaphyra, who 
would be ftill cafting her in the teeth with 
the meannefs of her birth, and telling him, 
that his wife was only a private wo- 
man, but his brother Alexander had mar- 
ry’d a queen. The daughter of Salome car- 
ry’d the ftory prefently to her mother, with 
tears in her eyes, with another additional one 
of her contriving; namely, how Alexander 
and Ariftobulus had threaten’d all Herod’s 
wives, if cver they came to the crown, that 
they would make the mothers and the daugh- 
ters {pin for their living; and for the boys, 
they might ferve well enough, they cry’d, for 
parith-clerks; which was only a jeft upon 
them for their love of letters. This difcourfe 
put Salome infuch a rage, that the immcdiate- 
ly went and acquainted the king therewith 


up herfelf above all o- “ 


Crim: 
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ime, 
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9 the office ofs 


and for the credit of the accufation, it was tale-bearer. 


the evidence of a mother againft a fon-in-law. 
And there was yct another report befides, that 
ftung Herod more than all the reft. It was 
given out, that Alexander and Ariftobulus 
would be often bemoaning the miferable con 
dition of their mother, with fighs and groans, 
and curfing their father. It was fuggefted fur- 
ther, that, upon Herod’s dividing Mariamne’s 
wearing-cloaths among the réft of wives, the 
brothers would be foreboding ftill, that in 
fhort, inftead of royal robes, they would be ob- 
liged to wear mourning. 

Heron, upon thefe infinuations, knowing 
his fons to be bold and vigorous young men, 
was not without fome apprehenfion of violence 
from them; but unwilling however to force 
things beyond recovery: 1o that being upon 
the very point of going to Rome, he order’d 
his fons to be call’d; and betwixe the feverity 


of a king, and the tendernefs of a father, Hera a 
he gavethem good counfel, and advice to a- vic¢ to his 


grec among themfelvcs, and to love onc an- 
other; with the promife of an abfolute par- 
don for what they had done amifs, upon con- 
dition of their repentance and amendment. 
The anfwer they return’d was a flac denial 
of what they were charg’d with, which they 
undertook, to prove, not only falfe, but im- 
poflible, if they might be allow’d the hearing; 
giving their father to underftand, that fo long 
as his cars were open to tale-bearers, there 

would be no end of calumnies, 
Wuen the brothers had pacify’d Herod, 
and fet their own hearts at reft from any fur- 
ther apprehenfion of danger, they fell into 
new anxictics for the future. Pheroras and Sa- 
lome, 


fons. 
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“no hope of Herod, (he faid) a wicked old 
man, that had his hair dy’d like a iop to 
make him look young: the refpeét you pay 
to him, (fays he) belongs to mc, that am 
to be his fucceffor to the kingdom, and he 
cannot hinder it. I fhall have it in my pow- 
er then; (fays he) to revenge myfelf of my 
enemics, and to reward my friends, your- 
“ felyes in the firft place.” The informers 
added this further, thar’ the great minifters 
and officers were all for Alexander in their 
hearts, and manag’d their matters in their pri- 
vate mectings and cabals. 

Tuts was fuch a thunder-bolt to Herod, pyovod at 4d 
that he durft not be too quick in publifhing igen see 
the very. difcovery; but his tale-bearers and on it. 
agents were at work night and day, to {py up 
and down in all families and places what was 
faidand done; and it was certain death to be 
but fo much as fufpeéted. ‘There was nothing pis outra- 
to be heard of in this part of Herod’s hiftory, geons crucl- 
but cruelty and injuftice. Every difguft made ty and in- 
way fora calumny, and that calumny was made ice. 

? \ 

a mortal crime; for Herod did but cxecute 
the malice that other people put in his head: 
no witnefs fo infamous, no impofture fo grofs 
and ridiculous, but it found credit, and the 
punifhment was fo quick, that it fcarce waited 
for the offence, but the accufed and the accu- 
fer went off together for Herod reckoned all 
formalities of law to be but foolcries, where 
the life of a prince was in danger. 

Nay, he was now diftemper’d to fuch a de- 
grec of outrage, that ic was not enough for a 
man to be innocent, or to efcape an accufation, 
but his very friends far’d the worft of all o- 
thers: fomé he banifh’d the kingdom, and 
where he could not exercife his power, he 
wteak’d his fpite upon them in foul words. 
But Antipatcr was the fource of all this mil Ancipates 
rus, to whom Herod had given her in marri-| chief, ahd, betwixt himfelf and his crew of thefource of 
age, aftcr her former husband was put to death | fricnds, there was nothing omitted to enflame all. 
for adultery. And Salome did not come off | the accufation. Nay, he had fo trighted the 
without an accufation neither; for her brother | king with a parcel of idle foolifh ftories, that 
Pheroras laid it to her charge, that fhe had } he tancy’d Alexander fill before him with a 
been treating a match with Sylleus, governor fword drawn to deitroy him. Inthis dteadhe 
of Arabia under king Obodas, the bitrereft caufed him immediately to be taken up, and Alexander | 
encmy that Herod had in the world. Salome ] bound, and fo proceeded to the tormenting of taken up, and 


q ; { his friends 
Pheroras and Was found guilty of every article that her bro- 


his friends. Many of them dy’d mute, and sae 
Salome found ther Pheroras charg’d upon her; but Herod | facrific’d their lives to a good confcience. O= Some ttand 
uilty, but however pardon’d them both. 


f therschat had not refolution cnough to endure mute, orherd 
nates pare Tue ftorm of the faction fell now wholly | the torment, patch’d up a lic, and broughit che tell a lie, to 
a upon the head of Alexander: as for inftance : 


both. two brothers into 2 plot upon the life of the Jc 
there were three cunuchs in the houfe, that | king: that plot to be put in execution one day 
were allin the good graces of the king, and 

well known by the offices they had in the fami- 


as they were a hinting, and they themfelves 
in the mean time to fly to Rome. This was 4 

ly; thatistofay, acup-bearer, afewcr, and a 

valet de chambre: one of them to fill his ma- 


very improbable ttory ; but the invention pafs’d 
fter’s wine, the fecond to provide his fupper, 


and the third to put him to bed, and fupply 


upon this pinch, for want of a better; for He- 
rod did not only believe it, bur made ufe of 
the office of a bed-fcllow. Now thefe were 
Alexander’s creatures, as far as flattcrics and 


it in his own juttification for committing his 
rewards could make them. This bein fug- 


fon to prifon: . a 

Heron being now under the ode of 
Threecourt gefted to Herod, he caufed them immediately 
ofcers put tq be put to the torture; when out came the 


fo incurable and implacable a jealouly, Alex 
ander troubled hishead no longer with the un- 
profitable way of argument and excufe in his 

t te 7 . ¥ . = 

oa whole .bulinefs, the praétice, the promife, and 

conte Alege the inftrument ; together with Alexandeyr’s 


own defence ; but bethinking himfelf of ano- 
ther expedient, he refolv’d lor the future to 

‘uder’spart way of impofing upon them. ‘ ‘There was 

oF the tory. . 


Pheroras and Jome, they knew very well, were their dead- 
Salome ee ly enemics, and two perfons harfh cnough, 
iy tyothers, #d ‘very conlidcrable: Pheroras efpecially ; 
Pheroras for he did as good as fhare with Herod in all 
highly ob- the regalitics of the government, faving only 
lig'd to He- the crown itfelf. His own proper anndal-rc- 
rods venue. amounted to an hundred * talents; be~ 
fides the profit of all the lands beyond Jor- 

dan, which he enjoy’d by the bounty of He- 

tod; at whoft requeft, Cefar was prevail’d 

with to make him a tetrarch. Herod honour’d 

him alfo with a royal match; beftowing upon 

him his wife’s fifter in-marriage, and after her 

death, he offer’d hinr his eldett daughter with 
three’hundred + talents for her portion. But 

Pheroras was fo captivated with a paffion tor 

a perfon of ignoble birth, that he declin’d the 

propofal. Herod took this in fuch indignati- 

on, that he gave her tothe fori of his brother; 

who was afterwards flain by ‘the Parthians. 

He was highly incens’d for the prefent ; bur, 

upon fecond thoughts, he imputed the refufal 

to the violence of his paffion, and fo pardon’d 

: his folly. ; 

Areportthat ‘Tere had been a rumour, it fecms, of a 
ee had Jong ftanding, that Pheroras had a defign, 
pene even in the life of Mariamne, to poifon his 
Teohiee: brother. This was a time fo favourable to 
Herod ftart- {pies and informers, that Herod, tho’ one of 
fed ati, q the kindett of brothers, was yet ftartled at the 
vee réport ; tho’ he could not alrogether believe 
the queltion Jt. There were a great many feized upon fu- 
upon it, fpicion, and feveral put to the queftion; pafling 
tom onc to another, till they came at laft co 

the friends of Pheroras. They confefs’d no- 

thing of the poifon; but Pheroras, they faid, 

had fome thoughts of ftealing privately away 

with his miftrefs into Parthia ; and that Cofto- 

barus, Salome’s fecond husband, was privy to 

the purpofe and defign. It was this Coitoba- 
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fay as they faid, and by confefling himfel’ 


* Anhundred Jewith talents (as has been before obferved) weighed eleven thoufand four bunelnee and fix pean 

and three ounces, “and their valuein filver amounted to thirty four thoufind two hundred abe cialtee pounds fif- 

: teen fhillings, and in gold to five hundred forty feven thoufand and five hundred pounds Yong if, moneys a 
+ Chree hundred talents weighed thirty four thonfind two hundred and eighteen pounds and nine ounces, # 


theiy value in filver amounted to one hundred two thoufind fix hundred and iifty fix pounds and five shillings, and 


‘du gold to one million fix hundred forty two thoufand and five hundred Re our moncy. sue 
ot p 4 








demnation. So thathe drew up four papers, 
owning himfelf a confederate againtt the lite of 
his facher, with the names of divers of the 
c. confpirarors; but Pheroras and Salome in the 
firit place; charging Salome with the impu- 
‘ dence of forcing herfelf into his bed one night, 
whether he would or no. ‘Thefe papers being 
in Herod’s hands, and a world of bloody re- 
fAlections in them upon feveral of the nobility. 
it fo fell out by providence, thac Archelaus in 
this very nick of time came into Judea, under 
no fmall concern for the fafety of his fon-in- 
law and daughter, and with a defign to ferve 
them all he could. And he did it effectually , 
fcrit was his conduét and addrefs, thar, in 
{ome degree, brought Hered to his wits again. 
Uren their coming together, Archelaus 
broke out into an outrage of paflionate cxcla- 
mraticns, ‘* Why where’s this execrable fon 
‘- of mine? (jays he) why does he not fhew 
‘ his parricidal treacherous head, that J may 
tear him to pieces with my own fingers, 
‘ and provide 2 new husband, and a better 
‘man, for my daughter? But alas! fhe is 
*‘ tainted with the memory of the relation 
fhe had to this wretch, and confequently 
fic for no body, though as innocent as fhe 
* wasbern of his practices and counfels. But 
‘ the greateit miracle of all, as it appears to 
mehere, is your patience, in fparing the life 
of a conipirator to the hazard of your own. 
* Litcle did I think, when I made fuch hatte 
eut of Cappadocia, tohave found Alexander 
yet alive; fo that my bufincfs was rather to 
have had teme difcourfe with you about my 
daughter, whom I parted with to this wic- 
ked main, only out of arefpect-to your dig- 
nity. But as the cafe itands at prefent, 
fomewhat may be faid upon beth accounts. 
Now you are too much a father, and per- 
haps too much a man too, to punifh a rebel- 
‘ lious treacherous fon ashe deferves,; wherc- 
© fore let us only change hands, and leave it 
tome to do right upon your fon, as I fhall 
recommend to your gencrofity the care of 
my daughter.” 
Tis difcourfe of Archclaus, as it put He- 
rodin a better humour toward Alexander, fo 
it fet him yet more and morc againft Pheroras, 
torthis was the chief argument of the four pa- 
pers which Herod gave him to read; and fo 
trom beginning to end they perufed them quitc 
thorough from one article to another. Arche- 
Jaus Was now mattcr of an opportunity to his 
own with, and intinuated himfclf by little and 
little into the merits of the caufe, laying the 
idame upon the ringleaders, as they werc 
marked out in the papers, and chiefly upon 
Pheroras, Archelaus, finding by this time that 
he had gain’d fome credit with the king, made 
advantage of the occafion, and fo took another 
biats. . 
“Ty my opinion (fays he) your fon is in 
more danger of being undone by a faétion, 
than you are in of being deftroy’d by a fon. 
Why Alexander muftbe a downright mad- 
man, to enter into any fuch vile practices of 
his own head. He does ina manner divide 
the government sca with his father; 
and a fair pretence he has likewife to the 
{ucceflion: and what would he more, if it 
were not for the importunicy of fome vio- 
lent fpirits at hand to debauch and feduce 
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cuilrv, toinvelye his enemies in the fame con- “ him? Youth, alas! is rafh and flippery, and 


“¢ eafily impos’d upon by ill company andcor- 
rapt counfels, tor want of conlidcration 
and experience. Now there are a fort of 
inftruments, that neither young nor old are 
* ablerco refitt: fuch a cabal of makcbatcs and 
incendiaries, that, wherever they appear, 
men, familics, and whole kingdoms, fall 
before them.” 
Herop began now to be of Archclaus’s 
opinion, and to think more favourably of A- 
lexander, and worfe of Pheroras than he had. 
donc; this being the argument of the four pa- 
pers. When Pheroras came to find Herod in 
a morc tractable temper than ufual, and that 
Archelaus was the man that he moft depended 
upon, he fet a bold face upon it; and with a 
fhamelefs impudence, to fupply all other de- 
teéts, he quicted Alexander, and betook +him- 
felfto Archclaus s who told him plainly, how 
impoffible a thing it was for him ever to come 
off trom an accufation fo manifeftly prov’d a- 
gainft him; for the fun was not clearer chan. 
the evidence of his being in acontpiracy againit 
the lite of his brother: befide that the ruin of 
Alexander was alfo of his contrivance. * Now 4 hel 
ie . ’ eo Archelans 
(fays Archclaus) why cannot you give over given Phere 
this way of fhuffling and outtacing things, ras good ad- 
and rather make a trank con{effion of what vice. 
your very foul knows you to be guilty of ? 
your brether has a natural tendernefs for 
you, and I am perfuaded he might be pre- 
vai’d upon for your pardon. If you like 
the propofal, make the experiment, and you 
may be fure of my help to do you the beft 
oifices I can.” 
Ueon fecond thoughts, Pheroras concciv’d - 
it moft advifable to follow the dircétions of 
Archclaus; and fo, in arueful mourning drefs, pheroras 
and wich a difmal and fad countenance, on pur- humbles him- 
pofe tomove compaffion, he went and caft him- felt, confefles, 
felf at Herod’s feet, made his confeffion, and ae Nees a 
) ~ 7 . ecrads par 4 
begg’d forgivencfs; acknowledging all the gon. 
faults he was charg’d with, but at the fame 
time cafting them all upon the tranfport of a 
foolifh paffion he had for a woman, that had 
diftracted his rcafon, fo that he knew not what 
he faid or did. So foon as Phcroras had given 
this evidence againit himfelf, Archclaus’s next 
work was to qualify mattcrs with Herod, and 
to bring him into a more converfable humour. 
“ Well! (fays Archelaus) this is a very ill 
“¢ thing from fo neara relation, and yet I my- 
‘© felf have fuffer’d a great deal more irom a 
“¢ brother than this comes to: but in that 
“© cafe I thought ic prudence to facrifice my 
revenge to anatural aflection and duty.. It 
isin kingdoms as itis in bodies; when an 
ill humour falls down into any onc part, ’tis 
morc adyifable to try remedics, than to cut 
it off.” 
With thefe and the like arguments, Arche- 
Jaus had now fweeten’d Herod toward Phcro- 
ras,but he ftill created Alexander, in femblance 
at lcaft, with reproachcs and menaces; and, in 
conclufion, ‘* he would c’en take away his 
“¢ daughter, (he faid) without any more ado.” 
This fecming ficrcenefs of Archelaus wrought 
fo fenfibly upon the fpiric of Herod, that he 
became an advocate for his fon upon it, and prerod he- 
made it his fuit to Archelaus not to make void comes an 3+ 
the marriage. His anfwer was, “ That, out of vocate for 
“¢ the reverence he had for the righes of alli- Mexende: 
*¢ ance, he was content to leave his daughter 
& ab. 
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“© abfolutely at Herod’s difpofal, provided on- 
“ ly that he ihould not give her to Alexan- 
« der” (But this was all counterfeit and 
difguife.) Herod was for the continuing of 
the young couple together. ‘ ‘They had chil- 
<< dren, (he faid) and fo great a kindnefs one 
“ for the other that ic would be death to part 
“ them. If the ftays, (fays Herod) we'll have 
“an aét of oblivion: if fhe gocs away, the 
“ cafe is defperate; for there’s nothing puts 
“ relations in better order than the comtort of 
“a family converfation.”” This deliberation 
Archelaus = Was {carce over, but Archelaus went out: he 
prings Alex- came back again in a trice, and brought in A- 
mir tohis  Jexarder along with him, whom he prefently. 
Ie reconciled to his father. Archelaus was much. 
of opinion for Herod’s going to Rome, ‘with; 
an account to Cefar of all the late tranfactions 5 
for, fays he, I have written at large already, 
upon this fubject. 

Turs was a crafty and.a healing counfel of: 
Archelaus’s, to deliver his fon from danger, 
and at the fame time-to celebrate the feftival of 
the reconciliation, with all inftances of huma- 
nity and refpeét, | Archelaus was now upon his 
departure, and Herod madc him a prefent of 

Herod’s mag- feventy * talents, a throne fet with precious 
nee ie ftones, with a train of eunuchs, and a concu- 
eusathis Dine call’d Pannychis. All the king’s great 
departure. minifters, friends and relations, were likewife 
treated by Herod’s exprefs order with rich 
prefents, cvery manin his proportion; Herod 
himfelf and his nobility conduéting Archclaus 

on his way as far as Antioch, 

Tuere came aperfoninto Judea not long af- 
ter this, a man ‘of policy, that out-did Arche- 
laus himfelf, one that did not only overthrow 
the projeét of Alexander’s reconciliation to his 

Burycles, @ father; but fo order’d the matter, that he 
eae brought Alexander himfelfto his end. His 
brings Alex- Name was Eurycles; a native of Lacedemon 5 
‘ander to his corrupted by the love of money into an affec~ 
sad. tation of power, and fo lavifh in his expences. 
that the revenue of a prince would not anfwer 
his profufions. He made Herod feveral pre- 
fents of great value, that look’d like baits to 
draw on more; for Herod fent him greater 
prefently in return. He fet little value upon 
any bounty that was not the price of royal 
{Ie infinuates blood: fo that he made his way to Herod’s 
eee 4 Rood graces; one while, by craity cnfnaring 
graced $8004 Gifcourfes, and another while, by the grofleft 
of hyperbolical flatterics; till in the cnd he 
ot fo perfeét a meafure of the king’s weak 
Fae and humour, that whatever he faid or did 
was allto Herod’s liking. By this parafitical 
way of complaifance, he made himielf a very 
confiderable intereft at court; befide that be- 
ing a Sparcan, Herod and all his favourites 
had an honour for his country, as well as for 

his perfon. 

Wuen Eurycles came to difcover the weak- 
nefles of the family, with the factions and di- 
vifions of the children, and tofee how Herod 
ftood aflc&ted to them in particular, he took up 
his lodging with Antipater ; and pretending a 
wonderful kindnefato Alexander, told him a 
long tale-of his friend Archclaus, and: what a 
greatnefs had ever been betwixt them; which 
was as good as a letter of recommendation to 


aan Oana 
. » Seventy Jewih talents weighed feven thonfind nine hundred eighty four pounds four ounces and ten penny- 
weights, «aid ‘their value in filver amounted to twenty three thoutind nine hundred fifty three pounds two fhillings 


and fix pence, andin gold to three hundred cighty three rhoufind two hundred and fifey pounds Englifh nen ‘ 
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Alexander, who not only fwallow’d it him- 
felf, but poficfs’d his peerier Ariftobulus alfo 
with the belief of the fame ftory. When Enu- 
.tycles had founded all the people he had to do 
withal, he puton feveral fhapesand forms, and 
went feveral ways to work as the cafe required : 





















“ Antipater) how you, who are theeldeftfon, 


and next heir to the crown, can fuffer your- 
{elf to be impos’d upon by pretenders to 
your right!’ And then to Alexander. 
How can you (fays he) that are both the’ fon 
andthe husband of a great princefs, endure 
to fee the fon of a private woman interpofe 
betwixt you and the crown; efpecially ha- 
e, Ying fach’a friend to fecond you as Arche- 

laus?” All this went down now with ‘the 
young man, as proceeding from a good and 
faithful intention, upon the credit of his pro- 
fefling a friendihip for Archelaus. Alexander 
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Antipater. “It is no wonder (fays he) for 
. Herod, that took away the life of the mo- 
a ther, to take away the kingdom from the 
fon.” _Eurycles at the hearing of this, blet- 
fed himfelf at the barbarity of the practice ; 
and, with a countenance of pity, and condol- 
ing, he engag’d Ariftobulus likewife in the dif- 
courfe, and confequently hamper’d him in the 
fame fnare. When Eurycles had pump’d: out 
matter enough againft thern-both, he carrics 
the ftory to Antipater, with fome additional 
circumftances to it of -his ‘own making; as if 
the confpiracy were juft upon the point of ex- 
ecution, and the king’slife every moment more 
and more in danger. Antipater made Eury- 
cles a prefent of a vaft fum of money for this 
fervice, and his good word to his father over 
and above. And fo having laid a plot to ef- 
feét the death of Alexander and Ariftobulus, 
Eurycles offer’d himfelf for an evidence againft 
the twobrothers, a 

Euryeres. went how to Herod, with thi 
fpeech in his mouth: : , 

*¢ I am here comein gratitude, ({fays he) to 
“© acknowledge all your favours, and to give 
** you your very life in requita]. It is now a 
*¢ long timethat your death has been refolv’d 
‘upon; infomuch that Alexander had a 
¢¢ drawn {word in his hand once, with a full 
*¢ determination to have done the deed. And 
“ Jct me tell you, fir, this horrid wickcdncfs 
* had beencompleated, if I had not put a re- 
“ fpite to the difpatch by fecming to approve 
** of the thing, and_oftering myfclf to join 
“ in the exploit, What! ties Alexander, 
*€ cannot Herod content himfelf with the u- 
“‘ furpation of a kingdom, the death of my 
* mother, and the tearing of the government 
“© to pieces, without declaring thar pitiful 
* wretch Antipater his fucecflor, to the fcan- 
© dal of all crowned heads? but it belongs to 
“ me to do juftice to the ghofts of Hyrcanus 
© and Mariamne; neither would it be congru- 
* ous that the government fhould defcend | 
*€ from fuch a father to fuch a fon without 





his bufinetfs bei ai ipa 

me ets being upon the main, to get Antipd= His main bu- 

ter’s money, and to betray Alexander, “ "Tis finefsis ro get 
an admirable thing to me ({ays Eurycles to Antipater’s 


was fo far. from diftrufting any thing, that he Alexander 
took Eurycles into a clofer ‘confidence, and makes Bury- 


open’d his very heart to ‘him in che matter of oo ne oe 
ACH. 


579 





A falte and 
teandalows 
ftory of A- 
leyxander. 








Jecuntus 
and Tyran- 
mus pet to 
the rorture. 


FLAVIUS JOSEPHUS of 


“ blood. There’s not a day patles over my 
“ head without frefh arguments and provoca- 
“ tions, to confirm me in my purpofe ; chere’s 
not a Word pafles my lips but it is made a 
fnare tome. Drop but one fyllable upon 
the fubjeét of honourable families and ¢x- 
traction, and Herod caftsitin my teeth as an 
affront that ftruck at him. No no, fays he, 
Alexander is the only manof honour, 1 war- 
rant you, and his father no betcer than a 
feoundrel. When I ama hunting with him, 
if I gay nothing, why do not you talk, he 
cries 3 or if I calk, why dol not hold my 
tonguc? Nay, I cannot fo much as com- 
mend him, but he callsic picking of thanks. 
I can do nothing, in fine, to his liking 5; and 
itis only Antipater that has che good tor- 
tune to pleafe him. So that (fays Alexan- 
der) if this plot fhould mifcarry, I had ra- 
ther be in my grave than ourlive the difaf- 
ter: ificiucceeds, I can catily get off to my 
father-in-law, and thence to Cedar, who 
knows but little, alas! of this hiftory, or 
ef che temper of Herod. I thall not now 
ftand trembling when I come to Reme, as 
tormerly, under the awe of a fevere father; 
who was then prefent: nor fhall I much in- 
iit upon private injurics done ro myfelt, but 
rather turn my difcourfe to publick gricv- 
ances ; as horrible corruptions and_oppre{- 
fions, and the fquandering away of unmer- 
citul impotitions in luxury and pleature. I 
fhall fhew which way they went, into what 
hands ; the mifcrable flavery of the citics, 
and the true reafons of it: and to conclude, 
Iihal] deliver fucha hiftory of the death ot 
my grandfather Hyrcanus, and my mother 
Mariamne; and make fuch a difcovery of 
the wickednefs of that prince, that no man 
living, after thefe neceflary truths, fhall e- 
“ ver rake me fora murderer of my tather,” 
Wuew Eurycles had finith’d this invective 
againft Alexander, he turn’d the remainder of 
his difcourfe into a panegyrick to the honour 
or Antipater; the only fon, he faid, that tru- 
ly lov’ lis rather. and put a fcatonable ftop 
to the progrels of thedefign. The king being 
ftill !gbouring under his tormer jealoulics, 
broke out upon this hint into the impatience or 
amott intolerable rage; and it was now Anti- 
pater’s time and matterpiece, tointlame hisex- 
travaguirce, by trumping up ncw mattcr, and 
witnciies againgt the brothers. ‘The evidence 
was this: That Alexander and Ariftobulus 
eld a private correfpondence with Jucundus 
and Tyrannus, two horic-officcrs, that tor 
fome mifdemeanour were difcharg’d of their 
command. ‘This information put Herod into 
fuch a fusy, that he order’d them immediate- 
ly to rhe torture. Bur they knew noching, 
they faid, of the martcr in queftion; only 
there was a certain letter, it fecms, fent trom 
Alexander, as to the governour of Alcx- 
andrica 5 defiring him to receive himiclt 
and Ariftebulus into the caftle, in cafe of their 
father’s death ; and to furnifh them both with 
arms and orher neceflarics, if fuch a thing 
fhould happen. Alexander charg’d this Ict- 
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h forgery efter as a forgery of Diophantus ; a. bold man, 


Diophantus. 


and wondertully dextcrous at counterteiting 


hands 3 and befide all this, he was the king’s 
fecretary. And it is to be noted, that he was 
at lait put to death for forgery. The gover- 
nor of the caftle was alto torcar’d 3; and there 
was nothing gotten out of him neither. ‘Fhe 
fons were clicctually quitted: but for Kury- 
cles, chat peft of mankind, and the projector 
of this whole mifchief, how was he celebrat= 
ed by Herod, tor his triend and preferver, and 
complimented at laft with a preient of filty * 
talentsfor his pains! ‘This abandon’d wretch, 
before Archclaus could have any certainty of 
the imprifonment of the two brothers, mace 
a journcy to him by itealeh, and had the fucc 
co tell Archelaus, from whom he received 2% 
ample reward tor his pretended fervices, that 
all was well betwixt Herod and Alexander, 
and that he himielf had made them friends. 
From thence he went into Achaia with his 
treafure ; where he fpent it us lewdly as he 
got it. Inthe end, he was arraign’d by Ce- 
jar, tor {editious practices, broils, and oppref- 
fons. He was in the conclufion banith’d ; 
and this was the puniihmenc he fuffer’d for his 
Villainous practices againft Alexander and A- 
riitobulus. 

Ir may do well enoughin this place to op- 
pole Evaratus of Coos, in the contrary cx- 
treme to Eurycles the Spartan. He was much 
a friend of Alexander’s, and in Herod’s court 
at the fame time when Eurycles was there. 
The king put him to it very ftriétly, what crc+ 
dit he gave to that report of the confpiracy, 
and to the accufations that were given out up- 
on it. Evaratus declar’d upon his oath, that 
he never knew the young men guilty of any 
thing like it, But the miferable ‘prifoncrs 
were never the berrer for it; for Herod’s cars 
were only open to the calumnics, and people 
were more or Icis in his favour, according to 
the degree of being more or Icfs infamous; 
and there was no other way to pleafe him bat 
by faying, doing, and believing, as he did. 

SaALomE in the mean time was a terrible in- 


cendiary to Herod againit his fons, for the fe- 
Arittobulus gave her acau- , 


curing of herfel{. 
tion, both asa mother-in-law and as an aunt, 
to have a care of herfelf; intimating that the 
was in as much danger from Herod now,as anv 
body elfe, lying under a fecond charge forthe 
fame crime ihe was accufed of before; that is 
to fay, that fc had contraéted a league with 
Sylleus the Arabian, with a defign to marry 
him, though fhe knew him tobe the king's c- 
nemy; and that fhe gave him a {ceree acccent, 
from time to time, ot the king’s counfels, A- 
riftobulus gave her this warning, on purpofe tw 
involve her in the fame common fate with his 
brother and himfelf, but ic tell out unhappily, 
tor this was the rock they fplit upon, and the 
very tempeit thac funk them both. [for Sa- 
Jome in that moment went to the king, and 
told him what Ariftobulus had donc, which 
tranfportcd him to thar degree of an impetu- 
ous rage, that he caus’d the brothers to be im- 
mediately taken apart, and laid in chains. 
Herop, in this heat, fent Volumnius, aco- 
loncl of horfe, and Olympus, onc of his par- 
ticular friends, to Cefar, with copics of the 
procecdings. Upon their arrival at Rome they 





* Fifty Jewifh talents weighed five thoufand feven hundred and three pounds one ounce and ten pennyweights, 
and their valucin filver amotnted to feventeen thoufand one hundred and nine pounds feven shiliings and fix pence, 
and in gold to two hundred feventy three thoufand feven hundred and fifty pounds Englifh money 
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deliver’d their letters, ‘and Cefar was in great 
trouble for the young men upon the reading 
of them; but he was tender however of ex- 
erting his civil power, to the prejudice of the 
natural power of a father over his children; 
fo that he return’d Herod an anfwer -to this 
effect. “¢ That he was mafter of himfelf, and 
** of thofe that belong’d to him.” Bur Cefar 
however thought it advifable for Herod to 
call an affembly of his friends and relations, 
and the governors of the province, to enquire 


into the confpiracy ; and fo proceed to exe-_ 


cate vindictive juftice, upon thofe that fhould 
be found guilty of malice prepenfe: but if up- 
on examination of: the cafe, there appeared no 


more than a thought of withdrawing, -or fly-_ 


ing, a lefs fevere -punifhment than death, he 
thought, might ferve the turn. , 
Tue emperor had marked out Berytus for 
the place of mecting; and Herod, in confor- 
mity to Cefar’s direétion, call’d a council there. 
The -prefidents were of Cefar’s appointment 
in writing ; Saturninus and Pedanius, embai- 


fadors, with Volumnius the governor of the. 


Province; the friends and relations of-Herod, 
not omitting Salome and Pheroras: and after 
thefe, the principal-men of Syria, king * Ar- 
chelaus only excepted 5 for Herod had a jea- 
loufy of him, being the father-in-law of Alcx- 
ander. The council was againft bringing the 
fonsinto court, and prudentially enough too ; 
for the very fight of them would have endan- 
ger’d the moving of a troublefome compaffion ; 
and then if they had been heard tofpeak for 
themfelves, Alexander would with great eafe 
have-baffledall their objections: fo that they 
were'rather kept under cuftody at a diftance, 
in Platanc, a village of Sidonia. aa te 
Wuen the king ftood up to fpeak, he be- 
hav’d himfelf paflionately, and vented his dif- 
pleafure againft his fons, as if they had been 
prefent. When he was upon the fubject of 
the confpiracy, his voice was low and faint, 
and he did not care for bearing too hard upon 
that topick, becaufe his proofs were weak 5 
but when he came to recite malicious expre{- 
fions, indignitics, injuries, and difobediences 
committed againft himfelf, his voice was heard 
all over the court; giving the affembly to un- 
derftand that thofe reproaches were worfe to 
him than death:- and finally, when he faw 


And meeting that all pafs’d without -contradiction, he only 


with ne con- 


tradiction, 
he bids the 
court pro- 
ceed toa fen- 
tence, 


A fentence 
of death  paft 
upon them, 


lamented the mifery of his condition in the 
gaining of fo ruinous a victory; and upon 
this, ordcr’d the court to proceed toa fen- 
tence. 
Sarurninus gave his opinion firft, that 
they deferv’d to be punifh’d, but not with 
death: for it would not look well, having 
three fons prefent in the aflembly, to pafs a fen- 
tence upon thofe that were abfent. The two 
legates were of the fame mind, and fo were o- 
thers that came after. The firft man that gave 
fentence of death was Volumnius, and others 
follow’d him as they were influenc’d by the 
paffions and intereft of Herod; but not a man 
of them out of any ill-will to the prifoners. 
Judea and Syria was all in dread and fuf- 
pence, what would be the iffue of this tra- 
gical affair; though at the fame time no body 
thought that Herod could ever be. fo cruel and 


“unrelenting, as to murder his own children. 


But he had yet fo little tendernefs_of nature, 
as to fend his fons to T'yre in chains, and 




















thence by fea to Cefarea; deliberating in the 


mean time what death,to put them to. 

_in the meantime, one Tyro, an old foldier 
of the king’s, and.a great lover of the young. 
Princes, came-up: he: had a fontoo that was 
much in favour with Alexander. This T'yro 
ina horror of indignation for what Herod was 
a doing, went -about like a madman,,. ‘raving 


TE 


and crying out, that juftice was tramp= The gene- 
led upon, truth is loft, and that nothing but rous bravery 


Villany and iniquity prevail’d.in the world; 
and that. there was no fuch thing as humanity 
and natural affection uponthe face of thecarth. 


like a man weary of his.life. Nay, he had 
the courage at laftto advance to the king him- 
felf. “© Of all men living (fays he to Herod) 
“you yourfelf are certainly the moft -mifer- 


“able; a man given over to-the judgment of 


“ believing the talfeft.and the worft of people, 
“© to the prejudice of the bett friends -youhave. 
“* As for inftance: there is Salome and Phero- 


“yas, two: perfons “whom you yourfelf have. 


“* feveral times judg’d worthy of death; and 
** yet thefe are the people, upon whofe teifti- 
‘¢ mony you are ‘about to take away the lives 
“€ of your fons. You never confider what an 
“° eafe it will be to Antipater, when the right 
‘© heirs are removed, and you two left alone ; 
“* for their bufinefs is. to have a king they may 
“€ govern asthey pleafe. But let him have a 
** care then of the foldiers too; for if they 
“come: to take fire at this butchery, who 
‘* knows how far it may go? for there’s not 
*€ afoul but pities the brothers, and men of 
“¢ quality are highly difpleas’d to fee how 
“ things are manag’d.” 'T’yro, upon this oc~ 
cafion, named feveral of the malccontents ; 
which in the fame minute were taken up by 
Herod’s order, together with Tyro and his fon. 


of Tyra, a 
common fol- 
dier in favour 
of the bro- 


Atthis rate he went on, raging and exclaiming thers. 


_ ‘THERE was one Tryphon by atthat time, a Tryphon the 
perfon fomewhat diferder’d in his fenfes,and the king’s barber 


king’s barber: this man came forth to fliew him- 
felf to the company, and fofet up for a-witnefs. 
“ ‘That fame T’yro (fays he to Herod) offer’d 
‘© mea confiderable reward in the name of A. 
“ lexander, if I would but' undertake to cut 
** your throat in the fhaving.”” Upom this in- 
formation, Tyro and his fon, and the barber, 
were prefently order’d to be put to the quef- 
tion. T'yro and his fon deny’d all, and the 
barber was wholly filent; whereupon Herod 
commanded ‘T'yro’s torments to be encreas’d, 
when his fon out: of pure tendernefs_and pity 
to his father, promis’d the king a difcovery of 
the whole tranfaction if he might have his par-~ 
don. ‘Upon this, he was taken off the tor= 
ture, and then declar’d that his father was put 
upon it by Alexander to kill'the king. This 
was taken by fome only for a fhift in the boy 
to get his father deliver’d from torture ; there 
were others again that gave more credit to it. 

Heron, after this, made a bitter fpeéch a- 
gainft fome great officers of the army, toge= 
ther with Tyro; which fo exafperated the 
common people, thatthey fell upon thefe offi- 
cers, Tyro and the barber, with ftones and 
cudgels, ahd put them all. to death. As for 
the fons, that were now at Sebafte, not far 


fets up for an 
evidence ay 
gainit them. 


from Cefarea, Herod caufed them to.be ftrang- The fons 


led, and the dead bodies. to be carried after- 


lexander, the mother’s uncle. This was the 


end of Ariftobulus and ‘Alexander. ~ 
7F CHAP. 


: : ftrangled a2 
wards to Alexandrion, and laid there by A- Sebafte. 
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CHAP. XVIII. 


Antipater in a plot azainft bis father. . The chil- 
ie of ‘Alena and Ariftobulus. Herod?s 
plaufible pretence of picty and good-nature.. He 
calls a coungjl, and propounds convenient alli- 
ances, Autipater prevails with Herod to uudo 
what be had done. The cafe of Salome and Syl- 
deus. The infolence of Antipater. A court ca- 
bal of women. Salome inforuis the king of it. 
Foul pradiees charg’d upon ber. Antipater 
forbidden the converfation of Pheroras or bis 
sife. Hered fends Antipater to Rome, and bis 
jaft wid! along with him; declaring dAutipater 
bis next fuccefor, and bis fon Herod by Mari- 
anne next after bin. . Sylleus takes -anorber 
journey to Rome, to ng his old caufe with Anti- 
pater ezer ALAIN. rraptios and fubornation 
prov'd agaiuft Sylleus, with @ defign upon the 
life of Flercd. 


NTIPATER by this time reckon’d 
himfelf fure of the kingdom; but ne+ 

ver was any man fo univerfally hated by the 
people; for they well enough underftood the 
Antipsterin Whole fcheme of this wickednefs to be of his 
acontpirecy contrivance. But he was as uneafy on the one 
eerie hand, as he thought himfelf unfate on the o- 
feneeee ther, for tear the children of the flaughter’d 
brothers fhould rife up to revenge the death of 

their farhers. Alexander had by Shee 

two fons; Tigranes and Alexander: -Arifto- 

bulus bad likewife by Berenice, the daughter 

of Salome, Herod, Agrippa, and Ariftobulus; 

and two daughters, Herodias and Mariamne. 

Glaphyra was now fent away with her portion 

into Cappadocia, after the death of Alexan- 

der; and Berenice, the widow of Ariftobulus, 

was marricd to the uncle of Antipater; who 

bethoughe himfelf of this match to make 

friends again with Salome, and put an end to 

all quarrels. Antipater ply’d Pheroras with 
compliments and prefents; making court atthe 

fametime to Cefar’s friends, and fending vatt 

fums of money to Rome to engage them. Nei- 

ther was he lefs bountiful to Saturninus and 

the reft of his friends in Syria. But for all this 

he could not yet accomplith his ends; for the 

more he gave, the lefs he was refpeéted; and 

fo far was this expence from any appearance of 

a generous bounty, that it was look’d upon to 

be only a prefufencfs out of fear. So it was, in 

fine, that he was never the better for what he 

gave; and where he gave nothing, he made 

people fomuch the more his cnemics, He was 

the larger in his liberalities, becaufe he faw, 

contrary. to all people’sexpectation, that Herod 

Herod's ten- took fuch care of the orphans; which gave 
dernefs for to underftand, by the commiferation he had for 
the children the children, the penitent fenfe and regret he 


Ast. b. rye. 


2 4 
1,3) 4 


el the had for the death of his fons their fathers. 

death ofthe §Herop, having now call’d his friends, and 
fathers. kindred together, fent for the young princes, 
pone and fo addrefs’d himfelf to the company. with 


tears in his eyes upon this occafion, 
Herod's ad- 
dref to the 
affembly. 


cc 
cs 
ce 
‘cc 


the children of an untortunate family: 
Their fathers have been taken from, me by a 


“ You have here before you (fays Herod); 


ce 


orphans, in difcharging the part of a grand- 

S father more to my fatisfaction than I did 

“ that of a father. In purfuance of this pur- 

“© pofe, I fhall make it my care in the firft 

‘* place to leave thefe children in good hands, 

* and under the charge of the beft friends I fhalh 

“¢ leave behind me when I.am gone. To begin 433. care for 
with you; Pheroras ‘(fays he) I would have the fattle- 
you marry your daughter to Alexander’s cl- ment of the 
deft fon, and to fupply the place to him of roysl fimily 
a father, and a ncceflary guardian. As for "Conroe 
your part, Antipater ({fays he) -I would ~~ ~~ 
have your fon to take one of rhe daughters 

of Ariftobulus; under which relation you 

will be as good as a parent to the orphan. 

And fo for my fon {| Herod, the grandchild 

of Simon the high-prieft, by the mother’s 

fide, let him marry the other fifter. .'This is 

my will and defire, and no perfon who has 

any regard or kindnefs for me will difpute 

it. Thus I would have it; and I befeech 

God to profper thef¢,alliances to the comfort 

of my kingdom and my family, and grant 

in mercy that the children may be logk’d 

upon with a more favourable eye than their 

fathers.”’ 

Wauru this benediétion Herod concluded ; Herod con- 
and joining the hands of the princes, and ‘ludes with a 
weeping over them, he took a particular leave enediction, 
of the whole aflembly one by onc, and fo dif fes the court. 
mifs’d the council. 

ANTIPATER, upon the hearing of this, Herod’s 
ftood like a itatuc, infomuch that every body fpeech goes 
took notice of the furprife; for he look’dupon ‘2. the heare 
all the refpeéts his father paid the children, to Gt aA 
be no other than a derogation from himielf 
This was a way, he thought, to put all things 
into confufion again; at leaft if Phcroras the 
tetrarch fhould join interefts with Archclaus, 
in favour of Alexander’s fons. Morcover he 
refle€ted within himfelf, the univerfal hatred. 
he had drawn upon his ownhead 3 the compaf- 
fion of the people for thofe fatherlefs children; . 
and, in fine, the concern the whole nation had 
in the matter, betwixt a tenderncfs for the live 
ing children, and areverence for the memory 
of the dead: in. which cafe, Antipatcr was 
look’d upon as neither better nor worfe than 
the murderer. ‘Thefe things well confider’d, 
Antipater had nothing elfe to do, but to make Antipater | 
it his bufinefs to diflolve the contraéts: and findingno re- 
how to gain that point, was now the queftion ; 76¢y Put PY 
for Herod being ficrce and fufpicious, wasnot cone 
to be dealt withal by craft and circumvention: : 
So that he chofe rather to goin a barefac’d 
manner, and openly to defire of him (but with 
all modefty and deference) that he would only 
confirm to him the honour he had thought him 
worthy of, and beftow’d upon him: for all the 
reft was but the fhadow of a kingdom without 
the fubftance; which would be certainly the 
cafe, if Alexander’s fon fhould not only have 
Archelaus for his grandfather, but Pheroras 
alfo for his father-in-law. Antipater prefs’d prefi'd it ear 
Herod with violent importunities to change neftly to 
the difpofition of the marriages, a thing which, Herod, and 
as he faid, might cafily be done, the king ha- 2°". 
ving a numerous family. 


: fs : ties caarics 
Herop had nine wives, and children by: the point. 


fad fate, and I find myfelf bound humanity ; feven of them: Antipater by Doris 3 Herod 
and good-natureto do the beft I can tor the! by Mariamnc, 


the daughter of the high-pricft ; 


eee nee ieee 


+ By the Evangelifts call’d Philip. 


Antipas 
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brother, the other -his coufin German; and 
over and above.thefe, he had by Mariammne._the 
: two fifters of Alexander and Ariftobulas, “ So 
“* that here’s choice enough, (fays Antipater) 


ce way.” 


- what purpofes and intentions towards them ; 
: and was very much difturbed at it, for, fear 
) he fhould raife accufations againft. them, as‘he 
' had done againft their fathers, whom he him- 
felf had murder’d before. Herod was fo ve- 

ry angry with him-for this expoftulation, that 

he feverely rebuk’d him, and made him quit 

the room: but afterwards, with flattery and 

cajoling, he was wrought upon to make fome 

altcration in his, project: fo that he gave to 

Antipater himfclf the daughter of Ariftobulus, 

and to Ariftobulus’s fon the daughter of Phe~ 

Yoras in marriage.. ‘This is fufficient-to fhew 

what an afcendant the -wheedles of Antipater 

had over the fpirit of. Herod: which was 

more than in a like cafe cou’d be obtain’d by 

Salome, tho’ his own fifter, and feconded al- 
fo with the.intereft of the emprefs + Julia in a 
Thecafeof her favour. Salome had a mind to marry 
Salome and Sylleus the Arabian, and engaged Julia in the 
Sylleus. requeft: which Herod did not only oppofe in 
the thing itfelf, and all interceflions for it, 

but bound himfelf with an oath to treat her 

as the greateft encmy he had in the world, if 

fhe did not give over the thoughts of ic. Af- 

ter this, he fore’d her againft her will upon 

a match ‘with Alexas, a triend of his, and fo 


to marry one of her daughters to the fon of 


Alexas, and the other to the uncle of. Anti- 
pater by the mother’s fide. He gave alfo onc 


of the daughters of Mariamne to Adtipater, 


the fon of his fifter, and the other to Phafael, 
the fon of his brother. oe 
The info- ‘Wauen matters were thus alter’d, and evc- 
lence of An- yy thing feteled to the humour and conveni- 
tipater. 
manifeft exclufion of the orphans, his malig- 


nity was now bolfter’d up with fo audacious 


a confidence, that it made him wholly infup- 
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Antipas and Archelaus by #.Malthace. a Sa-- 
‘ Maritan; and a.daughter, Olympias, whom 

his. brother Jofeph:marry’d; Herod. and 
hilip by Cleopatra of Jerufalem, and Pha- 
facl by Pallas.. He had glfo other daughters, 
Roxane and Salome.:, the one by Phedra, the 
other by Elpis; and:two wives that had no 
children.; the oné, -was the daughter of. his 







“* for the ordering of: the matches fome other 


Tue king: perceived by this time “what 
t thoughts.Antipatcer .-had of the children, and 


ence of Antipater, and confequently. to, the 


ap- |.caufe over again. with Antipater, chat: he had 
portable. He found that ‘all people hated} formerly defended againft Nicholas. ‘It was Antipater'o- 
him, and that he:.cculd not be daft unlefs-he 
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and confultations were not for his. fervice. 

When the, women came -to underftand’ that The kin 

the king had notice of thefe conventicles, and highly of 

took :great offence at them, they :gave over fended at it 

that open way. of- caballing, and on the cone fer this 

trary, to: prevent fufpicion; wou’d be quarrel- nest aBe 

ling,- and thwarting one another in the king’s lick. ee 

hearing, as. if they were. rather enemies than But the 

confpirators. Antipater, under the cloak of Dight-clubs 

this difguife, made-idire& fport with Phero- Soe 

Tas, and betwixt jeft and earneft banter’d and upon then. 

abufed him: but then they fill kept up their but preffed 

nightly clubs and aflemblics, and the more 8tdel upon 

they. were .obferv’d, the more they. ftuck to- ete es 

gether. But nothing of all this. efcap’d Sa- 

lome, ‘who made continual .difcoveries of it 

to-the king. ‘This -put. Herod into a-rage, 

efpecially againft the wife.of Pheroras: againtt 

whom Salome laid the heaviett charge. He- 

rod, upon this, call’d a council of his friends 

and relations, and among other foul practices, 

exhibited a complaint againft her for affront- poy racti- 

ing his daughters ;* engaging the Pharifees ces ahined 

againft him, and giving: his brother. a potion upon her. 

to make him hate him.. “ And now, (fays 

‘* Herod) turning to Pheroras, ‘which of the 

‘two. would you part with, your brother or 

“ your wife, .if it were put to your choice ? 

“ I would rather part with my life itfelf (fays 

‘“* Pheroras) than with my dear wife.” ‘This 

anfwer ftagger’d Herod,-and thereupon he 

gave Antipater in-charge, that‘he fhould ne-~ Antipater 

ver entertain any difcourfe, or have any thing: "0t tonave 

more to. do with cither Pheroras or his wife, ae thing ta 
; o direct] 

or any body elfe that belong’d to them: An- 6, indireétly 

tipater made a fhew of -readinefs to comply with Phero- 

with his order ; but notwithftanding this they sor his 

{pent feveral whole nights together; however, “i: 

tearing a difcovery'from Salome, he fo-order’d. 

the matter with fome friends he had in Italy, 

that letters were written’ to: Herod, by any 

means ‘to fend Antipater over to Rome, to 

make his. court a-while to Cefar. Upon this Herod fends 

invitation, Herod immediately provided hint Antipater to! 

a princely equipage, with moncy- and. alk ne- oe 

ceflarics, and fo. difpatch’d him away for along with 

Rome with his will and teftament along with him; &c. 

him:: wherein Herod declar’d Antipater him- , 

felf his fucceffor, and Herod after Antipater, | 


‘whom he had by Mariamne, the daughter of 
‘the high-prieft. ; 


Syrievs the Arabian made at this time Sylleus takes 
another journey to. Rome, (without any re~ another jour- 
gard to Cefar’s command). to difpute-the fame Yt Rome, 

: to try his old 
cate with 


a controverfy of great. moment alfo, that ‘he ver’ again, | 


made them fear bim:.too:: befide that: Pheroras || had. with his foverciga Arevas; having put fe. _., ; 


treated him as a prince. eftablifhed in his fo- 
verelgnty. 2 Bee . po. . 

-THere ‘broke out at the -famc: time new 

Acourtca- broils at court; upon a faction among the wo- 
balofwomen. mien; for the wife, the mother, and the fifter 
of Pheroras, together with the mother of An- 

tipater,. behaved themfelves infolently and 
contemptuoufly, even toward the king?s daugh- 

ters: which Antipater was well enough pleas’d 

withal, for he hated them mortally... And 

for the reft‘of the women, they ftood all in 

Salome gives @WC of the cabal; fave only Salome,. who 
theking no- gave the king plainly-to underftand the truth 
fect of the matter, and that their fecret meetings 


* Al. Marthace. 








+ His nephew, not brother, unlefs the word brother be taken in a large fenfe. 


' veral-of his friends to death, arid Sohemus ‘for 
fone, the moft eminent perfon both for power 
iand wealth in the whole city ‘ of ‘Pétra: 


He 

likewife corrupted 'Tabatus, one 6f''Cefar’s 

governors, with: a. fum of moncy to -affift him 

againft Herod; but Herod after ward..out-bid~ 

ding him, drew ‘Fabatus off again from Syl- 

léus,' and made him receiver of Hetod’s du- 

tics. Now SyHeus finding'that he'camé to no 

account, gave Auguftus to underfland' by way és 

of complaint, that Tabatus:was - nor’ Cefar’s Sylicus’s 

governor, but’ Hergd’s: * ‘This ‘provocation’ practices of 

tranfported Tabatus tofuch a‘degrée}-that be= ae oe 

ing as yet in great credit with Herod, he went tion, Inia 5 
pen. 

: Al, Livia. 

z and 
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and betray’d Sylicus to him; telling the king,. 
that he had engag’d Corinthus, one of the 
guards, with a fum of moncy, to join with 
him ina confpiracy; adviling withal, that he 
might be forthwith taken into cuftody. The 
king made no difficulty of doing it at firft 
word; for thjs fame Corinthus, tho’ he had 
his educationin the court, was neverthelefs by 
birth an Arabian ; fo that in a fhort time Co- 
rinthus was not only taken up himfelt, but 
two Arabians more that were found with 
him; the one of thema friend of Sylleus, and 
A defign up- the name of the orher was Phylarchus, who 
on the Hte cf being put to the queftion, confefs’d upon the 
ier °° torture, that he-had prevail’d upon Corinthus 
Syleas. fora mighty fum of moncy to undertake the 
: killing the king. Being interrogated and ex- 
amin’d by Saturninus governor of Syria, they 
were fent away to Rome. 














CHAP. XIX. 
Hered Lanifees Pheroras the court, for refufing to 


tara away bis wife 5 who vows never to retura 
schwle Hered lives. Herod falls fick, and fends 
fer Lita, but be rejufes te come. Herod reco- 
‘irs, aud Piercras fails fick, Herod wiftts ; 
bine, dag he dics fome few days after. Proofs | 
f Phevcras’s ceiag pofon’d, and by the ad- 
cice of Sylleus. Lhe witueffes all agree. i 
utigiter’s cearfe way of treating bis father. | 
tke difesvery clear and certain. Hlerod’s un- 
merciful rigour, Lhe teftimony of Pheroras’s 
ceidee. His ccufeyion at his death. Mari- 


Guie proved to bein the plot. 

: ZER.OD importun’d Pheroras every day 

. i more than other to turn away his wife. | 
22 He tound matter in abundance to hate her for; ! 
but no way to punifh her ; till, in a frantick ! 
outrage, he banifh’d both herand her husband 
the court. Pheroras bore the affliction well e- 
nough, and fo ftrait withdrew to his tetrarchy, 


Acnhia 
© 3 5,0, 


Poster, 





t 


court, 


Pheroras 


vows never tO with an oath never to return again while He- 
ren. 


“fee FOd liv’d ; and that nothing but his death fhould 
- putanend to his banifhment. Herod fell now 
¥  intoafit of ficknefs, and fent feveral times 
texds tor Pheroras to come to him, as having fome- 
*% what to communicate to him before he dy’d: 
but Pheroras would not be prevail’d upon to 
go; and Herod on the other hand, beyond 
all expectation, recover’d. Pheroras, after 
“this, tell ill himfelf, and Herod upon that 
Herod goes Occafion gave afingular inftance of his humani- 
to fee Phero- ty and patience , for he gave him a vifit, and. 
ras, who Cies created him witb all the care and affection ima- 


cf chat fick ginable: but the difeafe carry’d him off in a 







ro 


ter. tew days. It was generally thought that He- 
, zod had a very particular kindnefs for Phero- 
yas, to the laft hour of his life; and yet there 

gocs a report for all this, that he deftroy’d him 

The bedy by poifon. The body however, was carricda- 


buried at Jee way to Jerufalem; a publick mourning ap- 
rufilem, with pointed tor him, and a moft magnificent fu- 
eee neral. This was the end of one of the mur- 
‘Y derers of Alexander and Ariftobulus, But 

the punifhment of this wickednefs fell aftcr- 

wards upon the head of Antipater, the author 

Pheroras faia Of it; andhis ruin took its rife from the death 


to be poi- of Pheroras; for fome of his freed men, in the 
fond. 


| themfelves and their wives 


agony of their paffion for fo irreparable a lofs, 
went boldly to the king, and told him’ that 
his brother was poifon’d, for his wife had gi- 
ven him fomething .to cat, that was neither 
drefs’d nor fcafon’d after the ufual manner; 
and that, upon the ‘eating of it, he was imme- 
diately fick at heart. -It was obferv’d,' that 
two days before, there was a'cunning woman 
brought out of Arabia, at the inftance of the 
mother and fifter, to prepare a philcre for Phe- A poifon in. 
roras ; but inftead of a love potion, it prov’d ae aor 
to be a deadly poifon, and given by the adyice Pn by Svi- 
of Sylleus, to whom’ this woman was well leus. : 
known. : : 
Here were fo many fufpicions ftarted, and 
the prefumptions fo ftrong; that the king or- 
der’d the putting of feveral perfons, bond and 
free, to the queition ; one of them crying out 
in the extremity of her torments, “ O God 
“¢ (fays fhe) thou that art the ruler of heaven 
** and earth, avenge thyfelf and us upon the 
*¢ mother of Antipater, for all the miferies we 
fuffer here for her fake”. When the king had 
gotten this light, he follow’d it as far as it 
would lead him; and a woman laid open the 
whole ftory of the familiarity betwixt the mo- 
ther of Antipater, and Pheroras and his wo- 
men; their clandeftine mcetings; and how 
Pheroras and Antipater, when they came from 
court, fat up and made merry with them all 
night, and not afervant admitted into the cham- 
ber. It was one of the free women that gave 
this evidence. _ : 

Wauen they came to be examin’d a part, ae te 
there was fuch an agreement in their informa- cpisne Mane. 
tions, that the truth of the charge was no felves, and 
longer to be doubted. It came now into He- with one ano- 
rod’s head, that Antipater’s withdrawing to ther. 
Rome, and Pheroras’s (in effe&t) procuring 
his own banifhment, were only contrivances'to 
get out of the way ; forthey were often heard 
to fay, that Herod’s cruelty would never ftop’ 
at Alexander and Ariftobulus; but that they 
» ™muft prepare to 
take their turns; for why fhould any body hope 
to fare better at Herod’s hand, after the 
execrable murder of his wife and children? So 
that there is no fence againft this monfter, but 
getting out of hisreach. . 

Tue women depofed further, that Anti- Antipater’s 
pater would be often complaining to his mo- epee Wey 
ther, this: ** WhenI (fays he) am grey-head- his facher™ 
‘¢ ed, my father grows every day younger and 
younger; and who knows but I may die be- 
fore I come to govern? Or what if my fa-- 
ther fhould dic before me, (as that may be 
a long time firft) I fhall have loft the very 
relith of the pleafure of a crown; befide the 
‘Hydra’s heads that are. now fhooting out a= 
gain in the children of Alexander and Arie 
ftobulus : andas for my own children, they - 
are cut off by my father’s will from any 
pretence of claiming to the fucceffion’; for 
he has made the fon of Mariamne his heir ; 
at leaft if the will of a dotard may pafs for 
any thing. But he’ll take care to put a ftop : 
to this difpute, by not leaving one foul of: 
his family alive to pretend to’r. He is cer- 
tainly of all fathers that ever liv’d, the moft 
unnatural and malicious to his fons; and yet’ 
worfe, if it be poffible, to his brothers: 
“© witnefs 


——— 


Book I. 





ate ars ink =e 


The difcove- 
ry clear and 
certain. 


Herod’s mer- 
cilefs rigour. 


The evidence 
ofAntipater’s 
deputy about 
the poifon. 


The evidence 
of Pheroras’s 
widow, 


“ witnefs the hundred * ralents he gave me, 
“© never to have any thing more to do with. 
‘© Pheroras: and then when Pheroras cry’d 
“out, what hurt have we done him? Nay, 
** for that, (fays Antipater) I with-he would 
“* but content himfelf to ftrip us naked, and 
«* then leave us alive. But what can a body 
** hope for from fo very a brute, that makes 
*¢ the open profeffion of friendfhip intolerable 
*¢ and dangerous? But, fayshe, here do we 
“* content ourfelves to mect and enjoy one ano- 
“ ther by ftealth: whereasif we had but the 
“* hearts and hands of men, we might find 
*¢ means to affert our rights and liberties in’ 
** another way”. : 

THis was the woman’s confeffion ; and that 
Pheroras had fome thoughts of getting away 
with them to Petra. It was a clear difcovery, 
but the greateft evidence of all to Herod, was 
the hundred talents; for he had only menti- 
on’d that particular to Antipater- So that he } 
began with Doris, Antipater’s mother, as the | 
firft object of his fury; took away all the orna- | 
ments, and precious things he had given hey, } 
to the value of many talents: and, after the | 
rifling of her, he banifh’d her. After-this, | 
upon the cooling of his choler, he caus’d Phe- | 
roras’s women to be taken off the torture 3 but } 
trembling all the while, and diftrafted be- | 
twixt jealoulies and fears. Nay, he was fo ; 
ftriét and cautious in his cruelties, that he put | 
the innocent tothe torture without diftin¢tion, 
for fear any of the guilty fhould efcape. | 

Te next that took, his turn was Antipater 
the Samaritan, the deputy of the other Anti- | 
pater: and it appear’d by his evidence, that | 
Antipater fent for poifon into Egypt, by aj 
certain friend of Antiphilus, -with a detign 
upon the king’s life; ‘which he receiv’d from 
‘Theudion, the uncle of Antipater, and upon 
his order deliver’d it to Pheroras; who had 
taken upon him the doing of the deed, while 
he. himfelf fhouid ‘be at Rome, and out of di- 
ftance to be fufpecéted : Pheroras committing 
the care of the poifon to his wife to lay it 
up. 
ee king fent prefently, upon this, «for the 
widow of Pheroras, and commanded her 
without any delay to: fhew him the fecret fhe 
had receiv’d. She went out in that moment 
with a pretence to fetch it; but caft herfelf 
head long from the top ofthe. houfe, to pre- 
vent both the torture and the difcovery: but 
God’s providence would not fuffer Antipater to 
efcape thus ;. for her fall was not mortal. She 


a 


“was taken up and carry’d to the king, and fo J. 


foon as ever fhe came to herfelf (for the fall 
‘had difordered her fenfes) the king put her to 
it, to tell him what made her take that def- 
perate leap; afluring. her upon his:oath, . that 


"af the fpake the truth, fhe fhould havé no fur- 


‘ther punifhment ;. but if fhe’ falfify’d, the 
-fhould die. upon.the torture, without allowing 
her fo much as the rites of a burial... fee 
_ A¥rer fhe had kept filence for a fhort time, 


- fhe exprefs’d herfelf to this effe&t: “.Am I,’ 


‘<* fays fhe, to keep fecrets, now Pheroras is 
“¢’ dead and gone, in favour of Antipater, who 
“has been the deftruétion of-us all? Great 
“ prince! give me’the hearing, and I call 


* One hundred Jewifh talents (as has been before obferved) weighed elven thoufand four. hundred and fix pounds 
and ounces, and their value in filver amounted to thirty four rhoufand two hundred‘ and eighteeu 
- fillings, and in gold to five hundred forty feven thoufand and five hundred pounds Englith money. 
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the WARS ofthe JEWS, _ 


that God, who cannot be deceiv’d, ‘to bear 
“* witnefs of the trath of what I fay. Wher 
you ({fpeaking to Herod) were upon a vifit 
to Pheroras in his ficknefs, and weeping over 
him, my husband. call’d mé to him. 


- been miftaken in my opinion of my brother’s 
kindnefs to me; forin plain térms, 
him, and meditated the death of this man. 
that thews fo gencrousa pity for me in my 
diftrefs, (though yet among the living) but 
Thave the juft reward of my iniquity. And 
now fetch me immediately the remainder of 

“< che poifon that Antipater gave youto keep, 

‘and burn it before my face: T fhall carry 

; the vengeance of a troubled confcience into 
* the other world elfe. I brought it as I was 

“ bid, and threw the gicateft part of the poi- 

fon into the fire before his eyes; the reft I 

referved for a time of need, in cafe of the 

worlt”. With thefe words, fhe produc’d a 

box, with a little of the poifon init. The 

brother and the mother of Antiphilus were 
then put to the queftion: and their informa- 
tion was that Antiphilus brought that box out 
of Egypt; and that he receiv’d the poifon it~ 

{elf trom a brother of his at Alexandrion, that 

practis’d phyfick. It look’d as if the very 

ghofts of Alexander and Ariftobulus had been 
every where at work to make difcoveries, and 
to draw proofs from the moft unlucky perfons 


“ 
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: ( I See, Phéroras*s 

my dear wife, fays he, how miuch I have Sele 
; “ 

? onat his 

I hated death. 


| and.circumftances. It was now evident that. Mariamne 


Mariamne the daughter of the high-prieft had prov’d to be 
a hand in the plot; as was made appear by her i” the plot. 


brothers upon the queftion : but Herod punifh’d 
the mother in the fon’; for he ftruck Herod 
the fon’ of Mariamne out of his will, having 
formerly declared him in his teftament the 
fuceeflor of Antipater, — 








CHAP. XX 


Bathyllus, a fiabbing witne/s againft Antipater s 
&@ counterfeiter of letters, and a notorious by~ 

_ pocrite. Pherovas’s death flartles him. He 
goes his way to Sebafie, where, to his. wonder, 
no, body owns him. He addreffes himfelf to his 

_ father, who bids him Pee his trial next 
‘day. The court meets, and the witneffes are 
produced. 4 plaufible difcourfe of. Herod’s to 
Varus.. . Nicolaus enters upon the proofs, Anti~- 
pater’s defenfe. Nicolaus foarp upon him. The 
evidences of the poifon brought in order, Anti- 
pater in a plot. with Acme againft Salome. A 
 refolution.taken. to put Autipater.to death, . but 
'- Herod’s faliing fick prevents the execution. He=- 
: rod firikes Antipater, out of his will, and puts 
Antipas in his place, and f{ettles his Legacies, 


TE! laft and the moft ftabbing -witnefs, 


eee 


in.confirmation of all the reft,, was Ba= Ant. b. 17. 


thyllus, one of .Antipater’s freemen, who § 


6, 7- 
: 7 ‘ ; Bathyli 
;Was juft now come back from, Rome, and febbing 3 . 


wit- 


brought with him a fupplemental poifon; that nef againft, . 
istofay, the poifon of .an afp, and -of other Antipacer. 


ferpents, for Pheroras and his wife to finith 4 


fupple- 
* + . : sce - . . . . ni 1 i- 
‘the work withal,. if the other fhould fail; be- ia 


fide another invention over and above: “which Antipater 
‘was, the counterfeiting of feveral letters a- counterfeits 
: fue ee cen Oe oa etters againgt 


pounds, fitreen 


gainit 


the brothers. 
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gainft the brothers, which were of Antipater’s 
compofition. oe 

Axrcneraus and Philip were at that time 
at Rome, inthe courfe of their ftudies. They 
were now grown up, and young men of great 
hope and courage ; and befides all chat, the fons 
of the king, and fo dangerous an obftacle in 
Antipater’s way to preferment, that he had 
lictle hope of gaining his point, unlefs he could 
and in order to that end, 
he got letrers forg’d againtt them in the name 
of feveral of his tricnds then living at Rome 5 
fome of them altogether upon the fubjeét of 
their irreverent difcourfes upon their tather ; 
openly and violently exclaiming againft the 
death of Alexander and Ariftobulus ; taking 
ic very ill that they thould be now fent for 
trom Rome, for their father had order’d them 
to return home: and this was the thing that 
troubled Antipater more than all the reft. Nay, 
Antipater was in a practice of forgery, and fe- 
cret intelligence, even before he lett Judca, 
and procur’d letters trom Rome to Herod up- 
on the fame fubjeét; while he himfelf, forthe 
avoiding of tufpicion, apply’d himfelf to his 
father as a kind of advocate for his brothers. 
He hop’d they were not fo bad, he faid, 
tome things might be falfe, and others 
might have more of the heat and rafhnefs of 
“¢ youth in chem than of malice’. It was a vait 
expence he was at all this while upon his in- 
telligences, toward the deftruction of his bro- 
thers: andtoconfound the account, he brought 
a great many rich garments, carpets, gold and 
jilver plate, and feveral other curiolities of 
great price, to the value of two * hundred ta~ 
Tents upon the whole ; which he plac’d to the 
account of the fuir they had with Sylleus, as 
a blind to the fubornation. 

Tuusic went, but the greater cvil fwallow’d 
up the lefs: for when the whole country rung 
of the parricide, and all letters and_witneiles 
agreed in the proof and deteftation of a repeat- 
ed defign upon the lives of the brothers, there 
was not fo much as one word mention’d upon 
the road out of Judea, of the prefent ftate of 
Herod’s family 5 though ic was now full fe- 
ven months betwixt the proof of the faét and 
Antipater’s retura. But all the world hated 
him, or who knows butit might be 2 peculiar 
providence that ftcpp’d people’s mouths, that 
would otherwife have been blabbing ; in order 
to the execution of a divine vengeance upon fo 
many horrid murders ? 

AntrpaterR wrote Herod word now, that 
he was juft entring upon his journey, and how 
honourably Cefar had treated him, and dif- 


Arcchelaus 
and Philip 
princes cf 
great hope. 


Antipater a 
great dealer get them removed : 
in forgery, 
and falte in- 
icHigence. 





Herodin mifs’d him. But the king was ftill in pain till 
panel he he had him fare; fo that for fear of having him 
ee diverted by any precaution, he wrote him the 


kindeft letters, in pretence, imaginable; and, 
in a familiar way, defir’d him to be with him 
as foon as poffible ; for if he made hafte, he 
might compound for his mother’s fault ; whom 
The news cf Antipater knew to be banith’d already. The 
Pheroras’s _ firft notice he had of the death of Pheroras was 
death ftartled by a letter he received at Varentum ; which 


oe wounded him tothe very heart. Some look’d 
accouncs.  Uponit asa matter of decency and good nature 


info near arclation, but others again of more 





difcernment, imputed this excefs of forrow, 
not fo much to his tendernefs tor Pheroras, as 
for the lofs of fo wicked and neceffary an in- 
ftrument, and for the difappointment of the 
plot: belide that he was in fome apprchenfion 
too of Being deteéted in what he had done, and 
for fear the ftory of the poifon fhould come out 
Upon his coming into Cilicia, he receiv’d his 
father’s letter above-mentioned: and then 
haiten’d away prefently. 

At hiscoming to Celenderis, he had a kind 
of inward foreboding uponhim: and, in par- 
ticular, his mother’s condition All’d his foul 
with frightful apprehentions. Vhe wifer and Antipater’s 
more cautious part of his friends, were abfo- friends divig- 
lutely againft going to his father, tillhe were ¢¢) whether 
certainly inform’d upon what pretence his mo- ,, oud a 
ther was divorced, for fear he himfelf thould fnees eo 
come to beinvolved in his mother’scrime. But 
the lefs confiderate of his friends were altoge- 
ther for being at home again, without any re- 
gard to Antipater’s Intereft: they counfel’d 
him by all means to make allimaginable hafte, 
tor fear his dclay might render him fufpeéted, 
and fuggeit matter for calumny to work upon. 

For if any thing fhould be mov’d againft him, 
it would be done in his abfence; and no man 
would dare to open his mouth againit him, if 
he were upon the place; befide that it would 
be a madnefs to hazzard a certain advantage 
upon a. wild fanfy ; whereas he was rather 
immediately to poft away to his father, to be 
within diftance of receiving a kingdom that 
could be no body’s but his. Antipatcer was The Latter 
? : ° - iN 
over-rul’d by the fatality of an impulfe, and carried it, 
fo he profecuted his voyage to Sebafte a port and fo he 
of Cefarea. went forward 
_ Bur upon hisarrival, to his great admira- Wie e 
tion, the people all avoided him, and not a pater came to 
creature durft come nearhim. They hated him the place, to 
as much before, *tis truce; but they were not his great ad- 
fo muchat liberty to fhewit: fome were afraid Pousane 
of the king, for all the talk was now of An= would owe 
tipater: and Antipater wasthe only man all this him. 
while thar knew the leaft of himfelf2 Never 
was any man more glorious at his fetting out 
for Rome, or fo abjeét and contemptible as he 
wasuponhisreturn. He was no ftranger tothe 
broils and confufions of the family; but he had 
the wit to kecp his fears as much as poflible 
to himfelf, and witha chearful countenance 
to conceal an aking heart, There was no pof- 
fibility of making an efcape, orof any other 
way of relieving himfelfin this extremity: he 
had no certainty of the affairs of the family’; 
for no body {durft come at him to inform him; 
fo that he had now and then fome intervals cf 
hope, cither that things were not difcover’d, or 
in cafe of the worft, he did not defpair’ of 
bringing himfelf off by confidence and im- 
pofture, which were.the only two friends he 
a to truft to. . a: 
EING thus arm’d and prepar’d, he advanc’d , _. z 
without his friends ea palace 5 for his eee 
train was repuls’d with contempt at’ the firft lace, and ad- 
gate. It fo fell out that Varus the goverrour drefles him- 
of Syria wasthen prefent. Upon his entrance, fl to his 7. 
he had the impudence to addrefs himfelf to his ‘"“" 
father, asin a way of duty and refpe&t; but 
as he approached nearer him, Herod put: out 


Antipster 
had nothing 
left him to 
truft to, but 
confidence 
andimpofture 


Herod turns 
fharp upon 
him. 


* Two hundred Jewith talents weighed twenty two thoufand eight hundred twelve pounds and fix ounces, and 
their value in filyer amounted to fixty eight thoufand four hundred and thirty feven pounds ten Shillings, and in gold 


to one million ninty five thoufand pounds Englith money. 


his 


Book ii 


and bids him 
prepure for 
his trial the 
nest day. 


The courc 
met the day 
following. 
The witneffes 
produced. 


Antipater at 
enters the 
court, and 
his facher’s 
feet prays on- 
ly tor an Im~ 
patialhear- 
ing. 


A plaufible 
difcourfe of 
Herod’s to 
Varus, 


‘ery’d out to him. 


2 <6 
ec 
“e 
ce 
“¢ 


his hand to ftop him,. and with a down look 
6¢ What! fays he, fhall a 
parricide prefume to embrace me?’ A. curfe 
upon the impious foul of thee, for daring to 
© come near me till thou haft clear’d thytelf 
* of all thy crimes! And you have here your 
“€ judge before you, Varus; who fhall pafs 
*¢ fentence upon you according to your deme- 
** rit. Wherefore be gonc, and prepare againft 
“ to morrow for your defence, which is all 
“ the time I {hall allow you.” Antipater ftood 
mute, and without one word in return, went 
his way back again. His mother and his wife 
came to him afterwards, and inform’d him of 
the whole proceeding. This brought him to 
himfelf again, and to confider what he had to 
fay in his own juttification. 

Herop, having a council next day of his 
friends and relations, call’d likewife the 
friends of Antipater to be there prefent; him- 
felfand Varus fitting prefident. He caufed all 
the witnefles to be brought in; of which num- 
ber there were certain fervants of Doris the 
mother of Antipater, that had been long fince 
prifoners. Thefe fervants brought letters from 
the motherto the fon, tothis purpofe: ** Your 
“¢ father knows all, and therefore havea care 
“ of coming near him, unlefs you can depend 
“* upon Cefar for his proteétion.”” After the 
introducing of the witnefles, Antipater enter’d 
the court; and cafting himfelf at the: feet of 
his father: “ I befeech you, Sir, (fays he) 
“¢ grant me an impartial hearing without pre- 
“ judging my caufe, and I make no doubt of 
“ proving myfelf to be an innocent perfon.” 

Herop call’d out to him aloud to hold his 
tongue, and fo direéted his difcourfe to Varus. 
‘© Y do certainly know, fays he, that you, 
« Varus, or any other unbiafs’d judge, will 
be fully fatisfy’d that Antipater deierves to 
dic; but Iam afraid, in the mean time, 
what opinion you may conccive of my in- 
vidious fortune; as if this calamity were 
“juftly befallen me for being the father of 
fuch children. But Ihave fome right how- 
ever to your humanity and compaflion, for 
having been fo indulgent a father to fuch 
profligate wretches: ‘as for the young men 
that are now dead'and gone, I detign’d 
them for the government, and train’d them 
up at Rome in the court and favour of Ce- 
far, the better to prepare them for the excr- 
‘-cife of royal dignity; and none at laft fo 
‘ great enemies of my peace and fafety, as 
‘thofe that I Had rais’d in the world, even 
“* to be the envy of princes. But Antipater 
“¢ made his profit of their ruin; for he foynd 
“ his account in it, as a fecurity to himfelf in 
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him my fucceffor: 


the WARS of the JEWS. 


truly he feem’d to have fome colour of rea- 
fon, for my bringing him back to court ont 
ofa private condition, to the exclufion of 
the fons I had by the queen, in declaring 


“* Now tocontefs myfelf to you, Varus, I 
am convine’d of my error. I did not do well 
to provoke my fons by cutting off the fuc~ 
ceflion to their wrong, and in favour of An« 
tipater; for what did I ever do for theni 
comparable to what I did for him? He had 
a great part of the adminiftration in his hands 
while I was living ; and the fucceffion ac= 
tually fettled upon him after my death; and 
befide. other gratifications, a feparate te- 
venue of fifty * talents, and his expences 
every where upon my charge; three hund- 
red + talents upon his voyage to Rome, and 
the only perfon of my whole family that I 
recommended to Cefar, as my preferver. Take 
them all together, they had not half the wick= 
ednefs in them of Antipater, and the proofs 
againft them were infinitely fhort of what F 
have againft him; and yet this bloody 
wretch has the face to plead innocerit,: and 
does not defpair I perceive of baffling the 
truth with a trick. Varus, look to yourfelf, 
for he will make a defence plaufible enough ; 
but I know the beaft thorough all his dif= 
guifes and impoftures, and that he is falfe 
at the bottom. 2 he 

“ ‘T'ars is the man that was fo eafneft with 
me, time paft, to have a care of Alexander, 
and how I expos’d my perfon. 


TE 


How often’ 


would he come into my bed-chamber, and’ 


look about and fearch for fear of treachery 2 


~ This man was my guardian, and my fecus 


rity while I flepr ; my comforter in my 
mourning for the dead brothers; and one 
that would undertake for the duty of thofe 
that were living : my champion, in fine, and 
my guard, WhenI call tomind, and con= 
fider the addrefs, and the hypocrify of. this: 
man, how artificially he laid his fnares, -and 
cover’d his defigns; I can hardly think my= 
felf alive at this day, .or how_it was poffi- 
ble for me to efcape the noofe. Bur fince 
my fate will have it fo, and that my great— 
eft enemies are to be thofe of my owrm fa~ 
mily, and thofe I have been the kindeft to ; 
IT thall only deplore the hardfhip of my in- 
evitable deftiny, and keep my forrows to 
myfelf ; but with this refolution, that not 
one man comes'off that fhall be found guil= 


‘ty of thirfting after my blood, though all 


my fons fhould fall ini the condemnation.” 
Hexop brake off upon this period, in a 


confufion of thought, dnd gave order to Nix 


<c 


ounce and ten penny weight, and their value in filver amounted 


‘the fucceffion. And whatis the requital 
now that this monfter defigns me for all thefe 
tendermefies, but the entering into a practice 
againft the life of his father? I was likely to 
live too long he thought: nay, I had liv’d 
tod long already, and that was his gric- 
vance, ‘Fhe crown alone would not content 
‘him, it feems, unlefs he made his’ way to it 
through the blood ofhis father. Andin this 


* Bifty Jewifh talents, as has been before 





colaus, one of his friends, to enter upon the 
proofs.’ Antipater, who had-lain proftrate al? 
this while at Herod’s: feet, now rais’d his 
head, : and with a lictlé exclamation. addrefs’d 
himfelf to his father.  .You have had: the 
“° goddnefs, Sir, fays he; to plead my: caufe’; 
“ for how can I be.a parricide, - whom you 
“ yourfelf have fo often own’d: to have been 
“ your preferver ? If my piety be only impo# 


to.feventeen thoufand one hundred and nine pounds 


even fhillings and fix pence, and in gold to two hundred feventy. three thoufand feven hundred and fifty pounds 


Fnglith money. 


and their value in filver amounte 


+ Three hundred Je 


Nicolaus én 
ters upon the 
proofs. 


Antipater’s 
Defentfe. 


obferved, weighed five thoufand feven hundred and three, poutids one , 


1 Jents weighed thirty four thoufand two hundred and eighteen pounds and nine ounces, 
Lear ferioroae Banded two thoufand fix hundred fifty ‘fix pounds and five fhillings, and 


in gold to one million fix hundred. forty two thoufaud five hundred pounds of our money. ee 
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{ture and pretence, as you are pleafed toflay 
“ it is, how came I to be fo crafty in onc cafe, 
and to beforted in another, as not to under- 
“¢ ftand, that though men may be impos’d up- 
“on, yet the all-fearching and the all-feeing 
«© eye of God, that knows our hearts, will not 
“ fafler fo great a wickednefs to pafs un- 
“© punifh’d ? God’s vengeance overtook my 
“© brothers, becaufe of their undutifulnefs to 
“ you. Bur what temptation had I now to 
“¢ praétife upon your lite ? The hope ofa king- 
dom? Why, I didas good as reign already. 
“ Or was it that I thought you hated me? 
“© That was impoffible, aiter fo many demon- 
“ {trations to the contrary. Was I afraid of 
“© you? whenquite on the other hand, others 
“ ftood in awe of me, in contideration of the 
zeal Uhad for your fatety. Or wasit that I 
<* wanted any thing? So far from it, thar all 
““ my protulions were fupply’d out of your 
“ creature: fo that certainly I muft be the 
“© worit, evenof men, and of brutes, to be 
“ wanting in good offices toward fo kind a fa- 
“ ther; being a perfon that you yourtelf, as 
© vou fay, receiv’d into your favour, prefer’d- 
© to fo many of your other fons, and whom 
“ you declar’d king while you yourtclf were 
“yer living; belide other .benefits, in pro- 
‘ porcticn, to make me the envy of other 
“ men. 

“ Wreren that lam! and this fatal jour- 
“© ney of mine to give fo much time and mat- 
“ rerforenvy andtreachery to work upon! But 
“ ic was, Sir, for the fervice of youriclf, and 
“ of your atfairs, that I undertook this yvoy- 
“ age. and to keep Sylleus from putting at- 
“ fronts upon your old age» Rome is the wit- 
cfs of mv loyalty, and fo is the prince of 
‘* Rome, and of the world, Ccefar himfelf, 
“© thar has fo often celebrated me for my re- 
"C yerenceromy father. Bepleafed, I beteech 
“¢ you, to receive thefe letters that have more 
“¢ truth in them than all the forgeries that 
“¢ have been trump’d up againit me: thefe ler- 
“ters are my juitification, and the infallible 
“* arguments of a fincere affection tor you. 
“© Youmay remember, Sir, how unwillingly 1 
“© took that journey to lay myfelf atthe mer- 
“¢ cy of all the enemics I lett behind me. It 
“< was your command, Sir, that ruin’d me, 
“ how unwillingly foever, in torcing me to 
“* cive my adverfaries iime tor concerting their 
“* malice againit me. 

‘¢ Ir I had been a parricide; divine juftice, 
“ either by fea or land would have found me 
“cut. Bur Ifhall notlay the ftrefs of my in- 
“© nocence upon that argument; for I know 
“© very well that with God’s permiffion you 
“© have condemn’d me in your hearc already. 
“¢ All that Ibeg even in this ftate, is only that 
“* I may not fuffer upon the credit of proofs 
“¢ extorted by torment: but lec me rather be 
“‘ put to the teft, cither of fire, {crews, or 
“¢ what otherinftruments of cruelty you fhall 
“¢ think fit; without any mercy to a mifera- 
*€ ble carcafs: for if I ama parricide, no pain 
“© can be too much for me.” Antipater deli- 
ver’d thefe words with fuch a paffion of tears 
and outcries, that the whole court, Varus and 
all, were fotten’d at it. Herod alone was fo 
tranfported with rage at the fenfe of the wic- 
kednefs, andthe clearnefs of the evidence, that 
all Anripater’s tears and ejulations pafs’d with 
him only for matters of courfe. 
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‘Kurs declamation of Antipater’s was fol- Nicolaus ve- 
lowed by Nicolaus; who prefac’d what he had 'Y ers up- 
to fay, with a difcourfe upon the craft of An- © “Dtpater. 
tipater, as the king had order’d; which upon 
the main, amounted toa mortal accufation, 
without leaving any hope of mercy. For all 
the iniquities of the kingdom were imputed .to 
Antipater; efpecially the deftruétion of the 
brothers, which was manifeftly the effeét of 
his calumnies; befides his praétices upon the 
furvivors, as ftanding in the way of his pre- 
ferment. And it could not be expected, that 
he that could think of poifoning his fathcr, 
would ever {pare his brothers. When he came 
to the proot of the poifon, the evidences were 
preduc’d inorder; with aggravations upon the The eviden. 
crirnc of Pheroras, who by Antipater’s means Ccsof the 
had been induced to praétice upon his brother ; pee pro- 
the king’s beft friends corrupted, and the ger 
whole palace fill’d with lewdnefs. This he 
faid,with a great deal more to the fame purpofe, 
and fo concluded. 

In the next place, Varus call’d upon Anti- 
pater to anfwer for himfelf; who faid no more 
than that God was witnefs of his innocence, 
and fo held his peace. Warus then call’d for 
the poifon, and gave a draught of it to a con- 
dersin’d perfon, who dy’d immediately. He 
had afterward fome private difcourfe with He- 
rod, tranfimitted the proceeding to Cefar, and 
fo departed thenext day, ‘The king kept An- 
tipater in chains, and gave Cefar an account o 
the profecution. 

ANTIPATER was ch:rg’d, after this, with Antipater in 

atreachcrous defign upon Salome: for a fer- a plot with 
vant of Antiphilus, .at his return from Rome, Acmea- 
brought the king a letter from one Acme, 8#inftSalome 
who waited upon the emprefs ; wherein fhe gave 
him to underftand, that finding feveral letters 
trom Salome to Julia, among her milftrefs’s 
papers, fhe thought it might be a good office 
privately to fend him the papers. Now thefe 
letters were ftuffed with the moft virulent fcan- 
dalsand reproaches upon the king that could. 
be invented, and all of Antipater’s contri- 
vance ; and Acme only employ’d as an inftru- 
ment, for a fum of money to convey them to 
Herod. And the thing.was made yet more e- 
vident by another letter to Antipater from the 
fame woman, inthefe very words. “ I have 
‘© written to your father, according to your 
“ direcétion; and I have likewife fent him o- 
‘© ther letrers. You may depend upon it that 
‘© the king will never forgive his fifter after 
‘© the reading ofthem. Pray take care when 
‘¢ your ends are accomplith’d, that you do not 
“© torger your promife.” 

Upon the detecting of this forgery, and 0o- gerod grows 
ther fubornations againft Salome, Herod grew fad uponit, 
extremely fad and penfive, when he confider’d 
how narrowly Salome had efcap’d the {nare of 
Antipater: and he could not forbear thinking 
bur that Alexander himfelf, might be taken And refolves 
off too by fuch another impofture: fo that he to fee pee 
took upa peremptory refolution, without a- immecsrey 
ny more.dclay, to do juftice upon Antipater Antiparer. 
in the nameof the whole family. But in this Herod falls 
very nick of time, Herod was diverted by a fick in that 
fadden fit of ficknefs from the execution of ir, man a 

: >. prevents the 
He fent Cefar however an account of Acme’s éxecution. 
partin the intrigue, and the treacherous prac- He ftrikes 
tices againft Salome. He alter’d his will up- Anup 
onic, ftruck Antipater out of it, and fubftitur- oo Ree 
ed Antipas in his place, taking He Bea of eae his 
rehelaus place. 
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He ferrles his 
leogctes. 


Ant, b. ry. c. 
8,9) TO, 

The mifery 
of Herod, 
both in body 
and mind. 


An outra-* 
geous rumule. 


Judas and 
Matthias, 
the heads of 


Ny 


They tamper 
the people 
Inte an ap- 
Tour againit 
Herod’s eol- 
den eagle: 


his laft will, 


Archelaus and Philip, though the elder bro- 
thers, upon the fuggeftions of Antipater, He | 
bequeath’d to Cefar, ‘belidé other ¢onfidera- 
tions In money by the bye, a thonfand.talents ; 
and to the emprefs, her fons, friends, and 
freemen, about fifty talents more,, with lands, 
and confidcrable ‘bounties,to others. He gave 
alfo to ‘his fifter Salome. legacies to a mighty |. 
value..: This was all .fettled accordingly by 








Hevod's mifery, both in body and-mind. A tumult 
_ Ahout Herod’s golden eagle; Fudas tind Mat-3 
‘thias the heads of it. ”. Upon.a report of Herod’s | 
being given over, the..rabble cuts the eagle to 
. pieces,. The gitards mafter the faction, and the 
people reafon the cafe with Herod.” The two 
ving-leaders aré putto death, Herod worfe aid 
wore; and sipem res @ violence. upon - himfelf. 
_ Antipater put to death by Herod’s order. Ar- 
chelaus declar’a ficceffor inftead of Antipas. 
‘Lhe death of Herod. ~A bloody order difappoint- 
ed... Flerod’s will. read. Archelaus receiv’d as 
fuccefor to Herod with acclamations. The ft- 
ueval folemnity. 

























WY EROD, betwixt. age, ficknefs, and 
grief, grew every day weaker and weak- 
cr. He was now threcfcore and ten, and fo 
inconfolably affligted about the death of his 
fons, that in his béeft health he had no joy ¢- 
ven in life itfelf. .He was at this time very 
ill; but the thought of Antipater’s being ftill 
alive, was yet the moft fenfible part of his 
trouble; for his, thoughts were intent upon 
nothing fo much as the appointment of Anti- 
pater’s cxecution, fo foon as ever he fhould 
find himfelf in condition to order it. And, 
Upon the neck of thefe calamities,’ there 
happen’d a new broil upon a popular tumulcs 
and the twoheads of it were Judas the fon of 
* Sephoreus, and Matthias the fon of - Mar- 
galus; two fophifts, famous for their skill in 
the laws, and confequently of great reputation 
among the people. They were mightily fol- 
Jow’d by the younger fort, and their lectures 
daily throng’d and crowded with numerous 
congregations. When thefe rabbies found the 
king. languifhing, betwixt anguifh of thought 
and diftemper, they declared among their ac- 
quaintarice, how fit a time that might be to 
vindicate the honour ‘of God, in the demolifh- 
ing of all works whatfoever ereéted contrary 
to his holy laws; averring that the fetting up 
of imagesin the temple, orthe likenefs of any 
living creature, was abfolutely forbidden. 
Now this was underftood to point at the gol- 
den eagle that Herod had piac’d upon the 
great gate; and fo fet the multitude at work 
prefently to pluck it down, as the moft glo-- 
rious hazard they could run, fortheir laws and 
their country, even if ‘they fhould die in the 
attempt ; for fuch an end would be follow’d 
with everlafting life and happinefs, and with 
immortal honours; whereas none but narrow 
grovelling fouls, and unthinking wretches, 
would rather chufe to die in their beds of a 


* AI, Seripheus. }_In the Antiq. Margalothus. 


eur money, 


the WARS of the JEWS. 


‘king 


‘him a little to himfelf again. 
he found himfelf paft all poffibility of recove~ 
ry, he order’d the foldiers fifty *-}drachms a 
man, afd money to a great value to be divi- 
ded betwixt his governors and his friends. 


{| In the-Antiq. b. 17. c. 8. 
*} Fifty drachms of filver (for fach wefappofé to be here meant) amounted to about one pound nine shi 
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difcafe, than fall a facrifice to religion and vir- . 
tuc. While this humour was a working, came In this in- 
the urprizing news all ona fudden that the fant comes 
ng Was juft upon the “point. of death: this ys" 
made the rabble bolder, and more: outrageous sive Bice 
than before ; iffomuch' that they touted the ‘The rabble 
temple at noon-day, and letting down them- 8'ows bolder 
felyes with ftrong ropes, with axcs they hew’d SP",it and 
the golden eagle to pieces, a great multitude de, ue - 
of people in thé remiple lookingon. Thé cap~ pieces,” 
tain of the guards had no fooner notice of this The guards 
uproar, but he fellin among them” prefently Pye the 
with a party, feiz’d about forty of the || for- ay ae 
wardeft, and carry’d them away to the king. prifoners to 
Are you fo infolent (fays Herod) -as to break. the king. 
the golden eagle? They told him Yes, chey Lhe peovle 
had done it. By.whag order ? (fays Herod a- seers ae 
gain) By the laws of our country, they cry’d. Hered. 
Well !fayshe, and what makes you fo chear-. 
fil now when .you are fure to dic?. We are 
chéarful, faid they, in the aflurance of a bet= 
ter life-after this. The king was fo mov’d at. 
this behaviour, that his anger put new life inta 
him, and made. himin fome meafure forget his 
difeafe,’ He call’d them overand over facrile- 
gious and feditious mifcreants, under a colour 
of law to attempt the over-turning of the go-.. 
vernment: but, fays he, like a company of 
wicked creatures you have behav’d yourfelvcs, 
and ‘like fuch you fhall be punifh’d. ‘The pco- 
ple were atraid the feverity might go too far, 
and therefore made it their réqueft to Herod, 
that he ;would content himfelf with joftice up- 
on the ring-leaders and the prifoners, and fhew 
mercy to the reft. ‘The. king was at laft pre- 
vail’d upon, and order’d thofe that came down 
by the ropes, and the ** two heads of the fac- The two 
tion to. be burnt alive; and thofe that were rabbies and 
taken together, to have their heads ftruck off the ring- 
by the common hangman. stan Pee ire 
Eiesos ‘be che “c a tas «_ putto death 
y . time was all over in pain 4 ftrange 
from head ‘to foot; a violent fever; an in- z 


7 


complication 


tolerable itching all over his body; gripes of diteates. 
ofthe cholick; dropfical. humours; windy 

pains in his ftomach; his privy parts putrify’d, 

and crawling with worms; difficulty of breath- 

ing; broken fighs; contraétion of the netves; 

and ‘convulfions all over. Some were fuper- 

ftitious enough to make this calamity a jadg- 

ment upon him, in revenge for the tworab- 

bies: but yetnotwithftanding all the torments 

and difeafes he had to ftruggle with, he was 

ftill fo defirous of life, that in this very cx- 

tremity he foughe for new remedies, and che-.. 
rifh’d fome hope yet of his recovery. He Herod tries 


crofs’d the-Jordan, and try’d the warm baths feveral ‘reme. 


tes but ro 


of Callirrhoc that run into the lake Afphalei- C'** : 
at, : sos . no. parpofe. 
tis; a water not’ only medicinal, but pleafant 


to the taftc. His phyficians then advis’d him 
to a bath of warm oil; but upon dipping in- 
to the veffel he loft his fenfes,and his eyes weré 
fet in his head. This lait fit was fo ghaftly, 
that his keepers broke all out into aclamour at 


the fright; fo that the very outcry brought 
But at laft when 





** ‘Fhe two Sophifts. ‘ 
Jlings of 
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Wares he came back to Jericho, and found 
his cafedefperate, he didin a manner threaten 
death itfelt, by one of the moft dreadful refo~ 
lutions that ever was heard of; the raging vi- 
olence of his choler having put him directly’ 
into a flame. ‘He fent out an order quite thro” 
Judca, for the feizing ofall the nobility, and 
thutting them up in the Circus || or Hippo, 
drome.’ Upon this, he fpoke to Salome, and’ 
her husband Alexas: “ I know very well (fays 
“ he) that the Jewswill make holiday of the, 
“© day of my death; but I fhall take care not: 
“ rt want mourners, or 4 fplendid pomp of, 
tuncral folemnities, if you two will but fol= 
low my direction. Let it be your care'then, 
* fo {con as ever the brearhis out of my~ bo-, 
dv, to fee che foldfers ‘turn’d loofe upon 
the perfons in the Circus, and put eve- 
ry man .of them to thé fword. ‘Naw 
‘ this will be a certain. way. ‘to make ‘the 
* whole province of Judea, and every parti- 
“ cular tamily ia ic, true, mourners at my. 

*° death?” : 
Jusr upon the difpatch of this order, He- 
vieem Toed’s deputies brought letters from Rome, 
i that Cefar had order’d Acme, the fervant of 
°S Juliaz, to be put to death; and that Antiparcr 
“> seas alfo condemn’d to die: but the letters faid 
withal, chac if his father fhould think fir to 











& a die content himfelf with banifhment, Cefar would 
lieroc. inthe nog be againft i. Herod, for the prefent, was 
horror ef 5 tomewhat réliewd by this meflage; but then 
el rclapfing into his pains (as he was at thattime 
hinucal 


afflicted’ with a violent cough) he had fore 
thought of laying violent hands upon himfelf: 
and {fo tock an apple, and call’d for a knife, as 
if it had béen only to cut orto pareit. After 
he had téok’d 4 little about him, for fear’ of 
being taken noticé of, he rais’d his hand with 
the action of a,man about'to ftab himfelf; but 
his nephew Achiab, perceiving it, ran’ up to 
him, and catching hold of him, prevented the 
mifchich » ” ° | 

Tuere was prefently, upon this, a fright- 
fal outcry. rais’d in the palace, ona report that | 
the king was dead. Antipatcr was over-joy’d 
at the hearing of ir, and had the confidence to 
treat with his keepers for a fum of moncy to 
i... ict him go; but the head officer did not only 
fy refufe to comply with the propofal, but went 
“a in that inftant to the king and inform’d him 
ts Rietoe: thereof, who, upon the hearing of it, burft out 
a into an cxclamation ftronger than one would 
dstodis hase cxpeéted from aman in his condition; 
whhim and thereupon order’d his guards to. go that 
2t&-¥> moment, and difpatch him, and to fee his bo- 
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Q his Ay dcpofited in the caftle of Hyrcanion. Up- 
Y. urine on this he alcer’d his teftament once more, and. 
teacor And- declar’d the cldeft brother Archelaus his ‘fuc~ 
cellor, in the place of Antipas, and made An- 

tipas a tecrarch. : we 
‘rye eah of  Herowdy’d five days after-the execution of 


UE ones Antipatcr, thirty four years {rom the death of 


'nor cafe, and'all ‘the erifigns of royalty were 









Antigonus, and thirty {even years after he was 
declared king by the Romians.' He was as for- 
tunate a man asever liv’d, faving the troubles 
in his own family, wherein he was ‘the moft 
unfortunate.» He was-advanced to the crown 
out of a private ftate. He kept ira long-tinic, 
‘and at laft Icfrit to his fons. — Uta d ie 

ing as yet of the 


Tue foldiers knew noth he | 
king’s ddath;- fo that Salome went out before- Salome and 


-hand with her husband to the Hippodrome, Alexas difip- 


pointed tic. 
rod’s cruel 
order. 


and order’d all the people to be fet at liberty 
that were thut, up there (though appointed for 
death) and every man difmifs’d to his own 
home... This was upon a pretence that Herod 
had chang’d'‘his mind. So foon as the compa~ 
ny was gone,’ publication was madé¢ of ‘the 
king’s death to.the foldiery ‘who being’ then 
drawn together into a body, at the amphithe- 
atre of Jeticho, Prolemy, the kteper of ‘the 
royal fignet, ‘entertain’d them with a {fpeéch 
in hoénourof ‘the deceas’d, whom he celebrated 
for a fortunate’ prince, conddling at’ the fame 
time. with the’ people for fo: fenfible. a lofs. 
After this, he read over a letter to them, that 
Herod had left for the’ foldigrs, being.’ paffio- 
nate récommiendation of his “fucceffor to” the 
good-will and affe€tion of the people. - After 
this letter, -he read the will; wherein Philip 
was declar’d heir of Trachon, and the neigh+ Herod's will 
bourhood to it; Antipas tetrarch, (as'I-faid read. 
before) and Archelausto inherit the kirigdom. 
Herod gave order for the ‘delivery. of his ring 
alfo to Céefar; and to prefenr ‘him with the 
knowledge of the whole’matter: for.theré was 
nothing ‘to ‘be done, ‘difpos’d“‘of, “or confirm’d, 
but by Cefar’s authority and dircétion vand for 
the reft, the former teftament to ftand .as it'was. 
-Turs was follow’d by an unanimous’ {Hout Archelans 
of gratulationsand atclamiations, with 4’ Long fuccefior to 
live, Archélaus; both foldiers and people Bee re 
eo gee ari ial : 2A : : iy'd with 
preffing in ‘with their good’ wifhes and,praycrs. the unani- 
The next work was to be the interring ‘of the mous acch- 
body; wherein Archelaus {par’d ncitherfor coft meetiony of : 
the people. 
made ufeof forthe pomp:and ornament of the eho eee 
funeral, .The herfe was cover’d all over with the funeral 
an embroidery, of gold ard précious. fones, folemnity. 
and an ‘intermixture of° purple; and upon. this 
was the body, laid, and coyer’d: with purple 
too: adiadcrn upon’ the, Head; a ‘crown’ of 
gold over that; 4 fccpter in his right, hand, 
und hig, children and. near-relations rotind’ a~ 
bout him: the guards’and the Thracian trodps, 
Germans; and Gauls,.- inarch’d at the ‘head of 
this folemnity, in’a forny and order of Batele 5 
all the reft ‘of’, the troops following thdir'lead- 
ers alfo-in, very good “Grder. | Arid’ ‘tiew ‘to 
clofe up the’ pomp, five hundred officers, do~ 
metlicks, ‘aa freemen brought up the train. 
The hoc y Was.carry’d two *, pndtee furlongs 
to the ‘caftle of Herodion,; ‘whe¢re ‘it was: bu- 
ry’d according to the, king’s mandate.’ ‘Ahd 
this was the end of Herod, eg Santen pags 
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|. A place appointed for horfe faces. 7 
* Two hundred furlongs amounted to twenty 
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five’ Englith miles and a quarter, 
viveh is galt the twentieth parrofa mile allowing a thoutind: pacesto thake-@ mile. 0 
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att . 7) ge Ds a i oi. 7 . hoe i 5 a nite aia pe ay : 
oerniag-and feafting,...Lhe néw king’s declaration to bis people. The multitude, cla» 
ibjedt of grievances. <n uproar little fort of a.rebellion, The guards worfted; 
in mith the whole body, ...drchelaus takes flipping for Rome, and Philip adisin 


pisabfence.. Sabinus advanced to. Cefarea in bis,wayfor Fiudea. Varus pis a ep to his journey: 


_ Sapiaus goes 
Safe diin., ! 
. Archelaus’s defences 


“as adjourn*d. oe 
DTtgvc ie Shor mom nit. ye 

BH E ‘neceflity of Archelaus’s going 
to Rome! uponithe death.of Herod, 
& prov’dtheoccafion of new trgubles. 
age _For.after. the. ceremony of the fe- 
WEEE ven days mourning was over, and’ 
people magnificently feafted, :'a cuftom a- 
mong the Jewsthat ruins many a man with the 
expence, for fear of being thought impious:in 
the ‘negicét ; Archelaus, I fay, after this fo- 
lernnity, advanced all in white up to the tem- 
ple, where the people received hiny with large 
expreffions of reverénce and refpeét: ‘and he 
himfelf {rom a ftately ‘tribunal, and his throne 
much» grace'and humanity 

to them. — GW RE TE — STE Re fa 
He gave them thanks for the care they had 
taken of his father’s funeral, and :for:the royal 
honoursthey had now ‘paid tohimfelf, as.to.an 
anointed king. ‘¢ But:yét (fays' he) till Ce- 
“far, the declared Jordand mafter of:all, fhall 
Rave confirm’d: the -dagceflion, 1 fthall. not 
“ entitle myfelf fo muchas to the name, ‘and 


pats 














_ © .fnuch lefs: tothe power and authority of a. 


“king, ."Phiscwas. it,.ithat when the army 
«& would:have fet the crown upon my hoad at 
<* Jericho, mademe reff. ic at their hands? 
though, fays he, D fhall never forget the 
 -kihdnefs ‘and the: hearty good will, Both of 
“the foldiers and. of the people, whenever 


to Ferufalem, apd demands pofféffion of fore.ca/tles, and monies.’ Jae % 
” Antipas fet up againft. Archelaus. Sabipuys: and Salome bring i, a charge agiinft hin, ' i 
 Ceofar hears both fides, and. proceeds toa trial, Autipater opens the cafe againfz 

| Archelaus. . Nicolaus, for the defendant.:.. Archelaus, gracioufly receiv'd [0 the. court 





Lhe officers. civilly re 





by Cefar, and Jo the court 


‘ 


“ Fifiall. come to be poffefs’d of regal. power ‘ - 
i. fronyhim that vhath a right to confer ir: 
 dndvlet them depend uponic, fays. he, that 

| they dhall find:me upon.all occafions readier 


“.to:oblige them than ever they found my 
“-Fathers?;  . ; a ee 
~ Fue multitude:was: mightily plcas’d with : 
this declaration, and in-the fame -inftant pur Phe multi- 
him to fome fort:of:trial.how far he would be eae thee: ae 
as good as his word. They ply’d him with reafonable 
fevera]. petitions; ‘fome to: bave their taxcs demands. | 
cas’d, ‘others to havé “them wholly-taken off; Archelsus fit- 
: et ° af ve: Seay crifices, and: 
and fome!again fot:a difcharge of prifoners 3 treats his 
but. upon‘the whole: matter; Archelaus deny’d friends, — 
them-nothing. . ‘This being over, he facrific’d = 
and: feafted with his friends.. “ ; : 
“LA terryLe after Noon, there 
rabble of malcécontents; and no fooner was the 
common mourning. for the death of the king 
over, but they began: now to lament the: peo» 
le’s ‘gricvancés.: of. Ie was hard, they faid, 
« foriHerod to'put: people to death for cut~ 
*¢-ting down the golden eagle from the gate of 
“ che cemple’’: and this:was not a difcontent 
in focret.ncither but what with tears, beat. 
ing: of pene and ‘impetuous outcries for the 
lofs of fo many good:mem that effeétually dy'd 
martyrs for the religion and Jaws of their coun- 
try, the' whole city rang with demeanor 
iS os an 


aflembled a Thecommon 
people began 
upen the fub- 
ject of gric- 
vances, 
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srows and mourning. ‘ We demand juttice, they 
6-8 & ory’d, upon Hered’s mercenaries, the,ac- 
“ curfed inftruments that ‘executed this wick- 
“ cdnefs  Wherefore,- in the firft place, let 
‘ Herod’s high-prieit’be turn’d out, and a man 
“ of more piety and integrity pur in his place”. 
Aagcneraus was traniported at this to the 
utcermott degree of indignation ; but ‘being in 
hatte upon his journey, he was not at leifure 
“os then to wait for a revenge: fo that for tear of 
“re loting his opportunity one way, and leaving a 
a ‘i i i he thoughe it 
chem tumult behind him the. other, ought it 
‘sce, more advifable to deal with them by admo-- 
isis of nition.and fair words, than by violence. Upon- 
co aslet this, he fent his maiter of the horfe to delire 
facm YS" chem to be quiet 3 but the heads of the fedition, 
eo fo foon as ever he came up to the temple, fell 
to pelring him with ftones, without. hearing 
him fpeak one word. Archelaus fent atter him 
feveral other meflengers upon the fame crrand, 
roar and they all far’d alike; .infomuch that they 
‘hert of wanted but number to make it a downright 
rebellion. : ad ie 
Tue feaft of unleavened bread was’ now at 
hand; the Jews calli their paflover. This 
“' tettival gave an occafion for-facrifices in. abun- 
~;, dance, and brought a great multitude of peo- 
ple up to the city upon the account of religi- 
on: divers of the taétion of the two fophifts 
among -the reft, -who came thither. to lament- 
the death of thofe pretended patriots, took up 
their refidence in the temple, from whence 
they would not remove ; waiting for matter to 
inflame their party to.a fedition. aye e hee 
Arcueraus had the forefight to fend .a 
band of foldiers and a tribune, with orders'to 
feize their principals, if they fhould be trou- 
blefome: and this he did to obviate the dan- 
‘ti ger of ageneraltumult. The multitude made 
ted head againft this party: fome they kill’d with 
* ftones, and the tribune himfelf came off forely 
wounded; the mutineers going as innocently 
back again to their devotions, as if nothing 
had been done. Archelaus finding to his coit 
iIchearmy thar this tumult was not to be appeafed with- 
std“ our blood, drew up his whole army upon 
{the them; the foot in the city, and the horfe be~ 
beter tore the walls. The foot fell upon them, even 
in the aét of facrificing, and kill’d near three 
thoutand of their men at the very altar. The 
remainder fled to the mountains 5; and Arche- 
laus caufing proclamation to be made for all 
pecple to depart to their own homes, put an 
end to the teitival. 
Arehelaas, ‘urs {edition being fupprefs’d, Archelaus 
ty cu thisy ith his mother and his three particular friends, 
vite jot Poplas, Prolemy and Nicolaus, took shipping 
together for Romc ; leaving Philip behind him, 
both as his viccroy, and as atruftce to manage 
“his particular citatc. Salome with her child- 
ren went along with him, together with the 
fons of the king’s brothers, and others of the 
kindred, under a pretext of aflitting Archclaus 
toward the gaining of the fucceflion: bur, in 
reality, their bufinefs was to call him to anac- 
count for the violation of the holy cemple. _ 
‘eas wa: As they were upon the way, they met with 
tow at Cel Sabinus the governour of Syria, at Cefarca ; 
rcwon his who was then going sate ee to take pof- 
wor tur Jecea © ton of the monies that Herod had left behind 
bat Varus him; bue Varus, ac the inftance of Archelaus, 
12! «Hep © and upon the mediation of Prolemy, puta ttop 
In tenel’s tg his journcy : fo that Sabinus, for Varus’s 


nie fake, neither meddled with the caftlea, nor 
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with the money, to the prejudice of Arche- 

laus ; and pafs’d his promife, that he would 

do nothing in it, but with Cefar’s approba- 

tion; .and upon that account ftay’d at Cefarea, Upon the de- 
But yet fo foon as Warus: was gone for An- parture of 
tioch;.and Archelaus for Rome, Sabinus up- es 
on the removing of thefe gbftacles, took his Sabineg cog 
Pope cane to go to Jerufalem, where he his way to 
lodg’d himfelf in the palace; and ‘fent from Jerufilem. 





7 oy 
thence to the governours of the caftles, and Where he 
iheon € th G h - formally de- 

e officers of the treafury, to put the one in- prands pot- 


to his hands, and to give him an acconnt_of the feffion of 
other.’ But the officers were fo juft to the or- fome caftles, 
ders and inftruGtions of Archelaus, .as.to ob- 2n¢ Herod’s 
ferve them to a tittle ; wherefore they put off The Jiscers 
Sabinus with this anfwer, that they were Ce- put him off 
far’s officers, not Archclaus’s.. Antipas, at with a civil 
the fame time, putin for the kingdom too; in- refufal. 
fiftipg upon it, that the former teftament was aes 
the better will of the two; and the fucceffion diceciion i 
in that teftament was fettled upon Antipas: and gaint Arche- 


he was-fure to have the intereft-of Salome and !us. 


others.of their ‘relations that fail’dwith Ar- aay counfel 
hel d the fi i f th Saas 
chelaus, toward the fupporting of that pre- Antipas 


tence. He carry’d his mother with him, and chiefly de- 


-Ptolemy, -the brother of -Nicolaus,~and a try*d pends upon. 


friend of Herod’s; which went a great way in 
that cafe; for there were no two men dearer 
than they: but the perfon that he chiefly de- 
-pended-upon -was Ireneus, a fharp-man;- and-an 
excellent orator. Antipas reckon’d himfelf fo 
fure in. the ftrength of thefe advocates, that 
whoever advis’d him to any fort of deference, 


_either to the feniority of Archelaus, or to the. 


authority of his father in his fecond teftament, 

he would fearce afford him the hearing. When 

they came toRome, all the enemies of Arche- 

laus-were furce to join with Antipas: thofe ef- 

pecially who had 2 mind to fhake off the yoke 

of government, or at leaft to be under:a’Ro- 

man magiftracy; and in ‘cafe they could not 

obrain-that, they would have Antipas for their 

king. RS 

Antipas laid a great ftrefs alfo upon the Sabinus’s | 

help ot Sabinus; who had already exhibited charge againt 

an accufation againft Archelaus, by letters to Archelus. 

Cefar;. with a charaéter:on the other hand,’ 

much to the. advantage:of Antipas. Salome Salome’s 

and her companions ftated the very cafe of the charge againt 

charge againft Archclaus, and prefented:it to him. 

Cefar:;. while Archelaus did as much on the eee 

other fide: for himfelf; ‘in a memorial underfe-~"" 

veral heads for his own juttification ; .befidc his 

father’s feal-ring, and an account’ of what 

treafure he left behind him; which was all 

tranfmitted to Cefar by the hand of Ptolemy. 

Cefar, computing with himfelf what he. had Cefir hears 

heard on both fides; confidcring alfo:the great both fides, 

nefs of the kingdom, and the variety of large #4 proceeds 

: ani . to a crial. 

revenucs , the numcrous family of Herod, to- 

gether with the Ictters of Varus and Sabinus, 

he call’d the Roman nobility to mect in coun. 

cil ; where Caius Cefar, the fon of Agrippa 

and his daughter Julia, was the firft time coms 

manded to takc his place at the board ; ‘and! fa 

they proceeded tothetriak © Gs . 
ANTIPATER, the fon of Salome, .an:elo- ‘Aasoaree 

quent orator, and a bitter enemy:to Archelaus, , ae ate 

open’d the caufe; fuggefting, inthe firft place; caute againd 

“¢ ‘That Archclaus had long dJince exercis’d fo= Archclau. 

“ vereign authority in cffeét, and that it was 

‘© now but matter of form to contend about 

“ the name. For what fignifics a hearing be« 

“ fore Cefar, to him that hag alrcady peed 

im 
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“him tor a judge? for Herod was no foon-| ‘¢ mafter, had certainly fenfe enough to ap- 


“¢ er dead, but people were immediatcly en- 
gag’d, and fuborn’d to fet the crown upon 
his head; while he himfelf did not only fit 
likeakingin aroyal ftate, and upona gol- 
den throne, but aét like onealfo; asin chang- 
ing the order of the militia, difpofing of 
charges, receiving and granting petitions; 
exercifing the power of lite and death in pub- 
lick crimes ; fetting his father’s prifoners 
at liberty, &c. which are all regal privi- 
leges. Now for this perfon that has al- 
ready engrofs’d to himfelf the powers and 
enfigns of royalty, to come to Cefar only 
for the title of it, makes Auguftus but a 
fhadow of a prince; and a king in found, 
not in effect. ee ee ee 

“ Anp then fiirther, (fays Antipater) what’s 
all” the folemnity of Archelaus’s mourning 
for his dead father,. more than an empty 
piece of formality? He affects. forrow all 
‘¢ day, and then fits up feafting and caroufing 
“ all night. And what was it at laft, but 
“ the. deteftation, the people had for his hy- 
* pocrify, that rais’d the late fedition?” But 
the main ftrefs of the charge was yet to come; 
which, was, “¢ a Horrible flaughter about the 
* temple. “It was a feftival day; the people 
“* gather’d together to worfhip, and pay their 
“€ devotions, and they theimfelves were made 
“¢ the facrifice. ‘Their throats, in fhort, were 
“< cut, and fuichheaps of dead bodies pil’d up 
“< in the temple, as inthe. moftimplacable and 
“¢ mercilefs of foreign. wars was hardly ever 
“© heardof. Now.Herod wasfo well acquaint- 
“ted with the cruclty of this man’s nature, 
that it was almoft'impoffible for him ever to 
“« give him the leaft hope of a crown, fo long 
“‘ as he was in his ‘right fenfes. And that, 
“© alas! wasnot the king’scafein the latter tef- 
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than his body; and he’ did not know what 
he did. Befide that after all this, there 
was nodifability or defeét charg’d upon An- 
tipas the fucceffor by the former will; but 
people gave him the charaétcr of a prince 
very well qualify’d for the royal function. 
Or what if it fhould be fuppofed now, that 
Herod was, in truth, found and in hisrighe 
fenfes? Archclaus has as good as abdicated 
the royal dignity by acting againft thc laws 
of the conftitution. What havock would 
this. young man make now, if he had Cefar’s 
authority to cover him in his crucltics, that 
does all this upon his own account without 
any power at all ?” oa 
Anripater fpoke abudantly to this effect, 
and a great many near relations of Archclaus 
ave evidence againft him to thefeveral points. 
hen Antipater had now finifh’d his plea for 
the plaintift, Nicolaus rofe up for the defen- 
dant; who, in the firft place, made it appcar, 
“ ‘That the flaunghter committed in the temple 
“© was not only of abfolute neceflity, but the 
“ people that were kill’d were Ccfar’s cne~ 
«© mies? He fhew’d likewife, “« Thatifor the 
“ other pretended crimes, the prefént oppofcrs 
“ of Archelaus were themfelves the adviters of 
them’? As to the validity of the fecond 
teftament, he argu’d, “ ‘That it ought to {tand, 
“ in regard that Herod had at that time the 
“ confideration and refpeét to refer the con- 
‘ frmation of ic to Cefar, Now he that had 
€ the judgment to know the right lord and 


an 


tament: his mind ‘was more out of order! 























point the right heir. 

Wu thele words Nicolaus concluded his 

argument, and Archelaus then ftepp’d out on a Archelaus 

fudden: and caft himfelf at €efar’s feet; who calts.himfelf 

took him prefently up again with fo fingular a AU CHane 

a grace of benignity and refpeét, that he gave 

to underftand by it, hethought him worthy to 

fucceed his father; but gaveno pofitive deter. 

mination at that time, a ta tg Boe 
_Tuxs being done, Cefar difmifs’d the coun- And fo ad- 

cil for that day, and enter’d into a delibera- journs the 

tion with his friends what was to_ be, done,in °°" 

the cafe: whether to chufe any of thofe that 

were in the will, for a fucceflor, or to make an 

equal partition of the principality among the 

whole family ; for they were numerous, and 

1t would require a great expence to maintain 

them all with honour. 


Ay oF , 


feet, who, re- 
ceives him 
gracioufly.. 








1 CHAP. I. 

Lhe death of Malthace the mather of Archelaus. 
The Fews in an uproar, 8c. The feaft of. 
pentecof?. The people come flocking wp to it 
jrovt all quarters. The manner of the Fews 
drawing up. Sabiaus preffes Varus for relief; 
and takes fanGuary inthe tower of Phafacl. 
Az affault given to the temple, and a bloody 
Sight upon it. The Fews gall the Romans fron 
thé galleries above. The Romans fet frre to 
the galleries, with a great flaughter. The folm 
diers pillage the holy treafiuve. The Fews fim= 
won the palace, and fit down before it. “They. 
offér Sabinus conditions, which ‘he refufes for. 
fear of a fuare, Bc. Fudea all over in face 
tions and broils, 3c, ae , 


oe: Oe Aig a” ee 7 4a : é 

B nr Oe Pe cdme to any refolution oe b. 17. 6 

upon the fucceffion, Malthace the mother 73 

of Archelaus fell fick and dy’d. At thie time yyre eth of 

there came letters from Warus, out. of Syria, mother of 

of a revolt among the Jews; which Varus fore- Archelaus. 

fecing, went up to Jerufalem upon Archclaus’s Te Jews 

journey to Rome, to reftrain the incendiaries, “7 PY" 

and to keep things quiet, When he found this 

would hot do, and that the multitude was {till 

unruly, he quarter’d one of the three legions 

he brought out of Syria, in the city; and fo 

went back againto Antioch ag 
Bur when Sabinus came afterward to Je- Sabitius ene 

rofalem, he furnithed the Jews with new mat~ flames the | 

ter to work upon, For finding himfelf cn- SanSret: 

fore’d with Varus’s troops, belide a band of — 

his domefticks, that were all arm’d, and wirhin 

call, to ferve the turn of his violence and ava- 

rice ; his defign was to get the caitles, and 

Hcrod’s monics into his hands, by torce and 

menace. upon the governors and other officers 

that had them in charge. It was now the 

featt of pentecoft, or the filtieth day; fo call’d ane tot of 

from the term of the revolution after fever Ihe people 

times feven days. The pcople gather’d toge= comeHocking 

ther in prodigious numbers, not fo much for up to it from 

religion, as for {pice and indignation ; a world 4!! quarters. 

out of Galilee, Idumea, Jericho, and the 

country beyond Jordan, with the inhabitants 

of Judea; that for number and coufage were 


more confiderable than thé reft. They divi- arene 
ded into three bodics, and pitch’d their tents drawitig up. 


in three. quarters: one upon the north of the 
temple, another upon the fouth, toward the 


Hippodrome ; and the third tothe weftward 
i of 
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of the palace. So thac the Romans were 

tiow befer. : 
Sabinas pref- _ Sasinus’s heart began to fail him, betwixt 
fe, Waras for the courage and the number of the enemics 5 
Be fo that he prefs’d Varus, by frequent exprefles, 
oe to bring him relief immediately, or all would 
Ciweror be lott elfe. He took care of himfelf, how- 
Pawel ever, and got into the tower of the caftle that 
commanded all the reit, which took its name 
trom Phafael the brother of Herod, that was 
flain by the Parthians. Sabinus, from this 
cower, gave a fignal to the legionaries to break 
in upon the enemy ; but he had not the heart 
himieif to lead on the very men that he was 
Sask gi: to command. The Romans, according to their 

: order, made a defperate attempt upon the tem- 
44 ble, and it came to a very bloody fight ; but 
* Yo long as the Jews had no help from above, 
either with darts or arrows, the Romans, be- 
ing the better foldiers, had the advantage of 
Jews chon. Bur when the Jews afterward came to 
“Ro- cor poffeifion of the galleries, and to gull the 
Romans trom over head, there were abun- 
dance of them kill’d, and at the fame time out 
of diftance to take their revenge; but hand to 
hand they would have been much too hard for 
them. 
2Rerens Upon this pinch the Romans fet fire to the 
toibe galleries, which, for the workmanfhip, pro- 
sith Bortions, and ornament, were every way in- 
comparable. There were abundance of the 
Jews chat perifh’d in the fire 5 fome cut off by 
the enemy upon their fall, others pufh’d off 
from the battlements, and,fome again, in de- 
(pair, chofe rather to die by the fword than by 
the fire, and laid violent hands upon them- 
felves. Thofe that made any attempt upon 
the Romans from the walls, were deftroy’d 
without any Cifficulty 5 till at laft, all of them 
foldiers being either kill’d or featter’d, the foldiers 

fe made a booty of the holy treafure, carrying off 
four * hundred talents. and leaving the re- 
mainder to Sabinus, all buc what was carried 
away by ftealch. 

Tuis lofs of men and treafure brought on 
an inforcement of a more dangerous body of 
Jews upon the Romans than the other, both 
for valour and number. ‘They fummon’d the 
palace, and fer down before it, with a menace 
cf giving no quarter, unlefs they immediately 
quitted it, and offering Sabinus liberry to de- 
part with his legion, and what other troops 
25° “he had about him, if he thought fit, as there 
for Were 2 great many court-voluntecrs, and three 
are. rhoufand men of Sebafte, (the braveft fellows 

Herod had in his army.) TMefe were com- 

4 manded by Rufus and Gratus; Rufus an offi- 
* oe. cer of the horfe, and Gratus ot the foot, both 
©" of them men of courage and conduét, and a 
confiderable advantage to the partics they fided 

with, evenin their fingle perfons. The Jews 

ftill prefs’d the fiege, and attempted the walls 

of the caftle, calling out to Sabinus all the 
while to quit the place and be gone, without 
oppofing himfelf any longer to the refolution 

they had taken of recovering their liberties. 
Sabinus would willingly have gone off, if he 

durft have trufted them; but their civility 
icok’d fo like a fare, that he fufpected it 5 


and therefore, in the hope of relief from Va- 
rus, he ftood the fiege. 

Jupea was at that time all over in tumults; 
and pretenders of all forts waiting for an op- 
portunity to break in upon the government 5 
as there were gotten together a band of two 
thoufand veterans in Idumea, that had for— 
merly ferv’d under Herod. They were welk 
arm’d and appointed, and had feverak encoun~ 
ters with the king’s troops, particularly with 
Achiab, Herod’s kinfman, who had often to 
do with them upon fallies out of wall’d towns, 
but in the plain field he was not able to deal 
with chem. 

In Sepphoris of Galilee there was one Ju- 
das, the fon of Hezckias, (the famous cap— 
tain of the robbers, formerly taken by Herod.) 
This Judas had at that time gather’d together 
a conliderable body of men, forcing the king’s 
magazines, and arming himfelf and his com— 
panions out of thofe ftores, fetting himfelt 
againft all oppofers, and extremely harafling 
the country. 
























































the river, one Simon, formerly a domeftick of 
Herod’s. He was a man of a prodigious fize 
and ftature, a robuft body, and of fo exact a 
fymmetry, that nothing could be more grace— 
ful in the proportions of one part to another. 
He conduéted a parcel of thieves, and went 
up and down roving with a crown upon his 
head, burning and laying wafte wherever he 
came as at Jericho; he fet fire to the king’s 
palace there, and laid feveral glorious build- 
ings in afhes round about it ; where, with much 
cafe, he made himfelf mafter of a very rich 
booty. We was in a fair way to have gone 
through with his work, and made a clear 
country of it, if Gratus, who commanded the 
king’s foot, had not brought his archers from 
Trachon, and a brave body of Scbaftens, fea~ 
fonably in to their relief In fhort, they 
fought, and Simon was worfted, a great part 
of his foot cut off, and himfelf put to the 
rout; but as he was upon his flight a-crofs a 
fteep bottom, Gratus gaincop’d him, and with 
a blow athwart the neck and fhoulders cut him 
down. This was the end of Simon, But 
there was another gang yet of the fame fort of 
people that were gotten together about - Ama- 
thus and the borders of Jordan, which laid all 
the palaces in rubbifh thereabouts. 

Tuere was alfo at that time a certain fhep- 
herd, whofe name was + Athronges, who had 
the confidence to fet up fora king. He had 
a body to execute any thing, and fo daring a 
refolution, that he feared neither danger nor 
death irfelf; fo that in the ftrength of this 
impulfe he would run all hazards. He had 
for his feconds four brothers like himfelf, who 
ferv’d him for his officers, both of war and 
council. They had every man his troop, and 
with thefe parties he made his incurfioms. 
When he was upon any bufinefs of moment, he 
fat mounted on his throne, with a crown upon 
his head, pronouncing judgment, and giving 
his orders like a very king indeed. At this 
rate the five brothers went on for fome time, 
fpoiling the country, and deftroying whatever 















* Four hundred Jewith ralenrs weighed forty five thoufand fix hundred and twenty five potinds, and their value 
in Glver amounted to an hundred thirty fix thonfand eight hundred feventy five pounds, and in gold to two thou- 
fand one hundred and ninety thoufand pounds Englifh money. 

} Betharamath Jot: fi 

+ Antiq. lib. xvii. ¢. rz. al, Atharongexs. 
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Tuere was then alfo on the other fide of 


Judea all 
over in fac- 
tions and 
broils. 


The perfon 
and exploits 
of Judas the 
on of Heze- 
kias, the great 
robber. 


Simon for- 
merly a fer- 
vant of He- 
rod’s. 
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fhepherdyeut 
huis four bro- 
thers, men ot 
ambition and 
courage. 
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which the Arabians defttoy’d for no other 

reafon, but that he was a friend to Herod. 

The army advanc’d next to d Sappho, a ftrong Sppho taken 
place, which they took, rifled and pillag’d. **¢ pillaged. 
‘The Arabians carried all before them with fire Emmaus laid 
and {word ;,** Emmaus was abandon’d, and in athes. 
that they burnt by the command of Varus, in 

revenge tor the death of. Arius and his com- 

Pantions. 

He advanced from hence, with his army to Upon the ap- 
Jerufalem, where the Jews quitted the fiege proach of 
upon the very fight of his approach. Some Ysts es 
fhifted away into the fields and the woods; gene a 
but che citizens, on thé contrary, carried it confution. 
fair, and welcom’d him into the town. ‘They The citizens 
had nothing to do, they faid, in the fedition, }¥% their 

a ands of the 
but laid the blame upon others; and they gaision. oni 
were fo far from joining with the mutineers, com teri: 
that they were as much block’d up in the Vares‘s.. 
town themfelves as the Romans. But it was the tos - 
an high day, and they could not hinder people 
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ftood in their way; the Romans in the firft 
place, and the king’s troops; nay, and the 
Jone themfelves, wherever they could make a 

ooty of them. ‘There was a convoy one day 
with corn and arms that the Romans were car- 
rying to one of their legions. Thefe free- 
booters met them by * Emmaus, and fought 
them; they kill’d Arius the centurion, and 
about forty of his beft men, and they had 
been all loft, if Gratus with his Sebaftens had 
not come in the nick of time to bring them off. 
Thefe ravagers went on a confidcrable while, 
committing great fpoil and havock; and no-~ 
thing came amifs to them, either natives or 
ftrangers. But in the end, three of the bro- 
thers were taken; the eldeft by Archelaus, and 
the two next by Gratus and Ptolemy ; a fourth 
render’d himfelf to Archelaus upon conditions. 
‘This was the end of the adventure of the fe 
five men; but Judea was at this time all over- 


























ron-with a pillaging plundering war. 


CHAP. Iif. 


Varus joins with the Romans againft the Fews. 
1. Sappho taken 
Upon 
the approach of Varus the Fews quit the fiege in 
enn The citizens wafb their bands of the 
fedition, and courpliment Varus into the towi. 
Wear two thoufand of the ringleaders crucified. 
Vavus difcharges the. Arabians for their misbe- 
The generofity of Varus towards the 


Sepphoris burnt to the ground. 
and pillag’d. Emmaus laid in afbes. 


L407, 


havior. 
Idumean Fews. 


Ant. Lib, xvit. 
c. 16, 


mans againft 
the Jews. 


him there at the rendezvous. 


hundred. men well arm’d, in his paflage. 


Galilee, under the } command of his friend 


Gallus, who foon after encounter’d a party, 


and gave them a total rout, enter’d the city 
fepyhoris of Sepphoris, burnt it to the ground, and 
burnt i the snade all the inhabitants flaves. 
ground, 
maria, but fpar’d the city, 
not intermeddled in the revolt. 


ARUS being given to underftand from 
Sabinus and the chief officers at Jerufa-. 
Varus joins Jem, that the legion there was in danger to be 
with the Ro- Joft, he haften’d with all poflible expedition to 
their fuccour, and fo march’d with the two 
. other legions he had under his command, and 
four wings of horfe, to Prolemais, ordering 
the king’s and the prince’s auxiliaries to join 
The people of 

Berytus brought him an enforcement of an 
oe 
on his coming to Prolemais, Aretas the king 
of Arabia (being a bitter encmy of Herod’s) 
join’d him with a confiderable body of horfe 
and foot.” When he had drawn up his troops 
near Prolemais, he fent part of his army Into 


Vagus carried his army after this into Sa- 
becaufe they had 
He encamped 


at + Arus, a village belonging to Ptolemy, 


from coming into the city. Jofeph the ne- 

phew of Archelaus, with Rufus and Gratus 

the king’s generals, the Sebaftens, and the 

Roman foldiers alfo in the military habic ; 

thefe, in the firft place, march’d all out of 

the town to meet him. Sabinus durft not look 

Varus in the face, and had ftole away fome 

time before out of the town to the fea-fide. 

Varus in the mean time difpers’d his. troops 

up and down all over the country, in fearch of 

the principal authors of this tumult. They 

took up great numbers of them, and for thofe 

fticklers that Varus found to be leaft malicious, 

he order’d them to be kept in cuftody, and for 

the reft that were more criminal, he caufed Near two 

near two thoufand of them tobe crucfied. Pentend of 
Varus had intelligence- yet once again of (1 tingleads 

ten thoufand Jews in arms about Idumea; fo Varus dif 

that he immediately difcharg’d the Arabians, charges the 

and.fent them home ; for they did not act as oe for 

men of honour and foldiers, but gave them- ee 

felves wholly up to fpoil and rapine, laying : 

the country wafte wherever they came, which 

was much againft his liking. Upon the recei- 

ving of this news, he put himfelf at the head 

of his own troops, and march’d diredtly 

againft the enemy ; but before it came to blows, 

by the advice of Achiab, they furrender’d 

themfelves, and laid down their arms. Varus 

was eafy to the multitude, but fent the officers fry of Varies 

to_anfwer for themfelves to Cefar; fome of towards the 

whom Cefar pardoned ; but finding forne Idumean 

kinfmen of Herod’s in the number, he pro- Jews. 

ceeded againit them as traitors, for taking up 

arms againft their king. By this means Varus 

accommodated matters at Jerufalem, and Icav- 

ing the fame legion again in the city that he 

made ufe of before for their guard, he return’d 


to Antioch. 


FT a cn a 


* Al. Ammaus. 

JT See Antiq. lib. xvii. ¢. 12. 
+ Ibid. 3 

} Sampho, Antiq. 

** Al. Ammaus. 
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CHAP. IV. 

Fhe Fews petition Cefar for a Je exercife of re- 
ligier. Cefar calls a Council of noble men and 
friends, to advife upon’t. The Jews and their 
deputies on the one bands; Archelaus and his 
friends on the cther. A bloody invective of the 
Sows againft Herod and bis fons. Nicolaus 
ftands up in the defence of Archelaus. Cefar 
bears the cafe ; and foon after fettles the go- 
cerutcat, aud fees Herod’s will executed. 


Arb. re. 
coi. 


HILE this pafs’d in Judea, there hap- 

\ \ pen’d another difpute with the Jews at 
’ Rome, that put a further delay to the preten- 
fions of Archelaus. There were fifty depu- 
ties, that had been fent to Rome from thcir 
principals at Jerufalem, before this confufion 
broke out, (and it was with Varus’s licenfe 
too.) Their butinefs was to petition Cefar in 
*° che name of the reit, tor a free liberty and 
exercife of their profelfion; and there were 
». eight thoufand Jews, inhabitants of Rome, 
who join’d with them in the requeft. Cefar 
, called a council of the Roman nobility, and 
"= of his own particular friends, to mect in the 

temple ct Apollo upon the Mount-Palatine ; 
a itructure ot his own ereéting, and as rich 
and curicus as coft and ornament could make 
it. ‘The council being affembled, there was a 
multitude of Jews and their embafladors rang- 
ed on the one hand, and Archelaus with his 
friendson the other. The kindred kept them- 
felvces upon the guard, ftanding a part as neu- 
ters; the envy and hatred they had for Ar- 
chelaus would not fuffer them to fide with him, 
and then they were aiham’d on the other hand 
to take part with the ememics of a prince of 
the blood. Among others, there was Phili 
the brotherof Archelaus, whom Varus fent be- 
fore, upon two triendly accounts; the one, 
thet he might be within diftance of affifting his 
brother upon occafion ; the other, thacin cafe 
Auguitus fhould think fir to divide the go- 
vernment among the children of Herod, he 
himfelf might come in for his fhare. 

Tue accufers were now to be heard; and 
the firft point in queition was this: ‘* What 
fthe ¢ had Herod done contrary to the law? It 
‘C was then urg’d, thar he never demean’d 
“ himfelf like a king; but on the contrary, 
* a5 the moft intolerable ryrant upon the face 
“‘ of the earth. And his cruelty did not ftop 
*¢ neither at the profufion of innocent blood, 
“¢ and the violence of juftice ; but he made 
« the very living with themfelves dead. And 
“¢ he did not only tear the bodies of his fub- 
jects to picces with torments ; but ftript his 
“* towns and cities of all thar was choice and 
precious, and gavc it away in oftentation to 
foreigners; facrificing the very livesalfo of 
the Jews ro ftrangers. Inftead of the blef- 
fings of our ancient laws and liberties, he 
hath lett his people nothing but beggary and 
iniquity in exchange; infomuch that they 
have fuffer’d more plagues fince his coming 
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to the crown, than their forefathers ever 
felt fince their deliverance from Xerxes, out 
“* of the captivity of Babylon. 

“© Bur the Jews have been now fo wontcd 
toflavery, that they are grown modeft and pa~, 
. tient under the yoke, even to the degree of 
entailing a voluntary fervitude upon their 
pofterity, in the perfon of Archelaus, the 
fon of the late tyrant ; whom they faluted. 
as king immediately upon the death of his 
father. They mourn’d for Herod, and offer’d 
up their joint vows for the long and profpe~' 
rous reign of his fucceffor at the fame time.. 
And then, to put it out of doubt that he was the. 
true fon of his bloody father, he made his 
aufpicious entrance upon thegovernment,with 
the flaughter of three thoufand citizens; and 
the better to entitle himfelf to the fucceffi- 
on, this butchery was his oblation to God 
of three thoufand victims; and all this up- 
on a holy day, and the carcaffes pil’d up in | 
the holy temple. 
«© Wuavr wonder isit now for men that have 
outliv’d fo many miferies, and efcap’d fo 
dangerous a-rock,-to own their averfion to 
this man, and to fall (if perifh they: muft). 
like men of honour with their faces to the 
enemy ! All thatthe Jews defire at the hands 
of the Romans, is only that Cefar will 
judge the wretched remainder of them fo 
tar worthy of pity, as not to expofe them 
to the rigour of their mercilefs oppreffors ; 
but rather to annex Judea to Syria, and 
range them under the laws and rules of the 
Roman government. ° It will then be feen 
whether the Jews are in truth fo turbulent 
and feditious a fort of people as they are gi- | 
ven out to be; when they fall once into the - 
hands of human and temperate governours. 
“¢ ‘With this petition the deputies clos’d their 
“© charge. 
Nicoraus, in his reply, clear’d the kings Nicolaus 
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in the firft place of the crimes fuggefted a~ ftandsup in 
gainft them, and fo proceeded to a charaéter Aicpelins 


of the very nation of the Jews; fetting them 
forth to be a people uneafy under any govern= 
ment, but naturally averfe to kingfhip; con- 
cluding his difcourfe with fome remarks upon 
the relations of Archelaus, who join’d with 
his accufers. 

Wuen Cefar had heard both fides, he dif~ Cefar hears 
folv’d the court, and after fome few days be- the caufé, and 
ftow’d upon Archclaus one half of the king- oe a Be 
domunder the name of an Ethnarchy, and with TeeaRenee 
a promite to make him king in a ‘hort time, and fees He- 
if he found he behav’d himfelf fo asto deferve 10d’s will ex- 
it. ‘The other half he divided into two te- °c 
trarchies, which he gave to two.cther fons of 
Herod: one to Philip, the other to Antipas; 
who had a difpute with Archelaus about the 
fovercignty. There fell tohis fhare the coun- 
try beyond the river, and Galilee; of two 
hundred * talents yearly value. But Bata- 
nea, T'rachon, and Auranitis, and fome pare 
of the land of + Zenoabout Jamnia: this was 
affign’d to Philip, and yielded a revenue of an 
hundred # talents. There fell into Archela- 


* Two hundred talents (as has been before obferved) weighed twenty two thoufand eight hundred and twelve 
poundsfix ounces, and their value in filver amounted ro fixty eight thoufand four hundred and thirty feven pounds 
ten shillings, and in gold to one million ninety five thoufand pounds Englith money. 


+ Zenodorys, Ant. b.17.¢. 13. 


3 
+ An hundred talents (as we obferved before) weighed eleven thoufand four hundred aud fix 


pounds three 


ounces, and their value in filver amounted to thirty four thoufand two hundred and eighteen pounds fifteen fhil- 
lirgs, and in gold to five hundred forty feven thoufand five hundred pounds of our money. 


us’s 
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us’s ethnarchy, Idumea, all Judea and Sama- 
tia; * which laft was cas’d of a fourth part 
of their tribute, as a reward for not joining in 
the rebellion with their neighbours. | Straton’s 
tower, Scbafte, Joppa, and + Jerufalcm, 
were all caft into Archelaus’s lor: but Gaza, 
Gadara, and Hippon (Greek cities) were de- 
rach’d from the kingdom, and annexed to Sy- 
ria. ‘The income upon the whole, to Arche- 
jaus, amounted to four + hundred talents. 
Cefar beftow’d upon Salome, befide what was 
left her by the king’s will, Jamnia, Afotus, 
and Phafaelis: “he gave her, a palace alfo at 
Askalon; all which were valu’darfixty ** ta- 
lents; but her palace was fubjetted to_the 
jurifdigtion of the ethnarchy. “ When Cefar 
had difcharg’d all Herod’s legacies to his 
kindred, he gave to his two virgin daughters 
five hundred thoufand pieces of minted moncy 
over and above, andmarry’d them to the fons 
of Pheroras. Bunt, in the end, upon the divi- 
fion of Herod’s patrimony, Cefar made a ge- 
nerous diftribution of a thonfand > talents 
more, that were bequeathed to himfclf; re- 
ferving only fome particular things of little 
value, to keep by. him in memory of the de- 
ceas’d. ms 








CHAP. V. 


A cowsterftit Alexander. The manner of the con- 
trivance. The method aud management of the 


cheat... The impoftor detected, aud condemn dto 
the galleys. Lhe Sift projector put to death. 


the WARS of 


the JEWS. 


long with him to Rome. Upon his arrival at 
Puteoli, che Jews of the place .made him mag- 
nificent prefents; and Herod’s friends treat- 
ed him all the while as a fovercign prince. 
The wonderful likenefs, in fine, had got him 
fuch credit, that as many as had fecn Alexan- 
der would not ftick to {wear that this was the 
man. The ftory made fuch a noife in the 
world, thatthe Jews at Rome came.all flock- 
ing in to fee him: nay che very ftrects and 
ways were throng’d where he was to pafs, In 
fhort, the delufion had fo ftrongly poffefted 
them, that they carry’d him up and down in 
achair of ftate, and fpar’d tor nothing either 
of coft or refpcét that might fort with his pre- 
tence. 

Now. Cefar calling to mind. the lineaments 
and air of Alexander’s face, (whom he re- 
member’d ever fince he was before him upon 
Herod’s accufation) he .bethought -himfclf of 
fending one Ccladus (who knew. him as well 
as any man) to fetch the young man to him; 
not but that Cefar believed him to bea cheat all 
along; but however, for the humour’s fake, 
fomething was to be done in form. Ccladus 
found him out ; and upon the firft fighe of 
him, concluded him to be a counterfeit ; but 
when he came to confider the coarfnefs of his 
skin, fhape, and manner of addrefs, ‘his fufpi- 
cion was-confirm’d beyond all peradventure. 
‘The thing indced that mov’d Celadus the moft, 
was hisbold way of out-facing people. Ask- 
ing about Ariftobulus ; ‘© He was very.well, 
* ‘he faid, but liv’d on purpofe at Cyprus, to 
“ be out of harm’s way ; for if they kept.to~ 





“ gether, there would’be more danger of mif- a. 
“© chief by a furprize”, When Celadus had deretted, anc 


tT this time there flarted up a certain : 6. 5 | 
kept -his countenance-thus far, he took him a condesiiy'd to 


Ant. b. 17. 
c, 17. 


A counterfeir citizen. 


Alexander. 


‘The manner 


oung man, by nation a Jew, and edu- 
cuted in Sidon, with the free man of a Roman 
This man took upon him to perfo- 
nate Alexander, whom Herod put to death ; 
and went to Rome on purpofe to fet up the 
impofture. He had with him, for countc- 
nance and counfel, another Jew, that was.per- 
feétly well inform’d in the train and intrigues 
of Herod’s court. This Jew gave his com- 


of thecontri- panion his leffon; which was, that the people 


vance, 


The method 
and manage- 
ment of the 
chear, 


lov’d .by his father to put himfelf and 
outset’ = death, had fo great a compaffi- 
on for them, that they fubfticuted. two other 
perfons in their places, and convey’d the bro- 
thers out of the way. ‘This pafs’d for current 
with many Jews in Crete ; who furnifh’d the 
pretender there with plentiful fupplics. He 
went from thence to Melos; where he was 
receiv’d again with fill more honour and 
bounty. Nay, and he carry’d the matter fo 
fair too, that he took feveral of his friends a~ 


fide, andtold him plainly, this is alla juggle, the gallies. 


fayshe ; do you but difcover the author of this 
contrivance, and Cefar will give you your own 
life for your pains. He promifed him that he 
would, and fo follow’d him to Cefar; where 
he difcover’d the Jew that had put him upon 
it, to get money byit: and in particular, the 
exact fums that he had rais’d from the feveral 
cities impos’d upon by the delution, which 
were more than Alexander himfclf could have 
procur’d, if he had been alive. ‘The impo- 
fture was fo comically aéted, that Cefar could 
not but fmile at it: and-yet, however, in tlic 
end, he. condemn’d. the falfe Alexander to a 


galley, (as 2 fervice that his body was made The Fra pro- 
for) and commanded the advifer to be put to je¢tor pur to 
death; but for the foolifh people of Melos, death. 


they had pay’d dear enough for their madnefs, 
he thought, in the expence ; and fothat charge 
was their punifhment. — 


- ‘ . . = :. eee f s # ie 


* See Antiq. b. 17. c. 13. 
+ Some ced Anthedon for Jerufalem. 


+ Four hundred talents weighed forty 


five thoufand fix hundred and twenty five pounds, and their value in fil- 


ver amounted to one hundred thirty fix thoufand eight hundred feventy five pounds, ‘and in gold to two millions one 


dred and ninety thoufand pounds Englifh money. 
me Siny ralents weighed fix thoufand eight hundr 


amounted to twenty thoufand five hundred and thirty one poun 


eight thoufand and five hundred pounds Engltfh money. 
‘A. thoufand talents" weighed one hundred fourteen t 


houfand and fixty 
valuein filver amounted to'three hundred and forty two thoufand one hundred and 


ed and fort three pounds nine ounces, and their value in filver 


sfive fhillings, andin goldto three hundred twenty 


two pounds and fix ounces, and their 
eighty feven pounds ten-fhillings, 


‘and in gold to five millions four hundred and feventy five thoufand. pounds of our EET: ; 


N° 20, 


7K 


CHAP, 


FLAVIUS JO 


CHAP. 


588 





VI. 


Archelans banifi’d for bis opprefioit, and bis goods 
feivrd. A foreboding dream, The dreaut ex- 
pounded and made good. another dream of the 
‘princes Glaphyra’s. Glapkyra’s vifion of ber 
Prft busbana. She tells ber dream, and dics 
within two days. 


HEN Archelaus came to be fettled in 


Ant b rt > 

ae his cthnarchy, he did nor forget old 
grudges, but feverely opprefs’d both Jews and 
Samarians; and upon an cmbatly from both 
to Cefar againft him, in the ninth ycar of his 

Archelezs government, he was banifh’d to Vienne, a 

banifh'd tor 


city of Gaul, and his eftate confifcated. 
Tere goes a ftory of a ftrange dream 
Archelaus had before his fummons to attend 
Cefar, He dream’d he faw nine large full 
ears of corn, and oxen eating them. Upon 
this he apply’d himfelfto feveral of the magi- 
cians and Chaldeans to unriddle this dream: 
fome faid one thing, fome another; but Si- 
mon, an Effene, gave it this interpretation. 
“© 'Thefe ears of corn, fays he, are years; by 


his opprefli- 
on, and his 
ecods fein'd. 
“A foreboding 
ream. 


The éream 


expounded. «¢ oxen, is to be underftood changes, and over- 
“ turning of things; as the earth is overturn’d 
** with the plough. So many years as therc | 
‘© were ears of corn youare to reign; and after | 
“ many ftrange revolutions, to die.” Within 
Andcomes the compafs of five days after this refolution, ; 
to pals. Archelaus was call’d upon to plead his caufe | 
before Cefar. 
poe Tuere was another memorable dream alfo j 
Bes of the princefs Glaphyra, the daughter of: 
of the P ‘ poyra, h 
princets Gla- Archelaus the king otf Cappadocia, and the , 


phyra. wife of this Archelaus ; whofe firit husband | 
was Alexander, the brother of him we are now | 
{peaking of, and the fon of Herod; by whom 
he was atrerwards put to death. This prin- | 
cefs, fater his death, marry’d Juba the king: 
cf Libya; and upon his deceafe went home 
again, and liv’d with her father in her widow- | 
heed. Archelaus the ethnarch fell fo defpe- | 
rately in love with her at firft fight, that he pre- 
fently put away Mariamne, and took her to 
Glaphyrahed hiswife. In fome fhort time after this fhe went 
avinon ofher back into Judea, and had there a vifion of her 
firft husband. firft husband Alexander, appearing to her. 
“© Audacious creature! fays he, was not one 
“ husband enough for thee after me? but haft 
thou the face now to take a third, and this 
under my own roof? And which is yer 
worft of all, my own brother * Thefe are 
‘injuries not to be put up, But this will not 
do: for I will have you again in fpite of 
your heart,” She told this dream to her 
friends, and dy’d within two days. 


“ 
«ee 


Giaphyra 
tells her 
dream, and 
diestwa days 


aiter. 
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CHAP. VIL 


Thyce forts of Fews : Pharifees, Sadducees and 
Effenes. Of the Effenes ; their temperance, and 
cpinicn of nlarriage 5 _thetr goods in com= 
son; their apparel, charity, and waygf living 5 
their feruples of confcience. Men of peace and 
gecd faith; and azainft all oaths. The me- 
thod of entring into the feciety. Their way of 


SEPHUS of 
punifbing offenders. The jufteft people alive. 
They have a veneration jor antiquity. Strict 
obfervers of the fabbath. They are commonly 
long liv’d and firm in the contempt of death 
afelf. Their opinion of the foul. Some of them. 
pretend to the {pirit of prophecy. Another fort of 
Lffenes. Of the Pharifees. Of the Sadducees. 


They are fevere, even to one another, but in- 
human to flrangers. 





HE eftate of Archclaus being now re- Ant.b. 17, 
duced into a province, Cefar fent down ©. 12. 
Coponius, a Roman knight, with a full’com- 
miifion to governit. Inhisdays, one * Judas 
a Galilean ftirr’d up the people to a revolt; 
upon a fuggeftion, that in owning the Romans 
for their mafters, and in paying them tributc, 
they ferv’?d God and man both alike. Now 
this man was of a feét by himfelf, and intruth 
without a fellow. ‘Thereare among the Jews 
three fcéts of + religion; as Pharifees, Sad- 5, /<* 

A . : arilees. 
ducees and Efftnes ; the laft is the faireft of sadducees 
the three for the exercife of + holinefs and fe- and Effenes 
verity. 

Tuese Effencs arc by nation Jews; the’ moft Of the 
united and fricndly people one with another Efenes. 
under the fun. They have the fame averfion to Their tem- 
pleafure that they have to vice, and reckon up- PS*ance. 
on continence, and the command of the pafli- 
ons, as a yirtue of the firft rate. 
no great reverence for marriage ; but for other 
people’s children, that they take under their 
care while they are young and tender, they 
value them as their own flefh and blood, and 
train them up accordingly. ‘They are not yet 
againft marriage, as enemies to the race and 
fucceffion of mankind ; but they have an opi- 
nion that the fair fex is frail and intemperate, 
and hardly to be kept within the compafs of 
fidelity to one fingle man. 

As to the matter of wealth, and the goods As for the 
of this world, they have it all in contempt, 
and do not fo much as know what it is to be Por: 

: ~ : . : ave allin 
rich or poor; for it lies allin common, as a common. 
condition of the fociety. By this means, no 
man fhall be contemptible for being poor, nor 
honourable for being rich; but ‘the whole 
party fhall live like brethren, being all equal 
fharers in one common patrimony. ° 

Tuey will not fuffer any oil to come upon 
their bodies; for if fuch a thing fhould hap- 
pen, they are never quiet till they get it out 
again. ‘They value themfelves upon the plain Their” apy: 
fimplicity of their appearance, though never fo rcl plain and 
coarfe 5 provided only that their garments be <!<#nly- 
white and clean. _ - , 

Tuey chufe their ftewards, for the receipt The extent 
and management of the revenues, out of the of their 
beft men they have, and leave it to their dif- charity. 
cretion to make a diftribution of them to e= 
very man in proportion, according to his 
need. : 

Tuey have no one certain place of abode, Their way o 
but difperfe themfelves up and down into fe- living. 
veral cities; where they are ever ready and 
open to entertain all comers of their own fect, 
and as free as if they were at home, though 
they never faw one another intheir lives before. 

‘Tey carry nothing about them when they And trare- 
travel, but arms for their fecurity upon the ling. 


Three forrs 
of Jews; 


on of mar- 
riage. 


world, they 





* Iu Rufinu, "tis Simon. See Antiq. b. 18. ¢. 1. 
+ See Jonfius de Script, Hift, Philof: I. 3. c.4. 
+ Sce Drufius de tribus $e@tis Judzorum, |. 3. 
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: highway. 


goods of thi: 
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They have Their ofini. 





Book IL 


highway. ‘They have fome body or other in 
every city to take care of their friends, that 
they want neither lodging, food, garments, 
nor other neceflaries. ‘The drefs they wear 
refembles that of children, when they arc un- 
der the charge of mafters and governours. 
Tury never change either their garments 
or their thoes, but when the one is torn, or 
They neither the other worn out. They neither buy nor 








puy nor fell {cll among themfelves, but help one another 
oe 80" with whatthey want, and what one wants the | 
see: other fupplics; not by the way of exchange ; 
but the one is oblig’d to give, and the other at 

liberty to receive. 
Tury are the ftriteft people in their piety 
Their ferue Of all men living. They make a confctence 


lesin matter of {peaking one word of common bufinc{s be- 
ofconfeience. fore the fun rifes ; ‘but they have certain tra- 
ditional forms of prayer for that occafion, im- 
ploring particularly foes * God, that the fun 
may fhine upon them, After this aét of devo- 
tion, they are all difmifs’d to their feveral 
tasks and employments; and when they have 
ftudy’d, and wrought hard till the fifth - hour 
of the day, they mect again with linen cloths 
thrown over them, and fo wath themfelves 
all over with cold water. Upon this purifica- 
tion, they retire to their cells; where no mor- 
tal of any other profeffion is ever allow’d fo 
much as to breathe among them. From thence 
they enter into a refeétory, which they ac- 
count little lefs holy than the temple itfelf. 
When they have ftay’d there a while without 
a word fpeaking, the baker brings up every 
man his foaf, and the cook every man his 
plate, or mefs of foup, and fets it bcfore him. 
‘The prieft then bleffes the meat, and none there 
dares fo much as touch it till the grace be o- 
ver, And fo after dinner, another grace a- 
gain; for they never fail to give God thanks 
both before and after meat, as the author of 
the bleffing. This duty being over, they quit 
their habits, as in fome meafure facred; and 
fo to their ordinary work again till evening. 
‘They go next to fupper as before; where they 
fic together, guefts and all, if they have any, 

at the fame table. 
.. Tuere’s no manner of noife or diforder in 
thofe houfes. They {peak by turns; and this 
way of gravity and filence gives ftrangers a 
great veneration for them. This is the effect 
of a conftant courfe of fobriety, in their mode- 
ration of eating and drinking only to fuffice 

nature. 

The reve- Tey are not allow’d to do any thing with- 
rence they oyt the advice of their fuperiors; faving only 
have for their ty offices of afliftance and compaffion ; and there 


a they are left at liberty ; for every man is free 
to help the virtuous, and to relieve good men 
in want. ’Tistrue, they are not allow’d to give 
any thing to their relations without leave of 

their governours. . 

Men of tem- ‘THEY are great mafters of thcir paflions, 

per, peace menof good faith, lovers of peace, and their 

Has geod = word at leaftisasfacred as their oath: for they 

The Effenes 0 effeCtually look upon the taking of an oath 


are againft all worfe than perjury, -and account of him for a 

oaths, liar, and a man of no credit, who cannot be 
believ’d without bringing in God fora wit- 
nefs, 


at our fix in the morning, which they call’d the fir, the 
&c. their fifth hour therefore muft be our eleven o’clock in the morning. 


* See Sam. Petitus’s Var. Lect, I. 2. ¢. 7. , 
+ Theantients begun toreckon their hours of the day 
‘fecord, the third hour of the day, 


the WARS of the JEWS. 


juttice. 


989 

Tuey have a mighty reverence for the works They have a 
and writings of antiquity ; efpecially in what Pishty 
concerns the good cither of foul or body 3 as yr uae 
in the cafe of remedies for difeafes; the Vite of the ancl 
fi: Blea, metals, ftones, minerals, and ¢nts. 

Wuen any man has 2 mind to come into Theformand 
the fociery, they do not prefently admit him : method of 
but keep him out of the pale for one whole Seen 
Year; admitting all of the fame clafs to the a 
fame order of dict ; giving every man alfo-a 
Pick-ax, a girdle, and a white garment, as a- 
torefaid. Whena man has been long enough 
among them to give fome competent proofs of 
his continence and virtue, they change his 
courfe of dict, and allow him the benefit of 
purifying waters to wath himfelf: but he is 
not yet admitted to the table in the refectory, 
till he has ftood a two years probation for his 
integrity and good manners 3; and upon that 
trial he is taken into the fociety : that is tofay, 
upon this further condition, before he can be 
eftablifh’d a member of the community. 

He is firft to bind himfelf by folemn exe- With theie 

crations and profeffions, to love and worfhip further con- 
God ; to do juftice toward men; to wrong no ditions, 
creature willingly ; no, nor to doit though 
commanded ; to declare himfelf an enemy to 
all wicked men ; to join with all the lovers 
of juftice, and equity; to keep faith with 
all men ; but with princes cf{pecially, as they 
are of God’s appointment and his minifters. 
He is likewife to declare, that, if -evcr he 
comes to be advanc’d to any itation above his 
companions, he will never abufe that power 
to the leg of his fubjeéts; nor diftinguith 
himfelf from his inferiors by any ornament of 
drefs or apparel: but that he will love and 
embrace the truth and bring falfe {peakcrs to 
He binds himfelf likewife to keep his 
hands clear from theft and fraudulent dealing, 
and his foul as untainted with the defire of 
unjuft gain: that he will not conceal from his 
fellow-profeflors any of the myfteries of his 
religion ; nor communicate any of them to the 
prophane, though it fhould be to fave his life. 
And then for the matter of his doétrine, that 
he fhall deliver nothing but what he hath re- 
ceiv’d ; that he will endeavour to preferve the 
doétrine ittelf that he profefles, the books that 
are written ofit, and the names of thefe from 
whom he had it. 

Tuese proteftations are made ufe of as a teft 
for new comers, and as a fecurity to engage 
them ftriétly to their duty. 

Upon the taking of any man in a notorious Their way of 
wickednefs, he is excluded the congregation ; punifhing 
and whoever incurs that fentence, cemes pro- “fenders. 
bably to a miferable end. For he that is ty’d 
up by. thefe rites and facraments, is not allow- 
ed fo much as to receive a bit of bread from 
the hand of a ftranger, though his life irfelf 
were in hazard; fo that men are driven to 
graze like beafts, till the fleth rots from the 
bone. In this diftrefs, the fociety hath fome- 
time had the charity and compafiion to receive 
fome of them again, when they were at the 
very point of death ; computing that the punifh- 
ment they fuffer’d might in fome degree attone . 
for the offence. 
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Iw the adminigration cf juttice, they arethe | 
micat regular and exact people alive. They 
Uetermine nothing but what is carried by a 
inundred voices at leatt; and when the judg- 
ment is once paft, there’s no recalling it. 

Nexr tothe fupreme authority ot God him- 





“iF fit, they reckon that of their legitlators ; 
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not 
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" making it death to fpeak ill of them, or to 


blafpheme them. ‘They afcribe great honour 
to their elders, and to .the majority of the 
people ; and think it very reafonable to obey 
the one, and to hearken to the other. When 
there are ten together in council, no particular 
perion is to {peak, if the other nine be againftit, 

Tey make it a matter of immorality to 
{pic toward the ee of the company, or 

n the right-hand. 

Page are the ftriéteft obfervers of the fab- 
bath of all forts of Jews; tor they do not on- 
ly make ready their fabbath-day’s meal the 


:¢ night before, to avoid kindling a fire on that 


day ; but they dare not fo muchas remove a 
ot ora difh from one place to another, or 
cate themfelves of the neceffities of nature. 
Urow other days, when they are prefs’d at 
any time to ftep afide, they take a pick-ax (as 
I faid before) and open the ground a matter of 
a foot deep; when they have difcharg’d them- 
felves, they fill up the hole again, out of a 
fuperftitious fcruple not to pollute the * beams 
of the fun with fuch an object. And though 
there be no more in it than a natural purga- 
tion, itis gi follow’d with the folemnity of a 
tormal purification. ; 
“era people that make profeffion of this 
manner of lite, are divided into four forts, ac- 
‘cording to their refpective obligations; and 
the younger are reputed fo much inferior to 
their elders, that if they do but touch onc 
another, they are fain to purify, as if it were 
upon the conta¢t of 'a ftranger. ‘They live toa 
great age; many of them to an hundred years 
and upwards; which I afcribe in a great mea- 
fure to the fimplicity of their way of feeding, 
and to the temperance of their manners. 
Tuey are firm and hardy againft all dan- 


gers too, and refolute to the contempt of 


torments; infomuch that they account an 


‘ ==4 honourable death much morc defirable than 


lite iefel—& We need go no further for the 
proot of this aflertion, than to the war betwixt 
the Jews and the Romans. And upon fevcral 
occations, what torments did the Jews endure! 
as burning, breaking of bones, and all man- 
ner of pains, rather than ler fall one irreve- 
rent word ot their legiflator, or but touch one 
mortfel of a forbidden meat. And all this, not 
only without fupplications and tears, or any 
abjeétion of mind, but with a chearfulnefs of 
countenance in the very anguith of their pains; 
defying and triumphing over their very tor- 
mentors, and_ delivering up their fouls with a 
ferene conitancy of courage,.in the affurance 
of exchanging aprcfent life fora bettertocome. | 
Tuey firmly believe the mortality af the! 


‘The Efleres body; and that the foul, being of the famc! 


opinion of 
the foul 


fubftance with the fubtileft air, is incorrupti- 
ble and immortal; and, by a kind of natural . 
inclination, ,or,attraétion, fhut up in the Aeth 
as ina prifon. But when it fhall be freed from 
thefe corporeal bonds, as out of along flavery, 
it fhall chearfully mount up to the region of 


meg eee ee ren 


¥ Sco Sans. Petitus’s Var. Lect, L 2. c. 7, 
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endleis blifs. ‘T’his opinion fuirs well cnough 
with fome conceits of the Grecks, who fancy 
a place beyond the ocean, where there’s nei- 
ther rain nor fnow, nor raging heats, but only 
gentle refrefhing gales; and this do rhey make 
to be the feat of the blefled fouls. Astor the 
wicked fouls on the other hand, they ftand con- 
demn’d to impetuous tempetts, killing frofts, 
and everlaiting pains and.groans, world with- 
out end. . 

‘Turs is much after the Grecian ftory of the 
Fortunate Iflands; which are the placcs fet a- 
part for the entertainment of thofe glorious 
{pirits they call herocs, and demi-gods: and 
then they have’ their hell too, in the defcrip- 
tion of an infernal pit, with plagues and 
punifhments for fuch as Sifyphus, ‘Tantalus, 
Ixion, Tityus, and the like ; computing all 
this while the foul to be immortal, from the 
natural difpofition it hath to the love of vir- 
tue, and to the deteftation of vice; for good 


‘men-are made better even in this world by. the 


hope of better things yet to come in another; 
betide the check that ic puts to impicty and 
lcwdnefs, when men fhall come to confider, 
that though they may efcape the cye and the 
ftroke of human juitice in this world, divine 
vengeance will yet find them out in that to 
come, and punifh them with pains cverlafting. 
This ts the Effenes philofophy upon the fubjeét 
of the foul; and we find very few, when they 
have once imbib’d this doétrine, that ever de= 
part from ic. 

THERE are among the Effenes alfo, that 
take upon themfelves to foretel things tocoine; 
building their confidence upon antient pro- 
phecies and holy writ ; and not without pre- 
paratory fanctificaticns to fit them for the work. 
But be it as it will, they feldom fail in their 
predi¢tions. 

Tuere is befides another fort of Effencs, 
agrecing with the former in the fame meats, 
manners and laws; but they are yet divided 
upon the point of wedlock ; for they look up- 
on thofe that are directly againft marriage, us 
the profeft cncmics of mankind : that isto fay, 
in cutting off the fucceflion, and fo extinguish- 
ing the racc. Now if all people were of the 
fame mind, the world would quickly be at ‘ari 
end. But they proceed with this caution yet, 
that the woman mutt be fubjeéted to a three 
years probation, andif-fhe fhall be found in-a 
condition: of health fit for child-bearing, fhe 
fhall be reputed after that trial qualify’d tor 
marriage. ‘The women arc likewife to be co~ 
ver’d when they wafh, as the men are; and 
this is enough faid of the Efiencs. vs 

To come now to the two former {ccts, the 
Pharifecs, and the Sadducees: the Pharifees 
are, in the firft place, the-great doctorsof the 
law, .and the. beft read men“in the Jewith- rites 
and ceremonies, Itis, in efleét, the firtt-arti+ 
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Some of them 
pretend to 
the {pirit of 
prophecy. 


Another fore 
of Effenes, 


OF the Phi- 


rifees. 


ele of their ‘creed, thatj i“ Fate and God do- 


se all”. 5. and: yet that whether we do well or 
ill, it is much:in our own power which.of the 
two; only. that deftiny interpofes fomctiines in 
this or. that particular. ‘Tlicy: believe the foul 
to be immortal, and they believe likewifé-a 
tranfmigration of. the fouls: of good men into 
other bodies; but at the fame time, that the 
fouls of the wicked are tranfmitted into a flate 
of everlaftting woe. 
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Of the Sad- Tue Sadducees, on the other hand, abfo- 
ducecs. lutely deny fate. “© God can do no ill,.they }. 
“* fay, himfelf; .and he leaves men at liberty 
“* to do what they lift”. They have good and 
evil before them, and they take their choice. 
But for reward or punifhment in another world, 
they underftand nothing of it. ‘The Pharifees, 
An fine, are fociable, and live in a good intelli- 
They are “gence one with another; but the Sadducces 
sapiee lien are harfh, and ill-natur’d even among them- 


{elves bur felves, but diteétly inhuman and intolerable 
inhuman to’ to firangers. This is all I have to fay of the 
rangers. - philofophy of the Jews, and I fhall now re- 
. turn..to the fubjeét of my hiftory... |: 
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2 0 GA Pov: 
_Auguftus dies, aud: Tiberius fucceeds him. Pi- 
fate made governor of. fudea.....4 tumult.upon 
, . conveying Cefay's enfighs into Ferufalem, . Pilate 
'fammons the Fews. under colour. of -.a hearing: 
_ Lhe. generous behaviour of the. Fews prevail’d 
+, wth Herod. ta remove the enfigus. . Another 
-..,broil about a tax upon. the holy treafure...Agrip- 
. pa complains of Herod: to Tiberius... dange- 
vous. exprefion of Agrippa’s to Caius, .and he 
'“qwas, kept' prifoner for st till the death..of -Ti- 
-berias. ius Cefar fuccecds Tiberius, and 
. advances Agrippa, .to the grief of Herod and 
_« bis wife. Herod, at the Inftance of Herodias, 
.. addreffés hinfelf to. Caius for bis favour, Caius 
checks him for't.. Herod.and Herodias die in 

‘ Spain. te a. Va 
OPOHE cthnarchy, of Archelaus, ; being now, 
_ reduc’d ‘into a provinec, the two, bre~ 
‘thren, .Herod and, Philip, (call’d Antipas) 
continued in the.command of their.tetrarchies. 
Salome dies, and:bequeaths her toparchy to 
‘the emprefs * Livia ; together with Jamnia, 

and a nurfery of palmi-trees at Phafaclis. © 

Auguftusdies . AUGusrus being now dead alfo,. after a 
and Tiberius reign of feven and fifty years, fix months, and 
fucceeds him. two days, Tiberius the fon of Livia facceeded 
to the Romanempire. Philip the’ tctrarch-byilt 
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a city in Paneas, :which he call’d Cefarea:: it] 


was ereéted at the very head of the river Jor- 
dan :, and he rais’d- another alfo in Gaulanicis; 
which he call’d’ Julias, -Tiberias in. Galilee, 
was-built by Herod.; and fo was Julias alfo 


in -} Perea, 3 


Pilate made ILATE Was. now 


governor of Judea; and 
fovernor of ° being fent thither by 


iberius to take. charge’ 


ag imare Sf Bis command, he fecretly convey’d late one. 
and enfigne Hight into’ the city certain enfigns of Ccfar’s, 


convey'd fe- with his image upon them. ‘This put the Jews 
cetly into into fooutrageous a tumult the next day, chat 
jerufalem, they were all under the greateft concern ima- 


Ihe people 7 ahh ’ 
broke’ out is ginable, to. think what, would become of their 


toan uproar libertics and religion, if theirlaws were tram- 

“pon ie, led upon, and prophap’d at this rate ; for the 
bas ing .of images into the city was a thing 
abfolutely forbidden. This diforder. in. the 
Ewe, wea Aulcety. econded and inflam’d by a 
vaft confluence of people from all parts of the 

They peti- province. The Jews, upon this, went ina 

i 3 5 

tion Pilate at great body to Cefarca, to move Pilate for re- 


Cefarea for Jief's ,and.there they carneftly befought him to 
acliet be tender of their laws, and to order the re- 
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.¢d. troops, . three 
them. . This was fuch a furprize, that the Jews 
might ‘well be-amaz’d at i 
| fant Pilate declar’d that they fhould-die every 
_| man of them, unlefs they ‘receiv’d the colours lours. 
nto the. city; and upon that word he order’d 

-the foldiers to draw their fwords. 
‘in, this. confufion caft themfelves proftrate, one Tous beha- 


and, offer’d th 
ang, out.-with one voice; thatwthey would ra~ 
. ther. die than fee: 


about. it, as he was..upon the very tribunal. & 


| a -warning, and gave over ‘muttering 
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moving of the images out of the city. Pilate 
gave no heed at all to what they faid; fo that 
the Jews threw themfelves fat ‘upon the 
ground round about his honfe, and in that po- 
{ture they continued five days and five nights, 


. Without fo much as. moving from the placc. 


- On the fixth day, ‘Pilate mounted the tri- Pilate fim-. 


-bunal which was in the great+ court, and gave monsthe Jews 
the Jews a fummons, 


as if it had been’ only to meer “colour 

; hen all on a fudden, the pj. a70B> 
defign being, folaid, anda fignal given, the with dee 
Jews were immediately furrounded with arm- them 


receive his anfwer ; w 


to cut them! 
deep, quite round about 2 of thar 

ould op- . 
pose the re-, 
celving'of the 


ips 
image or co- 


and in that in- 


The Jews The gene- 


them. ftretch’d out their necks, Tene, piri 
emfelves to the execution 3 cry- vail'd ae 
Pilate to re- 
Ic- -the prophanation of:-their Move the . 
laws., Pilate was fo aftonith’d at the, daring #attés 
zeal of thefe people in the defenfe of theirre- . ° 
ligion, : that ‘he gave order prefently: to -have Se 
the. ftatues remov’d out of the city.) 1. oe 

Tuts broil ‘was follow’d with another. 
The Jews havea holy treafure which they call ther broil 
Corban ; and -Pilate laid a tax upon it toward bout Ste 
the charge of aqueduéts, forthe bringing in of upon the 
water at the diftance of thtee hundred ** fur- eran 
longs,. Fhe common . people.'were" fo tranf= amon ore 
ported ’,at this inipofition, that they‘ came in upon thevery 
great-numbers with loud complaints. to,Pilare pe 

ut y mings 

But he had: the forefight to provide againft a wit ere 


tumult, by intermixing foldiers in difguife.with titude, the 
the multitude, to be in ‘readinefs to fall on, milchief of 
when ever Pilate fhould give the word': bur th¢ invention 
with this caution however, in cafe of ‘any. -up- ia 
roar, to make ufe. only of cudgels without " 
drawing their fwords. ‘The people grew: cla- 
morous and unquiet ; and upon that. provoca~ 


and all before 


There'fol-" 


lowed’ ario- 


‘tion, Pilate gave the foldiers the fignal 5. who 


did-exccution according to their orders. There 
was agreat number of Jews deftroy’d'; fome | 
were .kill’d by blows,,. {ome weré .crowded - 
and trampled to death, othcrs perifhed upon 


the purfuic. ‘The rabble ‘took this rebuke’ for 


3° fo that 
this feverity put an end to the ‘rior. ' ; 

Acrippa the fon of Ariftobulus, who 
put;to death . by his father Herod, werit fome 
time after to Tiberjus.with a complaine againtt 
Herod the tctrarch., .\Tiberius never. minded 
the accufation 5: fo. that. Agrippa was cafy and 
quict at. Rome, in the. condition of:‘a' private ripe 
man.; and, made hig court the mca’ while to ee Pg | 
perfons -of the firft qualiny, and in particular credit fill,” 
to Caius. the fon of :Germanicus, Agrippa 4 miakes hie 
was treating him one day, with the compli+ Court fo Cai- 
ment of.a collation ;, and when he-was-well A dangerous 
warm, in :his.cups, .and in the height. of mirth expreffion o£ 
and jollitry, he ftretched: out his arm with.an Agripps to 
exclamation; ‘* Ah, fays he, how. glad fhould ‘i for 
I be to fee Caius matter of the world in. acts wae 
“ ftead of Tiberius,” ‘This was carry’d to > 
Tiberius by one of the company ;_ for which 


was Agtippa , 
comphins of 
Herod to ‘Ti 
berius, ‘who 
takes no ‘no- 
tice of ity 
So that : 


* yu Jot, : ye 4 : 
} Yn the region beyond Jordan. ; 
i See Selden de Sede Hebr, 1. 2. c. 15, p77. Ed. 


** Three hundred furlongs amourted to almofl thirty elt Enplith miles. 


Amftel, 
he 
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he was confin’d and kept in great mifery till 
the death of the emperor, which happened a- 
bout fix months after; when he had reigned 
two and twenty years, {ix months, and three 
days. 


Caius cas Carus Cesar, upon coming ater 
tucceeds Ti- c < 5 - La Se hiGh 
berius in the the empire, enlarged Agrippa, and g 


empire. Philip’s retrarchy, who was now dead, and 
HercleafesA- the title of king too. This advancement of 
rippa; ives Agrippa went to the envious heart of Herod 
cho sand the the tetrarch ; and his wife Herodias was not 
eng wanting ncither to the inflaming of his ambi- 


name of a ’ > Ml a 7 : 
tious mind into the hope of the kingdom 5 and 


King roo, 

This ai- ar this ratc fhe twitted him. ‘“ You were 

vance he 4{* tazy, fays the, and might have had ie for 

tation & the asking, if you had but thought it worth 

hearts of  “f a journey to Cefar. If Caius was prevail’d 

Heal “upon to make Agrippa a king, of a private 
swe. &e 


man, he would never have ituck certain! 

“‘ at making Herod a king, of a tetrarch. 

Herod was now prevail’d upon by his wife to 

goto Caius, and Agrippa his accufer follow’d 
‘Tagemperor him incontinently. Buc fo far was the empe- 
wake pines, For from gratifying his ambition, that on the 
away Nis contrary, he check’d him fevercly for his 
tctrarchy to avarice, and gave away his tetrarchy to 
Agrippa. Agrippa. Herod, upon this difappointment, 
Herod and Aled with his wife into Spain, where he died 


his wife die: fe 
in Spain. in exile. 


> 





CHAP. IX. 


Gaius Gfar fets up for a god. His barbarous 
cruelties. Petronits orders Cefar’s flatues to 
be ft up inthetemple. Death without mercy 
zo all oppofers. Petrosius marches with an 
army from Antioch towards Fudea. The 
Situation and defcription of Ptolemais, Mem- 
non’s fepulcbre. The Fews petition Petronits 
at Ptolemais for relief, ko funrmons them to 
Diberias, and there reafons the cafe with them. 
Petrenius relents; and diffelves the court once 
again, without coming to any refolution. He 
pronifes bis mediation to Cefar; difmiffes the 
multitude, and drawsoffto Antioch. Petronius 
writes to Cefar what had pafs’d, who, in return, 
crders the putting of Petronitus to death; but 
the acath of Caius prevented the execution. 


IAIUS CESAR had the blafphemous va- 
nity, in this tide of his fortune, to fet up 

god, and to affume to himfelf both the 

aa name and the worfhip. He ftruck off the heads 
Gis bloody of fuch numbers of the Roman nobility, - that 
und mercilefs the very order was ina manner fupprefs’d, and 
executions. his country difabled, by thofe frequent execu~ 
nee tions. And his impious cruelty did not ftop 

< et : « Par 

up Cefar's here neither, but he carried it into Judea too; 
ftatues in the fending Petronius with 2 commiffion, and a 
temple. _—s charge to fet up his ftatues in the temple, and 
eg euan rie to put every foul to the fword, that fhonld 
all refers: dare to refufe them: and for the reft of the 
and the reft Jews to make them all flaves. But God in his 
tobe allmace mercy order’d matters otherwife. Petronius 
erie marched away in all hafte from Antioch to- 


' 
Ant ob. 


qe 


c, 13. 
CaiusCefar fora 
tets up for a 


ward Judea, with three legions and a confie Petronius 
derable number of auxiliaries out of Syria. ™rches with 
The report of this expedition was fuch a fur- & OR army 
prize to the Jews, that the greater part of them rowards Tee 
could not believe it 5 and thofe that did, were dea. 
not in any condition to provide for a defence ; 
but the army being now advanc’d as far as 
Prolemais, they were all feiz’d with a mortal 
terror. é 
Tis Prolemais is a city upon the coaft of The foldiers 
Galilee, fituated ona large plain, and furround- fiz'd at 
ed with mountains to the eaftward at the: di- Ptolemais | 
Mi ) : with a panick 
ftance of about fixty * furlongs, but belonging ferro, 
to Galilee; to the fouthward with Carmel, The fituation 
at about - a hundred and twenty furlongs to and defcrip- 
the north, with a very high mountain, call’d 10" oF 
the Tyrian Ladder, at an + hundred. About : 
two fislones ** from the town itfelf, there Memnon’s 
was a little river called Belus, and not far from fepulchre, 
it ftands Memnon’s fepulchre, bordering upon 
a profpeét of near an hundred 4-f cubits over, 
which has fomewhat in it that is very remark- 
able. ‘There is the appearance of a round val- 
ley that yields a kind of a plaffy fand:- the 
fhips meet and carry it off, and as faft as they 
fetch it away, the winds from the top of the 
mountains fill up the place again. It is‘the 
nature of that place to turh any thing to glafs 
thatcomesintoit. But the moft wonderful thing 
of all to me is this ; that after thofe fands are 
vitrify’d, ’tis but cafting’ any part of then up- 
onthe skirts of that place, aaa turns to com-= 
mon fand again ; fuch is che nature and condi- 
tion of the foil. : : 
In this confternation, the Jews with their 
wives and children went to Petronius, at 5 fright, pe- 
Prolemais, and there befought him as well for tition Petro- 
their country’s fake, asthcirown, not to prefs nius at. 
the violation of their laws to the ruin of fo FProlemnis 


The Jews in 


many miferable people... The petitioners were fF tlic 
fo many and fo earneft, and their cafe fo dé- tents. 


plorable, that Petronius was prevail’d'upon’to 
leave his army and the empcror’s ftatues at 
Prolemais; and fo advancing toward ‘Galilee, He Sammons 
he fummon’d the Jews of. all forts to attend 2! a 
him at Tiberias. Being come to ‘Tiberias, he }3. exaalar 
enter’d upon a difcourfe to them of the ftténgth lates the mat- 
and powcr of the Roman army, and the'mé- ter with the 
naces of Cefar; adding withal, that the Jews Jews 
requeft was in truth bute 2 tacit affront; for 
why fhould they take upon them to difputc 
thofe ordersthat all the fubjeéts of the Roman 
empire befide themfelves fubouictsd to; tHatis 
to fay ; the placing of the emperor’s ftatues in 
the temples among their other gods. "his 
expoftulation he told them, was within ‘4 dir- 
tle of a-revole; and next after Cefar, he him- 
fel€ was concern’d inthe matter. “*' 

‘Tey had nothing to’fay for themfélves, But » 
that the laws and tuftoms of their couttry 
would not allow them’to fer up any images 
whatfoever, cither of ‘God’or man; ‘or in any 
place. whatfoever, cither facred or profane. 
“Well, fays Petronius, and am notI to keep 
my mafter’s laws as well as you ate to keep 
yours? Or in cafe I fhould tranfgrefs them in 





* Sixty farlongs amounted to feven Englifh miles and a half, and ninety geometrical: paces.. poe ed 
t An hundred and twenty furlongs amounted to fifteen Englith miles, and an hundred and eighty geometrical 


paces. 
+ An 
es 


** ‘Two furlongs amounted to an Englifh quarter of a mile, and three geometrical paces. 


£ 


hundred furlongs amounted to twelve Englifh miles and an half, and an hundred and fifty geometrical 


t1_An hundred cubits were fomething more than an hundred and eighty two. Enplifh feet, that is fixty yards and 


zwo feet. 


your 





Book II. 
-your favouf, fhould not I ‘defetve to be pti- 
nifh’d ; n¢ither is it Petronitis that oppofes you, 
bue Cefar? for Tam as much under commarid 
as you ate yourfelves.” ‘The whole multitude 
upon this, broke out ito ai unanirmovis out- 
cry, that ifthey were fure to die for it, they 
‘would hevert yield to the violation of their laws. 

Wuen the noife dnd confufion wasa little a- 
bated ; “¢ What ! fays Petronius, you are refolv- 
ed thet to také up darmé& againft Cefar? No, 
faid they, there’s not a day goes over our heads, 
but we offer up vows: and facrifices ‘to God for 
his profperity, and for the whole people of 
Rome; but if he intends to impofe images up- 
on us in thé temple, ‘he may as well maffacre 
the whole people of the Jews; and in that 
cafe we ourfelves, with our wives and chil- 
dren, are all ready to facrifice our lives, and 
die martyrs for our laws and religion.” Petro- 

Petronius fo fius was {6 divided upon this, betwixt adimi- 

charm’d with ration and pity, to fee the invincible force of 

Petes fuch a zeal for religion, and fuch a multitude 

cache dit, Of péople united in the fame refolution, that 

folved the the miceting broke up once again without any 
mecting with- thing done. : 

outcomngto THe néxt day, and feveral days after, Pe- 










ae ttonius. went in private from man to man, to 
Petronius — fortie'6f the moft eminent perfons among them, 
reafonsthe and f{poke.in publick dlfo at the fame time to 


matter with 
the petitio~ 
ners. 


the common people; one while advifing them 
asa friénd, ahd then minding themi of. the in- 
faperable cottage of the Romatis, and the 
danger of aucarrine Cefar’s difpléeafure ; *¢ be- 
fide, fays he, that I-am under an abfolte ne- 
ceflity of obeying my orders.” But when he 
faw that Soeine of this would ‘work upon. 
them, and that they had almoft loft theirfeed- 
tite to’ attend this. controverfy, having been 
already néar fifty days about it, Petroniustold 
them at Iaft,that for their fakes he was refolv’d 
to éxpofe himfelf to a defperate hazard. “ E will 
And promifes Cither fatisfy Cefar, fays he, and fave you and 
them his me- myfelf both at once ; or, if nothing will ferve 
dition to Ce- hin but exttemities, I will lay down my life 
f for you.” And fé he difmifs’d the miultitude 
themuki- With’ choufand vows and praycrs for him, and 
‘tude, andfo drew off his armiy from Prolemais to Antioch. 
draws of to Fromm Antioch. he fent immediately to Cefar, 


far, 
He difmifles 


pauoe: with an account of the manner of his éntring 
‘ie Gear itito Judea: how the whole nation were join’d 
word of in one common petition; which he was afraid 


what pad. could not ‘be oppos’d or deny’d, witlicut the 
hazaid:of the whole province. ‘They defir’d 
nothing more, he  faid, than the mairitenance 


Cefir anfwers OF heir laws againtt{'all innovations.” The an- 


this letter c 2 , ie Deere oe 
withanor- fiver that Cains gave to this letter, was an ot- 
der to put = der for the putting of Petronius to''death for’ 


Petroniusto nét-executing his conimand. Butit fo fell out, 
he @ ‘that the f this order were kept thre 
The death of that the bearers of this order were Kept. three 
Caius pre: Whioké months tipon the way by contrary winds 
vents rhe ex- and’ foul weather; and in the mean time ar- 
tution, wd ‘the tidings of the death of Caius by a 
quicket paffage; and feven and twenty days 

‘beforé the other. - aan 





CHAR xX. 
declares Claudius the fucceffor of Caits; 
' Agrippa in fa- 
He 

ides with Claudius, and is fent upon anembaf- 
a to the fenate. * Agrippa, in juftification of 
Claudius, ‘and the army. The fenate’s anfwer 


The. army ; 
and the confuls meet:about it. 
vour both with Claudius and the feuate. 


JEWS. 


wi nw en es 
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' to Agrippa, and Claudius’s return to the fenate. 
A foldier flands up for the honour of Claudits. 
The foldiers defert, and the fenate follows their 
example, Claudius’s party bad been loft if A- 
Srippa bad not prevented it. Claudius tiakes 
hiufelf popular. He pays bis vows akd facri- 
Sices in fornt. Flis royal bounties to Agrippa 
and Eerod. The vaft wealth dad power of -A- 

‘ippa. The walling in of Ferufalem. A- 
Srippa reign'd three years, and dy’d at Cefarea. 
Lhe family of Alexander aad Ariftobulus, 


Coa being cut off by treachery, when Ant. b. 13; 


he had reign’d three years and fix months, c. 14. 


Claudius was advanced to the governmeéht by The army 
the army which wasthen atRome. T 
fuls, Sentius Saturninus and Pomponius Se- 
cundus, appointed, according to the réfolu- Caius. 
tion of the fenatc, three companies for the 
guard of the city, and fo they met inthe capi- 
tol; whete-they determin’d to oppofe Claudi- 
us for the barbarities of Caius, with adefign to 
bring the government again to an atiftocracy, tl : 
as ic Was of old, when the worthieft men were “ chanse of 
taken into the adminiftration. It fohappen’d that 


varies’ declares 
‘The con- Claudius the 
fucceilor of 


The confuls 
fet a guard 
upon the ci- 
ty, and meet 
in the capi- 


government 
detfign’d. 


Agrippa came while this paft, and was invited Agrippa 


both into’ the council by the fenate, and into courted both 
the army of Claudius, as a confiderablé dddi- 
tion to what party foever he efpous’d. Now 
Agrippa, finding Claudius to be as good as Heefpoufes 

émpéroralréady, he went over into his intereft the intereft of 
without much difficulty, and was immediately 
employ’d upon an embafly to the fenate; giv- 
ing theny tounderftand, thatthe army’s fetting an em 
of him up for emperor, was an abfoluté force the feuate. 
upon him, and in truth, purely their aét, whe- 
ther he would or no: but that now, fince the 
thing was done, he could not recede, 
with honour or fafety; for it would look like 
an undervaluing of the good will of. thé fol- 
diers; to decline the dignity; as it would pro- 


by Claudius 
and the {- 
nate, 


Claudius, anc. 
is fent imme- 
diately upon 
afly to 


Agrippa in 
quflibcarion 
2 of Claudius 
either and the army 


voke them to a revenge, if he fhould feem in- 


fenfible of the obligation; telling th¢m over 


and above; that now he was chofen; thére was 

no declining it; for the envy of the choice 

would ftick by him ftill, even if he fhouid, lay 

down the fovereignty:- But however, fince 

the firft point was over, ad that he was in pof- 
fefficnof the government, he had determin’d 

within himfelf to attend and execute the officc ; 

not a a tyrant to domineer at will and plea- 

fur¢, but as a ptince of tendernefs for his peo- 

ple. : He fhiould content himfelf with thé Ho- Claudiusa 
nout of thé name of emperor, and in cafes of prince ot 
ftate to hearken to the advice of thé feriate ; aca - 
“ for,’ fays he, if Claudins were trot modeft and tion. 
temperate in his own nature, the exemplary 


| faté of Gaius were enough to make him fo.’’ 


Wuen Agrippa had gone thus far, the fe- 
nate (depending upon their credit with the ar- 
my, and the prudence of their own:conduct) 
made Him this fhert reply; “ That they 
“..were tot a people to be made voluntary 
“ flaves.” Agrippa carty’d this ‘anfwér to The fenste’s 
Claudits; who preferitly fent him’ back again anfwer to A- 
to tell the fenaté, “ hat he was not: farrto & 


rippa. ; 
Claudius’s ré- 


‘betray his friends who promoted him to the turn tothe 


empire.” He was'very much troubled at the tenate. 
thought of having’ @ quartcl with the fenate: 
but if ic muft come ‘to a- decifion by arms, - 
Claudius defir’'d them only to appoint fome 
fpot of ground without the city for the place of 
battle; for ic would be highly unreafonable 
and unjuft to have Rome itfelf laid in Bee 
an 


394 


and afhes, only to gratify the humour of a tew 
hot-headed people. This metlage Agrippa 
had in charge from Claudius, and he deliver d 
it accordingly to the fenate. : 
Wurte things were in this difpofition and 
one of the foldiers who was_ there 
Oe. prefent ftood forth, and drawing his {word ; 
" © My fellow companions, fays he, what's the 
matter here that we are now at daggers- 
drawing with the beft friends we have, and 
upon the very brink of a civil war, only for 
adhering to Claudius? An emperor without 
a blemiih, and a prince that we fhould ra- 
ther treat with duty and refpect, as our 
* proteétor, than with arms as an enemy”. 
Thefoldiers With thefe words he march’d off through the 
deters. middle of the court, and the reft of the fol- 


A foldier 
fiands up for pofture, 


a4 


© 
< 
¢ 


« 


aan 


« 


a 


ee 


And the fe- diers tollow’d him. ‘This defertion put the’ 


nate follows 


: nobles into fuch a fright for fear of the confe- 
theirexample 


quences, that when they found oppofition 
would not only be fruitlefs and infignificant, 
but dangerous, they very fairly did as the 
military men had done before them, they went 
and declar’d for Claudius. In this interim, 
divers of the officious pick-thank foldiery lay 
upon the watch, with their {words drawn, un- 
der the walls, to difpatch them at their com- 
ing out; and they had been kill’d every man 
ot them, before Cefar could have known any 
thing of the matter, if Agrippa had not given 
y timely notice to prevent it, telling Cefar 


The nobility 


tread been a 


eels plainly, that if he did not put a check to the 

ret prevent- licence of the army ; efpecially toward the no- 

ests bility, there would be nothing but cutting 
of throats in a fhort time, and inftead of ma~- 
king him the mafter of a glorious empire, 
they would leave him only the prince of a 
defart. 

Cnudius 


pacine Cravpivs took Agrippa’s advice, and put 
lh ce oe the foldiers in berter order, treated the fena- 
He eee his tors in hiscamp with all honour and kindnefs ; 
vowsund fa and then went out with them according to cu- 
3 ftom, to offer vows and facrifices for the pro- 
fperiry of the empire. He beftow’d upon 
bounties to Agrippa, not only his father’s kingdom entire, 
Agrippa’ but thofe places over and above that Auguftus 
and Hesod. had confer’d upon Herod, as Trachonitis and 
Auranitis ; with a command alfo that was call’d 
the kingdom of Lyfanias, appointing the par- 
ticulars of this grant to be notify’d by pro- 
clamation to the people; and giving it like- 
wife in charge to the fenate, to have it cut. in 
tables of brafs, and fer up in the capitol. He 
gave the kingdom of Chalcis alfo to Herod, the 
brother of Agrippa, who was become his fon- 
in-law too, by marrying Berenice his daugh- 
ter. 
The vaft AGRIPPA Was Dow grown great in wealch 
Seals ced d power, beyond aljl thought or imagina- 
Fower of an P ? y S agi 
Agrippa. tion; and the treafure that he got he did ‘not 
fquander away neither, upon vanities or trifles. 
His firt enterprize was the walling in of Je- 


Tie walling 
in of Jeru- 


falem. rufalem; and if ic had been ‘carry’d on an- 

fwerable to the beginning, the Romans would 

: never have been able to have takenit. But 
Agrippa 


reign’a three 
years, and Cefarea, 


larea. 
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after a three years reign as king, he died at:- 
and left the work unfinifhed, having 
a@ydar Ce- govern’d three years before in the quality of 


Claudius reduc’d the kingdom into a province, 
and made ¥* Cufpius Fadus governor; after 
whom. Tiberius Alexander, who making no 
alteration ig the laws and cuftoms of the coun- 
try, kept the people in peace. 


ther, two fons; Berenicianus and Hyrcanus ; 
and by Mariamne his former wife, Ariftobulus. 
There was another brother Ariftobulus alfo 
that dy’d a private man, and Icft a daughter 
whofe name was Jotapa. Thefe, as we have 
faid before, were the children of Ariftobulus 
the fon of Herod. But Alexander and. Ari- 


ftobulus were the fons of Herod by Mariamnc, 


whom the father himfelf put to death. The 
children of Alexander govern’d afterward in 


the Greater Armenia. 








CHAP. XI. 


Herod of Chalcis dics, and Agrippa Succeeds bim. 
Cumanus fucceeds Tiberius Alexander. A beafily 
affront upon the Fews, and a horrible uproar 


upon it. Another tumult occafion’d by a rob- 
bery. A foldier tears and burns the books of 


Mofes. The offender put to death. A quarrel 
betwixt the Fews of Galilee and thofe of Sa- 
maria. Ferufalem all ina flame about it. Cu- 
manus marches to their relief. Ihe rabble rea- 
fon'd into their wits again. The countries in- 
fefted with robbers, and complain of them to 

wadratus. The rife of thetumults charged 
upon the Samaritans, and the confequences upor 
Cumanus. _Quadratus. goes to Ferufalem to be 
farther informed. Cefar gives Cumanus and 
the Samaritans a hearing at Rome. He paffes 
judgment againft them, and orders the execution 
of it. Cefar’s bounties. Claudius. dies, and 
Nero fucceeds him. Nero the worft, and the 
weakeft of princes. = 


Po aaa the ‘death of Herod who go- 
vern’d in Chalcis, Claudius introduc’d 
Agrippa, the fon of Agrippa, isto his uncle’s 
kingdom ; and Cumanus. fucceeded Tiberius 
Alexander in the kingdom of Judea. During 
the time.of his adminiftration, the Jews fell 
into new and gricvous troubles.. The people 
being gathered :together at Jerufalem in vaft 
numbers to celebrate the. feait of unleavened 
bread, and a band of foldiers ftanding at the 
gatc of the temple. (as: jt was cuftomary upon 
thefe meetings) for fear of tumults.”. ‘There 
was one foldier among the reft that turned up 


-his back-fide naked in the. face of the congre- 


gation, and made a beaftly_noife with it, an- 
{werable to the brutality of the aétion, _ ‘This 
put the whole multitude into fuch a rage; that 
they. prefs’d in throngs up-to Cumanus for 


juftice upon the foldier for that affront.;.. and 


fome hot mutinous young men,’ among the reft, 
made a dire&t brawl and quarrel of it ; falling 
on with hard words and ftones, and ftriking 
the foldiers. Cumanus, for fear of. further 
mifchief by a popular uproar, fent an enforce- 
ment of frefh men to fupport the former. This 


tetrarch. He leftthree daughters that he had put the Jews in fuch a fright, that they. -fhift- 


by Cypris, Berenice, Mariamne and Drufilla,| ed for themfelves to get out of the temple as 


and one fon, whofe name was Agrippa. 


He | foon as they could; bute the paflages were fo 


was very young when his father dy’d ; fo that! crowded and wedg’d up, that upwards of ten 


LR 


* Coftius Feftus Raf 


thoufand 
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A little after The family of 


this died Herod, who govern’d in Chalcis, Alexander 
and left by Berenice, the daughter of his bro- ee: 


Herod of 
Seles dies, 
and Agrippa 
fi seeeeel Eee 
and Cnma-_ 
nus fucceeds 
‘Tiberius 
Alexander. 


AA beaftly .. 
affront upon 
the Jews by 
a foldier,.ara 
folemn fefti- 
val. : 

A horrible 
uproar, 
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thoufand of them were trod and fqueez’d to 


Ten thou- 

fand {mo- death. in the prefs. ‘This encounter made it a 
La inthe difmal feftival to the whole nation: there was 
pre nothing but tears and wringing of hands in 


. 


every houfe ; and not a family but had a fhare 


in the mourning. 


Another tu-  ‘Purrs calamity was {carce over, but it was 


Babe immediately fucceeded by another. One 
robbery, Stephen, a domeftick of Cefar’s, was travel- 
ling upon the highway, with fome houfhold- 
ftuff of his mafter’s. -He was fer upon near 
Bethoron, and robb’d, by a band of thieves. 
Cumanus fent a party to take up the pcople in 
the adjacent villages, and bring them to him 
bound; making them anfwerable for not tak~ 
ing the highway-men. While they were up- 
on this enquiry, a common foldier, happening 
in the fearch to lay his hands upon the books 
Afoldicr Of Mofes, tore them to pieces, and threw them 
tearsthe into the fire. This brought the Jews toge- 
books of = ther in multitudes, as if their whole country 
Moles to | had been in a flame. They all met in the 
Frows them {ame inftant, as if they had ‘been mov’d by a 


machine; and then in the heat of a fuperftiti- 
ous zeal, they repair’d immediately to Cuma- 
nus at Cefarea: where they prefs’d him with 
violent importunities, not to let that wretch 
efcape unpunifh’d, that had put fo audacious 
an affront upon God and his law. Cumanus 
found there was no quieting thefe people with- 
out fome fort of fatisfaction, fo that he com- 
manded the foldier to be brought out, and 
put to death in the fight of the multitude : 
and that put an end to the tumult. 

Txere happen’d at the fame time an un- i 


in the fire, 


Cumanus or- 
ders che of- 
fender co be 
put to death. 
/ 


A quarrel 2 
bernie the fortunate difference between the Jews of Ga- : 
JewsofG.. iilee and rhofe of Samaria, There was 2 cer- 

ane mae tain Jew of Galilec, paifing thro’ a village | 
fe “cal # Geman,in the great plain of Samaria, ; 
The ocexion that was there kill’d, as he was going up to ; 


Jerufalem to worfhip at a folemn feitival. ‘Phe | 
people of Galilee prefently drew out a body | 
to revenge 'themfelves of the Samaritans by | 
arms: the better fort of them applying them- | 
felves to Cumanus, and advifing him by all | 
means, before it went too far, to go over to 
Galilee ; and upon a ftrict enquiry made into 
the matter, to fee juftice done upon the mur- 
derers. Cumanus, it feems, had fomewhat 
elfe to do, and fo difmifs’d the petitioners 
Jerufalem all Without entring into the caufe. The ftory of 
this outrage coming foon after to Jerufalem, 


and matter 
of it 


ina flame 

about it. put the whole multitude into fuch a fiame, 
that they left the folemn bufinefs of the day ; 
and in a confufion, without either officer or 
order, refolv’d to fall upon Samaria, in fpite 
of all their officers could do to reftrain them. 

The ring~ ‘The heads, both of the robbery and the tu- 

a ders of = mults, were Eleazar. the fon of Dineus, and 

tapes ad Alexander; who breaking into the bor- 

their merci- ders of Acrabatena, burn’d all before them, 


and put man, woman, and child to the fword. 


Ie& cruelties. 
Cumanus, upon the news of this ravage, 


Cumanus 

marchesto ¢ame with a Sebaftene party of horfe to the 
a ek relief of the country ; took a great many of 
Bleces Eleazar’s followers, and cut off many more. 
the rour. As to the remainder of this rabble, that made 


fuch havock in Samaria, the great officers, and 
the leading men of Jerufalem, went out in 
fackcloth and afhes after them; begging of 
them, and ufing all arts and arguments to 
make them quit their defign. ‘ Do not de- 


* Perhaps Genaim. + Felix’s. Ruf. = $ Thirty. Ruf. 
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ftroy Jcrufalem, (they cry’d) to be ree 
veng’d of Samaria. Have pity upon your 
country, your temple, your city, your 
wives ; which are in truth all at ftake: 
and do not facrifice all that is dear to you 
in this world, to be reveng’d of one poor 
The reafons prevail’d upon the The rabble 


from their enterprize, and be are at Jatt 
reafon’d into 


Jews to defitt 
quiet. 


Tuere was about that time moft notori- se ik 
: . i. again, 
ous robbing: .as peace breeds villany. The The coun- 


run with freebootcrs 5 ties ure in- 
and upon the whole matter, it was but the felted with 
greater thieves robbing the lefs. Numidius nee e 
Quadratus being then governor of Syria, fe- tans a, 
veral of the heads of the Samaritans addrefs’d plain of 

to him at Tyre, with a heavy complaint a- ther toQua- 
gainft the robbers that in 


pt fefted their country. ar ee 
There were divers of the Jewifh nobility then g i 


countries were all over- 


prefent, and there was Jonathan alfo, the fon ne tae 
of Ananus the high-prieft. Now this Jona- charges the 
than baffled. all objections, with turning the Me of the 
blame upon the Samaritans, as the farft au- ee 
Dore of the tumult, in the death of the Ga- of the Gali- 
ilean, 


He charg’d the confequenccs alfo up-~ Jean, and the 
on Cumanus, for want of doin 


1 g juttice in contequences 
time upon the offender. ; Haase aae 
UADRATUS, When he had heard the caufe, doing juttice 

put off the further confideration of it till he upon the 
came into Judea, where he might have a Murderer. 
more particular information. He went after Seadains 
that to Cefarea, and there caufed all thofe § Colca 
that Cumanus had taken alive, to be crucify’d, thence to : 
Thence.to Lidda, where he heard the Sama-~ Lydda, ana 
ritans caufe once over again, and cut off the j2° Sout 
heads of eighteen principal men of the Jews, farther in- 
at he certainly knew were dipp’d in the tu- form’d. 
As to the two high-priefts, Jonathan 
and Ananias, with Ananus the fon of Ananias, 
and fome other Jews of the firft quality, he 
fent them all to Cefar; befide fome noble Sa- 
maritans alfo. He order’d Cumanus and Ce- 
ler the tribune away to Rome, to anfwer for 
themfelves to Claudius. Things being thus 
fettled, he went forward from Lydda to Je= 
rufalem; where finding the people in the mid- 
dle of their feftival of unlcavened bread, all 
in peace, he went back for Antioch. 

Wuen Cefar had heard at Rome what Cu- Cefar gives 
manus and the Samaritans had to fay for them- Cumanus . 
felves, (Agrippa being there too, a zealous 74 the Sa- 


> maritans a 
advocate tor the Jews: and Cumanus had hearing at 
Rome. 


great friends there alfo upon his own account) 
he gave fentence againft the Samaritans ; con« 
demning three of the beft of them to be be- 
headed, Cumanus to be banifh’d, Celer the re pafles 
tribune to be fent bound to Jerufalem, and de- judgthent 
liver’d to the Jews to fee the fentence execut- ie a 
ed, his body to be drawn thro’ the city, and ; “on 
his head to ee ftruck off. He made Fell, the shen 
brother of Palias, governor of Judea, Sama-~ tence. 
ria, Galiles and Perea. He prefer’d Agrippa 
from the kingdom of Chalcis to a greater coni- 
mand.: He gave him alfo the province that 
had been -} Philip’s 5 which was Trachonitis, 
Batanéa, and Gaulanitis: fuperadding to ‘all 
thefe, the kingdom of Lyfanias, and the tc- 
trarchy that had been Varus’s. fy 

Wuen Claudius had reign’d thirteen. :years, Clandiusdics, 
eight months, and ¢ twenty days, he depart~ and Nero 
ed this life, and left the fucceffion to Nero; fccecds 


whom his wife Agrippina had. artificially in- >!™ 





troduc’d 


7M 





COC! NEE ee Oe Ae 


notwithftand- 


troduced into the government : 
legitimate fon, 


ing that he had ar ‘that time a 
Bricannicus, by his firft wite Mefialina ; ; anda 
daughter, octavi ia, whom he marry’d to Nero. 
He had alfo by * Elia Petina another daugh- 
ter, called Antonia. 

No man ever made a worfe ufe perhaps of 
the advantages of a great power and fortune, 
than Nero did witnefs the wafhing of his 
hands in the blood of his brother, his witc, 
and his mether ; and then the profecution of 
that inhuman cruelty coward his neareft rela- 
tions ;_the folly and madnefs of degrading 
himfelf by turning player, and fubjecting the 
imperial dignity to the buffooncrics of the 
ftage. But thefe ftories sre fo generally 
known already, and fo little to my purpofe, 
that I fhall rather pafs them over in filence, 
and fo return to my bufinefs. 


Nero the 
worft, and 
the w fcakett 
of princes, 








CHAP. NII. 


Nore’s grants and commiffions. Felix defeats the 
robbers, aad takes their captain prifoner, A 
ew fort of cut-threats, call'd Sicarii. Fona- 
than the high-pric the firft that jell by their 
hands. The city in a confufion at it. The 
dager of cathy ifrafis. A magician fets up for 
a prophet, aid ntarches at the head of thirty 
theufaad lex toward Ferttfalen. 


cléers fet up for abfolute liberty. A tumult 
fence the Fews aid the Syrians, about the 

city of Cefarca. The elders do all they can to 
pacify them. The caufe at laft comes to be 
Leard Lefore Cefar. Fefius fuccecds Felix. 
Arr bo 22. 
cor 
Nero's com- 


O come now to that part of Nero’s hi- 
ftory that concerns the Jews. He gave 
Arittobulus the fon of Herod ‘the gor ernment 
ot the Lefs Armenia, and annexed four cities 
more to the territory of Agrippa; 
fay, Abila, and Julias in Perea ; 
lee, Tarichee and Tiberias, 
dences. The remainder of Judea he gave to 
Felix ; who no fooner had his commiffion, but 
he made war upon the robbers; took Eleazar 
their captain, with feveral others, and fenr 


Piss vss 





that is to 
and i in Gali- 
w ith their depen- 


Fel: ix makes 
war upon the 


robbers, de- 





tears th 

ae eee them all bound to Rome; after they had 
their captain harrafs’d the country at pleafure for twenty 
prifexer. years together. In fine, what with the thieves 


that were kept prifoners, or put to death, and 

the country people that join’d with them, the 

number of the kill’d and taken was almoft in- 

credible. 

A new fort So foon asthe land was well clear’d of thefe 
oF cut-throats ruffans, there ftarted up another fort of cut- 
Thdeway of throats, under the name of Sicarii, from Sica, 
Condnézand the weapon they us’d. Now thefe people made 
no difficulty of doing their work cven at noon- 
day, in the a ftrects of Jerufalem, and in 
the face of the fun, efpecially upon great days, 
when the town was crouded with people. 
Their way was, to carry fhort daggers under 
their coats; and mixing with the muititude, 
privily to ftab their enemics ; and then as any 
man fell, none fo forward as they themfelves 
to complain of the villany. This practice 
went ona good while, not only without dif- 
covery, but the actors of it were not fo much 
as fufpected. The firft man that fell by thefe 


execution. 


FLAVIUS JOSEPHUS of 


Felix niects 
ee and gives hi a total overthrow. The 


Book IE 


ee, Ge ee Jonathan the 


atlaflins was Jonathan the high-pricft; 
high-priett 


which, not a day pafs’d for a good whilc, ; 
without feveral executions of the fame kind. theca 
This fo ftarcled the city, that the very fear thefe ruffians, 
was in fome refpeét worfe than the mifchief; The city in g 
for it was as dangcrous to walk the ftreets, as ate trighe 
to be in a battle. They fufpeéted every man confiafion 
for an enemy at a diftance; and durft not troft * 

their friends when they came near them. And 

atter all, this watchfulnefs and guard was not 

enough to fecure them: fo bold and dextrous 

were thefe bravo’s inthe exercife of their pee: 

feffion. 

Tuere was another fort of alereants' now, 
that did yet sore mifchief with their tongues 
than the other did with their weapons. Tis 
true, they fpilt no blood, but they deftroy’d 
more with their doétrines, than the other did 
with their daggers; and utterly corrupted the 
happy and the orderly ftate of the city. Thefe The danger 
were impoftors and feducers, that under the of ae 
colour of religion, fet mena madding after tea al 
ttrange opinions and innovations, They with- of pretended 
drew the people into woods and folitudes, up- revelations. 
on pretence that God had a work in hand to 
fet them at perfect liberty; and that he would 
reveal himfelf further to them by tokens from 
heaven, that would give them an infallible 
affarance of it. Felix faw manifeftly what Felix defeats 
they were a doing, and found it neceilary to # body of the 
nip the dcefign of a rebellion in the bud; fo dedtiggr’: 
that he fent out a body of horfe and foot after 
thefe enthufiafts, and deftroy’d a greatnumber 
of their difciples. 

Turs mifchief was follow’d with that of an 
Egyptian pretender, that fell heavier upon the jets up for a 
Jews than the other. This Egyptian was a prophet, 
magician, but pafs’d for a prophet; he had and marches 
inveigled at leaft thirry thoufand men into his peel 
congregation, whom he led about by the way padres 
of the wildernefs, and fo to mount Olivet; towards. 
propofing to march thence to Jerufalem; beat. Jerafalem, 
out the Ronan garifon, and make himfelf 
mafter ofthe place and country: with his friends 
and guards about him all this while to affift in 
the enterprize. Felix, finding it to be a grow- 
ing evil, advanced upto the Egyptian with 
his Roman legions, anda confiderable body 
of the Jews to join-him. Felix gave him 
battle, and totally defeated him ; the Egyptian 
himfelf, with fome few of his Eillowas, fa- 
ving themfel ves by flight. ‘There were great 
numbers of his people kill’d, others taken and 
put in chains, and the reft” difpers’d to their 
own homes. 

Ir is with a diftemper’d nation as in the 
cafe of an ill habit of body, one trouble is no 
fooner remow’d but anothcr‘immediately fuc- 
ceeds it: forthe magicians-and the robbers, 
were now comploting how they might fet up 
for abfolute liberty, and engage the multi- 
tude in a refolution to fhake off the Roman 
yoke. This they attempted, both by ‘argu- 
ment and menace; threatening death without 
mercy for any man to own that jurifdiction : 
propofing to reduce thofe by terror, that would 
otherwife fubjeét themfelves to a voluntary 
flavery. This party difpers’d itfelf all-over 
the country, plundering great mens’ houfes, 
cutting of throats, and burning wherever they 
came; fo that Judea “was: brought to the laft 


A magician 


Feltx encoun- 
ters him up- 
on the way, 
and gives him 
a total rout. 


The magi- 
cians and the 
robbers fet 
up for abfo- 
lute liberty. 


extremity of defperation with dread and ‘trou- 
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ble, the war. growing every day mort crucl 


than other. ae 
An outra- 


betwixt che 

Jews and the 
Syrians, about 
the city 
Celarea. 


Herod. 


long’d to the Gentiles; for if it were the 


Jews city, they would never fuffcr temples 
fe)l in- 
to fuch heats upon this difputc, that they be- 
took themfelves to hoftile violence; and not 
a day pafs’d but there was mifchief done, 


and ftatues to be creéted in it. They 


more or lefs, betwixt the forward men of the 
‘Theelders two parties. 
do all they 
can By ae quiet the Jews on the onc hand, bur they were 
foul, toquiet Wholly ungovernable ; and the Greeks on the 
it other hand, thought themfelves too good to 
truckle to the Jews. ‘The Jews, °tis truc, 
were look’d upon to have more wealth and 
courage , but the-Grecks had a much greater 
intereft in thefoldiery: for a great part of the 
Roman army being drawn out of Syria, they 
were the readier to affift them, both as their 
countrymen and kindred. The magiftrates 
and officers did all that was to be done too, 
by the uttermoft feverity of difcipline to quath 
the tumult; as taking the incorrigible and ob- 
ftinate into cuftody ; whipping and chaining 
them up, and the like. Bus the exemplary 
fafferings of fome wrought nothing upon the 
fpirits of others that were more harden’d, nay, 
on the contrary, that which they thought 
would have difcourag’d or over-aw’d them, 
made them ftill worfe and worfe. 

‘Fexurx at lait, when he faw nothing would 
bring them to reafon, commanded the faétion 
away out of the city by proclamation, upon 
their uttermoft peril. But divers flaying be- 
hind in contempt of authority, the governor 
fent a-party of foldicrs in among them, that 
kill’d feveral of them and feiz’d their goods. 








The caufe But the fedition ftill continuing, the gover- 
comes at laft nox difpatch’d away commiffioncrs to Nero ; 
before Col inci f both parties, to 
befor fome of the principal men o Pp ‘ 
Fels Re plead their caufe before Cefar. Feftus fuc- 
ceeds Felix. ceeded Felix, and fell very hard upon the 
highwaymen that were moft troublefome to 
the province, taking and killinga great many 
of the thieves. 
CHAP. XIU. 

Albinus fucceeds Fefius, A corrupt aad @ tyrans 
nical governor. Albinus a lewd man, but n0- 
thing to Geffius Florus that caue after hit. 
Albinus aid Florus compar’d. Ceftits Gallus 
governor of Syria, A heavy complaint to Gal- 
lus againft Florus. Florus does what he cai to 
make the Gews rebel. Cefar’s decree in favour 
of the Cefarean Greeks. The rife of the Fewifo 

Ant. b, aa War. / ; 

v . . 
Abioae fies LBINUS fucceeded Feftus; but he did 
‘eds Feftus. not govern like his predeceffor. He 
Acorrupe was aman fo univerfally wicked, that there 


an hanine . . i - 
ate oem was no ill he boggled at: as corruption, “7 
tor, rice, extortion, oppreffion; and this in a 






Tere was at this time another tumult alfo 
geous tumult that broke out about Cefarca, upon a quarrel 
-that arofe there betwixt the Jews and the Sy- 
rians living promifcuoufly together. The Jews 
of would have it to be their city 5 arguing that 

a Jew was the founder of it, meaning king 
‘Their competitors could not deny a 
Jew to have been the builder of ic 3 but in- 
fifted upon it on the other hand, ‘that it be- 


The elders did all that was pof- 
fible to be done, by authority and advice, to 
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cafes too, as well private as publick: bribery 
in civil caufes, bribery again in perfonal; and 
the nation heavily oppreis’d under the burden 
of arbitrary tributes. Was any ‘man in the 
hand of the law for rapine and violence’ either 
upon conviction before the prefent magiftratc, 
or upon: the fentence of former jodges ? 
There needed but a friend and a piece of mo- 
ney to fet him-at liberty: and no man was c- 
ver found guilty by this governor, that had 
but money to make him innocent, and pur- 
chafé his freedom. 

Tuere was at this time a faction at Jeru- 
falem, that had fet their hcarts upon a change 
of government, and thofe of the party rhat 
had wherewithal, compounded’ with Albinus 
before-hand to be eafy to them in cafe of a 
broil. But there was a popular mixture of 
men-alfo, that could not be quiet rhemfelvcs; 
fo long as the ftate was at peace 3 and thefe 
people were taken into the intcreft of Albi- 
nus. ‘The heads of this mutinous medlcy had 
every one of them a troop of refolute fellows 
at his command, of his own complexion, while 
the governor himfelf was only the moft illu 
ftrious thief of the band, with his guards about 
him to do execution at pleafure upon thofe 
that were not in a condition cither for rc- . 
fiftance or defence. It came to this upon the 
main, that the opprefled durft not open their 
mouths to complain; and thofe that cfcap’d, 
were glad to give part of what-they had for 
the faving of the reft 3 and the receivers them- 
felves worfe at laft than the thieves. In fine, 

“¢ there was no faith left upon the carth’, 
and the multiplicity of tyrants was evidently 
the foundation of a flavery to come. 

Txese were the manners, and this the cha- Albinus a 
raétcr of Albinus; but Gcffius Florus his fuc- Jewd man, 
ceffor, was fuch a foil to him, that the former but nothing 
look’d like an angel upon the comparifon. Al- joe that 
binus indeed was’ fale, but yct’clofe and fe~ came after 
cretin his iniquities, which had fomething like him. 
modefty in it; but Geflius made an open pro- ay and 
feffion of his cruelty and injuftice ; infomuch, (04) eo 
that he valu’d himfelf upon the meric of his P* “ 
crime, and made it-his glory to declare him- 
felf a profefs’d enemy to the whole nation. 

He behaved -himfelf in the province niore like 
an executioner than a governor; for he treat- 
ed. the whole body of the people like common 
criminals, without fetting any bounds, cither 
to his rapinc, or to his tyranny. He had nei- 
ther pity in him, nor fenfe of honour; but 
was mercilefs to the mifcrable, and utterly 
void of fhame, in cafes fo foul that impudence 
icfelf would have blufh’d at. No man ever 
put trath-out of countenance with paradox and 
impofture as this man did; neither did ever 
any man find out fuch artificial ways of ad- 
drefs for the doing of mifchief. ‘The deitroy~ 
ing of a whole nation, man by man, would 
noc ferve his turn neither, without fweeping 
away whole cities intire, and cutting off the 
neck of the common body of the people at a 
blow. He gave fuch liberty ‘and encourage- 
ment to fpoil and pillage, that it fell little 


fhort of a proclamation of allowance to ‘all 
people to take what they could get, provided 


he might bat go a-thare in the boory. And 
then for his avarice, he drain’d the province 
into fo ftarving a degree of poverty, thar the 
inhabitants left it in effeét, a dcfart, for-wanc . 
of 
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of bread, and tranfplantcd themfelvcs into 
torcign provinces. of 
Cestius Garius was at that time go- 
vernor of Syria; and in his days there was not 
a Jew that durft fo much as open his mouth to 
him in a complaint againit Florus. But how- 
ever, upon his coming up to ferufalem, upon 
the teatt of unleavened bread, the multitude, 
to the number of at leaft three hundred thou- 
fand, made thcir application to Gallus to take 
pity of a miferable people, and deliver the 
oe co. province out of the handsof Florus, that peft 
Taeainn - of a governor. Florus was within hearing 
Florus. of this outrage; but fo far from being mov’d, 
or out of countenance at it, that he turn’d it 
all to ridicule. Ceftius in the mean time, did 
what he could to pacify the people, by telling 
them that Florus thould deal better with them 
for the future; and fo he went back again to 
Antioch. Florus brought Gallus onward of his 
Way as tar as Cefarea, telling him a thoufand 
lies as they pafs’d 5 but, at the fame time, con- 
triving within himfelf the neceffity of a war 


CeftiusGallus 
governor of 
Syria. 


Florvs does 
what heean 


tomake the With the Jews, as the only way to lie undif- 
Jewsrezel. cover’d and bring himfelf off. In the cafe of 


a peace, the Jews, he thought would lay hold 
of fuch an opportunity to bring the caufe be- 
fore Ceiar, which would be dangerous ; where~ 
as if he could but once work them to a revolt, 
the greater mifchief would take off the envy 
ef the lefs: for which end he endeavoured 
every day, all that lay in his power, to force 
them by degrees into a rebellion in his own 
defenfe. 

Tur Cefarcan Greeks had at this time car- 
ried their caufe againft the Jews before Cefar, 
Greeks, and obtained a decree in their favour; which 
Therite of fentence gave rife to the Jewith war. It bore 
the Jewith dare the twelfth yearof Nero, and the feven- 
aos teenth of Agrippa, in the month * Artemifius. 


Cefar Gecrees 
in tlvour ef 
the Cefarein 








CHAP. XIV. 


Cefarea was the occafion of the Fewifh war. The 
ews affronted in their Synagogue. The bri- 
ery and perfidy of Florus. A mock facrifice. 
Al violent commotion. Fucundus endeavours to 
compofe it, but in vain. The Fews remove the 
books of their law. They petition for relic, 
and are punifh’d for it. Florus makes matters 
aorfe and worfe. The Fews fall heavily upon 
bin for fo doing: but with the face however 
of a feeming vefpec. Florus turns them off 
with feorn. The barbarous proceedings of Flo- 
rus. The fobricty and moderation of the Fews. 
Florus the worfe for good advice. His bloody 
orders and exccutions. Several of the nobility 
whipt and crucifyd. Six hundred and thirty 
Sews murderd by Florus’s men in one day, 


Ane. b. 29. ¢. HE tyranny of Florus was indeed a 


I . . 

The bufinets | dangerous temptation to a rebellion: 
of Cefurea but the Jews ftood firm againft that provoca- 
was the occa- tion, and afterward it was the bufinefs of Ce- 


fion of the ae i 
‘Jewilly ae. farca that did the work. 





* i, c. inthe month of May. 
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THERE Was a certain Greek had a houfe in 
Cefarea, clofe upon the place where the Jews 
had their fynagogue. They would fain ‘have 
made a purchafe of this houfe, and treated 
with the mafter -feveral times about it, offer- 
ing him much more for it than it was worth: 
but fo far was he from complying with their 
propofal, that out of pure crofinefs, inftead of The Jews aft 
giving them more room; he fell to blocking fronted in 
of the way, in a manner, quite up, by crowd- their fyna- 
ing fo many little fhops into the paflage, that 8°5° 
there was hardly room left for one fingle bo-= 
dy to get into the fynagogue. Upon this, 
fome of the hot young men of the Jews went 
out prefently. to the workmen, and caution’d 
them not to go on, at their peril. Florus coun 
termanded that prohibition ; fo that the Jews 
had nothing more to do but to try the gover~ 
nor with a fum of money. Several of their - 
principal men met about it, and among the reft, 
one John, a farmer of the king’s cuftoms ; 
who contracted with Florus for eight - ta~ 
lents to forbid the building. ‘They deliver’d 
him the money, and he promis’d all things The bribery 
fhould be done accordingly ; but immediately and perfidy 
upon the receipt of it, he went from Cefarea °f Florus- 
to Scbaftc, as if it had been on purpofe to 
leave them at liberty for an uproar: as who 
fhould fay, eight talents is the price of -an op- 
portunity for you to cut one another’s throats. 

Tue next day, being the Jews fabbath, when. 
the people were all together in the fynagogue, 
a fpiteful Cefarcan fet an carthern vefiel juft 
before the door, with a facrifice of birds upon A mock fi 
it. This contemptuous mockery put the “tifice 
Jews out of all government and patience, ; 
to fee their laws had in derifion, and the place 
prophan’d. ‘Ihe more moderate -.nd confider- 
able men of the party, were for appealing to 
the governors for juftice and redees > but for 
the feditious hot-brain’d young fellows of the 
faction, nothing would fatisty them bur ri- A violenr 
baldry and blows; and the Cefareans, on ‘the commotion. 
other hand, were as ready for the encounter : 
the facrifice of birds, being purpofely defign’d. 
to draw on a quarrel, And here began the 
action. 

Jucunpus, a captain of horfe, and one that Jucundusa 
was left to keep the peace, coming in jot up- orfe officer, ' 





on this nick of time, order’d the earthen eadeavoust 
veflel above-mentioned to be taken. away : bones ein’ 


and then apply’d himfelf toward the allaying In this diffi-' 
of the tumult. But eas finding Jucune culty the 
dus over-born by the Cefareans, prefently Jows remove 
took up the books of their laws, and carry’ ate 
them off to I Narbata, a province of that They petiti- 
name, about fixty + furlongs from Ccfarea, on for relief, 
Twelve of their chicf men, with John the *dare pu rn 
publican, went to Florus at Scbaftc, with a sue oe 
complaint for what had pafs’d, and a petition 2 
for redrefs, not forgetting to remind him by~_ 
the-by, (tho’ very tenderly) of the. cight ta- 
lents. Florus caus’d them immediately to be 
taken up and bound, for prefuming to remove 
their laws from Cefarca, That was the pre- 
tence. 





+ Eight Jewith calents weighed nine hundred and twelve pounds fix ounces, and their value in filver amounted to 
two thoufund feven hundred and thirty feven pounds ten shillings, and in gold to forty three thoufind eight hun- 


dred pounds Fenglifh moncy. 
U Nabata. Ruf, 


+ Sixty furlongs (as has been before obferved) amounted to feyen Englifl: miles and 


eal paces. 


an half, and ninety geometri- 


Tirs 
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Tuys_action of Florus provok’d the Jews of 
Jcrufalem to the higheft degree of indigna- 
tion: (bur they found ic.convenient for the pre- 

; fent to {mother their r¢fentment.. Florus, juft 
Forus makes 49 if.it had been his proper office to, blow the 
matters worfe Coals-of diffention, and inflame the Jews toa 
and worfe. quarrel, fent in. Cefar’s: tiame . for. feventeen 
* talents out of the treafury, and for the em-| 
peror’s. fervice. This put thé Jews in fuch a. 
confufjon, that they run.up.and down the city, 
and ‘to.the temple,. like. mad-men 3 crying out 
all the way.upon Cefar,’ Ccfar, as loud.as, they. 
could bail, ‘to be, delivered fromthe inhuman’ 
The Jews barbarities of Floris; . purfuing him with cla- 


outrageoufly mouts,- mockeries, aid. maledi tions .of. all 
wee 2 ; LONs 


fall upon, forts; as theré'was. one of the mutincers had: 
Bloke gortgii an-alms-basker at his back,:.and - went 
about, the ftrects. begging of brokén ,ni¢at.. for 
the poor miferable Floris, in detiign of bim: 
But all thefetauntsand abufés had no other ef- 
fet upon him, than that they made his avarice. 
fill, more ;fpiceful, as well as: more | infa- 
fiablé,..“And then inftead of putting a chéck to 
“gid Jt ea eee ah Vg Jigeo eo’ eee tae py et 

he ‘Arik, heat Of the {edition at Cefarea, and’ 
femoving' the cailes ofthe tumult ashe ought 


to his own home; and, betwixt care and fear, 

pafs’d the night in-anxioys vigilance, 

' Erorus lodg’d at this time in the, palace, 

and. the next day he mounted the tribunal ;. the 
high-pricff and the prime men of the city. being 

there prefent. He pafs'd bitter refleétions up- The barba- 
on’ fomeé lewd and. reviling: {peeches that had rous procesd- 
been thrown out againft -him; demanding po- ings of Flo- 
fitively- that the~ authors, of them fhould ™™ 

be found out and, produc’d 3.) threatening 

withal, that “he: would. take -his. _fevenge 







































‘upon thofe that were: there upon, the: place, 


if they..did not bring. him the puilty...'Dhe The fobriety 
Jews ‘made anfwer, t That Paes ‘bedg of and modera- 
“ the people, they were for peace and quiet ; ene os 

“ and for thofe that; lath’d out: with; their” 


«. rongues, they implor’d,a pardon from, them, 


&) Bor it could ‘not: be.imagin’d,: they:faid,. in 


<, fo.valt asmulticude of people, but shere mutt. 

«, needs. be fome' rafh and, ‘unexperiencidimene: 
& Neither was ‘ir Roliible to: liftingnifh.:who; 

« were, guilty, and who; not:.-for: even.thofe, 
«, that repented of what they had:done, would . 
“ROE yet own the doing of it.,,. And therefore. 
se they. only offer’d.it to Florus’s, confidera-; 
“tion, whether any thing,could be more for: 
cakes h : Hina r Horfe. “ithe fervice of ‘the, Roman. empire; than to, 
to Jerifalem, and makes the power of Rome): confuls the fafety of the pcople'and city,’ 
only, Aubfervient to his private paffions and Iufts, | by preferving them firm in their allegiance 23. 
either of ptide,. profit, -or, revenge; filling the |: Cefar:.and :Whether-it. might shot be more. 
heayte of the. people ‘wherever: he came,: with |’ advifable (in.ca € of the worft).to fparefome. 





to have done, both by duty and ;contraét:- he 


takés his: march With an.army: of Hor{é.and foot 









gonfifion and ceptor sy td; . | few criminals,, fot. thefake of A great many: 
They ofer , 2 HE, maltitude, however, after all. manner |“, innocents, than to, -deftroy: fo great a num 
him however OF indignities ca(t apod them, | puton thé: coun-| “ber of innocent men.for the. fake of here. 


“ -and there one that. was. guilty.’ This- way; 
of-réafoning blew.up, Florus into-fach..a rage, :Florus the. 
that he prefently ofder’d away the: foldiers:to; worfe for. 
the,great_ market: tn. the upper town, to ‘rifle ford none 
TY : higeiicgee, Upper : - fel, 
the place, and killvall they mer. “When :the: iis blood 
foldicrs found’ themfelves fupported. in, their; orders and. 
claim to the pillage by. the concurring: autho-,execations. 
rity of'their commander; they did, notionly 0"! "1.7 


pent ora. Oul.to fecejve ‘him apon the way, aid prepa- 
fone re- ying'to entertain him: with ,all femblaices of 
Rr, honouy and efteem, afualin fach cafes.:.. While 
oJ they were'in’ this. difpofition, togive him 4 
“.  feeming” welcoriic into ‘the city, Floras. pre- 
vented their’ compliment, by fending Capito a 


centurion to them, with fifty horfe to pura ftop 


thecompli- tnarice, Mill of an officious..refpect, in” going 








to their journey. who deliyer’d his meflage to | execute their order ypon the places and people. oe 
themy‘in thefe terms. ““ “Iam to command you, | they were fent to, but..all houfes , were alike. 
Se utth « fays he, in the name Of Florus, to go your | to them, and all.the ;inhabitants put ‘to -death. ; 
fon t¢-'ways home again:’ and to let you underftand | without diftinétion; “as well thofe, they took |. |. : 
“that ‘the man-yoy have made fo. bold with, upon their flight, in by-ways, .and feeret‘paf=. .°), 
‘both in earneft and jeft, is not. to be.cajoled | fages, .as thofe they found in their. houfes. ‘No, : 


booty, in fhort, came amifs to them.. Seve-,<: 
paths nobility, that they feiz'dand brought sshiiny: 
to Florus, were by his. order whipt and crue whipt and 
cify’d. The whole, number of the flain upon Crucify’d. 
that day, reckoning'‘women and children into, — 

the account (as the very,infants at the breafts 

of their mothers did not efcape them) was fix sig hundred 
hundred and thirty. ‘The calamity was gric- and thirty” 
ers break | yous in icfelf, and yet worfe for the very no~ Jews mur- 
ing'in‘upon the miulrigude, the people ran fe- | velty of ic: for sit was never heard: of before Peek 
veral ways ‘in afright, wichout waiting for the | Florus’s. time, that ever any of, the cqueftrian ;,, gne day. 
ceremony of faluting Florus, or of paying thofe ; grder, were whips, like, flaves and gibbetted; 

Officés to the foldiers that are cuftomary in fuch for tho’ the, perions, were by extraction Jews, 
encounters. They “went, in: fine, cvery man |the-dignity was yetRoman joy 


“into better opinion of you by 2 parcel of fair 
“ ‘and falfe words.” If youarein truth, as you 
“ ‘Would be'thoughe'to be, men of refolution 
‘and ‘courage, ‘call that man all thofe fean- 
** dalous and ‘r¢proachful names to his face, 
. “that. you did“bchind his . back 5’ and, affert 
‘chat liberty by your arms, that. you have 


“ made fuch'4 soife with in your clamours.” 
‘What with this r¢buke, and thefoldiers break- 








° : Gone wp went : ei is tein, Sah Peet dee ten eek te ek cel Serre Tt ~ Bane one 

' %® Seventeen talents wei lied one’ thoufirid nine hundred aiid; thjrty nine poundg fif een penny waights,. and their, 

value'in filver dmolincacie. five thoufand sight huddred and ‘feverttecn pounds’ threp'fh iiigt and pine pence, and in 
ve 2 oe pep a ets) 


gold to ninety three thoufind and fevehty! five poiinds Englif_: mohey. dient 
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CHAP. XV. 

Berenice goes to Ferufalem to pay a vow. The 
manner of performing that duty. She moves 
Florus in favour of the Fews. The people ina 
rage againft him, They come to themfelves a- 
gains, and Florus is troubled at it. He projects 
anew broil. Arguments for a compliance. 
Florus’s projec fucceeds in a terrible deftruc- 
tion. He attempts the caftle, and is beaten off 
fle retires to the palace. The communication 
cut off betwixt Fort--Antonia and the temple. 
Florus gives over bis defign, and returns to 
Gefarea. - 


GRIPPA was at this time gone to Alex- 

andria, upon a vilit to Alexander, whom 

ero had made governor of Egypt. His fifter 
Berenice was thenatJerufalem, and in extreme 
affi@tion for the barbarous outrages that_ were 
practis’d there; infomuch chat fhe fent feveral 
meflages to Florus by fome of her horfe-officers 

and guards, befeeching him earneftly to hold 

his hand, and fpill no more blood. “But Flo- 

rus had no fenfe at all, cicher of the heinouf- 

nefs of the fin, or of the honour of the inter- 
ceffion, His heart was fet upon lucre and pil- 

lage, and he look’d upon all other things (Be- 

renice herfelf notexcepted) with contempt and 
neglect. So that the foldiers did not only go 

on, maiiacring and cutting of throats, before 
Berenice’s face; but had moft certainly kill’d 

the queen herfelf, if fhe had not made her cf- 

caps into the palace; where fhe lay waking 

: ali that night, witha guatd to look toher, for 
Ecrenice 90¢5 fear of a {urprize. The occafion of her com- 
. Jersis'em ing to Jerufalem, was the paying of a vow to 

a Almighty God; as is ufualin cafes of provi- 
dential deliverances from fickneffes and other 
great dangers. It is cuftomary for people un- 
‘ *- der thofe circumftances to continue in prayer 
to . for thirty days before the facrifice; abftaining 
oa from wine, and fhaving the hair. Berenice 
was now in her diurnal courfe of devotion ; 
, and ftanding bare-foot before the tribunal, 
there was ihe interceeding to Florus for the 
people, but without any fuccefs or refpe&: 
befide that fhe ran the risk of her life for the 
piety of the office, This was the fixteenth of 
the month $ Artemifius. 

Ow the next day, the people gather’d toge- 
ther in the market-place (in the upper town) 
outragcoufly exclaiming againft the murderers 
of their friends that were kill’d there the day 
jorus. before. But the main ftrefs of their rage and 

ribaldry fell upon Florus. ‘The grcat men and 

the high-priefts were fo fenfible of the danger 

of provoking him the fame way over again, 

that they tore their garments, and went about 

begging from man to man, not to talk at that 

é rate; for the exafperating of Florus was the 

ot vi into Way to deftroy them all. Upon this applica- 

nbeve: rem. tion, the multitude was a little more com- 

per. pos’d: partly out of refpe&tto the interceffors, 

and partly in hope that the governor’s fpite 
was over. 

FLorus was not at all pleas’d to fee things 








favour of the 


Jens. 








Florus troub- 


Id atte. a {quiet again; and therefore he bethought 
for the 2. himfelf of a contrivance how to create a new 


fing of a new broil. He fent for the high-pricfts and fome 
broil, of the chief men of the Jews to come to him, 
and then told them there were two companies 
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coming trom Cefarea, and it would bea con- 
vincing evidence of the people’s good affection 
to the’ government, if they would but go out, 
and mect them upon she way. The thing 
being promis’d and agreed ‘upon, Florus gave 
it in charge tothe centurions, that in cafe the 
Jews greeted them with any. fhew of compli- 
mentor refpectupon their meeting, they fhould 
not pay them any manner of civility in return: 
and if they fhould exprefs any refentment at it 
cither in words or looks, they fhould betake 
themf{clves to their arms. ‘The high-priefts gor 
the people together intothe temple, and there 
adjur’d them by all means to go out and com- 
pliment the Romans upon the way, and’ to_be 
fure to give them a friendly falute, for fear’a- 
ny thing fhould be taken amifs. Where “were 
feveral rath heads in the croud againft it; and 
the reftof the multitude, while the flaughter 
of their fri¢nds was yer frefh in their, memory, 
were forward enough to join in opinion with 
thetincendiaries. While this was in agitation, 
in came allthe priefts and Levites,"expofing’ the 
holy veffels and other precidus ornaments of 
the temple: the finging menand organifts with 
their mofical inftruments, addreffing them- 
felves tothe people, with’ carrieft entreaties to 
preferve the honour of the temple facred, 
without provoking the Romans by contume- 
lious affronts to the rifling of ir. There were 
alfo divers of the high-priefts with afhes up- 
on their heads, their breafts naked, and their 
garmentstorn; applying themfelves to all the 
en of dignity, one by onein particular, arid 
to all together in general, ‘with repeated im- 
portunities not to betray their country for fo 
imall a matter, to thofe very people that 
gap’d after the ruin of ir, “ For what, faid Arguments 
“ they, will the Romans be the better for it, for a compl. 
*¢ if you fhew them the fame refpeét now that 2"¢¢- 
‘¢ you have done formerly? and what will the 
Jews now bethe better cither for the refu- 
{al of it? Nay, on the contrary, if youtreat 
“¢ them with honour, and according to the 
‘“¢ forms of good manners, you will leave Flo-« 
rus no pretence to trouble you ; and it wilk 
effetually amount to a redeeming of your 
country from the calamities that you have 
otherwife to fear. You are alfo to confi- 
der the difproportion betwixt the peaceable 
“ majority of the multitude, and a few ‘{eat- 
“ ter’d mutineers; and that there is all the rea~ 
“ fon in the world, that the greater part 
“* fhould over-rule the lefs.”” This way of The people 
difcourfe had fuch an effeét upon the people, brought to 
that, betwixt authority, argument, and menace, their fenfes # 
the hotteft men of the faction were brought a 
over to hear and to do reafon. So foon as 
things were brought to this difpofition, the 
priefts and princes of the people marched ‘out 
to mect the foldiers; and the multitude in ve- 
ry good order follow’dthem. When the Jews 
were advanced within diftance of exchanging a 
ceremony, they faluted the Romans with great 
humanity 5 but receiving no return, the angry 
part of them fellimmediately to reviling Flo- 
rus, as the author and contriver of all their 
miferies. The foldicrs took the hint, and in 
the fame inftant fell upon the Jews with clubs 
and cudgels, put them into a confufion, and pyorus’s pro: 
upon the purfuit, trampled great numbers of jeét fugseeds 
them under their horfes feet 5 fo that upon the 
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whole, betwixt thofe that dy’d of blows: and 
wounds, thofe that were-crufh’d to déath:in 
the croud, or fmother’d 
A terrible Who fhould get out firft; aiid fo hindring dne 
deftruction. anorher, Ie 
ae a dresd- deftruGtion, and as frightful a fpeétacle for 
bodies were fo ‘disfigur’d, ‘that’ one’ friend 
did-not know the face of another, to-give him 
decent ‘burial. In fine, .the enemy‘ kill’d all 
_ they could come at 3, and the thing they’ prin- 
cipally labour’d Was‘to'get betwixt the Jews 


and the gate of Bezeéth; ‘being a pafs that led 


to the caitlé Antonia‘and the templé:- Florus, 
at thé fame time, made'a fally out of the pa- 
lace. with what troops he had, upon the’: back’ 


bai ity of the Jews, ina profpett of forcing the cattle ; 
ate, and is DUt pon the people’s rallying and making head 


againit him; his défign fail’d him. - For having- 
now got pofleffion of the houfes, they-danoy’d 
the Romans to fuch a degree with ftonés and’ 
darts, ‘from the roofs, that’ the enemy finding 
no ‘fetice againft that way of attack, :’ nor-any 
pofibility of breaking’ through the multitudes 
of people that throng’d up thofe riarrow frects, 
He retires to Florus was fain to‘ retire with the’ rémainder™ 

of his arthy to the palace: ‘The Jews being 
now in fome -apprehenfion of Florus’s'returning 
to the dflault, and ‘of his making‘ ‘an attenipt 
The commu- Upon the temple by rhe way of the fort Anto- 
nication cur Ma, they, went and -cut'down a certain gallery 
"of betwixt of commuhication betwixt thefort and the rcem= 
Fort Antonia ple ; which was fucha mortification to Floris, 
abe Cesants that finding his projeét hopelefs, and his ava- 


beaten off 


the palace. 


Florus gives rice difappointed, (for the holy treafure was 
over hisde- all he aim’d at) he' gave over the entctprize.. 
fign, and re- Upon this,’ he confer’d with the high-prieft 
furs to Ce- and the fenate ; télling them that he was now 


leaving the city, and ready to aflignthem what 
garifon they fhould think fit, Their anfwer 
was, in regard that there were to be no inno- 
vations, one company would be fufficient; pro- 
vided it might not be that which the people had 
had a quarrel with already; for they were 
great fulferers by them, and lay under‘a pre- 
judice. Florus chang’d the company, as they 
defir’d; arid went back‘ with the reftof hisarmy 
to Cefarea. 








CHAP. XVI. 


Florus complains of the Sews to Ceffius, as Ce- 
fa's Bape: Voifiueas better inform’d, and 
advifes upon it. Politianus pitch’d upon to 
manage the enquiry. He confults Agrippa ; 
and they are both receiv'd with great refpec. 
They foew Politianus what bavock Florus-had 
made; and the loyalty of peeoe to other go- 
wernors, Politianus goes back to Ceftius. Lhe 
people prefs’ for a complaint to Nero againft 
filorus. A healing fpeech of Agrippa’s to the 
sews. -Adiffuafive from fedition. The Ro- 

- mans are lords of the univerfe , asthe Athe- 
nians, the Lacedemonians, the Macedonians, 

' &8c.- Agrippa touches upon the confcience and 
véligion of the War. “The ‘whole body of the 
Sfews is-involv'd in one-common caufe. Agrip- 





-** This Ceftius was governor of Syria. 
t+ So in Rufinus. 
+ Gre. Toy Neemoarraavar. . 
tt Gr. Neawoartaros. 
**® Al Nearoastaris. 
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in the gaté by preffing” 
there was'upon the main‘a miferable 


what with bruifcs, ‘maims and fuftocations,' the 





‘of hand into Judea, 
[to juitice, iff the report should be found to be 
true, or otherwife, 
loyalty, if they fhould appear to be falfly ac~ 
icus’d. “ Now Ceftius: himfelf was rather of 
‘opinion for-.employing fome perfon of honour 
‘and addrefs: beforehand, to learn out the truth 








compliment of ‘refpeét. in courfe, 


| goodnefs.. 


Gon 


Pe brings the 


é People to .fome degree of modera- 
tion. a : i 


LORUS was tio fooner ‘come to Ce-Florus 
“farea, but he: found. out new matter ‘for charges the \' 
the inflaming of a war,-and fent it in a letter Jews 1° Ce- | 
to * Ceftius,” wherein:'he: charg’d the. Jews fit 8 ce 

age ee ite an mics to Céfar. 

With ‘a‘revolt, which was fo impudent a fal- 
fity, that the very crimes he imputed to the 
Jews, he was exprefly guilty of himfelf.. Now 
queen Berenice, and the :principals.of Jerufa- 
lem) ‘were fo juft and candid in this matter, as 
to give Ceftius the particulars of the whole men give 
truth, and a punctual account of Florus’s: un-Ceivs the 
jut adminiftration. Upon the receipt of this tt!” & %* 
intimation, -Ceftius prefently confer’d-with the Ceilus ad- 
‘great men-about him, what he had beft todo, vies upon it, 
‘Some were for his marching with anarmy out- 
and ‘to bring the offenders 


Berenice and 
fome great 


‘to ‘encourage them in their 


of [things, and then to. give hima faithful 
information upon the whole affair. The man And pitches 
-he pitch’d upon was + Politianus, a tribune ; upon Politi- 
‘who mecting king Agrippa near Jamnia, in vs for the 
his return from Alexandria, told him whence ee rhe 


the came, who fent-him, and what was his Hamers A- 


jibufinefs.. There were at that time there, ‘{e~'grippa, and 


veral high-priefts of the Jews, fenators, and ‘tells him his 
others of the firft quality, to pay their duty to Pars. 
the king :. they had. no fooner pafs’d:the firft 

but they 
launch’d out into a lamentable remonftrance of 

the miferable ftate’ they. were reduc’d: to by 

the inhumanities of Florus. Agrippa thought. 

as they did; but it would’not have ftood with 

his dignity to blow the coal; fo that he rather: 

turn’d the invective artificially againft the 

Jews, whom yet he pity’d in his heart; out 

of a defire rather to reftrain and fweeten, than 

to exafperate their paffions :. for the lefs they 

might feem to fuffer, the lefs provocation 

could they pretend to a ‘revenge. ‘They that 

had moft:to lofe, and certainly moft reafon to 

defire a peace, could not but take that gentle 
reproach for a fignal inftance of the king’s 


Tue people of Jerufalem receiv’d ‘Agrippa 
and + Politianus, upon the way, fixty fur- 
longs from the city, out-of refpeét, to atten 
them up to-the town; the women all the Agrippa, at 
while bitterly bewailing the lofs of their mur- fisty‘fladia 
der’d husbands, and the whole multitude, af-'from the 
ter their example, burfting out into tears.and to“. 
lamentations as by ponent fome = them ae 

loring: Agrippa in generofity to take pity'.o 
he naclones sad athens eget of +} Politiarius 
but to go‘idto-the city, :and-fee what-havock 
Florus had made‘there.: Upon this they:taok 
him-into the market-place,.-and fhew’d:‘him’ 
how-every thing was: abandon’d there and for- They thew 
lorn, and the ‘honfes alt in rubbith, ‘Fhey are 
prevail’d with ** Politianus after this, by the Forus has 
means of Agrippa, to.take a view of the city 


The people 
of Feramtent 
d receive Poli- 
tianus and 


made up and 
down the 
city. 


2. 
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as far as the.pool of Siloah, and only onc fer- | “ be whatirc will. .But it is to no purpofe for 


602 FLAVIUS 
vant along with him; where he fhould fee 
with his own eyes how obedient the Jews 
And the were to all other Romans in authority 3. . but 


Jeyalty or the 
Jews to ail o~ 
ther Roman 
governors. 


for the horrid cruelties. af; Florus, they were 
utterly intolerable. When he had taken a 
view of the city, and-inform’d-himfelf fuffi- 
ciently in the loyal difpofitions of the Jews, 
he call’d the people together, and went up to 
the temple; where he-enter’d into a declama- 
tory commendation of. their approved fidelity 
to the Romans; and then, aiter enlarging 


himfelf in exhortations-and good countels, -up-- 


on the fubjeét of the common peace, +he gave 
God praifes and thankigivings, with all:venc- 


ration forhis holy religion, in place andman-. 





Politienus ner according to the law ; and fo. went back 
Set to: Cemtie. ee 

me Porirranus had no fooner turn’d his back, 
but the multitude immediately addrefs’d.them- 
felves to the king and the-high-priefts,; .pref- 
© ling tor leaveto fend embafiadors to Nero.with 


“ they, fhould fic till, without bringing-fo 
* bloody an outrage : to an examination, and 
putting the authors of it to the teft, ic 
‘ would look as if’ we ourfelves -were-. the 
“© criminals, and durft not abide the trial.” It 
was clear on the one hand, that it'would be 
dangerous.for Agrippa to rcfufe them this li- 
berty.; and it-had at the fame time, the- face 
of an invidious profecution on the other, to 
tarn loofe the multitude againft their governor 
by fuch aninvective, under the name of an 
embatly : fo that Agrippa, finding himfelf di- 
vided betwixt the bold and martial humour of 
the Romans, and the hazard of tranfporting 
the Jews inco a tumult, call’d an affembly to 
meet in a great gallery, and after the placing 
of his fitter Berenice upon a chair of ftate, ir 
the Afmonean palace, which overlooks that 
gallery from the upper. part of the town (the 
temple and the gallery being join’d by a bridge) 
he tpoke to the people after this manner. 

“* Ir I found you now under any fort of dif 
pofition to make war upon the Romans, as 
I am at this time clearly convine’d of the 
contrary, and that the greater part. of your 
profeflion are men of peace and order, I 
fhould haye fav’d both you and myfelt this 
trouble: for what would any application 
or advice of mine fignify to a body of men 
that Jabour under an incurable prejudice? 
But in regard that fome pcople are purely 
unquiet, for want of an experimental: know- 
ledge of the miferies of war; fome oat of a 
vain and inconfiderate hope of liberty, others 
out of avarice, forthe advantage of the boo- 
ty, and making profit to themfelves out of 
a general coniulion: in regard, I fay, of 
thefe corruptions and miftakes, I -have now 
thought fit to call you together; and totell 
you what I think convenient to be done un- 
der your circumftances, in order to the rec- 
tifying. of your errors, and to prevent the 
ruins of a dutifuk rhajority by the intempc- 
rate heats of a few defperate libertines. 
All I defire is only your patience and fi- 
lence, and to be heard without murmuring 
and noife, whether you approve what I fa 
ornot. As for thofe that are abandon’d to 
the fpirit of diforder and confufion, and ir- 
recoverably loft, they are {till at liberty to 
** follow their own counfels, let my opinion 
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a complaint againit Florus::“ Forit we, {aid . 


“me to fpeak at all, unlefs I may be heard 
* by thofe who defire to -hear me. . : 
© I-know very well chat the faules of 
‘¢ -vernors and the bletlings.of liberty, are two governmem 
*¢ commontopicks for men of art and -paffion to and the blef. 
ce 7 > ings of liber. 
work upon. Now before I enter upon the ty ate th 
“© difquifition of what.you yourfelves are, and common Lube 
“* the force you are pretending to encounter, jects for art 
- I moft, ‘in the firft place; divide two points 2"4 pation to 


“S that. you confound, by making them into “°F upon. 
.6¢ 


_ onc. If revenge upon. your oppreffors: (or. 

“¢ Jet it be juftice, if you. pleafe) be the thing 

that.you contend for, what’s the meaning of, 

* your,¢rying up liberry at fuch an.extrava~. 

“*: gant rate ? Or, if fubjeétion be in itfelf fo Whether 

“* intolerable, what’s-the quarrel to -your go- Tulers be 

‘¢ vernors:? For let them.‘be the beft natur’d 8004 or bad, 
“¢ people under the cope of heaven,, sapiechog 

$¢-is-but fabjection fill; and fo ftill as {canda- 
“¢ Yous asit.was before: - : 

“« ‘Take things to pieces now, and confider. 

a little, upon what ground itis that you pre-., 

tend to calumniate and.cavil, and in what 

manner you are to behave yourfelves, even 

if your governors.fhould be to blame. It is We owea 
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{weeten things with offices of tendernefs and {pect even 
refpeét, and not to treat your fuperiors with (ue ou 
brawls and coarfe. language. When you . : 
make things greater than they are, you pro- 
voke thofe that are over: you tomake things 
worfe than they would otherwife be; and 
to turn that male-adminiftration that they 
were half afham’d of before, into a bare- 
fac’d raging tyranny. There’s nothing takes 
off the edge of oppreffion, like patience: re- 
fignation is enough to put perfecution ou- of 
countenance, even let it be never fo violesc 
and unjuft. 
“ ApMirTinc that you are in truth CX os situate 
tremely abus’d by the Roman government, fom {edition, 
will you have this to be the act prefently of 
all the Romans; nay, and of Cefar him- 
{elf too? And there’s your quarrel. “You 
cannot imagine that thofe governors have it 
in their commiffion to opprefs you; or that 
Cefar himfelf can look eaftand weit, and fo 
thorough the four quarters of the world all 
at a time; when.’tis no eafy matter for him 
to get a faithful account at Rome, even of 
what is done here. How great a madnefs 
is it then, to run the rifque of fo dangerous 
a war for trifles ; and in very deed, tor we 
_ know not what! Befide that matters may 
mend in time; for governors are neither 
immortal nor perpetual ; but they-take their 
turns: and itis reafonable enough to hope; 
and to promife ourfelves, that who fucceeds 
next to the office will be betrer. Now when 
a war is once commence’d, ’tis neither to be 
difcontinued nor carry’d on without mifera- 
ble inconveniences. “As for thofe that fer 
up for liberty, et them have a care, .in the 
firft place, not to run themfelyes out of it; 
for the lat flavery is always the uneafieft, 
and to avoid that yoke muft be acknow- 
ledged a juft caufe of war; for he that is 
‘once a fubject, and then falls off, is rather 
a ftubborn flave, thana gencrous advocate of 
freedom. : , : 
*¢ Ir any thing could have been done againft 
the might of the Romans, why was it not 
done when Pompey broke in upen us? But 
if 
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-Boox II, 


O- The faults of 


tubjection is | 


your Antereit, as well as your duty; - to duty andre. _ 


nf 





———— 


ook IT. 


“< if your fore-fathers and the princes of thofe 
“* times, though much your fuperiors in men, 
*¢ moncy and condué&t, were not able to ftand 
“¢ before fo inconfiderable a detachment of 
“ their power; with what face or fenfe can 
“¢ you pretend now at this‘time of the day,-to 
“ bid defiance tothe whole body of the émpire ? 
‘¢ "Ho fay nothing of the obligation of an here- 
“¢ ditary allegiance of ‘fo long a continuance, 
“ that hath defcended from 
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The bravery 
ot the Athe- 
nians was not ¢¢ 
able to fup-  ¢ 
port them a2- ¢¢ 
gainft the 
omans. 
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The Mace-~ 
donians, &c. 
had all the 
fame matters. ¢¢ 
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The power 
and majelty 
of Rome. 


The Romans 
lords of the 6¢ 
univerfe, “cc 


ce 


your predeceflors 
to their pofterity. ~~ ; es 
‘© Wnavz do you think of thofe brave and 
generous Athenians, that contefted for the 
liberty of Greece, to.the very extremity of 
laying their country in afhes? Thofe people 
that brought down the proud heart of: the 
vain and infolent Xerxes; put him to flight 
at Salamis, and, having broken the whole 
power of Afia, forced him to fhift for him- 
felf ina cock-boat: that‘ haughty prince that 
turn’d_ the fea into land, and the land into 
fea, to make room for his fleetsand armies ; 
that look’d as if they would have {wallow’d 
‘Europe: and yet the nation that did‘all this 
are now fubjeéts to the Romans, and the 
mer repens of Greece receives laws’ from 
taly. ~ as 

“, Tore cafe is the fame with the’ Lacedc- 
monians too, after all their famous exploits 
at Thermopyle and Platea, and Agefilaus’s 
carrying their victorious arms into the heart 
of Afia. And yet at prefent thefe heroes 
own the fame mafters ftill. * 

*¢ ‘To come now to the Macedonians, with 
their Philips and their Alexanders: a ‘people 


that to this very day propofe little lefs to | 


themfelves than the empire of the -univerfe : 
has not. fortune reduc’d them alfo to the 
fame fate, and of conquerors made them 
fabjeéts? And fubjects alfo to the fame go- 
vernors. I might reckon up a great many 
other nations now, much more confiderable 
than yourfelves, that in the vanity of an 
ambitious contention for liberty, have been 
forced to fubmit and to obey: and are you 
the only men in the world, do you think, 
that are too good toferve the fovereign lords 
of all other people? Where’s your militia, 
or the arms that you. depend upon? Your 
fleets tofcoury the Roman feas? And where’s 


“ your treafure to anfwer the expence of this 


undertaking ? You fancy an Egyptian or an 
Arabian war perhaps: but you proceed alto- 
gether upon falfe meafures, without com- 
paring the difproportion betwixt your abili- 
ty arid your undertaking, and the inequali- 
ty betwixt a weak and a diforderly ‘people, 
and the ftability of a formidable empire. “Tis 
a common thing for you to’ be over-run and 
farpriz’d by your next neighbours ; ‘when at 


‘the fame time the Romans carry’d the whole 


world before them. ee 
‘© Nay, and the known world would not 
contentthem neither ; for though they were 
poffefs’d of the courfe. of the Euphrates to 
the eaft, the Danube to the north; the Li- 
byan defart to the fouth, and as far as Cadiz 


to the weft; nothing would ferve them but. 


another- world beyond the ocean; -and-the 
carrying of their arms into Britain; which 
at that time was look’d upon as inacceffible. 
But what is it now that you pretend to all 
this while? Would you be thought richer 
than the Gauls, hardier than the Germans, 
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‘or wifer than the Grecks? or do you take 
yourfelves to be hard enough for all man- 
Kind ‘befide ? Upon what ground is it that 
you are thus bold and confident againft the 
Romans? It will be faid perhaps, -that it is 
an uneafy and an irkfome thing to ferve : but 
fit be fo to: you, ‘what mutt it be to-the 
Greeks? Who, over and above a‘ large ex- 
tent of territory, are look’d upon.as men-of 
the nobleft extraétion of any people under 
the fun, and the moft. renown’d for valour : 
and-yet thefe men, great and noble. as they 
are, live in‘obedience to the Romans ; and 
fo do'the' Macedoniahs.alfo; who have un- 
doubtly more right toa claim of liberty than 
you'can pretend to, Or'what do ye fay to 
the five hundred cities of Afia, that peaceably 
fubmit themfelves to a‘conful,. without any 
guard or garifon to over-awe them. To fay 
nothing of the Heniochians, thie:Colchians, 
the nations about the Bofphorus, and the 
inhabitants of the coafts of Pontus, and the 


lake of Meotis; -people fo free in former 


times, ‘that they never had fo much as a'ma- 

fteramong themfelves: and yet three 'thou-. 
fand Romans were enough to keep them all 

in fubjection; and forty galleys. fufficient to 
preferve all thofe feas in_peace and. obedience, 
which no body durft ever venture upon be= 
fore. -: ee 

‘© Hap the Bithynians, Cappadocians, Pam- 
phylians, Lydians arid Cicilians, nothing: to 
fay for themfelves upon the point of liberty ? 
for they are at prefent'all tributarics, and 
pay their dutics, without foldiers to compel 

them. And how is it with the Thracians 

now, in a large country of feven days jour- 

neyin length, and five over, and much more 

rude, and more defenfible than yours; be- 

ing almoft impaflable for the bitter froftsand 

deep fnows there ; and yet a guard of only 

two thoufand Romans keeps them all in or 

der. And then for the Illyrians, from 'be- 

yond the Danube as far as Dalmatia, and. 

fo likewife the Dacians ; they are all under 

the guard only of two legions. Nay, the 

Dalmatians themfelves, after fo many con- 

tefts for liberty, fo many baffles in . the at- 

tempt, ‘and fo many rallies and re-inforce~ 

ments afterwards, in profecution of the fame 

defign ; how quiet and eafy are they under 

the command of one fingle legion ? 


-“ Bor after all this, if any pretence what- 


ce 
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foever might juftify ‘a-revole, the Gauls of 
all men living have the greatcft encourage- 
ment and temptation to doit, in the very 
fituation of their country... For they are na- 
turally fortify’d; on the eaft with the 
Alps, the Rhine on the north, the Pyre- 
nean mountains on the fouth, and.on the 
weft with the ocean. But notwithftanding 
all thefe advantages,:‘three hundred and 
fifteén nations in the fame intereft; an in- 
exhauttible fource of all good things within 
themfelves both for ufe and commierce, not 
only for their own, - but likewife-for the 


“¢ommon benefit of mankind; and yet -we 


find thefe people under- rhe Roman allegi- 
ance -> -and-propounding .no other happinefs 
to-themfelves than in thac of their mafters. 
And this refignation does not arife from the 
want of courage or difcipline, or from the 
wrant'of brave examples in their anceftors; 
who had ftood a difpute of eighty years for 
7O ‘ s the 
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« the maintenance of their liberty ; but find- 
** ing fo admirable a concurrence of fortune 
“ and. virtue in the aétions .of the Romans, 
« the Gauls.were fo furpriz’d beewixe the ve- 
“© neration. they .had for the onc, and. their 
« dread of the other, that the Romans _gain’d 
“© gs, much. upon them by, their goodnefs as by 
“ their. arms ; infomuch,.that at this day, with 
% only twelve hundred men, they fecure almoft 
«as many cities in their allegiance: .: 

“© Wuar advantage accrued to Spain from 
*© their golden mines, when they came,;to con= 
“ temd with the Romans for their frecdom? 
“ Or I might inftance in nations more remote 
<« from Rome, both by fea and land; as the 
« Lufiranians and Cantabrians; where neither 
“ yalour, diftance, nor fituation, could war- 
“* rant them againit the power of Rome ; tho’ 
“‘ bordering upon a fea fo impetuous, that it 
“<< isnot to be fo much as nam’d, or thought 
** of, withouc dread and horror. And what 
“ fignity’d Hercules’s pillars, or the Pyre- 
“ pean mountains, the interpofition of fo ma- 
‘© ny warlike nations, or any other difficulty, 
“ to the obftruéting of the progrefs of their 
“© yiGorious arms? but they were reduced as 
«< well as the reft, and one fingle legion ferv’d 
‘© for a guard upon them all. 

“ J weep not tell you that the Germans 
“< are a populous nation, and that their coun- 

“ try is of a vaft extent; the people ftrong, 

“* and big-limb’d, their courage anf{werable to 

“¢ cheir fize and ftature, and firm to the very 

“ contempt of death itfelf. But part of this 

«© vou arc cye-witnefles of; for the Romans 

<¢ have flaves of that nation all over the earth, 

“¢ In theiranger they are more outragcous than 

“ brutes; and the Rhine is at this day their 

frontier. They have a guard of eight Ro- 

man legions uponthem, that make flaves of 

“ as many of them as they take, and-the reft 

“ feek their fafety ia Aight, not in force of 

“¢ arms. CSS 

“© As for thofe that place fomuch confidence 

“ in the walls of Jerufalem, they fhould do 


“ well ro confider the walls of Britain, where 
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ina kind of a new world, not much inferior 
“ ¢o the other. They have made themfelves 
“© mafters of this vaft ifland too, and affigned 
“* only rour legions for a guard uponit. And 
« what fhall we fay of the Parthians now? a 
“< powerful and a warlike people, that have 
“ heretofore given laws to fo many great na- 
“ gions themfelves. What’s the meaning of 
“ fending the flower of their nobility for hof- 
tages to Rome, but atacit acknowledgment 
ag fubjection under the colour of peace? Are 
we the only men in the world to make war 
upon the empire, when all other nations 
tremble under the apprehenfion of their arms? 
“ Pray call comind the fate of Carthage, a 
“€ people that valu’d themfelves as branches of 
“¢ the noble race of the Phenicians, that had 
“ the honour of the famous Hannibal for their 
<< commander. What was the end of that 
brave people, but to fall under thc conquer- 
ing arms of Scipio? 
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the inhabitants are furrounded by the_{ca,}. 
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“ Bur neither the Cyrenians, of the Lace- 

demonian race; nor the Marmaridans; who 

ftretched their dominion as far as the parch’d. 

defarts; nor the Syrtes, fo frightful to our 

apprehenfions; nor.the Nafamonians, -nor 

the Moors, nor the numberlefs multitude of 
the Numidians, were able to put any check 

tothe Roman courage;, ‘They had reduced, 

in fine, the third part of the world to their 

fubjcétion, fo large that the very nations are - 
hardly tobe number’d, beginning from the 

Atlantiek fea and the pillars of Hercules, to 

the Red fea, and comprizing all the Ethi- 

opia’s. All this they took by arms,. referv- 

ing over and above to themfelves, a yearly 
tribute of corn, fufficient to maintain’ the 
people of Rome for eight months, befide o- 
ther duties that they pay chearfully and rca- 
dily, though there be biit one ‘legion in ga- 
rifon to ratle the ‘contribution. aut 

“ Bur heré’s no need of recourfe to remate 
examples, for proof of the uncontroiilable. 
power of Rome, when we may have inftan- 
ces fo much nearer hand. As for. the pur- 
pofe, in Egypt, a kingdom that ftretches out. 
as far as Ethiopia and Arabia-Felix, .conti-. 
guous to the Indies; and an infinite multi~. 
tude of people in it, befide thofe of Alex- 
andria; dnd yet this mighty populous king~ 
dom doesnot think much to be rated by the 
poll toward the fervice of the ftate, and as 
a tributary to the Romans; but tamely an- 
fwers the impofition, though not without 
fome ground plaufible enough to murmur atit. 
“ How. comes it now that Alexandria does. 
not reyolt too? a firong, a large, and an 
opulent city, thirty * furlongs in length, 
and.tén + in breadth; prodigioufly peopled, 
and fortify’d all around it, either with de- 
folated defarts, feas without ports, deep 
rivers, or boggy quagmires. Bur the for- 
tune of Rome furmounted all thefe difficul- 
ties; for two legions.in the city were c-. 
nough to fecure the peace of Egypt, and. 
to bridle the Macedonian nobility. Now 
this city paid more tribute in a month than. 
you do in a year; and ‘four months provi~ 
tion in corn for the people of Rome, befide 
DIGHS Ys: 

“< Ir this be the cafe, what defarts do you 
propound to repair to for companions in 
your undertaking ? for all the habitual part 
of the world is clearly againft you, ‘and in 
effe&t Romans ; unlefs you flatter yourfelves 
with hopes of affiftance from - your coun- 
try-men the Adiabenians on the other fide 
of the Euphrates. But fuppofing now that 
‘they could be guilty of fo grofs an overfight, 
asto engage in a war fo defperate, upon fo 
unreafonable aground; the Parthians them- 
{elves would never endure fuch a difrefpect 
toward the Romaiis'as_muft inevitably cnd 
in arupture, by countéfiancing a waragainft 
them.- So that you have-no retreat left but 


_arecourfe to God’s power (in truth) againit’ 


his providence ; which is moft evidently feen 
in the advance; eftablifhment, arid ‘protec- 
tion of the Roman empire. 


; . 


* Thirty fdrlongs (as has been before obferved) amounted to fométhing more than three miles and three quarters, 


Engltfh meafure. 


+ Ten furlongs amounted to an Englifh mile and acuarter, and fifteen geometrical paces. 


$ Sce Cafaubon’s notes upon Fl. Vopifcus, p. 230. 
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Agrippa re- 
flects upon 
the con- 
fcience and 
religion of 
the war. 


_ “© were hamper’d:in by Pompey. heretofore : 


The caufe of - .“* AnD you are not to flatter yourfelves that 


the Jews is 
ene common 
caufe. 


' forit: befide that-it will fave you the dif- 
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.© Constper again the confcience and reli- 
“¢ gion of the war, even if you yourfelves were 
“« the ftronger of the.-two. -How ‘an. you 
“ pretend to.difpenfe with: the violation ‘both 
*€ of God’s and 'ydur:own. laws 3. or::to’expeét 
“a bleffing from «heaven’:in the:ivery aét of 
§* your. difobediente? If you * keep the-fab- 
S¢ batheday as ftrictly: and’ religioufly' a8: you 
*¢ :profefs; and as:-your:laws bind:'you:to-do 
“¢’ you will moft certainly. be caught in thefame 
**, dnare” over again ‘that’ :your : predeceffors 































ec 


“€ that is.to fay, by taking advantage of .your 
*¢. {cruples, and falling: upon you: on'thofe days 
“¢. "when: you dare: not fo much as move:'a hand 
“*"to defend yourfelves.: ‘Now if you'make no. 
*€ confcience of breaking the laws, iti fighting 
“€ one.day as: well another, how. do “you: 
“ fight for the maintaining of themj:.andi how . 
“© can you look for’any-favour from-God in the. 
“¢ deliberate breach. of: his own -command- 
“¢ gents? Who ever made war'but .in hope of: 
“¢ affiftance either from’ God or: man? and 
“¢ when both.. fail; what. can.‘be : the -confe- 
** quence buta voluntary wilful flavery? If 
“* this be your refolution, what have -you more 
“ to do, - but to Jay violent hands’ upon your 
“¢ wives and children, and'to lay. your. glori- 
“© ous country in afhes ? "Fhe extravagant: mad: 
“¢ nefs of the action will be fome fort of excufe 


<4 
ce 
& 
“ 
ce 


&O 


“ 


“¢ honour of falling by the. hand of an. enemy. | 1 


of the JEWS. 


run blood, to gratify the impetuous violen- 
_ces of a few turbulent and hot headed coun- 
fellors.. And the Romans are not to be 
blam’d: at laft, for doing only that which 
you .yourfelves have fore’d them 103; ‘and 
. you are then to-confider; on the other fide, 
‘in cafe’ they fhould {pare you, what an im- 
‘piety. you have-to-anfwer for, in the abufe 
of fo much humanity and good nature. -- 
Or if you have no longer any fenfe now of 


‘ Hatural tendernefs. for your wives and chil- 


dren, have at leaft fome-compaffion for your 
‘capital city, and the facred walls of' it; 

-have-mercy even upon the temple, your 
law, and: the -fanétuary, which ‘you: your- 
{cl¥es dre‘now about to deftroy with your 
‘own hands; for you ‘are never to Hope for 

“mercy again from the Romans, after: fo ‘un- 
grateful an abufe of the dulgences you have 
formerly received from them. 


Bur to conclnde,:I do here éall God and 


‘his: holy angels, anid‘our whole coiiitry, and 


‘all that is facred,, to'witnefs; that for: my 


own part, I have'done: whatever in me lay - 


‘toward’ your prefervation. If -you' will -do 
as you ought to do, and follow my counfel, 


-“you may yet live in'péace: butif Yéu go on 
ce 


‘in this defperate way of tuniult atid outrage, 


“¢ T- will have no 'more’td ‘do with‘ you.” 


‘Tus difcourfe of Agrippa was feconded fo 


effeGtually with the: tears: of his fifter'-Bere- 


ice, who was there préfent, that“ they both 


'€ tendernefs and moderation, and. not accord-: 


wept; and:the people abated tomewhit of their 
violence,’ and fell to muttéiiug one with ano~ 
ther,: that ‘their: quatrél was not.to the Ro- 
mans, but to Florus, for the indignities he had 
put uponthem.- “And yer, fays Agrippa, you 
*¢ do'the very fame things: that the’ protefs’d 
‘f.-enemies of Rome: would do. Have you 
“not broken down the Antonian galleries ; 
“did do you not refufe Cefar his tribute: 
‘¢’New- if you would remove all pretence of 
‘© jealoufy, -you have ho more to dothen, with- 
‘*¢ ‘out ‘any: farther-delay, but to pay the one, 
“and to rebuild the‘ other ; for this is none ¢i- 
“ ther of Florus’sfort'or tribute.” - °°. 
--" Te ‘péople feem’d now to be argued into 
reafon; ‘and very orderly waited upon the king 
and ‘Berenice up to the temple,’ where: they 
apply’d themfelves immediately to the're-edi- 
fying of the galleries, and'at the fame time fent 
their agents and officers up and down the’ pro- 
vince to colleét the tribute ‘that was uhpaid ; 
and the whole arréar, being the juft'‘fum of for- 
‘ry ftalents, was in a‘fhort time pay’d in, 
“Tue violent rage of the turnult being fome-= 
what abated,- Agrippa advifed the’ multitude 
to'f{ubmit to Florus for the prefent, till Cefar 
fhould fend them another governor. This 
put'the -people in: fuch a flame, that they did 
‘not only give him infolent reviling language, 
but pelted him with -ftones; and drove him out 
ofthe city. The’king was fenfible‘of the con- 
tempt, to the higheft degree; and finding the 
rabble fo infufferably bold and ungovernable, 
he’ fent: feveral men of quality to. Florus’ at 
Céfaréa, to make fuch choice out of them as he 
thought fit, tofetve'as colleétors for the'whole 
‘province ; and fo ‘Agrippa~ departed. into .his 
own kingdom. = 


“Tis a high point.of wifdom,: my. good | 
‘“ friends, and,-upon my word, a very necef- 
“© fary point, to forefec.and to provide for a 
“¢ ftorm while the:fhip is yet in harbour; and 
“ it is as dangerous, on the other: hand, toput 
“© off the confideration of it till the tempett is: 
“¢ upon you, and then ftand trembling, and at- 
“¢ your, wits end, which way to-turn your- 
“¢ felyes: As for thofe calamities that threaten 
*¢ us at unawares, and-by furprize, people-that_ 
*¢ fall into them are to be pity’d; for there’s: 
“‘ no preventing of evils not to be forefeen::: 
‘© bue for men that ran headlong into vifible; 
“¢ hazards, they ‘fall. not only.: unlamented,; 
“ but with infamy alfo and fcandal. * .) ° 

Your way of proceeding in: this’ affair: 
“© would almoft -perfuade . any perfon’ of: com-. 
** mon fenfe and reafon, that you are‘already. 
“* agreed upon terms with the Romans, how’ 
“¢ they are to behave themfelves in: cafe:'of 
<¢ gaining their point: that is to’ fay, ‘with. 























“ing to the practice of other nations, with’ 
“¢-fire and {words burning your cities, -extir- 
“* pating your whole race, and deftroying eve- 
Parme ? ere 

“‘ ry man of you, upon the purfuit, that fhall 
“© outlive the fury-of the battle: for-which, 
<* way can you fly, but into the very mouths. 
“of your enemies ;.who are either the, fub-. 
© jeéts of Rome. already, or fuch as live-in 
“ ‘fear of being quickly made fo?--. | 


“this calamity will flop here neither; but all. 
“¢-the Jews upon the: face of the carth are to. 
“© expect your fate, and the whole ‘univerfe 
*¢- will join as one man, to: the -—punifhing of 
“. this rebellion: _ You will remember what']: 
* tell you now, when-you fhall fee.the ftreets 


“*® See Selden de Jure Nat. & Gent.1.3.c,18,19-. 2 2 0 te tina Bie Be gts 
+ Forty Jewish talents weighed four thoufand five hundred fixty two pounds and fix ounces, and their value in fil- 
ver amounted to thirteen'thoufand fix hundred ’eigtity feven pounds and ten shillings, and in gold to two hundred 
and ninetcen thoufand pounds Englifh money. te Se ae CHAP 
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CHAP. XVII. 

Afaffads farprivtd, and the garifor put to the 
ford. The Jaws rejed the Romans cuftoia- 
‘vy facrifices. Eleazar the bead of the faction, 
aud this refufal the ground of the war. . Men 
of the beft quatity are for moderate counfels. The 
impicty of the probibition. Ax affront to Cefar 


himfelf.” Precedents and reports in favour of 


the prafices. They apply themfelues to Florus 
and Agrippa for relief. Agrippa fends troops to 
Ferufalent. A war begun in the ey Aven 
vy great flaughter. The feftival Xylopboria. 
The king’s troops worfted. The faétion quits 
the upper town, and lays all in afbes. Men 
of the bef quality creep into finks and vaults. 
Antonia taken by affault. Manabenrheads the 
Ferufalem rebels. A notable firatagem defeat- 
ed. Zhe king?s people get leave to depart. 


OOWN atter this, there was a ftrong party 


into Maffada, a Roman garifon; where they 

f{urpriz’d the foldiers, put all the Romans to 

the fword, and placed a guard of their own 
people in their places. 

-  ‘Tuere happen’d at the fame time another 
diforder alfo, in the temple at Jerufalem. 
One Eleazar, the fon of Ananias the high- 
pricit, a defperate daring young man, and a 
military officerthen in command, prefs’d fome 
ot his friends among the priefts, not to receive 
any offering or facrifice but from the nation 

fof the Jews. Now this was the very ground 
and foundation of a war with the Romans: 
for upon this inftance of Eleazar’s, Cefar’s fa~ 
crifices came to be rejected, that were offered 
up in courfe for the welfare of the people of 
Rome. The high-priefts, and the men of the 
beit qualiry,declared themfelves extremely un- 
fatisty’d with the novelty of that prohibition; 
and with great importunities defir’d the conti- 
nuance of fo pious a cuftom as the offering up 
ef prayers for princes and governors: but the 
mutincers were itiff and.inexorable, depending 
upon the ftrength of their numbers; for all 
that were for innovations were on their fide, 
Eleazar being look’d upon more particularly 
as the head of the fedition; a perfon (as I faid 
before) of courage, and in command. This 
eccafion brought ag ase: the princes, the 
high-priefts, and the Pharifees of the firft qua- 

_ lity, to advife what was beft to be done up- 


tels. On the prefent juncture: for they faw mani- 


teftly the mortal confequences that threaten’d 
the city by this tumult. They debated the 
point, and cameto thisrefolution; to try what 
they were able todo toward pacifying the 
minds of the people. In order to this experi- 
ment they call’d the people together in a 
body, before the brazen gate, (as they call’d 
ic) on the infide of the temple to the eaftward: 
and there they began their difcourfe, with re- 
fieGtions upon the rafhnefs of the enterprize, 
and of involving their country in fo deftruétive 
awar. From thence they proceeded to the 
unreafonable ground of the difpute, and the 
injuftice of the caufe: for fo far were their 
predeceffors,they faid, from prohibiting or re- 
fufing oblations from ftrangers, (which would 
have been 2 very wicked thing) thatthey were, 
in fome fort, a part of their worhip: thcir 
prefents, as appears to this very day, being 
preferved in the temple as ornaments, and in 
honour to the memory of the prefenters. 


Bur to be now provoking the Romans toa 
dangerous war, and to the fcandal, if not the 
ruin, of Jerufalem itfelf, by fetting up new 
methods of religion (for this impious inter- 
diction, to the excluding of all forts of people 
but Jews, from offering up prayers and obla- 
tions to. God in his holy temple, imports no 
lefs :) this had the face, they faid, of fo extra- 
vagant an impofition, thatthe very inhumani- 
ty of it were not to be.excus’d, even in the 
cafe of any private perfon: but to make it ge- 
neral, and to carry it to the whole people of 
Rome, and effectually, to the excommunica~ 


ting of Cefar himfelf, the affront muft needs be An affront to 


unpardonable. 
fhould be turn’d upon us now, and we, that re- 
fufe to offer up praycrs and oblations for o- 
ther people, fhould not be allowed the liber- 
ty hereafter of worfhipping for ourfelves, 
when the city fhall be left without all manner 
of difcipline; all this we. are to expect unlefs 


of the rebellious faction gotten by ftealth| we repent, and make fatistaction, before Cefar 


comes to the knowledge of the uncharitable 
and foolifh things we have been guilty of al- 


y xoany. 


Wuru thefe words feveral of the beft read 
men they had in the Jewith rites and laws, 
ftood forth with precedents and reports of the 
practices of former times, upon the point in 
queftion; who did all agree and declare, that 
their anceftors never refufed the receiving of 
oblations from ftrangers. But the innovators, 
whofe bufinefs was war, not peace, gave no 
heed to what they faid; neither did the Le- 
vites fo much as fhew themfelves at the alear, 
being wholly intent upon the war. 

Wuen the men of quality found that their 
authority had no influence over the multitude, 
but that the fedition grew ftronger every day 
than other, being fenfible rhat themfelves were 
likelieft to fall firft under the lath of the Ro- 
mans, they laid their heads together, and a- 
greed upon fending deputies with inftruétions 
to make things eaficr tothem ; fome to Florus, 
among whom Simon, the fon of Ananias, was 


But what if this contempt Cefar himfelf 


Precedents 
and reports 
in favour of 
the practice. 


They apply 
themfelves to 


chief; others to Agrippa, the principals being Florus and 


Saul, Antipas, and Coftobarus; which laft was 
a kinfman of Agrippa’s. Their bufinefs was 
to follicit them both, to come withfome troops 
to Jerufalem to crufh the rebellion ia time. 
Tu1s was the beftnews inthe worldto Flo= 
rus, Who long’d for nothing more than an op- 
portunity to inflame the war, how calamitous 
foever in itfelf; as appear’d by the delay of 
his anfwer to the deputies, on purpofe to give 
the rebels opportunity to gather to ahead. But 
Agrippa, who was tor the common good, had 
a mind to fave both. parties the beft he could, 
the guilty as well as the innocent; and by 
that means to fecuré the Jews.to the Romans, 
and Judea and Jerufalem to the Jews. Be- 
fides , he was well appriz’d how much his own 
intereft was at ftake too}. whereupon he fent 
two thoufand auxiliary horfe; that is to fay, 
from <Auranitis, Batanea and Trachonitis; 
with Darius at the head of them, and Philip 
the fon of Joachim their general. - 
Tue princes of the people, with the high- 
priefts, and all that were-for peace, received 
thefe. deputies into the upper‘town; the lower 
part,.and the temple, being already in the 
hands of the fa€tion. They began a skirmith 
with darts and ftones, and fo proceeded to 
bows and arrows on both fides, without inter- 
miffion: and fometimes upon fallies and ex- 


Agrippa for 
fuccour. 


Agrippa 
fends troops 
to Jerufalem. 


A war begun 
in the city. 


curfions, 


Book If. 


curtfions, they fought alfo hand to hand. The 
rebels {eem’d to be the more daring; but the 
king’s men were better skill’d in the arts of 
war. ‘The thing they principally prefs’d, was 
the forcing of the facrilegious faction out of 
the temple: . while Eleazar and his complices 


labour’das bard on the other fide to make them- ' 


felves maiters ofthe upper town. The difpute 
lafted feven days, without any manner of ad- 
vance on cither hand, but with great flaughter 
flaughter. on both fides. 
Tie feftival. Tue feitival of Xylophoria (as they call it) 
of Xyploho: now drawing on, which had the name from 
a the cuftom of carrying wood to the temple, to 
keep * fire all the year long, they excluded 
the rebels from ‘their worfhip. But while:a 
party of the Jews were abroad upon this of- 
fice, aband of cut-throats (known by the name 


A very great 


of Sicarii, from the privy daggersthey wore). 


_ fell in among thefe people; and fo improv’d 


oeee as the advantage, that the king’s troops being 
ed. overborn, both with hardinefs and. number, 


The faétion quitted the upper town, and the faction im- 
guits the up- mediately took poffeffion of it. ‘They broke 
Prd lays ai! after this, into the houfe of Ananias the high- 
in afhes. prictt, and burnt_the palace of Agrippa and 
Berenicc to afhes: propofing in the next place, 
to fcr fire to the offices of record, and to de- 
ftroy both together, that creditors might have 
nothing to thew for their money: not doubt- 
ing by this contrivance to draw over all the 
meaneft part of the people, and debtors into 
their intereft; and fo to tnrn the quarrel-intoa 
direét war of the poor againft the rich, under 
the colour of afferting their liberties. The 
keepers, in fine, that had thefe papers and fe- 
curities in charge, abandon’d their truft, and 
fhifted away for themfelves ; and both records 
and offices were all burnt. After this maim to 
the ftrength and credit of the city, they ap- 
ply’d themfelves more particularly to the pro- 
fecution of the war. ; 
In this deplorable confufion, feveral of the 


£ 
Men of the nobility and high-priefts were forced to fly for 


belt quality 


creep into their fafcty into common fewers and vaults ; 
ey and others got into the upper palace among the 
vaults. 


king’s troops, bolting the doors after them, 
and making good the paflage: Ananias the 
high-pricft, Hezekias his brother, and Agrip- 
pa’s deputies being of the number. 

Tue faction contented themfelves for the 
prefent with the victory they had gotten, and 
the mifchief they had done; and fo lay fill a 
while and paus’d upon it. Bur the day fol- 
lowing being thefiftcenth of the month + Lous, 
they attack’d*the caftle of Antonia; and after 
two days they carry’d it by affault, cut the 
taken by af-- Whole garifon to picces, and burnt the place ; 
ful, pafling trom thence to the palace, where A- 
_ grippa’s troops had taken fanctuary, they di- 

vided themfelves into four bodies, and at- 
tempted the undermining of the walls; but the 
defendants were fain to keep clofe, as not be- 
ing ftrong enough to venture a fally. . The ag- 
greflors all this while ply’d their works, and 


Antonia 
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feveral of the fa€tion, as well as the Sicarii, 
perifh’d under the walls. Infhort, they fought 
day and night without refpite : the faction, in 
hope of making the defendants defperate by 
ftarving them; and the defendants propound~ 
ing to tire out the faction with the fatigue of 
a continual duty. 

Turre was among thefe pcople, onc Mana- 
hem, the fon of Judas of Galilee, a crafty man, 


‘and an artificial orator: this was he that for- 


merly upbraided the Jews, under Cyrenius, for 
profeffing to worfhip one God, and yer at the 
fame time owning the Romans for their maf- 
ters. ‘This Manahem had a defign upon He- 
rod’s arfenal at Maflada; fo he inveigled feye- 
ral men of quality into his party; took them 
along with him, and forc’d the place ; arm’d 
a company of vagabonds and fcoundrel fel- 
lows out of it; and, attended with them for 
his. guard, he marched dircétly, like a little 
king, to Jerufalem; fers up for the head of 
the mutineers, and accordingly gave his or- 
ders in form, for the carrying on the fiege of 
the palace. 

‘Tut thing ‘they moft wanted was ma- 
chines; for there was no working at the toot 
of the wall, within view of an enemy. over 
their heads, to gall them from above: fo that 
they began to break ground at a diftance, 
and carry’d on a cover’d way to the foot 
of one of the towers, which they undermin’d 
at the foundation, and then propp’d it up with 
timbers to fupport the weight. When they 
had finifh’d the work, they fer fire to thofe 
timbers, and fo withdrew: and thofe pillars 
being confum’d, the turret fell to the ground, A notable 
But the king’s troops were aware it feems of Sratagem de- 
this ftratagem, and ran up another wall imme- fated: 
diately, behind the turret, to make the 
place good. ‘This difcovery, upon the fall of 
one of the towers, and when they reckon’d 
their work as good as done too, put the be- 
fiegers into thé greatcft aftonifhment and con~ 
fafion imaginable. But yet, for all this, the 
king’s people in the palace fent to Manahem, 
and the other leaders of the rebellion that 
were with him, for. leave to depart: which 
was prefently granted ;. but only to the king’s 
people, and others of his religion, who forth- 
with went their way. 

Turs put the Romans who ftay’d behind, 
quite out of heart, for they were ncither able 
to deal with fo vaft a number, neither could 
they in honour defcend to treat with rebels; 
befide the hazard of lying at the mercy of 
men, who had neither honour nor faith. In 
this extremity they quitted the camp as not 
defenfible, and betook themfelves to the king’s 
forts; as Hippon, Phafael, and Mariamne. 
Manahem’s people immediately breaking in as 
faft as the foldicrs quitted, killing all they 
could lay theiz hands on, ftripping the places 
of all the furniture, and, in the conclution, 
burning the camp. ‘This action bore date the 
fixth of the month + Gorpicus. oe 


Manahem 
heads the Je- 
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The king’s 
people get 
leave to de- 
part.’ 


* Viz. The holy fire upon thealtar, which criginally defcending from heaven, was to be religioufly preferv’d, 


and not fufer’d ro go out, according to the precept given in Lev. vi. 12, 13. 
The fire fhall ever be burning upon the altar, it fhall never goout.” 


« be burning ‘in it, it fhall not be put our, &e. 
Which the Jews tell us, 


farther information herein may confulr Cuncus de Rep. 
of the fecond Amiterdam edition. 
tice. Auguit. + i.¢. September. 


7P 


never once happened from the times of Mofes, till 
Epiphanes, who amongft other prophanations of the temple, alfo put out this fire. 
Heb. 2. c. 12. and Doughtey’s Analecta facra p. 79, 80, 81, 


s¢ And the fre upon the altar fhall 


till the facking of Jerufalem by Antiochus © 
Whoever hasa mind to haveany 
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The feizure 
and death of 
Manahem. 
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CHA-P. NVUE 
Tis death of Ananias aud Hezekiah. Afznabem, 
a mcan foardalous wretch, ‘fets a for a prince. 
He is affautted ii the temples Tne feistive and 
death of -Afanabein, “The txo parties but two 
factions one agatafe the other. “Adctilius a Ro- 
“man general treats apo” Tevis with Eleazar. 
The agreenutent ratify d upon eath ead articles. 
The barbarous perfidy of Eheasar. * Lhe prologtte 
to the ruin of the Gews. 4 fabiath-day’s exe- 


CLONE. 


N the day following, Ananias the high- 
prieft wastaken up out of onc of the finks 
about the court, where he had hid ‘himfelf, 
and his brother Hezekiah with him ;-and both 
pur to death by fonie of the Sicarii. ‘The fa- 
ction fer ftridt guards alfo about the forts ; in- 
fomuch that none of the foldiers could.make 
their efcapes. Now, what with the ravaging of | 
fo many fortify’d places -and the - death of 
Ananias the high-pricit, -’{anahem was pof'd 
up into fo vain and over-vecaning & conccit of 
himfelt, that he became the moft inhuman and 
infupportable tyrant upon the face of the carth ; 
as if no man living had the fpiric of govern- 
ment but himfelf. ..Thefe outragious info- 
lencies gave cccafion to Eleazar, and tome tew 
of his confidents, to enter into a ditcourfe once 
vith another upon this fabject. “ It is infuf- 
“ ferable, (fays one of them) that any man 
« who has litted up his hand againit the Ro- 
mans in vindication of his liberty, fhould 
betray that liberty again to a private man, 
and truckle to fuch a°maiter too, as even, 
ir he were not unquality’d tor government 
by his cruelty, were yet a feandal to the 
funétion by the very meanncfs of his extra~ 
étion. If there be an abfolute neccflity of 
{etting up one man above all the reft, Mana- 
hem certainly of all men living is not to 
be chofen.” Having form’d this refolution 
theywent together upintothe temple,wherethey 
found Manahem attending his devotions, in the 
pompot a prince, both for his drefs and train, 
in his royal robes, with his armed guards a~ 
bout him. While he was priding himfelf 
there in the oftentation of his glory, fomc of 
Eleazar’s people made a violent affault upon his 
perfon ; which fet the people prefently a 
ftosing him, upon a fancy that all tumults 
wouid ceafe if he were but difpatch’d. His 
guards made a fhew of fome flight reliftancc, 
Fill they faw that the whole multitude were 
acainft him: and then every man fhifted away 
the beft he could. They kill’d as many as they 
could take, and after that hunted the reft out 
of their skulking holes. Some few.got pri- 
vately into Maflada ; as Eleazar the fon of 
Jairus for one, who was Manahem’s near kinf- 
man: who afterwards cxercifed a tyrannical 
government in that place. As for Manahem 
himfelf, he was taken pitifully lurking in a 
place call’d Ophlas ; dragg’d out of his hid- 
in ghole, ‘expos’d, miferably tortur d, and 
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then put to death.: “His deputies and affiftants 
were ferv’d likewife alter the fame manner, and 
amongtt the reft Abfalom, who was the chief 
promoter of the tyranny. - ee 

- Tue people ttruck in all this while with the 
oppofers of Manahem ; fanfying to themfelvcs 


‘(as J have faid already) that this would be 2 


ready way to the working of an accommoda- 


OK AL 


The two Pars 


ties but two 


tion 5’ Whereas ‘that party, in truth, was only factions one 
an anti-faétion to Manahem, that were fetting againtt the o- 
up for themfelves; not fo much defigning to". 


fupprefs‘one tyranny, as to ereét another. “Phe 
multitude were at this time very earneft with 
the commanding men of the faction not to bear 
fo hard: upon the Rosnans, but rather to raife 
the fiege and let themngo; but the more they 
prefs’d it on the one fide, the more’ were they 
againft it on the other.: When Metilius the 
Roman general, and the people about him had 
done all that was to be done for the defence 
of the place, and were now brought to the laft 
extremity, - they offer’d’ to capitulate with 
Eleazar, and to deliver it up with all that was 
in it, upon condition only of quarter for their 
lives. ‘The tcrms were readily accepted, and 
Gorion the fon of Nicodemus, Ananias the fon 
of Saddaca, and Judas the fon of Jonathuas, 
were all three employ’d to ratify the treaty 
upon oath, and fo to fign and feal the articles. 
So foon as the agreement wus confirm’d, and 
the formalities over, Metilius drew off his 
foldiers without any manner of trouble or in- 
terruption, or the leaft fufpicionof any ; fo long 
as the Romans were -under ‘their arms. - But 
when, according to oath and compact,- they 
came to deliver up their {words and thiclds, 
Eleazar’s guards broke in upon them, feiz’d 
them, and barburoufly affaffinated them, with- 
out cither refiftance or fupplication on the Ro- 
mans part, or fo much as any other reproach 
in their mouths than the bare fyllables of oaths 
and articles. Metilius at laft was the only 
man that ecfcap’d with his life, and the only 
man that begg’d it too; which was however 
granted him upon a promife of judaizing, and 
fubmitting to be circumcifed. 

Tuis outrage wasno mortal blow yet to the 
Romans ; for what fignify’d the lofs of fo many 
troops out of the vaft armics they were matters 
of? But it was evidently a prologue to the 
deftruétion of the Jews. For here was in fight 
awar inevitable, on a juft ground too, and a 
city (the principal in the quarrel) fo polluted 
with perfidy and rebellion, thatevenif it fhould 
efcape the vengeance of the Romans, divine ju- 
{tice would mott certainly find it out. Never fo 
mournful, founiverfally fad; and fo defpairing 


Metilius 2 
Roman gene 
ral, treats 
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with Eleazdr, 


The treaty 
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oath and arn- 
cles. 


The barba- 
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‘logue to the 
ruin of the 
Jews. 


aface of things; andthe innocentfoinvolv’din * 


the dread of the common fate, as if they them= 
felves were to be anfwerable for the guilty: 
and the butchery was fo much the more afflict- 
ing and grievous, for being executed ona fab- 
bath-day ; upon which day weare not allow 
to do any work whatfoever, let it be: never fo 
holy. a . 


A fabbath- 


day's execu~ 


action. 
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Tiwenly thonfand Fetwsntaffacred at Cofarea in 


one day... “Blorus* fexids others in chains to the 
wd a dS 4ghh et Y on4 4 a3 ii ae : 

galleys.’ A miferable Pdvage made in’ Syria and 

thepeabouts: The tepiorable fate of Syria. Fews 

againft Jews. ° “Thirtéch s thoufana, Fews ‘put to 

' death ar Scythopolis:~ “Sitron’s exploits? aman 

of force and cotrage. Simo#’s' conféffion: and 

. recaitation. He puts his father, mother, wife 

“and children to death with bis own hand 5 ‘and 

: fiially bimfelf, rather than fibmjt to the enemy. 


‘Twenty 
thoulunds 
Jews mafla- 


OPPON the very fame day and Rour, as di- 

_4§ vine providence woiild have it, ‘there was 
cred at Cefi- a maffacré of the’Jews ar Cefarea, ‘to the num- 
rea, onthe ber of above’ twenty thoufand in one day; in- 
very day and fomuch, that Hot. a féw was'left in thé town : 
Horus fends fpr, Florus pick’d up. thofe ‘few ‘that ‘fied, ‘dnd 
others in dent ‘them in‘ chains to’ ‘the galleys: This 
chains to the butchery made. the whole nation run ‘diftraét- 
BE as ed; ‘Io ‘the Jews divided into’ feveral bodies, 
yock made in 40d difpers’d themfélvés. - They began with 
Syria and © fome villages of Syria,. and then laid waftc fe- 
thereabouts. veral of the bordering cities: as Philadelphia, 
- Gebonitis,’ Geraffa, Pella and Scythopolis. At- 

ter this, they brake in upon Gadara, Hippon, 

and Gaulonitis ; laying fome places in rubbifh, 

and burning others; and’fo they advanced to 

the Tyrian Cedafa, Prolermais, Gaba, and Ce- 

farea. ‘They over-run Sebafte alfo and Aska- 

lon, without any oppofition: and when they 

had reduced thefc plaées to afhes, they deftroy’d 

Anthédon and Gaza} they rifled alfo, and laid 

wafte fevéral villages upon the frontiers, and 

put to déath as:many ofthe men as they could 

catch, ‘The Syrians, “on'thé other hand, made 

their reprifals upon the Jews, not only in the 

_ aft numbers of them that were put to the 

. fword, but the perfecution extended to the 

very inhabitants of their cities. © And they did 

. this: partly | out’ of an inveterate hatred they 
The deplora- bare them, and in part by way of prevention, 


in thé weakening of an enemy.’ ‘The ftate of 
ble ftate of : 5D ; c 
Syria. Syria, was at thistime moft deplorable; for e- 


very city had effeétually two armies in it, and 
no way.to preferve either of them, but by de- 
ftroying the other. The days were {pent ac- 
tually ‘in blood-fhed, ‘ and the vifionary fears 
of worfe, made the nights yet more uneafy. 
The Syrians pretence Was only to remove the 
Jews; but then they were fo divided about 
others, whom they only fufpeéted'to be Jewith, 
that as they thought’ it ‘hard to’ put them to 
death upon a jéaloufy’; fo'they were afraid to 
Ict them alone on the other hand, for fear they 
fhould ‘be Jews. 
Mere avarice "THERE were fome again that, of moderate 
makes people and good-natnr’d men ‘before, were now be- 
a and come hardand cruel, out of mere avarice, and 
‘ _ the hopeof lucre; for they rifled all they kill’d, 
and had the booty’ for their pains, as the re- 
, ward for their virtue ; réputing him the braveft 
man that got moft by-his trade, for robbery 
was call’d vidtory. It was a horrid fpettacle 
to fee the ftreets pefter’d with the dead bodies 
of men, ‘women atid children, that lay there, 
not_ only unbury’d, © but.uncover’d, without 
having fo ‘much as a rag over their nakednefs. 
It was the fame cafe with the reft of the pro- 
vinces too; befidé the dreadful profpeét of 
worfe calamities yetto comé. © °° 
Tur Jews had hitherto made war only up- 


Jews againft > 
on ftrangers, but drawing toward the borders 


Jews. 
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of Scythopolis, they found the very Jews of 

that quarter their enemies : fo much did they 

prefer their intereft and convenience, above ci- 

ther king or country. For the Scythopolitan 

Jews joined with the inhabitants of Scytho- 

polis againft the other Jews. But this agrec~ 

ment Was manag’d with fo much heat, that the 

-very cagernels created a jealoufy of their good: 

faith. ~For what, {aid they, if thefe people 

fhould jointly confpire againft them with the 

other Jews; furprize the.town in the night, 

and then throw allat laft cither upon a revenge 

for their fuffétings, ‘or the neceflity of their 

condition? The citizens upon this occation, 

told the confederate Jews, that if they would 

prove themfelves to be men of integrity and 

juftice towards ftrangers, they fhould withdraw 

for the prefent with their families into a cer- 

tain grove there’at hand. This they did ac- 

cordingly, and for the two next days all was 

quiet at Scythopolis : but upon the third night, 

their ‘fcouts bringing’ them intelligence how 

loofe they lay, fome faft afleep, others care- Thirteen 

lefs, and all off their guard, the men of Scy- thoufind 

thopolis fell upon them in this pofture, cut ae Sodas 

them all off tothe number of thirteen.thou- wopole seve 

fand, and feiz’d the pillage of their camp. ane 
Artex this gencral dccount, I muft not pafé Simon’s ex- 

over the death of one Simon, that perifh’d in pious, 

this barbarous action. He wasthce fon of one eae 

Saul; a perfon of condition,’ and a man fa~ courage. 

mous in his time, as well for the ftrength of 

his body, as for the greatnefs of his mind ; 

both which faculties he had employ’d in the 

favour of the Scythopolitans, andto the wrong~ 

ing of his own country. He did daily execu- 

tions upon feveral of the Jews living near that 

place, and would frequently put whole troops 

to the rout; infomuch, that his fingle perfon 

was almoft equivalent to an army: but in the 

end, a vengeance overtook him anfwerable to 

his crime. For when he faw how the Jews 

were furrounded withthe Scythopolitans, and 

ftuck with arrowsand darts all over the grove, 

Simon drew his fword, and without aflailing 

the enemy (for it would have been to no purpoie 

to have attacked fuch a multitude) he addrefs’d 

himfelf with outcries and exclamations to the 

memof Scythopolis. “¢ How juftly am I punifh’d 

“here, fays he, for the ilis [have done, with 

“ and for purchafing your truft and good will 

‘© the lives of fo many of my {fellow citizens! 

“ ‘Why fhould ftrangers be truer to me than I 

** have been to my friends and country ? But I 

am ‘now to die, and it will not become a 

man of honour to fall by the hand of an 

enemy, but rather to do juftice upon myfelf: 

which will be an end and a punifhment wor- 

thy of me, and agrecable to the reputation 

of a Kero; that isto fay, I will not put ic 

into the power of an encmy to glory in my 

*¢ ruin, and to triumph over me in my cala- 

“¢ mity.” Upon the {peaking of thefe words, 

he took a view of his wife, his children, his He puts hia 

ancient parents, and his whole family that were pause Ate 

then about him, with bothtendernefs and rage and childres 

in his cyes. 


Simon's con~ 
feffion and 
recantation, 
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While he was thus’ gazing as in to death with 
fufpence, he took his father by the hair, fet his hisown hand. 
foot upon him, and fo ran him through. His 
mother’s turn was next, andhe kill’d her too; 
who feem’d willing enough to receive the 
ftroke. After the father and the mother, he 
did execution likewife upon his wife, and his 


fons; who appear’d rather to meet the HROn 
than 
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HIS maffacre at Scythopolis was fol- 

low’d with feveral in other places after 
Several other that example: two thoufand five hundred in 
raflac:es of Askalon; two thoufand in Prolemais; a great 
number of the Jess put to death at Tyre, and 
more ty’d in chains: in Hippon and Gadara 
they cur off all that were ftirring and active, 
imprifoning the reit: and at this rate they were 
dealt with elfewherc, in proportion as they 
were hated or fear’d. But in Antioch, Sidon 
and Apamia, they were fafe and quiet in the 
enjoyment of their lives and liberties: whe- 
ther ic was-that they were not itrong enough 
to be dangerous, or out of compaffion toa peo- 
ple that did not feem to have any defign upon 
the ftate, which feems to have been the morc 
probable opinion of the two. As tor the Ge- 
rafenes, they fufter’d the Jews that had a mind 
to ftay with them, without any moleftation 5 
and thofe who chofe rather to depart, they 
gave them a fafe conduct to their own bord- 
ers. 

Trere fell out at the fame time a very un- 
happy bufincfs for the Jews in the kingdom of 
‘Pr" ... Agrippa. This prince having occafion to AS 
ey, at Ceftius Gallus a vifit at Antioch, Icit one Va- 
Ies.es Var.s ras, a friend of his and a kinfman of king So- 

paty. hemus’s, to adminifter in hisabfence. At that 
a= time, the province of Batanca fent feventy of 
J qo folie the beft men they had, for wifdom and quality, 
wraga: to defire the favour of a garifon ; to the end 
ae that, in cafe of any commotion or tumult, they 
im ee might be in condition to fupprefs ic. Varus 
ea y, prefently fends out a party of the king’s troops 
“ to cut them all off upon the way. This he 
had the confidence todo, not only without the 
privicy of king Agrippa, but much againft his 
liking. Ic was his extreme avarice, that tran- 
{portcd him to this impious outrage upon his 
countrymen: and after fo flagitious a begin- 
ning, he ftopp’d ac no manner of tyranny or 
iniquity, but went on abuling his power in c- 
very thing he did. When Agrippa came to 
undenfland, anc to conlider the bavock Varus 
adit te had made he wastocth, tor Sohemus’s fake, to 
Penta. ey. puthimcodeuth, but however remoy’d him {m- 
went mediatcly from his government. 


the Jews. 
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than to avoid ie 3 and by thar means they pre- ‘Tue rebels inthe mean while, got poflef- The rebels 
sented the enemy. But when he had put all] Sion of the cattle of Cypros, upon the fronricrs ™ke them- 
his kindred to death, he heap’d them onc up- |} of Jericho 5 pur the garifon to the fword, and, ves mallets 

Ard @idly on another; and then advancing himiclt _up-| demolith’d the place. At the fame time-dno- The Romans 
himtelt. ton their bodies, he ftretch’d out his right] ther great body of Jews treated with the Ro- deliver up 
Gs hand for all the people to take notice of it; { mans in Macherus to deliver up the garrifon; Machcrus to 
cue and fo plunged the fword into his own bow- | who chuting rather to part with it by agree- the Jews. 
; els. This young man, for the force of his] ment, than ftay to be beaten out of it, render’d 
body and the Grmacis of his mind, deferves upon compofition. 
to be remember’d with compatlion: but whc- 
ever contiders his fidelity . eC te 
his unnatural inhumanity to his own brethren, ‘ 
cannot but confefs, that in the end he was re- CH A P. XXL 
warded according to his works. The Fews much in favour pee with Ale- 
xander the Great, and no lefs afterwards with 
O_O OWOUO the Cefars. A defperate tumult in Alexandria 
s betwixt the Fews andthe Greeks; andthey had 
CHAP. XX. laid all in fee if Tiberius had not coinpafed 
Severad other maffacres of the Fews. -dgrippa it. Tiberius turns his army loofe upon them, 
akes a journey to Aatioch, and leaves Varus with a commiffion to kill, burn, and pillage at 
his deputy. Batanea fends feventy deputies to| pleafure, _ Fifty thoufand Fews kill’d upon the 
felcit for a garifon, Varus cuts them all off place, and the reft beg their lives. The impla~ 
upos toe way. Agrippa removes him from his cable rage of the Alexandvians. 
gaveranent. The rebels make themfefves ma~ ; 
fiers of Cypres. The Romans deliver up ALi- HE natives of Alexandria bore a mortal 
ckerus to the Jews. antipathy to the Jews: there, from the | 
days of Alexander the Great 3, whoin acknow~ pee 


ledgment of the fervices they”had done him a~ your former- 

gainft the Egyptians, made them free of the ly with 

city ; granting them all manner of privileges Alexander 

in common with the Greeks themfélves: and the Great. 

thofe privileges were continu’d to them by 

Alexander’s fucceflors, and a peculiar quarter 

affign’d them apart to themfelves; where they 

liv’d ina manner fequefter’d from the conver- 

fation of other people: being likewife entitled 

to the honour of calling themfelves Macedo- 

nians. When Egypt came afterward to fall and no leg 

into the hands of the Romans, the Jews had afterward 

their old privileges fill continu’d by Cefarand with the Ce- 

his fucceffors ; but the Tews and the Grecks Sa when 
e ie : gypt fell 

were perpetually clafhing; and though they into ‘the 

fuffer’d juftice on both fides for their mifde- hands of the 

meanours, all this had no other cffect yet than Romans. 

to inflame the fedition. 

Tuincs were now at this time in extrem: 
diforder and confufion every where ; but no- 
thing yet to what they were at Alexandria. 
The Greeks being met in an aflembly, about 
an embafly to Nero, upon fome extraordinary 
occalion, there came rufhing into the amphi- 
theatre a mixed croud of Jews and Grecks. 
Vhe Greeks fet up an outcry that the Jews 
were enemics and {pies; and in che fame in- 
ftant leapt at them in a rage, and fell upon 
them. hey took threcof the company, and 
the reft gotaway; but thofe three they drage’d 
along, with a delign to burn them alive, ‘This 
commotion brought in the whole body of the 
Jews to their refcue ; who began with cafting 
itones at them at firft, and, alter chat, chey ran 
with flambcaux inthcir handsup to the amphi~ 
theatre, threatening the whole multitude to 
burn them allto afhes, This they had certain~ ay 0 jad 
ly done, if Tiberius Alexander, the governor jaiy al in 
of the city, had not a little pacify’d the fury. athes, if Ti- 
And he did notefleét this by violent ways nei- berius lat 
ther, but by employing fome of the moft popular Hot brow 
men among themielves, to try if they could Qepree of 
bring them to rcafon by gentle means and per- reafon 
fuafion; advifing them to moderation, and to 
have acarc how they provok’d the Roman 
foldiers: the Jews all the while turning this 
formal gravity into ridicule, and venUnE 

their 


A defperate 
tumult in 
Alexandria 
beewixe the 
Jews and the 
Grecks. 
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, their owecits and reprouches upon Tiberius 
himfeh, . 
Wuen ‘Jibcrius found that this uproar was 


not to be laid without mifchicf, he prefently 


Tiberius 

ruins his Ict loofe upon them two Roman legions that 
army lool6 wore then in the city, and five thoufand Li- 
upon him. > ¥ 


byan foldicrs, that came by providence in that 
With a com- nick of time to plague the mutineers, ‘Fheir 
miflion, t2 orders were not only to kill all oppofers, but 
kill, a tofcizetheir goods alfo; pillage their houfes, 
eine and'then fet fire tothem. ‘The word was no 
‘ fooner given, btit they march’d away toa quar- 
ter of the town that is called Delta: (where 
the Jews were then gotten together in a body) 
and there put their orders in execution to the 
uttermoft extremity. The Jews plac’d their 
beft arm’d men in the front ; who tor a while 
The Jews é dn 
tad. order, they were fcatter’d and cut -to’ pieces ; 
though in the mean time it prov’d’a bloody 
victory. “Death and deftruction, in fine, never 
appear’d info many feveral fhapes: fire, {word, 
pillage, without cither tendernefs for infants, 
or reveretice for gray hairs, or any diftinGtion 
of age’or fex ;' and the whole place.overflow- 
Fifty thou- ing with blood. “There were fifty thoufand 
fund dead up- déad bodies pil’d’up in.a heap; and the reft 
- epee would’ Have under-gone'the fame fate, if their 
hee their ftdrachs“had“ not been’ brought down to beg 
izes. their lives. Hereupon’ ‘Alexander in pity, bid 
thé foldicts hold their hands ; which they did 
at firft:word,” ‘out of the deference they paid 
Theimplaca- ro“order aid ‘difdiplinc. Butthe hatred of the 
_ Bcrage of  Alexandrians was fo implacable, that they had 
andriims, much adoto reftrain them, even frorh infulting 
upon the very carcafes. 
Alexandria. ~ 








CHAP. XXII. 

The vaft power. of the Romans. The country comes 
jn to Ceftits, - upon bis march to Ptolemais - 
. Agrippa joins him. ZLabulon deferted, plander’d 

aad buvat. * Coffins returns to Ptolemais. Two 
thoufand firagglers of the Cyrians cut off by the 
yews, Ceftius removes to Cefarca. Foppa de- 

frroyd, man, wonan and child. ee 


The vat 
power of the 
onrans. 


XESTIUS finding the Jews cvery where pof- 
C fefstd with a'tpirit of rebcllion, madc his 
advantage of it in a vigorous profecution of the 
war.) Ho\dtcw ous his troops, and marched 
for Ptolemais: He took along - with him the 
tweltth legion entire, which he had ac An- 
tioch 5 two thoufand chofen men out of the o- 
ther legions, four wings of horfe, befide the 
king’s. auxiliarics :- that is to fay, two thou- 
fand horfe, and thre thoufand foot of Antio- 
chus's,: arm’d all with bows and arrows 5 a 


thouland horfe, and three thoufand foot of 
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made a ftout refiftance: but upon the firft dif. 


This happen’d at. 


difficulty. 


but’ they were all put to the fword, men, wo- 
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king Agrippa’s ; a body of four thoufand men 

of king Sohemus’s ; a third part horfe, and 

the remainder of them foot, moft of them 

archers. ‘She people came trooping in to Ce- The country 
ftius, out of the cities all the way as he pafs’d comesin to 
to Ptolemais: not fo good foldiers as his own Cettivs upon 
perhaps; but what they wanted iiiconduét and Le * 
expericnce, was fupply’d with zeal to the ms 
caufe, and fpite to the Jews. 

Acrippa aflifted Ceftius both with his troops Agrippa 
and counfel, and fothe gencral march’d awa: joins himwith 
with part of his army to Zabulon, the ftrongeft bis, troops 
city of Galilee, (otherwife called‘ Andron) SR RSH: 
which divides Judea trom Ptolemais. When 
he came up to the place, he found all forts of Zabulon de- 
provifions there in abundance, but not one man f&rted, pil- 
to be feen in the town ; for the people were lag'd and 
all Hed up to the mountains : whereupon Cee Du‘. 
ftius gave his foldiers the pillage of the city. 
The-gencral ftood in admiration at the beauty 
and curiofity of the buildings; which were 
built. much after the manner of Tyre, Sidon 
and Berytus; but notwithftanding this, he 
burnt and raz’d them to the sround. From 

g rom 
thence he over-ran the whole country, de- 
ftroying whatever fell in his way. When he Ceftius rz- 
had laid wafte the territory, and fet all the turns to Pro- 
neighbouring villages ina flame, he Icft them ems. 
in afhes, which done, he returned back again 
to Prolemais. "The Syrians hearts were fo fer 
upon ‘booty, efpécially thofe of Berytus, that 
there was no getting them away ; but a great 
many of their ftragelers ftay'd behind. The Two thor 
Jews took courage upon the retreat ot Ceftius ; es Pee: 
and falling upon the plundcrers by furprize, Sects ee 
cut them off to the number of near two thou- of by the 
fand. . - dew, 
* From Prolemais, Ceftius marched to Cefa- Celtius re-" 





rea, and from thence fent a detachment out of PV ' © 
-his atmy to Joppa, with orders to preferve the 


fare. 


place, if they could quictly gct poffeffion of 


it; butin cafe theinhabitants fhould put them- 


felves in pofture to defend it, cheyfhould then 


‘wait for the bringing up the reft of the army. 


The Romans, in fine, affaulted the place both 
by fea and land, and mafter’d it without much 
Wor the people were fo far from 
attempting to difpate ic by force, that they 


had not room lett fo mvch as for an-efcape ; Joppa de- 


ttroy’d ; many 
: é is woman and 
menand children; maftcs's and fervants, with- child, with- 


out diftinétion; the city plunder’d and burne, our diflin- 
and the number of: the flain coriputed td be action. 
bout cight thoufand and fonr hundyed perfons. 

‘They made the like havock with a body of 

horfe in’the neighbouring toparchy of 4+ Nar- 

batene new | Cefarcas where they laid the 

country wafke, put preat numbers of the inha- 

bitants to the {word, feized their goods and 

eftates, and bury’dchcir cities in ales: 
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the action, prov7d an advantage to them upon 

the execution of theirextravagancies: forthey 

repuls’d the Romans upon the firft charge, 
' diforder’d their front, and made fo furious an 
impreffion into their main body, that if théy 

had not beén fupported by aftand of foot thar 

was yet entire, and a party of horfe that came 
‘in to their fuccour. in the very critical minute, 

Ceftius and his wholearmy had been in danger 
‘of being loft. ‘There fell five hundtéed and c.ginsang 
fifteen of the Roman foldiers in this skirmith: his whole 
four hundred of them ‘horfe, the reft foot. army in dan. 
There ‘were kill’d upon the place. two.and 8*- 
twenty of the Jews. ‘The two cavaliers that 
fignaliz’d themfelves inthis a€tion to the high- 

eft degree, were Monobafus and Cénédeus, 

two kinfmen of Monobazus the king’ of the, 
Adiabenians.. The next in reputation to thefe 

two worthies, were Niger of Perea, and: Silas 
the Babylonian, who went over from king A-’ 
‘gsippa, whom he had formeily ferv’d, into the 
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Cefennias Gallus conmandsin Galilee underCeftitts. 
cpphoris and that neightourkood fide with the 
Romans. The Romans too bard for the frer- 
borters upow even terms. Gallus mioves from 
Galslee to Cefarea 5 and Ceftius with the arity 
to Antipatrés. Lydda burnt and defiroy’d. Ce- 
Atius incamps within fifty furlongs of Ferufalem, 
“The Fews make a furious fally upos the fab- 
Lath-day. | Ceffizs and bis whole army in dan- 
ger. Lhe Jews put to a, retreat. The Ro- 
mans draw tf, and the Fews fall upon their 
ZF, Nog 





















Cefennius ESTIUS fent the twelfth legion alfo 
Gallus com- into Galilee, under the command of Ce-. 
i, in Ga- fennius Gallus, with a conjunction of.as, many 
: other troops as he judg’d fufficient for the fub- 
duing of that province. Sepphoris, which is 
the ftrongeft city they had, open’d their gates |; , whom rme 
to him, and the reft of rhe towns had the pru= |; tereft of thé: Jews. a, 5 
dence to follow their cxample: bat forthemu-[{ _ *#E Jews being now forced to a retreat, re- The Jews put 
tineers and free-booters, they withdrew them- ‘tired back again into the city; while the Ro- he ae 
{elves to the mountain of Afamon, that croffes | Mans drawing off alfo ta Bethoron, were prefs’d gia off, and 
Galilee, and lies juft oppolice to Sepphoris. | upon the rear by Gloras, the fon of Simon; ; 


. cSeest ee z the Jews fall 
Gallus adyanc’d upon them in their own pot; who cut off feveral of them, feiz’d their car- upon their 
but fo long as the vagabond party kept the up-. 





. | tiages and baggage that. they found upon the Fear 
per ground, they were too hard for the Ro- 


mans, and kill’d upward of two hundred. of. 
them upon the cncountcr. But when the Ro- 
The Romans Mans came to take compafs, and by little and. 
t 9 sadfor little ro gain the top of the mountain, and.to 
tis oo deal with them uponeventerms, the fugitives’ 
were prefently routed : for neither were their. 







of 


that fled, to.efcape the purfuir.of the. horfe. 
Some few there were that. fav’d.themfelves by. 
creeping into faftneffes and ‘crags; but there: 
were above two thoufand ‘of ‘them cut to 
ieces. ne Tee OS ie githagod ae 
Giler Gatxus finding by this time that there was 
from Gai: 
ro Cela 
amd Cefiies 
withthe army 
to Antipatris. 
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whole army went to Antipatris. He was there 
given to underftand, that a very confiderable 
body of the Jews was gotten into the towerof 
Aphec, and he fent a party thither to, diflodge 


them. But che Jews not being in condition to |’ 


ttand the’atcack, abandon’d it to the; Romans,, 
who rifted ir, and then fet fire to all the ad- 
joining villages. ; 
ja burt 
deftroy'e. da; 





Lys where he found only fifty menin the city; 


Cefiius ene 
camps within of tabernacles. He put thofe fifty to ,the. 
titty rloPys HYorg, burnt the town, and fo advanced. by 
of Jer falem, 2 1D ch: > ° : 

the way of Bethoron to a certain place, called 
Gabaoh, about fifty * furlongs from Jerufa- 
lem, and there he pitch’d his camp. _ 

Tue Jews finding now that the war was 
brought home to their own door, even to Je- 
rufalem their metropolis, laid alide the ftrict- 
nefs of a feftival, and ftood’ to their arms. 
They reckon’d upon it that they had men c- 
now ; and in that confidence they fally’d out 
oe hefab- Upon the Romans, with hideous clamours, and 
batheday. ina furious confufion, without fcruple or any 
‘The feventh- regard to the fanétionof the feventh-day, (lor 


: ie ete le jc was now their fabbath, which among them 
wiG ANG. 


The Jews. 
make a tart: 
ou, fally ap: 


bability, “Would have fallen, upon them. 


ill-erm’d menable to itand the fhock, nor they. 


© mo more occation for him in Galilee, drew off }. 
his troops to Cefarea,; ‘and Ceftius with rhe 






Cestivs remov’d from Antipatris to, Lyd-.|: 


the reft were gone up to Jerufalem to the featt:|- 


way ;.and carry’d them off to Jerufalem. Ce- 


ftius continu’d three days after this in the ficld, 
for thé. Jews lay watching for his remove, up- 
on the hills that overlogk’d him: and_ if the 
Ronians had but ftiry’d, the ¢nemy, in all pro-. 


ec Cele 
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gee OT BOD AI oe occ 
Agrippa propounds an alliance with the Romans, 
and fends Borcens- and- Phebus to manage the 
-treaty.. The people rife upon it, 36. > Ceftius 
falls upon them, and pirfises them to the walls 
of Serufalent, bringing the whole army up to 
the city, 8c: The Fews-repair to the defenfe 
of the walls. The Romans repuls’d. upon feve~ 
val affaults. An invention to fecurc the pioneers, 
3c. Ceftins quits the fiege, and the rebels fall 
upon his rear. Adreadful blow tothe Romans, 
who.ars.not in condition either to fight ov to flys 
Céftius had been, loft, ‘but that the Gebsaatia 
day-light,.. The Romans fiegl away to Betho« 
von; aud are befet by the, Fews. Cefiins faves 
himfelf ; by a firatagem,. The, Jews prirfite 
them to. Antipatris, ,and-fo give ‘over “the. 


chates |. . 


V ¥.. numbers of Jews there were upon the 
hills and eminent plaers; ‘he could -not.think. 
the very Romans themiclyes altogether fafe 
within reach of fo formidable an enemy. So 
that he refolvedtotry, if there were any good 
to be done upon them by fair words ; ‘flattcring 
himfclf that they might be reafon’d perhaps 
into a bettcr underftanding onc of another: or 
however, if he could not perfeétly reconcile 
them, he might poflibly be able to divide them, 
and abate fomcthing of the rancour of the 
quarrel, Agrippa, in purfuance of this refo- 
lution, fent two of his fricnds and officers, 


ws EN. ee fw. what’ prodigious’ 


is moft religioufly obferv’d.) But the fame | Borceus and Phebus, who were men of known 
rage that made them forget the confcience of | fame and integrity, to offer them a league of 
a A Er a a 
* Bifty furlongs amounted to fix LEnglif: miles and a quarter, and feventy five geometrical paces. 
alliance 
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alliarice with the people of Rome, with an af- 
Agrippa pro- furarice of pardon arid indemnity for all that 
eh was patt, upon ‘condition only of taking up o- 
the Romans, thet thoughts, and laying down arms. ‘The 
He fendsBor- fa€tion, upon ‘thé ‘hearing of this propofal, 
ceus and were fo'defperately afraid of the people’s go- 
Phebus f® ing over to Agrippa, in hopé of this amnctty, 
manage hE shat they tefoly'd’ to take off the’ heads of the 
This makes embafladors. They kill’d Phébus before he could 
the people fo nich as.open his mouth. Borceus was 
agen wounded ‘and got’ off but the multitude were 
Phebus, ana £0 €nrag’d at the bafenefs-of fo wicked an ac- 
the other gets tion, that they fore’ d the mutineers with ftones 
off wounded. and’ cudgéls into, the town. wae 
panes ove see inteftine 
BOE ee ireft..opportanity-in. the world. to-break in 
and purlits . cso the faetion > fo that he advanced ap to 
walls of Je- them with his';whole army; “charg’d and 
rofilem. routed them ; .. following the purfuir up to 
the very wallsof Jerufalem, and then march’d 
Off again to a placé ¢all’d Scopis, “about feven 
* furlongs ftom thé city ; and there. he pitch’d 
his ‘camp; where he lay thrée-whole’, days, 
without attempting any thing upon the place; 
hoping perchance, ‘that, upon fecond:thoughts, 
the people within might come to. themfelves 
dgain. He fent into’the neighbourhood in- 
deéd for corn and neceflaries, and that was all 
Redding. ee ee, 
On the fourth day, being the thirtieth of 
the month + Hypérbereteus, he advanced with 
his whole army in very good order up to the 
city ; where the multirude durft. not fo much 
as ftir for fear ‘of the faction: fiay, and the 
very heads of. the fédition were fo :ftaitled at 
thé ‘Roman’ cotiduét, and difcipline in’ their 
march,. that they therfelves’ quitted the.skirts 
and out-works of thé city, and withdrew into 


Ceftius ad- 
vances with 
his whole 
army up to 
the city. 


And pitches 
his camp near 
the palace. 


and in his paflage forward burnt Ceiiopolis, and 
a@ placé called the Wood-market 3, whence, ad~. 
vancing to thé upper town, hé ‘pitch’d' his 
camp ‘near the palace. Now if he had but, 
pufh’d it-to an affault upon that’ nick of time,’ 
A mortal 
overfight oc-'anid put an end to’ the. war! But ‘Tyrannus and 
fa by ‘Prifcus, two of their generals, arid fevéral o- 
bay, ther gréat officers,’ corrupted with Florus’s 
money, diverted -him, from his .purpofe: and 
this falfeftep prov’d the abfolute ruin of the 
T Jews, and the fource of all the calamtities that. 
he gates Bae : er 
ofr, to afterward befel them. Sees 
Unner thefe circumftances, Ananus 


Ceftius, who TD. SFCUMMANCCS, LAnanUs cle h 
flips his op- of fonathas, and ‘divers of the p) incipal Jews, 


portunity. call’ 


d out, to Ceftits, and offer’d to open him 
cithes, ont pf indygnatign, | or of diffidence, 
that. tht plot wag difcoyerd, ands Ananus with 
his companions forced by ftores from the walls, 
to fly for fanctuary ‘to.their own houfes....- 
The Jewsre- “Tug “Jews :difpers’d 
par upon this ii¢6 dhe turrets, to, tHe defe; 
to the de- Int 0, Eda tur yb, tk Cie 
fence of the 
walls. 


4 


utmptt efforts. ofthe Romans, though; prefa’dd 
With: a. moft impetuous violence.:. On.the fixth 
day,, Ceftius with th 
archers, gavean wh 


wilt to the north-fide of che 
The Romans temple ; but wag § 


E 9 bloc l with f 
So. and {tones from. the porch and ga Icries, that. 
Waitt the Romans were feveral times forc d, not on- 
The Romans -ly to fhrink. and givé way, but in-the end di- 
Invention to 
cover their 
Poncers, 





five, Odtober, 


the WARS of the JEWS. 





divifion’ gave ‘Ceftius the 


fiege. This unexpeétéd departure of Ceftius 


the temiple. Ceftiustook his way by Bezetha; 


how eafily might he have carry’d the place,. 


‘the fon. 
the gates 5, but he delay’d his réfoljitian fo long, : 
themfelyes, ‘upon, this,. 


fer of the, walle, 
which for five days they made gpod againtt the | 


echoiceft of hig. troops and . 


loodily: gallid with ‘thot, 


* Seven furlongs were eight hundred feveuty’flve geomervicil paces, or feven cightlis of a mile. — 
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preétly beaten off. After thefé repulfes; the 
‘Romans at laft bethought themfelves of , this 
iavention, ‘The front clapp’d their bucklers 

clofe to the wall; and fo covering their heads 

and fhoulders with them, one after another, 

they join’d them in order, buckler to buckler, 

till altogether they made up a cover like the 

figare of a tortoife; which being proof againft 

all the enemy’s darts and arrows, the Romans 

Were now at liberty tofap, and work upon the 
foundation of the walls, without any further 
danger: and the next thing they did was to 
attempt the firing of the temple gatés. . ‘This 

‘put the faction into fuch an aftonifhiment, that, 

‘they gaye all for loft; and 4 great many of 

them quitted the town upon it. 'The héneft 

)party were as much clevated on thé oné hand; 

‘as the rebels were caft down on the other; in- 
fomuch, that they called out to open thie gates Another. 
to Ceftius, whom’ they look’d upoti as their grofs miftake: 
friend and preferver, ‘ Thus far ic went; and 

if the penetat had but continued the ‘fiege ne= 

ver fo little a while longer, the town’ had cer- 

tainly been their own; but God inhis juft dif 
pleafure would not fuffer this wicked and 
dreadful war to go Off fo. For Ceftius, with- 

out ever heeding, either the good difpofition 

of the péople in general, or thé defpération of 

the rebels in. the town, by a kind of judicial 
infatuation, dréw off his men all on a fudden, 

even when their hopes were at the faireft ; and Ceftius Quite 
fo, againft all juftice and réafon, quitted tlie the fiege. 

: he it 
put the revolters in fuch heart again, that they *S cart 
féll upon his-rear, and cut of feveral of. hie far npeiehid 
péople ‘both Horfe atid foot. He réftéd that-rear.:* - 
night in a camp that He had fortify’d ata place‘ 
call’d Scopus. “The riéxt day he contig his. 
march, with the enemy’ ftill atthe back of him,. 
as upon.a. purfuit, and” killing” hin’ a great’ 
many’ mea. The Romaris had’ thrown up. a: 
trench’ with  palifadoes on both’ fidesiof thé: =. 
way ; where the Jews withtheir darts.and at». “7 
rows annoy’d the Romans extremely, in theit | | © 
march acrofs the paflage, without any révenge,’ . 
of fo much. as turning their heads to Took ‘the 
enemy in the face.’ ‘This they did,. as not’ be+ 
inig’ in condition to-fecure: their flanks 3 partly 
out of an apprehenfion of their mighty num-= 
bers,. and partly for fear of breaking the order 
of their march, being heavy-arm’d themfelves, 
and the Jews on the other hand light, and-at_ 
liberty for excurfions and furprizes, upon any, 
o¢cafion. Upon the ‘whole matter, it’ was aA dreadful 


terrible _blow to; thé Romans, . and coft ithe ‘blow to the 


‘Romans, 


Jews nothing. “ T'he ways, in fine, were’ co- 
ver’d with dead and wounded bodies upon this 
retreat... Among the flain was Prifcus that comi= 
manded the fixth legion ;  Longinus the tri-’ 
bune,, and Emilius Jucundus majar of the horfe, 
befide common. foldieré in| abundance ; but Ceftius ina 
got at laft, with He lofs of a great part of their eee 
baggage to Gabaoh 3, where they hadencamped “"""* 
Horn eh mee 
“Crsnius was now at his wits end, and'toak ° 
two. days time to,confider what to do nexti.. 
‘Upon, the third day, he found the: numbers of: 
the Jews mightily. encreas’d, and’ the.whole _ 
country up jn.arms, and: ready to fall upon, 
him.’ He was fenfible by this time that his 
délay had not only‘ hinder’d but cindanger’d 
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him; and thatthe longer he ttay’d, the great- 
er {till would be the number of enemics he 
fhould have to deal with. 

Tue general, upon this, order’d the army to 
be forthwith difcharg’d of all encumbrances, 
for the cafe and expedition of the march. The 
mules, affes, and other beafts of burden he 
caus’d to be all kill’d, faving only enough to 
carry arms and machines ; which he thought 
he might have further occafion for; befide the 
mitchief of their being employ’d againft him, 
if they fhould fall into the hands of the ene- 
my. ‘This was the ftate and pofture of the 
army in their advance to Bethoron, and him- 
felt atthe headof them. The Jews gave them 
no manner of interruption, fo long as they 
continued in an open country ; but when they 
came into hollow ways and defilees, they 
charg’d them front and rear to divide them, 
trom the army, and to force them further into 
the valley. The Jewsinthe mean time, from 
the rocks and the crags, pouring down their 
fhort upon the heads of the Romans, While 
the teot was in this miferable diftrefs; and 
confidering which way to turn themfelves, the 
condition of the horfe was much more defpe- 
rate; tor they could neither advance up tothe 
Jews to attack them upon the mountains, nor 
iecure themfelves againft them in the vallics ; 
neither cculd they keep their troops in order 
againit that fhower of arrows that was poured 
down amongthem. ‘To fay nothing of thofe 
that perifh’d by precipiccs ‘and other mifad- 
ventures, They were in fuch a freight, in 
fhert, that they could neither fight nor fly.;. 
and in this defponding extremity, the Romans’ 
had recourfe to all the paffionate extravagances 
cf tears, groans and outcries, that arc ufual 
in fuch cafes ; while the rocks and the vallies 
rung on the other fide with tranfports of en- 
couragement, joy, infolence and triumph. ._-So 
it was, in fine, thar if the Jews had had day- 
” light, the whole army of Ceftius had been to- 

: tally deftroy’d ; but night coming on, the 
- Romans made a fhift to fteal away to Betho- 
> ron; where the Jews immediately fecur’d all 
paffes thereabouts, to cut off Ceftius’s retreat.” 

Wuewn Ceftius found how he was befet, and 
the impoffibilicy of his getting off in the face’ 
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‘shy tagem to affift him in his efcape; that/is to 
* fay, he pofted betwixt three and four hundred 
of his braveft men upon the tops of the houfes, 
.with orders to call out as loud as they could 
bawl, to the watches and the guards, like fo 
many centinels, asif the army were not as yet 
ecamped. While this was a doing, Ceftius 
fhrunk away filently with the reft of his peo- 
ple, and marched about thirty * furlongs rhat 
night. But when the Jews came the next 
morning to find the place quitted, and the 
grofs of the army withdrawn, they fell imme- 
diately upon the four hundred Romans thar 
had betray’d them into that miftake, kill’d e- 
very man of them, and then put themfelves 
upon the purfuit of Ceftius; buat Ceftius having 
gotten a long night’s march before them; and 
lofing no time the next day neither, to get off, 
there was no overtaking them. ‘The foldiers 
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of the enemy, he bethought himfelf of a ftra-]. 
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they dropt all their machines, thcir flings, and 

other inftruaments for battery and attack, by 

the way; which the Jews took up and made 

ufe of afterwards againft the Romans. ‘They, 

follow’d the chafe as far as Antipatris: but The teys | 
finding that they were got out of their reach, purfue them : 
they took care of their engines, ftripp’d the dead, to Antiparris, 
gather’d their booty together, and fo return’d ang cee 
to Jerufalem wich fongs. of triumph in their ee < 
mouths for fo great a victory, with fo very in- 
conliderable a lofs. There were kill’d of the 

Romans, and their auxiliarics } four thoufand 

foot and three hundred cighty horfe. ‘This 

happen’d on thecight day of the month + Dius, 

and in the twelfth year of Nero: 


FECES 
CHA-P. XXV. 

Lhe Fews quit Ferufalem, Ceflius fends Nero 
word of the mifcarriage; and lays the blame 
upon Florus. A confpiracy at Damafcus againf 
the Fews. Tenthoufand of their throats cut in 
one hour. The Fews fettle their officers civil and 
military. © Eleazar ingratiates himfeif with 
the people. Fofephus the hifforian governor of 
both Galilees. _Flis principles and inclinations. 
Fits method and form of goverument. A‘ coun= 
cil of feventy. Lhe defenfible cities to be wall’d ' 
in. Lhe Roman order and difcipline tobe efta- 
blife’d. Fofephus mafter of an army to bis own 


wif, 


“J PON this difafter happening to Ceftius, ‘The Jews 

‘the moft confiderable of the Jews in Je-'quit Jeruti- 

rufalem quid the city “as a fhip finking in a lem ikea | 

ftorm. Coftobarus and Saul, two brothers, ne eee 

and Philip the fon of Jacimus, formerly A- . 

gtippa’s general, ftole away and withdrew to 

Ceftius ; but Antipas their fellow-prifoner in 

the palace, fcorning to fave himfelf' by flight, 

was put to death by the faction. ‘The manner’ 

of it we fhall fhew hereafter. Now Ceftius Ceftius fends 

fent Saul and his companions to Nero in Achaia, Nero word of 

with an account of his misfortunes; but caft- the mifcar- 

ing the blame of the whole mifcarriage upon eae 

Florus. Ceftius took this’ method, in~ hopes apon Florus.' 

thereby of exempting himfelf from blame, and , 

diverting the ftorm upon the other, 

So foon as the news of this defeat’came to 
‘Damafcus, ‘the inhabitants ‘enter’d into a‘con- A confpiraey 
fedcracy to ‘deftroy all the Jews of that' place, at Damafcus | 
:computing with themfelves, that if they“could 2877 the 
but take them together in the baths, or fome se 
other publick place; the defign might be eafily_ 
put in execution. All their fear was, «left 
their wives, ‘who were’ moft of them attach’d- 
to the Jewith'religion, ‘fhould-conie to get no- 
tice of ‘it. ‘ The people, in fine, took their Ten thousand 
opportunity, when the: Jews were at fuch‘a of their 
meeting; the place narrow, ‘and themifelves throats cut in 
without arms; and falling upon them,’.cut the °¢ hour. 
throats of ten thoufand of’ them in one ‘hour, 
without any difficulty. ae eos 
. ‘Tue Jews that had chas’d away Ccftius, 
being by this time come’ back to Jerufalem, 
made it ‘their bufinefs, both. by menaces and’ 
flattcries, to draw over as'many of the Romans 
as they could engage into-their party. Upon 








however fled in fuch hafte and confufion, that \this, they had a meeting in’ the: temple about 


* Thirty furlongs(as has been befo 
five poe paces. : 
tin 


Ruf. five thoufand three hundred feor. 
$ i.¢. November. 


xe obferved) amounted to three Englith miles and ¢ 


bree quarters, and forty 


» nine hundred and eighty horfe. 


the 


Book II. 
"Che Jewsfet- the. election of officers for the government of 
ric their offi the war.,: So.they. declar’d Joicph .thefon of 
ee #8 Gorion, and. Affanus the high~priett,. their go- 
mithtary- vernors in, civil matters, :and.the affairs ofithe 
, city ;, recommending to theircare¢,. in. a:;.more 
efpecial manner, the rebuilding of their,walls. 
As for Eleazar the fon of:'Simon, though. he 
had ‘in his poffeffion a mighty booty that was 
taken from .the Romans, a confidérable fum 
of moncy: from ‘Ceftius, and- a mafs ‘of publick 
treafure to a great value over and above, they. 
did nor think fir yer to confer upon ‘him any 
commiffion at all; looking, upon hini-as a man 
of.an, imperious .and, tyrannical humour, and 
upon his friends and confidents alfo, :rather-as 
guards than companions.. ‘But this did:not. hin- 
lear der :Eleazar however from infinuating himfelf, 
makes him- 
felf popular. teem. of the péople-ziand he fo far wrought up- 
on them by popular arts,.money and: addrefs, 
that thcy thought no man fo well qualify’d for 
a governor as himfelf,."- +‘: Sod 
’“ ‘Tne commanders.that they fent irito Idu- 
mea,. were Jefus the:fon of Sapphas, ‘one of ‘the 
high-priefts, and Eleazar the fon of the: new 
high-prieft; therewithal :commanding Niger, 
the prefent-governor:of that province, to obey 
their orders. This Niger came from beyond 
Jordan,, from whence he was call’d Peraites. . - 
Tey took the fame care likewife elfewhere. 
Asthey.fent Jofeph ‘the fon of Simon to.-Feri- 
cho, Manafles beyond the river, and John the 
Effene to Thamna. And:‘to thefe were added 
Lydda, Joppa, and Emmaus, to be admiinifter’d 
in the form of toparchies. . John the fon of 
Ananias was made governor of Gophnitis and 
Acrabatene, and Jofeph the fon of Matthias, 
governor of both the Galilees; cafting Gama- 
la alfo into his command, the ftrongeft place 
in the whole_country. a. 
' Tuese governors difcharg’d their parts with 
chearfulnefs and prudence, every man accord- 
ing to his commiffion. As for Jofeph, upon 
his coming into Galilee, the firft thing that he 
propofed: to himfelf was to make fure‘of the 
hearts of the people’;: an interceft, which he 
knew, even in cafe of the worft, would attone 
for {m&ll miftakes. He contider’d farther, 
that the certain way. to make great men his 
friends, .was to admit great men into a fhare of 
the government; and that the way then to 
oblige the whole multitude, would be:to em- 
ploy natives and popular.inftruments in popu- 
lar cafes. Now. Jofeph’s method was this: 
he chofe.a council of feventy, out of the el- 
ders, men for prudence and wifdom the . ableft 
of the nation. “To this council of: feventy, -he 
committed the whole government of Galilce, 
under fome few reftrictions. He~ difpos’d. of 
thefe feventy judges, feven into every city, 
with a momeithon to hear and determine .all 
common canfés; in fuch manner and form ashe 
had prefcrib’d; referving to himfelf the judg- 
ment ofcapital canfés, and matters of greater 
importance. ; PE, 
Tur feventy being thus diftributed, and af- 
fairs regulated at home; Jofeph took alfo in- 
to confideration what was to be done tofecure 
them from. abroad.: He made no manner: of 
‘queftion but thar the. Romans would moft cer- 
tainly “break ‘into. Galilee 3 and therefore he 
took care in the firft place, -to wall in all’ the 


Jottph the | 
author of this 
hiftory. 


His princi- 
ples and in- 
clinations. 


His method 

and form of 
government. 
A council of 
feventy. 


defenfible cities; as Jotapata, Berfabee, Scla- 
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“nezaréth,~in the lower Galilee: 


| 615 
mis, Pereccho, Japha and Sigoh, Tarichee The defenfi- _ 
and Tiberias, withthe mountatn'Itabyr. He ble cities to 
fortify’d'-alfo the caves: about the lake of Ge- be wall'd in. 
And. in the 

upper «Galilee, Petra, of the Achabarians; 






‘Seph,:...Jamnich.and. Mero, Seleucia, Soganes 


and, Gamala, in Gaulanitis..;Only the Sep- 
phorites,, being 4--wealthy,..and natotally a 
martial people, had-liberty.to, build theiriowna 


Walls... John the fon.of-Levi, -by Jofeph’s or- 
der, wall’d in Gifchala, too... As to.the:reft of 
‘the caftles,: they were fostify’d byythe..d 
tion and.afliftance of .Jofeph himfelf-.:, 


irece 





AN: 


.. He got upward ofa. hundred: thonfaad.men 


out.of Galilee, and.furnifh’d them. all with 
-old.arms that hé had ‘pick’d: up, here.end.there. 
> ; "He fell to:bethinking himéelf in theynext ‘place 
by little and‘little, into the affections.and ef- 


of the mighty power of ‘Romé,:.and swhat; it 


‘might bei that*made‘the Romans fo‘invincible 5 
afcribing.it in the. conchifion-totheir obedience 
‘to the word. of command and difcipline::: But 


Precept mutt: give way .t6 «tieceffity, .and.in. re- 

gard that:hé had. no-time.at prefent':t; train 

his people up to the latter, he would at leat 

pig lis AMES. them ;to ‘the formier. © And 

no better method ‘could the think of;. than the rats 
Roman way. of multiplying officers; \dividing eee 
and fubdividing offices of command into feve-= difcip!, « *. 
tal fubordinations,! one under another;..and beefabbib’s. 
that was the courfe he took. He had:his‘of-  —- 
ficers;ovet:tens, hundreds and, thoufands;.and.. 

all thefe {ubjcéted ftill to other fuperiors... He 
taught.them the myftery and difcipline of all 

fignals,: the points of war in the voice. of the 
trumpet, to diftinguifh an:alarum, d-charge, a 


retreat, and one founding. from another;. the 


manner.of fighting,: and: the forms. :of battles; 
the. order of bringing off or on, or feconding 
the-weak, or rélieving the weary’d.. He read 
leétures: to. them upon the virtues of fortitude, 
both of body and mind; arming and fortify- 
ing. them:at the fame time, againft both dan+ 
gers andifatigue. ; Invall-his leifons of war, ‘he 
fhill'made uie of. the Roman difcipline, as an 
inftance of authority and example. - He told 
his foldiers farther, that if they would have 
him hope well of them upon the point of: obe- 
dience..in time of: war, they fhould renounce 
all-mannér of. unlawful violence’, and promife 
him beforehand that .they would abftain from 
robberies, fraud, :pilferings and the like; that 
they: would do juitice to all people withont cx~ 
ception, ‘and not reckon any thing as.a gain 
to themfelves, that accrues'from the damage of 
aneighbour. How is it: poflible, fays he, for 
any war.againft confciehce to profper, when it 
is fure to have both.God and man for declared 
enemies! Jofeph went on with his admonitions 
aftér'this maoner; having gotten-bythistime- 
the complement of an army to his‘own wifh. Jofeph’s ar- 
He had fixty thoufand foot, two hundred and my. . 
fifty.‘horfe ; and’befide thefe, four thoufand 
five hundred. mercenaries, which he.:much de- 
pended upon, and fix hundred fele&-men like- 
wife for:the. guard of his perfon. . ‘Thefe men 
were no‘great cHarge to the country ; for all 
but the mercenaries were maintain’d ‘by: ‘the ci- 
ties: who {till as they fent out one half of them 
into the War, ‘employ’d'the other half'to pro-. 
vide: neceflaries ‘for their: fellows; fo that one 
part of them wrought for the other, ‘and thofe 
that were ‘in arms ferv’d for .a@ protection to 


thelrspourveyors. 2. 
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CHAP. XXXVI. 


Fobn of Gifchals, anextravagant impoftor. His 
charatter. He makes Fofeph bis friend, and 
then abufes kis kindnefs. He tampers the rab- 
bie aginff Fofepb. “The honour and juftice of 

- .Fofeph. - A -fcandalous uproar rais’d againft 
hime -- Fofeph fands all trials with a wonder- 
ful prefence of mind.. An artificial infinuation 
of bis to: the Taricheans. Fofipb gains upon 
the multitude. He is bard put to it; but brings 

. iia bee ‘bya wile. The people come about, 
and this difappointment puts Fobu «upon other 

<Eredcberous praGices. ..Silas gives Fo pepe no~ 
tice of this. Fofeph. pofts away to Tiberias, 
Fobn counterfeits ficknefs. Fofcph . fet upon, 
and :efcapes narrowly. His moderation, This 
sreafon fers all people again Fobn, and brings 
Galilee wboliy quer. to ofepk. Fofeph propofes’ 
terms of .accommotation.. The conditions ac- 
cepted and executed. . Secret: plots and praéices 
carried on againft Fofepb.. Seppbhoris, Gamala, 
Gifchala, and Trberias go over to the enemy, 


W HILE Jofeph -was in the courfe of his 
* adminiftration in Galilee, (as you have 

heard) there ftarred up an extravagant kind of 
Joona of Git-impoftor. He came out of Gifchala, the fon 
thalaanex- of one Levi, and hisnamic John: a fellow falfe 
and cratty to the higheft degree, and fo poor 
formerly, that he had not wherewithal to- be 
fo wicked as he had a‘mindtobe; never with- 
out a lic in-his mouth, ‘and he was as good-at 
bcheving falfe ftories as at {preading of them. 
Frand pafs’d fora virtue with him,and he would 
cozen his beft triendstochufe, He wasa great 
pretender to good nature, and moft unmerci- 
tully bloody, where there was any thing to be 
gotten by it. His ambition had no-bounds, 
and the foundation of his hopes was laid in his 
crimes, He was fonaturally addicted to thie- 
very, that he taught himfelf the trade: for he 
began fingle, and fowenton, gathering com- 
panions by degrees one after another, till he 
came at laft'to a train of four hundred men; 
in which number there was neither a coward, 


travagant im- 
potter. 
Pils charaG@er 


nor a'man that did not underftand the ufe of 


his arms ; fo fcrupuloufly careful he was of his 
choice, both for body and mind. The great- 
eft part of his troop was drawn out of the bor- 
ders and villages of the Tyrians, With this 
body of men he laid Galilee wafte, and puta 
gtcat many of thofe to the fword that had 
withdrawn upon the apprehenfion of a war. 
He had far greater things yet in his thought, 
and nothing hinder’d him but want of money, 
from putting himfelf at the head of a torm’d 
army. 

Wuew he found that Jofeph had a good o- 
pinion of him for aman of induftry and buli- 
nefs, he employ’d his credit with him, in get- 
ting him to committhe rebuilding of the walls 
of Gifchala to his care: upon which account 
he drew ‘large fums of moncy in contributions, 
from men ot fubftance and cftate. And then 
he had another invention, which was in truth 
his mafter-piece. He got an order from Jo- 
{eph to all eles Syria, forbidding them 
exprefly to fend any oil out into the bordering 
neighbourhood, but of the compofition of their 
own nation. Upon this prohibition, John cn- 
grofs’d the oil, and fold it again at cight 
times the value it coft him. Now this being a 
plentiful year, and Galilee agreat oil country, 


ifemukes fo- 
feph his 
friend, an 
abales his fa- 
vour, 


A monopoly 
of oil. 
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the monopoly of getting it to himfelf and 
fending fo much of it abroad, where there was 
great fearcity of it; brought an incredible 
tum of money into his coffers; which treafure 
he converted afterwards. to the mifchief of his 
bencfaétor. And then, computing within him- 
felf how fair he ftood for next governor, in 
cafe Jofeph fhould' come to be remov’d, he 
gaye it in charge to the ruffians under his com- He tampers 
mand, to harras and teize the inhabitants ftil] the rabble a. 
more and more; which would either exafperate Sn Jofeph. 
the pcople into practices: upon his -petion, if 
he offer’d to controul them; or elle: expofe 
him to accufations.and complaints, if! he-let 
them alone, For an introduction to his defign, 
he had -already fpread.a report, that Jofeph 
was in a plot to betray the province to the Ro- 
mans; with a great many more malicious and 
mifchievous falfitics that:he had muftéred up, 
toward the inHaming of the rabble againt 
Jofeph.": - a otis 

THERE was at that time a parcel of young 
men of Dabarith, that kept guard in the grear 
plain;:and as Ptolemy (king Agrippa’s, and 
quecn Berenice’s fteward) was travelling that 
way, thefe men fet-upon him, took away all 
his boxes and baggage, to a great value, in 
richrobes and filver plate, and fix hundred pie- 
ces of gold. This was a prize not to be -con- 
ceal’d, fo that they carry’d the purchafe, whole 
as it was, to Jofeph at Tarichee; who check’d The honour 
them for ithe violence they had offer’d to-the and juftice of 
king’s people; and order’d the booty to be de- Jofeph. 
pofited iin the charge of one Encas, an eminent 
man in the city, ready to be reitor’d upon de- 
mand. ‘ This punétilio of honour and juftice 
had like to have coft Jofephhis life: for when 
the pillagers came to underftand that they were 
like to have no fharc in the prey themfelves ; 
and taking it for granted withal, that Jofeph 
referv’d it entire for the king’s ufe, (as in truth 
he did) they ran raging. up and down through 
all the neighbouring cities and villages, from 
place to place, with clamous and. exclama- 
tions, that Jofcph had betray’d them. . This 
outcry raifed fuch anuproar, that by day-light 
next morning, there wasa_ multitude of an 
hundred thoufand people afiembled together, a gandalous 
at the Circus at ‘Tarichce, raging and raving uproar rais'd 
againft Jofeph; fome to have him depos’d or aguint him, 
fton’d, others to have him burnt asa traytor ; 
John, and Jefus the fonot Sapphas, who were 
at that time magiftrates of Tiberias, all this 
while encouraging the tumult. Jofeph’s friends 
and guards were in fuch a fright, upon this 
monftrous fury and concourfe of people, that 
they all abandon’d him but four perfons. He fenh aban. 
was at that time faft afleep, and as they were eae 
juft a fetting fire to the houfe, his four triends tnt four per- 
awak’dhim. qeteph was ftill prefent to him- fons ftick to 
{elf through all this hurry, and not one jot fur him h land 
priz’d, cither at the number of his encmics, or el aan 
at the defertion of his friends; but. trankly a wonderfot 
prefented himfelfto the view of the people, in prefence of 
rags and afhes, his hands behind him, and his ™ind. 
{word about his neck. ‘This generous con~ 
ftancy moved his friends,;and efpecially thofe. 
of Tarichec, to the highett degree of tender- 
nefs and compaffion ; ‘but the brutifh multitude 
and theborderers, that: thought themfelves o. 
ver-tax’d,ply’d him with curfes and reproachey’ 
for his treachery and oppreffion 3 and calling 
upon him over and over to reftore the money, 
and confefs the fact. They gathered, in fee 
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An artificial .“¢ ‘advantage to'your prejudice. “But, fays' he 
inlinuation toté’ tthe Taritheans,, confideriig how:naked| 
the fartche- “«€ -vour-city looks -without walls, and’ how lit-| 


ahs, 


Jofeph gains" Witt Jofeph foutid that hé’ 


upon the... multitude on his fide (ag these were near'forty' 


multitude. 


Jofeph hard 


put to ie, 


And brings 


himfel€ oft b 


wile. 


- 





from his behaviour, ‘that he was now in a dif-|  ‘fhall'command'me, if you will but fend any 
potition to tell the truth’; and by fo doing, in|“, body to me, that we’ may difcourfe . che 
a fair way to acquire both pardon and pity.:| “’ bufine{s cooly together.” Uponthis propo- 
Under thefe circtmftances, he could not do! fal) {ome of ‘the‘chief- magiftrates ‘repair’d to 


Ti2e) 


better, he thought, ‘than’ to‘divide*his ene=i| ‘Jofeph’; where they were-prefently taken intd 
mics, and fet them’at variance-one with ano-| the houfe’; the doors fliut'after them, and focar- 
‘ther. ‘With this*defign in his head, he pro-|| "d into a remote ‘quarter 5 - where: they were 


‘mis’d- them a frdik‘confeffion’’ of the ‘whole: isou With ‘rods; “till their very ribs and~guté “ “- PEt 2 


matter? fo they‘gave'him‘the-hearing, and! Merelfecn.: ' 'The-rabble thought thé'tine long °°? 7°, 
e.faid was to this effec, “« It never|ltiough; to wait’all this while: at'the-door for ness 


“could enter into my thought, “fays he, ci=1| thé iffue of the debate’; imputing the delay td 
“ ther to deliver: up this treafure to Agrippa,|| fome ‘difficultics.“in the ‘cafe: When@all on: 4 
‘©. or to make any benefit of it to myfelf... No;!| faddeti, ‘the doors‘ wei ¢ throwh opdit!“and ‘the 
“HO; good people’;: far be it from me to court'| ‘comimiffioners difmifs'dall bloody sthey:were’, 
“the frieridfhip tof any’ prince that~is” our| which ‘flruck--the people swith Ween 28 terrok, 
“enemy, ‘of to propound ‘thé reaping ‘of any | that, thofe that: wérehigheft “in thei nienaces . .... s 
| before, were ithe firlt’'now to: catt own their rahi. 
‘aimis, ‘and fhife for themfelvese"" “OF 

,) fers” difappointment’ went’ {4's thEHeart pais ditin- 
‘of ‘Jokn, “that. itexafperated “hid crv yp adding volataiete 
CJofcph fill more: and’more,. ‘aridpufhim'ap- puts John 
on otic: pradtices: “16 counterfeited imfelk "Ronosher 
fee aad defired ofoteph’s: leave €6'ndke' ule practices, 
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mony digcte? 


a: 








“tle able you yourfelves are’to rebuild them ;| 
‘* and then confidérin®’ again, how the people! 
®¢ of Tiberias and feveral other cities have’ fet; 
“© their hearts. upon this. prize, I thought I| 
“Could not do better than to referve it for the} 
< faifing .of your walls. “If you! are of the 
“¢ faine mind,’ You are bound in honoiis to ju-: 
“fity pe in’What T have done! but if other 
& wife,’ I am ready toJay all that I have taken|| ‘fot et 

€ at your fect, to be difpos’d of at your; plea=|| ‘chery. from: him that way-""He Was 18 fodper 
SOL 39 TP Gann’ : vey Matbod «2 PACT AR eb Sol oe ope a ‘oes heated einhse¢ 
“6 fure.”?., PM er pk ke : | potlers'a of the advahtages he: dehird 2 but 


2 


of “the ‘hot ‘watets'“at’‘Pibetias' Yor 'RMIReal ch. 
Pepi spon this,’gavé: him recorhtiefidatory 
lets #6 ‘the governdts of the ‘citys Hse they 
‘Woilld ‘be aififtant“tw him in what he Wanted 
Hot entertainihg’ the léatt Tulpicion'of-ally'ttea~ 


On 


” 
















“Te Tarichéans: were highly’ pleased Within‘two' days'lie was tamperit gwrh fome; 
‘what ‘he faid : ‘the Tiberians as mach,the'con- | 2Rd "Corrupting othiers*-witly money? Gund “fair 


their calumniés,’ me-| 
néfle asd aig Fa8s Toh Ge. 
2 informuch, “that ‘their 


tas Ged Bee a 





“trary 5":as appear 
Piates, and reproaches + : 
wage atid: animolity was now fiercer, that ever. | 
‘For in thé heat.of this divifioni, ‘the people ler 
fall ‘their joint-quarrel againft Joféph 5” While 
the two" parties” enter’d shto a3, hota Conrett! 
~ te = wt wele et Bee ae OE 


‘the'otie with the other. 


Wolds to! abandon’ Jofeph.:!!' Fis Ypraticé 
i eee te ee ed i Oe ee ee On asain 
etilitig 6 Sitas’s cat; ~ who ‘Had at‘ that time . 





‘die chatee of the'tity;He fent‘advite Sf itithe gis oye. 
7 diate ¥y to JofephY who, upon the-Vvery iit wee suede 
Hatt of Yeceiving the letter:(thogh4hié inthe tice of this. 
ASHE) haften’d away fof ‘Tiberias, and 'gérthit Jofph pofts 
‘thet cariy the next’ mornings ali eit’ pepe Fee pay to Ti- 
etiving' Him ‘with’ great'deterence’and repeat, : 
fave'ohly John,’ who fefpected the niattérs and oly yor." 
thd ‘fa@tion’ which’ He “Rad! debatich’a."*= Byt : ah : 












I 





Ld plot the! 





Dap fee 
them plainly how much they were’ to‘ blame’;i| Jolin, however {eat. hiny a complimentil! exciife ser he 
‘and that, for his part, he‘was abfolutély for,em-i|by'afiiehd, for ‘not doing himfelt he’ hondur fle het. 


thoufand ‘Taricheans) he. took the liberty to tell | 


. ‘ploying-“the’ ready_mionéy they had, ‘toward '/t6. wait upon hiny}“ Beit at chatucime fick-in 


‘the fortifying of thetéwn. ‘ Leave it tome,:/‘bed, and in no condition ‘to attend shin The 
‘“<¢ fays'he, to take care of the other:citi¢s'tdo, || people of‘ Tiberias Were how draw together 
€ ‘and tofec'that you want nothing toward the'|in the great * place by Jofeph’s ‘order,’ with 
‘charge of the work: if you will but’ follow," an jntent to acquaint them! with’ the -dd wice. he Jofeph fer 
“‘‘my dircétion, agree’ one among artother,,| had receiv’d. ~ John got notice -of ityfapd-fone pet oat 
¢ and take it where it is to be had, without |:a band‘of bravo’s arm‘d to deftroy him; baciin fcapes nar- 
falling foul upon him,that provides. it for | the'inftarit’of their drawing their fwords (beihg rowly. 
‘« you.” This look’d fo fair, that.part ‘of the | planted" ready forthe: execution)” che people 
mutincers, though uneafy cnough, withdrew | gave aThrieck : ‘atid Jofeph taking tho’a aruin, 
‘upon it :,but at the fame time, ‘another party | when their' weapons. were ~jutt at-hisithroar, 
of two thoufand armed mién advanced furioufly | leapt’ dqwn froni 4'ftauding of fix }-cubitéhigh, 
‘toward Jofeph; who prefertly flipt; into the | that he had mounted for his’ harangae, ‘and 
houfe; and made good the paflagd; while the | {o’madé his efcape ‘to “a little: boat upon the 
rioters ftood prefling and micnacing op the out-i lake,’-and only two of his guards: along: witls 
fide of the door. Fofeph was -now ‘put to’ his him, | BE ee Cae a ha nee et 
Y wits once again for another ‘invention,! and. fo “Dae foldiecrs prcfently betook:themfelves to doles mo« 
he went.up itairs tothe top’ of the HOufe, ‘‘and,| their’ arms, to avéhge Gets getceal upon thefé deration. 
thence made'a fign to the ‘people. below for] traitors.” But Jofeph' was fo afraidiof'a civil 
filence : and when the uproar wag a lietle laid, | ‘wat arid the confequendcs of ity “in! the expo- 
he fpake fomewhat' to them to eis peepee fuie'df the city upon‘a private quarrel, ‘char 
“Good people, {ays he, what you’ would he fent 2 meflenget to his people; witha poli- 
have me do.I know not; ' neither is it poffi- | ti¥é ‘command not’ todo any manner! of mif- 
“ ble for us to underftand one ariother ‘in this | chief to’ the traitoys,cbut- what wasof abfolute 
“ confufion of noifes. ‘But this'I‘am fate’ of, | néceffity: to their ‘own/prefervations «wherein 
“that I ain here reddy‘ ‘to do“ whhtever ‘you | they fo low’ théir-orders to a tlttles 1 (9 |: 
* He means a place which confifted of a‘lurge plot of ground, which was appointed, for public exercifes,, fugh pa, 


running, wreftling, horfe-races, &c, = we ee ee catateenmee + 
t Six Jewifh cubits amounted to fomething upwards of three Englifh yards and an half, ee ieee 
wat 
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pheris, Gamala, Gifchala and Tiberias; butSepphoris, 
he was quickly mafter, of. them again without Gamala, Gis 
blood, Faur of the chief. men that ,he had ee : 
taken, bothfor arms and counfel, he fent back over to hes 
to. Jerufalem ;; which tranfported the people-to enemy. 

fo violent arage againfttlem, that if they had 

not made their efcapes in-time, they would have 

been all certainly cut,‘to pieces, as well: they 
themfelvesthacsyere fent,ag thofe that feacthem. 
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SE yo arene Se ee ge 
‘This treaton So foon as the rumour of this treachery came 
turns wl pco- ¢9 be nois’d in the country’, with the manner 
aa of its contrivance, and the author of it, the 
agen ee" neighbourhood = gather’d together, and put 
themfelves upon the march to find out ; john 5 
but he was got into Gifchala, his own country, 
And brings before they could come uptohim. There.was 
Galilee whol- DOE @ City, in Galilee that did not go over, to 
ly over to. Jofeph upon this occafion, and many thoufands 
Jotepl of armed men along with them, who did all 
offer their fervices againtt John, whom they 
upbraided with the title of traytor, and com= | 
mon enemy of mankind 5 undertaking fo deli- 
ver up that. treacherous wretch to the flatnes, 
Joreph pro- with the.city,that protected, him. Jofeph’s | 
poles terms anfwer, was, ‘* That he:was highly fengble of 
Nita oe REGKE kindnefs and good-will, but was how- |. 
& ever for moderate counfels, where thé cafe |: 
‘© would bear it; and chat he had rather fave |" 


“© an enemy by temperance and prudence, than 


| © deftroy him by force... But, fayé Jofeph, 
: _ © Tfhould be well enough content to, fee ¢- 
© very man by name, out, of the feveral citic¢s, 
‘© excepted from pardon, that ever join’d, wit 
‘© John in the rebellion; his goods to be con-" 
* hicated, his houfe burnt, and his’ family 
“ deftroy’d: unlefs he fhould in five days af-: 
ter the publication of: fuch a decree, quit 
the party and intereft of John, and return to | 
his allegiance.” “The heads of the'feveral 
cities were unanimoufly forward in the pro- 
moting of . thefe conditions; a proclamation 
formally publith’d, and all things io purfu-: 
‘Thecendii- ance of it duly executed. This declaration 
o Plas dines brought over three thoufand of the rebels 
severe’ Srom Joba:; who caf themfélves and their 
arms at the feet of Jofeph. * But Joha, with 
the remainder, which were about a thoufand 
Syrian ‘fugitives, betook himfelf co fecret plots 
and practices, when he found he could carry. 
Secret plots his point no farther above board. He had. his. 
as? practices informers’ privately at work up and down in 
carry'd on a- Jerufalem, to calumniate Jofeph for extrava~ 
gain Jofeph. Gant levies, upon a defign to make himfelf ma- 
fter of the place, if he were not reftrained by 
a ftronger power. They that knew any thing 
of the matter gave no heed at all tothe ftory: 
but there was yet an invidious and {piceful 
party, even of the magiftrates themfelves, and 
other principal members of, the town, that fup-- 
ply’d John with moncy towards the maintaining ' 
of a war with Jofeph: nay, they went fo. far: 
as to draw up an aét in rceadinefs, for the re-. 
moval of him from his command, And they 
did not think that cnough neither, but fent a 
detachment of five and twenty hundred arm’d 
men, and four other perfons tamous both for 
law and eloquence : whofe bufinefs was to try 
if they could fupplanc Jofeph in the eredit he 
had with the people; and with order it the could 
get him to come away by fair means, toolter him 
no violence; but in cafe of his retufal, to treat 
him as an enemy. Thefe. commiffioners were 
foazar, alawyer’sfon; Ananias the fon of Sad- 
douc ; Simon and Judas, the tons of Jonathas. 
Josern’s friends gave him a general int 
pene: of a party of foldiera fent toma him: 
ut the enemy’s counfels, were kept o, clofe, 
that they could not inform him with, what de- 
fign ; fo that there was, nq: place tor-a parti~ 
cular precaution. Four citics went imme- 
diately over to the enemy? that isto fay, Sep- 
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ee sevetig neg is° peconer'd by a notable 
ratagein< Fofeph, with only feven anarm’d 
tacn| dis tbee titi. The GG eile vader Bom 
elves and fubmit. Tiberias fends hoftages for 
the peifernaeis of articles.’ The blame of, al... 
_ is Inid.tipon Clitus, and they gall for jiftice upr -- 
on hin. Clitus is fentenc’d to do juflice’ xpon 
_ «hitnfelf, and to.cut off one band: with. the on 
‘ther: cee , a pages aaia 7 San at 
ON, was all this while jn fuch a Acad 
J of Jofeph, that hé durft not fo much as 
a oe ne out of the uae of Gifchala. 
ome few days after this, Tiberias revolted; -.1,..: 
and inviting Agtippa to take poffeffion of. ‘the tears 7 
town, acknowledg’d him for their king.’ "The ‘ 
day béing appointed, Agrippa ‘fail’d” of his 
time; and only fome Roman horfemeii. ap- 
pearing, they fell off from.Jofeph. .. When the 
news of ‘this defertion Caitie to Taricsheg, 
Jofeph; that had fent his troops ont a fotaping, 
was at’ a nonplus what to' do. For hé dur 
not veriture -himfelf alone ‘among the “whole 
v 


a nan 
nan 


body-of ‘the deferters, and ‘he durft not Ray 
in the town neither, , for fear of being. for- 
priz’d By the Ring’s fotdiers 3.. befidés that the 
next day being their fabbath, there Was. f0- 
thing more to be done, |’... ON dieu uae 

Cele had no way now to manage the “Tee Tiberias:res 
volters, but by putting .q trick upon; them, cover'd by a 
and he happen’d upon’a {tratagem. ‘that fuc- a irae, 
ceeded tohiswith: He catifed the gates of Ta." 
richee’ to be all fhut ‘and, guarded, to prevent 
giving any intelligerice to Tiberias of what he 
was doing, Upon this, he order’d all the 
boats in the lake to be gotten together, to the 
number of ‘two. hundred and thirty in the 
whole,, and four mén to évery boat. With 
thefe 'veffels he fer fail-carly in the morning 
for ‘Tiberias; and when he was advane’d with- 
in fuch a diftancé of the town, that they mighr 
cafily difceri the body-of the fleet, withour 
diftinguifhing what meh'‘they had a-board, he 
order’d all his empty vefléls, to come to an an~ 
chor and. ftay behinds, while he himfelf, with Jotph, with 
only feven’of his guards, and thofe ‘unarm’d only’ feven 
too, row'd up.towards the town within fight unarmed 
of the place, The people were at this inftant eae the 
railing,and reviling him from the walls, a ter x 
their'ufual manner; but upon. fightof him un The Tibe- 
der tho Se uma and taking for granted, rians render 
that gll,the hips they {aw were full of {ole themfelves, 
diers,, they prefently caft down, their arnys jna Soran 
fright ;, and with all the aGtiohg and expreflions 
of fubmiffion imaginable, bege’d of him to be 
mercifyl.fo.a milerable city and people. Jor 
{eph pays chem ali the hearing, but with ma+ 
ny a bitter menace and reproach: at the end of 
ic. * What! fays he, are you engag’d ina 
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Tiberias 
fends hottages 
for the per: 
formance of 
articles. 


The people 
lay all the 
blame upon 
Clitus, and 
prefs for ju- 
ftice upon 
him, , 


Clitus does 
juitice upon 
himfelt; an 
cuts off the 
one hand 
with the o- 
ther, accord- 
ing to the 
fentence. 


Il. 

“© war againft the Romans, and at the fame 
“* inftant in a civil War, endeavour the dettruc- 
“ tion of onc another? The very with of your 
* enemies isfallenupon you; and nothing will 
“* ferve ye ncither, but the deftroying of your 
“¢ preferver. Are ye not afham’d to employ 
<¢ your walls to the ruin of him that erected 
“ them for your fecurity and defenfe? but this 
fhall not hinder me yet from paffing over, and 
forgiving all you have done amifs, and ftill 
entertaining a firm and facred friendfhip 
with you; if you fhallonly think fit to fend 
fuch commiffioners as I like, to defire it of 
“© me.” 

Upon this they immediately difpatch’d a- 
way to him ten of the principal men “of the 
town, as their deputies to treat with him ; 
whom ‘Jofeph prefently order’d to be put a- 
board a fifhing-veffel there at hand, and car- 
ry’d a little out of the way. He fent after- 
ward for fifty of the chief fenators, as a fur- 
ther fecurity, for performance of conditions, 
and fo inventing one excufe after another, he 
ftill demanded more and more, till he had got 
the whole fenate into his hands, to the number 
of fix hundred perfons, befides two thoufand 
of the inhabitants; whom as faft as the boats 
fill’d, he ordered to be convey’d to Tarichee, 
andthere keptin cuftody. 

Upown this, the multitude fet up an_ outcry 
againft Clitus; loudly exclaiming againft him, 
as the fole author pat ring-leader of the re- 
volt; defiring Jofeph, in fine, to make him 
exemplary, and to accept of his punifhment 
for fatisfaction. Jofeph was nor for putting 
any man to death ; but however, upon the 
people’s fupplication, he order’d Levi, one of 
the guards, to go and cut off both Clitus’s 
hands. ‘The foldier durft not venture upon the 
execution, among fuch a multitude of hit ene-~ 
mies: which Jofeph took fuch offence at, that 
he was juft about to go afhore, and do it him- 
felf. Citas perceiving this, made his fuit to 
Jofeph to content himfclf with onc of his 
hands. Jofeph granted the requeft, upon con- 
dition, that he himfelf thould cutit off; where- 
upon, Clitus drew out his fword with his right 
hand, and cut off his left: fuch was the awe 
Jofeph had over him. Thus was Tiberias re- 
cover’d, with only Jofeph himfelf, and feven 
foldiers, and a parcel of empty boats, 

Nor many days after this, upon the re- 
volt of Sepphoris, and fome other cities, Jo- 
feph gave his foldiers the pillage of Gifchala 
and Scpphoris: but upon the application of the 
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, berias: Jofeph pfopofing both to chaftife them 
for their infolence, and at the fame time fe- 
gain their affeétions by returning their goods. 








CHAP, XXVIII. 


Galilee at peace, and Serufalem preparing for a 
war é horrible ravages and cruelties of Si= 
won the fon of Gioras. sn fe Ge 


eee 
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Co Was now quiet ; and the Jews Galilee at 
were no fconer at peace one with another, Freee ae 
but they were preparing to embroil themfelves Je" 


in war with the Romans. 
pricft, and the great men in Jerufalem who 
{tood in oppofition to the Romans, haften’d all 
that was poflible the rebuilding of their walls; 
the providing of military inftruments and maz 
chines; weapons of all forts, as darts, arrows, 
and the like: and all hands at work upon war- 
like preparations ; training up the youth alfo 
to the exercife of their arms. All things were 
in ftrange confufion at that time 3 men of fo- 
briety and forefight, with heavinefs of heart, 
could not forbeat weeping at the profpeét of 
imminent calamities. The countenance of 
things was afflicting toany man that wifh’d for 
peace ; and forpublick incendiaries, the worfe 
the better. The city, in fhort, had death and 
defolation -in the very face of it before cver 
the Romans came thither. Ananus was alto- 
gether againft the formality of thefe prepara~ 
tories for a war; in hope to reclaim the mad- 
nefs of the mutincers, call’d in thofe days by 
the name of zelots, and to bring them to rea 
fon : but he mifcarry’d in the attempt, as will 
be feen hereafter. 


preparing for 


Ananus the high- a war. 


Simon the fon of Gioras The horrible 


was at this time at the head of a band of free= tavages and 


booters, that liv’d upon the {poil in the topar- quotes of 
chy of Acrabatane : where they not only plun= fon of Gioras: 


der’d and pillag’d great mens houfes; but fell 
foul upon their bodies too, and treated the 
maftcrs themfelves with blows and baftinadoes. 
At this rate publickly exerciling a bare-fac’d 
tyranny. He went on making this havock, 
till he was forced by the troops of Ananusand 
the magiftrates, to hift for himfelf, with the 
{mall party he had among the thieves of Maf- 
fada ;. and there he continu’d till Ananus and 
fome of. his oiher enemics were cut off. He 
committed fuch outrages at Idumea, and the 
adjacent places, that, for the fecurity of the 
country, the government was oblig’d to gari- 
This was the fate of 


inhabitants, he caufed reftitution to be madc \ aflairs in Judea at that Jancture, 


of all they could difcover, and the like at Ti- 


|. the very villages. 
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Nero's vanity and vftentation.. The diftra&ed fate of the Roman affairs. “‘Nero.gives Vefpafiat the 
Eccerniment of Syria. Vefpafiaws fitnefs for fuch a truft. Vefpafian and Titus advance & mighty 
arny. The defeat. of Ceftius makes the Fews rafo-and bold. They advance towards Afcalon. ’-The 
Lodies engage, and the Jews totally routed. Ten thowfand-kill'd upon.the place, The Fews'nt a 
watch for the Romans.” Eight thoufand Fems more lain upon a fecond overthrow. Niger the ge- 
acral preferu'd by a wonderful providence. Vefpafian haftens away to Ptolemais > andthe’ Seppho~ 
rites ave very friendly to the Romans. im : te" Fe 


. 
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‘perfon that.“Nero could think competent~for | 
ee ees of’ fuch a tilt.’ He, was'‘riow 
‘pretty “well advanced-in’ years,’ and’ had {pent 
‘the whole’ céarfe.af his, Hein’ arms, ‘fram *firtt 
‘to tdft.*“He -was‘the:man'that fetrled the ‘peace 
of the emptte inthe welt,"‘upon ‘the revolt of 
‘the -Gesians,, “Tr was*he hat’finith’d, the’con- 
acft a ee 3.’ Whith before ‘that, ‘was; nei-~ 
re 


HE news of Ceftius’s difafter 
in Judea ftruck Nero with fear 
Wei T bes and confufion; but ‘he look’d 
os JOH big upon it howeverand cover'd 
aren H the faintnefs of his heart with an 
SEDs aficGation of dignity and ‘dif 
dain, ‘This, fayshc, was the fault of my own’ 
‘© officer, noc the braveryof theenemy:” And‘fo 13. whith’before ' 3 
he carry’d icon with-an air of haughtinefs'and | ther'petfeatly fubaa’d, *'nbr known’: and he 
contempt, asifit were not for the honour of the | -prefertted’ omg or i, toa with the-ho~ 






















cmpirc, or of his fovereign ftation above ll o-+| nour of a ‘titimph ‘for it,’ jongh he “had fdken 
ther princes, to be fo much as touch’d with the |"no pains,'’nor been prefent inthe aétion. Now 
common accidents of human life, or the ini-| confidering Vefpafian under all thefe circum- 
quitics of fortune. But after all this oftenta-| ttances; his years, refolution, faith and con- 
tion of an invincible courage, the cares hehad| duét; fo many children as he had, fo many 
in his head betray’d the weaknefs of his mind, | hoftages for his fidelity; and ina vigour of 
by the uncafinefs he was in for want of a gene-| youth to execute their father’s orders: befide 
ral equal to the mighty neceffitics of the em-| the concurrence of God’s fecret providence, 
pire, For the eaft was at this time wavering | with other incidents for the good of the em- 
and falling off; the Jews deep in~a-rebellion | pire. . All this together mov’d Nero to make 
already ; other nations ftaggering, .and‘thecm-| Vefpafian gencral of his forces in Syria. And 
pire all over fick of the fame difeafe. Now| for his further cncouragement, his commiffion 
how to keep the one quiet; reduce the other,| was accompany’d with a great many fair 
and to prevent the ill humour in the third, | words, after the practice of the world, when 
from tainting the whole body? This was the | they have need of aman. Vefpafian had no 
queftion, and the great work'that was now ne- | fooner recciv’d his commiffion from Nero, in 
oy fo be attended. Vefpafian, in fine,} Achaia, but he prefently difpatch’d away his 
was the inftrument pitch’d upon, as the only | fon Titus for Alexandria, co draw off the it 
an 
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fach a teuft, 


Vefpafian and 
Titus draw 
torether a 

mighty aemy: 
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Vhe defeat 
of Ceflius 
wakes the 
jews rafh and 
intolent. 


They ad- 
vance to- 
wards Atca- 
Jon. 


The Bodies 
engage, an 
he yon to- 
tally routed. 
The Jews nor 
a match for 
the Romans. 


and the tenth legions there; while he himfelt 
crofs’d the Heliefpont, and fo took his way 
by land into Syria: where he came to a ren- 
dezvous with all the Roman troops, and the 
auxiliaries that were fent in-by the princes 
‘bordering upon that province. Pea ek 

‘Tue Jews in the meantime, were fo tran- 
fported with the unexpected advantage they 
had got over the Romans under Ceftius, that 
they behav’d themfelves- like fo many mad~ 
men; pufhing on the war beyond all bounds 
of moderation and prudénce. ‘Fhey drew up 


what ftrength they‘were able to make out of. 


the beft troops they had, and with: that body 
marched towards Afcalon; an ancient city, a- 
bour five hundred * and twenty furlongs trom 
‘Jerufalem. ‘The Jews'had ever an averfion to 
thefe people ; and for that reafon, they made 


‘choice of that place for their firft attack. They 
had for their leaders: three famous captains :. 
Niger, of Peraita; Silas, a Babylonian; and. 


John, an Effene ;. men éminent for ftrength of 
body, refolution, ‘and: good government. — 
Ascaton hada wallofa prodigious ftrength, 
if there had but been men cnow to ‘defend it: 
the whole garifon confifting only of one com- 
pany of ‘foot and a troop of horfe, under the 
command of Anthony. The Jews thought it 
jong till they could come. to blows with the 
Romans; and fo made.atoo hafty'march of 
it to fall upon them by furprize: but ‘Anthony 
having intelligence of their approach, without 
being fhock’d cither at their courage or their 
numbers, had:drawn his horfe out of the town 
beforehand, to be in readinefs for the encoun- 
ter. Upon their advance, he received their 
charge with great bravery; and fo put a ftop 
to their progrefs toward the walls of the town. 
Now the Romans, by the advantage of Vete- 
rans againft raw foldiers 5 horfe to foot, order 
to.contufion; troops'well appointed, to pco- 
ple but lightly arm’d ;* ‘counfel and conduét, 
againft rage and paffion ;. and men, in fine, un- 
der difcipline and command, againft a loofe 
head-ftrong multitude: the Romans, I fay, by 
thefe advantages, made no difficulty of put- 
ting the Jews to the rout ; fortheir firft ranks 
were no fooner broken by the Roman horfe, 
but they fled feveral ways; fome toward the 
town, where they were crufh’d to.dcath 
by crouds of thcir own people; and needed 
no worfe encmy ; others fcatter’d all over the 
plain,. with the Roman cavalry at their back, 
and field-room cnough for the horfe to roam 
in. Upon this contufion they were all at 
mercy; fome onc’way, fome another; for 
which way focver they fled, the Romans were 
upon them; overtaking fome, one upon o- 
thers : and fome again they furrounded, and 
difpatch’d with their darts. In this calamitous 
ftate of defperation, their vaft multitudes were 
fo more than fo many’ fingle men; and the 
Romans, at the fame time, flufh’d with victory, 
out of ‘their {mall ‘number, had cnow and to 
{pare. ene ee on the other hand, as they 
were afhamed of having turn’d their backs, fo 
they did all that was poflible toward. the re~ 
covery of their honour ; but thc Romans, in 


the courfe of their fucce(s, without either wea- | ¢ 
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greateft part of the day, kili’d ten thoufand 
of them upon the {pot; two of their generals, 
John and Silas, being of the number ; the reft, 
moft of’ them being wounded, imiade their ef- 
cape with Niger (the only furvivor of the three 
pon to Salis, a towninIdumea. On the 

oman fide there were only fome few wounded: 

Tis was a terrible lofs; but fo far were 
the Jews yet from finking under the burden, 
that on .the contrary, betwixt a” defponding 
forrow, and the thirft of revenge, their fpirits 
were rais’d upon it; infomuch, that inftead of 
a difcouragement‘drawn from the laft defeat, 
they gather’d matter of hope and comfort from 
the remembrance of former fuccefles. ‘This 
confidence drew. after it a fecond overthrow. 
When. they had paus’d a fhort time, fcarce 
long’enough to cure their wounds, the. Jews 
in a-moft Outragious indignation, got together 
all the power they were able to make, ‘andin 
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Texthoufand 
Jews kili’d 
upon the 
place. 


a much greater body attempted Afcalon once’ 


again, under the fame difadvantages of want 
of skill'and difcipline, and with the fame for- 
tune as before ; for they fell at unawares into 
an ambuth of Anthony’s by the way they were 
to pafs; wherc they were befer, charg’d, and 
routed by Anthony’s troops before they could 
put themifelves in order'of battle: they loft cight 
thoufand upor-the place; the reft efcaping with 


their gencral Niget, .who acquitted himfelf 


feveral times upon that .occafion like a great 
captain, and ‘a man of honour. But the erie- 
my clofely’ purfuing them, they were driven 
for fantuary into a ftrong caftle bélonging’ to a 
village call’d Bezedel.” “This caftle was lodk’d 
upon to be impregnable; ‘fo that Anthony, to 
make ‘fhort work of it, fet fire to the fort, ‘a9 
the only way to deftroy the.caftle.and the.ge- 
neral ‘both at once, “Upon this exploit, ‘the 
Romans went their ‘way’ triumphing and ‘re- 


joicing, making no doubt but Nigér was de- 


ftroy’d in the flames. But he, it ieemis, to a- 
void the firc, leap’d down from the top of the 
caftle into‘a deep vault; and as fome of his 
friends were fearching for his body three days 
after, to give it funcral rites, he prefented 
himfelf before them yet living; which tran- 
{ported the Jews, out of an affli¢tion almoft 
inconfolable, into’ the’ moft furprizihg'excéfs 
of joy imaginable, to find fo ncceflary ‘an in- 
firument’of their well-being deliver’d' by fo 
fignal a providence.**. : 

Vespastan being noW comé with his. army 
to Antioch (the capital of Syria) and without 
all difpute, for beauty and fituation, the third 
city in thé Roman empire he found in ‘this 
city king Agrippa, with all his own troops, cx= 
pecting him. He pais’d from thence to Prolemais, 
and there were the inhabitants of Scpphoris, 4 


Eight thou- 
fand Jews 
more flain 
upon a fe- 
cond oyer- 
throw. 


Niger pre- 
ferv’d fy a 
wonderful 

providence. 


town of Galilce, waiting to reccive him. ° 


Thefe were a well afleéted ‘people, but fo welll 
underftanding theit own Intereft too, and ‘the 
formidable power of. Romine, that, ' witHout 
ftaying for’ the comiig of’ Vefpatian, ‘to‘fhew 
their good affeétions 't6 the po veeamens, ‘they 
had by anticipation promis’d and protefted as 
much to’ Ceftius Gallus; receiving a garifon 
from him, and acknowledging him. for. their 
overnor, and binding themfelves to ferve him 


rinefs or intermiffion, purfu’d their vidtory the | chearfully, even againft their own countrymen. ; 


* Five hundred and tweat 
geometrical paces. 


y furlongs amounted to fixty five Englifh, miles and an half, and an hundred and eighty 
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Vefpatian did likewite grant them, at their 
requeft, fuch a body ot horfe and foot for a 
rarifon as might be a fufficient fecurity againft 
incurfions, if the Jews fhould make any fuch 
attempt. Now Scpphoris being both the largeft 
und the ttrongeft city of all Galilee, Vefpafian 
judg’d it a matter of high importance to have 
1t in good hands. 
ee 
EE 

CHAP. ‘i 
ThetwoGalilees, with « defeription of them. Adef~ 
cripti on of Samaria. Ferufalem fiands in the mid- 
dicof Fudea, A divifion or diftribution of judes. 


HERE are two Galilees, known by 
eee the names of the Upper and the Lower 
the ttavion Galilee, which are encompats’d by Phenicia and 
asc deftrip- Syria. They are bounded on the weft by the 
tion of ther. city and territory of Prolemais, and by mount 
Carmel; formerly belonging to the Galileans, 
at prefent co the Tyrians; and next adjoining 
co * Gaba, or the city of the horfemen, fo 
cali’d, from the plantation of Herod’s horfe- 
men that were there fectled, upon their dif- 
miffion. On the fouth, with Samaria and 
Scythopolis, as far as the river Jordan. On 
the caft, with Hippene, Gadaris and Gaulani~ 
tis, together with the borders of the kingdom 
ot Agrippa; and on the north, with Tyre, 
and the frontiers of the Tyrians. 

Tue Lower Galilee ftretcheth length-ways 
from Tiberias to Zabulon, near Prolemais 
on the fea-coatt. Je reaches in breadth from 
Xalocth -on the great plain as far as Berfabe 5 
and there begins the breadth of the Upper Ga 
lilec, and fo goes up to the village of Baca, 
which divides it from the territory of the Sy~ 
rians. And astothe length of it, they reckon 
it from Thella, a yillage near Jordan, to 
Meroth. 

TueEse two provinces are of a large extent, 
and farrounded with neighbouring princes of 
feveral diftin@ nations; whom upon all occa 
fions of controverfy, they have ftill made head 
againft: for, over and above thcir being very 
populous, the inhabitants are bold and war— 
like, and train’d up from children to exercifes 
ofarms; the men neither wanted courage, nor 
the country good ftore of provifions. Their 
lands are fruitful to admiration, and fuch nur- 
ferics of all manner of fruit trecs and plants, 
that it would make any man in love with 
husbandry. The grounds are all over well 
ftock’d with people and cultivated, and not 
one foot that lies idle. There are cities and 
villages in abundance ;_ which muft necds be 
populous in fo plentiful a country; for the 
number of inhabitants is computed tobe above 
fifteen thoufand in the leaft of them. So that 
though Galilee falls fhort of the country be- 
yond Jordan, in the compafs of ground, it is 
yet much fuperior to it in ftrength and value : 
tor over and above the fertility of the foil, e- 





‘The Lower 


* Gr. Tduere. 
= Gr. Sipsvizs. 
+ Gr. Gerara, 
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very {pot of it is fo improv’d, that there’s no 
ground loft: whereas in chat vaft tract of land 
beyond Jordan, the greater part of itis dry 
and barren, and not fo proper for corn, and 
feveral other ncceflaries tor the life and fervice 
of man. Not but that in fome particular 
places, as Perea for onc, the foil is richer, and 
as.well ftored with excellent fruits as any o~ 
ther place; witnefs the vines, olive-trees, 
palm-trees, and other plants that we-find up 
and down in the fields, in great abundance and. 
perfection; and they are all water’d and re- 
trefh’d with torrents from the mountains, and 
with quick-fprings in the exceflive heats. ‘The 
length of this country lies from Macherus to 
Pella; the breadth from Philadelphia to Jor~ 
dan; with Pella on the north, the river Jor~ 
dan on the weft; the land of the Moabites on 
the fonth; and Arabia + Silbonitis, Philadel~ 8 
phene, and + Gcrafa on the caft. Samaria is A defcription 
fituate betwixt Judea and Galilee ; beginning % °48™ 
at a village call’d Ginea, upon the plain, and 
extending tothe toparchy of Acrabatane. The 
country is much of the nature with that of Ju- 
dea; full of mountains and plains ; of an ex~ 
cellent foil, and which plentifally rewards the 
labour of tillage and manure; it abounding 
with great ftore of fruits, both wild and me- 
liorated or domeftick; and though it is na- 
turally dry, yet itis abundantly fupply’d with 
fhowers : befide the beft water in the world; 
incomparable paftures, and milk no where fo 
plentitul. But the fuperlative excellency and 
advantage of thefe two provinces is yer be- 
hind: thatistofay, the incredible number 
of inhabitants. And to conclude, the boun~- 
dary to them both is Anuath, otherwife call’d 
the village of Borceus. 
Tuer fame village bounds Judea likewife 
on the north. And the length of it runs from 
the fouth fide to a village upon the borders of 
Arabia, oe Jardan: the ee from s 
river Jordan to Joppa. Inthe middle of it ,,. 
cds toatl ; which has been call’d, apt~ Aoneier 
ly enough by fome the navel, or the centre of middle of 
the province. Judea, in fine, wants nothing Judea. 
either by fea or land to make it as delicious 
as it is fruitful, having the advantage of fea 
ports all the way to Prolomais. It is divided A divifion or 
into eleven parts; Jerufalem the firft, as the of fades 
fovereign head of all the reft: the other ten , 
are diftributed into as many toparchies ;. Go- 
phna, the fecond, and fo Acrabatane, Tam- 
na, Lydda, Ammaus, Pella, Idumea, Enga- 
di, Herodion and Jericho. The nceigbbour- 
ing countries arc under the jurifdiction of 
Jamnia and Joppe ; as Gamalitis, Gaulanitis, 
Batanea and Trachonitis, are comprized in 
the kingdom of Agrippa, but excepted out.of 
the parts firft before fpoken of. This country. 
is inhabited by the Syrians and the Jews pro- 
mifcuoufly, extends itfelf in breadth from 
mount Libanus and the fources of Jordan, to 
the lake of Tiberias ; and in length, from the 
village of Arphas to Julias. saat 





But fhould be Semechonitis. See Bocharts Hierof. part 1. Lr. c. 6. 


CHAP. 


Book. ELL. 
CHAP, Il. - 
Vefpafian fends Placidus, with velief to the Sep- 
. -phorites. Galilee, at the mercy of fire and 
Sword: Titus comes.up'to Vefpafian at. Ptole~ 
. mais mith a vaft arity. The order and policy 
_ of the Roman difcipliae. ‘Lhe Roman way of 
, ancamping.. The, trumpet gives every man bjs 
orders. . The manner;of. giving the word for a 
- battle. The Roman way. of marching. Theex- 
». tent of the Roman empire. ; 


WRITE have been,as brief upon Judea; with 
‘Y'V_ the boundaries and confincs of, it, as 
the matter would,bear. 


. ue fupplics that Vefpafian fent to the Sep- 


Vefpafian 
ae Eels phorites,, being a thoufand horfe, and fix thou- 
to the Sep- fand foot, under the,command of Placidus the 


horiftes, un- <" Bohs S % 
Bir the com. tribune,.,were diftributed alter the drawing of 


mand of Pla-~ them yp in the: grcat plain, into two divilions, 
cidus. The-horfe continn’d in the camp,-.and the. foot 
were quarter’d within the walls, for the fecu- 
rity ofthe city; but net without ‘making daily 
-excurfions up and. down into the neighbour- 
hood 5; which gave ng {mall uneafinefs to: Jo- 
feph and his companions,,.though they con- 
rinued quict, without attempting any act of 
hoftilicy, either by aflault or furprize.: , befide 
that ‘they pillag’d ‘both city. and country of 
whateyer they could come at, and fell fo fe- 
verely upon the inhabitants at every fally they 
made, that they durft;not fo much as fhew their 
heads any more out oftheir gates... -: 3: 
-Josrpx, for all this, ventur’d to. make a | 
bold attempt upon the,city, in hopes of carry- 

ing his point; but finding to, his coft. that he 

himfelf, before his going off from the Gali- 

leans, had made. the’ place in a-manner im- 
pregnable.againtt himfelf to the Roman pow~ 

er, and that ic was not to be gain’d from the 
Sepphorices cither by force or policy, ‘he let 

fall his enterprize. ‘This practice however 

(out of a.natural averfion the Romans have to 

treachery) made the war ten times fiercer, and 

the enemy much morc outragious than before: 
‘depopulating the.country night and.day with 

fire and {word, pillaging whatever they could 

Jay their hands on, putting all to death with- 

out mercy, where they found refiftance, and 

Galilee at the making flaves of the. reft. Galilee, in fine, 
mercy of fire was all cover’d with fire and blood ; and not 
andfword. 4 {oul but had their part in this calamity, and 
nothing left them to truft to, but the towns 
that Jofeph himfelf had fortify’d.. 
Titus was by this.time come up to Vel- 
pafian at Ptolemais, with the troops he brought 
from Alexandria: and ‘his arrival was much 
mais with a fooner than upon a winter’s march. could have 
vattarmy. een expected. And there he join’d the fif- 
teenth legions which he had brought with him 

r6 the filth and the tenth which: were with 

his father, and were reputed the braveft troops 

of the émpire. ‘They were follow’d alfo.with 

cighireén companics, ‘and. five more tothem out 

-of Cefarea; with one troop of horfe, and five 

troops of Syrian ‘horfe. Ten of thefe cohorts 

had a.thoufand. men cach, and the reft fix 

hundred and thirteen foot, and fix{core horfe, 

befide a very confiderable . enforcement of 


Titus comes 
up to Vefpa- 
fian at Prole- 


auxiliaries from’ the neighbouring princes, as 
Antiochus, Agrippa and- Sohemus;~who “ fent 
their two thoufand foot apiece, anda thoufand 
horfe ; andMalchus, the king of Arabia,five thou- 
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fand horfe. 
up a body of fixty thoufand horfe and toot, 
befide. the train of baggage, and fervants that 
followed the camp; ‘who, for expericncc, 
coutage, military skill and application (forthe 
moft part) were not much inferior to their ma-~ 
fters themfelves. BR ts. cade dhe, of cae 
‘Tue policy and wifdom of the Romans, in. 
this way of ordering their fervants, can Hewes 
be fufficiently admir’d: for it makes them at 
the fame time not only ferviceable’ to private 
families, but to the ‘common-wealth alfo in 
offices of warand governnicnt. Andthen who- 
ever. confiders the excellency of the Roman 
difcipline and conduct, in the matter of ‘mili- 
tary order and execution, -.will find that: for- 
tune. had the.leaft fhare in the fuccefs of their 
arms ;-dnd that they advanced themfelves to 
the command of the. world upon the founda- 
tions of their own honour and virtue. They 
were not ‘then to. learn the art of war, whén 
they came to fall under the neceffiry of ufing 
it: ‘but they. made it their exercife and prac- 
tice.in.times of peace, and handled their.arms 
as naturally as if they had been born. with 
them.:; fo that peace. or war was;. in that re- 
fpeét, :all a cafe to them ;.and they were. ever 
in readinefs, without troubling their heads a- 
bout .times or feafons. ‘Their very trials of 
skill look’d like real combats ; and not.a‘day 
pafs’d,.-but every man went through all his 
exercifes,, which render’d military daty fa- 
miliar tothem. By this means they were.al- 
waysin.order; without feeling the inconveni- 
encies-either of fear or fatigue. Now’for men 
that keep. themfelves upon the guard of this 
habit and difcipline; an.enemy under. lefs re- 
gular. conduét ‘is not.able. to deal. with:them. 
But, as I was a faying, their excrcifes are cf 
feétually but combats, without drawing blood 5 
as their fierceft encounters are but bloody €xer- 
cifes. Lo fecure themfelves frorn furprize, 
upon entring into an enemy’s country, the:firft 
thing they do is to pitch and fortify : their 
camp, not flightly or diforderly, but with a 
regard to the condition of the place : levelling 
the ground where it is uneven, and for ‘the 
figure of it, in the form of a quadrangle,” In 
order to the difpatch and the execution: of all 
this, they have their fmiths, carpenters, pio-~ 
neers, and other workmen for fortifications, 
to attend the army. The inner part of the 
camp isdiftributedinto quarters, or lodgments, 
for. the officers and foldicrs ; and the outfide 
carries the refemblance of a wall, where they 
raife turrets at an.equal diftance on¢ from ano= 
ther: and in the intervals, they have all forts 
of weapons to be.us’d at a diftance, as darts, 
arrows, ftones,:&c. and inftruments or ma- 
chines -alfo for the cafting of them..:.. This 
camp hath four large gates for horfe-and man 
to pafs.and repafs ar pledfure, as there-fhall be 
oceation.. On the infide.of it there are feveral 
fireets orderly difpos’d, with lodgmentsin the 
middle, for the head officers: and: within 
them again, a téntereéted for the general, af- 
ter the form of a little temple: a market- 
place, with fhops and ftandings for artificers 
and -tradefmen 3 
nals, for the hearing of caufes as well military 
4s civil: and, taking it all together, it looks 
like a city of a matter of one night's growth; 
fo wonderful is the difpatch, where there are 
great mafters to direct, and many hands ta 
7 Tt executc, 


Thefé troops all together made - 


The order 
and policy of 
the Roman 
difcipline. 


The Roman 
way of in~ - 
camping. 


courts of juitice and:tribu-_ 
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execute. And if this, in fine, be not enough 
tor the fecurxing of the quarter, ’tis bur run- 
ning a line of circumvallation about it at lait, 
with a trenchof about four * cubits deep, and 
as many over to finifh the work. The foldiers 
have their arms ftill about them, and live in 
a military kind of brotherhood, orderly and 
peaceably ome with another. Upon any occa- 
fion of fetching wood, water, forage, &c. 
they go out in parties: and fo for their times 
of repait, they do not eat now and then fepa- 
rately, when, and as every man pleafes, but 
all rogether ; and the trumpet dircéts them 
when to fleep, when to rife, when to fer the 
watch, &c. So itis, in fine, that they do 
nothing but by rule and command. In the 
morning the foldiers waic upon their captains, 
the captains upon the tribunes, and then both 
captains and tribunes upon the general; irom 
whem they reccive the word or tignal, . and 
fach other @rders to be communicated to their 
fubordinates as the occafion requires: to the 
end that every man may be inttructed in his 
duty, and how to behave himfelf upon action 5 
how ard when to fally out, or to retreat, and 
to do all things in order whatever they do. 
The trarpe: The trumpet tells them when they arc to de- 
gives ¢verY camp; end thentheytake up their tents, pack 
uc" optheir baggage, and prepare to begone. Up- 
Roman on the fecond founding, they load their car- 
or de- riages and their fumpters, and ftand ready to 
move; watching for the word of command, 
as people do for the fign at 2 horfe race when 
to ftarc; andar the fame time {etting fire to the 
camp, which may be cafily repair’d by throw- 
ing up another; befide that the enemy fhall 
make no benefit of itr. Upon the third tound- 
ing, the arrny marches, and all poffible care is 
taken to prevent ftragglers, and to move every 
man in his rank. 

Own the right-hand of the general ftands the 
herald, who with a loud voice puts this quef- 
tion thrice over to the army: Are you ready 
for a battic? The foldicrs in a marttal tone 
and action, return him this anfwer as often 
over: We are ready fora battle. Nay, many 
times thew prevent the very demand, by 
ftretcching forth their right-hands, and other 
figns of joy and fatisfaction, in hope of com- 
ing to that iffue. Atter this, the army ad- 
vances with as much manly gravity and com- 
pofure as ir it were in the face of an enemy. 

Tue footare arm’d with helmets and breaft- 
pilates; two fwords, one oneach fide, and 
that on the left much longer than the other; 
which is about the fize of a dagger. The ge- 
neral’s guards carry javclins and targets,. and 
all the reft pikes and long bucklers, a faw, a 
basket, a pick-ax, a hatchet, a rein, a fcythe, 
a chain, and bread for three days: fo that the 
men carry 7d little lefs burden than the beafts. 
The horfexznen wear long fwords girt to their 
right-fides. They carry 2 launcein their hand, 
a buckler ina fcarf hanging a-crofs the horfe- 
fide, a quiver with three darts or more in it, 
broad-poimted, and about the length ofa fhort 
javelin ; their helmets and corflets like thofe 
of the foot. And forthe cavaliersthat attend 
the perfcn of the general, their arms are the 
very fame with the reft, only being chofen by 
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.follow’d with an anfwerable vigour of execn- 


Book Hi. 
lot, the troop that has the luck to be fo pitch’d 
upon has a right of preeedence. 

Turs is the Roman way of marching and 
encamping, with the various manner of their 
arming. ‘They do nothing in their military 
enterprizes and combats that is rafh and in- 
confiderate ; but their aétions are the refult of 
deliberate counfels: by- which means, cither 
their failings will be fewer, or thofe that 
happen will be more eafily redrefs’d ; for, pro- 
vided that matters. be well-weigh’d and di- 
gefted, they had -rather foffer a difappoint- 
ment by the ill fuccefs of a well grounded en- 
terprize, than become indebted to fortune for’ 
an advantage contrary to reafon. For thefe 
blind events give people an ill habit of aban 
doning all to chance, without any precaution 
or forefight ; whereas men are the wifer and 
the berter-for inftructive examples, though in 
cafes of mifcarriage; befide the comfort of - 
falling with honour anda good confcience; by 
a calamity which human prudence could: not 
prevent. 

‘Tis continual ufe and exercife of arms does 
not only harden and ftrengthen the bodies of 
men, but elevates their very minds alfo into 
refolutions more couragious and firm: befide 
that people are kept in awe under the appre~ 
henfion of penalties and rigour. It is death 
by the martiallaw, for a fAaice, not only to 
defert his ftation or betray his truft, but for 
the very leaft negle& of his duty. Now this 
is a terrible rigour, and yet the officers are 
ftill more inexorable than the laws themfelves; 
for they make amends, they think, in the 
honours and rewards that they confer upon 
men of merit for the cruelty of punifhing cri- 
minals. And fuch is the reverence they have 
for the authority of military order and difci- 
pline, that a Roman army is certainly the moft 
glorious fpectacle under the fun, in atime of 
peace; and in a ftare of war, the moft dread- 
ful: for every individual of the whole army 
moves but as a member of the fame body, and 
at the fame time in fuch 2 harmony of motion, 
as if they were all govern’d by the fame mind. 
Their cars are always open to attend the word 
of command, their eyes watching to receive 
the fignal, andtheir hands ever in readinefs to 
execute the orders of their fuperiors, in‘ con- 
tempt of all difficulties and dangers. When 
they come to the encounter, and that the bat- 
tle is once refolved upon, they never trouble 
their heads with the enemies numbers, or con- 
duét ; the difficulties or dangers of paffes; 
nay, nor with the malice of fortune itfelf; 
but break through all obftacles, and make 
themfelves as good as fure of the vittory be- 
fore they ftrike a ftroke. Now if their coun~ 
fels and deliberations be govern’d altogether 


by political prudence, and found advice, and oe oon 
. of the Ko- 
man empire. 





tion; what wonder is it to fee the Roman em- 
pire miftrefs of the univerfe, and ftretching it- 
{elf as far as the Euphrates on the eaft, the 
ocean on the weft, the fruitful country of 
Africa on the fouth, and the Rhine ‘and 
Danube on the north? And yet, when all is 
faid, the dominion feerns ftill too narrow for 
the great fouls of the poffeffors of it. 
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‘ew 


Placidus 
breaks into 
Gulilee. 


[le affaults 
jotapata. 


Plaicidus is 
beaten off. 


Vefpafian 


marches from © 


Tr is not my purpofe in what I havé here 
deliver’d, to write a panegyrick to the honour 
of the Romans; but rather for the comfort of 
thofe that are overcome, to fhew they have nd 
reafon to be afhamed of their mafters, and to 
divert rafh innovators and malecontents from 
attempting impoffibilities. Befide that this 
difcourfe may ‘perhaps be of fome fervice to 
the curious, in the light ic will give them to- 
ward qa better underftanding of the Roman 
methods of government and difcipline: but I 
fhall return trom whence I digrefs’d. 


CHAP. Iv. 


Placidus breaks into Galilee. He affaults Fota- 
pata, andis beaten offs. 


HILE Vefpafian was with his fon Ti- 
tus at Prolemais, he gave all neceflary 
orders for the fupply and government of the 
army ; and in this interim, Placidys made an 
inroad into Galilee, over-ran the ‘whole coun- 
try, took- prodigious numbers of prifoners, and 
put the greater part of them tothe fword. Now 
thefe were only a timorous faint-hearted fort 
of people; but the morc refolute part of the 
Galileans were obferv’d to take fanétuary ftill 
in cities, and other ftrong holds that Jofeph 
had fortify’d; which when Placidus took no- 
tice of, he refolv’d to fetupon them by affault, 


‘and ‘to begin with Jorapata; which was the 


moft defenfible place they had, making no 
doubt at:all of carrying it upon rhe firft attack 
by furprize, and thereby opening a way tothe 
taking of other places; which would acquire 
him a réputation among the other generals: for 
the-very example of Jotapata, being the ftrong- 
eft and-moft defenfible place in all Galilee, 
would probably draw the remainder after it. 


But Placidus was much miftaken in his con-: 


jecture; for the inhabitants being precaution’d 
of his defign, and that he was already upon. 
his march, went out of the city to encounter 
him; -and falling upon the Romans at una- 
wares, with a confiderable body, and in good 
heart, (their country, wives and children, be- 
ing all at flake) they put them to the rout, 
wounded a great many of his men, but kill’d 
only feven of them, being well-arm’d, and 
making an orderly retreat. Of the Jews there 
were only three flain, and fome few. wounded ; 
for being ill-arm’d, they were fain to content 
themfelves to fight with darts and lances at a 
diftance, without venturing on a clofe engage~ 
ment. -Upon this repulfc, Placidus left the 
place. as 





CH, AUP. ¥. 
Vefpafian marches from Ptolemais into Galilee. 
ide of bis march. Upon Vefpafian’s ad- 
vance, Fofeph's people defert.  fFofeph gives 
over the war, and withdraws to Tiberias. 
7 ES PASIAN, being now refolv'd upon 


Prolemais in- an incurfion into Galilee, leaves Ptole- 


‘to Galilee. 
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mais, abd gives the ariny their marching or- The order of 
ders, according to the inititution of the Ro= bis march. 
man difcipline,; the auxiliaries being light- 
arm’d,- and the archers advancing betore the 
reft,. to keep the enemy at a diftahce; and; by 
{couting out into the woods, and other fui- 
pected paflages; for difcovery of their am- 
bufhes, to prevent furptizes: Thefe were fol- 
low’d with 2 party of Roman Horfe and foot : 
and after them, a detachment of teh mien out 
of every company, with their arms and necef- 
fary provifions for the forming of a cainp. The 
nextin courfe were the pioncers, to level and 
mend the ways; and cut down the trees and 
bufhes that incommoded them in theit march. 
After thefe came the gencral’s baggage; with 
that of his great officers, and a ftong patty of 
horfe for their convoy. Vefpafian himfelf 
marching next, with 4 fele&t body of horfe 
and foot, fome troops of lances; and fix- 
{core of his own.men drawn out of fo many 
grofs {quadrons. The engineers; with their 
machines and inftruments for battery and af- 
fault took their place next, and then follow’d 
the tribunes and other offiects, with a choice 
body of troops about them: Next came the. 
imperial eagle, at the head of all the reft of 
the Roman enfigns, as the prince of the birds 
for authority and: power; anemblem of go- 
vernment, and a good omen of fuccefs in arms. 
After the [facred enfigns follow’d the trum- 
pets, and after the trumpets the’body of the 
army, fix in front, with the proper officers to 
keep them in rank and file, according to'order 
and good difcipline. The fervants of every 
legion march’d along with the infantry, and 
took care of the carriage and baggage. In the 
laft place. were the’ pourveyors, and other mer~’ 
cenaries, for the fervice of the army, under a 
convoy of horfe and foot. 

In this order Vefpafian advanc’dto the fron- 
tiers ‘of Galilee, and-there engamp’d with his 
foldiers about him, earneftly preffing for aétion; 
but partly in confidence that the enemy’s hearts 
would failthem upon the very approach of the 
army, or otherwife, that they might change 
their minds yet before it came to a battle, he 
gave them time to bethink themfelves; and in 
the interim, went in hand with his preparations: 
for a fiege. : 

Tuzs great general was fo far in the right, _ 
that the Jews fell into fuch a confternation Upon Vefpa- 
with dread and terror upon the very report of fian’sadvance. 
his coming, that Jofeph’s people, who were ee ze eee: 
then encamped near Sepphoris, abandon’d their P'© “"™™ 
captain, not only withont a blow ftriking, but Jofeph gives 
without fo much as a fight of the enemy. Jo- over the war, 
feph finding himfelf thus deferted, and out of a with, 
condition to encounter the Romans, the hearts prais f° Ti 
of the Jews quite funk, the greater part of . 
them gone over to the enemy, and the remain- 
der in all appearance ready to follow, ‘he quite 
gave over any farther thought of the war, and 
fo, .cofunlting his own fecurity, with fome fw 
that ftood by him, he withdrew to Tiberias. 
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<3 make a conliderable detence. 


FLAVIUS JOSEPHUS of 


VI. 
affawit. The Romans 
Jofiph puts it to the 
cekether to fight or 


CHAP. 

Tipafian takes Gadara by 
put all to the fewer, 
cones of Ferufaleiz, 


fred. 


‘HIE firit place that Vefpafian attack’d, 
was Gadara; and he carry’d It, without 

any difficulty, there being no men in it CO 
{ The Romans, 
upon forcing the town, put all to death with- 
out diitinéticn, betwixt hatred to. the- Jews, 
and revenge ior the overthrow of Ccitius. 
They fer fire not only to the city itfelt, but 
to the little towns and villages aboutit-: lay- 
ing them utterly waite, and making the inha- 
bisants flaves. : ‘ 
Josgpn’s retiring for fanCtuary put the Ti- 
berians all to their wit’s end, to conlider, that 
ir the cafe had not been defperate, he would 
never haye fled for it. . Nor were they mi- 
fisken in their opinion; fer Jofeph was by 
this time fenfible of the hopelefs ttate of the 
War, and that the Jews had no way in the 
world to fave themfelves but by -fubmiffion and 
repentance. As for his own part, he made no 
doubt of obtaining fair quarter from.the Ro- 
mans if he fhould defire it: but rather than 
betray his country and his truft, he would fut- 
fer a thoufand deaths, without endeavouring 
to make a particular friend ot a publick ene- 
mv. Upon this he wrote to the principal and 
leading men of Jerufalem, a naked ftate of the 
cafe; without making the Romans either 
greater or lefs than in truth they were, for fear 
of puffing them up into infolence upon the Jews 
for cowardice one way, or provoking the 
Jews to be rath and inconfiderate in the often- 
tation ef their power, inanother. Jofeph,. in 
fine, remitted the matrer to the council to con- 


“ fiderof ; defiring them eitherto fend him word 


immediately, if they had a mind to treat ; or, 


: it they were refolv’d to profecute the war, 


that they would be pleafed without delay to 
fend him an army able to give battle to the 
Remans. This was Jofeph’sletter, which he 
fent torthwith by an exprefs to Jerufalem. 








CHAP. VII. 

ee flips axay out of Titerias inté Fotapata 

dejevter gives Vefpafian notice of it, aud that 
Gekph was in atrap. Lhe fiege of Fotapata. 
wi deperate fight all day till night parts thenz. 
A combat cf five days facceffreely. The fetua- 
ticn of Getapata. VWefpafian plies the fiege with 
ail pifitle vigour, The manner of the attack 
aud defenfe.  Fofepk’s invention to keep off 
ficues cad fre. The Roitaus uader a great dif- 


point ince, 


Ne 


OTAPATA was generally look’d upon 

as the ftrongeft placc in all Galilee; and 
Vefpafien taking notice of itr, and finding how 
the Jewsin allcheir dificultics fied thither for 
fanétuarv, ke refolved the next thing he didto 
attempt the place; and fo fent horfe, foor, and 
pioncers,acrofs the mountains to clear the ways 








which were at that time craggy, and extreme 
dificult even for foot ; but tor horfe utterly 
impaffable. Thefe pioneers, in four days, cut 
out a pallage for the whole army to march 
without any trouble. 

On the fifth day, being the twenty firft 
of the month * Artemifius, Jofeph flipt out of 
Tiberias, and convcy’d himielf into Jotapata: 
which, in fome meature, reviv’d the fpirits of 
the Jews. Acertain deferter prefently carry’d 
away the news to Vefpatian of Jofeph’s being 
come into the town; advifing him by all 
means to make hafte and fallon; for Jofeph 
was now in a trap, andif he were but once fc- 
cured, the war with the Jews would quickly 
beat anend. Vefpafian was fo tranfported at 
the tidings, that he look’d upon it as an im- 
mediate providence from heaven, fo. far to 
blind and infatuate the moft confidcrable ene- 
my they had, as toinveigle him into the noofe 
of a voluntary bondage. Vefpafian, upon this, 
detach’d Placidus with a thoufand horfe, in 
commiffion with Ebutius (one of the greateft 
captains for counfel and exccution in the whole 
army) giving them orders, without delay, to 
inveft the city, and to take all poflible care 
that Jofeph fhould not make his efcape. 

Vispasi1an follow’d the next morning-with 
the whole. army, and got up to Jotapata in 
the afternoon: where he drew up his army on 
the north-fide of the city,about feven } furlongs 
from the town; encamping upon a hill within 
view of the enemy, on purpofe to terrify them 
with fo dreadful a fight. -This was done ac- 
cordingly, . and the people all feized with fuch 
an aftoniihment, that not a foul durft fo much 
as look out of the walls. The Romans had 
had fo hard a march that day, that they at- 
tempted nothing farther at prefent. But Vef- 
pafian however order’d the begirting of the 
town with two great bodies, anda third troop 
of horfe to be pofted at adiftance to cut off all 
communication with the. place. When the 
Jews faw how they were ftreighten’d and 
coop’d up, their very defpairs enflam’d their 
courage; as there’s no daring like that which 
arifes from neceffity. ee 

Tue next morning the Romans began to 
batter the walls; and the Jews at firft made a 
vigorous refiftance : but when Vefpafian let 
loofe his bowmen and flingers upon them, with 
all other weapons of the fame kind, to force 
them from the walls; and when he himfelf ar 
the fame time, with a body of foot, affaulted 
the wall upona hill over againft the other, 
which lay more expofed to the danger of a bat- 
tery; this put Jofeph into fuch a fright for 
fear of the town, that he himfelf, at the head 
of the whole body of the Jews, fell outragi- 
oufly upon the Romans; beat them from the 
walls, and follow’d the advantage with a de- 
fperate refolution. And yet the mifchief they 
fuffer’d was not inferior to what they did; be- 
ing both fides cqually provok’d and enflam’d: 


Book III. 


Joteph flips 


away our of 


Tiberias inte 
Jotapata, 

A deferter 
gives Vefpa- 
fian notice of 
it, and thar 
Jofeph was 
inatrap, ~ 


The fiege ot 
Jotapata, ~ 


the Jewsby defperation, and the Romans by 


indignation and fhame, to find the others fo 
near their match, ‘There was skill and valour 
on the one fide, againft a brutal rage on the 
other. The fight was maintain’d all the da 

till night parted them. Of the Romans there 





* ie. May. 


+ Seven furlongs were cight hundred and feventy five geometrival paces; that is, three quarters and half a quarter 


ofa mile. 


were 


A defperate 
fight all day, 
till night 
parts them. 
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A combat of 
five days tuc- 
cellively. 


The fituation 
of Jotapata 


Vetpaies 

lies thefiege, 
Lith all pof 
fible vigour. 
The manner 
of the attack, 
and defenfe. 


TI. 

swere feveral wounded and thirteen flein: and 
wt dnattcr of fix hundred of the Jews wounded, 
und deventcen kill’d upon the place. 

‘ne beliegers fell on next day again; and 
in this cncounter, they did beth. fides outdo 
themiclves: the Jews took courage from the 
repulfe they had given the enemy already be- 
vondall expectation, and the Romans fromthe 
ihame of being held fo long in play: for the 
very delay of a victory was little lefs to them 
than an overthrow. They fought it out five 


harder and harder upon them, and the Jews 
onthe other hand, not only fupporting the de- 
fenfe, but at the famc time making fallies over 
and above, without fo much as minding the 
prodigious numbers they were to encounter. 
Neither did the Romans abate any thing of 
the vigour of their attacks, for the difficulty 
and hazard of the cnterprize. 

As to the fituation of Jotapata, it ftandsup- 


on a rock utterly inaccefitble ; faving only up- 


on one quarter : it isencompafs’d on three fides 
of it with fuch precipices of fteep and profound 
vallies, that it 1s enough to turn a man’s brain 
and make him giddy, but to look down from 
top to bottom. ‘There is no coming at it but 
upon the north ; where partof the city is built 
upon the brow of:-the mountain: and that way 
it might be approach’d. But then Jofeph had 
.caufed this place to be fortify’d and taken in- 
to the town, to fecure a mountain that over- 
looks and commands it; which, with other 
mountains there about, kept the place fo clofe, 
that there was no feeing of it till a body was 


jaft upon it. © This was the fituation and 


ftrength of Jotapata. > 
Vespasian, finding that he had the na- 
tural difficulties of the place, and the rugged 
ftubbornefs of the people to contend withal, 
took up a refolution of pufhing the fiege for- 
ward with more vigour, and call’d a council 
of his officers together, to advife in what man- 
ner to carry on his attack. The debate came 
to this iffue, that there fhould be ercéted a 
huge terrafs on the weakeft part of the town. 
The refolve being taken, Vefpafian prefently 
fet his whole army at work, to provide necef- 
faries and materials for the raifing of fuch a 
mount; as vaft quantities of ftonc and timber 
trom the neighbouring mountains, with provi- 
fions for hurdles to fhelter the befiegers againft 
darts and fhot from the town. Under the co- 
vert of thofe defenfes they advanced their de- 
fign, ic being impoffible for any fhot from the 
town to do execution upon them. As for the 
earth they made ufe of, they had it out of the 
neighbourhood; and fo handed it from one to 
another: infomuch that, what with the vat 
number of hands to affift chem, (for the whole 
army was engag’d) and the attempt going 
on ftill without intermiffion, the work could 
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days at this rate; the betiegers prefling ftill 
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not but advance exceedingly. 
the mean while did all that was poffible, by 
darts and arrows from the walls, and by heavy 
ftones upon their wattles, to divert them from 
their bufinefs: but all they were able to do, 
was only to make a noife and interrupt the 
Proceeding, but no way to defeat or difappoint 
it. 
Vespaszan had’by this time an hundred and 
fixty engines at work, cafting lances at the de- 
fendants; befide larger machines to throw ftoncs 
and javelins, artificial fires, arrows, &c. which 
were all manag’d by Arabians archers, and o- 
ther mafters of fhooting; and made not only 
the wall itfelf, but the whole fpace alfo be~ 
twixt that and the terrafs, too hot for the de- 
fendantstoapproach. This did not hinder the 
Jews yct from fallying out upon the Romans 
in troops, like thicves; {tripping them of all 
their defenfes, and then falling upon them as 
fo many naked men, and fetting fire to every 
thing about them that was combuttible, and by 
this means undoing all they had done. Vef- 
palian finding the mifchicf of the Jews break- 
Ing in upon them ; and that there was no way 
to prevent it, but by making their work all of 
a picce, and filling up the intervals, that there 
might be no room for them to pafs, he went 
that way to work; and joining his troops in a 
clofe body, put a final end to their excur- 
fions, ; 
‘The mount being now brought up almoft to 
the height of the town-wall, Jofeph did not 
think it honourable, to have more done on the 
one fide to deftroy the town, than on the o- 
ther to defend it. So that he call’d the work- 
men together, and gave order for the raifing 
of the wall, and keeping it up ftill above the 
heightof the terrafs. But they excufing them- 
{elves, upon the impoffibility of advancing any 
work under all that fhot, Jofeph bethought Jofeph’s in- 
himfelf of a contrivance to guard both againft vention to 
ftones and fire: which was by driving feveral er one 
great ftakes faft into the ground, and ftretch- ; 
ing up fo many raw hides againft them; and 
thefe to be interpofed betwixt the enemy and 
the bodies of the befieged : the moifture of the 
skins would refift and damp the flame, and the 
yiclding difpofition of them would enfeeble 
the violence of ftones or lances, and render 
them in a manner inefleétual. Under the pro- 
tection of this covert, the work-men follow’d 
it fo hard day and night, without cither fear 
or danger, that ina fhort time they rais’d a 
wall of twenty * cubits, and fortify’d it with 
turrets and ftrong embattlements. The Romans 
jook’d upon themfelves by this time to be as 
good as mafters of the town; and it was there- The Romans 
fore the greater furprize to mect with fo con- wee a great 
founding a policy, and fo invincible an obfti- eeerpoint: 
nacy at the fame time, 


The Jews in 


sn ee Se 


* Twenty cubits amounted tothirty-fix Englifh feet, that is twelve yards. 
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CHAP. VU 
Vefpafias attempts by flarving, what he cotld 
“net get by force. “No provifions wanting in fo- 
sapara buf water. The garifon ftinted. The 
pit-ceater ear [pent. in tivention to conceal 
their coat of it. Vefpafian betakes bimfelf to 
Bis arms again. Fojeph finds out a ceay for a 
fenply. He propounds anefeape s the Fews beg 
of him to fand by them. Fofeph reafons the 
mutter withibem, The Fews continue their im- 
peveanitses.  Fefeph dcliterates, and enters ito 
Fefpafian bids bis men give over the 


TF IGH. 
afaut, The iwvinciéle courage and refolution 
of the Fews. 


HE Jews took fuch heart upon this ftra- 
tagem and the duccefs of it, that they 
pafs’d neta day without incurfions, skirmifhes, 
and all forrs of violences, by fire, fword and 
pillage. Wefpatian was equally troubled at 
the difgrace, and at the difappointment: And 
wi- thereiure, upon fecond thoughts, gave over 
the atiaule, and contented himfelf to cndea- 
-; Your the itarving of the place inftead of ttorm- 
3 Ing ic; reafoning the matrer with himfelt} ei- 
ther that want would bring them to fubmif- 
fiona, or ir chev ftood it out, that famine inthe 
mzan time would dothe bufinefs of the fword ; 
either by weakening or by waiting them, and 
utting them out of condition of deience, 
whereby he might cbtain the eafier conquett. 
Vefpefian, upon this, blockt them up fo clofe, 
that there was no palling in or out. 
Trey had in the town, corn, and all man- 
2 ner ofnecetlarics in abundance, f2ve only fale. 
P=" As for water, ‘tistrue, they had ner fo much 
as one fountain abour the city, and only rain 
water for their common ufe: which, in that 
hot and dry country, was very fcarce, efpeci- 
ally in fummer; and this was their prefent cafe. 
It was a great affliction to them, the very 
thought ot a drought, end the diftrefs they 
were already fallen into for want of water. 
‘The place being plentifully ftor’d with all o- 
ther provifions, and the men in good heart, 
Jofeoh, in order to protraét the fiege, put the 
garifon to their allowance, to husband the lic- 
tle water they had, and make the ftock hold 
out fo much the ‘-nger. This order for the 

















The carifon 





ftinting of their drink, put the people out of 


all patience; for it looked as if they were al- 
moft drawn dry; and they began to be froward 
upon it, and would work no longer. This 
peevif: humcur of the Jews could not be well 
kept trom the knowledge of the Romans; who 
were within diftance of obferving from ano- 
ther hill near hand there, whatever pafs’d a- 
mong the Jews: as the tumulcuary thronging 
tegether, the meafuring of their portions. and 
their uncafinefs about it: feveral of the Jews 
being cut off too, upon the place, at that very 
inttant, by fhet from the Roman engines. The 
pit-water being by this time well nigh fpent, 
and Vefpatian in an hourly expeétance of the 
town’s falling into his hands, Jofeph put this 
An invention 2Mafement upon him. He caus’da great many 
to conceal the parcels ot cloaths to be hung up dropping-wet, 
want of wa- upon the battlements of the walls within view 
aoa ot the Romans; whercin he gain’d his end of 

inducing them to believe that there could not 

be fuch a fcarcity of water, in a place where 

they were fo lavith of it: and upon that pre- 

fumption, thcy fell into a direét defpondency 


The pitswa- 


tee 
er 


dpens. 





of ever taking the place for want of water. 
Nay, Vefpafian himicl£ gave over all hope of Vefpafian re. 
carrying it by a liege; and fo had recourfe turnsto his 
once again to arms. The Jews, on the other **™s again, 
fide, were heartily glad of ‘ir; for they rhem- 
felves, and their city, were both brought to , 
the Jatt extremity, and defir’d nothing more 
than to exchange a ftarving calamity, for want 
of bread and water. for an honourable deathin 
the field. While Jofeph was pondering about 
an expedient to remedy this inconvenience, it 
came into his head, that, on the wett fide of 
the town, there was a forlorn hollow gutter, 
that lay quite out of the way, fo as no bod 
minded it.  Jofeph propounded by the con- Joféph finds 
venience of this paflage to get relief into the Ot way for 
town, as watcr, and whatever elfe they want- ReneS 
ed; and to that end he wrote to fome of the 
cut-lying Jews, that liv’d toward that quarter, 
to fend him from time totime what fupplies he 
had occafion for; together with exprefs inftrn- 
tions to cover the meflengers with hair-skins, 
and then to have them creep upon all-fours : fo 
that if the watch thould get any glimpfe of 
them, they might pafs for dogs, or fome other 
four-footed animals. This had effeé rill the 
correfpondence was difcover’d, and the com- 
munication cut off. 

Josep faw by thistime, thatic was a thing 
utterly impoflible to defend the city, and that 
it would be certain death to him if he ftay’d: 
fo that he himfelf and feveral other great men 

F : : » Jofeph pro- 

met prefently in council upon it, and confulr- pounds hn ef 
ed how to make theirefcape. The people had “pe. 
already a jealoufy of what they were about : 
and fo came to Jofeph in throngs, and beo- The Jews 
ged of him above all things in this world to beg of him 
take care of them, for they had noother friend °° !tand by 
to truit to but himfelf) They could never be" 
loft, they faid, fo long as ke was fafe ; nor 
their lives better fpent than at his feer: or. if 
they fhould be all {ciz’d upon, it would bere. 
corded to his eternal honour, that he was too 
brave cither to fly from his enemies, or to a~ 
bandon his friends: which would be much rhe 
cafe they faid, as if a man fhould leap out of 
a fhipin a ftorm, which he had taken charge 
of ina calm: telling him that this cafe of a 
veffel was the very fame with that of their ci- 
ty; for, faid they, who fhall itand up to de- 
fend us and our country, when we have loft 
the fingle man, whom we look upon as the on~ 
ly means and hope of our fafety ? 

JosePH was not willing to have ir thought, 
that he confulted altogether his particular fe- 
curity; and fo gave them to underftand in a Jofeph rea- 
plaufible difcourfe, that it was more for thcir fons the mat- 
fakes than his own, that he had any thought fot With them 
of withdrawing ; for cither you will be made Bitionne, . 
prifoners, fays he, or you will not : and now 
take it which way you will. . If the Jarter, 
what will you be the better for my ftaying 
with you? If the other, what will you be the 
better for my dying with you? Whereas, if 
I were then at liberty and abroad, I might 
bring an army into the field out of Galilee time 
enough to raife the fiege : now fo long as I lie 
coop’d up here in the town, I fhall certainly 
do you a great deal of mifchicf withour any 


fort of good ; for it will irritate the Romans 


to amore vigorous profecution of the fiege, fo 
long as they are fure of Jofeph for a prize; 
but if I were out of the way once, they would 
look no farther after you perhaps, 
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Tr people were fo far from coming over 


he Jews 
continue to him upon this difcourfe, that they came 
cheir imipor- 


itil] prefling upon him with more and more im- 
portunity : men,:: women and. children ;_ mo- 
thers with their infants at their breafts all in 
tears, embracing'his knees, and cafting them= 
felyes at his feet; ‘begging of him with out- 
cries and fupplications, nor to forfake them in 
their dittrefs. And this they did-not, I pre- 
dume, out of envy to his being at-eafe; but 
upon fome fecret impulfe, as if the very pre~ 
dence of Jofeph would be a kind of proteétion 
to hisfricends. “=: °° 

Josrru’s heart was fo far foften’d toward 
zhefe people, betwixt graticude and compaffion, 
that he put it to a queftion within himfelf, 
whether to ftay or go. ‘* If I appear to flay 
“¢ willingly, fays he, it will be taken as the 
‘© power of che afcendant they have over me. 
*¢ Bue what if I fhould refufe, and then be 
“© forc’d to do it at laft by being made a pri~ 
“ foner”’? Upon this deliberation, Jofeph re- 
folv’d to ftand it out with them, and bear his 
part inthe common defperation of the city. 
*¢ This, my good friendsand countrymen, fays 
“¢ he, is the true time to fhew ourfelyes brave 
‘© in, when there’s no hope of fafery but in our 
arms; when we are fure to receive honour 
“ in exchange for our lives, and for acting 
“¢ like good patriots, to have our memories cele- 
“¢ brated to pofterity for our country’s devo- 
“© tees”. 

From thefe words Jofeph advanc’d to ac- 
tion, and putting himfelf at the head of the 
braveft men he had, charg’d the enemy’sguards, 
beat them from their trenches, and pufh’d them 
up to the very camp: one while tearing their 
skins to pieces that coyer’d them in their works ; 
another while fetting fire to the works them- 
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felves: and this they did time after time, for. 


three or four days and nights fucceflively, with 
an infuperable boldnefs, and an indefatigable 
labour. 

Wuen Vefpafian faw how hard it went with 
the Romans upon thefe encounters ; for when 
they were worfted, they were afham’d to turn 
their backs; and when they got the better of 
it at any time, they were too heavy arm’d to 
purfue the advantage: fo that the Jews never 
fally’d but they did fome mifchief or other be- 

Vefpafi fore they retreated: when Vefpafian, I fay, 
pa rn . 
hidshis men found upon what terms they were, he com- 
give over the manded his troops to give over the attack, and 
affaule. not caft away their lives againft men that did 
but defire to die, under the provocation of an 
incurable defpair. Their rage, he faid, was 
but like a blaze that would go out of itfelf, if 
it wanted but matter to entertain it: befide, 
that the cafe of the Romans was quite a dif- 
ferent thing from that of the Jews 5 the former 
fought only for dominion, the other, for life 
and liberty ; andthe one had a great deal more 
need of victory than the other. But in the 
mean time the Arabian and the Syrian flingers, 
archers, engineers, &c. were all at work with 
their ftones, arrows and lances : and nothing, 
in fine, of that kind'ceafed, as the Jews found 
The invinci. totheir coft. But all this was fo far from flag- 


blecourage gering the Jews, that onthe contrary, they 


ard refolu-  prefs’d through all difficulties to fingle out the 
thee the Romans, body to body; and there fought it 


out, without quarter on either hand ; and the 
living on both fides, ftepping up to fupply the 
place of the dead. 


. CHAP. IX. 

AA defcription'of the battering engine the vam. The 
manner of ordering it. A contrivance to defeat 
_ the force.of it. Lhe Fews have-recourfe to fire. 
‘4 brave adtion of one Eleazar. Two glorious 
heroes, Vefpafian receives a flight wound on the 
anche. "The firauge force of battery. A bloody 
night, for the lofs of brave men. The Jews 

-fiand firm to the laff. 


By the length of the fiege, and 
&_3. the perpetual excurfions of the befieged, 
Vefpafian wds as good as befieg’d himfelf: but 
having now carry’d ‘up his works near the height 
of the walls, he efolved to bring it then toan 
iflue by the dint of battery, and order’d the 
battering ram to be brought up to the place of 
action. This ram is a machine of a prodigious A defeription 
bulk and fize, like the maft of a fhip, fortify’d ofthe ram. 
with a ftrong piece of iron at the top of it, 
like the head of a ram: from whence, and 
from the manner of pufhing in the ufe of it 
like the butting of that creature, it took the 
name. This engine is hung up by the middle, 
with great cables or ropes, faften’d to crofs 
timbers, well cramp’d together and ftrongly 
fupported. There it lies upon a poife, like 
the beam of a pair of fcales: and as it hangs 
balancing thus in the air, it is mov’d backward 
and forward by the force of many hands, and 
falls with fuch a violence upon the place, 
where it isto batter, thacno forerefs or wall is 
able to ftand the continu’d repetitions of its 
attack. 
' Vespastan grew impatient with delay, 
and the fiege feem’d a kind of idlenefs to the 
Romans ; whereas the Jews at the fame time 
were ftill doing of mifchicf 5 fo that the ge- 
neral’s heart was now fet altogether upon dif- 
patch. The firft ching he did in order to it, The manner 
was to bring his flingers, archers and ordinary of orlering 
machines clofer up to the town, to beat the "4" 
defendants from the walls, and to make way 
for the ram; which was then immediately 
brought on: that is to fay, fo foon as the 
archers and flingers had repuls’d the Jews from 
the walls. Ie was cover’d with hurdles, and 
Wrapt up in hair skins, for the fecuriry both 
af the managers, ‘and of the machine. The 
very firit ftroke of it put the people into an up- 
roar, asif the town had been taken; and Jo- 
feph finding that chcir battering ftill in the 
fame place, would bring down the wall over 
their heads in a very fhort time, heorder’d fe- 
-veral facks of chaff to be provided, and Iet A contri- 
down by ropes from the battlement againft the vance to de- 
place where the engine play’d: and itillas the ae abe orre 
Romans chang’d their battery, the Jews ease 
counter’d them with their facks; by which 
means they did generally cither mifs their mark, 
or failof the effect, _ 

Turs invention was a mighty hindrance to 
the Romans; for which way foever thcy point- 
ed the engine, the Jews would be fure tomect 
them with their chaff-bags, which fcreen’d the 
wall from receiving damage from the blow; 
till the Romans found out another way to de- 
feat the contrivance. ‘That isto fay, they got 
a provifion of long poles, with fharp iron hooks 
faften’d to the ends ofthem, like paring knives ; 
and with thefe they immediately cut thc ftrings 
of the bags; and upon this difappointment, 
the machine did its office again; and the wall 

being 
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being but newly repair’d and nor yet feteled, | 
cculd net poflibly withttand its force. Jofeph 
and his companions had now nothing Icft them 
to cruftro burfire, fo that getting together all 
the combuttible matter they could lay hands on, 
befide pitch, tulphur, and che like; they di- 
vided it feverally into three parcels, and fet 
fire tothe Roman machines, huts, and all ma- 
terials that would take it, in three feveral 
placesat the fame time. ‘The rage of the flames 
and of the Jews was fo terrible, that there was 
no place tor relief, and the danger equal of 
perithing both ways. The conflagration, in 
fine, was fo dreadful, that ic deftroy’d all in 
a moment that the Romans had been fo long a 
doing, and with fo much labour and ha- 
zard, 

Tusere was ene Eleazar of Paab in Galilec, 





+ the fen of Sameas, who fignaliz’d himfelf up- 


en this occafion by an ation never to be for- 
setten, and hath confequently aright to a part 
in this hittory, He took up a mighty ftonce 
and cait ic down from the wall upon the ma- 
chine, with fe prodigious a force, that he broke 
off the iron head ot it: and then leaping down 
into the middle of his enemies, carry’d it off 
without any apprehenfion of danger, to the foot 
ofthe wall; where he ftcod a while, unarm- 
ed as he a common mark tor the enemy, 
till he had five arrows ftuck inhis body. In 
this condition, he remounted the wall; where 
1¢ toed for a fhorr time a glorious {pectacle, 
without any change either of countenance or 
tehavicur, till at laft he dropp’d down dead 
wich the anguith of his wounds, and the head 
cf the machine in his arms, which he would 
never quit to the lafk. ; 

Tuers were alfo two brothers of Ruma in 
Galilee, *Netiras and Philip, that were as 
brave as it was poffible for mento be. They 
fell once upen the foldiers of the tenth legion, 
with fuch an impetuous fury, thac they broke 
into the Roman army, and drove all before 
them that made head againft them; while Jo- 
feph at the head of a troop of men, with fre- 
brands, burnt the machines, huts, and works 
of the fifth, and likewife of the tenth legion ; 
and thofe that follow’d made the fame havock 
with what was left. 

By the evening of the fame day, the Ro- 
mans were at werk with the fame cngine again, 
upon that part of the wall that had been fhat- 
ter’d and broken before: Vefpafian at the fame 
time receiving a fhot upon the ankle by an ar- 
row out of the town; bur it prov’d a flight 
wound however, for she arrow was fpent. 
They that were within diftance of fecing 
their general’s blood, put the whole army 
into fuch a fright with the alarum, that the 
very commanders themfelves quitted their 
pots, and came thronging to the head 
quaster to learn the truth of the matter; Titus 
himfelf, in the firft place, ont of an impatient 
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zeal caft the multitude into a confternation. 
Vefpafian however quickly cas’d_ both Titus 
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and the army of their fears, by fhewing him- — 


{elf openly, and upon the main making little 
ornothing of the difaftcr. So that the anxiety 
and forrow they labour’d under before, for 
fear of a mortal calamity, was now turn’d on= 
ly into the rran{port of an honourable revenge : 
Vefpafian encouraging the foldiers, and they 
one another, to fall on and renew the aflaulr, 
in defiance of all oppofition. The enemies 
ftones and arrows deftroy’d great numbers of 
the Jews; but Jofeph and his people made 
good the wall itill ; and with fire, fword, and. 
other inftruments of mifchief, lay galling the 
managers of the battering engine. The Jews 
now, with all their bravery, advanc’d little 
yet, in regard that they were forced to fight 
in fight of the enemy; and the fire they made 
ufe of againft the Romans, gave the enemy 
light againft themfelves: fo that they ftood {fo 
faira mark, thatthere was no miffing it on the 
one fide, and no avoiding it on the other; for 
they could rot fo much as fec the very ma- 
chines from whence the weapons came. By 
the force of {tones from thofe engines, the very 
batrlements and the corners of the towers were 
broken down; and where they fell into a bo- 
dy, they carry’d away whole files before them. 
But whoever would be inform’d of the won- 
derful effeét of thefe machines, needs never 
look farther than into the hiftory of that night. 

Tuere was one of Jofeph’s friends, who, as 
he was upon the walls of Jotapata with him, 
had his head ftruck off with a ftone from one 
of thefe engines; which was carry’d thrce 
+ furlongs from the place, as if it had been 
thrown out of a fling. And another, coming 
crofs a big~belly’d woman, carry’d the child 
within her half a+furlong from the body. 
Now taking all this together; the prodigious 
violence and the terrible clattering of thefe ma- 
chines, and of the weapons they caft; the fre- 
quent noifes of the dead and wounded falling 
from the walls; the fhreicks and cries of wo- 
men within the town, anfwer’d by the groans 
of dying perfons from without; the town- 
ditch flowing with blood and fill’d with piles 
of carcaffes, fufficient to mount an enemy to 
the affaulc; and the echoes from the monntains, 
after all this, redoubling the miferable ftory: 
there was nothing wanting that forrowful night, 
in fine, that might ftrike the eye or the car 
with an inexpreffible horror. There was a 
prodigious. flaughter of brave men in that 
night’s action, in a moft heroical defenfe of 
the liberty of their country ; which they main- 
tain’d all night againit the urtermoft efforts of 
the enemy’s machines, till break of day; and 
then the wall fell to pieces. But the Jews c- 
ven in this difmal extremity made the breach 
good yet, with their bodies and their arms, 
before the Romans could pafs their men over 


tendernefs for his farther: but this generous | the ditch to the attack. 





* Or Neritas. 


{ One furlong confifting of one hundred and twenty five geometrical paces, three muft amount to three hundred 
and Pas five, which were equivalent to two thoufand and two Englifh feet and an half, that is, to fix hundred 
ey 


aad fixty feven yards, one foot and an half. 


+ Haifa furlong was fomething upwards of an hundred and cleven yards. 
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them) the cnemy marching up with their drawn 
{words towards the de molifh’d fide of the wall, 
the mountains round about glitrering with 
arms, and the Arabians prepar’d with their ar- 
rows, they fet up fuch an howl, as if the ci- 4 horrid 
ty were not only in danger of ruin, but alrea- confufion of 
‘dy taken. Thefe clamours were fo moving, outcries on 
that Jofeph prefently order’d the women to the approach 
their houfes, and to filence at their peril, for Of the 4"™¥- 
fear of difheartening the foldiers; while he 
himfelf haften’d to that part of the town that 
fellto his lot, paffing by the fcaling ladders 
without fo muchas minding them ;his thoughts 
being altogether taken up with the encmy’s 
way of attack by their darts and their arrows. 
_ Upon the founding of their trampets, the 
Siving of the fignal, and the military fhout of 
ofthe army, the very sky was darken’d with 
a cloud of arrows. Tofeph’s companions did 
not forget their inftruétions, but ftopp’d their Jofeph’s men 
¢ars againft the clamours, and covered theme keep to their 
felves with thcir fhields againft their fhot. But vce 
upon the Icaft advance of the bridges, they confid Bor 
flew upon the Romans like lightening, to put twixt the 
a ftop to the defign, cither by keeping them Jews and the 
from approaching, or’ by beating them off Romsns. 
and difputing every inch of the poffeffion. 
For as faft as the Romans endeavour’d to 
mount the bridge, the Jews violently pufh’d 
them down again, with fignal inftances both 
of their skill and courage, in the conduét and ex- 
ecution ; fhewing themfelves as bold and intre~ 
pid inthe cxtremity of danger, as the Romans 
were where there was none at all; nay, the 
greater hazard, the firmer was theirrefolution; 
and when they were once engag’d, there was 
no parting them without the death of the one 
or the other. But the Jews being kept upon 
perpetual duty, and no crforcements to relieve 
them, whereas the Romans had a continual 
fupply of frefh men, and as one party was 
weary’d, or worfted, another at hand ready 
to take the place, numbers muft of necefliry 
carry it at the Jong run. The Romans were 
fenfible.of the advantage they had; and fo 
prefling as clofe together as one could ftand to +4. Romans 
another, they threw their long bucklers over adyance upto 
their backs, and making’an impenetrable fi- the wall, un- 
gure, they drove the Jews before them, as if der covert of 
the ftrength of the whole army had been’ uni- their buck- 
ted into one entire body ; and{fo they advanced 
up to the very wall. - 
_In this diftrefs, Jofeph, upon advice with 
his neceffities and defpairs, refolved upon a 
trial of this experiment. ‘The Jews having a 
great deal of oil by them, Jofeph ordered the 
boiling a confiderable quantity of it; and foto 
caft ic down fcalding hot upon the foldiers un- 
derthe wall, together with the very pots and 































CHAP. X. 


Vefpafian nakes ready to renew the affault. Fo- 
Seph: prepares for the encounter, and gives his 
people their leffon. A horrid confufion of out- 
tries upon the approach of the army, Fofeph’s 
nen keep totheir orders. A bloody confli@. The 
Romans advance upto the wail under covert of 
their bucklers. - The Fews pour fcalding oil a- 
mong them. The firange courage and conftancy 
of the Romans. Vefpafian orders the vaifing of 
his platforms. Ihe Fows are forced to quit the 
breach. o 5 


HEWN the Roman army had a little re- 
frefh’d themfelves next morning after 
the fatigue of fo fevere a night, Vefpafian put 
Vefpafian everything in a readinefs for an affault, taking 
makesready care in the firft place to keep the Jews from 
eae the daring to fhew themfelves in the breach. To 
ene! this end, he difmountcd a party of the beft 
horfe he had; armed them at all points, and 
fo ranged them in three divifions, with pikes 
in their hands, to make good the breach 3 and 
they themfelves, upon the advance of the 
bridges, to be the firft to enter the town. 
Theie horfe were to be feconded by a body of 
choice foot, and the remainder of the horfe to 
be diftributed quitc round the mountainous 
parts of the city, to make fure that, upon the 
taking of it, no perfon fhould efcape. The next 
in order were the archers, ready prepar’d with 
their bows and arrows; asalfo the flingers and 
engincers. Others were cmploy’d with lad- 
ders, to.attempt the fcaling of fome parts of 
the wall that were entire; which was intend- 
ed only for an amufement, and to draw off af- 
fiftance from other places that.more needed it, 
and to force them by this diverfion to abandon 
the attack. : 
Jofeph pre- Joseru was fo well informed of the Ro- 
paresfor the man’s purpofes and defigns, that he employ’d 
encounter. only men that were cither over-much fatigu’d, 
or fuperannuated, for the guard of thofe parts 
of the wall that were found; well knowing 
there was little or no danger from that quar- 
ter. - But wherever there was the leaft crack 
or flaw, not a man _was-made ufe of for that 
duty but of approv’d courage and refolution ; 
and he himfelt with fix..more at.the head of 
them, to receive the firft fhock of the enemy; 
And giveshis giving them in charge not to mind the outcries 
people their of infulting clamours, but rather to fhut their 
etion, ears againit them; for they were all but .noife. 
As for their.archers, the fhields over their 
heads were the beft defence againft their ar- 
yows: or they might retreat alittle till they 
had empty’d their quivers. “But, fays Jofeph, 
ifthey come once to lay over their bridges, he v : : i 
therc’s nothing thento be thought of but fight- vefiels “it was boil’d in. ‘This was done ac- The Jews 
ing; and not as people in defence of a coun- | cordingly, and _pafling between the bucklers, jour down 
try that is to be preterved, but for the honour | and over the bodies of the Romans, it utterly icalding oil 
and vindication of a country that is already | broketheir order, and deftroy’d the men, by among them, 
loft, and to make the authors of your ruin pay | forcing them down from the wall in extreme 
dear for their purchace. . For whatcan you ex- | torture: for the.oil flowing under their arms 
peét, upon the fubduing of your city, but that | from head to foot,’and fo all over the body, 


your adverfaries will gratify their cruelty,with | confum’d the ficfh like fire itfelf; being ‘natu- 
it ; rally. apt to take heat, and long a cooling. 


blood. of your fathers, your wives and j ral : ‘ 
willlepesicircn ?” After this manner Jofeph divi- | And then their armour being brac’d and buckl’d 
‘ded himfelf. - eka to their bodies, there was no getting clear of 
Wuen the common people, the women and | the torment: fome of them leaping and fpring- 
the childre the town furrounded by three | ing in their pains; others drawn double, and 


armics, (and no force’ fent out to encounter | all falling from the pede down tothe sahen 
ct > 3 ss 
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And forchote chat attempted to get off to their 
own people, they were calily mafter’d by the 
Jews at their backs. 
Ix the whole courfe of thefe calamitous 
circumitances, there was no failing cither of 
‘The Grange Courage in the Romans, or of prudence in the 
courage and Jews. For the Romans, notwithftanding the 
conttancy of mifery they endur’d by the fealding oil, had 
che Romans. the heart yet to prefs upon thofe rhar pour’d it 
among them, and not without a competition 
who thould be forcmoft. The Jews, atter this, 
put another check to the progreis of thcRomans 
by catting boil’d fenugreek upon the boards of 
the bridge ; which made them fo flippery that 
the Romans could not keep their. fect upon 
them; fo that they, could neither fight nor 
fly. Some fell ac their length upon the planks, 
where they were trampled upon by their own 
people; others fell lower, where they lay at 
the mercyof the Jews fhot. Vefpafian found 
his people fo hara{s’d out by this way of fight- 
ing, that toward evening he call’d them off; 
having loft feveral men, and more wounded. 
Of Jotapata there were only fix men flain, and 
upwards of three hundred hurt. ‘This action 
pafied the twentieth of the month Defius. 
Wespaszax was fo fenfible of the mifcar- 
ringe of this afTaulc, that he treated the ‘army 
With an exculatory compliment upon that oc- 
cafion; bue finding the foldiers fo far from be- 
ing dejected, that they were rather inflam’d, 
and that they had more mind to ‘be fighting 
of- than talking, he order’d the raifing of his plat- 
forms, and the erecting three wooden towers 
upon them, of fifty foot high a piece, cover’d 
all over with iron to keepthem ftcady with the 
weight, and make them proot againft fire. In 
thefe ‘turrets were the choiccft of his mark{- 
men and engineers, with their machines, in- 
ftruments and arms. The people in them had 
this advantage of the befieged, that they were 
out of fight and reach df the others: where- 
as thofe upon the wall were cafily feen and 
wounded from the turrets. Sothat ‘the Jews, 
being neither able to avoid the arrows from 
above, nor fo much as to fee who hurt'them, 
re Jers sr quiteed the breach; bur fill upon all attacks 
“0 G3 made a vigorous and a brave refiftance. “At 
the breach. ° § : 7 . 9 : 
this rate did Jotapata defend itfelf, tho’ with 
daily lofs of men, and with much more haz- 
zard and mifchiet to‘themfelves than ‘to the 
enemy. 2 ‘ 















CHAP. XI. 

Trajan fent toreduce Fapba. The pecple meet 
him on the way to give him battle. Lhe Yours 
put to flight, aud driven into the firft énclo- 
fure. ¢ wuifery of thofe that were coopt up 

there. A prodigious flaughter. Trajan defires 

Vefpafian_ to fend Titus to the finifhing of the 

work, Titus brings bis troops to Fapha.. Thy 

Romans mount the walls, and enter the town. 

AA bloody fireet-fight of fix hours. Not'a foit] 


Spar'd but women and children. 
V. ESPASIAN being given to ‘under- 

" deiftand, that Japha, a neighbouring ci- 
ty co Jotapaca, after the example of the other, 
was falling off from their duty, being encou- 
raged thereto by ‘the famous defence of that 
plice, that held out beyond all expectation ; 
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he fene Trajan the commander of che tenth Ic- Trajan fenr 
gion, with two thoufand foor and a thoufand to reduce Jas 
horfe, to reduce them. But finding the town Ph 
impregnably fortify’d, (for befide the natural 
ftrength of the fituation, it was encompas’d 
with a double wall) he was encounter’d upon The people 
the way, by the inhabitants of the place, in a meet him on. 
pofture to give him battle.. The bodies join’d, the way to 
and alter a flight refiftance, ‘Trajan put chem §\¥* him bat- 
to flight, and purfu’d them fo clole to the out- The Jews 
wall (which was the place they made to) chat put to fighr, 
they fell in with them pell-mell into che firft 2nd driven 
enclofure ; but upon preffing up té the fecond Pellmell into 
wall, the townfmen fhut the gatcs upon them, aoture, Pn 
for fear of taking in both friend and foe, one 
with another. This extraordinary way of de- 
livering up the Galileans into the hands of the 
Romans, was a moft judicial providence of 
heaven ; for thefe mento be fhut out of their 
own gates by thcir own people, and given up 
for a facrifice to ancnemy that thirfted forthoir 
blood.) They crouded in throngs up to the 
gates, call’d to the officers by their names, 
and begeg’d admittance ; having their throats 
cut atthe fame time, with their very prayers 
becwixe their lips. The Romans ‘kept one 
gate, and thecitizens the other; and of thofe 
that were coopt up inthis enclofure, fome laid The mifery 
Violent hands upon themfelves, -others fell by: of thofethat 
the fwords of their companions;  befides VS" CPt 
an incredible number, that fell by ‘the hands 
of the Romans;- and not a man amongft 
them that had the heart to lift up a Hand, ‘or 
fo much as offer at a revenge: for over and a~ 
bove the dread of an enemy, their fpirits were 
taken down with a fenfe of ‘treachery among 
themfclves: ‘They-dy’d, infine, co:the num- 
ber of twelve thoufand perfons; and all cuF 4 prodio; 
- oe : =e prodigious 
ing the ‘Jews, not the Romans, ‘+82? flaughter. 

Trajan took it now for grtantcd,, thar their 
martial ‘men, were in a-manner all cut. off; and 
for thofe that were left, that'they wére fo dif. - 
Pirited as notto have the hedrt to -refitt: fo 
that he'fent away prefently to défire Vefpafidn} Trajan de- 
that’ his fon “Vitus inighit ‘have ‘the ‘hénour of fires Vefps- 
finifhing the’ work. V cfpafian‘underftdod it ‘of fian ro tend 
fomething confiderable that remain'd yet tobe gifts the 
done; and ‘fo Titus wasidifpatch’d dway dco eae 
cordingly, with an énforcement of five ie Titus brings 
dred horit-and a thoufand tedt; which theidis his troops to 
vided imrhediately, ‘upon his arrival; ‘into‘two JP 
attacks; ‘that on the ‘left-hand ‘he gave'to Tra- 
Jan, and the right-hand divifion'he corimand+ | 
ed: himfelf: The firft thing that ‘the Romatis The Romans 
did, after this, was to plant Yfcaling ladders, mount the 
and then to mount the wall/upon ail quarters Ys, and 
at the fame time. ‘THe'Galilcans'mide fome peas ue 
faint refiftance for a while.; ‘but {oon quitcing we 
the wall, Titus with’his paity’prefently leap'd 
down after ae an ences"? the town.: It 
came’ now’ to a defperate ftreet-fipht: ‘which. 
betwixt arnbufhes, and falli¢s from, nooks’ and GAOT Abr 
narrow paffes, where great numberof’ fturdy fix hours 
fellows were got together,’ ati ':inmoyances of Not afoul 
all forts that'they receiv’d'frarfi the Very wo. (Pita bur 
men upon the tops of the houfes, ‘contintied for childeci. 
fix hours. © But the foldiers'being' by this time 
all cut off, ‘the rentainder‘of the Inilricudey- 
whether at -home or in the‘ficld, young inen 
and old, were all deftroy’d indifferently, and: 
hot a male left alive ‘bit infancs, who were 
carry’d away captives with thefWomen. The 
number of the flain in the city, and in the firft 

encoun 
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encounter, was fifteen thoufand, and twothou- |: 

fand one hundred’ and thirty prifonérs. This} - . CHAP. XIIL oy 

judgment befel che Galilcans on the twentieth ‘The Romans works are now Siuife'd. A deferter 

of the month * Defius. =~ Pam :  géves Vefpafian intelligence of the frate of the 
cots _ town, with advice to fall on about break 6 

; en” tee Bray coon an Socata ae Vefpafian Nees of tt; takes his tine, 
si ee >. ps Pl ents” ae) and carries it. The particilars of the action. 

coe 4 CH x P. XII - . te inbuman aly. A bafe Ba ‘@ treache= 
Lhe Samaritans pon: mount Garizin meditate ‘vous murder, Forty thoufand men kilP'd in the 
.@ rebellion... Velpafian fends Cerealis, to take | ~ Siege; the city ras*d,.and the cafiles burnt. 
care of it. Lhe Samdritansin a forizidable body.|) ~ | teat 
(A mortal drought for want of water. An ‘in-\ EAE people of Jotapata held out a long 
” densnity offer’ a by, Cerealis, and rejected, The | _B time, and ftood firm againft all extremi- 

‘ties, with a conftancy to admiration. © But UP? The Romans 


|, people put to denth.every man of thenr. 
peeve ee . Eheg . ap... | On the forty feventh day, when the’ Romans works being 
OF tHE Samaritans .bore their part alfo in had carry’d up their works above thé heighth 2w finith’d, 
TheSamari- "9: _ghe public  calamicy. They had their | of the walls, Velpafian had‘an account bronght a deferter 
mount Ga- ‘Meeting upon mount Garizim ; (the holy moun- ! own 
risim medi- tainy,.aS they counted it) and there they wait- 
riteare-  €d 1 “their, places for the event of things: but 
hellion. in the men time the. very air of the aflembly, 
and the’ matiner of their béhaviour,look’d with 
4. {editious afpect,", and gave to underftand 
‘what they would be ati: For they were never 
the- witer for example and experience: but, 
without, confidering. either their own weak- 
hes). OF, fic, mighty, arid profperous powcr of 
thé Romans, ‘they. weré ab that time’ fanning 
headlong into a-rebellion ; “but Vefpatian took 


an ¢arly ‘care ‘to prevent the-mifchicf. For 

























































him by'a deferter of ‘the’ ftate of the’ town : Ev VeP™, 
which was, that what -with the lofs “OF “men, the flare of 
watching, and hard duty, ‘the garifon’ was fo the town, and 
Weaken'd, that with one fharp aflault, mote, 21vites him 
the Romans might certainly carry the place : ole break of 
or, which would be the-eafier way,. it was but day. 

taking the right opportunity to furprize. them. 

So the ‘deferter advis’d ‘Vefpafian ‘td take his 

time about ‘break’ of, day ; when he might be 

fure ‘to find them lefs watchful ; ‘and the guard 

fo drOwfy and tir’d; that hé could hardly fail 

Of carrying his point. : Sop ade? 2 ge teat 

che Pe ROSTAN was fo; well acquainted. with verpatian 
the obftinate fidelity of the Jews one to, anio= confiders of; 
ther, and with the gréaincefs of rheir refolution it,, rakes his,; 
in Cafe of force or torments, | that he gave lit- feet and care 
tle“or no credit to this fugitive, for the fake “* SP 
fj of an inftance he liad {een of a, wonderful con- 

ftancy of mind in one of rhat-city already. He 

was ‘a prifoner of ‘Jotapara; and being. put .to 

the queftion about the coridition of ‘the. town, 


he ftood’all manner’ of tortures, “even to fire 


; though “the whole. ,proyitice of ; Samaria‘ was 
Sh eet) ine? be FEDS gn ne ee 

MB Benner bélee. with gatifons, he Was ‘not 
| Y8e Without fome, ‘apprehenfiotl of ‘WHat’ fach 


wre et 


if 


1+ aamleisade of people, atid fuch 4 confpi 

‘ec: TH aftéctions, might produce’’ fo-that. fc 
Velpafian “GAP Svar eter SR 9 Oar FOF 2CarO 
fends Cerea- De a ».he dene away. Cerealis, a tribane of 
listotake. . the -Afthcgion, ‘wish x, hindred:horfe," and 
cite of it. three thopland foot, , to; take caré of the pub, 





be NGM Free aderat & 


The -Samari- "Wein Cerealis.came up: with’ his trQops to | and the crofs itfelf, To, the contempt of..death 
formidable this fhountain, he, found jrho Samatitans’ ga- | in all-forms,. rather than make the leait difco- 
body. ther’d together there ari {o valt a body, that | very:, Bur the thing not being very unlikely, 
he did nor think. fig fo attack thichh upon that | Vefpafian’ cholight ‘with himfelf rhat ic might 
port, Dut fachey intrench’G himfelf round about | Yet polfibly be true ; or, ‘at the worft, thap he 
them. at the foor oF it; wyhete, for that day they | ihould ran Ho rifquc at all in feeming to: believe 
‘hice WEES. 48. B00d ‘as. iefieg” It fo fell out, that | it, Upon :this canfidération, he order’d the 





dronght for being pow in the Heightot fummer, anda very 
want of -wa- Fy it feat i, the Samaritans were in great want 
He spWater, (the country, Having made no’ provi- 
ake ron to Lapply it) infomuch, that there di¢d fome 

- (: Of other of them daily of ¢ parching’droughe ; 
‘others Went, over,tg. thé Romaas,. chutin rae | 

ther'ro fufferflavery, than fo miferable a death. ' 

Cergalis being inforfacd by deferters, that-they 

that ,ftood it our were as. much broken and out 


ry 


inOtimed, vo be taken into cuflody, and every 
thing, to, be made. ready for the alfiule weet Mae 
', Ag the houraffign’d, the army made a filent The ,pavious 
march tp tothe walls; "Titusat the. head ‘of.ic, lars of rheud 
with Domitius and’ Sabinus, . and fome. chofen “ion. 
men ut of ‘the fifteenth Jcgion. ‘They kiild 

the centinels, cut ‘the throats of the guards, 
enter?dthe city; and after them follow’d Sex- 

tus Ceréalis the tribuné, and Placidus, with 

the troops under thein command. The Ro-« 

mans were now in pofleffion, of the fort, sma- 

fiers of the town; and though ic. was broad 

day-light, yct the'garifon were do fpent with 

labour and overwatching, that. to this inflane 

they did not hot fo ‘much as know the town 

was. ‘taken. Nay, thofe. that were. awake, 

were: almoit as ‘much. to féck too as the rest : 

for there fell fach a\ mift‘ac that very.inftane, 

that. cither they {aw nothing at all)” orithey 

did notknow what they faw. ‘This fog con 

tidu’d till: the whole ‘army .were cnterid the 

place: the peoplé never waking tillsthey felt 

the danger, and tll:they, were ‘convinc’d-by 


Of héart as their fellows, “he advariced up the 
i ity Mountain, and bef ting the enemy: round With 
Anindemnity Mountain, and ‘belotting the cncmy round with 
offer'dand re- his army,did not only offer them life and libor- 
pected, ty, upon condition ‘ef laying down their ‘arins, 
tre people but intreated them, with dll che-courrefy,ima- 
tay maak ginable, to accept of the'indemnity'that was 
them, offer’d, apon an affurance that: ir, fhoyld be 
made ‘good. But they were not to be pre- 

vail’d upon; “and fo they were all put to the 

{word to the numbér-of eleven thowfand, and 

fix hundred perfons, | “There, cfcap'd not. fo 

much aa,one man of them: this ‘happen ‘don 

the ‘twenty feventh' of the month * Defjys, 

And thus were the Samaritans humbled... . 
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tie. June - 
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dying 





i, and thoufand. 


FLAVIUS 


dving that they were undone. The Romans 
had fufler’d toomuch in the fiege, to have any 
fenfe cf mercy or tendernefs upon the itorm. 
Some were thrown head-long down, in the 
heat of the action, from the top of the fort to 
the bottom ; others, that wanted neither good- 
will nor refolution to revenge themielves, 
Were prefs’d to death in crowds, or foreed 
down precipices, or daih’d to pieces with 
ruin trom over their heads. This was the 
eafe of feveral of Jofeph’s felect friends ; who 
chofe rather to dic by their own hands, than 
by the hand of an enemy ; and to lay violent 
hands on themfelves, when they could nor 
have the fatisfaction of taking a Roman along 
with them. This was ic chat mov’d divers ot 
them to withdraw together into a remote part 
of the city, and there to do the lait office one 
for another. 

Tuose of the guard that took che firft no- 
tice of the town’s being loft, got into a ccr- 
tain turret coward the north ; where they were 
aflaulted, and for a while made refittance: 
but being overborn with numbers, they offer’d 
to treat; and finding no terms would be al- 
low’d them, they were cut to pi¢ces upon the 
place, and tell like men of bravery and honour. 
‘This action clos’d the fiege ; and the day had 
pats’d without one drop of Roman blood, if 
it had not been tor the death of Anthony a 
centurion, Who was bafely and treacheroufly 
kill’d. There were feveral df the Jews chat 
fed into caves; and one of them call’d out to 
Antheny for quarter, and his right-hand upon 
it, us an obligation of honour for the per- 
termance of the condition. Anthony unwarily 
fireeching forth his right-hand for the Jew’s 
fatistaction, the other ftabb’d him into the 
groin with a fpear, and fo deftroy’d him. 

Tue Romans kill’d all they met that day, 
without {paring fo much as one man: and for 
fome days tollowing, they fearch’d all the 
hiding-places, vaults, and cellars they could 
hear off, for fugitives; putting all ro death 
they could lay hands cn, faving only women 
and children. The number of the prifoners 
was twelve hundred, ‘and of the flain from the 

egioning of the ficge to the end was forty 
Vefpafian order’d the city to be 
ras’d, and the caitles ro be all burnt. fora- 
pata, in fine, was taken the firft of the month 
** Panemus, in the thirteenth year of Nero: 
and this was the manner of taking it. 











CHAP. XIV. 

A firid fearch for Fofeph, dead cr alive. He 
aud forty more found conceal’d in a vault. Jo- 
Seph betray’d ky acoman. The general offers 
him quarter, Eec. Fefeph delivers himfelf up 
totke Remans. A geucrots exclamation againft 
Fofeph. The defperate refolution of the Fews. 
Fofeph deliberatcs with bis companions: The 
horrid inipiety of felf-murder. The Jews not 
to be veciaim’d. They draw lets for their lives. 
FYerh, and one more fubmit to lice. “Fofeph 
conducicd by Nicanor to Vefpafian: whe orders 
him to be kept clofe. WVefpafsan [peaks to Fofepb 
in private. Fofeph highly in favour with Ti- 
tus. Fofeph foretels the fucceffion of Vefpafian 


* ie. July. 


JOSEPHUS of 


Boox IIT. 


aad Titus to the empire. Vefpafian fecms not 
to beed it at fief, till the truth of the predidti~ 
on comes afterward to be confirm’d. Vefpafian 


returns to Ptolemais, and fo to Cefarea. 

HE Romans every where made a moft a ria 

| ‘Atrict and diligent fearch after Jofeph ; fearch for 
partly out of a perfonal animofity to him, and Jofeph, dead 
in part out of an officious forwardnefs to ob- °F #live. 
lige Vefpafian, who look’d upon him as the 
main fupport of the war. They fearch’d for 
him both among the dead and living, and in 
all places where the body of a man might be 
conceal’d. But it was his good hap, upon Jofeph and 
the taking of the town, to make his efcape forty more 
through the very middle of his enemies, and conc aan 
to gecat lait into an old deep pit, with a paf- 
fage that led out of it into a large cavern, 
which was not to be difcern’d from above. In 
this cave, Jofeph found forty eminent perfons 
under his own circumftances,’ with provifions 
about them for feveral days. Now the enemy 
being mafter of the whole country thereabouts, 
Jofeph was fain to keep clofe in the day-time; 
but went abroad ftill in the night, to obferve 
the enemies guards, and fee what poffibiliry 
there was of making an efcape. The watches, 
ic feems, were fo ftrict and vigilant, that there 
was no getting aways and that it was ‘for his 
fake too that they made this fcrutiny. Upon 
this, he went back again to his retreat, and 
there lay ftill a while. On the third day af- Jofeph be. 
ter this, he was berray’d by a woman that was tray’d by a 
taken up; and Vefpafian, immediately upon woman. 
7 : lop, Ya! 

this difcovery, fent two tribunes to him, Pau- eee 1 
linus and Gallicanus, to invite him out of his our of his 
hole; with an affurance, upon the geriéral’s hole, upon 
word and honour, that he thould’be fairly terms of fair 
treated. Jofeph durft not trnft fo far to rhe Jormph. 
Roman generofity, as to venture himfelf upon Sauies upon 








the gencral’s parole ; burt, being confcious’ to ir. 
himfelf of the mifchief he had done them, he 

had more reafon, he thought, to expecta re-~ 

venge than a favour; and fo excufed himfelf 

from complying with the propofal. Vefpafian, 

after this, fent him a third tribune, dne’Nica- 

nor, Jofeph’s old friend ‘and acquainrance. 

This Nicanor treated Jofeph‘at large,upon thie Nicanor. Jo- 
gencrous humanity of the victorious Romans feph’s old 
towards thofe they had fubdu’d: ‘affuring hima friend, rea- 
moreover, that they were fo fat from bearing [095 him in- 
him any ill-will for the hurt he had done them, plianca 
by the bravery and gallantry of ‘his’ conduct ; : 
that, on the contrary, ‘they: had a ‘high eftectin 

of him ‘for his virtues.’**¢-And befides, © fays 
Nicanor, what fhould Vefpafian need to ftand 
expoftulating with fofeph upon conditions, 

when he has it abfolucely in his pawerto do 
whatever he will with him already? Vefpafian 

loves a worthy man, and he'has.a mind to ob- - 

lige Jofeph, as a perfon of that charaéter, Or 

can you imagine now, that if the general had 

any mean and difhonourable vicw, he would 

ever have employ’d a friend ro execute. the 

office of a rafcal ; or have wrapt up fo black:a 

villany under fo illufttious a. ‘covert? Or do 

you think again, that even I myfelf, if had 

been put upon it, would ever have fubmitted 

to be an inftrument in ‘fo ‘foul a treachery ?” 
Notwithftanding the’ reafonablenefs of Nica- 

nor’s arguments, Jofcph ftill made difficulties 


of 
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The faldiers Of coming over, and hefitated fo lohg, that the 
Roman toldicrs had certainly in a rage fet fire 
to the cave, if Vefpafian had not reftrained 
them, by a fuggeition thathe was retolved to 


inrig "dat 
fotsph’s re- 
fufal. 


Jofeph calls 
to mind 


get Jofeph alive into his hands. 


Nicanor all 


this while continued to prefs Jofeph into a 
compliance, with inftances more and more: 
the rage and menaces alfo of the foldiers ftill 
enercaling with their number. . This brought 


to 


Jofeph’s mind certain dreams he had; 


dreams and whercin God had revealed to him the mifera- 


revelations Of ble calamities that were to betide the 


times patt. 


Jofeph deli- 
vers himfel€ 
up to the 
Romans. 


A gencrous 
inve€tive a-~ 
gainit Jofeph. 


Jews, 


and the profperity and greatnefs of the Ro- 
mans. For Jofeph had an extraordinary gift 
of expounding dreams, and the faculty of in- 
terpreting many of thote fecrets thar God had 
been pleafed to couch under veil and myftery. 
As he was a pricft himfelf, and of the facerdo- 
tal race, he was a perfon perfeétly well skill’d 
in the writings ot the holy prophets: and in 
this very inftanc, as if che {pirit of God- had 
taken poffeffion of him, the whole courfe and 
order of his vifions recurr’d to his mind; and 
particularly thofe horrid images that he had 


Jately feen, as well as the reit. 


And in this 


rapture, he addrefs’d himfelf in a praycr to 


almighty God to this effect, 


ac 


¢ 
a 
ce 
«cc 


“¢ Great God! 
(fays he) fince it is thy blefled will to de- 
prefs the Jews, and to exale the Romans, 
and to make me the inftrument to foretcl 
thy purpofe, I fabmit myfelf to thy provi- 
dence, and to the acceptance of my life up- 
on condition of rendring myfelf to the Ro- 
mans : butinthe prefence of thy facred ma~ 


jefty, I do likewife declare, that I do it as 


the minifter of thy good pleafure, and not 
as a betrayer of my country.” 
Josepx had no fooner furrendered himfclf 


to Nicanor, but all his companions in the cave 
came up to him,and attack’dhim with clamorous 


Inveétives and exclamations. 


6¢ What is be- 


“© come of the laws of our country, they cry’d, 
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© 
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“oe 
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ee 
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“ce 
«ce 
ce 
“e 
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ec 
«e 
ce 
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whe defpe- 
rate refolu- 
tion of the 
Jews. 


ac 
ac 


or of the honour of our profeffion ? ‘The 
fpirit of our anccftors, and that primitive 
vigour of the Jews, that with the firft 
breath of life drew in a contempt of death? 
and can Jofeph be fo fond of that life too, 
as ever to think of looking the fun in the 
face, and fee himfelf a flave? why does he 
not aét according to the doétrine and prac- 
tife he has taught? He has hitherto preach- 
ed and recommended liberty to others, and 
now renounces it himfelf. You were cer- 
tainly very much miftaken, they cry’d, in 
the meafures you took of true wifdom and 
courage; either if you could hope for quarter 
where you haye fo little deferv’d it, or if 
you can fink fo low as to accept of life up- 
on difhonourable terms. But however the 
fortune of Rome may fright you into a for- 
getfulnefs of yourfelf, it fhall never make 
us depart fromthe duty we owe to the good 
of our nation : and-we have yet hearts and 
{words ready to ftand by you in that quar- 
rel, . Or if you are otherwife refolv’d, you 
have it now at your choice, whether you 
will die a general of the Jews, orthe death 
of a coward and atraytor. Fallupon your 
own fword, and you do the former; or 
leave it to us, and it will be the latter: for 
the work is to be done however.” 

They had no fooner utter’d thefe words, 


but they all drew upon him, and threaren’d to 
kill him that inftant, if he fubmictted to the 
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Romats. Jofeph had fo fcrupulous a fear up- 
on him, leit he thould be taken off before he 
could acquit himfelf of what he had in charge 
from almighty God to communicate to the na- 
tion of the Jews, that he enter’d into a rea- 
foning of.the cafe in words to this cffect. 
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“ Wuart can be the meaning, my good 
friends and companions, of this defpcrate 
refolution you have taken of laying violent 
hands upon yourfelves, and of ‘fetting the 
two deareft friends in nature ‘at variance; 
the foul and the body? But am I chang’d, 
do youfay? Ask the Romans. Is it a glo- 
tious tate to die in war? Ic is fo undoubt- 
edly, if ic be in a war that is manag’d ac- 
cording to the law of arms: that is to fay, 
where a man falls by the hand of the con- 
qucror. Neither fhould I make any more 
confcience of killing myfelf than of defiring 
a Roman to do it; but yet if the Romans 
have a mind to {pare an enemy, ‘hall thar 
enemy on the other hand be fo cruel as not 
to {pare himfelf? Or fo foolifh, as to be 
more rigorousin his own cafe, than he would 
have ah encmy tobe. No man dies fo grear, 
’tis true, as he that facrifices his life to his 
liberty ; but then it muft be in arms, andin 
the aét of contending forit; and thar life 
taken away in the conteft, by the competi- 
tor that would take away that liberty. Bur 
we haveto do with anenemy at prefent that 
neither kills us, nor fights with us, for the 
quarrel is over. Now he is as faint-heart- 
ed a wretch that prefies to die when he 
fhould not, as he that is afraid to dic, when’ 
his honour calls him to it. And pray what: 
is it at laft but the fear of death that keeps 
us from going to the Romans? and fhall we 
caft ourfelves into a certain death one way, 
for fear of an uncertain death another? But: 
it is, you"ll fay perhaps, to avoid flavery: 
and do you reckon yourfelves now to be at 
liberty? But it is look’dupon as the part of 
a brave man to take away his own life with 
his own hand :. and what would you think 
of the mafter of a veflel now, that for fear 
ofa ftorm a coming, fhould fink his fhip be- 
fore ic comes? would you account that man 
a brave captain? to fay nothing of the af- 
front that is ofter’d to the common inftinét 
of providence in the nature of things; for 
the defire of felf-prefervation is a principle 
implanted in all living creatures; and tor 
any thing to deftroy itfelf, is contrary to na= 
ture, and confequently a facrilegious wick- 
ednefs againft God himfelf. ‘There is no 
creature that feeks or covets its own death, 
in oppofition to the univerfal impulfe of a 
defire to live: and therefore we pronounce 
thofe people our enemics, that would take 
away our lives, and punifh thofe that lic in 
wait to deftroy us. It is from God that 
we have receiv’d life, and itis to him again 
in his good time, that we are to render it: 
and what can be more provoking and un- 
grateful now, than the defpifing of his gifts? 
Our bodies are all mortal, and fo are the 
matcrials of which they are compounded : 
but the foul is a divine-particle, infufed in- 
to the fefh by God himfelf, and it can never 
die. If any man fhall imbezzle or abufe a 
depofitum betwixt man and man, we can fay 
nothing bad enough of him: now the foul 
is effectually but God’s depofitam: and fhall 
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Jofeph expo- 
ftulares the 
matter with 
his compani- 
ons. 


Againft felf 
murder, ; 


6 36 





‘The Jews not 
to be ree 


Claires: 


“© we prefume to rob the divine majefty, and 
“© chink to come off at laft without either _dif- 
covery or punifhment? We find it reafena- 
ble enough to punith run-away fervants, 
though it be from the worft of mafters: and 
fhall we at the fame time, that forfake a 
gracious and a rightcous God, pretend to 
jottify ourfelves? As for thofe that govern 
tnemielyes according co the inftinét of na- 
ture, and pay the debt of life back again to 
him that gave it, whenever he commands 
it; do not you know that everlaiting ho- 
nours attend the memory of thofe biefled 
fouls from generation to generation ; which, 
after a certain number of ages in the heaven- 
ly mantions provided for them, fhall return 
and animate bedies, pure like themfelves? 
whereas the deepeft pic of hell is referv’d tor 
feli-murdercrs; and God will revenge the 
iniquicies of the fathers upon the children in 
attcr ages. They are hatctul to God, and 
the wifiom of our great law-giver hath been 
{o tevere upon them, that the felf-murderer 
isnot allow’d burial till after fun-fer; though 
a privilege never deny’d to anenemy. A~ 
mongit the people of other nations, the 
right hands of them who kill chemfelves are 
cut off fromthe bodies of the dead, as arm'd 
again themtelves : for ic was reafonable 
that the hand that parted the foul and the 
body, fhosld be divided from the body it- 
{elf. Itis a great bleffing, my good tricnds, 
to make aright judgment of things, and not 
to render our condition worfe than it is, by. 
blafpheming and incenfing our maker. It 
we have a mind to live, what hinders us; 
for lite can be no difhonour to us, where 
we have given to many fignal proofs of our 
virtue? Burt if nothing will ferve us but 
* dying, Ict us fall by the hands of thofe that 
have conquered. I am not for going over 
to the enemy in fuch a manner, as to fool 
mvtelf out of my life, by doing the fame 
thing tomy dettruction, that 2 deferrer does 
to fave himfelt. If the Romans fhould be 
treachcrous and break faith with us, ir would 
be no more in fome reipecis, than whata 
bedy might honeitly with for; as it yiclds 
matter tor a tteddy and a generous mind to 
work upon; not only in the fuflerance, but 
inthe contempt of death: tor the very bafe~ 
nets of the peridy will be fome fort of com~- 
fort to us, when we conlider, that the au- 
thors cf our ruin have made themfelves in- 
famcus and cdious to eternity.” 

JoserH was in hope by this, and a great 
deal more that he faid to this purpofe, to 
have diverted his companions trom the impi- 
ous refolution of deftroying themfelves : but he 
tcund them deaf to all fober counfels, as men 
abfolutely devoted codettruétion ; and in fuch 
a tranfportof rage, that they prefs’d upon him 
with their fwords drawn one after another, and_ 
with menacing wordsand aétions, accompany’d 
with the vilejt reproaches in nature. In this cx~ 
tremity, Jofeph bchav’d with all che skill and 
addrefs imaginable, treating them one while 
inthe file and character of his commiffion ; 
(as authority carries a kind of reverence along 
wich it ) arguing with one man by his name, 
taking another by the hand, foliciting a third, 
reafoning with another: fo that in the conclu- 
fion, by this prudent application to the dif- 
tracted variety of humours, he diverted the 
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blow. Je was much with him, in fine, as it 
is with a wild beaft in the middle of a troop 
of hunt{men, that turns his head ftill to him 
that isnext. This did not hinder yet but that, 
when it came to the point of execution, feve- 
ral of the mutineers hearts fail’d them: and 
the veneration they had for their general made 
them drop their {words, cven in the depth of 
his diftrefs. 
Bur Jofeph aéted all this while, like a 
wife, as well as agood man; and cafting him- 
felf upon the providence of the Almighty, he 
determin’d at laft to put his life to the hazard. 
“ Well! fays he, fince death is the thing you 
‘€ are refolv’d upon, what have we more to 
“© do now, than to caft lots one after another 
‘© for our lives? and he ftill upon whom 
“¢ the lor falls to be kill’d by the next man 5 
‘¢ and fo every man to take his fortune round 
after this method. This will prevent che 
felt-murder; for it would be unreafonable, 
when part of us are dead, that any of the 
reit fhould repent and cf{eape.”” They were prey draw 
all pleas’d with the equity of the expedient : lors for rheir 
and {o according to the propofal they caft lors ; lives. 
and the perfens upon whom they fell, were 
fucceffively put to death by the next men: not 
doubting bur it would come to the general’s 
turn at Jaft, and pleating. themfelves with the 
hope of dying in his company; which they 
valued more than life itfelf. 
Ir came to this at laft (whether by fortune 
or by providence) that there was only Jofeph, 
and one more, remaining of the whole number. 
Hercupon Jofeph enter’d into this delibera-~ 
tion. “ If we caft lots once again, fays he, 
“ cither my friend mutt a me, or J ie pare 
** him, and dip my hand in the blood of m 
** countryman.’ So that Jofcph, in this dit. git 
ficulty, prevail’d with his companion to fubmit faubmit to 
tolive, upon his engagement for hisfecurity. live. 
Wuen Jofeph was now deliver’d out of all 
his troubles, as well from the Romans as from 
his own people, he gave himielf up to Nica+ 
nor; who conducted him to Veipatian. There 
was 2 prodigious multitude of people affem- 
bled together, who prets’d to ice him; and a 
ftrange contufion of humours. Some were o- 
verjoy’d thar he wastaken; others threatening 
him: fome crowding to get nearer him; and 
others, at a diftance, crying out for juftice up- 
on him as a publick enemy. They that were 
gotten near enough to obferve the perfon of 
the man, and at the fame time reflecting upon 
the wonderful things he had done, and the ftate 
of his prefent condition, were in amazementat 
the change, But, after all this, there was nor 
any one of the generals, how much focver pre= 
poilefs’d againit him before, but, upon the _. 
very fight of him, relentcd: Titus efpecially ; eau file 
who was a perfon, above all the reft, that had ie Jotech, 
the greateft cficem tor Jofeph’s character and 
perfon, and the infupcrable dignity of his mind 
in the worft of accidents ; comparing alfo whar 
he remember’d of him in the war, with what 
he faw of him now in the hands of his ene~ 
mies, he could not but make his obfervation 
upon the power of fortune, the variable chance 
of war, and the uncertainty of human affairs. 
Thefe were Titus’s thoughts of Jofeph: 
and he brought over all that heard him to be 
of the fame opinion; not cxcepring his own 
father, with whom he was very initrumental 
towards Jofeph’s prefervation. 
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Jofeph kepr 


Vespasran commanded Jofeph to b 
a clofé pri- Jofeph ¢ kept 


tee in clofe cuftody, as if he intended to fend him 
Velpafian tO Nero; who therenpomadcfired private confe- 
ipeaks with rence with him. Vefpafian, upon this intima- 
Jofeph in tion, ordered all out of the room but himfelf, 
Pea ‘Titus, and two friends, and then gave Rim 
his audience ; Jofeph delivering himfelf in 
terms to this cffect. “¢ Sir, fayshe, you have 
Jofeph fore- “* now in your hand Jofeph, a prifoner; and 
iels the fue- “* your prefent thought perhaps looks no far- 
cefon of |“ ther: but Iam here a meffenger fent by God 
vrs “ himfelf, about a matter that much more 
empire. ** concerns you: and if it had not been for 
this commiffion, F could not have been here 
at prefent, contrary to the duty of a Jewith 
general, alive, in the hand of an enemy. 
But what am I to be fent to Nero for, when 
Vefpafian himfelf is fo near the empire, that 
I can hardly diftinguifh betwixt Vefpafian 
and the emperor, or Cefar? befide that his 
fon Titus is to ‘fucceed him. Keep me as 
clofe as you pleafe, provided I may be Vef- 
pafian’s prifoner; who is not only my ma- 
iter, but in effect the lord of the univerfe. 
This is the truth of what I have in charge to 
deliver: and whenever ] fhall be found fo 
facrilegious an impoftor, asto make ufe of 
God’s name to a lye, make an example of 
me. - 

Trs difcourfe of Jofeph’s look’d fo like an 
invention to fave himfelf, that Vefpafiandid not 
{feem to give much heed to it at firft; till upon 
laying together certain -impulfes that he had 
himfelf, with other tokens and prediétions that. 
feem’d to favour what Jofeph had pro- 
phefy’d ; and then comparing this ftory with 
Jofeph’s exaétnefs in other cafes, he came by 
degrees to give entire credit to the prefage. 
Upon which, a friend and confident of V ef- 
palian’s (one of ‘the two above-mention’d in 
prefence) expoftulated with Jofeph about the 
credibility of what he had declar’d. ‘ If you 
“* are fo good at divining, fays he, how came 
** you to know nothing-of the deftruétion of 
‘* Jotapata,. and of your own imprifonment 5. 
“* which would have fav’d you a great deal of 
The truth of “ trouble? Well! fays Jofeph, I foretold the 
Jofeph’s pre- ** inhabirants very particularly what was to 
oe com“ befal the town and myfelf; that the 
AS “* former was to be deftroy’d upon the forty 
© feventh day, and that I myfelf wasto be taken 
** prifoner by the Romans.” Vefpafian caufed 
a ftri€t_ enquiry to be made in private, of the 
truth of thisrelation; which he found verify’d 
by the prifoners ; and fo came to have a better 
opinion of the reft. But Jofeph was notat all 
eas’d yet in the ftrictnefs of his reftraint ; but, 
to all other purpofes of accommodation: and 
convenience, treated with great courtefy and 
refpect, by Titus in a more peculiar man- 

ner. 
On the fourth of the month * Panemus, 
Vufpafian_re- Vefpafian. return’d to Prolemais, and. thence 
Ia o aos went to Cefarea on the fea-coaft; whichis the 
to Cofirea, » faireft city of Judea. ‘The greater part of the 
‘ inhabitants-were Greeks : fo that Vefpafian and 
his army were welcome upon. a double ac- 
count ;. partly out of the love they had for the 
Romans, and partly out of the averfion they 
had for the Jews. ‘The latter were fo violent, 
that they prefs’d Vefpafian with clamorousim- 
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portunities to put Jofeph todeath. ‘The gene. 
ral confider’d this tumultuary addrefs, only as 
the aét of a rath multitude 5_ and fo difmifs’d 
the petitioners without an anfwer. He look’d 
upon it as a commodious Winter-quarter, and 
fo lodg’d two legions in it; fending the tenth 
and the fifth legions to Scythopolis, out of a 
tendernefs not to overcharge Cefarea. This 
town is fituatc upon a plain near the fea, ex- 
tremely hot in the fummer, and temperate in 
the winter. 


CHAP. XV. 


Foppe a den of thieves and mutineers. Vefpafian 
takes the town by furprize. The inhabitants 
put themfelves aboard their fhipping. The de-~ 
Seription of Foppe. A furious Srorn.  Sfoppe 
taken the fecond time by the Ronians. The ca~ 
Stile fortify’d and garifon’d. Not a man left 
alive upon the place. FeYeph faid tobe fam, 
and univerfally lamented: but when they found 
him living, a in bse with the Romans, be 
was as much envy’d and detefted, as he was 
before efteemd. e ne 


ane was now a 


tude of 
them revolters from the Romans, and part fu« 
gitives out of fome conquer’d cities of the 
Jews. This rabble fell to work upon the re- 
building of Joppe, which Ceftius had demo- 
lith’d; and for want of fubfiftence in the coun+ 
try, which he had laid watte, they refolv’d to 
try their fortunes at fea, and put out with a 
fleet of privateers ; fcouring Syria, Phenicia, 


prodigious multi- 


‘and the coafts of Egypt ; pillaging. all traders 


in thofe feas, and wholly obftruéting the com- 
merce. Wefpafian, being well inform’d what 
they were a doing, fent a body of horfe and 
foot to Joppe; which being loofely guarded, 
they enter’d the town in the night with much 
eafe. The inhabitants were fo diforder’d upon 
this furprize, that, without daring to attempt 
any thing upon the Romans, they went all a- 
board in a-hurry, and lay that night off at fea, 
fomewhat more than a bow-fhot from the 
town. 

As to the defcription of the place, it is a 
fea-town without any manner of port; the fhore 
fteep and craggy, withtwo pointed rocks, one 
on each fide, ftretching out a good Way into 
the fea, and a livtle bending, in the form of a! 
half-moon ;_ which makes a very tempeftuous 
fea therein foul weather, Here are the marks 
ftill to be feen of Andromeda’s chains, for the 
credit of the old fable. A crofs wind upon 
that quarter dafhes ‘the waves and the rocks to- 
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people got together, part of Nets 


Vefpafian 
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The inhabi- 
tants put 
themfelves a- 
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fhipping. 


The defcrip~ 
tion of Joppé 


gether'in fo dreadful a manner,. that nothing A furious 


can bemore hideous or dangercus: 

Wuite the men of Joppe wete tiding in 
this ftation, there arofe afurious ftorm’ by break 
of day; which is known to the people ‘of ‘the 
place: by the name of thé Black-north: This 
wind batter’d their veffels.to pieces ;. fome a- 
gainft one another, others againft the rocks: 
and then. there were great: numbers of .them, 
that, labouring againft the tide to put’to fea, 
were over-turn’d and fwallow’d up. So that 
their choice was certain death, --cither to fly or 


ftay: 


ftorm, 


638 


ta 


& 


me plore 


° 


(blu 














we 


FLAVIUS JOSEPHUS of 


ftay: the one for the rocks, the other for the 
enemy. ‘This was their condition, betwixt 
the winds at fea, and the Romans a-thorc. 
The fhricks and outcries of the people, and 
the clattering ot the vetlels, was a mott difmal 
hearing: but upon the whole, fome were 
drown’d ; others dy’d a-board the wrecks: 
fome fell upon their fwords, as it it had been 
to prevent the fea; feveral were wafh’d away 
by the billows, «nd beaten to pieces againtt 
the rocks; till the water was difcolour’d with 
the bleed, and the whole ccaft cover’d with 
dead bodies: the foldiers waiting allthis while 
upon the land, to difpatch thofe that were dri- 
Ven a-thore. ‘They reckon’d, in fine, upon 
four thoufandrwo hundred bedics caft up with 
the tide. 

Tre Romans being now matters of Joppc, 
without being arthe expence of a batrle, they 
ras'd ittothe ground: and this was the fecond 
time of their taking itinavery fhort time. But 
Velpaiian, fortearic might come tobe aneft of 
pirates yet once again, tortity’d the caitle, and 
put into it a toot-gariton fufficient to maintain 
it; leaving there alfo a conlidcrable body of 
herfe, to fcour, burn, and lay wafte all the 
towns, villages, and country thereabouts 3 
which orders day after day were executed ac- 
cordingly. 

Wcew the news of Jotapata’s being taken 


** came to Jerufulem, the ftory was fo extraor- 


dinarv, and the fact fo ill artetted, that little 
or no credit was given to it. Now there was 
not, in truth, fomuchas one man of the place 
lett alive to carry the tidings: but the fame 
ot it fpread among the neighbourhood, as ill 
news commonly Ays fwittly. Buthow doubt- 
tul foever it mighr feemat firit, it came by lit- 
tle and little to pafs tor current; and to fuch 
a degree of credir, that people believ’d more 
than all, and fwallow’d the whole truth with 
additions. ‘For ir was confidently given out, 
thar, upen the taking of the city, Jofeph was 
flain, to the infinite affliction of Jerufaiem, and 
of all that was contiderable in thatcity. Some 
vere lamented by particular families; others 
by friends, relations, or thcir own people: 
but the general, being a publick lofs, was the 
furject of an univerfal mourning: infomuch, 
that tor thirty davs there was no intermiffion 
ot lorrow, and no coft {par’d for the celebra- 
tion of the funeral ceremony and pomp, But 
when time brought truch to light, and gave 
the world the hittory of Jotapata juft as it was 
in tact: that is to fay, when ic came to be 
known that Jofeph was not dead as reported, 
bur yer living, and in fo great credit with the 


in Romans, that their generals, inftead of treat- 


ing him as a flave, crown’d him with all the 
honours they could confer upon him ; the ve- 
neration they had for him, while they look’d 
upon him to be dead, was now turn’d into the 
moft virulentenvy and hatred. How many co- 
wards and traytors did they call him for a- 
bandoning the caufe! And how did the whole 
city join with his detractors in the calumny 
and reproach! It is the part and practice of 
wife men to make ufe of one misfortune for a 
precaution againft another, and to keep them- 
felves upon their guard: but thefe people, on 
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the contrary, when they are once out of their 
way, purfuc their crror, and make the end of 
one mifchief the beginning of another. At this 
rate the Jews were now tranfported into a 
greater rage againit the Romans thanever; as 
ifthe wreaking of their malice upon them, were 
the neareft way to their revenge upon Jofeph. 
Thefe were the troubles of Jerufalem at this 
time. 











CHAP. XVI. 


Azggrippa treats Vefpafian and his army twenty 
days at Cefarea Philippi. News of Tiberias 
and Tarichee, that the one is wavering, and the 
other revolted. Wefpafian orders fome troops to 
Scythopolis, and encamps at Ennabris, within 
Sight of the rebels. The general gives Valerian 


hts tnfirucions, to [peak them fair. The faki- 
on falls upon Valerian by furprize. Vefpafian 


at the inftance of Agrippa, pardons the 
affront. Trajan takes poffeffion of the caftle. 
Vefpaffan marckes up to the city, and is re 
cav'd with acclamations. 


ING Agrippa having invited Vefpafian 

to pafs away a little time with him in his 
country, and to bring his army along with 
him, partly out of generofity and kindnefs, 
and partly in hope by his means to bring fome 
mutinous malecontents into better order, the : 
general embraced the motion with great re- Agrippa : 
ipeét, and marched from Cefarea upon the fea fian and he 
coaft to Cefarea Philippi; where he ftaid twen- army enty 
ty days, refrefhing himfelf and his troops, and days at Cefa- 
giving God thanks with feafting and rejoycing 16% Philippi. 
2 5 5 2 JOYCINE News of Ti- 
for the bleffings of his fuccefies. Vefpafian herias and 
wasthere given to underftand, that Tiberias Tarichee, 
was at that time wavering, and Varichee al- that the one 
ready revolted; both places being dependen- 6 Yoverings! 
cies upon the kingdom of Agrippa, he thought revolted. 
he could not have a fairer opportunity of ac- 
knowledging his obligations to Agrippa, than 
by reducing thofe people to their allegiance, 
eipecially being refolved within himfelf to 
prefs hard upon the Jews. So he fent away Vefpafian or- 
his fon ‘Titus for the troops that were quar-ders fome 
ter’d, at Cefarea,to bring them to Scythopolis; gO°Ps Fe 

2 : * cy thopolis. 

a place not far from Tiberias, and much the ‘Ay encamps 
largeit town in the canton of Decapolis. Wef- at Ennabris, 
patian got thither firft, and there ftaid for his within fight 
fon: advancing afterwards with three legions % the rebels 
within thirty * furlongs of Tiberias, and there 
encamped at a place call’d } Ennabris, within 
fight of the rebels. From thence he order’d The general 
out Valcrian, a captain, with fifty horfe, to try 81"° oe 
what might be done with fair words towards f-.@ions to 
the bringing of them to theirduty. His inftruc- freak them 
tions were to tell them, that the general took fair. , 
the people to be peaceably enough inclin’d, if 
it were not for fome feditious incendiaries 
that were among them. When Valerian was 
come upalmoft to the town, he alighted from 
his horfe, and commanded his companions to 
do the like, thatthcre might be no colour of 
any jealoufy of an ill intention. The faftion, The faction 
under the command of Jefus the fon of Tobias, a Por 
a captain of a band of robbers, fell furionfly jarprice: : 
upon Walcrian and his people, without giving 


* Thirty furlongs (as has been before obferved) amounted to three Englifh miles and three quarters, and forty 


five geometrical paces. 
7 Gr. Sivragecs. 
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them time fo much as to fpeak one word. Va- 
lerian was not a little furprized at the affront ; 
burdurft not however engage with them, con- 
trary to his general’s order ; even tho’ hé had 
been fure to have got the better of them: be~ 
fide, that there was no venturing a battle up- 
on that odds. Valerian, in fine, and five of 
his men, made their efcapes a-foor, being 
torced to leave their horfes behind them; 
which Jefus and his crew carry’d off intriumph 
into the town, as the trophies of a victory ra- 
ther than a {candalous booty. 

Tue mean and unmanly coarfenels of this 
a€tion put the fenfible and the fober men of the 
town into fuch an apprehenfion for fear of a 
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that place would be a work of time. For it 

was wonderfully ftrong both by art and na- 

ture 5 and befide, that it was fortify’d by the 

lake of Genezareth, it was look’d upon as the Tarichee 
receptacle of all the defperate turbulent people 2 nurfery of 
of the faétion. It ftands like ‘Tibcrias, upon “Gditleuspco- 
a mountain; and Jofeph had run upa ftrong ‘The ftrength 
wall round about it, fave only on the lake and fituation 
fide: but fomewhat lefs than that of Tiberias, of the place. 
At the beginning ofthe revolt, rhere wanted 

neither men, monies, nor provifions for the 


‘making of it impregnable : and there was over 


and above to fpare alfo, for Tarichee. The 
belicgers had likewife a fleet of armed boats in 
readinefs upon the lake, for a retreat, in cate 


revenge, that they went prefently out to the! ofa blow at land, or to ferve for anaval fight, 
Roman camp, under the countenance and con-j if there fhould be occafion. 

duct of king Agrippa, and caft themfelves at} Wuuite the Romans were fortifying an 
Vefpafian’s tect tor mercy and pardon; beg-j intrenching, Jefus and his fellows made a tu- 
ging of him not to impute the crimes of parti-j rious attack upon them; fcatter’d the pioncers, 
cular perfons to the whole body of a people,!and overthrew a good pare of their works, 
that never wanted veneration for the Romans; without any dread cither of the Roman difci- 
and likewife to fpare the innocent, and punifhj pline, ortheirnumbers. But upon the Romans 
the authors and promoters of the defection. | advancing toward them in a grofs body, they 
Vefpatian could hardly forgive the town the! got off fate to their party without any damage ; 
feizure of the horfes; but however, for Agrip-| the Romans purfuing them tothe lake, where 


d The faction 
breaks in up- 
on the Ro- 
man pioneers, 


The Romans 


7efpafian 
fee in- pas fake, andupon his mediation, he granted! they caft themfelves a-board their veflels; and purfuing the 
ftance of A~ their requeft. So foon as Vefpatian had par-| when they were gotten out of the reach of the fee ee 
gCpPay Pare don’d them, Jefus and his crew did not think | Roman darts and arrows, they came to an an- ping. P 
Poise it requifite to continuc any longer at'Tibcrias ;! chor; and there they lay ranged in as good 

» and fo they mov’d off to Tarichee. | order of battle againit their encmies a-fhorc, as 
Trajan takes | WESPASIAN fent Trajan the day following!if they had been drawn up in form for a com- 
pofiefion of with a party of horfe, to take pofieffion of the j bat. 
me callie: caftle, and to found the common people if they]! Wurre this was a doing, Vefpafian had an A vaft num- 
pia Sa up were of the fame peaceable diipofition with; account brought him of a great body of Jews b& alors 
tothe city, their deputies. Upon finding that they were | gather’d together onthe next plain ; and there- 7G time 
andisre- well difpos’d, Vefpafian march’d up to the} upon fent out his fon with a detachment of fix fent out for 


ceiv’d with 


acclamations, 


Vefpafian en- 


city with his whole army; the citizens open- 

ing their gatcs to bid him welcome, and re-; 
ceiving him upon the way with gratulations 

and acknowledgments, as their benefactor and 

protcctor. But the gates being too narrow tor 

the troopsto marchat liberty, Vefpafian caufed 

apart of the fouth-wall to be beaten down, 

to widen the paflage ; but with a command, 
upon the uttermoft penalry, not to offer any 
fort of violence tothe people whatfocver. This 
was tor Agrippa’s fake, he faid; and fo it 
was alfo, that he fpar’d the remainder of the 
wall, upon the king’s undertaking tor the pco- 
ple’s good behaviour forthe time tocome. ‘This 
was the end, for the prefent, of the troubles 
of Tiberias. 





CHAP. XVII. 
Vefpafian encamps betwixt Tiberias aud Tarichee. 


hundred choice horfe for difcovery. Titus 
march’d, and finding himfelf fo mightily over- 
number’d, fent an exprefs to his father that he 
had occafion for an enforcement. This vatt 
multitude ftagger’d feveral of the party; but 
‘Titus finding the greater partof his men chcar- 
ful and hearty, in defpite of all incquality and 
difproportion, he took up a ftanding where 
he might beit be heard, and fpokc to his fol- 
diers after this manner: 

“ Romans, fays he, for I cannot begin 
my difcourfe more aufpicioufly than by put 
ting you in mind of your race, and by tcl- 
ling you whence and what you are, and 
whom you have todo withal. Asto the 
Romans, the whole world allows them tobe 
invincible upon undeniable proof and cxpe- 
rience: and I have this to fay for the Jews 
too, that though they have been often van- 
quifhed, they would never own themielves 


difcovery. 


‘Titus to his 
foldicrs. 


Larichee a nurfery of feditious people.- Thel« robe overcome ; fo that we have no more 
Strength and fituation of the place. The fattion| « 4 do, than to ftand as firm at leaft in our 
breaks in upon the Roman pioneers, The Ro-|« profperity as they do in their adverfity. I 


mans pirfue the Fews up to their foipping, A 
waft number of Fews ina body, and Titus fent 
out for difcovery. Litus’s fpeech to his foldiers. 
The utter deftrudion of the fews. A violent 
faction in the citys Titus within hearing of it, 
makes advantage of the occafion. Titus enters 
the town by the lake, and carries all before him. 
Titus fends his father an account of the action, 
and orders the building of fbips to look after the 
fugitives. 

ESPASIAN was now gone from Ti- 


read chearfulnefs and courage in the very 
faces of you, and it joys me to fee it: but 
yet I am uneafy fometimes, for fear the vatt 
numbers of your enemies fhould ftrike a fe- 
erct damp into that refolution. Wherefore 
let every man duly confider his own force, 
and that of his adverfary. ‘The Jews, ’tis 
true, are generally bold, and fearlefs of 
death ; but utterly unacquainted with mili- 
tary conduét and difciplinc, and may be more 
properly called a confus’d rout than an ar- 


ce : whereas nothing can be more regular, 


camps be- berias, and encamped betwixe that and} “ my r 

pee Tarichee ; where he fortify’d his camp with a] “ or inftructive,than our order and experience. 
as an ‘a= : ‘ 2 s ~ i 

tichee, Wall, reputing with himfelf that the taking of “* What are we ga ae for the oie a 
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‘* arms in time of peacc, if it docs not help us 
‘© to fupply che want of numbers, by’skill and 
“© addreis? Or, what’s the benefit of a perpe- 
“ cual exercife of war, if it gives us no advan- 
“cage over men that are raw and unexpe- 
“ yienc’d? Do but confider what it is to en- 
“© gage naked men with men in arms, foot with 
** horfe; men that underitand nothing of go- 
“ vernment, with eminent commanders; and 
“* chat we are as good as double the number 
“¢ we appear to be, at chat rate of advantage, 
“© and the enemy not half fo ftrong as we take 
them for. It is not number alone that does 
“° the bufinefs in war, let the combatants be 
“© never fo ftout; but true courage, as we fee 
“every day, docs wonders with a few: for 
“© moderate numbers are manageable to the 
beit advantage of the party; but great bo- 
dies are liable to diforder and confufion, 
and more mifchievous to themfelves many 
times than ancnemy. The daring, defpe- 
rate, and brutal fiercenefs ot the Jews docs 
a greatdeal; I mult confefs, in a profperous 
courfe of fortune ; but, upon theleaft check 
of a difafter or difappointment, that impe- 
tuous ardour abates and comes to nothing: 
whereas virtue, relignation, obedience, and 
truc valour, will fupport usin all our for- 
tunes good or bad, without ever pufling us 
up, or deceiving us. Belide that we have 
a greater inrerett at ftake than the Jews; for 
theirs is only a popular quarrel, for liberty, 
and their country; but we contend for glo- 
ry, and tor the fame of an immortal memo- 
ry; and not without fome indignation nci- 
ther, after che conqueft of the whole world 
befide, to find ourfelves hamper’d in a com- 
“ petition wich the Jews. You may obferve 
* again, even in cafe of the worft, thar we 
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being fure to be well feconded with fo ma- 
ny of our allies, fo ftrong, and fo near us. 
But what have we more to do now than to 
anticipate the victory, and ingrofs the honour 
of it to ourfelves, without waiting for the 
enforcement we expeét from my father? 
the glory will be the greater when it comes 
home to us entire, without fharing. The 
point at prefent in qucftionis no lefs than the 
character of my father, myfelf, and my fel- 
low-foldiers ; that is to fay, whether or no 
“© my tather deferves the honour the world has 
“© done him. And am not I his fon then, and 
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“* been fo wonted to victory, that I fhould 


‘© never dare to look himin the face again at- 
terI had been once vanquifhed ; and would 
‘¢ not you be as much afham’d of a repulfe on 
the other hand, where the gencral Icads the 
way? The firtt poft of danger fhall be mine ; 
fo but you itand by me, and commit the reft 
to God’s providence: only remember what 
Ttcli you, that a clofe fight will be moftly 
to our advantage.” 

Tue foldicrs were fo elevated, and fo he- 
roically difpos’d upon this difcourfe, that it 
look’d as if they had been infpir’d with quite 
another foul. Only Trajan’s coming up with 
four hundred Hore before the battle, put 
them a little out of humour, to think of having 
partners in the glory of the day. Vefpafian at 
the fame time fent Antonius Silo, with two 
thoufand archers, to take pofleffion of » moun- 
tain over againft the town, and to beat the de= 
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fhall run nogreat risk neither in the contcft ;_ 


are not you my foldiers? My father hath’ 
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tendants from the wall; which was perform’d 
accordingly. ‘Titus, having a mind to be 
thought ftronger than he was, drew up his ar- 
my in a line to anfwer the front of the encmy 3; 
and was the firft man himfelf that charg’din up- 
ontheir body ; hismen following him withex- 
ultations and outcries, The Jews were not 2 
little furpriz’d at the boldnefs and manner of 
this atrack; yet for fome inconfiderable rime 
fuftain’d the fury of it, till they were beaten 
down, and trampled upon by the horfe; and 
fo difpers’d, fhifting away into the city the 
beft they could, a great many being kill’d up- 
onthe place. ‘Titusall this while prefling up- 
on the backs of fome of them, croffing upon 
others, and cutting them over their faces, 
overtaking fome, and forcing others back again 
that made for the walls, and tumbling them 
one overanother; infomuch that few or none 
efcap’d, but thofe that got into the town. 

Tuere happen’d at this time a terrible fac- A violent 3 
tion in the city, betwixt the natives and the ae zoe 
ftrangers: the former were uncafy both for") 
their own fakes and for the city’s. They were 
ever againft the war, they faid, but yet thcir 
greatedt quarrel was the ill fuccefs. But the 
{trangers, that were very violent and numcrous, 
broke out into clamours and outrages, as if they 
were already at daggers-drawing. ‘They were 
fo loud in the city, and Titus fo near the wall; 
that he was within hearing of them, and up- 
onthat occafion, call*d out to his men: ¢* The 
“¢ time is come, my fellow foldiers, fays he, hearing of ir, 
“¢ if we haye but the hearts to make ufe of it ; and improves 
‘tor God hath deliver’d up the Jews into the eccaion. 

ourhands, and we may havea victory for the 
taking ofitup. Do you not hear what dif- 
cord and contention is among the very men 
that have efcap’d ourhands? the city is our 
own, if we do not flip the opportunity. But 
this is abufinefs that requires refolution as 
well as difpatch; and great things are not 
to be done without hazard. Why do we 
not take the advantage of this mortal ani- 
mofity, and fall upon them before their ne- 
ceffitics force them to unite? and why do 
we not full uponthem too, before our aux- 
iliarics come up, to rob us, not only of the 
credit, but of the profit alfo of the action? 
for,befide the reputation of fo gallant an ex~ 
ploic with fuch a handful of men, we fhall 
., bave both the credit and the fpoil to our~ 
© felves.” 
Wauru thefe words he mounted his horfe, Titus enters 
and gallop’d away to the Jake; where he was the town oe 
the firfl man that enter’d the town, and his te 
troops tollow’d him. The defendants were fore him. 
{truck with fuch an aftonifhment at the bold- 
nefs of this enterprize, that not a man had the 
heart cither to oppofe his perfon, or to obftruét 
his paflage. Jcflus and his companions made 
away into the fields; fome fled toward the 
lake, and fellinto the very mouths of the Ro- 
mans; others endeavour’d to fave themfelves * 
by chcir boats, but were cut off by the way: , 
others again, by fwimming, but funk in the 
attempt; and the flaughter was yct more ter- 
rible inthe town. The ftrangers that could 
not get off with Jcfus, made fome retiftance 5 
but the natives none at all; in hope that the 
Romans would conlider them as only paffive 
in the cafe, and fore’d into the war contrary 
to their judgment and inclination, 

So foon as Virus had matter’d and deftroy’d 

the 
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the faétion, he gave quarter to the natives. | higheft degree, and by a ftrange felicity of the 
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"Tirns fends 
his farher 


notice of the 


exploit. 


The town being now _ taken, thofe upon the 
lake withdrew as far from the enemy as they 


could ; and Titus immediately fent-a party of 


horfe exprefs to. his father, with the welcome 
tidings of this glorious exploit : for the. main 
difficulty of the war was look’d upon to_be 
now over in the reducing of this city. The 
next thing Titus did, was the appointing of a 
ftriét guard round about the city, and fetting a 
watch upon all the avenues to prevent cfcapes. 
The day following he went to the lake, and 


climate, every thing profpers there; as nuts, 
palms, figs and olive-trees, that flourifh here 
in perfeétion, though they require aquite dif- 
ferent temperature of air in the nature of 
them; which looks as if providence took de- 
light in this place.to. reconcile contradiétions ; 
and as if the very feafons themfelves were in 
a competition which fhould be moft obliging. 
And the produétion of ftrange varieties of ex- 
cellent fruit is not all neither, but the con- 
ferving of them fo long quick and found is an- 


order’d veffels to be built, and fent out in pur- 
fuit of thofe who had got off that way. Thefe 
boats were quickly; made ready;: for they had 
‘workmen and materials in abundance at hand. 


other ‘curiofity. . Figs.and grapes hold in feafon 

there ten months-in the year, and other fruits 

the whole year about. And the place is not 

more famous for a delicious air, thanitis for a . 
cryftalline flowing fountain, called by the na- The fountain 
tives Capernaum. :. Some take jit for. a little gut of Capernaum 
of the Nile, becaufe of a. certain + fifh in it, 
that isno where elfe to be found but. in Alex- 
andria.. ‘The length. of the country: along the 
lake is. thirty + furlongs, and the breadth 
twenty, -Let this.fuffice: for a.defcription of 
the. place. “eg oo 


And orders 
veflels to be 
puilt ro look 
afrer the fu- 
gitives. 





CHAP. XVIL 
The quality and defcription of the lake of Geneza- 
vetb. The river Jordan, with the bead and 
courfe of it. Genexareth famous for fruits and. 
plants. The fountain of Capernaum. 
HE lake of Genezarcth is fo called 
fromthe country aboutit, The breadth 
of it is forty * furlongs; the length an} hun- |. 
dred; the water is fweet and potable, much 


The qualit 
and define 
tion of the 
lake Geneza- 
reth. 





CHAP. XIX. 


The river 


Jordan, with river 


clearer than fen-waters generally are, and vaft- 


Jy preferable both in tafte and colour. It lies 


upon agravel, and fo more conveniently to be 
‘drawn, aod gentler than either a river.ot a 
fountain water. 
cold,that the people of the place cannot warm 
it by fetting it in the fun in the hottett feafon 
of the year. It hath in it great varicty of 
fith ; which, for tafte and fthape, are not to be 
found any where elfe; and the river. Jordan 
runs thro’the middle of it. ‘The + head of this 
has been thought to be Panion; but, in 


the headand trath, it pafles hither under ground; and the 


courte of it. 


\ Genezareth 
famous for 
fruits and 
plants, 


from the country that furrounds it, 


fource of itis Phiala, an hundred ** and twen- 
ty furlongs from Cefarea, a little on the right 
hand. and not much out of the way to, Tra- 
chonis. It is called Phiala, from the round 
figure of it; and the water in it ftands always 
at a ftay; the bafon brimful, without either 
thrinking or overflowing. ‘The firft difcovery 
of this fecret was 
'rachonis, by-cafting ftraws into Phiala, thet 
caine out again at Panion, which till chat time 
was taken for the head of the Jordan. 


moft magnificently beautify’d and enrich’d by 
the royal bounty of Agrippa. ‘This river, 1n 
fine, that {cems to take its original from this 
recefs, crofles.the bogs and fens of the lake Sc- 
mechonitis: and, aftcr a courfe of an hundred 
and twenty ° ftrléngs farther, paffes under the 
cityof Julias, arid Jo over the lake of Gene- 
zareth a great way into the defart, till ic dif- 
embogues itfelf into the lake of Afphaltitis. 
Tis lake takes the name of Genezareth 
which is 
fruitful and agreeable to admiration. 
the fertiliry of the foil, 
amifg to its belide chat ic is improv’d by the 


And with all this it is fo: 





from Philip the tetrarch of 


This 
Panion is naturally lovely by fituation, but 


As to 
there is no plant comcs 


Vefpafian encotnters the enemy upon the lake. The 
miferable frate of the Fews. Vefpafan calls a 
great council, where fentence is pafs'd upon the 
prifoners.” 


: WV ‘HEN! Vefpafian’s boats were all ready, Vefpafian en- 
i “he went aboard himfelf, and took as counters the 


many-men.along with him, as he thought fuf- ore lekee eis 


ficient to deal with rhe fugitives that-had fhift- 
ed away tothe lake: fo that there was no pof- 
fibilicy of theirefcaping ; for the whole coun- 
try a-fhore was their enemy, and they were 
in no condition upon the water for a fea-fight: 
their boats being rather for piracy than com- 
bat, and neither of a fize nor of a ftrength to 
come to a fhock with the Romans: befide 
that they were better mann’d,and in better or- 
der. Ali they could do was by infults,fome- 


‘times at a diftance, and fometimes near at 


hand; one while pclting them with ftones, The mifr- 
another whilc provoking them to handy ftrokes; able ftate of 
while they themfelvcs were the greatcit fuffe- the Jews. 
rers both ways {till ; for the Romans being well 

arm’d, the ftones made only a noife and a clat~ 

ter where they fell, without doing any exccu- 

tion; while the other lay open and cxpos’d to 

the Roman arrows: or, if they attempted 

any thing nearer hand, they were cut off be~ 

fore they could effect it; their boats over- 

turn’d, and their men drowned, The enemy 
difpatch’d fome of them at a diftance with their 

darts; others they boarded, and deftroy’d 

with their fwords: fome again were hemm’d 

in, and taken, veficls and all, as they were 

lock’d up betwixt the two fleets. | As for thofe 

that were tumbled over-board, and dabbling 

for life, they could no fooner thew. their heads 

above watcr, but they were immediately taken 

off by a lance, or overerun by the encmics 

boats and funk: or if any of them in the rage 


skill and induftry of the inhabitants to the | of their defpairs did butmake toward their _ad- 


* Forty furlongs were five Englifh miles, 


and fixty geometrical paces, 


+ An hundred furlongs were twelve Englifh miles and an half, and an hundred and Ly! gemetrical paces. 
¢ 


: Others muke this river to have two heads, the one-call’d Jor, and the other Dan, 


Steph. Byz. y. Tlavie. 


** An hundred and twenty furlongs were fifteen Englifh mil 


is, almoft a quarter. are 
i See the Greck Koeyxir@ insur. 


| Thirty furlongs were equivalent to ; : 
and twenty Farlongs to two Lnglihh miles.and an half, and thirty geometrical paces, as 
ferved. 


¢ Berkelius’s notes upon 


es, and an hundred and eighty geometrical paces, that 


three Englith miles and three quarters, and forty five geometrical paces 5 


has been frequently before ob - 


yerfarics 
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verfarics, they were fure to have their hands 
or their heads chopp’d off. There was nothing, 
in tine, to be teen, but death and deftruction 
in all the varieties of horror, till chey were to- 
tally broken and routed, prefling through the 
middle of their enemies to get a-fhore. In this 
contufion,there were abundance of them kill’d 
upon the water, great numbers more at land ; 
and nothing to be feen upon the lake, or the 
borders of it, but blood and carcafles; for not 
aman ctcap’d. Thefe putrid bodies in a few 
days tainted the air,toiuch a degree of malig- 
nancy, that the cafe was not only dreadful to 
the iufferers of the calamity, but offenfive to 
the very actors themfelves. “his was the iflie_ 
of the naval battle, and the whole number of 
the flain in both aétions, (that in the city, and 
this upon the lake) amounted to fix thoufand 
and five hundred pertons. 

Whew the fight was over, Wefpafian took 
his place upon the tribunal ; and feparating the 
ftrangers that were the caufe of the war irom 
the natives, who were only paffive in it, he 
call’d a great council of his officers about him, 
to contider what was to be done with thefe 
people, and whether or no they were to be 
treated all alike. The council was againtt the 
faving of the ftrangerss for they wouldnever 
be quiet, they daid, as they had no home to 
truti to, and would be dangerous and trouble- 
fome to any prince whatfoever that fhould re- 
ceive them. Vefpafian was throughly fatisfy’d 
that they deferv’d to dic, and thatthey would 
rebel egainit their prefervers 5 but the difficul- 
tv wes, in what manner to get rid of them; 
for the inhabitants would lay it to heart to 


ice fo many people put to death, alter a promife 
of quarter upon their mediation; belide Vef- 
pafian’s {cruple,upona point of honour and juf- 
tice,of breaking faith with his prifoners. “But 
his council infifted upon it, that he was not 
ty’d up to thofe punttilio’s with the Jews; 
and that where itri€t honefty and policy are 
inconfiftent, the common good ought to have 
the preference. Wefpafian was over-rul’d by 
his friends, and gave the ftrangers leave to de- 
part, upon condition they kept che way that 
led to Tiberias. People are apt to believe 
what they with; and in this confidence they 
march’d for Tiberias, without the leaft appre~ 
henfion of any violence in their paffage, cither 
upon their perfons or goods. Now the Ro- 
mans had fo befet the way that it was impofli-~ 
ble for a foul to efcape. When they had them 
in the town, thcy made them all prifoncrs, 
Vefpafian caufing them afterward to be fhut up 
in the amphitheatre, where he order’d both 
old and young, to the number of twelve hun- 
dred, that were not able to bear arms,to be put 
to death; fix thoufand of the ftrongett body’d 
mer among them to be fent away to the Ifth- 
mus to Nero. Thirty thoufand tour hundred 
were fold for flaves, befide what Vefpafian 
gave to Agrippa, whom he left at liberry to 
do what he would with, as being his own tub- 
jects; but the king fold them too. The ret 
were ‘Trachonites, Gaulanites, Hippenians, 
and a great many Gadarites; moft of them in- 
cendiarics and fugitives,and promoters of war, 
becaufe they could not live in peace. They 
were taken upon the cighth of the month 
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CHAP. I 


The fiege of Gamala, and the manner of it; with the fituation and friength of the city. Vefpafiass 

a jf b 7 he city. Vefpafrass 

advances up to the place. The Romans take Gamala by affault, and ave beaten out of it again 

with a prodigious lofs. The generofity of Vefpafian, and bis prefence of mind. A notable action of 

sate a centurion. A glorious {peech of Vefpafian to his foldiers, A fccond attempt upon Ga- 
mala. é 


HE towns and places in Galilee, | the people of Sogane and Seleucia ; but Ga- 

that revolted from the Romans | mala, depending upon its own ftrength, as be- 

#f upon the taking of Jotapata,|ing a miuch tougher place, and more arduous 

came back again to their duty, | of accefs than Jotapata, refufed to be of the 

AS Sy} upon the lofs of Tarichee: fo] party. This Gamala is ere€ted upon the cliff The fituatisn 
eS 2c} that the Romans were how ma-| of arock, that rifes out of the middle of a high of Gamal, 

irae he fters of all the cities and ftrong holds, but| mountain; and in that pofture of elevation, ee a 

’  Gifchala, and the mountain of * Itabyr.. And deh 





: with crags before and behind it, has forne te- firength of 
there joined in the rebellion with thefe alfo, | femblance of the figure of a cafiel; from the city. 
the city of Gamala, which ftands upon the | whence originally it took its naine : but time 
lake over againft Tarichee, and belongs to the | and cuftom have corrupted the way of writing 
government of Agrippa. Sogane revolted like-; it. Ujon the front, and the two fides, arc 
wife, and fo did Seleucia, after their exam- | deep inatceffible vallies. The part that joins 
ple: which were both of the province of Gau- | the mountain is not of itfelf fo difficult of ac~ 
lanitis: Sogane in the upper part of it, which | cefs; but as the inhabitants have fortify’d it 
is called Gaulana, and Gamalain the lower. | with trenches and defences, it is fext to im- 

The lake Se- Seleucia ftands upon the lake Semechonitis ; | pregnable. The houfes itand fo thick, and 

mechonitis. which is fixty } furlongs in length ; and thirty | hclving upon the ftecp of the hill tothe fouth- 
over: and the fenny borders of it reach as far | ward, that they look as if they were ready to 
as Daphne. ‘This is a delicious country in| drop into the precipice. And there is alfo a 

TY many refpects; but more efpecially forthe cu-| hill of fo prodigious a height, that it may 

ae of rious fpringsin it, that feed the leffer Jordan, | ferve foracitadel to the valley in the bottom. 

Jordan, (as they call it) and then take their courfe to| And there was alfo a fountain within the cir- 
the great Jordan, at the foot of Jupiter’s gol- cumference of this city, and. there the town 

den temple. King Agrippa, at the-hesinning | cnded. ~ 

of this defeétion, enter’d into an alliance with 





* Or Tabor. . : 
+ Sixty furlongs amounted to. feven En 
lif miles and three quartars, and forty 


lifh miles and an half, andninety geometrical paces: thirty to three Eng~ 
ve geometrical paces, as has been before obferved, 
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Bur will, atter all chat nature had done to- backs. But the Jews, finding themfelves 
war. che making of this place invincible, Jo- | preis’d, return’d upon their puriuers, drove 
feph was act yet fatisty’d without enyvironing : them down precipices before them, and through 
it with a wall, and caiting up artificial works, ; difhcult pafiages 5; where they did exccution 
trenches and fortifications, for a farther fecu-; upon them at pleafure. The Romans finding 
tity. The inhabitants were much more confident } the difadvantuge of contending with enemies 
in the defenfisle condition of the place, than | over their heads, and that therc was no avoid~ 
the men of Jorapara; though neither fo many, | ing them as they lay pufhing at them from an 
nor fe good foldiers: but the difficulties of the! upper ground, they caft themfelves. for fan- 
attack made amends for the want of numbers: | Ctuary into fome of the enemy’s houfes below 5 
Not but that che city was well mann’d; forit} but they were fo overcrouded with numbers, 
Was made the fanctuary of all the refugees; ; that they funk under the weight; fo that the 
infomuch that king Agrippa ipent feven months | fall of one brought down another, and that, 
before it without any manncr of advantage. — | a third. — There were a great many Romans 

Vespasrawn at this time decamped from * ; that perifh’d under the ruins, and yct in this 
Ammaus near Tiberias; fo called from a hot extremity. they chofe.rather to commit-them- 
“> fduntain there, of a fovereign virtue. againft | felves to the hazard of thofe tottering houfes, 
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feveral difeafes : and fo.came to Gamala, 


Agzip- ty, Fore. 
*"5 blow with a ftone from a fling, upon his right 





where he found it impoifible to draw a regular 
line of circumvallation about it: but he fer 
guards however_upon all the paffes he could 
come at, and poifefs’d himfelf of the mountain 
above. The Romans, according to their cu- 
ftom, fortify’d their camp, carry’d up a wall 
about it, and fo intrench’d. ‘The fifteenth 
legion was pofted againita tower, caftward, 
upon the bigheft part of the town ; the fifth, 
toward the middle of the town, and the tenth 
was appointed to level the ditches and other 
hollow: places. ; 
Waite things were in this pofture, king. 
Agrippa drew clofe up to the wall, ro try if 
he could bring the people to furrender the 
place, andreafen them into a fenfe of their du- 
But in this inftant he receiv’d a terrible 


elbow; his friends thronging immediately a- 
beut him to bring him off; and the Romans 
ina direét rage to confider how barbaroufly 
thefe people would treat ftrangers and ene- 
mics, that could be thus inhuman to theirown 
prince, their country-man, and a fricnd that 
advis’d them for their good ; this provok’d 
them to prefs the fiege with all pollible yi- 
geur. 

~ Berwrxr many hands, and diligent appli- 
cations, the works were not long in railing: 
and the nexcthing tobe done, was the mount- 
ing of their machines. Chares and Jofeph 
(cwo of the moft confiderable men in the town 

had the ordering of the defence; and fo led 
up the foldicrs to the wall, with cxhortations 
and encouragements to behave themfelves like 
men of honour. But wanting water and other 
neccifarics, they had no great ftomach co the 
action ; for they found they could not hold it 
out long. Upon the advance of the Roman 
machines, they made fome fort of refiftance at 
firtt; but fo feon as ever they came to throw 
their ftones and thcir arrows among them, 
they retir’d with precipitation into the town. 


‘Ve ftaorans Lhe Romans batter’d the wall with their rams 


upon three attacks; and upon difpuring a 
breach, what with the outcrics without and 
within the town, the clang of the trumpets, 
and the clattering of arms, nothing could be 


than to. lic open and expos’d for a publick 
mark. Some there were that were cruth’d all 
to pieces with the timbers, others maim’d in 
attempting to efcape; and fome again that 
were fuffocated with the duft. At this ratc 
there perifh’d great numbers of the Romans, 
fome one way, fome another. But the peo- 
ple were fofar from being troubled at the lots 
of their habitations, that they reckon’d. them- 
felves. gainers by the fall of fo many‘of their 
enemies in exchange: and ftill as one honfe 
fail’d, they prefs’d thc Romans into another to 
bring down that too. As any of them loft 
their foot-hold, they were fure to be taken off 
with weapons from above ; which the very 
walls and dead bodies furnifh’d them within 
abundance: the on¢ with ftonés, and the other 
with arrows: for the {words of thofe that 
were kill’d, were made ufe of to difpatch the 
reft, and every thing contributed to the com- 
mon fate. Some cait themfelves down head+ 
long from the tops of the houfes, to ayoid be- 
ing {queez’d to death in the fallof them. O- 
thers had a mind to fly, ifthey had but known 
how or whither: but being ftrangers to the 
paflages and ways, and blinded with the duft 
in this confufion, they fell foul one upon ano- 
ther. Some there were however that had the 


good fortune to efcape, and get out of: the 
town. Z 


Iz wasno {mall mortification to Vefpafian, to Vefpafian’s 


fee his army thus broken by the ruins of a city 
that they had taken;fo thatwithout any regard to 
the fatery of his own perfon (asit was his conftant 
cuitom to be foremoft in all hazards) he potted 
himfclf privatclyin a {tation at che upper, part 
of the town, wherc he was left with fome few 
refolute men abourhim, in the greateft diftrefs 
imaginable: his fon Titus being abroad at this 
time in Syria, upon a commiffion to Mutianus. 
His condition was fuch, that it was neither’ 
fafe nor honourable for him to turn his back.: 
So that calling to mind the glorious hiftory of 
his paft actions, and refolving to make his life 

all of a picce, he took this wife method -for. the 

obviating of the prefent difficulty ; which look’d 
more like a divine infpiration than a common 

council of flefh and blood. That is to fay, he 

planted-himfelf with the few people he ‘had, 


more hideous. ‘The defendants ftood the firlt 
Of thock with great bravery, and put the’ Ro- 
""inans to a ftand 5 but being overborne in the 
end by the force or numbers, they all fled, and 
betuok themfelves to the higheft parts of the 
city, with the Romans all this while ac their 


as clofe one to another as-they could croud to~ 
gether, and, covering themielves with their 
arms, ftood firm againft_all actempts of vio- 
lenéé' from above. he Jews were fo ftartled, 
at this prodigious obftinacy, that they look’d 
upon it asa providential impulfe 5 and in dread, 


* See Bochart’s Chanaan, 1,2, c. 16. and his Hicrozoicon, |. 2. c, 21. party. 
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of oppofing a divine power, abated fomewhat 
Vefpafian, taking 
notice that che fury of the enemy flacken’d, 
drew off by little and little, and never turn’d. 
his. back till he was got out of.the walls, 


of the vigour of the a¢tion. 


A bloody 


“There fell a great many. Romans, both officers 
fight. and common foldiers, in this combat: and a-. 
mong others, Ebutius a Decadarch, who as 
he had liv’d, fo he dy’d, like a man of honour, 
and had given the Jews many fenfible proofs 
of. his courage. . Oe ho. Gs 
Agreatace “ >THERE was one Gallus, a centurion, who 
tion of Gal- with ten Syrian foldicrs lay clofe concealed in 
lusacentu- ahoufe: as the people. of the. family. were 


rion, and the 


f it. ; 
occafion OF If pended to take with the. Romans, Gallus and 


his company, being all Syrians, overhearing 
and underftanding them, fell upon them inthe 
night, kil’d every man of them, and got. off 
fafe with his company to the Romans...“ 

Tuts -was the. fevereft blow that. ever the 
Romans had as yet receiv’d; and Vefpafian 
finding the foldiers caft down upon’ ie, (their 
confution being greater too for deferting their 
general) he bethought himfelf how he might 
give them fome fort of comfort, without ma- 
king. mention of himfelf, or intermixing any 
thing of reproach, “ Well! fays Vefpafian, 
« fince misfortunes cannot be avoided; let 
“ them be generoufly borne: and.it is not for 
« any one fort of men to expect an:exemption 
“ from the common lor of mankind. :Whoe- 
© yer confiders the nature’ of war, ..will find 
“ that-vidtory «is not to: be gain’d without 
blood, and that.fortune is variable; and 
« that.this lofs is but’a {mall reprifal for the 
“ thoufands of, Jews that we have flain before, 
“¢ But as ic is vanity and weaknefs to..grow 
“ infolent upon-profperity; fo it is the. mark 
«© of as mean a foul to be caft down with ad- 
« yerfity. Confider’ again, fays he, how in~ 
« fenfibly the change pafies from one extreme 
« to the other, and that no man is truly great 
© but he that ftands his ground, and keeps up 
«¢ the fame dignity of mind in all conditions, 
“¢ correcting the malignicy of the one, by the 
“ prudence of the other. We are not now fe 
<* impute our prefent mifcarriage either to the 
« want of refolution on our parts, or to the 
«valour of the Jews: for, if they fought 
« better than ufual, or we worfe, the true rea- 
« fon wasthe odds of the ground we fought 
« ypon, But if you were to blame for any 
« thing in this engagement, it was In truth, 
« for your rafhnefs in purfuing the cnemy, 
« when they fled up the town from you. You 
« fhould have held your hands, .and contented 
« yourfelves with the poftcflion of the lower 
“ town, till neceffity fhould have forced them 
«© down to engage you upon fafer, furer, and 
«© more equal terms, But you were fo impa- 
“¢ tient of conqueft, that you never minded the 
“ right way of obtaining it. Now the Ro- 
« mans area people of order and difciplinc, 
« and not for this impetuous and inconfideratc 
< -way of making war, like the Jews and Bar- 
“ barians. Wherefore let us. have recourfe to 
& our own methods of fobriety and rcfolution, 
“ and ag like men that are rather animated 
with an indignation for what we have done 


A glorious 
fpeech of 
Vefpafian to 
his foldiers. 


* Trapuesy og@-. Jof, See x 
+ Thirty farlonge amounted to three Finglifh miles a 
4 Swenty furlongs amounted to two Englifh miles ¢ 


than once obferved. 
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talking together at fupper what courfe they in-, 


Catihubon's Iixorcit, xv. Ann. xxxiti, N, xxix 
nd three quurters, : 
ind an half, und thirry geometrical paces, as 





a5) 
= amifs, than fink under the burden of it. E- 

‘very man’ hath this fatisfaétion in his owti 
power, if he will but fet his own hand to. 
the work, and give himfelf the comfort of 
revenging the lofs of his friends upon the 
“ headsof thofe that deftroy’d them: in this 
<*. profpeét and confidence you fhall find me 
‘ftill, as you have done already, the firftand 
“ the laft in all dangers”? This difcourfe of 
Vefpafian’s put a new life intothe army. . 

. Tue men of Gamala could not ‘but. take 
heart at firft upon the fluth of fo unexpected a ~ 
fuccefs; but when they came -afterward to 
confider upon fecond: thoughts, and: find’ that 
they ‘were now paft all hopes of agtecing upon 
terms, and in no poffibility of efcaping, -(for 
their provifions fail’d them) their fpirits fank 
again; and their defpairs almoft- diftracted 
them: but they. went on neverthelefs, doing 
all that was poffible‘to be donié for the defence 
ofthe place, ‘by fetting:their beft mento look 
to:thé-breaches, and others in geneéral:to take 
care.of the réefti ws i +. EN ed 

Tue Romans by this time, haviag repair’d Anotherat- 
their platforms, and made ready for another tempt upon 
attack, divers of the éitizens ftole away by GA" | | 
paflages fo intricate and uncouth, that it :? 
was thought fuperfluous to fet any guard up- 
on ‘them: ‘-Others:¢onvey’d themfelves ints 
finks and vaults, where-they lay ftarving for 
fear. of being taken; the -provifions being 
wholly referv’d for thofe’that bore arms. ‘But 
thefe.miferable people ftood firm yet in all their 
diftreffes; * oon a4 ore he 


} 








- oHAR ME ? 
A fattion in a body upon mount Itabyr. Vefpa- 
fran: fends Placidus with a party. to reduce 
them, who deftroys them all, by encotntering 

_ one wile with another. 


"7 ESPASIAN, though fufficiently in< 
. gaged and bufied in this vexatious liege, 
found.time, neverthelefs, in that very hurry, 
to-fend out Placidus with a party of fix han- 
dred horfe to mount * Tabor, to difperfe a 
multicude of people that were gotten together 
there. ‘This mountain lics betwixt the great 
plain and Scythopolis: the afcent of it is 
reckon’d to be about thirty jf furlongs, no 
coming at it on the north-fide, and on the top 
of it an open plain of twenty + furlongs over; 
the whole encompafs’d with a wall, which, 
as large as it was, cot Jofeph but.forty days 
the building: he brought water and other ne~ 
neflaries up to it from below, for the people 
had none but rain water for their ufc. 

Wuewn Placidus was come to the place ac~ 
cording to his order, and found that there 
was no poffibility of gerting up the mountain 
to them, he allur’d them _with hopes of peace 


-and pardon, and prea feveral of themdown 


to him, who pretended that they were wrought 
upon by the reafon of his addrefs: but in truth 
they had a defign to draw him intoa {nare and 
to furprize him; .as Placidus had the fame plot 
upon-them too, if he could but get them off 
into.the'plain field, and feize them at unawares. 





and forty five geometrical sea 
mas been more 


They 
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They made a countenance of complying with 
the tairnefs of what he faid; but Placidus, for 
all this, was too cunning for them in the con- 
clufion. The Jews began the battle; and 
Placidus and his men, as difmay’d, betook 
themfelyes prefently to flight, and the Jews 
after chem, continuing the chace tillthe pur- 
fuers were difpers’d all over the field. Placi- 

Placidas de- Gus took this opportunity, and turning quick 


ftrovs a body upon them, kill’d feveral, put the reft to flight, 
of Jews atl aad nor one man of them could get buck to 
tabyr, by 4 
wile. 


the mountain. Some of them quitted Itabyr, 
and tied to Jerufalem ; but the natives finding 
themlelves deiticute of water, render’d them- 
{elves and the place to Placidus, upon fecurity 
fortheir goed behaviour. 











CHAP. Ill. 
The defiructicn of Ganula. The fall of a tower 
puts the people into a panick terror. Titus en- 
terache town witbent any oppefition. A dread- 


tid excCutiol. 


ry HE boldeit of the Gamalites were now 

Ho glad to hide their heads, and they that 
were unit to bear arms ready to ftarve; but 
the menor action fill perfitting in the defence 
ofthe place, till the two and twenticth of the 
month * Hyperberetens; upon which day three 
foldiers of the fitteenth legion feéretly ftole out 
beiore break of day, to the toot of the higheft 
tower that was upon their quarter, and under- 
min’d itfo privately, thacthe guards (it being 





in the dead of the night) neverin the leaft per- | 


ceived them cither coming or going. They 
nade no noife, but only tumbling down five 
mighty ttones that they had loofen’d in the 
rocadation, they leap’d away in that inftant 





. and retird. The turret immediately fell to 
* che sround with a mott dreadtul noife, dafhing 
the xuards and all chat were in it under the 
ruins. ‘The horror of this accident frighted 
all the other guards from their pofts that were 


within hearing of it; fome of them falling in- 
to the very mouths of the Romans; in which 
number there was one Jofeph, that was fhot 
Gead with a dart froma broken wall. Butin 
the city the terror and confufion was fo ama- 
zing, that ene would have thought the whelc 
Roman army had been enter’d the town. Chares 
wasat thar time very fick, and fo terribly af- 
frichted at this accident, thatit was beliew’d 
it haften’d his end. rh 
Tuts was a tempting occafion to invite the 
Romansinto the town; but they pay’d fo dear 
for their late temericy, that they forbore till 
the three and twentieth of the fame month to 
make any farther attempt uponthe city. Titus, 
it {eems, was now come up; who found him- 
f2lf fo gall’d at the thought of the difafter the 
Romans had receiv’d in his abfence, that he 
drew cut a body of foot, and two hundred 
choice horte, and, in a grave, fober march, en- 
er’d the city without any oppofition. The 
watch were the firft that tcok and gave the a- 
larum, and the news was fpread all over the 
tovwnin2moment. No fooner was it certain- 
ly known, but the citizens, in a confufion, 
like fo manv diftracted people, fled yelling and 
howling up to the caftle, hauling their wives 
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+ i.e. Sertember. See Dr. Beveridge’s chronology. 


and their children along with them. Some 
were cut off by Titus’s foldiers; others that 
could not get into the caftle, and went they 
knew not whither, fell into the hands of the 
Roman guards. There was nothing, in fine, 
but wounds and groans and death to be feen 
or heard of, in all forms; and the very ftreets 
flowing with blood. 

Tue next thing Vefpafian had now to do, 
was to attack the cattle; to which end he 
drew uphis whole army thither. It ftood up- 
on the point of a rock prodigioufly high and 
fteep, and well nigh inacceflable, with a mul- 
titude of crags and precipices round about it. 
Upon this difadvantage, it was impoffible for 
the Romans either to avoid the ftones and fhor 
of the Jews that were caft down upon them 
from above, or to reach the Jews from below. 
But by a wonderful providence, in favour of 
the Romans, and for the deftru€tion of the 
Jews, there arofe a fudden and violent guft of 
wind,that drove the Roman arrows directly in 
the face ofthe defendants, and kept off the o- 
ther trom the Romans, ot blew them askew 
befide the mark. ‘The blaft at the fame time 
was fo {trong too, that the beficged could not 
itand fteddy where they were to make their 
defence, norfo much asfce the people they had 
to cope withal. So that the Romans, with 
the help of thefe advantages, made themfelves 
matters of the mountain, which they furround- 
ed iinmediately 5 and in a rage of revenge for 
their former mifcarriage upon that attack, they 
put all they met with tothefword, indifferent- 
ly, whether they refifted or not: befide that, 
in the horror Se this defperation, there wére 
that caft themfelyes with their wives and chil- 
dren down the precipice from the caftle, to 
the number of five thoufand perfons; that of 
the flain being only four thoufand: fo much 
more merciful were the Romans to the Jews, 
than the Jews were to themfelves. ‘The Ro- 
mans, in this heat of fury, threw the very in- 
fants down the rocks, without fparing fo 
much as onc fingle creature; two women onl 
excepted, the daughters of the fifter of Philip, 
who wasthe friend of one Joakim, a man of 
eminent quality, and-formerly a general undcr 
Agrippa. Now thefe two fifters were not fo 
much beholden to the clemency of the Ro- 
mans, for their prefervation, as to the good 
hap of lying undifcover’d till the rage and fu- 
ry of the action wasover. The rebellion of 
Gamala broke out the four and twenticth of 
the month + Gorpieus: and the place was de-~ 
ftroy’d the three and twentieth of the month 
Hyperberetcus. 








CHAP. IV. 


Gifchala taken by Titus. The people well difpos*d, 
but feduced. Ferufalema frrong anda populous 
city. Vefpafian provides againft all hazards. 
The generous tendernefs of Titus. Titus offers 
a peace and anamnefty. Fobnof Gifchala feem- 
ingly accepts of the conditions. fohn makes 
bis efcape. Titus receiv’d into Gifchala, which 
puts an end to the conqueft of Galilee. 

HE province of Gamala was now whol- 
i ly reduc’d, fave only Gifchala,where the 


people 


A cruel exes 
cution. 
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people of themfelves, were, upon the main, 
peaceably inclin’d :' being moft of them hus- 


band-men, whofe hope and intereft. lay in plan-| 


The people tations and tillage. Not but that they were 
net aye: i; tainted alfo with a. confiderable and feditious 
by a fediri- | Mixture of libertines that liv’d upon robbery ; 
ous impottor. and there were fome’ citizens alfo of the firft 
quality that were corrupted with thar leaven, 
‘The ‘chief leader of this fa€tion, and the per- 
verter of the people, wasone John; a wicked 


"and deceitful man, a rank impoftor ; unfteddy |- 


and ambitious; a great mafter in the art of 
bringing his ends about ; a,.wretch’of no con- 
{cience, and certainly known to be a promoter 
of broils for the making of his own forrune-. 
‘Hlee'was, in fine, the fon of one Levi; -and. the 
head of the rabble in Gifchala. “If it had not 
been for him, the people would probably have 
fent their deputies to the Romans, ‘with pro- 
pofals of an alliance ; but upon his inftigation, 
they were prevail’d upon to put it off, ull the 
war fhould be brought on. eh Se 
VespasiAn, upon this juncture, fentaway 
‘ Titus to Gifchala with a-choufand horfe ; and 
_ the renth legion to Scythopolis; returning him- 
felf with che other two legions to Cefarea for 
tefrefhment, by preparing both their bodies and 
‘their minds for difficulties that were -yet to 
come. For Vefpafian forefaw that Jerufalem 
would find him work-enough; ‘not only as it 
was ‘a powerful; ‘populous, and the capital ci- 
‘ty; but as ic was a place of refuge.to all the 
‘fugitives of the fa¢tion from elfewhere: a nur- 
fery of bold and daringmen; ‘naturally ftrong, 
and, over and above, well wali’d; though next tc 
impregnable in the very fituation of it, . Vef- 
pafian took all thefe things into confideration, 
and accordingly train’d up his foldiers, like 
champions, in the practice and exercife of their 
arms, tokeep themin heart, and prepare them 
for the prize. _ 
Trrus went up to Gifchala on horfe-back ; 
and finding upon the view that is was not a 
place to ftand an affault, he refle¢ted upon it 
at the fame time, that the foldiers would un- 
doubtedly treat Gifchala as they had done 
Gamala; deftroying the innocent with the 
guilty, if ever they fhould come to take the 
The town by ftorm: fo that, out of a generous com- 
generous : 
tendernefs of paffion for the people, and the horror he had 
Titus. ., for thofe inhuman cruelties, he rather be- 
. thought himfelf how , he might gain the place 
bytreaty. The walls being now cover’d with 
foldiers, and the majority within the town be- 
ing of the faction, ‘Titus call’d out, and, rai- 
fing his voice, fpake to them after this man- 
ner. ‘ Iris a wonderful thing tome, fays he, 
Titus offers ¢* that, when all the reft of your towns are 
them a peace ¢¢ gone, ‘ and places much better manned and 
ra anim,  fortify’d than yours is, and taken without 
fe eerie any difficulty too (many of them at the very 
of their reli- “ firft attack 3) you fhould be now fo incon- 
gion. “ fiderate as to think of ftanding out: efpe- 
'« cially when you may yet be fafe, eafic, tree! 
“© and happy, upon a fair return to your oy 
“ And this, I dare undertake, fhall be made 
“* good to you; and all your infolencies par- 
“«¢ don’d, and pafs’d over, and imputed only 
“ to-an inordinate defire of liberty. But if 
you do not know when you have beneficial 


Jerufalem a 
ftrong and 
populous city 


Vefpafian 
provides a- 
gainft all ha- 
zards. 
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* Twenty farlongs amount to two English miles and an 
ferved, 


‘<< ‘offers made to you, and refufe to caft your- 
“¢ felves upon the faith and honour of the Ro- 
mans ; 1f you fhall-refolve at laft, I fay, to 
run head-long on to your certain deftruc- 
. tion, and to ‘contend with iimpoflibilities, 
“you muft expeét to feel the weight of ‘the 
Roman power and difpleafure ; and you 
will find, before. you are aware, that your 
walk will fall like dirt before their engines: - 
fo that this is the way to fhew yourfelves 
tobe the moft arrogant flaves of all the Ga- 


‘lileans.”, : 
. Tus pafs’d without.one word from the 

town ‘in anfwer,; nonce of;the inhabitants being 

fuffer’d. to come‘np to the wall ;~ for the facti- 
on were mafters,” ‘and had clapt guards upon 

all the gates, to fee that none fhould pafs in 

or‘out, to promote.a treaty. But John at laft 

cry’d out to Titus;.in the name of the people, : 
“That he accepted the conditions, --and that John of Gif 
‘the town fhould agree to them likewife, or £h#l eee 
he would force them to it. Only he made odthe oh 
him him this .requeft, in regard of the in~ upon one Ccer= 
violable ftri€inefs of the Jewith law: for the tain conditi- 
obfervance of their fabbath,(which would no °”” 

more fuffer them‘to treat of peace, than to 

fighta battle) that he would indulge them 

that day: it being a-cafe wherein cither the 
complying on the one hand, or, as the Ro- 
‘mans‘knew very well, the enforcing them 

on the other, would-be equally unwarrant- 

able: befide, that there could: be no danger 

in putting off the treaty to another time; 

for, if they imagin’d ‘that any-man would 

attempt to make an‘efcape that: night, it 

would be aneafy matter, by clappirig guards 

‘upon all the avenues,to ‘prevent it: over and. 
above the reputation he would get by fhew- 

ing himfelf as tendér ‘of their laws as they 

were of their own,-and of their’ confciences 

as well as of their’ perfons; which-wasa 

favour beyond their expectation.” 

Now it was not fo-much a fcruple forthe John makes 
fabbath, as an apprehenfion for his particular his cfcape in 
fafety,that put John upon this treaty with ‘Ti- the night. 
tus; for he was in a manner certain to bec a- 
bandon’d and given up, if the town fhould be 
taken; and nothing left him to truft to but the 

night, and his heels, for the faving of his life. 

But the prefervation of John was manifeftly an 

att of divine providence toward the deftruction 

of Jerufalem ; as being the occafion, not only 

of the truce, but likewife of 'Titus’s incamping 

farther off the city, at Cydefla, one of the 

ftrongeft and moft populous placesin Tyria, and 

a mortal enemy tothe Galileans. 

Te night being now come, and the town 

without any guards upon it, John laid hold of 

the opportunity, and made his efcape to Jeru- 

falem; taking not only his military people, 

but feveral fubftanrial men of the town, toge- 

gether with their. families, along with him. 

The old men, the women and the children, 

that were frighted into this refolution, -made 

a fhift to keep up with their leader for the firtt 

* 20 furlongs ; but finding themfelves {pent, 

andnot able to continue the march,they had no 

more to do but te betake themfelves to cries 

and lamentations; panting and trembling after 

thofe that had outftript them and. were. gone 


half, and thirry geometrical paces, as has been before ob- 
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sand the way was cover’d with the bodies of 
2 Women and children, that were crufh’d to 


volt, Titus, upon their requeft, fent out a 


_ the difappointment of miffing the fingle perian 


_cern’d; it might be a dangerous thing to make 
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before: and the farther their friends were ad- 
vanced from them one Way, the nearer did they 
account themfelves to their enemics the other; 
and upon the very point of being taken pri- 
foncrs. Nay, the very noife of eheir own feet, 
they fancy’d to be the tread of their adverfa- 
riess, and {till looking behind them, they took 
their. own people for their purfuers. In this 
imaginary fright they fell one over another, 
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finith’d the conqueft of Galilee, after the cx- Galilee total 
pence of fo much labour and blood. - “dy fabdu’d. 


















































CAR AV Sea 

Fobn of Gifckala gets. fafe to Ferty “ilem, ‘with @ 
Mi Rome The Gas dete ea a. mifera~ 
ble-nation. ‘Fobnthe great incendiary. The 
rife and progre/s of the quarrel. The qutirages 
of the-robbers, and of ‘others that are. yet the 
worfe of the two. They create and depofe high- 
priefts at pleafure, aud Ananus moves therab- 
ble againft then, The fadions draw into the 
temple. Gorion and Simeoy the leaders of. ee 
party. Fefus and Ananis inen of picty.gad 
wirtie. The Lelotes, (fo calf’d.)- Ananus 
enters into.the reafon of the café. The Ronians 
cafier to the Gews than the Zelotes. — Ais 68- 
Lhe charagier and hi- 


death inthe croud, by prefling who fhoyld get 
foremoft. There was_litcke more to be heard 
than the cries of miferable creatures to their 
husbands and friends to ftay for them. But 
John call’d out to them on the other hand, to 
think of no other way of faving themfelves, 
but by taking fanCtuary in fome place, where 
they might te reveng’dof the Romans, in cafe 
of any turcher mifchief; and John’s advice car- 
rydit. The multitude, upon this, difpers’d 
themfelves, and fhiftcd away the beft they 
could. . 

As foon as it was day-light, Titus came up 
to the walls of the town, tocxecute the treaty 5 
where he found the gates open, and the inha- 
birants and their wives ready with acclamati- 


counter-in the temple... 


Story of Fobn of Gifchala. | 


ye John’s coming up.to Jerufalem, 
$- with a train of the taction at ‘his heels, 
the ‘people in vat throngs and multitudes ga- 
ther’d about them, to’ know how matters -went 
abroad, and, in a word, to léarn.the very work 
of things. ‘Now John and ‘his company had 

run themfélves fo out of breath, betwixt fear 

and flight, thatthey were fcarce able to {peak 5 
and that difficulty might ‘have pafs’d for. an eee 
anfwer., But the party kept up the prideéand 
vanity of their ftomachs ¥ct, with a pretence s 


that they ‘were .not, tup; away. from’ the Bo 


benefactor and preferver. They gave him alfo 
to underitand that oe was fled away 3. beg- 
ging his pardon for the innocent, and imploring 
his juftice upon thofe left in the town that fhould 
be tound to have been rhe authors of the re- 


mans; .but.came of th ‘ir, own accord, to find 
out fome place for an engagement, ‘where they 
might encounter upon equa terms: for none 
but fools and madmen would throw away their ¢ 
lives, they faid, for the defence of ‘Giichala, 
‘and two or three. more. Sach’ like “weak. and 
pitifal places, when the mtropolié, infelf was 
at ftake, and every brave man oblig’d, in duty 
and in honour, to do his beft to -defend..it. John impofes 
John and his party colour’d the difgrace the upon. the 
beft ‘they ould but the people. faw-.through mulsiteees 
the difguife, and that Jobn’s ‘honourable, re- ae 
treat was no other, than a:-dewntight, running away upon a 
away. This difcovery, ‘and the itory of the point of ho- 
prifoners the Romans had taken, put the peo“ PO... 
ple into fuch a terror as if the ruin of Gifchala 
had but been the prologue tothe deftruétion of 
Jerufalem: itfelf. But John all this while, 

without any fhame-.or remorfe for the. poor 

creatures -he had abandon’d upan’ ‘the’ way, 

went cficioufly and:pragmatically from One.to 

another; animating the multitade to 4 profe- John of Gi 
cution of the war;-derogating from .the Ro- chala the 
mansonthe onehand,, and arrogating to nhem- great incen- 
felves.on the other; by which arts of quirks. Be 
and impofture, the} aincd mightily upon the , 

filly people. “ hy, do. you: think, faye he, 

< after {o many baffles pur pon the Roman © 

“ power and all theirengines, by two or three 

«¢ mean, defpicable places in Galilee. .and>fo 

« much difficulty. in the maftering of them.at 

“ Jafts do you think, I fay, ‘after all this, 

“ even if the Romans had wings, , shat they 

« could ever be able ‘to. take ‘Jerufalerh 22? 

Thefe bravado flonrifhes -wrought. upon .2 

world of the hot-headed young men ;,. but:at 

the fame time all people of forefight, fenfe 

and experience, gave ‘themfelves utterly for . 

oft, 7 : oe 


party of horfe after John ; but be was already 
gotten into Jerufalem betore they could get up 
to him, They kill’d about two thoufand of 
his party, and brought back again near three 
thoufand women and children that they found 
wandring up and down. Lo 
Trtvs was not a little troubled at the ef- 
cape of this impoftor 5 -and that they had not 
made him fuch an example as he deferv’d to 
be, when they had him in their hands: but 
then fetting the advantages of the prifoners, 
the flain, and the taking of the town, againit 


of fach-a wretch, Titus balane’d the one with 
rhe other, and enter’d the place in a friendly 
difpofition toward the people ; taking polfefh- 
onof it inform by the ceremony of his foldiers 
breaking off a piece of the wall, and reducing 
the authors of the fedirion rather by menacts 
than by a€tual! punifhmente. For Titus was of 
opinions, that in a cafe where fo many family 
feuds, perfonal piques, and paflions were con- 


ufe of punithment, as a common rulc of diftin- 
étion betwixt the good and the bad, for fear 
of expofing the peaccable tocalumnics, as well 
as the feditious to juftice, So that, upon-this 
deliberation, Titus thought it more honoura- 
ple and human, rather to let fome criminals 
live, than to run the rifque of expofing fome 
innocents; there being no place Icft tor re- 
medy and attonement, in the latter; whereas, 
in the other cafe, there may be hope of-amend- 
ment ; whether out of a fear of punifhment, a 
fenfe of fhame, or an impulfe of virtuc. 

Bur Titus however in the conclufion put a 
garifon into the town, partly to keep turbulent 
{pirits in order, and partly to fecure thofe that 
were of a peaceable difpofition. This ation 
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Book IV... the WARS Of the JEWS. 649 
Jerufalem Tus was the confufed face and ftate of | fon of the blood royal, and of fuch credit ‘ 
in aconfufion ghingsin Jerufalem at that time 3 but the coun- |.and authority, that he was entrufted with the 
try led the way to the-fedition that follow’d | charge of the treafury. ‘They treated Levias 
-afterward in the city.; For Titus’ being gone | afterwards, and Sophas thefonof Raguel, with 
from Gifchala to Cefarea, Vefpafian went alo | divers others of the moft confiderable perfons 
from Cefarca to Jamnia and Azotus, and fub- | they could lay their hands on, after the fame 
du’d them both, : fettled garifons.in them, and | manner. ‘Thefe horrid violences made the 
fo return’d: bringing a vaft mulsitude of peo- | town look like a “prize.in the hand of a com- 
ple along with him, that were now enter’dinto | mon enemy, and put all people .to ithift for 
The Jews a league with the,;Romans. ‘The. cities were | themfelves. 
divided a” __all pefter’d with tumults and inteftine broils; | Nay, and thefe profligate wretches did not 
felves. and.no fooner at peace with the Romans, but | ftop here neither ; but finding their prifoners 
immediately together by the ears among them- | to be men of power, intereft, credit, and a | 
felves : and war or no. war was the.fingle que- | vaft acquaintance, they did not know but it 
ftion;, for the two-oppofites fought forthe one | might be dangerous to keep them longer in 
The rife and -@gain{t the other.. ‘Che. quarrel began in pri- | cuftody; for fear of either a refene or a re~ 
progrefs of -yate familics,that had, been a long time adver- | venge from their friends, or of a popular tu- 
the quarrel. faries, upon the, {core of,hereditary feuds, It } mult, upon fodefperate a: provocation: where- A bloody 
spale ienecs into. divided multitudes, that of | fore:they proceeded to a formal. fentence of ©ntence and 
friends. became enemies: :and, it terminated at | deathupon them,and fent a blood-thirfty hire~ “** ; 
Jatt in -matter of faGtion and opinion; where ling of their own crew :(one John the fon of 
“men ofthe fame mind fided.into an oppofition |. Dorcas).witha train of ten other bravos,to do 
Of, party. to party,..and fo incorporated in a | the execution; and it was done accordingly. 
rebellion. ; This diferder, in fine,.was.gene- |.Now for a colour to this execrable villany, 
ral. .; The men.of.a¢tion, youth and:heac, were |they gave it out that :thefe people were ina 
violently bent ypon:arms.and:innovations:.the | confpiracy to deliver up the city to:the Ro- 
-men of {enfe and -gravity,:.on the other ‘fide, | mans ;.:and not without valuing themfelves up~— 
-wereifon moderate’ counfels ;.. but thé former jon the merit of a publick fervice, for doing fo 
carny?d it. bo Sayin * neceflary an aét of juftice upon the betraycrs.of 
The fruit of -..) Tarts. confufion bagan-with, an univerfal li- {the common liberty. 
7 folerial ~cencéy that! evéry.manitook to himfelf, of | Tue faétion was now fo daring.and arro- 
pede robbing: his neighbour, : without:any regard to |gant,::and the people’s ‘hearts fo dejeéted and 
daw, or.confcience,.:; They proceeded after- |:difmay’d, that they affumed to themfelves the 
fwatds to:do the -{amie; rbhing. in ibands and par- | difpofing of the pontificate; took the high- They create 
‘ties; and to do it barefac’d too up and.down |-priefthood out of theright line, abrogated the and depofe 
. the country :,in whichpractice, ithe Jews com- |fucceffion, and promoted creatures of their high prefs 
-mitted upon themifélves. more atts:of cruelty {iown,: without either blood or virtue, to the “ P ; 
and injuftice, and did.one!another more mif- | office:. and fo, by the choice of minifters like 
chief than the ‘Romans;, befide:that the cala- jthemfelves, they made the government all of 
-‘mity was much more. tolerable-from an enemy ja piece; well knowing that the wicked in- 
than;from a friends»; 6 0 ftruments of wicked men would not fail to aét 
The outras .'. JHE garifons, that confulted their.own eafe, | inconformity to the humourand intereft-of their 
gesofthe -andimortally hated the people, were. of:no af- | matters. 
robbers. —. fiftance to.them in their fofferings:...till in the | - Tuere was nothing wanting ali this while 
-conclufion fome:of -the principals iof the rob- | of -artificial calumnies, and feigned ftories, to 
-bers‘enter’d Jerufalem, with a great body of }create mifunderftandings among thofe that had 
-their;party, thatithey had pick’d up here and fitin their power to crofs their defigns, and fo 
-there. - Now the.city :being under no rule of }to make advantage of theirdifagrcements: till 
government, thefe.ruffians met, with no oppo- -in-the.end, when they had glutted themfelves 
-fition : befide that,according to ancient cuftom, |-with patting affronts.and indignities upon men, Putting in- 
-the gates were open to all Jews :without ex-|chey. tranfported thcir impieties even againft Sete: 
ception; and at :this time more‘ efpecially, |God.himfelf, and againft his laws and hisholy ¢j-°°° 1" 
_when they took allpeople that came in to them fanétuary. But upon this audacious extrava- Ananus the 
for friends, and. afliftants. This;was the cafe, | gance, the people, atthe inftigation of Ananus high-prielt 
and. this: liberty’ in. the conclufion prov’d..the;|the high-prieft, made head againft them; a ae ip 
ruin of the city.5, when‘the infinite, numbers of; | perfon no lefs venerable for his years, picty “84 Sem 
-idle-and unprofitable ‘mouths devoured:the ne- | and wifdom, than he was for his character; 
-ceflary provifions, that were laid up. for.the.|and one that probably might have preferv’d 
foldiers that had'‘the guard of :the town: by-.| the city, if he could but have got clear of rhe 
-which means, :the miferies of fedition and fa- train of a confpiracy that was then laid againtt 
mine were added to the calamities of the. | him. : 

; war. 2 4 ey “3 ‘|. ‘Ture faétiori took fanétuary in the temple, ‘The faeion 
Another Tere came atthe fame time another party |.and made ufe of it both for a place of defence draws into 
ne of & -of thieves out of the:country, .that,. joiningi|againft the multitude, and for the featof their the temple, 
‘than the for. With thofe they found in the town (who were'|tyranny and ufurpation. But the moft fenfible 
mer. yet worfe than themfelves) ftuck at no. manner!| part of the calamity was the mockery and con- 

of infolence, though never fo-flagitious andj/tempt‘that attended it, in the wanton experi- 
-cruel.- Robbery and pillage was as nothing|] ment of their own ftrength, and the heartlefs 
with them, unlefs.it was feafon’d with down-j|défpondency of the people. As for example, 
_Xight murder: and that not-by-ftealth.neither,||they took upon them to elect a high-prieft by 
-and.in the dark, or upon fome common per-'|lot; according to the precedent, as they pre- 
' fons; but in the face of the fun, and upon the |tended, of former times: whereas, in truth, 
‘moft confiderable men in the -city., as they |there was no fuch precedent, but the facerdo- 
‘began with the imprifoning of Antipas, a per- |tal function was originally a family PHICES 
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and dcftcended in a line by fucceflion. Now 
this practice of theirs was only a felf-ended in- 
vention of their own, to get the power inro 
their hands. But they were taken intheirown 
fnare ; tor upon fummoning one of the holy 
tribes (called Eniacim) in order to a choice, 
the lot tell upon a perfon that fufficiently dif- 
cover’d the iniquity and the corruption of the 
proeseding. His name wes * Phancs; his fa- 
ther’sname Samucl; born in a village call’’d 
Aphthas; aman, in finc, brutifhly ignorant, 
and fo tar trom having any relation to a facer- 
doral tamily, that he did nct fo much as know 
What belong’d to the office. They tore’d him 
away however trom his country affairs in {pite 
ot his heart; and, dretiing him up in his prictt- 
ly rebes, as if ic had been tor the ttage, they 
gave him his leflonhow he was to bchaye bim- 
felt: making no more in ihort of the whole 
ftory than if it had been the toolery ot a farce, 
orci zfrolick. This could not but go to the 
hearts of the pricits,that fteed all this while at 

jirtance, {pectarors of thete indignities, to 


2 Gi 
fee their holy laws trampled upon, and their 
worthip and proteffion ridicul’d; as they ex- 
prefs‘d their fente of it in tears and groans. 
But the people were fo tranfported with the 
fenf= of this oppreflion, that they had no long- 
er any patience for fo feandalons a flavery 5; 
bit join’d as one man in a refolution to depofe 
the tyrants, and caitt off che yoke. 

Tue two forwardeitin this commotion were 
Gcrion the-fonot Jofeph, and Simcon the fon 
or Gemaliel; who made it their bufinefs to go 
up and down trom man to man, inculcating the 
dectrine cf liberty and revenge, provoking the 
people at the fame time, one and all, to itand 
up ior the vindication of their religion, laws 
and irecdoms, ageinit their prophane and fa- 
crilegious enemics. 

Tere wasalfo one Jefus the fon of Ga- 
mala, and Ananus the fon of Ananus, two 
prieits cf the firft note for men of fingular pi- 
ety and virtue: thefe two holy men alfo as 

cartily excited the people, in frequent dif- 
courfes upon the fame fubject , upbraiding them 
with their floch and cowardice, and inflaming 
them by all manner of reproaches againft the 
Zclotes. 
that they affumed to themfelves, out of an hy- 
pocrital oftentation cf holinefs; though at 
the fame time, in their lives and practicc, they 
were the lewdeit ot men. The people, being 
now gather’d together, were all provoked to 
the higheit pitch of indignation,to fee the ha- 
veck thete mifercants made in the holy places, 
and how they went on pillaging and murder- 
ing wichout controul. 

Bur yct,in the height of an outrageous hor-~ 
ror and tury, thcre was no attack made upon 
them all this while; for the people did not as 
yet think themfelves-in condition to encounter 
thefe Zelores by downright force; asin truth 
they were not. Ananus the high-prieft was 
at this time in the middle of the croud, and 
cafting many 2 forrowliul look toward the tem- 
ple, withtears inhis eyes, he faid, “ Why 
3° did not I rather die than live, to fee the 
e * houfe cf God thus polluted and prophan’d, 

«* and the wickedeft of men admitted promif- 
«¢ cuoufly into thofe facred places of privilege, 
«« that were only referv’d for the high-prieft? 
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I callthem Zelotes, as the name, 


“Why dol live, and fee all this, in my fa- 
* cerdotal robes too, and with the venerable 
“© name of the great God written on my fore~ 
head ? What do I live any longer for, after 
fo glorious an opportunity now in my age 
of ending my days with honour? What have 
I more to do, in fine, under my circumftan- 
ces, but to fall alone, and give up my life 
to my God and my duty? What fhould any 
man defire to live tor, in aninfenfible gene- 
ration, and among people that have neither 
the prudence to forefee calamities, nor the 
courage to refiftthem ? You ftand itill tofee 
yourfelyes robb’d, beaten and abus’d; and 
your tricnds and companions murder’d be- 
fore your faces; without fo much as one 
look, word, or action of tendernefs or com- 
paffion that you dare own. A fhameful, 
and an infupportable tyranny! But whatdo 
I talk of the actors of the tyranny, and not 
rather of thofe that fuffer it, and that train’d 
up the tyrants themfelves to the power of 
exerciling what they now practice ? Why did 
you not crufh them when you might have 
done it; when they were but a few, weak, 
and inconfiderable ? No no, it was your pa~ 
tience and nothing elfe that made thefe 
people your matters. But when you fhould 
have turn’d your arms againft your enemies, 
you mutt be cutting of throats among your- 
telyes. You fhould have call’d them to an ac- 
count betimes, for the outrages they put up- 
on your brethren: and you fhould have 
coniider’d that the fufferance of one affront 
naturally draws on, and encourages another’; 
as appear’d in what..follow’d. For when 
they found that they might commic all man- 
ner of infolencies without controul, they 
advanc’d a ftep farther, and put feveral of 
the beft menof the cityin chains (who were 
effe€tually betray’d by your ramenefs) and 
dragg’d them to prifon, not only unheard, 
and without a fentence, but without fo 
much as an accufation, No matter for their 
names or qualities; bur all this was done, 
and not one perfon appearing in their fa- 
vour. After the lofs of their cftates and li- 
berties, there remain’d nothing more to be 
taken away but their lives: and that was 
done too, and theirthroats cut, like foma~ 
ny beafts drawn out of.the herd for facrifi- 
ces, betore our faces; and not a mouth o- 
pen’d,or a hand lifted up, in their defence. 
And after all thefe fufferings, one upon the 
neck of another, can you have the patience 
now to fee your holy altars prophan’d, and 
your religion expos’d to fcorn, without 
thewing fome refentment worthy of your 
profeffion? and what is it that you are a- 
traid of, at laft, but montters of your own 
creating, and the protefs’d enemies of all 
that’s good and holy? If they ftop here, ic 
is not for want of good will to be yet more 
and more wicked, bur for want of frefh mat- 
terto work upon: for it is impoffible for 
them to outdo the ill things they have done 
already. ‘They are poflefs’d you fee of the 
ftrongeft place of the city; and that which 
you call the temple, ferves them only for 
an impregnable cattle, maintain’d againft 
you. Confidering now the ftrength of the 
place, and your enemics the maiters of it, 
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(as that yon fee is the cafe) what is ic that 
you propofe to yourfelves ? or what do you 
imagine will be che end of thefe things? 
unlefs you fancy that the Romans will ef- 
poufe the caufe.of your religion and cere- 
monies; and intruth fuchis the mifery of 
our prefent condition, that our very enemies 
cannot but pity us. Why if fo many beafts 
were in your places now, hunted, aflaulted, 
and wounded, as you yourfelves are, they 
would have the fpirit to turn again upon 
their purfvers, and to revenge themfelves 
upon their enemics; while you at the fame 
time fuffer all tamely, without fo much as 
the fenfe or apprehention of the brutes. But 
will you bear this always, and fink in infa- 
my, under the affronts, publick and private, 
that have been put upon you, without a- 
venging yourfelves? This abject patience 
looks, methinks, as if you had no longer a- 
ny fenfe of the moft natural and powerful 
of human affections, the defire of liberty ; 
and as if you had taken up, on the contra- 
ry, the love of flavery, inftead of it: a 
temper, which I am fure you never inheri- 
ted from your anceftors; witnefs the many, 
and the dangerous wars they underwent a- 
gainit the Medes and Egyptians, to aftrt 
their freedom. But what need of looking 
back for precedents, when the very war we 
are now ingag’d in againft the Romans, 
(whether it fucceed wellor ill) is advanced 
evidently upon the fame foot? and fhall we 
now that difpute our liberties with the maf- 
ters of the whole world, crouch and truckle 
like flaves to our own countrymen? To be 
overcome by ftrangers is but the chance of 
war, and may be imputed, without lofs of 
honour, to the iniquity of fortune: but for: 
people to give themfelves up in fubjection to 
their own brethren and countrymen, and to 
the very worft of them too, betrays a fordid 
fervilicy of fpirir, and a foul prepar’d for 
bondage. , 
‘© Bur nowI am {peaking of the Romans, I 
have fomewhat comes into my head upon this 
occafion, Make it the cafe that we were all 
actually now their prifoners, (which heaven 
forbid !) Whether would our condition, in 
probability, be better or worfe than it is 
now? for what mifery could an enemy in- 
fliét upon us, that we have not fuffer’d al- 
ready? Can any man ftand a fpectator to 
look upon the Jews, and to fee them rob- 
bing the temple of the oblations and dona- 
tives that the Romans beftow’d upon it? 
defacing the moft glorious city under the 
fan; and dipping their hands in the blood 
of thofe heroes, which the Romans them- 
felves, in the very triumph of their victories, 
would have had ‘a veneration for? can any 
man fee all this, I fay, without tears in his 
eyes, and-a bleeding heart? Whereas the 
Romans, on the other fide, made a confcience 


. of pafling the bounds of facred and prophane 5 


and of breaking in upon the folemnitics of holy 
cuftoms; or but fo muchas cafting a look, un- 
lefs with reverence, and at adiftance, toward 
the facred inclofure? But we have a fort of 
people among ourfelves, train’d up after our 
way too, and calling themfelves Jews, that 
make no more feruple of walking in the 
temple, than ini 2 commion place ; and that, 


while their hands are’yet reeking with the 
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the WARS of the JEWS. 


blood of their fellow-citizens. Shall any 
man after this, ftand in dread of a foreign 
war, comipar’d with fuch a domeftick 
one ?° The enemy is in truth (to call 
things by their right names) the greater 
friend of the two: for while the Romans 
fhew’d themfelves the prefervers of our 
laws, our pretended friends that were in 
our bowels deftroy’d them. Certain it is, 
that thefe tyrants have betray’d your Hber- 
ties, and that'no punifhment can be equal to 
their crimes. .I tell you no more in thisnow, 
than what you all knew before I open’d my 
mouth; and you need no other inftigation 
againit thefe men, than the fenfe of your 
own fufferings, But you were afraid of their 
numbers perhaps; the. daring boldnefs of 


.thefe men, and the advantagious poft they 


are. now poffefs’d off Well! And what 
was it; I befeech you, but your want.of re- 
folution, that rais’d them up to this, and 
made them fo confiderable ? And you have 
no way Iefk you now, but a fpeedy, 
a generous, and a joint’ affociation among 
yourfelves, to. bring down again ; for 
delay gives time to fettle; opportu- 
nity to enereafe, and heart to gather cou- 
rage: ‘like will to like, and the whole fac- 
tion will flow inte the party; which will 
make them numerous: and then they have 


- nothing to fear, where they meet with no 


oppofition, and that makes them bold; and 
fo for defering the attempt, the longer it is 
put off, the more time they have to fortify 
and intrench. Now ’tis but one bold pufh, 
to fhew that you are in earneft, to humble 
their pride and infolence ; and you will find 
that,betwixt the terrors ofa guilty confcience, 
and the infamy of bafe actions, they will 
have little joy of their ftation, As who 
knows but thefe impious wretches may be 
cut off by the juft judgment of a righteous 
God, -as a vengeance upon them for their 
contempt of his divine majefty? And that 
the very weapons they launce at us, may, by 
a providential miracle, be turn’d againft 
their own hearts and faces; fo that they 
fhall not be able to ftand the very fight of 
us, but with confufion? or to put matters at 
worft; what if we fhould fall.cvery man of 
us in the conteft; could any thing be more 
glorious, than to lay down our lives at the 


‘gates of thetemple, forthe honour of God, 


and in the fervice of his holy houfe and 
caufe ? As to the conduét of the enterprize, 
you fhall have my heart, hand, example and 
advice along with you.” 

Tuts difcourfe of Ananusirritated the peo- 


ple fufficiently againft the Zclotes; but yet 
Ananus wasfo well inform’d of their number, 
their choice of men, and their courage; with 
the circumftances of the place, and the pofture 
they were in; and finally, their defpair of par- 
don in cafe they fhould happen to be wortfted ; 
‘that he could not promife himfelf any prefent 
advantage from the effect of this management: 
but he was neverthelefs refolv’d to run all ha- 
zards, rather than abandon his country in this 
diftrefs; the people in the mean time defiring 
nothing more than fome body to lead them on 
againft thefe mifcreants, in defianec of all dan- 
gers whatfoever. | 


Ananus, finding the multitude in fo good a 


could 


8c 


difpofition, made a choice of the beft men he 
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could pick out, and ranged them prefently in 
fuch order as the time would bear. The Zc- 
lotes had their fpies about Ananus; and, up- 
on intclligence of his defigns and motions, 
they march’d immediately toward him; one 
while, in fmall parties, andthenagain in grofs 
bodics; without giving quarter to any one 
creature that fell into their hands. Ananus 
with great expedition got his men together, 
who exceeded the others in number; but the 
Zelotes however had the advantage of being 
better arm’d: though what was wanting one 
way, was fupply’d on both fides with refolu- 
tion and good-will another. "The rage and in- 
dignation of the citizens doubled their valour 
againft the Zelotes: and that of the Zclotes 
alfo, on the other hand, inflamed their refolu- 
tion againit the multitude: the inhabitants 
tound they could notbe fate, unlefsthey clear’d 
the city of the faction : and the Zelores knew 
tull well, that certain death attended them, if 
they did not come off victorious. In this dif- 
poficion, both parties ingag’d ; and a skirmith 
began not far from the temple, by affaulting 
one another with ftones. Thofe that fled were 
cut off by the fwords of their enemics; fo that 
there were a great many dropt on both fides. 
As any of the inhabitants happen’d to be wound- 
ed, their friends carry’d them off into their 
own houfes; but che Zelotes were convey’d up 
to the temple, where they polluted and pro- 
phan’d the holy place and religion with their 
blocd. But the thieves came off ftill in all 
their fallies and excurfions with advantage. 
Tue people were now grown ftrong and 
numerous, and out of all patience with the fu- 
gitives for not ftanding their ground: info- 
much thar, clofing up the way behind them in 
their fight, they turn’d them back again upon 
the enemy; fo that they were forced to cut 
out their way forward in their own defence. 
By this means, they were brought every man 
ot them to the combat ; and the faction, not 
being able to ftand the fhock of the whole bo- 
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lick of a long ftanding. In order to his ends, 
he began with making himfelf popular by fer- 
ting up for a patriot. No man fo affiduous at 
council with Ananus in the day-time as him- 
felf; nor any man fo careful of the guards and 
watches by night. And he was at the fame 
time fo neceflary a {py for the Zelotes, that 
there was fcarce any thing that cfcap’d his 
knowledge: and what he knew, they knew fo 
foon as he could give them information. And 
for the better diiguife of his pretended zeal 
for Ananus and the people, he was moft offi- 
cioufly nice and forward in all his refpeéts to 
the high-prieft, and the great men he had to 
do withal. But fo it fell out, that the very 
over-doing of his part laid him under a jea- 
loufy ; for it was too much to be true, and too 
much labour’d to be natural: befide, that the 
flatterics were too grofs. Another thing that 
increas’d a fufpicion of him was this; that he 
thruft himfelf into their councils till, without 
being call’d. Ananus found that his fecrets 
were betray’d, and none fo likely as John to 
do it. But this wretch had play’d his game 
fo artificially, and was fo rooted in the good 
opinion of feveral great men, that there was 
no thought or poffibility of removing him trom 
his poft: fo that they could think of no better 
expedient for the putting of him to the teft, 
than to give him an oath of faith and fecrecy, 
to keep all the people’s councils, and to ferve 
them againft all rebels to the uttermoft of his 
power, John made no difficulty of {fwallow- 
ing this oath; and Ananus and his people as 
little of believing him without any further 
fcruple : and thereupon, they did not only take 
him immediately into their councils, but fenr 
him foon after upon a commiffion to the Ze- 
lotes, with propofals of peace. The thing 
they fear’d was, left the temple fhould come 
to be defiled with the blood of the Jews, and 
the blame laid at their door. This perfidious 
impoftor went his way to the Zclotes with 


Anencounter by, gave way by little and little toward the | quite another ftory ; and told them, that the 

in thetemplie.cemple ; and Ananus with his troops, prefling | oath he had taken was fo far from being againft john artif- 
onfuricufly among them. When he had driven |them, that, on the contrary, it was much in cialand ma- 
the Zelores before him out of the firft court, |their favour. ‘¢ Ihave, fays he, run all man- licious tothe 
they got in a fright into the fecond inclofure; |‘ ner of hazards for your fakes, in the care I ri oe 
fhuttiog the gates after them in a hurry upon |‘¢ have taken to inform you of all the defigns 

Ananue’s the puriuers. Amanus had too great a reve- |‘ and practices of Ananus and his party againft 

ise paes rence for the holy place to make ufe of any |‘ you. But I am now to tell you that neither 
fort of violence for the forcing of his paflage: |“ you nor I were ever in fo great danger as at 
though the enemy did all that was poffible to |** this prefent, if God in his providence does 
be done, by their darts and fhot from over their |“ not avert it. For Ananus hath prevail’d 
heads, to provoke him to it, But fuch was |“ with the people to fend deputies to Vefpa- 
the confcience the high-pricft made of pollut- |‘ fian, to defire him to come forthwith, and 
ing the holy temple with the mixture of an |“ take pofleffion of the city; having order’d 
unpurify’d multitude, that, if he might have |“ the people-to purify themfelves the next 
gain’d the main caufe by fuch a difpenfation, | day, to the end that, under a pretext of re- 

Acanuse- he would not have admitted it. So that all)“ ligion, they might cither by fair means or 

rects o ftenc~ he did at prefent was to ordera ftanding guard |* by foul get into the town. I do nor find, 

ing €-3'2 of fix thonfand choice men upon the porches |“ fays he, under their circumftances, how they 


"Phe charac- 


of the temple, and fo fucceffively fix thoufand 
mere after them to do duty, and to be re- 
liew’d by turns; not exempting the beft men 
of the town from their part in this fervice : 
only when ic came to their lot, they were al- 
Jow’d to hire men of an infcrior quality to 
watch in their itead. 

Tue popular party at this time carry’d all 


fhould be able to hold out long againft fo 
prodigious a number of men: but however, 
as God hath been pleafed to order it, I am 
at prefent deputed to bring you a project of 
peace; which in truthisno otherthana trick 
of Ananus’s, to hold youin hand with the 
amufement of a treaty, and then to fall up- 
on you by furprize, when you think your- 


er a before them; but John of Gifchala, the fugi- |‘« felves moft fecure. But as to what you are- 
Cee " tive before fpoken of, fpoil’d all again. He |‘ to do now, you have no other choice before 


was atalfe, crafty wretch; ambitious beyond {* you, that I can fee, thancither tocaft your- 


*© felyes 
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meafure ; an enemy and a traytor to the pub- His falfe and 
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** felves at the beficgers feet, or to callin a; maftersof the faculty of perfuafion, and (which 
S foreign force to your refcne. For, fays he, | was equal to all the reft upon this occafion) 
“* if you arc taken, thé very memory and con- | men of fpeed and difpatch. They made no 
“¢ fcience of what you have donc, (appear as | doubt of the Idumeans ready affiftance toward 
‘ penitent as you pleafe) pats you out of all| the promoting of fuch an affair; being a pco- 
“¢ hope of mercy ; befide that criminals prove | ple fond of broils and changes; brutal and 
“ the worfe many times for repentance: over | churlith, and ftich as needed no great art to 
** and above that the thirft for revenge in- | ingage them in any thing of this nature; for 
“ creafes with the power of taking it with f{e- | they are a people that go to war as other peo- 
“¢ curity. Confider again what you are tocx- | ple dotoa banquet. Expedition was now the 
“¢ peét from the friends and relations of thofe | main bufinefs, and the mefféngers did their 
*© you'have flain, and from a furious multitude | parts. - 


‘€ in the heightof their rage for the diffolution THexY were no fooncr come to the 
« 
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: fI 4 : € BOVEI rhe tetter is 
of their laws and cuftoms. Not but that | norsof Idumea, and had delivered their letters no fooner 


here and there afingle man perhaps may have | and inftructions, but the people went raving up read than the 
fome fenfe of humanity and tendernefs; but | and down like fo many mad-men; provoking requett 

“< what will that avail againft the impetuous | and incouraging one another to take up arms: 8'#d: 

“¢ yidlence of a brutal multitude?” This dif- | infomuch that they had gotten together a par= ty a levy of 
courfe of John’s ftartled the people; which | ty of near twenty thoufand men, that were all near ewenty 
was the thing he aimed at. As to the fo- | raifed for the relief of the metropolis, ‘This thoufand men 
reign force he hinted at, he meant it of the | army was raifed ina trice, and difpatch’d away ote 
Idumeans; though he daurft not venture tof to Jerufalem, underthe command of Johnand na upon 


- : “ ; oa i and upon 
fpeak ic out in plain terms. After this he | James the fons of Sofas, Simon the fon of cheipmaroh 


non 


4 


ane 


took fome of the heads apart, and gave them } Cathlas, and Phineas the fon of Clufoth. towards Je- 
fome fhert touches of Ananus’s cruclty, and Awnanus and his people knew nothing of rfalem, 
of the implacable malice of his heart toward | the fore-mentioned deputation of the twomef- 

them in particular. ; f{engers from the Zelotes ; but he was better 


informed however of the Idumean expedition, 
and fo order’d the gates to be fhut up, and the 
CHAP. VI walls well guarded ; but no act of hoftility to 
: Saas * be committed, tili he had firft try’d what might 
The Zelotes write to theldumeansforaffifiance; which \ be done by. reafon and fair words toward the 
is granted them in a fupply of near twenty thou- | compofing of the broil; fo that Jefus (the firft 
fand men. Fefus difcourfes the matter with | prictt next Ananus) mounted a tower over a- 
them. Simon the fon of Cathlas to the high-\ gainft the _Iduméans, and within hearing of 
prigt. The Idumeaus refolve to make good the} them {pake to this effeét.. 
Sieg ee “* Or all the calamities, fays he, that ever Jefus's rea- 
“ befel this famous city, nothing amazes me fonings and 
I LEAZAR the fon of Simon, and Za~ |‘ more than to fee fortune in a confpiracy propofls to 
BE; chary thefon of Amphicalus, were look’d | “ with the lewdeft people in nature to deftroy the Idumeans. 
upon as two of the ableft men the Zelotes had | * ic. Who could ever have thought to have 
in their council, and.the beft qualify’d for bufi- | “ feen you joining with a band of mifcreants 
nefs, either to advife or to execute: and they | “¢ againftus? and that too with more alacrity 
were both of the facerdotal race. ‘Thefe men, | “ than would have become you toward bar- 
taking for granted, that befide menaces in ge- | ‘¢ barians theinfelves, if Jerufalem had defired 
neral, their particular lives were threatened ; “© your aid ? But if you are of rhe fame mind 
and that Ananus and hisparty had call’d in the | “ with your fuperiors, this you have to fay 
Romans to their affiftance, as John had or- |‘ for yourfelves; that a fimilitude of man- 
der’d the ftory; they found themfelves fo | “<< ners, naturally begets an agreement of af- 
hamper’d under feveral difficulties, that they | “ feétions.. But this cannot be the cafe be- 
could not refolve which way to turn themfelves: twixt you and them. For if you confider 
fancying in the firft place that the very people j “ their lives and ations, you will not find one 
would tear them to pieces. As to foreign fuc- man of them that does not deferve a thou- 
cours. there were none to be expeéted time ¢- | *‘ fand deaths. As to their qualiry, they are 
The Zelotes nough to prevent the execution of the plot ; the very {cum and fink of mankind: and then 
indiftrefs,  ¢ + ‘the blow would be ftruck before their al- | “ for their manners, after their fquandring a- 
Vinee te lies could have any notice of their diftrefs. way their fortunes in luxury and debauch, 
help. But in the conclufion, they refolved to apply they proceeded to rapine and pillage; and 
themfelves to the Idumeans, and wrote them ftealing afterward into the city like thicves, 
a letter upon that occafion to this effect. ‘‘ Find- | ‘¢ they advanced to facrilege and bloodthed ; 
“ ing that Ananus, having firft feduced the even in the holy temple itfelf: wallowing 
“¢ people, hath defigned to betray Jerufalem . in drink and furfeits, atthe very altar, with- 
« to the Romans, we have retired into the | ‘ out either fear or fhame; devouring the 
“ temple in defence of the common liberty ; fpoils of thofe they have murder’d, and pro- 
“¢ where we are now befieged, and upon the |“ phaning the facred place with all manner of 
“ yery point of falling into the hands of A-| “ pollutions. Now in the middle of this con- 
“© manus and the reft'of our enemies, and the fufion, I: find you advanced here in as regu- 
city itfelf into the hands of the Romans, | “¢ lara formality of order and equipage, as if 
without immediate relief?” =. ‘© your army had been brought in at the re~ 
Tue bearers of this leccer had feveral things | “¢ queft.of the whole body of the city againit 
in charge to deliver by word of mouth to the | “¢ a foreign enemy. | What ihall I call this 
ptincipalsof that nation, The perfons.chofen | ‘¢ now, but the iniquity of fortune, to fee your 
for the executing of thiscommiflion, were two |“ whole nation united in fo infamous a confe= , 
Ananias’s; both refolute men, good fpeakers, | ‘“ deracy againft your own brethren? oe i 
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not but admire, I muft conteis, at the fud- 
dennefs of vour refolution, as well as at the 
thing ictelt. Ic muft be fome great matter 
fure, that could move you to take up arms 
for thicves and vagabonds, againtt your al- 
Hes. But you have been poffefs’d, I per- 
ceive, with a notion.of our calling in the 
Romans, and betraying the city ro them; 
and upon that pretence, you take upon you 
to fet up tor afferters of the liberties of Je- 
rufalem againit a foreign power. Now 
though this was a grofs and a malicious ca- 
lumny, it was yet pertinent cnough to the 
purpofe of the inventors of ic: for our enc- 
mies could never have gain’d their ends up- 
on menthat value liberty at the rate that you 
do, and would venture fo far for the pre- 
ferving of it, but by poffeffing you with a 
rage againft us, as the bafe and unmanly 

ctrayers of a bleffing and a privilege that 
you have fo greata veneration tor. But you 
thall do well now to confider, who they 
are that thus belye and traduce us; and then 
make a judgment upon the whole, not up- 


‘ on che credit of plaufible tales and hearfays, 


bur upon the force of clear truths and con- 
Vvincing reafon. 

“ How will ic confift that we fhounld dif 
pute cur liberties thus long with the Ro- 
mans, and juit now own them for our ma- 
fters? How came it that we fell off from 
them at firft? or how came it that we did 


* not go over tothem again, before our lands, 


towns and villages were totally laid wafte 
and deitroy’d? Neither is this a time for a 
treaty, if we had never fo great a mind toir; 
for the conqueit of Galilee hath made them 


* tco proud to hearken to any conditions. And 


then meanly to cringe to them to beg a peace, 
fo foon as they fhew themfelves before our 
walls, would be an intamy more infupport- 
able than death itfelf. For my own part, I 
am rather for peace than war; but, on the 
ether fide, when the war is once begun and 
inevitable, Iam rather fora glorious death, 
than the lite of a flave, 

““ Bur how ftands the café, I befeech you, 
ot our fending to the Romans ? Is it that 
the ring-leaders have privately fent fome 
particular perfons out of their own number, 
or families ? or will you have it to be a de- 
putation as the common aét of the people ? 
If chis was done by a particular commiffion, 
why are we not told the names of the com- 
miflioners ? Are there any letters to be pro- 
duc’d in proof of this fuggeftion ? or hath 
any man been taken up going or coming up- 
on this errand ? How comes it that among 
fo many thoufands of people, as we daily con- 
verfe with in the city, not fo much as onc 
man ever heard of ic? And how comes it 
again, that this fecrct, that has been manag’d 
with fo much caution out of the city, fhould 
be only known to a few perfons that are 
Jock’d up in the temple, and not at liberty 
fo much as to ftir out of the walls? Us it not 
a ftrange thing too that this trcafon fhould 
never be heard of, till the reporters of ir 
were in danger themfelves, and in dread of 
being call’ to an accounc for their ‘own 


crimes? Neither could it be call’d the peo=' 
ple’s aét, without pafling the vote of a ge~. 


neral aflembly ; which would have made it 
impofhble to be kept fo long a feerer. 


Or’ 


ee 
ce 
ce 
ce 
ce 
“e 
ce 
ce 
“< 
<¢ 
«¢ 
© 


“ 


ce 
CT 4 


cc 
it 4 
ce 
ce 
ce 
ce 
ce 
“ 
cc 
« 
te 
iT 
“et 
“ 
cc 
“cc 
ee 
“se 
ce 
iT 
oT9 
&¢ 
“ee 
“ce 
“ec 
ce 
iT 
“ 
“ce 
oe 
174 
£9 
ce 
“ 


- 
a 








to what end fhould there be a deputation 
too, when the thing was refolw’d before- 
hand, and no room left fora treaty ? And 
then, asI faid before, they fhould have done 
well to have named the commiffioners. But 
drowning men will catch hold of any thing 5 
and all this fhifting and fhuffling is only for 


the faving of their own skins. Bur if ic muft 


be the city’s fate at laft to fall by treachery, 
none fo likely to bring it to that end as our 
accufers themfclves ; for ’tis bur adding 
treafon to blood, facrilege, and the reft of 
the impicties they are guilty of already, to 
fill up the meafure of their iniquities, 
‘¢ Bur fince you are here upon the place 
with us, and in arms, what can you do bet- 
ter than to join with us in the relief of the 
city, and in the rooting out of thefe tyran- 
nical monfters ? Wretches that have trod alk 
our laws under foot, to make way for tu- 
mult and violence, treated our governors 
worfe than bond flaves, or common crimi- 
nals,-in jails, chains, nay, and with death’ 
itfelf, though never fo innocent; and which 
is worfe, without fo much as any pretence 
to the contrary, and without any place at 
laft for prayers or interceffions in favour of 
the mifcrable. ‘This is no more than what 
you may be eyce-witneffes of yourfelves, if 
you will but enter the city as friends, and 
believe your fenfes. There you fhall fee 
the gutting of houfes, and the whole town 
in mourning for their maflacred kindred and. 
friends; your ears entertain’d with nothing 
but crics and lamentations, and not one crea- 
ture to be found, upon the wholc, but has 
his part in this oppreffion. And they have 
carry’d up the infolence to fo extravagant 2 
pitch too, that after the barbarous robberies 
and outrages, committed in the country- 
towns and villages, they have brought the 
{cene likewife into the mother city itfelf, 
though the head and glory of the nation; 
carrying the outrage from thence alfo, into 
the very temple itfelf,: which they have 
made the feat of the war. From thence it 
is that they make their fallies, and thither 
their retreats; there they keep their guards, 
their ftores, and their magazines: and at this 
rate it is, in fine, that thefe profligates (of 
our own tribe and extraction too) prophanc, 
difhonour, and trample upon God’s holy 
habitation 5 and the place that is venerable 
all over the world, fave only among our 
own pcople, They are never fo defperate, 
but in the depth of their defpairs; they fill 
take delight in forcing all things co extre- 
mities, and in fetting citics and nations to- 
gether by the cars, and running all into a 
confulion of civil broils. Now the mott 
righteous and reafonable thing that you can 
do, (and that which might beit become you 
too) would be, asI faid before, to go hand in 
hand with us in delivering the nation from 
thefe firebrands, andin taking your revenge 
upon them for the impofture they have put 
upon you, and for prefuming to invite you 
into their party for affifttance: whereas they 
fhould rather have dreaded the vengeance 
and juftice from you, that belongs to a’ com~ 
mon cnemy. Or if you take it to bematter 
of decency and refpeét, to pay fome fort oF 
deference to their requefts, be but you plea- 
fed to pafs into the ciry-as friends ; jeave 
Gs yous 
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“ hafté we couldto your refcu¢? At'the fame 


“© rate are thofe in the temple your. enémiés : 





“ your arms at the gates, make yourfelves 
“ neuters, give the canfe a fair hearing, and 
_& beé-you yourfelves the judges of the contro- | “ and you have juft_ as much to fay againit us 
“ verify. But now fot thefe people that have |‘ as agdinit them.’ You have ‘at prefent the 
“* fo many notorious crimes to anfwer for them- | “ very. fupporters of ‘the commonwealth’ pri- 
“© felves;° and after the hurrying away of fo|‘‘ foners in the témple ; ‘and we are to be 
“many men of quality to death, without fo | fhamm/’d off with’a pretence,that the end of 
**’ miuch as the forms of either.charge or de-’| ‘your keeping ‘all rhe world, out of the. city, 
“fence; for''thefé pedple; I fay, to be ad-} “is to'avoid their tyranny : when in truth the 
“ mitted to fo‘‘impattial and‘tafy a way of |. very tyranny you complain you, ‘you, your= ( 
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“‘dinaty, and it will become them’to acknow-] **‘pafsupon any mian of common 'fenfe and rea- 

“ Yedge‘ the ape oa relma havé.to you for | fon.’ , And Keepitig ‘us out of the city: 

“ the favour. © But'if you will neither join] “ all ncither ; for wévaré ‘barr’d by” that '¢x 

. “with us inthe ¢quity of the caufe, “‘nér ap-] “ clufion, from the exéréife did enjoyment-of | *' 

“pear in the quality "of a judge, Betwixt ‘us,|“ ‘the “religious tités and cerethonics of our 

** pray ‘do but ‘withdraw froth ‘bdth parties, | profeffion, And’ itis ‘the fame, cafe again 

e Wwithout either: infwlting over ‘hoseft ‘men in|] with’ thofe that’ a6 befieg’d in the ‘temple, 

“their affliction, of “fiding’ with, traitors and || “ for punithing certain traitots that’ you, are 

“ ufurpers againft’ yout mother=city. »' Or if}  pleas’d to honour’ with ‘the-ticle of-honcit ‘ 

“ you art’not as-yer Sy ‘fatisfy’d of | “ ‘men and perfons of quality, for thé ‘credit a.) 6... 

“ our innacence;' a3 to any fecret correfpon-|° of the confederacy:: Now thé dply” thing co's” 

"dence With the’ ROmahs, do’ but fend out | that they were to bl4me for, Was, that ther 

“ your fcouts and agents to“fpy upon the paf- |“ did not begin with yous. that isto fay, at 

“¢ fes and-avenués ;° and'whcenevexr you find one || “the root of the confpiracy.,.But if-cliey were 

“ ‘Greatute of ud guilty of fuch 4 practice, Tpare |“ over tender, it Will conceth As ¥o 4G with 

© neither the aétot- nor'‘the party. Now that |" more vigour, for: the. maintchance, of thé 

Swill be the only‘proper time for 'ydui to ftand |“ houfe of God, and’ of the tites of our coun- The Idu- 

“Cup for your metropolis. : and thet¢' Is ho : se fry, as well wathi 1 the cit’ 7-a8 Without, and means refolve 
danger in the'm¢an tifne ; for,as yotiare polt+ | °° againit all oppofers., “ So'thar this’ fi¢ge we a eats 

ed, ‘it is not pofiible for any enemy‘td int¢r- i] are'refolved . to make gogd;. till, cicher ‘the the fee 

« pote to your prejudice. If this may work! "Roinans déliver you, or the ‘confciénce of 


“ upon you, “tis well; but if otherwife,” you! 
‘“cannot think it s¢dfonable for us to open our! 
S¢ gates till you lay down your arms,” 
: Pace Idumeans were fo incens’d ‘dt their be-; 
ing fhut out of the'town, that they gave little! 
or no heed to what'’ Jefus {aid ; «arid ‘then for, 
daying down their: arms, it look’d fo like. a; 
conqueft, that he attendees Weld act fo: 
tiesto: apon this, felbaove kindof uproar; <aumei! bow to.forue' thir friends. be et 
but Simon the fon df'Cathlas, one oF the com-) 74475 a ‘City by night ee I 
manders, with much ado appeafing-it, took a'}’ lites. ; "en iD mnaffacre. NOBUS HAS 7! ofius 
ftanding upon an advanice-grouhd within hear-|| Gre: Pub to dentin. fey the Tee ce ae 
ing “of the high-pricit,: ‘and deliver’d himfelf : ALE Idumean “army ‘gave to whderftand 
tothem aftcr this manner, = by fhouts and ‘clamiuts, -hoW mitch thes 
Simon thefon :, 1 Do not wonder, fays he, to fee the de-| were pleas’d with what‘was faid. “But Jclirg, 
POuhhe ws ‘fenders of our country’s libetties fhut up| on the other hand, went away penfive ‘and for 
‘rowful ; not only for the untrattable temper of 


fehighe “ here in the temple, when the very beleee t 2 tempe 
priet.” °—<¢! of thofe patriots have likewife {hut up the.| the Idumcans, but. likewife. to find, that .the . 
'  & cisy irfelf which ought to be fice and'| citizens had now ‘a double war upon their 

<* open to the whole nation; but at the fame | hands. And the “Iduimeans | were’ y ok mud 
“¢ time ready cnotigh perhaps to entertain the, ‘eaficr neither, pattly dit of an indignation 4 
*“ Romans with ‘garlands and ‘acclamations, | t c,afltont bf fuch'a tepulft, ' and paftly'to find 

a as & >Tis cnough for us, you think, to talk to us,| themfclves fo rhuch niftaken ih thé firefigth of 
« from your towers, idvife us to"lay down our'|'the Ziclores; “for the weft not 1S frong’ as 
¢ arms (though taken up in the comition caufe) they’ imagined : dtid ‘the difitulrits ‘of, the ‘un 
« ond not to troft our ri¢areft frlehds’ with the' | dertaking’ made. théth half repent thet com 
*¢ guard of the city. *’But infterd of defending:| ing.” But the thame of retursing jul a3 they 
<¢ our capital, we dre held in hand with pro-i| dame, and withdut making any, atteripe,, car 
“€ pofals of being made ‘judges, of eS adie ry’dit dgainft all.other fcruplés: fo that they They pat 
« In queftion; and id the fame'inftant, while!| refolve (ratlily entcuish) te ‘take Up theit fta~ 
«© you are laying heavy chatges againft others,; 


wee: and’ to i hemfelver 
tion where they wéYe,° and to inca pete ough eg 
“¢ for deftroying yout. felldw-citizers ‘withobe' ve 
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Tdameans incamp ‘ander the cityvdaliss:: 
-o: furious tempefts andthe Idumeans fhelter: theni- 
Selves under. thelribuckiers.agaiafiott © Several 
\ forebodings upon ‘tt. ~:The Lelotes.advife. in 


Np, under under th 
the rae walls one clty.. a ne % walls of the 
«© any colour of law, ‘you yourfelves pto-'|, “Ox'the hight following, there Blew a dread- 07: 
«c panics judgmiene'ag Will ind pleafute epon| fal “tempeft “of Wind and sain, aetopiny enpet 7 
“ the whole nation, and violently-keep: your! With fuch’ terrible flafhies of Ii thing; tearing Seidl 1 ite 
«owt brethren out'of a city that gives ad-' claps of thunder, and flich bell OW ng Of, carthe ait if sy 
 mitegnee, upon the Account of ‘piety’ and de-, que as pat All Pedple td thir Witsiend, to fr meine 
« votion, to all matkind befide.' Butis this |t ink what thefe prodigies’ iri Bht poreend. ve P 
© your way then ofacknowlédging’obligations? | Tite inhabitants ahd thé Idumedns were both 
‘ Do ou calligan expedition ageinft you, nd undék tHe fame fippicli¢nfion: thit'is to fay, 
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The Ida- 
means cover 
thenifelves 
with cheir 
bucklers a- 
gainft the 
ftorm. 


The Zelores 
in council 
how to fecure 


their friends. 


The Fdu- 
“yneans enter 
the city by 
tight. 


“cour. . : 








wary and that fome vindi@tive judgment threa- 
ten’d them both, if they went on with ic againit 
their mother-city : Ananus and his party, logk= 
ing upon it all this while as a' declaration from 
heaven in their favour, - taking for granted 
that Ged would fight forthem; and give them 
a viétory without a battle. Bur the event 
fhew’d them to be falfe prophets; for thar 
which they apply’d to the enemy betcl chem- 
felvesin the conclufion. | iw we 

ALL that the Idumeans were able to do in 
the fury of this ftorm, was to ftand onc ta anor 
ther as clofe as they could prefs, and cover 
their heads with their bucklers;) whereby they; 
fecured themfelves againft wind and weathes. - 
The Zelotes all this while were in more pain 
for the dariger the Idumeans were expos’d to 
than for themfelves; and fo laid cheir heads 
together, to confult which way it was poflible 
for them to bring their friends off. The more 
daring part of the council were abfolutely for 
fetting upon the city guards; and, atter the 
gaining of that point, for downright forcing 
the gates, and making way for the Idumeans; 
arguing, that fuch a furprize upon raw-fol- 
diers, und men ill-arm’d, would fo diforder 
them,that they would find it a hard matter to 
appear in a body again; befide, that they had 
moft of them hous’d themfelves to be out of 
the weather. But let the danger be what it 
would, nothing (they faid) fhould ever make 
them {o bafe as to abandon their friends and 
allies, that came fo generoufly to their fuc- 


Tue moderate men were utterly againft this 
way cf adventure; giving tor granted, that 
the guards at chis: time were undoubtedly 
deubled upon fo critical a jundture ; a ftri¢ter 
watch than ordinary {et upon the walls, in re- 
gard of the Idumeans; befide, that Ananus 
would be every where up and down, at all 
hours, upon his rounds, to keep the foldiers 
to theirduty. And fo it would have been any 
other night but that, when Ananus went. to 
refreth himfelf; not fo much outof negligence 
and lazinefs, as by a judicial fatality that o- 
ver-rul’d him upon that critical inftant, to the 
ruin of himfelf, and his people: for the night 

cing now far {fpent, and the tempeft increaf- 
ing, the guards upon thetemple-gates fell all 
fait efleep. 2 

Ir came now into the Zelotes heads, thatif 
they could but deftroy the bolts and bars of 
the gates, the work were done: whereupon 
they took down certain faws and other inftru- 
ments, dedicated to the fervice of the holy 
temple, with which they fil’d and cut them 
to pieces; and it fell out fo luckily, that, be- 
twrxt the raging of the wind, and the roaring 
of the thunder, the beficgers heard nothing of 
the ncife, - Upon this, they ftole away pri- 
vately toward the city gates, next to the Idu- 
means; which they open’d as they had done 
the former. The Idumeans took ic at firft 
for Ananus attempting to make a fally, and 
every man with his {word in his hand made 
toward the paflage, to oppofe him; but up- 
on finding their miftakes, the Idumeans e€n-. 
ter’d the city ; and with fuch a rage, that, 
if they had difcharg’d it upon the people, 
as they were about to do, .they. muit. have 


- put the whole body of them to the fword. 


But the Zelotes carneftly befeeching them not 
to leave their friends in the temple in diftrefs, 
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that the 


for whofe fakes. they came thither, and fo ex- 


pofe them to ftill greater dangers; and like- 


Wife reafoning with them, how much. ca- 
ficr they ‘would find the enterprize, if they 
began with the guards;:.whereas, if the inha- 
bitants took’ the.alaram. firft, they would ga- 
ther in multitudes, and difpute every inch of 
ground upon fach advantages, that they could 
never carry..their point.;, the _Idumeans were 
of the fame mind, and fo made ir their firft 
bufinels ‘to pafs direétly thorough the city, to. 


the relief of their friends: that were prifoners 


in the temple ; where the. Zelotes waited their 
coming withgreat impatience. ‘The Idiimcans 
were no fooner enter’d, .but the Zelotes ad> 
vaneed Out of the inner+temple, and. join’d 
‘with them in a fally upon the guards. “Same 
they kill’d in their fleep, while others took 
‘the alaram., at the outcries of the people ;. and 
the multitude ftood torheir arms, though with 
all the confufion in the world. But raking ic 
at firft to. be only a party of the Zelotes, they 
made little doubt of 6vercoming them with 
numbers,. and took heart upon it; but when 
they faw. how others cames pouring in upon 
them from abroad, and that. the Idumeans had 
join’d the Zelotes, the greater part of. them 
etcok themfelves to cries.and lamentations, 
dropping their courage and their arms both at 
once. . Some few brave young fellows there 
were however, that had the hearts yet to 
make a ftand againft the Idumeans, and to co= 
ver the-timorous common people, while o- 
thers went raving up and down from place to 
place, making proclamation as it were of the 
ruin-of the city. But not one foul thap had 
the ore to ftrike a blow,after it wasknowna 
dumeans were matters of the town, 
The ftreéts-rung of vain. and ‘fruitlefs exclama 
tions, and mournful complainings, the fhricks 
of women in frights. for. the lofs ‘of .their 
guards; and all chefe clamours were. made 
much more dreadful by the‘fhouts of the-Idy- 
means and Zelotes, and the tempeftuous vio- 
lences of the winds and thunder. But fuch, 
in fine; was the natural barbariry and fierce- 
nefs of the Idumeans, together with the vexa- 
tious thought of being fhur out of the city, and 
expos’d to the ftrefs of weather, that. they 
fhew’d no mercy; and wherher they were in 
arms or upon their knees, it wasthe fame cafe. 
Some pleaded religion ; others, kindred: but 
death ftopp’d ali their mouths; and their con- 
dition was fuch, that they could neither fight 
nor run away. Nay, the very fear of death 
contributed as much,ta the'execurion of:it, ip 
fome fort, as the rage of the ‘enemy: for by 
preffing fo hardone.upopanother, they block’d 
upall poffibiliry of retiring, -and brought them 
fo thick rogether, that. their adverfaries, made 
not one, blow:in vain. In this, extremity of 
death, leapt headlong down a. precipice into 
another. ;'There was aHood, in fine, of blood 
quite around the outer-tempic; and «by the 
time .ic. was fair. day-light,. they computed 
cight thoufand five hundred dead bodies upon 
the. place... Bee ee ee 
Awnp this was not enough yet to quench the 
infatiable fury of the blood-thirfty Idumeans, 
without -turning their -rage againft the city; 


where they. pillag’d,all honfes indifierently, 


and kill’dall the people they found in their 
way: As for the rabble’ they look’d upon them 


as 
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A bloody 

and inhuman 
mafflacre en- 
fues upon it. 


their diftraétion, fome of them. to avoid-one . 
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_ upon thcir bodies 3) making {port wich Ananus 


Ananus and 
Jefus put to 
death. 


‘Two perfons 


of exemplary tually as much put to death as Ananus: befide 
picty and vir- ghat, over and above the dignity of his cha- 


tuc 


- efteem’d in the world for his perfonal yirtue 


" reveretice to the dead, have provided for the 


IV... the WARS of the JEWS. 
-a8-below their anger; but their main bufinefs-{ the Romans were not'a people to. be baffled, 
was to wreak their malice upon the high-priefts 5 
which they did, by cutting off their heads fo 
foon: as they found them, and then-trampling 






fair underftanding with .the other. To {peak 


i their mans and the Jews would have come to an a- 
for-his popularity, and ‘with Jefus for his ha- 
rangue upon the wall; in a way. of mockery 
and derifion. Nay, they were come to that 
pitch of impiety,’ as to forbid them the rites 
of burial; though ‘the Jewith laws, out of a 


miracle. He had ales humbled thofe in~ 
cendiariés, the Zeélores‘(falfly fo call’d;)'and 
the Jews, with fuch.a captain .at the head of 


enough to do. He was fo happy alfo as to 
have Jefus for his fecond ; a perfon as much 
above all other men as he was inferior to 
Ananus. But it was God’s will to purge this 
holy city as by fire,. for all che pollutions and 


taking down even of executed criminals from 
the very crofs, and burying them before fun- 
fer. If I thould now date the deftruétion of 
this city from the death of Ananus, and reckon 
that Ananus and. Jerufalem fell both on. the 
fame day;; I believe I fhould not.be niiichiout abominations that had ‘been corhmitted invit : 
in _mytaccount.. For _in the lofs of shis man] and thig was’ done by taking away théfe two. 
they loft the fupport of their government,and j illuftrious perfons, which were the only means 
all hope of fafety ;, and Jerufalem was effec- | of preferving it: two perfonsthat but yefter- 
day were venerable. for their prieftly robes ; 
the heads and prote¢tors of the moft glorious 
religion’ under the fun, andthe darlings, not 
only of their own people, but of all foreigners 
that had the honour to know them; and now, 
in the-turn of a -hand,; expofed naked for a 
prey.ko dogs and wild-beafts, ito the aftonifh- 
ment and heart-breaking of all good men, to 
fee virtue trampled upon, and iniquity ride 
triumphant. - - - Pa Peres Cape erevrt a 


raéter and extraction, he was a mah highly 


and juftice; and his humility was-yet the 
crown of all the reft. He was a famous af 
ferter. of liberry anda common-wealth; for 
he had no intereft of his own but toferve the 
publick: a lover and a promoter of peace a- 
bove all things; for he knew weH-enough that 


wi wy 
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.and that nothing could iecure the Jews buta | 
all in a word; if Ananus had liv’d; the Ro- — 


g@reement. He was a moit powerful fpeaker, | 
and had the talent of .moving his hearers to a’ 


them, would have found the Romans work 
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BOOK V. 





CHAP. f. 


The cruelty of the Idunieaus andthe Zelotes. 
with treafon before a mock court of Fuftice. 
the temple. 
city. 


aE TER the horrid butchery of 
Ananus and Jefus, (as afore- 
faid) the common people were 
treated at the rate even of the 
worft of beafts, both by the 
Zelotes and Idumeans; who 
cut them to pieces as faft as they found them: 
but for men of quality and thofe that were in 
the vigour of their youth, they kept them only 
in cuftody ; in hope that for the faving of their 





The barbe- 
TOws Cruelties 
of the Llu 
meansand:hes 
Z.t.otes, 


lives they might be brought over to their par-. 


ty: but they chofe rather to die every man of 
them,than to join in a confpiracy with traitors 
againit their native country. And death was 
the leaft part of their mifery too; for it was 
brought on with the moft exquifite of torments : 
and when the bodies of men were torn and 
mangled with fcourges, till they were all over 
ulcers, and could hold out no longer, they 
had recourfe then to the fword, for the finith- 
ing of the work. Thofe that they took up in 
the day, were crowded into prifons at night; 
and as any of them dy’d there, their bodies 
were thrown out to make room for more ; and 
the next comers to- be ferv’d after the fame 
manner. Thefe horrid maflacres put the peo- 
pie in fuch adread, that they durft not own fo 
much as afigh or atear for the lofs of a friend, 
or any fort of funeral rites for the neareft re- 
lations they hadin the world: nay, they durft 
not fo much as weep or mourn in their own 
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Gorion and Niger of Perca are put to death. 


Twelve thoufand men put to death. Zachariah charged 
The court acquits hint, and the people murder him int 
The praGice is difcover’d, and the Idumeans difckarge their prifoners, and leave the 


Divine juftice overtakes the tyraats. 


houfes or chambers, without fearching all the 
holes and corners firft, to be fure that nobody 
was within hearing: forhumanity was become 
fo dangerous a crime, that it was death even 
to fhew a tendernefs for the memory of thofe 
that were gone. All they coulddo, was now 
and then in the dark and by ftealth to cafta 
handful of earth or two upon the body ; though 
fome few were fo bold as to venture upon it in 
the day too. This perfecution coft the lives 
of twelve thoufand men of the firft quality. 
Tuese blood-thirfly monfters began now to 
be almoft furfeited with this barefac’d, cut- 
throat way of murder, and had the confidence 
to fet up a mock-court of juftice, and to dothe 
fame thing over again under a form of law and 
equity. ‘There was one Zachariah the fon of 
Baruch, a man of the firftrank; a friend toall 
good men, and an enemy to the wicked: 
man, in fhort, of great authority and virtuc, 
and over and above, very rich. Vhis Zachariah 
was look’d upon by the Zelotes,asa man fo dan= 
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Twelvethou- 
fand men of 
the beft 
qualiry put 
to death with 
infamy. 


geroufly popular, that they themfelves could — 


not be fafe, they thought, without removing 
him. So they refolv’d to take away his life ; 
or, which was all one, to put him upon his 
trial for it. ‘To this purpofe they call’d toge- 
ther feventy of the better fort of the people, 
under the name of judges; but without any 
femblance of a commiflion to authorize them. 
This pretended court being met, the Zelotes 

exhibited 


Book Ve 


Zachary | exhibited a formal charge againft Zachary; for 

charged with being ia a confpiracy to, betray Jerufalem’ to 
treafon be- Po hed RSD aoe ae 

fore a mock the Romans, and treating about ic wich Vef- 

court of jut pafian.. There was not the leaft colour cither 

of a proof, or fo much.as.any inducement’ to 

the believing of it; but the Zelotesfaid it was 

fo, and therefore ir mnft be fo. 2 fot 

ZACHARY perceiving manifeftly’ “that his 

life was at ftake, and that the whole manage- 

ment was a cheat (for he had nothing to do 

with Vefpafian) he gave, himfelf without more 

ceremony for loft; but ftill in the abandon’d 

ftate of this defpair, he govern’d -himfelf in 

He makes an his defence witha ferenity of mind and a free- 

hong dom of fpirit, well becoming the charaéter of 

desene a man of honour and virtue. He began with 

contemptuous reflections. upon the ,fhameful 

practices and pretences of his accufers, and 

fo procceded to the evident calumnies and in- 

confiftencies of their fuggeftions ; briefly lay- 

ing open the vanity of all their objections, 

and turning their arguments in their own faces ; 

fetting forth in order the whole courfe of their 

iniquitics, and complaining by the bye of the 

troubled ftate of things. ‘This generous and 

daring behaviour of Zachary.tranfported . the 

Zelotes into fo malicious a rage, that they had 

certainly murder’d him upon the place, if it 

had not been to keep-up the credit of their 

pretended judicature,, by. putting it tothe ex- 

periment, whether their new judges. would 

venture thcir heads.or no, upon fo dangerous a 

point of juftice. When -ic came to the iffue, 

Thewhole the whole court pronounc’d ‘the prifoner .,in- 

court acquits nocent, without fo much as one man of the 

him. feventy that did not chufe rather to. run’ the 

hazard of his own life, than to deftroy fo good 

a manby a fentence againft all confcience and 

equity, This judgment of acquittal put the 

Zelotes into fuch an uproar, that they were 

all raging mad at the judges, for being fuch 

blockheads as not to underftand to what end 

they were fet there. Upon this, two of the 

Zachary, Yankeft ruffians of the crew fell outragioufly 

murder’d by upon Zachary, and miurder’d him in the mid- 

the rabblein dle of the temple, with this infolent:railery in 

the temple. sheit mouths: “ Now, fays one of them, -we 

“ have given you our difcharge too, and you 

“¢ are much furer of this, than you were of the 

“° other; ” cafting the body at the fame time 

down the preeipice.under the temple. . As to 

the judges, that were to pafs the fentence, 

their lives were fpar’d, and their punifhment 

only a judgment of infamy, to be beaten out 

of the temple with the flats of the fwords. By 

this means they were difpers’d’ up and down, 

fo many cye-witnefles of the flavery of the.ca- 
pital city.at that time. | Bin GAN gs cite Ee 

Tue Idumeans themfelves were fo difgufted 

at this way of proceeding, that they curs’d 

the hour of their coming; .and fo confering a- 

bout it, they had’ fecret intelligence given 

them by one of the Zelotes, of the hiftory of 

the people that invited. them in. “ True it 

‘6 was, he faid, that they did take up. arms 

upon the credit of a report that the .high- 

priefts were treating with the Romans for 

“the betraying ofthe city; however, upon 

*¢ further enquiry, they found nothing. at. all 

“indie 5 ‘but, on the contrary, the. pretended 

aflerters of our liberties were aétually the 

fiibverters of them, and they themfelyes.the 

“tyrants that onght to. have been timely fup- 

“ prefs’d. Buc, faysthe Zelote, fince it hath 

“* beén your anhappy lot to join with them 
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time, for you to break off fo criminal an al- 
“¢ liance ‘with the profefs’d enemies of. your 
<° Jaws and ‘country. “You took it il! to be 
‘<<’ kept out of the town; and are you not fuf= 
“© ficiently reveng’d, do you think, upon thofe 
‘that ‘excluded you, ‘in the death. of Ananus 
“* and fo many thoufands of the citizens in one 
“tight ? an action, fays' he, which many of 
“your people will live to repent. Bae I 
“* {peak this only to fhew. you the barbarity of 
“ your confidents, that had the impudence to 
“ commit thefe fhamelefs cruelties' even be~ 
“* fore the faces of their prefervers, and by 
“ doing the bafeft things that ever were heard 
“ of in the fight of thetr allies, totransfer the 
* infamy from the Zelotes to the Tdumeans ; 
“ who in truth fhould’ cither have hindréd 
‘* them, or left them.’ Now, fays he, fincé 
“it is as clear as the fun, that the whole’ fto- 
“< ty of the confpiracy is nothing’ but a’calum- 
* ny, and that there is no fuch thing ‘in’ prof- 
“¢ pect as the dread of a Ronian ariiy; befide 
‘* the impregnable ftrength of this city, if ic 
<< Were trie to itfelf: fince thus it is, I fay, 
“'what have you miore to do than to return 
“© whence you came; and,by abandoning thefe 
“ monfters, to expiate in fome fort for the ill 
“ things you did in their.company? wherein 
‘* you are thus far excufable, that you were 
“¢ rather paflive under a well meaning miftake, 
than voluntary ‘actors at your own. liberty 


cc. 
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“¢ and.choice.”” This. difcourfe had’ fuch an Upon this 
effeé&t upon the Idumeans, that they forthwith ditcourfe the 
Idumeans dif- 


fet all their prifoners at liberty, which were 
near two thoufand ; left the city, and fowent 
to Simon, (of whom hereafter) and then 
home 2.8 veo 

Turs unexpected departure-of the Idume- 
ans was cqually a furprize both to the inhabi- 
tants and tothe, Zelotes,. though upon feveral 
accounts: for the people, that knew: nothing 
of the other’s repentance, took heart upon it, 
and comforted themfelves in the thought of - 
fuch adeliverance: the Zelotes, on-the other 
hand,. grew as infolent upon it, ina confidence 
of their.own ftrength, -and to.confider that 
the check. being now, taken off that kept them 
in fome fort of awe of the Idumeans,: they 
were now at. liberty to. go,their own: way. with- 
out any reftrdint of {cruple, confiderarion, or 
delay:. fo that every thing was now done.in a 
hurry,,,without delilberation orcounfel. They. |, ..., 
ftuck: at nothing, though never: fo‘;wicked, 
‘and. whatever came.in their heads, ic wasno 2 o...!. 


fooner thought than. executed... 


Bur. their greateft and moft deadly fpite was 
againft.men of bravery,and honour; and thofe 
they. perfecuted to,:the- uttermoft extremity 5 
the nobility ‘out of envy, the men‘of refolu- 
tion and, virtue out:of, fear: for .they..could 
never think themfelves fafe fo long as any man 
of that charaéter was alive. . ‘This.was it. that 
Bia etnias HORS TE aD oe end so vee orion and 
made.them put Gorion to. death, ; with-feveral Niger of Pe- 
others ;..aman, eminent for his extraction ’and rca put to 
virtues; .couragious;. and a lover of the people death. 
and of liberty, no creature more ;.and, in fine, 
this fpirit .of liberty, (together with his:other 

ood qualities) was.his.ruin., Niger of Perea 
Ei alo: under the fame difaftrous fate: a man 
of atry’d valour and conduét againft the Ro- 
mans; fhewing and glorying in the wounds 
and fears he had receiv’d io the fervice of his 
country, as they dragg’d him along the ftreets. _ 


When they had him out of the gates, and i 
E cS 


charge their 
prifoners, and 
leave the city. 
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he gave himfelf for dead, he made them this 
one carneit requeit, that his body might be 
bury’d: bue it was deny’d him ; and to they 
put him to death, with this prophetical im- 
precation in his laft breath, that the Romans 
might come to avenge his blood, and divine 
juitice overtake them with famine, {word, pef- 
tilence, and mortal divilions among themfclves, 
anfwerable to the enormity of their crimes. 

It was not long before God in his righteous 
providence poured down all thefe plagues up- 
on them, as foretold, beginning with their 
inteftine broils. ‘The death of Niger fee their 
hearts at cafe as to any farther danger that 
way- But there was not yer fo much as one 
common man thatthey did not find fome occa- 
fion or other to pick a quarrel with. Some 
they put to death for things done and pait, 
and for difaffeGtions of old date. In other 
cafes, where there was no matter of fack a- 
gaintt a man, a bare jealoufy or poilibiliry was 
enough to deftroy him. If they made court 
to the faétion, they were fpics; if they kept 
off, it was interpreted envy and contempt: 
but whecher the pretended crime was great or 
(mall, the penalty was ftill the fame; and no 
one efcap’d them unlefs he had neither moncy 
nor honour. 


Divine ven- 
ecance over- 
3 

takes them. 








CHAP. If. 


The Fews miferably confounded. The officers prefs 
Vefpafian to rigour 5 but Vefpafian is for mode- 


ration. The Zelctes go sver darly to the Ro- 
mans.  Herrid perfecution and cpprefion. The 


deftrustion of Ferufalem foretold by an antient 
prediGion. 


HE Roman officers having their hearts 

fet upon Jerufalem, could not with a 
fairer opportunity for the advancing-of their 
ny @- G¢fign, than by laying hold of the diftractions 
“in the city; to whichend, they apply’dthem- 
felves to the general, Vefpafian, by all means 
The Romzn to improve the providence of the prefent occa- 
omcersprefs fion, without allowing the Jews one moment of 
Verpafian t0 cime to bethink themfelves: for they would 
rene 30°" either agree or tire, or repent, or fomething 
‘ or other; and the work-would be then to be- 
gin again: repreferiting dlfo ar the fame time, 

that the hand of God did moft evidently ap- 

pear, upon thefe factions, in favourofthe Ro- 

Vefpafian ad- mans. ‘The general gave them this anfwer: 
vifes temper ‘¢ That their bravery-wasmore than their po- 
and modera- *. licy ; and that they confider’d the ‘glory of 
mens ‘¢ the action in the ofténration of their courage, 
‘© (as if it were to fight a prize) more than the 

“¢ prudence and advantage ofit. For, fayshe, 

<¢ to attack the city rathly and precipitatcly, 

“© would be the ready way to make them all 

“ friends again, and to draw their forces upon 


“ us, which are very confiderable, ‘into a 
“© conjunction as againft a common ‘enemy; 
“© whereas if we do but wait a while with a 
“ little patience, they”! do our bufinefs to our 
“ hands, in {pending their numbers and their 
“ fpirits one upon another. For God ‘does 
s* better for us than we ‘could do forourfelves, 
** in delivering up the Jews to the Romans 
s¢ without labour or peril, and giving us 
“story without fo much as a battle. - Are 
“ they not already defpetately engaged in a 
“* civil war (which is the heavieft of alljudg- 
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“* ments) and cutting throats among them- 
“ {elves like fo many mad-men? and who burc 
‘© a mad-man then, will enter into a needlefs 
“6 conteft with mad-men, and run the risk. of 
“© bearing a part in the tragedy, when he may 
“© do his bufinets better in the quality of a {pec- 
“ caror? Thefe people, I cell you, are hot- 
“ headed, and rather than not be dettroy’d 
© they'll kill one another, As for thofe that 
*¢ look upon a cheap victory to be inglorious, 
“© they fhould do well co fet the advantages ot 
“¢ a temperate accommodation without blood 
“ againft the uncertain chance of war. This 
“¢ is not to derogate from the honour of mili- 
“ tary virtue; tor provided the fame thing 
“* be done, what matters it whether by arms 
“© or by counfel? But yet undoubtedly that 
“© muft needs be the beft way of doing it, 
‘* which at the fame time weakens the encmy, 
‘© and keeps our own men by daily exercife in 
‘¢ difcipline and in breath. . Neither, fays he, 
“ is chis a time for us to propofe to ourfelves 
“© the fame of a glorious exploit, when thc 
«¢ Jews are doing our work for us, and mind 
“¢ neither their arms, their fortifications, nor 
“ their walls, nor the making of intereft and 
“¢ friends; but by tearing one another’s 
“¢ hearts out, and doing the part of the worft 
‘© ofenemies one to another; till they have 
‘¢ brought themfelves into fuch a condition, 
‘¢ that the beft they can hope or with for, is 
“¢ to be our flaves. Now as to the prudence 
“¢ and honour of the matter in queftion’;. if 
‘© they have a mind to deftroy one another, 
‘© why fhould we hinder them; nor is there, 
“ in fine, any reputation ro be gotten by a 
‘¢ victory, that was rather caft upon us by the 
‘¢ fa€tion of the one fide, than gain’d by the 
‘© yalour of the other; and this is effe¢tually 
‘¢ the truth of the cafe.” : 
Tuis was Vefpafian’s fenfe of things, and 
the officers were of the fame opinion with 
their general; as it appear’d chey had reafon 
to be by that which follow’dfoon after. For 
there came over deferters to him fromthe Ze- peferters co 
lotes in great numbers, day. after day; tho’ over daily 
the ways and pafies were. fo befet, that it from the Ze- 
fcem’d almoft impoffible to efcape. “They ‘put a tose 
every man to the {word that they took, upon Toranny and 
a pretence that he was running away to the oppreffion to 
Romans: that is to fay, unlefs he redeem’d the highett 
himfelf for a fum of money, and that ‘broughr 4¢sre¢- 
him off. So that there was no treachéry but 
where there was no cdfh;. for the.rich com- 
pounded, and the poor were left in the lurch. 
‘The maflacre was fo outrageous, that the dead 
bodics lay pil’d up in-heaps upon the high- 
ways; and many that were thinking to get off, 
chang’d their minds, arid chofe rather t6 pe- 
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rifh in the'city, only in hope of a littlé ‘earth 
to cover them. Nay, “fuch ‘was'the ‘extrava- 
gant barbarity of ‘thefe tonfters, that’ they 
would not allow burial’t6 any creaturé cither 
within the city or without; bur, like profcfs’d 
enemies to the inftinétsof nature, as well as the 
rights of,thcir country, they affronted’ God 
and man indifferently, and expofed the. bodies 
to ‘lie rotting above ground in the face of the 
fan.’ Nay, and ic was as ‘unpardonable'a ctime 
co attempt the buryitg’of a friend, as‘‘to go 
over tothe enemy; and he that had but'‘new- 
ly-bury’d‘another, wanted a friend’ thé ‘next 
moment to do the-fame ‘office’ for ‘himfelf. 
There‘was.no fuch thing left among’ them’ as 
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: compaffion (the moft human of all our affeéti- 
ons) but it was wholly extinguifhed in the 
hearts of thefe mifcreants; and mifery was 
made rather a provocation to rage, than a mo- 
tive to pity. : esi of 
Tue f{peétacle, in fine, was fo frightful, 
that it made the living envy the dead 5; and 
the want of a grave was nothing to the mife- 
ries of a prifon: and they did nor only tram- 
ple upon all that was facred among mien, but 
trified: with divinity icfelf, and made no more 
account of the oracles of the prophets, than 
of fo many dreams or fables. Bus yet after 
The deftruc- the contempt of all the laws and precepts of, 
tion of J or their forefathers, concerning the meafures of 
as swan. good and evil, they found the denouncing 
cient predic~ prediétions to be yet made good in the con- 
tion. clufion againft themfelves and their country: 
For there was a traditional prophecy handed 

down to them from antiquity, that in time 

to come there fhould break out a violent fedi- 

tion in Jerufalem ;. and thar the Jews them- 

felves with their own. hands fhould prophane 

the holy temple: the city to be afterwards 

taken, and all that was facred belonging toic | 

laid in afhes. The Zelotes made no doubt of 

the auchoricy of this prophecy, and put their. 

own helping hands to the execution of it. 


| 

















CHAP. Ii. 
obu fets up for fovercign power. 4 foarp wit, 
t pee aire There are Lelotes pi pe 
zelotes; and Fobn fides with the latter. Three: 
heavy judgments upon the Fews, anda worfe 
yet bibind. Engadai taken by form, aud Fu- 
dea made the [cene of the war. A good unuder- 
Standing betwixt the Fews aud Vefpafan. Ga- 
dara invites and receives him. The. factions: 

. betake themfelves to flight. Placidus puts 
them all tothe rout. The fugitives make their’ 
way to Bethennabris. Placidus rifles the place, 
and fets fire to it. The Fews forced upon a; 
battle, where they loft fifteen thoufand men p-; 
ont the place. pee ea a 


HE ambitious heart of John of.Gifchala 

' | was grown now too big to content it- 
felf with any thing lefs than fovereign power, 
the attaining of which was a project that he 
had -a long time form’d in his thoughts; fo 
that withdrawing infenfibly from the fellow- 
fhip of his companions, and engaging by little 
and little, a party of profligate, ruffians into 
his intereft, his bufinefs was now to fet,up for 
A manofan himfelf.. He had a humour of impofing his 
impofing im- gwn orders and opinions. imperiouily upon.o- 
perious hiv thers, and of treating theirs again with con- 
: tradiction and contempt: and this he:did out of 

a manifeft affectation of afole..and:abfolute 

power. Some join’d with him out :of -fear, 

and -feveral out of aifeétion and good will: 

for. he. was the greateft mafter of words .in na- 

and an excel ture, and of the art of moving the affections. 
lent fpeaker. Many follow’d him for.their own fecurity, in 
hope that all the.ills,that they had done would 

be laid at his door as the firft mover of them, 

whenever they fhould.be call’d to an account 

for their.evil doings. . ‘The martial partof his 

train ftuck to him as he was a man of refolu- 

tion and conduét: but divers yet of.-the ad- 

verfe party fell off from.him ; fome.out of} 

envy and greatnefs of ftomach, in-a kind of 


Join of Git” ; 
chala fets up 
for fovereign 
power. 


A ready wit, 


Importance. 


-country to the other. 


difdain. to own him for their maftcr that had 

fo lately been their enemy. But the thing 

that wrought more upon them than all the 

reit, was the averfion they had to a fingle per- 

fon, and the defpair of getting him out again 

if he were once pofleis’d of that dignity: be- 

fide, that he would never forgive thofe thar 

oppos'd him in his pretentions at the beginning. 

The people, upon thefe.deliberations, came at 

laft to a refolution, rather to ftand the wortt 

of a war, than to perifh under the infamy of 

making themfelves voluntary flaves. The fac~ The factions 
tion, upon this, divided into two partie 
John putting himfelf atthe head of the Ant 
Zelotes. 
one againft the other 3 and not without fome with the lat- 
flight skirmifhes too: but rather .againft the te" 
people than betwixt themfelves; for the fingle 

point in queftion was only this, which of the 

two parties fhould get the greater boory. 


gs: divided into 
= Zeclotes and 
“ Anti-zelotes. 


They ftood both upon their guards John fides 


JeRtsaiem being at this rime labouring Threc heavy 
under three terrible judgments ; war, tyranny Udgments 
and fedition ; the people; taking the war tobe {PO ae 
the moft tolerable of the three, quitted their gene 
habitations, .and fled from their .own country- 
men for fanéimary to ftrangers, and found ai- 
terwards, that fafety and protcétion among 
the Romans, which they could not-obtain one 


4.from another. 


‘Exe three judgmentsabove-mentioned were ana a fourth 
now followed with a fourth; which -contri- yet worfe, 


{ buted as much to the deftruétion of the Jews 


as.any of the reft. There ftood a.caftle;not far 

from Jerufalem called Maffada; a-piece of 

great antiquity, and of mighty ftrength and 

It was erected, ,and.made ufe of, 

by-our. kings in former-times for a royal trea- 

fury, anda magazine of all manner of ftores, 

and neeeflaries tor war; and for an impregna~ 

ble retreat in atime or cafe of danger. ‘Tt natida, a 
. ‘ae 

was now fallen into the hands of a ‘band-of ftrong place, 

bravo’s, commonly called Sicarii, There were in the hands 

not cnough of them to kill, ‘burn, and-over-run Of the Sicarii- 

the country bare fac’d ; but the mifchief they 

‘had done. hitherto were by treachery and dfur- 


\-prize.-- It-happen’d, upon this juntture, that 
the Reman army lying.quiet.and out of.aétion, 


and the Jews at the faine time fplit into fac= | 
tions,.and tearing; out_one anothers throats a- 

mong themfelves, . thefe affaffins took advan- . 
tage of the occafign to make a bolder.attempt = a seal 
than ever they durft venture upon:before. ‘Ir Edgaddi hy 
was now -the feaft of unleavened-bread; a ftorm; and 
feftival celebrated by the. Jews with:great fo~ Jay the whole 
Jemnity, in memory of: their deliverance our Countrywatte: 
of.the Egyptian bondage,. and their-tranflation 

into the land of promife. ,On:thatnight, the 

ryffians ‘broke into Engaddi by furprize, {cat- 


ter?d the people, and -mafter’d-the place, -be~ 


fore:the inhabitants could recover their arms. 

They -drove them:out of the town; and after 

killing upwards-of feven hundred peérfons up- 

on the chace, moft:of them women.and ‘chil- 

dren, they rifled their;honfes, and carry’d. a= 

way. all the ‘fruits that were ripe and.infeafon’ 

to Maflada :. depopulating all the .cowns, - vil- 

lages, -caftles, and country thereabouts, after 

the: like manner: ‘Their numbers. increas’d 

daily,:by:the -acceffion of a loofe: abandon’d 

rabble shat came.flécking in to -join them. 

Judea,..that till:now Jay-eafy and quiet, be- Judea be- 

came-the very {cene. of all manner of violen- comes the 

ces-upon.that-inroad;-fromthe-one end of the-{cene of the 

But as- it is in our bo- ¥*" 
dics, 
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dics, when any of the nobler parts are indil-| that being done, they flipt away all ont of 
pos'd, all the reit partake of ic; juft fo ic | town. 


fares in the cafe of a f{editious and diforderly 
citv. When the capital is fick, all the parts 
fafler by confent ; as well as they trantgrefs 
by example. When they had plunder’d all 
within reach, they march’d eff withthe booty 
into folitudes and deferts; where they affo- 
ciated in confpiracies, and gather’d together 
multitudes of free-booters, little interior to 
formidable armies, and fufficient to deftroy 
cities, and Jay temples defolate. The fuffer- 
ers did not forget (asit is natural enough, and 
common praétice) to revenge themfelves upon 
thei oppreflors, whenever they could come at 
them: butthat wasvery rarely; for the thieves 
were too nimble for rhe honeft men, and got 
off with the prey, before the purfuers could 
reach them, Burt fo it was in fine, chat there 
Was not one inch of ground in Judea that did 
not partake in the calamitics of the capital 
city. 

Tue faétion had guarded all the avenues 
with the utcermoft ftriétnefs and caution ima- 
ginable ; fo that not a creature could ftir with- 
out the hazard of his life: but all this pre- 
caution and rigour did not hinder feveral de- 
ferters yet from ftealing away privately, day 
after day, with inrelligence of the ftate of the 
town to Vefpafian; and to implore his relief 
inthe names of the miferable remainder of a 
diftrefled city: grear numbers of the citizens 
having loft their lives already for their good 
will to the Romans, anda great many more 
at prefent in danger of perifhing by the fame 
fate. Wefpafian, in a generous tendernefs for 
the cafe and condition of an unhappy people, 
advanced with his army nearer the town: not,. 
as fome imagin’d, to lay a clofe fiege to it ; 
but upon a profpect (in truth) of delivering 
them from any fiege at all, by reducing all 
ftrong holds about it in the firft place, fo as to 
leave no obftacle from abroad to thwart him 
in his defign. 

Wuewn he came to Gadara, the richeft and 
the ftrongeft town beyond Jordaa, and the 
metropolis of that province, he entered the 
place * on the fourth of the month Dyftrus, up- 
on an invitation from fome of the Icading men 
by their deputies to come and take the town 
into his proteétion: whick they did to fave 
both their lives and eftate., being a very weal- 
thy people. The faction knew nothing of 
this tranfaétion, but as they gueffed at it by 
Vefpafian’s drawing nearer the walls. They 
were now ina great ftreight, and knew not 
which way to turn themfelves, or what to do. 
They found it utterly impoffible for the town 
to hold out againft fo many enemics both with- 
in and without; the majority of the citizens 
againft them, and the Roman army at hand. 
So that they had nothing now to truft to but 
flight; which was a point that in honour 
could not be refolved upon, without taking a 
revenge firft upon fome of the authors of their 
ruin. Upon this confideration, they took up 
Dolefus, the firft man of the city both for 
blood and merit; over and above that he was 
the author and the advifer of the aforefaid em- 
bafly. .They took him, in fine, into cuftody, 
and caufed him to be put to death; ordering 
the dead body to be whipr and fcourg’d; and 





Upon the nearer approach of the Roimans 

towards the city, the inhabitants met Vefpa- 

fian upon the way, and conduéted him into 

the town with gratulatory acclamations : and 

befide the ceremony‘of oaths of fidelity, and 

other affurances of that kind, common in the 

like cafes, they made it their own aé& to de- 

molifh their own walls; as a farther fecarity 

for their good faith and peaceable intentions; 

by putting it out of their power to do mifchief 

if they would never fo fain. Vefpafian, after 

this, gave them a garifon of horfe and foot for 

their fafeguard ; fent away Placidus with five ptacidus fol. 

hundred horfe and three thoufand foot after the lows the pur- 

fugitives; while he himfelf with the reft of fair, and puts 

his troops went back to Cefarea, renee all to 
Wuen the fugitives found themfelves put- ‘The faritives 

fu’d, and a party of horfe at their heels, they make away to 

tarned off into a village call’d Bethennabris, Bethcunabris. 

before the Romans could come up to them; 

where there was a parcel of ftout young fel- 

lows, to aconfiderable number. Some of them 

they engag’d by fair words to join with them; 

others they fore’d: and with this party they 

fally’d out, and made a rafh and a defperate 

charge upon Placidus; who gave ground upon 

the very firft pufh, but it was only to draw 

them a little farther from the town: which 

fucceeded accordingly ; -for Placidus got them 

out into a place of advantage, and there fet | 

upon them, and pat them to the rout. Thofe 

that fled for their fafety were intercepted b 

the Romans; thofe that fought were cut o 

by their foot; they were beaten, in fhort, 

quite off their mettle. When they attack’d 

the Romans, they might as well have charg’d 

awallorarock; for they ftood fo firm and 

clofe, that there was no breaking the body: 

and they lay upon fuch a guard under their 

arms too, that no lance or dart could touch 

them. Whereas the Jcws, on,the other hand, 

lay expos’d to all forts of weapons, and to all 

manner of affaults; till in the end, being 

tcized into a brutal rage, they caft themfelvcs 

like the fierceft of wild beafts upon the. points 

of their enemies fwords, and fo perifh’d : fome 

were flafh’d over the faces; others difperfed 

by the horfe, and trampled under foot. Now 

Placidus made it his particular care, as far as 

poffible, that none of the fugitives fhould get 

back into the town: wherefore, as any of 

them offer’d at it, he and his people interpo- 

fed with their horfes betwixt them and home, 

and fo fore’d them off again. Thofe that 

were within reach, they kill’d with their 

lances, and others at a‘diftance thcy inter- 

cepted : ‘but fome yet that were fwitter and 

ftronger than the reft, made their way to the 

very wall; and now the watch were under 

great diftraétion and perplexitics, whom to 

let inand whom to keep out; for it would be 

hard they thought to open the gates to the . 

townfmen, and refufe entrance to thole of Ga- 

dara: and then, on the other fide, they:were 

afraid Ieft by opening to all indifferently, 

they might endanger the lofs of’ the place 5 a3 

it came afterwards very near the matter.’ For 

the Romans‘ having purfu’d fome of the' fugi- 

tives up to ‘the wall, were within a very little 

of falling furioufly into the town with then: 
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* According to ‘Toinard’s correttion of the text, it fhould be, onthe fourth of the fecond month, See his notes 
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Placidus ri- 


fies the place, calamity, they firft pillag’d the- 


and lays it in 
afhes, 


The countr 


frighted with 
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but with much ado they made fhift to get the - 


gates fhur, and. fo prevented it. Placidus, 
upon this, gave a vigorous affault tothe place; 


and follow’d itfoclofe, that he‘made’ himfelf 


mafter both of the wall and of the village, 
that afternoon. The wretched common-peo- 
ple that had no means of defence,were all put 
to the fword, gnd-the reft did what‘they could 
to fave themfelves by flight; and carry’d the 
terror along with them, whcrever they came, 
all over the country. “But now. to finifh the 
houfes, and 
then laid the village in afhes. 
Tite mifery was very’ great in the truth of 

the faét; but made thtich greater‘ in the report 
“yet than it was: ‘For they gave it out all the 
; the way thcy pafs’d, that the whole Roman 


a falfe alarum Put the country into fuch a fright, thar .they 


The Jews 
forced upon 
a bartle, 


A prodig 


vidtory and abotit:two thoufind two‘ hundred taken, * 


booty. 


quitted their habitations upon it, and in‘prodi- 
gious ‘numbers refir’d into Jericho; being a 
ftrong; a populous; and’ a well fortify’d gari- 
fon;‘and ‘confequéntly-the fafeft- retreat they 
couldithink’of.’ Placidis, ‘in the-courfe of his 
fuceeflts and géod fortine, purfu’d' them to 
the" tive? Jordans pucting’ every forl'to, the 
iwordthat hé overtodk pon the way?” 
thé-fugitives'came'to the'river-fide, thew 






were fo‘out'upon 4'gréat fall of rain; that there: 


ws: nd” pafling + nor*™ds° the Café ‘ftood, ‘any 


polibility-of gétting“away: | In thisidiiculty’ 
they‘ folind-themfelvési tinder -an abfolute'tie~’ 
catty’ of putting it roa! battles “The ‘Jews’ 
poftéd“themfelves ‘along thé bank’of d'river 3 
whicli ‘they” made‘ good, for''a-whilé, ‘apainit’ 
the ‘attack’ and ‘darts ‘Ff thé Roman'‘horfe: | 
but when they Came’ to’ be! once’ brokéh,° what } 
beétWixe thofe that‘were’ pufiied itito‘the tiver; ‘ 
arid ‘others that‘wéré flain; the lofs of the:ihen: 
Was not ta: be <oniputed, -- Fhey téeckdried “tip-- 
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‘difatter’ was Hbtenly'the ByeAtet chat 


the'Jéws ‘had ever yer'téceived;’ bitin’ “fome- 


fore’ even’? beyoud’ itfeh'" : The *“high-ways - 
whérd : they-maich’d were all.cover'd'with | 
dead bodiés thé diver fordan fo'choake 
vait numbers floating down fevcral te 


miovgna tie 


carcaffes, ‘that 'tHete Was “no croffid 
led irite the 1dke Afphalticis.; °° 
“Pe aetaus being” now 

good ‘fortune,’ ‘ted 
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CHAP. Iv. 





Graul revolts. Vefpafian’s marches. and motions » 
ho. Adefeription of the place.’ 


He comesto Jericho. 





* "This revolt was headed by Caius’ 
+ Inthe Latin verfion Jamnia. 
}y ioe. June, : : 


ow: in the train Sf his’ 
iced |Abila, ‘Julia’, Bele-’ 
méth, and othe‘ places‘ as far-as ‘the “lake; - 
where he'fettled Lone of the-beft and traf- 

d pick’ but of thofe! chat came’ 
over t6 the Romans:' His‘next work ‘was to put 
his foldiers aboard,‘tnd’ dlear the ‘lake of all 
the.fugitives that had: fled thither for refuge ; 
which he did fo effeétually, that the Romans 
were by this time abfolute maftcrs o 


f: all be- 
yond ‘Jordan, as far as Macherus."" 
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the WARS of -the JEWS. 


Lhe lakes of Afphaititis and Tikevias. Eli- 
foes fountain. - 









HILE this pafs’d in Judea, there came Gaul revolts; 


; news out of *. Gaul of a revolt there 
from Nero; and that Vindex with feveral prin- 
cipal men of the ‘country were the heads of 
it: but of this more’ particularly elfewhere. 


Véfpafian, upon this intelligence,pufh’d onthe - 


prefent war with more and more vigour; for 
‘Re did not know how many revolts might fol- 
low one upon the’ neck of another,-and the’ 
Whole empire come to be in danger at laft by’ 
a civil war: whereas if the troubles in thé eaft 


were but firft compos’d, Italy would have the’ _~ 


lefs to fear, ‘But winter not being:a : feafon 
for'it, all that could be donc toward it at pre- 
fent, was only to garifon the towns and: cities: 
he had fubdu’d} -ereét proper officers in every ' 
city, and to order reparations’ where . they 
wére needful 7 
‘Tue’ firft thing'he'did- was to match with | 
his army from Cefarea to ‘Antipatris; ‘where’ 
he ftay’d two days'tofettle’ affairs 5 ‘and‘on the 


third he laid wafte with fire and {word, all'the Vefpafian’s. 
borders of tlic. toparchy of ‘Thamisia-from ‘marchesand 
whénce' he march’d to Lydda and -Jamnia, ™ouoms: 


‘Fhefe twoplaces fubmitted to him, * And then, 

when’ he-had.. peopléd’ them with inhabitants, 
from other towns, fuchas hethought’hé might’ 
béft confide in, he'advanced to Aimmiaus; and: 
poffeffing himfelf there of the paflage that Jeads- 
to the capital city, ‘he pitch’d his camp‘and’ran *. 
@ wall. about: it: ‘arid ‘leaving the fifth legion 

there,:he‘mov’d with the' reft of his‘troaps ‘in=:, 
to'‘thei toparchy of Bethlepton 3 which’ he* 
‘burtit atid deftroy'd, together withthe ‘heigh--, 
bouritig: country and' the borders of Iduméa‘s? 
faving only fomé‘ftrong-caftles that’ he manned" 
andifortify’d.. 9 soe a word ad 
OTHER were two:towns that hé-took inthé 
thidd]¢‘of Idumea; Bethabri and ‘Caphartoba:;* 


‘where he kill’d upward ‘of ten ’thoufarid men? 
‘referving near a thowfand forflaves! dfove out" 


thé fefttof the people, iand left'a cdnfidérable’ 
‘pat OF his ‘troops'to'fally' out,and cominie dutd? 
rages upon'the mountains: 9/7" hates tzu 
_-/Hle‘returned after this,''with the ‘femainder’ 
‘OF Hig’ army, to-+-Ammaus; and paffing ‘from 
théricé by Samaria, and Neopolis,’ (whith'the! 
natives call Mabartlia) he came the {écarid of ' 


cainped) and! thow’dihimfelf next day before’ 
Jericho. i» At Jericho, ’Trhjan, one’of the chief 
officers; lene, hirh' With’ the troops under his 
cominind) after the entire'redudtion ofall be=_ 
‘yond Jordan ¢ But moft of the inhabitants were 
withirawn to. thé-inctititains ‘over :agginit Jo- 
rufalém, before the arrival of the Rortians; 
and -aigreat part of thofe: that ftay’d' bdhind 
ware put tothe fword.s i gel 
Vuspasran, in fine; found Jericho a defo-~ 
folate ‘and a forfaken' city. Tt ftands' upon ‘a 
plain that is overlooked by a naked and 
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Vefpafian 
On @ marches to 
a‘bar= Jericho. 


aaa in: P fae ; +e A deicription 
ren mountain; and of fuch an extent, that - Se vic sacs, 


reaches. upon the north:dide to the: region o 
Scythopolis; on the fouth, ae far as’ Sqdom, 
and, the borders, of the Jake Afphaltitis; a, 


‘country fo wretchedly poor.and ‘barren, .thac. - 


ha ht 


Juliys Vindex, lord Jigntenant of that province. See, Sucton, in, Nero; cl 
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‘tis void of inhabitants. Over againtt this, 
and on the farther fide of the river Jordan, 
there lies another mountain; which begins at 
Julias coward the north, and _ftretches fouth- 
ward up to Gomorrha, and fo bordcrs upon 
Petra, a city of Arabia. Thereis alfo another 
mountain which they calf che Iron-mountain, 
and runs out as far as the Jand of the Moa- 
bites. Betwixt thefe mountains lies a place 
egicat called the Great-plain: It begins at Gennaba- 
Fabs. ra, and itretches out to the lake Afphaltitis; 
the length of it is two hundred * and thirty 
furlongs; the breadth, an hundred and + 
twenty; and the river Jordan crofles the mid- 
dle of it. 

Tuere are two remarkable lakes: the one 
call’d Afphaltitis, the other, the lake ot Ti- 

erias; but of very different, if not contrary 
qualities: the former being fale and without 
fth; bue the other fweet, kindly and fruit- 
tul. The fummer-heats there are intolerable ; 
the country burnt up with them, and the air 
hot and fickly, without any refrefhment but 
from the river Jordan; as appears by the 
palm-trees, which thrive much better upon 
the banks than at a diftance. 

At or near to Jericho itfelf, there is a 
Jarge and a plentiful fountain; which over- 
flows all the grounds thereabouts, and takes 
its rife not far from an antient city; the firft 
place that Jefus, + the fon of Nave, the fa- 
mous general of the Hebrews, gain’d trom 
the Chanaanites by the fword. There goes a 
tradition, that this fountain in time paft was 
fo dangerous, that itdid not only corrapt the 
fruits of the earth, as well grain as plants, 
but likewife caufed abortions in women, and 
tainted with a blafting infection whatever it 
touched, that was capable of fuch an impreffion. 
Eliths’sfoun- But it fays farther, that from the days of the 
cain cured by prophet Elifha, the illuftrious fucceffor o 
Po fie the waters of this fountain became not 

S° *"" only innocent, but nourifhing and wholefome; 
and upon this occafion, Elifha having been 
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treated with great hofpitality and refpect by 


the people of Jericho, bethought himfeif of 
fuch an acknowledgment, as they themfelves, 
their country and poftericy, might be the bet- 
ter for to the end of the world. ‘The prophet, 
upon this, went out to the fountain; and 
caufing a pitcher of falc to be let down into 
the bottom of it, he advanced his right hand 
toward heaven, and prefenting his oblations 
atthe fide of ir, ‘* he befought God in his 
““ goodnefs to correét the waters, and to 
“¢ {weeten the veins that pafs’d from them; to 
“¢ foften the air, and make it temperate and 
“ fruétifying ; to beftow children as. well as 
“€ fruits upon the inhabitants in abundance, 
*€ and never to withdraw thefe bleffings fo 
© long as they continued in their duty.” Up- 
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fterility and famine, the waters were now be- 


come an efficacious means of plenty and en- 


creafe ; infomuch that the bare touching of 
the ground with them gives every thing a more 
favoury relifh: but lec them lie never fo long 
upon it, the cffeétis much the fame; efpecial- 
ly ific arifes from any diffidence of the mira- 
cle. And over and above all this, there is 
not another river in the country that runs fuch 
a tract of ground. 
Tue country it waters, is feventy § fur- 


furnith’d with curious gardens and thick try. 
groves in abundance; with palm-trecs along 
the brooks, of different kinds, names, and 
taites. They prefs out of fomé of them great 
quantities of a fort of honey not much inferior 
to other honey; which they have there alfo 
in great plenty. And then for balfam, which 
is the choicett fruit they have, there is great 
ttore of it; and fo for 4 Cyprus, and # 
Myrobalanus: a bleffing from heaven un- 
doubtedly, for a country to produce not only 
the choiceft fruits of the earth, but the largeft 
and beft of the feveral forts. And they are 
not behind the happieft of all other countries 
neither for the produétion of other fruits, and 
for the improving of them as wellin growth 
asin virtue. This may be afcrib’d, in my o- 
pinion, to fome peculiar property and difpo- 
fition in the water, and to a certain kindly 
warmth in the air. ‘The latter to draw out 
and diffufe the virtue of the fubje€t matter ir 
hath to work upon; as in the’ difclofing .of 
leaves, flowers, and the like. The other 
ferves to bind and confirm the roots, and to 
fortify them by increafing the fap againft the 
parching rages; which are fo furious in thar 
country, that nothing would be able to {prout 
or bud without it. But yet in the extremity 
of thefe burning heats, they have likewife ec. 
very morning fuch refrefhing breezes, that the 
very breath of them makes the water that.is 
drawn before fun-rife quite another thing. In 
the winter it is warm, and comfortable to bathe 
in. Such, in fine, is the-temperature of the 
climate, that whenit is froft and fnow in other.” 
parts of Judea, the natives of this place go 
clad only in fingle linen. It lies an hundred 

§ and fifty furlongs from Jerufalem, fixty, . 
*** from the river Jordan, and the whole 
country betwixt that and Jerufalem is all rock 
and defart. It lies lower indeed betwixt this 
place and Jordan, and fo to the lake Afphalti- 
tis; but cvery jot as.rude and barren as the 
other. This is enough faid of the happy fi- 
tuation, .and the natural advantages-of Je- 
richo. 





* Two hundred and thirty furlongs amounted to twenty nine Englith miles and an half, and an hundred and 


forty nine geometrical paces. 


¢ Au hundred and twenty furlongs amounted to near fifteen Englifh miles and an half. 


+ Script. Jofhua. 


3 Seventy furlongs amounted to nine Englifh miles and an hundred and cight geometrical paces. 
** Twenty furlongs amounted to two English miles and an half, and thirty geometrical paces, as has been before 


obferv’d. 


ji The Cyprus was a bufh ortree, much like ro that we'call Privet; of the flower of which was made a very 


fweer oil. Sce Plin. xii. 24. 





Book 'V. 


on the offering up of this praycr, with all due 
ceremony and: according to torm, the quality 
of the fountain was chang’d; and inftead of 





3 Ne A defcription 
longs in length, and ** twenty in breadth; oF the ee 


$& The Myrobalanus was a fruit called by the apothecaries Myrobalan, or Ben; it was-about the bignefS of a 
filberd, of whofe kernel was made an oil ufed in precious ointments. See Plin. xii. 21. . 
4§ An bundred and fifty furlongs amounted to eighteen Englifh miles and three quarters, and two hundred and 


twenty five geometrical paces: 
**® Sixty furlongs amounted to feven Englifh miles and an half, and ninety geometrical paces. 


CHAP. 


Book V. 
CHAP. V. 


Nothing finks in the lake of Afphaltitis. Vefpa- 


fian tries the experiment, and finds it fo. Ser 
veral wonderful qualities in this lake. It bor- 


ders upon Sodon. A fair fruit there to the 
eye, but falls to nothing upon the touch... ~ 


T will become me now to fay fomerhing 
of the Afphaltitis, and the nature of thac 
lake. It is fale to the tafte; and no fith will 
live in it, nor hardly any thing fink thar is 
thrown into it, let it be never fo heavy; fo 
that a man would find it a hard miatter to 
drown himfelf in this lake, tho’ he had never 
fo greatamind to it. .Vefpafian having heard 
of the ftrange quality of this water, took a 
journcy on purpofe out of a curiofity to fee 
we; and ordet’d feveral perfons that could not 
Vetpafian fwim, to be Caft into it from above, with 
makes the ex- their hands ty’d behind them; and they all 


ee a came up again, as if they had been rais’d by 
ids . ats 


Nothing bebe T 
in the luke of 
Afphaltitis. 


a puff of wind, and fo floated on the furface |. 


of the water. There is a wonderful fecret 
in this lake ; which is, that ic changes colour 
thrice a day, according to the various refrac- 
Several_won- tions of the light of the fun-beams upon It: 
derful fecrets there are alfo to be feen.in feveral parts of it, 
inthis lake. s443°4 up and down adtift, large lumps of a 
dark bituminous matter, not much unlike the 
bodies of bulls without heads. ‘The people 
of the country fifh them up in their boats ; 
but the fabftance of thémis fo vifcous, an 
one part fo glew’d to‘another, that there is 
no getting the vefiel off again, but by dif- 
folving the lumps, and feparating that part 
without the boat from the other within ; 
which - diffolution is“to be Wrought by the 
means of urine and the menftrua of a woman. 
This bituminous matter ferves both for fhip- 
ping, and for medicines ; for it ftops leaks, 
and cures many ‘difeafes. ‘The length of this 
‘Jake *is five hundred and eighty furlongs, 
‘the breadth of it a - hundred and fifty, and 
it extends as far as Zoar in Arabia. 
The lake Ir borders upon the land of Sodom; a 
borders upon country once famous both for the wealth of 
Sodom. its inhabicants, and for the frnitfulnefs of the 
foil: bat at: prefent it lies totally defolate, 
having been deftroy’d by a judgment of fire 
from heaven for the wickednefs of the people. 
There are yet to be feen there fome remains of 
the ruins of five abominable cities that pe- 
“yifh’d in that conflagration ; and there are 
A fuir fruit to mock-fruits to be feen to. this day fpringing 
the eye, that our of the afhes, fair and lovely to the cye, 
falls to afhes bit refolving into fmoke and afhes upon the 








wee touch. So that we have not only tradition, 
but ocular teftimony alfo; for the credit of this 
hiftory. 2. SS : 
-. CHAP. VI. if oe 
Vefpafian invefis Ferufalem. Gerafa taken by 
Ee and bene The news of Nero's death. 
Lhe end of Nero,-Galba, Otho, and Vitellius. 
Vefpafian fufpends his defign upon Ferufalem. 
All things are put to a fiand. Sars 
Jerufalem in- ES PASIAN, being refolved to inveft 
velted by Ve- V Jerufalem on every fide, raifed two forts, 
iatian at Jericho and Adida ;\ putting into each of 


the WARS of the J 


‘ftop at firft to his expedition againft Jerufa- 


EWS. 
them garifons both of auniliarics and Ro- 
mans. ‘I’he general then fent Lucius Annius 
with a body of horfe and foot to Gerata; Gerala taken 
which-he took by ftorm upon the firft attack. by tlorm, and 
He put a thoufand young-men to the fword, P” eaten 
whom he intercepted in their flight ; carrying ~°" 
away whole families prifoners, and giving the 
foldiers the pillage : and this being donc, he 
fet fire to the place, and fo went forward, 
The rich fled ; thofe that could not get: away 
were cut to pieces; and whatever they took 
they burnt; nothing, tn fhorr, cfcaped. them, 
neither mountains nor valleys; places or peo- 
ple; but all fulfered in the outrages of the 
war. As for thofe that were fhut up in Jeru- 
falem, there was no ftirring out: the Zelotes 
keeping fo ftri€t a watch upon thofc that were 
friends t0 the Romans ; and the town being fo 
befet by the enemy, that the Zelotes parry 
durft net venture, for fear of falling into their 
hands. - — =e 

Wuen Vefpafian was now returned to Ce- The news of 
farea, and preparing to advance with his whole Nero's death 
army. againft Jerufalem, news was broughe Fomss °e Ne 
him of thg death of Nero; who -had. now arch toward 
reigned thirteen years and cight days. It is Jerufalem. 
not my bufinefs.to atraign his memory forthe 
difhonour he pat upon the government,’ in 
fuffering himfelf to be. impofed upon; and led 
like a child by Nymphidius and 'Tigillinus, 
two of the moft feandalous varlets that he 
had about him; how-he. was betray’d by thefe 
infamous. wretches, abandoned by‘ his - fena- 
tors and guards, and being’ forced to-fly for 
fafety into the fuburbs, only. with four of his 
freemen (all that ftood by him) how he 
there laid violent hands upon himfelf, and 
what became of thofe in the conclufion that 
brought him to his end: what was the iffue The ends of, 
of the war with the Gauls; Galba’s being, dé- Nero, Galbs, 
clared emperor; and. afterwards, upon his Ofnoané Vir 
coming out of Spaii to’ Rome, his being ca- ; 
lumniated by the foldiery for 4 man of a mean 
fpirit, and. by them‘flain-in the middle of the 
great market-place 3 how Orho ‘was’ then 
created” emperor, atid’ theri march’d: with’ his 
army againft Vitellius. “This is all-little or 
nothing to my purpofe : neitheris it worth 
my while -to enlarge upon the troubles of Vi- 
tellins; the combat before the capitol ; or 
how ‘Antonius Primus, and Macianus, ‘after 
they:had:flain Vitellins, defeated the’ German 
troops, and put an end to the civil war. I 
am the lefs particular-upon thefe points, in 
regard that-feveral famous hiftorians, both: Ia- 
tinand greek, have already done ‘that work 
fo accurately to my hand}; fo that I fhall con- 
tent myfelf with thefe fhort: touches, provided. 
only.that I do not-break the order, and dif- 
continue the thread‘of my hiftory. | * 

Vespasrany, upon this intelligence, put a Vefpafian,up- 

ion ee 

lem, *till. he might know what became of the We 
government after the death of Nero; and a aanles 
finding the fucceffion fettled upon-Galba, he 
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‘did not think it prudential to aétin an affair 
‘of. that .qualicy without orders. 


So’ that hé 
fent his fon Titus immediately away to-Galba, 
both ‘to congratulate his .acceffion to the ‘go- 
vernment,-and to receive his inftructions and 


* Five hundred arid eiglity furlongs amounted to feventy five Englifh miles and a quarter, and one hundred and 


fifty nine geometrical paces. 
+ How many Englifii miles one 
preceding chapter. 7 | 


hundred and fifty furlongs amounted to, fee bottom note near the end of the 


commands, 
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commands, what meafures to take. King 
Agrippa would needs put himfelf aboard with 
Titus upon the fame errand; fo that they 
embarked rogether. But as they were upon 
their paflage ncar Achaia, they were given to 
underitand that Galba was flain, after a go- 
vernment of feven months and feven days ; 
Otho fuccecding him, who governed ‘three 
months. This altcrationdid not hinder Agrip- 
pa from profecuting his journcy to Rome: 
but Titus, by a divine impulfe, failed trom 
Achaia into Syria, and from thence very fea- 
fonably got back to Cefarea to his father. 

The furprize of this extraordinary revolu- 
tion put all things to fuch a ftand, that the 
very empire itfelf ttaggered at it. There was 
no more talk now of enlarging the empire, 
when they were ready to fall into the utmoft 
confufion at homie. ; 








CHAP. VII. 


A inew war in Gerttfalem. Sinton encounters 
iaius 2 ke is worfted, aud flies tg, Maffada. 


Simona begins with Idumea upon the death of 


Ananus. An obftinate fight betwixt him and 
the Iduntans. Eleazar fummons Herodion, 
aad the garifon receives him. He és difcocer’d, 
aad makes bimfelf away. Fames of Iduneca 
falfe under the countenance of a {py. Iduniea 
taken without a firoke. Chebron furprized, 
Idumea laid wafte. Simon’s wife taken pri- 
fouer. He breaks out into a rage upon it; and 

they fend him bis wife again. 
A new warin PON this revolution, there broke out a 
erufalem new war in Jerufalem. There was one 
upon thi, o-- Simon, the fon of Gioras, a Gerafene born, and 
Simon ef Ge-ia the prime of his age, though a man of Iefs 
ean it policy and artifice than John, who was now in 
«: pofleffion of the city; but younger, and much 
“f fuperior to him in ftrength and hardinefs of 
:., body. He was fo dangerous a perfon,.that 
"+ Ananus the high-prieft drove him ‘out of his 
g government in the toparchy of Acrabatena, 
rit and made him fly tothe thieves in Maflada for 
retuge. They were: fo fufpicious of him at 
firft, thar they would -not truft him any far- 
ther than the firft floor of the fortrefs, among 
the 4omen he brought along with him; while 
the reft of the people kept above. But.upon 
* farcher.acquaintance, and finding how fit he 
“"" was tfor-their turn, they conceived. a berter 
opinion of him ; and entrufted him to com- 
mand partics upon adventure, and to join the 
reft of: the troops in pillaging and depopulating 
the territory of Maifada: -he did ail he could 
to excite them to greater’ things too ;_:-but-no- 
thing Iefs than fovereignty would ferve his 
turn, though to no -purpofe, “till -che news 
was brought him of the. death of ‘Ananus. 
And immediately, upon-the ‘rémoval..of that 
y obftacle, he took his courfe into the: moun- 
tains, and iflued out proclamations of liberty 
to all ilaves, and rewards to all freemen, that: 
would lift themfelves: in his party. » This. 
brought over to him.,a, great many diforderly 
and licentious people, and with that rabble: he. 
fack’d and deftroy’d the villages upom:the: 
hills ; augmenting his numbers daily, ’till in 
the end he marched down dircétly to the 
plains, and kept the cities in awe where-cver 
he paifed: fo that Simon was no longer a 













death of Ana- 


ma. 


FLAVIUS JOSEPHUS of 











Book. V. 


captain of thicves and flaves ; but a great ma- 
ny men of power and quality, upon the repu- 
tation of his valour and fuccefles, were come 
over into his intereft ; and the generality of 
the better fore of the people made thcir ap- 
plications to him, with the refpeét and revc- 
rence of fubjeéts to their prince. He made 
feveral excurfions into the toparchy of Acra- 
batena and the greater Idumea 3; where he 
made choice of Nain, (a town that he him- 
felf had walled in and fortified) for his re- 
treat. Inthe valley of Pharan he found many 
caverns fitted to his hand, and others that he 
enlarged, for granaries, ftores, magazincs, and 
places of ftowage 3 in fhorr, for what he gor 
by pillage and booty. By this provifion of 
men and neceilaries, every body gave it for 

ranted, that his main defign was upon Jeru- 
alem. ‘The Zelotes were of the fame opi- 
nion too; and finding it dangerous to let him 
go on ftrengthening himfelf every day more 
and more, they made one bold puth of it, to 
try how they might prevent him in the pro- 
grefs of his ambition, before it was too late. 
Upon this, they advanced ina full body to 
charge him at the head of his troops; who 
encounter’d them with great courage, made 
a confiderable flaughter. among them, and put 
the reft to the rout. — 

Now Simon did not: think himfelf ftrong pe besiis 
enough yet to befiege Jerufalem,. but chole with Idum.a, 
rather co begin with the conqueft of Idumca; 
to effeét which, he. march’d direétly with 
twenty thoufand men toward the. borders. 
Upon this appearance, the heads of the Idu- 
means quickly got an army.together of near 
twenty five thoufand choice men ; Icaving.alfo 
acompetent number to fecure the country 
againft the excurfions of the cut-throats in 

The Idumeans waited for Simon 





Maflada. 
upon the borders ; where, upon his .advance, 
the two bodies engaged, and the battle. lafted An obftinarc 
from morning till night,, ‘apon terms fo equal, fight betwixc 
that no body could iay which of the two had ee 
the better: bur they. had both enough of ir; “°° 
for Simon drew off quietly to Nain, and the 
Idumieans return’d to their own home. 

It was. not long after this that Simpn took 
the field again, with. the ‘reinforcement c* a 
much ftronger army ;. and encamping near Eleazar fends 
the village of Thecue,, he fent Eleazar, onc.of a plaufibk: 
his-companions, with a, fummons to -the -go- {™mons to 
vernor of Herodion, requiring him to deliver Heredion, | 

s ae Bar quiring Aim reste the sarifon - 

the caftle into his ;hands,, The officers. re-reccives ‘him. 
ceived him at firft with all the:nicetics of mi- 
litary-honour and. refpgét.;. but,apon’ coming 
to.underftand. his commiffion, they all, drew 
upon him in that very inftant ; and Eleazar, Elcazar de- 
finding it impoffible to make an efcape, leap’d tected, and 
down the precipice -from-the -wall;-where-he. © eee 
was dafh’d to pieces. Ns he ae oie me 

Tue Idumearis were -poflefs’d with fuch.an ditch. 
apprchenfion of Simon’s ““arage and‘ power, 
-that they had no mind to grapple with him, 
still they’ might firft be perfeétly well informed 
tin the ftate and ftrength of his army.. - James, phe treache- 
‘one of their commanders, yery readily, and ry of James 


- 


;of his own accord (but with treachery‘in' his of Idumea 


iheart) took upon himfelf- the‘office’6f -a, i:._ under the co- 
: : : a. é lour of a fpy. 


‘former. Upon.this commiffion ‘he went away 
from Olurus, (where.the Idumean army lay 
at that time encamp’d) and fo to Simon. After 


‘fome difcourfe upon the’ bufincfs, he enter’d 


into a folemn contraét with Sinton to dcliver 
up 
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A panick 
fright, and 
Idumea taken 
without a 
ftroke, 


Chebron fur- 
priz’d. 

A defcription 
of the place. 


V. 
up his country into his hands, upon condition 
to be treated after the performance of it, as 
his firft minifter and favourite ; undertaking 
in the next place, to make him mafter of all 
Tdumea. When Simon had fafficiently fweet- 
ened this treacherous inftrument, with a fplen- 
did treat, fair words, and large promifes, he 
returned back again to his own people; where 
he made Simon twenty times more confidera- 
ble than in truth he was, for ftrength, con- 
duét, number, order, and difciplinc : which, 
by little and little, made fuch an impreffion, 
not only upon the ignorant multitude, but 
upon the officers themfclves too, that they 
were all prevailed upon not to difpute the 
matter any farther by arms, but rather to fub- 
mit all to Simon, for fear of worfe confe- 
quences; James fending away meflengers to 
Simon at the fame time to come away imme- 
diately, and not to lofe fo fair an opportunity, 
for he would be anfwerable for it, that Idu- 
mea fhould be his. own without blood-fhed; 
which he made good accordingly. Upon the 
approach of the army, James was the firft man 
that took horfe, and {purr’d away, as in a 
fright, with the .reft of the faétion at his 
heels. This ftruck fuch a terror. into the 
hearts of the people, that they ran their fe- 
veral ways; and {o difpers’d upon it, that the 
whole army was diffolved without fo much as 
attempting a battle. 
Simon being now poffeffed of Idumea, 
without blood, which was little lefs than a 
miracle," he furpriz’d the town of .Chebron ; 
Wherein he obtain’d ftores of corn, and other 
booty fo a prodigious value. This. city is of 
great.antiquity,-and not only the eldeft of the 
Province, but, if we may believe the natives, 
ancienter than even the Egyptian Memphis it- 
felf; being computed to be of two thoufand 


- three hundred years ftanding. ‘They have a 


Idumea and 
the whole 
country a- 
boutit laid 
watte. 


tradition, that Abraham, the original father 
of the Jews, took up his. habitation there, up- 


‘on his leaving Mefopotamia; and: that his | 





























not leave fo much 


able purchafe, as they accounted ‘it: 
took Simon’s wife prifoner, 
dometticks and favourites, 
away to Jerufalem, 
umph, as if ic had been the husband himfelf : 
making no doubt, but Simon would now lay 
down his arms, and compound for his wife. 
But this violence 
it feems, a quite 
band ; and inftead of 
nefs and compaflion, 
farious extravagancies of a mad-man, 


falem ; 
wounded, and cannot come at the perfons that 
did ic, 
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molifhing, devouring the fruits of: the earth, 
or trampling them to dirt, Simon’s troops did 
i even in a fruitful well-cul- 
tivated country, as the leat fign or memorial 
of what it had been formerly. ° 


Tue inhumanity of this proceeding incited 
the indignation of the Zelotes, 


though they 
darft not bring it to an open war ; but con- 
tented theinfelves with attacking his party by 


furprize and out of ambufcades > Wherein ir 


was their fortune at laft to make a confider- 
for they 
and feveral of his 
t and carry’d her 
with as much joy and tri- 


upon the woman, wrought, 
contrary effeét upon the huf- 
moving him to tender- 
tranfported him into the 


He went immediately to the gates of Jeru- 
and there, like a'wild beaft that’s 


he difcharg’d his outrageous choler 
upon whatever came in his way; men, wo- 
men, and children, that only went out of the 
town for fticks and herbs, he caufed to be ta- 
ken up and whipt to death, young and old 
Without diftinétion : only he was fo merciful 


as not to eat their flelh when he had killed 
them. He cut off the hands of a great many 
of them for a terror to his enemies, as well as 
to fright the people from their party, and fent 


them to the town fo maim’d, with thefe words 


in their mouths: ©. That Simon fwore by the 
ce 


great God, who governs the univerfe, if 
they did not immediately return his wife 
again, he would break down their walls, 
and put every foul in the town to the fame 
extremity ; whether they were young or 
old, guilty or innocent.” The dread of 


pofterity remov’d from thence into Egypt ;}thefe menaces. did not only work upon the 


where there are. monuments to be feen at this [m 
infomuch, that they reftor’d him his wife ‘up- 


day, with marble | infcriptions _curioufly 
wrought, in confirmation of what I deliver. 
There is likewife to be feen, within fix 
* furlongs of the place, a wonderful turpen- 
tine tree; which, according to the tradition of 
the place, was created with the world itfelf, 
and is yet found and firm. . 

From this place Simon made his inroads 
quite through Idumea, accompany’d with a 


-train of forty thoufand men, befide his men 


of arms ; deftroying and depopulating, not 
only. towns and villages, but whole terri- 
tories and countries where-ever he came. 
The marching of- his army was the. fame 
thing to the people, that a flight of lo- 
cufts are to a wood: they left behind them 
not fo much asa leaf or a fpire of grafs, nor 
any thing moréthan a defart, where-everthey 
came. It was a ching uttérly impoffible to find 
provifions for fo many mouths ; and then the 
natural fiercenefs of Simon, and the malicious 
animofity of his rage .againft the Idumeans, 
was ftill a farther aggravation of the pinch- 
ing neceffity. In fine, what with burning, de- 


ultitude, but upon .the Zelotes themfelves : 


on it, and fo far pacify’d his wrath, as to ob- 
tain fome fort of refpite to his daily cruelties. 








CHAP. VII. . 

Lhe Rowan empire fallen to pieces within itfeif. 
Two battles betwixt Otho and Vitellius : Otho 
gets the better of it the firft day, and Vitellius 
the next. Otho fabs bimfelf. Vefpafian pro- 
pofes to over-run Fudea. Cerealis takes Ca- 
pharis;, and lays Chebron in afbes. There 

| wants nothing now but Ferufalem, to put an 
‘end to the war. . 
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Simon’s wife 
taken prifo- 
ner by the 
Zelotes. 


His brutal 
fury upon it. 


And upon 
thofe mena- 
ces they fend 
him his wife 
again. 


Tt was not Judea. alone that was harrafs’d The Roman: 


with the fedition of a civil war; but the empire torn 
to pieces with 


| fame fpirit pofleffed Italy too; Galba being 
flain in the very heart of Rome itfelf: Otho cy 


was declared his fucceflor, in oppofition to 
whom arifes Vitellius; who, being cleéted 
emperor bythe German legions, difputes his ti- 
tle with him..'They had two battles for it near 
‘Bebriacum in 4 Lombardy, Otho had the 





* Six fueleng [to tl 
+ Some would haveit Bedriacum. 
Thefauris, and Ryckius’s notes upon 


acitus, p. 363. 
+ Gallia Cifalpina, ; 


d to three quartets of an Englith mile, and nine geometrical paces, _ : 
A haveit Beliria : ofephus has ey hia Bur this I fuppofe is a corruption. See Ortellius’s 


8G better 


fa 


ions and 


il broils. 
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Orhocarry 4 hecter of ie the firft day; and Vitellius car- | procured him to the fatisfa€tion of his patrons: 





Heathen 
and Vie 


vthe 


avy 
teliia 
Lex 
Orho this 
Jamflelf 


two generals, Walens and Cecinna. ‘There 
was a great flaughter ; and Otho, who was 
then at Brixcllum, upon the news of this de- 
tear, ftabb’d himfelf with a dagger, attcr a 
reign af three months and two days. Upon 
this change, Otho’s foldicrs went over to the 
party of Vircilius, who prefently march’d 
away with his army to Rome. t 
Vespasraw inthe mean time remov’d trom 
Cefarea on the fitth of the month * Defius, in 


tad 
Ve 





hintelf 2 

tnerough b ~4. z 
conquelt of Judea, by reducing the remainder of It that 
J-sca. yet ftood out: he began among the mountains, 


rv’d ic the nexe, under the command of his! and fo left chem at liberey co live withouc 


controul according to the diétates of theirown 
licentious lufts, In the matter of rapine and 
pillage, their avarice was infatiable. They 
made no more of taking away the lives of 
men, and the honour of women, than of a 
common frolick or diverfion: and when they 
had fated themfelves with blood and oppref- 
fion, they went on wallowing in the brutalicy 
of their carnal appetites: powdering and cur- 
ling their hair 5 difguifed in the drefs and ha< 


a profpeé of making a thorough conqueft of | bic of women; painting, and fetting them- 


felves off with dawbs and wafhes. Nor did 
they imitate women only in their clothes and 


and made himfelf matter of the toparchies of! ornaments, but in their impudence alfo; for 


Gophnis and Acrabatena ;° poffeffing himfelt| they converfed with no more reftraine im the 


afterwards of rhe cities of Bethel and Ephraim ; 
where he fecrled garifons. His next remove 
wus toward Jerufalem; where he took and 
kilbd vait numbers of Jews by the way. 
Cexearis, in the meantime, one of the 
principal officers, with a body of horfe and 
foot, over-ran the upper Idumea; took and 
burnt the caitle Caphetra by the way; laid 
fiege to Capharis, a ftrong wall’d town ;. and 
they were in hope it would have made agood 
efence : but, beyond all expectation, the 
town{menopen’d their gates, threw themfclves 
at their feet, and fogave it up. Having thus 
carry’d every thing before him, he went to 
Chebron (the ancient town upon the mountains, 
formerly fpoken of, not far from Jerafalem) 
which he attack’d and carry’d at the firft af- 
fault. He putall the people in it to the fword; 
fack’d and burnt the city. ‘There were yct 
three caftles in the poffeffion of the cut-throat 
faGtion ; Herodion, Maffada and Machcrus: 


Cerealis takes 
Capharis. 


Lays Che- 
bron 


in afhes; 





a final end to this terrible war, but the taking 
of Jerufalem. 


the war. 











xr 
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CHAP. 
Sinton a worfe enemy within the tev than the 


Romans without: and the Zelotes worft of all. 


The horrid brutalities of the Zelotes. The 
Hameans revolt and featter the Zelotes > purfit- 
ing them to the palace, and fo to the temple. 
Fokn cyt cif; and Simon invited into the go- 
vernmcat: where be is welcom’d with fbouts 
and acclamations. An affanit upon the tem- 
ple. 


HEN Simon had got his wife again 
rhs from the Zclores, he wreak’d the bit- 
“an, teMefs of his malice upon the remainder of 
the Idumeans; and perfecuted them fo bloodily 
with harafing and hunting them up and down, 
that divers of them in a defperation, fticd to 
Jerutalem for fanétuary : Simon purfuing them 
to the very foot of the wall, and killing all 
comers and goers that came within his reach. 
‘inion worte So that Simon without the town wasa worfe 
phere enemy than the Romans; and the Zclotes 
once within, worfe than both, Burt the Galileans 
the Zelore, all this while caughe, them their Icflon, and 
vertor al Improv'd them in all the arts of wickednefs, 


The brotd by inftruétion, encouragement, and example. 
aud inhuman xi 
Jaffe and He 
herries of the 
Zclotes 





tic. Thefitth of June. 


and Vefpafian wanted nothing after this, to put | cyes of the Idumeans were by this:time open 


face of the fun, than they would have donc in 

a common ftews: prefling and practifing un- 

natural lufts, and polluting ‘the whole city 

with impuritics not to be nam’d, or fo much 

as thought off. Bur allthis while, with the 

faces and impudence of women, they had’ the 

hearts and hands of cut-throats: and how ef- _ 

feminate and mincing foever théy were in their 

gate and motions, they had ‘yet their martial 

weapons abont them, and their fwords our it 

atrice, upon any fudden occafion, to kill ‘the 

next man they.met. He that efcap’d John, 

fell into the hands of Simon, the bloodier 

monfter of the two; and he that got clear of 

the domeftick tyrant, was deftroy’d by the © = 

other before the town: befide that all the paf- yo efcaping, 

fages were fo blockt up, that there was'no |. 

coming off for thofe that had:a mind to go over 

to the Romans. ie 
Berwixr the envy of John’s power.and 

the detcftation of his barbarous cruclties, ‘the: 

"d . 

for they brake out into a _direét revolt, ‘and: 

made head againfthim, It came to a battle, 

and a great many of the Zelotes were flain Purfaing 

upon the fpot; the reft fled into. the- palace see Ronee 

royal, which was originally. ercéted by one Price andi 

Grapte, a kinfwoman of Izates the king ‘of se 

the Adiabenians. The Idumceans pufh’d in a- 

long with them ;_ and fo beating the Zclotes 

intothe temple, they made themielves matters 

of th¢ whole mafs of John’s treafure for a 

booty 5 which was there depofited under the 

roof of his own habitation. The Zelotes up 

and down the town gather’d together upon 

this, to join thofe ot their companions that 

were got into the temple ; and John imme- 

diately. put himfelfin a pofture tor a fally up- 

on the Idumeans and the citizens: not char 

they had any apprchenfion of their number, 

for they were too many for them; but for 

tear of their ftealing out of the city by night, 

and at the fame time cutting of throats and 

fetting fire to’r. Upon this occafion they call’d 

a council, and deliberated with the high-prictt 

what meafures they were to take. But it 

-pleas’d God to infatuate their policies, by gi- 

ving them over’ toa remedy worfe than the 

‘difeafe’; ‘for they refolv’d among them{clves John caft off, 

to caft off John, and to’ féc up Simon in his and Simon in- 

ftead: and in fo doing/they did but clear their vited to the 

hands of one tyrant, 4nd Jay themfelves at the BVTNmeOt 

fectof-another. But che vote pafs’d however,’ 


The Idume- 
ans revolt ; 
and rout tlre 
Zclotes. 


ow John being their creature, thought it | and Matthias the high-prieft was fent co invite 
but reafonable to employ the power they had © Simon into the town for their governor, whom 
A SU PS p= Era ssn gyro peut paren ee, 


they 
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‘they had been fo often in dread of. There , fparkling of the Romans gold and filver, and 
were divers others alfo that had been forced | the fightof their riches, was fuch a temptation 
out of Jerufalem by the Zelotes, and would | to ftrangers unaccuftomed to fuch fights, that 
gladly have been at home again, that join’d | they could’hardly reftrain themfelves,. either 

- with Matthias in the fame requeft. ‘Simon | from taking things by force, or killing thofe 
gavethem a magiftcrial anfwer that their peti~ | that hinder’d “them. ‘This was the condition 


Simon re- 
ceiv’d into 
the city with 
fhoursand ac- 
clamations. 


tion: was granteds and fo enter’d the city in | of Italy ar'that time.“ 2 
the quality of their'preferver; the people're- | |. Upon’ Vefpafian’s return to Cefarca, after 
{tile and charaétcr. ‘This happen’d in the third’| was brought him of ftrange tumults in Rome, 
month that, they call * Xanthicus. Simon had | and that Vitellius was declar’d emperor... Now 
no fooner enter’d ‘Jerafalem with’ his troops,.|‘though *Vefpafian was.aman of ordet, ‘and 
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Vet pafian 


ceiving him alfo with acclamations in the fame | laying wafte all about Jerafalem, ‘the news meets the 
Z oug ; news at Cefs- 


rea of Vitel- 


lius’s being 
3: a rr S chofen em- 
knew as well how to obey asco command, “yet peror. 


but his head was prefently.at work how to‘fet-. 
tle himfelf; for he look’d upon thofe “that 
call’d him in, and thofe againft whom! he was ' 


re 


call’d; to-beequally his enemies. ~ ° 


he could not brook “to think of owning that 
man for his mafter, who Came to the empire 
as to.a prey rather than, to a dignity. ‘“This 


"Wat John found himfelf coop’d up-in'the | wonderful turn was fo great’a mortification 
temple with the:reft’of thé Zelotes, ‘and that | and diftraGtion to him; that he could'tier fo 
Simnonand his com/pahioris had madé ¢thorough | much as'think of any foteign' wars,'ae d‘rime 


This report 
goes to the” 
heart of Vet 
pafian. 


Anaffaule up- 
on the temple 


" on the top of what they, call the 4 PaftopHoria ; 


> YOws,: 


A civil war 
in Rome ;and 
Vitellius | 
there with a 
valk army. 


rifle‘ of the city, hé ‘gavehimfelf for loft. "The 
] 4 ae to 


atter, inthe mean, time, ~led ‘on the common 
people to an affault ‘upon the’ témple}! ‘but 'the | 
‘béfiegers were fo-gall’gwith ftonesj darts, and : 
arrows; from the’ galleries and Barclenients‘over | 
head" that they’wete driven’ back’ with’great . 
lofssfeveral kid; "others carry’d. of wound> 
ed: and upon the*whole“a'general difappoint- ; 
ment’; the Zelotes having ‘gdtten the advan- 
tage of. the ground?“where ‘there “was no ‘¢dm-' 
ing .at.them ; r 
of their own erecting to emy from 
above : ‘one to the eaftward;: /ariother ‘to“the: 
north ; “a thitd upori‘a gallery” ae“the ‘Coiner: 
over againft the lower town, and a?fourth up- 


a place where formerly ‘the prieft-afed to ftaind : 
after ndon; to make: proélamation by, found’of 
trumpet, when the fabbath began,’ and’ when:it : 
endéd < and'fo to-the*people !in like manner, ' 
when they. weré’ to;work;. and when‘to Keep: 
holiday. In thefe turtets'they had difpos’d-of 
their archers, flingers; and engincers, ‘with ar+ 
ys, ftones, and all their military ‘provitions 
about them. Simom‘and-his ‘men’ were ‘not a 
little furpriz’d at this obftinate refiftance of the 
Zelotes; but depending‘upon their'numbers, 
they prefe’d forward fill ;\ though! ‘wich'the 
lofs of a great many micn from the: Zelotes 
flings and machines. © 2 Fe 








‘ ea 
A civil war in Rome; and Vitellius‘at the hea 

of a vaft arny there, ‘The news of Vitsilins be~ 
ing chofen emperor goes to the: biartof Ve/pa~ 
fian. An invedive againf Vitellius and bis 
party, to the honour. of Vefpafian andTitus. 
The foldicrs are bent:upona change 3 and Vefpas 
Jian takes the army into. his care.’ ae 


Dore 


' 


es ape Aap atc ee eM 
IN the very heat of thefe’ broils-in- Jerufa- 
lem, there brake out a. worfe mifchief in 
Rome itfelf: that is to-fay, 2 civiljwar.! Vi- 
tellius was now come.out of Gérmany,'attend- 
ed with fuch a prodigious multitude of fo- 
reign troops, that for want of room in the 
lodgments that were aflign’d them, they were’ 
thin to take up in private hovfes, and to'turn 
the whole city into one general quarter. The 


Hn 


(eee ee 
* ie. April. 


| Suid. Masagbesov, 7) digo Tov crasdy. See If c. 22. 


+ See Mr, Spanheim’s feventh diflertation abont the excellency und ufé off coins, 


handled at largre. 










befide-four' Mtroiig' large towers | agitation, ‘the, officers ahd’ oldiers’ dréw“in 
‘anhoy‘the “enemy from | ‘clubs ‘and ‘‘cabals, “in‘parties 5-‘and fo'diftomrf— 


<¢lows'indeed, they‘ faid, ‘to difpo 


'/ &€ “for Vefpalian,’ thére can ‘be ‘no 


when’ his ‘country lay’ ‘labouring uidét fach 
miferable'circumfanged!t Hotpes" But ai his 
indighdtion fpurr’d him ‘on't6“a réVctige “Sil the 


‘oné, hand:;* fo the difficuitics of fo Ing‘ ajour- 
ney iti order to the execution of it (eipetially 
in winter tqo) puta’ chéck'té:him onthe Sther : 
‘for mjany ftrange thing's migtic fall our for Stighe 
“he'khelw' Befort be conldtéach ftaly.i "Fhefe, 
‘ahd fich thoughts ‘asthefe;. broughthim by 
degrees to himfeif again, . While this‘was in 

Htation, ‘the, offitets and foldiers’ dréiy‘into 








ing fieely upon HiattersOF fate ahd \sovernh 
ment, "they ‘did- ‘not {draple to'declare their 
Opitiiots for ahother change; loudly exclaim: 
ing’ apainft the Romain foldiérs:”. «"A°cém: 
<epanyof'diffolute efferminate-wretcHes' 
<¢ deya 1)” that Would! not ftand fo ’inuch ‘as 
"the boilé of a wat!” Thefe wer becey fél- 

mae me) - emt 
one ittruth,’ rather'td fell chdin to the 
“6 faireft bidder. *'Calt’ hey'‘ever! thibk thar 
“we, after the fatighes' of fo nidéh: duty ana 
“hard labour, ‘till we ure prevelant 
£6 Qty aris 3 thar ‘wer “Wilk ever Mb- 
*€ shit'to an emperor of theie chdfinig?“‘when 
‘Owe: have fo mutha worthier Pe of our 
&“Owi ? over and above, | thar if We lofé this 
= Cenotemity of cxpreffing our grdtitde for 





* the! gericrous obligations V etpanam hath aid 
“"upor us, *tis odds we’ fhall never have the 
‘eC like ‘again. ‘ Befide that Vefpafian is:id hitn- 
“ {elf as much fupérior ro: Virelliis,' with re- 
6¢ fpeét to the character of an.emperor,. as we 
“ ourfelves are to thofe that “made himrone. 
“¢ Have not we run ag manyirifques, and born 
“¢ as great a part in the war,. as the German 
“legion that brought this ufurper’ into ‘thé 
“ capital city ? are not weds” tl ‘skill in 


i i i 


we 
“ ‘the art and difcipline of- wat as they?’ 
: ifplite or 


(ehey 


An. investive 
of the officers 
againtt, Virgt- 
dius.and, his, 

party, 5, tothe 
hononty of 

Vefpafian and 


Pitusy 49 
The foldiers 
bent upon a 
change, 


LS compctition 5. forthe fetate' and the people » 


I of Rome are all for, him,, and, will never 
6"'éndure the licentious debauches of Vitellins 
tol be put in the a ee modefty 
had temperance of Vefpifian ; which would 
-¢.-bhe the exchanging of “a gracious pritice for 
“a mercilefs tyrant: #Nor is it tq be ex- 
“ pected that the’ fon Titus, though 9 prince 
* of cxtraordinary. virtue {hould’ be .chofen 
in preference to:his father,, But'let ic fuf- 


v.15. in the Septuagine. — ae : 
p. 649. where this paffage is 


“ fice 





fice that it isthe honour and jutftice of a 
prince that eftablithes the peacc ot the throne. 
Now if either maturity of experience, oF 
vigour of youth, may intitle a prince to the 
choice, you have the one in Vefpafian, and 
the other in Titus; and all the advantages 
that attend wifdom, force and refolution. 
Iris further to be confider’d, that ineleting 
the admirable father of this incomparable 
fon, the thrce imperial legions and auxilia- 
ries will be enforced with the whole power 
of the caft, that part of Europe that lies out 
of the reach of Vitellius, and all the in- 
tereft that Vefpafian’s friends, his brother, 
and his other fon can makc in Italy: the one 
being prefect * of Rome, a charge of great 
influence and credit, efpecially at the be- 
ginning of a reign; and the other fo popu- 
Jar, that which way foever he went, the 
flower of the nobility would be fure to fide 
with him. Buc now after all, they cry’d, 
what if the fenate itfelf fhould put up Vef- 
pafian for emperor, and take the. glory and 
the meric of the action out of our hands; 
while we ftand upon forms and niceties to 
no manner of purpofe; fhould not we be 
“ finely deceiv’d then? we, that of all men 
“ living have the greateft obligation to 
* him.” 
The army Tuts was the foldiers talk among them- 
 preffes Vefpa- felves, at firft only in knots and corners: but 
fian totake their confidence increafing with their numbers, 
them into his rhey came unanimoufly to the point,. and one 


a 


hh and all cry’d up Vefpafian, emperor ; begging 
mschado him at the fame time to take the totrering em- 


they obtain'd. pire into his protection. This great man had 
been a long time the fupporter of the empire 5 
but for the ftile of emperor, he abfolutely re- 
fus’d it, (though in that very refufal he de- 
ferv’d it) declaring that he had much rather 
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-ment, with the whole army, called out with Mucianus 


{pend the remainder of his days in the free-! 


dom of a private life, than among the fnares | the ifle of Pharos, which hath been fo cele- 
and difficulties of a more illuftrious and exalt-| brated for a famous fea-mark. The lig 


one voice to march againft Vitellius; but Vef- 5'8° Vefpa- 
pafian was rather of opinion for beginning with With hie» eee 
Alexandria; Egypt being one of the moft ne- again Vitei- 
ceflary and confiderable branches of the em-lius, | 
Pire, in refpeét of the-vaft quantities of corn it vee s 
Produces: infomuch that if he could but make ‘Alexandria 
himfclf matter of that country, he was in hope and gives his 
that Rome icfelf would rather turn out Vitcl- reafons for it. 
lius than run the hazard, if they ftood it out, 

of ftarving for his fake, as of neceflity they 

muft without relief from Egypt. He deGren 

alfo an enforcement of two legions that lay at 
Alexandria to join him. 

_ He propounded alfo the making of the pro- Of Egypt and 

vince a fecure place of retreat in the worft of he fituation 
fortunes. ‘There is hardly any coming at ic®*" 
by land, and noports to thefea. Itis bound+ 
ed on the weft with the parching land of Li- 
bya: on the fouth, Syene divides it from 
Ethiopia, and the unpaflable cataraéts of the 
river Nile: on the eaft, the Red-fea ferves it 
for a rampart as far as the city’Coptos;, and 
on the north, it ftretches out as far as Syria, 
and that which they call the Egyptian-f{ea, 
and the coaft quite thorough wholly deftitute 
of ports: fo that nature hath provided for the 
fecurity of Egypt in the very fituation of it. 
From Pelufium toSyene they reckon two thou- 
fand + furlongs, and three § thoufand fix 
hundred by fea, from Plinthine to Pelufium. 
The Nile is navigable as far as Elephantine ; 
but, as I faid before, there is no paffing further 
for the cataraéts. 

ALEXANDRIA, let the weather be never fo Alexandriaa 
fair, is a nice and a dangerous port ; the en- dangerous 
trance very narrow, and the rocks fo fcatter’d PO 
up and down in fhallow water, that he muft 
be a very exaét guide that knows all the turn- 
Ings. On the lett hand it is encompafs’d with 


a dike, like an arm about it; on the right lies Thetower of 

. : haros; a fa-~ 
mous fea~ 
he of mark. 


ed ftation, The more Vefpafian declin’d it, |it is feen three ** hundred furlongs off at fea, 


the more the officers prefs’d him; till at 
length, upon his obftinate denial, they came 
all up to him with their -+fwords drawn, and 
threaten’d to kill him, unlefs he would fub- 
mit to accept of the honour that he deferv’d. 
He refufed it a long time; but in the end, 
when he faw they would not be deny’d, he 
yielded to their importunity. 








CHAP. XI 


Mucianus preffes Vefpafian to march againft Vi- 
tellius 5 but Vefpafian is rather for Alexandria. 
Of Egypt and the fituation of it. Alexandria 
3 dangerous port. The tower of Pharos. 
berius Alexander a true friend to Vefpafian. 


Fie 


ESPASIAN was no fooner advanced 
to the empire, but Mucianus and the 
reft of the officers that invited him to govern- 


* A prefect fignifies governor of a place. 
tT Sce Ryckius upon Tacitus, p. 3738. 


4 ‘Two thoufand furlongs amounted to two hundred and fift 


§ Three thoufand fix hundred furlongs 
one hundred and fifty geometrical paces. 

** ‘Three hundred furlongs amounted to thirty ci 

Ht Thirty furlongs amounted to three Englifa m 


amounted to four hundred an 


ight Englith miles, lacking fifty 
iles and three quarters, a forty 


and ferves for a direétion to mariners what 
courfe they are to fteer. About this ifland 
there are mighty defences of ftrong keys and 
thick walls, to break the violence of the. waves 
that beat upon that quarter; and the rage of 
the billows dafhing one upon another makes 
the ee yet more hazardous. But after all 
thefe difficultics in the way, there is not a 
fafer port in nature-when you are once over 
the bar. The length of it is thirty +f furlongs, 
and it is furnifhed with conveniencies of ftorc- 
houfes fer all manner of goods, to be cither 
imported or exported. 

VESPASIAN Was much in the right in his 
olitics, when he pitch’d upon Alexandria 
in order to the eftablifhment of the em- 


pire: and upon that occafion, he gave the go- Tiberius 

Alexander a 
great friend 
to Vefpafiun, 


vernor Tibcrius Alexander to underftand, that, 
being prevail’d upon by the importunity of 
the foldiers to take charge of the govern- 
ment, he could not do better than to defire 





y three vag miles. 
fifty fix Englifh miles and a quarter, and 
t neo paces. 
ive geometrical paces, 


the 
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Tor ‘which Vafp 


The news of 
Vetpafian’s 
advancement 
gives an uni- 
oO as . 
vertal fatis- 
faction, 


Vefpafian a- 
feribes his 
fucceffes to 
providence. 
A propheti- 
«al bine of 
Vetpatian’s 
future preat- 
nets, 


fofeph treat- 


ed Vetpatian 


inthe thle of 


emperor 
while Nero 
was yeriving, 
aticl hint lt sa 
aifoner. * 


the favour of his affiftance and advice in the 
adminiftration. Alexander had no fooner read 
the letter, but wicthall franknefs and alacrity, 
he * gave the Iegions and the people the oath 
of fidelity to Vefpafian; who took ic with 
the gredteft expreflions and demonftration of 
joy and affection imaginable: being abundant- 
ly. Ghistyed before-hand in the certain know- 
ledge. and cxperience of his honour. and vir- 
tue. Alexandcr.in the mean time made a juft 
and a gencrous ufe of the power that was given 
him for the fervice,of the publick, and ap- 
ply’d himfelf in the firft place to provide ne- 
ceffarics for the.reception of the new prince. 


a 





_° CHAP. XII 

Vefpafian’s advancement pleafes all people. He 
- aeribes all his fucceffes to providence. Several 
prefages of his future greatnefs.. . fofeph treat- 
' ‘ed Vefpapan in the flile of emperor, even while 
“Nero was yet living, and himfelf a prifoner ; 
afin gives hin his. liberty with 

“honours and rewards. Sy Ea 





“WRHE news flew like lightning every 

'f} ° where up.and down the eaft of Vefpa- 
fian’s being advanced to the empire.;. and it 
was fo welcome :wherever it came, that all 
the'cities made holiday upon the arrival of it, 
‘with vows and facrifices for Vcfpalian’s happy 
reign, — 
. Tue legions that were quarter’d in + Mefia 
and Pannonia, and were lately up in, arms a- 
gainft Virellius, . for his tyrannical, infolence, 
took the oath to Vefpafian with all the chear- 
fulnefs in ‘the world. Se ee 
_ -Uron Vefpafian’s return from .Cefarea to 
Berytus, there were feveral embafladors from 
Syria and other provinces that mct him upon 
the way, with garlands and gratulatory ad- 
dreffes in the name.of the cities and people : 
Mucianus the governor of Syria among the reft, 
with aflurances of the faith and good affeétion 
of all in general; exprefs’d by, oaths and o- 
therwife, to the perfon and authority of Vef- 
pafian. A: 
Now Vefpafian being fo fortunate in all his 
undertakings, that. whatever he. did, fucceed- 
ed to his wifh, he began to bethink himfelf, 
that fuch a concurrence of {ceming, accidents 
making for him, look’d liker a providential 
difpofition of things in the order of caufes and 
efleéts, than the work of chance ; and that it 
was the hand of God, not fortune, that had 
exalted himeo that eminence. Ee then began 
to recolleét what ftrange prophetical hints and 
prognotticks he had obferv'd in the courfe of 
his Tifc 3; and all pointing to the fame end, as 
particularly a paflage of Jofeph’s, who had. the 
confidence in the very life of Nero, to give Vcf- 
pafian the ticle of emperor. ‘his remarkable 
prediétion made fuch an impreflion upon Vef- 
patian, (cfpecially from a perfon that was yer 
his prifoner) that calling Mucianus and feveral 
of nis friends and offligers about bim, he rook 
oceation to make meation of the bravery of 


the WARS of.the JEWS. 


thing to another till he came to recount his 
predictions; which, fays Vefpafian, I took to 
be only the inventions of fear to fereen him- 
felf from punifhment ; till time and the event 
of things have now made it evident that they 
were in{pirations. ,“¢ And, what a fhame is 
“¢ it for me now, (fays Vefpafian) to treat a 
“¢ minifter and the meflenger of God that 
‘¢ brought me the tidings of my preferment, at 
“¢ the fcandaloug rate, {till of a prifoner?” 

He had _ nq fooner. pafs’d this refleétion, but 
Jofeph was immediately fent for, and fet at 
liberty: from which. generous gratitude his 
officers took. thcir meafures what they them- 
{elves might expeét from fo gracious a matter, 
that were his faithful friends and fervants. 
‘Titus being then prcfenr, told his father with 
fubmiffion, that in barely fetting Jofeph at li- 
berty, the work was but half done 3. for his 
chains ought to be broken as well as. taken off, 
to pronounce him an innocent, and to leave 
him as he found him; according to common 
practice when men are wrongfully imprifon’d: 
for otherwife he isonly difcharg’d of the bon- 
dage,. ,but the difhonour fticks upon him ftill. 
Meipafian concurr’d with him in ‘opinion, and 
accordingly order’d his chains immediately to 
be cut..to pieces ;with an ax. So that Jofeph 
did, not only get-his freedom, but the reputa- 
tion of a great prophet alfo for what he had 
fergtold 3,.and credic,cnough to be farther 
belicv’d in whatever he should fay’-for the fa- 
ture. Ye 








- CHAP. XIN 7. 
Vefpafian takes Antioch in bis way to Rome; and 

fends Mucianus with a great army. into Italy. 
,. Geciuna draws Vitellies’s men over toVefpafian ; 

| Aid the foldiers feixe him as a traytor. A fight 
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Vefpafian {ets 
ech ar He 
erty for it 
with remark- 
able honours 
and rewards, 


- betwixt Anthony and the Vitellians:;, the latter 
worfted, and fly toward Cremona, where they . 


are totally cut of. »Cecinna difcharged, and 
» fent to Vefpafian withthe news of the vidory. 
. Sabinus feizes. the capitol, A bloody battle. 
© Vitelliusdvagg’ d through the Streets dead drunk; 

and flabb'd to death in the city. . Thapeople de- 

clare every where for Vefpifan. 


FIEN Vefpafian had given the embaf- 
fadors their anfwers, and fettled all 
his governments in the hands of fic and care- 
ful officers, he chang’d his.mind, and wene to 
Antioch; and fo forward to Rome,. rather 
than Alexandria, as he thought to have done; 
the latter being fafe and quict, and the other 
mifcrably embroil’dby VitcHius, and ftanding: 
in more need of him of the two. So he fent 
Muctanus over land inte Italy. with an army of 
horfe and foot, by the way of Cappadocia and 
Phrygia for he durft nos venture his troops 
upon w winter dea. 

Amowna others there was +}: Antonius Primus, 
the governor of Mcfia, with the third le TON 
that lay in that province; whordefir’d nothing 
mnore than to: come to an encounter with Vj- 
teHius, And fo Vitellius, on the other hand, 


Jofeph, and how refolutely he had oppoted } tent Cecinna at the head of a throng army u- 
them at the fieye of Jotapata; and fo from onc 'painit him. As he was upon his march ior 











* Rychius in hi. totes upon Tacitus, p. 378. difcovers : 


| AY. Moyfte. 


J Rychins in his notes upon Pacitu:, po yor, &c. thew 


$ 


‘ 





inerror of fotephis in this phice. 


us Several creors of foteptis in what folloys. 
Rome 


Velpafiny 
guits the 
thought of 
Alexandria, 
amd takes Are 
tioch in dais 
way to Rome 
Fle fends 
Moarciants ines 
today with 
un atnanyy 
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Rome, he met Anthony upon the borders of 
Italy not tar from Cremona; where he itopp’d 
to gaze upon the numbers, the order and the 
difcipline of the enemy 3; but durft not engage 
them. Hc was now at a nonplus what to do. 
Fight he durit not, and he could not run a- 
way with honour: fo chat he chofe the part of 
a deferter rather than of a coward. Hecall’d 
his centurions, tribunes, and in fhort, all his 
officers together, and made ufe of that occa- 
fion to encer into a defcant upon Veéfpaiian and 
Virellius, till derogating trom the latter, and 
elevating the former; with a defign all this 
hoales Vitel- While to draw Vitellius’s people over to Vef- 
lius's mento pafian. ‘¢ The former, he faid, had but the 
gooverto “© name of an emperor; the other, the right 
Mela: and authority, and che true ftamp of an im- 
“ perial character in his very perfon, over and 

‘© above the oddsof Vefpatian’s choice of men 

and numbers; to fuch a degree, in fine, 
that there was no contending with him. 
And if ie be fo, fays he, why thould not we 
now do the fame thing before-hand, by 
choice, that we fhall be fore’d to do but 
the next hour by neceffity ?) Not but that 
Vefpatian is able to do his bufinefs, to all 
manner of purpofes, without your help: 
whereas Vitellius is not able to ftand upon 
his own legs, or to proteét any party that 
The foidiers * adheres to him.” ecinna ply’d his argu- 
@efertand re: mene fo tar, till he gain’d his point, and car- 
and ry’d the foldiers over to Anthony. Bue the 
Cecinea Fext night, Cecinna’s men, betwixt repentance 
ior what they had done, and for fear of pu- 
nifhment in cafe Vitellius fhould get the bet- 
ter ot it, came ina rage with their fwords 
drawn up to Cecinna to kill him; and they 
had certainly doneit, if the tribunes had not 
paifionately interpos’d on his behalf. So that 
they fpar’d his lite; but however order’d him 
to be kept in chains, and fent away to Vitel- 
* lius for atraytor. So foon as this came to 
Anthony’s ear, he prefently commanded out a 
parry to fall upon them as defertcrs., They 
made a fhort itand; but atter the firft fhock, 
Be they gave ground, and took their flight to- 
ee Cremo- Ward Cremona. But Anthony putin with his 
; e horfe betwixt them and the town; and begirt- 


Ceemna per- 


ce 


“ce 
“se 
“c“ 
“a 
“ 
“6c 
“ 
(<9 
“ce 


Gs 






a traytor. 







ne 


wortted, an 


na, where 
they are in- ing them a-round, made a great flaughter up- 
a: on the place, and gave the foldiers the pillage 
Soe Y of the town. There perifh’d promifcuouily 


in this ravage foreign merchants and town{- 
men in abundance; with the whole army of 
Vitellius, to the number of thirty thoufand 
and two handred perfons. There fell of An- 
thony’s men that he brought out of Mefia, four 
thoufand five hundred; who fetting Cecinna 
Cecinna fer at at liberty, fent him away to Vefpafian with 
Vberty, and the news of the viétory; where he was re- 
fenr to Vef- ceiy’d with great and unexpected honours to 
pafian, with balance the difgrace of being falfe to his maf- 
the news of 
the victory. CCTs _ . i 
° Wuew Sabinus, Vefpafian’s brother, un- 
derftood that Anthony was upon his march to- 
ward Rome, ic put new life into him; fo 
that drawing together the ciry guards, that 
Sibinus feizes Night he feiz’d the capitol: great numbers of 
the capitol. perfons of the firft quality coming in to them 
the next day ; and among the reft his nephew 





+ i.e. O€tober. 


Domitian, who had a great hand in the glory 
of that action. 

Virexrius never troubled his head about 
Anthony, but his main fpite was at Sabinus, 
and the reit that join’d with him in the revolt: 
and being naturally fanguinary and cruel, cf- 
pecially where there was noble blood jn the 
cafe, he fent a body of his own troops to at~ 
tack the capitol ; and there was great bravery 
fhew’d betwixt them and thofe in the temple ; 
but in the end, the Germans, overpowering 
their adverfaries with numbers, gain’d the hill. 
Domitian and feveral Romans of the highctt 
quality efcap’d in a manner by miracle; but 
Sabinus was carry’dto Vitcellius, who order’d 
him immediately to be put to death, and all 
the refit were cut to pieces; the foldiers fei- 
zing the plunder of the temple, and then fet- 
ting fire toit. 

ANTHONY came up the next day with his 
army, and the Vitellians gave him battle. A bloody 
They fought in three feveral parts of the city, battle. 
and werc all flain. Afterthis, came Vitellius Pee af 
out of his palace, wallowing drunk (accord- che ifoeets 
ing to his cuftom) and overcharg’d with a drunk, and 
gluttonous excefs, where he was taken upand ftabb’d to 
dragg’d through the ftrcets, villify’d wich all doth inthe 
forts of fcurrilous and opprobrious language, a 
and in the conclufion, ftabb’d to death in the 
middle ofthe city. He had now rcign’d cight 
months and five days; and fuch was his pro- 
fufion, that if he had liv’d longer, the reve- 
nue of the empire would not have anfwer’d the 
charge of his debauches. They reckon upon 
upward of fifty thoufand men flain, over and 
above thofe already mention’d : and this great 
ation happened upon the third day of the 
= month Apelleus. 

Mccranvus next day enter’d Rome with 
his army, and after fome fort of ftop put to 
the mercilefs rage of Anthony’s foldicrs (who 
were ftill fearching in all corners up and down 
for Virellius’s men, whom they kill’d as faft 
as they found them, without fo much as ex- 
amining whether they were guilty or innocent) 
intimated to the people that they fhould do 
well to chufe Domitian for their governor till 
his father came up. But the people being 
now out of danger, and nothing farther to 
fear, would not hear of any other governor The people 
than Vefpafian; and fo crying him up to the declzre every 
skies with acclamations, they made a double Where for 
feftival of ir; one, for the blefling of Vefpa— V°Patisn- 
fian’s coming to the government, the other, 
for their deliverance trom the tyranny of Vi- 
tellius. 





CHAP. XIV. 


Velpafian at Alexandria, and courted with ad- 
dreffes frou all quarters. He fends away his 
for Titus towards Ferufalem.  Titus’s uiarch. 


ESPASIAN, at his coming to Alex~ Vefpafian 
andria, was entertain’d with the whole courted at 
hiftory of what had pafs’d at Rome, and ply’d Alexandria 
with gratulatory embaflics and addrefles from ¢.., from all 
quarters 


all 


——— 
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all quarters, to joy him of his cxalration to 
the empire. Alexandria is look’d upon as one 
of the largeft citicsin the world, nextto Rome 
itfelf; and yet upon this occafion it was too 
lictle for the company. .'The imperial ftate of 
Rome being now fettled and fecur’d, the peo- 
ple quiet and eafy, beyond all expectation, 
and the winter over, Vefpafian began to be- 
think himfelf of looking toward the remain- 
der of Judea, and prepare for his journey to 
Rome. When he had put every thing in or- 
der in Alexandria, he fent away his fon ‘Titus 
Jerufalem. with his beft troops, upon an expedition a- 
‘Titus'smarch gainft Jerufalem. He went as far as Nicopo- 

lis by land, about twenty * furlongs from A- 

lexandria; and then embarking his troops upon 

long boats, pafs’d down the Nile, along the 





He fends a- 
way his{fon 
Titus towards 
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banks of the Mendefian canton, to the city of 
Thymis, and went afhore at Tanis: from 
thence he went to Heracleopolis, and fo to. Pe- 
lufium; where he ftay’d two days to refrefh. 
his troops, and then march’d away crofs the 
defart, and encamped by the temple of Jupiter 
Caffius. ‘The next day he went to Oftraciné 5 
2 place fo extremely dry, that the inhabitants 
have no water but whatthey fetch from abroad. 
From thence to } Rhinocorura, where -le 
ftay’d a while, and then to Raphia, che firft 
city upon the borders of Syria, and his fourth 
ftage: Gaza was the fifth, and from thence he 
march’d to Afcalon, and fo to Jamnia and 
Jopps from Joppa to Cefarea, witha refo- 
ution to ftrengthen himfelf with other addi- 


tional troops. 





* Twenty furlongs amounted to two Englith miles and an half, and thirty geometrical paces, as hath been before 


obferved. 
+ Lat, Rhinocolura. 
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BOOK VI. 





CHAP. I. 


Three fa&ions in Ferufalem. 
Fobn of Gifchala puts in for bimfelf. 
Fobu and Simon. 
[cience. 


The march and order of Litus’s army. 


HEN Ticus had pafs’d the de- 
i farts betwixt Egypt and Sy- 
ria, in fuch manner as is al- 
ready fet forth, he came to 
Cefarea; with a refolution to 

=e} draw histroopstogether there, 
and to form hisarmy. While he was, as yet 
with his father Vefpafian at Alexandria, gi- 
ving orders about the adminiftration of the 
empire which God had put into his hands, 
the ta¢tions in Jerufalem were divided into 
three partice, and cach againft the other ; 
which for an ill matter, was well enough to 
fee a common enemy doing juftice upon itfelf. 
As for the domincering fattion of the Zclotes 
(whofe infolence was certainly the ruinof the 
city) we have fpoken both of the rife-agd en- 
creafe of it very particularly clfewhere 5 and 
it was no more, in fhort, than one fedition bred 
out of another. It had fomewhat in it of the 
rage of a wild beaft, that for want of other 
matter to work upon, preys upon its own 
bowels, rather than not be doing fome mif- 
chief or other. : 

Ereazar the fon of Simon was the firft 
that began the feparation in the temple, by 
fetting up the Zclotes againft the people, up- 
omthd regepee Be Being wonderfully offended 
at the daily infolericics of John of Gifchala 
but at the fame time doing the fame cruel 
things himfelf, andin truth, the main excep- 


a) 
“ 





Three fre- 
tlonsin Jeru- 
falen. 


Lileazar be-' 
gan the 
sreach, by 
fetting upthe 
Zeclotes ite 
Laintt the 
people. 


Eleazar began the breach, by fetting up the Zelotes againf? the peoples 
A fight betwixt Fobn and Eleazar. 
The deplorable frate of Ferufalem, that has neither humanity left init, nor con- 


An encounter betwixt 


tion was no more-than this: that the greater 
tyrant of the two could not brook to fubmit 
to the lefs: fo that betwixt an infatiable chirft 
after power, aid an ambitious impatience of yonn of Gif 
having: any body above him; he fell off from Chala fers up 
his companions and fet up for himfelf, with for himfit, 
Judas the fon of Chelcias, and Simon the of andimakess 
Ezron ; two perfons of great quality and in- PY 
tercft; and likewife with Ezechias the fon of 
Chobar, a man nobly defcended ; and every 
one of them at the head of atrain of Zelotes. 
Wich this party they took pofleflion of the inncr 
temple, and put guards upon the facred porches 
and doors, in confidence that the provifions of 
the place, by reafon of the multitude of their 
daily oblations, would fupply them with all 
neceflaries 5 and putting no difference, in fine, 
as to the common ufe of things, betwixt fa- 
cred and prophane. Bcing thus pofted, the 
only thing they fear’d wag want of men for 
the exccution of any confidcrable defign. John 
was much the ftronger of the two 3 but what 
Eleazar wanted in number, was abundantly 
made good to him by the advantage of the 
lace, for he had his cnemy under him. Now 
Jotn could not attempt any thing upon him 
ut to his lofs; fo that betwixt the fear of do- 
ing a rafh thing on the one hand, and the im- 
patience of ftanding ftill to do nothing at all 
on the other, he was not a little divided how 
to behave himfclf, But his ftomach and ani- | 
moflity 


A fight bes 
twixe John 
und Telenzar. 
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mofity carry’d it in the end however from his 
diferetion; and he made feveral attacks, both 
With darts and other weapons of that nature, 
till the temple was polluted with the gore of 
dead bodies.. + --- ae is 

On the other fide, Simon the fon of Gioras, 
whom the people in their diftrefs. had invited 
and entertained fot thei governor ‘and pro-' 
teétor, having in his poffeffion the upper town, 
and the coe part of ‘the-lower, carry’d on 


greater vigour, wher'he {aw how he was prefs’d’ 
atthe. fame time froti above by Eleazar.. -But 

ohn’ had 'the'fame'‘advantage of Simon that 

leazar had%of ‘John;' who effeétually ‘had a 
double:war-ypon him, and as:much the better 
of the‘orie, -as the Worfe of the other: for juft 
fo:"m&th ‘as Eleazar” was too’ hard for“John, 
whoi he'had' under him ; fo -tmuch' was he too 
hard for: Simon,’ who was ‘below him again. 


Anencounter So that: John ‘had-little or no‘difficulty to re- 
between John pulfe thé'attémpts of Sinion from the:lower 


and Simon. 


‘:” thevery- altar,‘ and cut off the facrificers them- 


ot 


" : together with ‘a‘tultitiide of cothmior wor- 


The'témple - 


©, dfcthejearth-out of:devotion to worfhip’ in this: 
il . s ee 
ea i holyiplace, fell themfelves the factifices;’ and: 


' 


gtouhd- as he. defended: himfelf:che-beft he 
could’ from Eleazar'that was over: his head, 
with flings':and-’ machines to ‘ caft’ darts and 
ftories:’ ‘And’ thefe eiigines did execiition not 
only‘uponi the ‘peojilein ‘arms, but ‘“upon-thofe 
alfo that came out-of devotion to-worfhip. For 
it-muft-be acknowledg’d thatthefe-mifcreants, 
even inthe outrage of their-impietié¢s} gave ad- 
mittahéé to-all ‘that’ offer’d themfelves upon 
the-account ‘of religion ; {faving only-that the 
Jews were moft' expos’d to ftrict ‘fearches and 
examiddtions. ©’ And’! forthe ftrangers that 
were ‘fo happy as‘to ¢fcape the malice’of-a 
military. fury, they fell’here' and theré by ca- 
fudley-and mifchancte?: ‘that is to fay; by ‘the 
random fhot of ftones and lances, that-reach’d 


‘felves in the exeréife!: of “their ‘holy fitifion, 


thippers.' : Some*that came’ from ‘all ‘quarters 


defiled: that! altar{ with ‘their: blood; ‘that not! 
only the:Greeks> ‘but even :thé wildeft of 'Bar- 
bariansihad avenération for. The dead bddies 
of ‘{trangers and: ‘of “natives, perfons' holy: and: 
profane, were here proimifcuoufly’ corifoind~ 
¢d,:iand thcir’-blood flowing up* to’ thd very’ 
altar" et Ee 5 Seri tlie! 
-' An, miferable,: miferable ‘city! the--fire: 
and fword of the ‘Romans, when they'enter’d: 
thee by: force, ‘and ‘ehdeavour’d the purging of 
thee ‘by flames' for thé iniquities of thy faction 
and ‘apoftacy, with ‘all the defolation that en- 
fu’d-upon it’; all this, I fay, was nothing to 
the mifery of thy prefent caic. ‘Thou: wert no 
longer the feat of God, after turning his holy 
houte, by thy civil broils, intoa fhambles or 
a common charnel-houfe ; nor could’ft thou 
ever expect to come off unpunifh’d for thefeim- 
pious. provocations. But it is not’ yet impofli- 
bles not impoffible, I fay, by a true: repen-' 
tance to appeafe ‘the incenfed juttice of ‘a righ- 
tequs ‘God,that laid this heavy judgment upon 
thee. . But this were better let ‘alone’s' ‘for 
tivate paffions and complaints..are not the 
ufinefs. of an hiftorian, .{o that: I fhall: return 
toiniy:fubjedt, and proceed to the matter of 
ack chat follow'd upee this uproar. =~ 
Jerusatem (as I have faid already) was 
divided into three factions, Eleazar and his 
party, that had the charge of the firft fruits 
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t agaihft:Joha‘and his patty with the 
















S. 
and oblations, got drink arid fell upon John. 
John fally’d out iipon Simon; and the people 
that affifted himi with provifions; againft him- 
felf arid Eleazar. Wheti John ‘happén’d to be’ 
attack’d at the fame time by Eleazar and Si- 
mon, both together, he divided his forces, 
‘and held thofe in play that affaulted himi ‘on 
the.city-fide, with darts from the tops of thé 
‘porchés, plying thofe inthe temple above him’ 
‘with ‘ftones ahd ‘arrows from his machines. 
When at any time his eneinies over head gave 
him a little refpite (as they did frequently; 
when Eleazar and his: people were’ éithér‘tir’d 
‘or drunk) he was’ then, at liberty. ''to' make 
ftronger {allies upon Simon and his complices ;’ 
atid ftill ‘as he beat him further’ and futther in= 
to ‘the'‘town, he burnt all before him’: ‘mipd-' 
zines, granaries, ftorcs, ‘atid all ‘honfes (indif= 
ferently,with whatever was'in them, ‘that flood’ 
in his way. - Upon:his‘retreat, Simon follow’d 
him ifomediately 5, and then it was his cura to 
do'the fainé thing, over again.” They‘could 
have‘déne no‘more if they had beeh in’a di- 
reét confpiracy forthe betraying of Jetufalem’ 
to the Romans, by putting it out of condition 
of defence, ‘in’ deftroying all that’ was necef~ 
fary ‘to preferve it... And to increafe'rhe ‘cala- 
mity, “evéry thing’ was burnt to the ground 
quite: round the temple ; ‘the city turn’d.intoa 
defart by'the very natives of the place, ‘and a 
field’ of ba re 


vifion of “cérn, ‘in fine, and other neceffaries, 
fufficientto“have maintain’d a fiege for feveral 
years, > -was~’almioft totally confum’d; ‘ which 
led thévitably to a‘ famine; ‘and the ruin of the 
city that they brought upon themfelves; * .." 


. Jexu’s vem in thé mean time, 





vive bee by Haha gt Se : ve oa se 
pandas é¢ts'for a prey.’ ‘Old men and wo~ 
Seis Fe ES) on Coat naga fasg te © femMmiss Sg 
men~" Were" under fick * an ' aftonifiimént’ for: 
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John ftands a 
double arrack 


Corn and o- 


‘ther necefla- 


ries for life, 


pee f ty ; A burnt and de- 
attle one againft another. “The pro-. ftroy’d. 


. JexvsAtem inthe mean time, Betwiit’ the The deploras 
faction” ‘within ‘the town, ‘and’ the’'befiegers ble ftate.of. 
without; ‘was like'a great body worry’d and Jerufalem. 


‘what'they faw “and fuffer’d, that they pray’d 


forthe ‘fuccefs of their, very enemies, the Rd= 
nian,” and ‘for a foreign war in exchange for a 
civil?-They lay under the ‘impreffion of 4'moft 
féandalous dread and ter¥or, Ie’ was, how? patt. 
ad Vifiig! ‘titne,, and ther¢ ‘was'‘no place left bi 
ther-for repentance, Compofition, of' Aight ; ‘alt, 
: Paflages' were’ guarded, “and ‘the ‘heads'of the 
\faétions, how mortal enemies’ foevet ip ‘orer’ 
'afes} were all of a mind'yct. in the ‘agréemehe 
of killing’ any man that deferv’d rollive, ‘They’ 
fuffer’d’ not one man to efcape, that.was but’ 
fufpéétcd to be a well willer to the Rémians ;' 
but they. were all treated like comitioh ené-' 
mies. “ Shouts, and the clafhing of atms were’ 
heard day and night. ‘The fear irfelfoF evils 
to come was a great mifery : but chenjthe fenfe' 
of thofe, evils being’come upon. thay was, a’ 
much greater,’' and: their: daily lameritatiohs. 
were-never yet without'a juft ground’ té Work’ 
upon. Their fearsmadé' ‘them {mother their 
forrows: :'Grief is dumb’ when ir cbmts.to'be! 
ftapifying’;' and that is the tormenting’ diAléti-’ 
ofthat ics. gnawing,’ like a‘caniter, ‘tthe! 
heart;' withouc “thaking °ahy ‘noifk. 

was no'fuch ine ee. yt 
ving... The relacidn’ wag lott. betwixt {4 
.and inferior, and as'Httle‘regard’ ‘had ‘td rhe’ 
‘humanity of burying the dead. And what 
was the reafon’ of allthis, ~but--an-univerfar 
defperation ;' for he! thi i hath nothing, faHope 
for, hath nothing to..fear. . Every man that! 
was re of the faction, gave himfelf for Loft. 
an 


on ae : . There’ Neither 
as reverence ‘fot, thé li- humanity nor 
erior confcience. 
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The march 
aod order of 
Titas’s army. 


FLAVIUS JOSEPHUS of 


and carry’d his life in his hand, as if he were 
the next moment to die. The faétion all this 
while fought on, with heaps of carcaffes un- 
der their feet, in a kind of triumphant vanity 
of oftentation, as if the horror of the {peéta- 
cle had made the living as hard and infcnfible 
as the dead. But chcir héads and their hearts 
were bent upon wickednefs; and whatever 
came into their thoughts that they were able 
to compafs, Ict it be never fo bloody and cruel, 
they made no feruple to execute it. Writnefs 
John’s perverting to profane ufes thofe facred 
materials that were fet apart for the fervice of 
God’s houfe. The people and high pricfts had 
once enter’d into a refolution to raife the tem- 
pie twenty “cubits higher, and to carry up 
an arch to fupport the work. To this end 
king Agrippa, with incredible charge and la- 
bour, brought from mount Libanus, certain 
admirable pieces of timber, both for length 
and fize: but the war breaking out, interrupt- 
ed the defign. So that John, having occa- 
fion for the materials, had the trees cut 
out into lengths tor his own proper ufe, and 
then fram’d into turrets for his fecurity and de- 
fence againit Eleazar and his party, who an- 
noy’d him from the top of the temple. They 
were raifed along the wall to the weftward, 
over-againft the great hall, as the only place 
capable of fuch a ftruéture, by reafon of fo 
many ftair-cafes in the way. John flatter’d 
himfelf that this impious contrivance of his 
would have Taid his enemies at his feet: but 
God in his providence difappointed him, by 
bringing the Romans in upon him, before he 
could perteét his work. 

Wuewn Titus had gotten together one part 
of his army, and order’d the remainder of it 
up to Jerufalem, he went to Cefarea; where 
he had with him, over and above the three le- 
gions, that had formerly made fuch havock in 
Judea under his father, the twelfth legion al- 
to; which was neverthelefs brave for that un- 
lucky encounter under Ceftius; nay on the o- 
ther fide, burning with impatience for the op- 
portunicy of a revenge for that difafer. He 
order’d the fifth legion to meet him by the 
way of Ammaus, and the tenth by Jericho; 
while he himfelf march’d with the reft, in 
conjunction with a body of royal auxiliaries, 
larger than ever heretofore, and a great num- 
ber of Syrians) The detachments that were 
fent by Vefpafian under Mucianus into Italy, 
out of the four legions, he made good out of 
two thoufand choice men of the Alexandrian 
army that he brought along with him, and 
three thoufand more that follow’d him from 
the Euphrates: and there was the beft of friends 
alfo, both for integrity and council, Tiberius 
Alexander, formerly the governor of Egypt, 
but now chofen to command the army ; being 
the firft man that own’d and ftood up for Vef- 
pafian in the infancy of his government, en- 
ter'd into a league with him, and ftood firm 
to it in defpice of all the hazards of an un- 
certain fortune. He was likewife qualify’d 
with all the natural advantages for martial 
undertakings, that refolution, generofity, and 
wifdom, could give a man. 


* Twenty Jewith cubits amounted to full thirty fi 
} Thirty furlongs amoured nile 
been alr 


y more than once obferved: 
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CHAP. It. 


Titus marches into the enemy’s country; and takes 
a view of Ferufalem. Lhe Jews make a def= 
perate fally. Titus prefertved by providence. 
His braveryand conduge. 


ITUS being now advancing into an Tiras ad- 

enemy’s country, this: was the order of vancesinto an 
his march. “The auxiliaries went firft; after enemy’scoun. 
them the pioncers; and in the next place, ‘Y: 
thofe that were to mark out the camp; which 
were follow’d with the officers baggage, and 
a convoy: and then came Titus himfelf with 
his guards; the choiceft of his men, and his 
enfign-bearers about him; a body of horfe 
following them at the head of the ma- 
chines. The next in courfe were the tri- 
bunes, and other officers, with atrain of choice 
men under their command: the Roman eagle 
after them, with the enfigns of the legions a- 
bout it, and trumpets before them ; the body 
of the army marching in rank and file, fix in 
front; and the common foldiers, every man 
following the legion he belong’d to, with 
their luggage before them. The mercenaries 
and their guards brought up the rear. In this 
order ‘Titus advanced, according to the mé¢- 
thod of the Roman difcipline, by the way of 
Samaria up to Gophna; a place that his father 
Vefpafian had formerly taken; and there he 
found a garifon, where he took up his lodging 
that night, and profecuted his march next 
morning to a place that the Jews call The val- 
ley of Thorns, near the village of Gabath Saul, 
or, The valley of Saul; where he encamped 
that evening near thirty 4 furlongs from Je 
rufalem. 

At this place Titus put himfelf at the head 
of about fix hundred choice horfe, and. led 
them toward Jcrufalem to take a view of the 
town, and Icarn what he could of the flate 
and difpofition of the Jews. . For being well 
affured thar the people were altogether for 
peace, and as weary every jot of their oppref= 
fors as they were of the oppreffion itfeif; and 
that they wanted nothing, in fine, but ftrength 
and opportunity for arevolt 5 he did not know 
but that upon the fight of him and his army, 
their hearts might fail them, and they might 
perhaps bethink themfelves of bringing -the 
matter to terms of accommodation before it 
came to blows. Poffefs’d with thefe thoughts, phe Tews 
Titus advanced toward the city, and fo long make’a defpe- 
as he went forwatd in the ready way to: the rate filly up- 
walls, there wasnot one creature appear’d up~ on him, 
on the battlements. But upon croffing over 
toward the turret call’d Pfephinos, there fal- 
lied out 2 vait number of Jews from the gate 


Titus mar-~ 
ches with a 
party to take 
a view of 
Jerufalem. 


‘over againft the fepulchre of Helena, on the 


quarter they call the woman’s tower, that 


‘brake quite through the middle of Titus’s bo- 


dy, and cutting off the communication betwixt 
the two divided parties, they could notrelicve 
oneanother, Inthis confufion the Jewsfingled 
out Titus, with a very {mall number of his 
people about him, in a place where there was 
no going forward for the enclofures, gardens, 
and ditches bétwixt him and the wall; and his 
retreat was intercepted, on the other hand, by 


lifh feet, that is, twelve yards. 
three quarters, and forty five geometrical paces, as hath 


a 
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Titus pre- 
ferv'a by a 
wonderful 
providence. 


The conduct 
and bravery 
of Titus, 








the WARS of the JEWS. 


a ftrong body of the enemy that was gotten and the fifth legion to withdraw three + fur 
betwixt him and his own people. But Titus’s ; longs farther off; where they might intrench 
men not knowing, che danger their general: was . without any danger from the enemy, being al- 
in, and believing him to be yet fate and in the ready wearied off their legs with a tedious 
crowd, fhifting tor himfelf, they had nothing ; night’s march. ‘Thefe legions were no fooner 


more to do, they thought, but every man to 
look to one, and fo to follow their captain. 
Titus finding, in this extremity, that he had 
nothing but his {word and his courage left him 
to truftto, call’d out to his fellow-foldicrsto 
follow him, and in the fame inftant fpurred 
defperately into the enemies body,to force his 
way thorough to the reft.of his men. Now 
this was a time and aétion to give all people 
to underftand how far the providence of God 
interpofes in the event of wars, and. in the per- 
fonal. prefervation. of emperors and aa 
For Titus, who came not out (as,J faid) to 
fight a battle, but to make a difcovery, had 


not provided himfelf of arms, either for his | 


head or his body, and yet not one dart.or ar- 
row, of all thofe fhowers that were thrown 
againft him, once touch’d. him, but were car- 
ried off from the mark, as if they had been 
defign’d to mifs it; Titus in the medn time 
clearing his paflage on both fides with his {word 
in his hand, overbearing all before him, and 
trampling his enemics under his horfe’s fect. 
This fearlefs refolution of Cefar drew the 
rage of the whole party upon him with fury 
and clamour; crying out one to another to fall 
upon him, as the only check to their fucceffes. 
But which way foever Titus turn’d, the Jews 
fled before him; and yet at the fame time o- 
thers preffing him flank and rear, and his com- 
panions all the while fticking clofe and brave- 
ly to him. They found by this time that 
there was no way to come off but by one fea- 
fonable gencrous charge, quite thorough and 
thorough. ‘They made the pufh immediate- 
ly, wherein one of Titus’s friends was kill’d, 
horfe and man; another overthrown. and flain, 
and his horfe taken and carry’d off; while 
‘Titus, with the remainder of his people, got 
back again to his camp, without fo. much as 
one wound. The Jews:took fuch heart upon 
this temporary advantage, that they look’d 
upon it as an earneft of greater things to fol- 
low : but their hopes deceiv’d them. 








CHAP. WL 

Domeftick factions ave united by a foreign war. 
The Roman foldiees being furpriz’d without 
their arms, are beates from their camp. A 
skiviifh betwixt the Sews and the Romans. 
“Titus miffing, ond the Romans at their wits 
end to know what was become of him. e 
Fews make a running fight of it. 


PON the coming: up of a legion that 
night from Ammaus to join Cefar, he 
marched away next morning early to Scopos ; 
a place feven.* furlongs to the northward 
from the city. It ftands low, and in’‘a fair 
rofpeét both of the town and of the temple; 
and fo properly enough called Scopes. He or- 
der’d two legions to encamp upon the place, 


pae work upon the orders, but the tenth legion 
came up from Jericho; a place lately taken and 

| garifon’d by Vefpafian, ‘his legion was.ap- 

| pointed ro encamp fix + furlongs to the caft of 

| Jerufalem, and the mount of Olives; which 

| #8 over againft the city, and the valley of Ce- 
dron betwixt them. - 

Tur factions in the tewn continued tearing 
one another to pieces, asthe bittereft adverfa- 
ries in the world, till the dread of a forcign 
war and. a common enemy reconciled them a- 

' gain. For, upon the.very fight of the Ro- 
/ man camp, and the order of it, the three fe- 
, ditious parties: agreed the matter, and united 
again; reafoning with themfelves upon the c- 
guity and neceflity of:fuch a. compofition, and 
expoftulating one with another, after this 
manner.. © What will be the end of this bu- 
“ finefs, do you think, if we ftand ftill to fee 
ourfelves furrounded: with forts and troaps ; 
our lives,and liberties at mercy, and we all 
this while.coop’d up within walls, and our 
arms a-crofs, the tame fpectators of a liten- 
tious war, to the advantage of our enemies, 
and our own ruin? Nay, fays another, we 
are only valiant againft ourfelves, and in 
cutting one another’s thrqats to make way 
*€ for the Romans to: a: conqueft without 
“ blood.” Upon this they. gather’d into par- 
ties and cabals;.and.in that very inftant be- 
taking themfelves to their arms, made a fn- 
rious excurfion crofs the valley upon the tenth 
legion, with horrid clamours and outcries, as 
they were intrenching their camp. ‘This fally 
was fuch a furprize to the Romans, that they 
were half diftraéted at ir; and it was fo much 
the greater, upon an opinion, both that the 
Jews durft not offer ar it, and that their di- 
vifions had made them incapable of fuch an a~ 
greement. But the foldiers, in fine, being at 
work without their arms, the Jews fell upon 
them unwares; whereupon every man quitted 
his poft: fome ran quite away, others fled to 
their arms, but were cut off beforethey could 
make ufe of them. Upon the credit of this 
victory ready to their hands, the Jews came 
flowing. in ftill more and more; and though 
they were not in truth very numerous, their 
good fortune made them appear fo, both to 
the Romans and tothemfelves.- Of all nations 
under the heavens, the Romans are certainly 
the people that beft underftand the art and dif=- 
cipline .of war, and difcharge their milicary 
exercifes and duties with the beft conduét and 
grace; and yet upon the aftonifhment of this 
unaccountable furprize, they trembled; and 
turning their backs, the Jews follow’d them 
‘upon the purfuit: and upon turning their heads 
as any of the enemy came up with them, fome 
they ftopp’d or repuis’d, others they kill’d, ox 
wounded; for in the heat of their rage they 
kept themfelves upon no manner of guard. 
But as the numbers encreas’d on the one »»and, 
fo of neceffity muft the confufion on the other, 


* Seven furlongs were feven eighths of a mile, that is, three quarters and: half quarter of an Englifh mif., and ten 


i id-an half. : ee 
areas aR ted to a quarterand half quarter ofan Englifh mile, and four geometrical paces and an 


+ Three furlongs amioun' 
half. 


; = Six furlongs amounted to three quarters of an Englifh mile, and nine geometrical paces. 
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The Romans till in che end the Romans were fore’d totally { the Jews, and that Titus himfelf had quitred 
caten from eq abandon their camp; and the whole legion the ficld; or his foldicrs (they thought) 


had been entirely cut off, if Titus had not 
come in the precife minute to their fuccour, 
and, betwixt reproaches of cowardice on the 
one fide, and exemplary bravery on the other, 
puta ftop to their flight. Titus took this op- 
portunity of joining the fugitives, with a par- 
ty of choice men he had about him of his own; 
and charging the Jews in the flank, he kill’d 
feveral of them upon. the fpot, wounded 
more, and drove the whole body down into 
the valley in great diforder, and not without 
a confiderable lofs of men, before they could 
gain the other fide of the bottom, — Upon their 
paffing the valley they made a ftand,and main- 
tain’d a fight with the Romans a crofs it till 


Asxirmith mid-day, In the afternoon, Titus enforced 


the legion with the troops he brought to fuc- 
courit; and pofting partics up and down to 
fecure the Romans againft cxcurfions, he or- 
dei'd the remainder of his forces up the moun- 
tain, toencamp and fortify upon the top of it. 
‘Tne Jews that were within diftance of cb- 
ferving this motion from the walls, took it 
for a direét flight; and one of their intelli- 
gencers gave to underftand as much by a fig- 
nal from the town, by fhaking a garment in 
the air, as a way of intelligence concerted a- 
mong themfelves. Upon this intimation, the 
Jews fally’d forth in fuch an outrageous tu- 
ry, that they look’d liker a herd of wild 
caits than a multitudeofmen. The violence 
was fo impetuous that not fo much as one man 
in the contrary party durft ftand the fhock; 
but they were all driven, as if it had been by 
a blow frem an engine, fome one way, and 
fome another, prefling up the mountain all 
that was potlible for refuge. About halfway 
up the hill, Titus made a ftand, witha few 
of his generous refolute friends about him ; 
who, out of the veneration they had for the 
perfon and dignity of the emperor; befought 
him not to expofe any longer his own facred 
life againft the worthlefs lives of a defperate 
rabble of Jews, whofe condition was fuch, 
that death was the beft thing could befal them; 
but rather to confult his own quality and fafe- 
ty ; minding him that he was nor there in the 
circumftances of a foldier, ‘but in the character 
of the fovercign mafter of the world; and that 
it was not for him to think of ftanding alone, 
whes the foundations of the earth funk under 
him. Titus took no more notice of what they 
faid than if he had not heard it; but ftood 
upon his guard againft all oppofers, and en- 
counter’d all aflaults: cutting fome over the 
tacé, killing others that prefs’d upon him, and 
forcing fome again down the mountain into the 
valley. The vigour and the refolution of this 
prince kept them in fome fort of awe, though 
not enough to fright them into the city again : 
but opening to the right and left, they at- 
tack’d his people on each hand of him; while 
Titus galling them in the flank, gave fome ob- 
ftruction to the purfuic. Bt ae 
Wuew the Romans, from their camp above, 
teok notice what havock was made of their 
companions below, ir ftruck them with fuch 
an horror and amazement, that the whole le- 
gion difpers’d upon it; taking for granted 
that the Romans werenot able to ftand before 


would never have torfaken him. While they 
were in the diftraction of this paftick terror, 
running upand down likemadmen, they knew 
not why, nor whither, there was an alarumi 
iven to the whole legion, by fome that had. 
feen Titus labouring for life in the middle of 
his enemies, calling upon them with outcries 
to haften away to the refcue of their general, 7.0, 
This reproach, betwixt the fhame and the con= mans archets 
fcience of having abandon’d their commander, wits end for 
tranfported them to fuch a violent pitch of fear of theiz 
rage, that, without any farther thought of 87ers’ 
{hifting for themfelves, they fell with all their 
might upon the Jews, and drove them away 
betore them down the brow of the moantain: 
Not but that they made their retreat fighting 
too, and for a while difputed every toor of +, ; 
ground they loft; tillthe Romans, by the ad- Cea aks 
vantage of the higher ftation, drove them by ning fightof 
force all to the valley. ‘Titus prtefs’d hard it. 
upon thofe he had t6 do withal, and fo fent 
the legion back to make an end of their 
trenches ; ‘he himfelf ftaying with his own fol- 
diers about him, to keep the enemy at a ‘dif~ 
tance. ‘ Now if I maybe allow’d to fpeak the 
juft truth of the matter, without flattery, en- 
vy; or detraction, this was the fecond time 
that Titus fav’d this legion in the fame day- 
And the foldiers were. now at liberty to forti- 
fy and fettle their camp. 








CHAP IV... 
The pafchal feaft at band. A curfed defigu un- 
der the cover of religion, The three faéions 
contra&ed into two. Titus moves toward Fe- 
rifalent, aud orders the levelling of the paffes. 
™ HE Jews had no fooner alittle breath- In 
= fee from thé hoftilitics of the Ae Pitt 
Romans, but they fell prefently into civil 
difcord again among-themfelves. The paf- 
chal teaft, or the feaft of unleavencd bread,be- 
ing now at hand; that is to fay, the -four- 
teenth of the month * Xanthicus, whichis the 
day from whence the Jews -date their delive~ 
rance out of Egypt ; Eleazar caufed the tem- 
ple gate to be fet open, for a free entrance to 
all people that had a.mind to come to worfhip. 
John made ufe of this religious occafion and 4. recta 
pretext, for a cover to a, moft execrable wick- Macdelen 
ednefs that he had in his heart. He pick’d under the co- 
our a'fele&t number: of his own people that ver of re- 
were the leaft known, arid moft of them licen- !i8!0"- 
tious and prophane ; and thefe he fecretly in- 
termingled with the worfhippers ; giving 
them daggers, and private arms under their 
coats, with inftructions how to behave them- 
felves. .The temple was immediately all ina 
tumult both withinand without ; and this up- 
roar was looked upon as a general defign upon 
the whole multitude, by thofe that were not 
of the, plot. But Eleazar and the. Zelotes 
knew.better; and that the malice of. this ex- 
ploit. was principally levelled at them: and 
thereupon the guards drew off from the gates ; 
others leapt down from the towers without 
ftriking a blow, and- crept into the temple 
vaults to hidethemfelves. The common peo- 
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i be as good as their own already, and prefs’d 

fo eagerly to be in aétion, as if there had 

been nothing wanting, but the ceremony of 

opening the gates to put them in pofleffion of 

it. But Titus had no faith at all in the pre- ‘Titus has no 
text of this invitation; having made them an faith in the — 
offer by Jofeph, but the day before, of as pretence. 
much as they feemed now to defire, and they 

rejected‘ the propofal. So that Titus com- 

manded his foldiersevery man of themto ftand 


Book V1. the WARS of the 


ple that betook themfelves to the altar, were 
mifcrably deftroy’d; fome of them fquecz’d 
and trampled to death in che croud; others 
lay welcering in their biood up and down, 
or their brains beaten out with fwords and 
cudgcels. Where any man had a pique at an- 
other, it was but making him one of the con- 
trary faction to cover his revenge; and a par- 
ticular grudge was pretence enough to take a- 
way any man’s life, orto call him a Zelote. 















But after all chefe barbarous inhumanities up- 
on the innocent, the guilty found fome fort of 
quartcr yet, in a connivance of their efcapes 
out of thofe vaults and holes, where they had 
abf{conded. ‘The Zelotcs, being now abfolute 
mafters of the inner-temple, preffed harder 


to thcirarms, and to maintain their pofts. But 
in the mean while, fome of thofe that were- 
employed upon the trenches, betook them- 
feves to their weapons in a hurry, and ran to- 
ward the gates. The Jews, that pretended 
to be driven out of the town, let them pafs 











by without any interruption, till they were 
got up within a little of fome of the towers 
near the port ; and then following them clofe 
upon the rear, they hemmed them in within 
teach of ftones, darts, and all manner of fhor 
of that quality from the walls ; where great 


The three and harder ftill upon Simon; the faétion be- 

Bee ee now reduced to two divilions, that were 
in three before. 

Titus moves Tirus was at this time thinking to decamp 

fcom Scopos from Scopos, and to advance nearer Jerufa- 

toward Jeru- Jem : fo that in order to his removal, he poft- 


al A . s. 
sastese or- ¢d a competent ftrength of his beft troops to | numbers of them were kill’d and wounded ; 
der for the prevent and encounter inroads, and gave. it in | being fo pent up by thofe that prefled upon 


the backs of them, that there was no getting 
clear of the wall: befide that, betwixt fhame 
and contufion on the one hand for their dif- 


filling up and Charge to another body of men, to fee all the 
levelling all Ways levelled betwixt that and Jerufalem. 


upon the Re- R omans. 


nace Upon this, the hedges, the walls,and the coun- 
try pceople’s fences about thcir gardens, were 
all cakcn away, and the trees cut down round 
about, fruit-trees and all, though never fo 
choice ; the hollows all filled up, the crags 
plain’d, and the whole tract of ground from 


Scopos to Herod’s fepulchre, and the pool of 


ferpents (otherwife called Bethara) all made 
fmooth and even. 








CHAP. V. 


The Fews lay their heads together to put a cheat 
upon the Romans. Titus has no faith in the 
pretence. The Fews out-wit the Romans. Ti- 
tus threatens his men with martial law, but 
upon the officers mediation, Titus grants then 
their pardon. The frege of Ferufalen. 


HE Jews had at this time a plot in 
their heads, how to put a trick upon the 
Some of the boldeft of the party 
made a ftep out of the town, a little beyond 
the place they call the womens towers 5 upon 
a pretence, that they were forced out of the 
city, for fear of a party within ic that was for 
peace ; and that they durft not venture any 
farther, for fear of the Romans: but’ there 
they kept themfelves as clofe, and as much 
out of fight as they could. ‘There was at 
the fame time another party upon the walls, 
bawling out as loud as they could, and in the 
name of the inhabitants, for a peace and ‘an 
alliance with the Romans; imploring them 
at the fame time to come over to them, and 
they would open them the gates. And for 
the better grace of this impofture, they coun- 
terfeited a fquabble and aconteft among them- 
felves: fome pretending to prefs out to the 
Romans; and others cafting ftones at them to 
hinder, them and ftill perfifting in appearance 
either by fair means or by foul to make their 
way. Atthis rate, after feveral feigned at- 
tempts and repulfes, they returned back again 
like mad-men at the difappointment. The 
cheat went down well enough with the com- 
mon foldiers, who look’d upon the town to 








‘© tor of this. 





obedience, and the fear of punifhment for it 
on the other, they were hardened into a refo- 
lution of profecuting what they had begun.- 
But, in fine, after a long. difpute, and with 
an equal lofs on both fides, the Romans in the 
conclufion broke thorough the body of the 
Jews ; who yet purfu’d them in their retreat 
with lances, and other fuch-like weapons, as 
far as the fepulchre of Helena: and not with- 
out infolent and contemptuous reproachés up- 
on the Romans, for being out-witted, and made The Jews 
fuch fools of. This’ they did, waving their out-wit the 
bucklers over their heads; leaping and dancing Romans. 
all the way they went, with fhouts of joy and 
triumph. ve 

Wuen the Romatis were thus come off, 
their officers treated them with menaces and 
fcorn; and Titus himfelf received them with 
a fpeech of refentment and indignation, to the 
following purpofe. ‘ How comesit, lays he, Titus gives 
‘* that the Jews, that have nothing but their his men a fe- 
“¢ defpair for their direCtors, fhould yet ma- °F Feprook, 
© nage their affairs with fo much confidera- to ee 
** tion, ftratagem and fuccefs?” The queftion them up to 


‘is anfwer’d in one word: they live in obe-= the law. 


dience to their fuperiors, and in good will 
and union one with another: “‘ Whereas the 


}¢* Romans,that have been hitherto fo famous for 


“ their excellent order and difcipline, and 
* confequently for their good fortune, are 
* now fallen off, and deftroy’d. by the -head- 
“ ftrong intemperances of their own folly, in 


' making, war without officers; and, which 


‘* is worftof all, Cefar himfelf to be a fpeéta- 
Whar a feandal will this be 
“© to the very rulés and methods of arms! or 
‘“¢ what will my father fay, do ye think, when 
“ he fhall come to hear of it; a general, thas 


“ in the whole courfe of along and a-military 


“¢ life, never met with any thing like ic before 2 
“ Now fuch is the feverity of martial laws 


_ that ic makes it capical for any man to de= 
“«¢ part from the ftriét rule of difcipline, even 


“© in afmall matter; but in this cafe, the whole 
‘¢ army isa deferter. And be it known to 
& you all, that, according to the ftridinefs of 
°© ghe Roman conduét, victory itfelf is a {ean- 
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The ceiri 
tion of Jeru- 
falerm. 

Three walls 


“© dal when itis gain’d not under the direction 
© and command ot the general.” 

Trrvus delivered thefe words with fomc 
fort of indignation ; which gave the officers 
to underftand, that the law was to be exc- 
cuted : and upon this, the whole body of the 
oflenders gave themfelvcs for loft; being ia- 
tisty’d'in their confciences, that they had de- 
ferv’d the juttice they fear’d. But, in this in- 
terval, the legions did in a manner befer Ti- 
tus, with petitions and interceffions on the 
behalf of their unfortunate companions; Im- 
ploring his mercy toward the failings of a 
iew rath people, tor the fake of a greater num- 
ber that fteod firm; and upon an affurance 
that they would attone by their future fer- 
Vices tor their paft faults. Cefar found his 
intereit, as well as his inclination, in comply- 
ing with this mediation; for tho’ inthe cafe of a 
fingle perfon difobeying orders, it may be re- 
quilite to ufe feverity, the fame reafon does 
not hold yet ina multitude, ‘Titus, in fine, 
forgave and forgot all that was paft; upon 
condition, that his people would be more du- 
titul and cautious for the time to come : and 
trom thence forward he fect his thoughts at 
work, how to revenge himtelf on the treache- 
rous Jews. 

Hrs frit bufinefs was to lay all Ievel be- 
twixe himfelf and the town; which was the 
work only of rour days: alter which, he or- 
Gered the beft of his troops to advance to- 
wards the ramparts, betwixe north and weft: 
the foot drawn up in feven batallions, and the 
horfe in three fquadrons, with archers betwixt 
them. This being a force fufficient to pre- 
vent or repel all excurlions, the baggage of 
the three legions, and the train thereunto be- 
longing, were all our of danger. 

Titus encamping at the diitance of two 
* furlongs from the city, over-againft the 
tower called Pfephinos, upon that angle of 
the wall, where it winds off from the north 
to the weftward; intrenching alfo another part 
of his army toward the tower Hippicos, about 
two furlongs likewifc from the city; keeping 
the tenth legion fill where it was, upon mount 
Oliver. 








CoPAyPs. Vi. 


Lhe defcripticn cf Gerufalem- Three walls. The 
old wall impregnable. Three fanous towers. 
AA difmal conflagration. The magnificence and 
Situation of tke temple. The womens oratory. 
Lhe holy faniuary. The inwer part of it, 
with the partitions. The candleftick, table and 
altar. The outfide of tke temple. The roof. 
The altar before the temple. No unclean per- 
Sen fuffered to enter. The priefts exemplary in 
their converfation. The priefis veil, “The 


Ephked. Fort Antonia. 
HE city of Jerufalem was furrounded. 
with three walls, faving only upon the 
quarter toward the inacceffible valleys, where 
there was but one. It was cre&ted upon two 
hills; the one directly fronting the other, and 


a deep valley betwixt them ; all cover’d with 
houfes. The mountain that the upper town 
{tands upon, is much the higher and the 
tteeper ot the two; and for the ttrength of the 
fituation, king David, the father of Solomon 
that eretted the temple, gave it che name for- 
merly of the fortrefs or caftle ; and this is it 
which we call at this day the upper market. 


Boox VI. 


Tue lower town is feated upon an hill that The lower 
bears the name of Acra, with a fteep decliviry town. 


round about it. ‘There was formerly another 
hill alfo over-againft this, fomewhat lower 
than the Acra, and divided from it bya large 
valley: but in the time of che Afmoncans, 
their princes filled up this bottom ; and cut- 
ting off from the hill Acra, they join’d the 
town to the temple; by which means it over- 
looked and commanded all the reft. 

Tue name of the valley aforcfaid, that fe- 
parates the upper town from the lower, is 
Tyropeon ; and it ftretcches as far asto the 
fountain of Siloe: that affords an excellent 
water to drink, and great plenty of it. 

Tuere are likewife without the town two 
other towns f{eated upon hills, next to inac- 
celfible, by the crags and precipices every 
where round about them. ; 

Tue oldeft of the three walls was extreme- 
ly ftrong, by reafon of the depth of the val- 
ley below, and the over-hanging of the rock 
trom above, whereupon it was ereéted. And 
befide the natural advantage of the fituation, 
it had all the helps that David and Solomon, 
and feveral other princes, could contribute to 
the further ftrengthening of it, by art, induftry, 
and expence. It began on that fide, at the 
tower Hippicos; and fo to another tower call’d 
the Galleries, running along by the town- 
houfe, to the weft porch of the temple. Ic 
patied on the other fide, reckoning trom the 
fame place, by +Bethfo, down to the Effene 
gate, and {fo fouthward, by the fountain of 
Siloe ; where it ftrikes off to the eaftward, 
toward the pool of Solomon ; and thence by 
Ophlas, to the eaft porch of the temple. 

‘Tue fecond wall begins at Genath, a gate 
bclonging to the. former wall; and fo rans 
on, upon the north fide of the city, to the 
fort Antonia. 

‘Tue third wall began at the tower Hippi- 
cos, and fo ran northward to that of Pfephi- 
nos; over-againft Hclena’s fepulchre, the 
queen of Adiabena, and mother of king Izates ; 
keeping along by the royal caves, trom the 
tower at the corner, toward that which they 
call the Fullersemonument ; whence it came 
up to the old wall in the vale of Cedron: and 
this was the compafs of it. This wall was 
the work of Agrippa, for the fecurity of that 
part of the town that he had built, which was 
otherwife naked and’ defencelefs. ‘The city 
was by this time grown fo populous, that the 
place was tco narrow for the inhabitants ; fo 
that by little and little they crept out into a 
kind of fuburbs , and on the north fide of the 
temple next the hill, their buiidings encreas’d 
extremely. is ‘ 

THERE was a fourth mountain that frontcd 
Antonia, with ditches ‘cut out, of a prodigi- 
ous depth betwixt them 3 infomuch, that there 





“* Two furlongs amounted to a quarts 
} Berifo. 


z of an Englith mile, and three geometrical paces. 


was 


The valley of 
Tyropeon, 

and the foun- 
rain of Siloe. 


The old wall 
impregnable. 
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was no coming at the foundation of Antonia, 
to underminc it: befide that, the finking of 
the trench added fo much to the hcight of the 
tower. They gave the fourth mountain the 
name of Bezeth, or the New-town 3 being an 
enlargement only of the former. When this 
place came to be inhabited, the people earneft- 
ly defired to have it fortified : and Agrippa, 
the father of this king of the fame name, mo- 
delled his defign, and ran up this wall about 
its as you have heard. But upon a fuggeftion 
of fancy, that Claudius Cefar might perhaps 
take fome offence and jealoufy at the pomp 
and oftentation of fo magnificent a work, A- 
grippa went ne farther than the laying of the 
foundations, and fo dropp’d the projeét : but if 
he had gone on, Jerufalem could never have 
been taken. 
Tue ftoncs of this wall were twenty * cu- 
bits in length, and ten over; and fo hard. 
and firm withal, that they were proof cither 
againft mining or battery. The wall wasalfo 
ten cubits thick, and 1t would have been 
anfwerably high in proportion, if the fear of 
Claudius (as IT told you) had not put a ftop to 
Agrippa’s defign. ‘The Jews, ’tis true, car- 
ry’d up the wall aftcrwards to twenty cubits, 
with battlements of two } cubits at the top, 
and parapets of.three; which in all make 
+ five and twenty cubits, ‘The wall was forti-~ 
fied with towers of twenty cubits {quarc, every 
jot as fubftantial‘ as the very walls and not 
‘inferior, :for ftrength and beauty, to the ftones 
and workmanthip.of the temple itfelf’ Thefe 
towers were rais’d twenty cubits above the 
wall, with winding ftair-cafes leading up to 
them ; lodgings and cating rooms on the top, 
and cifterns for rain-water. Upon the third 
wall there were ninety towers ail of a make, 
and at the equal diftance of two § hundred 
cubits one from, another. ‘The middle wall 
had only fourteen towers; the old wall, fixry ; 
and thirty ** three furlongs was the compafs 
of the.whole city... . a 
The third wall was all over a wonderful 
piece of workmanship: from’ one end to the 
other; but yet.not. comparable to the tower 
call’d Pfephinos : it ftands upon the angle of 
the wall, north-weft of the city, upon that 
quarter where Titus -had encamp’d. . The 
height of it was feventy +} cubits; and fo ad- 
vantageous 4 profpeét,., that in a clear day one 
might fee Arabia from_it, the fea, and the ut- 
termoft confines of the Hebrews. ‘The figure 
of it was with cight angles. Juft againft this 
was the tower Hippicos,: and there were near 
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at hand two other towers of Herod’s crecting 
upon the old wall, which for fizc, curiofity, 
and ftrength, were looked upon as the moft 
famous mafter-pieces in the world: for the 
king, over and above the natural greatnefs of 
his mind, gratify’d the impulfe of his incli- 
nation alfo, indoing all he could for the good 
and glory of the ciry. He dedicated his 
three towers to the honour and memory of 
the three perfons he had the greateft eftcem 
for in the world ; his brother, his friend, and 
his wife : the two former having fignaliz’d 
themfelves by dying glorioufly in the field of 
battle 3 the other being put to death by him- 
felf, out of a fpirit of Jealoufy. 

Tue tower of Hippicos (the name of one 
of his friends) had four angles, five and twen- 
ty cubits over, and thirty #* in height, and 
the whole body of it folid. Above this was 
a plartorm of itones accurately jointed ; and 
a receptacle for rain water, of twenty cubits 
deep. Over this terras were yet two ftories 
of five and twenty cubits each, and divided 
into feveral chambers or quarters; and over 
that building were battlements of two cubits 
high, and parapets of three cubits all around ; 
amounting in the whole to the heightof eighty 
QQ five cubits. Pea a8 Aes, 

Herop call’d the fecond tower Phafael, 
by the name of his brother. It was forty *, 
cubits fquare, and in height, after the man- 
ner of a pillar; all maffive within from top to 
bottom, And above this was a porch of ten 
cubits high, fupported with arches, and fet 
out with other curiofities. Over the middle 
of this porch was another, with rich baths 
and apartments to it, fuitable to the magnifi- 
cence of the royal’founder. On the top of it 
were battlements and fortifications; the whole 
height of the tower falling little fhort of 
ninety +} cubits. It had at a diftarice fome re- 
femblance of the watch-tower of Pharos, the 
famous fea-mark to'thofe that. failed. toward 
Alexandria ; only much the larger of the two, 
and at this time the refidence of Simon, thar 
tyrannical oppreflor, | ty caren 

Herop gave the'third tower the name of 
the queen Mariamne, his wife. It wastwenty 
cubits {quare, length and breadth, and five }+ 
and fifty cubits high. Ir muft be allowed, that 
the ftructure, the, rooms, and the furniture, of 
the two other towers, were rich and pompous ; 
but they were yet as much below the curiofity, 
the beauty, and the ornament of this, ,as_this 
fell fhort of the ftrength and dignity of the 
other two: the king rightly diftinguifhing be- 


. 





% Twenty cubits amounted to full twelve, and ten cubits to full fix Englifh yards. 
+ Two cubits were fomething upwards of three Englith feet, and three of five Eng 


lifh feet. 


. * Twenty five cubits amounted to fomething more than forty five.Englifh feer; thar is fifteen yards. _ 
§ ‘Two hundred cubits amounted to three hundred fixty four. Englifh feet; that is to one hundred twenty one 


ards and a foot. : 


ee Thirty three furlongs amounted to four Englifh miles and half a quarter, and forty nine geometrical pacesand 


an half.- . : : ; 
» +4 Seventy cubits:amounted to fomething upwar 


two yards and a foot. 


- Thirty cubits amounted to fomethin upwatds of fifty four Englith feet ; thar is to ei hreen yards." 
TF igh five cables amounted to fomebing nore than: one hundred fifty four Englith 


§§ Eighty 


one yards and a-foor. - 


*,"-Porty cubits amounted 6 fomethin ; more than feventy two Englifh feet; that is to twenty four j ards... : 
‘« Forty d to ioiaediing more than oe hundred. fixty four Englith feet 5 hist to fifty 


+L Ninety cubits amounte 
yards and two feet. : 


‘ds of one hundred and twenty fever: Englith feet ; that is to forty 


oi, 
feet ; that is'to feverity 
. tty 


four 


++ Five and fifty cubits amounted to fomething more ‘than one hundred Englifh feet ;. that is thirty three yards’ 


and one foot. 


Y ‘ ‘Ss 2 . twixt 
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twixe the mafculine virtues of the two heroes, 
Hippicos and Phafael, and the foft tendernefs 
of a fair lady in the perfon of Mariamne. 

Now as to thefe three towers, the height 
was prodigious; and yee the place they were 
rais’d upon, made it feem much more than it 
was. For the old wall they ftood upon, was 
itfelf cre¢ted upon a very high picce ot ground : 
and thefe turrets again were advanc’d upon the 
top of a mountain, that was yet thirty cubits 
higher than the antient wall. Neither were 
they lefsadmirable tor the matcrials they were 
made of, than for the ttru¢ture. The ttones 
were neither common, nor of a weight to be 
removed with hands ; but of white marble 
cut out into into planks of twenty cubits long, 
ten in breadth, and five cubits decp; and io 
artificially put together, thar there was no 
joints to be feen; but every diltinct tower 
look’d like one entire piece. 

Tus was on the north-fide of the city, and 
jug within it there ftood a royal palace, fo rich 
and curious, that it is not for the tongue of 
man to expre{s it: belide that, it wasall enclof- 
ed with a wall of thirty cubits in height, and 
turrets of the beft work and mafters, planted 
at cqual diftances one from another round 
aboutit; with fplendid lodgings and treating- 
rooms to receive an hundred perfons. There 
was an incredible colleétion ot the choiceft 


order’d the running up of a wall to the eaft- 
ward of it, to kecp up the earth: and having 
fo far fecur’d it, he built a porch upon the 
rampart. There was not as yet any other for= 
tification; but the people carrying up carth 
from time to time afterwards to fupply the 
defeét, the hill came by degrees to be enlarg~ 
ed. They brake down fome time after this 
the north wall, and took in as much ground 
there too, as ferved in time to come for the 
foundation ot the whole temple. 

Tue detign fucceeding fo much beyond ex- 
pectation, they encompafs’d the hill with three 
walls ; but with a prodigious cxpence of time 
and treafure: for it was not only a work of 
many ages; but the whole mafs of religious 
oblations from all parts of the world, tothe 
honour and fervice of God and his worfhip, 
was {pent upon this undertaking, reckoning 
the charge as well of the upper as of the lower 
temple; which latter was erected upon a 
foundation of at leaft three * hundred cubits 
deep, andin fome placesmore; but the depth 
did not appear, in regard that the valley was 
now fill’d up to the very level of the ftreets 
in the city. The ftones provided for this 
mighty undertaking, were of forty cubits in 
length; which gave them to underftand, 
that there was nothing impoffible where 
there was moncy and good-will; and that 


Book VIL 


conftancy, time, and patience, could work mi- 

racles. : ‘ The fituation, 
As the foundations were wonderful, fo the magnificence, 

dignity of the fuperftruéture was not inferior and frudture 

to that of the ground work. The galleries a- of the remple. 


marbles for varicty and beauty, that could be 
gotten tor moncy. "The beams and timbers 
thar fupported the roots were for length and 
thickneis beyond imagination; and fo were the 
ornamental additions toward the finifhing of 


A difmal con- 


flagration. 


the work. There were a world of chambers 
with commodious paffages, and contrivances 
innumerable; for fight as well as for conve- 
nience; the whole being magnificently fet out 
and furnith’d, with all the advantages of gold 
and filver, and whatever elfe was precious. 
There were alfo porches and galleries in abun- 
dance, leading in a kind of circle trom one to 
another, and in each of them a row of pillars. 
Now for the diftances betwixt thofe pillars 
that lay to the open air, nothing could be 
more agreeable than the profpect of fo many 
Poe and nurferies of fomany feveral plants; 
ong and pleafant walks, beiet with cifterns, 
fountains pipes, and brazen figures to fpout 
out water, with volaries of tame pigeons ga- 
thering about it for refrefhment. Bat it is 1m- 
jx-Hble for any man to do this palace right in 
the defcription of it; beflide thac my heart 
bleeds at the very thought of che ftory, to 
cenfider what a devaftation hath been made 
here by an impious crew of incendiaries and 
traytors, For this conflagration was nor the 
work of the Romans, but of a band of wick- 
ed mifcreants, as we have already obferv’d 
upon the beginning of this fedition, who burnt 
all from the fort Antonia ; and then carrying 
it on tothe palace, fet fire to the roofs of the 
three towers. 

Tue temple was buile, as I faid, upon a 
very hard rock, which was fo fteep on all 
hands, that at firft there was fcarce ground 
fufficient on the top of it for the temple, and 
the enclofure that was to be about it. But 
when king Solomon ereéted this fabrick, he 





bove were all double, upheld by pillars of 
white marble all of a piece, and five and 
twenty cubits in height, and wainfcotted with 
‘cedar; which, for the curiofity of the work, 
jand the fmoothnefs of the grain, was a de- 
lightful entertainment to the fpcétator, with- 
out, need of any additional ornaments either of 
painting or carving. They were all thirty 
cubits over, and fix - furlongs the whole com- 
ipafs of them, including the tower Antoni. 
In the open air, where there was no covering 
over head, the ground was pav’d and che- 
quer’d with all forts of ftones: but the way 
to the fecond temple was lin’d on each hand 
with ftone ballufters, delicately wrought and 
polifhed, of rhree cubits high, In this paflage 
there were alfo feveral pillarsorderly difpos’d, 
with infcriptions and precepts upon them in 
Latin and Greek, upon the fubject of conti- 
nence and chaftity, and forbidding ftrangers 
to enter into that holy place. For the fecond 
temple was call’d holy, and it was fourteen 
fteps above the firft. The figure of it was four- 
fquare, with a‘wall of its own; which, though 
forty cubits without, was yet but five and 
twenty cubits within, the place being cover’d 
with the fteps that led to mount it. Now this 
wall being built upon an advance ground, with 
ftairs to it, part of the infide was fo blinded 
with the mountain that it could not be dif- 
cerned. 

Ar the top of thefe fourteen fteps, there 
was a plain level of three hundred cubits up 
to the wall; and from thence, five fteps more 
to the gates of the temple, ‘There were alfo 








* Three hundred cubits amounted to fomething upwards of five hundred and forty fix Englifh feet, that is one 


hundred and eighty yards and two feet. 


} Six furlongs amounted ro three quarters of an Englifh mile, and nine geometrical paces, as hath been before 


obdferved 


four 
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four from the north, as many from the fouth, 
and two from the caft. feo 

Tue women had an oratory, or a worfhip- 
ping place by themfelves, with a partition 
wall to it, and two gates ; one to the fouth, 
the other to the north; which were the two 
only paflages of entrance to the women: nel- 
ther were they permitted to pafs their own; 
for that place was free indifferently to women 
inhabitants, as well as ftrangers that came thi- 
ther upon devotion, The weft fide of it was 
a dead wall, without any door at all. Be- 
twixe the aforefaid gates, and over-againft the 
wall within near the treafury, there were gal- 
leries with ftately pillars to fupporc them, 
plain and fimple, and not much inferior to thofe 
below. - : Bo te 

Some of thefe gates were plated all over 
with gold and filver; pofts, front and all; 
but there was one,. without the temple, of 
Corinthian brafs 5 which is much the moft cu- 
rious metal of the three. There were double 
doors to every gate,* cach thirty cubits high, 
and * fifteen broad. ‘They were wider with- 
in, and withdraw ing-rooms on each hand, of 
thirty cubits fquare, after the manner of tur- 
rets ; and upward of twenty cubits high; and 
each of them borne up with pillars of twelve 
‘cubits in thicknefs, the other gates being of 
the fame dimenfions in proportion. Asto the 
Corinthian portal on the eaft-fide of; the tem- 
ple where the women came in, it was undonbt- 
edly the largeft, and the moft magnificent of | 
them all; for ic was fifty + cubits high, the 
gates forty; and the gold and filver plates 
upon it more fubftantial than thofe that Alex- 
ander, the father of Tiberias, laid upon the 
other nine. There were fifteen fteps from the 
wall that parted the men and the women to 
the great gate ; which was five fhort of thofe 
that Ied to the other gates. 


The womens 
oratory. 


The holy 
fanétuary. temple or fanétuary, was placed in the middle, 
with twelve ftairs up to it. ‘The height of ic 
was an hundred § cubits, and the breadth as 
many in the front ; but backward it wanted 
forry of the number. For upon the entrance, 
there were two additions raifed (like two 
fhoulders) of twenty cubits each. ‘The height 
of the firft gate was feventy cubits, and five 
and twenty over; but it had no doors to it, 
being a figure of heaven, open and.-vifible to 
the whole world. The front and outfides of 
ic wereall over gilded; and nothing to be feen 
in the infide of the temple neither, which had 
not likewife a dazling luftre. 
The inner Tue inner part of it was divided into two 
partof it, partitions. The firft of them in fight was o- 
with the par- pen to the top, which was ninety ** cubits in 
HOR height, forty in length, and twenty over. 
The infide of the gate was, as I faid, plated 
all over with gold, and the wall gilded every 
where about it. ‘Khere were alfo leaves and 
branches of vines over head, and clufters of 


* Fifteen cubits amounted to fomething more than twen 
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Tue temple itfelf; that is to fay, the holy 


683 


grapes equal to the bignefs of a man, that 
hung dangling down all of gold too. The 
other partition of the temple being ciel’d a- 
bove, appear’d the lower of the two. ‘The 
doors to it were of gold, five and fifty cu- 
bits in height, and fixteen }> broad, with a 
piece of Babylonian tapeitry hanging before 
them, of the fame dimenfions, and interwoven 
with blue, purple, and fearlet, moft artificial- 
ly put together, and wrought to admiration. 
And the mixture was not a bare curiofity nei- 
ther, but a myftical allufion to the four cle- 
ments, either by the colours, or by the mat- 
ter they were made of; the fcarlet reprefent- 
ing the fire, the filk the earth that produc’d 
it, the. azure, the.air, and the purple, rhe 
fea trom whence it comes. So that this veil 
or hanging was an emblem of the uniyerfe, 
only excepting the celeftial figns.. 

‘THis entrance leads you into the lower 
part.of the temple; the height.and length .of 
it fixty #* cubits, and the breadech twenty. 

This length of fixty cubits was then fubdivi- 

ded into two unequal parts, one of forty cu- 

bits, and the other of twenty. The former 

part of forty cubits,had inicthe three wonderful 

rarities that had been celebrated over the whole 

world; the candleftick, the table, and the al- The candle- 
tar of incenfe. The candleftick had feven flick, the ta- 
branches, (all out of the fame ftem) with {e- Pies oe an 
ven: lights, reprefenting the feven planets, 2% °° 
The sp aves of heweieaa eooa Ene aero ae 
ble pointed at the twelve. figns in the Zo- 
diack, and.the courfe of the year. By the 
thirteen forts of perfumes in the cenfer \upon 
the altar of incenfe (divers of thefe odours 
being extraéted out of the deep of the inhofpi- 
table fea) weare given to underftand that God 
is mafter of the univerfc, and that all things 
arc made for his honour and fervice. 

Tue inncr part of the temple, being only 
twenty cubits in height, was divided by aveil 
alfo from the other, and nothing at all in it; 
neither was any man permitted to enter in, or 
fo much as look into it; and it was called the 
fanétuary, or the Holy of Holies. Uponthe 
fides of this lower temple there were feveral 
lodgings, leading from one to another, with 


: 


three ftories over head, and paflages into them 


outof the great portal. Now the upper. part 
being narrower than the other, could not 
have the convenience of the fame order of 
chambers; but it was forty cubits higher, 
though the lefs fplendid of the two. The 
height, in fine, upon the whole, was an hun- 
dred cubits, and the plan only fixty.. 

‘Tue beauty and curiofity of the temple, on The outfide 
the outfide, was agreeable and charrning be- of the temple. 
yond imagination; being fac’d every where 
with fubftantial golden plates, that fparkled 
like the morning fun; and every jot as daze 
ling to the eye to gaze upon them. Where 
there was no gilding, the ftruéture was all 
fo delicately white, that it look’d at a diftance 


ty feven Englith feet, thatis nine yards, 


+ Twelve cubits amounted to fomething more than one and twenty Englifh feet, that is feven yards, - 


+ Fifty cubirs amounted to fomething more than ninery 
. § An hundred cubits amounted to fomething more than 
feore yards and two feet. : 

** Ninety cubits amounted to. fomething upwar 
and two feet. ; : 

tt Sixteen cubits amo 

+4 Sixty cubits amounte 
a foot. : 
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one Englifh feet, that is thirty, yards and a foot. 
one hundred and eighty two English feer, that is three- 


ds of one hundred and fix four Englifh feet, that is fifty four yards 


unted to fomething more than twenty nine Englihh feet, that is ten yards lacking a foot, 
d to fomething upwards of one hundred and nine Englith feer, that is thirty fix yards and 
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to travellers like a marble mountain, or a pil-| twelve tribes of [frael infcrib’d upon them. 
faret now. There were alfo four rows of precious ftones, 
The roof. Tne roof of the temple was coyer’d and hanging down in the order of three and three 
arny’d all over with pointed fpikes of gold,|1n a row: that is to fay, a fardonyx, topaz, 
to keep off the birds from neftling upon it and emerald, carbuncle, jafper, fapphirc, agat, 
fouling it. There were a great many ftones amechytt, a lynx ftone, onyx, a beryl, anda 
in this building, of forty * five cubits long, chryfolite ; with the fame names upon them 
+ five in height, and fix + cubits broad. refpectively as before. . 
Tue altar before the temple was $4 fifteen He had upon his head a filken tiara, with 
The altar be- cubits high, and fquare ; and tour angles toj a crown over it of violet colour ; and another 
fore the tem-it like horns. The afcent to this altar wason|crown over that of gold, with the facred 
pe the fouth-fide, and very difficult by reaion of | vowels engraven upon it, 
the declivity of the pailage. Therecameno| THe pet pact: ** every day’s habic was 
hammeruponit, nor any iron-tool inthe work-} not fo rich and magnificent; but this was only 
ing of it. made ufe of for the folemnity of once a year; 
Tuere was a partition rais’d of ftone work, {and that for him alone too, ‘and when he en- 
curicufly wrought, and of one cubit in height, | ter’d into the holy of holies ; which day was 
enclofing the temple and the altar, and fepa-| ftriétly obferv’d as a religious faft. But I fhall 
Tating the people rom the prictfts. have occafion hereafter, and elfewhere, to be 
No anclean No people troubled with the Gonorrhea,| more particular upon the fubjeét of the city, 
pertors ad- and no lepers were fuffer’d, cither inthe tem-| the temple, and our laws and cuftoms, as there 
matron intolt ole or in the city. No women were allow’d | fhall be occafion for ir. 
to come near the temple in the time of their Tue tortrefs of Antonia was built in an an- The fort of 
courfes; and even when they were over, not] gle, betwixt the two galleries of the firft tem- Antonia. 
to pats further than as we have faid above.| ple, looking weft and north. It was rais’d 
Neither were men permitted to enter the in-| upon a rock of fitty cubits in height ; inaccef. 
ner temple without being firft purify’d, and | fibly iteep on all hands; and, in fine, Herod’s 
even then alto, they were not to mingle with | matter-piece, both for magnificence and con- 
the priefts, trivance. The rock was faced and crutted 
Tuose of the § facerdotal race, that were | with thin fcales of marble from the bottom to 
hinder’d by any defect trom the exercife of | the top, both for ornament and for fecurity- 
their function, took their places yet with thofe | fake ; forit was fo flippery, that there was no 
that had none, and had cheir allowances in | going up or down. "This tower was cnclos’d. 
common with the reft; only under the diftinc~ } with a wall only of three cubits high ; and 
tionof a lay habit; for no man is allow’d to | within that compafs ftood the cattle of Antonia 
wear the veitments of a pricft, but he that ac- | of forty cubits ; with the ftate, fplendour, and 
tually executes the office. conveniences of a court, lodgings, and offices 
3 Tue priefts that ferved in the temple and at | for all purpofes; fpacious halls, and places of 








The priests ‘ - : - 

exemriary in the altar, were to be perfons exemplary in | parade for the ufe and fervice of a camp. So 
life and con- their lives and converfattons, and without ci-; that for matter of neceffaries, it was rather a 
vertation. — ther {candal or blemifh: Their clothing fine city than a fort ; and for the magnificence, it 


linen; tcmperate and ab{temious in their eat- look’d like a palace. It was,upon the whole, 
ing and drinking, for the reverence of the holy i the refemblance of a tower, and encompafled 
function. The high-prieit went up with the; with four orher towers at cqual diftances one 
other priefts to the alrarevery feyenth day, and| from another, and one from every corner: 
upon the firft day of every month, and upon | three of them of fifty cubits in height; and 
all publick anniverfary feftivals; where he of-| the fourth, that look’d to the fouth and ecaft- 
The prisfts ficiated in a veil girt about him, and hanging] ward, of feventy cubits ; and from thence 
veil, down over part of his thighs; with a linen| they had the view of the whole temple. From 
veilunder it thatreach’d down to the ground: |the place where the galleries join’d, there 
and over both thefc, he wore a large violet} were upon the rightand left two pair of ftairs; 
eclour’d garment, iring’d at the bottom; and | which ferv’d for a paflage to the foldiers into 
golden bells and pomegranates interchange-| the temple: for when the Romans were maf- 
ably faiten’d to it: the bells reprefenting the | ters of Jerufalem, there were guards potted 
thunder, end the pomegranates the lightning. | ftillupon that quarter, to prevent feditions up- 
And the my- His pe€toral was ty’d about him with party | on their publick feftivals and meetings. The 
itery Of i. eglour’d ribbons; as gold colour, purple, {car-| temple commanded the city, as Antonia com- 
let, linen and violet: which were the colours | manded tHe temple. This place had a guard 
alio, asl have faid already, of the veils of | upon it, and Herod’s palace was as good as a 
the temple. fortto the uppertown. ‘The mountain Bezeth 
The Rphod. Tue mixcure of the Ephod was the fame] (the top mountain of them all) was cut off, 
too, only mere of gold init, and in the} as I faid before, from Antonia, and join’d to 
fhape ot it, not much unlike that of a breaft| part of the new town: befide that it was the 
picce. It was bound together with two golden j only blind upon the north fide of the temple. 
buckles in the figure of afps, and fet with} This is all I have to fay at prefent of the city 
furdonyx ftones, the largeft and the richeft}| and the walls; being to fpeak further of them 
that were to be got, with the names of the | hereafter. 





* Forty Ave cubits amounted to eighty two Englith feer, that is twenty feven yards and a foot. 

{ Five cubic. amounted to fomething more than nine Englifh feet, that is three yards. 

+ Six cubits amounted to fomething above ten Englith feet, thar is three yards and a foor, . 

41 See this, and the other meafures not here explained, reduced to Englifh meafure in the preceeding Chapters. 

§ See Selden de Synedr. Hebr. p. 102. J. 3. c. 11. Ed. Amftei. 3 

** Cuneus confutes this opinion of Jofephus, in hisRep. Hebr. 1,2. c.1. See Bonfrerius upon Leviticus, who 


gives another reading of the text. 
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Simon fifteen thoufaud ftrong. Fobn in poffeffion 
of thetemple. Simon niafter of the upper town, 
and Moncbazus of the hill Acra. The Ro- 
mans at the gates, and the factions in the town 
as violentasever. Titus views the place where 
to give the affault.. Nicanor bafely wounded, 
and Titus meditates a revenge. A frege re- 
folv’d upon, and the manner of it. Titus or- 
ders three attacks. The factions fall heavy 
upon the Roman enginiers. ‘Titus fupports the 
machines. The Romans worfted by furprize: 
but a party of Alexandrians recover the honour 
of the day. Titus finifbes the work. Fobn the 
Ldumean [lain by an Arabian. 


Simon fifteen 
thoufand 
frong. 


IMON had a body of ten thoufand men, 
befide Idumcans; which were five thou- 
{and more; fiftccn thoufand in all: ten thou- 
fand of them under fifty captains, and Simon 
himfelf the commander in chicf: the other 
five thoufand under twenty officers ; and thefe 
were the moft daring mutinous partof the whole 
fa€tion, The principals among them were 
James the fon of Sofas, and Simon the fon of 
Cathlas, 
oHN was now in poffeffion of the temple, 
with fix thoufand mén, under the command ot 
John with Gx twenty captains ; and rhere came in to him (all 
thoufand men quarrels apart) four and twenty hundred of the 
poflefs'd of ~Zelotes; who lifted themfelves under Eleazar 
the temple. ? : : > 
whom they had formerly ferv’d, and Simon 
the * fon of Jair. ; 7 
In this oppofition of the two parties the peo- 
ple were a common booty, and the Icaft fedi- 
Simon mafter lous were a prey to them both. Simon was 
ofthe upper Now mafter of the upper town, and the great 
town, wall as far as Cedron, and fo likewife of the 
_ old wall that runs out to Siloe ; and the bend- 
ing to the eaftward goes on to the palace of 
Monobazus. This Monobazus was the king 
of the Adiabenians, a people beyond Euphrates. 
and Mouo- He was poliefs’d alfo of the hill Acra, the 
bavus of the feat of the lower town, as far as the royal re- 
hil Acra.  Gdence of Helena the mother of Mona- 
bazus. , 

Joun all this while had‘ the command of 
the temple, and fome places about it; but for 
Ophlas, and the vale of Cedron, and whatlay 
betwixt him and Simon, it was all confum’d 
to afhes, and of no other ufe or fervice than 
Rhee for a field of battle. The Romans were at 
ees oe athe this time drawn up before the very gates ; and 
fedition inthe yet the fedition within the walls continued as 
townashor fierce and furiousasever, ‘The ememy’s pref- 
yetas ever. fing uponthem brought them now and then, by 
fits, to their fenfes again: but upon the leat 
interiiffion, they prefently relaps’d, and broke 
out into factions and divifions among them- 
felves; contending affefh again upon the foot 
of their former pretenfions. Now this was the 
greateft fervice to the Romans they could have 
poflibly done them; for they treated onc ano- 
ther worfe thanthey were treated by the com- 
mon enemy: having this comfort yet in their 
mifery, that they had no new calamity to fear. 
‘They were put to harder extremities, *tis true, 
before the city was totally deftroy’d ; but the 
Romans did yet a greater thing than the ta- 
king of the place: for whereas the fedition did 


The Romans 


fedition; which was a far greater work than 
the bare demolifhing of the walls. So thar, 
in fhort, the Jews themfelves brought this 
ruin upon their own heads, and the Romans 
were only the execttioners of divine juftice 
upon them for their impieties; as will better 
appear in what follows. : 

Wuite matters were at this pafsinthe city, ‘Titus takes a 
Titus with a party of choice horfe took the view of the 
whole tour of the walls, to confider upon Place where 
what quarter it lay moft expos’d to an attack. (Sy ae 
There was no coming at it he faw, forcither” 
horfe or foot, by the way of the vallies; and 
on the other fide, the firft wall was fo firm, 
that it was proof againft their batcering en- 
gincs. We bethought himfelf a while, and 
after a little paufe pitch’d upon that part of 
the line toward the fepulchre of John the high- 
pricft, as the place that lay the moft cxpofed 
to an aflault ; both as the frit wall was lower 
there, and likewife cut off from the fecond 
wall; the fortifying of that place being neg- 
lected, in regard that the new city was not as 
yet peopled enough to attend it: befide (he 
conceived) that they might pafs from thence 
to the third wall, and fo to the upper town; 
and, with the help of Antonia, take the very 
temple itfelf 

Ware ‘Titus was aconfidering and weigh- Titus'sfriena 
ing thefe things within himfclf, a particular Nicanor, at 
friend of his, Nicanor by name, was wound~ fRefemetime, 
ed-in ‘the left fhoulder by an arrow from the a Rec 
wall, as he was labouring with Jofeph (being fing a peace, 
an excellent fpeaker) to bring the Jews over Titus in re- 
to defire a peace. Titus was fotranfported at {oles ne, 
the ungrateful behaviour of thefe people to- feces tone 
ward their beft friends and advifers, that he and to carry” 
immediately took up a refolution of beficging it by force: 
the town in form, and taking it by force. 

Upon this, he gave the foldiers the pillage of 
the fuburbs ; ordering them to make ufe of 
the rubbifh and ruins for works and platforms. 

He divided his army into three bodies, aficn- 
ing to all his troops their work and ftations. 
He difpofed of his archers and flingers upon 
the mounts, in the middle of the body; with 

engines to caft ftones and other fhot before: 
them ; which ferv’d them to two purpofes, 
either to repel the cnemy?’s fallies, or to hold 

them in play upon the walls. ‘The rrees were 

al] cat down, and the fuburbs laid naked in an 

inftant ; and the timber employ’d upon forti-+ 

fications, AIJ hands, in fine, were at work 

on the Roman fide ; and the Jews were not 

idle neither. 

‘Tuer people that had. been formerly expofed 
to robberies and murders, finding the faction 
fo wholly taken up in their own defence, be= 
gan to flatter themfelves with fome profpeét 
of eafe, in the very hope that the Romans 
themfcelves, if they got the better of it, would, 
effcétually revenge their quarrel, by putting 
Toate ee power to do themfelves juttice. 

ohn’s people made a very vigorous oppofition Tohn’ : 
to the befiegers; but he himfelf dance ftir diet woes 
out of the temple for fear of Simon. Now but he him. 
Simon, being pofted next the enemy, was ne- if daresnor 
ver out of action. He planted all along the Aeon ba 
wall the fhotand engines that he had former-— and the mam 
ly taken trom Ceftius, and out of the fort of ner of is. 
Antonia. “But his people made little advan- 


but deftroy the city, they deftroy’d the wey tage of it, for want of underftanding the righe 
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ufe and management of them; only fome lic- 

tle skill they had got trom here and there a 

deferter among them. But yet the Jews made 

ufe ot them however, to gall the enemy from 

the ramparts, with ttones and arrows : fally- 

ing out alfo in fmall partics, and coming to 

handy blows with the Romans: who on the 

other fide cover’d their workmen with hurdles 
and ¥ Gabions. ‘The Reman legions had ¢- 
very one of them wonderful machines, to dif- 
appoint the infulrs of an enemy: the tenth 
efpecially ; not only for the cafting of larger 
ftones, but tor throwing them farther. Every 
ttone was of a talent fweight; and clid exe- 
cution not only at hand, but to the top of the 
walls or ramparts; though it were at a full + 
furlong diftance : and where it fell, it carry’d 
a whole file belore ic. The Jews were feve- 
ral ways advertited ot thete ttones : firft, as 
they were white, and cafily difcern’d in their 
patiage 5 iccondly, by the noile they made in 
the air; and thirdly, by che notice that was 
given trom thofe that were fet co watch them: for 
there were people plac’d up and down upon 
the rowers, to obferve the playing of thefe en- 
gines; and iti}l as any of them were difcharg- 
ed, the watch man cry’d out in his mother 
tongue, (THE STONE COMES) which gave 
every man time to lock to himielf, and get out 
of hirm’s way, fo thatthe ftonc often tell with- 
out doing any manner of execution. The Romans 
after this, difcoloured the ftones, that they 
might not be difcover’d in their courfe; and 
by the help of that invention, killed feveral 
Jews femetimes at one blow. But this was 
not enough yet to divert the Jews from op- 
pefing the progrefs of the Romans in their 
fortifications; for they perfifted night and day 
in doing 2ll that was poifible to be done, by 
policy and courage, to obitruét their procecd- 
ing. 

So foon as the Remans had completed their 
works, they caft down a linc and plummet, to 
take meature of thed erwixe the mounr 

and the wall: whichcould not be done other wife, 
for there was no abiding near it for the fhot and 
darts that were fhower’d down trom above, 
When they found the place juft fic for the 
rams, Titus order’d them to be brought up, 
and the other machines to be advanced nearer 
the wall, that they might have more liberty 
_to play : and hereupon, they fet three battc- 
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¢ ries at work at a time upon three feveral parts 


ef the wall. The cerrible noife and knocking 
of thefe engines was heard all over the city ; 
with the crics of citizens upon the terror of It, 
and the faétion irfelf trembling under the ap- 
prehenfion. The divided members of this 
{edition, finding themfelves now to be all 
under one common danger, bethought them 


in felves of jcining in one common defence: 


crving out one to another, that at this rate 
they were only doing the enemics work ; 
and if they could not agree to make a firm 
and lafting union among themfelves it, would 
behove them however at prefent to join 
unanimonfly in a confederacy againft the Ro- 
mans, Simon, uponthis, fent away a herald 
to thofe that had fhut themfelves upin the tem- 
ple ; with commiffion to tell them, that fo 
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many of them as had a mind to quit the tem- 
ple, and advance to the wall, had free liber- 
ty to do it. ohn did not much confide in 
the good faith of the meflage ; but left his 
people to their own treedom. 

Tue factions united immediately upon this. 
overture; and, forgetting former animolities, 


They match 


march’d direétly up to the walls ina full bo- immediately 


dy. So foon as they had pofted themfelves for 
their purpofe, they tell to work with their 
fires and torches upon the Roman engincs: 
preffing furicufly alfo upon thofe that had the 
ordering of them, and plying them with darts 
and other weapons of offence without intermif- 
fion. In this heat of rage and refolution, the 
Jews leap’d down defperately fromthe walls 
in troops, uponthe very engines, tore off their 
covers, and broke in upon the guards that 
were fet to detend them, doing fome execu- 
tion by skill, but more byan outragious bold~ 
nefs. 

Bur Titus, who never fail’d his friends in 
atime of need, clapt a party of horfe and 
archers upon the guard of the machines,to keep 
off the fire, and holding the Jews in play up- 
on the walls, to leave the engineers at liberty 
to do execution. But all this battery made 
little or no impreffion yet: only the ram of the 
fitth legion fhook the corner of a tower, but 
without any damage to the wall irfelf; for the 
eo being much higher than the wall, it 
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Titus fiup- 
ports the ma- 
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tumbled down without drawing any pare of 


the wall after it. 

| .Txe Jews having for fome fhort time inter- 
‘mitted their fallies, the Romans took it to be 
leither out of fear or wearinefs ; and fo went 
‘their way carclefly up and down the works 
and camp as in a ftate of fecurity. But the 
;Jews taking notice of this from the town, 
iand how the Romans were fcatter’d and out 
lof order ; they made a furious cxcur- 
ifion upon them out of a fally-port from the 
itower Hippicos; fet fire to their works, and, 
lin the heat of this fuccefs, pufh’d the beficgers 
back to their very camp. The alarum patlied 
jimmediately through the whole army, and the 
Romans far and near drew prefently together 
to the relief of their companions: but the dar- 
ing hardinefs of the Jews was not yet able to 
fupport itfelf againft the difcipline of the Ro- 
mans. ‘They over-ran at firft all that they met 
withal; attacking thofe that they found in a 
body: but the heat of the confli@t was about 
the engines; how toburn them on the onc fide, 
and to fave them on the other. ‘The air. was 
torn with uncertain outcries from both parts : 
and this encounter upon the fhock, coft many 
abrave manhis life. But the Jews were much 
the bolder and the more adventurous of the 
two. The fire had by this time laid hold of 
the machines; and thcy had certainly been de- 
ftroy’d with all that belong’d tothem, if they 
had not been fupported by a choice party of 
Alexandrian troops; who behav’d themfelves 
that day to a miracle, and had a great fhare 
in the honour of the action. 

Tuese troops gave the Jews a ftand; till 
the general himfelf, with a brave body o 
horfe, broke in upon them.He cut down twelve 
men with his own hand, and drove the reft 
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* Gabions were bakets about four foor diameter, and five or fix foot high, which being filled with earth, were 
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n Hebrew talent weighed an hundred and fourteen pounds and fifteen penny weight troy. 
A furlong was one hundred and twenty five geometrical paces, that is half s quarter of a mile. 
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before him into che city, This exploit was 
the faving of the engines. 
Turre was a Jew takenalive upon this en- 
counter.; whom "Titus ordered to be crucify’d 
in fight of the walls, to try how far fuch an 
exemplary terror might-work upon them. But 
for.all this, after his departure, one John, an 
John theIdu- Tqumean officer, as he.was talking with a fol- 
suEANS ae dier of his acquaintance before the walls, was 
mous officer, 6 2 
flain by an fhor with an arrow quite thorough the heart by 
Arabian. an Arabian, to the great gricf of all that knew 
him, Jews and Zelotes ;\ having the reputa~ 
tion of a worthy man toall purpofes, both for 
wifdom and valour. - _. 
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CHAP. VIL 

A tumult occafion’d by the fall of a tvwer in the 
wight. . The Fews fear nothing elfe. The ram 
made the firfi breath, The Fews quit the firft 

. wall, and betake themfelves to the fecond, They 
make feveral bold fallies, The difcipline of the 

- Romans is too hard, for the hot-headed vafbnefs 
of the Fews. The Fews are proof againf? all 
hardfbips. Simon’s men had a ftrange vene- 
vation for their maftere A glorious action of 
Longintts. 


Aterribletu- PPIHE next night there happen’d a moft 
multin the J _ dreadful tumult in the Roiman camp. 
Ronancamp: ‘Titus had order’d. the raifing of thtec towers, 
the fall of 2. Of fifty cubits in height, to be ereéted upon 
tower. three foveral ramparts; fo asto have the.com- 
mand of the town wall. In the dead of the 

night oné of thefe towers fell of itfelf down 
to the ground; with fo dreadful a clatter, 

that the furprize frighten’d and alarm’d the 

whole army. ‘The Romans could not tell 
what to make of it 3 but ran prefently to their 
arms, and put all the Iegions into a confufion, 
and uproar. Some fancy’d the Jews were at- 
tempting fomething againft them: fome, in 
fine, furmifing one thing, fome another; till 
they came in the end (no enemy . appearing ) 
° to. have. a jealoufy one of another, and e- 
very man. to demand the WOR D. of his 

next neighbour, with the fame formalit 
and ftriétnefs as if the Jews had beeti in pof- 
feffion' of the camp... They Jay ufder the 
confternation of this panick terror, till 'Titus 

‘had ‘learnt out the whole matter, and made 
the truth of it publick by proclamation over 

‘the whole camp. ‘This, with much ado, put 

an.end to that confufion. ° : 

The Jews . ‘Tue Jews all this while cheerfully fuftain- 
ftand firm a- eq all other diffictilties, but that of the tow- 
ee ers; which was in truth not to be difputed 
the towers, OF avoided. From: thofe turrets they were 
all’d with all. forts of machines, by archers, 

ingers, &cc, and no temedy. For firft,it was 
impoffible for ‘them to carry up their plat- 
forms to the height of thefe towers; and then 
they were too ftrong and too heavy. to be 
over-turn’d: and there was no burning of 
them neither; for. they, were all plated. over 
with iron. So that-all the Jews had ,to do, 
was to get out of the reach of the Roman 
darts, arrows, and ‘ftones, without making 
any.oppofition to the. force of the rams ; 


which,’ by little “and little, and the: fhock of 
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-have dy’d at his feet, if he had but fatd the 
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repeated ftrokes, in the conclufion did the 
work. The Romans had one terrible ma-The ram, or 
chirte, which the Jews called Nicon, or the that which 
Conqueror ; and it was this ram that made the Le oe 
firft breach. The befieged were by this time the ed 
fo {pent with watching .and fighting (having breach. 
been upon dury all night) that beewixt levity 
and ill advice, they came to an agreement 
among themfelves to quit the firftwall; ha- The Jews 
ving two other yet to truft to. Upon this, quit the firtt 
they retir’d, and the Romans mounted the harem = 
breach that Nicon had made : and. after that the fecond. 
opened the gates to the whole army; the Jews 
being all withdrawn to. the fecond wall. It 
was now the feventh * of the month Artemi- 
fis, when the Romans made themfelves 
matters of the firft wall’: the greater part of 
it they deftroy’d ; and. fo likewife the north 
quarter of the town, which Ceftius had ra- 
vaged before. ; a 

‘Tirus being how remov’d to a.place they 

call’d the Affyrians camp, poffefled himfelf of 
all betwixt that and the valley of Cedron ; 
fomewhat morc thari a bow-fhot from.the fe- 
cond wall: refolving from. thence. to | begin. 
his attack ; which he went in hand with im-= 
mediately. The Jews. pofted themfelves or- 
derly upon the wall, and made a gallant re- 
fiftance. gens and his companions command- 
ed in the fortrefs Antonia, and the north-fide 
of the temple from the fepulchre of Alexan- 
ders Simon and his party:maintain’d the. paf- 
fage from the monument of John the high- 
pticft, to the gate by which water is convey’d 
to the tower of Hippicos. The Jews made They make 
feveral defperate fallies, and came many times fveral bold 
to aclofe fight with the Romans, hand to lies. 
hand ; but the Roman difcipline was too hard 
for the unskilful temerity of the Jews, and The Roman 
beat them back with lofs: only upon the walls ‘itcipline roo 
they had the better of them. ‘The Romans proral temes 
had both fortune and conduét on their fide 3 riry of the 
but the Jews fupported themfelves by a bold- Jews. 
nefs-zefalting trom, defpair,-and by-a natural 
hardnefs againft either fatigue or danger. And The Jews are 
it is farther to be confider’d, that the Jews Proof againft 
fought for life and fafeey, the Romans: for puiecesrae: 
{peedy victory : and they were neither of them dangers. 
to be.tired out ; for approaches, affaules, fal- 
lies; forlorns, and combats of all forts, . were 
their daily exercifes: ‘They began at the dawn 
of day, and fo continued till night parted 
them : when both fides were. kept waking 5 
the one for fear of their walls, the other for 
fear of their camp ; all night in arms, .and 
the next morning by day-light ready for a bat~ 
tle.. The Jews valu’d. themfelves fo much 
upori the contempt of death, and hazards, 
that. they made an emulation of it who fhould 
dare moft, as the only way to ingratiate them= 
felves-with their fuperiors. Such.was.the fear 
and reverence they had for Simon, that all A ftrange ve- 
and every man that he had-about him, would eee 
word; nay, and have been their own.execu- aa moe 
tioners too. Now for the Romans, they were ° 
fo wonted to. viétory that they did not, know 
what it. was to be overcome, So that they 
neéded no other encouragement:to do brave= 
ly, than experience and fuccefs : befide, that 
war - was familiar and habitual to them, by 
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the continual exercife of arms in the fervice 
of a glorious empire ; which with the pre- 
fence and affiftance of a martial prince, over 
all the reit, could not but infpire them with 
a more than ordinary courage. What could 
be more infamous than cow ardice, with a mar- 
tial emperor for a witnefs of it? or what 
more charming on the other fide, than the ho- 
nour and reward that naturally follows great 
actions, in the bounty and citeem of Cefar? 

This ardour and ambition of men’s fignalizing 
themfelves, tranfported feveral heroical {pi- 
rits, "tis true, into the attempt of things cx- 
travagant, and beyond their torce. 

THERE was at this time a ftrong body of 
the Jews drawn up before the walls, and they 
were come already within diltance of exchang- 
ing blows and lances with the Romans. In 
this inftant of time, one of the Roman horfe- 
men (Longinus by ni ame) fpurr’d into the mid- 
dle of the encmy’s army; where he killed 
two of the beft men they had: one of them, 
as he was coming to engage him, he ftruck 
thro’ the jaws w ith his lance, and he ran the 
other thorough the body afterward with the 
fame weapon ; coming off to his party at laft 
without a wound. He made himfclf famous 
by this ation, and provoked others to a ge- 
nerous emulation of followi ing his example. 
The Jews all this while were fo intent upon 
doing mifchief, that they never heeded what 
they “fafferd ; and reckon’d upon death as 
nothing, if they had but one life in exchange 
for another. But Titus had an eye upon the 
faving of his men, as well as the gaining of a 
victory, and look’d upon the heats of an in- 
contiderate rafhnefs, but as another fort of 
detperation : neither would he allow any ex- 
ploic for true yalour, that was not govern’d 
by caution and prudence, and with the leaft 
danger to his men, and the moft to his ene- 
mics. 


A glorious 
wtien of 


Longinus. 








CHAP. IX. 


Cafter, a bold, a crafty, and a@ treacherous Few. 
He defires a treaty, and Titus embraces the mo- 
tion. The whole flory a cheat from firft to laff. 
Caftor makes an efcape from the very flames. 
Miftaken mercy is cruelty. 


HE ram being now pointed againft-the 

middle of the tower on the north-fide 

ef the city, Titus pour’d in fuch fhowers of 

arrows upon the defendants, that they all 

quitted their pofts: only one fly crafty Jew, 

€:ftor and whofe name was Caftor, and ten of his people 
ten more with him, lay skulking behind the battle- 
a 23¥ ments, But when they had lain ftild a-while, 
the baie. they fele a fhock that made the tower ftagger 
ments. under them, Upon this, they gor up; and 
Caftor, in the language, pofture, and tone of a 

fupplicant, addrefs'd himfelf to Titus for 
oo and begg’d to be fpar’d. ‘Titus was 
© good-natur’d as to fancy the Jews had now 
enough of the war, and fo put a ftop both to 
the battery and the archers ; telling Caftor 
at the fame time, that if he had any thing to 
Caftor defires fay, he was ready tohear him. Caftor made 
paienye an{wer, that there was nothing he defir’d fo 


A bold, a 
crafty, "and a 
ca 
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much as a treaty. ee Se canuguid: Gxcrcile of Gama tas ghe Inevice | munch wocanereaty, “Wil Al aie heamctave te all my heart, fays Titus accepts 
Titus ; and if all your companions be of the of the mo 
fame mind, I am ready to grant you your Hon, 
pardon. Upon this offer, five of the ten pre~ Five of the 
tended to join with Caftor ; the other five ten divide; 
cry’d out, that fo long as they might die free, ecninety f 
they would never live flaves. During this ir, andthe oe 
difpute, there was nothing farther of hoftilicy. theragainf ie. 
But Caftor in the mean time fends privately to 
Simon, to make the beft of his time, and to 
confider what was to done, and leave it to 
him to illude the Roman "general a-while, 
under the pretext of advifing his companions 
to a peace. Caftor a€ted his part fo to the The whole 
lite, that there were {words drawn upon it, Gory chest 
blows given, and men fcemingly kill’d: but oe 
the whole ftory was a cheat. 
Titus, and thofe about him, were all 
amazed at the inflexible obftinacy and bold- 
nefs of the Jews; and not without a com- 
paffion for their mifery : but being upon the 
lower ground, they could not fee fo diftinétly 
what was™uone above. While this pafs’d, 
Caftor was wounded with an arrow near his 
nottrils ; who prefently drawing it out, held 
it up to "Titus, as an appeal to him for juftice. 
This prince refented the injury to fuch a de- 
gree, that he bad Jofeph (itanding next to him) 
go to Cattor from him, and give him all affu- 
rances in his name of ‘amity and fair quarter, 
Jofeph begg’d his excufe, and not only de-~ 
clin’d going himfelf, but diffuaded his friends 
alfo that would have gone; tclling them, that 
this pretended fubmiffion’ was nothing but 
treachery. But one Eneas, however, a defer~ 
ter to the Romans, would needs be venturing 
tor all this ; efpecially upon Caftor’s invitati~ 
on; who bad him bring fomewhat along with 
him to put a fum of money in, that he in~ 
tended to prefent him. Eneas was forward 
enough to go upon thefe terms ; and had no 
fooner put himfelf in a pofture to receive the 
prefent, but Caftor dropp’d a great ftone down 
trom the wali, which Eneas had much ado te 
avoid ; but it wounded the man that ftood : 
next him. This treachery gave Titus to un= 
derftand the danger of unfeafonable good na~ 
ture ; and that a fteady rigour is Ge beft de~ 
fence againft fair words and plaufible :preten+ 
fions. So that to revenge himfelf upon Caftor 
and his corhpanions, for the affront they had 
put upon him, he betook himfelf to his bate 
teries again with greatcr violence than before. 
When Caftor and his people found the tower 
tottering, and juft ready to fink under them, 
they put fire to ic; and fo made their ‘efcapes Caftor makes 
into a vault thorough the very flames. © This his eftape 
exploit gave them a mighty reputation among pecsten ue 
the Romans, for men of refolution and cou- “"% 
rage; upon an opinion, that in this aétion they 
were no other than * devotees. 
Trrvus made himfelf mafter of this part of 
the wall within five days after the taking of 
the firft: and now finding the way open to 
the fecond wall, he drove out the Jews be- 
fore him, and with a thonfand choice men 
entered the town, amohg the clothiers, re 
fiers, falefmen, and all the crofs narrow paf- 
fages up ta the wall. Now if ‘Ticus had im- 
mediately broken down the greater part of 
of this wall, as by the laws oe war he. ee eee ee 


* A devotee, in this ae ee eee eae ae is one who voluntarily offers himfelf up to death for the good of his country. 


have 


ook VI. 
have done ; the victory would have coft him 
little or nothing : but confidering the mifera- 
ble necctlities of the Jews on the one hand, if 
they ftoodit out, and the fecurity of ‘their re- 
treat on the other hand, if they had a mind 
to be gone ; Titus relented yet once again, in 


confidence that they would betrer bethink 
themfelves, and never imagining that they 


Miftaken ~~ could be fuch ungrateful monfters, as to be 
cele is treacherous toa man that had taken fo much 


care for their prefervation. 


CHAP. X, 
Titus a prince of tendérne{s and humanity. The 
Spite and malice ‘of the factions. A foarp 
fat, and the Fews- get the better of it. Ti- 


tus recovers the day. The Romans get the fe- 
cond-wall,' and lofe it again. The famine a 
greater calamity than the war. The fecoud 
wall holds out three days; and Titus mafters 
it upon the fourth. es ne 


“LT US being now entered the town, 

would not fuffer fo much as one prifo- 

ner to be kill’d, or one houfe to be burne: 

The humani- and he was fo fair to the faction themfelves 


tyand ten- too, that if they had a mind to fighe it our, 
fe of he left them at liberty fo todo; provided on- 


ly that they fhould not force and opprefs the 
people. -He promis’d ‘the inhabitants alfo ar 


the {ame time, to maintain them in their law- | 


ful poffeffions, and to give them back again 
what had been taken from them. Thefe pro- 
pofals- were generally acceptable ; fome de- 
firing the city might be fpar’d for their own 
fakes, others that the temple might be fpar’d 
for the city’s. But this humanity and tender- 
The malice nefs was all imputed by the faction, to the 
and calumny want of courage in the general: for Titus, 
ofthe faction. they faid,. had only offer’d thefe conditions, 
becaufe he defpair’d of ever winning the other 
partef the citys; rhe faction threamning death 
at the fame time, to any man that fhould’ but 
open his mouth for a peace ora treaty. The 
Romans were no fooner.got into the town, 
but the Jews annoy’d them all manner of 
ways; by blocking -up the narrow paffes, 
galling them ftom‘the honfes, and forcing the 
guards by fallics from the walls to quit their 
towers, and retire to the camp. Never was 
fuch a confufion and outcry as betwixt the fol- 
diers ‘within the town, in the middle of thcir 
‘enemies, and thofe without the town, for fear 
of their companions within. The Jews be- 
ing both more in number, and better acquaint- 
ed with the by-ways and fecret paflages.than 
A fharp fight, the Romans, they were too hard for them 
ene upon all encounters: and the breaches not 
the Romans, b¢ing wide enough to march out many a- 
_ breaft, they were fo put to it in the croud, 
Titus ‘reco- that, if Titus had not come in juft as he did, 
vers the day. fearce a man of them had got off. But upon 
fetting a body of archers at the end of every 
ftreet 5 and Titus pofting himfelf ftill where 
there was moft danger, with Domitius Sabinus 
for his fecond (a brave man upon the main, and 
one that did wonders in-that action) the 
held the Jews in play with their darts an 
The Romans lances, till they brought off their men, under 
Sl a the cover of that diverfion, Thus were the 
lofe it again, Romans, after the gaining of the fecond wall, 
beaten out again, 
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‘Tue refolute part of the citizens had the 
vanity to flatter themfelves, upon this fuccefs, 
into an opinion, either that the Romans would 
never dare to look them in the face again ; 
or if ever it fhould come to a battle, that they 
themfelves were invincible. Now if thefe 
wicked men had not been judicially infatua- 
ted, they would have confidered, that the 
Romans, whom they had lately repulfed, were 
but a {mall handful, to the vaft numbers they 
were yet farther to encounter: to fay nothing 


-of the famine chat ftill encreafed more and A famine 


more upon them every day. For the publick Worle than 
ruin ‘fery’d hitherto only for the nourifhment ‘"°¥#* 
of thefe people, and the blood of the citi- 

zens for their drink, Good men, in fine, fell 

Into great neceffities; and not a few dy’d 


even of famine itfelf: but the lofs of thefe 
people was fome fort of confolation to the 
faétion ; and they ouly with’d well to chofe 
that would have a war with the Romans. As 
to the reft, they look’d upon them only as an 
ufelefs unprofitable burden to the publick ; 
and this was the kindnefs they had one for 
another. 

Tue Romans made another attempt to re- 
cover the wall again, which they had gotten The fecond 
and loft; and for three days fucceffively, with- wall ftands it 
out intermiffion, they ply’d the aflaule wich oceaekaene 
one attack upon the neck of another, and cae carries it 
were as valiantly repulféd. But on the fourth the fourth. 
day, Titus gave fo turious a charge, that they 
were not able to ftand it any longer : and up- 
on this pufh, he got pofleflicn of the wall, 
demolifhed the northern part of it, and im- 
mediately placed garifons in all the towers to 
the fouthward. , 








CHAP. XL 


Titus vifuals and prepares for ation. He tries 
council and argument as well as force. Fofeph 
harangues the Fews. A fiarving famine in 
the city. Inftauces of God’s providence to« 

ward the oppreffed.: as in the cafe of Pharaoh 
Nechao, the Egyptian’ bondage, the plagues 
of Egypt, the Affyrians taking’ the ark, Sena 
nacherib’s mighty army, Ferufalent deftroy’d by 

Ledckiah, and the frory of Antiochus Epipha~ 

nes. God is merciful to the'penitent. 3 ofpb's 

generous refignation. Lhe miferies ee ja- 
mine. Ferufalen was effectually burnt by the 

Sfews.- , ae 


‘I TUS’s heart was now fet upon ftorm- 
‘Ing the third wall; but nor looking up= 

on it as’ a work of time or difficulty, he be« 
thought himfelf of trying what might’ bé 
done by gentler methods towards the redu- 
cing them again to their duty and ‘their rea 
fon ; in hope that, betwixt force and famine, 
they. might be prevailed upon to héearken to 
better counfels: for -their ‘booty and ‘provi- 
fion was. well nigh {pent on the one hand, 
and ‘Titus in as much eafe and plenty as his 
heart could wifh on the other: infomuch, that 
upon .2 day. of general mufter, Titus -order’d 
his troops to be drawn up and paid in fight of 
the enemy; the foot advancing with their 
fwords drawn, and the led horfes fo glorioufly 
caparifon’d, that the wholé field fparkled 
with gold and filver. Nothing, in fine, could 
haye been a more agreeable charming fight = 
the 
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the Romans, or a more terrible one to the 

Jews; who were gotten in {warms together 

upon the old wall, on the north-fide of the 

town: befide that the houfes were all croud- 
ed, and the whole city cover’d with people, 
gazing at the bravery of this pomp: which 
was fuch, in fhort, that ic ftruck a damp into 
the very boldeft of the faétious Jews, and 
would, in all probability, have brought them 
ever tothe Romans, if they had not been 
confcious to themtelves of having committed 
too many unpardonable outrages againit the 
people ; belide thar ic was certain death on 
the other hand, to give over the difpute. So 
that they rather chofe to die like men of ho- 
nour bythe chance of war, than tamely by a 
butchery. But the fates had fo order’d it, 
thac the innocent were to fall with the guil- 
ty, andthe city itfelf with the faétion.. 
sty _ WHeEwn Titus, after this, had pafs’d away 
> tour days in victualling his camp, without any 
S$ act of hoitiliry, he divided his army upon the 
fhiith day into two bodies; and finding no dif- 
‘tzh prepares Pelition in the Jews to a peace, he fell to caft- 
for uction. ing up of works againft the fortrefs Antonia, 
mear John’s monument, in hope of gaining the 
upper cown from that quarter, and then mak- 
ing himfelt maftcr of the temple from Anto- 
nia: for without taking the fort, the city, 
though taken, could not be maintain’d. A- 
gaintt cach of thefe two places, he advanced 
two attacks, and poftcd a legion at every 
Mount to cover che workmen. They that 
wrought’ next the monument, were galled 
by the Jews, and by Simon’s people; and 
the other againft Antonia were yet harder 
put to it by John’s party, and his bands of 
Zelotes ; who had both the higher ground, 
and the advantage ot their machines, 
an engine which by daily ufe and praétice 
they were now come pertectly to underftand. 
They had three hundred crofs-bows,. and 
forty flings for ftones, which very much an- 
noy’d the Romans, and put a check to the 
progrefs of their defign. 

Tirus did fo far prefume upon his fortune, 
that he reckon’d the town as good as his own 
betorehand ; bur fill, however, as he ply’d 
the fiege on the one hand, he did not forget to 

He tries per- make trial of perfuafion and advice, as well as 
f:-fion snc force, to bring the Jews to reafon, on the 
rice,as well 5 4 : 

2 other. And confidering, that words in many 
cafes are of greater efficacy than arms, he made 
ic firft his own requeft to the Jews to confulr 
their own fafety, by furrendering the city into 
his hands, which he could make himfelf maf- 
ter of at pleafure; and then Ieft rhe reft to 
Jofeph, upon an opinion, that the humaniry of 
fuch an office from the lipsof their own coun- 
tryman, and in their own language, might 
probably find better fuccefs. Jofeph, in pur- 
fuance of Titus’s commiffion and appointment, 
took awalk about the town; and at laft, mak- 
ing a ftand upon a rifing ground, within hear- 
ing of the enemy, and out of reach of their 
fhot, he deliser’d himfelf to them in words 
to this effect. 








Jofeph bax AM now to befeech you, my dear friends, 
Fangues the fays Jofeph, as you love your lives and 
Jews. 


liberties, your city, your temple, and your 
country, let your tendernefs appear upon this 
occafion, and learn to be merciful to yourfelves 
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from your very enemies and ftrangers, The 
Romans, you fee, have fo great a veneration 
for holy things, that they make a confcience 
of laying violent hands upon any thing that is 
facred, and without pretending to any part, 
or intereft in the communion: whereas, in-~ 
ftead of defending the religion you were 
brought up in, you are engaged here in a di- 
reét confpiracy to deftroy it. Do you not fee 
that your {trengths are all beaten down alrea~ 
dy, your weaknefles expofed, and your walls 
defencelefs ; and that in this condition it is 
morally impoffible for you to hold out any 
longer againit fo formidable a power? neither 
is it anew thing, in cafe of the worft, for the 
Jews to be fubjeét to the Romans, It isa 
glorious caufe, “tis true, when liberty isthe © 
queftion 5 provided it be carly enough, and 
before that liberty is cither forfeited or loft 5 
but for people to talk of fhaking off the yoke, 
after they have once fubmitted to it, and con- 
tinued in that obedience till they became flaves 
by prefcription ; this is not the way to live 
free, but rather to die with infamy. It would 
be a fcandalous bondage indeed, to ferve a 
mafter thata man of honour would be afham’d 
to own; but it is another cafe to be fubject to 
a people that have the whole world at their 
fect. As, where’s that fpot in the univerfe, 
that has efcaped the dominion of the Ro- 
mans; faving only where extreme heats or 
colds have rendered the place inrolerable and 
ufelefs ? Fortune is effectually gone over to 
them ; and the great difpofer of empires him~ 
felf, hath in his providence at prefent made 
Italy the feat of the univerfal monarch. Be~ 
fide, that it is according to the fovereign law 
of nature, that governs in beafts, as well as 
in men, to give way to the ftronger, and to 
fubmit to the longer fword. This was it that 
made your anceitors, though in power and 
politicks much your fuperiors, to pay .an alle- 
giance to the Romans: whichthey would ne- 
ver have done, if they had not been thoroughly 
convinced that it was God’s will to have it 
fo. Butto what end is it for you now to dif- 
pute a point any longer, that’s as good as loft 
already ? for if the walls were yet entire, and 
the fiege rais’d, famine alone would do the A pinching 
work, It has begun with the multitude, and famine in the 
the foldiers turn will be.next ; and every day “Y- 
ftill worfe than other: for the calamity is in- 
{uperable, and there is no fence again{t hun- 
ger. Wherefore, you fhould do well to be- 
think yourfelves in time, and ro take whole- 
fome advice before it be too late. The Ro- 
mans are naturally a generous enemy, and 
ready to forgive and forget all that’s patt ; 
provided you do not carry on the affront to 
an unpardonable extremity. They are not a 
people to facrifice their interef{t to their re 
venge, andto charge themfelves with the in- 
cumbrance of a depopulated city, and a de. 
folated. province; but rather for receiving you 
with open arms into their friendfhip. But if 
ever you come to be taken by ftorm, you muft 
expect to be put to the {word every man of 
you ; thofe efpecially that, in defiance of the 
emperor’s grace and mercy, fhall continue ob- 
ftinate to the laft. And tor your third wall, 
what have you to look for from it, but the 
fate of the other two that are gone before ? 
or what if your works were abfolutely im- 
; : pregnable ? 
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oppreffed. 
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rather God’s 
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the Romans. 
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pregnable ? the very want of bread, as I told 
you, would do the office of the fword, and 
fubdue you to the Romans. eo 


Wuuve Jofeph was thus reafoning the mat- 
tex with them, they return’d him only bitter 
and contemptuous ‘reproaches from the walls, 
for his good-will; and not without darts and 
ftones' to accompany. their revilings : fo that 
when he faw they were not to be wrought up- 
on, cither by admonition, or by affli€tion, he 
betook himfelf to the hiftory of former times, 
for precedents and arguments to his prefent 
purpofe, <n 

Au! miferable and unthankful wretches 
that you are, fays he, to forget. your beft 
friends, and to encounter the Romans with 
carnal and common weapons, as if-.the victo- 
ries you have formerly obtained, had: been the 
effeét of your own wifdom and virtue !. Can 
you fay, that God, the great creator of hea- 
ven and earth, ever failed of.protcéting the 
Jews .when they were opprefs’d ? Will you 
Do but confider. whence you 
come, where you are, and what you are a do- 
ing ; and how glorious a protector it is that 


-you provoke by thefe outrages. . Why do you 


not call to mind.the divine exploits of your 
illuftrious anceftors, and the wonderful deli- 
verances that God hath wrought for them by 
the facrednefs of this holy place:?.. It gives 
me a horror to think of expofing. the hiftory 
of God’s miraculous difpenfations to a people 
fo unworthy of the bleffing; but yet, upon 
this occafion, I. fhall difpenfe with that fcru- 
ple, to fhew you that: the war. you are now 
engaged in, is not.fo much againft the Ro- 
mans, as againft God himfelf. 
Puaraonw Necuao, a king of Egypt, car- 
ry’d away witha mighty army, Sarah, the 
queen and mother of us all, Now you would 
have thought, perhaps -that Abraham, the huf- 
‘band of Sarah and our common father, having 
at: that time the command of three hundred 
and .cighteen licutcnasts, and troops innume- 
rable under them, fhould have attempted the 
righting of himfelf by arms: but he’chofe ra- 
ther to lie quiet ; offering up his prayers to- 
ward this holy place which you havc polluted, 
to implore God’s affiftance, And what came 
of.it, but the king’s fending the queen back 
again untouch’d to her husband, the fecond 
night after fhe was taken away; the Egyptian 
in the mean while, contracting a veneration 
for. the place, which you have defiled with 
the blood of your countrymen; till inthe end, 
finding himfelf haunted with frightful dreams 
and vilions, he pofted .away back again into 
his own country ; but firft {cattering large do- 


natives of gold and filver among the pcople,. 


in token of the reverence he had for a nation 
fo much in God’s favour. 

Wuar .fhall I fay cow of our predeceffors 
tranfporting themfelves into Egypt; their 
four hundred years. bondage under a foreign 


_ tyranny,:and their fubmitcing with . patience 


ata time when .they were ftrong enough to 
have. redeem’d themfelves by force ! -To tell 


The plagues 
of Egypt. 


and refignation to God’s good pleafure, even 


you. now how the Egyptians were infefted with 
ferpents, and tainted with all manner. of dif- 
cafes; how the fruits of the earth were blafted, 
the Nile corrupted,.and ten plagues imme- 
‘diately fucceeding one another, would be no 
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more than what every body knows: but thofe 
of our anceftors that-God had defign’d to the 
pricithood, were conducted out fafe and found, 
Without either blood or danger, under the 
guard of a fpecial providence. 

Anp fo when the Affyrians forced away The Affyri- 
from:us the holy ark, how did Paleftine, Da~ ans taking the 
gon, and the whole nation that was concerned ***" 

In it, rue the feizure of ic! Their guts be- 

came, putrid and rotten, and the pain of the 

Srtipesintolerable ; infomuch, that theiz bowels 

and -their excrements came away together. 

And what was the end of it, in the conclu- 

fion, but the bringing of the ark back again 

to us with the found of mofi¢al. -inftruments, 

and with the fame facrilegious hands that 

took it away, to expiate in fome degree for 

‘tthe: wickednefs! .This was the work of God 

-himfelf in favour of our anceftors, for cafting 

themfelves entirely upon his providence and 

merey, ‘without having any recourfe to- come 

mon means, ; a 
_ Anp what became of Sennacherib the king Sennacherib’s 

of Affyria, and. his prodigious army, when he mighty army, 

fat down before this placc, accompany’d with 

the whole ftrength of Afia? was he cut off by 


; ae 


‘the arm of ficfh, or any human power? No. 


But when the Hebrews were peaceably and 
ay at thcir prayers, the angel of God con- 
oundedin one night that army: and the Affyri+ 
an founda hundred and eighty five thoufand of 
his men dead uponthe place next morning, the 
reft flying in a fright from the unarmed. He- 
brews, that had no thought of purfuing them. 

You know likewife that our people were The captivi- 

feventy years captives in Babylon, without ty of Baby- 
making any attempt toward the recovery of lon. 
their liberty, till God put it in the heart of 
Cyrus to difcharge them, and to difmifs them 
into their own country 3 where they began to 
offer facrifices again to God, as their only de- 
liverer and preferver. But to be-fhort,- What 
great thing did our forefathers -ever bring to 
pafs, cither with arms, or without, but by 
God’s particular direétion, and affiftance in the 
execution of his orders? If they ftay’d at 
home, they were victorious without fighting ; 
it being God’s pleafure that it fhould-be fo: 
and when they fought in a confidence-of thcir 
own ftrength, they. never fucceeded. - As for Jerufalemde- 
inftance; when the king of Babylon laid fiege ftroy’d by 
to this city, our.king Zedekiah gave him bat- @¢dekiah. 
tle contrary to the advice of the prophet-Jere- 
my; and what’ was the event of it, but the 
routing of his army, the taking of Zedcekiah 
prifoner, and the deftruction both of .city and 
temple before his face? Do but. obferve the 
difference now betwixt the moderation of that 
prince and people, and of: yours. ‘The. pto- 
phet told them plainly, that they were fallen 
under God’s difpleafure for their wickednefs 5 
and that, if they did not deliver up the city, 
it fhould be forced from them by aflault: and 
yet for all this foreboding, neither prince, nor 
people, offer’d him any violence. . To fay no- 
thing now of what pafics within your, walls; 
(an iniquity, in truth, not to be exprefs’d) 1 
thall only take notice how barbaroufly I: my- 
felf have been treated by you both in words 
and actions: and what’s my crime, I befeech 
you, but the honeft liberty of telling you your 
taults; and advifing you for the beft? But-you 
have not patience to: hear the very ftory of 
your own daily practices. ee 
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The cafeof 
Antiochus 
Eriphanes. 
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Ir was much the fame cafe too, when An- 
tiochus, called Epiphanes, laid ficge to this 
city. Our forefathers, having many ways in- 
curred God’s high dilpleafurc, prefs’d the 
enemy to a batele, without waiting for his 
divine direction and affiftance: The Jews were 
totally defeated, the town taken and ‘pillag’d, 
and the fanétuary, for three years and fix 
months, wholly abandon’d. In tew_ words, 
What was it bue the ftubborn croiinefs of our 
own people that firft irritated the Romans a- 
gainit the Jews? Whence are we to date our 
flavery, but from our own feditious country- 
men; when the two factions of Ariftobulus 
and Hyrcanus, in an ambitious heat of com- 
petition, brought Pompey into the city, and 
made the Jews that were unworthy of liberty, 
flaves to the Romans? When they had held 
it out three months, they render’d the place 5 
though in a much better condition to defend it 
than you arc, and infinitely fhore of what you 
are in tranfgrefling and prophaning the laws and 
religion of our country. We all know what 
was the end of Antigonus the fon of Arifto- 


that God will deal with them after the like 
manner: But this is quite another cafe: for 
the Affyrian compounded for a fum of money 
to fave this city; and then broke his oath, and 
fet fire to the temple: whereas the Romans 
only demand a ycarly tribute ; and no moré 
neither than what our fathers pay’d to their 
tathets, Let this be made good to them, 
and the temple and city have nothing to 
fear: but you fhall enjoy your families, 
your liberties, and your eftates ; with the 
free exercife of your religion, and under 
the regulation of your own laws. You muft 
be mad to imagine that God will treat tyrants 
and murderers; and men of moderation and 
juftice; all alike; efpecially when punifhment 
and vengeance are but the work of a moment 
to the Almighty. 

Tue Affyrians, you fee, were deftroy’d the 
firft night they came before the town; and if 
it had been the will of God to fet the one frec, 
and to chaftife the other, he would have pour’d 
down his wrath upon the Romans, as he did 
upon the Affyrians: either when Pompey firft 


bulus; in whofe reign, the Jews were punifh’d | forced Jerufalem; or Sofius, after him; or 
with another judicial captivity for the fins of | when Vefpafian harrafs’d Galilee ; or now at 


the pcopte. 


And did not Herod the fon of 


laft upon the attack of Titus. Bur neither 


Antipater likewife befiege Jerufalem with the | Pompey, nor Sofius, met with any fignal op- 


affiftance of Sofius a Roman general, and at 
the head of a Romanarmy? After fix months 


' pofition from heaven; and they both fucceed~ 
,¢d in their enterprizes upon the place. 


As for 


the town was reduc’d, and fack’d by the ene- | Vefpafian, he advanced himfelf to the empire 
my, asthe juft judgment-upon the party for | upon the credit of the war he made upon us. 


their iniquities. 

Here is enough faid to fhew that this way 
of arms and fi¢ges, hath beer ever fatal to 
eur brethren; and that the end of fuch a war 
would be certain ruin. And therefore it feems 
reafonable to me, that thofe that are in pof- 
fetfion of this holy place, fhould entirely re- 
mit themfelves to the conduct of God’s 
providence ; who will never be wanting to 
them that ferve him, and keep his command- 
ments. But you for your parts lead yourlives 
in a direé&t oppofition to his holy will, in lea- 
ving undone what you are commanded to do, 
and in doing what you are torbidden. How 
much haye you more to anfwer for, than thofe 
zhat you have feen taken off by a vindictive 
juftice in the career of their wickednefs! As 
tor the fecret fins of theft, fraud, treachery, 
and adultery, you look upon them as trifles, 
and not worth the {peaking of. But you value 
yourfelves uponoppreffion, murder, and other 
tins of the firft magnitude, that were hardly 
ever heard of before. Nay, and you have 
made the holy temple itfelf the fcene of your 
wickednefs; a place fo facred, that the Ro- 
mans themfelves have a veneration for it, nor- 
withftanding the inconfiftencies of their reli- 
gion with ours. And yet this place, that the 
very Romans have fo great a reverence for, is 
polluted and blafphem’d by thofe who have 
been train’d up tothe temple worfhip. With 
what face now can you pretend to expect af- 
fiftance from a power that you have fo impi- 


And whatdo you think of almoft a miracle, 
wrought in favour of Titus ? Siloa, you know, 
and other fountains without the city, were 
drawn fo low before Titus came hither, that 
water was hardly tobe got for money; but 
fince his arrival here, the fprings are grown 
fo full again, that there is faificiene for the 
Romans, to all manner of purpofes: and not 
only for themfelves, and their cattle, but for 
the gardens too. ‘The famething happen’d at 
the time when the king of Babylon, before 
mentioned, march’d up to jerufaiem with his 
army; took the town and city, and laidthem 
both in afhes: now this prodigy was the fore- 
runner of that ruin and conflagration. Not 
that I take the wickednefs of thofe days to 
have been comparable to that of the prefent 
age: but it looks as if God had abandon’d his 
own houfe and people in favour of the enemy.- 
Make it the cafe now of the mafter of the 
houfe, and a vicious and debauch’d family. If 
he be a virtuous man, he'll fhift his quarter, 
and never endure to be under the roof with 
thatfort of people. How can youimagine then, 
that God will countenance your abominations? 
an all-feeing God, that fearches the priyacies 
of your hearts, and reads your thoughts in 
their veryconception? But alas! you have no 
privacies at all, no referves; but make your 
yery enemies the confidents of all you do. You 
live in a kind of competition who fhall be the 
lewdeft, and value yourfelves upon an often- 
tation of your wickednefs. 
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But God is not inexorable to thofe that God is merci- 
confefs their mifdoings, and truly repent ; ful to the 
which is the courfe that you muft take, if ever Pemcent: 


oufly provok’d ? But you cake it for granted that 
you are juft, humble and righteous; and your 


hands as clean as our king’s were, when he 
ftretch’d them out to implore fuccour from 
heaven againft the Affyrian, and when the re- 
turn of his prayer was, the next night, the 
utter ruin of the enemy’s army, Now if you 
wilk have it that the Romans behave them- 
felves as the Affyrians did, you may expe& 


you hope for mercy, Wherefore caft away 
your arms; let your hearts bleed for the judg- 
ments you have brought upon your country. 
Do but look well about you, and confider the 
{weetnefs of the place, the glory of the city, 
and the majefty of the temple that you are now, 

about, 
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and fome again ftay’d the baking of it; ac- 
cording as they were: miore or lefs prefs’d by 
hunger or danger. There was no fuch thing 
as the ceremony of fetting or fpreading a ta- 
ble ; but happy was he that could fnatch a bit 
fromi the coals betwixt raw and roafted. Never 
fo miferable a calamity; or fo lamentable and 
horrid a fpeétacle ; where the ftrongeft ftill 
far’d beft, and the weaker had nothing more 
to do than to bemoan their misfortunes: 
ftarving being certainly of all deaths the 
moft deplorable, as it tdkes away all fenfe of 
* fhame, cendernefs, arid reipect. Wives force’d 
away the meat out of the very mouths of their 
husbands; children did the like by thcir pa- 
rents 5 arid what was yet more barbarous, mo- 
thers by their infants; taking’ away from 
them, as they lay languithing in their arms, 
the very laft fupport of life : and this could 
not be done fo privately neither, but fome bo- 
dy or other was ftill at hand to take away that 
from théni again which they had taken from 
others. Wherever they faw a houfe fhut up, 
they concluded thére was cating in that houfe ; 
and prefently forcing the doors, they tore the 
meat téeady chew’d out of the very throats of 
the people, juft as they were about to fwallow 
it, though to the hazard of choaking them. 
‘They had no mercy either forage or fex; but 
beat the old men that offer’d to defend what 
provifion they had got, and drage’d the wo- 
men by the hair; for endeavouring cither to 
keep or to'¢onceal any thing: Neither did 
fucking childten efcape any better; but they 
were torn away from the mother’s breafts, and 
dafh’d againft the ground: fo that infancy and. 
grev hairs had the fame quarter, 'There could: 
hardly be a more unpardonable affront, when 
any of thefe freebooters were abroad upon ad- 
iventure, than for him that was purfu’d to out- 
run his purfuer, and to cat his own bread be- 


But John and Simon, and thcit companions, | fore the other could come up. They fpar’d 
‘for no manner of cruelty, provided they might 


clapt a ftri& guard upon the pafles, and took | fF ¢ i 
as much care to keep the citizens from going | but get fomething to ftay their ftomachs: as 
out, as the Romans from coming in: fo that 
the leaft fufpicion, or prétence of a fufpicion, 
Was enough to take dway any man’s lite that 
they thought fit to fufpect: And it was all 
one to the rich whether they ftay’d or attemp- 
ted to fly: for they that had any thing to lofe, 
were fure to fall under a jealoufy; and that 
jealoufy was death. : a 

Tue rage of the faction, and the pinch of 
the famine encreafed daily; and when there 
was nocorn any lohger in fight, they broke 
open houfes for it. If they found any upon the 
fearch,.the owners were feverely handled for 
denyitig it; or, if none, they were put to the 
torture to difcover their ftores. Nay, they 
drew inferences of guilt from the vety bodies 
of the miferable ; and to be hail and found, 
was made an argument of private ftores and 
plenty. The confumptive-were difpatch’d out 
of hand; though no need, one would think, 
of putting them to a violent death, who were 
ready to die for want of bread. ‘There were 
feveral of the better fort that fold all they had 

- in the world for 2 bufhel of wheat ; and others 


about to betray, with the incftimable mafs of 
treafure that is chere depofited, in donatives, 
and oblations from all parts of the world. Can 
any man have the heart now to think of expo- 
fing thefe magnificent curiofities to fire and 
pillage? or of feéing thofe excellencies de- 
ftroy’d, which of all things under the ftin are 
beft worth the preferving ? If you were not 
harder, and more infenfible than ftones, this 
refle€tion would move you; or, if ndthing elfe 
will work upon you, bethink yourfelves of 
your parents; your wives, your children, and your 
families,that are at this inftant upon the brink of 
perifhing, cither by famine or by the fword. It 
will be faid perhaps, becaufe I have a wife of 
my own, amotherand a family, (of fome cre- 
dit formerly) concern’d in'the common hazard, 
that it is for their fakes, and my own intereft, 
Jofeph's ge- that I give thiscouncil. But if either the fa- 
nerous re"s~ crificing of their lives, or mine, or both, may 
eee conduce to your fafety, I am ready to déliver 
fountry. them up all, upon condition that you will be 
wifer, and honefter, when we are gone. 































Trs difcourfe of Jofeph drew teats from 
His own eyes; but the faétions were not one 
jot foften’d with it, neither did they judge it 
fafe at any raté to clofe with the Romans: bur, 
on the contrary, the comimon fort were ftag- 
ger’d atit, and made it their biifinefs too, 
how to fave themfelves by flight. ‘To this 
end, they fold what they had that was valua- 
ble, though at eafy rates, and fwallow’d the 
gold for fear of being robb’d upon the way: 
by which means they fupply’d theimfelves with 
neceflaries whenthey got overtothe Romans; 
‘Titus, inthe meantime, leaving the ftragglers 
at liberty to go whither they would. And this 
difcharge was ftill a greater encouragement to 
their efcape; for they got clear of the city 
broils without being flaves to the Romans. 


the putting of people to exquifite pains in their 
private and moft fenfible. parts; thrufting: up 
pointed fticks into their bodies, and other fach 
like tormients,not to be mentioned without hor- 
‘ror: and all this forthe difcovery; pcrhaps 
but of one fingle loaf of bread, or an handful 
of flour that they had conceal’d. And their 
tormentors were not hufgry neither; for the 
tyranny would have been more pardonable, if 
they could have pleaded neceffity in their ex- 
‘cufe. But this was purely a wanton piece of 
‘inhumanity, when they were victualed them- 
felves with fix days provifion before-hand. 
Somé poor wretches, that had given the Ro- 
man guards the flip, and crept out of the town 
(by night for hérbs and fallad, had the ill hap 
to fall into their hands when they thought 
themfelves out of alldanger ; where they were 
ftripp’d of all they had, and glad at laft, af- 
ter a thoufand importunitiés and prayers, on- 
ly for part of their own again, for which they 
had run fo great a hazard, to compound for 
their lives. This was the treatment they re- 
ceiv’d from the common foldiers; but perfons 

for the fame proportion of bar- |of quality were catry’d to the ufurpets them- 
— Ora dice fhutting ap cheniclves, with felves: fome of them put to death for treafon, 
their purchafe, in fecret hiding-holes,. fome ; and a -defign of betraying the city to rhe Ro- 
fell to feeding on the corn without grinding, |mans, upon the teftimony of falfe witneffes 5 
RL ence 


* See Spanheim’s notes upon Callimachus, p. 78. 7 
an 
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and this was itill one of the articles, that they 





had a mind to go over to the enemy. Thoie | confidcring there did not pais a day wherein pees 
oe oN > - e aly . , me SOW EL 
that Simon had pillag’d were carry’d to John, | they did not take at leaft five hundred Jews Gefence 


The barning 


of che 


city 








The mifers- 
ble diftrers of 
the Jous. 


‘Tortur's aud of begging quarter. 


crucify’d in 
the fight of 
the befieged 


and John’s prifoners to Simon, as if they had 
been quaffing healths onc to another, and fhar- 
ing their carcatles betwixt them. ‘They were 
divided, in fine, who fhould be uppermoft 5 
but pericctly well agreed in the methods of 
their tyranny and ufurpation. They went 
halves in their robberies, and he was reckon’d 
the greater knave of the two that cozen’d his 
companion of any part of his moiety in the 
booty, to which they were both equally en- 
titled. 

It would be endlefs to run through the 
hiitory of their iniquitics; but to comprize all 
ina little, I am verily perfuaded, that there 
never Was fo miferable a city, or fo barbarous 
2 people, upon the face of the earth : in fine, 
the betcerto palliate their inhumanity to ftrang- 
ers, they revil’d the very nation of the He- 
brews, and own’d themfelves (as in truth 
they were) tor a company of flaves and fcoun- 
drels, vagabonds and baftards. In the con- 


_ clufion, they laid the city in rubbifh and ashes ; 
“nay, and the burning of the temple was ef- 


fectually their aét too, both in the hattening 
of it, and by the forcing of Titus, even againit 
his inclination, upon thofe extremities. As 
the upper town was in a flame, the Romans 
gave many inftances of a generous compaffion, 
(as will be feen hereafter) but not fo much as 
a figh, or a tearto be heard of among the Jews, 
But of this tarther in its proper place, with 
remarks upon the whole matter. 








CHAP. XIL 


The Fees miferatly tortured and crucifyd. Titus 
fevere in bis own defence. Scandals caft upon 
the Romans. The Fews hard and refolute. 
The Romans raife four mighty works. The 
Gecus fet fire to the bulwark. Simon attempts 
the cther mounts. brave adtion of three Fews. 
The Romans beaten from their works. Death 
without mercy for a Roman to quit his poft. A 
blosdy fight upon mounting the engines. Titus 
begins to dcf{pair of carrying bis point. 

LT TITUS, all this while, ply’d his works 

daily; but not without lofs of men from 
the walls. It was the Jews prattice to fteal 
out the night, and look abroad for provifions ; 
and not without fome foldiers among them, 
that could not get wherewithal in the city to 
an{wer their neceffities. Thefe people were 
moft of them poor, and durft not defert for 
tear of having their wives and thcir childrens 
throats cut that they left behind. WNeither 
durit they take their families along with them 
for fear of difcovery. Titus being aware of 
thefe difficulties, ordered out a detachment of 
horfe to way-lay the Jews in the vallies. 

Hunger had made them defperate, and fo ven- 

turing out, they fell into the enemy’s am- 

bufhes. When they found themfelves befct, 
they were than forced to fight upon neceffity, 
for fear of fome punifhment worfe than death 
itfelf; befide that it was now too Jate to think 

Tn fhort, they were maf- 

ter’d; and after expofing them to all manner 

of tortures, they were crucify’d in the fight of 
the befieged. “Titus was not at all pleas’d 


a A 


pritoners : but he did nor find it fafe, cither 
to diicharge fo many obftinate prifoners that 
he had now at mercy, or to {pare men enough 
to look after them from the fervice of the 
army: belide the hope he had, that the 
terror of fuch an example might move them 
to bethink themfelves, left ix fhould come to 
be their own cafe. Vhey were all crucify’d, 
but in feveral ways and poftures: fome, 
to exprefs their rage; others, their ha- 
tred; and fome again, their mockery and con- 
tempt: buc the number of the prifoners was fo 
great, that they wanted room for more crof- 
fes, and croffes. for the bodies. And fo far 
was the horror of this execution from foftening 
the faétion, that, as they ordered the matter, 
it wrought a clear contrary effeét by the help 
of this invention. The friends and relations 
of the fugitives, and. thofe that had but the 
leaft inclination to a peace, were drage’d out 
to the walls, to fhew them what they were to 
truft to that went over. to the Romans 3; 
tively maintaining all the while, that the men 
they faw in chains were not prifoners of war, 
but deferters, that fued for mercy. This de- 


vice kept a great many.from.deferting, till che quarter. 


truth came to be known 3 though fome there 
were that immediately flipt away to the enemy 
to avoid ftarving, which they look’d upon‘as 
incomparably the more miferable death of the 
two. 

Titus, upon this, caufed feveral of his 
prifoners hands to be cut off, and fo fent them 
away to Johnand Simon, in fucha plight, thar 
they might neither look like deferters, nor be 
taken for fuch; adyifing them at the fame time 
to put an end to the war, without forcing him 
upon the deftrucétion of the city; for it was 
not yet too late, upon a feafonable fubmiifion, 
to preferve their lives, their country, and their 
temple, entirelyto themfelves. But Titus ad- 
vane’d. his works ali this while; quickening 
and encouraging the workmen, being refolved 
very fuddenly to follow his words with ef. 
feéts, and to gain his point by force, --which 
he could not compafs by reafon and perfua- 
fion. An 


Tue Jews, in the-mean time, ‘cafting out a The obftinars 
thoufand curfes from the walls, againit both malice and 


Vefpafian and Titus, declared one and all their’ 
contempt of death, and how much their liber- 
tics were dearer to them than their-lives: and 
that, provided they might:plapue the Romans, 
they car’d not -what became either of them- 
{elves or of their country; which Titus told 
them, were in danger‘to;perifh. ‘And. as for 
their temple, they leok’d upon the world to 
be much the more magnificent ftruéture of; the 
two; or however, they.made no doubg bute 
God would take care of his own houfe; and 
upon him they depended for prote€tion, in.de- 
{pite of all their threatnings, which God would 
never fuffer to take place. This was the fub- 
ftance of theix outragious and unmannerly 
reply. - , 

Anrtiocuus Epiphanes was by this time 
come up, attended with atrain of armed troops 3 
having one company, among the reft, of ftout 
young fellows for his guard, all about the fame 
age 5 accoutred and train’d up after the Mace- 
dorian way; from whence they took the sata 

2 ° 


_pofi- Prifoners of 
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‘was one Jeptheus of Garfis, a city of Galilee; A glorious’ 
Megaffarus, a doméftick of queen Mariamne’s ; *<tion of 
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of Macedonians: not for their birth, neither 
did the greater part of them an{wer the cha- 








three Jews. 


racter of that people. Of all the princes that 
were ever fubjeéted to the Roman empire, the 
king of Camagena was undoubtedly the moft 
proiperous and fuccefsful, for the former part 
of his life; but in his latter days his fortune 
forfook him, and verify’d the old faying, “‘ That 
** no man is to be pronoune’d happy before his 
“© death.””, He had a fon of a martial enter- 
prizing fpiric ; of a robuft body, and bold to 
the degree of rafhnefs. ‘This fon of his was 
faying one day, .that he wonder’d the Romans 
ftood trifling before the walls at that rate, and 
did not rather pufh it to an attack. Titus an- 
fwer’d him with a fmile, that the way was 
epen to any man that had a mind to’t, The 
word was no fooner out, but Antiochus led up 
his Macedonians ro the aflaulet, and gave proof 
both of his valour and conduét in the manage- 
mentof the action: but his followers however 
were almoft all of them kill’d, or. wounded ; 
having made fuch boafts before-hand what 
wonders they would do, that they could not 
in honour quit the undertaking. This gave the 
young mento underftand, thatthe Macedonian 
courage would never do the bufinefs without 
Alexander’s fortune : fo that they were fore’d 
to quit the attempt, and bring off the remain- 


and one of Adiabena,. the fon of Nabateus, 
who from: a misfortune he had was called 
Agiras; which fignifieslame: thefe three men, 


with torches in their hands, flew direétly to - 


the machines ; and breaking through the ene- 
mies troops, with no more concern than if they 
had been among their friends, fet fireto them; 
and in defpite of all oppofition, with darts 
and arrows, they purfu’d their defign till their 
engines were all in a flame. Thefe were re- 
puted three of the braveft men that, appear’d 
in that war. : 

. Upon the mounting of the fire, the Ro- 
mans difpatch’d away a detachment from the 
camp to the relief of their companions; but 
the Jews, in the meantime, pour’d their fhot 
upon them from the walls; and without any 
regard to their own lives or perfons, fought it 
ouc hand to hand with thofe that were endea- 
vouring to put a ftop tothefire. The Romans 
did all they could to fave their rams ; the co- 
vers of them being confumed already: and thé 
Jews ventur’d into the very flames to hinder 
them 5 and would not let go theirhold, though 
the iron-work of them was burning hot. The 
fire paffed from thence to the ramparts; and 
there was no help for ir. 


Upon this, the Ro- The Romans 


mans finding themfelves- cncompafied with beaten from 
flames, and no hope left them of faving the their works; 
works, withdrew intotheircamp. The Tew soot eae 
had fo many enforcements out of the city, that ftroy’d. 

the encreafe of their number made them more 


and more preffing and inconfiderate ; infomuch, 


der of their men as well as they could. 
The Romans _ It was upon the twelfth of zhe month 
raife four ™ Artemifius, that the Romans began the plat- 
mighty works forms formerly mention’d; and upon the nine 
ip veventeen and twentieth that they finifh’d-them,, after 
a feventeen days hard labour; for there were four 


of them in all, and they were mighty works. 
‘There was one toward Antonia, that was rais’d 
by the fifth legion; over againft the middle, of 
the Struthian pool: there was another. caft up 
by the twelfth legion, within twenty cubirs of 


that in the heat of theirfuccefs, they advanced 
to the very campitfelf, and attack’d the guards. 
Now the office of -thefe guards, according to 
the rule of the Roman difcipline,, wasto do 
duty by turns, and relieve one another; and 


| not a man of them, upon pain of death with- Death for a 


the former. The tenth legion, (which was 2 
out mercy, to quit his poft, under any, colour Roman.to 


more corifiderable than the other two) threw par 
quit his poft. 
~ 


up another work to the north, over againft the 
pool call’d Amygdalon; and at thirty cubits 
diftance trom the laft was a fourth mount, 
ereéted by the fifteenth legion, not far from 
the monument of John the high-prieft. 
Tuese works were no fooner up and per- 
feéted, but John caufeda mine to be wrought 
under that which look’d toward Antonia, and 
feveral wooden props to be fet up all along 
the trench, to keep the weight of the earth 
above from falling ; dawbing the wood-work 
with a bituminous matter that would take 


The Jews fet lame immediately.. So that John had now no 


more to do, but to fet fire to the pillars; 
which when the props were gone, brought 
down the whole bulwark with a moft hideous 
noife. There was no fire to be feen at firtt, 
but only a fmothering duft and fmoke, till the 
flame at lait broke thorough all oppofition, 
and fhew’d itfelf This was fo aftonifhing a 
furprize tothe Romans, that it put them to 
their wits end to receive fuch a bafile, when 
they made themfelves fure of their point. Nei- 
ther was it toany perpofe to think of quench- 
ing the fire, when their ramparts were gone. 
Ix was but two days after, this that Simon 


whatfoever. Thefe people having this charge 
beforc-hand, citherto fall like men of honour, 
or to fuffer an infamous death as deferters, 
they made a generous refiftance, . and brought 
feveral of thofe back again, betwixt neceflicy 
and fhame, that had abandon’d their ftation ; 
and with their engines, put a ftop to the ex- 
curfions of the Jews from the city, ‘They 
made their fallies without any guard-or de- 
fence for their own fecurity ; fighting-all they 
met, ata venture, and cafting themfelves like 
madmen upon the very points of the enemies 
pikes, and falling in pell-mell among them. 
The Jews, in fine, gain’d more upon the Ro- 
mans by a rafh hardinefs, than by pure cour- 
age: and the Romans, on the other hand, 
gave way rather to the ourageous boldnefs of 
the Jews, than for the apprehenfion of any mif- 
chief they could do them.. - 

Titus, at his return from Antonia,, where 
he had been to find out a commodious ground 
for advancing his attacks, gave the foldiers a 
fevere rebuke,for fuffcring themfelves after the 
gaining of theenemy’s works, to be diftrefs’d 
in their own, and in a manner befieg’d by 
thofe that were no better than prifoners' them—- 


A fharp 


tempts the o- 


: : . Titus, upo i ith : i he 
ther mounts, 22d his people made an attempt upon the other | felves. . Titus, upon this, with fome of his cponabe ein 


mounts ; where the Romans had already plant-" choice troops, furrounded the Jews, and mounting of 


ed their rams, and began to batter, There | charged them inthe flank ; while they, onthe the en- 
-- 53 as * : gines. 
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other fide, maintain’d their ground with a 
wonderful refolution, Upon the cngagement 
of the two bodies, it rats’d fuch a duit and 
clamour, that there was nothing diftinétly to 
be cither feen or heard; and neither friend 
nor foe to be known afunder: neither were 
the Jews thus obttinate out of any confidence 
in cheir own ftrength; but out of defpair of 
fatety; while the Romans were fo enrag’d, 
on the other fide, betwixt the nicety of mili- 
tarv honour, and the paffion they had for the 
perfon of the cmperour, which was then in 
danger, that if the Jews had not retreated in- 
to the town juft asthey did, they had un- 
doubtedly been all cut to pieces: but ftill the 
lofs of their bulwarks went to the heart of the 
Romans; and to find it the work but of one 
hour to deftroy what had been fo long a raif- 
ing. This difappointment, together with the 
difmounting of their engines, put them out of 
all hope of ever gaining the place. 








CHAP. XIUt 





the reputation of the Romans, together with 
the fafety of the army, be provided for, both 
inone, difpatch is yet to be prefer’d to glo- 
ry : but the fure way to do the thing at laft, 
with caution and expedition, muft be by run- 
ning a wall quite round the city. By this 
means all excurfions will be prevented, and 
the Jews either fore’d to deliver up the place 
in the depth of their defpair, or weaken’d by 
the pinch of their neceffities, into an incapaci- 
ty of defending themfelves: whereas other- 
wife, the difpute will be endlefs. ‘* But this 
** fhall not hinder me, fays Titus, from giv- 
ing orders for the repairing the works; ef- 
pecially when the weaker part of thofe that 
are left, arc already fufficicnt to put a ftop 
to the courfes of the enemy. ‘This may be 
look’d upon perhaps as a project of infuper- 
able difficulty; but if ic had been lefs, ic 
would not have ftood with the dignity of 
the undertaker: neither are great things to 
be brought about without labour, but by 
the more immediate affiftance of an Almigh- 
ty power.” 
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Txtus made an end of.what he had to fay, Titus orders 
with an order to his officers immediately to the ereéting 
ferabout the erecting of this wall, and to en- eee 
ter upon it with a regular diftribution of the rown,and dit 
whole army into their proper ftations. ‘The pofing the 
word was no fooner given, but the foldicry whole army 
were all tranfported by a kind of divine im- inte thar 
pulfe into a generous emulation of outdoing ts 
one another: for after the meafuring of the 


Titus confults a council of officers. Sonze for pufb- 
ing it to a battle, fome for making good the 
vainparts others for intercepting provifions. 
Titus orders the running up of a wall: The 
courfe and compafs of it; ana this wall finifbed 
in three days. 

‘ X J] HILE things were in this pofture, Ti- 


Titus calls a 


couzcil of tus call’d a council of his chief officers | ground, and the dividing of the legions, the 
S30. , to advife him what todo. Some warm men | fame {pirit of competition ran through the 


cain bite, mong them were of opinion for a general af- 
fault, and falling on with the whole army; 
tor there had been nothing done as yet they 


wholebody. The common foldiers with their 
ferjeants, the ferjeants the like with their cap- 
tains, the captains with their colonels, the 


faid, but in-skirmifhes, and parties; and if it 
came once to a main battle, the Jews would 
never be able to ftand the dint of the very darts 
and arrows. The more confiderate part were for 
renewing and repairing their ramparts ; others 

having no works at all, but only watch- 
ing the victualers, and keeping the city from 
Provifions ; and fo committing the reft to the 
tamine, which would do the bufinefs of the 
fword without ftriking a blow. There is no 
beating of people out of their refolution that 
have a mind to die. Now Titus, ’tis true, 
thoughtit difhonourable to lie ftill at the head 
of a formidable army, altogether without ac- 
tion; and to fight with a people fo bent upon 
their own deftruction, a great piece of folly 
and imprudence. As for the ere€ting of new 
works, he found it morally impracticable for 
want of materials; and fo, for the watching 
of all paffengers, to fecure the avenues; for 
it was not a thing to be done, in regard both 
of the compafs of the town, and the difficul- 
ties of the places: or, ifthe high-ways were 
all block’d up, the Jews would yet find out 
other private conveyances in cafe of neceffiry ; 
and by the advantage of knowing all the fecret 
paflages, leading to and from the city; fo 
that if the Jews fhould find out means of 
conveying relief into the city by ftealth, ic 
would but protraét the fiege, and leffen the 


eta 
an 


honour of the victory by the delay. Or let it: 


be granted now, thatallthis may be done, and 





colonels with their licutenant-generals, and 
all in fubordination to Titus; who was fo in- 
tent upon his bufinefs, that he never mifs’d a 
day of taking a round and viewing the whole 
work. 


Tirus began this wall at a place called the The courfe 
Affyrians camp, where he himfelf had his of the wall. 


uarter. He carried it forward to the lower 
Genopolis, and fo by the way of Cedron ta 
mount Olivet, which he enclos’d on the fouth 
as far asthe rock Periftereon; together with 2 
neighbouring hill that overlooks the vale of 
Siloah. From thence he turn’d his point a 
lirtle to the weftward, and fo onto the valley 
of the fountain. He took his way next to 
the fepulchre of Ananus the high-~prieft ; and 
fo enclofing the mountain where Pompey had 
formerly ericamp’d, he return’d to the north- 
ward, and pafs’d on to a village called Ere- 
binthonicus; took in Herod’s fepulchre to- 
ward the eaft, and there joined'‘one end of the 
wall to the other where he began. 


‘Tue compafs of this wall was nine and The compas 
* thirty furlongs; thirteen forts built on the of it. 


outfide of it, and every fort ten -} furlongs a+ 
bout. But the moft incredible part of the fto~ 
ry was the finifhing of an enclofure in three 
days, which might well have taken as many 
months. Upon the perfeGting of this work, 
there were guards pofted in ‘all the forts, that 
did duty every night under theirarms. Titus 
went the firft round himfelf, Tiberius Alex- 


* Thirty nine furlongs amounted to four miles, three quarters and half quarter, and eighty.two-geometrical paces 


and an half, Englith meafure. 


+ Ten furlongs amounted to an Englifh mile and quarter, and fifteen geometrical paces. 


2 ander 


The wall &- 
nifh’d in 
three days. 


Book Vi. 





The difmal 
ravage of a 
devouring 
famine. 








ander the fecond, and the commanders of le- 
gions the third. ‘The foldiers and the watch 
fiept by turns ; but keeping a continual guard 
in the caftles all night, 








CHAP. XIV. 


The miferable diftreffes of a devouring famine. 
The Romans make ofientation of their plenty, to 
enflame the envy of the Fews. Four ramparts 
raifed at Antonia larger than the former. 


P E ~HE fhutting up of the Jews inthe town 

put them to the utmott degree of def- 
pair; for the famine was now fo outrageous, 
that it {wept away whole families. The houf- 
es were ftrew’d with the carcafles of women 
and children, and the narrow lanes with the 
bodies of old men that lay dead there, young 
men walked the ftreets like fo many ghoits. 
There was no fuch thing as burying the dead : 
fome wanted ftrength to do the office ; others 
wanted will, as being difcouraged, partly by 
the great number of them, and partly in re- 
gard they did not know but their own turn 
might be next. Some there were that expir d 
themfelves in the very act of burying others; 
and fome againhaftened away to their graves 
before their time, to make fure of a refting 
place while they were yet living, And yet 
in the depth of all this mifery, there was not 
heard fo much as one groan or outcry 5 but all 
other paffions were ftifled in the pain of a tor- 
menting hunger. ‘Thofe that dy’d laft, flood 


gazing with dry eyes, and ghaftly looks, up- 


on thofe that were out of their pain before 
them. The city was‘ all wrapt up ina pro- 
found filence, and heaps of dead bodies piled 
together up and down in the night. But the 
mott deplorable part of the ftory, was the in- 
folence and brutality of the free-booters: in- 
fomuch that the famine itfelf was nothing to 
it. ‘They broke into houfes, which at that 
time were no better than charncl ~houfes ; 
ftript the dead to their very skins, and then 
made themfelves fport with their nak(Gnefs ; 
trying the temper of their fwords upon the bo- 
dies of the miferable wretches as they lay half 
dead. If any man called for a hand or a 
fword, to difpatch him out of the way, and de- 
liver him from the mifery of the faminc, he 
was repulfed with an infenfible cruelty and 
negleét. As they cameto the point of death, 
they ftill clos’d their eyes toward the temple; 
and it went even then to the hearts of them to 
leavethefe wretched mifcreants yet among the 
living, that had fo lewdly prophan’d that ho- 
ly place. When they were nowno longer able 
to endure the putrid corruption of the dead 
bodies, order was given to have them all in- 
terred at the publick charge : but for want of 
room to difpofeof them, thefe impious mon- 
fters caft them down head-long from the walls 
into the vallies; which was fo horrid a {pec- 
tacle, that Titus, upon taking the round of 
the place, finding the ditches fo filled and an- 
noyed with rotten carcafles and peftilential 
vapours, . ftretched out his hands to heaven 
in an appeal to Almighty God, that he had no 


. hand in making it fo. ‘This was the ftate and 


difpofition of the city at that time. 


* Ninety furlongs amounted to eleven Englith miles and a quarter, and an hundred thirty five geometrical ae 
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Wutte the faétion was now fo coopr up 
within their walls, that there was no ftirring 
out of the towns; befide the double mortifi- 
cation they endur’d of famine and deifpair; 
the Romans at the fame time, pafs’d their days 
merrily, and at eafe, in an abundance of all 
forts of neceffary provifions, out of Syria, and 
the néighbouring provinces ; infomuch that fe= py. Romans 
veral of the Romans, out of an invidious of make anof= 
tentation of their ftores, came up to the very tentation of . 
walls, to irritate and infulc the wants orf the their plenty, 
one fide, with expofing the plenty on the o- aoa 
ther. But ail wrought nothing upon the in= thei? extream 
fenfible hearts of the feditious ; infomuch that neceflities, 
Titus, in pure compatfion to the remainder of 
a miferable people, refolved to go on immedi- 
ately with cafting up new works afrefh, and 
haftening the difpatch as faft as hc could. The 
only difficulty was the providing of whére- 
withal to carry it forward; for the wood 
near the city was all cut down already for the 
former works and deftroy’d, fo thatthey were 
now forced to fetch all their timber for a f{e- 
cond fupply at ninety * furlongs diftance 
from the place; and there were four ramparts Four ram- 
erected at the fortrefs Antonia larger than the parts erected 
former. ‘Titus loft no time, and having the @! Antonia, 
faGtion now at mercy, he gave them to undere gttemer” 
ftand asmuch. But they went on ftill with- 
out the leaft fign of remorfe, and with as lit- 
tle regard to their own bodies and fouls, as if 
they had been the bodies and fouls of other 
people: for the dead they tore to pieces like 
dogs, and choak’d up the fick and languifh- 
ing in prifons. 








CHAP. XV. 


Matthias recommends Simon to the city. Simon 
murders him in requital, by the hand of Ana- 
nus the worft of men. Ananias put to deaths 
Fudas in a plot to deftroy Simon. Simon fur- 
prizes the town. Fofeph wounded, and report 
ed tobe kill’d. Titus vefcues him, and.he re~ 
covers. Lhe Fews {wallow their gold. Two 
thoufand of their bellies ript up in one nights 
Titus tranfported at fo horrid an outrage. The 
Jove of money is the firongeft of all appetites. 


W HEN Simon had firft put Matthias to Matthias 
the torture, he put him afterwards to brings Simen 

death; and this was the requital he made for into the city. 
getting him admicted into the city. This 
Matthias was the fon of Boethus, a prieft, in 

high efteem with the people, and no man ge- 
nerally better belov’d. ‘The Jews were hard- 

ly ufed (it feems) by the Zelotes; and upan 

John’s joining with them, Matthias moved the 

calling in of Simon to their affiftance; but 
without any caution, or conditions, or any 
bargain betore-hand whatfoever, not appre- 
hending. any treachery from him. Simon had 

no fooner made himfelf mafter of the town, 

but he treated Matthias as one of the greateft 
enemies he had, and imputed the advice he 

gave for the opening of the ports, to grofs 
fimplicity, and over-fight: fo that upon this, 

he was arraign’d and accus’d for holding in- 
telligence with the Romans, and a fentence of 

death pafs’d upon the father, and his‘ th¥ee 

fons, (the fourth having made his efcape to 


the 
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Simonin re- 
quizal puts 
Matthias to 
the torture, 
and then 
murdershim 
upon the bo- 
dies of his 
three tons. 


Ananus, the 
vileft of msn, 
the execu- 
tioner. 








the Romans) without fo muchas hearing what 
he hud to tay for himfclf. The only tavour 
this venerable old man had to defire of Si- 
men, in return for the obligation of letting 
him into the town, was, chathe himielimight 
dic firft; but Simon refufed that grace, and 
commanded the father to be lait executed, to 
keep him fo much the longer in pain. Mat- 
thias, in the conclution, was put to death up- 
on the bodies of his fons, and in the fight of 
the Romans, according to Simon’s order to 
Ananus, the fon of Bamadus, the moft inhu- 
man miicreant Simon had about him. Neither 
did he content himfelf barely to execute the 
derettable fentence; but in a trolick of info- 
lence, and derifion, when he was juft upon 
the point of ftriking the ftroke, “ You would 
“ fain have gone over to the Romans, fays 
“he to Matthias, and Ict them bring you off 
‘S nowifthey can.’ Butinthorr, to contum- 
mute the inhumanity, the bodies were all re- 
rufed burial, by the {pecial command of Si- 
mon himfeltr. 

Tuere was alfo Ananias a prieft, the fon 
of Masbalus, nobly defcended ; and Arifteus, 
@ mative of Ammaus, and fecretary to the 
ecuncil ; who, with fifteen more of the prin- 
cipals of the people, were all put to death. 
The father of Joteph was alfo made a pri- 
foner, with a proclamation upon it, that no 
man fhould prefume to come at him upon 
pain of treafon. ‘Nay, it was made death al- 
fo, withoue eicher trial or mercy, but fomuch 
as to pity them. 

Ir fell out after this, that Judas, the fon 
of Judas, an officer of Simon’s, and a com- 
mander of one of the turrets, lamenting the 
brutal oppreifion of a miferable people, and 
alfo not torgetting in the firft place his own 
prefervation, took an occafion to confer with 
half a fcore of the truftieft friends he had, 
upon that fubjeét. “* How long, fays he, are 
‘* we to crouch under the burden of this ty- 
“* ranny, or what hope of fatety is there in 


* ter! We have {word and famine toencoun- 


ter, and the enemy as good as within our 
walis already ; Simon, of all men living 
the moft ungrateful. We live in a perpe- 
tual fear of punifhment from him; and the 
Romans, on the other hand, are mott cer- 
tainly men of taith and honour: fo that we 
have no more to do, but co deliver up the 
walls, and to preferve ourfelves, and our 
country, bcethin one. Neither has Simon 
any caufe ef complaint, only he fuffers a 
lictle fooner.”’ 

Woen the ten men were come to an agrec- 
ment, Judas betimes fent the remainder of 
his people feveral ways, for a blind to his 
defign; and about the third heur of the day, 
called cut to the Romans from the turret, 
and gave them to underftand the refolution 
they had taken: fome gave no heed to it ; 
ethers no credit; and fome again thought it 
not worth their while to mafter a place they 
might get without danger. By this time Ti- 
tus had drawn fome troops up to the wall 5 
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«. 

as 
ae 
ae 
ae 
+e 
ae 
ce 


ae 


but Simon, having got intelligence of the de- | 


fign, immediately furpriz’d the turret ; and Simon fur. 


killing the guard, in the very view of the Ro- 
mans, tumbled the bodies down the wall. 
While Jofeph was walking up and down there, 
and doing the Jews the beft offices he could 
by his interceffion and advice, it was his for- 
tune to be knock’d down with a ftone from 
the batelements: whereupon the Jews made 
a defperate fally, and had carry’d him off a 
prifoner, if Ticus, in that inftant, had not fent 
a party to his refcue. During this skirmifh, 
they got away Jofeph, before he was well 
come to himfelf again. ‘The faction took it 
to be as they with’d ic; and mightily over- 
joy’d they were in the belief that Jofeph was 
flain. ‘The rumour pafs’d for current through 
the city, and put the inhabitants into a dif- 
mal confternation, for the lofs of their me- 
diator and patron among the Romans. The 
tidings of Jofeph’s death being brought to his 
mother in prifon, fhe told her guards that fhe 
heard as much, and that fhe fhould never fee 
him more. Upon this occafion, the women 
condoled with her; and fhe herfelf deploring 
her own misfortune, that in bearing a fon, who, 
fhe hop’d, would have bury’d the mother, fhe 
was not now in condition to pay thofe funeral 
rites to her fon. But the mother was not 
long the worfe, nor the faction long the bet- 
ter, tor the miftake ofa falfe report. For the 
danger of Jofeph’s wound was quickly over 5 
and upon returning to his poft again, he gave 
them all to underitand, that, in a fhort time, 
they fhould pay dearly for what they had 
done : but ftill animating the people all along 
to return to their obedience. ‘The fight of 
Jofeph put his friends in countenance again, 
and caft as great a damp upon the hearts of 
the faction. i. 

In this extremity there were feveral defer~ 
ters went over to the Romans: fome leapt the 
wall, and made their efcape that way ; others 
got off under a colour of attacking the enemy 
with ftones, But inftead of avoiding one ca- 


the fervice of fo falfe, and fo cruel a maf- | lamity within the town, they fell intoa worfe 


without; and the furfeits they contracted in 
the canp, were much more mortal than the 
famine they Icft at home. For being empty 
with a long famine, and puffed up with a drop- 
fical diftemper, they could not come to their 
eating again, but by little and little, withouc 
danger of burfting : and the moft miferable 
part of the ftory is yet behind. 

Tuere was a fugitive furprized among the 
Syrians, in the very att of fearching for gold, 
that had been {wallow’d, and paffed thorough 
him, as I faid before: now the faction put all 
people to the fcrutiny; and there was fuch 
plenty of gold in the town, that twelve * At- 
ticks at prefent were as much worth as five 
and twenty heretofore. The fame of this dif- 
covery was prefently all over the camp, and 
that the Jews who deferred had conceal’d 
gold in their guts: whereupon, the Arabians 
and the Syrians ript up two thoufand of their 
bellies in one night for their treafure : which 
i take to have been the moft barbarous butchery 
the Jews ever fuffer’d. 


$$ errr 
* Admitting (which is molt probable) that the author here means an Attick drachmc, the value of twelve in filver 


amounted to fix fhillings and ten pence half farthing, and in gold to five pound nine fhillings and fix pence ; and of 


twenty five in filver to fourteen fhillings and three pence, and in gold to -eleven pounds eight fhillings and three 
half-pence erent money. This valuation is made from Dom Calmet’s tables, whom in thefe affairs we have 


chiefly follow i 
them at near one feventh higher. 


» tho’ it is the loweft rhat has been made by any author ; 


fome, of good authority, haying valued 


Titus 


prizes the 
wn. 


to 


Jofeph 
wounded 
with a ftone, 
and {aid to be 
kill’d, 

Titus refcues 
him, and he 
recovers, 


The Jews 
carry off gold 
in their guts. 


Upon this re- 
port two 
thoufand of 
their bellies 
were ript up 
in one night. 


—_—ne. ot rat te 


ooK VI. 





ne 





Titus rran- 
fported.to rhe 
highef de- 


gree. 


own people concern’d in the outrage, he enter’d 
into anangry expoftulation withthem upon the 
whole matter. “ Is it poffible, fays he, to 
** the Romans in the firft place, that any foldier 
of mine fhould be guilry of fo unmanly a 
cruelty, for a doubtful and uncertain ad- 
vantage, and not blufh at the thought of fo 
infamous and {candalous a purchafe?” And 
then again to his auxiliaries, “ Can you 
“ think it reafonable, fays he, that the info- 
** lencies, the murders, and the inhumanities 
*¢ of the Syrians and Arabians, in a foreign 
“¢ war, where they take all manner of licence, 
* fhould be imputed to the Romans, and 
“© the. malice of the,one laid at the others 
*€ door?” : 

Now Titus could not altogether excufe his 
own people, -and was fo tranfported at it, that 
he threatened death without mercy to any man 
that fhould prefume to commit any of thofe 
outrages over again: appointing the legions 
alfo at the fame time, to make a-ftriét-tearch 
after all fufpected perfons, and he himfelf 
would. have the hearing of the caufe. But a- 
varice will ftand all hazards. Befide that, 
cruel people are naturally covetous, and the 
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The love of 
money the 
moft power~ 
ful of all ap- 
petites. 


petites. 
fome cafes may be brought to hear reafon: 
but when a people are given up once to a fpi- 
rit of reprobation, the ordinary ways and means 
of fecurity turn to their deftruétion: and what 
Cefar fo feverely prohibited in publick, was 
neverthelefs executed upon the Jewifh defer- 
ters in fecret. Only their cuftom was,. upon 
any fugitives coming over, firft, to make {ure 
that none of the Romans fhouid be within 
fight, and then cut up the Jews bellies for 
the execrable booty : and when they had done, 
they found little more, in finc, than vain 
hopes: This horrid practice however frighted 


the Jews out of their defertions, and greatly’ 


reduced: the number of them whowere already’ 
come over to the Romans. 








CHAP. XVI. 

Sohn advances from pillage to facrilege. ‘The 
very race of the Fews rooted out. Six hundred 
thotfand dead bodies carry’d out of the city. 

Ww HEN the pillage fail’d, John advanced 

to facrilege; f{eizing to his own ufe fe- 


veral donatives and oblations, with divers ne- 
ceflary veffels for the fervice of God’s wor- 


From plun- 
éer John ad- 
¥ances to fa- 
crilege, 


* From the fourteenth of April to the frft of July. 
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Tivus was fotranfported atthe brutality of | fhip; as cups, difhes, tables, &c. 
this a€tion, that he had certainly order’d his 
horfe to furround them, and put every man of 
them to death with darts, that had a hand in 
it, if the number of the guilty had not becn fo 
much greater than that of the flain. Hereupon 
he called his officers together, as well Ro- 
mans as auxiliaries, and finding feveral of his 

















love of money is the moft infatiable of all ap-- 
Fear and precaution, ’tis true, it. 


699 
| ft to the very 
: Picces that Auguftus, and the emprefs, dedi- 
j cated to the honour of the holy temple ; which 
the Roman emperors had ever a great vene= 
ration and efteem for, though a Jew, at that 
time, had prophan’d it, and ftript it of the 
very bounties of ftrangets; encouraging his 
companions to take all manner of liberty with 
holy things: “ For ic was but reafon, he faid, 
“ that they, who fought for the temple, 
‘¢ fhould live by’t”, So that he made no 
feruple of diitributing among the pcople the 
holy wine and oil, that was referv’d in the in- 
ner part of the temple for facrifices: and as 
John made the diftribution, the multitude took 
their parts of it, drinking, and anointing, 
without any difficulty. My heartis full, and 
I cannot forbear giving it vent. I am per- 
fuaded, that if the Romans had delay’d the 
calling of thefe wicked people ro an account, 
this city would either have been drown’d, or 
{wallow’d up with an- earthquake, or have 
been deftroy’d with thunder ard lightning, 
like Sodom; the Jews being much the wick 
eder people of the two: infomuch, that for 
their ftubbornnefs and-iniquity,- the whole race 
of them. was rooted out. 

Ir would be endlefs to recount the feveral The race of 
inftances of their mifery. Manneus, the fon the Jews 
of Lazarus, -had the command of “ofié 6f the Footed out. 
city gates; and going over to Titus. he gave 
him this account: chat from the time of Titus’s 
encamping before the town (from the four 
teenth of * Xanthicus to the firft of Panemus) 
there pafs’d’ thorough: that | gate one hundred 
thonfand fifteen hundred and eighty déad bo-~ 
dies, arid this was no’ more than what fell to his 
fhare to take notice of, by Virtue ofa com miffion 
to that purpofe: betide what were bury’d by their 
-telations; thatis to fay, thrown out of the 
.city, having no other way of burial. After 
‘this, upoh the computation of. divers men of 
quality that deferred, there Were fix hundred Six hundred 
thoufand poor people éarry’d out of the gate; thoufand | 
‘befide others innumerable, that for want oro pale £ 
friends to carry theit carcaffes out of the city, the dity. 
_were pil’d in heaps, and fhot up in large houfes.. 

Wheat was by this time valued at a talent'+a 
ibufhel; and now fince the walling up of the 
‘town fo clofe, that they were cut off from all 
provifion, “to the value of a fingle fpire of 
igrafs, they were brought to that pinch of ex- 














'|;tremity,. that they were glad to rake vaults 
‘|.and'finks for faftenancé, and to feed upon ox- 


dung, and other naftinefs,. enough to tarn a 
body’s ftomach but to look upon it. ‘The bare 
-ftory ofthe calamity drew pity from their ver: 
enemics; but the faétion in the city, that both 
faw and felt their fufferings, were notfo much 
as fenfible that their own rebellious obftihacy 
had been the caufe of it.. But they were hur. 
ried on, under the fatality and impulfe of a 
blind infatuation, to the irreparable ruin both 
of themfelves and of the city. ao 


t The value of a Jewifh ralent in filver, which we oe to be-the talent here meant, amounted to three hundred 


and forry two pounds three fhillings and nine-pence of 
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glifh money. 
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CHAP. I. 


The fiate of Ferufalem, Front a civil war they advance to a foreign. A paradife turn’d into a defart. 
The Feus outdo the Romans. They attenpt the firing of their engines, but fail. Serufalem af- 
aulted. The Jews make a bold defence. The Romans fall to mining. Titus to his army. The 
Feus firm in ail extremes. Titus’s opinion of a future frate. An encouragement to his foldiers to do 
their duty. A callant aStion of Sabinus. 


HE ftate of Jerufalem was e- | infomuch that ftrangers could not forbcar weep- 
very day worfe and worfe; and | ing, to fee the difference betwixt the old Jeru- 
the faction ftill more and more | falem and the new. For the war had fo far 
fierce and turbulent, as they | defac’d the beauty and the glory of the place, 
grew more and more mifera-| that ic was hardly to be known again; and 
ble: the famine having now | people enquir’d for Jerufalem in the very hearc 

taken poffeffton of great and fmall, all alike.| of the city itfelf. 

It was a fad fpeétacle to fee how the ftreets Upon perfecting the mounts, the Jews and 
were cover’d With dead bodies, the air in-]| the Romans were both equally folicitous for 
feéted, and the very paflages choak’d up with} the event. The Jews were cither to deftroy 
carcafies that were trampled under foot like} them once again, or to lofe the city, and one 
the ruins cf a fought field; and without any | difappointment more on the other hand would 
confideration either of terroror pity, or how | put the Romans out of condition to repair 
foon it might come to be their own cafe. They | them: for there was no more wood to.be.got~ 

From a civ} D¢Gan with cutting one another’s throats, and] ten, and the foldiers were quite harrafs’d out 
wartoforeign advanced trom 2 civil war to a forcign; as if| with the fatigue of the fervice. Not but that 

divine providence had not made hafte enough} the Romans all this while, were more afflict- 
to perfect their deftruction. For they did not | ed for the calamity of the city, than the citi~ 
contend fo much for any hope they had of vic- | zens for themfelves; who kept up their cour- 
tory, as in a tranfport of rage and defpair. age yct in defpite of all difficulties. But when 
Tue Romans, upon this pinch, were hard | the Romans-found themfelves over-reach’d by 
put to it for materials to finifh their works; , ftratagem, their inventions cluded, the wall The Jews too 
but yet, upon cutting down all the woods) proof againft their machines, and themfclves ae ane 
within ninety furlongs of the city, they made! worfted, in fine, at handy—ftrokes, their very . 
a fhift in one and twenty days to raife their | hearts fail’d them; {pecially having. to do. 

Agee platforms. But never was known fo difmal a! with an enemy, that inftead of finking under 
turn’d intoa Change of things, trom a paradife to a defart ; | the difcouragements of fa€tion, famine, war, 

defars _and, inftcad of the mott delicious country un-| &c, rather gather’d fpirie from the oppofition. 

Not» fick of der the heavens, for curious gardens, planta-|‘* What would not thefe people do, faid the 

ba ea tions, and heufes ot pleature, not fo much as a|‘* Romans, if they had fortune on their fide ; 

lone, of - tree or a cottage leit ftanding, or any thing to| ‘* chat behave themfelves with this bravery, 
be teen but the marks ot defolation and ruin: /¢* in defiance of all oppofition!’”? Upon this 
confideration, 
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“© confideration, the Romans doubled cheir 
** guards. 


They attempt Joun and his people in the caftle of Anto- 


the hring o 
the Roman 
engines, 
fail. 


They blame 


one another. 


Jecufalem af 


faulted. 


The Jews 
make a bold 
defence. 


nia, did all that was to be done, before the 


bur r2ms were mounted, to prevent the danger of 


abreach. But it was fo much labour lott, for 
the defign they had of fetting fire to the mount 
with flaming torches, came to nothing. The 
truth of it is, they did not behave rhemfelves 
like Jews, cither for union or vigour, and fo 
were forc’d upona retreat. But as they fell 
fhort of themfelves, on the one fide, fo the 
Romans alfo went beyond themfelyes on the 
other, in planting fo ftriét a guard on the bul- 
warks, that there was no poffibiliry of doing 
any execution by fire: befide, that they were 
refolv’d every man of them to die upon the 
{pot, rather than to fubmit to fo irreparable a 
mifchicef as the lofing of that poft; for nothing 
could have put the foldicrs in a greater confu- 
fion, than to fee brave men outdone by policy, 
their courage baffled by a hot-headed temeri- 
ty, military difcipline. and experience con- 
founded by popular outrage, and the Romans, 
in fine, overcome by the Jews. While the 
Jews advanc’d, the Romans were ready with 
their.darts to encounter them; and the fore- 
moft that fell did not only hinder his next 
man, but the exemplary danger of the one, 
ferv’d for a warning to the other. As for 
thofe that prefs’d upon the enemy’s weapons, 
fome of them were furpriz’d at the dignity 
of the Roman order, others at their numbers, 
and fome again march’d off with their wounds: 
fo that in the conclution, they all quitted their 
ground, every man fhifting the blame off to 
his tellow. 

Tue affault was given on the firft of the 
month * Pancmus; and the Jews being now 
drawn off, the Romans advanced with their 
rams toward Antonia, in defiance of all they 
were able to do, by fire, fword, ftones, and 
all other ways of hoftilicy whatfoever. Not 
but that the Jews depended much upon the 
ftrength of their walls againft the battery of the 
machines: but they did what they could how- 
ever to keep the Romans at a diftance from 
fixingthem. ‘The inference they drew from 
this-way of management was, that the Jews 
were confcious to themfelves that Antonia was 
in danger, and that this apprchenfion made 
them beftir themfelves fo much. They con- 
tinu’d the battery, arid the wall ftood hitherto 
_ firm; but the Romans fortifying themfelves 

under the defence, of their bucklers againtt the 
Shot and ftones from above, they apply’d them- 


The Romans felves to digging and mining ; and when, with 
fall to mining indefatigable labour, they had loofen’d four 


ftones under the foundation of the work, the 
night drawing on, they betook themfelves on 
both fidesto their reft, In this interim, that 
part of the wall that -John had undermin’d 
for the deftruction of the former works, fell 
down all onafudden. This unexpeéted acci- 
dent wasa furprize to both parties. - The Jews, 
that had reafon to be troubled atic, efpecially 
when they might have forefecn and prevented 
it, were yet inas good ‘heart as if Antonia had 
been their own ftill: and the joy of the Ro- 
mans, on the other hand, for an accident that 
appear’d fo feafonable, was as quickly. dath’d 
upon the fight of another wall, that John had 


the WARS of the JEWS. 


carry’d up within the former; only the latter 
appear’d to be the lefs defenfible place of the 
two, both as the ruin. of the one facilitated 
the paflage to the other, and as the work of 
the new wall could not yet be fo firm and 
{ettled as that of Antonia. But there was no 
thought of icaling it, and coming off alive. 
TxTvus was not now to learn the force of 
reafoning, and fair words, upon the minds of 
men of arms and honour; or how generous 
fpirits might be wrought upon by plaufible in- 
finuations of artifice and addrefs, into not 
only the negleét of danger, but the very con- 
tempt of death itfelf. With this thoughe in 
his head, he fummoned the flower of his army 
together, and fpake to them after this manner: 


TOE 


“ My brave fellow-foldiers, fays he, there Titus tothe 


ce 


“me to offer it, as if you wanted it, or you 
“ totakeit. Exhortations are more properly 
“ for doubtful cafes, whercin all brave men 
“ will advife themfelvcs. It will be a hard 
*¢ work, I muft confefs, to mafter the wall 
‘¢ we have here before us: but great fouls are 
“* given us‘ for great and glorious exploits ; and 
** death is an advantage when it is follow’d 
“¢ with immortal fame for a reward: belide 
“¢ that it fhall be my care to reward thofe 
*€ that deferve it. In the firft place, I would. 
“¢ have you think of that for your_encourage- 
“ment, that works a contrary effeét upon o- 
“¢ thers. 


can be no place for encouragements, where flower of his 
‘¢ there is no danger: neither would it become *"™Y- 


I {peak of the ‘infuperable patience The Jews 


“¢ and conftancy of the Jews in the worft of firm and teas 


“¢ fortunes. As what can be more 


ignomi- dy in all ex- 


‘* nious, than for the military Romans, that temes. 


“¢ ftudy war in peacc, and are fo wonted ‘to 
“* conquer, that it is almoft natural to them to 
“¢ be viétorious ; for thefe, I fay, to be beaten 
“out of their ftrength and courage by the 
Jews, and atthe latter end of the day too, 
“ with God’s providence moft-evidently on 
“* their fide, and the enemy nothing to fap- 
‘* port them, but the fury of their own.extra- 
“¢ vagant defpairs; befide that they fuffer dai- 


‘¢ factions, famine, fiege, and the ruin of their 
“ walls, even without battery; which, are 


: gainft them, to our advantage, It will not 

become us therefore to truckle to our infe- 
“© riours, and to caft off the divine proteétion. 
“¢ Shall the Jews that’ have been train’d up to 
“ flavery, and confequently have little-or no. 


‘© credit to lofe upon that account ; fhall rhefe 
“* people,I fay,have the bravery to charge-into, 
“© the middle of the Roman troops, and ook 
“¢ death in the face, rather than run the risk, 


“© of the fame condition over again; ard all 


““ this, out of mere oftentation and vanity,’ 
“ without the leaft hope or profpeét of fuc-. 
“¢ cefs? and fhall we, on the other hand, thar: 
“¢ are effectually the lords and mafters of the - 


‘¢ univerfe, and in a manner entitledto aright 
** of conqueft; fhallwe, I fay, lie {till and 
*¢ idle, without fo much as one bold attempt 
‘* upon our adverfarics, waiting only in- our 
*¢ arms, till hunger and fortune fhall give up 
* the enemy, without any difficulty, into our 
“ hands? "Lis but taking Antonia once, and- 
“ the townisour own. .Or, in cafe we fhould 





* he, July. 


meet 


ly under the judicial vengeance of. God’s. 
“ high difpleafure in our favour: witnefs their. 


but fo many declarations from heaven a- . 


7O2 


Tirns his no- 
tion of a fa- 
tare ttace. 


He thar does 
well thai! be 
fure ofhonour 
and reward. 


refittance trom within; 
(which I do not expect) it would not be j 
worth tte {peaking of; for the advantage ; 
of the higher ground lays the enemy 
at our feet without all hope of reco-, 
very. Ido not take upon me here to cele- 
brate the hiftory of thofe heroes, that ha- 
ving ended their days in the field of battle, 
fhall yet live in the memory of future ages 
to perpetuity. As tor thofe worthlefs ' 
wretches that think of going down body ; 
and foul into the grave together, I with ; 
them a death fuitable to that abjeétion of | 
mind. Noman of fenfe and fpirit can be fo | 
far ignorant of the flate of fouls departed, 
as not to underitand thar thofe chat tall by 

the fate of war, are immediately tranflated 

into the heavens among the ftars, to appear | 
trom thence, to their poftericy, like good | 
angels, or intluences to prepare them on the 
other fide for thofe manfions of blifs. Burt 
for thole that die in their bed, as we fay, 
or of fome bodily difeafe, their fouls, trom 
that inftant, are buried in darknefs, let them : 
be never fo purify’d from pollution, and 
their names and memories for ever funk and ! 
forgotten. Now fince fo itis, that death is 
inevitable, and that the {word compar’d 
with any difeafe is the cafier death ot the 
two, how mean and degenerous a cow= 
ardice would it be to withdraw the ufe of a 
life trom the fervice of the publick, which 
is an indifpenfible debt to naturc, and a 
man’s country ? 
“THis may 


meet with any 


a 


\ 
\ 
\ 
| 


look, perhaps, as if I took 
the ftorming of this wall co be certain death ; 
but refolution is above danger; and he that 
fears nothing, defpairs of nothing. The fall 
of the firit wall has open’d a way to the 
reft; and the fecond will be eafily over- 
borne, if you do but encourage and fupport 
‘ one another: only ftand firm, and your very 
numbers will do the work: and who knows 
at laft but you may catry your point with- 
out blood too. You are to prepare however 
for a vigorous oppofition, and to affure 
yourfelves, that upon any advantage, either 
by ftratagem, or by force, they will never 
be able ro withftand us. And for him that 
firft mounts the breach, it fhall be my care, 
whether he lives or dies, to crown him 
with honours and rewards.” 

Tuese words of Vitus cait fuch a damp 
upon the fpirits of the army, that there was 
but one man in the field had the heart to an- 
{wer the end of this difcourfe. His name was 
Sabinus ; a Syrian born, and a foldier of the 
guards; and a man eminent both for courage 
and execution: one that had never feen him 
before, would hardly have taken him fora 
military man, either by his make, or by his 
outward appearance: he was a little black 
man; but had a foul too large for his body. 
This man made his reverence, and addrefs’d 
himfelf to Titus in words to this effect. “1 
“ do here (fays he) make a tender of myfelf 
to Cefar with allmy heart, forthe firftman 
to give the affaule. May Cefar’s fortune 
anfwer Sabinus’s good-will. Orif I fhould 
mifcarry in the attempt, what I lofe one 
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“ way, I ger another, in the honour ot lay- 
“ ing down my life for my mafter ; which 
“© makes it all one to me whether [I live or 
v4 dic.”’ * 

_ Upow thefe words, with his fword drawn 
in his right hand, and his fhield over his head 
in his leit, he advanced toward the wall a- 
bout che * fixth hour of the day, atthe head of 
cleven men, who tollow’d him purely inemu- 
Jation of his virtue. Sabinus, in this action, 
encounter’d all the enemics {tones and fhor, 
wich a fpirit more than human ; and feveral 
of his followers were knock’d down upon that 
attack. But this did not hinder Sabinus yet 
trom preffing forward upon the enemics darts 
and arrows, till he had mounted the wall, and 
forced the Jews to abandon their ftation, for 
fear of an enforcement of greater numbcrs to 
over-power them. But what fhall we fay now 


| ro the fpiceful malignicy of fortune, that takes 


delight to crofs all virtuous undertakings? for 
when this heroe was juft upon the perfecting 
of his work, he was moit unluckily overborne 
with the fall of aftone. The Jews looking 


‘ behind them upon the noife, and tinding Sabi- 


nus lying alone there, and in a manner fente- 
lefs, they all fell upon him with their darts. 
He defended himfelf upon his knees, with his 
buckler over his head, as long as he could, 
and revenged himfelf upon his enemies with 
his {word ; killing fome, and wounding others, 
till in the end, being able to ftrike no longer, 
he breathed his laft under a fhower of their 
darts. 

Tue bravery of this man deferved a more 
propitious fate ; he but died yer as great as he 
lived. Three of his companions were crufhed 
to death with ftones from the top of the wall, 
and there were eight more carried off wound- 
ed tothe camp. This aétion pafled upon the 
third day of the month } Panemus. 
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CHAP. If. 


The Romans fiad the guards afleep at Antonia, 
aad cut their throats. A terrible fight upon it, 
with a great flaughter and confufion. A bat- 
tle of ten hours , aud the Fews get the better 


of it. 


~(WO days after this, there were got toge- 
ther twenty of the guards of the plat- 
forms, the enfign of the fifth legion, two 
horfemen, and atrumpeter; and making a fi- 
lent march over the ruins up to Antonia, in the 
dead of the night, without any oppofition, 
they found the advance guards faft afleep, cut 
their throats, and fo taking poffeffion of the 
wall, the trampetfounded. Upon this alarm, 
the reft wak’d and fled, without waiting to fee 
what numbers had entered the place; but be- 
twixt fear and fancy, they gave them. for 
granted to be very ftrong. . Titus immediately, 
upon this notice, put himfelf at the head of the 
choiceft troops he had about him, and fo took 
his way up.to the ruins. The Jews were fo 
terrify’d at; this furprize, that fome of them 
made for-theinner temple; others, toward.the 
mine that John had wrought to fupplant the 


a 


e. Our twelve o'clock, or noon. 
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. July. 
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A glorious 
action of Sa- 
binus, one of 


the guards to 


Titus; and 
the glorious 
end he made. 


The Romzns 
march up to 
Antonia, 
find the 
guards ufleep, 
und cut thew 
throats. 
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Roman works: but the two fa€tions of John 
and Simon giving all for loft, if the Romans 
fhould get the temple, there follow’d a fierce 
A fharp fight and an obftinate fight upon it, before the very 
doors of the place; the one fighting for life, 
the other for viétory. Launces and darts were 
of little or no ufe on either hand ; but the dif- 
pute was now decided by the fword. In this 
confufion, there was no diftinguifhing who and 
who were together ; but all crouding, with- 
out either order or difcipline: and {uch a med- 
ley of outcries, that there was no under- 
With agrear ftanding one another. ‘The flaughter was great 
flaughrer and on both fides, and the ground covered with 
confufion. arms and carcaffes. There was no place ci- 
ther to run away, or to purfue: but as they 
had the better, or the worfe of it, they ad- 
vanced, or retired ; fhouting and exulting on 
the one hand, and lamenting on the other. 
The front of both armies was of neceffity ei- 
ther to kill, or to be kill’d 3 for there was no 
Absttle of  diftance left betwixt them for a retreat. The 
ten hours,and battle, in fine, laited tenhours : that is tofay, 
the Jews car- from the ninth *hour over night to the {e- 
ty venth next day. But the furious obftinacy of 
the Jews carried it from the refolution and 
conduét of the Romans; and it was well for 
them they did fo, for their laft adventure was 
at ftake, But the Romans, in the conclufion, 
contented themfelves for the prefenr, that they 
had gotten Antonia, with only one part of 
their army ; for the legions, upon whom they 

chiefly depended, were not as yet come up. 


upon is. 








CHAP. Il. 


AA brave exploit of one Fulian a centurion, and 
as notable a misfortune. The Romans {but up 
ia Antonia. The names of the Fews that fig- 
nalized themfelves upon this occafion. 

HERE was one Julian, a native of Bi- 

thynia, and a centurion; aman well 

born, and one who for skill in martial difci- 

pline, corporeal puiffance, and undaunted re- 

folution gave fignal proof of his being the moft 
accomplifh’d foldier I ever heard of in the 

whole war. This Julian, as he was ftanding 

by Titus in Antonia, and the Romans at that 

time giving way to the Jews, he took his op- 
portunity, and made a defperate leap on a fud- 

den into the thickeft of the enemy, and fo 

gave them chace in his fingle perfon up to the 

A brave ex- innermoft cornerofthe temple. ‘This prodigi- 
poitofone ous action put the multitude into fuch an a- 
ae ecch™ mazement, that there was more in it (they 
: thought) than the bare force of flefh and blood. 

But Julian purfu’d his courfe; fome he over- 

turn’d, others he overtook, and put to death: 

nothing, in fhort, was more agreeable to Ce- 

far’s friends, or a more dreadtul fpectacle to 

‘Aneminent his enemies. But there wasa fatality yet that 
misfortune of befel this man, not to be forefeen, or avoid- 
his; andas_ eq, For having his fhoes ftudded with iron 
nails, after the fafhion of other foldiers, as he 
was running upon the pavement, he got a flip; 
and the Romans, upon the clafh of his arms, 


remarkable a 
death, 


btoke into an outcry, for fear he might have 
done himfelf fome mifchief: The Jews at the. 
fame time fell upon hifn with fwordsand darts, 
while he fene’d off feveral blows with his 
buckler; and ftill as he try’d to get up again, 
he was borne down With multitudes, And yet, 
fuch was the proof of hig arms, that even at 
his length upon the ground; théy had fomé 
difficulty to difpatch him. ‘But, what with 
lofs of blood and other weaknéfs, no mortal 
daring to fuccour him; he gavé up the 
ghoft:. - 
Cesar was moft fenfibly touch’d, to fee fo 
bravea man made fo publick and fo deplorable 
afpectacle 5 and efpecially to find himfélf un-. 
der the utter impoflibility of faving a perfonhe 
had fo great a mind to preferve. But there. 
were others that might have relieved him, if 
they had but had the courage to attempt it. 
Julian, in fine, after a long firuggle with hu- 
man frailty, and leaving feveral of his encmies 
wounded behind him, departed this life, ro 
his everlafting honour, both with friends and 
foes. The Jews at laft carry’d off the dead 
body, and after another repulfe to the Ro- | 
mans, fhut them upin Antonia, ‘The Jews The Romans 
that fignaliz’d themfelves in this aétion, Were {hut upinAn- 
Alexas, and - Gyphithicns, of John’s parry : ni. 
and of Simon’s faétion, there were Malachias, coe 
and Judas thé fon of Merton: Jamies the fon fignilized 
of Sozas, captain of the Idumeans; and Si- themfelvesin 
mon atid Judas the fons of Jair. 


this action. 


CHAP. Iv. 

Titits invites Fobn out toa fair battle, Fobn's 
ribaldry in return. Fobn deliberates upon the 
matter. Fechonias’s piety and prudence. The 
fate of Ferufalem draws on; and God punifbes 
the Fews by the band of the Romans. The. 
Sews give it ot that the Romans put all the 
deferters to death; but Titus proves the con- 
trary. Titus has no baud in thefe abouina~ 
tions. : : 

TT 

vel. the ways for the more commodious march- 

of his whole army, he called for Joléph, and Way for his 

(underftariding that on that.day, which was anny. 

the feventeenth of the month + Panemus, the 

folemnity of their daily facrifice cauld not be 

obferv’d for want of a congregation, -and that 

the people were-much troubled at it) fent him 

to John a fecond timé upon the fame errand : He invites 

that is to fay, if John had a mind to fight, John out ro 

let him bring what. numbers he pleas’d, and he 4 fair battle 
fhould have the liberty to put it to a battle ; fr the feving 

2 4 . ay : . mM pro 
provided only thatthe city and the temple and city. 
might not be expofed in the common ruin, 

and that he would give over prophaning God’s 

holy.iame and worfhip. Or, if he had a de~ 

fire to revive the religious fervices that had 

been for fome. time difcontinued, he- might 

abpeine which of the Jews lic pleas’d to ofm 
clate. Le oe ee 


? 





TUS, being now refolved to tear up Titus makes 
the foundations of. Antonia, and.to le- ready to 

: : : march, and 
clears the 


4 





* That is, according to our divifion of time, from three in the afternoon till one o’clock next morning; for the 
Romans began their day at our fix in the morning, which they called the firft hour: their ninth hour rherefore mut 
be our three in the afternoon, and their feventh next day our one in the morning. . 


+ Al. Tiptheus. 
#kie. July. 
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Jofeph rea- 
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The fete of 
Jerufalem 
rear at hand. 
Ged senithes 


s by 





FLAVIUS JjoO 


Now Jofeph did not thing it fufficicnt toac- 
quit himielf of this commitlion to John alone; 
but mounting an eminence where he might be 
furtheit heard, he communicated Cefar’s plea- 
fure to the Jews in Hebrew, as loud as he 
could deliver ic: begging of the Jews all the 
while to have compatlion of their country, and 
to prevent the burning of the temple, before 
it was too late ; with liberty tofolemnize their 
prayers and facrifices, as formerly. 

Tue people gave Jofeph a forrowful hear- 
ing, withouc fo much as one word fpeaking. 





=. But John, atter feveral virulent and opprobri- 


ous inveétives againft Jofeph, fuperradded 
this irony; “ ‘That there was no danger of 
“ Jerufalem, if ic was the city of God”, 

** No doubt of ir, fays Jofeph. (interrupr- 
himing with a loud voice) you have made a 
conicience of keeping every thing pure and 
holy, and ct paying your duty to that God 
trom whom you pretend to look for help. 
What would you chink of that man now, 
but asthe worit of enemics, who fhould rob 
you of your daily bread ? And yet at the 
fame time you make no difficulty at all of 
robbing Almighty God of his daily facri- 
fices and oblations. And what’s your quar- 
rel after this co the Romans, but for ftand- 
ing up in dctence of your own laws and 
worthip, which yeu yourfelf fupprefs? Ne- 
ser was there fomilerable a turn of religion 
and ftace ! ftrangers and cnemies do the of- 
fice of your beit friends; and the Jews 
themfelyes, both by blood and education, 
creeller than Barbarians one to another. 
Bur repentance is never out of feafon, ct 
the cate be never fo defperate. As in the 
inttance of Jechonias the king of the Jews ; 
who, when the Babylonians made war up- 
on Jerufalem, quitted thetown upon choicc, 
ketore ic was taken, and gave up himfelt, 
mether, and relations, for hoftages, to fave 
the holy city and temple from being laid 
in afhes. The name and honour of this 
prince ttand upon record to this day, in an 
anniverfary folemnity, to the memory of 
thacilluitrious action. I cannot recommend 
you toa more pertinent or feafonable prece- 
dent: and let your diftrefs or offence be 
what ict will, my life for yours, the Ro- 
mans fhall pardon it.” Wherefore confider 
well with yourfelf, who it is that advifes 
you; what they are to whom I ‘pafs this 
* promife; what moves me to it; and in. whofe 
name LI undertake it. Heaven torbid tharI 
fhould ever fubmit rd be fo mean a flave, as 
to forger what I owe to. the place of my 
nativity, and to the laws of my country! 
And after all this, what do I get for my 
good-will now, but frefh indignities, rail- 
ings, and injuries ? “And all this is not yet 
fo bad neither as I deferve, for éndeavonr- 
ing to preferve a race of people that fate 
and providence are refolved to deftroy. 
What can be clearer than the frequent pre- 
ditions we meet with in hiftory, pointing 
at the deftruction of this’ miferable city ; 
and that the time of it is then ncar at hand, 
when the Jews are tearing out the hearts 
one of another? Now this is fo far come to 
pafs, that not only the houfes, but the tem- 
ples,are polluted with the blood of your own 
tribes. nd what is all thisnow, but the 
divine judgment of God, punifhing the 


Book VI: 
“¢ Jews by the hand of the Romans, which 
“‘ will probably cnd in purging the city by 
“hres” ie 
Joserx could gono further for fobs and 
tears, which put the Romans into a ten- 
der admiration atthe foftnefs and humanity of 
his very difpofition: but the more Jofeph la- 
mented, the more implacable were John and 
his confederates againft the Romans; info- 
much, that they lay in wait to picier eres 
into a fnare, and take him prifoner, But his 
difcourfe wrought very cficétually upon feve- 
ral of the nobility. There were diverfe of 
the fa€tious alfo, that finding the cafe defpe- 
rate, and giving all for loft, would have gone 
overto the Romans, if they durft have ftirr’d 
for fear of their own guards. But others there Several of the 
were, thattaking their opportunity, ftole from better fore 
thcir companions and deferted, in which num- Si¥¢ their 
ber were the high-priefts, Jofeph and Jefus; the fia 
the threc fons of I{fmael, that had his head cut 
off at Cyrene ; four fons of Matthias; and one 
fon of another Matthias, who made his efcape 
to the Romans, after Simon the fon of Gioras 
had put the father and three of his fons to 
death, as has been faid already. There were 
alfo a great number of. perfons of condition 
that deferted with the priefts, who were gra= 
| cloufly received by the emperor, but fent a- 
way to Gophnc tor the prefent, with a pro- 
mife of large poffeffions to be diftributed a- 
mong them at the end of the war. Titus gave 
them this aflignment by themfelves, to avoid 
| the uneafinefs of a mix’d converfations among 
; people of different manners, laws, and cu- 
ttoms; and they were very thankful for the 
allotment, ; 
Wuen they were all withdrawn to their The Jews 
1 colony, and none of them fecn any longer in ae lok ans, 
the city, the faétion rais’d a fpitetul and flan- hit atthe 
derous report, how the Romans kill’d all the dederters. 
deferters as faft as they came over to them, 
with a defign to fright others from leaving 
their companions... This invention fucceeded Bur Titus 
once again, as before; but Titus, being now a- proves ita 
ware of the ftratagem, call’d them all back a- a oe 
gain from Gophne, and order’d them to take PO - 
the tour of the walls with Jofeph, and. thew 
themfelves to the town, which brought over 
more profelytcs to the Romansthan ever. ‘As 
they were gather’d together upon this occa- 
fion, they planted themfelves in the fight of 
the Romans, and preffing the faction with im- 
portunitics and lamentations, begg’d of. them 
cither to take the Romans into the town, and 
deliver their country;, or otherwife quit the 
temple, to prevent the firing of it; which the 
Romans Would never. agree to ‘but, upon’ the 
laft extremity. “This did. but make the faétion 
more and more’ ontragious againft. the fugi- 
tives, with thcir ftones, darts, arrows, flings, 
and other hoftile engines 3 which being plant- 
ed at the very gates, made.the temple look 
more. like a caitle than’.an houfe of religious 
worfhip, and the dead bodies lay every: where 
fo thick, about it, as if ic. were a common 
burying-place. ‘They broke alfo.into the holy 
fanctuary, With their arms fti]l warm and reek- 
ing in the blood of their countrymen, and ad- 
vanced to-fuch a degree of extravagance, -that 
the Romans pay’d a greater reverence to the 
Jewifh rites and ceremonics, than the Jews 
did to their own.. There was not a man in 
‘Titus’s army, that had not a veneration forthe 
temple 


| 
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Titus forced 
upon a war. 


He forms his 
party. 





VIE: 
temple itfelt, and for the'‘God that- was wor- 
dhipped there, and that did not heartily with 
to {ce the faction repent while there.-was yct 
place left for mercy. .°° -- -- i Ge ty 

‘Trrus:was{ofenfibly touch’d with the cafe 
of .thefe. wretched people, that he made.one 
trial more yet, how far- John, and his confe- 
derates, might be wrought upon by reafon. 
*° Tellme, fays he, you:inhuman mifcreants! 
“ what were all the bars and partitions -for, 
“< about this holy place, with the Latin and 
“ Greek infcriptions upon thefe pillars; for- 
“< bidding all people, ‘upon a penalty, not to 
pafs this enclofure ? Neither have we our-| 
felves been lefs tender of your privileges, in 
making ic death for any man to pa{s thefe 
bounds, not excepting: the Romans them- 
“€ felves. How comes the fanctuary after this, 
to be prophaned with affaffinations and -mur- 
ders, and the temple defil’d with blood, 
foreign and domeftick, --I appeal to all the 
Godsof my country, and to the late ‘patron 
of this holy temple, (who hath now forfaken 
it,) to my army, to’the Jews that have 
join’d with me, and--finally to yourfelves, 
‘that Iam innocent of all thefe abominations: 
and: I do facredly promife, that, if you will 
but comply in quitting. this holy place, no 
man Shall approach to offer it any indignity; 
but that I’li preferve and protect your tem- 
ple even whether you will or no.” 


«€ 


nw 








CHAP VY... 
Titus forced upon the war. He forms his party, 
-and pofts himfelf upon fort Antonia. Ap at- 
' tack inthe night, follow’d with a difmal uproar 


” aad confufion. Day-light brings them into or- 
der again. A.drawn-battle at laf. Several 


Fewifh heroes that fought bravely. Four mounts 
erected. A bloody difpute. A famous action of 
one Pedanius. ‘Lhe Fews fire the temple-gal- 
devies. A phautaftical . challenge. Fouasthan 
kills Pitdens; and Prifcus kills Fonathan. 


"L I'TUS, upon-this occafion, made ufe of 
“SL \Jofeph for his interpreter 5 but the facti- 
on-made a wrong conftruction of it, and ‘im- 
puted: the fairnefs of the application rather.to 
tear, than. good-will, «and the Jews-grew- in- 
folent‘upon that -miftake, :. When ‘Titus ‘found 
they ‘had no regard, cither to’ the:temple,.-or 
to'themfelves, he: refolved, though ‘much.a- 
gainft-his mind, to‘carry.on the war..:.But he 
could'iot draw up his whole army:-againft 
them, becanfe there was-not room fufficient 5: fo ' 
that ‘he:detach’d thirty. out .of every company, 
‘with a‘tribune at the head of. every thoufand, 
and Cérealis to command ‘them: allvin ‘chief. 
With:this detachment they were:to: have fal- 
Jen on-upon the enemy’s'guards about the ninth 


. *howr of the night, and Titus himfelfto'have 


Pofts himfelé 
upon fort 
Antonia, 
within view 
of the aétion. 


led 6n the attack ; but upon a council of-war, 
the officers‘were all-of opinion for Titus rather 
to pott himfelf: upon ‘the fort Antonia; where 
he-might fee and obferve-how -his-men acquit- 
ted themfelves, without running the rifque of 
any common danger in his own perfon; be- 
fide, thatit would infpire his people witha new 


“the. WARS of the J 





EWs.. 


foal, to thew their bravery-inche fight of their 

general: oo.) in. deedhe, Se he?” 
‘Trrus, infine, render’d himfelfto the rea- 

fons of. his officers and t¥iends ; -and-fo with 











" An attack or 
- dered at afer 


drew. to a ‘watch-tower-in Antonia,where. he hour.in the * 
mightfee and judge of the whole aétion;. charge MSht 4’ -v.. 


ing his officers, at the fame time to-take ftrict 
notice who did well, or ill, that he might fe 
them rewarded, or punithéd accordingly. The 
mattcr was no fooner fettled, but order. was 


j given, and‘an hour appointed, for the attack. 


‘The Romans did not find the enemy afleep 
this time, as was expeéted; but the advance 
guards came prefently ‘to blows, with a con- 
tufion of clamours ;. and, .upon wakening. their 
fellows, brought them on the multitudes to 
fecond them. ‘The Romans .ftood the firft 
fhock ; but the numbers that follow’d fell in= 
differently upon their own people, without 
knowing friend and fo¢ afunder: for betwixt 


-s 


the noife of the uproar, _and the darknefs of And follow'd 
the night, they knew neither voices nor faces in the dark 


apart ; but following the impulfe only ofa 
blind rage and patfion, they fell foul upon 
what came next in their way at a venture. 
But the Romans keeping themfelves in? or 
derly bodies all this while, under the cover 
of their bucklers, and knowing one another 
by the word, or fignal, made’a tolerable fhift 
in’ the confliét; whereas the Jews ‘moved 
not-one fober ftep backward or forward - 
but. .miftaking their enemies... for. .' their 
friends, and their friends for. their. ‘enemies 
deftroy’d more. of their own men than the-Ro- 
mans themfelves did: But upon break of day, 


with a difinal 
uproar and 
confufion, 


Day-lighe 


fo foon as the light thew’d them their errors, brings them 
they betook themfelves to a mofé regular way into order. 


of combat, and fell to their darts andar 

both fides as frefh and. vigorous as. if choy 
had done nothing: all night. Now the Ro- 
mans, who had ‘Titus for the judge, : witnefa, 
and f{pectator, of their behaviour, and looked 
upon the. bravery of that day’s aétion as the 
foundation of their future fortunes, fought one 
and all in a noble ftrife and emulation: -who 
fhould do beft; while ‘the Jews at the fame 
time had their own lives and the temple at 


ftake, with the tyrant John at the head ‘of 
them, cajoling fome with fair words, and _ 


treating others with.menaccs and blows, "Ehis 
fight was moft of it hand.to‘hand,: bur -with 
various changes backward and forward--- for 
‘there was. hardly any: room: either far -fli ghe' or 
purfuit. Antonia was, in effect, but'a kind of 
theatre-to the. battles, ‘Titus..and his iftiends 


the.fpectators ; calling out: to the! ators: one - 


while:to follow their-advantage,.. oer while 
to ftand ;their ground,, .as. they: faw..dcvafion :; 
and:there pafled nothing! that efcap’d:¢heir ob= 
feryation.. The -difpute afted,: in -fine, ‘from 
the ninth hour of the night, to:the -hifitth the 


nextday; both fides- maintaining thetmground, |." .~ /. 
and icoming, in the conclufion,':te a,drawn ' |) ': 


battle: ‘Fhere were fevéral:noble.-Romans 
that behaved themfelves. like heroes. and. the 
moft. remarkablé ¢aptains of ; the -fews' were 
as follows. Of Simon’s_party, there-were Ju- 
das-the fon. of Merton, Simon. the: fon” of 
Jofias, Jacob the fon of Sofa, and' Simon the 
fon of Cathlas;: Idumeans. And ‘then of 





* That is our thtce inthe morning, Hees ae 
} That is from our three in the morning till eleven, being eight hours: 


£ John’s 
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John’s difciples, there were Gyphthcus and 
‘Alexas ; and of the Z.clotes, there was Simon 
the fon of fair. 

The paffesa- _ In the compafs of feven days, the founda- 


bour Anronia tions of Antonia were all turn’d up to the bot- 

ater tom, and a broad way cut out for the legions 
to march up to the wall; where they immic- 

Four mounts Giately tell to work upon four mounts : the 

erected. firft, over againft the corner of the inner tem- 
ple that looks north and eaft: the fecond, a~ 
gainft the gallery, to the northward betwixt 
the two gates: the third, toward the wett 
porch of rhe outward temple ; and the fourth, 
toward the north porch, Bur it was an infi- 
nite charge and labour, the bringing of the 
materials an hundred * furlongs trom the place; 
befide the many furprizes they met withal by 
the way; for the Romans were over confident 
and carelefs, and the Jews at and de{perate 
enough co venture upon any thing, 

ive the preige of icveral of the Ro- 
Mans, when they went out a foraging, to turn 
their horfes loofe a grazing; and it was then 
a common thing for the Jews to tally out upon 
Jo fair an opportunity, and carry them off. 
This happen’d fo often that Titus imputed it 
at laft rather tothe negligence of the Romans, 
than to the daring induitry of the Jews. And 
he found himfelf much in the right too; for 
upon the putting of one foldier to death for 
the lofs of his horfe, it fecured all the ret; 
for the foldiers took care never to Jofe their 
horfes afterwards. ; 

Wen they had now raifed their platforms, 
and pot rhemfelves in condition to mount their 
attacks againft the temple, there came down 
the next day a rabble of a faction, that were 
ready to ftarve in the ciry for want of pillage. 
This {editious crew about the eleventh hour 
of the day, made an effort upon the Roman 
guards toward the +mount of Olivet, in hope 


of cither taking them at unawares, or finding: 


them withdrawn to repofe themfclves. The 
Romans faw the ftorm a coming ; and taking 
the alarm in time, drew out all the firength 
they were able to make, and put a check toa 
moit defperate attcemptthey had projected up- 
onthe wall. It came, in fhort, toa bloody 
ditpute, and there were great things done on 
both fides; the Romans valuing themfelves 
upon the reputation of their prowcfs and mili- 
tary conduct, and the Jcws flattering them- 
felves in the force of a tool-hardy and a mif- 
taken valour. he one fought for fhame, the 
other upon neceffity: for the Romans looked 
upon the Jews to be now as good as noofed, 
and could never have wip’d off the difgrace, 
if chey had let them go again: and the Jews, 
on the other hand, had no hopes of coming 
off, but by forcing thc Romans, and breaking 
down the wall. 

Tuere gocs a wonderful ftory of one Pe~ 
exploit ofone danius, a Sorin cavalier, which is thus: 
Pedanivs "The Jews happen’d to be routed once, and 

purfu'd by the befiegers into the valley: this 
fame Pcdanius pufhing full {peed after them, 


Anattack,ard 
a bloody dif- 
gute upon it. 


A wonderful 
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overtook a corpulent young man and heavy 
arm/’d, {purring for life. He took him off from 
his horie by the leg, in the middle of his 
courfe, and carricd him away a prifoner, for a 
preiene to Cefar. Titus was in high admira- 
tion at the prodigious ftrength of this man; bur 
the prifoner was put to death uponiz,; for the 
villany of the attempt; Titus’s heare at the 
fame time being fet upon the difpatch and 
fnithing of the great work. 

Tue Jews finding themfelves every day 
weaker and weaker, the war horter, and the 
contagion ready to ieize the very temple itfelf, 
the Jews did in this cafe, as men do in petti- 
lential diftempcrs, by cutting off the inteéted 
parts, to faye the body. According to this). Teast 
allegory, the Jews began with fecting fire to fre tétherem: 
chat part of the gallery, that reaching from ple galletics, 
the north to the cait, taced Antonia; where 
they madea gap of near twenty +} cubits, and 
wrought the hnal deitruction ot the holy place 
with their own hands. ap ie 

On the four and twentieth of the month a- 
bove mentioned, the Romans pat the fame 
gallery ina flame ; and when the fire had 
gain’d fourteen ** cubits, the Jews took down 
the roof of it, and fo went on ftill cutting off 
ail communication with Antonia: not but that 
they might have hindered the burning of it, 
if they would, as they-ought to have done;. 
but their way was to regulate the mifchief 
they did by their own convenience: and all. 
this while there pafled' daily skirmifhes and 
encounters, every where about the temple. 

THERE was-at this time a contemptible 
figure of a man, that was a Jew; a.dwarfith 
puny-look’d fellow, and as defpicable for his 
fortune and family, as otherwife ; and his name 
was Jonathan. He went out one day to the A fantaftical 
monument of John the high-prieft, and there challenge of 
talking vain-glorioufly of himfelf, he made a *J 2 
challenge to any man of the whole Roman 
army to meet him with his {word in his hand. 
There was no body appeared to take him up3 
but tome defpifed him; others, as it falls out 
many times in thofe cafes, were afraid ofhim: 
fome were not for fighting, they faid, with a 
man that had a mind to dic; nor others with 
men in defpair, that fear neither God norman; 
or, whese there is honour to be loft on rhe one 
lide, and none to be gotten on the other: be- 
fide that a brute and a man are nor upon equal 
terms. When this infolent {coffing Jew had 
waited a long time for a champion, ‘defcant- 
ing upon the cowardice of the Romans,, and‘no 
body came; there was a proud arrogant man, 
one Pudens, a Roman.cavalier, who out of an 
indignation for this affront, ftood forth incon- 
fiderately enough, and accepted the chal- 
lenge ; which in the end made {port for the 
company: the contempt he had jor the Jew 
made him rath and carelefs; fo that getting 
an unlucky..fall by a flip, Jonathan made his 
advantage of it, and killed him whenhe was 
down; trampling the dead body under his 
feet, and vapouring over it with buckler in his 


peas 
kills Padens. 





* An hundred furlongs (as has been before obferved) were twelve Englifh miles and an half, and one hundred and 


hfe Pecmernicat paces. 
{ hat is our five in the afternoon. 
+ Gr. Faaidy op@. 


tiTwenry cubits (as hath been often obferved) amounted to fomething upwards of thirty fix Englith feet, that is 


twelve yards. 


** Fourteen cubits were fomething upwards of twenty three Englith feer, thatis even yards and two fect. 


left 





mews hereon Sram 
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left hand, and his bloody {word in his right, 
clattering his arms together, and infulting at 
the fame time with foul language and ribaldry, 
both Agguntt his adverfary and the fpectators 


And Prius Of.the’Romanarmy. "While Jonathan was in 
ib Jona- thé height of his buffoonry atid: exultation, 
than, 


Priféus, a‘ ceiitarion, fhor him through the 
heart with an aizow, ; which ftruck him dead. 
upon the body of his ‘enemy. This put both 
Jews and Romans into’an uproar, , though up- 
On differing motives, and was look’d upon as 
a jult+judgment upon Jonathan, for afluming 
that to his virtue, which was only due to his 








: CHAP. VL. 
A war betwixt the temple and the mounts. The 
_Fews confound the Romans by a frratagem. Ti- 
tds pities them. The bravery of Longs. A 
- frange efcape of Artorius. 


An open war 


Te E. faétion in thé temple was now in o- 


betwixt the pen war with the foldi¢rs upon the 
templeard = mounts: and on the twenty feventh of the 
the mounts. Ones ? Spee a 4 : 

The Jewsde- Mionth aforefaid, the Jews bethought them- 
ftroy the Ro, iclves of this ftratagem,.’ They fill’d the roof 
mansbya “the -weftern porch, betwixt the top of it 
ftratagem. and: the’ timber, with a quantity of dry wood, 


falphur, and bitumirious matter; and then]; 


pretending to give way upon an attack, they 
iafter’d themfelves to be beaten out, as it they 
had ‘fot been able co’ maintain ic.. A compa- 
ny of rath people fdllow’d: theii Clofe upon 
the purfuit, and fer‘up ladders to make good 
what the other had’quitted; bat the. wifer 
fort look’d upon the whole to be a trick, and 
never ftirr’d for che matter. Upon the Ro- 
mans crowding ‘into the porch, the Jews fet 
fire to it, and all‘was immediately. in a blaze, 
to the aftonifhmeént’.évcn of thofe that were 
Gut of feachof it; .bat che moft defperate hor- 
ror and contolion of the reftimaginable. Some 
plung’d themfclvesint6é wells and pits; others 
leapt’ Kead-long “down among their enemies, 


fomie running otic: Way; fonic ‘anather: fome |: 


were {mother’d in the flame, and others caft 
themielvceupon-_their {words, to: prevent death. 
by another. 
Titus pities “Tuts {pectacle went to the heart of Cefar, 
them witha 
generous 


ami fo difmal a niifcarriage 2 not bur chat 
Conpaffion, @mnity. 0! fo difmal ani ge: no | 


he was. highly offended at his foldicrs, for 
venturing upon fuch an attack without orders, 
But they had this comfort howevgr in their 
diftrefs, that to balance the lof of their lives 
they had the Jove and pity of the prince for 
whom they dy'd; for they could fee him cal- 
ling and labouring up and down to do all that 
was poflible for their relic: and every in- 
{tance of his affeétion was look’d upon as a 
memorial to his immortal honour. As for 
thofe that made a fhift to efcape the fury of 
the flames, they were befet by the Jews, and 
alter a ftout refiftance every man of them put 
to the fword. 


‘The bravery ‘Tarmre’ fell abundance of brave men in this 


























out.of a generous compaffion he had for,the ca-. 


Longus ; who, with honour to all the reft in 
general, muft not be forgotten upon this oc- 
cafion in particular, This Longus- was a_ Ro- 
man, and in the vigour of his youth. The Jews 
found him a daring and a dangerous man, and 
had no way to cut him off unleis they could get 
him down to them upon honour, that he, fhould 


‘return fafe again without any violence to his. 
perfon. His brother Cornelius taking notice of 


this, call’d out to him onthe othér hand; ad 
Juring him not to do any thing, that cither his 
country or himfelt fhould have reafon to be a- 
fham’dof. Longusupom this, drew bis. fword, 
and in the fight of both parties kill’d himfelf, 

_THere wasalfo one Artorius that deliver’d A ftrange ef- 

himfelt trom ‘the ‘fire by an artificial addrefg, Pe of Arto- 
He was reduc’d to.an extremity 3 andfecing “* 
one Lucius, his fellow-foldier, ‘and comrade; 
within call: ‘ Catch me in thy arms; {ays he, 
‘* and break my fall, and Ill make chee my 
“ heir.” Artorius took his leap; and the o- 
ther difpofing himfclf to receive him, .the 
weight of the one deftroy’d the other,’ dathing' 
him: to picces upon the place. This mifcar- 
riage for the prefent made many a fad heart aa 
mong. the Romans; but ic kept thcm after- 
ward upon a better guard againft the-fubtilties 
and ftratagems of the Jews, which were very 
fly and: dangerous to thofe that were not well 
aware of them. a 

Tue porch was burnt as far as the tower 
that John.ereéted in his’ war with Simon, up- 
on the pillars that led to it: and.'the Jews, 
atter the burning of the Romans; as above, 

‘broke down the reit._ On the day following,’ 
the Romans put fire alfo to the north:porchy 
and fo carry’d it before them to that on the’ 
eaft, that overlooks the valley of Cedron,: 
from a precipice that makes a ‘perfon’s head. 
giddy to look down it. eae © Gus 
CPP AGP. Vibe 7 oS. 
The extreme mifery that attends a famine.. 











TP HIS was the face of things akout the x7, dimes 
temple,; the city well nigh depopulated jjke that of a 

with a devouring famine, and the numbers’ of famine. 

the mifcrable inhabitants deftroy’d thereby 

jnexpreflible. It was enough to,create a war 

‘in a family, to have but.any jealoufy off meat 

in it,, and cnough-.to. break the tendereft 

friendfhips in nature, hofe thar were oyi-- 

‘dently ttarv’d to death could not, yet be .be= 

Hjeved at the latt gafp, that they dy’d.in;wane : 

ibue they would fearch the very bofonis of the 

dead jor bread, when-they had no longer any: 

breath. in, their, bodics. If they mife’d. whac 

they lovk’d for,, their dofpairs hurry’ them 

up'and down, raging ‘like mad dogs, and ity ; 

gering- like fo many drunken men 5, rantagking 5 

every nook and corner of the fame houles over - 

and over again; nothingcoming amifs to them,- 

which the fouleft of brutes chemfelyes, woul 

boggle at; girdle, fhoo-leather, beafts;sking,, 

&e. nay an handful of old hay was fold for 

a *tetradrachm, “But why do I troyble my- 

felf with Wluflratiqns of this dreadful judg-, 


of Lougus. ” terrible adventure, buc none greater than one | ment, by things inanimate ;, having ae’ hand 





feventh lower than by other authors, was equ 
lith money ; four therefore, according tot 
farthin, 


cae at tt entertainer el tA A ALY a os _ 
* Aterradrachm is four Attick drachma’s, and an Actick, according to Calinet’s table, where it is valued almoft one 
equivalent to fix pence three farthings and‘thrce cighths of a farthing Eng- 
his uuthor, mull he equivalent to two fillings ayd three pence hall : 
: but tw weourfelves have feen and weighed feveral tetra 
fine filver, ana fomething heavier than an Englifh balf crown. 





Sebo e ee 


IU) 
rachms, we cab affte the xeader thar they” were of 


8B. fuch 


FLAVIUS.F.0SEPHUS of 


“ Look 
‘“ my.fon, and this dith is of my drefling. I 


~ fuch an inftance for matter of faét as was’ ne- 
ver known, either among Greeks or Barba- 
mians! and the ftory is not to be heard’ or re- 


ported without horror.’ I could be -well e-}: 


mough content to pafs over this relation, left 
poftcriry fhould take me for a falfary $ but I 
have fo many witnefles to the truth of ‘i¢, thac 
¥ fhould be wanting to my country in fuch a 
partiality to the dead, as to fupprefs ic. — 








CHAP. VIII. 


A smother dreffes and eats the flefo of ber own fon. 
Cefar snnocent upon the whole matter.” 


HERE was a certain rich gentlewo- 


mas beyond Jordan, whofe name was 
Mary. She was the daughter of Eleazar, of 


the village -- Vetezobra; that isto fay, the 
Houfe of Hyflop. She fied-in company with 
feveral others, and took fanétuary in’ Jerufa- 
hem, where they had the fortune to be~ 
fieg’d. ‘The tyrants ftripp’d this lady of all 





ye, fays the woman, this is really 
“¢ have ‘eaten the one half myf{elf, and pray 
_do yoa cat the other, You ‘will noe pre- 
tend I-hope, ‘to be nicer than a woman, of 


“ tenderer than a mother::but if you ‘make 


any fcruple’of conféience at’ the o lation,.'T 
have‘caten part of it already, and you’ may’ 
“ leave the reft wher¢ you “found it” Up- 
on this, ‘they went their way ina quaking ter> 


< 


‘{ror, and with fome difficulty, ‘lett ‘che ‘child 


with the unhappy shother, 
ever boggled at. = 

Tue noife of this bloody execution’ was’ 
quickly {pread all over the city ; and fuch an abe" 
horrence.tor it in general, asit every fingle man 
had had apart in the crime. The dread of 
the famine made men weary of. their lives, and 
the living envy’d the dead, that were taken a- 
way before the extravagance came. to the 
height. “The ftory was quickly gotten. from 
the Jews to the- Romans, where fome pity’d 
the people, others hated them for it, and fome 
again gave no credit, to -it: 


the only thing: they 
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fhe brought publickly. along with her, that {Cela acquitted: Cefar de- 
Was precious; and for any thing elfe that was 
conceal’d, either goods .or. provifions, her 


himfelf, as ia. the préfence of God, that he clares himfelf’ 
had dote all he could go ‘male the, Jews eafy tech 
and happy, in their dives, ‘liberties, and for=imater. ae 


houfe was daily broken up and rifled by the 
foldiers. Upon this ufage; the woman fell 
foul upon the faction with the bittereft and the 
moft outrageous language; but could not pre- 
vail with any of cthefe monfters yct, either in 
pity or in-rage, to put her to death. When the 
found herfelf brought to this extremity, that 
fhe bad no way leftin nature to keep body and 


foul together (the gripes ofa tormenting fa-. 


mine having already feiz’d her, and no pofli- 
biliry of getting over them) fhe deliver’d -her- 
felfup to fury and neceffiry, and pitch’d upon 
the moft wnnatural refolution that ever was 
heard of, ks 

Suz. hada child fucking at her breatft, 


which ihe fnatch’d up; and looking tenderly 


‘tunes: burif they had‘ rather be tearing one. 


another to pieces, than live in union, who 
could help it? If they had rather have. war’ 
than peace, or famine than plenty; nay;.if 
nothing ¢lfe would fetve their turn, bar that 
they themfelyes muft ‘fire ‘that very temple” 
which Titus did all that’ ke could to preferve, - 
their oWn childreri weré’ meat good enough for, 
fuch’ parents; and he. was. refolvéd ‘to. ury, 
their iniquitics in their ruin, and ‘not ‘ta Jdéake. 
a city flanding under ‘the’ fun, Wwhere on ee 
devour’d their own childten ; and the, :: thers. 
yet the more impious of the ‘two, for Keeping. 
up the war, after ‘fo many demonftratigns of 
God’s terrible difpleafure againitic, "Titus ats, 


ter this, reficCting upon the incorrigible Hard-, 


upon it, “© What, fays fhe, fhall I fay now to 
“ thee, thou: moft unfortunate infant, to: be 
“ brought into the world, under a complica- 
““ tion of three fuch dreadful judgments, as 
“ war, famine, and rebellion ! “Which of the 
“ three fhall T referve thee for? The Romans: 
“will give thee thy life perhaps, but not‘thy 
“ liberty. Now famine will prevent flavery ; 
“* but for our prefent tyrants, thou wilt: find 
“ them incomparably worfe than the other 
© two. What canft thou do betternow, than 
“© co fupply the want of a meal’s meat to thy 
“ ftarving mother, and ‘fting the party with 
“the horror of the faét? and then-finally 
* crown the hiftory of the Jews with the on- 
“© ly execrable abomination that is yet want- 
“ing to the perfecting of their mifery ?” 


nefs and obftinacy of the. faGtion, gave them” 
all for loft;-‘for ifany thing in nature Would’ 
have wrought upon them, the calamities they; 
had fuffer’d’ already might pofhibly. have’ t=" 
claim’d thems 7 


nn 


an 





ne 


ce @ BEA Ps IX) 

Batteries’ antl mines’ Kenify’ nothing. * 
tries fegling ladders. "'The Feds make a fougi 
refiflance:; and the ‘Romins behave tbenifelugs* 


a 


Tits: 


a 






bravely. Titus orders thé Rémans' to 
to the gates.’ Teo’ 'ertatherdis' ‘deferters yo “p= 
ver to fetus, but be-fufpets anid ‘pardons bber. 
The Fels wrapp'd a a Pais. The palleties 
FRE rags ft His: 


oa “ 
~ ¢; 


a 


burnt to'tBe'-groun 


Amother With thefe words, fhe kill’d her child, boil’d officers bbout the te te’) “fom ‘for: one thing,’ 
dretics and) = and drefs’d it; the one half of it fhe eat her-} fomre'for‘another, bit Tiths ir Yauing ik ihe 
wn ae ae {elf, and the other half fhe fet by out of ‘the | “Feiws make!a-de/perate’ (ai) ‘pow hie Roman's" 
ee ow way, and kept cover’d, The faétion prefent- Titus brings them off, and Yortes the Suaigine 


ly imele out the inhuman cookery, and came 
immediately to the woman’s houfe, with me- 
naccs of death without mercy, if fhe did not 
forthwith bring them out herprovifions. ‘The ee 
woman told them that this was all the had, | ¥PHEN two of the-legions had firiith’d 
and fo fhew’d them the remainder of her child. their platforms; Titus-on the eighth'of 
They ftood like ftatuesupon the very fight of |the month-+ ons, order’d his rams to be 
it, and fo fell to trembling, and ran ftark mad. | planted again the wettern Gallery of the out- 


tie. Augnt. 


the temple’ This was the ftcondtimd thar Feu 
reifalent was'-burnt, lipbn’ the! Jame pine 
2G tid 6 HE as 


month. os O92 Qos 





ak? a rere ae 


+ Ge. Madexe’e. ; 
ward 


«gates. 
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Batteries and ward temple; having play’d: the. bett, picce -of; night following, till.by litcle:and littleit burnt ‘The galleries. 

mines carried barrery. he had. for’ fix whole days without.in--\\down the,galleries. -2 05-2 | pe eye berate the 

on tor fix t ion: <b : ne os Peis eee (Oc =A opt Os ground, 

whole days $¢rmiflion; . but to no purpofe ;-. for the-work| .. Titysigave ordcr next.day forthe qucnch- 

tucceflively, Wag proof againft the cngines.; “There, were.o-| ing of, the fire, . and the-leyelling of the ways'Titus calls a 
‘for the .march .of, his army. -Afterzrhis “he,conncil.of ge- 
called, a-council of his-general, offieers,:; that,Petl officers, ; 


tono purpofe. thers.at the {ametimefapping the foundations.on, 
bs fo Oe : E 2 advite.a+ 
is: to: fay, ‘Tiberius Alexander, .;his licutenant-17,.0 ye 3... 


the nossh fide; and when they found that, with 
an ingredible:-labour,! they: could only-loofen 
fome,of the outward:ftones;, without moying| general ; .Sextus,Cerealis,.,the-commanderof ple, 
any. ofthe eft; (for the, porch flood yet firm) | the: fifth legion.;,; Lorgius Lepidus, of: ,the- _¥ 
they, percciv(d zat Jaft,char.chere was,no good | tenth ; “Titus Trigius, :of,,the fifteenth,;., and. 
to .be donejby digging.-and mining, : or-by:the | there were with thefe, Aiternius F ronto, the; 
Titus tries help of :Jeyers ;and: kars,; ;;{9 that the. Romans | captain of the two Alexandrian legions 3 and 
sealing lad-  betook themfelves tostheir,f{caling ladders... -| Marcus Antonius Julianus, the. goyernor..of: 
ene ., Tug, Jews.could not hinder them from plan-| Judea: with colonels, and other officers, to 
The Jews ting heirjladders;, byt they, made:a brave re- | advife withal what -meafurésto take in the 
make aftour faftance,, where there was any-place for.it: en-| bufinefs of.the temple.: Some.were-for:kcep*.,, 
tefiftance. countering .thofe that got-up, -hand.to hand,. ing up to the ftriétnefs.of thé law.of arms;; for 
before they.-could, put; themfelves upon .th¢ir| fo long as that temple ftood,. and -the.:nume- 
guard ; ;cafting others. down head-long,, as they} rous meetings there continued, thé Jews (they 
were mounting ;' curting..off fome as.they.werc | faid) would never be. quict::. .others?wert for? . - apis, « 
the faving of the. temple, ;yponi condition Of 
the Jews quitting ic; ,and:that-theremight.be, - ~ 
no fartlier! quarrel about iti: buv-if #4; fiould. ee 


advancing: with relief ;. and fometimes over- 
turning -ladders;. men -and-all together. :,So. 

be gotten by .the:fword, iby.all-meanéto burn, ie on 
it; not,as.a.temple,, -bot as:a caftle 3.:for in: 


that. the Romans Iofs upon: this encounter was 
very-confiderable ; -;efpecially in the difputes’ 
they-had .for the defending. or-recovering of 
their colours, ‘as).ons-of; the ‘niceft points of | rhat cafe,: the fault:would)be theirs that-forced :; 
honour amongft the foldiers., Buty‘ia the.con-| the burning! of-ir, not.gheirs that did-it-by:ne-- 
clufion, «the: Jews -kepr the. enfigns .that: they| ceffity. i: But, fays Titus, - interpofing there yBut Titusfor 
took, -and -kill’d the -erfign-bearers 5; which | ‘¢.if: the: Jews: will:be ebftinate,, and tarn.a @vine i. 
And the Ro- territy’d' the : reft, -and;foreed. them:ito:a rez | “¢ temple into,a.citadel,:.fhall J ireyengé the: 
“€ ftabbornnefs of.::2 rebellious -péoplé). uponi 
“, ftoeks' and. ftones,: dnd Jay-the -moft-glorisua : 
“¢. fabrick of the; yniverfelsin: athes! for:.th¢ix: 
“¢ -fakes 2; Ie:wouldbe'an affront! fo the-dige; 


mans behave treat. Now to give the befiegers their duc,at; 
themfélves aft, ‘there, fell-not-a man. ef them. but dy’ dike 
“4 nity! of; Romenitfelfy to:think-of depriviag; 
‘¢ -the lemapire:. of: fo: itabrions. iam orbairichts;2 


hea f a Roman... -’Thofe of the:fadtion that had.done’ 
The Romans bravely~in former:encountersy,did-fo full {4nd 
order’d to set fo did Eleazar, -the nephew of; the zyrant,Si:- 

fireto the — mon :-but/Litus finding-by,this times,thas, 49; 

{paring a.firange ramps ibe did byrafacrifice:| When Hronto, Alexander, :aid: Cettealis} ; par-- 

his “own: mens-:he:gave orden to. -his :pcople| ceived xhegeneral’s nicanihg; ‘they:.cameoveri 

: to: hig ,opinion, : and-:fo..the .couscil: was, dif=; 

miffled;; with -orders;to the army-.to eft andy 

refrefliathemfelves, ito,be' rhe fitter: for.actioniz 

ifeveral shdide battalions: being. commanded-ont, 


forthwith to:ferfire tethe-gates. chron ys?! 
Two trea- —  Upaw :this-occafion,:: there came; oversto: 
‘in; tHe} mean: timen to look,atter the! firey: sands 
/ Cnt .outoways,.over he tuins,, "De. Jews bes 0. ob anol 


































































pancake him, Anarus of ;Bmmans; .one! of, Simons 
to Titus. guards,-and:the moft inhuman, wretch h¢.had, 
about-him 5. .with Archelgns the fonof, Maga-, 


dathesi who flacrerdthemfel ves-with:rhe hope, 





of better quartet for leaving ‘the: factioni upon |! ing iow iharrafled,...with. shard labowrshand «0003 se. 24 
winning hand....{Ditna:was {oywell informed,| their. courage: que|lidjd were’ quict:eriéugh for) 2 ot 
ithis-day:skut-theiday fallowing, cwheh they: ae a 


3 Wb 
of, the, barbarous; practipes.and: characterg; of; 
thefe pretended .conyerts, that; he, was,gneg) in 
thejmind; hnotwithftanding this pretence, - to: 
haye.gnt of both th¢in heads :ibeing fully con, 
vineens, that-ic wasipure: neceffity.and: defign,. 
not affection or good will, that brought them; 
over. Neither did he take them to have de- 
ferved their-lives-for-that-fervice,-that-firtfer. 
their country ina re and then abandoned 
Ss it. But however, upon fecond’ thoughts, he 
ou f_ ovexcame,»thg:: prowadation,:,‘and:.fo forgave 
anion therh) thougli wirh airefolution neven to,cruft 
them. thém. Avemsy dh i hop nays wove Aula! 
The Jews xs Erte gates were by-thisotime, in a blaze; .the 
five? 3 filverewonk over thom ‘melted, .and.the tim- 
co bers all in a flame ; infomuch,. that .the-fire 
was gotten to the next galleries. This was 


thad gathersditrengshz:and taken Heat! again,: 

itheyf midde aidefporate fally about thezfedond. 
chours:of: the yti day: shrqugh ithe cattenn -gatesrrhe Jews 
iupon, the guards! of: hb oursmard:temples::fybe make a def 
‘Romans-figodithe. firth thock, slikeqaivwall a.iperate fall 
gaint them, under the-powdr.of theit bucklers, UPon the Roz 
witha mighty refolucipn jobue'that wauldinoti 
haves lattdd long agdint-{uch an odda of fictcax; 

nefs and-numbera; i£,Gefar, -with afelegh bady 

of horfe (who, fawsrhe, agtion from sA ntoifia)! 

chad :notcome feafonablyiup,to théir:relip£y bes: 

fore .thay..gave..ground, 1 The Jows. Shrunk; ‘Titus fup- 
upon this charge 5 and the ;Romans breaking-ports them, 
in. jupon the -front,d thenireft betook!, themal8nd brings 
felves;ro, oe the.. Romans draw-: 
ing'off intheir, court, stha-Jews:rdly?d: and: 


_ . fachuaffurprize:to:chesJawesto find:thamfelyes | came onsagain. At this.rate.they: took theit:! | stot 4 
|... Wyaptrup in flaniéa, that-thoy ftood flaring: one | turns interchangeably; ‘charging-and.rctreating.. “" 97" * 
: upon :another: asi ifi thejy had been ‘thunder | till ahoutsthe fifth -fhoun.ot!.the day; ;. when. heath 


+: ftruck, iqwithont { smuchyas, attempting any: 
“+ thing toward theiy reliefsj-0r-concerning shem= 
* “fellves, cither: for: what was aoe contineds 
orfor: the faving. of:.the reft. ; They ¢had} ‘in 
fhort,) neither heart.nor:ftrength. left:them;, 
and: tha,fire-got proutid all thar day,y:.and the. 

~#* Phatis, about oureight-o'clock in the morning. ~ 

t ic, Our eleven in the morning, 


the Jews were :foreed: into ahe temples: anc: 
butup there.; :'Titys“:upan::chis! withdrew to_And forces , 
Antonia,.with a refolucion;to atcack: the.tem= the Jews ie 
le with his whole, army, the next movning. fe the temple, 
‘But, Gadin his providence had. from all cter- 
nity, dgonj'd it to the fire's ! and in: courte of 


time, 


FLAVIUS J OSEPHUS of 
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ut Titus ob- 


710 
time, the fatal day was now at hand: the| the fire increafed more and more, he took a 
tenth of the month * Lous, and the very fame | fome of his chief officers along with him into © 
day whereupon it was formerly burnt by the | the inward: temple ; where, upona ftriét exa- 

Jerufilen king cf Babylon, Bur this wasa conflagration } mination of matters, he found the glory and 

now burnt a which the jews brought upon themfelves ; magnificence of the place, even beyond the 

eee for Titus had no fooner left them in quiet,| very fame of it; or at leaf equal to the re- 

ay of the Dut the rebels made a fally upon Cefar’s guards | pore of the Jews themfelves. 

“month. asthey were at work, by his order, to ex-| ferving; that che fire had not as yet taken the 


tinguifh the fire: who put the Jews to the | fanctuary, and making atrue judgment upon 
rout upon it, and had the purfuit of them to]it, that it might not be yet too late to fave 


the temple. 


~~ 





CHAP. X. 


the holy place, he ftarted up, and in his own 
perfon earneftly befought his foldiers to do 
their uttermoft co put a ftop to the fire; giv- 
ing it in charge alfo to Liberalis, a centurion 
of his guards, to prefs the doing of it, and to 


A foldier pretends a divine impulfe, and fets fire\ cudgel thofe that refus’d. But what with an 


to the temple. Titus endeavours to flop it. 
dreadful maffacre. 


A foidier fers 
fre to the 
temple, un- 
der pretext of 
a divine im- 
Fulfe. 


palfe. 


A ungovernable rage, and an impotent fondnefs 


for war, neither fear nor refpecét was fufficient 
to keepthem within the compa(s of their duty. 


HERE wasatthistimea certain foldier, | There were others again that had their hearts 

that, without any pretence of authority ; fer upon the booty; nor doubting, bur where 

or confcience for fo impious a faét, took upon | the doors were plated with gold, they thould 
him to act by the iofpiration of a divine 1m-| find the infide all fll’d with hidden treafure. 
He mounted the thoulders of one ot | While Cefar was fo very intent upon the fa- 


his comrades, and then caft a flaming brand | ving of the temple, one of the foldiers at the 
into the golden window that looks toward the | fame time fet fire to fome of the door-pofts ; 
apartments on the north-fide of the temple. | whereupon Titus and his captains were forced 
The place took fireimmediately, which railed | to withdraw out of diftance of preventing the 
fuch an hideous outcry among the Jews, that | mifchief: fo that the temple was deftroyed at 
they haften’d all that was poifible to their rc-] laft, in defpite of whatever Titus could do to 


lief. For this was not a time, by fparing of 
their lives, or their perfons, when. they had 
loit the only thing'that had- made life precious 
tothem. The news of this conflagration be- 
ing brought to Titus, jutt as he was laying 
himfelf down in his tent. to take-a little re~ 
pofe atter the fatigue.of the combat, he leapt 
up; and immediately taking his chariot, paf- 
fed away with itto the temple, to try whathe 


| 


hinder it. 

Tuts defolation was a calamity. to make a 
body’s heart bleed; the ruin of the mof won- 
derful fabrick that ever was feen or heard of, 
both- for ftruéture, bulk, ftate, magnificence, 
the honour of religion, and of holy things. 
But we have this for our. comfort and. inftruc- 
tion yet, that there is- an.uncontrolable fata- 
lity attends all the works of the creation, 


could do toward. the putting out of the fire., whether animate, or inanimate ; and chat all 


His great officers followed him, and -the le-| things’ muit have their. period. 
gions after them, in’ fuch-a confufion, as is| remarkable revolution..alfo, 


It-is a moft 
that: this fecond 


but narural to a prodigious multitude. without | conflagration fhould fo exaftly anfwer.the-very 


Teas does all dife 


line. Cefardid-all that was tobe done with | day and month of the former, under the king of 


i 
he can tottop wants and figns,towards having it extinguifh’d; | Babylon,: as isfaid already. - We reckon from 


it, but ro no 
parpofe. bur 


it.all fignify’d:nothing; for the. greater | the -buildiug of the firft temple by Solomon, ; 
noife drown’d. the lefs, and they were every |ito-the deftruction of this inthe fecond! year of 


jot as blind torhe figns:and motions of his-|\Vefpafian, eleven hundred: and thirty years,. 
hand, as they were deaf to what he faid..Nei-|'feven months, and fifteen days: arid from-that. 


ther were the foldiers: govérn’d by menaccs.or 


commands; but only tollow’d the dittates of |'count fix hundred-t 


tage and paffion: fome were trampled -apon, 
and fqueez’d to death in crouds; others choak’d 


in the fulery ruins of the galleri¢s: over -the:|. 
porches; and the fame thing,’ whether they | 
‘The. common-}! 


overcame, OF Were overcome: 


of Haggai, in the-fecotid:of--Cyrus; --we-ac- 
hirty sine: years,° and:forcy: 


five days. 


o 








CHAP xi 25 


foldiers in the temple pretended, -in excufe of A cruelty that Spares neither age, foxy nor qua~ 
their difobedience, that they could not hear'|; Jity. - Nothing to-be--feen-but fire:.atd hilood.: 


their emperor’s orders; and they that follow-_ 
gave the word: forward to-throw. fire.]: 


ed 
The feditious, in fine, had no way in. the 


world to prevent it ; and.which way. focver |: 


they turn’d themfelves, they faw nothing but 


A dreadfil blood and deftruétion. 


maffacre, cad 


confufiee, them to the {word wherever they found them : 


mountains of dead bodies-were pil’d up about 
the altar, and ftreams of bloed flow’d down 
the ftairs; wich numbers of miferable crea- 
tures weltering in their own gore. 

Wuewn Titus faw there was no reftraining 
the fury of his foldiers, and that the fury of 


As for the poor peo-|' 
ple, the fickly, and the unarm’d, they put! 


Several prieffs engaged in the quarrel. Lhe 
temple confumed: to-afbes; and-all that was in 
it.. Six-thoufand ‘poor people deftroy?d upon the: 
credit of enthufiafiss ...i ~~ fot 


RET HEN ‘the temple was now~in flames, . babs 
“Y, the foldiers ee all that: came to 28 cee 
hand, and kill’d all they met, to the:degree ‘that fpares 
of a moft: prodigious flaughter and- pillage, neither age, 
without any:refpect cither to age or fex.;: but {S* uomgue 
young-and: old, facred and ‘prophane, pricfts. "7" 

and laicks, they all: went:cogether,: and:men: 

of all forts and qualities were equally involv’d: 

in the common calamities of the war; and: 





* ie. Auguft. 


whether 





the 


whether they refifted, or fubmitted; whether 
they ftood it out, or begg’d quarter, they 
far’d all alike. As the tire advanced, the 
crackling of the flames was heard, accom- 
pany’d with the dying groans of people at 
their laft gafp ; and betwixt the depth of the 
hill, and the extent of rhe conflagration, the 
whole city feem’d to be but one continued 
blaze. The tumult and uproar was fo dread- 
ful, that it isnot poffible to imagine any ching 
more terrible: what with the raging outcrics 
of the Roman legions, the howling of the re- 
bels when they found themfelves at the mercy 
of fire and fword, and the di{mal lamenta- 
tions of diftreffed wretches in thetemple, be- 
twixt the enemy and the fire: in fine, thofe 
upon the mountain, and thofe in the city, an- 
fwering one another by turns; the flames open- 
ing the eyes of thofe that the famine had well- 
‘nigh clofed, and infpiring frefh fpirit and abi- 
licy to deplore their misfortunes, ‘The neigh- 
bouring mountains and places beyond Jordan, 
echoing the fame complaints and grievances o- 
ver and over again; and the.calamity, in 
weighr, and fubftance, yet more than the noife. 
Nothingtobe The flafhes were fo impctuous and violent, 
feen but fire that the very mountain the temple ftood upon, 
and blood. — Jooked as if it had been one body of fire from 
the bottom; and the blood, in proportion, an- 
{werable to the flame ; for the number of the 
flain was fupcrior to that of thofe that did the 
execution. The ground was covered all over 
with carcafles, and the foldiers purfued the 
living over the bodies of the dead : butin the 
end, a band of ruffians beat back the Romans, 
and having forced their way into the out- 
ward temple, made their cfcape into the city, 
and the refit of the multitude got into the out- 
ward porch. 

THERE were a great many priefts engaged 
in this quarrel with the Romans, that made 
ufe of their temple-{pits inftead of darts, and 
of their feats with lead in them, that did 
them the office of ftones: but when they faw 
that this would do no good, and that the fire 
found them out ftill wherever they were, they 
covered themfelves for a while under a thick 
wall of cight* cubits over, Two of the 
principal men of this number, (Meirusthe fon 
of Belgas, and Jofeph the fon of Daleus) that 
might have faved themfelves by going over 
to the Romans, chofe rather to ftand or tall 
with their companions; and fo plunging them- 
felves into the flames, ran the fame fate with 
the temple. 

Wuen the Romans found the temple itfelf 
Yaid in afhes, they did not think it worth 
their while to fpare any of the reft of the build- 
ings, and fo put fire toall at once ; as the gates, 
and galleries, &c. fave only one on the eaft- 
fide, and anotheron the fouth: and thefe like- 
wife, not long after, follow’d the fortune of 
the reft. They burnt alfo the treafury, and 
the wardrobe, with jewels, money, rich ha- 
bits, and other goods to an incredible value. 
In one word, this place was the repofitory of 
all the Jews had that was precious. 

THERE were now gotten together into one 
gallery, without the temple, that was yet 
ftanding, in women, children, and a mixed 
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multitude that fled from the rabble, to the. 

number of near fix thoufand perfons. But be-Six thoufind 

fore Cefar could give any order or direétion Poor people 

in the cafe, the foldiers, in an extravagant aeiey — ye 

brutal fury, fet the place on fire, and plied it on 
> 3 enthnulalts. 

fo clofe that betwixt thofe that were burnt to 

death, and others that caft themfelves head- 

long down the ruin to fave themiclves, there 

was not one foul came off alive. 

_ Tue occafion of this mifchief was a certain 

Impoitor, who took upon him tro deliver a mef- 

fage from Almighty God, that day, to the 

people, and to this effeét, He commanded 

them in the name of God to go immediately 

up tothe temple, with an aflurance, that they 

fhould there receive an infallible proof of his 

divine favour and proteétion. ‘This was a 

common pra¢tice of the faction to pretend re- 

velations to kcep the credulous multitude firm 

againft all dangers, and to fecure them from 

deferting. But men in adverlity are apt to 

hope the beft, efpecially where they are pro- 

mifed relief, though it be but upon the credit 

of a falfe prophet. 


cee 


CHAP: XII. 


More credit given to falfe oracles than to the truth 
itfelf. d comet in the figure of a fword. A 

_ frrange light about the altar.” A cow brings 
Jorth a lamb. A braxen gate opens of itfelf. 
Chariots and armed men feen in the air. Fore- 
boding exclameations from a poor country crea- 
ture. He is fitf? punifoed for it, and then dif= 
charged as @ madman. “In the conclufion, ‘be 
foretells his own deftrudtion. A prophecy of an 
emperor to conze out of Gudea expounded of Vef~ 
pafianr. 








OW eafily were thefe fuperftitious ; 
wretches feduced into a belicr of falfe ees to 
oracles, counterfeits, and impoftors! But when filfe oracles, 
they were at any time premonith’d from the fhanto truth 
lips of truth itfelf, by prodigies, and other elf 
monitory prognofticks, of their approaching 
ruin, thcy had neither eyes, ears, nor under-. 
ftanding, to make a right ufe or application of 
them; but pafied them over without either. 
heeding, or fo much as thinking of them. As 
for example now ; 

Wuar fhall we fay to the comet that hung A prodigious 
over Jerufalem for one whole year together, Comet in the 
in the figure of a {word ? reute of a - 

Wuat fhall we think again of that won- oes fat 
derful light that was feen about the altar, a light about. 
little before the revolt, on the eighth of the the altar. 
month + Xanthicus, at the ninth ¢ hour of the 
night, upon the celebration of the pafchal feaft 
and continued for the fpace of half an hour as 
bright as day. This prodigy was looked up- 
on by the ignorant as a good omen; but it 
was expounded by thofe that knew better 
things, as the forerunner of a war, and the 
myftery unfolded before it came to pafs. 

Ar the fame feftival, there was another A cow that 
prodigy of a cow decliver’d of a lamb in the brought 
middle of the temple, as they were leading forth alamb. 
her up to the altar for a facrifice. , 


TE Fa ee a ne EET ng RE OT ne 
* Eight cubits were fomething upwards of fourteen Englith feet and an half, that is five yards lacking half afoot. 


t ive. April. . 4 
+ That iy our three o'clock in the morning. 
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Tue cattern gate of the inner temple, was 
made of folid brafs; and fo very heavy, that 
if was as much as twenty men could do every 
nighe to fhutit; betides that ic was faiten da 


with iron bolts and bars, mortis’d into a huge 


A brazen threthold of one intire ftone. This gate, a- 
Bocuse bout the fixth * hour of the night, open’d of it- 
of atielf. 


felf; and upon early notice given of it to the 
proper officer, he came immediatcly up to 
look atterit, and had much ado to make it fat 
again. Some ignorant people there were that 
took chis tor another good omen, defeanting 
uponit, that it was a gate of bleffings fet open 
to them by providence ; but the wifer fort 
made acontrary judgment of it; and that the 
opening of the gate was in favour of the cne- 
mv, und foretold defolation to the city. 

‘Some fhore time after the feitival was over 
(on the twenty firft of the month -f Artemi- 
fius) there appeated a prodigy of a vilion fo 
extraordinary, that I fhould hardly venture to 
report it, if I could not produce feveral cyc- 
witnelfes that are yet living to confirm the 
trath of it; and if the calamities that were 
foretold, had not come to pafs. There were 
{een up and down in the air, before fun-fet, 
chariots and armed men, all over the coun- 
trv, palling along with the clouds round about 
the city. 

Upon the feaft of Pentecoft, as the priefts 
were going to officiate in the inner temple 
according to cuftom, they heard at firfta kind 
ot acontufed murmur ; and atter that, a voice 
calling outcarneftly in articulate words, “ Ler 
“us be gone, let us be gone.””. 

Bur I come now to a ftory that pafles all 
the reft. About four years before the war, 
when the city was in a profound peace, and 
flowing in plenty, there was one Jefus the fon 
. of Ananus, a plain country fellow, who com- 
“ ing co the featt of tabernacles, (an annual teaft 
to the honour of God) broke out on a fudden 
into this exclamation over and over. ‘* A 
“¢ yoice from the eaft, a voice from the weft, 
“© a yoice from the four quarters of the world, 
“a yoice to Jerufalem, and a voice to the 
“C temple; 2 voice to new marry’d men and 
“6 women, and a voice to this whole nation.” 

Tuts washis cry day and night, from place 
to place, thorough every ftrect of the city. 
Some great men in the government took fuch 
offence at fo ill boding a liberty, that they 
order’d the man to be taken up and feverely 
whipt. He took the punifhment without re- 
turning fo much as one word, cither by the 
by, or in his own detence, or to complain of 
hard meafure ; but itill he continued to repeat 
the fame things over and over again, calling 
and denouncing as before. The magilttrates 
began now to fufpeét fas they had reafon for 
it) fomewhat of a divine impulfe in what he 
fuid; and that he fpoke by an extraordinary 
{pirit, Lie was carry’d upon this, to Albinus 
dhe governor of Judea; who caufed him to 
be lath’d to che very bones, which he took 
without cither tears or fupplication: only ina 
mournful voice, as well as he could, he fol- 
low’d every ttroke, with a Woe, woe to Je- 
rufalem! Albinus, as his judge, began to ask 
lim. who he way, whence he came, where he 


Chariess, and 
arsed men 
Yeen in the 
air. 


A voice crv 
Ingin the atr, 


Jetus de gone. 





The min 
pesth'd, bur 
ttill Lontinucs 
his outcry. 


* Tharis our twelve o'clock at nigghe. 
{i.c. May. 
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was born, and what he meant by that way of 
proceeding? Buthe gave him no anfwer. This He is dir- 
was his way all along, cill Albinus was fain cherged at 
to difcharge him at laft as amad-man. From ## # a mad- 
that time to the beginning of the war, he was "“™ 
never known to vilit or {peak to any of the ci- 

tizens 3 or tomake ufe of any other than that 

dolctul form of words Woc, woe to Jerufalem! 

He never gave an ill word to thofe' that daily 

fcourged him, or a good one even to thole that 

fed hun: but his anfwer was to all people a- 

like, an ominous prefage. He was obferved 

to be ftill more clamorous upon fettivals, than 

upon other days; and at this rate he went on 

for feven years and five months; without ci- 

ther his voice or his ftrength failing him, till 

the ficge of Jerufalem verify’d his prediéti-. 

ons. After this, he took the cour of the wall Fore-hoding 
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once again, crying out (with a ftronger voicc a a the 
than ordinar 1 1 te ena hts own 
y) Woe, woe to this city, this ae 


temple, and this people! concluding at latt 

with a Woe, woe be to me myfelf ! Andin this 

inftant he was taken off with a ftone from an. 

engine, in the middle of all his forebodings. 

Here is enough faid to convince and fatisty 

mankind,that our deftraétion is from ourfelves, 

and that providence is wanting in nothing to 

us, that may conduce tothe common good and 

benefit of reafonable nature: as well by the. 

means of forefight and revelation, as by the 

aid and faculty of reafon. But when we are 

precautioned of future events, and will take . 

no warning, our ruin lies at our own door. 

How came the Jews, after the taking of. An- 

tonia, to make the temple fquare, when they 

were confcious to themielves of a prediction 

in holy writ, that temple and city fhould be 

both taken, whenever it fhould be reduced to 

that figure? But the chief motive to this un- 

fortunate war, was the ambiguity of. another 

text, importing that in thofe days there fhould 

one come out of Judea that fhould have the 

command of the whole world. Now they ap- py pronh 

ply’d this to their own nation, and many.great ¢ eer a 
b > : y ofanem 

men fell into the fame error: but this pro= perortocome 

phecy, intruth, was intended of Vefpatian ; out of Judea 

who was created emperor in Judea. But in- eee 
et , of Vefpafian, 

terpretations go by fancy; fome one way, by Joteph, 

forne another: and fo it far’d with Jews, ull 

they came in the end to pay for thcir miftakes, 

with the irreparable deitru¢tion of themf{elves, 

and of their country. 








CHAP. XII, 

Titus proclaim'd emperor. The force of bunger 
and drought in extremity. Certain priefls or- 
der'd to be put to death. The faction difives a 
treaty, aud Titus agrees toit, Al pertinent 
difcourfe upon the fubject. Titus offers them 
terms 5 which they refufe, tuder pretence of an 
oath to the contrary. Titus orders upon this 
that no Jew foallhave either protcétion or quar- 
ter, The Romans fall on with five and ford ; 
but Titus continiwes tender and good natured to 
the laft. ~ 


HE rebels being now fled into the city ; 
the temple and all the places adjoining 


nee ea 


to 
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Titus pro~ 
ee ark enfigns againit the caftern gate; where they 
ees y offered facrifice, and with great fhouts and ac- 
Gold fank to Clamations, proclaimed.'Titus emperor. ‘They 
halt the value. got fo prodigious a booty, that gold in Syria 
was brought down upon it to halfthe prize. 
Theforceof ‘THER: was a child among the prieits upon 
drought and che wall, that begged of the Roman guards 
{umine. only a draught of: water to quench. his cthirit : 
which they freely gave him, out of a tender- 
nefs both to his age and to his necefliry, upon 
promifes of good faith on both fides. ‘The 
child went down and drank, and then filled 
a flagon that he carried along with him, and 
made fuch hafte back with it to his friends, 
that the guards. could not overtake him, _ ‘Fhe 
Romans charged the boy wich breach of arti- 
cles 5 but he pleaded for himfelf, that he co- 
venanted only for'libercy to fetch the water, 
not to continue with them when he hadir, and 
confequently bad broken no conditions. They 
found the fraud fo innocent, that they were 
well enough content to be fo cozen’d. 

Wuen the pricfts had ftayed five days long- 
er upon the wall, they were forced to come 
down; and deliver up themfelves by the ex- 
treme neceffity of an outragious hunger. The 
guards took them to ‘Titus, where they caft 
themfelves at his fect for mercy. But his an- 
iwer.was, they fhould have thought of that 
fooner: for now the temple was gone, it was 
but reafonable the priefts fhould go too, and 
that they and their temple fhould,be infepara- 

Titus orders ble. Upon this, ‘Titus ordered the, pricits to 
certain priefts be put co death, 

7 ue putto * "T'we heads of the faction, finding themfelves 
‘The fa@tion Preffed on all hands, and fo furrounded that 
defperate, it was impoffible to-come off, propofed a con- 
and defire a ference with Cefar; who, out of his natural 
sredtys generofity and goodnefs, inclined to entertain 
it; partly out of a defire to fave the town, and 
partly at the inftance of his friends, in hope 
that the rebels might be brought to_ better 
terms for the future., ‘Titus madc a ftand at 
the weft fide of the inner temple, near the gates 
that lcad into the gallery; and there was a 
bridge of communication betwixt the, temple 
and the upper. town, , which at this.time parted 
the Romans and the Jews. .The foldiers ga- 
thered together on both fides about their ge- 


“Titus enter- 
tiinsthe mo- 
tion, 


nerals: the Jews on the one hand, to learn | 


what hope of pardon ; and the Romans on thé 
other, out of curiofity to fee how. Titus would 
receive them: whoin the firft place command- 
-ed peace and filence, and that his men fhould 
forbear all hoftilities, amd fhouting; after 
- which he deliver’d his mind to them by an in- 
terpreter; giving thercby to underftand that 
he had a right to {peak firft. ; 

“ Anp Is not your country miferable e- 
‘ nough yet, do you think, good. people ? 
fays he.- Will you never be brought to a 
fenfe either of your own weakneis, or of 
the Roman power; but like fo many beaits 
and madmen, ruin your people, city, and 


And treats ‘ 
the Jewifh 

foldiers with 6 

a pertinent ¢ 

difcourfe up- ¢¢ 

onthe fubject. ¢, 

_ 6 

“¢ 

6 
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defervedly in the conclufion? When were 
-you ever out of broils and tumults, 
fince Pompey laid your city in rubbith? 
and nothing will. ferve you. now but open 
war againft the Romans. -Is it your num+ 


“ 


‘been able to deal with you. . Ordo you va« 


oy 








temple all in.one; and yourfelves too moft. 
6 Cefar. 





bers you-depend upon? why-you have fcen, 
fays he, that 4 {mall past of our army have. 
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to it being in flames, the Romans lodg’d their, “ ‘lue yourfelves upon the faich of your auxili+ 





“¢ aries and allics? Where is that people un- 
*¢ der the fun that.is not more or lefs in our al- 
legiance? or that would not rather court 
the friendthip of the Romans than the Jews? 
If you reckon upon the itrength of your bo-~ 
dies, take notice that the Germans are our 
fubjeéts. And fo for the firmnefs of your 
walls 3 are they ftronger than the Britains 
** wall, the ocean ? and yet thofe people, with 
that-fenfe, have not been able to withttand 
-us. Or if you rely upon the addrefs and re- 
folution of your leaders, we have been too 
** hard,you know, for the Carthaginians them~ 
felves. But it is the humanity of the Ro- 
imans, that hath rais’d up enemies to them-= 
felves: firft, in giving you lands in poffef- 
fion; and then in erecting kings out of your 
own tribes to govern them. We have allo 
granted you the freedom and exercife of 
your country’s laws, and permitted you to 
live both at home and abroad according to 
your own liking: and, which is more than 
all the reft, we have allow’d you the privi- 
leges of collecting, receiving, and employ- 
ing, contributions.and tributes for the main- 
tenance of your religion and God’s holy 
worfhip, with all freedom to yourfelves and 
friends. And what’s the ufe you have made 
of all thefe graces and benefits, but to. en- 
tich yourfelves into a capacity of doing us 
the more mifchief, in the employing of our 
own money againit ourfelves?:You do, in 
“€ truth, behave yourfelves like the worft, of 
“ ferpents, that practice upon the lives, of 
“ thofe that take them into their bofoms. 
Ir.is agreed thatthe contempt you had 
“ for the fpiriclefs heavinefs and fupine indo- 
*¢ Jence of Nero, made-you forget the, quict 
‘* chat at the fame time you enjoy’d, and put 
“* you upon ambitious and extravagant de- 
“ figns., 

“¢ My father, you muftknow, did not come 
¢ into Judea to call you toan account for your 
defeétion from Ceftius; but. rather to re- 
“¢ form, you by admionition and good advice. 
Af.the depopulating of this nation had been 
“ his bufineis, he would have ftruck at the 
root, and begun with Jerufalem, rather 
thanGalilce,and the adjacent parts; which he 
did on purpofe.to give you room and Icifure 
.torepent. But this good nature of his pafs’d 
‘¢- for weaknefs, and ourlenity hath given you 
“© a boldnefs that you take for courage. 

“ Arrer the death of .Nero, according to 
‘© the cuftom of other wicked men, you made 
“¢ advantage of our diyifions; and my father 
* and myielf were no fooner gone to Egypr, 
“¢ but you took the opportunicy of our being 
*¢ out of the way, to lay the foundation.ota 
“ waragainft us: and notwichftanding all the 
S* proofs we have given you of our tendernefs 
“¢ and humanity in the government of thofe 
* provinces, you had yet the face to enter in 
“¢ to practices again{t us, even when my father 
“© was already declar’d emperor, and myfelf 
‘ Nay, and it went farther yet; for 
“ after the very eftablifiment of us by com- 
“mon confent, in the quiet and peaceable 
°¢ pofieffion of the empire, and the gratulatory 
“¢. compliments that were pay’d us by foreign 
“¢ minifters, upon our acceffion to the govern- 
© ment, who but the Jews remain’d itill our 
“ enemies? as appeared by their difpatches of 

a s¢ embaffics 
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Titus offers 
therm terms, 
which they 
refute, uncer 
pretence or 
aa oathto the 
contrary. 


Order’d up- 
on this, that 
no Jew fhall 
be allow'd ei- 
ther prorec- 
tion, or 
qjeartec. 


*© embaffics and deputations as far as beyond 
“© Euphrates, for ailiftance in their revolt. To 
“ fay nothing of your new fortifications, fac- 
“ tions and compttitions, till it came in the 
“end co acivil war: an ingratitude that none 
“© but the wickedeft of men could have been 
§ puilty of. ; 
“ Wen my father fent me (though with 
“ great difficulty and reluctance) to call this 
“© ftubborn rebellious city to account, how did 
“© I pleafe myfelfto hear thatthe people were 


Jo 


« 

oe 

cc 
«cc 
ce 


expect cither protection, or quarter; but 
that they might now detend themfelves by 
arms as well as they could; for Cefar was 
refolv’d to govern himfelf by the rules of 
war.” Sothe foldiers had leave given them 
to fall on with fire and fword, and make their 
beit of the fpoil of the city. There was no- 
thing done that day; but the next morning 
they fet fire to the regifter-office, the caitle, 
the council-chamber, and a place call’d O- 
phlas: and fo the fire fpread to queen Helen’s 


“© well difpofed towards a peace! how did I | palace inthe middle of the mount, deftroying 


“ beg of you to prevent a war before any 
“ blood was drawn! Can you fay that I did 
“ nor make itas eafy to you afterwards as I 
“© could? did I ever refufe any man of you | 
“¢ chat offer’d himfelf? did I ever break faith | 
‘© with any man thatcame over to mc? How | 
“ cender was I of your prifoners! or did I e- ; 
“© ver ufe fevericy to any man thar did notin- | 
“© Alame the quarrel? With what unwilling- | 
“© nefs did I come to the battering of your | 
‘© wallst and fo [kept off all bloody execu-' 
* tions trom you, as much as poffible. When. 
“ did ever ger the beeter of you, and not | 
“« fue for peace, as if you yourfelves had been , 
“« the conquerors ? Whenever I came near your | 
“ temple, I took no advantage of the right 1} 
“¢ had by the law of arms to the deftroying of 
“ic; buc only made it my requeft to you to | 
“* {pare yourfelves, and all that was holy that | 
« belong’d to you. Did I not offer you free | 
“ Jeave todepart, and upon terms of fecurity | 
“ coo? or it nothing but fighting would ferve 
“your turn, I gave you the choice of your 
“© time and place: and what’s the fruit now of 
“© all this tendernefs, but the burning of the 
« temple with your own hands, that I would 
“ {> fain have preferv’d? and have you the 
* impudence now at lait to invite me to a par- 
<¢ Jy. as if you had any thing Icit you to at- 
“© cone tor what you havedettroy’d ? How can 
«© wou cxpeét a pardon for yourfelves, so 
| 





“© would not fo much as pardon your own 
“ temple? and here you prefent yourfelves in 
‘¢ armstoo, without fo much as pretending to 
“‘ be fupplicancs, Bur to come now to the 
“© ground of this miferable confidence. Your 
“© people have neither heart nor foul lett them ; 
“¢ your temple’s gone, the city mine, and your- 
“ felves ali at mymercy 3 and yet you would 
*“ be thought ro infiit upon terms of honour 
“ pow at Jaft. But not to ttand expoftulating 
‘“ any longer with your pertinacious follies, 
‘© Jay down your arms, and render yourfelves, 
‘© and Iam yet content to give you your lives: 
*< and asin a private family a gentle mafter in- 
“© dicts punifhment upon ftubborn offenders ad- 
«* equate to the nature of their crimes; fo 
“© when I’ve once done neceflary juftice upon 
<* the main, you fhall find me merciful as to 
“* the reft.”’? The faction return’d him this an- 
fwer: ** That they could not deliver them- 
“ {elves up, upon any promife or aflurance he 
“© could give them, becaufe they were underan 
** oath to the contrary; but that they were 
“© ready to be gone, it he picas’d, with their 
“© wives and children into the defart, and leave 
«© che townto the Romans.” Titus took irfo 
heinoutly to fee prifoners giving law, and im- 
fing conditions upon the conquerors, that he 
refently caufed proclamation to be made, 
«© Thatno Jew fhould prefume for the future 
* to make any further application toTitus, or 


all before it, together with the dead bodies, 
with which the houles and. itreets were croud= 
ed full. 


The Romans 
full on with 
fire and 
fword, and 
take the fpoif 
to themfelves, 


Ow the fame day, the fons and brethren of Titus tender 


king Izates, with feveral otherperfons of ho- 
nour, join’d ina petition to Cefar for their 
lives; who, according to his ufual practice, 
granted the petition, though very much ina 
cens’d againft the party. But they were all 
order'd to prifon, and the fons and near re= 
lations of Izates carry’d afterwards bound to 
Rome for hottages. 





CHAP. XIV. 


The fation moves to the palace royal, where they 
cut off eight thoufand four hundred perfons, and 
feize all the treafure. Anice point of Romaz 
honour. Fofeph gives good advice, but it is loft 
upon them. Sinks and vaults are fearched for 
deferters, and they kill allthey take. Nodeath 
fo ghaftly as that of a famine. The laft hope 
of the faction isin thetr biding-holes, 


HE rebels fteer’d their courfe next to 
the royal palace, a ftrong and a fate 
lace, with a greattreafurelaid upinit. The 
few beat the Romans out of the houfe, kill’d 
all cheir countrymen that they found there, to 
the number of near cight thoufand four hun- 
dred perfons, and carry’d off all the money. 
Upon this encounter, there were two Roman 
foldiers taken alive, a horfe-man and a toot- 
man: the latter was kill’d, and dragg’d along 
the ftreets quite through the town, as if it had 
been to revenge the whole nation upon that 
fingle body. The horfe-man, upon a pretence 
that he had fomewhat of momentto communi~ 
cate, was carry’d to Simon; and having no- 
thing to fay when he came there, order was 
given to Ardalas, one of Simon’s officers, to 
have him put to death. So he was prefently 
taken out with his hands bound behind him, 
and a fwathing-band over his eyes, to have 
his head cut off within fight of the Romans; 
but as the executioner was drawing his {word 
to do his office, the prifoner ftarted away, and 
made his efcape over to the Romans. Titus 
would not fuffer him to be put to death, for 
making his efcape from the enemy; but look’d 
upon it as fuch an indignity to have a Roman 
foldier taken alive, that he was difarm’d and 
cafhier’d upon it; which to a man of honour 
is worfe than death. 

Ir being the Romans fortune next day to 
rout the Jews out of the lower city, they put 
all ina blaze as far as Siloah; and hadthe plcea- 
fure of fecing what havock the conflagration 
made ; but the booty was gone; for the ruf- 
fians had difpos’d of that already into the up- 
per tows. Now they were not a people to 

repent 


and good na. 
tur’d ro the 
laf, 


The faction 
moves to the 
palace royal, 
a place of 
great ftrength 
They cut off 
eight thou- 
fand four 
hun dred per- 
fors there, 
and feize all 
their treafure 


A Roman 
point of hor 
nour. 


The Jewsob« 
ftinate in 
their wick- 
ednefs. 
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repent of any mifchief they had ever done, and 
they kept up their arrogance in the worft of 
forcuanes, The burning of the city was to 
The confla~ thema fpettacle of joy; and they declar’d 
grationferves chat, as matters ftood at that time, they were 
shen Dons ready to welcome ‘death itfelf with comfort ; 
a ipettac’s fornow the people were watted, and almott 
totally cut off, the temple burnt to afhes, and 





the town all ina flame, there was nothing left | j 


for the Romans that were to come after them 
he aula crenata ak Jofeph 
ot ur while things were at this pafs, Jofep 
bs Pee did all that was = be done to fave the mife- 
to-little pur- rable remains of a ruin’d and a defolated city ; 
pote. dividing himfelfin his applications, betwixt 
inveétives againit the impious inhumanities of 
the one fide, and feafonable encouragements 
and good counfels ontheother: bur it was all 
tono purpofe; for he Jews were both ty’d up 
by their oath, and as good as befieg’d by the 
overpowering numberot the Romans ; belide, 
that their fwords were wonted to blood and 
flaughter. 

In this diftraction, they fcatter’d themfelves 
all over the city; huncing, and watching up 
and down in the ruins, vaults, and clfe where, 
dferters;, for deferters. They took a great many of 
and they kill them, and they kill’d all they took (for they 
all they tke. Were too weak to run for it) and their dead 
No death fo they caftto the dogs; but of all deaths, ta- 
ghuftly asthat mine was the moit frightful and ghaftly. 


Sinks and 
vaules are 
fearched for 
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4 prieft, articles with Cefar for his life. Phi- 

eas the treafurer makes a farther difcovery. 
“ee upper town was feated upon fuch The upper 
7 crags and precipices, that Titus found fown nor to 
it utterly impoflible to gain it without new Po feken 
mounts; fo that upon thetwentieth of the mounts. 
month * Lous, he went in hand with the pro= Titus fets the 
ect. Carriage was extremely difficult and projecta foor. 
troublefome, (as I have faid clfewhere;) for 
the materials were all cut down forthe former 
works, within an hundred + furlongs of the 
town. The four legions threw up a mount on 
the weft fide of the town, over againft the pa- 
lace royal: the auxiliaries and the reft caft up 
another toward the galleries, and the bridge, 
and a fort that Simon built in his war with 
John, known by the name of Simon’s tower. 
At-the fame time the Idumean officers confult- The Idume- 
ed together among themfelves how to defert, ans offer their 
and get overto the Romans, and fent five de- ee to Ti- 
puties with a tender of their fervice to Titus, 5. DE 
and a fubmiffive petition for mercy in the name be his par- 
of the reft. Though this came late, yet Titus don. 
however, upon an opinion that Simon and aoe grants 
John would be obliged to furrenderthemfelves, “2 *eduel- 
after fuch a defertion, fent the deputies back 
with a promife of their lives; for he looked 
upon the Idumeans as the moft confiderable , rSi 
part of their army. ‘This plot, it feems, had fetal ; 
taken air, and Simon caufed the five deputies puts the dee 
immediately to be put to death, and thcir lea- puties to 


‘ders imprifoned, reckoning James the fon of 24th. 


any other mercy from them, than. what | Sofas for the chief. And though much could 
they promis’d themfelves in the exchange j not be expected from the common foidiers, 


and this was; now the officers were gone, the reft of the 


the cafe with the feditious alfo upon the fame | Idumcans were kept yet under a ftrifter guard ; 


and all not fufficient to hinder them from de« 


bodies from one end of rhe city tothe other, | ferting. ‘There were many cut off, ’tis true ; 


famine. 

of famine. ‘There were feveral that went over to the Ro- 
mans, without cither the hope, or defire, of 
of one death for another: 
account, ‘The ftreets were cover’d with dead | 
which were either murder’d or ftarv’d. 

The laft hope 

of the faction was in the receffes of finksand privies, upon a 

isin theirhid- J 455 fancy that they might lie conceal’d th | 

ing holes. n y y mig ere 


and that they might make their efcape; not 
confidering that holes and hiding~-places are 
no proof againft the all-feeing cye of Jjuftice, 
The Jews that were poffefs’d of thefe fubtcr- 
ranean retreats, did more mifchief than the 
Romans by the fire; killing and_ robbing all 
they could meet, that came for fan¢tuary to 
thofe caverns: and let their food be never fo 
coarfe or foul, fuch was their necefliry, that 
it became a caufe of quarrel; infomuch thar I 
verily believe, ifthe fiege had continu’d, the 
living would have been inhuman enough to 
eat the flefh of the dead. 








CHAP. XV. 


The upper town not tobe taken without new mounts. 
Titus fets the proje& a foot. The Idumeans 
offer hin their fervice by their deputies, and 
beg his pardon. Titus grants them their re- 
qiteft :. but Simon immediately puts the deptities 


to death. Whole families fold like herds of 


Titus fets forty thoufand 
Fefas, 


beafis in a market. ‘ 
men at liberty that came over to hiut. 


* ie. Auguift. 
+ An hundred 2 
handred aa fifty geometrical paces. 


24. 


furlongs (as hath been before obferved) amounted to twelve Englifh miles and an half, and an 


but more that efcaped; and they were all re-= 


Tue laft hope of the tyrannical faétion, | ceived; for Titus had too much generofity and 


good nature to prefs his former prohibition to 
the uttermoft rigour; and the very foldicrs 


till all fhould be over, and the Romans gone ; | themfelves, betwixt the hope of booty, and a 


glutof blood, began to exercife more humani- 

ty and moderation. As for the common peo~ Whole fami- 
ple, (which were all that were now left) they lies fold like 
were fold with their wives and children, like petode of 
beafts in a market; and at very eafy rates too, p-utsin 3 
there being but few purchafers. Titus reflect- ; 

ing upon this, and upon his own proclamation, 

whereby he had forbad any more Jewstocome 

over to’him fingle, out of a defire to fave as 

many of them as he could, he was now pleafed 

to difpenfe with his own order, and to receive Titus fts up- 
as many of them, one by one, as prefented them- cee oe 
felves: but with fupervifors over them, to di- 5, liberty char 
ftinguith the good from the bad, and to deal came over to 
with them according to their merits. here him. 

were vaft numbers of them fold, and upward 

of forty thoufand fetat liberty by Titus, to go 

whither they would. 

Tuere was at the fame time one Jefus, a Jefis,a prieft, 
prieft, and the fon of Thebuth, who com- Pan oF 
pounded with Cefar for his life, upon condi= jricies with 
tion to deliver up to him fome of the vefiels, Cefar for his 
donatives, and other ornaments, belonging to life, upon 
the holy temple. So he wert out, and gave oe sa 
him over the wall two candlefticks, like thofe 7% C ichelcrg= 
ing to the 
temple. 


. 


8T in 
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temple ; fome tables, cups, and goblets; allot 


fub{tantial and pure geld: he gave him alfo 
feveral veils, facerdotal habits, precious ftoncs, 
and a great number of facrificing veiicls. 
Tuere was alfo taken, one Phineas, the 
eee a Keeper of the holy treafure; who produccd a 
farther difco- great many pricits habits and girdles, purple 
very. 2nd {carlet ftufls, that were orderly folded up 
for ufe, There was alfoa proportion of cinna- 
mon, caffia, gums, and perfumes, for daily in- 
cenfe: befides feveral forts of holy ornaments 
and private goods. But for the fake of this 
fervice, though the man was a fair prifoner of 
war, and taken by force, he was treated yet 
as if he had voluntarily deferred to them, and 
that all he did had been out of pure good 
will. 


Phineas, the 








CHAP. XVI. 


The mounts are fnify'ds and the Romans ad- 
vance with their machines. Some fbift for 
themfelves: and cthers find their ground. Si- 
mon and Fobn in borrer aud defperation with 
frightful fiorics and falfe alarms. They give 
ap tire: forts, that could never have Leen taken 
but by flarviang, which did the whole werk. The 
Reniazns carry all before thems and the Fews 
dike wipers eat cut the belly of their uctker. A 
picus ejaculation of Titus’s. He eres?s @ nicitit- 
ment to his geod fortune. Titus gives orders a- 
“out bis prifcners. 


“HE works being now finifh’d, on the 
feyenth of the month * Gorpicus, (hav- 

g been eighteen days a doing) the Romans 
advanced their machines ; and that part of the 
faction, that defpaired of holding out, quitted 
the walls, and withdrew to thecaftle ; others 
Thetimoroes into privy houfes and vaults: but the more re- 
part ot the |_foluce ftopp’d, and made head againft thofe that 
draws; tome Were to Manage the battery: the enemy all 


The mounts 
we ne 
:and jn 
Romans 
ce with 








to Acr. this while being fuperior to them, both in 
Ozbersinto {trength and number ; over and above the ad- 
the city 


Yantage of menin heart, and puffed up with 


sea fucceis, againft a fad, a defpairing, and an un- 


the refolure 


fland their fortunate people. So foon as ever they took 
ground. notice of any tlaw in the wall, or that any of 
- ee the turrets gave way to the engines, the de- 
the fironger 


fendants fhitted immediatcly away as faft as 
they could: infomuch, that Simon and John 
themfclves were feized with a panick terror, 


party of tne 
3 





ant 


J #*<° and ready to fly, even before the Romans 
o ix. ergaa ° o* . . 

e: Bi te: were come within diftance of doing them any 

vor: arda- hurt. It would have grieved a body’s heart, 


bandored by though for the vileft of mifcreants, to fee 
heir thofe mentrembling and knocking their knees, 
as if they were finking into the ground, that 
had been but juft before puff’d up to the high- 
eft degree of arrogance and prefumption, both 
in words and actions. Never fo wonderful a 
change ! They made an attempt indecd upon 
the wall of circumvallation that the Romans 
raifed about the town. In fhort, they attacked 
it, and made a breach in it; with a refolution 
to fall upon the guards and make an efcape: 
but perceiving, when they look’d to be fe- 
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mov’d them, In this phantaftical variety of 
frightful apprehenfions, cvery man framed a 
ftory according to his imagination, One brings 
news that the whole wall to the weftward, 
was overthrown; others, that the Romans 
were juft at the foot of ir: fome, that they 
were entered, and fuch and fuch of them fecn 
in poffcilion of the towers. Whatever they 
feared, they faw ; falling proftrare upon their 
faccs, and bemoaning their follies in a paffion, 
as if they had been thunder-ftruck, not know-= 
ing which way to turn themfelves, ; 

‘Tue power of God on theone hand, and his 
goodnefs on the other, was very remarkable And infiruae 
upon this occafion; for the tyrants ruined ted into giv- 
themfelves, by quitting thofe holds of their ing up of 
own accord, that could never have been taken at 
but by famine; and this, after the Jews had never have 
{pent fo much time to no purpofe upon other been taken 
Pieces of leis value. By this means, the Ro- but by ftar- 
mans became mafters of three impregnable The quitiin 
forts, by fortunc, that could never have been of chef: three 
taken any other way: for the three famous towers did 
towers formerly mentioned, were proof againft the whole 
all battery. a 


ork. 
Upon Simon and John’s quitting thefe tow- 
ers; or rather, upon their being driven outof 
them by the impulfe of a judicial infaruation, 
they haftened away to the vale of Siloa, where 
they took breath a while; and after fome re 
collection and refrefhment, they gave an af- 
fault to the new wall there: but fo faint and 
weak, that the ang beat themoff; for be- 
twixt fatigue, defpondency, dread, and mi- 
fery, their ttrength failed them, and they were 
then fcattered feveral ways into finks and com- 
mon fewers. 
Tue Romans being now poflefled of the 
walls, planted their enfigns upon the towers 
with outcries and fhouts of joy, to find the 
end of the war fo much egfier than the begin- 
ning: if at leaft the war was now at an end, 
which they could not well doubt of, without 
diftrufting their own eyes. 
‘Tue foldiers having gained the laft wall with 
out bloodthed, could hardly believe it was the The Romans 
laft, and were nota little farprized to meet with carry all be- 
no oppolition ; whereupon dividing themfelves, forethem, 
they rang’d through every ftreet in the town, f0, the extre- 
with their {words drawn ; killingall that fellin snd blood. 
their way without diftinétion, and burning 
entire houfes, and whatever was in them, in 
one common flame. In feveral places, where 
they entered to fearch for pillage, they found 
whole familics dead, and the houfes cramm’d 
with hunger-ftarved carcafles: fothat upon the 
horror of fo hideous a fpeétacle, they came 
out again empty-handed 3 but the compaffion 
they had for the dead, made them not one 
Jot tenderer to the living ; for they ftabbed e- 
very man they met,. till the narrow paflages 
and alleys were choaked up with carcafles: 
fo that the chanels of the city ran blood, as 
if ic had been to quench the fire. In the 
evening, they gave over killing, and at night 
fell afrefh to burning, 
‘Tue cighth of the month Gorpieus put an 
end to the conflagration of Jerufalem; andif 
all the bleffings itever enjoyed from the foun- 


conded, that their friends had all for-| dation of ir, had but been comparable in pro= The Jews, 
Mifledby faken them, they hurried away in con-| portion tothe calamities irfuffer’d in chis fiege, like vipe™ 
frightful fufion, as their fears and their neceffities| that city had been undoubtedly the envy of pi) of heir 
ftories and mantel: 


£.lfe alarms: * ie. Seprember. 


the 
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life. The city a heap of afbes, and the walls 
thrown down. 
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the world. But the greatett plague of ail 
came out of its own bowels, in that infernal 
race of vipers that it brought forth, to eat out 
the belly of the mother. - 

Wut e ‘Titus was now taking a view of 
the ruins of this glorious city, the works, the 
fortifications, and cfpecially the turrets, which 
the tyrants had fo fottifhly abandoned; while 
Cefar, I fay, was.entertaining himfelf in the 
contemplation of the height, dimenfions, and 
fituation of thefe towers, the defign, work- 

; ,,, Manthip, and curiofity of the fabrick, withthe 
ee Bion ce. Wonderful contrivance of the whole, he let 
Titus’s to the fall this expreffion: “* Well! (fays he) if God 
honourot = “* had not fought both for us, and with us, 
providence. *¢ we could never have becn mafters of thefe 

“ forts, It was God, in fine, that affifted us, 
** and fought for us, by drawing the Jews 
“¢ from thefe ftrong holds : otherwife what 
¢ power of men and machines could ever have 
“been able to have prevailed againft thefe 
“ fortifications?” When Titushad faid this, and 
great deal morc upon the fame fubjeét, in the 
hearing of ‘his fricnds, it was his next care to 
fet ali the prifoners at liberty that the tyrants 
had left in the towers: and afterwards, upon 
the razing and demolifhing of the city, to pre- 
ferve thofe turrets as a monument to the ee 
nour of his good fortune; without whofe 
ere affiftance he Gald never have done what he 
good fortune. did. : 
ae T'xe foldiers being very much fatigued with 
ou fives. doing execution, and there being a great num- 
the prifoners, ber of Jews fill furviving, Titus ordered his 

y “mento hold their hands, and to difpatch none 

but fuch as they found arm’d, or in a pofture 
of refiftance, and to.. give quarter to all reft. 
But the foldiers went beyond their commifii- 
on, and put the aged and the fickly to the 
{word promifcuouily, with their companions ; 
and for thofe that were ftrong and ferviceable, 
they fhut them up in the temple, in the wo- 
micns quarter; Cefar appointing Fronto, one 
of his friends and freemen, to inform himfelf 
of the pcoplc, and-to do by them as they de- 
ferved, As for the ruffians, and the {editious, 
that impeach’d one another, he had them all 
put to death: buf for men of comely and grace- 
ful perfons, and in the prime of their youth, 
he referved them for the triumph : fending a- 
way all the remainder of them, who were a- 
bove feventeen years old, into Egypt, to be 
employ’d in fervile offices and drudgery: befide 
thofe that were diftributed up and down the 
provinces, for the ufe of the theatres, in the 
quality of f{wordmen or gladiators; and all un- 
-der feventeen, were expofed to fale. 

In the mean time, while the prifoners were 
under Fronto’s charge, there were eleven thou- 
fand of them ftarved to death; partly through 
the churlifhnefs of their keepers, that refuted 
to give them meat; and partly through 
the fqueamifhnefs of their own ftomachs that 
could not defpenfe with it: but in cruth, the 
mouths were too many for the provifion. 


(oo). 6 CHAP XVI 
Lhe number of the dead, and of the prifouers, in 
‘+ this war.” Fobu and Simon taken. the one 
kept for thetviumph, the other a prifoner for 


* That is from our three in the afternoon till five. 











































the dead was eleven hundred thoufand ; 
greater part of them Jews by nation, though 
not natives of Judea: tor it was only a general 
meeting of them at Jerufalem, gathered toge- 
ther from all quarters to celebrate the feait of 
the Paflover, who were there furptized into 
awar. ‘There was fo ptodigiotis a multitude; 
and they fo ftreighten’d for lodgings, that the 
crowd firft brought the plague into the town, 
and then quickly made way for a famine. Not 
but that the city was abundantly capable yet 
of entertaining that vaft body of people, if the 
calculation of Ceftius at leaft may pafs for any 
thing ; as follows: : 
Nexo had fo great 4 contempt for the Jews, 
that Ceftius made it his {uit ro the high-pricft 
to bethink themfelves fome way of numbering 
their people : and this he did out of a defire 
to give Nero to underftand, that the jewith 
nation was not fo defpicable as he imagined 5 
fo that they took their time to entct upon the 
computation, at the celebration of thcir pafchal 
feaft; when offering up factifices according to 
cuftom, from the ninth* hour of the day tothe 
cleventh, and thofe facrices to be caten after- 
wards in their families, by ten at leaft, and 
fometimes twenty toa lamb: they reckoned 
upon two hundred fifty five thoafand and fix 
hundred oblations ; which, at the rate of ten 
to a lamb, amounted to two millions five 
hundred and fifty fix thoufand perfons, all 
clean and found; for neither lepers, feorbu- 
ticks, men troubled with gonorrhea’s, women 
in their monthly ficknefs, “or people labouring 
under any maligant diftempers, were admit— 
ted to any part in this folemnity ; no more 
were any ftrangers, but what came thither for. 
religion. So that this mighty concourfe of 
people from abroad before the ficge, was af= 
terwards by the rightcous providence of God, 
cooped up in the city as ina prifon: and the 
number of the flain in that fiege was the hea- 
vieft judgment of the kind that ever was heard 
of. Some were killed openly ; ethers kept in 
cuftody by the Romans, who fearced the very 
fepulchres and vaults for them, and put alk 
they found alive to the fword, There were 
upward of two thoufand, that had cither laid 
Violent hands on themfelves, or killed one 
another by confent; befide thofe that perith’d 
by famine. The putrid corruption of the 
dead bodies fent out a vapour to poifon as 
many aS came with in reach of itr: Some were 
not able to endure it, and went out of the 
Ways others had their hearts fo fer upon 
booty, that they rifled the very carcafles, and 
trampled upon the dead bodies as they lay 
foaking in their corruption. But avarice fticks 
at nothing: They brought out feveral pri- 
foners alfo that the two tyrants had laid in 
chains there ; for they kept up their cruelty 
to the laft : but God’s juftice overtook them 
both in the end ; for John and his brethren in. 
the vaults, were now driven by the diftrefs of 
an infupportable hunger, to beg that mercy 
of the Romans, that they had fo often def 
'pifed; and Simon, aftcr a long ftruggle with 
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an 





HE number of prifoners in this war was The number 
if ; 


ninety feven thoufand: the number of of the dead 
the and of the 
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an infuperable neceffity (as we fhall thew here- 
after) deliver’d up himfelf: the latcer being 
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John and Si- 
mon taken 





CHAP. XIX. 


ati referved for the triumph, and John made a| Titus provides for the honour and reward of thofe 
prifoner for lite. The Romans, after this, that behaved themfelves bravely in the war. 4 


for the 
spams the burnt the remainder of the city, and threw 
other a pri- , calls 
fence for life Gown the walls. 
The remain~ eat 


gencrous [peech of bis to his foldiers, accom- 
pany’d with bounties aud prefents. Titus offers 
a thank{giving facrifice for bis victory. 








der of the 
city laid in as ESAR having now determined to Icave 
aes, ad the CHAP, XVIII. ; C the tenth fasion in garifon in Jerufalem, 
Mow Ferttifalem taken and deftroyed. Melchizedeck | with fome fquadrons and battalions of horfe 
the firft founder of it; who gave it the name of | and toot, and having difcharged all the parts 
Ferujalem, in exchange for Solyma. The city) of a vigilant and a careful general, he came 
laid all in rubbip. now to bethink himfcelf of encouraging and re~ 
warding thofe that had fignaliz’d themfelves Titus pro 
Teratalem HUS was Jerufalem taken, and utterly | in his fervice. Now to this end, he mounted vides, now 
takens and dettroy’d, in the fecond year of Vefpa- ja tribunal, wich the choice of his great of- the war is 
dettroy'd.  fian, and on the eighth day of the month | ficers about him, at the head of his camp, and Pp?" for as 
* Gorpieus ; having been five times taken be~| upon an eminence where he might beft be reactor 
fore, i. e. by Azocheus, king of Egypt; An- | heard; and from thence deliver’d himfelf to tho thar ° 
tiochus Epiphanes, king of Syria, Pompey, | his army in terms to this effect. ferved him 
and Herod, with Sofius ; who did all pre- ‘“* Ie is impoflible, fays he, my brave fel- 70. 
ferve the city after it was taken. But Ne- |.“ low-foldiers, to exprefs how kindly [ take 
buchadnezzar, the king of Babylon, laid it |“ the generous faith and refpeét you have 
waite, thirteen hundred fixty years, eight |“ been pleas’d to pay me all along this war. 
months and fix days after the building of | «© And fo he enter’d upon the topicks of their 
it. _., |" orderly difcipline and obedience ; their in- 
Necvetie es Tue fart founder of it was a Chanaanitifh |‘* yincible firmnefs and refolution upon all 


called Melchizedeck, which in the 


eek the art prince, 


ce 


occafions, and in the moft prefling of dan- 


founder of it. Hebrew language fignifies a juit king ; for | «6 gers; the reputation they acquir’d in ad- 
Metchize. uch he was inan eminent manner. 4+ He firit - vancing the honour, and enlarging the tere 
dekecha. ged dedicated this ciry to God 5 ereéted a temple | ¢ ritory of their country: and finally, in gi- 
So.ymainto in it, and officiated in the quality of a prieft ;| ‘* ving’ all men to underftand, that neither 


giving it the name of Jerufalem, which before 
was called Solyma. . 

Wew David the king of the Jews came 
afterwards to drive out the Channaanites, he 
planted his own people there: and in four 
hundred = feventy feven years and three 
months, after this, it was laid wafte by the 
Babylenians. 

From the reign of David there, to the de- 
itruaction of the city by Titus, it was eleven 
hundred and feventy§ nine years; and twothou- 
fand one hundred feventy feven years from the 
foundation of it. But neither antiquity, 
wealth, fame, nor the honour of the religion 
irfelf, was any fecurity againft the appoint- 
ments of fate. 

Tuts was, in fine, the iffue of the fiege: 
and when the foldiers had neither rapine nor 
blocdfhed for their fpleens to work upon, (as 
they would not have beenidle, if they had 
had matter) Titus ordered them to lay the city 
and temple level with the ground; and to 
leave nothing ftanding, but the three famous 
towers, Phafael, Hippicos, and Mariamne, that 
over-top’d all the reft; and a piece of a wall 
to the weftward of the town, where he de- 
figned a garifon: the towers to remain as fo 
many monuments to pofterity of the Romans 
power and conduét in the taking of them. 
This order was punétually executed ; and all 
the reft laid fo flat, that the place looked as 
The city laid if it had never been inhabited. This was the 
level wich the end of the Jerufalem faétion ; a mad and a {c- 
ditious people: and this was alfo the end of 
the moft glorious city of the univerfe. 


Jerufatem. 


ground. 


odds of numbers, advantages of forts, 
ftrength ofplaces, power of populous cities, 
the precipitate madnefs, or the outragious 
fury of brutal adverfarics, can ever dif- 
compofe the Roman ,conduét and courage. 
Not but that now and then by fits, the Jews 
have had fome favourable turns of fortune 
too: butic is a great thing, however, fays 
he, tc put an happy end to a war that has 
been fo long a foot; which is as much as 
they could wifh for themfelves when they 
firft engaged init. And it is a greater yet, 
fays he, to fee your choice of the Roman 
emperors and generals, not only admitted, 
but univerfally and thankfully approv’d. 
He could not, he faid, but love and admire 
them all for what they had worthily done: 
but for thofe that made themfelves exem- 
lary in their adventures and hazards, and 
in doing honour to their character and pro- 
feffion, it fhould be his care, he faid, todo 
them all manner of right in return: and 
whoever fhew’d an emulation to outdo his 
fellows, fhould be fure of an acknowledg~ 
ment in proportion; for he took much 
more delightin preferringand advancing the 
virtuous, than in punifhing offenders.” 
Titus, immediately upon this, call’d for 


an account from fome of the officers that had 
the commiffion in charge, to know which of 
the foldiers had done any thing extraordinary 


in the war. 


;They were produced one and 


one by name, highly commended, and Titus 
as much concern’d for their goods as for his 


own. 


From fair and obliging words, he pro= 
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In the following Hines you have almoft as many errors as words, fays the learned Bochart in his Geogr. Sacr. 1. 2, 
Be pleas’d to confult him, and Mafius upon Jofhuah, cap. x. and Cuneus de Rep. Hebr. l. 3- 
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Titus treats ceeded to matter of liberality and bounty. He 
his officers. .crown’d them with coronets of gold, drefs’d 
| Ma _prefents, them up with gold-chains, gave them lances 
according to Pointed with gold, filver medals, and advanc- 
their deferts. ed €very man.in his quality and ftation. He 
gave them, minted money in gold and filver 
out of the booty, with robes and other things 
of value... So foon as.this diftribution was o- 
ver, toevery man according to his merit, Ce- 
far, accompany’d with the vows, prayers, and 
acclamations of the whole “army, defcended 
‘from his tribunal to offer facrifices, and give 
thanks forhis victory. "There was a vait mul- 
ticude of oxen:there at hand about the altars, 
And offersa which were facrificed and diftributed to the 
Oe army; Cefar himfelf feafting his officers for_ 
his victory. three days. The troops, after this, were fent 
away to their refpeétive quarters ; and Jernfa~ 
lem .committed to the guard of the tenth le- 
gion, without fending it back to Euphrates, 
whenceit came. ont aa 
Txirus had not as yet forgotten the affront 
the Jews put upon the Romans under Ceftius; 
and {o hefent away the twelfth legion,that had 
been formerly at Raphanea, to Melitene, that 
lies along ' the Euphrates upon the borders of 
Cappadocia and Armenia ; keeping the fifth 
and fifteenth legions to himfelf, as a competent 
guard to convoy him-into Egypt. From hence 
he took his paflage, to Cefarea upon the coaft ; 
but being winter, he durft not venture into I- 
taly: fo thrt he laid up his booty and, treafure 
there for the prefent, and took care for the fe- 
curing’ of his prifoners.": +. - Pes 








Lt -S CHAP CXE ore, 

While Titus lay before Ferufalem, Vefpafian vi- 
fits feveral yeni ae oe Re Gio- 

“yas taken prifoner. The.mauner of. taking him. 
He propounds to himfeif to make bis. {cape thro’ 
a vault, but the projet? would not do. Teren- 
tius Rufus feizes him, and puts hinz in chains. 
Simon gives light,to farther difcoveries. e 
dirth-days of Domitian and Velpafan celebrated 
with great pomp, | - ee: 


-URING the fiege of Jerufalem by 'Ti- 
tus, Wefpafian embark’d in a,merchant- 

man for Rhodes, where he took a galley, and 
fo pafs’d out of lonia into Greece; .vifiting all 
the towns inhis way, where he wasmoftmag- 
nificently receiv’d: from thence to Corcyra, 
and fo to Japygia.; and thence he continu’d 
his journey by land. Titus was now. come 
back from Cefarea upon the fea-coaft, :to: thar 
called Cefarea Philippi ; wherehe madea con- 
fiderable ftay, entertaining himfelf and- the 
people with all manner of publick fhews: as 
combats betwixt men and beafts, man and 
man, troop and troop; which coft him the 
lives of a great many of his captives. at 
“In this junéture Simon the fon of Gioras 
happen’d to be taker, and the manner of it was 
hee wand the this, Simon, upon the. fiege of Jerufalem, was 
manner of it, forced into the upper town; and the Romans 
He contrives breaking into the city, .put him. to. his wits 
hisefcape end how to fhift for himfelf. In this -diftrefs 
thro’avault. he call’d a council of his moft,trufty friends, 
confifting of miners, ftone-cutters, {miths, and 
men well skill’d in iron-works3; and having 
ot a fufficient quantity of tools and materials 
for their purpofe, together with provifions for 
a confiderable time, they let themfelves down 


‘ 


While Titus 
lay before 
Jerufalem, | 
Velpafian vi- 
fits feveral of 
the fea-coatts. 


Simon the fon O 
of Gioras. 
taken prifo- 
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into a dark and. fecret vault. When they had 

made their way as far as they could, and found 

the paflage too narrow to receive them, they 

fell todigging and mining, in hope to work .a 

way through, and fo make an efcape: But be- 

forethey could advance any thing to fpcak of, 

their victuals fell fhort, and the plot fail’ds put his pron 
though they manag’d their ftores the beft they jeét fails him: 
could, Simom had no way now left him, but , 
to try if he could fright the Romans out of 
theirfenfes; and fo drefled himfelf up in 4 

white garment buckled about him, and a pur- 

ple-cloak thrown over it. In this figure he 

prefented himfelf out of the ground, trom un- 

der the ruins of the late temple, tothe amaze- 

ment of the foldiers and others who firft faw 

the apparition; but upon their approaching 

nearer and nearer, they took the heart to ask 

him his name, and who he was; and Simon 

refufing to tell them, call’d to fpeak with the 

captain of the guard. So Terentius Rufus, Terentius 
who had the command, was immediately Rufus feizes. 
fetch’d ; who pumping the truth out of him, him, and lays 
clapt him prefently in chains, and gave Cefar bi™ in chains: 
afterwards an account of the wholc ftory, Thus 

was this bloody tyrant, who had taken away 

fo many of his countrymen’s lives by fubor- 

nation and falfe evidence, upon pretence of 

their going over to the Romans, brought to 

juftice himfelf, and deliver’d into the hands of 

his enemies, without any force upon him, by 

his own act. But there is no. avoiding the 

ftroke of divine vengeance; no contending 

with the power of innocence and juftice: ‘and 


‘| the punifhment is yet the more grievous many 


times for being.defer’d, and: when people reck- 

on: themfelves..fecure, and the danger over. 

This wasSimon’s cafe in the hands of the Ro= siron gives 

mans; and his fantaftical rifing out of the occafion to 

ground prov’d an. occafion of difcovering, di- farther difco- 

vers of his companions in their hiding-places: (74S. 4: 
Uvon Cefar’s returning back from. Cefarea fur referyd 

by the fea fide, and the prefenting of Simon fo for a triumph 

him in chains, he order’d Simon to be kept for at Rome. 

his triumph. at Rome, ... When he had, been ee ae 

there a while, he fet a day apart for the cele mritian and 

bration of his; brother: Domitian’s birth-day Vefpafian 

with a very {plendid pomp, and a great, num- celebrated 

ber of his.condemnfd,,prifoners dedicated ‘to With great 

the honour of the: folemnity ; reckoning. upon PF: 

thofe that were deffroy’d, by beafts,: fire;.and 

in combat one:with another, to be.atleaft two 

thoufand and five.hundred in number: and all 

toa- little in the opinion of the Romans, who. 

hated them mortally. -‘Titus went. afterward 

to Berytus, a city of Phenicia, and:a Roman 

colony, where he alfo continu’d for fome time, 

and kept..his father’s: birth-day with more 

fplendour.and magnificence than the former, 

both for fpetacles and other expenfive enter~ 

tainments. ane ae 4 3 ; 





; CHAP. XXI. 

The Fews difperfed every where, efpecially in. Sy-—- 
fa aha oie _ Lhe. pellet pamcats and 
. wealthy. . Antiochus, the fou of a Few, the rus 
. in of. the place.. 4 raging uproar. Antiochus: 

. jets upthe pagan worfbip, and fuppreffes the ob- 
- fervance. of thé fabbath... The -city takes: fire 5 

. and Antiochus charges it falfly upon the Fews. 

“HE Jews in Antioch were térribly dif- 

_ B trefs’d, the .city being fpitefully, bent 
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againft them, as well upon the account of new 
matter, as for mifdemcanours of former datc. 
But ic will be requifice to fpeak a word or two 
of this now by the way, in order to the berrer 
underftanding of what Is to come. 

Tue Jews are a people difpers’d over the 
tace of the whole carth: particularly among 
the Syrians, as they are near neighbours ; and 
more cipecially in Antioch, where there arc 
great numbers of them, not only upon the ac- 
count of its being a largeand 2 populous city, 
but alfo by reafon of the privileges and immu- 
nities they have enjoy’d there by the favour 
of the government ever fince the days of An- 
tiochus Epiphanes (as they.call’d htm) who 
laid wafte the cityof Jerufalem, and rifled the 
temple. The fucceffors of this Antiochus 
caufed refticution to be made to the Jews, otf 
all the brazen vetlels chat had been taken away, 
and to be dedicated to the fervice of their fy- 
nagogue at Antioch, allowing them the fame 
freedom of the city with the Greeks 5 and they 
were likewife treated by the following kings 
after the fame manner; their numbers encreat- 
ing, and their temple rich and flourifhing : in- 
fomuch that feveral pagan profelytes came o- 
ver to them, and incorporated with the na- 
tion. 

Now upon the breaking up of the war, and. 
Vefpafian’s paffing by tea into Syria, the Jews 
made themfelves extremely odious. As for 


The Jews 
ditpers'd_o- 
ver the face 
of the earth, 
vi Syria ef- 
pesially, 
und more 
particularly 
in Ansioch. 


Annochus 
the fon of a 
Jew, the ruin 
or Antioch. 


one of the moft eminent Jews they had in An- 
tioch, both torquality and power. ‘This An- 
tiochus, coming into the theatre upon a publick 
meeting, openly charg’d his father, and cer- 
tain other foreign Jews, by name, in the face 
of the affembly, with a defign to fire the city 
inthe night. This tranfported the multitude 
into fo ontrageous an uproar, that they call’d 
immediately,for fire, and burnt the pretended 
confpirators in the middle of the theatre. ‘The 
rabble were prefently for doing the fame exe- 
cution upon all the reft, and fecuring their 
country before it wastoolate. Antiochus did 
all he could to inflame the people’s hatred 
more and more againft them; and as an argu- 
ment of the affeCtion he had for the pagan wor- 
fhip, and his averfion to that of the Jews, he 
did not only facrifice after the pagan manner 
himfelf, but forc’d others to do fo too, upon 
pain of death to the refufers. Upon this diffi- 
culty, the Antiochians comply’d; but the 
‘Jews moft of them ftood out, and were put to 
death. Antiochus being by this time in a bet- 
ter condition to wreak his {pice upon the Jews, 
having a command of foldiers given him by 
the Roman governor, he began upon the fub- 
jeét of the fabbath, with preffing people upon 
that point, and forcing them to work indiffe-~ 


Anerxecrable 
Uproar. 


Antiochus 
iets up the 
pagan wor- 


thir. 


He fupprefies 


tne obterva- 


Soe area gy 
feleh rently upon that day, as well as upon others; 
and carrying things on-to-that extremity, that 
the feftival was not only laid afide in Antioch, 
but in danger tobe quite abrogated likewife 

every whereclfe. — a 
Tus perfecution of the Bgl at Antioch, 
was -immediately follow’d with. another; 
The city | which wasthis: The fquare market, with fe- 
takesfire,and yeral offices for publick regiftries and records, 
Antiochus |, and other ftately buildings, happening all to 
uponthe | take fire, the flame was fo fierce, that there 
Jews. was great danger the whole city. had been 


burnt to the ground. Antiochus laid it upon 
the Jews, and the Antiochians were apt cnough 


FLAVIUS JOSEPHUS of 


inftance: there was one Antiochus, the fon of 





to believe it, for the very fake of the late fto- 
ry 3 even if they had not been prepoflefs’d a- 
gainft them before-hand. For the impreffion 
upon them was fo ftrong, that they could al- 
moft have fworn they had feen the Jews with 
their own cycs, in the very aét of firing ic. 
Now taking it for granted upon this prefump- 
tion, they fell upon the perfons accus’d, with 
fo outrageous a fury, that Collega, the vice- 
governor to Cefennius Petus, was fearce abte 
with all he could do to keep the people quiet, 
only till Cefar might be duly informed of the 
whole affair. Cefennius had his commiffion 
of governor already, but was not as yet come 
to hiscommand. Now Collega, upon a ftrict 
examination of the matter, made it out as clear 
as the fun, that the perfons accus’d by Anti- 
ochus were every manof theminnocent. And 
this villany, in fine, was found to be the work 
ot a few profligate fpendthrifts, and men of 
defperate fortunes, that had no better way to 
fecure themfelves from their creditors, than by 
dettroying the evidences. But the Jews were 
not yet without aking hearts for fear of what 
might be the iflue even of a falfe accufation. 








CHAP: XXII 
Titus overjoyd at bis father’s arrival ia Italy. 
Vefpafian treated with infinite veneration and 
refpec. ; 


{ITUS was at this time overjoy’d with Titus over- 
the welcome news he receiy’d from his Joy’d at his 

father’s fafe 
arrival in I- 


father, of his happy arrival in Italy, and with 
what joy and gladnefs the Italian cities had taly. 
entertain’d him all the way as he pafs’d: but the 
thing that tranfported him beyond all the reft, 
was the tendernefs and the magnificence of his 
reception at Rome; which dceliver’d the fon 
from any farther anxicty for the profperous 
fuccefies of his father. 
Vefpafian at all diftances, the fame veneration 
as if he had been upon the place ; and the paf- ; 


meafure fupply for his abfence in that interval. refpec. 
The fenate, that had it frefh in their memories 
what miferable revolutions they had fecn, up- 
on the transferring of governments from‘one 
prince to another, reckon’d themfelves happy 
in the bleffing of an emperor that broughe re- 
putation, condu¢t, and experience, along with 
him into the adminiftration : and the common 
people were no lefs pleas’d with the change ; 
efpecially being at that time embroil’d in ci- 
vil wars, and likewife in a further truft and 
confidence of being reftor’d, by his means, to 
their antient freedom and plenty. And {o for 
the military part, the foldiers hearts were’ fet 
upon: him above all others, for the proofs he 
had given them, uponfeveral occafions, of his 
martial skill and courage; befide the fenfe of 
the fhame and fcandal they had fuffer’d, under 
the indolence,unskilfulnefs, and lazinefs, of o- 
ther commanders; concluding that no man 
was. fo fit or likely to fer them right and re- 
cover their honour as Vefpafian. 

Tuts prince was fo univerfally belov’d, 
that the great men had not the patience to wait 
any longer for his coming at a diftance, and fo 
went out and met him agood way off fromthe 
city ; and fuch numbers of people of all ranks 


follow’d them that more came out Heute 
2 or 


~ 
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The people pay’d Vefpafian 
peop pay treated every 
where with 

a age a*= infinite vene- 
fionate defire they had to fee him, ‘did in fome ration and 


Boox VII. 


behind. When Vefpafian was advanc’d near 
the town, and word brought how all people 
were charm’d with the good graces of his atfa- 
bility and addrefs, the ways were all throng’d 
up with their wives and children, out of a long- 
ing curiofiry to fee him; breaking out into 
raptures of admiration. all the way they went, 
at the {weetnefs and gentlenefs of his mien and 
perfon; .calling him. alfo a_ thoufand benefac- 
‘gors, deliverers and proteétors, and extolling 
him as the only prince under the fun, that de~ 
ferv’d an imperial crown. ‘The whole city, in 
fine, was fo drefs’d up and fet out with gar- 
Jands and perfumes, that it look’d like a tem- 
ple ; and the ftreets fo crouded, thatthere was 
hardly any pafling to the palace: Vefpafian, in 
the mean time, offering up to his houfhold- 
gods gratulatory. facrifices of thankfgiving for 
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ver’d the reftto their wits again and their 
duty. 

Bur if this had not been done whenit was, 
by Cerealis, the fame thing would have been 
done very fuddenly by another hand: for no 
fooner was.the noife of this rebellion come to 





re 


Rome, but Domitian, the fon of V efpafian, a And Domi. 
pregnant young -prince,that inherited the heroi~ tian putsa fi 
cal {pirit of his valiant father, put himfelf at nalendtoir 


the head of an army againft thefe Barbarians ; 
who were ftruck with fuch a terror upon the 
very rumour of his march, that they rendered 
themfelves immediately, without ftriking a 
blow; reaping this advantage by it, thatthey 
reconcil’d themfelves to their old mafters with~ 
out blood. When Gaul was fetrled, and out 
of danger of a relapfe, Domitian returned to 
Rome, laden with vows and acclamations for 


without 
blood. 


the wonderful fervices he had. done (even | 

greater than could be expected for, his years) 

to the honour both of himfelf.and his coun- — 

try. : ati a ee ae 
Tuis rebellion of the Germans was fol~ TheGerman 

low’d with a furious inctirfion- of the . Scythi- ieee ve 

ans (or Samaritans). who venturing ayer the follow'd with 

Danube by ftealth, with a vyait body of men, of Scythians. 

broke into. Myfia, furprized feveral Roman 

garifons, and with a: mercilefs cruclty put 

them all tothe fword. They killed: alo the 

lieutenant general Fonteius Agrippa, .a man of 

confular authority, at the head of his troops; 

and fo ran up and down, burning, wafting, and 

ravaging the whole proyince. So foon as this 

Tins. Cerealis breaks the neck of the fedition. | came to Vefpatian’s car, and what havock had 

Domitian puts an. end to it without blood. The | been made in Myfia, he difpatch’d away Ru- Rubrius Gul- 

German ribellion follow’d with an-incurfion of | brius Gallus to call them to an account, Who lus puts them 
Scythians. Rubrius Gallus pits them all to| did very great execution upon them; and for all tothe rout 

the rout. eee thofe that efcap’d, they made a hard fhift to 


nS ei get home: fo that this war was quickly over, 
: LITTLE before Vefpafian’s coming 


his faté recurn;’.while the multitude gave 
themfelves up co feafting with their tribes, fa- 
milics, and neighbours, wifhing a long and a 

_ happy: reign to. Vefpafian, and a ‘continuance 
‘of the imperial‘ fovereignty. to his fon, and 
-thofe of the line, that fhould’come after him. 
“This was the manner of Vefpafian’s’ entrance 
into Rome; and it was follow’d with all forts 
of felicity and good fortune. 








CHAP. XXIII . 


Germany revolts. The occafion of the Caffius 
and Civilis the ringleaders of a fa&ion. Peti- 


and the general took care to fecure the pafla- 
‘to Alexandria, Ticus being at that rime | gcs thereabouts, from. any fuch incurfions and 
' before Jerufalem, there happen’d a great re- | attempts for the time-to come. = 
Germany re- Volt among the Germans.; which was anima-| | ube ae 
volts, and ted and encourag’d by their ‘neighbours the | ——— 
what mov'd Gauls,’ in hopes to fhake off the Roman. yoke. |— 
them foit. ... ow the Germans being ; naturally of a fiery 
- ¢erhper, forward. and inconfiderate, were apt 
enough, of themfelves to engage in rath under- t; and why fo calla.” Antioch i. 
takings: over and above that they were puth’d | -tranfported with joy. at the. coming. Of Titus. peo 
on ‘by 4 mortal - hatred they had. forthe Ro- |.. Lhe people prefs ‘to have the Fews banifu'd ong 
mans, -as the only power they fear’d: to, which of that city, but Tittis did wot wck heed its cam 
may be added ,a favourable conjecture of the | the fenate. preffes. it- over again, wuhen Titus 4304. , 
times, in regard ‘of the. prefent. faétions and | g#vesthem a pital refufal, Gnd goes his way for. 0.1 |: 
divifions of the.empire, upon fo. many turns _Ligypt. Litas grid at heart to fee.the Jad con ie 
and changes of government. dition of Ferwfalen. .-.dA'vafi treafitre bury'd ig ~~~ 
Cassius and ,Civilis, two perfons of cmi-} . the rains of it.” Siinon and Fobn, aud fever 











CHAP. XXIV. 
Titus marches in triumph. The fabbatical rivers 
. the courfe of it, and why fo calltd.  Axtioch 


Caffius and _ Civull | perions of ne OO OF eee er Me ed eae end 
Civilisthe nent credit among the Germans, took’ advan- | © hundred graceful per/ins more, Set apart for the 
heads of a tage of --thefe diftraGtions, to: advanee-a-fedi- —honosr-of-the tviumph.—Lb DP ve ; eth¥lo= 
saree tion; which was_in,effeét but what. they had }. Sty, and themagnificence. of it... Le folemnity 


"' ended.intheteuple of Fupiter Capitolinus.- The 
death of Simon Gioras. Vefpafan dedicates a 
‘ temple to peace. oe Ha a See. oa 


in:their hearts long. before. Upon -founding: 
the people:how they ftdod affected, they found 
the greater part of them ready for mifchief; 
and in ‘all probability the reft would-have fol- 
low’d their example, if it had not been for a 


; purus in his return from-Berytus,. af -pitus march- 
divine providence that-prevented it. Nowthe} = 


ter fome fhort ftay there, (as. we “have es in triumph 
fatt was.this: Petilius Cerealis, formetly go- | faid before) treated all the towns, ‘as ‘he’ paf- with his Pus 
vertiorof Germany, received lecters'from Vef- | fed’ through. Syria, with . moft’. magnificenr pooee 6 
afian declaring him conful; and with ‘orders | fhews; carrying his Jewith captives along with 
ikewife to-march forthwith into Italy, and | him, for the honour of his arms, and:the orna- 
 PetiliusCere- fake upon that comimand. While ‘Cerealis | ment ofhistriumph, - 
‘alis by pro- was upon the ‘way, he~got notice of “this in- Tuis prince took notice of a-certain river 


vidence farreétion, march’d againft the rebels.as-they in his..journey, betwixt. Arce and Raphanc, 
oe the wereina body, charg’d, and put them to the | two cities in the kingdorn of Agrippa, that 
Sedition fhe out with avery great flaughter, and fo reco-| had fomewhat in it very remarkable. Side 
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this * river flows, it has a full ftream and a 
{trong current: but on a fudden the f{prings 
tail, and for fix days it leaves the channel dry 
to the very bottom. On the feventh day, as 
if there had been no change, it fills again, and 
obferves the fame courfe as before. Hence it hath 
taken rhe name of che fabbatical river, allud- 
ing to the feventh-day’s feftival of the Jews. 
Antioch over WEN the people of Antioch underftood 
joy’datthe that Ticus was coming that way, they were fo 
Tie of  tranfported with the tidings, that men, wo- 
as men, and children, came thronging upwards of 
thirty + furlongs out of the town to mect him, 
out of an impatience to with himjoy, and bid 
him welcome upon the way. Ashe drew near, 
they made a lane for him to pafs, and fo with 
all poffible demonftration of affection and re- 
fpect they conduéted him tothe city; ftill in- 
termingling, with their fhouts and acclama- 
tions, carneft prayers and importunities, to ba- 
nifh all the Jews out of the city. Titus gave 
them the hearing, in fuch a manner asif he 
did not much mind what they faid: however, 
the Jews were in great pain and trouble to 
think what might be the iflue of it. Titus 
made no ftay in Antioch, but went imme- 
diately to Zeugma, toward Euphrates; where 
he was attended with an embaify from Volo- 
gcfus the king of Parthia, and the compliment 
ot a golden crown, to joy him of his viétery 
over the Jews. ‘Titus accepted the prefent, 
treated the embafiadors, and fo went back a- 
gain to Antioch. He was no fooner arrived 
there, but the fenate and the magiftracy in- 
vited him with great earneftnefs to the theatre ; 
which he very gracioufly comply’d with, and 
there found a might concourfe of the citizens 
waiting for his coming. The firft thing they 
did was to renew their imporcunities to him 
afrefh tor the expulfion of the Jews 5 to which 
‘Titus, with his ordinary prefence of mind, 
gave them this anfwer: ‘* That their own 
** country being deftroy’d, there was noother 
“¢ to banifh them to.” When they faw this 
would not do, they tried him with another 
requeft; that is to fay, that the pillars of 
brafs, with the infcriptions upon them of the 
Jews privileges, might be either removed or 
defaced. Titus weuld not intereft himfelf in 
this neither; but left the Jews at Antioch in 
the fame ftate as he found them, and fo went 
SEDE: his way for Egypt. 
The fad fate As he was upon his journey, and faw the 
of Jerufalem miferable defolated condition of Jerufalem, 
Bae oe and the country all abourit, he could nor but 
tus. compare within himfelf the difference betwixt 
a defart anda paradife, a heap of rubbifh and 


The peopie 
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ont of that 


city. 
Titus goes his 
way without 
winding 
them. 
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Plies him a- 
trefa againtt 
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refufzl, and 
fo away he 
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the moft glorious pile of buildings. under the 
heavens. Upon thefe thoughts, he could not 
bur paffionately deplore the deftruction of fo 
famous a city, ahd curfe the authors of the fe- 
dition that were the caufe of it: and fo far 
was he from pretending to raife his reputation 
upon a publick calamity, .that he could not 
forbear execrating the inftruments that forced 
him upon this extremity. . 

Tue city was infinitely rich, and a vatt , ean 
treafure buried in the ruins of it, as gold and f,,. binea: 
filver, and other precious goods to an inefti-in the ruins 
mable value, that the owners had hid in the of that city. 
ground for fear of the enemy: fome the Ro- 
mans found out; but the greateft difcover 
was made by the prifoners. Titus, being at 
this while upon his journey into Egypt, made 
what hafte he sould over that forlorn wafted 
country to Alexandria, and fo to embark 
from thence to Italy; fending back the two 
legions that came dich with himto their old 
quarters: thatis to fay, the fifth to Myfia, 
and the fifteenth into Hungary. But for Si- Simon and 
mon and John, ‘the heads of the prifoners, and John, and 
about feven hundred more of the propereft and ‘even hun- 
handfomeft men, thefe were to be tranfported ceed nie 
comes i ore, 
into Italy for the grace and glory of his referyed ¢. 
triumph. . the grace of 

His paflage to Rome was as fair and pro— the triumph, 
fperous as he could wifh, and the people treat= 
ed him with the fame offices of honour and re- 

{pect as they had done his father: befide that 
Vefpafian himfelf had the goodnefs to go out 
with the reft.in perfon,’ and réceive his fon. 
upon the way; which the people looked upon 
as an earneft of greater bleffiigs, to fee the fa— 
ther and his two fons brought together by fo 
aufpicious a’providence. —~ | 

Some few days after this, the fenate having 
refolved upon two fevyeral triumphs apart, one 
for the father, the other for the fon, ‘in ho- 
nour of their illuftrious atchievements, VWef-.»,,, tri- 
pafian and Titus, this decree notwithftanding, imphs con- 
declar’d themfelves for contraéting both tratted inte 
triumphs into one. Upon the day of the fo-one. 
lemnity, there was not a perfon in that popu- 

lous city that did not go out to be a f{peétator sree Creat 
infomuch, that when they were all placed, sng the. mie 
there was hardly paflage. for the emperors. nificence of 
The foldiers, with their officers at the head of the triumph. 
‘them, march’d in very good order,“ before 

day, up tothe gates, to’ wait the coming of 

the pririces; not the upper palace gates, but 

thofe near the temple of « Ifis, -whére thefe 

heroes took up their lodging that night.) At 

break of day, Vefpafian and ‘Titus ftood forth, 

and advanced, with laurel crowns upon their 


* Pliny in his natural hiftory, b. xxxi. c.2. affuresus, that this river is dried up every fabbath-day, and the Jewiflx 


Rabbines are of the fame opinion. 


tranfpofing fome words, and omitting others; according to his conj 
us quando fluir, ferarurque impetu non leni per fpatium fex dierum, poftea torus ab ipfis fontibus deficit, &> 
» prebetque alvci locum oculis fpeGtandum, qui eft ficcus: deinde quafi nulla facta effet mutatios 


fit magn 
aie feptima ceffat 


So that Cafaubon fancying the text of Jofephus to-bé corrupted, correéts itiby! 


the tranflation fhould run thus: Nam quury 


poft diem i penis erumpit, atque hunc ordinem exaéte femper ab co fervari obfervatum.eft, i. e. This river has a 


very full an 


rapid ftream, during the timeit runs, which is for fix days without intermiflion ; after which, its fpririgs. 


Being quite exhaufted, it totally ceafes on the feventh day, fo as to leave rhe very bottom of ‘the channel dry; ‘but. 


when the feventh day is over, as if there had been no change at all, it breaks out again 
Gisb. Cuperus, without omitt: 


the fame courfe as before. 


3 and then it exactly obferveg 


any words, reads the text otherwife a tranfpofition, 


in, by 
According to his emendation, the tranflation is as follows ; Eeaturque impetu non leni per fparium fox dierdm; inde. 
totus ab ipfis fontibus deficiens, ficcum prebet fpeGtandum alveum; & hinc, quaft nulla facta effer: Mutatio, ‘fimilisf 


ft feptimum diem erumpir, i. e. For fix days it rans with a ve: 
at be comes dry to the very bottom, and continues fo till the feventh 


atall, it renews its ufual courfe as before. See Cuneus 
Baron. Colomefius’s Opufc, & Gisb. C 
+ Thirty furlongs amounted to rhree 


more than once been before obferved. . 


oe in Lané&tantium. ; ; : “e ons 
oglifh miles and three ‘quarters, ahd forty five geometrical’ pacés,' a¢-hath 


re current; after which, its: fprings failing, 
is over; and then asif there had been nochange 


is 
de Rep. Hicbr. I. 2. ¢. 24. Cafaubon’s Exercitat.. contra 
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heads, and purple robes, after the manner of; fruittul country laid watte ; in another, whole 


their country, to the Oétavian walks, where 
the fenate,the nobiliry,and the Roman knights, 
waited forthem. ‘There wasa tribunal erect- 
ed before the portal, with ivory feats upon it, 
which they mounted; and fitting down, were 
. there faluted with the harangues and acclama~ 
tions of the whole field. They were un- 
arm’d, and, as I faid, crown’d with laurels, 
and cloth’d with purple. As they were go- 
ing on, and amplifying upon the emperor’s 
praifes, Vefpalian made them a fign of filence; 
and then when all things were ftill and quict, 
Cefar ftood up, and covering part of his head 
with his garment, pafs’d certain ejaculatary 
vows and prayers according to cuftom; and 
Titus did che like. © Wefpafian, after this, 
' gave the whole auditory a fhort fpeech, and 
4o difmifs’d the foldicrs to dinner, who were 
in courfe to be enrertain’d at the emperor’s 
charge. He went next to the triumphal gate, 
(together with Titus) fo call’d from the tri- 
umphal pomp paffing that way; and then ta- 
king their repafts, and patting on their tri- 
umphal habits, they facrific’d to their gods in 
the gate, and fo led on the triumph through 
the middle of the fpeétacles, for the better 
view of the people, and the greater glory of 
the folemnity. : 
Tue magnificence and the varicty of thefe 


armics cut to pieces ; fome flying, others pur- 
fuing, ortaken prifoners; ftrong walls bat- 
ter’d to the. ground, forts demolifh’d, brea- 
ches made in fortify’d cities, towns taken by 
affault, the ftreets running blood, and the 
conquer’d begging quarter ; temples burning, 
houies beaten down upon the heads of their 
matters, rivers lamenting their misfortunes, 
that inftead of watering and refrefhing fields 
and meadows, and fupplying drink to man and 
beaft, they find themielves torced totake their 
courfe through publick conflagrations, What 
was all this now, but a lively image of the 
fufferings of the Jews; and fo put together by 
art and fancy, that it may pafs for an inftruc- 
tive hiftory of the ruin of that famous city, to 
thofe that never knew more of it? 

Upon every one of the pageants was repre-~ 
fented the governor ofthe place that was ta- 
ken, and the manner of taking ir. The fhip- 
ping came nexe; and then theipoils that were 
difperfed up and down in feveral places. But 
the mott confiderable pieccs, were the golden 
table, and the golden candleftick, that were 
taken out of the remple of Jerufalem; the 
former weighing feveral talents, and the other 
not applied to the-ufe ic was intended for. 
There was a kind of a pillar that came out of 
the toot of it; and out of chat pillar, as from 


fhews is not fo much as to be imagined, and | the ftem of atree, feven branches, and every 
much lefs exprefs’d, whether for the nicery of ; branch having atthe top the refemblance of a 
workmanfhip, valuc, or novelty; forthe whole | lamp; the number of feven intimating the ve- 
ftock of precious and agreeable raritiés, thar | ncration the Jews have for their feventh day. 
the happicft of nations had been fo many ages! After this, came the Jews law, which was 


a gathering, met all together in this one day’s 
triumph, tothe. honour of the .tranfcendent 
dignity of the Roman empire. As for the 
choiceft works that ever were {een or heard of, 
in gold, filver, or ivory, for price, or excel- 
Jency, they were here fo common and fre- 
quent, that they look’d liker a natural contu- 
fion of things, than any part of a regulated 
_ pomp. And then for the admirable varicty of 
purples, and Babylonian embroideries, jewels, 
and precious ftones, fome enchafed into goid- 
en crowns, and fome fet out with other fan- 
cies, they were here fo familiar and common, 
that they feem’d to be no longer a curiolity. 
They had the images of their gods alfo thar 
were every way wonderful, both for fize, art, 
and matter; and likewife the figures of feve- 
ral forts of living creatures,drefs’d up fuitably 
to their kind. ‘They had alfo a vait number 
of people to carry all this, in cloth of gold 
and purple; and all thofe that were fer apart 
for the fervice of the pomp, had their diftin- 
' guifhing ornaments of {plendor and ftate. Nay, 
the common fort of the very prifoners them- 
felves, were not without fomewhat that was 
graceful in their habit, to difguife the mifery 
of their condition, and the marks of flavery 
that they wore in their faces. But nothing. 
was more to be admir’d than the ordering of 
their machines, and how the bearers were able 
to fupport them, being many of themthree or 
four ftories high : and the coft was anfwerable 
to the artifice, for the hangings and and fur- 
niture were all wrought with gold, ivory, and 
the like. There were alfo {uch reprefenta- 
“tions of war, and the circumftances that at- 
tend it, that nothing was ever more to the 
life. Here wasin one place the figure of a 


the laft trophy of their conquefts that the Ro- 
mans expos’d. ‘This was followed by certain 
images of victory wrought out of ivory and 
gold. And laft of all, to bring up the rear, 
came Vefpafian himfclt, with Titus in the 
next place, and Domitian along with them on 


horfeback, well mounted, and well becoming The triumph 


the dignity of his ftation. So they march’d 
together into the temple of Jupiter Capitoli- 
nus, and there finifh’d the triumph... 
Beinc now come to Jupiter’s temple, they 
made fome little ftay there ;_ it being accord- 
ing to antient practice fo to do upon the like 
occafion, till news fhould be brought them that 
their enemies general was dead. -This gene- 
ral was Simon Gioras (one of the prifoncrs 
that was led in triumph): who was drawn 
through the market-place with a rope about 
his neck, and put to death by thofe that drew 
him, according tothe Roman law and prac- 
tice in the cafe of fuch malefactors. Word 
being brought that Gioras was now dead, the 
whole field rang with fhouts and acclamati- 
ons, and fo they berook themfelves to their 
vows and facrifices ; and when the folemn part 
was over, the princes return’d to the palace, 
where they made a mighty treat 5 and there 
was nothing elfe all over the town but feaiting, 
rejoicing, and giving. thanks for the final vic- 
tory they had obtain’d over their enemies, to 
the glory of their gencrals, the end of civil 
broils, and the moral affurance of a publick 
repofe, : a 
Wuewn thefe triumphs were over, and the 
empire fettled, Wefpafian erected a temple 
which he dedicated topeace. It wasas rich as 
art and expence could make it, and the dif- 


patch of it, in fo fhort a time, was little lefs 
_ than 


=< 
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than a miracle. He fpar’d for no coft, over 
and above a colleétion of the choiceft curio- 
fitics in painting and {culpture to adorn it, in- 
fomuch, that people flock’d from all quarters 
of the world to fee the glory and the order 
of this admirable ttruéture. In this temple he 
depofited the golden table and the candlettick, 
as the rarities he valued moft. And tor the 
Jews law, and the purplcs belonging to the 
janétuary, they were lodg’ d with great care 
and reverence in the paluce. 








Se 
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The fituation of Macherus. Herod the great ruus 
up a wall and turrets about it. Of the phaits 
Rue and Baaxas.  t frrange variety of [priugs 

and fountains. Balfus befiezes Macherts. 
The Yous divide. The natives defend the ca- 
Sil: sand the fraugers the lower tavern. Daily 
shirmifkes. A beld aud memorable adventure 
cf Blea. ws. Eleazar fripp’d and unmerci- 
fully whipp'd, Buffas difcharges the cafile, and 
fets Eleaaar at liverty. 


HEWN Lucilias Baffus had his com- 
million trom Cefar for licurenant-gene- 
ral of Judea, he took upon him the command 
ot the army trom Cerealis Petilianus, and 
made himtelf mafter of the caftle of Herodion 
by compofition. After this, he drew his 
troops together that lay fcatter’d up and down, 
propounding, with the help of the tenth le- 
gion, to reduce Macherus, as a thing abfo- 
ede necetlary to be done ; ; tor the ftrength 
f that place would be a dangerous encourage- 
macnt to a rebellion; and as ‘the fituation of it 
gave confidence to the tow n, fo ic ftruck an 
awe, on the other hand, upon him that fhould 
attempt it. 

Tue mosntain that Mackerus ftands upon, 
is prodigioutly high and rocky, to the degree 
of being almott impregnable. But nature hath 
made it well nigh inacceflible too, by enclo- 
fing it with vallies that are neither to be paf- 
fed, nor to be filld up; and fo deep like- 

wife, that it is cnough to make a perfon gid- 
dy -headed to look down at them. It reaches 
to the wettward fixty * furlongs in length, and 
borders upon the lake Afphaltitis ; and the ca- 
ftle hath an unbounded profpect over all that 
quarter. On the fouth and north, it is en- 
compafied with vallies of the fame dimentions, 
and as fecure trom any attempt as the other. 
The depth upon the caftis at leaft an hundred 
+ cubits, and reaches co the mountain that is 
over againtt Macherus. 

ALEXANDER, the king of the Jews, was 
the firft chat fortity’d this place, and rais’d a 
cattle uponit, which Gabinius afterwards de- 
in his war with Ariftobulus; and 
then Hered the Great found it fo well worth 
his care too, efpecially againft his neighbours 
the Arabians, who lay fo conveniently to do 
him mifchief, that he ran a fubftantial wall a- 
bout ic with ftrong turrets, erecting alfo a fair 


Boo 


city there, 
and from thence carried a paflage up to the 
cattle infelf. This caftle he encompafs’d at 
the top with another wall, and turrets at the 
corners, of 1ixty + cubitsin’ height; and inthe 
middle of all, he raifed a large beautiful pa- 
lace, which was abundantly fupply’d with 
water from feveral cifterns, wherever there 
was occafion for it, as if nature and art hack 
been at ftrife, which of the two fhould outda 
the other; the one by fituation, the other by 
improvement. He likewife furnifh’d this ca- 
ftle with fo plentiful 2 magazine of arms, ar- 
rows, machines, and all forts of prov ifions, 
for carrying on a war, that the garifon fhould 
never need to fear cither force or famine. 

‘Tere was in this palace a plant they call 
Ruc; of fo wonderful a growth, that it was 
as tall and as well-fpread as any fig-tree. It 
had been there, they fay, cver lince the days 
of Herod, and might have continued longer, 
if the Jews had not rooted it up upon taking 
the place. 

In the valley, on the north-fide of Machc- 
rus called Baaras, there grows alfo a plant of 
the fame name It is in appearance of a 
flame-colour ; and toward the ev ening itcatts a 
light like the beams of the fun. ‘The root is 
not cafily pluck’d up; but it draws back if 
any body offers at it; and the only way to 
fix it, is to {prinkle ic ’ with the urine of awo- 
man, or a little menftruous blood. And when 
ali this is done, it is yet certain. death to touch 
it, without 2 of the root in ‘your hand 2 
though they talk in another way alfo of doing 
it without danger; and itis this, They dig 
round about the root tillit islaid almoft barc, 
and then tie a dog to the remaining part of it. 
The dog’s matter that tied himthere, gocs his 
way, and the dog following him, draweth 
the root after, and dies immediately, as if it 
were to redeem his mafter. After this it may 
be handled as fecurely asany plant. But it has 


e 
iece 


which he SY Gea oe en ee ee GT, ec he cede e- peenlca. to be pcopled,: 
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Of the plants 


ue and 
Buaras. 


one other quality, that does more than coun- . 


tervail this difficulty. For the fpirits that we 
call devils, are only the fouls of wicked men, 
that have gotten poffleffion of living bodies, 
and would undoubtedly deftroy them if they 
were not prevented: now this plant is a fure 
remedy againft thefe obfeffions, and the very 
touching of the patient with it, cures him. 

In the fame place there is a wonderful di- 
verfity of fprings and fountains of very dif- 
fering qualitiesand taftes, as hot, bitter, fweer, 
&c. And there are alfo cold fprings inter- 
mingled one with another inthe lowcr ground : 
but that which is moft wonderful, isa fhallow 
cave there at hand with a rocky ‘ftone over. it, 
and the figure of two breafts, like two foun- 
tains, coming out of it; the one difcharging 
hot waters, and the other cold; and they 
make both together a moft agrecable bath, 
which cures many difeafes, and efpecially 
thofe of the nerves. ‘There are mines alfo of 
fulphur and allum. 

Bassus, upon a full view of Machcrus, 
came to 4 Fefolution of laying fiege to the 
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* Sixty furlongs amounted to feven Englifh miles and an half, and ninety geometrical paces. 
+ An hundred eubits amounted to fomething upwards of one hundzed and eighty two Englifh feet, that is to fixty 


yards and two feet. 


+ Sixty cubits amounted to fomething more than one hundred and nine Englifh feet, that is to thirty fix ine and 


a foor. 


§ This does a little reSemblethe Moly of Homer, and the Circea of Diofcorides, 


place, 


A ftrange va- 


riety of 


{prings and 


fountains. 


Baffus be- 
fieges Ma- 
cherus. 
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place, propofing to himfelf the filling up of 
the valley to theeaft of the town, and the ad- 
vancing of his approaches that way. The firft 
thing he did, was to run up a mount againft 
the caftle, with all poffible {fpeed, as the moft 
The Jews of likely way to facilitate the attempt: the Jews 
the place de- who were natives of the place feparated them- 
fend the ca- felyes from the foreign Jews, and turn’d them 
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Tuis fubmiffion and fupplication of Ele~ 
azar’s, together with the powerful intercefli- 
ons of his friends ‘and relations in the caftle 
(for his family and intereft was very confider-~ 
able) foften’d the defendants into {uch a ten- 
dernefs, upon fecond thoughts, that they fent 
deputies immediately to the Romans, with 
propofals to deliver up the caftle, upon con+ 
dition of difcharging Eleazar, and leaving 









file, and the 


Rtrangers the 
Jower town. 


Daily skir- 
anifhes, 


& bold and ° 
memorable 
action of 
_Elleazar’s. 


Elleazar 
ftripp’d 
ecuclly 


whipp’d. 


A notable 
thought. 


upon an abfolute neceffity of giving up the ca- 


off as‘a pitiful fort of people, into the lower 
city, to ftand the farft fhock ; while they 
themfelves took charge of the caftle, not only 
as the ftronger and more defenfible of the two, 
but as a place where they might : makc better 
terms with the Romans in cafe of the worft. 
They had a mind to try however what might 
be'done to divert the fiege; and there pafs’d 


‘not a day without refolure fallies and skir- 


mifhes, and a confiderable lofs of men on both 
fides; fometimes one getting the better of it, 


and fometimes the other: the Jews, when. 


they fell upon the Romans by furprize; and 
the Romans, when they were aware of the 
Jews coming, and provided for them. But 
the fiege was not to go off fo, for there hap- 
pen’d a furprizing accident, that put the Jews 


fle. 

Tere wasin the place a bold, enterpriz- 
ing, and daring young man, whofe name was 
Eleazar. .This-Eleazar made feveral vigorous 
fallies, and did all that was poffible, both by 
his council and example, to obftruét the pro- 
grefs of the Romans, and to put a-check to 
their undertakings ; infomuch, that he made 
himfelf'a terror to his enemics, as wellas a 


comfort and fupport to his friends: being the. 


firft-man {till upon all encounters to attack, 
and the laft, in cafe of a retreat, that came 
off. ‘There pafs’d askirmifh one day, and 
when the action was over, and both, parties 
withdrawn, Eleazar, in a vain-glorious con- 


‘tempt of danger, or of any man that fhould 


dare to attack him, - made a ftop without the 
gate, and fell into a carelefs difcourfe with 
fome of the defendants upon the walls, with- 
out heeding any thing elfe. ‘This being with- 


in view of the Roman camp, and one Ru-' 
-fus, an Egyptian, and a foldier, ipying the 


Opportunity, ran in upon him at unawares, 
feiz’d him, and carry’d him off,arms and all,into 
the enemy’s quarter. - Baflug prefently order’d 


, and him to be ftripp’d, and publickly whipp’d at 


his length upon the ground in fight of the city. 
‘The Jews were fo confounded at the calamity 
of this young man, that the whole multitude 
broke into tears and exclamations in pity of 
his diftrefs, When’ Baffus found the genera- 
lity of the people fo paffionately concerned 


’ for the misfortune of one man, he computed 


with himfelf, that if he could but enflame 
their compaflion, he might gain his point, and 
work them to a compofition of giving up the 
place to fave Eleazar’s life. This fancy fuc- 
ceeded to his with; for upon the fetting up of 
a crofs, as if Eleazar were to be forthwith 
crucify’d, the timber was no fooner planted, 


- but the garifon broke out into an outcry with 


one voice, That their affliction was altoge- 
ther intolerable. Eleazar begg’d of them, 
upon this, to confider both his cafe, who was 
now to die a wretched death, and their own; 
and not to contend any longer with the cou- 
rage and fortune of the Romans, fince the 
whole world had already fubmitted itfelf to 
their empire. 







the garifon at liberty to go whitherthe.,; would. 
Bafius made no difficulty of the terms: but the 
people of the lower town taking ic ill, thar 
an agreement fhould be made without their 
privity, refolved among themfelves to flip a- 
; Upon the opening 
of the gates, Bafius had notice of it from the 
caftle, paxtly out of envy to their companions, 
and partly out of fear for themfelves, left 
they fhould be thought. of the party. But the 


way that night by ftcalth, 


braveft however of thofe that went firft, got Baflus dif- 
charges the 

garifon, and 

fets Eleazar 


off; and the reft, to the number of feventeen 
hundred men, were put to the fword; the 
women and the children made flaves., 
that Baffus yet made good his articles, in dif- 
ms of the garifon, and fetting Eleazar 
Tee. 








CHAP. XXVI. 


Baffits furprizes the Fews in the fore? of Fardes, 
Three thoufand of them cut off. A poll-tax 


upon the Fews. 

S° foon as this was over, Baflus made all 

the hafte he could with his army to the 
foreft of Jardes, upon intelligence, that great 
numbers of Jews, who had made their cfcape 
from the -ficge of Jcrufalem and Macherus, 
were gather’d together there; and when he 
eame upon the place, he found it to be true: 
fo that the firft thing he did was to befet the 
whole wood with his horfe ;_ where he kept 
his guard fo ftriét, that not a Jew could break 
thorough. He employ’d his foot at the fame 
time to cut down the trees and bufhes of the 
thickets where the Jews had taken fanctuary ; 
infomuch, that they had now no poflibiliry 
left them to fave themfelves, unlefs they could 
cut out their way through the enemy’s troops, 
and fo get-off, ‘This being the laft experiment 
they had to truft to, they drew all into a bo- 
dy, and with an impetuous clamour, made one 
defperate puih upon thofe that furrounded 
them, and were as. bravély receiv’d. The 
engagement, in fine, ‘betwixt the fearlefs te- 
merity of the one fide, and the firm courage 
of the other, was hot and obftinate : but in 
the conclufion the Romans carried the day, 
with the lofs only of twelve kill’d, and not 
many wounded ; whereas, of three thoufand 
Jews, (forthere were fo many inthis action) not 


fo much as one man ‘came off. | There was o¢ 


Judas alfo among the reft, their leader, and 
the fon of Jair, of ‘whom we have fpoken 
heretofore. He had formerly a command at 
the fiege of Jerufalem, and made his efcape at 

laft out of a vault. 3 
‘Tue emperor at the fame time wrote to his 
officer Liberius Maximus, to make fale of all 
the Jews lands; for he would not trouble 
himfelf with rebuilding any other cities, but 
take them all to his own ufe 3 leaving only 
eight hundred foldiers in Emmaus, fome fixty 
2 furlongs 


Not but at liberty. , 
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furlongs from Jerufalem, and impoting a tax 
upon cyery Jew by the poll, of two * drachmas 
a year, to be pay’d in to the capitol, as 
tormerly to the temple. This was the mife- 
rable ttate of things ac that time with the 
Jews. 


furlongs trom the city, and encamped upon a 
plain. Cefennius, in the mean time, fends 
foldicrs to take potleflion of Samofata, and to 
keep garifon there; while he himfelf, with 
other troops, marches away after Antiochus. 
But all this violence and injuttice was not {uf} Antiochis 
ficient yet to provoke the king to any unfricnd- T!elves to 

= a: . : withdraw 
ly aét againft the Romans; orto do any thing yienour on 
more than to lament his hard fortune, and to act of hott 
bear all things wich patience. ~ oat Hity. ; 

Bur for his fons, Epiphanes and Callini- His two fons, 
cus, who were youthful, martial, and brave, Epiphanes 
the Id not in honour but betake theme #24 Callini- 

¥ cou te 1 OnORES DU: 2 ENE picus gave the 
felves to their arms; fo-that drawing out.what Romans bat- 
ftrength they were able to make, they. gave tle. 
the Romans battle; fought it out all day, and 
in the end fhew’d a conduct anfwerable. to 
their valour; for they came off with very lit- 
tle lofs, Cos 

Tue fortune of this day was favourable to Antiochus 
Antiochus, but all too lictle to put a ftop to retiresimo 
the retreat he had refolv’d upon; for. he took Cilicia. 
his wife and daughters away with him into 
Cilicia: and this {crupulous integrity of his 
went fo far, that it quite difpirited his fol- 
diers. For what could they hope for, they 
faid, when the king himfelf defpair’d; de- 
ferting their prince in that diftraétion, and go- And the bro- 
ing over tothe Romans. All that Epiphanes thers thift for 
and his brother had now to do, was to. fave themfelves. 
themfelves before it was too late. And fowith 
eight horfemen morc, (ten iu ali) they pafs’d 
the Euphrates, (where they were now fecure) 
in order to efcape to Vologefes the king of 
Parthia. ‘This generous prince, upon theirar- Vologefes re- 
rival, did not treat them like fugitives, but Se 
with that royal ftate and refpeét that became theirbirta 
their birth and quality, and quality. 

Anrrocuus being now come to Tarfus in 
Cilicia, Cefennius fent an officer to take him Cefennius or- 
into cuitody, and carry him bound to Rome. ders Antio- 
But Vefpafian was too generous to treat -a ie bate 
crown’d head at that rate, and chofe rather to s Rone. 
fhew a refpeét to the memory of an antient Vefpafian 
friendfhip, than to revenge himfclf for a fup- cauies his 

fed injury :_ wherefore he order’d his chains chainst? be | 
to be taken off upon the way, his journcy to Feats Hin 
Rome refpited, and himfelf to make fome tlay withall man- 
at Lacedemon ; where Vefpafian furnith’d him ner of refpect. 
with provifions of money, fuitable to the dig- 
nity of a royal expence. 

Tuts honourable and gencrous way of pro= 
ceeding toward Antiochus, didnot only deli- 
ver the brothers from the dread and anxiety 
they lay under for fear of their father, buc 
put them in hopes even of a reconciliation to 
Cefar himfelf; -efpecially upon the interccflion 
of Vologefes, that they might be permitted to The father 
go to Rome by Ccfar’s confent: for though Bs 
they liv’d in a condition fuitable to their dig- ses RENE, 
nity, they had nopatience yet to live out of and highly 
the pale of the empire, This requeft Cefar enrertuin'd. 
graciouily granted: upon which they caimc to 
Rome, whither their father was brought foon 
after, where they werc all three entertain’dl with 
high demonftrations of affection and eftcem. 

‘Fis people now known by the name of A» The Scythi- 
lanes, formerly call’d Scythians, having their ans and their 
habitations, as we have faid elfewherc, near comlelerates 

. ys : ie » breale into 
the river ‘Fanaisy and the lake of Mcotis, yy cia 

* Two drachrw’s weighd four pennyweight, two grains and an half, and their value in filver amounted tofome~ 
ayng betrerthan thirteen pence halfpenny. 

{ An Ahondred and thirty furlongs amounted to fixteen Englith miles and a quarter, and an hundred and ninety five 
Beomertrical paces. 






















¢ H AP. NAVIE 


Anticchus an unfortunate prince. Cefennius char- 
ges him as an eneny to Cefar. He makes ai 
incurfion into Comagene. dutiochus returns no 
a& of kofiility. hs two fons Epipbanes and 
Callinicus give the Romans battle.  Autiochus 
retires into Cilicia; and the brothers fbift for 
themfelces. Vologefes treats then: like princes. 
Crjennius orders dativchus to be fent prifencr to 
Roite. Vefpafian fets him at liberty with all 
ananiey of ve[peci. The father and two fons 
are condaSed to Rowe, and bighly entertain’d, 
The Scythians break into Media, and carry off 
avi booty, The narrow efeape of Tividates. 


T fo fell out in the fourth year of Vefpa- 
fian, that Antiochus the king of Coma- 
gene, with his whole family, fell into a moft 
deplorable diftrefs: and this was the occafion 
ofit. Cefennius Petus, being governor of Sy- 
ria, wrote Cefar word, that Antiochus and 
his fon Epiphanes were refolved to revolt from 
the Romans; and that they had already treat- 
ed about it with the king of Parthia: infifting 
alfo upon the neceffity of preventing the mif- 
chief by itriking the firft blow. For it might 
be enough elfe to fer the whole empire in a 
flame. ‘Now whether this was truth, or ma- 
lice, may be another queftion: but whatever 
it was, Cefar could not in prudence negleé& 
the advice ; cither in refpect of the neigh- 
bourhood of thofe two kings, which made the 
cafe {till more dangerous, or in regard that Sa- 
mofata being the capital city ot Comagene, 
and bordering upon the Euphrates, the Par- 
thians might pafs and repafs at pleafure, and 
fecure themfelves of a fafe retreat at hand. 
Vespastan was fo poffefs’d wich the cre-: 
dit of the ftory, that he Jeft Cefennius to his 
own diferetion, and with a commiffion to do 
in ic what he thought fic. Cefennius loft no 
time, in making the beft of his deputation; 
tor he fell immediately into Comagenc, with 
the 1ixth legion, and fome battalions of foot, 
and {quadrons of horfc, with Ariftobulus the 
king of Chalcis, and Sohemus the king of E- 
meta, to fecond him; Antiochus and his fub- 
jects never fo much as dreaming of the mat- 
ter. Elis entrance was without any oppofition 
at ull; for the natives were not in a condition 
ro encounter him: and then for Antiochus, the 
news of this incurfion was a moft unaccount- 
able furprize to him, who never had fo much 
us the lealt thoughe ofa mifunderflanding with 
the Romans, Whe refolution he took im this 
difficulty, was to leave the kingdom Jutt as it 
flood at chat inftant, and to take his wife and 
children along with him as an inftance of his 
good faith to the empire, and likewife as a 
Pen proot of his innocence, Hereupon 
le withdrew about an hundred and 4 thirty 








2 join’d 
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join’d in a confederacy with the king of Hyr- 
cania, to break into Media, and Jay the land 
wafte: this king being the mafter of the only 
paflage into that country; which, they fay, 
Alexander fo order’d, as to have it fhut up 
with iron gates. This pafs being now laid o- 
pen, they pofiefs’d themfelves of the place, 
without either fufpicion or refiftance, and car- 
ry’d off a booty, in goods and cattle, toa 
mighty value. ‘This inroad put Pacorus (then 
king of the place) into fuch a fright, that he 
left his eftate at mercy, and flying tor his own 
fafety into crags and ftrong holds, he made 
a fhift at laft to redeem his wife and concu- 
bines for an hundred * talents. At this rate 
they prefs’d forward, fpoiling and making ha- 
vock all the way they went, without the leaft 
refiftance, upto the borders of Armenia; Ti- 
ridates being at that time king there. This 
‘Tiridates made head againft them, and fought 
them, and was within a very little of being 
taken alive in the battle, by the noofe of a 
halter that was thrown over his head_ in the 
action; but in the very moment while they 
were drawing him off, he cut the rope with 
his fword, and got away, he fuccefs of this 
combat made thefe Barbarians more bloody 
and infolent than before, infomuch that they 
depopulated all, wherever they came, and 
carry’d off vaft numbers of men and cattle a- 
long with them to their own homes. 


the WARS of the JEWS. 


the office of Cenfor in Judea. ‘This fa¢tion of 
the Sicarii were profefs’d enemies to all that 
fhew’d any manner of refpeét to the Romans: 
and they treated them alfo like enemies, even 

to the degree of pillaging their goods, driving 

away their cattle, and burning their houfes. 

‘* For what are thefe men better than ftran- 

gers, faid they, that betray the liberty of 

their country for want of fighting for it, 

and had rather live flaves than freemen; 

notwithftanding that freedom is a bletfing 

‘ can never be bought too dear? Were it not 

better for fuch menas thefe, they cry’d, to 

join barefac’d with the Romans?” but 

thefe were only words of courfe, fora pre- 

text to their inhumanity and avarice, as moft 

evidently appear’d in the conclufion. For 

when thofe very men whom they branded with 

perfidy and cowardize came to join in the re~ 

volt, and in the common caufe .againft the 

Romans, they were worfe us’d than before: 

efpecially thofe that laid open the hypocrify 

of their pretenfions, and the iniquity of their 

practice. 

TuHere was never fuch an age certainly fince The lewdeft 
the creation, for all manner of impicty, as this age fince the 
junéture among the Jews. They Icft no new ‘reation. 
wickedneis to be either done or thought of, or 
for invention itfelf to work upon. Never fitch 
an agreement publick and private, in all forrs 
of corruptions: never fuch emulation in all 
things that were ill, who fhould outdo the 
other: men in power opprefs’d the common 
people, and the common people werg as fevere 
again upon men in power, the one for domi- 
nion, theother for pillage. 

Tue Sicarii were the firft that led the way ‘The Sicarii 
to this licentious courfe of blood and violence, led the way. 
without flipping any opportunity, either by 
word or deed, of doing mifchief where they 
























CHAP. XXVIIL 


Eleazar the governor of Maffada. The lewdeft 
age fince the creation. The Sicarii led the 
way; but Fobu of Gifchala out-did them all. 
Lhe brutal barbarities of Simon. The Tdume- 
ans inbuman and bloody. The Zelotes the wic- 





kedef? aud moft wretched of mortals. A gavi-| were fetuponit. But ali this was not to com- 
fou of the Sicariiin Maffada. Silva befieges it. | pare. with the extravagant cruelties of John: pi John of 


who did not only put particular men to death, Gitchala out- 
as common enemies (citizens efpecially) for did them all. 
prefuming to advife things neceflary and prot 
fitable for the publick; but multiply’d all 
manner of outrages alfo upon his country. And 


The fituation, defcription, and ftrength of it 
both i art ee Silva fe af 
batteries, and gains the rock Leuce; but hisbat- 
terics failing, he fets allin a flame. A dif- 
courfe upoi the contempt of death, and.the in- 


mortality of the foul. Reflections upon the Indi- 
az pbhitofophers and the Brachmaas. Several 
inflances of the fufferings of the fews. The 
queftion of life and death debated. The Fews 
So poffeffed with it, that they refolve not to out- 
live their laws and liberties: they agree upon a 


who could expect better trom aman that made 
no confcicnce of affronting God himfelf? as 
in the ufe.of forbidden meats, renouncing the 
purity of his profeffion, and departing from the 
laws and cuftoms of ‘our forefathers, : What 
wonder now, to fee aman inhuman to his 


neighbour, thag has no more reverence for his 
maker! , ai 
Anp fo for Simon the fon of Gioras, ‘what The barba- 
villany was not that man guilty.of? what bar- rous crucliigs 
barities did he not inflict upon the. very men of Simon. 
that rais’d him? thofe, that'of freemen: born, 
made themfelves his flaves! The naturalties of 
blood ‘and fricndfhip had no other effect upon 
this fort of people, than to inflame them to the 
execution of more’ horrid butcherics. They 
look’d upon it as a mean, and a kind of fcan- 
dalous infolence to~tyrannize over ftrangers, 
compar’d with the more gencrous and heroical 
bravery of trampling upon their own ficth and 
blood. ba tae 
‘Anp the Idumeans-came not much behind The Idame- 
them neither; thofe bloody mifcrdants, who_ans inhuman 
: : ; : ; Z > and bloody, 
* Tcis difficult todetermine what talent is here meant: but admitting it to be the greater Attick talent, an hun- 
- dred weighed feven thoufand fix hundred four pounds and two ounces ; and their value in filver amounted to tweh- 
ty two thoafund eight hundred twelye pounds and ten fhillings, and in gold to three hundred fixty five thoufand 


pounds, Englith money. s 
a 8 ¥ 


method for the executing of that refolution. The 
Romans udvance the next morning to the affault, 
and find only a pile of deadbodies to receive them, 


ASSUS was now dead in Judea, and 
B Flavius Silva conftituted his jucceffor in 
the goverment ; who, finding the whole country 
to be redue’d, faving only one.rebellious caf- 
tle, drew out all che torce he was able to make, 
with a refolution to attack it. The caftle’s 
name was Maffada, and one Eleazar command- 
ed it, the ring-leader of the Sicarii, or cut- 
throats, who had got in pofieffion of ic. This 
Eleazar was defcended from one Judas, who, 
as we have faid already, was the man that 
moft violently oppos’d the Jews entring their 
names upon the roll, when Cyrenius executed 


The caftle of 
Maffada, and 
Eleazar the 
governor of 


ity 








after 


\ 














atter the silifiinating of the high-pricits, co | Windings and turnings in the afcent: for the 
cut off, as much asin them lay, the whele | rocksin many places double upon chemfelves, The defcrip- 
{rame and erder of religion ata blow, con- | and run in and out fo, that people are fain to ten of ir 
founded likewife the polity of the city, with- | go backward and turward to paisthem. And 
cut kaving fo much as the face of juitice or | the patlages are fo narrow likewilc, that there’s 
civil government, and fet up tyranny and op- | no walking upon them but by ftanding upon 
preilion in the ttead of it. ‘This was the pro- | one foot while you advance the other: betide 
The Zelotes vincect thote they call Zclotes, and they had | chat one flip, ora falfe ftep, is certain death 5 
te wicked> given chemtelves a title to the name by their [for ic drops you into a precipice that gives a 
= works ; as the moft paflionate patrons and pro- | man a horror but to think of ic. They reck- 
moters of vice and lewdnefs upon the carth, |on thirty * furlongs of this way from the bor- 
though under the colour of piety and : tom to the top of the mountain, which brings 


ans inh 
and Dien, 


but feducing thofe they would impoife upon by | you into a plain, where Jonathan the high- 
tallacies and talfe lights, and at the fame | pricit erected a caftle, and called it Maflada; 
time curning evil into good, and good into } he himfelf being the firft founder of it. Herod 
evil. the Great fpared atterwards for no coft or care 
hemo!t Trey had at laft, however, the end they | to adorn and fortity ic. He carried a wall a= pye gynnig 
of deferv’d, in the maniteftation of God’s jutt | boutit, of feven } furlongs in compafs; ‘all of cation. 
vengeance upen them: for they fuffer’d all che [ curious white ttone, twelve + cubirs high and 
calamities and torments thet it is poflible for] eightover. He built likewife twenty feven tur- 
Aeth and blood to undergo, and this through- | rets, cach of fifty § cubits in height: and thefe 
out the whole courfe of cheir lives. towers entertain’d a communication withall the 
Iv will be {aid perhaps that the punifhment } buildings on the infide of the wall. The plain 
tell thore of the offence. And ic muy be an- | above was fo well condition’d, and {0 triit- 
twer’d, thar no punifhment could come up to | ful a foil, that Herod order’d it to be fet a- 
iz. Bur thisis not a time orplace to enter up-} pare for tillage; to. the end that whocver 
os the hiftory of thofe unhappy wretches that} thould take fanétuary in that caftle, he might 
tell into the hands of theie montters: fo that| be fure not to want neceflari@s. He caufed 
I thall rather return to my relation, and go on | alfo a royal and a ttately palac¢ to be built for 
where I lett. himfelf within the compafs of the caftle: the 
*  Sixva the Roman general was now upon | cntrancc tronting wettward, and bending a lirc- 
" his march to befiege Maflada, where there | tle to the north. The walls of it were very 
“was a garjion of the Sicarii under the com- } high and ftrong, with four towers in the four 
mand of Eleazar ; who was the head of that] corners, cach of fixty ** cubits high. The 
party, He made fure of the country about it, | apartments, galleries and baths, were for va- 
without much difficulty; fettked his garifons| mety, ornament and contrivance, very rich 
as he faw convenient, and ran up a wall about | and glorious: and all fupported with pillars, 
the cadtle to prevent excurfions or efcapes, and | ¢ach of one entire ftone ; and fo mafterly put 
to fecure his guards. He made choice of a | together, that nothing could be more fubftan- 
quarter tor his camp, that he found moitcom- | tial. The walls and the pavement were all 
modicus tor his purpoie: that is to fay, upon | checker’d with party-colour’d ftone. To e- 
the joining of the caftle-rock to the next] Very quarter about this palace, the. plain a- 
mountain: only provifions were extremely | bove, and before the turrets, there were a 
dearce ; tor they were brought a great way, | great many large cifterns hew’d out of the rock 
and with much trouble tothe Jews, whole | tor the preferving of water; fo that thefe vel- 
bufinefs it was to fupply them; befide the | fels abundantly fupply’d the want of foun- 
bringing of water another way too, for there | tains. There was a way alfo cut under 
Was no fountain near the place. ground, from the palace up to the caftle, 
Silva befece; MMatTreRs being thus order’d, Silva dif- | which was not to be difcover’d from without; 
in -—S~—”—s«s#spos’d himfelf to the fiege, which was like to | and the other was effectually impaffable, as 
be a work of time and labour, as will appear | we have faid already. But for the weftern 
The firzation by the ficuation of the caftle. It ftands upon | pais, there was a tower fet up in the narroweft 
o: Mafiaca. a large high rock, with deep and craggy pre- | part of it, a matter of a thoufand $+} cubits _ 
cipices round about it: and there is no dif~ | trom the caftle, chat quite block’d it up. Not ae ote 
cerning the bottom from above by reafon of o~ | but rhat the attempt would have been difficule Vragnds 
7 _ therrocks that interpofe and cover it. The | enough, even without any oppofition: but both by art 
accefs is fo difficult, thareven the beaftsthem-~ | this is to fhew, the ftate and condition of the and nature. 
felves cannot climb it, faving only by two | place, both by art and nature. 
paflages:. onc to the caftward from the lake Now this caftle was not only provided a- Stored with 
Afphalutis, which is very nice and dangerous ; | gainft force and ftratagem, but againft the very all manner of 
the other. from the weft, which is the more | dint of famine too: for there was corn in it, Ptovifion:. 
practicableof thetwo. ‘They call one of them | wine, oil, all forts of pulfe, dates, ‘&c. for, 
-by the name of the Snake, from the feveral ' many years; which was all found init, when 












* Thirty furlongs amounted to three Englith miles and three quarters, and forty five geometrical paces, as hath 


been feveral times before obferved. 3 . ; ; 
7 Seven furlongs were feven eighths of a mile, that is one furlong and nine geometrical paces above three quarters 


+ Sev 
of an Englith mile. : 

= Twelve cubits amounted to fomething upwards of onc and twenty Englifh feet, that isfeven yards; and eight 
cubits to fomething more than fourteen Englith feer, that is four yards and two feet. 

§ Fifty cubits amounted to fomething more than ninety one Englith feer, tharis thirty yards and one foot. 

** Sixty cubits amounted to fomething more than one hundred and nine feer, that is to thirty fix yards and one 
foot. f 7 
+* A thoufand cubits amounted te fomething upwards of eighteen hundred and twenty five feet, thatis to fix hun- 


dred and eight yards and one foor. : 
Eleazar 
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fferod in- 
tended it for 
a retreat in 
cate of need. 


Silva ad- 
vances with 
his battery. 


He gains the 
rock Leuce. 


' fome fmall impreffion upon it. 





Eleazar with his Sicarii furpriz’d ic: and it 
was all as frcfh and found too, (though an 
hundred years depolited) as if it had been but 
newly laid up. And perbaps the purity of the 
air at that height, abftraéted from grofs and 
feculent vapours, might be the reafon of it. 

Turre was alfo a‘magazine of all forts of 
arms for ten thoufand men, ftor’d there by the 
king’s order ; a great quantity of unwrought 
iron, brafs, Iead, and thelike; which we 
aay prefume was prepared for fome great de- 

ign. 

Tuere gocs a tradition, that Herod find- 
ing himfelf diftrefs’d under two difficultics, 
provided this caftle for his retreat in cafe of 
need: the one was for fear the people fhonld 
depofe him, and fer the Afmonean family upon 
the throne again ; the other was a matter of a 
more dangerous confequcnece. Cleopatra the 
queen of Egypt had a defign, it feems, upon 
the life of Herod : and fhe made no fecret of 
it neither; ‘but own’d the thing, and had fe- 
veral difcourfes with Antony about it; pref- 
fing him that Herod might be difpatch’d out 
of the way, and fhe herfelf made queen of the 
Jews in his ftead. It was a wonder that the 
paffion Antony had for Cleopatra could deny 
her any thing; but Fcrod however, upon this 
apprehenfion, put Maflada into fauch a condi- 
tion, that there was hardly any thought of 
taking it; and the Romans could never be ab- 
folute matters of the Jews without it. . 

Tue Jews being now fo clofe wall’d up in 
Maflada, that ‘there was no poffibilicy, as 1 
faid before, of their efcaping, Silva advanced 
with his machines ; there’ being but one place 
that he could fill‘up to raife a mount upon. 
For beyond that tower that blocks up the way 
upon the weft, to the palace and ‘caftle, . there 
was a large long rock call Leuce; larger than 
that the caftle ftood’ ‘upon, but not fo high 
by three * hundred cubits as Maflada, ‘The 
general had no fooner ‘gain’d this rock, but 
he fet his foldiers at work to advance a mount 
uponit; and they wrought fo hard, that they 
carried it up'to the height of ‘two - hundred 
cubits: which not being as ‘yet {trong cnough 
to fupport the engines, they rais’d a kind of 
platform upon it, wrought with great ftones, 
fifty >} cubits high, and as much over. But 
befide thefe ordinary machines, they had o- 
thers alfo of the invention of Vefpafian, but 
improved afterwards by Titus. They ercct- 
ed farther upon this platform, a tower of 1ix- 
ty cubits, and fortify’d with iron. 

Tue Romans from this turret, gall’d the 
defendants with their ftones and arrows to 
fuch'a degree, that they durft not fhew their 
heads upon the walls. Silva, .in the mean 
time, keptbattcring the wall witha moft pro- 
digious ram; which by little and little made 
Bat the Sicaril 
quickly fupply’d that defeét by clapping up 
another wall behind it that feared.no machines > 


‘for the matter of it being foft and yielding, it 


deaded the ftroke:.and the manner of the 
firuéture was this, ‘They took two rows of 
large timbers, and mortifled them one into 
another. ‘They were both of a-fize, and toge- 


‘ther -with a fpace’left:berwixt them, juft.an- 1". 


* Three hundred.cubits amounted to-foniething upwards of five. hundred forty: fix-feet,. that: 


two yards, 
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fwercd the thicknefs of the wall. This fpace 
they filled with a kind of clayifh earth, and 
nail’d up boards a-crofs the frame to keep the 
earth from falling down: fo that it ftood as 
firm as.the wall ot a houfe, and'the more it 
was battered the ftronger it was, as if it been 
ramm’d and confolidated into a better ftate of | 
defence. 
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Wuen Silva found his engines defeated, Silva's bac- 
he refolved to artempe that by fire, which he teries being 


could not compafs by battery ; and fo ordered 


defeated, he 
tries fire, and 


his foldiers to try what might be donc by fgets all ina 


brands-ends and fire-works, towards the de= flame. 


ftroying of their defences... 'Their new wall 
being moft of ir timber-work and hollow, took 
fire immediately, and burft out into a mighty 
flame; which. began with the wind on the 
north, and beat fo terribly upon the Romans, 
that they almoft defpair’d of faving their rha~ 
chines. But the wind luckily chopping about 
all on a fudden into the fouth,. ‘drove fo fur 
rioufly. upon the wall, that it fer all in a flame 
from top to bottom. The Romans were, fo 
fenfible of God’s appearing in their favour ‘up~ 
on this occafion, that they return’d chearfully 
to their camp, with a full refolution to make. 
an attack upon the enemy the next morning by 
break of. day; and to keep ftrong’ watches in 
the mean while. thar they might not get-off 
in the night. ‘ . 
Bur Eleazar had no thonght, of ftarting 
himfelf, or of fuffering any of his people foro 
do. The wall liowever being confum’d tothe 
ground, and no‘hope or poflibiliry left of fafe- 
ty orrelicf, the only brave thing they had be- 
fore them was to confider how they might de- 
liver their wives and‘children from the igno- 
minious outrages they might expect from‘the 
Romans, whenever they came to be mafters 
of the’place. Eleazar concluded, upon the 
ballancing of this queftion, that a glorious 
death was infinitely to be preter’d to a life of 
infamy; and that the moft generous.refolu- 
tion they could take in the world,’ would 
be not to out-live their liberties’: ‘This 
being his own opinion, he.call’d. together - the 
moft couragious of his triends and-companions, 
and did what he could, by reafon and ‘exhor- 
tation, to difcourfe them’ into’ the fame 
tate Se Pith ca aise oF am 


“® Iris no new thing, fays he, my generous Eleazar’s ' 
“ friends, for our people to difclaim any o- difourfe up. 


“© ther lord and matter, than the triié and fo- 


‘¢ himfelf ; and this without exception to the 
“ Romans, or to any other.nation whatfoever. 
“‘ The time is now at-hand to.\make good our 
“ words by our.deéds: .wheréfore Ict_us_aét 
* like ourfelves now. “We have hithérto run 
‘¢ all hazards to preferve our freedoms;, but 
* we are at prefent threatén’d ‘with chains, 
“© andthe worft of torments together, if we 
“ fall-alive into our enemics ‘haiidg ‘as the 
“ frftthac fell off from them, .arid the laf thac 
“ ftood out againft. them. ‘The matter duly 
*¢ confider’d, we.are to look upon it.as a fin-. 
“ gular gracé and favour from above,, to be 
“ Jeft fill ac-liberty,to chufé our déach:- a 
“ bleffing deny’d to. many that’ are gone before 
“* us. ,We.are certain-to be all flayes to-mor- 








one: huridredl. eighty 





+ Two hundred cubits amounted to fomething- more than.three hundred and ‘fixty, four-feer, -phatiis one, hundred 


and twenty one yards, and one foot. 


row, 


on the con- 
: ea Ae Be tempt of 
“ vercign lord and mafter of the uniyerfe, God death, 
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A judicial 
wind and 
fre 





of our perfons. 
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row, if wedo not prevent it by ferting our- 
felves tree this very night : and it is not in 


: : DR 
* the powcr of our enemies to hinder it. Nei- 


ther is there any thing they defire morc, 
than to take us alive; and it is now too 
late co think of prevailing againft them by 
force of arms. Something might have becn 
done at firft perhaps, if the aflertors of our 
libertics had but duly confider’d things. 
For they would have found that if God had 
not caft us off, though formerly his chofen 
people, he would never have expos’d us to 
what we have foffer’d, both by our own 
divifions, and frem our enemics , the de- 
ftruétion of fo many of our principal men, 
and the holy city icfelf laid wafte with fire 
and {word. But how comes it laft that we 
alone are the men of the whole nation to 
ftand up tor our liberties, asif we ourfelves 
were innocent of thofe iniquities that we 
have taught roothers ? You icc by this time 
the vanity of your extravagant hopes, andthe 
mifery ot your difappointments. And what 
are we the better here for an impregnable 
caftle, with an ample provifion otf arms, 
and all neceffaries for our fupport, when 
God hath manifcitly doom’d us to dettru- 
Gtion? What do you think of that judicial 
wind and fire, that left the Romans to con- 
fume us and our new wall? Did ic do this 
of its own accord, do ye think? or was it 
not rather an infliction upon us for the cry- 
ing fins we had been guilty of one towards 
‘another? Now fince our punifhment is juft, 
and that there is no avoiding of it, will it 
not be much more reafonable for us to do 
juftice upon ourfelves, than to leave it to 
the victorious Romans, as the exccutors of 
divine vengeance? By thismeans, we fecure 
the honour of our wives, and the frecdom 
of our children? And next to them, Ict us 
honourably take our own turns, and dic 
free; leaving that memorial behind us as 
the beit of monuments. But in the _firft 
place, let the caftle be fet on fire, and our 
own gold and filver melted down ; for the 
Romans will be fick of their purchafe, with- 
out the poffeffion, cither of our treafure, or 
Let the provifions for the 
mouth and belly be left behind, as a tefti- 
mony that we‘were not ftarved into this 
condition ; but kept to our firft refolution 
of chufing death rather than bondage.” 
This was Eleazar’s{peech; butit did notre- 


lith wich al] alike: fome were very much pleafed 
with the propofal, and as forward to put it in 
execution ; reckoning upon death as a defirable 
tate upon thofe terms. Thofe that were good- 
natured, or render-hearted, had a horror upon 
them to think of raking away the lives of their 
friends, .and no Iefs at the thought of laying 
violent handsupon themfelves: and then look- 
ing mournfully one upon another with cears 


in their eyes, 
their hearts. 


at 


they betray’d the foftnefles of 
Eleazar was nota little troubled 
thefe cffeminate weakneffes, for fear of 


ftageecring others that feem’d well cnough re- 
folved, and calling in queftion the dignity of 


his propofition. 
ev 


He follow’d his point how- 
er, and went on with his exhortation ; but 


with another fort of air and fpirit, advancing 


his difcourfe upon the fubjeét of the immor- 


tality of the foul: and 


ing his eye upon 


thofe chat he faw in tears, he addrefied him- 





felf that way, in.a vchement carneftnefs 


of exclamation, 


« 


and in rhefe or the like 
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words. 
“Tam, fays he, Wonderfully miftaken, I Of the im- 
perecive, in my opinion, that brave men in mortality of 
> : the foul 
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_lives than their caufe. 


a conteft for liberty, had rather lofe their 
But it is otherwife 
with you, I find, that are afraid to dic, 
though to deliver yourfelves from calami- 
ties worfe than death irfelf: and in a cafe 
too, that neither needs counfel, nor will 
bear delay. We have it from antiquity, 
the holy fcripturcs, the laws and cuttoms 
of our country, the dottrine and pra¢tice of 
our fore-fathers : and itis generally allow’d. 
that ic is not life, bur death, that makes a 
man happy. For what is it but death thae 
fetsthe foul at liberty, and tranfmitsic into 
thofe pure and blefled regions where it fhall 
never know corruption? But fo long as it 
communicates with the mortal body, tt par- 
takes alfo with the evils of that body ; and 
itis in a manncr dead; for what affinity is 
there betwixt divine and mortal? Soul and 
body in conjunétion, "tis truc, may do 
much ; for the body is but the foul’s inftru- 
ment, and their fecret offices and operations 
arcunaccountable. But when the foul comes 
once to be difcharged of its clog and weight 
that keeps it down, and to recover its pro- 
per ftation, it enjoys a vigorous and a per- 
fect liberty; not vifibleto human cycs, but 
invifible, as God himfelf is; and it is in- 
vifible alfo in our bodies. It comes into us 
unfeen, and foit gocs out again; incor- 
ruptible in itfelf, but caufing variety of 
changes in the body: for whatever the foul 
influences, it puts life and vigour into it: 
and when everit withdraws itfelf, the fepa- 
ration is certain death. But this does not 
hinder the foul yet from being immortal. 
Asin fleep, . for inftance, how quietly does 
the foul repofe icfelf in that refpite from 
the diftractions of the body! Which fhews 
the happinefs of the foulis wrapt up with- 
in itfelf, and likewife that it holds fome 
fort of communication with the Almighty, 
in forctelling thingstocome. But how can 
any man pretend to fear death that loves 
reft ! Or who but a mad-man, for the fake 
of a fhort life, will debar himfelf of a life 
‘eternal ? Befide, that we are trained up 
by the laws and infticution of our profeffi- 
on, not only to the contempt of death our- 
felves, but alfo to preach and pra¢tife ic 
for an example to others. 

“ Or ifthere needed any recourfe to ftran- 
gers, for argument or authority upon this 
fubject, what fhall we fay to the Indian phi- 
lofophers and Brachmans? a wife and a vir- 
tuous fort of people. They look upon life 
only as a neceffary function of nature: an 
office which they difcharge eafily enough, 
and not without fomc impatience to be quit of 
the trouble. And they are not weary of 
life neither, upon the account of pain ‘or in- 
convenience; but for the love of immortali- 
ty, and a blefied converfation that thall ne- 
ver have an end, Nay, they take folemn 
leave of their friends too, as if it were but 


“ ‘for ajourney, andtell them when they are a 
“€ going: neither does any body offer to hin- 


ce 


“* happy, and fend formal meflages by them 


derthem ; but, on the contrary, wifh them 


to 


OF the Indian 


philofophers 


and Brach- 
mans 


» 
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Several in- 
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fufferings of 
the Jews. 
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to their acquaintance, in a full and certain j “* 


confidence that they underftand one ano- 
ther. And fo when they have received all 
their orders and inftructions, they commit 
their bodies to the fire, as a preparatory 
purification, and go off with acclamations, 
and to the fatisfa¢tion of all the {pe¢ctators. 
For among them, friends follow one ano- 
ther more chearfully to death, than the 

would do toa long journey ; joying thofe 
that are now entring into a ftate of immor- 
talicy, and only lamenting the reft that ftay 
behind. What a fhame will it be for us 
now to fall fhort of the Indians, in a mat- 
ter of thisimportance, and to bring a fcan- 
dal upon the excellent laws and religion of 
our fore-fathers by: an inglorious abjection 
of mind! Or put the cafe now, that wé had 
been otherwife inftruéted, and brought upin 
the contrary principles from our very cra- 
dle; asif Iife were the fovereign good of. 
mankind, and death the moft difmal of ca- 
lamities : the very occafion fhould make us 
refolute methinks, in our cafe, fince necef- 
fity and the will of God will have it fo; 
and we are now to be punifh’d with the lofs 
of life, for eur fermer abufes of it, by the 
ordering of a divine providence. Neither 


-are we to afcribe it to our own arms, or to 


the generofity of the Romans, that we were 
not every man of us cut off in this war. 
And it was not fimply a conqueft neither, 
but the mediation of a more powerful caufe, 
that made ie look like onehowever. What 
had the Romans to do in that bloody maf- 
cre of the Jews at Cefarea by. the people of 
the place, where man, woman and child, 
were cut off upon the feventh day’s feftival, 
without one word of a confpiracy, or ‘the 
leaft refiftance ? whereas the: Romans never 
look’d upon the Jews as their enemies, but 
only when they revolted. Now it will be 
faid perhaps, that there wagan old grudge 


betwixt the Jews of Cefatca and the citi-. 


zens, and that the latter took this opportu- 
nity for a revenge. 
of the Scythopolitans that join’d with the 
Greeks againft us, and not with our friends 
againft the Romans? and what did: they get 
at laft for their good will, but the utter de- 
ftruétion of themfelves and their families ? 
This was the thanks, in fine, that we had 
for our affiftance ; they brought us into the 
fame extremity, out of which.. we refcu’d 


them. ; . ; : 
’ © Tx would be tao tedious to-:run over par- | 


ticular inftances; for you know very well 


that there is not {o much as one city in Sy- |: 


ria that has treated us better, and that is not 
incomparably worfe to us than the Romans. 
What do you think of Damafcus now, that 
without any colour, or pretence of a difguft, 
butcher’d ten thoufand Jews, with their 
wives and children, in that fingle city ?. 


‘and then they reckon upon at leaft fixty 


thoufand kill’d in Egypt. ‘Now that’s no 


wonder, you'll fay, in a ftrange land, where 


they had no feconds to ftand bythem. But 
to come now to our own cafe at home, that 
had the courage to aflert our liberties againft 
the Romans in our own country, and want- 
ed neither men nor arms, fearlefs {pirits, 
impregnable cities, ftrong holds, or any o- 
ther. manner of provifions that might encou- 


“What fhall we fay then. 
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rage or ftrengthen a revolt, and entitle us’ 
to areafonable hope. of a vi¢torious iffue. 
But how long did this laft, and to what end. 
did this pompous preparation ferve us, fave 
only to Gur greater confufion ? ‘for all-is loft, 


you fee, and only.to the honourdfthe cne= 


my, without any advantage to ourfelves, 
for,and by whom, thefe ftores were provided.. 
‘© How happy are they now that fell with 
their {words in their hands, contending for 


The gueftion 
of life and 


their liberty, and in the fame act preferving death deba- 
it, compar’d with.the furviving remainder ted in favour 


of.ns that are refery’d in chains: 


fome-for of the latter 
as the more 


torture, fome for the fire, ‘others. for fpee= Ger ble of 
tacles ; fome for combat, and others’ to be thetwe. 


torn to pieces with whips; fome half eaten 
by beafts, and fet afide for a fecond 
meal! Who would not fufler:a thoufand 
deaths rather than lead fuch a life? but the 
mott deplorable of all the reft are thofe that 
are yct living, and calling upon death, and 


yet have not the heart to give it themfelves. : 


*¢ Pray fummon up your thoughts, and.con-+ 
fider what is become of your glorious me-. 
tropolis; your mighty walls and fortifica~ 
tions; your impregnable towers and caftles; 
your vaittreafuries and magazines, though 
too little for your flores; your prodigious 
multitudes of men: and what’s become of 
your holy place too, known by the name of 
God’s houfe? Is ic nor all torn up by. the 
roots, and nothing to-be feen of it but the 
ruins, that ferye only for a camp to the con~ 
queror; a few unfortunate old men mourn- 
ing over the afhes of the temple, and a pro- 
vifion of unhappy. women referv?d for the 
criminal ufe and fervice of the foldicrs? _. 

“¢ Can any thing that hath but the foul of a 
man ever fubmit to look ancther fun in the 
faceagain after this? nay, though he might 
liver without either fear or danger,. can any 
man, I fay, be fo unnatural to his country, 
fo mean and narrow-hearted; as not to be 


' gricv’d that ever he liv’d to fee this day? 


and it would have been well, if we had 
been all in our graves before everwebcheld 


' thefe facrilegious ruins, and this glorious pile 
of Jerufalemlaid in rubbith. Butfo longas. . 


we had hopes.and courage, we flatter’d our- 
felves with cthe:poffibility of .a redemption. 


‘Thefe hopes however being intircly fruftra~ 
ted, and nothing now left us to truftto, but. 


the confideration.of an infuperable neceffity, 
we have nothing more to do than to take 
pity of ourfelves, our wives, and our chil- 


dren; and to:make all the hafte we can to 


‘do it, while we have the means,ip our qwn 


hands. Weare.all born to die, the brave 


and the cowardalike, and all fujeted tothe 


fame. fate. “Now. for .matter of indignity 


_and flavery, the. feeing of qur. wives .difho-= 


nour’d, and our'children led in triumph ; 
thefe are not evils arifing from the neceffity 
of our nature, but the .refults.of cowardize, 
when 2 man might have dy’d and would not. 
But for us who had the hearts .to.abandon 
the Romans, and fly-in the face of. our maf- 
ters; and afterwards to refufe quarter and 
pardon, when ic was offer’d us, and not fo 
much as to accept of an indemnity, though 
they themfelves begg’d it of us: can any 
body think, I fay, that if ever they take us 
alive, they will not treat us with the great- 
eft indignities? 

7, « No 
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‘© No one that has any bowels of compaf-j} remaining ten fhould difpatch the other nine, 


fion can, without the greateft horror, think 
of the miferable condition both of young 
and old; betwixt the ftrength of body on 
the one hand, to lie languifhing under a 
lingring torment; and the weaknefs of age 
on the other, that is not able to fupport it. 
The husband mutt expeét to fec his wife dif- 
honcur’d before his face; and the father, 
to hear his children begging in chains for re- 
lief. But while we are tree, and matters of. 
our fwords, Ict us make a glorious ufe of 
them, and preferve our liberties. Let us 
die freemen, with the comtort and compa- 
ny of our wives and children about us. Ie 
is but what they themfelves defire, what 
our laws require at our hands, and what 
providence itfelf hath made neceflary for us. 
Only the Romans are againftit, for tear we 
fhould die before we fall into their hands. 
Let us difpatch then, for ic will be to our 
immortal honour to take the prize they long 
for out of their hands, in leaving them on- 
ly the poor fatisfaction of dead bodics for 
their eriumph.” 

Ereazar would have gone on, if the 
whole company bad not broken in upon him 
in thisvery inftance; violently preffing him to 
go thro? with his work, and cvery man con- 
tending witha phantaftical emulation who 
fhould be foremoit, asa mark of the braveft 
and the wifeft man. Such was the paffion thefe 
people had for the deftruétion of them{elves 
and their tamilies. And, which was yet more 
wonderful, they did not one man of them 
fhrink when they came to the execution; but 
kept up their dearand natural affeétion to the 
Jaft, upon an opinion that they could not do 
their friends a better office. They took their 
leave of their wives and children in their arms, 
with 2 kifs, and a ftab; weeping over themat 
the fame time, and no more concerned than if 


with a condition that the furviving tenth man 
fhould kill himfelf upon the bodies of the reff: 
fuch a confidence had thefe people one in an- 
other. The nine dy’d with the fame conftan- 
cy as the reft. The laft man overlooking the 
bodies, and finding that they were all ftark 
dead, fet fireto the palace, and with a prodi-~ 
gious violence threw himfelf upon the point of 
his {word, and fo perifh’d amongft the reft of 
his friends. 

Tue tragedy being now over, and upon a 
prefumption, that there was not fo much as 
one Jew fallen into the hands of the Romans, 
it appear’d afterwards that there was one an- 
tient womans; and another, a kinfwoman of 
Eleazar’s (a perfon of admirable qualities) with 
five young boys, that had conceal’d themfelves 
all this while in an aqueduct, and efcap’d the 
maflacre. The number of the flain was ninc 
hundred and fixty, reckoning women and chil- 
dren into the account. This action fell out 
upon the fifteenth of the month * Xanthicus. 

Tue Romans by break of day next morn- 
ing, with their ladders and bridges, made 
ready for an aflault; but no enemy appearing, 
nor any noife to be heard, but the crackling 
of flames, the Romans could not tell what to 
make of thefe circumftanees, and of fo dead a 
filence : fo that they prefently gave a yell, 
like a fhout upon the playing of a battery, to 
try if they could be anfwer’d. The clamour 
alarm’d the women in their hiding-holes; fo 
that they came out upon it, and told the Ro- 
mans the truth of the whole ftory ; which was 
fo incredible however, that they could notbe- 
lieve it: but beraking themfelves to the quench. 

ling of the fire, and fo following their way up. 
| to the palace, they found fuch a carnage of 
| dead bodies, that without infulting and res 
| joicing as enemies, they broke into admiration 


at the gencrous greatnefs of the Jews minds 3; 
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The Romans 
advance next 
morning to 
the affaulr, 
and find only 
a pile of 
dead hodies 
to receive 
them. 


the work had been done by other people’s | the fteddinefs of their counfels, and the obfti- | 


hands. The neceffiry of the action, (as they 
underftoad ir) was their comfort, and their 
excufe; for confidering what_ they fhould 
have fufferd otherwife by the Romans, they 


thought they could not do Jefs toward their: 


deliverance. In fhort, there was not one man’s 
heart fail’d him; but they kill’d their belov- 
ed friends and relations without diftin¢tion. 
This was a miferable neceffiry, but they were 
driven upon it by a miferable choice: for the 
Gettroying of their wives andchildren - it ap- 
pear’d to them) was the leaft evil they had 
before them. 

Wuew they had proceeded thus far, they 
found the grief for what they had done already 
intolerable, and being confcious to themfelves, 
that they could not furvive thofe they had 
kill’d, (though never fo little) without a ma- 
nifeft injury to the dead, they Immediately 
pil’d up all their goods together on a heapand 


‘mate agreement of fucha number of mcn in the 
_ contempt of death. 





CHAP. XXIX. 


Lhe turbulent and feditious humour of the Sicavrii. 
The Fews impute all their misfortunes to that 
fort of people. They will rather fuffér death 
than own Cefar for their mafrer. , 


F TER the taking of Maflada, Silvathe 
Roman general fettled a garifon there, 

and fo march’d away with his army to Cefa- 
rea, leaving the country in perfeét peace and 
quict behind him. Now the Jews of Judea 
were fo abfolutely broken and fubdu’d by the 
burden and continuance of the war, tharrherc 
was not an enemy to be heard of in all that 
quarter ;but there were thofe alfochat felt of ic 


burnt them ; and then chufing ten men, by lot,| as faras Alexandria in Egypt, where feveral of 


out of their number, to do execution upon all 
the reft, they ranged themfelves as near as 
they could to thedead bodies of their friends ; 
gave them a parting cmbracc, and chearfully 

refented their throats to thofe that were to do 
the inhuman office. So foon as the ten had 
with a mighty refolution difcharg’d their part, 


them werepuc to death. But a word or two 
upon this occafion will not be amifs. 

Tuere were divers of the faction of the 
Sicarli that fled to Alexandria for fanétuary; 
and it was not enough for thefe people to live 
eafy and quiet there, but they muft be tam- 
pering the citizens into a hankering after inno- 


they caft lots among themfelves which of the; vations, and ftarting invidious queftions about 
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. liberty. “© Ehey look’d upon the Romans, 
“ they faid, to be no better than themfelves, 

** and no other lord would they own, than 

Violent and ** the lord of heaven and earth.” And fill as 


they met with any contradiction, though from. 
the beft of their own proteffion, it was as much 
as their lives were worth. Some they mur- 
der’d, others they’ debauch’d from their alle- 
giance, or at leaft endeavour’d to doit; and 
in fine, thefe practices of theirs became fo bold 
and dangerous, that the leading men amongtft 
them did not think ic fafe to call them to any 
publick account. But the courfe they took, 
was to fummon a general meeting of the Jews, 
and there to arraign the folly and temerity of 
the Sicarii, and to expofe them to the people 
as the root and caufe of all their misforrunes. 
* Now what would be the end on’t, faid they, 
“© if we fhould force them to fly for their {e- 
“ curity? They’d be never the better for it, 
*€ and we the worfe. For fo foon as ever the 
“ Romans fhall be well inform’d of the de- 
“ fign, their way will be to fall upon all pro- 
“ mifcuoufly, and fo deftroy the innocent 
“ with the guilty.” Wherefore they caution- 
ed the Jews not to involve themfelves with the 
Sicarii, but rather to provide for their own 
fafery, by delivering up thofe cut-throats to 
the Romans. ; 
Tuts gave them fuch a profpect of the haz- 
ard they were in, that they fell violently up- 
on the Sicarii, and took fix: hundred of them 
immediatcly, - The reft fled to Egypt, ‘Thebes, 
‘ and thereabouts; where they were retaken 
foon after, and brought back again, behaving 
themfelves to admiration, forthe infuperable 
Not a man of hardinefs of their refolution, What a variety 
them would of exquifite torments did they endure, rather 
ownCefar than acknowledge Cefar for their mafter ; and 
sie dae! not one foul that would fo muchas deliberate 
his life, upon the doing of it. But they ftood all as 
firm, as if their fouls had not been concerned 
in what their bodies endured. And the tran- 
feendént miracle of all is yet behind; which 
is, that the boys and the children ftood the 
fame fhock with the reft ; and when they had 
faffer’d all that malice or invention could in- 
figét upon them, not fo much as one foul of 
them would own Cefar to fave his life ; fo much 
was their contempt of torments abovethe fenfe 
of them. re ate ; 


impatient of 
contradiction 


The Jews ar- 
yaign them in 
a publick af- 
fembly, as 
the authors 
of all their 
misfortunes. 








CHAP. XXX, 
Oxias inoves Ptolemy to give the Feivs. leave: to 
_ build atémple, and to énjoy the exercife of their 
* qworfbip. Ptolemy gives leave accordiigly, and 
- affigns them a fpot of ground, for it.. This 
temple was erected, and afterwards fut up. 


UPUS being at that time’ governour of 
L, Alexandria, gave Cefar early advice of 
this commotion, who was fo well acquainted 
with the turbulent humour of the Jews, that 
he thought he could not be too cautious of 
their meetings and cabals, for fear of making 
faétions and parties; and therefore ordered 
Lupus to demolifh the Jews temple in the city 
Onion ‘in Egypt; of which temple I fhall fay 


the WARS of the JEWS. | : 


fomicehing, both as to the riameé, dnd the foun- | “ 

er. 

‘On1As the fon of Simon, ong of the high- 

priefts, being driven out of Jerofalem in the 

time of the war betwixt Antiochus the king 

of Syria, and the Jews, withdrew to Alexan- 

dria, where he was very kindly receiv’d by 

Ptolemy thé king of Egypt; partly, as an ene- 

my toe Antiochus, and partly upon a condition 

agreed upon betwixt them; which was this. . 

Onias undertook to bring the Jews over into Qnias moves 

Ptolemy’s interéft, if he would but grant him © pOreay so 

one requeft. The king promis’d him that he face e J a 

would, if ic lay in his power; and fo the o- build a tem- 

ther ,begg’d his leave only for the Jews to ple, and en- 

erect a temple fome where or other in Egypt, Pee Sr 

where they might meet and worfhip God ac- wormip. 

cording to the laws and religion of their 

country. By this means, fays he, Antiochus 

will become ftill more and more odious to 

the Jews, and the Jews better alfcéted to 

your fervice; befide the vaft multitudes that 

will put themfelves under your protection for 

the free exercife of their worfhip. Beh 
Protemy Was well cnough pleas’d with Hiplety. : 

the propofal, and fo aflign’d the Jews a fpot BYan's te I 

of ground for their purpoic, a matter of nine- tenes {pot of 

{core * furlengs from.Memphis, in the traét of ground for 

Heliopolis: Onias built a caftle there, and af- 1t-| 

ter that a temple, though not comparable, ’tis 

true, to-that at Jerufalem; but it had juft 

fuch another tower, made of vaft ftones, and 

fixcy } cubics in height. There was an altar 

alfo, after the model of Jerufalem, and fet 

out with donatives and preicnts,. much like 

the othér, faving only that théré was no ‘cati-~ 

dleftick, but a golden lamp ‘as bright as the 

fun, inftead of it,’ which hung upon:'a gold 

chain before the altar. This temple was en- 

compafs’d with a brick wall, the gates of 

ftone, and it was likewife cndow’d ‘with a 

confiderable revenuc, both.in land and: money, 

that there might be nothing wanting’ to the - 

folemnity and celebration of the fervice. Now 

Onias did not do allthis, as wefay, for God’s 

fake, and out of the pure fimplicity of his 

heart, but outof a fpleen he boré to the Jernfa- 

lem Jews that forced. him away: and ‘he’ pro- 

pounded to himfelf by the .ere¢ting of. this 


temple, te draw the Jews back to him again, 


{that had forfaken him; efpecially reflecting 


upon an old prophecy of nine hundred ‘and f{c- 
venty’ years ftanding, which feems ‘to look 
that way befide another prediction of the 
prophet Haiah, of a temple in time to cometo 
be erected in Egypt, bya Jew, = 
Tuis ‘temple was buile accordingly, and The temple 
Lupus, in purfuarice of the emperor’s orders, was erected, 


dire : See ee a 3m {fe and after that 
went direétly thither, carried off with hini fe- Bednar g 


‘veral prefents and -oblations that he. found gut up. 


there, and fo fhut it up. ‘But’ Paulinus, ; Who. 
fucceeded to.the governnicnt after the death’ 
of Lupus, not only intirely ftript the temple 
of all the donatives and prefents he found 
there, but threaten’d the priefts feverely too 
in cafe of any concealment: nor would he re- 
ceive any man whatfoever into the temple up- 
on the account of religion, but fhut the doors 
againft them, without leaving fo much as the 
leaft appearance of divine worfhip  thcre, 


* Ninefcore furlongs amounted to twenty two Englifh miles and three quarters, and fifty fix geometrical Bee 
+ Sixty cubits amounted to fomething more than one hundred and nine Englith feet, that is thirty Gx yar 


and one foot. 
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“© No one that has any bowels of compaf- 
fion can, without the greateft horror, think 
of the miferable condition both of young 
and old; betwixt the ftrength of body on 
the one hand, to lie languifhing under a 
lingring torment; and the weakncfs of age 
on the other, that is not able ro fupport it. 
The husband muft expect to fee his wife dif- 
honeur’d before his face; and the father, 
to hear his children begging in chains for re- 
licf. But while we are free, and mafters of 
our fwords, Ict us make a glorious ufe of 
them, and preferve our liberties. Ler us 
dic freemen, with the comfort and compa- 
ny of our wives and children about us. It 
is but what they themfelves defire, what 
our laws require at our hands, and what 
providence itfelf hath made neceflary for us. 
Only the Romans are againftir, for fear we 
fhould die before we fall into their hands, 
Let us difpatch then, for it will be to our 
immortal honour to take the prize they long 
for out of their hands, in leaving them on- 
ly the poor fatisfaction of dead bodies for 
their criumph.”’ 

Ereazar would have gone on, if the 

whole company had not broken in upon him 

in thisvery inftant; violently preffing him to 

go thro? with his work, and every man con- 

tending witha phantaftical emulation who 

fhould be foremoit, asa mark of the bravett 

and the wifeft mm-. Such was the paffion thefe 

people had for the deftruétion of themfelyes 

and their families. And, which was yet more 

wonderful, they did not one man of them 

fhrink when they came to the execution; but 

kepcup their dearand natural affeétion to the 

laft, upon an opinion that they could not do ; 
their friends a better office. They tcok their | 
leave of their wives and children in their arms, | 
with a kifs, and a itab; weeping over themat ! 
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with a condition that the furviving tenth man 
fhould kill himfelf upon the bodies of the reff: 
fuch a confidence had thefe people one in an- 
other. The nine dy’d with the fame conftan- 
cy as the reft. The laft man overlooking the 
bodies, and finding that they were all ftark 
dead, fet fireto the palace, and with a prodi~ 
gious violence threw himfelf upon the point of 
his {word, and fo perifh’d amongft the reft of 
his friends. 

‘Tue tragedy being now over, and upona 
prefumption, that there was not fo much as 
one Jew fallen into the hands of the Romans, 
it appear’d afterwards that there was one an- 
tient woman; and another, a kinfwoman of 
Eleazar’s (a perfon of admirable qualities) with 
five young boys, that had conceal’d themfelves 
all this while in an aqueduét, and cfcap’d the 
maffacre. The number of the flain was ninc 
hundred and fixty, reckoning women and chil- 
dren into the account. This ation fell out 
upon the fifteenth of the month * Xanthicus. 

Tue Romans by break of day next morn- 
ing, with their ladders and bridges, made 
ready for an affault; but no enemy appearing, 
nor any noife to be heard, but the crackling 
of flames, the Romans could not tell what to 
make of thefe circumftances, and of fo dead a 


Boo. 


j remaining ten fhould difpatch the other nine, — 
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The Romans 
advance next 
morning to 
the effaudr, 
and find only 
a pile of 
dead bodies 


to receive 


filence : fo that they prefently gave a yell, Gc 


like a fhout upon the playing of a battcry, to 
try if they could be anfwer’d. The clamour 
alarm’d the women in their hiding-holes; fo 
that they came out upon it, and told the Ro- 
mans the truth of the whole ftory; which was 
fo incredible however, that they could notbe- 
lieve it: but betaking themfelyes tothe quench-. 
ing of the fire, and fo following their way up. 
to the palace, they found fuch a carnage of 
dead bodies, that without’ infulting and req 


jOicing as enemies, they broke into admiration 


the fame time, and no more concerned than if, at the gencrous greatnefs of the Jews minds ; 


the work had been done by other pceople’s | 
hands. The neceffity of the action, (as they’ 
underftood it) was their comfort, and their | 
excufe; for confidering what they fhould' 
have faffer’d otherwife by the Romans, they 

thought they could not do lefs toward their : 
deliverance. In fhort, there was not one man’s 
heart fail’d him; but they kill’d their belov- 
ed triends and relations without diftinétion. 
This was a miferable neceffity, but they were 
driven upon it by a miferable choice: for the 
deftroying of their wives andchildren ve It ap— 
pear’d to them) was the leaft evil they had 
before them. 

Wuew they had proceeded thus far, they 
found the grief for what they had done already 
intolerable, and being confcious to themfelves, 
that they could not furvive thofe they had 
kill’d, (though never fo little) without a ma- 
nifeft injury to the dead, they immediately 
pil’d up all their goods together on a heapand 
burnt them ; and then chufing ten men, by lor, 
out of their numbér, to do execution upon all 
the reft, they ranged themfelves as near as 
they could to thedead bodies of their friends ; 


















nate agreement of fucha number of men in the 
contempt of death. 








CHAP. XXIX. 


Lhe turbulent and feditious humour of the Sicarit. 
The Fews impute all their misfortunes to that 
fort of people. They will rather fuffir death 
than own Cefar for their mafter. 


F TER the taking of Maffada, Silvathe 
Roman general fettled a garifon there, 
and fo march’d away with his army to Ccfa- 
rea, leaving the country in perfect peace and 
quiet behind him. Now the Jews of Judea. 
were fo abfolutely broken and fubdu’d by the 
burden and continuance of the war, thartherc 
was not an enemy to be heard of in all thac 
quarter ;but there were thofe alfo that felt of it 
as faras Alexandria in Egypt, where feveral of 
them were put to death. Buta word or two 
upon this occafion will not be amifs. 
Tuere were divers of the faction of the 
Sicarii that fled to Alexandria for fan¢tuary ; 


| the fteddinefs of their counfels, and the obfti- 


The turbu- 
Jent and fedi- 


gave them a parting embrace, and chearfully 
prefented their throats to thofe that were to do 
the inhuman office. So foon as the ten had 
with a mighty refolution difcharg’d their part, 
they caft lots among themfelves which of the 


and it was not enough for thefe people to live Pea eae 
eafy and quiet there, but they muft be cam- 
pering the citizens into a hankering after inno- 


vations, and ftarting invidious queftions about 
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Violent and 
impatient of 
contradiction 


‘The Jews ar- 
raignthem in 
a publick atf> 
fembly, as 
the authors 
of all their 
misfortunes, 
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liberty. ‘“* They look’d upon the Romans, 


“ they faid, to be no ‘better than themfelves, | der. 


** and no other lord would they own, than 
* the lord of heaven and earth.” And ftill as 
they met with any contradiction, though from. 
the beft of their own profeffion, it was as much 
as their lives were worth. Some they mur- 
der’d, others they debauch’d from their alle- 
giance, or at leaft endeavour’d to doit; and 
in fine, thefe practices of theirs became fo bold 
and dangerous, that the leading men amongft 
them did not think it faie to call them to any 
publick account. But the courfe they took, 
was to fummon a general meeting of the Jews, 
and there to arraign the folly and temerity of 
the Sicarii, and to expofe them to the people 
as the root and caufe of all their misfortunes. 
*¢ Now what would be the end on’t, faid they, 
if we fhould force them to fly for their fe- 
curity? They’d be never the better for it, 
and we the worfe. For fo foon as ever the 
Romans fhall be well inform’d of the de- 
fign, their way will be to fall upon all pro- 
mifcuoufly, and fo dcftroy the innocent 
with the guilty.” Wherefore they caution- 
ed the Jews not to involve themfelves with the 
Sicarii, but rather to provide for their own 
fafety, by delivering up thofe cut-throats to 
the Romans. : 
Tuis gave them fuch a profpeét of the haz- 
ard they were in, that they fell violently up- 
on the Sicarii, and took fix: hundred of them 
immediatcly, - The reft fled to Egypt, Thebes, 


ec 


‘ and thereabouts; where they were retaken 


Not a man of hardinefs of their refolution. 


foon after, and brought back again, behaving 
themfelves to admiration, forthe infuperable 
What a variety 


them would of exquifite torments did they endure, rather 


own Cefar 
for his ma~ 
tter, to fave 
his life. 


than acknowledge Cefar for their mafter 3 and 
not one foul that would fo much as deliberate 
upon the doing of it.” But they ftood all as 
firm, as if thcir fouls had not been concerned 
in what their bodies endured. And the tran- 
fcendént miracle of all is yet behind; which 
is, that the boys and the children ftood the 
fame fhock with the reft 5 and when they had 
fuffer’d all that malice or invention could in- 
flict upon them, not fo much as one foul of 
them would own Cefar to fave his life ; fo much 
was their contempt of torments abovethe fenfe 
of them. mes! 








CHAP. XXX, : 
Onias moves Ptolemy to give the Feivs, leave: to 
_ build atemple, and to enjoy the exercife of their 
* qworjfbip. Ptolemy gives leave accordiigh, and 
affigns them a [pot of ground, for it. This 
temple was ereded, and afterwards flout up. 
UPUS being at that time’ governour of 


qs Alexandria, gave Cefar early advice of 
this commotion, who was fo well acquainted 
with the turbulent humour of the Jews, that 
he thought he could not be too cautious of 
their meetings and cabals, for fear of making 
faGtions and parties; and therefore ordered 
Lupus to demolifh the Jews temple in thecity 
Onion in Egypt; of which temple I fhall fay 


the WARS of the JEWS. 


13:3 
|fomething, both asto the name, dnd the foun- ~ 
OntAs the fon of Simon, ong of the high- 

priefts, being driven out of Jerufalem in the 

time of the war betwixt Antiochus the king 

of Syria, and the Jews, withdrew to Alexan- 

dria, where he was very kindly receiv’d by 

Ptolemy the king of Egypt; partly, as an ene- 

my to Antiochus, and partly upon a condition 

agreed upon betwixt them; which was this. 

Onias undertook to bring the Jews over into 

Prolemy’s intereft, if he would but grant him Ffelemy jaa 
ene requeft. The king promis’d him that he is a 
would, if ic lay in his powers and fo the o- build a tem- 
ther ,begg’d his leave only for the Jews to ple, and cn- 
ereét a temple fome where or other in Egypt, Oy ee 
where they might meet and worfhip God ac- sorthip: 
cording to the laws and religion of their 

country. By this means, fays he, Antiochus 

will become {till morc and more odious to 

the Jews, and the Jews betrer alic¢ted to 

your fervice; befide the vaft multicudes that 

will put themfelves under your protection for 

the free exercife of their worthip. 

Protemy was well cnough pleas’d with Ptolemy 
the propofal, and fo affign’d the Jews a fpot B'4'h' ae oe 
of ground for their purpoic, a matter of nine- feces over 
{core * furlongs from.Memphis, in the traét of ground for 
Heliopolis: Onias built a caftle therc, and af- it. 
ter that a temple, though not comparable, ’tis 
true, to that at Jerufalem; but it had juft 
fuch another tower, made of vaft ftones, and 
fixty f cubics in height. There was an altar 
alfo, after the model of Jerufalem, and fet 
out with donatives and prefents,. much like 
the other, faving only that théré was no ‘cati- 
diecftick, but a golden, lamp‘as bright as the 
fun, inftead of it,, which hung upon'a gold 
chain before the altar. This temple was cn- 

*compafs’d with a brick wall, the gates of 
ftone, and it was likewife cndow’d with a 
confiderable revenuc, both in land and: money, 
that there might be nothing wanting’ to the - 
folemnity and celebration of the fervice. Now 
Onias did not do allthis, as wefay, for God’s 
fake, and out of the pure fimplicity of his 
heart, but outof a fpleen he boré to the Jerinfa- ~ 
lem Jews that forced him away: and‘h¢' pro- 
pounded to himfelf by the -erecting of. this 
temple, to draw the Jews back to him again, 


Onias moves 


that had forfaken him; efpecially Feflecting 


upon an old prophecy of nine hundred ‘and {e- 
venty years ftanding, which feems ‘to look 
that way; befide another prediction of the 
prophet Iaiah, of a temple in time fo cometo 
be erected in Egypt, bya Jews, © = 

Tuis temple was built accordingly, and The temple 
Lupus, ‘in purfuance of th¢.emperor’s orders, was rected, 
went dire@tly thither, carried off with him fe- and after that 
veral prefents and oblations that he. fond guur up. 
there, and f6 fhut it up. “But. Paulinus,,-Wwho. - 
fucceeded to.the governnicht after the death 
of Lupus, not only intirely ftript the temple 
of all the donatives and prefents he found 
there, but threaten’d the priefts feverecly too 
in cafe of any concealment: nor would he re- 
ceive any man whatfoever into the temple up- 
onthe account of religion, but fhut the doors 
againft them, without leaving fo much as the 
leaft appearance of divine worfhip there, 


ees 
* Ninefcore furlongs amounted to twenty two Englifh miles and three quarters, and fifty fix geometrical paces. 


+ Sixty cubits amounted to fomething more than one 
and one foot. 


hundred and nine Englith feer, that is thirty fix yards 
Ic 
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Ic was now three hundred thirty and three 
years from the building of this temple to the 
fhutting of ic up. 








CHAP. XXXII. 


Fenathan, aa entbufiaft weaver, draws @ party 
after bint. 
feners to Catullus, only Gonathan fhifts out of 
the way: bat being afterwards taken be comes 
toa éettcr underfianding with Catullus. Fis 
aafter-picee was fubornaticn and corruption. 
Three thoufand Gews put to death at a time. 
Senathan fets up for a falfe se Fofeph 
the author of this hiftory is made a prifoner. 
Velpafian proucunces Fofeph innccent, and fen- 
tences Fousthan tobe whipt and burnt alive. 
Catullus exds his days iat torments of body and 
mind net tc be expreffed. 


HE audacious infolence of the Sicarti 
fpread like a contagion every where a- 
As for example: there was one 
Jonathan, a weaver, that made his efcape 
thicher. He was akind of an enthufiaft, and 
; a wicked man, that drew vatt numbers of 
his felf fimple people after him into woods and de- 
Or LE eign: farts, under a pretext of thewing them prodi- 

“ere gies and vilions: and the impotture pafs’d tor 
current with the common fort. But the ftory 
ccming to the ears of fome eminent Jews at 
Cyrene, they prefently traced it out, and gave 
timely notice of it to Catullus the governor of 
the Pentapolitan Libya, how the bulinefs ftood, 


The into- 
lenve cf the bout Cyrene. 
Sicarrt. : 


Jonathan a 












,. and which way they march’d. ‘The gover- 
The who'e nor way-laid them with horfe and fcot, and 
ES Tite: eafily mafter’d them, for they were burt fo 


piiorersto many unarm’d man: a great party of them 
Carclius:on- were kill’d, and the reft caken alive, and 
ly pera es carried prifons to Catullus. ; 

cups ratbe- ,JONATHAN the ring-leader of this wretch- 
ing tken at ¢d multitude made his efcape , but aftera long 
laundcarried and @ ftriét fearch, he was at laft found out 
toCariclushe ang taken, and fo carry’d to Catullus; where 
founda *2y he found outa way to divert the ftorm from 


ea ae himfelf, and to furnith the governor with an 
bimiesf. acceptable occafion of turning it another way: 
which was, by bringing the wealthieft Jews 
of the place into the plot, as the heads and 
promoters of the confpiracy. Thefe accufa- 
tions, how falfe fcever, were welcome to Ca- 
tullus; who fell prefently to defcant and am- 
plify upon things with fuch aggravations, that 
a War againit the Jews was as good as declar’d 
already. And to make the villany yet more 
execrable, he had not only the faculty of be- 
lieving again{t truth and reafon; but inftructed 
the very Sicarii themfelves in the art of ca- 
His mafter- Jumny: infomuch, that he exprefly direéted 
piece was the falfe witneflés to accufe one Alexander a 
fubornation Jew, by name, to whom he had a long time 
and corrup- 
tion, 
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declar’d himfclf a profefs’d enemy; and his ok 
wife Berenice was alfo enfnar’d upon the fame 

evidence. Thefe were the firft thar fuffer’d, Threethou- 
and after them, atrainof three thoufand more nd Jews 
were put to death at once; whofe only crime Prt te death 
was, they they were men of wealth and cre- purely aise 
dit. And this, he thought, he might do with the (Core of 
the more fafery, fince their eftates thereby be- their wealth 
came confifcate to the empire. and credit. 

Ano then for fear of being dereéted _by Jonathan fers 
Jews of credit clfewhere, he carry’d the im- up for a falfe 
pofture further yer, and dealt with Jonathan witnefs. 
and fome other prifoners, to lay a inare for —° 
fome of the mott eminent men they had, for 
honour and integrity, in Rome and Alexandria, 
and to exhibic new matter againit them. Jofeph 
himfclf, the auchor of this hiftory, was one of 
the number. Now Catullus coming to Rome, 
and bringing Jonathan and the reftof the pri- 
foners in chains along with him, he made no 
doubt but the fcratiny was all over, and the 
tact given for granted, as he had reprefenced 
and concerted it. But the event of this con Vefpafian 
trivance did not anfwer his expeétation; for futpects foul; 
Vefpafian being a little fufpicious upon the “sling, and 
main, refolved upon a thorough examination staan ee 
of the mattcr; and finding upon ftrict feratiny nounces Jo- 
the iniquity of the proceeding, he pronounced, ‘ph inno- 
at the inftance of Titus, Jofeph and his com- (7 } ang 
panionsinnocent, andthercupon they were dif- Se 
charg’d: but atthe fame time, he fentenced whipr, and 
Jonathan to be whipt, and burnt alive; which burntalive. 
was accordingly executed, 

As for Catullus, fuch was the lenity of the-Catullus end- 
two princes, that they proceeded no further ed his days 
againft him at prefent: but, in a fhort time af- i” tortures of 
ter chis, he was feiz’d with an incurable com- pose ca to 
plication of difeafes ; horrid gripes, and pains be exprely'd- 
all overhisbody; and the anguifh of his mind 
yet more infupportable; torments of confci- 
ence ; ghaftly apparitions and outcries, upon 
his being haunted with the ghofts of thofe he 
had murder’d ; ftarting out of his bed, and 
roaring out, as if he were upon the torture, or 
in the flames. His affliction, infine, encreas’d 
upon him, till his guts putrify’d, rotted, and 
came out: this was his end, being effectually: 
no other than a divine vengeance upon a wick- 
ed man. 

WE are now come to the end of our hifto- 
ry; whercin we have proceeded with all faith 
and candour, according to our promife, for 
the fatisfaétion of thofe that defire to be truly 
inform’d in the particulars of the war betwixt 
the Romans and the Jews. How I have ac- 
quitted myfelf in the manner of writing this 
relation, let the reader judge: but as to the 
fincerity of it upon the whole, I do here de- 
clare to the world, that I have kept myfelf 
ftriétly to the truth of things from one end of 
the book to the other. 


Jofeph the 
author of this 
hiftory is a 
prifoner, 
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Concerning the 


Governine Power of REASON. 





By FLAVTUS ¥OSEPHUS. : 





Cit A Ps ok 


fY defign inthis difcourfe being 
>) to thew, that reafon is the per- 
feétion of wifdom) as will ap- 
{ pear, if it can be made out, 

that this, duly improv’d by 
ftudy and religion, is mafter of 
the paffions) it is very fitl cxhort my readcrs, 
to apply themfelycs to the attaining of wifdom 
with all poffible attention. For rcafon is a 
neceflary preliminary to knowledge, and in 
giving the commendation of excelling in this, 
we evidently imply the character of excelling 
in the nobleft and moft comprchenfive of all 
virtues, which is that of prudence. The cafe 
will be the fame with regard to the reft, if 
reafon may be fhewn effectually to reftrain a} 
mafter thofe vile affections of gluttony and ca- 
cefs, lafcivionfnefs and fenfual appetite, which 
obftruct and are oppofitc to temperance: and 
fo again, to correét that malignity of nature, 
and all thofe corrupt inclinations, which hin- 
der the practice and love of juftice : and after 
the fame manner, laftly, to fubdue the paffions 
of anger, fear, and grief, and whatever clfe e- 
mafculates the mind, or is contrary to that ge- 
nerous and fteddy temper of foul, which makes 
the fourth cardinal virtue, and is known by 
the name of Fortitude. 

To all this ic may perhaps be objected, that 
they who afcribe to reafon the dominion I am 
contending for, areeafily confuted from com- 
mon experience. For, were it thus fuperior 
to the paffions, it would have the fame con- 
trouling fovereignty over ignorance and for- 





getfulnefs; which yet it manifeftly hath nor, 
Bur this, I mutt needs fay, is aridiculous ob- 
jection, and miftakes the ftate of the quetftion. 
For when we affirm reafon to be matter of the 
paffions, we mean, fuch defects of nature 
only as are oppofite to juftice, temperance, 
and fortitude; all which are of a diftinét 
kind, and belong tothe fenfitivefoul ; but not 
fuch as are defetts peculiar to irfelf, and ftick 
to the rational foul. Again, the nature of 
thisfovereignty is quite miftaken by the objec- 
tor; for by ir we do not mean, that reafon 
takes thofe affections it governsclean away (as 
it muft do, if ignorance and forgetfulnefs wefe 
the objects of its power) but only that it does 
not tamely yield to, nor fuffer itfelf' to be 
vanquifh’d by them. 

Now that itis in the power of reafon to 
command and fubdue.the paflions, I could by 
great variety of arguments demonftrate ; but 
fhall at prefentchnfe to confine myfelf to thar 
moft popular and undeniable one, matter of 
fact: the examples, I would fay, of perfons 
who have fignaliz’d themfelves by couragiouf- 
ly afferting,and dying in defence of truth and 
virtue ; among which, none I think are more 
confpicuous, ‘none more defervedly admir’d, 
than thofe of our own country, Eleazar, and 
the feven brethren martyr’d with their.mo- - 
ther. For all thefe defpifing the moft ex- 
quifite pains and tortures, and perfevering e- 
ven unto death, have put it paft a doubt, how 
abfolute a command reafon hath over the paf- 
fions. Sothat my prefent bufinefs fhall be, 

9A to 
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- are affected with ic. 


to give thefe brave men, and that incomparable 
woman, the praifes due to their immoveable 
conftancy, and to congratulate the honours, 
which all fucceeding ages muft acknowledge 
to belong to their ftedfait adherence to virruc 
and their duty. Thefe men, indeed, excited 
the admiration not only of all others that were 
indifferent and unbiafs’d fpectators, hearers, or 
readers of their fufferings, but even of thofe 
very enemics and moft prejudic’d tormentors, 
who ftood aftonifh’d at that courage and pa- 
tience, whichtheir own implacable malice ex- 
ercis’d aiter fo inhuman and barbarous a man- 
ner. They thus became the occafions of re- 
leafing their nation from oppreffion, conquer- 
ing the rage of atyrant by their fufferings, 
and becoming a facrifice of cxpiation for their 
country. 

Tue method, then, which I intend to take, 
fhall be, firft, tofay fomething in general con- 
cerning the point in debatc, and then fpeak to 
this initance in particular; giving as is fic due 
glory to that all-wife God, who hath been 
pleafed toleave us fo pregnant and uncontroul- 
able an evidence of this truth, in the perfons 
whofe virtues I am now about to celebrate. 

Tse queftion to be refolved is plainly this: 
Whether reafon can controul and govern the 
paffions? and in order to this refolution, ’tis 
fit we explain what we mean by reafon, what 
by paffion, how many dittinct {pecies of paf- 
fions there be, and whether this dominion of 
reaton, which we afferr, extend to all, ot but 
fome forts of paffions. By reafon then, I mean 
the intelleétual faculty, improved and rightly 
guided by confideration, and making a lite of 
wifdom its choice and chief concern. By wif- 
dom again I underftand the knowledge of di- 
vine and human affairs, and the true caufes and 
grounds of cach; fuch as we attain to by the 
difcipline and inftruétion of the law: which 
teacheth us to embrace thofe truths which 
relate to Ged with reverence, and thofe re- 
garding man, as things direéted to, and ufe- 
tul for, the benefit of the world. Wifdom a- 
gain is commonly branched into, and allowed 
to confift of, four principal virtues; to wit, 

rudence, juftice, fortitude, and temperance. 

he nobleft and moft comprehenfive of thefe is 
prudence; and to this it is chiefly, that rea- 
fonis beholden for the dominion it attains to 
over the paflions. 

Tose paflions again may be reduced to 
twofo general heads, as fhall include themall. 
Pleafure, I mean, and pain: each of which 
acts upon the foul as its proper object. And 
cach again hath feveral other affections cov- 
pled as it were in pairs to attend it, and diver- 
fified by time and other circumftances from its 
mafter-paffion. Thus in the cafe of pleafure, 
that which goes before it, is defire; that 
which follows atter after it, is joy: and fo 
for pain too, fear goes before,and forrow comes 
behind ic. But anger, I think, will not fall 
under any fuch diftinction, being rather amixt 
paffion, adminittring fomewhat of pleafure and 
pain both, to them who are fenfible when it 
comes upon them,and nicely obferve how they 
Under the head of plea- 
fure, again, there appears to be included a 
moft vile and fruitful malignicy, the moft va- 
riousand complicated of any paffion whatfoc- 
ver; fo {candalous is its product, fo manifold 
its forms: The mind is chiefly vitiated by it, 
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when ic appears in arrogance and avarice, envy 
and contention: and the body more immedi- 
ately concetned, when it breaks out in gilutto- 
ny and fordidnefs ; for pleafure and pain grow 
out of the foul and body, like branches out of 
acommon ftock ; and each of thefe branches 
have abundance of other fubordinate affec- 
tions, which fprout out of them like little 
thoots and fuckers. Now all thefe is the pro= 
per province of reafon, like a skilful vine- 
drefler, to prune and purge, to correct and 
manage, and by all poflible ways to tranfplant 
and cnnobic, by {weetning all the wild and 
fouer kinds, and fo cultivating and improving 
that fubject matter of paffions and habits, that 
¢ven that whichis by natare refufe and vi- 
cious, may by art and management be made ge-~ 


‘;Herous and good. For reafon leads us on to, 


and advances virtue, by reftraining and over- 
powering the vehemence of thofe paffions 
which carry usaway into vice: And that this 
is not affirmed without ground, convince your-~ 
felf what a mighty effect it hath in matters 
where the virtue ‘of temperance is obftructed. 
Now temperance is nothing el{e, but-the maf- 
tery obtained over a man’s defires: and this 
1s attained by reafon. Of thefe defircs fome. 
are more peculiarly concern’d with the foul, 
and others with the body; and of both thefe 
forts reafon feems to have the command; for 
{cannot butconclude, that when our appetites 
ftand very ftrongly to fuch fith, and fowl, and 
other delicious food, as are forbidden by our 
law, and we, notwithftanding fuch inclina- 
tions, do abftain from them upon that very ac- 
count, that we ought not to indulge the nfe 
of them, this is a very plain inftance how 
high a hand reafon carries over thefe paffions, 
which thus does in the temperate man, notcn= 
ly fufpend, but wholly tame and turn into an~ 
other courfe, the moft eager defires of the 
lower of thefe divifions, and perfectly tie np 
all the motions of the body, that it fhall not 
make any ftrong effort or itruggle, in oppofi- 
tion. to the word of command given by this 
governor above. 








CHAP. If 


B to this perhaps will not deferve to be 
thought any great matter, in comparifon 
of thofe moft furious defires of the foul which 
luft and beauty kindle; and yet Jofeph hath 
got himfelf immortal renown for abfolutely 
quelling thefe, even when invited to gratify 
them, and urged by all the fire of youth to 
comply with fuch invitation. Noriseven this 
allaying the fury of vehement purfuits after 
pleafure, and abftaining fromthe impure act, 
the uttermoft which reafon may or ought to 
do; for it is plain our very inclinations are 
under its jurifdiction, Otherwife the law 
would have been moft abfurd in laying upon us 
a command fo impracticable as that, “* Thou 
“« fhale not covet thy neighbour’s wife, or 
“¢ any thing that is thy neighbour’s.”’ 

Now ic is plain, that when the law forbids 
us fo much as to defire at all, it much more 
ftrongly implies, that reafon is able to curb. 
and conquer our defires. . And thus it is, not 
only in thofe things which are oppofite to the 
virtue of temperance, but that of juftice alfo. 
For otherwife, what remedy could ete ee 

or 
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for reforming the gluttonous and greedy, the 
niggardly and fordid mian ? but now,as foon as 
any man orders his converfation, according 
to the preccpts of our law, though he be of 
never fo covetous a difpofition, yet does he 
find himfelf obliged to lend to the poor with- 
out taking ufury for his money,-and to remit 
the debt at the year of Jubilee; and though he 
be never fo frugal, yet is he conftrained by 
this law, neither ro gather in the fruits of his 
field or vineyard in the fabbatick year. 

Severay other inftances I could likewife 
produce, whereby it will appear, that reafon 
governs our paffions. For the law does in fome 
cafes exercifeé dominion over the natural affec- 
tion to our parents, forbidding us for their 
fakes to betray the caufe of truth and virtue; 
fo does it over the tendernefs to our wives, 
commanding us to punifh them for the tranf- 
greffion of their duty; fo again over the love 
to our children, by ordering us to make them 
examples when they do amifs; fo laftly over 
the kindnefs to our friends, by directing us tr 
reprove their vices. And to confirm this truth 
yet more, and fhew it pratticable, reafon, 
when acting by the law, does overcome our 
hatred to our enemies too; for it prohibits the 
cutting downtheir fruit-rrees; it orders us to 
reftore to our enemies the things which they 
have loft, and to help their cattle when fallen 
and in diftrefs. 

Furrtuer yet, reafon, it is evident, bears 
{way over even the moft violent paffions, fuch 
as ambition, vain-glory,and envy: for all thefe. 
evil difpofitions the fober and confiderate 
mind fubdues and drives away, as it does an- 
ger alfo, which, though the moft ungoverna- 
ble of all paffions, is yet fubje& to reafon. 
Were ic not fo, how could. our wife anceftor 
Jacob fo feverely condemn that faé of his fons, 
Simeon and Levi, when they, contrary to rea-' 
fon, did utterly deftroy the whole race of the 
Sichemites? faying in abhorrence of their in- 
temperate rage, “ Curfed be their anger for ir 
“© was fierce, and their wrath for it was cru- 
“ el]; °? which words are plainly the voice of 
reafon getting the better of refentment. 

In a word, when God created man, and 
endued him with a power of confideration, and 
free choice, he did at the fame time implant 
in his nature variety of paflions and difpofi- 
tions, and fet his intellectual mind in the 
throne, to exercife government over all the 
fenfual appetites within. Which being done, 
he gave this law, as a rule whereby the man 
might exercife that government, and lead a 
life of temperance, juftice,and goodnefs. What 
ground then can there be for that objection, 
which makes a doubt whether reafon can maf- 
ter the paffions, becaufe it does not appear, 
that it attainsto an abfolute maftery over for- 
getfulnefs and ignorance ? 








CHAP. If. 
HIS, as I faid, is a very ridiculous ex- 
ception; for reafon does not appear to 
have an abfolute power over fuch defects as 
Belong to the intelle&tual foul ; but fuch as are 
fenfitive and bodily. Nor is its power over 


thefe pretended to be fuch, as fhould extirpate | g 


and quite take away our defires; butonly fuch 
as preferves men from being enflaved to their 
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defitres. Noman can utterly diveft himfelf of 
the paffion of anger; but be may byreafon find 
remedies againft it, and prevent his being borne 


‘down by the violence of ir. 


We are not toexpeét that reafon fhould fet 
us clear fromall evil difpofitions ; but it will 
fuccour us in our conflicts with, and enable ug 
to ftand our ground againft, fuch difpoficions : 
for the proper office of reafon is not to change, 
but to affift nature 3 not to be a deftroyer but 
an auxiliary. 

THIs matter may receive fome illuftration 
from the exampleof David. We read, that 
he, after having engaged a whole day with an 
army of Philiftines, and made a great flaugh- 
ter of them, did in the evening retire into the 
royal tent, fatigued and fpent, where all his 
officers and chieftains were encamped round a- 
bout him. The reftof the company refrefhed 
themfelves contentedly ; but the king, being 
excecding thirfty, could not fatisfy his appe- 
tite with any water drawn out of thofe fprings 
of which they had plenty at hand, but an in- 
confiderate defire feized him to drink of the 
water fetched fromthe enemies garifon. Here~ 
upon fome of the king’s mighty men, being 
deeply concerned to fatisfy the king’s longing, 
armed themfelves, tooka pitcher, broke thro* 
the enemies trenches, pafs’d their guards, 
fought out the well of Bethlehem, and brought 
from thence to the king the water which he 
fo vehemently long’d for. But he, though 
parched with thirft and eager defire, recollec« 
ted how dangerous and fintul a thing it would 
be, to gratify his appetite arthe hazard of his 
fervants lives; and thought the drinking that 
water would be in effect to drink their blood: 


-and therefore, oppofing his reafon to his incli- 


nation, he poured it out folemnly to the Lord. 
Thus a mind ftrictly temperate and wife, is 
able to overcome the ftrongeft paffions, to 
quench the burnings of the moit furious defires, 
to contend with the moft exquifite bodily 
pains, and vanquifh all the force of paffion, 
by a fteddy principle of virtue and goodnefs, 
And now I think it feafonable to confitm this 
argument by demonftrative proofs of this pow-= 
er of reafon exemplified by practice ; of which 
our fathers have given undeniable inftances! 
for, after that by their ftrict obfervancé:of the 
law, and fingular good lives, they had won 
upon the hearts of foreign princes, and pre- 
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2. Sam. xxiii, 
15-18, 


vailed upon Seleucus Nicanor the king of Afia, 2 Mac iii, 
fo far, that he fet apart a portion of his pub- 1, 2, 3. 


‘lick revenues to defray the expence of the fa- 


crifices, and did highly approve their conftitu- 
tion, it happened, that, after this profound 
tranquility, fome of them were brought under 
various and fevere trials, by the ill offices of 
wicked men, who difturbed the publick peace 
in fuch manner as the following chapter fhall 
relate. - 








CHAP. IV. rs 
{NE Simon, who had a pique at Onias, 
who was then invefted with the office of 
high prieft, and fo conftituted’for life, after 
having tried in vain, and_ to the great preju- 
dice of our nation, to-blacken this excellently 
ood man’ with all manner of calumnics, find- 
ing himfelf not able to leffen him in the af- 
fections and eficem of his own people, fled to 
. a 
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under fevere trials, and, by introducing of 
new cuftoms contrary to the law, feduced 
them to forcign ufages and all manner of 
wickednefs. He didnct only infticure Grecian 
games in the metropolis of our nation, but 
drew off the pricfts from the fervice of the 
temple. With which impiety the juftice of 
God being provoked, ftirred up Antiochus to 
make war upon them. ‘For, while he was en- 
gaged in an expedition againft Ptolemy king 
of Egypt, bcing informed, that forme of the 2 Mac. v. 
inhabitants of Jcrufalem had expreficd great 

joy at areport of his being dead, he prefent- 

ly turned his forces that way, and made mi- 

{erable havock of them; publifhing withal a 

decree, that all they fhould be put to death, 

who perfevered in the cuftoms of their own 
country, and lived according to the law 

of Mofes; and finding, that this decree 2 Mac. vi. 
had not its intended effect, but that all his 
fevereft thrceatenings and punifhments were 

fo far defpifed, as that even the women, 

who continued to circumcife their children, 

were caft down headlong from the walls of the 

city, and ftill perfifted in fo doing, notwith- 
ftanding they ‘knew what would follow; per 
cciving, I fay, how little regard the people 

paid to his impious decrees, he came in per-~ 

fon, and by torments compelled thofe that 

were brought before him, to eat of meats for- 

bidden and unclean by the law, and fo folemn- 

ly to abjure the Jewith religion in his pre- 

fence. 












































a foreign court, with wicked intent to betray, 
his country. ‘This wicked wretch applying 
himiclt to’ Appollonius, who was then gover~ 
nor of Syria and Phenicia, told him, that out 
of his great zcal for the king his mafter, he was 
come to make a difcovery tohim, which might 
be of confiderable advantage to his majefty’s 
affairs. It was, that in the treafury at Jera- 
falem there lay concealed immenfe fums o 
moncy, not appropriated to the temple, or ¢m- 
ployed to any publick ufe, but wealth hoard- 
ed up by private men, and fo of right belong- 
ing to Seleucus. Apollonius, having receive 
this account, commended Simon’s zeal for the 
king's fervice, waited upon Seleucus, and im- 
parted to him the fecret. Upon this informa- 
tion he foon cbtaincd a commiffion from the 
king, and ftraight marched into our country, 
bringing along wich him the curfed traytor 
Simon, and a very powerful army. 

Tue caufe of this expedition he declared to 
be, that he might execute * the king’s com- 
mand, who had ordered him to feize upon all 
the money referved in the publick treafury for 
the ufe of private men. ‘The nation taking an 
alarm, and complaining of it, as a horrible in- 
juftice, to take away the treafure which the 
‘owners had for greater fecurity depofited in 
the temple, did all they could to divert him 
from his purpofe. But Apollonius with me- 
naces and force made upto the temple. ‘There 
might you fee a multitude of pricits, women, 
and children, all proftrating themfelves be- 
fore the holy place, earneftly begging God 
that he would defend his own tcmple from 
profanation and contempt. 

Bur Apollonius ftill perfifting, and entring 
the place with a body of armed men, ashe was 
about to feize upon the treafury, behold angels 
from heaven fuddenly appeared, mountcd on 
horfes, clad in fhining armour, and ftruck the 
men immediately with fear and trembling. As 
for Apollonius himfelf, he fell down to the 
ground inthe court of the Gentiles, half dead, 
ttretching out his hands to heaven, and fuppli- 
cating the Hebrews with many tears, that they 
would pray forhim, that he might not be de- 
ftroyed by that hoft from heaven. The high- 
pricft Onias, moved with compaffion, and fear- 
ing befides left Seleucus the king fhould im- 
pute the death of Apollonius to the treachery 
and contrivance of men, granted his requctt, 
and prayed to God forhim, Sothis man, be- 
ing miraculoufly faved, returned back to the 
king, and made a faithful relation of all that 
had befallen him. 

But after the death of Seleucus the king, 
his fon } Antiochus, a man of a proud fpiric 
and favage difpofition, fuccecded in the throne, 
This man, having deprived Onias of the pricft- 
hood, put into chat office his brother Jafon, 
upon confidcration of a ycarly tribute of three 
+thoufand fix hundred and fixty talents, which 
he had covenanted to pay him; therefore the 
king conitituted him fuperintendanr, not in cc- of any innocent pleafures, and great in- 
cleliafticals only as high-prieft, but in civil juftice to themfclvcs and ingratitude to na- 
affairs alfo, He then began to put our nation Js ture, to refufe any of thofe enjoyments 
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CHAP. V. 


ie happened about this time, that Antio- 
chus the tyrant, feating himfelf upon an e- 
minent place, and furrounded with his coun- 
fellors and rulers, and a ftrong body of armed 
men, commanded many of the Hebrews to be 
brought by force before him, and there to be 
compelled to eat of fwine’s fiefh, and meats ~ 
offered to idols : which if any refufed to pol- 
lute themfelves with, they were immediately 
put to the torture and flain before him. When 
many had been thus barbaronfly treated, at 
length one Eleazar, a principal man of the city, 
of the pricfts family, a lawyer by profeflion, - 
far advanced in years, known and well c- 
fteemed by many of Antiochus’s fervants by 
reafon of his age and character, was brought 
before him. Antiochus, beholding the man, 
fpoke to himin the following manner: ‘* Be- 
“© fore I proceed to ufe any feverity, Ict me 
“ advife thee, reverend old man, to preferve 
thy life by fubmitting to cat of fwine’s fiefh; 
for T pay great refpeét to thy age and gray 
hairs, and am furprized, that the experience 
of fo many years fhould not have made thee 
wifer, than ftill to perfevere in the Jewifh 
“¢ fuperftition. It {cems to me a moft unrea- 
fonable thing for men to-abridge themfclves 





* This expedition and all that followed upon it is exprefly attributed to Heliodorus. 2 Mac. iii. 
+ Scleucus Nicanor wis facceeded by Antiochus Soter, but Seleucus Philoparor by Antiochus Epiplsanes. 
_# Three thoufand fix hundred and fixty talents weighed four hundred twenty feven thouflind ds hundred and 
fifty eighe pounds. and nine ounces; and their value in filver amounted to one million three hundred fifty two thou- 
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fund four hundred and fix pounds, and five fhillings ; and in gold te ty milli ine ly 4 chi si 
faunal aude inipdves conned: Bnglith one . gold to twenty millions, nine hundred and thirty cight 
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“<’ which her bounty hath provided for us. Why 


*¢ fhould’ft thou then exprefs fuch’abhorrence 
<< of that moft delitious of all meats,: which 


. £°'fhe feems, in the ‘flefh of fwine, to havede= 


§6-figgeéd “as our:beft entervaitiment, and a fin- 
Sf-gular favour ?)'"Phist may :in others feem 
4 fomewhat riore ‘excufable, ‘but in you, who 
‘:are a-perfoni of ‘better “judgment, it would 


_ §¢ -beva ‘moft:. unaccountable’ folly, to be pre= 


<gudiced by~asfalfe: and empty noticn: of re- 
§*ligion; and forianidle fancy to contemn my. 
{:autkority, and draw a needlefs punifhment 
“Scupon your own-head!... Wilt not thou then 
4€! faflor thy eyes tobe opened, and be'awak+ 
ff etted-outof this ‘dream of thy. peculiar‘pers 
© fudfion; and fecthyfelf free trom: the -bon+ 
‘t:dagecof fo imorofe‘ and fingular a: notion? 
. Will this friendly expoftulation. prevail. for 


" S¢ax6-deferenée to be paid my kindnefs? and 


“£:.the compaffion I have for thy age, ‘move thee 
‘Lito‘no! compaffion. upon thyfelf? Methinks‘ic 
‘ifhould:; .forthough what Ihave faid does 
sti nov-convince-thee of the vanity’ .of:thy- .opi+ 
€3 hionin this point,’ yet. you muft:needs:al@ 
‘sdowy-that if there bé.a power above; which 
Mivdoes,.as youfuppofe, require the :obfervance 
£5 of this religion; that power-hath fo! much 
“2 goodnefs, as to: pardon the.tranfgreffion of 
Shis laws, when. this is.not the offender’s:own 
:aéband. choice; bur :the“cfket of force and 
“£i puberconftraint.””.-.2..2) 6 .2nel : 
-1cHKcBAzAR - having heard thefe words; beg= 
ged of:-the.king liberty to ‘fpeak for himfelf: 
‘which’ being. granted, he'did in'the prefence 
ofall the aflembly; ‘deliver himfelf to this cf- 


“t feéks SoBe’ pleafed to. underftand, «royal fir; 
“. €-ghatwe: : who: are-fully convinced, . that it 


$yds-durduty; in‘all things to behave ourfelves 
“SO Aaccording tothe law given us by“God, are 
Sisperfedtly.perfuaded; that nocneceflity cart 
Stamoré obliges, ! o:force.-be:ftronger:upen 
Ssnisy:than ‘thaw by which .we~ ftand bound to 
Sflobeythisslaw pand for this reafon Wethink 
S_émracting contrary. to:ity cannot be! difpens 
‘Hedi with or iany! terms .whatfoever. “Nay; 
¢.chough ‘our law-wére not, ‘as‘you are pleafed 
Sto: fuggeft, really divine;:' yery! fir, I niutt 
S‘.crave: leave té-fay, t'iac for longias we: con- 
S'rtimue.to believe. it:divine,:.thay'very perfua- 
S¢:fion ought to bean! effectual-reftraint upon 
- ud, fiom violating, - or thinking: meanly “of, 
“fcanyrcligio nerow mashes eftablifhed. by. it. 
“¢;Do.not thereforeimagine, ! fir, if we fhould 
“:fubmit:to.defile outfelves by.unclean:meats, 
“ that this! wduldube: teckohedia’ {niall and 
4 pardonable fault... For the -prefumption of 
Stithe:offender is the fame, and ‘the: authority 
Sof the'law equally infulted, be the inftance 
yin which a man: tranfgrefles greater-or lefs, 
£6. /Dhe. fact itfelf makes.no difference in point 
Sof: guilt. - Next cyou.'werc pleafed, fir, ‘to 
ffafpeak.contempruoufly of our religion,’ as an 
‘infficyrion: unbecoming. men of rcafons: and 
“.philofophy.. -Bye.I mutt ibe. bold to fay,’ it 
{ig the beft and-moft-cohfummate philofophy ; 


{ for. it-tcaches:ns:temperance; the'conquctt | 
45: of-oun paflionaand defsres, and feta! us.adbove | 


‘all :our pleafureseId.trains:us ‘upyjn the 
 exercife: of: fortinude,;;and commands-ys to 
CC... 
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ergo all.manner..of. pain:willingly-and | 
“ cheartully..: : Ig ceggh¢gs us "the moft exact | 
* juftice, and. orders 9-9, confine’ our wor-: 
-“ thip and abfolute reverence, to,the one’ truc j 
* God. where along; they arc of right due., 
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“* Upon this account we dare not-eat things 
“*; prohibited. ‘and unclean ;. for we.are fully 
** pérfuaded, that God who created our nature, 
“ had. due regard to.ic; that the very infticu- 
€.tion of this law was fo far from a hardship, 
**.a5 in itfelf. to be an aét of: goodnefs and 
“*~ mercy ; and. that ‘the things forbidder:. are 
€¢ ‘hurtful :to our: fouls 3° whereas thofe allow= 
“ ed for food; :are ufeful and convenient fot 
“si: ‘Ie cis rhéréfore. the: very extremity of 
© tyranny, to'force'us; not only co-tin againft 
S$: opr-law, - but fo:-eat:that which. is therefore 
$¢: not:allowed' tis, becaufe of 4. quality not fit 
©. 0 be éatens | ‘Bur this;: fir, isa fort of tri+ 
<<; umph which ifhall:never give you.overme. 
§jNor-muftT falfify: the’folemn oaths, :and. 
‘¢ holy, engagementas'i-whereby: our: anceftors’ 
have, bound: themfelvesiand_their.pofterity 


“ to the faithful obfervance of.this law; not: 


Jthough you-dhould’ command my: ‘cyes to be 
§f1:-bored out, and:my bowels to. be.burnt. : No, 
§‘-firy -old:-age hath' not:fotimipaired.my mind; 
££ on. enfeebled' my:.body, but:tharswhen.reli- 
¢- gionzand duty: call-me.to ity my: reafon-cart 
¢ yet -approve -itfelf : youthful :and vigorous. 
S¢: If this reply, provoke:you, ‘prepare your in= 
“ firuments of tortuie;:and heat your furnace’ 
§6. hotter ftill;’ all chat: fhall not move. ‘méeco? 
‘6 fparé:my old age; fo. as;for-the: faving ‘my’ 
“¢. nerfon, to violate: ‘the law. of: my.country; 
“* and my God..: No, . holy’ ‘law. to which E 
“ owe’ my inftruétion, «I will .never.defert fo: 
“excellent a. mafter ;:.no, chou. deareftiof all 
“ -virtués, temperance, : by ‘which: weipreferve 
“our native fovereignty over our appetites; E 
£¢-will never abjuré-thee $ no, -thdu :beft/of alk 
6¢-. philofophy;:-} will-never difgracé’ theeis -no;. 
§; holy-ordet. of priefthood,’ and dtudy cof the 
“law, I-will sicither foregb, nor be a blemifly 
*. to.you. .Myicanceftors.: thall firid:: me come’ 
“-tesyou pure-and-conftant; afdulis fed! from 
§§. fuch:-a ftain, -a8-undaynted under allimanner 
&. of torments even unto death; 0 ey 
Or oto Fe gp Sie aieks aleg Salata dogg boa g, sal 
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FHEN he-had made‘this'aobléteply td 
LY. ocehe! ryrant’s ‘treacherous ‘exhortdtiéns, 
the foldicrs that ftood by,.-handlédi hint very 
roughly, and draggtd-him: in rag@/ro>thé place 
of-exccution.. There firft. of alitheyMtripp’a 
off his‘clothess “then! having piftoned “him} 






they fcourged' him'with whips, dihdoth fides} 
till they had perfeétly flay’d hitny? and'an vfs - 


ficerion cach fidé crvingat-overy-ttrdke obey! 
thé .king’s:commandihent.:' Byt-shet brave. 
Eleazar} was:no'mote wiored theit' fcourg+ 
ings, ‘than if all:he ondured ‘had *béeni btit a 
dream, :!/Fhe good ‘oldman. ftood:: with: his 


eyes:lift:up to-heavehj: his floflreprn’ ofl Front: 


his fides, .to the vetyy bone}. the! blood ftreams 
jag down from his:body: tthe ground, till 
at laft:being no longer able to'bear Ypagaintt 
fuch wounds and pains): and-lofe' of bladd, ha 
foll down upon the pavement:. bat this was-atr 
infirinity. confined: tor his:.body,!!for «till chia 
mind was as ereéty.:as far‘from boing bent:ag 
even --Hereupot: one of the mercilefa-foldiers 
ftamped upon his';belly, ‘and fpurned his fides 


add flomach ‘to raife him up agains? SSéill hé * 


futtained. their: barbdrous. infolence, idefpifed 
the, force they: put upon him, and ;bore his 
‘peing: cD fo ‘much, :magnanimity,’! thac. even 
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he who lay under the torment, vanquifh’d the 
hard-hearted wretches that inflicted it, and 
moved their admiration by fo refolute and no- 
ble a foul, in a body fo aged andinfirm. 

Some of thefe therefore, partly in mere pity 
to his years, and partly upon the account of 
tormer acquaintance with him, though the 
were fervants to the king drew near and faid, 
“© Why do you thus, for no manner of rea- 
*¢ fon, expofe yourfelf to all thefe fufferings ? 
<* Permit us, Elcazar, to {et before you, fome 
<¢ lawful and clean meats, and do you make as 
** though you did cat fwines fiefh according to 
*¢ the king’s command; fo fhall you fave your 
¢* life, and yer commit no wickednefs.” But 
Eleazar anfwered, “ Far be it from us, who 
“* are children of Abraham, to be guilty. of 
“* fuch cowardice and wicked fubtilty, by fo 
** much as feeming to do an aé& that does not 
<< become us. How abfurd would it be for 
<* me who haveled a life of fincerity and truth 
“‘ hitherto, and preferved my reputation free 
<* from blemish, by a ftrict: obfervation of the 
“ law, to change my courfe now in extreme 
** old age, and fet an ill example to others? 
to purchafe a little remainder of. life at the 
“* expence of foul diffimulation,. and live that 
< lirtle while a {corn and laughing- ftock to all 
“* the world, formy fear and bafe compliance ?” 
When they perceived him thus refolute and 
inflexible, and that their piry could have no 
Manner of influence upon him, they changed 
their difpofition, and brought him to the fire. 
There they applicd new inftruments of torture, 
threw him apon the fuel, and as he burnt, 
poured fcalding and ftinking liquors up his 
noftrils, Whilft in the mean while, his body 
was burnt to the very bone, and he ready to 
expire, lifting up his eyes to heaven, he faid, 
“« Thou feeft, my God, the miferies I endure, 
“ and that I chufe to die by fire and torment, 
“** tor the fake of thy law, when it was in my 
** power to preferve my life by tranfgreffing 
** ic: be thou therefore gracious, O Lord, to 
** chy own people, and let the vengeance exe- 
“* cuted on me, fuffice for what they have de- 
ferved ; make thou my blood a purification 
“ for them, and accept my life inftead of their 
© lives.” And with thefe words the holy 
man gave up the ghoft. ee 

Tuis example fure will put it paft difpute, 
ehat reafon improved by religion, is mafter of 
men’s paffions; for if the paffions were fupe- 
rior to reafon, it isto them that the praife of 
this noble teitimony to truth and conftant vir- 
tuc ought to be afcribed. But fince this in- 
ftance makes it plain, that the conflict lay be- 
tween reafon and the paffions, and that the 
former was victorious, we cannot without great 
wrong deny, that reafon is the governing prin- 
ciple inevery man. And fure It would arguc 
a very perverfe obftinacy: to pretend the con- 
trary, after fo full a demonftration, not only 
of bodily pains, but likewife of pleafures too, 
refitted, and vanquifhed, as hath been. produ- 
ced ; fince it is evident the tendency of our paf- 
fons, is conftantly no other, than to indulge 
pleafurc, and to decline pain. 
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CHAP. VIL 
OR in the cafe of this reverend father Ele- 
azir, we may imagine duty, and a good 
confcience tobe like a thiptoftin a tempeftuous. 
fea of paffions, while reafon, like a wife and: 


good pilor, fate ftecring at the helm; the man 
blown hard and beaten about with a ftorm of 
menaces and barbarous ufage, driven down 
and almoft funk by the fwelling furges of racks 
and fires, but ftill. maintaining his poft, and 
not letting the rudder go, till he had brought 
his veffel into the haven of a blefled immor~ 
taliry. Never did befieged city make fuch a 
defence againft the ftratagems and furious af~ 
faults of the enemy that. atcacked it, .as this 
holy perfon, when defending his foul againt 
the attacks of ftripes, andtortures, and death, 
and defeating all that laid fiege to him by-rea* 
fon, engaged in the caufe of religion.’ . The 
good father fixe his mind like a promontory in 
the waters, which ftood unfhaken, and broke 
the waves of paffion. when-beating moft furi< 
oufly againft it. 

O Prie& mot worthy of that holy funétion, 
who didf refufe to defile thy confecrated 
mouth, and would not fuffer that belly which 
wasa.veffel of God, and always fed with hal- 
lowed facrifices, to receive fo impure a mix- 
ture, as meats, unclean by law, and offered to 
falfe Gods! O preacher of the law, and maf= 
ter of that beft philofophy, which God’s own 
word hath tanght us! O noble pattern fet to 
all that facrifice with their own blood, and 
ftand up in vindication of the law, defending 
it againft the infults of paffion, with generous 
{weat and toilfome confit! Thon, holy fa- 
ther, haft brought glory to our excellent con- 
ftitution by thy fufterings and patience, and 
Convinced the world, what mighty efficacy 
the philofophy which came down from heaven 


hath upon. minds well refolved not to re~ Num. xvi 
proach, but to refleét honour back upon, their 4° 


holy profeffion ! O wonderful old age ftrong- 
er thantorture ! Ozeal horterthan fire !-O thou 
moft glorious of all conquerors, who thus haft 
led thy paffions in triumph! As heretofore our 
father Aaron, armed with a: cenfer, ran. into 
the midft of the people, and vanquifhed the 
deftroying angel who confumed our anceftors 
by fire from the Lord; fo did Eleazar, de- 
fcended from the fame Aaron, hold faft the 
dictates of his mind, and conquer in the midft 
of thofe flames that devoured his body round 
about. And, which is moft.aftonifhing, when 
age and infirmities had enervated his outward 
man,’ his inward exerted ‘a‘mot youthful and 
invincible vigour. O happy old age ! O venc- 
rable grey hairs! O life of integrity and fan- 
tity unqueftionable,; when confummated and 
attcfted by.the feal of fuch'adeath! .- 
Wuar fuller evidence.can be .defired: of 
the {way reafon bears above the paffions, than 
aman in years, deprived of his natural ftrength, 
more apt to fear, lefs able to encounter fevere 
trials, enduring fo much. with fuch undaunted 
courage? Bur left the objeétor fhould have it 
to fay, that this in age is Iefs to be wonder’d 
at, becaufe as ftrength. and courage, fo: the 
paffions and love of life: too, may Fen be fup- » 
pofed to be confiderably abated; I fhall pro- . 
ceed to fhew that even young men, whofe rea~ 
fon has been well fixed upon true principles, 
have undergone, and overcome, tortures yct 
fharper and more amazing than thefe. - 
-.€& HAP VIL 
Ae the tyrant had made this expe 
rimeht to his lofs, and found himfelf 
and all his: barbarous ftratagems out-dont’ by 
one 








. ean ghfliét: “Be perfuaded ‘to pity your'own, 


 well-fhaped, fo charming in thcir:pérfons-and 


- 


his Difcourfe of the MACCABEES. 


one poor old man, enraged at this defeat, he 


advantage of. the impreffidn he fuppofed thefe 
gave orders to bring fome others of the He= 


{pectacles would ‘make, applied: himfelf to 
brew captives before hirh ; . promifing to releafe | thenionce more to this effect! “ Young men; 
thei immediately, upon condition they con- |‘* be .wife.in time,. and‘dread. the: weight’of art 
fented to eat of unclean meats; but in cafe of | “* angry king’s hand 3 your compliatice’is: no 
refufal, chreatning ther with greater cruelties, |‘ longer now a wilful offente; andvyou rit¢ed 
than any he had yet'inflifted.° “°° °.- - |“ not doubt, but thé juftice of that Being 
- In parfuance of ‘this order, there . were | “you: worfhip; ‘will confider the hardfhip of 
brought ‘before him feven: brethrési with their’| “ your cafe, and allow for the conftraint you 
antient mother. ‘The men were beautiful and | © lic under.” . But neither could his'treache- 
rous allurements flatter them, ‘nor‘the fight of 
thefé difmal inftraments of vengeance. attright 
therm out of their duty, ‘They were fo far from 
yielding through feat, that‘ theit refolution 
grew ftronger, and by the power'of ‘reafori 
nmai they'triumphed over his barbarity ; * for what 
throne; he accofted them as follows #° +: | can? we fuppofe would have been the'inéafures 
“ Young men, I own myfcl]f to be a‘great.| taken: upon this occafion, had theré been but 
© admirér of your béatty“and comélinefs, and. | any cite perfon timorous, or inordinatély' fond 
“© have upon that account kifid ‘intentions to- | of -life-in- that’ number?. -Would-not fuch 2 
© wards'you:: -nor'can FE 'but pay a more ‘than | one -prefently haveaddrefs’d himfelf to thie reft 
“¢: ordinary refpect to your family,:‘which hath | in acreply’ like ‘this? .-' What ftupid atid fool- 
“the whufal blefling of fo:many fuch brothers | hafdy: wretches are we; "thus-to continue deaf 
tag’ yous. To’ advife: therefore; ‘that - you | to‘the' invitations’ atid‘kind advice of a king, 
“would not be’ guilty ef the fame'mad and | who edHs'us:to gdin‘ahd' promotion upon our 
< moft abfurd zeal, ‘with that poor old bigot, | obedieriée > ‘Why fhould'we fupport ourfelves 
“. whoin you faw perifh-in' the: midft ‘of ago- | With''vain ‘imaginations, and perfift in a faral 
$¢: ties ‘and tortiires;” is'-a kiridnefs -far below } Obftinacy which can gét tis nothing but death ? 
“what T'defign for-you!'' No; T invite youwto | Shall ‘we -be fo infenfible as to have no regatd 
“f- comply with me, with’an affurance of my tothéfe dreadful engines of cruelty’? None té 
©: particalar' friendfhip.-‘ For I have: it in: my. 
“¢:‘power to oblige and ‘advaricé them~ that o-: 


“bey me, in-as €miineiit a“manner, as I have. 


the‘mehates of an“unrclenting tyrant,’ bratifk 
endagtto ‘put -in' execution ‘all that he hath 
“(You (ee) 26 pithifh thofe' that’ ftand-ir ‘out! 
“©: aenintt my commands. ‘- Take'“my word. 


thréaténéd ? “Shall wé'not rather abandon this 
empty point’ of Hondar, and ‘that falfe pride of 
£© theri;'"you ‘thal ‘riot ' fail of" preferments,” but: 


‘conftaney that is cer¢atfy to prove our deftruc= 
tion?) “Shré‘ te Can-be -no-crime, to: have fonie 
ee havé places of honour, ‘and profit, ‘and great. ‘réfpect -to‘our Youth, ‘which may fill fee ma- 
<< truft in my affairs provided ‘you’ will ‘re-| ny ‘happy years} fore pity to our poor aged 
$¢: noutice“your‘couritry’s ‘cuftomis, and be con- mother; Whofe grey -hdirs muft’ be brought 
“¢ tent to live after the Greck manniet} layitig; dows: With unfpeakable forrow fo the grave, 
<< “afd the ‘foolith'diftiiGion of  meats{.‘and | to4éefo:many fons cut off at once, ‘and ‘herfelf 
ariduilpiie: thofe ‘appetites and pleafares free- | mad! childlefé in’ an’ inflant by our difobedi- 
cs Ty) in Which youth; ‘never fond of reftraint,'| ¢nté?* ‘What: the king fays is very rational 
strigintt needs find “a delight ‘now “dehiddi you'| tHat’God- is too juft'ahd good not to niake al- 
fecpwiché “tyranny “of! your own “fuperitition. | lowance for ‘the ‘hard ‘circumiftatices we lie un~ 
“¢ Confider too, that if fuch advantagiotis' of> | ‘ders° why thould‘we'then:throw ourfelvés out 
«fers be'rejéGted? you ‘imuft expel that your] of ilife,~ at atime wHéa"we are beft fitted to 
<6: OBitinacy” will bée'the' more provoking; *and,| tafté the'fweets’ of" livitig ? “Why “hurry ours 
<<: Pfhall Be obliged’ to make every one of ‘you! {Elves headlong ‘odt"'Sf a: world where every 
**‘éxamiplés;'By'“a'‘déath' as’ full of* pain’ and, 


co 'Horvorl ag the! auger ‘of an” incenfed ‘ king) 












































behaviobr; thar the: tyrant; fierce: 4s he-was, 
could'‘not forbid himfelf being’ taken- with 
them. ‘zAnd therefore after viewing‘them with 
‘afenfible” delight; he-fmil’d' upot-them, ‘and, 
éommanding that they fhould draw tear'to ‘his | 


an 


apieeably? “Let us not'ftrive ‘any longer with 
out! fate; nor buy ‘dpplaufe fo ‘dear’ ay ‘at ‘the 
‘expences: of ¥acks' and -ddath: ’: The: law idfelf 
‘'i8“not'fo fevere' as to condemh for involantary 
offinces'; "and' ghé ‘hore jit Sur Feat ate,” the 
lefs ché?e' ia’ of will in’ rie: cbmpliahde.! ' What 
ptederice chin we’ have thei'for this reftiffnefs ? 
‘Ot why “fhould' we be fo’fond ‘of 4 ‘miftaken 
courape, Which is ‘indced ‘no. betttr’ than def» 
pair and obftinacy ; whey’ nothi é but death is 

efore'us, if we ftand Outs and Itfe ind fects. 


cout yés:"When- T;aftrariger, ‘arld‘ati enemy, 
$G:have'fér' you an ¢kampie of pity: © "Fhrow: 
eeinds Livithly away fo much youth and’ beau-' 
*¢ ty) Which L am'very loth fhould perifh ; “but, 
6 (PoniiH it: mutt, ‘unlefs you will fave ic, and. 
foe dhat there is but, one way. a terete 
é6nfider well; methinks you fhould confi- 
“© detl"ahd not rcfolve'tbo rathly, when I af-: 
“fare You, that’ in ‘cafe of difobedicnce, you'): 
Chavé'Hothing to! expeét but racks,’ and fires, | rit 
tev'dnd déather of fet Awe fh 
"+ Having’ thas’ fpdken, he ordey’d ‘tHe inftra~ if?“ 
ments ‘of torture to"bé Brought ; ‘that by ‘pro-|} — 
ducing tHefe he might'work more ftrongly.up- 
on theitfear, than ‘by, Words and. menaccs, | 
anil theteby di hen’ chédm into gait liane 
with eating forbidden’ m¢ears: When'the tol~'} Pan 
diets “Had “fer before’ thie ‘wHtels, pullics, | deat » Let no fath' words fall, had ng fuch dif- 
{crews,. tacks, winched, wedgés, iron’ gant- | honourable thoughts ;*“the' reafon is,  becatife 
Icts, boots, caldrons, frying-pins, bellows, Htéy had artaine rol maftery over their paf- 
combuftible matter, and other fuch hike engines! ‘fions, ‘and were ‘above’ terror and: pain. So 
of horror and execution, the tyrant, taking the'| far above them, that as foon as the t eee 
. admonnhe 


rity; plesty dnd (pleafire, are as! furely ‘ours, if 
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‘£6 thou doft not treac me thus inhumapnly. for 


.% your wheel to have gotten che better of me; 


caaeneeneiamiatatieeeten einen a 


FLAVIUS JOSEPHUS 


admonifhed them, (as you have heard) to eat 
of his forbidden meats, they all with onc 
voice, asif all had been animated with one 
and the fame generous foul, made him the- 
following reply. fo ee te 

“. "To what purpofe, O king, is this delay? 
‘© If wich defign to know our final refolution, 
“ be aflured, we are ready to encounter death 
“ in its moft frightful fhape, rather than tran{f- 
‘s grefs the laws of our fathers. For, befides 
‘- the ‘reverence due to the examples’ of our 
“ anceftors upon other-accounts, this is what 
** our obedience to the law, and the-precepts 
** of Mofes, require from us.. Do not then at- 
“© tempt any more to perfuade us to apoftacy 5 
*< do not put on a countericit pity for them 
** who know you hate them; even death itfclf 
“¢ is more fupportable, than fuch an infulting, 
«* diflembling compaflion, as would faye our 
*© lives with thelofs‘of-oqur innocence. ‘You 
‘¢ think to. terrify us by threatnings of ‘death 
£* and torture, notwithftanding ‘the fame ex- 
«© periment. made upon the old man, hath fo 
*« Jately taught you, how-ineffectual all fuch- 
s* methods are upon the fervants of ‘the true 
“* God; and if the old men of our nation en- 
** dure fo couragioufly fuch exquifite pains for 
* their religion, is ic reafonable to fuppofe 
“© that the young ones will fuffer the reproach 


“ of coming behind them in conftancy and pa- |“ 


Sf rience? As we have been educated under 
“ his inftruétions, fo we fhall conquer after 
*“ his example. Try us therefore, fec.if ic-be 
“¢ in your. power to deftroy our fouls,. when we 
** futfer.in the caufe. of:God and. religion.-.No 
“< fir, this is impoffible, your craclty cannot 
“* hurt us; for all the effeét our pains can have 
“« Will be co fecure:us the glorious rewards 
‘¢ duc to unfhaken patience and injured yirtne. 
** But upon-you the confequence will be, very: 
*¢ different and dreadful, for by.the murder 
“< or fo many innocept men, : you arm,the di- 
“* vince yengeance againft. yourfelf, and forthe. 
“© temporal which you. infliét, will become 
“© obnoxious to everlafting torments.”,.. .-., 


‘Turis anfwer fo enraged. the tyrant, .that.he 
rcfolved to proceed againft them, not only:as 
difobedient, but unthankful men: and ;therer 
fore. gave .the word, that the exccationens 
Should bring the eldeft to the torture; . whic 


; 


* burn my flefh in the fire, and ftretch my 
“* yielding limbs till they crack and fly afun- 
der; the exquifite malice of your-tortures 
‘* fhall convince you, by this trial made upon 
*¢ my perfon, that ic is the peculiar glory of 
“« the fons of the Hebrew nation, to be invin- 
“¢. cibly firm in their fufferings for virtue and a 
*€ good-confcience.” Then they put fire un- 
der him;.,and, drawing the pullies ftreighter, 
turned: his body thus miferably extended tothe 
fiames.. Infomuch that all the wheel was be- 
fmeared with-blood, the coals underneath were 
put out by his. bowels dripping into them, and 
all the {pokes and pins of the engine were co- 
ver’d with clotted blood, and pieces of fleth 
torn off fromthe body, till nothing was left 
of human form; but a- skeleton of broken 
bones. oi .. 
Sr¥rxuu this brave youth and true fon of 
faithful Abraham, was neyer heard to utter 
one complaintor groan; but fuftained the rack 
with fach magnanimicty, -as if the fire had only 
ferved to refine him into a creature immortal 
and impaflable. At laft he cried out, “ Ke 
“ fure, my brethren, that.you follow. this 
“¢ patrern; do not defert.me in this noble con= 
“ flict, nor difclaim that relation of generous 
** conftancy, by which: wé are allied.in.foul, 
‘* more nearly than in.blood. When you.en- 
“ gage in defence of. religion, .it is an, holy: 
“ and a glorious. warfare’;: and. never’ doubt 
“ but that the tender providence of that, fa~ 
“ther above, juft and gracious, whom we 
*° worfhip, will. not only. reward us, .butsbe 
* propitious to our wholenation, and certain= 
“ ly humble this haughty bloody tyrant, with 
** punifhments as uncommon and amazing as 
“ his own pride and cruelty.” When the 
pious youth had uttered rhefe words, he gave 
up the ghoft.. batt 
” Waite, the fpectators ftood aftonith’d at this 
undaunted courage, the guards advanced with 
the fecond, brother.. Him they bouné faft to 
the pelly, and drew gn the iron gantlets with 
fharp. nails;: then enquiring whether he.would 
acccpt the.conditions of efcape, and-¢at before 
they bégan the torture, , and: finding: by his 
anfwey,.that he was.in the fame.noble refolu- 
tion with his brother,, the furious wild heafts 
fix’d their iron .gantlets into. his. neck, and 


they immediately did;,, binding hia’ hands, | drew off all the. fleth from his mufcles, quite 


tripping off his clothes, and faftening his. argns 


up to the chin, and: flay’d, off:all the hair and 


ima potture forrecciving the fcourge. , But find- |skin of his beard, face and head. . But'he,bear- 


‘ing that they wearied themfelves in vain, and 
that all theix {tripes were to no manner of par 
spote, they, clapp’d him upon the wheel.:. “The 
noble: yquth lying extended here, with -his 
‘bones broken, and every limb of his body gut 
of joint,. reproached. his tormentor thus: “ O 
“© monfter of wickednefs, enemy of God.and 
« ‘juttice, . and abandon’d.to cruelty and sage, 


5 
4 


« murder or villany, or for any breach of di- | 
“¢ vine or human laws, but purely for my zeal. 
* “to God, and his holy ordinances.” ~The 
foldicrs hereupon exhorted him to confent, 
and cat of the Fines meat, ‘that he might de-: 
iver himfelf from any farther Hae ee : Bue: 
he returned ; 66 No: you.mittake in fuppofing 
‘© no, with, the cruelett inftruments of’ barb3- 
“ rity you cannot ftrangle my mind, nor dif-: 
‘* locate my reafon; cut this body piecemeal, 


-¢ ! 


2 


ing this terrible pain. with great temper, faid, 
“ “How welcome is death..in any fhape, when 
“a man fuflers for truth, and religion ? Are 
“ thou not fenfible, thou: brutifh, tyranr,,. that 
“¢ thou art now thy.own tormentor .more 
““ than ming? ‘The indignation thou .concgivett 
“ for haying thy wicked defigns defeated, 
“ and all Hy ‘barbarity vanquith’d by.my, con- 
*¢ ftancy in a good caufe, frets.and gnaws thy 
foul more than all chefe pains do mc. For | 
“ the: pleafures of virtue and. the comforts of 
© a clear.confcience, foften my fuiterings and 
“¢ fapport my fpirits. But thou art rack’d ine 
*€ deed, with all the cutting. apprehenfions of 
** a guilty mind. What I now fay.thy,own 
* breaft ftrongly fiiggelts to. thee,; char fo 
os wicked a wretch as thyfelf cannot pothil 
*¢ efcape the terrible vengeance of a juft an 
** angry God,” =, greet ‘ 


CHAP, 






HEN this. man too had undergone a 
death fo much tohis honour, ‘the third 


was. brought, and _prefs’d, hard with argu‘ 


ments and intreaties from feveral hands, that he 
‘would eat and live. To which he anfwer’d with 


great vehemence, . “ You feem not to know |. ; 
‘©: how nearly I am related to thofe that have | ———— 
** died here before me: alas, the famefather}. :...., 
‘and mother brought us,into the world; and]... :_ 


te 


‘*- the fame mafters form’d our-minds, and we |. Se 


Sf, always.aéted upon the fame principles: and 
€, dhall I then in,this laft fcene of life renounce 
’ S&-the honour of that ftriét alliance, to them, 
‘¢. whom I have never-yet given,occafion to be 
<‘. afham’d,of calling-me brother?” ‘This an- 
fwer,, deliver’d with fuch an air of refolution 
‘and firmnefs, enrag’d the executioners; who3 
toexprefs their.malice and refentments, clapp’d 
his hands :and, feet prefently into.the. {crews} 
and.with a-violent wrench put out,all the joints 
of his fingers and his ‘toes at once ;,.this done, 
they ftill ‘continued; t draw; the engine yet 
higher, .till they. had,twifted his arms and legs 
and, fhoulder-bones. out..of theii, fockets;-. and 
finding him furvive all chefe diftortions, dragg’d 
off his skin at the.ends of. his fingers, - and 
flay’d.:him from the very..crown-of,,the head. 


Not. content to have; mangled, his .body after | ° 


this mercilefs manner, they dragg’d him to the 
wheel, where, being yet more diftended upon 
ithe pins and {crews, he faw his fevéral parts 
burft afunder, -his fleth drop. off by -piece-meal, 
and, his, bowels.and blood, gufh out. : ‘When he 
Was at the point of death he:cry’d;.. “( Othou 
5 mot wicked and inhuman of-all tyrants, we 
«¢ faffer this for the religion and law-of a God 


“who -is able.to,reward us 5 -but:thou fhale | 


. © faffer pains much,more.infupportable, much 

‘¢"more inexpreffible, ' for thy. impiety and bar- 
“-barous cruelty.” 
.,, AFTER this p 


« the honour of' my blood.’ "ry. ine, « thot 
“ tyrant, and let all thy tortures prove, whe- 


“© ther I Be not a branch of the fame ftock, and | 


«© atittnatéd ‘with the very fame foul, with 
“ thofe whofe blood thy impiois hands have 
“* {pilt and torn them limb from limb; bur all 
* in-vain, with all the horror and pain that ma- 
“lice and devilith rage could contrive.” The 
favage and moft profligate Antiochus, incens’d 
at ils, ‘commanded immediately to cut out 
histongue. Whdéreupon he proceeded: “ Ah, 
“ how impertinent a cruelty is this! ”Tis to, 


“ great purpofe that you take away the organ | 


« of fpeech, from one who trufts ina God that 
“ feeth the heart, and hears the inward mo-= 
gions of them that are filent. ‘Herc, ‘ic 13 
*€ ready tor your inftruments, loofe to your 
** hand; but know, when you have cut itqut, 
SYou cannot do thé fame execution upon my 
‘¢ reafon, nor make my mind dimb. | Q that 
* I could be fo. happy to lofe my. life by ine 
“ ches, and glorify . 

© and joint of my body, by having them 


a 


his Difcourfe of the MACCAB 





A stfon had endured 4s, became.a | 
‘brother of that renowned family, ..the fourth! 
was hauled to execution; but pérfuaded firft, ' 
“ That he would bethink himfelf, and be! 
‘¢ wifer than thofe.that had gonc before him.” : 
‘His anfwer “was,~~**" You cannot heat your 
“ fires fo much hotter for me, ‘as to make mc! 
“ a coward after fo noble patterns of -martyr-| 
“ ‘dom already before my cyes; nor, will I ftain , 

, Try ing, : thou | 









6 under my rorryre.” 


od with ‘every’ member | * 





EES. 


{ (© maim’d, . and lopp*d off: one.by. one for his 
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tg tees 1 : Bare 2 : . 
ie isaule and glory... But:as for thee, guilt-and 
ce Vengeance will quickly overtake thee, who 
qoentte out thefe inoftenfive tongues, that 
spe ¢mploy’d in making melody and finging 
eg?! its to. the (Gos I er | 
..-Ptaules , to, thé ;God who: form’d their 
ApeCCBe ate 3 eae. ae 
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Ce Ee at 
“T O foorier had this brother exhauited. with 
4 pain, and miferably mangled,,fnithed his 
courfe, but ‘the fifth fprung Seeeed cof ;his 
Own’ accord, crying ouc: “© 'Té thew “thee 
ce Paant, what imprelfions thefe tortures make 

,Wpon me; fee here “I'come, not. content to 
so" wait thy .tedions “orders, offering, myfelf to 
sts trial, atid: defirous to lofe'‘no time in fo 
“noble an ‘exercife’ of vires. “Re: toasier 
“¢ thou difpatchéff ‘me, the fooner thall my 
‘<_blifs, and thy- iniquities-be fault s-and-I-thall 


re aed 






“"Belp to make thee ripe for vengeance, by 


‘“* adding one: ‘miore’fo. the samber of them 
‘¢ whofe innocent, blood thou: haft fhe: 7 Tell 
“.né, thou devourer of mankind, and enemy 
“OF all goodnefs, : what could. proyeke, what 
“<poflefs thee to-deftroy our race:.after this 
‘* mercilefs infulting manner,? ...Ig it, become 
“‘‘a Capital crime.for.men. to.deyote.themfelves- 
*to,the fervice, of the great, creator jof; the 
5, world, and maké a, confcienge' of governing 
Saheir adtions, BY.,an-excellengslaw. of _his 
j_.;prefcribing 7, No fure, this,condyét dughe 
NOt to expofe men to tortures, .;but-entitle 
‘*’them. to rewards. and honours.2”|. While 
thefe words were yet, in his. mouth; . the foka 
diers dragg’d him.down, and bound him to 
the, pullies 5, to which, when they had fcrew’d 
in ‘his knees, they cldpt.on iron feotlocks; and 











‘drawing the ferews,. diflocated, his:loins, fo 


*d' round the wheel like a fnake:; 


that ‘he la Pp ik 
and being disjointed all over, had his bones 
broken in an inftant. - Thus, being. almoft 
ftrangled, and in-ynfpeakable anguifh by the 
ftoppage, of his. breath. and. bodily: pain, . he 
faid, “ Full fore againft thy will, thou cons 
‘* ‘fereft on us. favours, which, were never ins 
“6 tended : for the more exquiflice our-torments 
<< arc, the nobler proof thou givett o¢cafion 
“* for of paticnce invincible, and fteadfaftne{s 
‘An our religion.” . sas heeecat oe TS 
‘Wutn he was dead, the fixth youth was 
prefently brought.forward, and, being ask’d 
by the tyrant, whether he would accept deli- 
verance? he reply’d, . ** Th vent in years 
“¢ come behind them that fuffered before me, 
= -yet is my foul of equal maturity, with theirs, 
“ For in regard. our, defcent and; education 
‘© was the fame, .’tis fir, that} finge, the, capfo 
‘* weare call’d to affert is the fa ¢,-our death 
«© fhould likewife ‘be-the fame, , If then thou. 
“are difpos'd fo put:me upon the fame. triale,, 
** know, that,I willl take care to die innocent, 
“ and keep the fupport of a good, sonicignce. 
} ereupon they fatten’d 
him to the wheel, and, after, having broken 
and diftorted all his bones, put fire. inden him 


then did the foldierg heat {pits'and {pears re 
hot, and chruft th¢m into his bagk nd fides, 
sl bs very bela ape incratle, wexe burnt up. 
n the midit of which, torments, he cry’d out 
“O gloncns config, in which fo. ,many 
bret ren have, engaged for their aeiBiOn 
9 Cc an 
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** and all come off with conqueft: fora mind 
¢ yightly inform’d in the truth, and atm’d 
© with {teddy principles of virtue mutt ever be 
“¢ impregnable. I will bearmy brethren com- 
** pany in fo noble a death, and add to the 
numberof the plagues due to thee, O wick- 
“ed inventor of artful cruelty, and implaca- 
“€ ble foe of all that adhere to the true reli- 
** gion. Six of us now have baffled thy ma- 
ice andrage; for I muft needs account thee 
*€ baffled, when fo much hath been done with- 
“ out any fuccefs, to force us to forego our 
“© dary,and comply with thy wicked propofals. 
“* Thy fires, methinks, are cold, thy racks 
“ cafy, and thy guards are now no longer 
tormentors and executioners, but defenders 
and promoters of our law and its honour, 
fince they affitt us in giving teftimony to ir, 
*¢ and contribute tothe triumphs of the religion 
‘© they are nor able to fupprefs.”. 


nn 
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CHAP. NII. 


HEN this man had made fo bleffed an 
end, being difpatch’d at laft, by -caft- 
ing him into a cauldron of boiling liquor, the 
feventh and youngeft appear’d; whom, when 
the tyrant faw fetter’d and pinion’d, though 
fo implacably outragious againit the reft of his 
brethren, his hard heart began a little torelent. 
Calling him therefore up near to the tribunal 
where he fate, he began to try him by foft 
words and fair means. ‘* You fee (faid he) 
** young man, the miferable end which the 
*€ reft of your family have by their own ob- 
«© ftinate folly brought themfelves co: for all 
*¢ thefe cortures and tragical {pectacles of death, 
* are indeed the confequences of their own 
* wilfulnefs and difobedience; and the fame 
‘© will be thy fate in a very tew minutes, if 
«© their examples have not made thee wifer. 
* But Il hope better things, and for an en- 
couragement of thy better behaviour, do make 
*¢ thee here a generous proffer of my love and 
*© particular friendfhip, and promife to promote 
thee in my kingdom to places of very great 
*€ eminence and profit.” Not content with 
thefe perfuafions to the fon, he ordered the 
mother to be brought before him, towhom 
he addreffed himfelf with a feeming compaf- 
fion for her Jofs, intreating her to prevail upon 
her child, in pity to herfelf at leaft, to fave 
this {mall remnant of the family, and not to 
give her the affliction of having all her off- 
{pring fo fadly torn away at once. But he, 
receiving from his mother in the Hebrew lan- 
guage, the advice which I fhall mention herc- 
after, cry’d out all on the fudden; “ Well, 
“ then, unbind me, and let me have liberty 
“* to apply to the king and his friends that at- 
** tend about the throne.”” The company was 
overjoy’d at this propofal, and immediately 
ict him loofe; which he taking the advantage 
of, ran haftily to the fide of the cauldrons and 
frying-pans, and faid; ‘© Thou moft ungodl 
“ tyrant, and unparaleli’d monfter of bafenefs 
€ and villany, that haft received from the 
‘ hand of God a kingdom, and fo many blef- 
*¢ fings of this world, and yét, without the 
‘© leaft degree of fhame or remorfe, murdereft 
“¢ the fervants and friends‘of him who this 
“© advanced thee; is this the requital thou 
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tongues, and by racks and tortures mutilate 
the limbs of thofe that worfhip him; and 
“© for no other reafon, ‘but beéaufe they wor- 
* fhip him as he himfelf hath direéted? Be 
“ well affur’d, this fhall not -be forgotten’; 
“ but juftice: will purfue and find thee outs 
and in the mean while lay up in ftore for 
thee tormeiits and fires, not like thine here, 
“ that quickly ‘confume'the body, and the 
more fierce they are‘the fooner they end our 
pain; but thofe fhall be a treafure: of fire 
inexhauftible, of pains which whole agés 
will not end, but frefh:and fiercét conti- 
nually, till timie fhali be no more. ‘Art thou 
aman, thou wretch, more favage than the 
© wildeft of brutes! Arid haft thou no régard, 
no manner of relenting for: thefe moft ex- 
quifite and ftudied pains of them who have 
the fame nature, the fame tender fenfe of 
fufferings with cthyfelf? Is it poffible a 
* creature of like matter and form, fhould-take 
delight in mangling, burning, flaying, 
{courging .and killing his fellow creatures? 

fet fuch, it feems, art thou, unlike indéed 
to usin difpofition, and as unljke -in-'thy 
fate and portion. For we, who dié to’ feait 
thy malice, have done our duty, and fhall 
find favour and happinefs with God; . but 
thou, whofe cruelty hath -put thefe ftout 
champions of the truth ‘upon vindicating it 
with {o much caufelefs pain, fo undeferved a 
death, fhale howl for ever in defpair; and, 
when too late, curfe and:be plagu’d with 
the bitter reproaches of this: guilty. day’s 
* tranfactions. So dreadful, and fo infamous 
“¢ is thy cafe; fo bleffed, and fo glorious that 
of my martyr’d brethren-; . whofe honours 
and rewards, think nor that cither flattery 
“ or fear {hall exclude me‘from ; for know, Tf 
“© afpire to an equality with the beft of them, 
‘© and think it long and loft time, till we meet 
“¢ again in the fame fufferings here, and the 
*« fame blifs above.” With that he caft Him- 
felf into the pans, and expir’d in the hotteft of 
the fire. -- Ge ay 








CHAP. XII 
‘ A ND will it now admit of any difpute, 
4 whether reafon,guided and fupported by 
religion, ‘hath the fuperintendency over the 
paflions, when we fee feven brothers, jn_per- 
fet agreement, and upon the {amie principles, 
vanquithing and defpifing the. moft exquifite 
pains and death? isit not manifeft,’ that, had 
thefe men been govern’d by their paifions, 
they had fubmitted to pollaté théemfelves with 
unlawful meats; refufed no conditions’ to pro~ 
cure eafe and fafety; and been (what all the 
world muft- have call’d them) fubdued?! “Bat 
now the face of things is quite otherwife; 
they fhine and reign triumphant ;’ their’ paffions 
were abfolutely quell’d, réafon afferted its 
dominion, and for fo doing recciv’d praife of 
God. Wor is it poffible to confider this whole 
proceeding without feeing and acknowledging 
the fuperiority of the mind, and the entire de- 
feat of all the attempts made upon it, by paf= 
fion and pain. How greata wrong would it 


be, to deny thefe martyrs the trophies of this - 


bloody field, ‘and‘not allow them the chara@ter 
of men proceeding magifterially, by the rulcs 


“© makeft to a bountiful God; to cut out the } of right ‘reafon,’ whén they ‘had their paffions 


in 





his Difcourfe of the MACGABEES. 
by the fame procefs of nature; perfons nou- 
rifli’d by the fame blood, znd brought to duc 
maturity by the fame informing. foul; after- 
wards fucking the fame milk, fultained at one 
common table, converfing perpetually under 
the fame roof, éducated by the fame caré, in- 
ftruéted by the fame teachers, and ‘initiated in 
the fame religion. ’ And fuch was the affection, 
fuch tHe endcarments, and. confequently, of 
fuch weight and efficacy the admonisions and 
mutual encouragements, of thefe feven, bre- 
thren to one another: for they were brought 
up in the fame faith, train’d up in the éxercife 
of the fame virtues; .and, the better men they 
fwere, the betcer ftill muft they needs love each 
other, For natural affeétion is never fo ;hap- 
pily improv’d, as ‘by perfeét agreement in 
goodnefs and united zéal in the love and fer. 
vice of God: and’as each of thefe- would love 
the reft more tenderly in. proportion as him 
felf was tore religious, fo would ‘he necetla- 
rily, in the fame. proportion, and upon: the 
fame account, become. more worthy to be be- 
lov'd by all the reft. . And yet we may. obferve 
in this very cafe a mighty conqucift of reafon o~ 
ver paffion; for though thefe- brechrén had all 
the tender concern that nature and. blood, 
birth and education, acquaintance and perfo- 
nal worth, could inf{pire them with; yet were 
“ brother; another, perfevcre bravely; a |thefe manifold endeartnents fo vanquifh’d and, 
“¢ third,- remember who you are, and from {borne down, when. religion and. their fouls 
“ what anceftors you fprung ; Abraham was | lay at ftake, that in a canfe fo noble, the ve- 
“your father, who was content ‘with his /ry tortures, agoni¢s, andideaths of. their dear- 
© own hand to facrifice his fon; and Ifaac, /eft rélations, gave a. fenfible . fatisfaction ‘to 
“ who as willingly fubmitted to. be flaii by'|thofe’of the number who yet furviy’d, and 
“ that father’s hand.” And all in general, | were the undaunted, nay, :even pleas’d fpec- 
looking on éach other with countenanccs ferenc | tators of them. i 
and highly pleafed; all ftout and recolleéted : 
in their own minds,-cry’d out, “ Come and 
S¢ let us chearfully confecrate our fouls to our 
*© God: Let us thus pay him back the lives 
“ he lentus for his fervice; and give up thefe |: 
“° bodies for the ufe and defenfe of his moft 
“© holy law. Why fhould we ftand in fear of 
“* one, who only feems to kill the body? the 
“¢ only danger worthy of our dread is that of 
“ fouls abandon’d to torments everlafting, and 
<° chat can never.be the fad fate of {uch as keep 
“ and honour, -but’ of them only who tranf- 
“ grefs and forfake, the truth. L.cr us then 
<< arm ourfelves with'a holy fortitude 3 fo fhall 
“© Abraham, Ifaac, and Jacob receive us when 
“* we dic: fo fhali al! our pious anceftors con- 
“¢ gratulate and applaud our conftancy, when 
“ we are arriv’d at the regions of blifs and 
‘* immortality.” © : 
Anp as they were dragg’d one by one to 
execution, they whofe turn was not yet come, 
encourag’d thofe that went before them thus: 
“© Take heed, my brother, how thou demean- 
< eft thyfelf, and be fure to do nothing that 
“‘ may difgrace either thofe of our number 
“© that have gone before thee, or us -who arc 
“¢ about to tread in the fame fteps.” Thefe 


in fuch perfeét fubje€tion, that even the ex- 
tremiry of fires and racks could not give thefe 
paffions ftrength enough to rebel? For as the 
moles and forts upon the fhore break all the 
forte of ‘the wavés and'weather, and render 
the ‘harbour commodious and. fafe to ride in ; 
fo did this feven-fold:fortification of reafon 
proteét the port of duty and religion, from all 
a fiorms and boifterous inundations of” paf- 
- fion. , 
How mioving, how noble a fight was fuch 
a company, encouraging’ and affifting each o- 
ther. in the exercife of their picty, like the 
voices which contribute every one by his di- 
ftinét"' part to make up a perfect melody? 
With fuch a harmony-of hearts, did they.call 
out ; “*’ Come, my brethren, let us remember 
“¢ who we are, and in what caufe we fight, ; 
“¢ and let us ftand it-out for our God and his 
“* law, by dying like true brothers. Did not 
‘¢ the three brave youths in Affyria defy the 
“ furnace of the king ‘of Babylon? and to: 
*¢ what purpofe have we thofe examples, if 
** they do not provoke us .to a geherous imi- 
® tration ??, 
Wuen religion'anda good confcience are 
at ftake, let us abandon: allignoble fears, and 
act with refolution becoming fo glorious a 
caufe. One cry’d out, “* Courage, my dear 
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HUS did they,by thefe exhortations to 
_ endure the torture, not only work them~ 
‘felves up to a contempt of pains, but. fubdue 
brotherly affection, and the tendereft and moft 
prevailing part of human nature icfelf O. 
minds more abfolute than the moft fovereign 
‘princes, more free and noble than the nobleft. 
‘birth could make them! not one of thefe gene- 
rous youths exprefs’d the leaft fear, not one 
made the Icaft demur; but without fhrinking 
back at death in its moft horrible and dreadful 
appearances, they made the beft of their way 
to racks and fires, as men.that were running. 
the race of immortality, and impatient, with. 
the utmoft fpeed poflible, to come up to the: 
goal. And as the hands and feet, and. other 
members of our body. do with all alacrity and. 
eafe imaginable move as the foul dictates and 
direéts; foready, foperfeétly agreed and u- 
niform ‘in all their ‘motions towards death, 
were thefe heroic youths,: pufh’d on by the 
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foul animated them all.. O heavenly..conftel- 


tions: for none of my readers can be infenfi- | th which the 
ble what charms, shat powerful influence fo give us the Idea of God, and fhew,:the. per~ 
near-a relation carries with it; what tender | fection - of his majeity and goodnefs; fo do. 
affe@tions the all-wife providence hath infus’d thefe {even renowned martyrs, .by running the 
into their hearts, who have deriv’d their fub- | whole circlé’ of! paitis and tortures; compofe 


{tance from the fame father, and lay in the 
womb of the fame mother, where every bro-j and teach us that 
ther found the fame’ receptacle, dwelt the | banifhes the flavi h* fear . cath. 
fame term of time, and was form’d into man! how far fhort of ‘this pattern do we ftop, wo 
: : 2 ia WAG 


principle of religion, which like-one. common, 


muft needs have been very engaging’ exhorta- | lation of feven_ confenting «brethren! for, as. 
the feven days in which the world was created | 


one fihifh’d: piece of ‘conftancy and_courage,- 
and teach us that Pon fortitude, which | 
“fear of death. . But.alas!. 
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who cannot now fo much as read or hear with- 
out trembling and amazement what they not 
only heard, not only faw, but felt and bore it 
all withoat the leaft diforder of mind? 

War can bemore infupportable than fire, 
that pierces and feparates, and confumes in an 
inftant? yet the acutcft pains, apply’d to che 
parts moft tender, and of quickeft fenfc, did 
thefe {tout champions conftantly endure. 

Nay, to encreafe our wonder more, and a- 
bate that notion of fortitude which men, too 
partial to themfelves, are apt to boaft of as the 
peculiar glory of their own fex, I fhall make 
good my affertion concering the fovercignty of 
reafon over the paffions, by a mott aftonifhing 
inftance of a woman; one cxercis’d by fuffer- 
ings more fharp, more complicated, than any 
of thofe hitherto mention’d. For who can con- 
ceive the extremity, the variety of that pious 
mother’s pains, who herfelt was tortur’d and 
put to death in every one of her feven fons? 
do but reflect how the bowels and natural af- 
fection of parents does terminatc, and draw 
them, asic were, totheirchildren, asto the pro- 
per centre of all their care and conccrn.This is 
what we obferve even in brute beafts, which 
feldom or never fail to exprefs a tendernefs to 
their young, equal to that among men. But 
why do I fpeak of beatts, when all nature is 
full of it, and even the ignobler fpeciesof crea- 
tures Want not a vilible and ftrange kindnefs 
for their own breed: for even the bees them- 
felves, when intent upon the bufinefs of wax- 
ing, guard and defend their hives; and as oft 
as the drones invadethem, know how tomake 
their ftings do the office of {words and other 
military weapons, in revenge of the wrong 
done by thofe that would attack their little 
ones. 








. CHAP. NY. 

¥o 0 T fotrec 1 daughter of Abraham was 

the mother of th-ie gallant youths, that 
even compafiion for her own children could 
not thake her principies, or tempt her to break 
in upon ner duty. Such was her noble zeal, 
that when two things were offer’d to her 
choice, religion and the prefent fafety and 
great preferment of feven fons, fhe wifely 
gave the preference to religion; tock God’s 
werd betore the king’s, and chofe to have 
them live tor ever with him in heaven, rather 
than enjoy a fhort profperity with Antiochus 
upon carth. What words fhall I find to de- 
{cribe thofe tender paffions of parents, that 
ftrange anion between them and their children 
in nature, which, after a wonderful manner, 
draws upon their offspring the fame lines and 
features of body, and impreffés the fame dif- 
pofitions of foul? how fhall I cell the concern 
they feel for thefe images and parts of them- 
felves, when in any manner of diftrefs? how, 


efpecially, that of mothers, whofe weaker- 


minds, and natural excefs of fondnefs, render 
them ftill more fenfibly touch’d with whatever 
affects their children, than fathers are wont or 
expected to be? and even this mother was not 
hefs, nay, fhe was much more under the influ- 
ence of this affeGtion than common mothers; 
feven painful births had made as many addi- 
tions to this love, and every time her travail 
Was repeated, it was a frefh exercife of it, a 
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SEPHUS 
frefh and ftronger endearment to all fhe had 
endured the fame pangs for. — 
Bur_notwichftanding all this, the fear and. 
love of God, overlook’d the prefent cafe and 
advantage of her children. And never did 
fhe love them fo tenderly, fo defervedly, as 
when their fteddy virtue, and conftancy in the 
truth, charm’d_ her affeétions, and endear’d 
them to her; for they were juft and wife, 
temperate and magnanimous, affectionate ta 
each other, and dutiful to their mother ctocthat 
degree, that they even dicd in the caufe. of 
their law, in obedience to her. For fhe was 
fo far trom allowing any one of thelé manifold 
engagements to betray her into an. undue ten~ 
dernefs, or fuffering any. of the yet mote mani- 
fold tortures inflicted “upon her children to 
fhake her reafon; that, mother tho’. fhe was, 
fhe ecarneftly exhorted each of her children 
fingly,-and all of them together, not to decline 
any fuffcrings or death for the fakeof réligion- 
O' Nature, common mother of us all! O 
parents love unaccountably engaging our fouls! 
O anxious care of tender infants! O fympathy 
of mothérs irrefiftable! fee here a prodigy, fe- 
ven children one by one,. rack’d,; burnt, fry’d, 
a mother ftanding’ by, and looking on, and 
yet fo firm her piety, not chang’d by the kil- 
ling {peétacle! the faw the Acith of her own fons 
broiling in the fire; the joints of their hands 
and feet torn off, and itill trembling and pant- 
ing on the ground, when rent from the body3 
the skins of their heads and facesdrawn off like 
vizards, and caft down at her fect 5 all this the 
wonderous woman faw unmov’d. .O mother, 
now in agonics and racking pains for thy. chil- 
dren, compar’d with which thy bearing throws 
were eafy! O woman, who of all thy fex 
feemeft alone to have brought forth confum- 
mate virtue ! thy firft-born when expiring did 
not fhake thee, nor thyfecond fon, when caft- 
lng upon thee a piteous languifhing look; nor 
thy third, when groaning outhisfoul; nor the 
cyes that ttarted out of every one of their 
heads with extremity of pain, and fetting in 
death. Thou didft not let one tear fall, when 
one hand was cut off after another, one head 
flayed after another, one corpfe fell “upon an- 
other, and heaps of thy own fiefh lay: before 
thee. The fongs of Syrens, and the dying 
notes of fwans, make not fo melodious miu- 
fick, as did in thy ears the laft accents of thy 
own offspring, calling to the in the midit of 
their torments unconceivable, and dying ago- 
nies. Forin thy foul when warm debates a- 
rofe, and nature aiid affeftion pleaded ftrong- 
ly, and the pains and unparalell’d fufferings of 
thy children added weightto theirarguments ; 
yet {till thou turned the deaf ear; and - when 
thou wert urged moft vehemently to give fen- 
tence for thy childrens lives, wouldit not ac- 
cept a fhort deliverance with guile, but gaveft 
them up to death in profpeét of a more lating 
blifs. Then didf thon approve thyfelf a true 
daughter of Abraham, an hcirefs of all his 
faith and fortirude. O-.mother of a fismily, 
‘tealous for the law, bulwark of true religion, 
and laden with the conquetts won by thry own 
bowels! O woman of gencrofity and. patience, 
more manly than the ftouteft of men !: glory of 
thine own fex, and exceller of ours $- for, as 


the ark of Noah, which then contairyd all the Gen. vii. 


furviving. world, rode triumphant upon the 
waters of the general flood ; fo ‘thou, whofe 
breatft 
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breaft included all true picty, wert toft upon 
the waves of all manner of contending paf- 
fions, and beaten upon with the boiftcrous 
winds of torments that blew hard from evéry 
quarter, and yet didft bravcly weather outthe 
ftorm, fupported by thy zeal for God and re- 
ligion. 


. CHAP. XVI. 


i OW then, (to return to the point I am 
oe all this while aiming at) ifan old wo- 
man, and the mother of {even children, could 
not only fuftain, but fec thofe children dying 
in fuch mifery, in confideration of the caufe 
they fuffered and died for, the confequence 
is unavoidable, that reafon, fupported by re- 
ligion, hath a power fuperiour to our paffions. 
And that this is the cafe of human nature in 
general, Ihave madcit plain, becaufe not on- 
ly men have conquer’d their paffions, but a 
woman hath perfectly fubdued and defpifed 
the moft exquifite fufferings, ‘The lions, into 
whofe den Danicl was caft, were tame; the 
tarnace of Mifacl, tho’heated feven times hort- 
ter than ufual, was cool, in comparifon of 
thofe ficree paffions, that fire, which natural 
affeétion and pity had kindled in her breaft, 
when fhe faw {even fons fucceffively expire in 
agonies inexprefhible ; and yet reafon and re- 
Higion quenched all the rage of thefe fo furi- 
ous, fo manifold affections. 
Por is it not rational to fuppofe, that had 
’ this woman had the leaft allay of pufillanimity 
in her temper, all the mother would have burit 
out in lamentations and doleful complaints, 
jike thefe ? “ © moft unfortunate creature, 
“© and expofed to an unparallel’d variety of mi- 
feries, who was lately happy in feven fons, 
but am now no longer a mother! O my fe- 
ven unprofitable travails! O the loft cares 
*¢ of nurling, which have nourifhed children 
“© only for racks, and fires, and deaths uncx- 
*¢ ampled! In vain, my dears, have I been in 
“pangs for you, in vain endured the many 
** anxious days and reftlefs nights, the coft 
“¢ and labour of a painful education. O thofe 
“© beloved children, whofe faces I fhall never 
** {ee more, nor rejoice in their marriage and 
“¢ pofterity, nor have the fo much valued 
“¢ bleffing of being efteem’d happy in my dce- 
“* {cendants of the fecond and third genera- 
“ tion. And yet I once was happy, happy a- 
“S bove my neighbours, both in the number 
“© and the goodlinefs of the branches that 
“ fprang from this fruitful vine; but now a 
“© wretched folitary widow, deftitute of fo 
“© much as one out of my many fons, to com- 
fort and affift me while living, or to bur 
“© me when dead.” : 
Bur the piety of this excellent mother dif- 
dained fach effeminate complaints, and was fo 
far from defiring any of her children to live, 
that it would have been matter of grief to her, 
had they not died as they did: her mind 
firm and impenetrable as a rock, confidering 
that this was to bring forth over again the 
number of her fons, by anew and better birth, 
to a lite of immortality. And therefore fhe 
herfelf befought them to fulfil her joy; and en-. 
couraged them in dying for the caufe of reli- 
gion. O noble matron, who lifted thyfelf 
in the fervice of the fame caufe, and didft af- 
NP 25. 
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MACCABEES, 


fift in engaging the tyrant, 
felf mighty in deeds and in words! For when 
thou wert apprehended with thy fons, and an 
eye-witnefs of the tortures and dolorous death 
of the good Eleazar, then didft thou in the 
Hebrew tongue excite the courage of thy- fons, 
by faying, ‘* See here, my children, whata 
“© glorious confliét is this! And if you alfo be 
** called to the like, confider whata tefti- 
‘© mony, what an honour it will be to ourna- 
tion | but cfpecially confider the law of your 
fathers you arc to fuffer for, and be fare to 
behave yourfelves in this encounter valiant- 
ly and chearfully ! What a reproach ought 
you to think ict upon the vigour of your age, 


“¢ and infirmities already, did yet endure fuch 
variety, fuch extremity of tortures for his 
** duty, and thofe who have all the fire of 
youth to excite and: fupporr their zeal, 
*¢ thould fhrink back at, or fink under the fame 
trials! Confider, my dearer parts of my- 
“¢ felf, what life is, and whence you had it: 
God gave it you at firft; the goodnefs of 
his providence hath continued it to youever 
“* fince. It is therefore his duc, and what you 
ought to pay, when he calls for it again. 
‘© Can you decline any fort of pain for him, in 
“¢ obedience to whom our father Abraham made 
“ no delay to facrifice his fon, the promifed 
father of our nation? Nor did that fon 
tremble or once give back, when he faw a 
father’s hand arm’d with the weapon of 
death, and lifted up to give the fatal ftroke. 
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‘© his own confent, caft as a prey to hungry 
*€ lions ; and _the three children into a fiery 
“© furnace? Thefe all endured manfully for 
the fake of God 5 and you, who are partak= 
“¢ ers of the fame faith, ought not to fhrink if 
*¢ you are made partakers of the fame fuffer- 
“ ings. For indéed itis moft abfurd for chem 
“* who have a true fenfe of religion, ‘to betray 
“* a cowardly degeneracy of mind in any -dif- 
* ficulties that it fhall engage themin.” Thus 
did the motherof feven children animate every 
one of the number, and reprefent to them the 
reafonablenefs, and the neceffiry of dying, ra= 
ther than bafely yield to violate any one com: 
mand of their God ; cfpecially when affuredly 
perfuaded that they who die for him, continue 
ftill to live with Abraham, Haac, and Jacob, 
and all the godly patriarchs, in manfions 
of immortal felicity. Px 
Some of the foldiers gavé out that fhe alfo 
was to be feized, and put todeath, which com= 
ing to her ear, in order to prevent all attempts 
upon perfon, fhe voluntarily caft herfelf’inro 
the fire. O glorious mother, this defeating 
the tyrant’s rage and violence, difappointing 
all his wicked: contrivances, and exerting a 
moft vigorous and’ noble faith, firm as a ftrong 
built houfe ; erected upon her feven pillars, 
and proof againft all fhocks that laboured to 
overturn it! Take comfort, holy matron, 
whofe patience was fupported by a firm troft 
in:God, and well-aflured hope of a futuré re- 
ward. .The moon encircled with her retinue 
of ftars,..fhines nor fo bright inthe firmament 
of heaven as doft-thou, reflecting ‘light upon, 
and. receiving it back: again from; thy feven il- 
luftrious fons, . fix’d “in the heaVenly manfions, 
and honourable in the-prefence of God. Thy 
race were truly Abraham’s, -and every one‘a 
9 D genuine 
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genuine fon of the father of the faithful. 
Were it a potlible undertaking, to draw this 
whole action as in a pi¢ture, and relate every 
circumitance in true and lively colours, our 
patlions tcarcely could fuftain the mere repre~ 
fentation: nor would, the mother and her 
children, expiring in fuch cruel variety of 
torments, be {cen but in fuch defcription with- 
out horror. And were a monument, as they 
well deferve, to be ercéted, for a never dying 
memorial to the nation they are fo great an 
honour to, this or fome like infcription might 
become it: ‘* Here licsa reverend old pricit, 
*< an ancient mother and feven gallant fons, 
“* put to death by the rage of a tyrant, at- 
‘< tempting, but in vain, to overthrow the 
“ Jewith law and conftitution: for thefe brave 
““ Champions itood in the gap, aflerted the 
“© rights and religion of their nation, commit- 
“© ced themtlelves and their caufe to God, and 
© perfevered in defpight of torments and 
“¢ deach.”” For indeed the encounter was 
truly divine; virtue was in this cafe the judge 
cf the combat, and difpofer of the prize, and 
patience was the proof and exercife. To this 
the victory was to be adjudged, and immor- 
tality and blifs ecernal were the rewards ot 
them chat conquer’d. 

Tue firft thac march’d into this bloody 
field, was Elaazar: the mother of {even fons 
offer’d herfelf likewife to the combat; her 
fons fucceflively undertook the conflict; the 
adyerfary they encounter’d was the tyrant, the 
ring of {pectators was the world, and the con- 
queror religion; who both vanquifh’d in their 
perfens, and crown’d her champions that 
tought fo bravely in her vindication. And 
who indeed could fee, who can hear the no- 
ble atchievements of thefe heroick fouls, fo 
zealous tor the law of God, without (I fay 
not approbation and praife, bur) wonder and 
aftonifhment? Nay, even the tyrant and his 
impious atictiors, that counfell’d and counte- 
nanced the barbarous executioners, could not 
without amazement obferve that invincible pa-~ 
tience which fuftain’d them ; and in defpight of 
all their inhumanity and obftinate prejudice, 
revered the piety they labour’d in vain to cor- 
rupt. 

So true isthat of Mofes, “ All his faints are 
*¢ in thy hand’. For thefe men being fanétified 
as an offering to God, are celebrated with 
honour and immortal renown. Nor was the 
benefit of their noble trials confin’d to their 
own perfons, but the blood of thofe righteous 
men fhed upon this occafion, was accepted by 
God as a propitiatory facrifice, inclin’d him 
to return to his people in mercy, and by agra- 
cious providence deliver Ifrael from the heavy 
load of oppreffion they then groaned under. 
For even Antiochus, confidering the wonder- 
fal virruc and refolution of thefe men, and their 
inflexible conftancy under hardfhip and pain, 
gave teftimony to their valour, and by a pub- 
lick officer propounded it as a pattern fit to 
be imitated by all his own foldicrs. Not on- 
ly fo, but taking his meafures of the whole na- 
tion by thefe few, he lifted many of them in 
his fervicc, employ’d them both in fieges and 
‘pitch’d battles, and, having obtain’d many 
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“fignal victories by their affifttance, learn’d by 


his own experience, that religion infpires men 

wich the trueft courage, and that none are ca- 

pable of ferving their prince in the wars, com- 
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parably to thofe undaunted and generous con- 
temners of life, who dare to encounter death 
and tortures for God and a good confcience. 
O race of faithful Abraham, and inheritors of 
his zeal, ye feed of Ifracl the beloved, fet 
yourfelves to obferve and pay due reverence 
to this divine law, to govern your affections in 


all points according to it, and live up to the 
perfection of its diétates and difcipline, whofe 


efficacy is fo undeniable, and its glory fo con- 


fpicuous, in fuch unparallel’d inftances of rea- 
fon thus conduéted, attaining to an abfolure 
maftery over the paffions. 








CHAP. XVUOT. 


Nice docs this maftery extend only to 
thofe inward diforders, which raifc a 
tumult in our own breafts, but (as thefe exam- 
ples of men delivering themfelves willingly 
to the torture tor the fake of their religion 
make it exceeding plain) to afflictions trom 
without alfo, and the acuteft bodily pains. 
Thus did thefe noble heroes fight and con- 
quer, and (tor acquitting themiclves fo gal~ 
lantly) were not only commended and admir’d 
of men, but largely rewarded by God. Nor 
did they vanquith death and torments only, 
but alfo the enemies that infli€ted both: by 
reftoring peace to their nation, and bringing 
into requeft again the regard for that long neg 
Ieéted law, the contempt whereof provok’d 
God to fcourge the people with, this worft of 
all calamities, the tyrant Antiochus. But 
while he became an inftruament of vengeance 
to others, he treafur’d up yet more againft 
himfels For finding all his efforts tono pur= 
pofe, and that neither flattery nor force could 
draw the Jewsto abandon their own, and con- 
form to foreign cuftoms, he drew off from 
Jerufalem and made war upon the Perfians, 
and Jong it was not ere the juftice of God o- 
vertook him, evenupon earth, by a moft mi- 
ferable death. 

Bur ftill co do all right to that wonderful 
woman, I fhall add here fome other of her pi- 
ous exhortations to her no lefs wonderful fons. 
“© Confider, faid fhe, the converfation of your 
‘¢ mother, who lived a long time a chaft un- 
** {potted virgin; I never wander’d from my 
tather’s houfe, nor did any luftful corrupter 
of youth afflault me in the field, nor that 
ferpent which feduced Eve tempt me into 
‘© any impure embraces. The flower of my 
“¢ age I paft in the ftricteft conjugal fidelity to 
my husband. When you, my children, werc 
“© grown up, your father died, happy in the 
“ efteem of all thatknew him. He had the 
fatisfaction of many ‘profperous children, 
and efcap’d the misfortune of feeing himfelt 
“ depriv’d of thefe bleffings. While he con- 
tinued with you, no pains were fpared to 
inftill pious principles, and furnifh you with 
inftructions proper to prepare you for the 
*¢ trying difficulties of thisimportant day. He 
‘© caught you with great diligence the law and 
“¢ the prophets; he fet before you the renown- 
ed examples of patience, and fuffering vir- 
“ tue: Abel murdered by his own brother 
“ Cain: and Ifaac defigned for a burnt offer- 
“ ing; and Jofeph imprifoned for his obftinate 
‘© chaitity; and Phineas zealous for the law 
‘© of his God. He preached to you the vir- 
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tues and the glorious rewards of Ananias, 
Azarias and Mifacl, and Daniel caft into the 
den of lions. He frequently put you -in 
mind of that preferving providence to thofe 
that are God’s; which Efaias magnifies in 
thefe words: When thou pafleft through 
the waters, [I will be with thee, and thro’ 
the rivers, they fhall not overflow thee; when 
thou walkeft through the fire, thou fhalt not 
be burnt, neither fhall the fame kindle upon 
thee. He taught your infant tongues that fong 
of David ;Great arc the troubles of the righte- 


ous, but the Lord delivereth him out of all; 


and call’d upon you to obfervethat maxim of 
Solomon in his proverbs, Thatwifdom isatree 
of life to all that obey and lay hold onher. 
He quicken’d up your faith by that paflage in 


_ Ezekiel, Shalithcfe dry boneslive? Nor did 


he forget to reach you that heavenly fong of 
Mofes, whofays in the perfonof God; I kill 
anid make alive: and again pronounces of the 
law and the diligent obfervance of it ; This 


‘is your life, and the prolonging of your days. 


MACCABEES. 


O doleful day, and yet not doleful but glo- 
rious rather, when the mercilefs Grecian ty- 
rant kindled his impious fires, heated his mur- 
dering cauldrons, and with ungodly rage, more 
hot and fierce than both, dragg’d and bound 
to the. engines of torture, and exercis’d with 
all manner of agonies and pains, the feven-fold 
offspring of this daughter of Abraham! when 
he bor’d out their eyes, cut out their-tongues, 
and put them to death, with all the ftudied 
cruelties that wickednefs and malice could in- 
vent. 'Thefe impious barbaritics the juftice of 
God did then, and always will, avenge upen 
the proud inflictors; but thefe fons of Abra- 
ham, with their victorious mother, are bya 
very different fate, tranflated from mifery to 
blifs unfpeakable, admitted into the joyful and 
triumphant focicty of all their pious anceftors, 
and have receiv’d again thofe unblemifh’d fouls, 
which they willingly facrificed in his fervice, 
pure and immortal, at the hands of that God, 
with whom they were fo chearfully depofited, 
and to whom be glory for everandever. Amen. 
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EM BAS S Y;, 


FROM THE 


JEWS of ALEXANDRIA 


TO THE EMPEROR 


CATUS CALIGULA. 











CHAP. Ff. 
The author's preface upon the fubje of human frailty, and the power and providence of Alunighty 
: God. 


ane OW long are we to act like 
6 SESS boys at tourfcore, our heads 
; 4 covered with grey-hairs, and 
x =j@'; not one grain of fenfe in them! 
NTRS es This is the condition of all 
= thofe that place their reft upon 
the ftabiliry of fortune, on the 
ene hand, and atthe fame time abandon anin~ 
fallible guide, in the dictate of reafonable na- 
ture, on the other; though nothing fo fickle 
under the fun as the former, or fo fteddy and 
anchangeable asthe other. At this rate we 
confound and invert the ordcr and value of 
things, as if there were no more in it than the 
fhuffing of counters, while we take certain- 
tics for uncertainties, and uncertainties for the 
contrary. And what’s the reafon of all this 
now, but that weak and fhort-fighted men fec 
beft at hand; and give more credit (right or 
wrong) to their fenfes; than to their judg- 
ments? Whereas fore-fight, witha refpect to 
things to come, and things invifible, muft be 
the work of argument and reafoning : not but 
that the cye of the foul is much quicker and 
gharper than that of the body; faving only 
where the point of it is taken off, either by 
luxurious excefies in eating and drinking, or 
by a ftupid unthinking indolence ; the greater 
mifchief of the two. 
We fhall never need to look farther than 






7 


into the hiftory of thefe times, and the many 
wonderful things that have fallen out in this 


junéture, for the proof of an over-ruling pro- 


vidence : .a providence, that takes particular 
care of all virtuous holy people, but ‘more 
efpecially of thofe, that with humility and re- 
verence give themfelves up as a peculiar heri- 
tage to the worfhip and fervice of the Almigh- 
ty. Thefe are the people that the Chaldeans 
call Ifraclites, [or Seers of God:] which is 
a bleffing more valuable than the treafure of 
ten thoufand worlds. Now ifthe prefence of 
a perfon venerable for his age, asa governor, 
a tutor, or a father, fhall have fuch a power 
over us to kecp us in awe, and within the 
compafs of modefty and refpeét, in our lives 
and manners, what advantages may we pro- 
pound to ourfelves then in the clevation of our 
thoughts beyond all created Beings, and the 
inuring of our fouls to the contemplation of an 
uncreated Power! even God himfelf, who is 
goodnefs, beauty, and bleffednefs in the high- 
eft degree: and ail thefe excellencies infinite- 
ly fhort yet of his unfpeakable perfections. 
For how is it poffible to exprefs in words, a 
point utterly inexplicable ; or to advance, by 
the fcale of his attributes, to the underftand- 
ing of an incomprehenfible myftery! A my- 
ftery fo inextricable, that if the whole crea- 
tion were but onc tongue, it would not ferve to 

: explain 


to the Emperor CAIUS. 


explain it: as his omnipotency in the making | ditors'; fuch, in fhore, was the felicity of 


of the world; his fovereignty, in the monar- 


chical form of it; the wifdom of his providen- 
tial conduct, in the order and government of 
“ict; and the juftice of his proceeding toward 
both good and bad, in the retribution of re- 
wards or punifhments. Nay, and the venge- 
ance itfelf is to be reckon’d among the things 
that we are the better for: not only for the 
natural equity fake of dealing by all men ac- 
cording to their demerits; but as chaftifement 
proves many times the ‘means of bringing 
‘people toa fight and fenfe of their crimes, 
or as it hinders them at leaft from pcr- 
fevering in their wickednefs; for the pu- 
nifhing of one man is frequently the prevent- 
ing the ruin of another, tor fear of the fame 
feverity in cafe of the fame offence. 








CHAP. I. 


Lhe bleffed condition of the feven months reign of 
the emperor Caius Caligula, after the death of 
Tiberits. 


“HE emperor Caius Caligula, that fuc- 
ceeded Tiberius, may ierve for a lively 
inftance in confirmation of what I have 
been faying: never fo univerfal a peace and 
agreement thorough all the provinces both 
by fea and land: eaft, weft, north and fouth, 
all ina profound quiet; Greeks and Barba- 
tians, foldiers and burghers, living together 
like brethren, and in the mutual exchange 
of all ncighbourly offices of friendfhip and 
commerce. This was fuch a tranfcendent 
pitch of felicity as can {care be credited, for 
a young prince to be welcomed to the throne 
with an affluence of all the good things that 
his very heart could wifh: a prodigious trea~ 
fure, both in money and plate, wroaght and 
unwrought, and as well for ornament_as for 
convenience: a mighty power both at fea and 
Jand, and the whole habitable world centri- 
buting, as out of an inexhauftible fountain, 
toward the maintaining of his armies. His 
empire was bounded with two great rivers, the 
Euphrates, and the Rhine, the former bor- 
dering upon Germany and other barbarous 
nations; the other, upon the Parthians, the) 
Sarmatians, and the Scythians, &c. a race 
of people not one jot lefs barbarous and un- 
civiliz’d than the other: ‘e that from the fun 
rifing to the fun fetting, as well upon the con- 
tinent as in the iflands, there was nothing 
but gladnefs and univerfal fatisfaétion: while 
Rome, Italy, and all the provinces of Europe 
and Afia, kept holy-day, as we fay, in a per- 
petual feftival. Never were people, in fine, 
by the bleffing of providence, fo free and ealy 
under any other prince: for every private man 
had fo large a fhare in the common weltare 
that his good fortune left him nothing more 
to ask: there was hardly any thing to be icen 
up and down the towns, but altars, victims, 


facrifices, candidates, garlands, chearful looks, 


feafting, merry meetings, mufical concerts, 
racing, treating, dancing to the flute and harp, 
with all other recreations imaginable: and the 
poor all this while as well fatisfy’d as the 
rich ; common people as perfons of quality ; 


fervants as their mafters; debtors as their cre- 


thofe times, for plenty and pleafure, and the 
univerfal fatisfaction of perfons and families of 
all ranks and degrees, that it look’d as if the 
pocts fiction of Saturn’s golden age were no 
longer a fable. And this was the blefied ftate 
of things for the firft feven months of Caius’s 
reign. 








CHAP. I. 

Lhe emperor Caius fell defperately ill inthe eighth 
month of his reign, to the great affliction of 
the provinces for his diféemper, and as great a 
joy afterwards for bis recovery. 


AIUS, in the month following, and in 


the very glut of his good fortunes, hap- - 


pened to fallextremely ill; for having quitted 
the tempelare, and confequently the healthful 
courfe of life he led under Tiberius, he.gave 
himfelf up to the court-liberties of luxury 
and riot: as eating and drinking to excefs; 
the unfeafonable ule of baths: nay, and to 
eat and drink to fatisfy would not fatisfy him 
neither, without a vomit after it to make way 
for more, He had plung’d himfelf likewile 
into all manner of uncleannefles, with both 
fexes indifferently, from common appetites to 
the moit unnatural of lufts. He did all that 
was poffible, in fine, by fenfuality, and de- 
bauch, ‘ towards the dividing of foul and body: 
for as health and ftrength are a bleffing that 
naturally attend fobriety and good order, fo 
the contrary way of government is as certain 
ly followed with weaknefles, ficknefs, and 
death, 

Ir was now about the beginning of autumn, 
which is the feafon when the return-dhips from 
all quarters are upon their laft voyage, home- 
ward bound, back again. Thofe I mean that 
would not winter abroad. By the accident of 
this opportunity, thé ftory of the emperor’s 
ficknefs was immediately difpers’d over thé 
whole world, and by that means the univerfal 
contentment and fatisfaétion that thé people 
enjoyed before the coming of that news, turn- 
ed into as univerfal a mourning. Upon this 
change, the towns and the houfes were all in 
tears and lamentations, in proportion to the 
meafure of the comfortable condition they 
were in before. ‘The provinces themfelves 


.were all ftruck in the very perfon of the em. 


peror, and in a more fenfible manner too; for 
Caius fuffered only in his body, but the peo» 
ple in their minds,. for fear of lofing not only 
their peace, but their lives, liberties, and 
eftates alfo; for which they were folicitous, 
even to the degree of defpair. Befide that, 
confidering the fatal confequences that com+ 
monly attend the death of princes, whether 
by famine, war, or otherwifc) .as rapine, de~ 
populations, banifhments, plunder, imprifon- 
‘ments, fears, dangers, and death itfelf) all 
thefe things confidered, they could never think 
themfelves fafe, or happy, but in the well- 

being of their prince. = 
Tue emperor was by this time upon the 
mending hand, whereupon the welcome news 
ofit was difpatched in a trice to the furtheit 
quarters of the earth; (for fame flies like 
Ueniaing:) The people took this.for an ane 
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of better tidings, and fellinto a violent impa- 
ticnce upon it cto hear further, till at length 
their longing was gratify’d by feveral expref- 
fes in words at length, that the emperor was 
pericétly recovered ; which wasthefame one 
to the provinces, as if they had been recovere 
themfelves, and reftored to their former ftate 
and humour of jolliry and eafe: thofe in the 
ifles, as well as thofe upon the continent. 
Finally, there was never heard of in the me- 
mory of man, fuch a tranfport of Joy in any_ 
one people or nation, for the prefervation of 
any particular prince, as wasicen upon this 
occation, quite thorough the univerfe, for the 
fafety ot Caius when reftor’d to his health a- 
gain. It look’d like a tranfition (all in a mo- 
ment) trom a favage lite to a fociable and ci- 
vil; trom defarts to political communitics, 
from confufion to order ; and all thefe advan- 
tages owing to the government and proteétion 
of a generous and a rightful prince. But pco- 
ple were glad of many things without {ceing 
thorough them. 





CHAP. MW. 
The korrivle ingratitude and crucity cf the enrpe- 
ror Caius toward young Tiberius. 


T was not long before Caius gave the 

world to underitand, that their judgments 
were blinded, their meafures miftaken, and 
that they governed themfelves more by guefs 
than by knowledge. For this famous prince, 
who fecem’d to promife nothing lefs thana pro- 
fution of bounties and favours to all Europe 
and Afia, and one who was likely to be the 
moft illuitrious benefa€tor to all glorious pur- 
pofes publick and private that every were heard 
of; this prince, I fay, proved a monfter; or 
rather, he took off the mask, and owned him- 
felf bare-taced for what he was. 

Tue emperor Tiberius, had by his fon 
Drufus, young Tiberius, and by Germanicus 
Caius Caligula, whom he recommended in pre- 
ference to the fucceffion ; provided only, that 
he fhould fhew the fenfe he had of the obliga- 
tion, in his refpeéts to his grand-child. Bur 
this did not fatisfy Caius yet, to hold that by 
adeption, which the other had a right to by 
birth; fo that moft barbaroufly and ungrate- 
fally, he caufed his near kinfman, the co-heir 
ot the empire, andthe next fucceflor to Tibe- 
Tius, to be put to death, under a pretext, that 
this Tiberius had contriv’d a plot upon the life 
of Caius; a yery unlikely project tor a youth 
of his tender age to engage in, SBefide that it 
was generally thought that ifthe young prince 
had been but fome few years older, the em- 
peror would have declared Tiberius his fuc- 
ceffor ; for he was grown jealous of Caius al- 
ready and upontaking him out of the way, the 
other would have had the empire to himfelf 
in courfe. Bur Caius, inftead of fharing the 
fovercignty with his kinfman, as in juftice he 
fhould have done, entered into an execrable 
practice upon his life; andthe way he tookto 
compafs his end was this. He fent for Tibe- 
rius in the firft place, and thencalling a coun-~ 
cil of his friends about him, he made them a 
difcourfe much to this effeG. 

«© As to this young man, fayshe, (fpeaking 


“ of Tiberius) I have not only the kindnefs of 
a coufin-german for him, but the love and 
tenderneis of a brother; and there is nothing © 
in this world my heart is fo much fet upon, 
as to take him in for partner in the govern- 
ment, according to the appointment of his 
‘© grand-father, in his laft will and teftament. 
But youth, alas! without cxperiencc, ftands 
in more need of a governor itfelf, than of a 
commiffion to govern others. If it were not 
“ for this difficulty, how glad and ready 
* fhould I be to cafe myfelf of onc part of the 
cares and troubles of my office, over fo ma~ 
ny nations, by dividing the burden, for fear 
ot finking myfelf under the weight. But 
in the mean while, Ict him depend upon me 
tor protection and advice; not only as a 
governor to his pupil, but as a father to a 
fon, which for the future (and pray take 
*€ notice of it) fhall be the ftile betwixt us.”’ 

_ This harangue wrought fo efieétually upon 
the whole council, and the young prince him- 
felf too, that the very ground-work of the 
plot was now as good as fecured by it; for 
inftead of confirming the adoption, and pof- 
{effing Tiberius of what he had a title to, it 


{made void the grant of what was given him 


alrcady: fo that Caius was now left at liberty 
to treat his collegue and co-partner in the em= 
pire, at what treacherous ratehe pleafed. For 
the Roman Jaw gives parents an abfolute au- 
thority over their children, and it gives the 
fupreme magiftrate alfo as uncontroublable a 
power over the people, acting all things at 
willand pleafure ; fo that Caius had no more 
to do toward the gaining of his point, than 
firft to declare Tiberius an enemy, and then 
to treat him like one, whether he were one or 
no. And this he did, without any regard, ci- 
ther to his years, or to an old acquaintance; 
or finally, to his quality, as a perfon that had. 
been trained up by the emperor in a profpeét 
of the fucceffion: for after the death of Drufus, 
Tiberius was to be reputed a fon rather than a 
grand-child. 

THERE goesa report, that Caius command- 
ed Tiberius to do execution upon himfelf, and 
at the fame time ftri€tly prohibited feveral 
tribunes and centurions, who were then pre- 
fent, to affift him in the aétion, upon a point 
of honour forfooth, that it was not for the 
dignity of the blood royal to be fpilt by a 
common hand. So careful he wasof doing 
things in form, that he made a feruple of the 
very murder itfelf that was not committed ac- 
cording to law, and covered his hypocrify with 
a mask of holinefs. 

Tuis innocent prince, that had never feen 
blood drawn either in jeft or in earneft, no 
not fo much as in a mock-combat, or the re- 
prefentation of a battle ina time of peace ; an 
exercife well known among princes and men 
at arms: this prince, J fay, what did he do, 
but firft offer his throat to every man he met, 
and then when he faw no body would-do him 
the good office, he took a poinard himfelf, 
and asked the people-where he fhould ftrike, 
to make the fureft difpatch of a miferable life. 
They told him how and where, and he fol- 
lowed their dire€tion over and over. After 
this manner was Tiberius taught in his extre- 
mity how to murder himfelf. 


CHAP. 





to 
CHAP. Iv. 


Caius pits Macro to death, to whom he ftood in- 
debted for his life and fortune. 


"Le HIS was Caius’s. mafter-piece, and the 
great difficulty of hislife and reign was 
now furmounted; for he had no competitor 
to fear, nor any man of credit that was able 
to make a party againft him. The next blow 
was at Macro, wherein he fhew’d himfelf 
cruel and ungrateful to the higheft degree. 
‘T'u1s Macro had done him many figna] and 
faithful fervices, not only after his coming to 
the crown, when a parafite, or a court-ilat~ 
terer, would have done the famething ; but c- 
ven before his advancement alfo, or I might 
have faid in orderto it; for he was look’d 
upon as the chief inftrument that prevailed up- 
on ‘Tiberius to make choice of him for his fuc- 
eeffor. Tiberius was now in ycars, and ever 
crafty, both upon the account of a natural fa- 
gacity, and along experience, and one that 
underftood men perfectly well: he had enter- 
tain’d a greatmany jealoufies concerning Caius, 
as a mortal enemy to the wholc Claudian fa- 
mily; or if he had any tendernefs for his re- 
lations, it was for thofe, he thought, by the 
mother-fide. ‘This put a great many trouble- 
fome f{cruples into his head, what would be- 
come of the poor child if he himfelf fhould 
die before him, Neither did he look upon 
Caius as a perfon competent for, the weight of 
the commitfion he pretended to, but as a man 
that had neither folid fenfe nor civility 5 and 
one that, by the levity and inconfiftence of his 
words and attions, one would have judged 
fearce well in his wits. Macro did all how- 
ever that was poflible to be done, for the re- 
moving of thefe jealoufics, and the keeping of 
Tiberius quite andeafy. He would be often 
telling him how greata deference and venc- 
ration Caius had for his perfon and dignity.; 
and in particular, fo generous a fricndihip and 
refpeét for hiskinfman, that he would be glad 
with all his hearst to fee him the fingle lord of 
the whole empire, if it might ftand wich the 
publick good: and that his modcfty and re- 
ferve had the ill fortune to be miftaken for 
want of fenfe and refolution. But this would 
not do, and when Macro perceived it, he of- 
fered to become bound body for body, that it 
fhould be all made good upon the firft occa~- 
fion. Now Macro being a man of.a tried fi- 
delity to the Cefars, and more exprefly yet to 
Tiberius himfelf in the confpiracy of Scjanus, 
(which Macro both deteéted and -crufhed) 
there was no room left fora doubt upon the 
faith and credit of the mediator : for, to fhorten 
the ftory, Macro was never well but when he 
was doing Caius fome good office or other, 
and comménding him to ‘Tiberius; at leaft if 
it could be called a commendation to defend. 
a man againft dark furmifes and reports, and: 
uncertain accufations, But in one word, he; 
could not have done more for the ncareft rela-. 
tion he had in the world, than he did for: 
Caius. Some would haveit that this was done: 
in confideration of the good underftanding that: 
had always been betwixt Caius and Macro, 
who was at that time highly in credit with 
the emperor. Others afcribed it to an intrigue 
with Macro’s wife, who for fome private rea- 
fons, beft known to herfelf, was perpetually 
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importuning her husband on the behalf of the 
young man, to do him upon all occafions the 
beft offices he could ; and there’s no refitting 
the charms of a wanton woman that manages 
with art and addrefs. ; 

_Now Macro, who knew. nothing as yet that 
his wife had difhonour’d:his bed, attributed 
all her-fondnefles and carefles to the force of a 
conjugal affeétion, and was thereby fo far im= 
pofed upon, that he took the moft deadly enec- 
mies he had in the world for his trucft {riends. 
He was confcious to himfelf how faithfully he 
had ferved Caius in feveral extremities, where 
his life was at flake; and in the confidence of 
that merit, he had fome fort of right, 
he thought, to be plainer with him than 
another man; for his bufinefs was, like a 
great mafter, to make his work perfeét, and 
lafting, by preferving him both. from him- 
felf and others. As for cxample,; when 
he faw him fometimes aflcep. ar. the . ta- 
ble, he would take the freedom now and then 
to wake him, with a private hint, that ic was 
neither decent nor fafe; for it laid him: open 
to any man that had a defign upon his life. 
And {fo at any time when Caius was degrading 
himfelf by giving too fond an attengion to buf= 
foons and tumblers, or laughing out-right at 
the fcurrilous conceits.of a jefter, or-perha ps 
playing a part himfelf, in a band of common: 
fidlers, if it was Macro’s hap to be,.withia 
reach of him, it was his way to give-him a 
private jog with his clbow, a :difcouraging 
wink, or fome fecret whifper, and at rhe end 
of all, this following admonition: — - 

“Ir isnot for-you, fir, to fee, hear, and 

“* gratify your fenfes, like other men, .but you 
“¢ are to advance yourfelfas much above the reft 
“© of the world in the dignity of your mind, 
“. as yonare in the elevation of your fortune. 
“ For what can be more incongruous, than 
“ for the mafter of the world to.entertain him- 
“* felf with the amufements of finging, danc- 
‘ing, infipid jefting, and other fopperies of 
““ that kind! Whereas it is his. part,: ini all 
cafes, times, and places, to uphold the.ma+ 
jefty of an imperial prince, as a fhepherd fet 
over the whole flock, and be improving his 
character daily.” But Macro went further 
yet. : 5 2% eae G 
“ ‘Wuen it fhall be your hap, fays -he, to 
“ be at the Circus, the theatre, or any. other 
€ publick fpectacle or exercife, -you are: not fo 
“¢ much to attend-the thing in itfelf, as the 
© induftry in the compofure, and?to reafonthe 
*¢ matter thus: if people: take fuch. care and 
‘¢ pains to pleafe the {peétators, without any 
“ benefic to mankind,. purely for popular ap- 
“ planfe, and at-laft.reckon it as an: ample 
“ reward to carry-thecaufe withcredit,; what 
‘¢ fhall we expeét from the profeffion of a 
“ much more excellentart, thatis ro fay, the 
“© art of government, which provides: for til- 
“ Jage, planting, navigation, and the fecurity 
« of commerce, inthe eftablifhment of a reci- 
** procal See of commodities: all: over 
“** the provinces for the fupply one of another ? 
“¢,Nor but that fome -perfons and places have 
* been tainted with ‘2 venomous envy for this 
 biefled proyifion and: agreement 3.::but the 
“© malignity never went fo far however, as to 
‘© poifon the whole world; no, nor-the grea- 
“* ter part of it; here and there a man, ora 
“ family, or perhaps a city or two, might be 
** con- 
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‘© concerned ; but for whole countries, or na- 
“© tions, there has been nothing of it; efpe- 
“ cially fince your illuitrious family has had 
“ the adminiracion of the government: but 
“the moniters that formerly had the conti- 
*€ dence to domineer in the very hearts of the 
“© towns, are now glad to fhitt tor chemielves, 
“ like wild beatts, into caves and hiding~ 
*¢ holes, snd have lett us in exchange a bene- 
“ ficial intercourfe of correfpondence with all 
“ quarters of the earth; which is all fub- 
“ jected entirely to your good pleafure and 
“ “conduét, This empire, in fine, looks like 
‘a mighty thip, and yourfelf by providence 
“ fer at the helm, where you ure lett an- 
* iwerable tor the fatery ot the veffel, as you 
“C tender the good of mankind. Wherefore 
‘© pray be fure to have a care of it, and make 
“ie the butinefs and comtort of your life, to 
*© promote the happineis of your people. Pri- 
“© vate perfons may do many good offices a- 
mong themfelves, fome one way, and fome 
“« another, both publick and private; bur it 
“is trom the bouncy and wifdom ofthe prince 
alone, that the people can ever pretend to 
“ be tree and eatv. He mutt have an open 
% hand, and a large foul, and no bar to his 
“ liberality, but what thall be found necef+ 
fary tor a referve, to antwer all the ends, 
the needs, and the chances of govern. 
© ment’. 

Here was a great deal of good-will and 
friendly advice cait away to very little pur- 
pofe; tor Caius inftead of being the better 
for’t, was the worfe; and Macro utterly ruin- 
ed, over and above, for the good office; 
his ccunfel reje€ted, and his perfon treated 
with contempt. For Caius had taken fuch an 
averfion to him, that when he faw him at any 
time coming towards him, at a diftance, he 
would be faying to thofe about him : 

** Look you, firs, here comes my governor! 
‘© but Ithank my ftars for it, fam out of my 
“* wardfhip : he fets up for my matter too, but 
“Tam patt a boy; and fo likewife for a mo- 
*¢ nitor to one that underftands the world bet- 
** ter than himfelf. The pedant takes upon 
“¢ him to initruét an emperor how to behave 
“© himfelt coward his fubjeéts; and an empc- 
** ror much betcer acquaineed in all che arts 
*© of court-politicks than he can pretend to be. 
“© This man now has the vanity to aét the 
** pare of my matter; but I would tain know 
“where he learne thac skill himfelf that I 
“ want. Alas! T have been trained up from 
“my cradle to the myfteries of ftate, under 
** variety of cutors; as tather, brothers, un- 
“cles, coulins, grand-tachers, great-grand- 
fathers; belide a continued fuceeflion of fo 
many great princes in a right linc, both by 
father and mother, to fay nothing of the 
feeds of royal vire.es that fhew themfelves 
commonly in the torming of a governor. 
For as children many times refemble their 
parents, not in face and manners only, butin 
their very motions, humours, habits, geftures, 
 &e, fo does nature intule royal abilities in- 
** to the very veins ot a governor. And fhall 
*“ a for take upon him now to inftruét me in 
“ che mytterics of an art that I brought into 
“ the world with me? And yct here’s an 
© obfeure, mean wretch, that has the face to 
lic tutoring, me upon a fubjeét he knows no- 
“ thing at all of himfelf”’ 
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Caius was by this time fo cmbittered againtt 
Macro, that nothing Icfs than his life would 
ferve his turn; and whether the charge were 
true or falfe, it did not fignify, provided on- 
ly matter of accufation was exhibited again{t 
him that would bear a colour to make it plau- 
fible. When his head was working upon this 
thought, a certain expreflion of Macro’s was: 
pitcch’d upon, for the ground of an impcach- 
ment. 

* Catus, fays he, isa man of my making, 
and as much, if not more, obliged to me for 
“ what he is, than to him that begot him. [rc 
was my intereft, that not only once, but 
“¢ thrice, refcued him from the rage of Tibe- 
*€ rius, when he would have put himto death. 
“© And thenafter the death of Tiberius, when 
‘¢ the Pretorian bands were under my com- 
“¢ mand, I gave up my guards into his hands, 
‘© with this monitory precaution, that the em-~ 
*¢ pire could never be fafe and entire, but in 
‘* the hands of a fingle perfon.” 

This was all true beyond contradiction, and 
not withour the approbation of feveral thar 
heard it, who were not as yet acquainted with 
the dark and flippery ways of Caius, and that 
diflémbling and hypocrify were his mafter- 
piece, In fhort, ic was not many days before 
the unfortunate Macro, and his wife, were 
both taken out of the way, by a barbarity an- 
fwerable in the other extreme, to the degree 
of fo many generous fervices. But this is the 
ungrateful man’s way of reckoning with his 
benefactors; and it was an honeft man’s reward 
too, for faving the life of a brute, and fetting 
a moniter upon the throne. There goes a re- 
pore that the man and the woman were both. 
forced to lay violent hands upon themfelves, 
notwichftanding the tendernefs of Cefar for 

\his miftrefs. But the gluts and the lothings 
jof an irregular love are unaccountable, 











CHAP. Y, 


Caius puts his father-in-law M. Silanus to death, 
and feveral others. 


HEN this treacherous prince had rid 

himfelf of the danger of a competitor, 
and cut off Macro, with his whole family to a 
fingle man, in requital for the faving of his 
life and cmpirc, his third exploit was to be 
upon his father-in-law, M.Silanus, which he 
look’d upon as his matter-picce. 

Tis Marcus Silanus was a brave man, and 
nobly born; and his danghter dying young, 
the father paid Caius the fame refpeéts {il, af 
hot greater, afterwards than he had done be~ 
fore; not doubting of a reciprocal return, and 
not Imagining what a wearher-cock he had to 
do withal. Silanus being a frank plain-deal- 
ing Man, was often defeanting upon the topick 
of morals and politicks, as the offices and fun- 
clions of a prince, and the meafures of good 
manners and government. Now this was a 
freedom that he had fome fort of title to, by 
his quality and ftation: betide that the wound 
of his daughter’s death, being yer freth and 
biceding upon him, the fenfe of the affinity, he 
thoucht, could not be fo foon forgotten. But 
Caius took all manner of good counsel for re= 
presen and confequently his beft friends for 

is mortal enemies: himfelf being fo wife, fo 
cuore 
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valianc, fo temperate, fo juft, and, in fine, every § 


way fo perfeét and accompliih’d in his own 
conceit, that he reckoned _it as a fcandal tobe 
charged with the very poffibility of being bet~ 
ter: fo that whoever pretended to advife him, 
did it at his own peril. 


barity with a treacherous practice upon the 
life of her own father, and, at the fame time, 
to the moft indulgent father-in-law under the 
fun, in the fame perfon. The fame of this 


murder, and others little Iefsconfiderable, that | 


followed upon it, ftruck the whole world with 
horror and indignation, but they kept their 
thoughtstothemfelves, for fear of the wortft. But 
for the people now, thatare eafily impofed upon, 
and firm to nothing ; the people, I fay, were fo 
far from believing it poflible for a prince to be 
fo human, candid, and generous onc day, and 


fo mercilefs, falfe, and bloody the next, that | 
they took upon them the juftification of what } 


he had done, and to plead the equity of the | 
or the fenate, Silanus being the glory of that 


caufe in his defence. 


As to what concerns the death of young | 


Tiberius: “ "Tis againft nature, they faid, to 
‘¢ admit a partner in fovereignty, and it was 


© only an act of prevention, to take away the | 
“ life of a man that would otherwife have { 
* taken away his life, if he had gor him in| 
Now Caius, in this action, was } 


“¢ his power. 
“* not fo properly to be called a murderer, as 
< an inftrument of divine providence, in re~- 
“¢ moving Tiberius out of the way, for the 
<< common good of mankind, for fear of fac- 
“¢ tions, and'parties; fome drawing one way 
“ and fome another, fo as to embroil the em~- 
“ pire in the miferies both of a forcign and 
* of an inteftine war. Now peace is un- 
€ doubtedly the greateft of bleflings, and 
<¢ what is it but an orderly government that 
“keeps people quict? thatis to fay, a go- 
** yvernment where no competitions arc cncou- 
£€ yaged by any divifion of the princes.” 
Tury had their reafonings likewife upon 
the cafe of Macro: “ Macro, they cried, was 
“© 4 proud haughty man; and had forgot the 
« Delphick oracle, that bids every man[ Know 
“ himfclf] giving to underfland, that who- 
< ever digetis that leflon well, can never be 
«“ miferable, nor any man happy withont it. 


«© What has a fubjc& to do in the province of | 


© a prince, or to take upon him to teach his 


“ -maftcr his duty? ° 
* vince to command, and the fubjects to o- 


“ bey.” At this rate it is that the filly people 


defcant upon wholfome counfels and admo- | 


nitions; partly for want of fenfe to diftinguifh 
onc thing from another ; and partly for want of 
honefty and plain-dealing, in the confounding 
both of names and things, : 

Tury made alfo a great many carping: re- 
ficétions on the behaviour of Silanus : “* How 
ridiculous he rendered himfelf in claiming 
“ the fame authority over a fon-in-law that 
“ 4 father had over his own fon: whereas pri- 
“© vate citizens make no difficulty of giving 
«“ way to ‘their own children, in cafe of any 
“ honourable charge or preferment , but this’ 
“ man had the confidence, without the very 
“ pretence of being fo much ‘as a dather-in- 


wn 





He had a quarrel alfo [ 
to Silanus, as a kind of check upon him in the } 
courfe of his extravagant lufts; and in that fit 

_ of outrage he bad a final adieu to the memo- } 
ry of his dead wife, and followed the bar- 


‘one eXtreme to another. OO 





*Tis the fovercign’s pro- | 


law, to intermeddle in matters-he had no- 
thing to do withal, for the affiniry died 
“¢ with the daughter. Marriage ’tis truc,-ties 
“¢ families together for the prefent, ‘ but- the 
death of either parry dillolves the relae’ 
© tion,” Ss one: 
‘This was the talk every where, to fave the 
empcror’s ‘credit as far as poffible: ‘for the 
high opinion they had of this prihce’s:charac~ 
ter above all others, for bounty and good na-- 
ture, had fo-far prepoflefled thefii'in his favour, 
that they could not think any thing amifs of' 
him, efpecially upon fo fudden a ‘change from: 


“ 
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CHAP VEL 

Caius Sets up for a denti-god.:- 
HESE three horrid outrages. commit- 
ted upon tlic perfonsof Tibcrius,:Macro, 
and Silanus, were as good to Caius as fo many 
triumphs over the empire 5 for now thefe three 
were gone, he had nothing morce'to fear, ‘ci- 
ther from the impérial family, ‘the foldiery, 








illuftrions body. But now he had fubjected 
the world to his power, an arrogaiit freak of 


| vanity carried him farther yet, and nothing 


would ferve him but divine honours,:'and tran- 
flating of the emperor into a demi-god. Now 
the ground of the whimfy was this, 

He fancy’d to himfelf, that, ‘*-asthemafter 
“ and Icader of troops and flocks of bealts, as 
“ fhepherds, goat-herds, herdfmen, and the 
“ like, arenot fheep, goats, nor oxen, them-. 
“ felycs, but reafonable creatures, ‘and infix 
‘ nitely above them ; fo fhould the fupreme 
“ governor of mien in fociety, be allowed to 
© have fomewhat in him above the feale of 
‘* human nature, that may deferve’a place a- 
* mong the gods.” 

Tits fantaftical imagination no fooner pof- 
fefled his head, but the foolery went down 
with him fora truth; and fhew’d itfelf foon 
after, inthe cflects-of his blafphemous phrenfy 5 
ashe proceeded farther and farther fill by 
degrees. The firlt ftep of his ambition was to 
bea demi-god ; fuch an one as Bacchus, Her- 
cules, Cattor, Trophonius, Amphiaraus, -Am- 
philochns, and the like. We made himfelf 
{port all this while, with their’ oracles and 
ceremonies, but fill alluming to himfelf what 
he rook away from others: 2th PL 

Anp then he would be changing habits, and 
perfons, like a comedian upon the flage. 
while he would act Hercules, with his lion’s 
skin, and his club 3. another while he would. 
drefs himfelf with a cap’ upoti his head, and. 
perfonate Caftor. ‘Sonictimes ‘again, he would. 


a 


| appear ina Maun’s skin, and his Thyrfus wrap’d 


upinivy, in imitation of: Bacchus. Bat he 
had this peculiar to himfelf, that ‘whereas his 


{fellow demi-gods were well cnough content 


with their feveral enfigns, and privileges aparty. 
Caius engrofs’d them all to’ himfelf, for ‘his’ 
ewn greater honour, in the outdoing even of 
thof¢ chathe envy’d.7* Eh eR IE oe 
Buy that which drew the greateft' train ‘of 
followers after him, was'noe tlidt, hé had three 
bodies like Geryon, but What’ was more’ Wwon- 
derful, the turning of one body into fo'many 
fhapes, like the ‘Egyptian Proteus in Homer, 
“or 7 who 


Onc . 





755 





7§6 





who cransforms himfelf into animals, the cle- 
ments of fire and water, and what not? 

Bur what are you the better, Caius, for 
this way of refembling the figures of the demi- 
gods, without imicating their vircues? The 
labours and the hazards of Hercules, were all 
employ’d for the good of mankind, in deli- 
vering the world, both at fea and land, from 
the montters that infeftedic. Bacchus planted 
and cultivated the vines, and drew a cordial 
drink trom chem in the juice of the grape, that 
cheers both body and mind, It lays our cares 
afleep, and at the fame time makes us forget 
our misfortunes, and hope for better. Wine, 
in fhort, givesus health, ftrength, and attivity : 
private perfons, cities, and families, are all 
the better tor it; and a cheerful cup is but a 
tranfition from labour to reft ; and when all is 
done, “tis a comfort and relief, both to Greeks 
and Barbarians, and their feaits, merry-meet- 


ings, mufick, and dancings, are wholly owing: 


ta it. Ler this fuffice now to the honour otf 
wine. 
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tues labours and bold adventures, whole- 
ome laws, righteous judgments, plenty both 
at fea and land, and all to eftablifh peace and. 
commerce over the face of the univerfe? ‘This 
is a fhore charaéter of Hercules, and lect: us 
now compare the copy with the original, and. 
fee what a pi€ture we have gotten of that hero 
in Caius. A dull, flothful, wretched mor- 
tal, and fo far from brave, that he’s as timo- _ 
rous as ahare: nothing of order, quiet, or 
comfort, but on the contrary, fedition, mife- 
ry, and tumult, where-ever he comcs. And 
this Caius fetting up at laft for a demi-god in 
imitation of Hercules. _ a 

Now fpeak, Caius, isit for thy butchery 
and tyranny, that thou hopeft to be made a 
God? or is it thy {pite to mankind, to con~ 
fider, that being immortal thyfelf, all the 
plagues thou haft brought upon the world mutt 
be likewife cverlafting ? Now I am of ano- 
ther opinion, and that if thou wert already 
upon the very lift for a God, the lewdnefs of 
thy life would bring thee down again, into a 


Now as to Jupiter’s twotwins, Caftor andj ftate of mortality; for if virtue can make a 


Pollux, the one of them was immortal, they; God, wickednefs confequently will degrade 
fay, and the other mortal ; and the immortal! him. Ie is not for the murderer of his brother 
brother had fo paffionate a tendernefs for the| to take fanétuary under the proteétion of the 
other, that he chofe rather to devolve part of| moft illuftrious friendfhip betwixt two brothers 
his own privilege upon his brother, and to| that ever was heard of; neither is it for any 
{ubje& himfelf to the fate of other mortals,| man to entitle himfelf to the merits of Hercu- 
than to outlive fo dear a friend: ‘* For, (fays{ les and Bacchus, that lives in a contradiétion 


“© he) what will my immortality fignify to 
‘© me, aiter my brother’s death, but an ever- 
‘«« lafting mourning for fo irreparable a lofs ?” 
Whereupon, he bethought himfelt of an ex- 
pedient, to compound the difficulty, by di- 
viding the mortality and immortality of the 
two brothers equally betwixt them, and fix- 
ing two different natures upon the fame bort~ 
tom of equiry and reafon. 

Now thefe worthics were famous men in 
their generations, and fo they continue to this 
day, both for their perfonal piety, and the 
gocd cffices they have render’d to the publick; 
upon which account they have made them~ 
felves venerabie for their virtue. But now, 
Caius, what great or good thing did you ever 
do, to entitle yourfelf to the honuur of a demi- 
god ° To begin with Caftor: inftead of emu- 
lating the heroical bravery of fo generous a 
friend and brother, your merit lies in the mer- 
cilefs and inhuman murder of an innocent 
prince, your own flefh and blood, and right- 
tul co-partner in the empire; and that murder 
follow’d with the banifhment of his fifters, to 
fecure your ufurpation. Or what have you 


‘done after the precedent of Bacchus ? what 


new invention, that the world was ever the 
better for? Is mankind ever the eafier, or the 
happier, for you? But, to your praife be it 
{poken, you have found out inventions indeed: 
inventions, that like an epidemical peftilence 
turm joy into heavinefs and mourning, and 
make all people weary of their lives. And 
pray what’s the return you make for the vait 
treafures that come flowing daily into your 
coffers, from the four quarters of the earth, to 
gratify an infatiable avarice, but infupportable 
impofitions, by unheard. of taxes-and tributes, 
to make the burden of the oppreffion odious 
and intolerable? Is this a way of proctrding 
now, after the example of Bacchus? 


to their principles of honour and virtue. 








CHAP. VIL 
Caius grows worfe and worfe, and fets up for a 
god of a fiperior order. 


rPie madnefs of Caius was by this time 
advanced to fo extravagant a pitch, that 
a demi-god’s place would not now content 
him, without entring into a competition with 
the gods of the firftrate; as Apollo, Mars, and 
Mercury. He began with Mercury, and fo . 
drefs’d himfelf up in all che ornaments and 
enfigns of his dignity, as the mantle, the 
white rod, the wings and buskins; valuing 
himfelf all this while -upon order, in confu- 
fion itfelf, and reafon in the head of a man 
whofe brain was diftemper’d with the phren= 
fy. When he was weary of being Mercury, 
he laid afide that mafquerade, and perfonated 
Apollo, with a radiant crown upon his head, 
a bow and arrows in his left hand, and the 
graces held forth inhis right ; intimating, thar 
we fhould be forward and ready to do good 
offices, but backward and flow to- punifh. 

After this, there were holy fongs and dances 
exhibited to thisnew god; though well en- 
ough fatisfied but a little before in the perfon 
of Bacchus, with the appellations of Liber, 
Evius and Lyceus. He would then again, by 
fits, be affuming the perfon of Mars, accou~ 
ter’d with a coftly head-piece, fword and 
buckler; taking his march, with his priefts 
and bravoes on.each hand of him, and fo act 
Mars himfelf to the life, in the execution of 
‘his blood-thirfty cruelties, This horrid fpec- 
tacle ftruck an aftonifhing terror into all that 
beheld it ; to fee a counterfeit ufurp upon the 
honours of thefe heroes, though a perfect 


Or what fhall we-fay in the next place to] enemy to their virtue, and.refembling them in 


the indefatigable Hercules ? 


his publick-| nothing but their habits, which have no tur- 


2 ther 





to the Emperor CAIUS. 


ther meaning than as intimations of the bounty 
and goodnefs of the gods to thofe that truly 
love and fear thém. And what’s the moral 
now of Mercury’s winged buskins, but that 
“being the meflenger or cmbaffadour ofthe gods, 
as the Greek word imports, and. the bearer of 
good tidings, (as no wife man, much lefsa 
God, would undertake to be the author of 
ill news) ’tis fit he fhould be quick in his dif- 
patches, -where hafte is fo requifice ? And what 
again does his wand.or white rod fignify, but 
the enfign of a league or a peace-maker? For 
’cis the herald that puts an end to the war ci- 
ther by agreement or truce; and without the 
inédiation of this good office we fhould be con- 
titiually deftroying one another without either 
‘end or meafure: _ But what, did Caius’s 
wings ferve him for, faving only to publifh 
the execrable lewdnefs of his ‘ie and. man- 
ners over the face of the whole carth; f{candal 
that on the contrary fhould rather have been 
bury’d in filence ? Neither was there any oc- 
cafion for the figure of a fpeedy paflage, to a 
wretch that might have ftood fab in the fame 
place, and like an, inexhauftible fountain have- 
Jaid the world under water. And what ufe 
had he again for the figure of a wand, the em- 
blem of peace, that was never the author of 
ofhe temperate word or action? For there was 
nothing where he had to do, whether among 
Greeks or Barbarians, in private houfes or in 
cities, but civil wars, heart-burnings, and fedi- 
tion: wherefore our imaginary and counterfeir 
Mercury fhould do well to quit-a name and a 
pretence he has fo little colour of a title to. 
Nerruer. is he, in the complexion of his 
mind, one jot liker Apollo than he was to Mer- 
cury. He wears a fparkling crown, ’tis true, 
with the beams of the fun artificially wrought 
uponics but what’s the fun to deeds that would 
not bear the light? An honeft and a virtuous 
action cannot have too many eyes to look upon 
it, no not the fun itfelf in his meridian glory, 
when it fhines the brightcft. But for foul, im- 
pious, and difhonourable‘practices, that will not 
ftand the teft, as they were works of darknefs, 
in the very confcience of them, fo let them 
remain condemn’d to the regions of darknefs, 
' and never fee the light. But let him change 
hands now, and take the bow and the arrows 
in his right hand, and deftroy men, women and 
children, cities and families, according to his 
cuftom, and then let him conceal the graces in| 
his left hand, unlefs he had rather throw them. 
away: for he is evidently guiltly of horrible 
oppreffions, out of an immoderate love of mo- 
ney: and then follow his rapines, with the 
murder of the proprietors; by which means 
he turns the very bounties of providence into 
a {nare, by make it a crime to be wealthy. 
And it is much the fame cafe with our mock 
Apollo in the matter of phyfick; who inftead 
of being the inventor of falutary remedies, and 
of a benevolent readinefs to affift people, e¢i- 
ther in the preventing or in the curing of dif- 
eafes, infeéts the found, makes cripples, of 
men even in perfect health, difpatches men 
‘before their time, .and enter’d fo far into the 
art of poifoning, that if divine juftice had nor 
given him a check in the courfe of his wick~ 
ednefs, there would hardly have been one 
honcft or fubftantial man left, efpecially in Italy 
_ and other populous places; for there was more 


gold and filver hoarded up in that compafs of | I might have faid, well nigh the whole uni=— 


ground than in the whole world befide, But 


he began at home, .and fhew’d himfelf the . 
fcourge, the plaguc, and the ruin ‘of thé peo~ ° 


ple. Apollo was as.famous alfo for his pre= 
di@tions as'for his phyfick 5 but all fill for 
the good of mankind: for when people were 
in the dark and doubtful, and in danger of 
taking good for.evil, he never fail’d with his 
oracles to fer. them right, and to keep them 
from wavering: nay, his fore-knowledge of 
the future was fo certain, that men belicv’d it 
as if they had feen it with their cyés. Bur 
what if we fhould.compare the doughty: ora- 
cles of Caius now :with thofe of: Apollo? his 
prognofticks of infamy, confifcations, exiles 
and executions, to all mén.of quality and me- 
rit? Where's the. affinity betwixt our nacw 
Apolloand the other, that never. did the like ? 
Wherefore let us have no more mock fongs of 
joy: and triumph, to the rune of crue ones ; 
for if the counterfeiting of a prince’s image 
upon his coin’ be: reckon’d a-crime, .a falfe 
worfhip is worfe certainly by. much than falfe 
money. z 

Bur the greateft furprize of all reft, isthe 
taking upon him to petfonate the ftrength and 
bravery of Mars, with a broken conftiruation 
that has not the foul in it of :a woman, and 
then making no more difficulty of putting the 
cheat upon the fpe¢tators, than asif it were but 
a {cene’of a play upon a ftage: But without 
defcending to particulars in our comparifon, 
take them body. and mind oe and no 
two things can be more unlike. .I donot 
{peak of the fabulous, or the phantome Mars; 
but of the other; by which we underftand the 
force ‘of a natural courage in the protection of 
the innocent, and for the relief of the oppref- 
fed, according to the derivation of the Greek 
word, “Agus from ¢eizev, to help. Mars, in 
fine, has two, names; one of them a lover of 
peace, fo far as it conduces to the good of the 
publick; and the other, as much a friend to 
war, that is fure to be attended with blood 
and confufion. \ 








CHAP. VIII.’ 


Caius’s rage againft the Fews, for refufing to pay 
hint divine honottr. 


ER E’s enough faid to fhew, that Caius 

had no pretence to lift himfelf upon the. 
roll of the gods; no, not fo much as upon 
that of the demi-gods: for there was no fort 
of agreement betwixt them, either in their na= 
ture, or in their effence; or more particularly, 
in their inclinations and manners; Men aré 
blinded with their lufts, efpecially when they 
are feconded by ambition, obftinacy, the love 
of contention, and the licentious impotency of 
unbridled appetites. But men. do not kiow 
when they are well,.and this was our rwid. 
Now Caius had nothing under the cope of 
heaven to fear, but the Jews, to crofs him in 
his defign; being a people train’d up from their 
cradle under the care of parents, tutors, ‘and 
‘mafters, the doctrine of holy writ, and the law 
of nature, to the belief only of one God, the 
father and: creator of the world. I fpeak 
this of the Jews; forasto the reft, men and 
women, cities, nations, countries, provinces, 


verfe, 
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verfe, how much foever againft their inclina- 
tions, did neverthelefs join with the tation, 
extoll’d Caius to the skies; and confequently 
gave a kind ot fanétionto his pride and vanity. 
~ Nay there were certain Romans, that def- 
cended fo low, as to introduce the barbarous 
way of worfhip into Italy itfelt, to the 
fcandal of their libertics. But the Jews, I 
fay, were the only nation trom whom they ap- 
prehended any oppciition; a people, that ra- 
ther than pare with the leaft {cruple of their 
country’s rights, would embrace death as 
cheeriully, as if it were but entering into a 
ftare of immortality : for ’tisin this cafe as it 
is in buildings; take out one ftone, and tho’ 
the reit may fecm to ftand firm at prefent, time 
will weaken it by degrees, till it falls all to 
pieces. And the point in queftion was no trifle 
neither ; but a matter, on the contrary, of the 
higheft importance imaginable; and no lefs 
than the transforming of flefh and blood into a 
deity, and turning a mortal man into an im- 
mortal god. A moft execrable blafphemy; 
and the noticn would have been more toler- 
able, it ic had been the turning of a god into 
a man, than of a man into a god. Befide the 
gap that it would openinto all manner of wick- 
ednefs, as infidelicry and ingratitude to the 
author of all mercies and bounties, in the diftri- 
bution of .his bleffings and graces to the com- 
mon gocd and comfort of mankind. 

Tuts was it that involv’d our nation in fo 
deftruélive and mercilefs a war. For what 
greater mifery can befal a fervant, than to lie 
under the mortal hatred of his mafter’ Now 
the fubjects of emperors are fervants; but how 
eafily foever they liv’d under former emperors, 
the government of Caius made their condi-~ 
tion infupportable: a prince without any bow- 
els of humanity or compaflion; one that knew 
no other law burt his own will, and abrogated 
all other provifionsas fuperfluous. But ftill ofall 
ether people under the fun, ours were certain- 
lv the moft defpicable of flaves and drudges, 
under the arbitrary rigour of a tyrannical mon- 
fier, inftcad of a father of his people. 


CHAP. IX. 


The horrid outrages of the Alexaudrians againft 
the Feus, upon this cccafion of Caius’s perfe- 
cution. 


HE Alexandrians no fooner came to 

underftand the malicious intentions of 
Catus againft the Jews, but the populace im- 
mediately laid hold of the occafion to revenge 
themfelves upon them, for an old grudge, 
and fo enter’d into a confpiracy to put all ina 
tumult. The work went on fo unanimoufly, 
that it look’d as if the emperor himfelf had 
been a party to the uproar, or that we had 
been all prifoners at mercy: fo brutal and 
bloody was the execution they did upon us ; 
breaking open of houfes, turning man, wo- 
man, and child our of doors, and then rifling 
and carrying away all they could lay their 
hands on that was valuable. And this not 
done under any awe neither, or in the dark, 
like common night-thieves, that are afraid of 
being taken up and brought to juftice ; but 
they committed thefe robberies in the: very face 
of the fun, fhewing what they had gotten to 


Naren Re 


every tedy they met, with as much confidence 
asif it had been an inheritance or a purchafe. 
Nay, they had companies and focicties amiong 
themfelves, that went dharers in the booty, 
dividing the fpoil, even in the market-place, 
and the proprietors themfelves, as it fell out 
fometimes, looking on, whom they mock’d 
and vilify’d with fcorns and virulent railings 
over and above. 

Tu1s was a hard cafe, at leaft, if it may 
pafs for one, to have men’ of qualicy and ¢- 
{tates turn’d ont of all ina moment, and made 
beggars without fe much as knowing their 
fault. But fo it was, that they were fore’d 
from their habitations, and expos’d like vaga- 
bonds to the wide world, to perifh with heat 
or ftarve with cold, no provifions being al- 
low’d them to-fuppore life. And this was all 
nothing yet, to that which follow’d. For af 
ter the cooping up of fo many thoufands of 
men, women, and children, in a narrow place, 
like beafts in a pound, without the neceflaries 
of life, they made no doubt of finding them 
in a few days a pile of carcaffes, for want ci- 
ther of food or of breath; the place being 
clofe and fmothering, and the air corrupted 
with malignant vapours from the vitiated lungs 
of a confus’d crowd of people: which in this 
cafe is but adding fire to fire. - Now the body 
is hot in itfelf, and that heat requires a re- 
frefhing air from without to affift refpitation ; 
but hot upon hot puts all out of order. 

Sucu, in fine, were the difficalties of this 
place, that there was no longer any living in 
it for wantof air; fothat the poor people were 
forc’d abroad in this extremity: forme with- 
drew toward the fea-fide, others betook them- 
felves to fome remote burying places; fome 
one way, fome another, and all gafping for 
breath. As for thofe that ftay’d behind, in 
any other part of the city, or came into it af 
terward during this outrage, without knowing 
any thing ot the matter, thefe miferable 
wretches were batter’d with tiles and brick- 
bats, their limbs broken, and their brains 
beaten out with cudgels, and thofe parts of 
the body principally aim’d at, where the 
wound or the bruife was moft likely to be mor- 
tal. And it far’d not much better with thofe 
neither, who were coop’d up, as Ifaid, in that 
narrow corner of the city, where they were 
befet with fpies, in cafe any of them fhould 
venture upon an efcape ; which was reafona- 
bly to be expeéted, not fo much for their own 
fakes, as to fave their families from perifhing 
by hunger, The Alexandrians kept a ftrict 
guard upon that quarter; and fo many as they 
found attempting to get away, they put them 
firft to the torture, and then to death; and no 
cruclty was thought too much for them. There 
was another body of thefe brutes that planted 
themfelves upon the river fidc, to lie in wait 
there for the Jewith merchants, and their ef- 
fects, which they took away in fight of the 
owners, and then burnt them alive; making 
ufe of the cabins, oars, and tember vef- 
fel for the fuel. Others were burnt in 
the middle of the city, and in a way 
much more terrible; for they made: ufe 
cf the bruth-wood inftead of billets, and 
when they had kindled it, they threw the mi- 
ferable wretches intothe fire; but the branches 
being moift and grcen, the fmoke was ftronger 
than the flame, and Icft no coals behind. 

There 
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ty, and a violent prince, fhould ever be pleas’d 
with any thing fo like a mockery, under the 
cover of a reverential refpeét! And yer they 
had the face to value themfelves upon the me- 
rit of what they had done, and to expeét a re- 
ward for it, But the fervice they laid the 
greateft ftrefs upon, was the turning of fo ma- 
ny oratories into new temples, and encrealing 
the number of them ; wherein nothing can be 
more certain than that they did nor fo. much 
confult the honour of their mafter, as the gra~ 
tifying of their own paffions, in wreaking 
their fpice all manner of ways upon the Jews. 
As for cxample: there were a matter of ten 
kings, in the fpace of three hundred years, 
and not fo much as one image or ftatue con- 
fecrated to any of them.; notwithftanding that 
they treated them at the fame time, in the 
ftile and title of gods. ’Tistrue they knew 
them to be but men all this while, when they 
made gods of them. And why not a god of a 
man, as well as a god of a ferpent, a croco- 
dile, a bird, a beaft, a fifh, and the like ? as 
we find in the Egyptian temples, altars, and 
groves, that are confecrated to the honour of 
thofe creatures. 

Bur as thefe people are the groffeft flatter« 
‘ers under the fun, and court princes for their 
fortunes, rather than for their perfons and vir- 
tucs, they will be anfwering perhaps, that as 
the emperors are greater, and more confider- 
able than’the Prolemies, fo ’tis but reafonable 
they fhould have more honour done them than 
the other. A moft ridiculous pretence! For 
at that rate, why had not Oétavianus * the 
fame honours done him before Caius, to whom 
Caius ftood indebted forthe empire: a prince, 
that after arcign of three and forty * years, 
both ar fea and land, did not leave fo much as 
the leaft fpark or profpeét of a war, either in 
Greece or Barbary, but lived in the conftant 
pofleffion of peace, and in the enjoyment of. 
the bleffings of it to his dying day. And yet 
this prince after all had none of thcefe honours 
done him. Was it for want of blood and fa- 
mily, to entitle him tothis preferment? No, 
no; there was no defeét that way, for he was 
much fuperior to Caius both by father and mo- 
ther. Or canit be faid that he was inferior to 
himin learning, and Iefs skill’d in the rules 
and arts of government? No man of his time 
certainly made a truer judgment of things, or 
difcourfed matters better. And for his years 
then, never any prince or emperor had the re~ 
.putation of being wife fooner, or of growing 
old more to ae honour: infomuch, ae re 
or legs: being taken out of the Gymnaafium, | was celebrated for the carly pregnancy of his 
or place of exercife, and, as they fay, dedi- | underftanding, by the diftinguifhing character 
cated of old to Cleopatra, the great grand-| of the old young prince. | . : 
mother of the laft queen of that name. Now| Amp yet this incomparable prince muft be 
whether this was well or ill done, let any | pafled over, to make way for Caius; a prince, 
mortal judge : I mean the dedication of that | that by his virtue, has in a manner furmount- 
to an emperor, that had been firft dedicated ed the very frailties of human nature, and inti- 
to a woman: befides that it was old, and out | tled himfelfby the bravery, conduct, and juftice 
of fafhion over and above, and in that refpect of ,his adminiftration, to the venerable name 
below the acceptance of an imperial patron: of Auguftus: not as an hereditary honour tranf- 
how fhould they imagine, that a vain, a haugh- | mitted to him from his anceftors, bur a glo- 


et 

and twenty years, and {peaks of Tiberius, and not of Octavianus, 

"yet “tis plain, not only from ail the feveral circumftances that follow, but alfo more only from the laft paragraph 
of this chapter, that the text is corrupted in both places, and that the exalted encomiums here given could not be- 
long to Tiberius, but to Odtavianus Cefar Auguftus; for which reafon we have correéted the text by changing the 
names aud nymber of years according to authentic pare hiftory. aie 
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There were feveral drawn alive too, with ropes 
and cords, through the ftreets, and crofs the 
market-place; the multitude infulting over 
their bodies even when they were dead : for 
‘after the quartering, and cutting’ of them 
piece-meal, they trampled them under foot, 
and with more than brutal cruelty would not 
_ let one bit of them appear to intitle them to a 
burial. 

‘Now the governor of the province; who 
might with eafe have put a ftop to the courfe 
of this popular fury, if he had had a mind to 
it: this governor, I fay, pretended a down- 
right ignorance all this while ofthe very things 
he faw and heard, which was as good asa 
commiffion to them in what they did, and an 
encouragement toworfe. There were meeting 
houfes, or places of prayer, up and down the 
city in abundance; and there it was, that the 
peoplein vaft bodies difcharg’d their fury next :. 
in fome places by grubbing up their groves and 
trees; in others, they demolifh’d the houfes 
from top to bottom: infome again, they com- 
mitted all to the flames; but in fuch a tran- 
{port of rage and madnefs, that the fire took 
the adjoining buildings; as ’tis hard putting a 
ftop to a conflagration where thcre’s combutti- 
ble matter to work upon: to fay nothing of 
the monumental and _ illuftrious memorials, 
that were fet up by feveral of the Roman cm- 
perors, in honour of the Jews, and were all 
confum’d at thefame time; as bucklers, crowns, 

_ and garlands, gilt ftatues, with their titles and 
infcriptions, &c. which all people had a vene- 
ration for. But the faction was at that time 
ftark mad. ‘ 

Awnp now to fortify themfelves yet more in 
the prince’s favour, and to fecure Caius like- 
wife, all that was poffible, in the execution 
of his bloody defigns, they apply’d them- 
felves to. new arts of flattery and infinwation, 
and this was the way they went to work. 

‘THERE were a great many oratories, where 
the Jews would have been too ftrong for the 
Tioters if it had come to a fcufles and thefe 
they durft not venture on, cither to burn, or 
to pull down; fo that they bethought them- 
felves of another way of proceeding, and how 
they might deftroy their worthip and their 
manners both in one; that is to fay, they 
erected Caius’s ftatue in all the meeting-places 
that they could not demolifh ; and inthe chief 
of them, a chariot with four horfes of brafs ; 
an invention that feveral officious zealots were 
fo fond of, as for want of others, to make ufe 
of old rufty jades, without cither ears, tails, 
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Ticug title, that began in himfelf and will de- 
deend to his pofterity. 

Tne whole world was in a flame, both at 
fea and land, when this mighty prince came to 
the government. Vhe quarrel in fhort was 
empire; the maritime, and the inland pro- 
vinees engaged init under the command of the 
braveft men among the Romans, party againft 
party, and the grcateft part of the world con- 
cerned in the difpate; nation againit nation, 
and people againit. people, to the degree of 
endangering a total devaftation, in the confe- 
quences of fo bloody a conteit: for not only 
the happincfs, but the very being of mankind 
was at itake upon the iflue, it providence, in 
the critical nick of this juncture, when their 
hearts were ready to fink under the burden, 
had not railed up a prince of an illuitrious fa- 
mily, like a guardian angel to their deliver- 
ance, And this prince was that Cefar, that by 
charming the winds and the waves, and lay- 
ing the tlorm, fettled the whole race of man- 
kind in an univerfal peace: tne prince that 
brought a remedy for all fores, that had f{pread 
themiclves cait, weit, north, and fouth, through 
all quarters: this was he, that in his own fin- 
gle perfon, fet all the provinces at liberty, and 
put an end both to wars and robberies ; and 
when he had cleared the feascf pirates, he re- 
plenifhed them again with vetlels of trade and 
commerce, and brought order-out of confu- 
tion; reducing the moit barbarous and inhofpi- 
table of nations, to a temper of fociety and 
good-nature, and making all the towns as 
eafy as it they had been perteétly free. He 
miaintaincd peace, and adminifter’d juftice, and 
catter’d_ his bountics and good graces among 
the people, in fo generous a way of profufion, 
that they wanted tor nothing: and this was 
his courfe and practice to the cnd of his days. 
And yet after all thefe obligations, to fo great 
and glorious a bencfa¢tor, and the three and 
forty years government of Egypt over and a- 
boxe, there was no talk of ftatucs, or images, 
to his honcur in any of their oratories. But 
yet if any mortal could pretend a title toa 
re(pect fo new and extraordinary, this prince 
ot all men living had certainly the taireit 
right to it: not only, as the author of the 
auguft imperial family, and the beft defer- 
ving from all mankind; burt for taking the 
power out of many hands intoone, and affum- 
ing the care of it to himfelf, as a prince per- 
tecily skilled in the art of government. It was 
well faid, that, ‘¢ fovercignty is not to be di- 
vided,” for many voices are the caufe of many 
mitchiefs. And this isnot all ncither, for the 
whele world had decreed him divine honours, 
as temples, groves, porticos, and fuch pieces 
of curiofity and ftate, that new or old, anci- 
entor modern, the world does nor afford the 
Hike: efpecially that temple of Cefar’s in 
Alexandria, under the name of Sebaftc, a piece 
incomparubly above all others. It ftands {i- 
tuate over againit a moft commodious harbour ; 
wondertul high, and large in proportion, and 
an cminene fea-mark; full of choice paintings 
and ftatucs,with donatives and oblations in abun- 
dance; and then it is beautified all over with 
goldand filverj;the model curious,and regular in 
the difpofition of the parts, as gallcrics, libra- 
ries, porches, courts, halis, walks, and-con- 
fecratcd groves, as gloricus as expence: and 
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art could make them, and cvery thing in the 
Proper placc: belide that, the hope and com- 
tort of fea-faring men cither coming in or go- 
ing out. Shallany manthink now that infuch 
acafe as this, and in fo univerfal a confent and 
concourfe of nations, any thing was wanting, 
that was juitly duc to the honour of Cefar, 
without fetting up the ftatues in the Jews ora- 
tories. No man in his right wits can ay 
there was. But why was it omitted then ? 
Hear, and P11 tell you. 
Tuey underftood the generofity and juftice 
of Cefar fo well, that they knew he would be 
as tender of the rights and privileges. of the 
feveral provinces, as of the ceremonics of 
Rome itfelf; but he did not think fic however 
to rejeét the good-will of his blind flattererss 
not that he approved of the thing, but the dig- 
nity of the empire required it, as an artificial 
way of creating a veneration for the govern- 
ment. Weither was he one jot puffed up with 
the complimental offers, as it appears by this, 
that he would never fufter himfelfto be treat- 
ed in the ftile of God or mafter; fo great an’ 
averfion he had to fo fervile a way ot adula- 
tion. Nay he would not ftick to Acoli him- 
felf well fatisicd with the Jews refufal to 
comply with this abominable praétice: he 
would never clfe have fuffered fo contiderable 
a part of the city beyond Tyber, to continue 
in the poffcifion of the Jews, the greater part’ 
of them being freemen too, that is ro fay, 
men that having been prifoners of wur, were 
fet at liberty by their mafters, to live accord- ~ 
ing to the laws of their country and profef~ 
fion. He was no ftranger to the nature of their 
oratories, and their worfhip there on the fab- 
bath-days, efpecially, according to the prac- 
tice of their fore-fathers. He knew well c- 
nough too of the colleétions they made, and 
the fending of them up to Jerufalem, under 
the naine of firft fruits; and of minifters they” 
had to offer facrifice for them; and yet he 
neither turned them out of the city, nor in- 
flicted any other punifhment upon them, as he 
might have’ done. Nay, and in Palefimac it- 
felt, the Jews were allowed the liberty of their 
country’s worfhip, without putting any check 
or reftraint upon them, either in the matter of 
their oratories, or in the freedom: of their le- 
giflative affemblics. Neither did he fhew any: 
diflike to the folemn cuftom of offering up of 
firft fruits; but on the contrary, he had fo 
great a reverence for our holy worfhip, that’ 
we have the prefents yet to fhew, of almoft all: 
his domefticks, in that temple of ours, in roken 
of his approbation: befide his exprefs order 
for the offering up of daily facrifices to the most’ 
high God, at his own charge ; which cuftom! 
is in practice to this day, and will continue fo’ 
for cver as a monument to the everlafting ho- 
nour of this pious emperor. And then upon 
any occafion of a monthly diftribution of mo- 
ney and corn to be made among the people, he 
took care that the Jews might have their pro- 
portion of the charity: or if the day for the 
difpofing of it happened to fall out upon the 
Jews fabbath, when our pcople were not al- 
lowed -either-to give..or .take,..or.ta.da any 
fort of work, efpecially for profit, the officers 
were commanded to referve their fhare apart 
for them till the next day. This generous 
tendernefs gave the Jews fo great a reputation 
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to the Emperor CAIUS. 


in the world, that ic kept their very enemies 
in awe, from breaking in upon the facrednefs 
of their privileges. 

- Tur Jews were as eafy alfo under Tibe- 
rius, as under Auguftus, though. Sejanus did 
what he could to irritate him againft, them, 
and to embroil Italy in new troubles. Now 
Tiberius quickly found, after the miferable 
death of Sejanus, that the ftories he had told 
him were only calumny and malice, and that 
Scjanus’s bufinefs was only to clear the city of 
the Jews, as the men the moft likely of all o- 
thers to oppofe his impious defign upon the 
life of the emperor; who, upon this, fent or- 
ders immediately to all the governors of pro- 
vinces, to be kind to the Jews wherever they 
found them, fome very few excéptcd: but for 
prefling any innovations upon them in matters 
of worfhip, that was not to be endured ; for 
he looked upon them to be a peaceable, and a 
good fort cf pcople, and found nothing in 
their laws, lives, and manners, but what was 
very agreeable to the meafures of a well or- 
dered government. 





CHAP. X. 

One Helico an Egyptian, formerly a flave, and at 
_ prefent a favourite, exafperates Caitts againft 
_ the Alexandrian Fews. 


AIUS was now fo puffed up with pride 

Cc and vanity, that .he really took himfelf 
for the. god he pretended to be: and no peo- 
ple fo forward, either Greeks or Barbarians, 
to countenance the phrenfy, as thefe Alexan~ 
drians ; who are certainly the moft artificial 
diffemblers, flatterers, and hypocrites, undcr 
the cope of heaven. ‘They have fmooth 
tongues, words at will, and the beft qualified 
men in nature for the overturning of a ftate 
and laying allin confufion. He that would be 
well informed of the veneration that thefe re- 
ligious people have for the dreadful name of 
God, needs but confider that they treat their 
* Ibes, their + Afps, and feveral other animals 
in the fame ftile, whereby men are eafily im- 
pofed upon, that are not well aware of the 
horrid impiety of'the Egyptians; but for thofe 
that underftand the humour and genius of the 
people, and make a right judgment of things, 
‘they lie as open to them as the day. ° Now 
Caius was fo befotted, as to think that the 

Alexandrians believed him to be a god in good 

earneft: for they acted their part fo well, 
that there was no difference in appearance be- 
twixt a falfe worfhip and a true; the accla- 
mations, and the external formalities, being 
the very fame. ‘This grofs miftake made him 
refleét upon all the extravagances of a facrile- 

gious zeal, together with the late affronts up- 

on the oratories in particular, as an impulfe 

of confcience and affcétion. He had an ac- 

count fent him daily from Alexandria of thefe 

tranfactions, which he read with more plea- 

fure and delight than any pocm or hiftory: nor 

any intelligencers fo fit for his turn, as his 

own dometticks, to gratify the humour of 

their mafter in what he lik’d or diflik’d. The 





* ‘The Ibis was an Egyptian .bird;very h 
country. Sce Plin, viii. 27. 


greatcr part of them were Egyptians 5 an ab- 
ject, vile fort of people, train’d up inthe wor- 
thip of ferpents and'crocodiles, and corrupted 
body and foul, ‘The head of this abominable 


troop was one Helico, a mean and a wicked . 


wretch, that by lewd arts had wrought him- 
felf into the court, He had,fome tinéture of 
learning, that he got under his firft mafter, 


whofe flave he was, and who afterwards made - 


a prefent of him to Tiberius Cefar. But that 
prince’s genius leading him to what was grave 
and ferious, and Helico’s talent lying alroge- 
ther upon the buffoon, he took no pleafure in 
him at all. Nay, on the contrary, he ‘had a 
natural averfion, even in his youth, for all 
things that were trivial and light. But upon 
Tiberius’s deceafe, and Caius’s fucceeding to 
the empire, Helico confidercd with himtelf, 
that he had now another game to play with 
his new mafter, who he faw was a prince 
wholly abandoned to all manner of vitious li- 
cence. . 

“ Wett, (fays Helico to himfelf) the hap- 
* py hour is now at hand, wherefore rouze, 
“* and beftir thyfelf; thou hafta maftcr to thy 
*¢ very heart’s with, and thou haft that mafter 
“ to thyfelfat pleafure : thou haft aturn of wit 
* agreeable enough, and a faculty of droll and 


“ banter,no man better; tofaynothing of plea- — 
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“ fant conccits, mirth, jokes, and raillery, pe~ 
© culiar to thyfelf-Thou art cquallythe matter 
“¢ of arts, liberal and illiberal. Thy tongue is 
“* well enough hung too, tocut ahairberwixt 
“ fatire and flattery; efpecially when thou 
‘* haft a prince in thy power that takes delight 
“in calumny and reproach: for his cars are 
“ always open, thou knoweft, to flander and 
“© obloquy:and then never trouble thy head to 
“ look farther for matter, fo long as thou haft 
“¢ the Jews lawsand ceremoniesto work upon: 
“ andthis is a pointof skill that thou haft been 
* inftruéted in from thy very cradle; not 
*¢ from any one mafter,but from the clamorous 
** and noify part: of the Alexandrian rabble. 
“This is the café; and now Ict us fee what 
¢ thou art the better for thy learning.” 
Hetico’s head was fo full of this capri- 
cious whimfy, that he ply’d Caius night and 
day; breaking in upon him ftillin the very 
privacy of his receffes, entertaining him with 
{quinting double-edged ftories, betwixt jeft 
and earneft, and: the fharper the pleafamter. 
But his way was'not to play the informer bare- 
faced, or to own himfelt for what he was; but 
he did the Jews miore mifchief by oblique innu- 
endoes, and under the difguife'of ‘an allufion, 
than he could have done inthe quality of a pro- 
fefled enemy. - . A patina aes 
Wuen the Alexandrian ambafladors came 
to underitand the management of thisintrigue, 
they made it their bufinefs to bring Helico o- 
ver into their intereft; fome fay, by greatfums 
of money in hand, or at leaft by large promi- 
fes, both of treafure and of honour, fo foon as 


Caius fhould come to Alexandria. Helico’s - 


head was mightily affeéted with the vanity of 


] thinking what refpeéts he was to receive in the 


prefencc, not.only of his mafter, but of fo ma- 
ny cminent perfons as would be fure to appear 
from all quarters upon fo folemn an occafion, 


igh, with ftiff legs and along bill, that eatup the ferpents that infefted the 
Authorsmake frequent mention of the Egyprians worfhipping this bird. 
+ The Afp was a moft venomous ferpent, worfhipp’d alfo by rhe Egyptians. 
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and in veneration to fo great a prince. So 
that Helico promis’d great mattcrs in the con- 
clufion. : 

We had been hitherto fo taken up with the 
thought cf our known and vpen enemies, that 
we never fo much as dreamt of the danger of 
a feerct one, in the perfon of Helico. But 
when we came to find our miftake, we made 
a trial to work upon him by flattery and fair 
words, as the man of the whole world we had 
the moft reafon to dread; for he attended 
Caius at all his exercifes, liberties and enter- 
tainments; as balls, wreitling, bathing, teaft- 
ing, betide all manner of fenfual pleafures. 
And which is more than all the reft, he was 
the firft gentleman of the bed-chamber, fo that 
upon all occafions he was fure of the empc- 
rors ear. His difcourfes turn’d all upon fcur- 
rility aad buffvencry, and yet were fo tem- 
per’d betwixe fweee and four, that they were 
at the fame time the fharpeft, and the moft a- 
greeable mixture that could be imagin’d ; it 
being his principal defign to pleafe Caius, and 
at the fame time to ruin us by fcandal and 
fubornations; though the former fell in only 
by the bye, yet the other was in truth his 
principal defign and main bufinefs. Butin the 
end, out comes fuch a concatenation of {tories 
fo artificially link’d together, and improvw’d 
with foch aggravations, that the impreffion 
they made upon the prince was never to be 
forgotten or detac’d. - 








CHAP. XI 


The Jews of Alexandria fend deputies to Caius, 
sith an account of their grievances, and Philo 
the chief of their embaffy. 


HEN we had done all that was pof- 

fible toward cultivating a better un- 
derftanding with Helico, and found him fo 
intolerably proud and inacceffible, that there 
was no {peaking to him, we let that project 
fall, and bethought ourfelves of another expe- 
dient, which feem’d no lefs neceflary, and yet 
more likely to take cfeét; not knowing all 
this while, but ic might be fome perfonal and 
particular pique againft the Jews, that made 
him fo exafperated againft us. Now the courfe 
we took was this: It was thought reafonable 
to prefent Caius with a petition, in the nature 
of a remonftrance of all our grievances, and a 
prayer for relief. ‘This petition was, in truth, 
but the abftraét of a longer addrefs, that was 
deliver’d a little before to king Agrippa, when 
he call’d at Alexandria in his way to Syria, 
to take poffeffion of a government the empe= 
ror had confer’d upon him: We were thus 
far advanced in our way toward Rome, under 
a great miftake it feems; for whereas we made 
no doubt of finding Caius a prince of honour 
and juftice, he prov’d, on the contrary, the 
moft implacable enemy we had todo withal; 
but with the words and countenance, and un- 
der the mask ftill, of a generous friend. It 
was inthe field of Mars; (a field near Ty- 
ber) that he faluted and received us, and fo 
he gave us to underftand by a fign of his right 
hand, thac we were heartily welcome: he 
fent Homulus alfo, the introducer of ambaffa- 
dors, totell us, he would take cognizance of 
our cafe at leifure: which made all people 


conclude, both Jews and ftrangers, that our 
bufinefs was as good as done, But wifdom 
and experience taught me betrer things, than 
to judge by appearances, and fo that which 
pleas’d the reft of the company troubled mc, 
and ga¥e me a jealoufy upon the main; where- 
upon I reafoned the matter thus with myfelf: 
“Here are ambaffadors from all parts of the 
‘€ world ; and what’s the meaning of it, that 
“© the Jews are only to be heard ; befide that 
they are known to be Jews, and a people that 
will content themfelves to ttand upon the 
“© fame levél with the reft. But for us, in fine, 
toexpect a privilege from a ftranger, a young 
and a free prince, would be next door to 
“ madnefs. He is partial to the Alexandrians 
without difpute, and it is for their fakes, 
“« that he prefles the matter to an iflue. I 
fhould be glad to fee him an indifferent ar. 
“ bitrator betwixt party and party, but I 
dread the thought of finding him an advo- 
*¢ cate for them, and an enemy to us.” 








CHAP. XIE. 


Caius orders Petronius, the governor of Syria, to 
fet up his flatue in the temple of Ferufalenz = 
Philo and bis collegues ave infornid of it. 


ee thoughts kept me waking, and 
_ in this anxiety I was furpriz’d’ with a 
difmal accident not to be forefcen, and an ac- 
cident that boded deftruétion to the whole 
nation of the Jews. ‘There was no importun- 
ing of Caius in the matter, and fo we only fol- 
low’d him out of townto Puteoli, whither he 
went to take the air at the fea-fide, and to di- 
vert himfelf from place to place, in the fight 
of goodly towns and palaces, which are there- 
abouts in abundance, While we were wait- 
ing there in daily expe¢tation of an audience, 
and highly folicitous what would become of 
our caufe, up comes a man to us trembling, 
and out of breath, with his eycs blood-fhot- 
ten; and after ftanding a while at gaze, he 
withdrew alittle out of hearing, for there 
was company by. ‘* And hark ye, fayshe foft- 
** ly, do you hear any news?” And as he was 
going totell{omething, he gufh’d out into tears 
that put a ftop to his fpeech. He offer’d at ir 
again and again, but itill was not able to ex— 
prefs himfelf But f{ecing him at laft fo frighr- 
ful a fpectacle, we be fought him totell us what 
he came thither for, unlefs he came purely 
for crying fake ; but if there was any mourn- 
ful matter of moment that was worth commu- 
nicating, we begg’d to partake of it, - for 
mourning was our daily exercife: but in the 
end, after many a figh and fob, ‘“* Our tem- 
“© ple, fayshe, is utterly ruin’d; for Caius 
“< has commanded his image to be fet up in 
“© the fanétuary, with Jupiter’s name uponit.” 
This dreadful news ftruck us all fenfelefs thar 
heard it; and the truth of it was quickly con- 
firm’d by feveral others. Upon this, we all 
withdrew together into a clofet, where we 
fhut up ourfelves, and there condol’d our mif- 
fortunes publick and private; as grief is 
talkative, and will never want matter to work 

upon. - 
Lirtze did we think, when we commit- 
ted ourfelves to the hazards of raging feas, 
and a tedious winter voyage, to deliver us 
2 from 


ee en, 


to the Emperor CAIUS. 
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from our perfecuting oppreffors ; little did we 
think, I fay, ofa ftorm at land, and that the 
moft difmal part of our calamity was yet to 
come: tor winter blafts are but according to 
the courfe of nature, in the diftinguifhing.of 
the feafons ; and the works of nature are but 
in other terms the operations of providence, 
in order to the common good of mankind. But 
the author of this tempeft is perfectly devoid 
both of humanity and prudence, a turbulent 
and an ambitious young man, and fo much the 
more dangerous, for having the power of the 
whole empire to fupport him. For who fhould 
dare to intercede in cafe of necd, or but fo 
much as open his mouth upon the remple’s be- 
half, to the moft facrilegious enemy ofall men 
living ? for it would be againft common fenfe, 
to expect mercy out of cruclty; and to dcpo~ 
fite the hopes of our prefervation in the hands 
of our perfecutors. A temple as venerable all 
over the world as the fun in the firmament ; 
and we may be fure, thar he that refufes to 
fpare that temple will fpare nothing ! 
“ Wert! and why fhould not we die then? 
“ efpecially when he that lays down one life 
“* for the laws and religion of his country, is- 
“€ fare of a life more glorious in exchange. 
“© But he muft be a madman at laft however, 
“ that cafts away a life at this rate, which no 
“© body is the better for. So that fuch an in- 
“¢ ftance as this would but be the addition of 
“© one more to the roll of our former calami- 
“ ties: efpecially we being here under the 
“ ‘charaéter of embaflador, andin a point 
6¢ where the principals are more concern’d than 
“¢ the deputics. Nay, we fhall nor want en- 
¢* vious and malignant fpirics over and above, 
*€ and of our own people too, to make the worft 
‘* of things, and to impute-any glorious refo- 
“ lution toa wrong caufe. The embafladors, 
“ they’ll fay, were men of unfound _princi- 
“©. ples, who quitted their ftation, and deferted 
<¢ the common-wealth, ‘when they found it in 
«danger, in order to the promoting of thcir 
‘© own priyateintercft. Bur the lefs muft give 
“* way to the greater; private matters to pub- 
«© Jick; and wherever this order is broken or 
‘© confounded, the whole government is at 
“© ftake and out of frame; and in onc word, 
«© where the polity of the Jews comes once to 
“¢ be fubjected to. the quettion, “tis a ftep to- 
“¢ ward the abolifhing of the very name of the 
“© nation, where there is an agreementof pow- 
«© er and malice in the doing of it. We can- 
«© not, in fine, abandon the Alexandrian Jews; 
“¢ for the whole nation of the Jews is at ftake 
“© npon it, being falfe to ourfelves; and it is 
“© to be fcear’d, that this cruel oppreflor will 
“ extirpate us all from off the face of the earth. 
“ Tr will be faid, perhaps, thac if we can 
“© make nothing of it_ either way, Wwe are at 
* Jiberty to come off at laft, in cafe of the 
“© worft. ‘To which I anfwer; he that makes 
“© fuch a propofition, has neither courage nor 
“¢ fcriptare in him, Generous natures will 
<¢ hope the beft, and holy writ lays the foun- 
<¢ dation of that hope, to all thofe that hearti- 
«¢ ly embrace the dottrine; and who knows 
«© now at laft, but this may be for a trial of 
«© our conftancy and virtue in the worft of for- 
«© tunes? Adieu then toall worldly comforts 
<< and fupports: they'are falle arid fickle, and 
«© leave us when we have moft need of them. 
«© Adieu, I fay, to vain confidences, and let 
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us caft ourfelves in a firm and lively faith 
upon the goodnefs of God ; who hath fo of~ 
ten deliver’d us already, and will never for- 
fake us.” After this manner we comforted 


ourfelves, and one another, in all cafes of 
furprize, and in the hopes of better times. 


When we had gone thus far, after a fhort 


paufe, we apply’d ourfelves to the bearer of 
this difmal news. 


“ ‘You do not confider, we 
told him, that what you have faid as yet, 
is but as fo many live coals thrown into 
our ears as you have utter’d words; for you 
have only told us matter of faét, which 
fignifies nothing to our fatisfaction without 
the reafon of it, and without knowing what 
it was tranfported the emperor into this hor- 
rid refolution.” 

“ Wuy then, fays the other, to tell you 
that which every body knows, Caius has.a 
mind to pafs for a god; and looking upon 
the Jews as the only people likely to oppofe 
him .in his blafphemous pretence, he re= 
folv’d, if poffible, to remove that obftacic 
out of the way, toward the facilitating of 
the work. And this could not be better 
done, he thought, than by beginning with 
a contempt and indignity upon the holy 
temple, which was allow’d at all hands to 
be the moft glorious piece in the univerfe, 
both for ornament, and a vaft treafure in 
prefents and oblations, which had been fo 
many years a gathering, and which Caius, 
in the conclufion, had the face and confi- 
dence to aflume to himfelf. Befide that he 
was now further exafperated by Capito the 
queftor ; which Capito was alfo the receiver 
of the tributes in Judea, and a fellow that 
by his aétions and oppreffions, had made 
himfelf odious to all the provinces. He 
came thither poor, and when he had-fo cn. 
tich’d himfelf by fraud and corruption, that 
he was afraid of being call’d to an account 
forit, he found it his beft way to complain 
firft; and to prevent an accufation with a 
calumny, by the improvement of an oppor- 
tunity that lay fair jor his purpofe.”” 

“ Jamnra is acity of Judea, wonderfully 
populous, andthe inhabitants all Jews; 
fome few ftrangers excepted, that to our 
coft came thitherout of the bordering coun- 
trics to make acquaintances, or, as we fay, 
to ite fafhions + over and above that they 
are always contriving fome plot or other 
againft the laws and cuftoms of the Jews. 
So foon as ever thefe people came to under- 
ftand the extravagant ambition of Caius at- 
ter divine honours, and his.deadly malice 
to the whole Jewith nation, matters being 
now ripe for a plot, they prefently caufed 
an alcar to be erected of clay wrought in- 
to bricks out of pure fpite to the citizens: 
for they knew well enough, that this vio- 
laticn of our laws would prove the ground 
of a quarrel, and fo they found it:> for the 
Jews gather’d together prefently, and de- 
molifh d the altar; the other party applying 
themfelves to Capito for redrefs. Now 
Capito was the author and contriver of the 
whole tragedy, and pleafing himfelf to fee 
every thing fucceed fo to his wifh, he fent 
an account of it immediately to Caius, with 
inflaming aggravations to make the matter 
look worfe than it was. This arrogant hot- 


headed prince, had no fooner receiv’d the 
9H. : intel- 
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“intelligence, but he prefently gave order 
“ for the ereéting ofa glorious Colofius in the 
“* temple of Jerufalem, in revenge of the brick 
“ altar chat Was pull’d down in Jamnia; and 
“S this was done by the counfel ot his two 
“ doughty advifers, Helico, the court buf- 
‘« foon, and Apelles the tragedian; who from 
“a protticute in his youth, went over after- 
“ wards to be an actor upon the ftage ; a fort 
* of people rhat are look’d upon in their thea- 
“ trical liberties to be the loofeit and the mott 
“ fhamelefs of all proteffions. Andthefe were 
“ the men that Caius pitch’d upon to inftruct 
“ him in the arts of finging and raillery, with- 
‘© out fo much as ever thinking of the dutics 
“ of juitice, and the care of maintaining the 
“* publick peace. Thus did Heclico, like a 
“ {corpion, attack the Jews with an Egyptian 
“ venom, and Apelics at the fame time as an 
“ Afcalonice, that is to fay, asa member of a 
* nation that’s never to be reconciled to the 
* bordering Jews.” 

Every word of this relation, with the very 
names of the perfons that were mention’d in 
it, went to the hearts of us; but the learned 
ccunfellors liv’d in a fhort time after, to re- 
ccive rewards according to their deferts. Apel- 
les was taken up, laid in chains, and put to ¢x- 
quilite tortures, and fo confequently to a lin- 
gering death: and Helico was afterwards put 
to death by Claudius the fucceffor of Caius, 
tor having been the author of evil counfels. 











CHAP. NII. 
Petrenins funds great difficulty to execute the order 


ef Casas for eredsig bis flatue in the temple of 


Serius aleiit. 

ND now came Caias’s order for the con- 
A fecrating and erccting of his ftatuc ; 
which was drawn with all the caution and 
exacinefs in the world to fecure the execution 
efit, As particularly, Petronius, the gover- 
nor ot Syria, was exprefly commanded to draw 
out one half of the army that lay upon the ri- 
ver Euphrares, as a guard of defence againft 
any inroads and incurtions of the eaftern kings 
or nations; and with thefe troops he was to 
attend the ftatuc, not for the folemnity of the 
dedication, but for a terror to any that fhould 
dare to oppofe it. “ Ah cruel prince! (f{ays 
“© Petronius to himfclf,) when thou thyfelf 
“* knowedt before-hand. that thefe people will 
** rather die athoufand deaths, than fubmic 
** to fuch an impofition. And then what fig- 
“* nifies che calling of an army, but in order 
** to the confecrating of the villany, wirh the 
** blood of fo many thoufands of innocents?” 

Perronius was milerably divided within 
himfelf upon this commiffion. There was 
danger in refufing, danger in delaying, and 
danger again in the very offering to cvade 
it: befide the infinite difficulties on the other 
hand in cafe of a compliance; for he madeno 
doubt ‘at all of the Jews ftanding out all ex- 
tremitics, at what hazard foever. AI} nati- 
ons are tender and jealousof their privileges 
and cuftcms, but the Jews above all others ; 
they look upon their laws to be no lefs than 
divine oracles, and they are train’d up to the 
love and ftudy of them, from their cradles. 
They bear them in their hearts, and the more 
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jthey think of them, the greater reverence they 
have jor them. They treat all their profe~ 
lytes with the privileges of frec-citizens, and 
the veneration they have for the dignity of 
their profeffion, is fo facred, that they could 
rather part with any thing, than the leatt fcru- 
ple of their duty : counting none fo worthy of 
the name of enemies as the contemners and. 
perfecutors of their religion. But the high c- 
fteem they have for their holy temple, furpaf- 
{eth all the reft: witnefs the law that makes 
it death without mercy, for any man to fer 
foot within the fan¢tuary; whercas the reft is 
open indifferently to all of their own nation 
from what province foever they come. 

Tuis was a mattcr of fo great importance; 
that Petronins confider’d of it over and over 
again, without coming to a refolution; but in 
conclufion he cail’d a kind of a council upon 
the queition, and upon fumming up all argu. 
ments and opinions the refult was this. «* That 
*¢ there muit be no innovations in matter. of 
‘ religion: firft, becanfe nature and equity 
“‘ are both againft itr; and, fecondly, for fear 

of unhappy confequences, not only from 

God himfelf, but from the paffions of vio» 

lent and revengeful men.” “He took into 
confideration alfo, the prodigious extent of this 
populous nation: a people not coop’d up in 
this or that quarter, like other men, but dif- 
pers’d over the world, the iflands as.well as 
the continent. So that upon the computation, 
the Jews are reckon’d to be well-nigh as 
numerous as all the reft. “ Now, fays Pe. 
“* tronius, how far it may ftand with the rea~ 
‘ fon of the cafe, to provoke fo many my- 

1 riads of men into one common confedcra- 

“cy, ray deferve a farther confidcration 5 

“ for all thefe multitudes united into one 

“ mafs, would be able to drive the whole 

“€ earth before them. To fay nothing of the 

“¢ yaftnumbers in Judea itfelf; a brave, hardy, 
“* and a well-difciplin’d fort of people, that 
‘- had much rather undergo a generous death, 
“¢ than out-live the laws and religion of their 

| ** country: how barbarous foever in the opi- 
** nion of their enemies, yct in truth and ef- 

fect, moft gencrous and noble.” 
‘Tue governor had another jealoufy alfo, of 
the troops on the other fide of the Euphrates 5 
as Babylon, and fevcral other provinces, that 
to his certain knowledge were in the intereft 
of the Jews: “ For, fayshe, they fent their 
“yearly contributions of holy treafure, as they 
call it, up to the temple under the name of 
firft fruits, and they all came fafe, though 
the ways were very difficult and dangerous ; 
as what is it, that piety and refolution will 
not make cafy? But the main difficulty is 
yet behind; whichis, that upon the firft 
tidings of this new dedication, they. would 
immediately take the ficld, march dire&tly 
up to them, befer and furround them, and. 
then cut them to pieccs.” 

Wuewx Perronius had debated this affair 2 
while in his mind, he pafs’d a fhort reflection 
er two upon the temper and the character of 
his mafter. “ The perfon, fays he, under 
“¢ whofe command Iamnow to act, is a ycung 
** prince: his willis his law, and whether 
‘¢ ir be juftor not, right or wrong, ’tis equal~ 
‘< ly dangerous to oppofe, cither the one ox 
‘¢ the other, or to diftinguilh one from tother, 

i but by this meafure. If he fays he’s a god, 
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to the Emperor CALLUS. 


* who fhall dare to fay the contrary ? Sothat 
“ inthis cafe, ‘tis as much as a man’s lite is 
“ worth, either to obey, ornot. ‘The one 
“* way a manis liable to the chance of war; 
* (which in truth is but doubrful:) and the 
*© other way the difobedience is certain 
‘© death.” 





CHAP. XIV. 


Petronius fets people at work upon the flatue. The 
principals of the Fews refufe to receive it. 
Lhey get leave to fend their deputies to the ent- 
peror about it. 


L HE Roman officers, that ferv’d under Pe- 
tronius in the government of Syria, 
were all of them for a war, giving for grant- 
ed, that in cafe of declining it, the firft fury 
of the emperor’s difpleafure would fall upon 
them, as the heads of a fedition. So that it 
‘was fo much time clear gain’d, as was fpent in 
‘deliberations, till the ftatue might be got 
ready; for there was none brought out of 
Italy, nor fo much as any order taken for the 
beft that might be found in Syria ; which was 
a fpecial aét of providence in favour of God’s 
eople; for the tumult would have broken out 
elfe before they could have made any provi- 
fion againft ir: for a man is not half matter of 
-his reafon in the hurry of a furprize. 

Wuererore Petronius gave orders for a 

ftatue to be made; and fent for the greateft 
matters of Phenicia, to advife witha] about it, 
fupplicd them with all materials, and Sidon 
was the place appointed for the work. He fent 
notice likewife of the emperor’s pleafure to 
the high-pricfts and eminent officers of the 
Jews, advifing by all means to fubmit cheer- 
tully to their maftcr’s pleafure, for fear of 
worfe confequences. For the Syrian troops, 
he told them, had their particular orders to 
Jay the whole country wafte with fire and 
{word, in cafe of difobedience. Now Petro- 
nius went this way to work, upon an opinion 
that if he could but mollify the great ones, 
the reft would follow in courfe. But he was 
wonderfully out in his conjecture 5 for the 
very mention of the thing {track them into 
fuch a confternation, that they burft out into 
fo profufe an exccfs of weeping, as if their 
eyes had been fountains of tears, and all this 
without one word fpeaking : and from thence 
they pafled into frantick violences of tearing 
their hair, and theirbeards, and fo by degrees 
into lamentations in words at length. ; 
- « Awp have we lived now, they cry’d, to 
“© fee, at this time of day, that which none of 
«© our fore-fathers ever fo much as thought of! 
«* But what do we talk of fecing any thing 
< without eyes to fee withal? For, rather 
“ than entertain thofe eyes we have, with a 
“ fpeetacle fo impious and exccrable, that a 
“ perfon cannot fo much as hear or think of 
« it without horror; rather than fo, we'll 
“¢ part with our cycs and our miferable lives 
“ together.” 3 : 

Tur fame of this refolution was no fooner 
bruited in Jerufalem, and from thence up and 
down in Judea, but the Jews, all as one man, 
quitted their towns, caitles, and dwellings, 
and drawing into a body, as by confent, they 
took their march dircétly toward Phenicia, to 


look for Petronius, who was-then at his com. 
mand. Upon the firft fight of this prodigious 
multitude, feveral of Petronius’s friends ad~ 
vifed him to look to himfelf, for there was a 
mighty army advancing againft him; and fo 
they took it to be, as believing it impoffible 
for the Jews alone to-furnifh fuch a body. 

As the Jews advanced ftill nearer and near- 
er, they came at laft to cover the whole coun- 
try as with a cloud, but without either arms, 
all this while, or any thing of guards, only 
the air was filled wich fuch frightful outcrics 
and lamentations, that when the noife was 
gone, the echo ftill continucd. When the 
clamorous part was over, they eritertained 
themfelves with difcourfes and ejaculations 
fuitable to the occafion. | The people ‘march- 
ed in fix divifions; old men, young men, and 
boys; old women, young women, and virgins:. 
three on the one hand and three on the other. . 

When they came within fight of Petronius, 
who was mounted upon a feat of eminence, 
they caft themfelves upon the ground before. 
him, all in their ranks, as fupplicants, and in. 
fo moving a manner, in the harmony of théir. 
ways and actions, as if they had been all go- 
vern’d by one fpirit: neither werc they lefs 
tender upon the fcruple of modefty in their 
behaviour; for though Petronius called to 
them to rife and draw near, it was fome time 
before they could be perfuaded to it, Bur at 
laft they got up, and in fack-cloth and afhes, 
with their hands bound behind them like con- 
demined prifoners, they advanced up toward 
the ‘governor, where one of the fcnators ad- 
dreffed himfelf to Petronius in thefe terms. 

“ Here, we arc, fays he to Petronius, 
“ without arms, to fhew that we bring no 
“ hoftile intention along with us; but thofe 
““ hands that nature gave us for the ufe of 
“* arms are put out of condition to ferve us in 
** that capacity. We bring our very bodies at 
“© mercy too, our. wives, children, and fami- 
“© lies, in the quality of petitioners, firft to 
“ Petronius, and then by his means to Caius. 
‘© We have not left one foul at home, and our 
“© prayer is either that we may be all preferv- 
“ ed) or all deftroyed. We are naturally lo~ 
6 vers of peace, and it is our interefts as well 
‘€ as our.inclinations fo to be, in regard of 
“¢ the benefits we receive from it. -When 
‘© Caitis came to the empire, arid the notice of 
“ it to Virellius, your predeceffor in the go- 
‘¢ yernment, and at that time living athong us, 
“we were the firft of all Syria to gratulatc 
“¢ his acceffion to the fovercignty, and to. 


¢ 


a 


through other citics and places. Was it 
“ not our temple alfo that firft offered up vows 
“© and facrifices for the happincfs'of his life 
*¢ and reign ? “And are we now to be the firft, 
** if not the only temple, that is to be depri- 
“ ved of the exercife and enjoyment of our 
& religious worihip? If the quitting of our 
“‘ houfes, privileges, and pofieffions publick 
<¢ and private, may be worth-yout acceptance, 
“ we are ready to lay them all at your fect. 
*¢ And fo for the matter of plate; houfhold- 
“* ftuff, or whatever we have that is more pre- 
“ cious, it is at your fervice for the asking : 
“ and with fo good a heart too, that we fhall 
“* reckon ourfelves upon the recciving hand, 
* even in what we give. And all upon this 
s¢ fingle condition, that the temple may feed 
* as 


“ {préad the joyful news of his clevation . 
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as it did, and continue inviolate, as we re- 
ceived it from our fore-fathers. Grant us 
this fingle requeit, and we’li ask no more. 
But if nothing Jefs than our religion will 
content you, pray take away our lives too, 
without forcing us upon a lire of torment, 
worfe than a thoufand deaths. We are 
threaten’d here with armed troops and mi- 
litary executions, if any of us thall prefume 
to obftruct the intended dedication. Why, 
no man is fo mad, as to itt himtelf up in 
contradiction to his maiter 5 but lec them 
ftrike, cut, and hack us to pieces, and do all 
that a victurious enemy can pretend to, to 
long as they may doit fecurcly, without 
any danger of their own blood. But what 
needs an army be drawn out for fuch an 
execution; where there’s only a butchery 
on the one fide, and not fo much asa de- 
fence on the other? As tor fRcrifices, we 
may do the work of our own pricits our- 
felves, upon the victims of our own wives, 
brothers and fitters, fons and daughters; and 
content ourfelyes with the denomination of 
men, women, end children flayers; for cra- 
gical cafes muit have tragical terms. And 
what have we to do now after ipilling fo 
much innecent blood of other people, but to 
lay violent hands upon curlelves,and mingle 
our own with it tco inane common mais! 
ending cur days at laft, with this prayer in 
our mouths, that God will not be offended 
with us tor 2n action thatcarries along with 
it fo great a deterence to the authority of 
the empcror, and at the fame time to the 
facrednefs of our holy profeffion. This will 
be the cafe, if we have the hearts to con- 
temn a life that a gocd man would be a- 
fhamed toleed. There is an old ftory a- 
mong the Greck fables of Gorgon’s head, 
that turned cvery thing to ftone that did 
but look upon it. The reporc, ’tis truc, is 
but a fiction, and yet not without fome em- 
blumaticalrefemblances of truth, efpecially 
in many accidents of aftonif:ment and fur- 
prize. The ailpleafurc of a matter is mor- 
tal, or fomewhat that comes near up tO it, 
And now, Vetronius, do but you imagine, 
it fome of cur people fhould {ce fuch a ttatue 
brought into the cemple, as you have here 
before you (which heaven forbid!) would 
they net look, do youthink, like men turn- 
ed into marble at the fpectacle? Their cyes 
fet in their heads, and nature itfelt ous of 
condition for all the offices of lite? But to 
come toa conclufion, we do not defire an 
abfolute ditcharge of our obedience, bur 
time and leave only to addrefs ourfelves by 
our deputics, to hisimperial majcily for re~ 
licf. Who knows but he may be wrought 
upon to grant us a toleration of our holy 
laws and worfhip, and a liberty in common 
with the reft of the world? for we ask no 
more, than what all other nations enjoy 
without exception, in the prefervation ot 
thofe rites and traditions that we have re- 
ccived inviolate trom our fore-fathers, in 
favour both of our cuftomsand manners, ap- 
prov’d, confirm’d, and ratify’d to us bythe 
decrees of his grand-father and great grand- 
facher. Who knows, I fay, but {uch a re- 
monftrance «as this may mol ify him?) ‘The 
hearts of princes are variable, like thofe of 
other people, neither is their difpleafure c- 
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verlafling ; for commonly they that are mof: 
fubject to anger are fooncit appeated. Weare 
wounded here with calumnies, and there’s no 
remedy like truth; which is all we have to 
offer, and that we may not be condemned 
without a hearing: er, admit the wortt, fup- 
poling we fhould find the prince inexorable, 
the caufe is but where ic was, for he may 
itil do the fame thing afterward, that he 
would have done before. And now tor our 


lait requett, Petronius, and in the names of this 


vatt multitude, be but fo gcod and generous, 
we befcech you, as not to oppofe an embaily 
that has fo many thoufands of lives depend- 
ing upon it: and pray be pleafed to know 
that we do not contend for profit, but for 
picty, in any otherfenfe than as godlinefsis 
the greateit gain. 








CHAP. XV. 


Petronius writes to Caius abour the Fews, and 


gains tinte by it. Cains enraged at Petronits, 
but diffembles the matter. 

-~ TTITS remonftrance, made by the moft 
honourable of the fenators, with pathe~ 


tic vehemence of lamentations and outcrics, 
in favour of their laws and worthip, was re~ 
ceived by them that were prefent with all the 
tenderncfs and compalfion imaginable, as ap-~ 
peared by their looks, actions, gefturcs, and. 


behaviour upon the hearing of it: 


and it 


Wrought likewife upon Petronius among the 


rett, 


Now Pctronius was a foft good-natured 


perfon, amoderate man, and a lover of truth 
and juttice; and he was fo far a fricnd to the 
Jews too, that he thought they had fevere 
treatment, and difcovered his inclinations in 


his very countenance. 


He obferved upon fome 


difeourfe he had with his {cllow commiffio- 
ners, that the people were mightily come a- 
bout, and trom violent prejudices againit him, 


tomanifeit partialicy in his favour. 


Thus it 


was, and Pctronius was highly pleafed with 


that change of humour. 


fie was no flranger 


all this while to che implacable fpiric of the 
empcror, and to the bitternefs of his natural 
cruelty; but he feemed co act yer in tome 


meafure under a philofophical conduct, and 


under the government of a Jewilh picty: whe- 
ther he was influenc’d to do this from prin- 
ciples carly imbib’din his youth, or that it 
was the efleét of what he had learn’d fince his 
coming to the government of Afia and Syria, 
where they had Jews in abundance in all their 


towns 5 


or whether he aéted as «man whofe 


genius led him co the ftudy and knowledge of 
uleful chingss; or whether it be, chat God puts 
good things in the heads of good men, for the 
common benefit, both of themfelvces, and of 
the publick, asic fell out upon this oceafion. 
The tlatuarics had their orders, to provide us 
perlect a figure, as art and hands could make; 
but for fear of the worft, to take time and 
care ‘about it, forthe longer the piece was un~ 
der the chizel in the making, the longer 
would the reputation of iclaft in che world alt= 


ter it fhould be finifhed. 


Pctronins however 


would not agree upon any terms to the Jews 
fending of an embafly, for {car of a greater 
mifchict, in leaving them at the mercy of a 
powerful, a cruel, and a capricious prince. 


And 


ORRIN EAT 2A Lo Sah etn em 





= 


And fo for either granting or-refufing, he 


found it dangerous-both ways. - But the way,. 


at,laft, that he’ pitched upon, was a letter 16 
Caius, fetting forth the pretended fupplica- 
‘tions of the Jews, ‘and without ‘any-teflexions 
upon them, by’ way of accufation and com- 


plain’. The’ delay of the dedication was im- 


pated to the very nature of the cafe, and fix’d 
apon the workmen), who muftof néceffiry havé 
fome: certain {pace of time allowed.them: for 
the performance of covenants. ‘So‘that ftep af 
ter ttep; one obftruétion was made the ground 
and pretence of another; and ‘in-'this interim; 
Who knew but Caius himfelf might find it rea- 
fohgble to-changé’ his: mind.. For harveft be- 
ing jut -tidw “begun,“and the‘ Jews’ in a moft 
butragtous' fit“of'defpair for rhe profanation of 
their “laws andréligion;; what if they fhould 
have pufhcd-on this violence to the contempt 
of their lives, and laid the whole country 
wafte, by fetcing fire to their own corn in re- 
venge? This was no idle apprehenfion, and 
théré° Was: early "cate taken by Petronius tor 
the #éapingof :tHeigrain, and che gachcring of 
‘the fruits 3 partly:by: way! of prevention, and 
“partly! for a-publick: fupply in: éafe of necd. 
Pordt was.at that'time generally-reported that 
“Gaius-had-fome thoughts of a voyage for A- 
Aéxdndtia in Egype# though it fe¢med ‘tot very 
Aikely yer, that fo--great.a prinee fhould ex+ 

ofe his perfon to the difficulties of a long fea, 
twith-fach! a ‘ilumérous train of atténdance ; 
‘when-the way about-by the coafts of Atia and 
Syria, ‘would’ have-been fo much a more com= 


traddious-paflage 5 “where he might -have:ém+ | 


'parquiéd“or difembarqued at pieafure,' havirig 
f@t-corimand, two’ hundred long boats, 
“for! the ufe and'fervice of the coatts, befide 
weflels‘of burden: forthe ocean. Wow it ‘was 
‘dtevabiolute neceffity,, to force Syria with all 
‘manner of provilion from one end of it to thé 
other ; efpecially the towns that lay upon the 
féa-y-and all little cnough to anfwer the ne- 
déflities of the titne‘and place. For,therce ne- 
¥er warduch a multicude of people gorten.to- 
gethe# from-all plates, and of all’ conditions, 
‘as-upon’ this.junctuare; men of hénour, civil 
and:niilicary, ‘land and fca officers, and fer- 
‘yants ‘almo{t as many-as foldicrs: and all at 
Jaft to” be provided tor, not as we ifay with 
bare neceflarics, but in a proportion -of -{tate 
and‘plenty, anfwerable to the dignity of fo 
illuitrious a prince: ro 


_ Tene -was no body doubted, but that the | 
emperor, upon the reading of this: letter, ; 
would be -highly’ pleafed both with the pru-; 


den¢e’ ahd ‘the conduct, even in the very point 
ofthe delay itfelf;' not forthe Jews fake, but 
forthe advantage of fecuring the fruits and 
the'corn, This letter, in fine, was approved 


anc tranfcribed, ‘and a meflenger fent away: 
with ‘all expedition with, a fair‘copy’ of ir, 
Caitis looked as pale as death upon ‘the read-. 
ingiof it, and fo foon as that confctous hint! 


ay'a little over, he -clapt his hands, and 
brake out into a furions violence: of words as 


well as gelture. ° ue 
-360-Wurn Petronius, fays the prince, thou 


6 wrethe better man of the two fure, and if 


€ Petronius will not hear the emperor, the 
“.cmperor muft hear Petronius. Bue t f 
“ {% pulled up with the vanity of. a {plendid 


“ commillion and a fyll cmployment, that it. 


“ Jooks as if there were not fuch a thing as 


to the Emperor — 











































Joy thing as yee of. what. had:pafs’d: betwixt 


Bue thou art | 


CAIUS. | 


| "Caius in nature: but ic will not be long be~ 
nee thou are given to underftand the con~ 
eee The greateft enemies T “have in the’ 
“world are the’ Jews; and yet theit lawsare’™ 
“more to thee than the commands of thy 
«Prince 5. and what's: all this at''thé bottom,: 
“bat ‘that thoif art afraid of the: multitude 2 
‘°“Atid what fignifics that; ‘ When thou hait a 
“¢ power in thy hands to'encountet the ftrength’ 
‘eof the kings of Parthia themfelves, and the’ 
“"forde of ‘the whole eaft ?- Well but theres’ 
“pity in the cafe'xoo, and'at that rate thy 
“ compaffion: does “more with thee than thy 
“duty. -Buti‘whar’s to be faid: ro -the provi= 
«© dence of: faving the harveit’? © That trivo= 
* lous pretence “will Coft you your head beford 
‘- you are aware’; ‘and-{d for your pretended 
“care of having ftores‘iia readineis ‘for my 
“voyage, *tis as Vile andevalive“a' preténcé as 
“ any of the’ réit.” For fuppéting’ a fearcity in 
ee eves t6 the ‘degre of afaminc,: the 
“ néighbourihg provinces, upon‘fuch’an emcr- 
‘* gent oceafidn, would be‘ able'to fipply: the 
“€ Wwarit.' ‘Bat ‘what'do IE" ftand™ talking’ for, 
* when’ T-fhould be. doing ?°"Wherélore lee 
“this fellow feel: what ‘he-hasdefetwad, with- 
* out any more words: and’{o'I fave done 
"menacing, but “miy--indignatién” burns ‘on 
62, : 7 i al es . sunt a2 ( ves . cee 
-\aitis, upon this} mhadé “afhort' paufe, and 
dictated ‘to one-of-His ‘fecretaries ai -an{wer 
to’Petronius, - whith'was'in appearance very 
miuich'té"the honouk of the governor’s provi- 
dénce‘and ' forefight: "For there were!fome of 
the! govertiors he Rood’ in aWé off for‘tear-of 
their’ tamperiiigthe! people into’ afrevolr; efpe- 
cially in large“and populots provitites, with 
mighty atnicsin'them as ‘in-that tract of 
ground’ along” the Euphrates.” “When he had 
cajoP'd Petronids for awhile}: with formalities 


OF 





of refpeét ‘andi fair werds, (Bur. an itplaca= 
ble venom: ‘under that: cloke): he! gave him a 
pofitive Command; all ‘other bufinefs aparé;: ro 
fe¢ the’ imiage'dedicaréd” the’! firft: ching’-hé 
did: °° For, fays he) harveit being tid6w over; 
“there is é longer atiy colour fora further” 
COCA eS, ce eatonsng! Uma es Oe 0 ates 
Pigs a AAS Ga eae aE aS | a ee 
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ae OG. H..A,P;. OVI 5; 
King Agrippa. comes-to ‘Rome,’ and upon’ hearing 
that the image was' to be confecrater,! ‘he falis 
tuto a fiooon, aud.then coming to himfelf a 
-* gaits be writes.to the prince abouttte er: 
7 ‘ whee hed 2 Ae a i oe ag. Jd 
OON i after. this, came kidg:- Agrippa “to 

:) Rome, copay his-duty to:the emperor, af~ 
ter his ufual manner; bot withoys knowing ‘a+ 


Ane ertateedioatel btanes ete wares oboe saetctlnennmtetantnmenaemnanentnlre ne 
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Caius'and Petrontus; only: fomewharc he! ga~ 
ther’?d however, from. an angry cloud he. faw 
in the jace of Caius,- that there was-a ftorm'a 
coming, though he: could notguefs whore it 
would tall; fo that he puc:himifel {to the ute 


4} rermofk {crutiny of ‘thought, word, and deed, 


to try if he: could find himfelf: conicious’ of 
any thing thac: might give offonte: puc upon 
dtanding that teih, he concluded, -thatithe em- 
peror’s difpleafure-lodk’d fome other way, :as 
in truth it did: .:but. then ‘confidering: after- 
wards, that the emporor’si¢ye was: much 
fierecr when it was: intent .upom him - alone 
than when he look’d another way,he fell again 

‘91 into 
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into his former apprehenfion. He was think- 
ing many times to ask the emperor the reafon 
of this alteration; bute then the curiofity he 
thought would be fo rafh and unmannerly, 
that he did not know what mifchief he might 
draw upon himfelf by ic. : 

Carus, that was as well read in faces as 
any man, obferving Agrippa to be troubled 
and uneafy, laid hold of this occafion to break 
the ice of the difficulty. ‘“‘ Agrippa, fays he, 
** you are indonbt, I perceive; and I am now 
‘© about to tell you the thing you fo much defire 
“ toknow. You have not been fo long about 
me fure, as to be now ignorant that I dif- 
courfe with my cyes as well as with my 
“© congue. The good people of your nation 
“Care the only men under the fun, that re- 
“© fufe to own Caius fora god; and in the 
“© contumacy of their difobedience, plunge 
*‘ themfelves beyond redemption into a cer 
“ tain death. It is my politive command to 
“« have the image of Jupiter fet up in their 
“ temple ; and fee what multitudes are ga- 
‘© thered together now from all quarters, un- 
“* der the pretext of fupplicants and petition- 
“ers, but in effeét to trample my authority 
“ under their feet.” 

As he was going forward, king Agrippa 
was obferved to change colour all on a fud~- 
den, a violent horror feizing him from head 
to foot, a trembling all over his body, and his 
legs failing him to that degree, that if by- 
ftanders had not fupported him, he muft have 
fallen at his length upon the ground. He 
fell, in fhort,, into a fainting fic, and in that 
condition they carried him home, without a- 
ny fenfe or knowledge of what pafs’d. 

Tuts accident, initead of working upon the 
emperor’s good-nature, ferv’d only for a fur- 
ther incentive to his rage againft the Jews. 
“Well, fays Caius, if Agrippa, my familiar 
“* friend, and one that has received fo many 
“© good offices from me: If Agrippa him- 
“ felf, I fay, has fo great a veneration for his 
“* country’s rites and caoftoms, as not to en- 
‘© dure fo much as one word to their preju- 
“© dice, without falling into a fwoon, what 
“* good am Itolook for from others, that have 
““ none of thefe confiderations to work upon 
“* them in my favour?” 

Acrippa lay all that day, and part of the 
next, dozing and fenfelefs, till toward even- 
ing, and then he began to raife his head alit- 
tle, and with much ado to open his eyes, 
dazzling .as they were, toward the company, 
without knowing one face that was there pre- 
fent. He fell then into a fomewhat founder 
fleep, asappeared by the drawing of his breath, 
and the temper of his body. When he had 
tain thus 2 while, he awak’d, and call’d out 
to know where he was. “ Am I with the 
“¢ emperor, or no; and is he prefent? Have 
a good heart, they cry’d, for you are at 
home, and Caius is not here: you have e’en 
flept long enough, wherefore fit up a little, 
and fee if you know us: here are none but 
your own people, friends, freed-men, fer- 
‘° vants, and thofe that wifh you well”, In 
fine, the tendernefs they exprefs’d to him 
in his diftrefs, brought him in fome meafure to 
himfelf again. Upon the phyficians ordering 
the company to. withdraw, thar the patient 
might be: quict, and. at liberty for remedies 


nan 4" 


«“ 
< 


n 


n 


a a 


nn 



















and refrefhments, “ Never trouble your 


‘© heads, fays Agrippa, with delicacies formy. 
“© palate; a coarfe dict, and a good ftomach 
‘© is all Task, and more yet thanI fhoul 

“© make ufe of, if it were not for the hopes E 
“© have yet left me, of living to be ferviceable, 
“ even at the laft extremity,:to my miferable 


“ coantry.”? Thefe laf words were accom- 


pany’d with tears, and fo he took a repaft of 


what was juft neceflary to keep him-alive, and 
no more. His food was. plain and fimple, and 


-his drink water, without one drop of wine. 


And now, fays he, upon the finifhing of his 
meal, ‘* I have paid a debt to nature, fo that 
‘© T have nothing more left me to do, but moft 
* dutifully to folicit Caius about the prefent 
“© flate of things.” And fo he call’d fora 
tablet, and wrote this following letter to the 
emperor: 


Str, 


ETWHIXT the fear and the reverence 

I have for your imperial majefty, in the 
dread of your high difpleafure, on the one 
hand, and in the veneration I have for the dig~ 
nity of your facred charaéter, on the other; £ 
have rather prefum’d to lay my humble duty 
at your majefty’s feet in writing, than to ven~ 
ture upon it in an addrefs by word of 
mouth. ; 

Ir may be laid down for a maxim, that alk 
men living havea natural affection for the place 
where they wereborm, and an awful reverence 
for the laws they were brought up in; which 
is a truth that hath been abundantly afferted 
in the piety, great prince, of your profeffion 
and practice. And it is as natural again for 
every man to like his own way beft, , whether 
it be fo or no, becaufe we are govern’d in par- 
a cafes more by -paffion than by reae 

on. 

4s to myfelf, I fhall not need to inform 
you, fir, that I am by nation a Jew, by birth 
of Jerufalemy, the feat of the holy temple that 
ftands there dedicated in a moft peculiar man- 
ner to the honour of the moft high God. As 
to my predeceffors, fome of them have been 
kings, others high-priefts, upon which dignity 
they valu’d themfelves more than upon the au- 
thority royal; computing uponit, that as God 
is above man, fo the facerdotal charaéter is a- 
bove the civil; the one exercifing itfelf in di- 
vine matters, and the other only in human. 

Now fuch is the nearnefs of the relation I 
have, and of my manifold obligations to this 
nation, country, and temper, that I cannot 
but implore your royal.grace and favour on 
their behalf. And firft for the nation, that ~ 
they may not be fore’d over from the profef- 
fion of their own religion to the contrary; e- 
{pecially confidering how true and loyal they 
have ever been to your illuftrious family: no 
people under the heavens fo frank of their 
vows and prayers for the welfare and. profpe- 
rity of your empire, or fo free of their facri- 
fices and oblations, not onlysupon folemn 
feftivals, but daily; and thisnot only in plau- 
fible words and forms, but with-a piety of re- 
verence and affection, that came from the very 
hearts and fouls of them ; -and without any ex- 
ception, faving only in cafes.of inconfiftence 
with. their laws.and religion. 


AND 





to the Emperor C AIUS. 


Awnp I have this to fay further now for. the 
holy city, - and the place of my birth; which 
is not to be look’d upon as the metropolis on- 
ly of Judéa, but of many other colonies that 
have been planted from thencé; as Egypr, 
Phenitcia, upper and lower Syria, Pamphylia, 
Gilicta, and feveral parts. of Afia, as far as 
Bithynia, and’ Pontus; and fo in Europe, 
théere’s Theflaly, Boetia, Macedonia, Etolia, 
Athens, Argos, Corinth, and the better part 
of Peloponnefus: and not only the continent, 
but the ‘iflands alfo of a moft eminent note, 
are filled with Jewith plantations; as Euboea, 
Cyprus, Crete; to fay nothing of thofe be- 
‘yond the Euphrates: for; in fhort, bating on- 
ly a fmall part of Babylon, and fome other 
governments, there is hardly a city that is 
good for any thing, but in the poffeffion of the 
Jews: fo that if this be the cafe, Iam not a 
fuitor for my own country alone, but for the 
common good of Afia, Europe, and Africa; 
fea and land, iflands and continent, all under 
one: For the interett of the whole depends 
upon the fame aét of clemency; and I hope 
my confidence will be’the more pardonable, 
for the zeal I havé tobe an- inftrument in a 


meédiation fomuch to the honour of Cefar. For | 


what can be more agtceable to the fpirit and 
genius of fo glorious a prince, than the mihi- 
ftring fo fair an occafion of obliging the whole 
world at once, and confequently, the perpe- 
tuating of your name and memory to all ages, 
as the guardian-angel of mankind. | 
' You have been pleas’d; at the requeit of 
fome particular friends, to make whole towns 
free citizens of Rome, and mafters of thofe 
that were but fervants before; and info doing, 
your kindnefs was as_gréat to the procurers of 
- this bounty, as to the receivers of it. IT am 
fenfible of being under the command of a maf- 
ter, and yet give me leave tovalue myfelf up- 
on the title of a friend too;:and a friend not 
inferior to many.in dignity, but above all o- 
thers in’ good-will and refpect; for it has ever 
been fo; and in honour and gratitude it muft 
ever fo continue. And yet after all this, I 
have not the confidence to.open my mouth for 
my countrymen, forgrants and privileges; no, 
not fo much as for the common freedom, or 
immunity from taxes. ‘The gracethat I have 
to beg would be ‘of high advantage to them, 
*ris true, and of no fort of inconvenience to Ce- 
far; for what greater blefling can a fubject de- 
fire than the favour of his prince ? Was it not 
Jerufalem that firft gratulated che acceflion of 
Caius to the empire? and.was it not Jerufalem 
again, that fent the joyful tidings of it into 
all the neighbouring provinces? the very pro- 
vidence of making the Jews fubfervient to fuch 
a revolution, may :deferve fome fort ,of ac- 
knowledgment. ‘As the eldeft fon of the fa- 
mily is reputed the moft honourable, becaufe 
it was he that firft entitled his‘parents to the 
reverend names of father and mother; fo that 
city, one would think, that firft faluted Caius 
by the mame of emperor, ‘fhould be treated as 
well, at leaft, ifnot bettcr, than-any of the 
reft. <a, a 
I wave been thus far an advocate for ' my 


country, but my laft prayer muft-be for our: 
he . This ‘ecru c Cain, is the houfe of 
God, and” there was never any image made: 
‘The works of: 


painters and ftatuafics are the -figires on-' 


temple. 


with hands admitted into it. 






ly of fenfible gods; but for a pitture-draw- 
eror engraver to offer at amy fort df re= 
prefentation of the ihvifible God, was looked 
upon asan abomination. Agrippa, your grand~ 
father; had a mighty reverence for -this tem- 
ple. Auguftus provided exprefly for the fup- 
plying of it with the fitft-fruits from all quar- 
ters, and the offering of daily facrifices in it. 
Your great grandmotlier had likewife an high 
veneration for it. Neither Greck, in fine, 
nor Barbarian; neither prince nor potentate; 
no, nor the deadlieft enemies we had, fedition, 
war, bondagé, defolation, or the moft. de- 
ftruétive of other calamities,could ever prevail 
upon us to'receive.the idol'of an imageitto the 


‘temple: ‘Not that’ it had no enemies, but its 


religion was fafe ftill;-for being dedicated to 


‘the’ father and author of all things, it ftrack 


people intoa dreadof the judgments that’ fre- 
quently attend fuch violations; fo that they 
darft not' vehture to fow the feeds of wicked- 
nefs, for fear of reaping the fruits of it theim- 
felves.  \ 
inftances, having fo many neater home. | - 

In tHe -reign of Herod, my grandfather, 
your grandfather Marcus Agrippa pafs’d' the 
compliment upon him of a vifit. into Judea, 
where he coafted along the fea-fide upto Je- 
rufalem. Upon the view ofthe temple, hée was 
fotranfported. with the glories of the fabrick, 
the folemnities of the facerdotal rites and ce- 


remonies, the fimiplicity of the people’s man-= | 
‘ners, and, in fine, with the delight of fo cu- 
‘rious and wonderful a‘fpeétacle; chat he was 


continually faying fomething or other to the 
honour of that illaftrious ffructure; iffomuch, 
that for the time he ftaid ‘there, hé never mifs’d 
fo much’ as one day’s attendance, but ftill' paid 
his conftant vifits, entertaining himfelf all the 


order of the facrifices, and the awful majefty 
of the high-pricft, in his rich pontifical robes, 
as he fat mounted above the reft. In fine, when 
he had ‘prefented: his donatives to the holy 
temple, and fhew’d' himfelfas indulgent to the 
citizens’ as was poflible, faving only an.ex= 
emption from taxes, Herod accompany’d A-= 
grippa to the fea-fide, upon his return, where 
ey xcuee S mutual’ acknowlédgmients' of 
the high obligations they had the’ one to the 
other;'the people ftrewing thepaflage all the 
way he went with boughs. and flowers, in: to= 
ken ofthe veneration they Had for his’ pi- 
ety and bounty. — Bt act ¢, 
_Awp fo; fir, for your great uncle Tiberius 5 
was not he manifeftly of the fame principle 
and judgment? did not our religion, and our 
temple ftarid firm and fafe, through the while 
three and twenty years of ‘Fibcrius’s’ recipi; 
without any fort of innovation ? nay, there is 
fomething that F both can and‘muft-fay to ‘Ti-= 
berius’s honour, thd’ I myfelf had very: hard. 
meafore* from him: * But truth'is truth, and’'T 
‘am fufe'you will have the patience td hear it: 
Wuen~ Pilate was: governor of Judéa,; he 
dedicated to'Tiberius certain gilt bucklers 5 
not fo much: out of refpeét to the emperor, asin 
pure fpiteto the Jews; and they were erected 
in the palace’ of Herod’ in Jerafalem: . They 
had rio’ fort of figure upor'them,: ror any thing 
that ‘Was prohibited; but barely the ‘two ‘names 
-of-the dedicator, arid the perfon'to whom they 
were dedicated. When the ffory came to be 


nois’d amongi the’ people, they made: applica— 
Pg ae tidm™ | 


We fhall not need to look’ abroad for ~ 


while in the contemplation of holy vefts, the ’ 
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tion prefently to the king’s four fons, with 
fome branches of the royal family, and feveral 
other perfons of eminent condition, to employ 
their interett with Pilate to have thefe bucklers 
remev’d, as a violation.of the laws and reli- 
gion of their country, which former kings .and 
emperors had ever reputed facred. Pilate, 
who was ot a perverfe and ill-natured temper, 
made the mediators fo rude and churlifh a re- 
ply to the motion, chat ic puc the multitude 
into wild and diforderly exclamations. . Se 
_ Ler people be quiet, they cry’d, that 
would bs guiet, without inflaming men to..war 
and fediction, and to..che imbroiling the, pub- 
lick peace, as if the honour of theemperor de-. 
pended ypon the violation of the law; never 
thinking of covering an injuftice with fo weak 
apretext. It you have. any thing to fhew in 
your jafiication from Tiberius, whether c-. 
dict, letter, or any chiog like it, do but fhew 
us the. warrant, and we have no more to do, 
fave only to addrefs curfelves, with humble 
petitions and remonftrances, to our lord and 
matter, for redrefs, without taking any far~ 
ther notice of Pilate; for Tiberius, .we.are. 
fure, will never approve of this oppreffion. 
Tuis notion of applying themtclycs to Ce- 

far, by remonitrance or deputation, ftartled 
Pilate more than any ching elie, Y 
laying him opento the ‘world in the hiftory of 
his other iniquities; as corruption, juftice cx- 
pois’d to fale, raping, violence, ruin, torments, 
the fpilling of innocent blood, and the. moft 
barbarous of cruclties: This cholerick angry 
man was yet fo divided within’ himfeli, that 
as he.had no mind to gratify the iubject, fo 
he had not the confidence neither to with- 
draw any thing that was made facred.by a de- 
Gication, being well acquainted with the hu- 
mour of Tiberius in fuch cafes over and above. 
When the great men found matters In this 
ftate, and that Pilate repented himfelf of 
what he had done, however he difiembled it, 
they reprefested the cafe to Tiberius by way of 
letter, in the mott tender dutiful manner that 
could be devis’d. Tiberius had no fooner no- 
tice of Pilate’s language and behaviour, but he 
broke.out into a violent paffion, though a man 
not eafily mov’d neither. 


for fear of. 


‘ ither. Bur this will do bet- 
ter in the ftory itfelf, than in a. bare defcrip- 
tion. - We ge ; se 
Tue firftthing he did was, without any 
delav, to write to Pilate about it, with a fe- 


vere rebuke tor hisimpudence, and. a pofitive 


command immediately .to remove the buck-| 


lers, and to have them tranfported into the 
temple that_was built at Cefarea, (a fea-port) 
in honour of Auguftus. This expedient wasas 
gocd asa falvo to the honour of,the emperor, ; 
and the antient cuftoms of, the ciry..;. Thefe' 
bucklers, in thofe days, had no -gravers work 
upon them; and the point now in queftion is: 
the graven image. It was then only in: the‘ 
governor’s palace, but it is now tobe erc&ted,} 
2s Iam inform’d, in the fanctuary; a place fo’ 
venerable and facred,. that only the. high- 
priefiis allow’d entrance, and that but upon 
one‘day in the year too, .and after a. folemn 
faft, to burn incenfe to the glory of God, and 
to offer up. prayers to.the:- Almighty, accord- 
ing to cuttom, for a happy year, and the com- 
mon peace of mankind. © BB on fn 

_ de any other of our own peopic, eirher 
pricft or layman, fhall prefume-to enter this 





holy place contrary to the law, it is made 
death without mercy: as for example, if the 
high-prictt fhall dare to enter above one day in 
a year, or three or four times over, for the 
purpofc, upon that day of his entrance, it will 
moft certainly coft him his life: fo tender was 
our lawgiver of preferving the reverence.of 
that holy place facred and inviolace, Wow 
if the rigonr. was fo ftriét and capital in thefe 
nice caies, you may calily imagine, fir, what 
an uproar it. would create to’have an image fee 
up there, where the high-pricft himfelf, was 
not to be admitted -but ,upon.certain limita- 
tions. . How many of our-pricfts would facri- 
fice themfelves, their wives. and children, in 
one common pile.of carcafles, rather. than out- 
live the fight and fufferance of fuch an abomi- 
nation. , ees ; 

. Tis was the cafe in the days of Tibcrius. 
And now for Auguftus, the beft and the great- 
eft prince that ‘ever fat upon the imperial 
thronc 3. his very name being given him out of 
a deference to his conduét and virtue; a prince 
to whom the whole world was indebted for 
the bleffing of an univerfal peace: this illuftri-~ 
ous prince, upon fome difcourfe he had con- 
cerning our temple, was given to underftand, 
that no carved image was fuifer’d to be brought 
inta.it, and for-this very: reafon, that the in- 
vilible God was not to be reprefentcd by a vi-~ 
fible figure. Upon which he was highly pleas’. 
with the reafon, and the piety of the thing ; 
and being a prince moreover of profourid litc- 
rature himfelf, he pafs’d feveral reficétions up- 
on what had been faid; partly recolleéting 
what-he had heard from the learned’ men he 
had conftantly about him, and partly pondcr- 
ing and arguing the matter in his own thoughts. 
He was, in fine, fo great a lover of Ictters, 


that his very tabl¢ difcourfes were as good as 


philofophy Iecturcs, and his feftival cntertain- 
ments were accommodated to the relicf and fa- 
tisfuction ‘both of body and mind.” Not to’ 
multiply inftances,: in proof of this prince’s gc-- 
ncrolity and good will toward our pcople, I 
thall make ufe only of two. ae 

First, upon notice that there was not fuch 
care taken for the return of our firft-fruits as 
the matter requir’d, the emperor wrore;to the | 
governors of the provinces.in Afia, not to give 
any fort of interruption to the Jews mecting in 
their fynagogues, (but this. liberty was not to 
be extended to any. other) for the Jews meet- 
ings are not like the-feafts of Bacchus, to en- 
courage -drunkennefs, -cumults,. rictg, -and.-fc- 
dition; but fchools rather of piety and com- 
mon juftice. And fo, for their ycarly firft-truits, 
they were. only ‘intended for facrifices to: be 
offer’d up to God in,rhe temple. - This was 
followed .with an ;cxprefs. command, not to 
give the. Jews .any- difturbance about: their 
meetings. or colle¢tions after the manner of 
their country. . I may-miftake the words of the 
order, but the fubftance of ic I am fure of, as 
your majefty will find in a letter from Norba- 
nus, whereof this isatruecopy.. 


C..Norbanus Flaccus, proconfiul, to the ua giffrates 
of Ephefus, greeting. + ... 


“ Cesar has fignify’d unto me bv letter, 

“ that whereas the Jews continuc their old 
“ way of religious meetings,- and of collect- 
“ ing nionics to be fent to Jerufaicm, under 
2 the 





to the Emperor CAIUS. 


“ the name of firft-fruits, ic is his imperial 


Ir I fhould take upon myfelf now to enu- 


** majefty’s will and pleafure, that they be all | merate the ‘infinite obligations I have to your 
“ lett at liberty fo to do. | Of this you are ro | Majefty, my time would hot ferve me to.re-~ 


*¢ rake notice, and to pay your obedience ac- 
“ cordingly. 


Wuar, clearcr evidence, 
¢an there be in the world of Cefar’s opinion of 
our temple, than the indulging of the Jews in 
the publick exercife of their worfhip, the free- 
dom of their collc&tions for holy ufes, and 
the countcnancing of them in other offices of 
piety ? 

Awnp there is yet another argument of the 
good-will that Auguftus bare us; that is to 
fay, he order’d the daily facrifice of a bull 
and two lambs, out of his own revenue, tobe 
offer’d up to the honour of our God : and the 
parctice of it hath been kept up ever fince to 
this very day, without any difcontinuance. 
This oblation Cefar defign’d for the altar, 
and yet he véry well undetftood that there 
was no image inthe cafe, cither within or 
without, But this wife and learned prince 
was neverthelefs convinc’d of the neceflity of 
having fome glorious temple upon earth, de- 
dicated in a peculiar manner to the invifible 
God; where men might offer up their dévoti- 
ons in hope of having their prayers heard and 
granted, and without any vifible igure. _ 

Anp now, with your majefty’s leave, 
yet once again, what did your great grand- 
mother the emprefs Julia, but write after the 
copy -fher great mafter and husband, Auguftus, 
tn tue profufion of her royal bounties upon 
this temple; as veflels of gold and filver, with 
other ornaments and prefents to an incftimable 
value? Butto what end was all this without 
image-work ? For women’s minds are com~- 
monly weak, and hard to be wrought upon, 
fave only by fenfible objeéts. But for this 
princefs however, that was as much beyond 
other women ina mafculine vigour of per- 
{picacity and judgment as in all other excel- 
dencies, fhe fupply’d the defeéts of the fex by 
ftudy and meditation, and gave herfelf up fo 
‘entirely to thought and {pcculation, that the 
dooked upon fentible objeéts to be no more than 
a fhadow of the fpiritual. 

_ AnD now, great fir, after fo many glorious 
inftances of tendernefs and clemency out of 
your own family, and thofe of your anceftors 
in particular from whom "you have received 
both your life and government, be but fo gra~ 
cious towards our people as your predcceilors 
have been, every man of them before you. 
Here are emperors interceding for our laws to 
an emperor, feveral auguft princes to one, 
grand-fathers and great grand-fathers, to a 
grand-child many to a fingle perfon, &c. 
‘and what’s the requeft at laft, but this? 
-They do all humbly beg of you, not to make 
void thofe laws and cuftoms, that -from their 
firit eftablifhment have-been kept facred to this 
very.day. Thefe atts, ’tis true. may be vacated, 
.and thefe innovations wrought perhaps, with- 
- out any judicial vengeance fubfequent to the 
tranfgreffion: but whoever confiders the un- 
certainty of the furure, and that divine juftice 
is neverthelefs fure for being fometimes flow, 
i will make his heart-ake to think of the con- 
Sequences, if at the fame time he believes there 
is a God. e. c 






under favour, 














count them; neither would it become-me to 
-handle fo facred a fubjeét as by the bye. Bue 
the thing fpeaks itfelf without telling the ftory- 
It isno fecret, ‘fir, that I was in irons, and 
that I ftland indebted to yourfelf for my li- 
berty ; but I hope you did not cafe me of thofe, 
chains, to load me with heavier inftead of 
them. In that cafe, my fuffering was only in 
one partof my body; but in this, my very 
foul finks under the burthen. You did firft 
deliver'me from the dread of death, and you 
received me afterwards out of death itfelf, 
fo that Agrippa defires no more now than that 
Cefar would preferve the life he has reftor’d: 
for otherwife, I have only out-lived a lefs ca« 
lamity to perifh by a greater. 

Ir is to your royal bounty that Iam adebt- 
or for the gift and dignity. of a crown; and 
after that, for the addition of another and a 
greater command, in T'rachonitis and Galilee. 
But after the multiplying of fo many extraor- 
dinary favours upon me, do not deprive me, 1. 
befeech you, of things the. moft neceflary of. 
all others. “I am not folicitous for fear of ei- 
ther lofing my commiiffion or of being degrad- 
ed into my former ftation, but my requett is, 


once for all, that the laws of my country may. 


be protected and maintained. For what will. 
the ‘world fay of me elfe, cither Jews or o- 
thers? “Now one of thefe two things muft 
neceflarily follow: cither I fhall be looked upon 


as a betrayer of my country, or asa perfon ut~- 


terly loft to the honour of your friendthip 5 
and what-€ould make me more miferable chan 
either of them? For fuppofing myfelf to be 
fill in the Humber of your confidents, and at 
thé fame time to fuffer my country t6 go to, 
wreck, I muft certainly incur the charaéter of 
a falfé man, for employing my intereft no bet~ 
ter, upon a prefumption that emperors and. 
princes deny no fuch boons to their favourites. 
Or if I fhould be fo unhappy now, as to have 
loft the ‘blefling of your tendernefs and good. 
graces, do not lay me in chains I béfeech you, 
as ‘Tiberius did; but inftead of my liberty, 
pray take away my life this very: moment, and. 
that’s ali Task. For. what fignifies life to me 
after the lofs of your-friendfhip; which is the 
only hope and comfort I had in this world? 





CHAP. XVIL 

Caius, upon Agrippa’s letter, orders. Petronits td 
make no alteration in the temple:of Ferufalem. 
Fle repents of it, and countermands bis own or-= 
ders. He goes to Alexandria, and claims dia 
vine worfbips The inhuman cruelties of this 
prince: ah ee te, hake 
GRIPPA. feals up and fends away his 
letter to Caius;: and after that-Keeps 

clofe in iis own houfe, expecting. in: gréat-pain 
the iflue of that paper, and under an. anxious 
apprehenfion for fear-the importunity:might. be 


1 


only of Judea, but of all the Jews: over 
the face of the earth, were at itake upon 
MG ea eee : 
Upon the reading of this letter, Caius dif- 
K cover’d 


f 


unfeafonable ; for the .liberty and fatery not’ 
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cover’d in his countenance feveral motions and | example of that leading city, and likewife in 
changes of thought and humour: one while he | regard of the fituation of it, for an univerfal 
was vexed that he had not gone through with | commerce: for *tis commonly with towns, as 
his work; another while he feemed to be jit is wich men, the lefs take their meafures 
moved with the juttice of the pretence, and | from the greater: befides that he was in his 
the modetty of the application. And then a-| own nature fickle and malicious over and a- 
gain, he would be reflecting by firs upon A~| bove ; always repenting whenever he chanc’d 
€rippa’s conduét; fometimes commending and to do any good, and endeavouring to cancel 
fometimes blaming him. He did ill, he faid, | it again by a contrary a& of mifchief. To in- 
in being fo zealous for his country-men, whom | ftance in fome particulars: 7 
he knew to be the greateft enemies in nature He fet fome prifoners at liberty once, and 
to the confecration that was then in queftion: | foon after clapt them up again; without the 
but then it was frank and generous, he faid, | leaft colour of any other reafon for it, than 
ro own his opinion and to att according to his {to make their condition twenty times more 
judgment, ‘Thefe deliberations brought Caius | miferable and hopelefs than it was before. 
‘into a better temper, and drew this anfwer| Oruers, that expected to die, were only 
from him: ‘* That upon the inftance of A-j banifhed, and they took it for fo much clear 
“C grippa, he was prevailed upon to countermand gain to come off fo; not that they were con- 
& the dedication.” Writing at thefametime to | {cious of any even the leaft crime to deferve it, 
Petronius the governor of Syria, not to fuffer | but they found themfelves in the hands of an 
any innovationsin the Jewstcmple. But left | unjutt and an unmerciful judge. ‘Thefe peo- 
the prohibition fhould be more cffeétual than | ple, in fine, went into banifhment with as 
he intended it, he fubjoin’d a menace with it | good a wiil as others commonly return out of 
jn the fame letter to quality the obligation: |ic, and behaved themfelves with as much ho- 
end it ran in thefe words: ‘“* Always provid-| nour and bravery in their exile, as if they had 
“< ed that if any perfon whatfoever fhall pre- | been at freedom in their own honfes.” But it 
“ fume to obftruét or oppofe the dedication of | was not long yet, before Caius cut them off c= 
“* any altars, temples, or images, to the ho- very man of them by a military execution, 
“ nour of our royal felf or family, in any | without fo much as affigning any caufe of of- 
“ town, city, or other place whatfoever, the | fence; which put all the noble families in 
‘© metropolis of Jerufalem only excepted, ¢- | Rome into mourning, for the lofs of their 
“ very fuch perfon fo offending, fhall be ci- | friends and relations by fo furprifing an affaf~ 
“© ther punifh’d uponthe place, in the very aét | fination. vane 
‘© of his infolence, or otherwife remitted to] Anpif he parted with money at any time, 
“ our imperial will and pleafure to be dealt | he would neither ownit asa gift, nor as.a 
“ withal according to juftice.” . loan, upon confideration of intereft, but mill 

Tris claufe was effectually an abrogating | find fome way or other to recover it, as a 
of the grant, andno other than the doing and fraud, or as a theft, to the utter undoing of 
undcing of athing, obliquely, in the fame | him that received it; for it was not enough 
breath: befide that it tended naturally to the | to force back what he had given, unlefs the 
drawing on of a civil war; for every body ex~| whole cftate hereditary and acquired went 
peéted that the enemies of the Jews would fill | along with it. 
the whole country with their facrilegious abo~ Bur forthofe more particularly that valued 
minations, not fo much out of refpeét to Caius | themfelves upon the honour and reputation of 
as our of malice to us: and then the Jews | his favour, he found out ways to undo them 
themfelves, they thought on the other hand, | with compliments and fair words, under the 
would never have the patience to endure the | very pretext and countenance of that friend- 
fight of thefe prophanations: fo that upon the | fhip. And this was done by putting them up- 
leat provocationofa tumult, the image would on vaft expence in treats and entertainments,’ 
have been commanded up again. But divine | and fquandring away their fortunes in luxury 
providence had fo ordered it, that the people | and rior, to the degree fometimes of devour 
were all quiet beyond expectation; and with-| ing a confiderable eftate at a meal; and’a de- 
cut giving the leaft occafion for {uch a broil.| {perate debt at the end'on it never to be re- 
They were quiet, ‘tis true; and little the bet-| paid. This way of procecding- made all his 
ter for it, fo long as Caius continued as bufy | plaufible appearances of generofity look more 
and troublefome as ever he was, repenting | like baits and {nares than. obligations, ‘and 
himfelf of his very charity and compliance, | people were fo far from courting his ‘good 
and reviving the violence of his former rigour.| graces, that they were diretly afraid ‘of 
There was now no longer any talk of the | them. She : 
flatue at Sidon, for fear of infaming the mul-| Tus was his temper and conduct, variable 
titude : but there was another appointed to:be | and violent ; toward the Jews efpecially, who 
made at Rome, of copper gilded; and care| of all mortals were the moft his averfion.. He 
taken tor fending it away by fea fo privatcly, | began his caprice at Alexandria, with the fei- 
that ic fhould be fet up in the temple before | fure of their oratories, where he erctted ftatuea 
people wereaware. But this was to be done | and images to his own honour inftead ‘of. the 
as by chance upon the occafion of Caius’s voy-{ other, no body daring to difpute the authority 
age into Egypt. and the violence of the a€tion. The temple 

Now Caius’s heart being mightily fet upon | of the holy city was now the only remaining 
a vifit toAlexandria, hefpared for no coft for | fanétuary the Jews had lefe chem 5; and’Caius 
the convenience of his paffage; imagining that | had the confidence to attempt the appropria~ 
this was the propereit place in the world for| ting even of that alfo to his own ufe'and fer+ 
the advancing of his ridiculous defign of con-| vice under the title of, The temple of the new 
fecration 5 in refpeét bothof the authority and { Jupiter, the illuftrious Caius. - oe 

‘ AS 




























a 


nnnnn 


n 


to the Emperor. CAIUS. 
by any creature that beli¢ves there is a-God. 
But thefe outragious indignitiés were looked 
upon by the other fide as the prognofticks of a 
: \ certain victory, and there was not'one attri- 
and is not yet fatisficd, unlefs he may be ma-| bute fo peculiar to God himfelf, but they af- 
fter of the heavens too. Is the Almighty to | cribed indifferently to Caius.’ ~~ 
‘have-no part then in a world of his own crea- ‘THERE was onc Ifidore ftanding by then, a 
tion? not fo much asa field, a city, ora] crafty infinuating’ fellow, and an inveterate 
temple? not the leaft print or foot-ftep of any [enemy to-us, | This. Hidore, finding Caius fo 
pe fet apart for the fervice of the true God. | well pleafed with. thefe execrable and unna- 
ell Caius! little do you think what mi- |.taral flatteries, put in a word.here to his pur- 
feries you are now drawing upon yourfelf and | pofe. “ If you did but know, fir, fays he, the 
your empire, in this execrable project of yours: 
a thing impious and impracticable, in the very: 
‘nature of it, and not to be fo much as thought 
of without horror. - 


Was there ever fuch a piece of non fenficai 
arrogance ? Hercis, inthe firft place, a man 
fetting up for god: and a man, in the next 
place, that has the world at his feet already, 







race of them, have for your imperial majefty, 
-you would abhor them ten cimes more than 
‘you do. When the whole world was offering 
up their vows and prayers for the fafety of 
-your perfon, and the’ profperity of your go- 
vernment, thefe weré the only men ftood out. 
When I fay .thefe, I. mean ‘all the Jews 
without exception.”-” Upon rhe hearing of this 
calumny, we all crjed out unanimoufly to 
Caius. ‘* Sir, we ‘are’ flandered and belyed. 
‘© We have had our hecatombs and our facri- 
** fices in form, for the happinefs of ‘Caius and 
“* the empire, -and after the {prinkling of rhe 
« altar with the blood of the yiétims, we did 
‘* not.carry the ficth home with us and: make 
“¢ a feat of ic among ourfelves, as.many o~ 
“* ther people do, .bat committed the facrifice 
“« whole tothe facred fire. . And this we have 
‘© done. upon three remarkable occafions. Firit, 
** upon your majefty’s.acceflion tothe impe~ 
' yial ‘throne: -fecondly, upon Your recovery 
«6 out of that defperate ‘ft of ficknefs when aJl 








CHAP. XVIII. 


Caius’s barbarous treatment of Philo, and the 
other embaffadors of the Alexandrian Fews.. 


W E fhall come now to fome particulars 
that we both faw and heard, about the 
fubjeét of the embafly, when we firft entered 
upon this commiffion. We were no fooner 
entered the prefence, but Caius gave us to un- 
derftand, in the fiercenefs of his looks, words, 
and aétions, what we were to expect ; and thar 
he was not there as a judge, but as an accu~ 
‘fer ratherthan a party. For a fair and an im-: 
partial judge would have examin’d the matter 
in enaatel: fifted it from point to point, heard 
both fides indiffercntly in their turns, and up- 
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on advice with the commiffioners, have pafled:| “‘ the nations of the world were in-tears and 
fentence in open court: all this. and more |“ mourning for you,: | and thirdly, when we 
would have been donein form, efpecially in a |-“* offered up our vows and prayers for the fuc- 
cafe of this confequence, where the lives and |“ cefs of your armi¢s in Germany.” |). 
liberties of fo many thoufand Alexandrian Jews |... “ *Tis true,. fays Caius, like a hair-brain’d 
were all at ftake; and the matter fo clear,}“¢ madman, you did facrifice, bue it was to 
that for four hundred years it had never been |.“ another,.not to me; and. what am I ‘the bet- 
fo much as called in queftion. . But fo far was | “ tcr for your facrificing to another?” ‘This 
this unmerciful tyrant from complying with | blafphemous outrage ftruck us witha trembling 
the ordinary methods of law and juftice, that ; all.over, and chill’d the very blood’. in our 
on the contrary he treated us with a paflionate | veins; but Caius weqt on however in the mean 
brutality of infolence and contempt, below the | time, in a formal. way of taking ‘a view Of :all 
bafeft of flaves. , ) the apartments.from the common,offices to the 

Mecenas and Lamias had two gardens] treating rooms, and fo ftom ‘top Fo bottom, 
betwixt the palace and the town, which for j taking notice all the while where. he fotihd any 
three or four days had now been Caius’s re- | thing-amifs, and how he would have it,mend- 
treat. ‘This was the place it feems that’ Caius | 


ed. And ftill as. Caius went,fayntring up and 
had defign’d for the tragedy of the Jews, and y to mak : 


‘down,’ we follow’d him, -only to maké {pore 
weourfelves to be the fpeétators. Caius fends | for the company, bytheraillery and contempts 
for the gardeners, and bids them fet all the] they put upon us, to furnifh matter for a 
doors open, for he had a mind to take the air, farce : as the whole contrivance was in truth 
and entertain himfelf with the curiofities of | but a fcene upon the ftage, where the judge 
the place ; ordering them likewife at the fame | perfonated the accufers, and the accufers re- 
time to take us along with them. Upon this |. 


prefented an unjuft judge: and it was all but 
we were introduced, and cafting ourfelves up+|'fa¢tion and malice, without any femblance of 
on our faces at the emperor’s feet, we made 


‘truth. But being now at the mercy of fucha 
our humble addrefs to him in the ftile of em-| judge, and fuch an enemy, both in once, we 
peror and Auguftus. Caius returned the re-| had no defence left us but filence; efpecially 
{pect in fuch a manner, as gave us to under- 


when we had nothing to fay we could be the 
ftand, that not only our caufe, but our lives 


ves| better for on the one fide, ‘befide the endan- 
alfo were in danger. “ Well, faysCaius, with | 


gering of the main canfe on the other. 
a grin, and have you the impudence to difpute | Waen Caiushad now given fome neceflary 
a divinicy that all the world acknowledgés, 


orders about the buildings, he put it to us ina 
and to fet up a namelefs god againft Caius, ‘like| gtave formal way: ‘f Pray ye, fays he, how 
an execrable race of wretches as you are!” 


** come you to make fuch a confcience about 
With that word, he brake out into a blafphe-| “ the cating of fwine’s flefh?” This queftion 
mous exclamation, and ftretching out his hands 


put our enemies into another fir of laughing, 
into the air, uttered fuch words as ought not 


partly as they were pleas’d with the mockery, 
fo much as to be heard, much lefs repeated, 5 
a 





partly as they were tickled with the conceit, 


mortal hatred thatthefe people, and the whole’ 
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and in part, to curry favour with thcir mafter 
for liking the fame things thathe did. Now 
fome of the very family, that had a better tafte 
of good manners than their fellows, were dif~ 
guited to fee men guilty of fo much rudenefs 
ahd: fawcinefs in the prefence of the prince; 
“* For thefe liberties, they faid, were not ci- 
“¢ ther fafe or warrantable, but among familiar 
“* friends and equals.” : . pe 
Bur now to the queftion concerning fwine’s 
fiefh; our anfwer was, ‘* That feveral people 
“and places have their feweral fafhions and 
“* cuftoms, and our adverfaries are prohibited 
“ the ufe of fome things, as well as we are 
“ the ufe of others, Well, fays one of the 
““ company, but I have known fome people 
“* chat would not eat mutton. Very good, 
“ fays Caius, merrily, and I cannot blame 
“* them neither, for it is an unfavoury dith.” 
This bantering way of ridiculing us, was but 
adding affliction to affliction ; but in the end, 
Caius call’?d out to us in a peevifh paffion: 
“ Hark ye, fays he, I would fain know what 
“* title you have among you to the city privi- 
© leges and freedom you make fuch a talk 
<* of 2? We entered immediately upon the 
opening of the caufc. Bur Caius, finding him- 
felf already pinch’d in what he had heard, 
and in danger to be more put to it in what 
was to follow, broke off the difcourfe, and 
ftarting up ona fudden, ran haftily into the 
great hall, and when he had walk’d a while. 
there, from one place to another, he order’d 
the windows to be fhut. The glafs was as 
clear as cryftal, and fo fram’d, as indifferent- 
ly to keep the wind and the fun ont, and to 
Jet the lightin. After this he advanced upto 
us with a fober pace, and very gravely ask’d 
us, “ What we hadtofay.” We were ftill 
for fhortning the cafe, when Caius takes ano~ 
ther hafty vagary into a chamber, where he 
had a collection of antient paintings of the 
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greateft mafters, carefully depofited. Thefe 


Interruptions afd difappointments, one fuc- 
ceflively after another, made us fo fick and 
weary of our vexatious and fervile attendances, 


any more outrage, pafs’d only this fhort re= 
ficction upon us. “ Thefe men, fays he, that 
* will not believe me to be a god, are in my 
“* opinion rather mifetable than wicked.” And 
with thofe words Caius retir’d, and ordered 
us alfo to withdraw, ~ 
Arrer our deliverance from this judgment, 
or I might have faid, this prifon or theatre, 
we got a little breathing-while. It makes me 
think of a theatre, for we were ridicul’d, 
flouted, andhifs’d at, like fo marily buffoons 
upon a ftage; and treated otherwife like pri- 
foners, but with torments of foul over and a+ 
bove not to be exprefs’d, in the horrid blaf& 
phemies we were forced to be car-witneffes of, 
and under the outrages of a powerful and in- 
human prince. And what was the ground of 
his‘implacable rage againft us, but that the 
Jews were the only péople inthe world, thar 
refus’d to own him for a god? We do not 
{peak this as men afraid of death, for the love 
of life; but on the contrary, we fhould hav: 
counted it as the greatcft of bleffings, if ic 
might but have advanced the common caufe of 
our profeffion, But inthis cafe, our deftrudti- 
on would have been evidently the f{candal, if 
not the ruin of ovr whole.party; for the mif- 
catriages of deputies arc commonly imputed 
to the ill conduét of their principals. ‘This 
thought made us the more fenfible of any thing 
that would look like a deliverance 3 befide the 
anxious uncertainty we weré in, to confider, 
what fentence the emperor might think fit to 
pronounce, upon the iffue; for what could he 
fay to the merits of the caufe without hearing 
the particulars ? Would it not have been a 
hard cafe for all the Jews upon the face of the 
carth to be treated after the precedent of their 
five embaffadors? For if Caius fhould gratify 
the Alexandrians, we fhould never be quict 
any where clfe. We fhould have had neither 
friends, nor towns, nor oratories left: neither 
laws, rites, nor privileges; but all fwallow’d 
up in ruin and confufion, and no remedy but 
to fink at laft under the burden of an infup~ 
portable oppreffion. We were reduc’d, in 


and fo hopelefs withal, ‘that we look’d for no-| fine, to the laft extremity of a miferable de- 


thing bute death. 


In this anxiety of thought} fpair, abandon’d by our temporizing friends, 


we betook ourfelves tothe true God, with pray- | and difown’d effeftually by thofe we moft de- 


ers and fupplications to defend us from the | pended upon, 


who knew well enough the 


rage and menaces of the ged falfely fo call’d,| paffions he had for the vanity of being taken, 
who in compaffion to his fervants, mitigated | for a god. ; . ee 


the perfecutor’s fury: fo that Caius, without 
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ARON meets Mofes, 85. is'déclared high-prieft, ror. has-four 
fons, ib, the priefthood fettled upon him for ever, 114. his 
#. ¢ death,115. 
Abdon facceeds Elon, 148. 
Lfbel, fee Cain, 
pias king of Arabia tempted by treachery tomake war upon Izates, 489. 
routed, and his army cut to pieces, ib. kills himfelf, ib. 
‘fbias king of Judah gets a great victory over Jeroboam king of Ifracl, 
228. dies, andis facceeded by hisfon Afa, ib. 
‘foiathar efcapes Saul, 173. depofed from the priefthood, arr. 
Abimelech falls in love with Sarah, 60. caution’d againft it ina dream, ib. 
’- excufes himfelfjib. ; Poae 
.'Abimelech kills all his brothers but Jotham, who makes his:efcape, 14.5. 
feizes the govéetnment, and makes his will his law, ib. mortally wound- 


ed with a piece of a mill-ftone by a woman, and kill'd by his armour- 


bearer, 146. ‘ . . 

“Abifbag David’s bedfellows 206. 

bifocd kills 18000 Idur.eans, and lays them under contributions, 189. 
kills Achmon, 202. r 

Abner finds out Iftbofheth, ahd {ets him up king, 183. marches againft 
David, and is defeated by Joab, ib. kills Idazael, ib. goes over to Da- 
vid, 184. bafely murder’d by Joab, 185. ‘ 

‘Abrabam, his genealogy, 55. adopts Lot, quits Chaldea;.and takes up his 
abode in Canaan, aM piety, refolution, and wifdom, ib. goes into 
Egypt with Sarah his wife; ib. ftudiesthe laws andcuftoms of the coun- 
try, 57- he and Lot part lands betweeri them, ib. routs the Aflyrians, ib. 


refcnes Lot,. 58. prefents Melchizedeck with the {poils, ib. God pro-: 


mifes him a fon, ib. offers up a facrifice, ib. entertains three angels, who 
confirm God's 
Gerar, 60. God tries him, and demands Ifaac for a facrifice; 61. his 
faith and obedience; ib. difcourfe to Ifaacat the altar, ib. a voice from 
’ heaven bids him hold his hand, ib, children, by ‘Keturah, and: their 
offspring, 62 ‘propounds a match for his fon Ifaac with Rebekah daugh- 
ter of Nachor, ib. what paffed between his fervant and: Rebekah; ib. 
death, 63. : . 
‘Abfalor ie a plot to kill Amnon at a fheep-fhearing, and at length brings 
his defign to effeét, 194. fliesto Gefhur, ib. puts Joab upon getting 
leave for himro come into the kifg’s prefence, 195. goes to Hebron up- 
on a pretended vow, and inveigies the people to declare him king, ib. 
commits a horrid wickednef$ at the inftance of Achitophel, 197: makes 
Amafa his general, fights abattle with hisfatker, and lofesthe day, 198. 
a bough takeshim up by the hair of his head, and Joab runs him thro’ 
with a javelin, ib. j . : 

"Abfan facceeds Jeptha, 148. : 

Achar's twanfgrelfion, 132. ftoned to death, 133° ne 

Achif> entertains David, gives him Zicklag, and engages him in his war 

| with the Philiftins, 177. . : 
chitophel goes over to Abfalom, 196. his counfel for deftroying of Da- 

vid, bar oppos’d by Hufhai, 197. hangs himfelf, 198. > 

‘Achmon ftrikes David to the ground, and is flain by 4bifbai, 202. 

Acme a Jew, Julix’s fervant, and in penfion to Antipater, 430. put to 

‘death, 432- aos ; ere 

Adad ttirs up fedition againft Solomon, 222, 323- ; 

Adad king of Syria and Damafcus, overthrown, 1 89. befieges Ahab in Sa- 
maria, and isworfted, 233,234. flies to Ahab for mercy, ib. lays fiege 

’ to'Samaria, and brings it to great extremity, 24 1.falls fick, and is ftrang- 

. led by Hazael, 243. . 

‘Adam and Eve formed, and whence fo called, 49. Adam gives names to all 
living creatures, ib. their fall, 50. Adam hides himfelf, ib. ‘God expof 
tulates with him, ib. Adam,and Eve curfed, ib. turned out of thegar- 
den, ib, Adam's age, 51. ; 3 

. Adonibexek defeated and taken prifoner, 138. oe 8 

Adonijab {ets up for king, but lets fall his pretence upon the peo le’s op- 
-polisg him, 206. flies for fanétuary to the altar, and begs pardon, 207. 
makes anintereft with Bathfheba, for marrying Abifhag, 210, put to 

_ death, arr. : : 
Adrazar king of the Sophenians overthrown, 189: : : 

Egyptians purfue the children of Ifraeland are drowned, 89. overthrown 
and carry’d away captive to Babylon, 265. partial and prepoffefs'd, 5og. 

gyptians, &c. a people of antiquity and credit, 499- 

Mlineas, fee Zretas. : 2 4 . F 

Agag taken prifoner, and kept alive, 164. putto death in Gilgal,.165. 

Agatharchides refle&ts upon the Jews, 509. : 7 e 

Agrippa gives Herod a vifit, 399- gives the Jews of Toniaa hearing, and af- 
‘figns them counfel, 400. declares for the Jews, confirming their claims, 
and affuring them of protection, gor. his rife, 451.. vaft profufions, ib. 
retires to Malatha, ib. goesabroad at Anthedon, and gives his creditors 
the flip, 452, takes up money upon his wife’s credit, ib. goes to Tiberi- 

“us at prea, ib. charg’d with defrauding the emperor, and forbid to 
ebt, ib. tells Antonia thécafe, and thelends him 


depart till he pays the . " 
the money, a eave thearrear, and {ets himfelf right with the emperor, 


x 


romife to him of afon, 99. withdraws with Sarah ro: 


ib. made governor to Gefar’s grand-child, Tiberius Nero, ib. _ Caius’s 
favourite, 453. put in chains, and drage’d to prifon in his robes, 454. 
difcharg’d, 456. crown’d,’ and other marks of honour conferr’d upon 
him, ib. prefents Cefar with afplendid treat, for which he is .promis’d 
alarge requital, 459. contents himfelf with the blefling of Cefar’s fa~ 


vour, 460. begs Cefar to recal his order for fetting up his ftatue in Ju- 

_ dea, and obtains the requeft, ib. gives it our that Caius isnotdead, 477- 

"keeps - Claudius’s heart; ib. his opinion on the prefent ftate of affairs, 

ib. fends to Claudius, to lay down Ris claim, ib. gives Claudius private 

Anftructions what todo, ib. gives Claudius good counfel, 479. fent away 

to his government, 480. dedicates his pollen chain to God, ib. com= 
plains to Petroniusof the ftatue dedicated to Cefarin the Jews fyna- 
ogue; ib. takes away Silas’s commiflion; 482. fortifies Jerufalem, and 
laudius puts a ftopto the work, ib. generofity, ib. paffes from Berytus 

to Tiberias, where he receives feveral royal vifits, ib. compliments 
Marcus governor of Syria, and what was the confequence thereof, ib. 
takes the pontificate from ‘Matthias, and gives it to Elioneus, 483. falls 
into gripes and torments, reproves his flatterers, and confefles his own 
frailty, ib. death, ib. revenue, ib. children, ib. . : “ 

Agrippa engages Agrippina in the Jews favour, 492. he and his wife buri- 
ed under Vefuvius, ib. gives the high-priefthood to Ifmael, 494, builds 
a magnificent palace, at which the Jews grumble, 495, depofes Ana-~ 
nus, and gives the pontificate to Jefus, ib. enlarges Cefarea-Philippi, 
and calis it Neronias, 496. builds a glorious theatre at Berytus, ib. takes 
the high priefthood from Jefus thefon of Damneus, and gives itto Je- 
fus the fon of Gamaliel, ib. ° | : 

Agrippa complains of Herod to Tiberius, 591: dangerous expreffion of his 
to Caius, for which he is kept in prifon to the death of Tiberius, ib. ad- 
vanced by Caius, 592. in favour both with Claudius and the fenate, 593. 
fides with Claudius, and fent-with an embaffy to the fenate, ib. juftities 
Claudius’s army, ib. vaft wealth and power, 594. death, ib. : 

Agrippa facceeds Herod of Chalcis, 595. 

Agrippa fends troops to Jerufalem, 607. propounds an alliance with the 
Romans, and fends Borceus and Phebus to manage the treaty, who were 
flain by the: multitude, 613. treats Vefpafian’and his army twenty days 
at Cefarea Philippi,.639, hurt with a ftone, 644. . fends for Philip to 
court, and giveshim honourable commiffions, 34. falls into a {woon at 
the news of confecrating Caius’s image, 767. writes to Caius about it, 768. 

Aerie built by Herod to the honour of Agrip ay 561, 562. 

Abab facceeds Omri king of Ifrael; 230. a wicked prince, ib. reproaches 
Elias as the occafion of famine, 2314. hatha mind to Naboth’s vineyard, 
232. foretold his ruin and diftruétion, 233. befieged by Adad, ib. 
compleat victory, over Adad, 234. treats Adad kindly, and difiniffes 
him, ib. for which he is reproved by the prophet, 235. confults his 
prophets about the war with Adad, who promife him victory, ib. fights 
and receives his death’s wound by a chance arrow, 236. fons and re- 
lafions put to death, 245. - 

baz fucceeds Jotham, 252. anidolatrous and bloody prince, ib. over- 
thrown by Pekah, with a prodigious flaughter, ib gains Tiglath-Pilefer 
over to him, 253, lays Syria watte, forces Daimafcus, puts Rezin to the 
fword, and tranfplants theinhabitants, ib, makes Tiglath~Pilefera great 
prefent, ib. heinous wickednefsand death, ib. 


Abaziah facceeds Ahab; 236. wickednefs, 238. dies without iffue, and 


leaves his kingdom to his brother Jehoranm, 239. flainby Jehu, 245. 
Abaziah facceeds Jehoram king of Judah, 245. relations put to death, ib. 

all his fons, except Joafh, put todeath, 246. a: 
Abimelech the high-prieft gives David a viaticum, and the {word of Go- 

liath, 171. his defencero Saul, 172. he and his family put to the fword, 


173- 

Albinus’s menacing letter to Ananus, 495. fucceeds Peftus, a corrupt ty~ 
rannical governor, ib. he and Florus compar’d, ib. 

Alcimus, or Jacimus, made high prieft after Onias Menelaus, 315. com- 

’ plains of Judas to Demetrius, ib. barbarous cruelties, 316. advifes De- 
metrius to fend Nicanor with an army againft Judas; ib. cut off by a 
judicial vengeance. 917. : 7 

Alexander facceeds Philip of Macedon; 291. victory over Darius at Gra- 
nicus, ib, marches into Syria, takes Damafcus, and Sidon, and, lays 
fiegé to Tyre, 292. takes Tyre by affault, and belieges Gaza, ib. ad- 
vances againft Jerufalem, ib. reverently falutes the high-prieft, ib. 
calls to mind the figure of Jaddus in a vifion hé had at Dion, ib.con- | 
ducted by.the priefts to the temple, where he facrifices, ib. bounty 
and concefions of grace towards the Jews, ib. : 

Alexander Janneus facceeds his brother Ariftobolus, ¥3§. put ene of 
his brothers to death, and provides for the other, ib. befieges Prole- 
mais, ib. quits the fiege, and plays a politick game, betwixt the in- 
tereft of Cleopatra and Prolemy, .339. ‘ i 

Alexander Janneus afronted by hisown people, and how he reveng’d him- 
felf, 3412 defeated by Demetrius, ib. being declaréd king, he rules 

. very tyrannoufly, and is therefore nick-nam'’d Thracidas, ib, fortifies 
all the avenues from Capharfaba to Joppa, 342. ,fubdues the Galaadites 
and Moabites, rafes Amathus to the Ground, 539. routed by Obodas, 
342. wars, exploits, ficknefS and death, 540, leaves the regency to his 
wife Alexandra, and two fons Hyrcanus and Ariftobulus, 343, 540- 

, . - oL - : | fhlexandar 
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Alexander the fon of Ariftobhulus, worfted by Antipater, 544. withdraws 


to Alexandrion, where he is béfieged and routed, 352, 544- fabmits 
and delivers up the caftles he had in his hand, 352. beheaded, 354, 


Antiochus Dionyfins farprized by Alexander, flain, and his army routed, 












342. 

Antiochus Epipbanes facceéds Seleucus, 307. makes a furious inroad into 
Egypt, but forced back again by the Romans, ib. enters Judea, takes 

erufalem, facks it, and: lays it wafte, ib. 535. Letters to Nicanor in 
favour of the Z.idonians, 308.. Preparations againft the Jews, 310. be- 
fieges Elymais, but forced to draw off, 313. acknowledges God's jude~ 
ment upon him, 3145 dies and leaves the government to his fon Mane 
chus Eupator, ib. 536. c 

Antiochus Epiphanes and Prolemy, competitors, 535: 

Antiochus Eupator facceeds his father Antiochus Epiphanes, 314. lays fiege’ 
to Bethfura, ib. engages with Judas, ib: takes Bethfura upon terms hae 
breaks his articles, 315. takes the temple upon'conditions, but breaks 
his covenants, 315- overthrows Philip, ib. put to death; ib. 

Antiochus king of Syria, his feverity towards the’ Jews,” 735. advice to 
Eleazar, .738. commands feveral to be brought before him, and to” 
facrifice to idols, 741. exhortation to feven brethren and their mother, 
ib. orders his inftruments of torture to be brought before’rhem, but all 
in vain, ib. orders them all to be feverely punifhed, and put to death, 
742. : ; 

Antiochus the Great, makes himfelf mafter of Judea, 301. favourable to the 
Jews, ib. marries Cleopatra, the daughter of Prolemy, 302. 

Antiochus Gryphus and Antiochus Cyzicenus perpetually in war, 335. 

Antiochus Grypbus flain, 340. 

Antiochus thé fon of a Jew, the ruin of Antioch, 720. eo 

Antiochus Soter makes war upon Tryphon, overthrows him, chafes him out 
Fey and befieges him in Dora, 332. makes a league with Simon 
the high-prief, who affifts him in the fiege, ib. treachery againft Simon, 
wie gets the pete ee him, ib. belitac: Hyrcanus in che fort at Jern- 
alem, 333- grants the Jews a feven days truce, ib. raifes the fiege, 334. 
deen alin ib. J - ; oonaee 

Antipas goes to Rome, and fets up for himfelf againft Archelaus, 435, 611. 

Antipater makes an intereft for Hyrcanus againft Ariftobulus, 347. mediates 
with Aretas toward the reftoring Hyrcanus, ib. does Cefar eminent fer- 
vice in his war with Egypr, 355. aflitts Mithridates, and takes Pelufium, 
ib. 545. refcucs Mithridates, and routs the Egyptians, 3 55, 546. exhor- 
tation to the people 356. his reputation draws envy uponhim, ib. made 
oe of Judea, 546. rebuilds the walls of Jerufalem, ib. prefers 

hafael and Herod, ib. poifoned in his drink, 543. : ‘ 

Antipater, fon of Herod the Great, endeavours to fu plant, his brother, 402, 
waits upon Agripya to Rome, which is much to his advantage, 402, 403: 


Pere and Ammonius contrive the death of Prolemy, 525." 

“exand-r and Ariftobulus, the Sons of Herod, their tender and gencrous 
behaviour, 493. : u 

Alexander's addref§ and defence, 403. made Prifoner, 412, 567. his 
fricnds rortur'd, ib. bravery snd conftancy, ib. feigns a plot, and pre- 
tends to confeG it, ib. makes Eurycles his confident, 415, 569. clear’d,. 
404. accus'd, 416, bound and examin’d, iv. death, 420. children, 422. 

Alexander Ballez. {eizes Prolemais in Syria, 321. endeavours to make Jo- 

‘nathan his friend, ib. creates him high-prieft, ib. marries. Cleopatra, 
224. does all things highly to the honour of Jonathan, ib. prerends a 
deteftation of Apoilonius, and compliments Jonathan, 325- 

Alexandra, tate of Judea under her, 343. confules the Pharifees about 
her husbsnd’s body, and the goveriment, tb. oe the people, and 
the Pharifees govern Alexandra, ib. death and chara€ter, 335, 541. 

Alexandra governs Herod, 365. puts Cleopatra upon begging the pontifi- 
cate of Anthony for her fon, 576. fends Anthony the pictures of Ari- 
Riobulus and Mariamne, ib. vindicates her felf, 4 writes to Cleopa- 
tra for advice, 377- fhe and her fon convey’d into Egypt, ib. keeps 
her affliction to herfelf upon the death of her fon, ib. fends Cleopatra 
the ftory of the murder of her fon, 378. of a turbulent high fpiric, 
383. Heart fails her to a moft {candaious Degree, 387. contrives the 
getting fome forts into her hands, butis difcovered, and executed, 38S. 

Aewardrians, their implacable rage, 611, 758.” : 

lance berween the tenare of Rome and the Jews, 355 

wiltar of incenfe, 99. to be erected between mount Crain and Gebal, 
128. of ttones, 131- ereéted in memory of the league between the 
the berderers on both fides the river Jordan, 136. . 

tmalekite difpatches Saul, and takes away his crown and bracelets, 180. 
calts himfeif at David's feer, 182. ordered to be put to death, ib. 

Amalekites pillage and bum Zicklag, 180. purtued and cut in pieces by 
by David, ib. routed by Jofuah, 94. 

weriafis comes over to the intereit of David, 200. ftabb’d by Joab, 201. 

wamaszizh Yucceeds Joath, 248. deteats the Amalekites, Jdumeans and Ga- 
harens, 249. apottutizeth, ib. delivers up Jerufalem to fave his life, 
2§2. kill'd by his own peopie, and fucceeded by Uzziah, ib. 

Ammonites and Philittines break in upon the Ifraetites, 146. fall into Gi- 
leacl with an army, 147. 






udminzenius his infamo.is death, 325. univertally hated, 421. fticks at nothing to advance his intereft, though 
“Jnson ravifhes Thamar, and her brother Abfalom lays a plot to take to no purrs ib. pretends to Salome, and fhe countermines him, 422. 


he and his mother forbid to come together, 424. gets himfelf to be 
fent to Rome, ib. ina plot to deftroy the king, 425, 572. goes to Se- 
bafte, where he is received with curfes inftead of acclamations, 426, 
comes to the palace gates in his robes, and admitted, but his followers 
fhut out, 427. trial, ib. 577. charg’d with dealing with wizards, 429. 
defence, 427. hypocrify, 529. made a prifoner, ib. mames Antiphilus 
for a confpirator, 430. left to Herod's difcretion, 432. gives Herod for 
dead, and treats with the keeper about his efcape, ib. ordered to be 
put to death, ib. 580, expelled, 563. craft, 564. character, 565. clofe . 
and artificial way of management by fpies and informers,ib. his mother 
orders the plot aguinft Herod, 566. occafion of Herod’s cruelty, 567. 
a great dealer in forgery and falfe intelligence, 576. ina plot with Acme 
againft Salome, 578. : 

Antipatris built by Herod in honour of Antipater, 562. 

Antonia prefles Tiberius to give Eutychus a hearing, 453. prevails with 
Macro to make Agrippa’s condition eafy to him, 455. 3 . 

Antonia built, 561. taken, 607. 

Apion accufes the Jews for refufing to pay divine honours to Caius, 457- 

Apion a dark, a coarfe, and a fabulous writer,515. celebrates the laft Cleo- 

atra, though the lewdeft of women, ib. his obje€tions anfwer'd, 5x8. 
imputes all the ftate-factions to the divifions among the Jews, ib, re- 
flections upon his fooleries, ib. forgeth an oath, and chargeth it upon 
is calumnies laid open, 522- vanity and felf-conceit, ib. 


awav his Jife, 193, 194- kill’d, 194. ; 
men Vacceeds Manafleh king of Judah, 259. A libertine prince, and 
cut oft in the fecord yeur of his reign, ib. ; 

Amare! advanced to the pontificate and depofed, 375, 376. . 

Tyearias and Ananus fent bound ro Rome, 492. Ansniss and Hezekias 
their death, 608. 

Ananis removed fron being high-prieft, and Ifmael fucceeds him, after 
whom comes Eleazar, Simon after Eleazar, and from Simon to Jofeph, 
445 putin Jofeph’s place, 495. fierce, bloody, and a Sadducee, ib. 
calis acounail, and cites James the brother of Jefus to appear before 
him vee a charge of blafphemy, &c. and trey are fentenc’d to be 
fton’d, ib. : 7 

Anarssthe high-prief reafons the cafe with the zealots, and makes a party 
againft them, 650, 651. ‘ 

Anarss the high-prieft, and Jefus the fon of Simon tamper’d againft Jo- 
feph, 34. Ananus and Jefus put to death, 657. perfons of exemplary 
piery and virtue, ib. 

Andromackus and Gamellus banifh’d, 411. 

wannins Rufus fucceeds Ambivius, 445. 

antbony pablifhes feveral edicts in favour of the Jews, 362. encounters 
with Cleopatra, 363 advifes with Hyrcanus, fb. receives Herod with 
infinite honour and refpect, 370. leaves his army to Sofius,: and goes 
himfelf to Egyzt,ib. orders Antigonusto be put to death, 373. writes 
ro Herod how glad he fhould be to fee Ariftobulus, Sc: 376. fends for 
Herod to anfwer for himfelf, 37S. fubdues Armenia, and compliments 
Cleopatrawith prifoners and prefents, 350. bids Herod fall upon the 
Arabians, ib. defeated at Actium, 383, 559. makes Phafael and Herod 
tetrarchs of Judea, $50. Anthony and Cleopatra their death, 38. 

Antigonas put to death, and his death exa€tly foretold by one Judas a pro- 

et, 337- : : 

Jeeicoeas comphins to Cefar of Hyrcanus and Antipater, and what was 
the iffue, 355. raifeth an army, 361. defeated, 362. contraéts with the 
Parthiansto depofe Hyrcanus, and put Herod and his brothers to death, 
oe declared king, and putin poffeffion of the government, 366, 551. 

ites off Hyrcanus's ear, 551. befiegeth Mafflada, and Jofeph defends ir, 

- 367, 553. itrikes of Jofeph’s head, 555. carry’d in chains to Anthony, 

73. amean pitiful wretch, 557. forty five of his men put to death, and 
himfelf beheaded, 374, 557- . 

Antioch burnt by means of Antiochus the fon of a Jew, 720. overjoy’d at 
the coming of Titus, 722. people prefs the banifhing the Jews out of 

- Antioch, bur nor heeded by Titus, ib. 

Antiochus his treachery and facrilege, 519. fantaftical encounter between 
him and a Grecian, 520. 

Artiocbus Cyzicenus prefieth to relieve Samaria, 335-sravages Hyrcanus’s 
country, ib. commirteth the war to Callimander and Epicrates, ib. 

Antiochus king of Comagene, an unfortunate prince, 726. his two fons, 
Epiphanes and Callinicus, gave the Romans battle, ib. retires into Cili- . 3 
cia, and his two fons fhift for chemfelves, ib. he and his two fons fent | iffebulus, eldeft fon of Hyrcanus, makes himfelf ro be crowned king, 337- 
to Rome, and fer at liberty, and highly enrertain’d by Vefpafian, ib. takes Antigonus into the government with bim, ib. barbarous i 
dies, and a difpute arifeth about the form of government, 446. * ties,ib. {Cized with a horror of confcience, and vomiting of ee 

2 : ~ 


the Jews, 521. his 
miferable death, ib. 

Apollonius, governor of Syria, fends Jonathan acontemptuous challenge, 324. 

“srabians in miferable ditrefs for want of water, 383. deliver themfelves to. 
Herod’s protection, ib, burn Arus, and rifle and burn Sampho, 438. 
render themfelves at diferetion, and petition Herod to take them into 
his protection, $59. : : : 

Archelaus comes into Judea, and moves Herod to be ‘friends with Alexan- 
der, who palliates the matter with an artificial mediation, 412, 568. 
brings Alexander to his father, 569. fet up in the place of Herod, 433» 
508. receiv’d asfucceffor to Herod withacclamations, ib. Eee decla- 
ration in favour of the people, 581. facrifices, and treats his friends, ib. 
cuts off the factious Jews, 434. goes to Rome, and leaves Philip to ad- 
minifter in his abfence, ib. and 482. fatisfaction demanded of--him for 
Herod’s mifdemeanors, 435. mects Sabinus at Cefarea in his way to Ju- 
dea, 435. informed againft, and the iffue of the bufinefS, 43 5, 582. ca 
himfelf at Cefar's feet, 436. hiftory in his ethnarchy, 441. banifhed,and 
Riis goods confifcated, ib. and 588. his foreboding dream expounded by 
Simon an Effene, 442. ~ 

-Avetas enters Judea with 5000 men, gives Ariftobulusan overthrow, forces 
him into Jerufalem, and befieges him there, 347, 541- refents the indig- 
nity done to his daughter, 450. : : 

Aretas, or Eneas, fuccecds Obodas, 414. 

Arion fapplies Hyrcanus with 1090 talents, 305.- 

Arifieus moves Prolemy in behalf of the Jews, 295- 
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which he confeffes ro be a jut judgment paffed upon him, ib. 538. aj 


good man upon the main, and a-triend: to the ews, 338. 

dviflobules, fon of Alexander, remonftrates againft the EParitees, 343. fent 
with an army againft Prolemy, 344. falls upon Aretas and‘ Hyrcanus, 
cuts off feven thoufand of their’men, and Cephalio, the brother of An- 
tipater, among the reft, 348., he and Wyrcanus implore Pompey’s af- 
fiftance one againft the other, 349. ‘goes into Judea in a huff, ib. his 
vanity, and Pompey’s contempt of him, 542. takes fanctuary in Alexan- 
drion, ib. makes for Jerufalem, and follow’d by Pompey, ib. delivers 
up.all the caftles in his poffeffion to Pompey, 349. offers Pompey mo- 
ney, &c. tb: he and his family carry'd away prifoners to Rome, 351, 
543. gives Prolemy the flip, 543. routed by the Romans, 352. taken 
with his fon Antigonus, and fent a fecond time prifoner to Rome, ib. 
544. fer at liberty by Cefar, 354, 545. poifon’d by the Pomipeians, and 

* his body tranflated to Judea, 555. : : 

‘Ariflobulus and Alexander fent to Cefar, who grants Herod the liberty of 
chufing which he .pleafeth for his fucceflor; 393. 
cate, 376. drown'd by the practice of Herod, 377, 563. : 

‘Arius, king of Lacedemon, claims kindred of rhe Jews, and writes to Onias 
the high-prieft about an alliance, 306." : 

wrk taken, 153. carried in triumph to the temple of Dagon, 154. Dagon 
fails down before it, ib. judgments following upon its détenfion, ib. re- 
moved to Afcalon, ib. plagues attending it, till brought back again, ib. 
council about it, 155. refolution how to difpofe of it ib. carried by 
the beafts which ftop at Bethfhemesh, ib. feafts of joy at its return, ib, 
tranfported to Kirjah-jearim, and continues there twenry years, ib. 

‘Artabanus beats Vonones, and follows him into Parthia, 449. betray’d, but’ 
reinforced and recovers his kingdom, 449. courts Afineus ‘and Anileus 
to come to an alliance, 461. gives Afineus the command of Babylon, 462. 

’ life fought, and thereupon applies himfelf to Izates for faccour, who 
according!y grants it, 488. death, ib. : 

Artaxerxes facceeds Xerxes, 284. makes a magnificent feaft, ib. invites 
Vafhti, who refufes to come, 285. confuJts what to do thereupon, ib. 
puts away Vafhti, ib. takes Efther to wife, ib, none to approach him 
upon the throne uncalled, upon pain of death, ib. orders the Jews to be 
extirpated, 286. gives Ether his golden fcepter, 287. grants Efther her 
requeft, ib. vacates his letrers againft the Jews, 289. ; 

‘Artorius, his ftrange efcape, 707. r oe a 

Afa fucceeds Abias, 228. an excellent prince, ib, gives Zateus king. of 
Ethiopia a great overthrow, ib. a league between him and the king of 
Damatcus, 229. ereéts Gaba and Mafphah, ib. dies, and Siccecael by 
his fon Jehofhaphat, 230. a ; 

Afineus and Anileus, two brothers, and fail-weavers by trade, 461. run 

' away from their mafters, and gather a ftrong party, ib. build an impreg- 
nable fort, and the king of Parthia takes the alarum, ib. Afineus hears 
the neighing of horfes, and has news of the enemy’s approach, ib. 
gives the enemy a great overthrow, ib. Afineus and Anileus defired to 
come to an alliance, ib. gain a general efteem, but falling from their 
religion and. manners, lofe it again, 462. Anileus falls in love with a 
Parthian lady, kills the husband, and takes the woman to his bed, ib. 
marries a barbarian and an idolatrefs, ib. Afineus chides his brother, and 
is’ poifon'd, 463. Anileus makes an inroad upon Mithridates, and car- 
ries off a vaft booty, ib. routs Mithridates, ib. routed by Mithridates, . 
ibid. ; : . 

Afmonean family, 373. its end, ib. . . 

Afprenas, Novbanus, and Antcius cut to pieces, 471. 

Athaliah meditates a revenge upon the houfe of Ahab, 246. 

Athenians, their bravery: not able to fupport them againft the Romans, 
638. open to all profelytes, 528. made it death to aét or fpeak againft | 
their religion, ib. : rn 

‘Athenion does Jofeph ene UeREey of Onias‘all good offices, &c. 353. 

Athronges {ets up for king with his four brothers, but in the end they are 
all taken and fupprefs’d, 438, 584. ; 

Augufius and Anthony, Herod’s friends, 367. generofity to Herod, 573. 
competitors for the empire, 330. grants Herod three provinces, and 
which fon he pleafeth for his fucceffor,-393. bounty, kindnets, and 
humanity to Herod, 394, 561. makes Pheroras a tetrarch in Judea, 394. 
gracioufly receives Herod, and reftores him his two fons, 398. confirms 
the Jews in their privileges, 414. writes a fharp letter to Herod, 406. 
reconciled to Herod, 417. writes Herod a condoling letter, 4.18.’ fettles 
the government, and fees Herod’s will executed, 440, 586. death, 445, 
gor. ; 

Authors, their different ends in writing, 47. sat 

Axizus, king of the Emefenes, dies, and is fucceeded by his brother, 493. 

= B 
AANAH and Rechab murder Ifhbofheth, and are put to death 
5 with exquifire torments, 185, 186. : 

Baaba kills Nadab king of Ifrael, and feizes the government, 229. 
infenfible and hardened, ib. takes Ramath, and fortihes it, ib. cut off 
by Creon and fucceeded by his fon Elah, ib. : 3 

Bacchides makes an inroad into Judea with a great army, 317. overcomes 
Judas, 318. follows Simon and Jonathan into the wildernefs, 320. at~ 
tacks Jonathan upon the fabbath-day, ib. fortifies the, citadel at Jerufa- 
lem, ib. lays fiege to Bethalaga, and forced to withdraw, ib. leaves Ju- 

é dea in peace, 321. ‘ 

Bagoas and other Pharifees put to death, 424. 

Begofes advances Jefus to the pontificate, 291. 
alaam and Balaak, their hiftory, 136, 117- es 

Sélad king of Babylon, a league between him and Hezekiah, 22, 58. 













put into the pontif- | 


. Jerufalem, 355, 546, murdered in the fenate, 548. Ce 


Caftor, a bold, cra 
Caftration forbidden, 127. . 
“Catullus his miferable end, 734. 
Celer dragged to death thro’ ch ; 
Certamen. Quinquennale, 409. ; os Ear ae eae 
Ceftius Gallus, governor ‘of Syria, 598. marches to Prolemais, Crt. the | 


- fiege, and the rebels falt upon his-rear, ib. in a mifera 
Ghereas meditatés a revenge upon Caius, 467. breaks his mind to. Clemens 
. and Papinius, and the 


Banus, rafter to Jofephus, 25. 
Bavich fet at liberty, 267. . ! reer ; 
Barzaphaines charged with treachery,’ but denies it, 365. falfe and perfi- 


dious, 551. 


Barzillai's faithfalnefs to David, and the kindnefs he received for it, 207, 
Baffus befieges Macherus, 724. -befets the Jews in‘the foreft of Jardes, and 


cus off 3000 of them, 725. 


Bathjbeba; fee David ; fee Adonijah. nak pete 9s 
Belfoazzar king of Bibylon, 270. the ftory of the handewriting appearing 


to him upon the wall, ib, taken in Babylon by Cyrus and. Darius, 271. 
the Jaft king of Nebuchadnezzar’s family, ib. : 


Benjamin {eized and carried to Jofeph, 77. : 
Benjdmites make the people of Jerufalem tributaries, 138... routed; and 


1x hundred of them invited back again from the mountains, 140. war 
.of the Benjamites ended, 141. 


Berenice fafpected of inceft, 492. fhe and her husband part, ib. goes to 


Jerufalem to pay a vow, 600. moves’ Florus in favour of the Jews, ib. 


Berofiss’ mentions Noah’s ark, 505. account ee the war of 


Hezekiah and Senacherib, 257. takes notice of Balad inf of Baby-~ 
Jon, 258. writes of Nebuchadnezzar, Nebulafiar, &c. 269, 505. con- 
cerning the remple of Jerufalem, 506. agrees with the hebrew books, 
507. me 


Beryllus gets a mandate for disfranchifing the Jews, 494. 

Bondage in Egypt foretold, 58. : a 

Booz receives Naomi and Ruth kindly, 151. takes Ruth to wife, Ig2, 
Brazen-Gate opens of itfelf, 712. ; 

Burial allow’d to publick enemies, 125. 


c 


C ECINNA draws Vitellius’s men over to Vefpafian, 724: _ 


Cefar difcharges Ariftobulus, 354. makes, Hyrcanus high-prieft, An- 
tipater governor of Judea, and orders the eae of the walls of 
ar and Anthony 

in war with Brutus and Caftius, ib. Cefar’s bounty to Herod, 561. 


Cefarea fitiifhed, 405. occafion of the Jewish war, 598. 

‘| Cefarion built by Herod, 561. 

Cefennius Gallus ; fee Gallus. 

Cefonia dies with great conftancy, 475. ; / 

Caiaphas removed, and Jonathan put in his ftead, 449: Thy 

Cain, hiftory of him and Abel, 50. inventor of weights and meafures, and 


firft enclofer, $1. 


Caius Caligula genetally beloved, 455. facceeds Tiberius, ib, 592. takes , 


away his brother's life upon the death of Tiberius, contrary to what 
he had promifed, ib. informs the fenate ‘of Tiberius’s declaration, 456. 
orders Agrippa to be difcharged, ib. advances Aprippa to the grief af 
Herod and his wife, ib. goes to Rome, and takes the body of Tiberius 
with him, ib. gives Agrippa a pelden chain, ib. refpect'to Herodias, 
457. all things in a happy condition for the firft feven months of his 
reign, 751. moderation for the firft.two years, 457. falls defperately ilk 


' to the great reluétancy of all, 751. recovers, ib. barbatous ingratitude 


and cruelty, 465, 752, & feq. aflumes divine honours, and’will be ddored 
as a God, 457, 465, 755,756. thinks himfeif affronted by the Jews for 
refufing to pay him divine honour, 458, 757. orders'Pertonius to fer 
up his ttatue in the temple at Jerufalem, 458, 762. enraged at Petro- 
nius, but diffembles the matter, 767. recalls his ‘order for fétting up his 
ftatue, 460, 772. repents and countermands his own order, 772. lays a 
bridge from Puteoli to Mifenum,463. rifles all the temples to ad-rn:his 
palace, ib. orders Regulus to fend the Olympian Jupiter's ftatue to 
Rome, ib. his girl fet upon Jupiter's knee in the capitol, 466. reproacheg 
Chereas with cowardice, 467. orders Petronius to be put'to'death, and 
how prevented, 593. murdered, 470, 593. ftoryof his murder reported 
feveral ways, 472. death publifhed by proclamation, ib. wife and daugha 
ter put’ to death} 475. character, ib. 


Caleb one of Mofes’s fpies, 133. : 
Camzbyfes facceeds Cyrus, and prevailed with to countermand the defign of 


rebuilding the‘city and temple of Jerufalem, 275. death, 276. , 


“Canaan, 68. famine there, 63.Canaanites to be-deftroy'd, 127,128. keep their 


holds, 134. overthrown and their age ae, 134. march.'againgt the 
Tfraelites under Adonibezeck, and de cated, 138. Tees 


Cantharas removed from the pontificate, and Jofeph fet up-in his’ ‘place, 
2 486. . Pa . sa 8 thos. ; 
Caffius makes a party, and draws Marcus and Baffus into jt, 360: ‘joins with. 


Herod to revenge Antipater’s murder, 361. routed at Philippi by An~ 
thony and Auguftus, 362. an horrible oppreffor, 948. in a kage ‘againgt 
Malichus, but pacify’d by Antipater, ib.  - en vo 

fi » and treacherous Jew, 688. 


¢ ftreets, 492. ° 


country comes in to him, and Agrippa joins him, ib. encamps within 
Gy Sarlones of Jerufalem, 612. in danger with: his ‘whole’ armiy, ib. 
falls upon the Jews, and purfues thenr to the wails of: Jerufalem, bring- 
ing the whole army 1 to the city; 6£3.encamps near: the‘palace, and 
the gates are offered him, but he flips the opportunity, ib.- quits the 
le didtrefs, ib. _ 


conclude’ to murder Caius, whiclrat length they 
effet, 467, &c. a profeft enemy to Clandius; 478. Chereas, Gupus; &e. 
put to death, 479. 

: 3 Chariots 





Ckeriots and armed men feen in the air. 712. 

Cherubime, 99. ‘ : . 

Childres to be early inftruéted in the law, 122: Jaws concerning them, 
22g, 127. -7 

Clurhites called Samaritans, 267. oppofe the rebuilding the city and tem- 


ple of Jerufalem, 275, 279. aha nit 
* Cirnaneus invites Artabanus to come to Bis kingdom, and falutes him king, 


Ss. 
Oditins accufed by his bondmen, 466. declared Caius’s fucceffor by the 
foldiers, 473. $93- hides himfelf, 476. charatter, ib. difcovered and 
pe into pofiefion of the empire, ib. fticks to his pretenfions, 477. a 
out to give up all to the fenate, bur kept in heart by Agrippa, ib. 
gives the foldiers an oath of fidelity, 478. makes himfelf popular, and 
and alf the court made to him, ib. 594. pays his vows and facrifices in 
form, 594. fakes Quintus Pompcius into his 
bounties to Agrippa and Herod, 479, 594. makes Cufpius Fadus fuc- 


ceffor to Agrippa, 484. gives Marius’s commiffion ro Caffius toapins 
y, ib. 


e vadratus, 595. _boun- 
ties, ibid. death, 497, 595- fufpected to be poifon’d by his wife, ib. 


485. orders the facred robes to be depofited in Antonia as former 
affes judgnfent againft the Samaritans and 


. wives and children, 1b. : 
Cluidius Felix fent into Judea, 492. does great hofiour to Agrippa, ib. 
Qeanias, a difciple of Ariftotle, 507. . 
Cleopazra marries Antiochus Sorer, 


Alexandra and her fon into Egypt, 377- 


lewd practices, ib. honourably recciv’d by Herod at Apamia and 


IQ. . z ; 
Cloud appeats over the tabernacie, icg- 
Calefyria committed to Scaurus, 35!. 

Comet in the-figure of a fword, 711. : 


Complaints of Antiparer to Hyrcanus, 354. againft Phafael and Herod, 362. 


Conjpiracy againft Artaxerxes difcovered, 285. : 
Coporius sevarns to Rome, and Marcus Ambivius fucceeds him, 445. 


Cerzk’s fchifm agairft Mofes and Aaron about the high-pricithood, 411. 


he and his companions fwallowed up in the earth, 113. 


Cofcharxs, and others, cbarg’d with a confpiracy againit Herod, and put: 


ca dearth,. 389. 


Council oF feven in every city, 123- 


_ Courserfeit. Alexander, 440, 583. detected and condemned to the gallies, 


441, $87. 
Cx dri forth a lamb, 711. 


Craffes rifles the temple contrary to his oath, 355. he and his army cut to 


pieces by the Parthians, ib. 545- 
Creation of the world, 49- 
Grmsnus facceeds Tiberius Alexander, 


a py rout, ee — * P 
ifpims Fades made fucceffor to Agrippa, 454 
Cu hems about marriages and pedierec, 508. 
‘Gris had four fors by Antipater, 545. 
pe Laden by Herod, 562, taken, Gio. |, fe . 
resins made governor of Syria, 443. levies a tax, ibid. fells Archelauy’s 
eftare, depofes Joazar, 445. taxes Galilee, 490. 
and ius befiege Babylon, and take it, wich Belfhazzar inir, 271. 
givés the Jews leave to rerurn, 
pic, &c. 274, 275. death, 275. decr 


pretenfions, 2So. : 


D 


= AGON falls down before the ark, 154. 
Dalilab difcovers where Sampfon’s ftrength lies, 151. 
“Daniel; biftory of Daniel, Shadrach, Mefhech, and Abednego, 268, 269. 
tighly preferr’d by Nebuchadnezzar, 269. expounds the hand-wsiting 
upon the wall to Belfhazzar, 271- wonderful deliverances, predicti- 
ons, &c. 271,°272; 273- : eS 
‘Darius, fee Cyrus ; makes Daniel his particular favourite, 271. ; . 
Darius, the fon of Hyftafpes, fucceeds Cambyfes, 276. gives Zerubbabel 
“leave to rebuild Jerufalem and the temple, ib. his,releafe of the Jews, 
and forwardnef$ of the work of rebuilding the city, &c. 278,279, &c. 
Dathan and his train fwallowed up alive in the earth, 113. 


David anointed king, and fent for to court, 166. generofity and piety, 167.. 


would encounter Goliah, bur oppofed by Eliab, ib. encounters with a 
lion and a bear, ib. ftrikes Goliah dead with a ftone out ofa fling, and 
cuts off his head, ib. carries the prot head to bis tent, and dedicates 
the fword to the lord, 168, envy’d, ib. brings fix hundred heads of the 
Philiftins, to Saul, ib. returns to court, 169. overthrows the Philif- 
tines, ‘ib. gets away from Saul, 170. gocs to Ahimelech at Nob, 171. 
goes from thence to » 172. marches with four hundred men 
to the king of Moab, ibid.aéts the parr of an idiot, ibid. confults 
the’ prophet, and overcomes the Philiftines, 174. precaution’d by 
revelation, ibid. removes his camp to Engeddi, ibid. withdraws to a 
rock in the wildernefs of Maon, ib. retreats to Engeddi, ibid. 
cuts of ‘the skirt of. Saul’s- garment, ibid. reafous the cafe to 


v 





















protection, 478. ro al 


352, joins with the Jews againft Peo- 
femy, 339. takes Prolemais, 240. in league with Alexander, ib, invites 
preffes Anthony for juftice 


uron themurderer of Ariftobulus, 37S. orci Anthony at pleafure, 3 79- 
Y to- 


lemais, ib. a luftful and fhamelefs woman, 1b. craft and treachery, 558. 
Clitus a great incendiary, and what Judgment is pafs‘d upon him, $3, 34) 


490, 594. fets a guard upon the 
temple, 490. reveng’d upon the neighbouring villages, 491. puts the muti- 


and to re-build Jerufalem, and the tem- 
in favour of the Jews, and their 


Dortus and four mere put to death for fedition, 492. 
ae Agrippina’s fifter, ‘ 
t 


Saul in a moft excellent fpeech 175. what paft between him: and Na- 
bal, 175, 176. marries Abigail, 176. his two former wives, ib. goes 
into Saul’s camp, and carrics away-his launce and pitcher, 176, £77. 
chides Abner and the guards for looking no better to Saul, 177. makes 
incurfions upon the Sarites and Amalckites, ib. commanded by the. 
high-prieft to purfie the Amalckites, 180. purfiies and cuts them in 
pieces, ib, lamentations for the death of Saul and Jonathan, 182; wtites 
clegies to their honour, ib. proclaim’d king, 183. fixfonsin Hebron by 
fix wives, ib. paffionarely laments the death of Abner, 185. propheti- 
cal prefage of a judgment toattend Joaband Abifhai, ib. orders Baanah 
and Rechab to be put to death by exquifite torments, 186. advances ro 
Jerufalem, and rakes it, ib. fortifies it, and gives the command thereof 
to Joab, ae. king, of Tyre feeks his friendfhip, ib. children in Jeru- 
falem, ib. Lobe viGtories over the Philittines and their allies, .ib. 
marches to irjah- Jearim, to fetch the ark to Jerufalem, £88. dances 
and‘ fings before it, and his wife Michol ridicules him for it, ib. pro 
pounds the building of a glorious temple, ib. Pas and thank{giving. 
upon . God's gracious meflage tohim by Nathan, ib. feveral mighty 
victories over the Philiftines, Moabites, and king of the Sophenians, 189, 
overthrows Adad, ib. overcomes Damafcus and Syria, ib. takes Bettea 
and Machon, witha might pillage, ib, makes a league with the kin 
of Samath, ib. fertles his officers, 190. provides for Mephibofheth, ib 
. declares war againft the Ammonites, ib. gives a terrible defeat to the 
king of Syria, 192. ftory of David and Bathfheba, 191, 192. confeffes 
and repents,' 192. his child by Baththeba ttruck with a defperate fick~ 
nefs, 193, mourns for the child feven days, ib, Bathfheba brings him 
a fon, which he calls Solomon, ib. marches to Rabbah, and takesir by 
ftorm, ib. forgives Abfalam upon Joab's interceflion, 195. furprized 
at Abfalom’s ingratitude, ib. quits Jerufalem, ib. fettles a _correfpon- 
dence with the high-priefts and levites, 196.:meets with Hufhai and 
Ziba, and what, happen’d thereupon, ib. paflionate tranfport for the 
death of his- fon Abfalom, 199, brought to himfelf again, 200. over- 
_ comes thePhiliftines, and ftruck ro the ground by Achmon, but refcu’d 
by Abifhai, 202. gives himfelf up to the compoling divine hymns and 
pialms for God’s holy worfhip, 203. his worthies, ib. commands Joab - 
to number the people, who computes them to be nine hundred thou- 
fand, befide the tribes of Benjamin and Levi, 204. repents of what he 
hath done, asks God pardon, and obtains it, ib. the choice of three 
things offered hisn, ib. chufes the peftilence, ib. betakes himfelf- to 
fackcloth, ib. buys Araunah’s threfhing-fldor, arid facrifices upon it, ib. 
refolvesto build a temple there, 205. provides artificers, labourers, and 

- materials, towatd. this magnificent ftructure, ib, charges Solomon to 
build the temple as foon as he comes to the crown, ib. gives‘excelleat 
advice to Solomon, ib. promifes to provide materials for the temple in 
his reign, ib. orders the ark, and alt the holy utenfils to be depofited 
in the temple when finifh’d, 206, cold and_ worn out with age, ib. ad- 
vifed to make ufe of a warm young bed-follow, ib. his fourth fon 
Adonijah, ib declares by an oath that Solomon fhall fic upon the 
throne, ib. commands Zadock and Benaiah to anoint Solomon king, ib. 
f{peech and charge to the heads of the nation, 207. delivers to Solomon 
a draught and model of the temple, with direCtions for utenfils and 
holy veffels, 20S. laft charge, prayer, and farewel to his fon Solo- 
mon, ib. death and burial, 209. the beft of princes and of men, fave 
only in the matter of Uriah, ib. hoa 

Debauching a womans contraéted to another man, how to be punifhed, 125: 

Deborab and Barak deliver the Canaanités, 143. death, ib. ; 

Debtor and creditor, their cafe, 126, ; 

Decrees in fayour of the Jews, 400, 

Deluge, fee flood. . : 

Demetrius propofeth to encreafe-Prolemy’s library to five hundred thou: 
fand volumes, zo 5. : 

Demetvius, fon of Seleucus, {cizes Tripolis, takes the government upon 
him, and puts Antiochus and Lyfias to death, 315. fends an army to 
deftroy Judas, 516. grows jealous of Judas, and what ‘tie does th/re- 
upon, ib. marches againft Alexander, 325. concludes an alliance’with’ 
Jonathan, ib. . : move * : 

Demetrius Eucerus made king of Damafcus, 340. affifts the Jews, 341- 
défeats Alexander, ib. affaulred and canned away prifoner to the king 
of the Parthians, ib. death, 341. °° : ae 

Demetrius Nicanor carries an army into Cilicie 324. ingratitude, 326- 
lofes the hearts of his army for want of pay, ib. coop'd up in his pa- 
lace, but relieved and fupported by Jonathan, 327 efeated and beat * 
back into Cilicia, ib. draws his army to Cedafa, 328. routed by Ar- 
‘faces, hisarmy deftroyed, and himfelf raken prifgner, 329, fucceeds 
his brother Antiochus Sorer, 334. beaten arid flies to Prolemgis for pro- 
rs and thence to Tyre, where he is made a prifoner, and put to 

cath, 335- : : : ’ 

Depofitum, atruft that is facred, 126. 

Diophantus, his forgery, $70- 

Dis mentions Solomon and Hiram, 504. 

Doze; grechesss Davie and Ahimelech, 172. 

ob, ib. 

Domitius Enobarbus, fir husband to Agrippina, 
called Domitius, afterwards Nero, 492, 493. 

Dora of Jerufalem, in great credit with Jonathan, 
to make him away; 493- : 

Doris ftrip’d of het jewels, and banifh’d, 425. 


eo 
° 


informs of what pafied, at 
by whom, fhe had a fon 


and agrees with Nero 


; marries Azizus a new converteg Jew, 492. - 
ae part, ib. quits both religion and husband, nd marries Felix, 
ab. 


baie aba ” - Earthquake 
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AR'THQUAKES dreadful in Judea, 381, 558. 
Edié# of Claudius in favour of the Jews, 479. - 

Elab fucceeds Baafha king of Ufrael, and murdered by Zimri, 229. 

Elders, fix out of every tribeafliftantin the interpretation of Mofes’s 
books, 297. 

Eleazar fends fummons to Herodion, and the 
686. 

Eleazav enters upon the pontificate, 297. very willing that Prolemy 
fhould have the Jewith laws tranflatedinto Greek, ib. anfwer ro 
Prolemy’s letter, ib. treats the king’s commillioners honourably, 
299. attends the king with prefents.and parchment manufcripts of 
the Jewifh laws in golden letters, ib. Eleazar pafleth a bitter 
reflection upon Hyrcanus, 333. 

Eleazar brought before Antiochus, and commanded to eat fwine’s 
flefh, and facrifice to idols, 738. couragious and bold anfwer to 
Antiochus, 739. punifh’d with exquifitce torments, and bravely 
undergoes them to the amazement of his executioners, 739, 740. 

‘Eleazar Auranes kills an elephant, and crufh’d to death under the 
fall of him, 314, $36. : 

eee governor of Maffada, his dif{courfé upon: the contempt of 

eath, 729. 

Eleazar 2 Jew of feven cubits in flature, 449. 

#leaxar a Jew of Galilee, and great doctor of the Mofaick laws 
brought to Izates, whom he convinceth by preaching upon the 
necefliry of circumcifion, 487. 

Zleazar fon of Dodo, one of David’s worthies, 203. 

Eleazar head of the rebellious Jews 606. treats upon terms with 
Metilius the Roman general, 609. barbarous perfidy, ib. in- 
gratiates himfelf with the people, 615. 

Eleazav fets up the zealots againft the people, 674. 

Eli facceeds' Samfon, -151. two fons Hophni and -Phineas noto- 
rious libertines, 152. comforts Hannah with the promife of a 


garrifon receives him, 


fon, 153. fails down dead upon the news of the ark’s being taken, | 


_ and his fons flain, ib. 

Eliakim, fee Jehoiakim. 

#ias the prophet foretells there fhall be no rain, 230. fed by ra- 
vens, ib. relieved by miracle, ib. raifes a dead child, 231. ‘tells 
‘there fhall be rain fuddenly, ib. orders Ahab’s prophets to meet 
on mount Carmel, and what he did there, ib. commanded to 
anoint Hazael king of Aram, Jehu king of Hrael, and in his 
own room to anoint the prophet Elifha, 232. prediction of the 
dogs licking Ahab’s blood fulfilled, 236. foretells Ahaziah’s death, 
238. calls for fire from heaven, 239. tranflated like Enoch, ib. 

Glijba begins to prophecy, leaves his oxen, and becomes a difciple 
of Elias, 232. promifes water and victory to the kings of Jeru- 
falem, Ifrael, and Dalmatia, 239. works miracles, 240. foretells 

. the miferable fate of the Ifraclites, death of Adad, and promo- 

: tion of Hazael, 243. denounces dreadful judgments to befall Je- 
horam, ib.’ foretells the ruin of the Afiyrians, 249, death and 

. Character, ib. touch of his body revives a dead carcafs, ib. 

Embaffies with complaints to Anthony againft-Phafael and Herod, 


549- 
Engadd: taken by ftorm, 661. 
Lpaphroditus, a generous encourager of learning, 4S. 

Lquus Modins fucceeds Varus, 808... : dine es 
Ejau's wives, 64. marries an Ifhmaelitifh woman,, ib. fells his birth- 
right, 69. race, ib, Efau and Jacob divide their pofleffion, ib. 
Efdras defigns for Jerufalem with the Babylonian Jews, 281. re- 
“eeives letters of licence, &c. from Xerxes, ib. “his credentials 

read, and copies difperfed, ib. draws a great train ‘of the people 
. after him, ib. ‘arrives at Jerufalem, and what he does there, 282. 
complaint made. .to him againft the Levites who had married 
. ftrange- women, ib. intercedes for them,-ib, refolves that’ their 
-. trange wives.and children by them be taken away, ib. reads the 
.. law of Mofes tothe people, 283.: death, ib. : ; 
iffenes, &c. their opinions, courfe of life and government, 444. 
their’ temperance,  opinfon of marriage, apparel, charity, 
and ‘way of living, 588. fcruples: of confcience, 589. reverence 
‘for fuperiors, ib: men of temper, peace and good faith, ib. againft 
all oaths, ib. have a mighty honour for the wifdom of: the an- 
cients, ib. form arid method of entring into the fociety, ib. way 
- of punithing offenders, ib. the juftet people alive, 390. efteem for 
- . their legiflators, ib. debates in council, ib. ftridteft fort of Jews in 
thé obfervance of the fabbath, ib. long-liv’d, and firm in the con- 


‘.. tempt .of death.icfelf, ib. opinion of ‘the foul, ib. fome of them | 


.- pretend to the fpirit of prophecy, ib. another fort of Effencs, ib. 
ifthe» brought to fupply the place of Vafhti, 285, -advifes the in- 
‘dicting a three days faft, 207. requeft to the king, ib. or 

£vil Mevodach facceeds Nebuchadnezzar, and difcharges Jchoiakim, 

270. death; ib. - : es 
aes makes an acquaintance with Herod, 415. carries. ftories to 
\ntipater and Herod, ib. gets money out of Archclus, ib. ba- 
nith’d out of Lacedemon, ib. brings Alexander to his end, 569. 

Panegyrick to the honour of Antipater, 572. : Sear 





x. 


Extychus over-hears dangerous: words, ‘informs Pifo, ‘and fent bound 
apa bene, 453- brought to Cefar, and delivers, his informa~ 
’ a’ . 2 f ee . ae . , *, 
Zye for an eye, 126. aes ane ye 
Ezechias a famous thief taken and put to death, 356. 
Exekiel, a feeming contradiétion between him’ and Jeremiah re- 
concil’d, 265. - ; ‘ 





F 


‘ABLE of the trees chufing a king, 145, , 

I Faétion, of Hyrcanus and Ariftobulus the ruin of the Jews, 
35%. Moves to Jerufalem, and cuts off cight thoufand four hund- 
red perforts there, and feizes all the treafure, 714. ae 

ate Hees COUnt SE REnIDG one another, gor. three factions in Jerufa- 
cm, O75. 

Falfe prophet, inveigles the people up to the top of mount Olivet, 
under pretence that they fhould fee the walls of Jerufalem fall 
to the ground, . 494. 

Famine in Canaan, 63. in Egypt, 74. dreadful famine in the rein 
of Claudius, 109.” in the ays of Eli, 151. in Judea, 490. the 
greateft of miferies, 689, 697. 

Felix in love with Drufilla, &c. 492. feizes Eleazar, 493. routs the 
rabble, 494. makes war upon Phafael_ and Herod, 549. routed, 
ib. makes war upon the robbers, ‘defeats’ them, and takes their 
Captain prifoner, 596. defeats a body of feclucers, ib. fends feve- 
ral prifoners to Rome, 26. 

Feftival of lighis, 321. . 

Feftus fucceeds Felix, 494, 597.dies,and Albinus fircceeds him, 495. 

Firft-fruits of trees under four years growth, 123. to be offered in 
the temple, 124. : 

Five kings taken and put to death, 134. 

Flaccus cafts off Agrippa at the inftance of Ariftobulus, 452. ‘ 

Florus, fee Geffius; fucceeds Albinus , 496. bribery and erfidy, 
598. makes matters worfe and worfe, 599. turns the ees off 
with f{corn, ib. barbarous proceedings, ib. the worfe for good ad- 
vice, ib. bloody orders and executions, ib. projects a new broil 
Goo. project fucceeds in a terrible deftruction, 6or. attempts the 
caftle, &c. and beaten off, ib. rgtires to the palace, ib. gives over 
his defign, and returns to Cefatea, ib. complains of the Jews to 
Ceftius as enemies to Cefar, ib. Complain’d of to Nero, 602. — 

Flood deftroys the world, 52. what time it happened, ib. beginning 
and progrefs, ib. 

Fool not to be convine’d but by demonftration, 520. 

Porbidden-finit, 49. 


G 


GC ABINIUS's expedition againft Alexander, 351. hefteges 

‘and routs him in Alexandrion, 352, 544. offers an amneity 

and the repairing of what cities he had endamag'd, ib. propofes 
the reftoring of Prolemy, ib. overthrows Alexander, and defeats 
isle Neches, ib, goes’ back to Rome,’ and Craffus fucceeds 
him, ib. 1 

Gadara taken, 662. a 

Gadarens complain of Herod, 393. defperate, ib., “ 

Gales charg’d with cowardice and expelled, 14.6. defeated, ib. 

Galileans prevail upon Jofephus not to leave them, 35. burn, kill 

~_ and pillage without mercy, 44. ae ‘ 

Galilee revolts, 371. at peace, 619. defcrib’d, 622. atthe mercy of 
fire and fword, 623. totally fubdu’d, 648. 

Gallus (Cefennius) commands in Galilee under Ceftius, 612. 
from ‘Galilee to Cefarea, ‘ib.’ 

Gallus a Centurion, his glorious. action, 6 5. : or, 

Gamala béefieged, 644." deftroy'd, 646. firm to the Romans, 27. 

Garlanites fall off from Agrippa, 34. 

Gedaliab, Nebuchadnezzar’s deputy-governor, murder’d, 267. 

Genezareth famous for fruits and plants, Cat, 

A German's Prediction upon an owl's perching over ‘Agrippa’s head, 
454- oe fe 

German guards raging mad upon the murder of Caius, 478. 

Germanicus poifon'd, 446. 

Germany revolts,.atid how brought over again, 721. - ; 

Geffius Florus fucceeds Albinus, 496. a very lewd and corrupt go- 
vernor, 397. complain’d of, 598. does all he can to make the 
ews rebel, ib. - tu Pye A ‘ ~ 

Ghoft of Samuel. appears'to. Saul, and foretells the lofs of his crown, 
life, and fons,. 178. ne 3 

Gibeonites ftartled at the fate of Jericho and Ain, and fend deputies 
to Jofhua, 133. made drudges, 134. fend to Jofhua.for fuccour, 
who relieves them, and routs the enemy, ib. : i 

Gideon refcues the Hraelites out of the hand of the Madianites, 144, - 
145..governs forty years with great honour, &c. 145. fons, ib. 


moves 


| Gifchala taken by ‘Titus, 648. Taid in athes, 27. 


9M Glaphyra’s 


I 





I D E X. 


Glapbyra’s eeu and vifion, 588. tells ir, and dies within two days 
“after, ibid. . . 
Ged bids Jofhua purge the army of facrilege, 133. foretells_ the 


death of Eli’s two fons, and the transferring the priefthood from - 


his family, 153. power and providence, 750. works, ib. 
Golden Edlcnieie: “99: 1 4 as 
Giliab challenges the Hebrews, and flain by David, 166, 167. 
Gorien and Simeon heads of the zealots, 650. put to death, 659. 
Gotarza fucceeds Wardanes and cut off, &c. 489. . 
Government of the Jews firft ariftocratical, next monarchical, then 
regal, 497. feveral forms of government, 525. f : 
Greck philofophers, what thoughts they had of a deity by the light 
of nature, 523. fages had the fame veneration for a deiry with 
the Jews, 527 no Greck manulcript before Homer, 599. ° 7 |” 
Grecks petition Cefar againft the Jews, 406. altogether for novelties, 
499. divided, and why, 500. better orators than hiftorians, ib. 
write hiftories upon ie and hearfay, sor. will have the Jews 
to be upftarts, 502. fabulous deities, 527. 


H 


WY AGAR's contempt of Sarah, 58. flies and comforted by an 
"angel, ibid. 

Ham, it. polterity accurfed, 55. na 

Flanan flighted by Mordecai, 28s. meditates a revenge, 286. ca- 
lumniases the Jews, and moves their extirpation, ib. iflues our a 
proclamation in the king’s name, to have them all put to fword, 
gid. order’d ro be hang’d on the fame gibber he had prepared 
for Mordecai, 2$9. fons hang’d, 29°. 

Hiarvab prays for a fon, and vows it to God, 152- 

Frac) flsin by Abner, 1S35. 

Hazae! anointed king of siram, 232. 

Hlebrecss encamp upon Jordan, 131. 
fhake off the yoke of the Moubites, 142. 
fines, 153- : eee 

Bebren taken, 13S. fallsto David's lot for his habiration, 183. 

Hlecasteus’s character of Hezekias, 508. 

Helen, cueen of Adiabena and Izates turn Jews, 486, 487. has a 
great mind to fee the temple of Jerufalem, and worfhip there, 
g88. piery end charity, ib. returns to Adiabena, and lives not 
long after, 49°. . : 

Heli on, an Egvytian, exafferates Caius againft the Jews, 761. 

Hered; his character, 356, $61. cited before the judges, 357) 547- 

ays Sameus a great refpect, ib. tran{ported againft Hyrcanus, ib. 
tendernefs for the Tyrians, 362. defeats Antigonus, and marries 
Masiamne, ib. accufes Pacorus, 365. flips awey with all his peo- 
ple, ib mother endanger’d by the overturning, of a waggon, ib. 
withdraws to Maflada, gets a great-battle, and builds Herodion, 
tbid. and leflens his train, 551- goes to Petra, 366, $31. applies 
himfelf to Malichus, who orders -him to leave his country, 366, 
gs2z. goes for Egypt, acd nobly received by Cleopatra, 566, $52. 
takes 2 pulsge tor Rome, ib. mects Sappinas and Prolemy at 
Rhodes, and tells Anthony his whole itory, 356, 367. chofen 
king of Judea, 367, 553- conduéted by Anthony and Cefar to 
the capitol, ib, marches towards Antigonus, 368. marches _to- 
wards Joppa, refcues Silo, takes Joppa, and relieves Maffada, 
bid. and 553. takes Refa, marches towards Jerufalem, and be- 
fieges ir, ibid. reproached for his extraction, ibid. quiets the 
foldiers in a mutiny, ibid. takes Jericho, and rifles it, 369, 
554- fends Joieph into Idumea, and goes himfelf to Samaria, 
569. foffefics himfelf of Sepphoris, 554- war with the rob- 
ers, JO9, 55+ much moved at the cruelry of Macheras, 370. 
leaves rhe Command of the army to his brother Jofeph, ib. re- 
pairs to. Anthony before Samofata, ib. foreboding dreams, ib. 
flrange deliverance, ib. furprized in the bath, 371. lays fiege to 
epaielem, ib. 556. bring Antigonusin chains, 372. kind to his 
riends, and fevere to his enemies, 374. prefents Anthony, ib. in- 
vires Hyrcanus, and compliments Phraates, 375- entertains Hyr- 
canus with great honour, ib. advances Ananel a mean perfon to 
the pontificate, ib. charges Alexandra for intriguing with Cleo- 
patra, 576. jealous of A exandra, and fets fpies upon her, 377- 
for rifes her and her fon, ib. contrives the drowning of Arifto- 
bale; and is himfelf the chief mourner, ib. 37.8. has more Credit 
with Anthony than Cleopatra, 375. boafts of Aanthony’s favours, 
ib. jealous of Mariamne for Jofeph, 379. for putting Cleopatra 
to death, but prevenred, and carries her part of her way for 
pty 380. marches with an army to join Anthony, ib. fpeech 

to the army, 384. puffed up with a cheap victory, 383. for taking 
Hyrcanus out of the way, ib, fufpeéted in the ftory of Alexandra 
and Malchus, 384. goes to Cefar, and commits the government 
to his brother Pheroras, ib. generous-fpeech ro Cefar, for which 
he is extremely well received, and refertled in his government, 
385, 560. intercedes for Alexander, ib. waits upon Cefar at Prole- 
mais, and treats him very fplendidly, ib.and 561. family in great 
diforder, 386. wife and mother-in-law. no better than prifoners, 
and what fo.lows thereupon, ib. pofts away co Auguftus in Egypt, 
ib. more in Cefar's favour than ever, 337. returns to Jerufalem a 


befieges Jerufalem, 247... 
miraculous faflage, &c. ibid. 
beaten by the Phili- 











Herod and Philip fettled in their retrarchy, 445. 


miferable man in all his glory, ib, takes Mariarine to his clofer, 
ib, puts Sohemus to death, and tries Mariamne for her life ib- 
horror of confcience, 388. vifited with a judicial diftemper, ib- 
- outragious cruelties, ib. changes old laws and cuftoms for foreign: 
inventions and innovations, 389. plot upon his life difcovered, and: 
the confpirators put ro death, 3go. fortifies Samaria, alias Sebafte,- 
ib. wonderful wifdom in providing for the people, 391. erects @ 
plorious palace, 392. builds a caftle in memory of a victory over 
Antigonus, ib. builds cities and temples to the honour of his pa- 
trons, 392, 393. commiffion to fupprefs the Trachonites, 393. 
defends himfelt againft the. complaints of Zenodorus, ib. ereéts a 
temple to Auguftus, 394. care to prevent tumults, ib. kindnefs 
for the Pharifees and Effenes, 395. propofes the building a tem- 
ple, ib. prepares materials, and enters upon the work, 396. finifhes 
the work in eighteen months, 397. takes a journey for Rome, 398. 
brings his fons back to Jermalem, at which Salome is ftartled, ib. 
not moved by calumnies, 399. marries his two fons, ib. takes 
fhipping for Lesbos, but driven by contrary winds upon Chios, ib. 
repairs the buildings that were ruined by Mithridates, ib. finds 
out Agrippa at Sinope, ib. heand Agrippa both as one, ib. does 
Agrippa good offices, ib. embarks for Cefarea, 4o1, calls an af- 
fembly at Jerufalem, and tells the people what hath been done 
for them in Afia, ib. treats Antipater as his next fucceffor, 4oz. 
open and credulous, ib. revenges himfelf upon Alexander and 
Ariftobulus, by being kind to Antipater, ib. appeals to Cefar in 
the cafe of his fons, 403. prefents Auguftus, &c. 405. goes back 
with his fons to Judea, ib. meets Archelaus at Eleufa,ib. calls a 
council at Jerufalem, and declares his fucceffor, ib. builds Ca-~ 
pharfaba, Cypron, Phafael, &c. ib. rebuilds the temple of the 
Olympian Jupiter, ib. rifles divers fepulchres of plate, qo8. two 
of his guards confumed in the facrilegious attempt, ib. -walls up 
the pafiage uron this judgment,ib. he and his family punifhed for 
the facrilege, ib. offers his daughter to Pheroras, 409. reported to 
te in love with Glaphyra, and what follows thereupon, ib. fets a 
{py upon Sylleus and Salome, 410. jealoufy {pares none, 411. reft- 
lefs and miferable, and no creature to truftto, 412. highly fen- 
fible of the good offices of Archelaus, ib. goesto Rome, and re- 
conciles Titus to Archelaus, 413. overcomes the Trachonites, ib. 
breaks into Trachon, and addreffes to Saturninus and Volumnius, 
to deliver up the robbers, who order fatisfaction to be made, ib. 
takes Repta by affaulr, 414. marches with 3000 Idumeans to Tra. 
chonizis, ib. fends Ambafiadors to Cefar, who denies them au- 
dience, it. prefents Eurycles with fifty talents, 415. credulous and 
jealous, ib. outragious in his profperity, 418. fummons a conven- 
tion to Berytus, concerning his fons, whom in a rage he lays in 
chains, ib. pafles fentence of death upon them,’ 419. goes for 
Tyre, and meets Nicholaus in his way, ib. takes Nicholaus along 
with him to Cefarea, ib. cruelty to all people, made his life all 
of a piece, 420. Herod has the name of a king, but Antipater 
the power, 421. forces Salome to marry Alexas, 422. fends Gla- 
hyra back to her father, ib. diffolves certain contraéts, ib. whom 
Fierod favours, Antipater hates, ib. invites Zamaris to Bata- 
nea, ib. fecures the Jews in their poffeffion and liberties, 423. 
fends Antipater to Rome with his laft will and teftament, 424. 
falls fick, and fends for Pheroras, ib. turns off one of his wives, 
426. Letters to Antipater, ib, aggravates Antipater’s ingratitude, 
427. falls fick and makes his will, 430. given over, ib. fends Jue 
das and Marthias bound to Jericho, 431. depofes Matthias, and 
puts Jozan in his place, ib. ficknefs judicial, ib. fends for Salome 
and Alexas, 432. tries Antipater, and orders him to be put to 
death, ib. 577, 578. alters his will, and .declares Archelaus his 
fucceffor, 433, 580. death, ib. and 581.. will read, ib. funeral, 
435» 580. disbanded men to the number. of 20000 in a body, 
439. ‘ 
Herod declared general of his troops in Syria, and Samaria, $47. "Up- 
on the march to depofe Hyrcanus, ib. father and brother divert 
him, ib. infinuates himfelf into Caffius’s friendfhip, 548. made go- 
vernor of Syria, ib. demands juftice upon Malichus, for the death 
of his father Antipater, ib. falls fick at -Damafcus, 549. would 
have affiffed Anthony againft Auguftus, but hindered by Cleopa- 
tra, 558. gains ene Hacle: and Jofes another, ib. generous fpeech 
to his foldiers, ib. gives the Arabians a great overthrow, 559- 
works, 61. provides for the common good of mankind, 562, a 
great foldier, and an excellent fwordfman, and of a ftrength of 
ody anfwerable to the dignity of his mind, 563. puts away his 
wife Doris, and takes Mariamne, who had five children by him, 
ib. jealous of his wife and fifter, and upon. what ground, ib. takes 
Antipater home to him, 564. charges Alexander to Cefar as acon- 
fpirator againft his life, ib. he aaa his fons made friends, ib..en- 
tertained by Archelaus, 365. calls an affembly, &c. ib. advice to 
his fons, 566. cruelty and injuftice, 567. magnificent prefents to 
Archelaus, 69. ears open only to calumnies, 570. pretence: of 
piety and good-nature, 572. calls a council, and propounds con- 
venient alliances, ib. in pain till he had Antipater fure, 576. plau- 
fible difcourfe to Varus, $77. ftrikes Antipater out of his will, puts 
Antipas ‘in his place, and fettles his legacies, ib. mifery both in 
body and mind, 579. worfe and worfe, and attempts a violence . 
upon himfelf, 580. set 
beautifies Paleas, 
and calls it.Cefarea, ib. enlarges Bethfaida, and calls it Julias, - 
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Fach and Efax born, 63.’ perfonates Efaii; 64. treats about a match 





in favour with Tiberius, ib. builds a city, and calls.it ‘Tiberias, ib. 
encourages the peopling. of it, ib, cut off by a confpiracy, ib. 
marries the daughter of Arctas, and falls in love with Herodias, 
449. propofes to marry Herodias, and part with the other, ib. 
xouted by Aretas, 450. in his cups twits Agrippa with his pover- 
ty, 451. goes to Rome, and addreffes himfelf to Caius, and con- 

emned to perpetual exile, 457. death, 490. leaves three fons, to 


the younger whereof Agrippa Claudius gives the government, | 


o. ; 

Herod of Chalcis dies, and fucceeded by Agrippa, 595. 

‘Herodias gets Agrippa a penfion, and the command of Tiberias, 491. 
envies her brother’s being above her husband, 456. preffes her 
husband away to Rome, to beg fomething for himfelf, ib. gene~ 
rous refufal of Cefar’s refpetts, 457. banifhed and confined with 
her husband, ib. . 

Herodion built by Herod, 562. 

Herodotus Halic. 507. 

flexekiah facceeds Ahaz, 253. a good king, 


performs feveral great 
actions, zedloufly reftores God s worship, 


and makes a thorough 


reformation, 253, 254. invaded by Sennacherib, humbles himfelf | 


in fackcloth, and told by the prophet Ifaiah, that God will affift 
him, 256, 257. falls fick, and has fifteen years added to his life, 
258. league between him and king of Babylon, ib. death, 259. 

Figh-priefis ; their original and fucceflion, 266, 496. divide from the 
_other pricfts, walk with a guard, take away their tithes, and flarve 
the reft, 494. 

Hiram king of Tyre, propounds an alliance with David, 187. fends 
a glatulatory embafly to Solomon, 213. anfwer to Solomon’s let- 
ters, ib, applies himielf to Solomon for folution of all difficulties, 
219. affifts Solomon in rigging out a fleet to Ophir, 220. 

Hiram a tamous ‘archireét fent for from Tyre, and employ’d in ma- 
king the veffels of the temple, 215. 

Hiram fon of Abibal fucceeds his father, 504. pedigree, 505. 

Hiftorians, their duty, 533. partiality, 532. 

Hiftory of the bible, 501: certain marks of a true hiftory, soo. 

Holy of Holies, 98. 

flomer wanted a word for a law, 523. 

Hofea kills Pekah, and fucceeds him, 253. overthrown by Salmane- 
zar,ib. carried away captive, 255. 

Husband, his cafe when he dies, and leaves his wife without iffue, 


125. 
Eufbai welcomes Abfalom with a God fave the king, 196. oppofes 
Achitophel, wifely overcomes him, and faves David’s life, 197. 
Fiycfos, or king-fhepherds, a pores fo called, and why, 503. driven 
out of Egypt into Judea, ib. 

ee offers Antiochus 3000 talents to raife the fiege of Jerufa- 
em, 198. : 

Hyrcanus, fon of Jofeph, his early pregnancy and reputation, 304. 

. fent by his father to Ptolemy, to joy him on the birth of a young 
prince, 305. demands 1000 talents for prefents, ib. lays Arion by 
the heels, tb. excufes himfelf to Prolemy, ib. in a treat at the 

“King’s table, the guefts {et Tryphon, a buffoon, to make fport 
with him, ib. fharp and ingenious way of acquitting himfelf, ib. 
magnificence and curiofity of his prefents, 306, honourably dif. 
mifs’d, ib. affaulted, ib. builds a glorious caftle by the name of 
Tyre, ib. lays violent hands upon himfelf, 307. 

Fyrcanus facceeds his father Simon in the pontificate, 333. befieges 
Ptolemy, ib. mother’s glorious refolution, who is put to death 

‘ with her two fons, whilft Hyrcanus flies for protection to Zeno, 


&c. ib. ‘makes an alliance with Antiochus, and does him great fer- : 


vice in the Parthian war, 334, takes 3000 talents out of David’s 
tomb, ib, makes himfelf mafter of Idumea, ib. brings over the 

eople to the Jewifh laws and difcipline, and contraéts a new al- 
iance with: the Romans, ib. befieges Samaria, 335. treats the Pha- 
rifees, and turns Saducee, 336. death, ib. . 

Hyrcanus, fon of Alexander, advanced to_the pontificate, 343. de- 
feated by Ariftobulus in a battle near Jericho, 346. agrees with 
Ariftobulus, ib. applies himfelf to Aretas for affiftance and pro- 
tection, 34.7. he.and Ariftobulus propofe analliance with Scaurus, 
348. he and Antipater Gah view accufed, 546. plea againft Ari- 
ftobulus; 349. reftored to the pontificate, 352,546. incenfed -by 
evil council, 547. heand Antipater highly in Cefar’s. favour, 355. 
preffes Anthony ‘for fatisfaction againft Caffius, 362. he and Pha- 
tael force the enemy into the temple, 550. he and Phafael taken 
‘up by the Parthians, and put into bonds, 365,551. ears cut off by 
order ef Antigonus, 551. has a mind to ‘give Herod a vifit, but 
his friends againft it, 375. goes for Jerufalem, where he is gene- 

' roufly enterrain’d by Herod, ib. a foft eafy prince, 383- examin’d, 

_andaguit to death, 384. ; 

Fyrcanus the high-prieft builds a caftle, lays the pontifical robes up 
in it, and Herod calls it Antonia, 448. ; 


I 


ABESH taken, and all put to the fword but 460 virgins, 
140. befieged by Naafh, and relieved by Saul, 159, 160. ‘men 
oO 


f Jabeth. give Saul and his fons a publick and honourable inter- |. 


ment, 181, 


Facymus dies, and leaves his fon Philip general, 4.23. 
Faddus Gacceeds John in the pontificate, 291. ordered in.a dream to 


Sehoahaz implores God's affiftance againtt 


Feboram Cacceeds Jehofaphat king of Ju 


Fephtha takes charge of the army, 











E: 





with the daughter of Laban, ib. vifion’ of ‘the ladder, ib. . makes 
a vow,'65. comes to Gharran; ib. finds Rachael, ib. difcoutfe with - 
her, ib. ferves twice {even years for’ her, 66.'vifions 67. wreftles 
with an angel, ib. called Ifrael, ib. his and Efau’s greeting, 68. 
children, ib. happy in himfelf and family, 76. fons, all but Ben- 
Jamin, fent into Egypt’ to buy corn, and what adventures happen 
thereupon, 74, &c. goes into Egypt with his. whole family, 79. 


reconamends Hfau and Manaffeh to his foris, 80, death, ib, 


open the gates of Jerufalem; and march out to meet Alexander, 
ae arene Alexander the 'prediétion of Daniet concerning him- 
elf, ib. oy ; 2 


Fair receives the government of Ifrael, 146. 

Jalus of the line of Mofes, made. treafurer of the temple, 208. . 
ames and Simon crucify’d, 450. ; 
Japba taken by Titus, 633. a W : 
Idumea taken without a ftroke, 666. laid watte, ib.. 

Idumeans afift the Zealots, 653. encamp under the walls of Jerufa- 


lem, 65. enter the city by ‘night, and join the Zealots, 656, bar- 
barity, ib. 353. leave the city, 659. revolt and rout the Zealots, 
669. offer their fervice to Titus, and beg ‘his pardon, which is 
granted, but their deputies put to death, jr5. 

Hazael, and obtains it, 
248. 


Fehoahax, facceeds Joftah, and carried captive into Egypt where. he 


dies, 261. 


JFeboiada the high-prieft; makes Joafh king of Judah, 246. death, 


248. 


F choiakivi made king by Pharaoh Nekoh in the room of Jehoahaz, 


261. made tributary by Nebuchadnezzar, 262. ftops his tribute, 
and revolts, ib. receives Nebuchadnezzar into Jerufalem, ib: kill’d, 
ib. the fen fucceeds his father, ib. made prifoner with his friends 
by Nebuchadnezzar, 263. depofed, ib. fer at liberty, 270. 


TF ehoiakirzz the ee pret dies, and Eliakim his fon fucceeds, 283. 
Feboram facceeds A 


aziah king of Ifrael, and with the affiftance of 
Jehofa phar, and the king of Idumea,; overthrows the king of the 
Moabites, 239, 240. befieges Ramoth, receives a wound, and re- 
tires to. Jezreel, 244. kill’d by Jebu, 245. : ‘ : 
ah, 240. gives order to 
cut off Elifha’s “head, but changes his mind, 241. abominable 
wickednefs, 243. his country ravaged by the Arabians, 244. mi- 
ferable end, ib. 


Febofaphat facceeds Afa, a piety, good fortune, and power, 235. 


joins with Ahab againft the king of Syria, ib. taken for Ahab, 
236. repents, and pardon’d by God, 237. very religious, and ob- 
tains a great victory over the Moabites, Ammonites, and Arabi- 
ans, 23. a conftant friend to Ahaziah, ib. death, 240. 

ehu anointed king of Ifrael, 232, 244. commanded to extirpate the 
family of Ahab,z44. marches to Jezreel,ib. takes Ramoth Gilead, 
ib. flays Jehoram and Ahaziah, 245. death; 247. - 

; and marches to Mifpeh, 147. 
charges the king of the Ammonites with injuttice, ib. rafh vow, 
ib. overthrows the Ammonites, ib. facrifices’ his dau hter, ib, 
cuts off twenty two thoufand Ephraimites, 148. death, ib. 


Feremiab the prophet writes elegics upon Jofiah, and foretels the 


Babylonian captivity, 261. preditions’ fulfilled, 262. charged 
with fedition, ib. fentence pafled upon him, but recalled, tb. 
writes down his prophecies, and reads them in the temple upon a 
publick. feaft; ib, he and Baruch ordered to: be punifhe l, bur fli 

out of the way, ib. oppofes the falfe prophets, and foretells the 
whole captivity, -263. taken into ciiftiody , and charged as a defer- 
ter, 264. examined, tormented, condemned, and’ committed ‘to 
prifon, ib. let down into a pit, up to the neck in mud, -ib. taken 
out again, ib. difcharged, and the care of him-committed to ‘Ge- 


daliah, 266. goes to Gedaliah at Mifpeh, ib. ~ 


Jericho taken, rifled, and garrifon’d, 369, 554. deferibed, 663; 664, 
Yeroboam foretold that ten tribes of the twelve thall ‘fall under: his 


allegiance, 223. which fell out accordingly, 224. build two pa- 
laces, ib. feduces the people to idolatry, ib. officiates as high- 

: prieft, ib. foretold by. the prophet Achias of the utter ruin of him- 
felf and family, 227. violence and ufurpation; ib. overthrown b 
Abjas king of Judah, 228: dies and fucceeded by his fon Nadab, 
ib. end of him and his family, ib. : i 


Feroboam made king of Judah, z51. dies after a profperous reign, of 


forty years, ib. 


' Ferufalem befieged, and the lower town taken, 138:: fiege raifed; ib. 


taken by- David, 186. ‘called the. city of. David, ib. of old ‘called 
Solyma, ib. walls repaired by Solomon, z1r. befieged and taken 
by Shifhak king of Egypt, 226. befieged by Senacherib, 256,258. 
befieged “by Nebuchadnezzar and furrendered, 262. befieged -by 
him again, taken, and the témple, palace, and city, pillaged and 
burnt, 265.. rebuilt with the temple by the peculiar conceffionof 
Darius, fon of Hyftafpes,-&c. betray’d to Antiochus E iphanes, 
the temple rifled, city level’d,‘ and worfhip of God forbidden up- 
on pain Gf torments, 307. fortify’d and put into a: pofture of de- 
fence, 321. befieged by Pompey, 350. divided, part for EomPeys 
part for Aziftobulus, ib. fituation of the city and temple, a 3 

: a hen made 
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made tributary, 351. befieged bythe Parthians, 366. befieged by | Fees reject the Romans cuftomar: facrifices, which i 
Herod, 371. city and comple taken, 372. maken Gn a remarkable of the war, 606. twenty ou il malanied Ce et 
? . 





“year, 373- glory and mifery by turns, 532. taken, and the temple 

urnt, §3-. deftruction foretold by an ancient prediction, 661. 
invefted by Vefpafian, 665. prepares for a war, 619. hefieged by 
Titus, So. deftribed, 6S1, Ke aflauleed, and the Jews nuke a 





fent to the gallies, ib, againft one another, ib. thirteen thou 

put to death at Scythopolis, ib. feveral maffacres of chem, e. ey 
much in favour formerly with Alexander the Great, and after- 
wards with the Cefars, ib. make a furious fally upon the fabbath- 


brave defence, jot. taken and deftroy’d by Titus, 710. frit 
founded by Melchizedeck, ib. 

Feffe's fix fous produced, and why, 165. 

Fyus high-prictt of the Jews fis z91- Jefius depofed from the 
pontincate, 392. 

Fefus's veafonings and propotals to the Idumeans, 653. makes war 
ae Jofephus, 39, tets a trap for Jofcphus, and taken in it him- 
elf, tb. 

Jefus a poor couutry creature, his ftrange exclamation, 712. 

Gesss carry'cl away captive to Babylon, 265, &c. throng to Geda- 


day, 612. forced to retreat, ib. fall upon the Romans rear, ib 
purfue the Romans to Antipatris, 613. Jews of Alexandria fend 
deputies to Caius, with an account of their grievances, 762, 

Jezebel married to Ahab, and has priefts for her worthip’ 220. 
threatens Elias for the death of the prophets, 232. catt done 
from a window, and dogs eat her flefh, 245. 

Imagination, its power, 508. 

Impoftor invcigles the multitude, 493, 

Ingratimde of Herod’s accufers, 363. 

Interpretaters, the feventy, 293. 









liah, 266. hopefullett of them trained up for the fake of Nebu- 
chadnezzar'’s court, 267. reftored after feventy years captivity, 
27. fall ro work upon rebuilding the city and temple, 276. re- 
leated by Darius Ty ener: 278, &e. meet at Babylon, 251. when 
firft fo called, 284. much in favour with the kings of Afia, 300. 
{iafferers whillt the war continued between Antiochus and Philo- 
ator Proiemy, 301. tranfported out of Galaad into Judea, 313. 
retire isto Egypt, 347. ruined by fuperitition, 359. overthrow 
the Arabians, 3$0. fue for peace, and their ambafladors put to 
death, 381 bear the Arabians, 383. enjoy their profetfion and li- 
bertics during Herod’s reign, 423. threaten Sabinus, 436. draw 
into three bedies, 437. mount the temple-galleries, and gall the 
Romans, 2b. beset the palace, ib, pur to flight by Varus, 437- fe- 
veral put to death, ib, fend an embaffy to Cefar, and what the 
jifue, 439. murmur at the tax levied by Cyrenius, 443. gather in- 
toatumult and difperfed, 446. fec up for doctors, and feduce 
the Gilly women, 448. gather for the temple, and keep it them- 
feives, anal banifhed, ib. very civil to Vitellius, ib. againft fercing 
up Caius”s ftatue, 458. they and the Babylonians always at enmi- 
ty, 464. treat with the Babylonians about an alliance, ib. forced 
into Seleucia, ib. fifty thoufand killed by furprize, 1b. remain 
der withdraw to Crefiphon, Nearda, and Nifibis, ib. animated to 
take up arms, 491. chufe Eleazar for their leader, ib. blame Cu- 
manus, 492. in danger to be overborn with power, ib. petition 
for leave to repair the porch, and Agrippa refufes it, 496. in a 
confternation, and feveral of their embailadors put to death, 555, 
in an uproar, and the quarrel enflamed by Sabinus, 583. manner 
of drawing up upon the fealt of pentecoft, ib. gall the Romans 
from the galleries, 584. fummon the palace, and fer down before 
it, ib. offer Sabinus conditions, which he refufeth, ib. upon the 
approach of Varus, quit the fiege of Jerutalem in contufion, 535. 
tition Cefar for a free exercife of their religion, 586. bloody 
invective sgainft Herod and his fons, ib. three tects of Jews, Pha- 
rifees, S2dducees, and Effenes, 58S. petition Perronius at Prolemais 
for relief, and what the confequeuce, 592- affronted by a foldier, 
feveral frnothered, and the ringleaders pur to death, §95- aftront- 
ed in their fynagognie, 598. remove the books of their law, ib 
petition for relief, and punithed, ib. fallheavily upon Florus, 599. 
fobriety and moderation, ib. fix hundred and thirty murdered by 
Fiorus’s men in one day, ib. in an uproar againft Florus, 600. 
cut off a}l communication between fort Antonia and the temple, 
Got. complained of by Flerus to’Ceftius as enemies to Cefar, ib. 
 -extenuare matters to Politianus, ib. orally routed by the Romans, 
621. invincible courage and refolution, 629. defperate refolurion, 
635. draw lots for their lives, 636. purfued by the Romans up to 
their fhizping, and a vaft number put to death, 639,640. mifer- 
able ftare, 641. beat ee upon them, 661. hold fecret in- 
teiligence with Vefpafian, and fue so him for relief, 662. forced 
upon a battle, and lofe fifteen thoufand upon the fpor, 663. make 
a detperate fally, 676. out-wit the Romans, 679. fear nothing but 
the towers, 6S7. quit the firft wall, and betake themfelves to the 
fecond, ib. beat the Romans, 689. hard and refolute, 694. mifer- 
ably torcured, ib. carry away gold in their guts, and two thou- 
fand of their bellies ript open in one night, 698. rooted out, 699. 
fix hundred rhoufand dead bodies carry’d our of the city, ib. too 
hard for the Romans, 700. attempt firing the Roman engines, but 
fail, ;>1. fet fire to the temple-galleries, 706. overcome the Ro- 
mans by a ftratagem, 707. defperate fally upon the Romans, 709. 
-:efufe “Titus’s articies for ¢, and a vaft number put to death, 
314. obftinare in their wickednefs, ib. burning of Jerufalem ferves 
them brat for a fpectacle, 715. eat out the bowels of their own 
mother, 716. difperfed over the face of the whole earth, in Syria 
efpecially, and Antioch, 720. impute all their misfortunes to the 
Sicarii, 733. bravery abovethe Grecians, 521. appeal to their cne- 
mics, 5¢6. had feveral eminent benefaétors, 517. highly in favour 
with Alexander and the Prolemies of Egypt, ib. appeal to Cefar 
in yaftification of their loyalty, 518. vilified by Apion, and vindi- 
. cated by Jofephus, 519. misfortunes turn’d to their reproach, 
521. only favourites of the Romans, sz2- all trained up to the 
dame laws and government, 523. keep one day of the week holy 
according tothe law, 524. wonderful agreement in hfe and man- 
ners, ib. firm in all extremities, 526. ftand all trials, ib. conftan- 
cy, 52S. imitated by all nations, $29. no upftarts, ib. make their 
Jaws the rules of their lives and manners, 1b. 











InveGive againft Archelaus, 439. 

Sfoab defeats Abner; 183. calumniates and murders him, 184, 189. 
overthrows Hanuh and his confederates, 191. order’d to profe- 
cute the war a init the Ammonites, ib. lays fiege to Rabbah, ib. 
receives a repulfe and writes David word thereof, and what fol- 
lows thereupon, 192. cuts off the Ammonites water, and ftreigh- 
tens them for provifions, 193. writes David the ftate of the fie 
of Rabbah, and advifes him ro appear in perfon at the affault, ib. 
invention in Abfalom’s favonr, 194. gets leave for Abfalom to re- 
turn from Gefhur to Jerufalem, 195. obtains leave for Abfalom 
to wait upon his father, ib. routs Abfaiom, and runs him through 
with his javelin, 198. plain dealing with David, 199, ftabs A~ 
mata, and advances to find our Sheba, 201. befieges Abel- 
Maacha, 202. brings Sheba’s head to David, ib. declared gene~ 
ral, ib. put to death, 211. 

Foafb Cucceeds Jehu, and orders the temple of Jerufalem to be re- 
ttor’d, 247. Apaftafy, 28S. flain, ib. i 

Foafh facceeds Jehoahas, 248. overcomes and takes Amaziah pri- 
foner, 249. 

Foazar keeps the Jews in quiet, 443. 

Fobn facceeds his” father Eliafib in the pontificate, 291. kills his 
brother Jefus, ib. 

Fobn Baptift put to death, 450. 

¥ebn of Gifchala an extravagant impoftor, 616. charaéter, ib, makes 
Fofeph his friend, and afterwards abufes his kindnefs, ib. trea- 
cherous practices, 617, 618. feigns’ himfelf fick, ib. people a- 
gainft him, ib. runs away to Jerufalem, 647. great incendiary 
of the war, 64S. hiftory of him, 652. fets up for fovereign pow- 
cr, 661. of a ready wit, and an excellent fpeaker, ib. caft off, 
and Simon invited to the government, 668. fight between him 
and Eleazar, 67.4. encounter between him and Simon, 675. is 
poflefleffion of the temple, 685. proceeds from plunder to fa- 
crilege, 699. 

Jobn the Idumean, a famous officer, flain by an Arabian, 687. 

Febn, fon of Levi, defeats the rebels, 27. malice and envy, 29. 
tameers with the people, ib. ‘leaves Tiberias, and goes to Gil-. 
chala, 39. excufes himfelf to Jofeph with dreadful oaths and im- 
precations, ib. inrag’d ar the reputation and fucceffes of Jofeph, 


Si. 

Jonah ordered to preach to the Ninevites, flips himfelf another way, 
caft overboard, and devoured by a whale, &c. 250, 

Fonathan, fon of Saul, obtains a complete victory over the Philiftins, 
161. generous refolution, 162. difcourfe to his armour-bearer, ib. 
undergoes the curfe of Saul, ib. under his father’s difpleafure, and 
refcu’d, 163. David's friend in his dangers from Saul, 169. rea- 
fons with David, and makes a league wie® him, 170, 171. in- 
forms David of all Saul’s projects againft him, 171, renews his 
league with David, 174. 5 

Fonathan tucceeds Judas Maccabeus, 319. he and Simon withdraw 
into the wildernels, 320. fecure themfelves by paffing the river 
Jordan, ib. he and Simon perform great execution upon Bac- 
Chides’s men, ib. clears Judea of falfe worfhip and falfe bre- 
thren, 321. puts Jerulalem in a {tate of defence, ib. made high- 
prieft, ib. overthrows Alexarider, takes Azotus, and fets fire .to 
the temple of Dagon, 324. mects Alexander at Joppa, 325- lays 
fiege to the tower of Jcrufalem, prefents Demetrius, and obtains 
large privileges for the Jews, 326. fends Demetrius an enforce- 
ment, 327- great victery over Demetrius, ib. furpriz’d, and his 
men leaving him, but Mutthias and Judas recover the day, ibid. 
renews a league with the Romans and Lacedemonians, 328. he 
and Simon undertake for fortifying Jerufalem, 329, made pri- 
foner in Prolemais, and one thoufand of his men cut to pieces, 
330. purto death, 331. 

Fonarbhan a Sadducce irritates yrcanus againft the Pharifecs, 
renounces them and and turns Sadducee, 336. 

Jonathan declines the pontificate, and recommends his brother Mat- 
thias, 481. ftabb’d by ruffians, 493. 

Jonathan the high-pricft murdered’ by cut-throats, and the city in 
an uproar abourit, 596. - 

Jonathan's phantaftical challenge, 706. 

Yonatban an _enthufiaft weaver draws a party after him, 
tenced to be whipt and burnt alive, ib. ~ : 

Joppa deftroy’d, 6t1, a den of thieves and mutineers, 37. taken by 

Fofeph's 


wha 


734- fens 


the Romans, ib. 





nS ep ent AS nt one 
*s dreams, 70. envy’d by his brothers, and his life fought, 

Fee faa into Beye ond highly advanced, ibid. fold to Poti? 
phar, 71. tempted to lewdnefs by Petiphar’s wife, ib. exemplary 
continence, ib. committed to jail, 73. patience and refignation, 
ibid. expounds feveral dreams, ib. advice to provide againft a 
famine, 74. marries Afaneth, ib. pretends to take his bretliren for 
fpies, 75. orders them to be taken into cuftody, ib. treats them 
at fupper, 76. makes himfelf known to them, 78. fends for his 
father, ib. death and character, 80. 

Fofeph, nephew of Onias, begs his uncle’s pardon of Prolemy, makes: 
his own fortune by it, and advances his fon Hyrcanus, 303. &c, 
death, character, and commiffior, 36. 

Fofeph adminitters in the abfence of flexod, 378. put to death, and 

“ “Alexander imprifoned, 379. ; . Se 

“Yofeph, Herod’s brother, commands in his abfence, 555. kill’d ina 
skirmifh, and head ftruck off, ib. - 

Fofepbus, how moved to write the hiftory of the Jews, 499. {cope 
and intent of his hiftory, ib. teftimrmony of Jefus Chrift, 447. 


wrote the wars of the Jews originally in Hebrew, 531. a party of, 


the war, ib. bound in honour and confcience to write the hiftor 

ofthe war, $32. method and defign init, 533. governor of bot 
Galilees, 615. principles and inclinations, ibid. method and form, 
of government, ibid. mafter of an army to his own wifh, ib. 
honour and juftice, 616. fcandalous uproar againft him, ib. arti- 
&cial infinnation to the Taricheans, 617. gains upon the multi- 
tude, ib.. fet ufon and efcapes narrowly, ib. moderation, ibid. 
plots againft him, 618. his people defert, 625. gives over the war, 
and withdraws to Tiberias, ib. puts it to the council of Jerufa- 
fem, whether to fight or treat, 626. flips away out of ‘Tiberias 
 Gnto Jorapata, ib. invention to keep off ftones and fire, 627. finds 
out away forthe relict of Jotapata, 628, propounds an efcape, 
but the ‘Jews importune the contrary, ib. ftriét fearch after him, 
634. he acd ioity more conceal’d in a vault, ib. found out, ibid. 
calls to mind dreams and revelations of paft times, 635. delivers 
himfeifsup to the Romans, ib. fer at liber:y, and conducted by 
Nicanor to Vefpafian, 636, kept clofe prifoner, 637. difcourfe 
in private with Vefpafian, ibid. forerels the fucceffion of Vefpa- 
fian and Titus rothe empire, ib. faid to be flain, and uriverfally 
Jamented by the Jews, who as much hate him when they find he 
is alive and in favour with the Romans, 638. treated Vefpafian in 
the ftile of emperor, while Nero was yet living, aud himfelft a 
prifoner ; for which Vefpafian gives him his liberty with hocours 
and rewards, 671. harangues the Jews in a moft pathctick man- 
ner, 690. generous refignation of himfelf for the honour of his coun- 
try, 693. gives good advice to no purpofe, 715. extraction, 25. fon 
of Matthias, ib. three fons, ib. applies himfelf to the ftudy of the 
three fects, ib. difcigle of Bannus, ib. inclines ro the way of the 
Pharifees, 26. takes a voyage to relieve divers prifoneis which 
were fent to Rome by Felix, amd wonderfully preferv’d, 
jb. made known at Rome to Poppea, ib. advifes with the fenate, 
€%c. about demolifhing Herod’s palace, 28. depofits the king's 
goods for his ufe, ib. comes to an agreement with the free-boot- 
ers, 29. takes feventy Galieans to his afliftance and council, ibid. 
modefty and juftice, ib. goes to Tiberias, ib. difcourfe upon good 
faith and treachery, ib. efcapes very narrowly a plot defigned up- 
on his life, 30. ships for Tiarichea, ibid. moderation, ib. pacifies 
the multitude, ib, generofiry to John and the Sepphorites, ibid. 
charg’d with treachery, 31. plot againft him to depofe him, ib. 
befet in His houfe with foldiers, 32. flips away in difguife, ibid. 
goes to the Circus, and addrefles himfelf to the people, ib. ap- 
peal, ib. in danger of “his life, and comes off by a ftratagem, ib. 
reafons the matter with the common prone ib. invention to bring 
the people to their wits, 33, gets the fenate and chief citizens of 
Tiberias for his fecurity, 1b. adjudges Clitus to cut off his right 
hand with his left, 34, Invites Juftus, Piftus, and other prifoners, 
to eat with him, ib. difcourfe at table, ib. walls and fortifies di- 
vers places, ib. plot againft him, and_his father fends him intel~ 
ligence thereof, 35. willing to quit Galilee, but the people will 
not part with him, ib. prophetical dream, ib. anfwer to Jona- 
than’s letter, 36. fummon'd to appear at Gabara, 37. fummons 
the people to attend him there, with arms, ib. way-lays the roads 
for paffengers and letters, ib. defign upon him difappointed, ib, 
goes into the field, and addreffes himfelf to the deputies appoint- 
ed for matters between him and John, 38. gives the deputies 
. their pardon, ib. fends commiffioners to Jeruialem, with com- 
plaine againft the rioters, ib. goes to Tarichea, but keeps his 
{couts and {pies abroad for intelligence, 39. plot againft his life 
in the oratory, and what followed thereuron, ib. fet upon and 
refcu'd, 40. ‘meets John at thé head of his troops, gives him the 
flip, and goes away to Tarichea, ib. confirm’d in_ his govern- 
ment, 41. his outguards intercept Jonathan, ib. ridicul’d with a 
mock funeral, ib. gets Simon out of town by a wile, and carries 
him off, ib. beats the Tiberians, ib. treats Simon with honour, 
ib. enters Tiberias, and puts matters into right order there, ib. 
taxes Juftus and fome other writers for unfaithf = hiftorians, 42. 
takes Sepphoris, 44. ftratagem to divert the Galileans, ib. takes 


Sepphoris, and quits it again, 45. draws Silas into an ambufh, | 


and routs him, ib. made prifoner by the Romans at the taking of 
Jotapata, 46. receives great favours from Titus, ib. highly in Vef- 
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fian’s favour, ib. wives and children, ib. what moved him to write 

lis hiftory of the Jews, 47, undeniable authority for whathe fays, ; 
502. hiftory compiled at Rome, ib. appeals to the generals them- 
felves and feveral. great officers for the truth of it, ib. rreated as 
an impottor, ib. reafons the cafe, and clears himfelf, ib. turns 
_ the Greeks reafoning upon themfelves, ib. appeals to the Greek 
hiftorians themfelves, 503. refleétions upon Manetho’s abfurdi- 

ties, 511. remarks upon Apion’s follies and ngiftakes, 514. 

Fobua made general, 94. fends fpies to Jericho, 130. calls the 
tribes together, and minds them of their promifes, ib. marches 
from Abila with fifty thoufand men to the banks of Jericho, ib. 
facrifices upon an altar of ftones, and keeps the pailover, 121. 
prayer and appeal, 132. takes Ain, 133. ftrikes up a league with 
the Gibeonites, 134. miftake, ib. relieves the Cihesnines, and 
routs the enemy, ib. lays the country of Canaan wafte, ib. marches 
from Gilgal towards Siloe, and builds an altar there, ib. ereéts 
an altar at Sychem and mount Garizim, 335. calls an affembly at 
Siloe, and minds the people of the great things God had done 
for them, ib. advifes the difmifling the-two tribes and a half that 
came from beyond Jordan, ib. fends commiffioners to furvey the 
country of Canaan, and to make an eftimate thereof, ib. charges 
all the tribes utterly to root out the Canaanites, 136. fpeech to 
his troops from beyond Jordan, ib. difchargcs bis auxiliaries, 
ib. Jaft adieu to his friends from beyond Jordan, ib. takes up at 
Sychem, 137. appoints a general aflembly, and difcourfes upon 

‘od’s mercy and providence, ib. age and deuth, ib. character, 138. 

Fofiah facceeds Manaffeh king of Judah, 259. zeal for the extirpa- 
tion of idolatry, and eftablifhment of God’s worfhip after the 
example of king David, ib.oppofes Pharaoh-Necho, 261. kill’d 
by an Egyptian, ibid. 

Fotapata betieged, 667. &c, taken 673.. number of men kill’d in 
the fiege, 634. 

Jotham tucceeds Uzziah, 251. a pious prince, 252. repairs the tem- . 
ple and city, and makes the Ammonites tributaries, ib. dies and 
fucceeded by Ahaz, ib. 

F cthan.ona feltival gets up to the tap of mount Garizim, and thence 
{peaks to the feople, 145. 

Laac promifed, 58. birth, 60. goesto Gerar, 64. fends Efau 2 
hunting, ib. death, 68. . : 

Lfaiah the prophet promifes Hezekiah afliftance from heaven, 257. 
tells Hezekiah his prayers are heard, ib. foretels the captivity of 
Babylon, 258. commits his prophecies to writing, ib, 

Vbbofbeth murdered, and all honour done to his body, 185. 

Ybmael born, 58. twelve fons, 60. 

ffraelites, their original, 66. march out of Egypt, 88. hardthips in 
the wildernefs, 91. murmur againft Motes, 92, 93. 108. rar. 
rout the Amalekires, 94. make war upon the Canaanites, contra- 
ry tothe advice of Mofes, and fhamefuily over-thrown, 111. 
impute all their calamities to Mofes, 114. ° what befell them in 
the wildernefs during the fpace of thirty eight years, ibid.- fall 
from luft tq idolatry, 118. how to govern themfelves in the land 
of Canaan, 92. worfted at Ain, 132. prayer and humiliation, ib. 
relent towards the Canaanites, 138. difpence with God's order, 
139. make an oath not to intermarry with the Benjamites, 140. 
march againft the Benjamites, and routed, ib. draw them into an 
ambufh, ib. degenerate, 141. oppreffed by Eglon, and deliver’d 
by Ehud, 142. harden’d in inquity, 14.3. flaves to the Canaa- 
nites, ib. corrupted in religion, government, and manners, 146. 
tributaries to the Philiftines, 148. carried away captive by Tiglath- 
Pilefer, 252. carried away captive to Babylon, 266. 

Jxbal firft inventer of mufick, 51. 

Fecundus and Tyrannus banifh’d the court, and fore’d to accufe 
Alexander, 415, 570. oe 

Fudea vitted with miferable calamities, 391. over-run with yaga- 
bonds, robbers, and impoftors, 493. all over in factions and 
broils, 585. made the fcene of the war, 66r. 

Fudas facceeds Eliafibin the pontificate, 290. 

Fudas Maccabeus facceeds Matthias his father to the command of the 
army, 309. encounters Apollonius, and kills him, 310. gives 
battle to Seron, kills him, and routs, his army, ib. overthrows 
Lyfias, purifies the temple; fets the country Hghesand returns to 
Ue Saeoae 311. he and Jonathan overthrow the Ammonites, 313. 

efieges the citadel ean 314, engages with Antiochus 
Eupater, ibid. fights Nicanor, kills him, and deftroys his army, 
317. made high-prieft, ib. enters into an alliance with rhe Ro- 
mans, ibid, refolves to encounter Bacchides with bare eight hun- 
dred men, ib. generous bravery of him and his companions, ib. 
encounters Bacchides, and gets the better of him at firft, but af- 

' terward oppreffed by numbers, and flain, 318. 

Fudas and Matthias two eminent Jews, and heads of a great tu- 
mult, 430. inveigh againit the golden-eagle, and prefs deftroying 
it, 431. taken prifoners and fent hound to Jericho, ib. pur to 
death, 607. . 

Fuclas the notorious robber, his perfon and exploits, 437, 584- 

“GFudasa Gaulonite of Gamala, and Sadock a Pharifee, Commit hor- 
rible outrages under colour of a common good, 443. ftart a fourth 
fect, 444. - 

Judas an Effene, his ftrange prediction, 539. 

Fudes fon of Judas, in a plot to detroy Simon, 693, . 
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Judgement of God upon the Ifraclites for their corruptions, 141. 
Fulian, his notable exploit and unfortunate end; 703. 
FJuflus and Piftus join intereft with John, 29. _ F 
“Fupfus tax’d vy Jofephus as an unfaithful hiftorian, 825. complain’d 
of to Vefpafian, and deliver’d up to Agrippa, 829. 
Feates fon to Monobazus made fucceffor by his father, 486. con- 
verted by a Jewifh merchant, 487. troubled to fee his relations 
rifoners, and fends them away for hoftages, ib. circumcifed, and 
is mother and Ananias almoft mad about it, ib. fupplies Helen 
for her journey to ponaens 48S. writes to the Parthians to call 
their king home, ib. takes Arfamus, 489. makes war with the 
Parthians, ib. modefty, prayer, and humiliation, ib. vanquifhes 
his enemy in a miraculous manner, 490. death, ib. 


K 


ENA Z, delivers the Ifraclites out of bondage, 142. 
Aixg, how to be chofen, 123. 
Aicg defired by the Itraclices, and granted, 157. 


L 


A BAN warmed by God not to hurt Jacob, 66. reproaches 
L Jacob, ib. makes 2 Isague with him, 67. : 
Laeder-cniazs detive from Abraham, 306. they and the Athenians 

b:a.<¢ bat unfortunate, § adn:it no ftrangers, 52S. 

Boke of Genezarcth, its quality and defcriprion, 641. 

Lakes of Acphaltitis and Tiberias defcribed, 664. 

Lard rurk, not to be removed, 123. 

Lacss For feats and facrifices, 174 for regulation of priefts, facri- 
fices, feftivals, and other matters political and civil, ibid. for 
meats and perfons clean and unclean, 105. for women in child- 
bed, 1o6. for adultery and incetft, ib. 

Lees of Mofes abridg’d, 122. 523. 

Let: put upon Jacob for Rachel, 66. 

Letters intercepted from Antiphilus to Antipater, 429. from Acme, 
43¢. forged, tb. their firft inventors, 5909. 

Leete and his wife, a fory of them, 139. 

Levites a ore of them contrary to the law, 496. 

Longiszs, his glorious action, 683. 

Lengus, his bravery, 727. ; 

ist entertains angels, 59. houfe becet, ib. withdraws from Sodom, 
ib. wife rurned into a fillar of falt, ibid. fliesto Zoar, ibid, in- 
ceft, ib. 

Lavlizes overthrows Mithridates, 344. 

Ly:tas left by Antiochus to manage the war of Judea, 310. gets a 
forriduble army, ib. beaten, 311. proclaims Antiochus Euparor 
kirg, 314. put.to death, 315. 

Lycmzus tamous for his laws, 526. 

Lydia burn: and deftroy’d, 612. 

Ajjimeackus a fhametcl and profefs'd 'falfifier, 513. 


a 
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ACHERAS his cruelty, 370. fortifies Gath, 371. goes to 
Herod at Emmaus, and puts alithe Jews there to death, 555. 
makes his peace with Herod, ib. 

AMackerus befieged by Batlus, 724. Macherus, Hyrcanion, and Alexan- 
dsion celiver’d and levell’d with the ground, 544. 

AMackens advifeth Artaxerxes to banifh Vafhti, 285. 

Macro put to death by Caius, 753. 

Madi anites follow Bsiaam’s counfel, and gain their point, 118. with 

"the Amalekites and Arabians over-run the Ifraelites, 143. 

Afagicéar {ets up fora prophet, and overthrown by Felix, 596. 

Magicians a ad robbers fet up for an abfolute liberty, 596. 

Afagifer.acy to be honour’d, 123. 

Haid, her cafe if fhe marries when taken pr 

Alslichus in a plot againft Antipater, aad brings himfelf off by a 
fa.fe orth, 360. gets Antipater poifon’d, but forfwears ir, and 
what follows, 381. ftabb’d under a colour of friendfhip, ibid. 
his ingraticade, 548. ingratiares himfelf with Phafael and Hered, 
ib. cut to pieces by Herod’s officers, 549. 

MManckem an Etfene, his ftrange prediction, 395. heads the rebels 
of Jerufalem, fets up for 2 prince, afiaulted and pur to 
deeth, 62S. with feveral others cut off, ib. 

Afanaf-b succeeds Hezekizh king of Judah, 259. a wicked prince, 
ib. carried awav -aptive to Babylon, ib. upon his converfion fer 
at liberty, ib. jife and death, ib. 

Aanaljes fecceeds Jaddus in the pontificate, 291. gives a fcandal by 
ma2zrrying a ftrange woman, ib. order’d to put away his wife, or 


ifoner, 125. 


oT. 


Ssecmatgeaensgh ee ere A I AS 


lay down his office, ib. lays his cafe before Sanballat, who under- 
“takes to fecure him to all purpofés, &c. ib. high-prieft after 
Eleazar, 302. 

Afanethon an Egyptian writer, feveral paffages out of him, $035 


504) 509. 

Manoab troubled for want of children, 148. wife foretold ina vifion 
that fhe fhall have a child, ib. fhe tells the ftory to Manoah, and- 
puts him into a jealoufy, ib. 

Mannab food of the Ifraelites, 93. fails, 138. 

Marcellus made governor of Judea, 4458. 

Afarcus and Cathus give Herod the command of lower Syria, 549. 

Marcus Ambivius facceeds Coponius, 445. 

Mariamne in danger of her life, 386, 387. a woman of honour and 
virtue, but humorous, 387. receives fentence, and at the inftance 
of Salome put to death, ib. conftancy to the laft, ib. 

Jarianine marries Archelaus, and leaves him for Demetrius, 492. 

Marion, king of the Tyrians, driven out of Galilee, 549. he and 
Antigonus march againft Herod, ib. 

Ataviffa demolifh’d and laid wafte, 551. 

Marfyas carries the news of Tiberius’s death to Agrippa, 456. 

4Sferthace mother of Archelaus dies, 436. 

Maffacres of the Jews, 26, 609, 610. 

Maffada befieged by Antigonus, and in extreme want of water, 553. 
relieved, ib. furpriz’d, and the garrifon put to the fword, 606. 
befieged by Silva, and taken, 732. &c. ftrange refolution of the 
inhatitants, ibid. me 

Afattbias and his fons kill the meffengers that would force them to 
falfe worfhip 309. dying {peech, 1b. makes a party, and kills 
Bacchides, 535. brings Simon into the city, and murdered by 
him, 697, 698. 

Afeannefs of birth among women, a crime, 567. 

Memphis deliver’d up to Mithridates, 546. 

Afenabem fliys Shallum, and takes the government upon himfelf, 
zgt. death, 252. 

Afénander the hiftorian makes mention of Solomon and Liram, and 
other particulars, 505. . 

Atephibofbeth fon of Jonathan, taken care of b 
Micha, ib. in a bad condition, 200. traduc’, 
ib. loyalty and gratitude, ib. 

Mickol lets David down at a window, and deceives the officers, 170. 
excufes herfelf to Saul, and what follows, ib. 

Afi]l not to be taken in pawn, 126. 

Mitkridates fain by his fon Pharnaces, 349. worfted and refcu'd by 
Antipater, 354. 

Afoab and Ammen born, 59. 

Sfonobazus king of Adiabene marries his fifter Helen, 486. fons by 
her, ib, fends for Izates, and fettles the province of Ceron upon ~ 
him, ib. death, ib. 

Aforobazus the fon, made adminiftrator of affairs in Izates’s abfence, 
487. fucceeds Izates, 490. 

Afonobazus matter of the hill Acra, 685. 

Mordecai often at the king’s gate enquiring after Ether, 215. dif- 
covers a confpiracy againft Artaxerxes, ib. plants himfelf in the 
king’s gate in fack-cloth and afhes, 286. begs Either's interceffion, 
287. preferr’d, 289. ‘ 

Afofes, the perfection of his law, 2. hiftory much more ancient than 
the hiftory of any pagan writer, ib. way of training up his peo- 
ple, 48. qualifications for writing a true hiftory, ib, — 

Mofes born, $1. kept clofe for three months, ib. fet adrift wpon the 
river ina basket, ib. why call’d Mofes, 82. pregnant wit when 
very young, ib. preferv’d by a fpecial providence, ib. war with 
the Ethiopians, 82, 83. confpiracy againft him, 83. efcapes to Mi- 
dian, 84. refcues the daughters of Raguel, ib. commanded by 
God to go into Egypt, ib. rod turn’d into a ferpent, 85. goes 
into Egypt, ib. ridicul’d by Pharaoh, and works miracles, $4. 
rod devours the enchanters rods, ib. leads the Ifraelites out of 
Egypt, 88. ftrikes the fea with his rod, and the waters part, 89. 
goes to mount Sinai, and facrifices, go. threaten’d to be fton’d, 
92. calls upon God, and his prayer heard, ib. ereéts an altar, 
95. arrives at mount Sinai, ibid. juftice and modefty, ibid. goes 
up to mount Sinai, 96. fets forth God's mercies to the 
Ifraclites, ib. receives the Jaw from God, ib. goes up again tothe. 
mount, and tarries there forty days, 97. builds a tabernacle, ib. 
confults God in the tabernacle, 103. numbers the people, 107. 
fends fpies into the land of Canaan, 108. of great power and au- 
thority, 109. defires a paffage through Idumea, and the king re- 
fufes fea 115. marches through the defart into Arabia, ibid. 
‘makes war upon the Amorites, 115. and Madianites, 116. fends 
out an army to extirpate them, and routs them, 119. candour 
and fincerity, ib. leaves Jofhua his fucceffor, 120. charges the 
tribes of Gad, &c. with feif-ends, ib. grants their requeft upon 
conditions, ib. builds ren cities beyond Jordan, ib. calls the peo- 
ple together to Abila, ib. dying fpeech, ib. laws, 121. univer+ 
fally lamented, 128. within fight of Canaan, 129. 

Mofes’s books torn to pieces by a foldier, 491, 595. 

Mofes vindicated from the fCandal of Manetho, 512. defended a 

ainft Apollonius and others, 322. excellency of his Jaws, ibid. 
firft lawgiver, 523. the peoples guide, and God his, ib. holy 

- common-wealth, ib. difference between him and other lawgirc? 

1 . 


David, 190. fon 
to David by Ziba, 





I 


ibid. makes a confcience of irreverence even to falfe Gods, 527. 
Mother Arefles and eats the flefh of her own fon, 708. 
Adultitude clamorous upon the fubject of grievances, 581. divided, 
part for Jofephus, part againft him, 32. 
A4utineers burnt alive, 431- , 





N 


ABAL, hiftory of him, 175, 176. 
Naboth: Kory of Naboth’s vineyard, 232. fton’d at the infti- 
gation of Jezebel, ib. 

Nachor and Aran Abraham’s brothers, 56. 

Nadab facceeds Jeroboam, 220. kill’d by Baafha, ib. 

Nadab and Abihu confum’d by judicial tre, 102. 

Nabyb king of the Amorites befieges Jabefh, 138. flain, 139. 

: Nabum the prophet foretels the defttuétion of Niniveh, and Af 
fyrian empire, 252. 

Naomis and Ruth go back to Bethlehem, and Orpha ftays behind, 
I§L. : 

Nathon the prophet encourages David’s projeét in building the tem- 
ple, butteils him the work wasreferved for Solomon, 188. brings 
David to a fight of his fin, 192. foretels the feveral calamities to 
befall David, ib,- 

Nebuchadnezzar defeats Pharaoh, and makes Jehoiakim his tribu- 
tary, 262. perfidy and cruelty, ib. Pe Jerufalem, and makes 
Jehoiakim, &c. his prifoners, ib. {ets Zedekiah up in the place 
of Jehoiakim, ib. takes Jerufalem, and burns the temple, &c, 
265. carries the people away captive to Babylon, 266. dreams 
and expofition of them by Daniel, 268, 269. golden image, ib, 
death, ibid. : 

Nehemiah cup-bearer to Xerxes, 283. laments for the deftruction of 
Jerufaiem, ib. gets leave from Xerxes to aflift in repairing the 
city and temple, ib. cails an aflembly at Jerufalem, ib. encou- 
xages the work, ib. gives neceffary orders, 184. difcharges the 
ameeting, ib. very much hindred in the work, ib. .conftant in 
carrying iron, il death, ib. igen 7 

Nephan performs wond::s againft the Philiftines, igo. ; 

Nero proclaim’d emperor, 493. poifons Britannicus, 595. murders 
his mother, ib. puts Octavia to death, ib. gives the lefs Armenia 
to Ariftobulus, and part of Galilee and other places to Agrippa, 
Xb. the worft and weakeft of princes, 596. grants and commif- 
fions, ih. decree in favour of the Cefarean Greeks, 598. vanity 
and oftentation, 620 ~ ; 

Nicanor fent with an army to deftroy Judas, beaten, and lofes his 
life, ib. 

Nicancr bafely wounded, 685. . . 

Nicholas of Damafcus, of counfel for the Jews, 301. his defence 
ef Herod and Archelaus,' 436, 583. 1 
againft Antipater, and very {evere upon him, 577. 

Nigcr preferv’d by a wonderful providence, 621. 

Nisrod : fee Noah, . 

Nozh, his ark, 51. genealogy, 52. fends out a raven and a dove, ib. 
gets out of the ark and tacrilices, ib. prayer, ib. God's covenant 
with him, 53. three fons plant in Senaar, Nimrod being their 
ring-Jeader, ib. they difperfe themfelves all over the face of the 
world, ib. his race down to Jacob, and the places they inhabit, 
ib. plants a vincyard, 55. made drunk, ib. nakednefs expofed, 
ibid. 

Nob laid in afhes, 173. 
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BADIAH fhelters an hundred prophets againft the outrage 
of Jezebel, 231. . ; 
Obed’s birth, from whom came Jeffe, and fromi Jefle David, 152. 
Obodas king of Arabia, a fMlothful and lazy prince, 410. death, 414. 
Old man kills himfelf, his wife, and feven children, rather than ac- 
cept an amnefty, 369. his wonderful refolution, -554. 
Omri chofen king of Ifrael, 229. dies, and his fon Ahab fucceeds, 
230. ’ 
Onias fucceeds his father Jaddus in the pontificate, 293. dies, and 
his fon Simon fucceeds, &c. 297. 5 | , . 
Oniasa weak prince fucceeds Manaffes in the pontificate, 302. 
Onias, otherwife called Menelaus, excluded from the ‘pontificate, 
307. betakes himfelf to Antiochus, and apoftatifeth from his re- 
ligion, ib. put to death at Berea, 315. 
. Onias, foiv of: Onias Menelaus, withd: 
on, and builds a temple indeliopolis, 315. 
Oxjas begs leave to build a temple in Egypt after the médel of that 


at Jerufalem, .323. falls to the work, and employs priefts and | 


Loevites in it of his own fancy, ib. 
Owd perches over Agrippa’s head, 454 


enters upon the proofs j, 


raws into Egypt for protecti- 
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ACORUS joins with Barzaphanes againft Judea, 364. ‘bes 
trays Phafael, ib. treachery, 550. attempts to deftroy Herod, 
55t- . : 
Painters and ftatuaries create deities, 527. ne . 
Palace of Solomon built, 218. defcribed, ib. of Antonia built by 
Herod, 561. 
Pappus defeated by Herod, 371. 
ttruck off, 556. . ; ’ 
Peraile planted, 49. Adam and Eve put into it, ib. its four rivers, 


blood fent to Herod, ib. head 


i So i, 
Parthians overthrown, 370. defire Herod to take the, government, — 
445. defy Izates, but forced to fly, 489. at Jerufalem ravage town 
and country, 551. . a 

Partiality in an hiftorian condemned, 520. —. 
Paffions, their divifion and defcription, 734. governed by reafon, ib. 


735: ; 

Paulina, wife of Saturninus, a lady of unfpotted virtue . for 
of her and Decius Marcus, iB . il y 

Pekab facceeds Pekahaiah, 232. opprefs‘d by ‘Tiglath-Pilefer, ib. 
overthrows Ahaz, ib. kill’d by Hofea, 253. 

Pekabaiab facceeds Menahem, 252. flain by Pekah, ib. 

People folicit Mofes to provide laws for the civil government, 97. 
and places put to fale, 360. 

Petronius ordered to fet up Caius’s ftatue in Judea, and the troubles 
following thereupon, 458. receives letters from Cefar not to fet 
up the ftatue, 460. receives news of Caius’s death, ib. rebukes 
thofé who dedicated a ftatue to Cefar, 481. difmificd, and Mar- 
cus fucceeds him, ib. 

Petronins orders Cefar's ftatues to be fet up in the temple, 592. 
matches with an army from Antioch rawards Judea, ib. ordered 
to be put to death, and why, 523. Cefar’s death prevents it, ib. 

Petronius finds great difficulty in {etting up Cefai’s ftatue, 764. fets 
people about it, 765. writes to Caius about the Jews, 767. ‘ 

Phenicians agree with the Jewifh books, 506. / 

Pharaoh, a name given to all the kings of Egypt from Memphis to 
the days of Solomon, and Gevifes hing: 220. : 

Pharach talls in love with Sarah, 57. vifired with a judicial ficknefs, 
ib. burler’s dream, 73. baker’s dream, ib. own dreams, ib. ridi- 
cuies Mofeés, and iets up his priefts and enchanters againft him, 
84. doubles the Hebrews task, 86. hardened and plagued grie- 
voufly, 86, 87. purfues the Ifraelites, 88. and drowned, 89 

Pharaoh: nechoh oppofed by Jofias, 261. depofes Jehoahaz, and car- 
ries him away captive to Egypt, ib. 

Pharifees foretel the tranflation of the government to Pheroras, 423. 
practices and opinions, 444. men of great reputation with the peo- 
pie, ib. character, 590. 

Phafaeland Herod, governors of Jerufalem and Galilee, 356, 546. 
Phafael’s character, 356. beats out his brains, 366, 552. Phafacl 
cautioned to look to himfelf, 551. charges Barzaphanes to his 
face, ib. Phafael and Hyrcanus {eized by the Parthians, ib. deli- 
vered up in chains, ib. 

Pheroras provides for the army, and repairs to Alexandrion, 369. re- 
fufes Herod’s daughter, 409. breaks his oath and promife, ib. 
hates, but flatters the women, who are all of a piece, 423. refufes 
to part with his wife, 424. fent to his government, and {wears ne- 
ver to return during Herod's life, ib. talls fick and dies, ib. death 
enquired into, 425. and Salome deadly enemies to Herod’s two 
fons, 567. humbles himfelf, confeffes, and begs Herod’s pardon, 
568. 

Philip of Macedon murdered, 291. 

Philip, brother of Herod, his death and character, 449. 

Philip and Demetrius fucceed to the government of Syria, 341. 

Philip a&ts in Archelaus’s abfence, 435. 

Philip’s wonderful efcape and deliverance, 27. writesto Agrippa and 
Berenice, ib. reafons the people into their wits, 28. wt 
Ee See fon marries his fifter Alexandra, 354,. 545. 
flain, ib. 2 . 
Philiftines overthrown by Samuel, 156. draw out a mighty army, 
161. break intothe Hebrews country, 162. furprized in fleep, and 
fly in confufion, ib. advance with an army againft the Hebrews, 
and overthrown, 166, 167, 168. enter the country of Keilah, 173, 
overcome by David, 174. cut off the heads of Saul and his fons, 
and expofe their bodies on gibbets, 181. a confederacy of feveral 

nations, 187. 

Philo not permitted to {peak in the controverfy between the Jews 
and Greeks, 457- brave.and bold fpeech, ib. chief of the ambaf- 
fadors fent by the Alexandrian Jews to Caius, 457, 762. he and 
his coliegues informed of Caius’s order about fetting up his’ fta- 
tues, ib. barbaroufly treated by Caius, 773. . 

Phineas, with ten eminent men, fent upon an embaffy to the dif- 
contented tribes, 137. fpeech-to the Reubenites, ib. 


Phinees his zeal, 119. kills Zimri and Cosbi in their tent, ib. 
- Phraataces 


= 
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Phraataces deftroy’d by a tumult, 445. % 

Phraates treats Hyrcanus with great refpect, 375. murdered by his 
fon Phraataces, 445. 

Pilate lays an ambufh for the Jews, 446. demands money out of 
the holy treafury, ib. curs a great many priefts to pieces, 448. 
faummoned before Cefar, ib. 

Pilate made governor of Judea, 591. fummons the Jews, and for 
what, ib. prevailed upon to remove Cefar's ftarues, ib. 

Fit not to he open, 126. 

Placidus breaks into Galilee, affaults Jorapata, but beaten off, 625. 
rifles Gadara, and lays it wafte, 663- 

Plague {eizes the Uraclites, and fweeps away feventy thoufand of 
them, &c.'192. ftopped, ib. dreadtul plague feizes the army of 
Senacherib, 257. raging plague in Jerulalem, 338. ten plagues of 
Egvprt, 84, 55. : 

Plato ae teen as yet ridiculed for his politicks, 526. his common- 
wealth a model of Mofes’s laws, 527. 

Piet againft Herod, 390. upon Mariamne’s life between Salome and 
the butler, 35>. 

Peifon, how to be punifhed if found in pofeffion of an Ifraclite, 
126. 

Pelitianes fent to manage the affair between Florus and the Jews, 601. 
rerurtis dgain, ib. 

Pellio and Sameas great with Anthony, 344. 

Pompey in war with AACA: 348. ‘takes the matter of Hyrcanus 
and Ariltobulus into his own hand, and gives them a hearing, 349- 
marches againtt Ariltobulus, ib. finds him in Alexandrion, and 
fammons him to fpeak with Him, ib. follows him to Jerufalem, 
ib. takes a view of the city, and lays fiege to ir, 350, §42. piety 
end moderation when he had taken the temple, 351, 543. takes 
Aiciftobulus prifoner, and carries him to Rome, ib. declares Lyr- 
carnus high-prieft, 543. poifoned, 351. 

Pentificaste transferred ag Jeterh, 495. hiftory of it, 497. 

Pert’; a farmous port, and the defcription of it, 561. 

Priefi and high-priett, their veftments, 99. reftrained in their mar- 
riages, 1¢6. carry the ark round Jericho for three days fucceflive- 
ly, 131. three hundred pricfts and prophets flain, 173. 

Priforers eight hurdred crucify’d fora fpectacle, 539. 

Privileges aiowed the finging men of the tribe of Levi, 496. 

Ptolemy the Saviour furprifes Jerufalem, tranfplants divers colonies 
of Jews into Egypt, and employs them in places of great truft, 


294 

Prolemy Philadelpkus facceeds Ptolemy the Saviour, 295. fets one 
hundred thoatand Jews at liberty, 1b. orders Mofes's law to be 
tranflared into Greek, ib. library of two hundred thoufand vo- 
lumes, ib. writes to the high prieft for Jewifh manufcripts, ib. 
great friend to the Jews, 295,296, &c. munificence to the tem- 
pie, 279. difmiffes the interpreters of Mofes’s books honourably, 
3ec-. menaceth Onias for etalng to pay him his annual tribute, 
302. chides Hyrcanus, 3c5. pleafed with Hyrcanus’s prefents, and 
ho:.ourably ditmiffeth him, 3c6. death, 3¢7. fons, ib. 

Ptolerzy Pktloreter marches to the relief of Alexander, 325. calls 
away his daughter from Alexander, and marries her to Deme- 
trias, ib. proclaimed king of Afia and Egypt, ib. relinquifhes 
Afiz, ib. routs Alexander, ib. death, 326. 

Ptolerzy’s cruelty to Hyrcanus’s mother and brethren, 334, 553. 

Ptolemy Lapkyr advanceth to the relief-of Prolemais, 338. fets down 
betore it, and takes the city Azochis, ib. takes Ptolemais, 339. 
marches into Egypt, tb. . 

Ptclemy Menneus compounds for his head, 349. marrics Alexandra, 


354- . 
Ptolerzy flain by a party of highwaymen, 370, 555. 
Ptolemy charged o confpiracy, 370. 

PurifEment of a falfe oath, 123. in cafe of blood, ib. 


Q 


UAILS fenr, 93, 107. 
Quirilins Varus; {ec Yaris. 
QiunGilia tortured, 467. 
anee: Pompeius affaulted and taken into Claudius’s protection, 
478. 


R 


ACHEL, her incomparable beauty, 65. tenhdernefs towards 
Jacobfib. longs for Leah’s mandrakes, 66. fteals her father’s 

~ idols, 67. dies in labour, 68. 

Raguel's daughters affronted,and refcued by Mofes, 84. gives Mofes 
one of his daughters, ib. joys Mofes oe his fuccefles, 95. gives 
him advice, ib. : 

Rachab conceals the fpies, who promife her protection, 131. 
veys them away, ib. fhe and her friends faved, 132. . 











een, 


Ran, a battering engine, its deftription, 629. 

Ram called Nicon, makes the firft breach in Jerufalem, 689, 
Reafon, its power and force, 734. defcribed, ib. 

Rebecca, her civility and good nature, 52: 

Records, their antiquity and ufe, gor. 

Regifters under the care of the priefts, sor. 

Reboboam fucceeds Solomon, 223. difconrents the people, 224. flies 


to Jerufalem, ib. .mufters an army, ib. admonifhed by God nor 
to engage in a civil war,ib. forfakes God, 225. builds and forti- 
fies feveral cities, ib. wives and children, 226. befieged in Jeru~ 
falem by Shifhak king of Egypt, and delivers it up to him, ib, 
death, ib. fucceeded by his fon Abias, 227. , 
Reuben intercedes to Jofeph, 70. fpeaks for himfelf and brethren, 


i$: 
Rezin and Pekah make war upon Ahaz, and ovérthrow him, 252. 


Rezin flain, 253. 


Robbers routed, and Gulilee reduced, 369. commit ftrange outrages, 


649. 


Roman affairs in a great diftraction, 620. diftipline defcribed, 623. 


too hard for the hot-headednefs of the Jews, 687. empire, its 
extent, 624. torn to pieces with factions and civil broils, 667. 

Romans {ally upon the Jews, 437, 584. fire the galleries, and burn 
the Jews, ib. vaft power, 611, too hard for the freebooters upon 
even terms, 612. repulfed by the Jews upon feveral affaults, 613. 
invention to cover their pioncers, ib. ftrange courage and con- 
ftancy, 632. take Gamala by affault, and beaten out again, 646. 
much eafier to the Jews than the Zealots, 6s1. beaten from 
their camp, 678. at the very gates of Jerufalem, worfted and 
beaten back to their camp, 685. raife four might aN Bcs in fe~ 
venteen days, 695. beaten from their works, ib. make oftentation 
of their plenty to reproach the Jews in their neceflities, 697. 
fall to mining, jor. find the guards afleep at Antonia, and cur 
their throats, 702. fhut up in Antonia, 703. advance with theic 
machines to the upper town, and carry all before them, 716. 

Rue and Barras, plants, their ftrange properties, 724. 

Rufus and Gratus go over to the Romans, 437. 

Rules and methods of the Jewifh worfhip and difcipline, 520. 

Ruth lays herfelf in the night at the feet of Boaz, 152. 


5 


ABBA-TH, why fo called, 49. 

Sabinus goes to qertalen and demands Herod's books and 
keys, bur the officers keep them for Cefar, 435, 582. exhibits an 
information againft Archelaus, and the iffue of the matter, ib. 
commands in Varus’s abfence, 436. fends to Varus for relief a- 
gaint the Jews, 437, 584. protefts againft Claudius, 478, kills 
himfelf, 479. 

Of Sacrifices, 103. 

Sadducees ; an account of them, 444. 

see Breaks in upon, and over-rules the Egyptians, 503. fuccef~ 
ors, ib. 

Salmanezer overthrows Hofea, 253.- takes Samaria, deftroys the king- 
dom of Ifrael, carries away Hofea, and all his people prifoners, 
and plants the kingdom of Ifrael with a colony of Chuthites, 


255. 

Suen fets the three brothers,at liberty, and places Janneus Alexan- 
der upon the throne, 338. plot and practice upon the two princes, 
got. fhe and Pheroras irritate Herod againft his own fon, 402. 
hates the children of Mariamne mortally, go9. makes a {py of her 
own daughter againft her husband gb. confents to marry Sylleus, 
but the match broke upon account of their religion, 410. charged 
with incontinence, 412. difcovers intrigues, 423. an enemy to 
Archelaus, 435. does the office of a talebearer, 566. charge againft 
Archelaus, 582. 

Samaria befieged 
234 | 

Samaritan impoftor, 448. \ 

Samaritan furnifhes Agrippa with a 12m of money, 492. : 

Samaritans, their {pite to the Jews, 280. derived from the Chuthites, 
291. change parties with their intereft, 293. demand immunity 
of the feventh year’s tribute, but nor granted, ib. “dedicate the 
temple at Gerizim to Jupiter, 308. complain of the Jews for 
burning their villages, 491. guilty ofa riot, qo. fent with others 
to be try'd by Cefar, ib. condemned to die, rb. 

Samaritans upon mount Gerizim mealitate a rebellion, and reduced, 
633- 

Santon born, 149. falls in love ‘ith a damfel at Timnah, and con- 
traéts himfelf to her, ib. encounters a lion, and ftrangles him, ib. - 
propounds a riddle, ib. his miftrefs gets the meaning out of him, 
and betrays him, ib. riddle refolved by the Philiftines, ib. puts 
away his wife, 150. burns the Philiftines corn, ib. wife burnt 


by Adad, and the fiege miraculoufly raifed, 233 


aves ib. withdraws to Elam, ib. renders himfelf upon conditions 
con~}] - 


‘the Philiftines, ib. exploit with the jaw-bone of an ee 
vanity in affuming all to himfelf, ib. feized witha parching say 





I 


N D E X. 








‘ibid. repentarice and prayer, ibid. coopr up in-Gaza, and carries 
away the gates upon his fhoulders, ib.- falls in love with’ Dalilah, 
ib. tells where his ftrength lay, 151. eyes put out, ib: brings 
down the houfe upon his own, and the heads of three thoufand 
Philiftines, ib. : : : 

Samuel born, 133. begins to prophefy at thirteen years of age, ib. 
{peech about religion, &c. 155. calls an affembly at Mifpeh; 156. 
overthrows the. Philiftines, ib. excellent government, ib. devolves 

- the care thereof to his fons, who .degenerate, ib. very much con- 
cerned that the people defire a king, but at length _grants them 

. one by Gogs command, 157. anoints Saul king, and prefents him 

-. tothe people, 158, 159. prefages what fhall befal them under a 
kingly government, 159. joftifies himfelf, 160. taxes the people 
for their ingratitude, ib. “ prays for a tempeft from heaven, 161. 

, charge to the people, ib. reprehends Saul, and why, ib. intercedes 

to God for Saul, but cannot prevail, 164. pronounces Saul con- 
demned to the lofs of his kingdom, 165. leaves Saul, ib. fent to 
Bethlehem, where he anoints David king, 165,166. death and 
character, 175. . : 

Sanballat goes over with eight thoufand men from Darius to Alexan- 
der, 292. gets leave to build a temple in the province of Tyre, 
&c. ib. os 

Sappho taken and pillaged, 585. 

Sarah brings Hagar to Abraham’s bed, 18. age and death, 62. 

Saturninus in favour with the popular ftate, 473. 

Saul declared king, with the circumftances preceding, 157, 158. re- 
lieves Jabefh, and overthrows the Amorites, 160. anointed and 
declared king a fecond time, ib. incurs God's difpleafure, 161. 
fummons the people to make head againft the Philiftines, ib. con- 
fults rhe prophet, ib.’ facrifices betore the prophet comes, ibid. 
marches with fix hundred men and his fon Jonathan to Gibeah, 
3$2z- hears of Jonathan’s a€tion, confults the high-prieft, prefles 
in“tpon the Philiftines and cuts them in pieces, ib. rafh vow, ib. 
ereéts an altar and facrifices, 163. what he did upon filence of the 
oracle, ib. exploits and children, ib. mufters forty thoufand men, 
befide thirty thoufand of the tribe of Judah, 164. overthrows the 
Amalekites,-ib.- purfies the Philiftines to Gath and Askelon, 168. 
takes up a mortal hatred againft David, 168, 169. defigns upon 
David's life, ib. promifes upon oath he will never hurt him, 169. 
breaks his oath, throws a lance. at him, and endeavours to feize 
him, 169, 170. enquires’ for David ata feftival, 171. calls Jona- 
than a traitor to his father,ib. bitter {peech, 172. charges Abime- 
lech and all his relations with a confpiracy againft him, ib. puts 
the whole facerdotal race to the fword, Abiathar only efcaping, 
173. Clofely follows David, 174. acknowledges David’s generoti- 
ty, andasks him forgivenefs, 175. gives him publick thanks for 
his life, 177. gives over his purfuir of David, ib, goes to the 
witch at Endor, and bids her call upon the ghoft of Samuel, 178. 
his death, 180. ; : . 

Scaurys advanceth towards Judea, 348. clofes with Ariftobulus, and 
makes Aretas withdraw the fiege of Jerufalem, ib. marches againft 
Petra, 351. a ¢ : ‘ 

Scythians tender of taws and cuftoms, 528. 

Scvthopolitans their ingratitude, 26. 


Sebafie built by Herod, 561. deftroy’d by Ariftobulus and Antigonus, 
537-. - : Pgs ie 
Sedition, and the occafion of it, 430. between the Jews and Greeks, 


79: a 
eae and common people divided about a monarchy and common- 
wealth, 478. fenate fends Veranius and Brouchus with a menacing 
meflage to Claudius, ib. meets before day’in the temple of Jupiter 
Capitolinus, 479. anfwer to Agrippa,'593. declares for Claudius, 
ibid. d 
Senators and foldiers divided about the form of government, 473. 


Senackerib enters Judea with a mighty. army, conditions with Heze- | 


kiah for a fum of money taz‘withdraw; receives the inoney,; and 


breaks the articles, 256. carries she war into Egypt, and leaves’ 


the fiege of Jerufalem to Rabthekah, 256, 257.-a great plague 
deftroys his grmy, ib. murder’d py his two fons in the temple of 
his darling idol, 258. ee 

Sepphoris burnt to the ground, 585. - 

Serpent tempts Eve, 49. nF 

Seth and his fons, 51. : 

Seth's pillars, ib. By la 

Sethofis makes, his brother Armai: ieutenant general, and conquers 
divers counggies, 504. : ag he Ne : 

Seven brethreifand their mothér Lrought before Antio~hus, 741. 
unanimous refolution to underg: all manner of tormenv:, with 
their courageous reply to Antior 1s, 742. tortured and put to 
death, ib. and feq. ° oo 

Severity of the Jewith difcipline, 5. 

Sextus Cefar bafely murdered by Celicins Baffus, 54.7. 

Shallum {eizes the government and flain by Menahem, 251. 

Sheba a man of- a violent fpirit, 201. denounces war again{ft David, 
ib. gets into Abel-Maacha, 202. . 

Shem and his pofterity, 55. 

Shew bread, 99. 

Shimei pardoned by David, 200. put to death by Solomon, 211. °- 


. 


£ 


Pe 


Shifbak king of Egypt befieges Jerufalem, takes it and -pillages.che 
temple, 226. Spe Sate kay a S08 oo 

Sicarii, a new fort of cut-throats, 596. | : 

Sichemites petition Gaal for a guard againft Abimelech, 146. fly to 
a rock, and deftroy’d by: fire, ib. Pf eG a , 
Silas general of the army, 480. {ets up, for a fhare in the govern- 
ment, 481. reproaches Agrippa, 48z.. remanded to’ prifon, ibid. 

gives Jofephus notice of a plot upon him, 29,617. ) 

Silo with Ventidius affifts Herod, 358, 531. craft and corruption,s 43. 
ftirs up the people to a revolt, who are pacified by Iierod, ibid. 

Simon facceeds Onias in thé pontificaté, 297, 306. AT) et at 

Simon brother of. Judas does great things in Galilee, 3i2. ses 

Simon animates the people to ftand up for their liberties, and offers 
himfelf for their general, 330. commands in Jonathan’s place, ib. 
orders a folemn mourning for Jonathan; and a glorious monu- 
ment and feven pyramids, 331. fucceeds Jonathan, ib. Jays Gaza, 
Joppa, Jamnia, and the tower of Jerufaleni in rubbith, ib. dée~ 
molifhes the mountain where the caftle ftood, ib. baffles Antiochus 
Soter, 332. renews a league with the Romans, and after that lives 
at peace, ib. murdered by his fon-in-law, ib. wife and two chil- 

- dren made prifoners, and the third efcapes to Jerwfalem, ib. — 

Simon; fon of Boethus advanced to the pontificate, 392., i 

Simon once a fervant of Herod's fet‘up tor king, 437, 584. routed, 
taken, and his head ftruck off, 438. |. 

Simon an Effene expounds Archelaus’s dream, 442. te 

Simon removed from the pontificate, Jo- 
nathan, who refufes it, 48r.- 

Simon fon of Saul his exploits, 609. a man.of fierce courage, ibid. 
confeflion and recantation, ib. ‘puts father, mother, wife, and chil- 
dren to death with his own hands, and ar laft himfelf, rather: than 
fabmit to the enemy, ib. : ; , : ; 

Simon fon of Gioras his horrible ravages and cruelties; 718. taken 
prifoner, and put in chains, 619. death, 72 ze rd 

Simon fon-of Cathlas high-prieft, 655. at Pe a 

Simon fon of Gerafa an ill man, makes head .againft Ananus, 666, 
worfted and flies to Maffada, ib, way of condudt, &c, upon the 
death of Ananus; ib. obftinate fight between him and the Idu- 
‘miians, 1b. wife taken prifoner, and his fury thereupon, 697. re- 
venge upon the Idumeans, 668. government committed to him, 
ae oe of the upper: town in Jerufalern,- 685, fifty thoufand 

rong, 1D. ae ; . : io om 

Simon and Joliri; and feven hundred choice :men: more referyed for 
the prace of the triumphs of ‘Titus, 722. ° . ” , 

Simon an eminent citizen, and a.pharifee,- endeayaurs to: get ..Jofe- 
phus removed from his government, 34. gains his point with mo- 
ney arid’prefents, 35. - 2 . ‘ 

Simon endeavours to blacken the reputation and charaéter of 


737. ; . os 
Sifts killed by Jael, and how; 143. eee ~ 
Sede, io wickednels, 59. deftruction foretold, ib. confumed with 
re, ib. z a ts ae 
Sodomites {truck with blindnefs, ib. a 
Sohemus difcovers the - plot. upon Mariamne’s life, and turns heart 
againft her husband, 387... : ’ ak: 
Soldier expofes himfelf naked, which .caufes the death of twenty 
thonfand -people, 4.90. a ae rages 
Soldiers of Herod in a mutiny, 368. for an.imperial government, and 
Claudius the man,: 473. fet up Claudius, declare him emperor, 
and put him in poffeffion, ib. 476. - cry out for an emperor, 4.78. 
march away to fetch Claudius, ib. pilleec the holy treafure, 584. 
_ftand up for the honour of Claudius, 594. 2° wake gat 
Solomon marries the daughter. of the king of: Egypt; and tepairs the 
walls of Jerufalem, 221. endued with the re . of wifdom, 212, 
governors. and great officers, ib. . writings and .compofitions, 213. 
charms, incantations, and forms of. conjuration, ib, letter to king 
Hiram about building the,temple, with Hiram’s anfwer,ib. orders 
. Hiram a yearly prefent of. wheat, oil and wine, 214. builds a tem- 
ple, and places the ark in it; 214, 215, 216. bleffeth and praifeth 
God,.217. voice from heaven foretelg him' of the judgments: to 
. follow, if he forfake the way of his father, &c. 218. erects a ftate- 
ly palace, ib. good offices. between him ‘and Hiram, ar 9,. fortifies 
‘Jerufalem, ib. builds feveral cities, &c. 220. fubdues the Canaa- 
nites; ib. builds a fleet of fhips, and riggs them out to the land of 
Ophir, ib. vifited by the queen of Egypr’ and Ethiopia, ib; pro- 
digious- wealth, 221. takes care;of the highways, 222. nevera 
tore glorious, wife, and powerful. prince, ib. love of women 
brings him-to idolatry,ib. makes! Jeroboam -overfeer of. his ‘works 
at, Jerufalem, and gives him the command of the tribe of Jofeph, 


with an intent to reftore 


Onias, 


223.- death, ib. f ; ao ay ae MIE 
Solomon's temple built long before Carthage, go4.- . + 
Sofixs and Herod generals at the fiége of Jerufatem, 3.72. 
Sofius made general of Syria, 555... -~- °. | *, i Mya: 
Spies concealed by Rahab, aud promife her protetion, I3.0° - 
Standards fet up in Jerufalem-and Cefar's images’ upon chem, againft = 
» which the Jews petition, and’ the images removed, 446. . : 
State of things when the war of the Jews broke out, 531. os 
Straton’s tower (or Cefarea) a port as large as the Pyreum between 
Joppa re Dora, 393: repaired and a ftately palace eretted, 561. - 
9 . 


StriGnefs 






I 





Spriftnefs of she Jewifh fabbath, 509. | 

Sylarus and others put to death by Caius, 754. | ou 

Sylleus fervant to Obodas king of Arabia falls in love with Salome, 
410. propofes to marry her, ib. breaks his word, 413. prefents 
Cefar a pacquet, 414. endeavours to fupplant Aretas, ib. accufed 
and condemned to dic, 417. charged with treacherous practices, 
and to be try’d at Rome, ib. 


¥F 


ABERNACLE buils, 97- and feq. confecrated, 102, at 
Silo, 135. ¢ 

' Garichee taken by affsulr, and thirty thoufand prifoners, 354. nur- 

fery of {editious people, 659. ftrength and fituation, ib. 

Tax of two Baedred. talents 2 year given to Cleopatray3So. 

Terrible tempett, 96. 

One Temple and one altar, 92. 

Temple (tec Jerufalem) built by king Solomon, 714, 21§. its veffels, 
ib. 216. ‘pillaged by Shifhak king of Egypt, 226. burnt, 265. 
purify’d and God’s worfhip eftablith’d, 3142. makes an obftinate 
defence, 315. taken by Antiochus, ib. cen by-affault, 350. re- 
built and repaired by Herod, 395, 396,397, 551. defcription and 

_ divifion, 682, 683. burne by Ticus, 711. 

Gezple built by the Jews at the conceffion of: Prolemy, 735- rifled 
and fhur up, ib. 

Giures tather of Abraham, 56. 

Theadstus cuts of ten thoufand Jews, and befieges Gaza, 340. 

Tiecplilus depoted from the pontificate, and Simon preferred, 480. 

Tkeudas takes upon him to work miracles, and the people follow 

_ him, 490. beheaded by Jaddus, ib. 

Grief may lawfully be kill'd in the act of ftealing, 126. 

Thelomeus the famous robber put to death, 435- 

Trucy&des cenfur'd, 599. 

Tikerias revolts, and how recovered by Jofepbus, 618, 619. in arms 
2). taken uzon a miftake and by furprize, 41. narrowly efcapes 

t dangers, 44- 
Qikerians treat Jofephus with foul language and contempt, 41. 
Qiherins Alexander tacceeds Cufpius Fadus, 490. 2 great friend to 


. Vetpafian, 670. 

Siberins Nera facceeds Auguftus, 445, 591- enfigns convey’d to Je- 
refalem, and the uproar enfuing thereupon, ib. refafes to alfitt 
Vonones, gives Eutychus a heasine 453- inexorable, 454. falls 
detperately ill, and orders his children to be brought early to 
him next morning, ib. mightily addiéted to wizards and fortune- 
tellers, 455. death, ib. character, 456. funeral, ib. ; 

Tight Pilefer carries the Hraelites away captive, 252. joins with 
‘Ahaz, and his exploirs for him, and rewards, 253. 

Titus, his generoGicy towards the Jews, 552. comes up to Vefpafian 
at Prolemais with a valtarmy, 623. brings his troops to apka, 
and enters it, making 2 great flaughter, 632. takes ‘Tarichea, 

640. takes Gamala, 644. takes Gifchala, and puts an end to the 

conqueft of Galilee, 647. generous tenderneis, 648. offers a peace 

and an amnefty, ib. fent to Jerufalem, 673. march and order of 
his army, 676. takes a view of Jerufalem, ib. preferved by pro- 
vidence, 677. bravery and condué, ib. mifling and the Romans 
at their wits end to know what was become of him, 678. moves 
from Scopos towards Jerufalem, and gives order for filling up 

and levelling all the pafles, 679. Jays fiege to the city, 680. 

takes a view where to give an aflaulrt, 685. advances with his 

ramos, and orders three attacks, 686- forces the Jews into the 


city, ib. gets the firft wall, 687. tendernefs and humanity, 689. 
gets the fecond wall, ib. victuals and prepares for a€tion, 690. 


. £ries counfel and argument as wellas force, ib. in defpair of gain- 
ing his poinr, 796. calls a council of war, ib. orders the running 
ap of a wall, ib. oration to his army, 701. notion of a furure ftate, 
joa. invites Joha out to a fair battle, 703. forced upon the war, 
705. forms his party, and pofts himfelf upon Fort-Antonia, ib. 
orders an attack at a fet hour in the night, ib. tries fcaling-lad- 
ders, 709. orders the temple gates to be burnt, ib. calls a coun- 
cil of general officers to advite abour the semple ib. forces the 
Jews into the temple, ib. endeavours to ftop the fire of the tem-~ 
ple, 710. proclaimed emperor, 713- orders certain priefts to be 
put to death, ib. propoies articles for peace, which are refufed, 

14. orders that no Jews fhall have either protection or quarter, 
Ib. continues good-natur’d to the laft, ib. orders new mounts to 
be made for raking the upper town, 716. carries all before him, 
ibid. pious epculation to the honour of providence, 717. erects 
a monument to his good fortune, ib. provides for the honour and 
reward of thofe who had ferved in the war, 718. orders a thankf 
giving facrifice for his vidtory, ib. over} y'd at his father’s fafe 

. arrival in Iraly, 720. all people charm'd with his affability and 
addrefs, ib. triumph, 722. goes for Egypt, 723. fad ftate of Je- 
reafalem to his hearr, 722. 

Qrachonites a kind of free~booters, 393. dens and manner of living, 
ib. revolt and reduced, 473. ‘ 

Trajan fent to reduce Japhay. 652. \ 

Traveller to be fet into his right way, 126. ; 

Qribes of Judah and Simcon betake thesifelves to 
nefs and peace, 135. 


the arts of bufi- 





Tryphon fers Antiechus upon his father’s throne, 327. afpires to the 
crown by removing Jonathan and Antiochus, 329. betrays Jona- 
than under a mafque of friendfhip, 330. enters Judea, and offers 
to fer Jonathan at Bees but breaks his word, and puts him to 
death, 331. turns the inhabirants of Joppa out of the town, ibid 
murders Antiochus, and is chofen king, 332. an evidence againgt 
Alexander and Ariftobulus, 571. 

Tubal Cain the firft that wrought in brafs and iron, 5r. 

Tunmlt about Cefar’s enfigns, 591. about a tax upon the holy trez- 
fure, ib. between the ews and Tyrians about the city of Cefarea 
597- in the Roman camp, occafion’d by the fall of a tower, 687. 
tumults very great, and charg’d upon the Samaritans and Qua- 
dratus, 491. . ; 

Tyrian records of great antiquity, 504. 

Gyro, his generous bravery in favour of [Herad’s fons, 419, 420, 571, 


Vv 


ALERIUS GRACCUS governor of Judea, 445. 

Vardanes faccecds Arrabanus, and preffes Izates to a war with: 
the Romans, but he refufes it, 48S. makes war upon Izates, 489. 
att off and the government transferr’d to his brother Gotarza, 
ibid, 

Varus meets Archelaus, 435. leaves all to Archelaus till Herod de- 
clares himfelf, ib. goes for Antioch, ibid. makes examples of the 
feditious Jews, 436. marches to the relief of Judea, 438. fon lays 
Sepphoris in afhes, ib, puts the Jews to flight, and a great num- 
ber to death, ib. leaves a garrifon at Jerufalem, and returns to 
Antioch, 339. joins with the Romans againft the Jews, 585. ap- 
proaches Jerufalem, and makes the Jews raife the fiege, ib. dif. 
charges the Arabians for their misbehaviour, ib. generofiry to the 
Idumean Jews, ib. cruelty, ib, 27. advances againft Ecbatana, 28. 
eg from his government, ibid. Equus Modius fucceeds him, 
ibid. y 

Ventidius {queezes money out of Antigonus, 367. fends a detach- 
ment to Herod, 370. feizes Antigonus’s treafures, 553. agrees 
with Silo and Herod againft Antigonus, ib. 

Vefpafian made governor of Syria, 6zo. fitnefs for fuch a truft, 
ib. he and Titus draw together a mighty army, ib. fends relief 
to the Sepphorites, 623. goes into Galilee, 625. takes Gadara, 
626. befieges Jotapata, 627. attempts by ftarving what he cannot 
compafs by force, 628. receives a flight wound in the ankle, 630. 
takes Jotapata, 633. returns fo Prolemais, and fo to Cefarea, 637. 
pofleiies himfelf of Scythopolis, 639. encamps between Tiberias 
and Tarichea, ib. encounters the Jews upon the lake of Gene- 
zareth, 64.1. befieges Gamala, 644. bravery and prefence of mind, 
ib. enters Gadara, 662. comes to Jericho, 663. invefts Jerufalem, 
665. advanced to the empire to the great fatisfaction of all, 670, 
671. afcribes all his fucceffes to providence, ib. feveral prefages 
of his future greatnefs, ib. quits the thoughts of Alexandria, and 
takes Antioch in his way to Rome, ib. fends Mucianus with a 
great army into Italy, ib. courted with addrefs from all quarters, 
673. vifits feveral fea ports while Titus lies before Jerufalem, 719. 
treated every where with great veneration and refpect, 720. erects 
a temple to peace, 723. : 

Vitellius cafes the Jews of feveral dutids, and puts the priefts in pof- 
feffion of the pontifical robes, 448. ordered by Tiberius to make 
a league with Artabanus, but tampers with the Iberians and A— 
Janians againft him, 449. returns to Antioch, ib. marches to- 
wards Petra, 450. “goes to Jerufalem with Herod, &c. to wor~ 
Ship, ib. {wears the people to Caius, ib. goes back to Antioch, 
ib. declared emperor, and what foliows thereupon, 669. news 
thereof goes to Vefpafian’s heart, ib. dragg’d through the flreets 
ftark drank, and ftabb’d to death, 672. ; 

Fologeffes facceffor to Gotarza, and after him the government divid- 
ed between Pacorus and Tiridates, 489. 

Vonones beats Artabanus 446. routed by Artabanus, 
Armenia, ib, honourably received by Syllanus, ib. 

Criah cut to pieces, 192- : 

Czzab ftruck dead for putting out his hand to fave the ark fromm 
failing, 188. : 

Uzziah tucceeds Amaziah, 250. conquers feveral people, ib. falls 
from God's worfhip, ib. ‘becomes a leper, and the priefts drive 
him out of the city, ib. hisdeath, ib. 


and flies into 


Ww 
& 
ALLS of Jericho fall down, 132.° 7 , 
ar, what difcipline to be -ufed by the Tfraelizes when 3¢ 
happens, 27. eS 
War between the Jews and Romans, its rife, 598. no wat like it, 
531- 
Water guthes out of a rock, 93. waters of Marah bitter, 92.- 


Widew, ber cafe when fhe marries when taken prifoner, 125- IF fe 





w to be chofen, 124. cafe of a man’s parting with his wife, 
her cafe if fhe marries when taken prifoner, ib. . 





Wife ho 
125. : 

Woman's teftimony not to be admitted, 123. 
that marries for a virgin, and is none, 124. of beating a woman, 
and making her mifcarry, 126. woman of Endor, her good na- 
sure, nie 7 ‘ 

Worthies of David, 203. 


x 


ER XES fuceceds Darius, and grants to Efdras whatever he 
defires infavour of: the Jews, 281, &c. , 


¥ 
Yy* AR of Jubilee, 106. 


Z o 


ABIDUS, 2 ridiculous fi&tion concerning him, 521. 
Zabulon deferted, plunder’d, and burnt, 611. 
Zachariah facceeds Jeroboam, 231, murder’d by his own dome- 
fticks, ib. 





YD E 


cafe of a -woman 





x. 


Zachary Charg’d with treafon, 659. acquitted, ib. murder’d, 248, 
6 


t 





59- 

Zadoc and Abiathar manage all to David's advantage, 187. 

aes a Jew, plants in Syria, 422. dies and leaves a virtuous 
iffue, 423. 

Zareus ting of Ethiopia overthrown by Afa king of Judah, 228. 

Zealots, the meaning of the word, 650. outrages, ib: write to the 
Idumeans for affiitance, which is granted, 652. divine vengeance 
overtakes them, 660. go daily over to the Romans, ib. horrid 


brutalities, 668. 

Zealots and Anti-zealots, 661. 

Zedekiab advanced to the governmentin the place of Jehoiakim, 263. 
falfifies with the king of Babylon, ib. befer with time-fervers and 
parafites, ib. obftinacy againit all the f iheene ie and counfels of 
Jeremiah, 264. children and friends {lain before his face, and his 
own eyes put out, 265. death, 266. 

Zerubbabel has leave to rebuild the city and temple of Jerufalem, 
276, &c. difcourfe upon the power of women and truth, 277. 
preferr’d by Darius, ib, catries the mews to the Jews of Babylon 
of their deliverance, 278. leader of the Jews, ib. fent with four 
more with a complaint againft the Sarmnaritans, 280. 

Ziba dire€&ts David where to find Mephiboflieth, 190. made fteward, 
to Mephibofheth, ib. : 

Zimri an Hebrew marries Cosbi a Madianite, and oppofes Mofes, 
118. he and his faction deftroy’d, r19. 

Zimri murders Elah king of Ifrael, and poffeffes himfelf of the go-« 
vernment, 229. fets fire to the palace, and burns himfelf with it, 
230. 

Ziphites, their officionfnels to find out David, 174. 


